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It was in the month of August, towards the end of a lon~ snowy 

winter, that I arrived in Melbourne. For ten years I had been 

wandering, prospecting and minin.e; on the goldfields of the world. 

The last four I had spent in the Austra1ian Alps. Tbe mining towns 

in the ranges were beginning to slump. Even Walhalla, that had 

never !mown anything but prosperity for forty years was going into 

decline. The Long Tunnel and the Extended were no longer dividend 

payin~ concerns. It was time to quit. There were bi~ things 

developing in North 1Jueensland, and thither I was bound. My time 

in the ranges had not been wasted, for during quiet times in camps and 

in huts, I had read a good deal, and studied considerably, but study 

was my undoing. Said a poet: "A little learning is a dangerous 

thing." So it was with me. My learning was only of a superfi.cial 

character, but it caused me to think that I was more than a common 

miner. My studies were w.ith an eye on a pulpit in the Anglican 

Church. The bible was always my masterpiece, and having been once 

examined by an 

licence and had 

.\rci-, :s-, i_ ·,L ,:--p I had been supplied with a Bishop's 
p 

conducted services in Gaffneys and Wood~oint. I 

thought to get farther when I returned from Queensland. But somehow 

or another, I did not get to !Jueensland; I had been there once before, 

and now thought to wait till the end of the tropical summer. 

I had read Shakespc,C\re, Burns, Moore, some of Kipling, Tennyson 

and Oryden. I had been introdu(:ed to Shelley by a review in the 

"Bulletin" when I was in Central :\ustra 1ia. But Shelley's poetry 
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could hardly be ex.pected to blend wi.th theology, althouf!:h some of the 

Prophets, and Ghrist himself, raved against the evils of their times. 

My hurry to go to Queensland seemed to leave me when I got to 

Melbourne, and after all, what did it matter if I did not go at all? 

I had taken prizes for bible lessons when I was a boy, and bad 
•,--,-,; f., ..... -4-~ 

everything in the Old -Bco-k at my ton~ue's end, and it seemed to me 

that there was only one job for a young man with ambition - l would 

go to the library and study theology. But in my rambles through 

that great forest of books I found ever so many different books to 

interest me. 

Being fond of poetry, I looked up the American poets, Lowell, 

Bryant, and., Longfellow, and then dropped on to Swinburne. There was 

much about him that I admired, but there were poems with which I 

cou1d not agree, particularly in his "Son~s Before Sunrise." His 

"Hymn to Man" was in conflict with my theolo.e-ical beliefs; but little 

did I dream tha t theological beliefs, no matter how deep-rooted, 

could be shattered. I was to learn that what knowledge 1 possessed 

was infinitesimal. I had not yet begun to study. As I moved through 

the library I marvelled at the collection of books th~t were assembled 

on the shelves. I had my own books on loq:ic and rhetoric. They were 

useful perhaps, but only in so far as they had been a service in 

pre;:Fi.ring me to look into and understand W"hat I rniq:ht undertake to 

read. 



- 3 -

It hafnened on another day when I was in the library th::lt I came 

across a book. It was by Jack London, "The ,far of the Classes. 11 

Not till then, although I had been regarded as a radical, had I 

noticed that society was cleft. I read the book at a sitting. 

London I knew. I met him in Dawson; he had wintered on Klondike, 

a,nd was leaving for the outside world at the time I arrived there 

in the sprlng of 1898. Perhaps I should not have met him, but 

for a spectacular character named "Swiftwa ter 11 Bill. Bill was his 

partner. London left for the outside world, and I remained for a 

year. The maritime strike of 1890 and the shearers' strike four 

years later proved to one that the~e were employers and employees, 

but the Churc~ had asked me and all men, high or low, to consider 

ourselves well placed, and to thank Go1 accordingly. London's 

argunents were substantial, but not convincing all at once. Just 
• • . J. 

·If• •· ,......_ j,. -\ .. ( .. ,·,r._ l _ · ' 

as the human race has progressed slowly, so has a man, by intellectual 

stages, to ~ from one fonn of belief to another. Politicians 

alone seem to develop ra;,idly. A short sojourn in the L"lbour Party 

seems to prepare them for a suitable place in the ranks of the 

enemy. Perhaps it is because they have no strong intellects, or no 

reco~nition of a class struggle. 

One Sunday I ~as persuaded to put everythi~ aside and visit 

Yarra Ua.nk, there to listen to the v;i.rious orators who reg:ularly 

spoke at that place. The first to take his r,latfortn •vas "Chummy" 
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Fleming. I was disgusted. Fleming condemned and cursed all that 

I had been persuaded to believe was sacred, and I wondered that the 

Diety did not strike him from his forum. If what he represented 

was .\narchy, I had no desire to become an anarchist. I left the 

meeting in company with a young schoolmaster whom I had become 

acquainted with through relati~ of mine. He had been reared near 

the city and attended meetings on Yarra Bank with his father, before 

he was big enough to go about on his own account. He said: ''Fleming 

seems rough, but he is mild when comrared with Joe Syme '- .. Joe is in 

Engl.and now, and you will be spa.red from headng him, but years ago, 

when he .,,,as in Melbourne, he used to go down on one of the wharves 

on Sunday af:ternoons - there was no forum like Yarra Bank. He would 

lay the bible on the wharf, stand on it, and demand of the Diety 

th;:i. t he str l ke him dead • That the Die ty did not do it, S ym~ concluded 

that he did not exist." A poor method of reasoning, I thought. 

"God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform~" 

"You have scarcely begun your education yet", he said. "You 

have been reared like thousands of others, in a narrow school, but 

you w~ll get the portcullis of your eyes raised, if you visit Yarra 

Bank very much." 

Flemin.fI possessed a fla g and on it was ~rinted "NO G(m, NO 

MASl\iJ{," He was pestered with interject ion~, hut th:it mad~ no 

diff ere nee to him. He rep 1 ied to them with vi,!!'or, ~, nd compromi seil 
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nothing. The clergy he called "thieves, liars, and black-coated 

imposters" who lived by ]ying and who above all things else knew 

they~ lying." Tom Mann did not escape his mordant criti~ism. 

Tom was a Socialist, and Socialists believed in ''authority", which 

he as an anarchist mortally despised. He talked of ''Free Conmunes". 

What they might mean I was not in a position to understand. The 

labour Members of Parliament called from him vitriolic abuse, and 

Harry Foran, Champion of Irish wrongs, fell a victim to heavy gun 

attacks. a{~ ffe,,h- ~ /./, ,~ .. .&c) ~-"'.) . 
I next listened to Foranfi I had met many Irishmen, but none 

to ladle out the brogue like him. He ha-l been a schoolmaster, but 

for knowing -~ore than his superiors he was forced to quit the services 

of the !.~ducation Department. Foran ""3.S more of a scholar than 

Fleming, and never left anything to doubt. He supplied the meaning 

of every word and phrase. Pedantic-like, he would translate into 

Latin and Greek to make his meaning sure, and as he often said, 

"I will give, y1.1u the Hebrew of it if you like." "You are all at 

liberty to disagree with me", he would say, but let your disagreement 

be ~~th me here and now. If you disagree, your place is on the 

platfonn. Many of you might shy at comin.i?: before an audience, but 

don't let that excuse you. Come up and state your opposition, and 

I wU1 intujtively und(ffst;ind what you mean. It is not to he expected 

that you can speal: like Harry fi'oran. Harry Foran is ;H1 old do.Q'... 
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Harry For~n is hardened to the game." 

On another occasion he was speal, in~ on a question that he 

considered should be of great concern to Irish ·\ustralians and 

clinched his argument by sayin~, "There are one hundred thousand 

Catholic families in Victoria, and they are all poor peop]e. If 

you doubt m.r word, come up here and count my collection." 

I ne){t visited a Socialist meeting. There I heard Harry Scott 

Dennett. Bennett was a ma~nificent orator. He had served a term 

in Par] iament and harboured a P.;rudge a,e;ainst the Labour Party. It 

was developing;,_ mania for respectability. The Labour Party was trying 

to ape the politicians of the old Liberal School. Never before had I 

listened to-. a man so beautiful in speech, except it was Frank T. Bullen, 

the nautical writer and lecturer. Like Abraham Lincoln's, his was 

to me a]most a lost speech. There was life in the Socialist Party .. 

// 

~ Bennett had visited Australia a few years previously, and Tom Mann's 

presence in Australia, sup;-,orted by his world-wide reputation, gave 

it impetus. He was a rugged orator and could never reach the height 

of even E. Tennyson Smith, whom I had heard in temperance lectures 

when I was a boy.. A lecturer }j ke Bennett could educate and inspire. 

I felt like hurrying to 1ueensland immediate]y; I was so small, so 

to speak. 

Anr;as MacDonnell foll.owed Rennett. ,\np,as was a different kind 

of speaker. He wore a smile that never left him, even when he was 
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dealing with serious themes. He had a faculty for trottin~ out and 

exposing the iniquities that developed from a faulty economic 

arrangement. He was not a powerful and cultured orator like Bennett, 

but he was one of a few that belonged to his class. His easy flow 

of language and ready wit attracted a goodly audience. 

Next followed Frank Hyett. Frank wc:1s neither a Bennett nor a 

MacDonnell. He was possessed of. a wonderful flow of language, and 

a thorough knowledge of his subject, but he was without a soul -

lacking in personality. Ted Russell was Chairman, but Ted was rough 

and raw, and seemindy was fired with enthusiasm. His speech closed 

the meeting. 

There ,,w-ere a man and woman at another meeting. They were currency 

refonners. The man was dressed in frock coat and wore a bell topper 

hat, while the wooian was frocked as if she were on of the well-to-do class. 

They talked about .e:old reservea and note issues, Their great phrase 

was "legal tender." 

The afternoon was over, and more than a thousand people trooped 

away from the assembly ground. They resembled a multitude leaving a 

racecourse. Platforms were deposited in the Morgue nearby. 

I left it all and kept an apr,ointment to hrive tea with some 

refative.s. They were shocked when they knew that 1 had associated 

with h.i r i tues of Yarra Hil nk, yet conceded tha ~- one ought to enjoy 

the e"perir~nce of 1,nowinp what w;ts e;oin.'7 on. I w.1s beginnin~ to 

make strides. 
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CHAPTER II 

I tho~ht I had abandoned all ideas of a business career, and 

was torn between theology and socialism. It happened one morning 

just after breakfast, as I sat reading the paper, that a clerk 

from the broker's office called to tel1 me of a really good business 

that had been placed in their hands for sale. He was hard to get 

rid of, and I promised to call in. I met my prospective partner 

again, and we set out after dinner. We did not go straight to the 

place. We located the street, and walked about to see how South 

Melbourne was supplied with wood yards and produce stores. After 

satisfying ourselves that the suburb was not overloaded, we set 
~ 

ourselves to watch the place,.. were to inspect. 1.ve saw the carts 

goi~~ in and comin~ out, and concluded that the business should be 

investigated. We went into a hotel and called for a drink and were 

informed that two detectives were on duty in South Melbourne, and 

that we were they. Duncan Raeburn gave us a rough look over and 

asked us to call next day. "I don't know much about business 

brokers", he said. "I did not have this business on the market. 

Moore's man came in and urged me to sell as he had a couple of good 

buyers. I thought it over hurriedly, but he urged me to a decision. 

It is not that I am a weak man, but for family re~sons I bou~ht 

a home in a distant suburb, and have to rise ear]y and get home late. 
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The family urged me to sell; I put it on the market. That was 

twelve montl':s ago. ,\ buyer came r1 lon,,:, hut when I had gone to 

considerable trouble ,.,.ith him, he decided to buy, provided I would 

se11 on tenns. Thnt I objected to Jo. ,v'hen businesses are for 

sale, the '- r:o for c .·1sh. There ;, re no tenns offered when selling 

a business." 

"Two men who wou]d work together could make a good thing out of 

;laeburn's business", said my frieni, "and it may be that tve will 

buy the place. The only thing tha t troubles me is the lad of 

room. I should Hke a place where I cou] d bring m_\ - horses to, and 

perhaps build up a carry i.ng business. ,;e would only have to buy a 

couple of -.lorries." 

,'hen ,,,e came to a point ,,here •.,re were satisfied to make a 

deal, we postponed ti 1] Monday morn inf:!: the signin.P.: of the contract 

- but alas, to my astonishment my intending partner did not turn 

up. He sent a message instead. He had been to the races on Saturday, 

and his cash, whi.ch he thought to increase, diminjshed instead. I 

then entered into negotiations with Raeburn on my own behalf, for 

I was Il0'i insoired with the business idea. I began to dicker and 

get him down to the lowest price that he would ::i.gree to accept. I 

got him to a nri ce l,elow whjch he would not descend, and a well-to-do 

friend, who h,;d just <l little while Lefore retired from the mining 

world, Srtid to me, ttYou are better 1-rlthout a p;=trtner who is a 
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stranger, a.nd now tlut he ha.s drop;,ed out, if you .=i.re satisfied 

that the business is good, and you are in need of any help, you 

can rely on a cheque from me to get yourself started." At the end 

of a week I had worked everything out, and we signed the contract. 

Monday, the second of December was to see me installed .in a business 

and part of the Hf e of a suburb to ,,Thlch I was scarcely more than 

a stranger. I was all at once a Ha.y, Com, Wood, Coal and General 

produce Merchant. 
t'; 

I w;,s not quite alon~ and ,l stran(Ter. The man from whom I 

bought agreed to stay wit~ me for a month, and at the end of that 

time I began to get to know people and become acquainted with the 

ways of bus.iness. I worked and left Raeburn to manage, but all the 
', 

time he instructed me and timidity g:radually wore off, and I began 

to feel that I was established. My name was painted over the door, 

and on bill he;ids, and travellers and agents called on me, all 

itnxious to do business with Raeburn's successor. 

On the 'farra Back one Sunday I heard frank Hyett appealing 

for people to buy shRres in the Socia] ist Co-op. A store was alre.::i.dy 

opened, and a comrade had loaned a hundred pounds to start a bakery. 

The bakehouse was only a Ii ttle i.v-ay d01m the street from my store .. 

I went to the S.P. office on Monday and saw Hyett. He promised to 

give me the order for the wood j f I would favour his paper with an 

advertisement. I agreed <lnd added to my customers, but I did not 
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know th,t it was loaded, '.lS the sayinr goes. No sooner dU my ad. 

appear in the ".') oc iaJi s t" that I was put upon by a number of canvassers. 

I was persuaded that it would be bad for business if I advertised 

in a 'foe i.a list paper and neglected half a do:z:en religious papers 

that circulated amongst the congregations of the different churches 

in the suburb. I was informed that I had Catholics, Anglicans, 

Methodists, Presbyterians, Salvation Annites and members of other 

smaller sects amonst my customers, and if these saw my advertisement 

in their papers I was sure to have my customers incre::tse enormously. 

It was rank intimidation I knew, but what cou)d a man in the 

business world do to help himself against such strong representations? 

I gave the ads. I had to be 1 ike Pad.Jy Mullins dog-g:o a little of 

the road with everyone. The m:ime of \lf. \·I . Wilson was spread every­

where .. The ads did me .great good, for I was considered an enterprising 

young man. No other produce merclunt advertised as T did. 

When I had time to sin~e, which was not very much, instead of 

interestin~ myself in football clubs, church societies and a hundred 

different things that attract the business element as a rule, I went 

to the public library, determined to study Socia]ism. I looked up 

the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and there discovered what was meant by 

Soci.::!.lism. I looked for a reference to Karl M;irx., and was introduced 

to an understanding of his method. I then took up "Das Capit~l," and 

W-d.S there put on to the first runt?; of the ladder for <;Clentific study. 
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:!/hr.4t in alJ the world could be more lo~ica1 than a c]e;.\r statement 

of fact, such as the opening paragraph of that wonderful work: - "The 

wealth of Societies in which the Cijpitalist method of production 

prevails, takes the form of an immense accumulation of commodities, 

wherein individual commodities are the elementary units. Our invest­

igation must therefore begin with the analysis of the commodity." 
C 

It was slow and ted\us reading, but how different from the mere 

theologica 1 history. Ia tin and Greek "1'ere useful wherever one 

studied them, but the theo]ogical forest of metal'.)hysics would have 

to be discarded as soon as the scient:ific understandin.e; became 

developed. 

I p.;ave._my Sunday mornings to entering my books and doing 

things that the week days would not allow me to do, but the afternoons 

were spent on Yarra Bank, and the evenings for the most part in or 

about the Bijou Theatre to listen to the lectures. 

I was prevailed on many times to join the Party, and as I 

improved niy understanding I was drawn closer and closer. I was at 

a street meeting in Collingwood one night, and all the speakers 

had not turried up. I 1,,1;'\S urged to say a few words. Beine; experienced 

from church work, I mounted the box and endeavoured to deliver a short 

address. I did not satisfy myself, but the members of the Party, who 

had char,~e of the meeti~, marked me down as a sper1.l,er of reputation • .. 
T just had to join the party then, and from be.in.er a strict churchman 
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I was metamorphised into a "Godless Socialist." ln spite of all my 

theolog.ical studies I realised how little I knew. The lessons of 

science were numerous and only time and an application to study 

would enable me to master many subjects. One man who pretended to 

be concerned about me and prophesied that I would come through 

well, offered to loan me John William Draper's "History of the 

Intellectual Development of 1:!:urope", another comrade asked me if 

I had re,-:id "Socialism Uto;:,ian and Scientific", I was compelled to 

admit that I had not as yet even heard of those books. I was busy 

on "Das Ca~ital", and it ~ould take me a Jong time to wade throu~h 

such a wealth of knowledge. I joined the lendine: library, and was 

able to take __ Mar,c. home and read in my spare time. I was advancing 

famously, I thought. Soon I should be a worthy comrade of the 

speakers th;i t I had he:1rd and so much adm_;_red. 

I w:1s rrogressinp; as an outdoor spealc~r,and after havin,q: to 

delay my studies for a few months I was no•.-1 free to ~o on and master 

Marx. I took a closer interest in the man;ir:erial part o:f the Party 

now that l -..ra s elected to the F;x..,.cuti ve Co,n:ni ttee. The young: 

business ma ''l, it was thou.1!.ht, would be able to ~i ve a hand to pull 

the f';irty out of its difficulties. But it w~u; the Party th1-t was 

supplyin£Y: me •,rith busin~ss experience. It was a busin~ss chan~e, 

so to sreak. 

Tom Mann Cctme b;\d, a.rd IH.iou =iud i enc es sho·-red a rprec iF1ti on 
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for the return of their chieftain. Scarcely was he back two months 

when I was elected to act as chainnan on a Sunday night. It was 

considered an honour to preside at a meetine; so largely attended. 

;l Three hundred worshippers in St. Mary's, \4ood
7

,__int, on a Sunday 

evening, was an infinitesimal audience com-pared with the enormous 

crowd of faces that appeared before a chairman on the Rijou platfonn. 

It was my birthday, and little, I suppose, did my father and mother 

think that nearly thirty years before, the babe that was born w-ould 

one nil!'.ht preside over a meeting of Socialists - they had not read 

Marx nor Charles Darwin. Mann called on the audience to wish me 

many hap;;-iy returns of the day, and a wish that I would~end them all 

in the good .. and noble cause. 

''I am going away again", he whispered to me, "and I want you 

to call the Executive together for Tuesday night. I have an invitation 

to go to Broken HilL The miners desire me to organize and prepare 

them for a big fight against their employers." 

I made the aMouncement as desired, and on Tuesday night Tom 

was permitted to leave for the Barrier. 
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CHAPTER III 

The young propagandists were as energetic and as enthusiastic 

as ever, and as I was jmproving my knowledge in what time I could 

spare, I was in demand as a speaker. One Saturday it was Smith 

Street, Collingwood, another it was Commercial Road, Prahran~ then 

the Market meeting in my own suburb. Next it was Nicholson Street, 

Footscray, and on the Town Pier, Port Melbourne on Sunday morning. 

Several of us were considered to be in the same class as Angas 

MacDonnell, Frank Hyett and others and were persuaded to speak on 

Yarra Bank. That was the acme of a Socialist speaker's ambition 

in those days. Few were reckoned good enough to grace the Bijou 

platform. Even that few were complaining of feelinJ;! the strain, 

and I was urged to prepare a lecture. I was not yet a conswnma te 

Mart Scholar, and had to be careful in going before an\ audience 

that had heard the very best, and would baulk at inferiors. I 

knew a good deal about theological history, and Abraham, fran his 

birth place, Ur of the Chaldeans. I had been reading Lewis Henry 

Morgan, and with an understandin~ of man's progress, from him and 

the biblical histories I managed to get through a lecture that please~ 

my audience. No one but myself knew how nervous I was from the time -

I entered the theatre and for a full ten minutes after I started to 

deal with my subject. I W"&s being tried as by fire, but was coming 

through. 
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A ch,nge took pl~ce in the law relAting to e~rly c]osin~. The 

ha]f holiday was chanP-;ed from 0
•
1edm~sday to Saturday, and Friday was 

the late nirrht instead of S;iturday. ln my business there •..,ras no late 

night, :imi Saturday was alw~ys r1 half holiday, but with business 

establ ishm,~nts o~,en on friday ni. .e:hts the ;~•ropa!?;anda meet.ings had to 

be ch;m.P.::ed from Sl'lturdays to Frhfays ;\nd the Socialist Party dance 

w::i s held on Saturdays. It meant a lot to me, Friday being the pay 

d;:i.y, :i.nd the market being oren late on that ni<2;ht I had to stay in 

my office, for ~eople c~lled in and paid accounts as they went to or 

home from the market. I was more fortunate thc1n other wood merchants, 

for I could give credit and get my money ln. ,\ few cheated me, but 

for the greater part I collected my debts. 

I confined my meetings to Sunday morning on the pier, and was 

alW""ays taken to a comrc1.de 1 s home to dinner. I was wh;it Kip]inr.; would 

crtll "giddy harumfrodite" or "bloomin' cosmopolouse". In business I 

was brou~ht in contact with the so-called superior people, for there 

were a number of them amon~st my customers - and fine people many of 

them were - and ::i.bout, the meetin~s I was brought in contact with the 

prolet~riat. In the case referred to I was pleased to be acqlJainted 

with working people. The home was humble, but clean and comfortable, 

;rnd th"" Sund~y dinner W',:i s 1 j ke those that we were fed when we pa id 

board r¼t the \lbion or ,1_ttenlled theref)r dinner 01 SumL:iys or ,1t 

Christm;is or New Year rime. Never .\id :luhiri1 1 s serve ,1 better dinner 
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th;m I was treilted to on the '.::iund.1ys th:it 1 dined with rny ~~rolet,qrLin 

comrades. For one thinP: town life ·-,ds gripping me. 
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CHAPTt:..K lY 

Thini,;s were develot1ing. The strike was on at llroken Hill and 

:tll the mines alon.e; the ] ine or lode were shut down. Tom Mann was 

the centre of the dispute, and the greater number of miners were of 

the opinion that with his leadershi;, the~r must certainly win. Little 

di.d they realize what I did not too fully unders~-'l.nd ::.tt the time, 

that economic forces worl\ throu£':h industry, and determine whether the 

fi .e;ht shall end in victory or defeat. ••:ugene Debs said that too much 

faith in leaders was bad for the workers, for as long as they trusted 

to men to lead them one way, there was a possibility o f their leading 

them another. Oaniel Je Leon, the e-re~1test of Marxians, once wrote 

on the Pleb leaders in the a11cient i~oman !-i.Jnpire, and there proved by 

facts from history, that what is requjred i.s a stron.e- rank and f i.le 

organiz~tion. Tom Mann ,,,as not dishonest, but Tom had to Jeal with 

a set of economic condit ,ons. The. mine own~rs or the l;iw tried to do 

with him what they h;id done \d th Sle:c\th and ferguson, the leaders in 

a previous strike - had them arrested and ~aoled. Others visited Broken 

Hill, ti11 al] rebels of note were r,:;tthered .'l.t that storm centre. 

Harry HoJland, r1. very ca~ble 3ociall s t from Sydney, ;,nd \ustrnlia 1 s 

greate~t ".ioci;tlist journalist, rushed th _i_ th2r. Harry '4aS no compromiser, 

;rnJ in an address he de! ivered to str i kirw r:1irwrs, ur/T,~J methods th;:it 

r,ut him on triill for sedit i on. ile said., ''Boys, you mus t .•ut ~inger 



into this fight. rf a f'IO]icem~n hits you on the head with a baton, 

return the bl ow· W'ith a pick handle". It earned h i.m a sentence of two 

y~ars. 

Harry Hol]and, Tom Mann, and a do-z:en Jesser lights were committed 

for trial, and forbidden to speak on the Barrier till their trials w-ere 

over. Mann was experienced in the old world, rlnd he urged the hiring 

of a train which, loaded with four thousand people, sped across the 

State boundary to South \ustrali~. There,the~ arrested ones showed 

the.ir contempt for the mine corporatlons law, or the law that swung very 

much ln their favour. 

\\'here were these men to be tried? The Crown Law off ice decided 

that they should not be tded on the fie1d where their offences were 

CIJl!lmitted, and first fiJced on t>en .l li.q•Jin, r1. pastoral. town, in Riverin~­

There was a protest, and the venue •,..ra s changed froni there to .\lbury, 

another nastora] town. Tom Mann and his fellow culprits arrived in 

~lelbourne. It was the s3.smal for enthusiastic and determined demon­

strations. Socialists forgot their difficulties and the differences 

that existed between comrades and the members of the I..abour Party. 

The b1g rind little politicians joined, and the town haJ l was crowded 

with people to protest against the unfairness of trying men\before a 

jury that did not possess the sl ie:htest conception of the conditions 

that obta.ined on the Rarrier silver-lead field. Hany of the speeches 

;,,,ere red hot. Mann was at his best, ifarry HollanJ I s was a po•.verfu1 



fi.ghtinf; s;,e•ch, ::ind some of the older and St)me ~)t the newer 1abc-ur 

politicians were put on their metal. For a couple of weeks we were 

busy, as there were~ dozen witnesses for the defence. How different 

to a quiet Hf e within the church1 I rea 1 i.sed that 1 w-r,1 s more in 

favour of the hurly burly J ife than the qu Let one where I should have 

to sit in my· study all week and watch the ,.-,,or1d 1-'!'.0 by. 

It was trial day, and Tom Mann ,,..·as before the court. Before the 

case ~ot str1rted he <1sked for an OD'Ortunity to mal,e an l~x:plJnation. 

It w;is .e:ranted, and there before a hard, unsympathetic judge, Justice 

Prini,;, Tom ro]Jed off a volume of his oratory. He spoke for an hour 

and twenty rni.nutes. The case came on, anJ for three days Hann stood 

in the dock.. Every effort v1as made to convict him, but just as he had 

escaped before, he got out of their clutches and fared better than 

Sleath and l.i'erguson. Once when the Union barrister referred to 

something Mann had said in bis speech heforc the jud.!!;e, the judge 

replied, "I cannot recall all the man said, he said so much." The 

case over, a meet.ing: was arrang,ed, anl from the balcony of a hotel 

he harangued a vast audience. Peo~le in ,\lbury who had not heard 

him hefore, had the opportunity, ,,.dth him at his best. He spat fire 

and brimstone <lt Judge Pring ::tnd "Hatchet-faced" Iamh, :.!She ca]led 

the prosecuti.ng h;trrister. It was t ' ri.day, and he ]eft for He)bourne 

by the ex:nres~,. '::iaturday w:=i.s the fir~,t of Hciy, :~nd ;) demonstration 

Qf children was bei.nP: i;,:~ven on i';:irr;.1 Clan~ .• Just zi.s tbC'y -,.·ere goin,o; 
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throu~h the maypole dance, Mann ;ip;"leared. It t•::,s the sie:nal for 

cheeriri~~, ;rnd Tom was Ci=tlled on to n1.1J:e ~ speech. 

I listened more particularly than ever. ..v'hat was his experience 

tbat day mi.~ht be mine and theirs at a fater date. 

"Here I am 11 , he bega.n, ''I escaped them. They had me three days 

in the dod and three nights in the I jug 1 , and the old judge had the 

cheek to say that if the jury had on]y convicted, he would have 

ordered me where my ton.Q'ue t•.'Ould be silent for ;~ yer1r or twg. I am 

glad, however, that I esc:1r,ed them for l have a blg 1,rork to do, and 

if it .is ,1ny news to you, comrades, T shall have to be L~::ivin,'! :i.ustralia 

soom. This country is too small for Tom Hann. .\ustria h<1s annexed 

Bosnia a.nd Herzee;ovinia, and that is a consummation of an Jntermtion.:tl 

policy that ,._ri.]J ]and the world in ,1. war before many years, mc1rk my 

words for th;..t. Before another ten y ~::1.rs, we shalJ witness Socialist 

pr:incipl.es ;:i,.pplied to industry." ::: ure ern.1ugh he w1s ri~l~t. The .... rar 

came, and ~iussla undertook to estahl ish ;1 SodaHst :?,e;n1bJ 'ic. It may 

not have been just as Mann meant, but it haprened. 

A.t that time a.n enthusiastic l;i,dy, vhose n.::irne ;ms never to be 

made J.:nown, rlonated one hundr~d rounds for the ~,urpose of starting a 

Go-operative f;:-irm. Tt is strar'i"',~ h,.,,,, nnny peo::,le coml": to mistc"\!<e 

these co-O'.)er;,itive hus1ness for soci c1list efforts. 'fl1e hundn~,1 !:"Ounds 
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,1.nd a :un.hy eveniw• suf1per. 

M:ss Cod1 in, who Ind conducted th<! school for;, ·1•Jt1:": t :me vt s 

cor.1pel1rd to ,crh·e u:~. i.t .:_,.-; dHLc-11·1t to find a successor. 

I w;1s dtosen. fo1t I lacl,ed ;.is teaC'.her ,,,as ma. ,le u;; by my staff. My 

jn th:l~: J Lrecti.on. I had as assi sta.nt.s you-1g men :imi ,,:omen w·ho could 

instruct in calestl~enics, etc. 11 :;i rart was teachinl! e1ocution, and 

im~1;:irt.irv a sm'ltteri.ng of econor-iics, as well .is keeping good order 

amongst thl:' scholars. \nyhow, J .!-';Ot a1onQ'. well eno1.vb, ;rnd the hoys 

and crirls stuck to tl,eir superintendent, 

I continued for t•,elve months, but desired to rro on Yarra B,wk. 

Some ~lf the older memb ~rs were d rop :·,.in~ out. r'rilnk Hyett, in his 

secret3ria] job, found but little time to indul a: e 1n :; ocir1list rropa 0·::tnd.'l .• 

:\n~;.1.s NacDonnell went into ct boot shop and r-raduated into the labour 

Party to become c1. suburban Counci 11 or and a ~\r1yor. Harry Scott Bennett 
L1zi1e. 

was prolom~irt!! his stay in New ?.eaJand. Qessie Ahearn married, and I 

had to become the Je,1cling speaJ.:er. l WAS still studyinf.': and graduating; 

the morf:' I spoke the more 1 labour~d to .e:et at rrrips with the worki n,r-: 

of the t!api t..1 list system. l hacl 11 ,)as Capital" frnrn the S◊cia l i c;t 

Libr~ry for six months ·vi.th<'ut tbe 1 i.brarian callinr- it in. It ~, ~ a. 

th~rP. ;-ire only -'.l fe••• who h,1ve sud i ed or even read Karl Marx. 
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Tom Hann and fa;nily left for \fr-ica en route to f~m!lrind, arrl the 

Party w;,s thrown on its own resources. The financial rosit·,on was 

stil] bad, and aJthough Mann's departure e;ised expenses by five 

pounds a week, the stru!!gle was keen. \t last the Bijou had to be 

closed. It wa~ impossible to draw audiences and collect seven nounds 

ten every ~unday night. So the Gaiet:, \•Ta~ hired at h;:i1f the rent, 

and the P.::. rty strug:g] ed to carry on. \~1ha t annoyed me was the rel ia nee 

on any and everybody to lecture. t~verybody that had a pet theme was 

put on, and any and everythtng but .3ocialism was talked. Time went on 

a.nd the part:-, kept alive, but it • . .;as only ;:i Part:,: in n:1me. If a man 

or woman lectured on ~ subject in favour of or contrary to socialism 

he or 8he war:; a;:,plauded. It reminded me more of a loose and open 

forum than a socialist phi tform. It ;,-as an audience of clappers. 

Bob Ross, .Soci.alist jourrnlist, was editing the oarior, but 3ob 1 s 

leanings were very much to the labour Party, and the La.hour Party was 

very much Gapitalistic. ,fter a time Ross left for New ?.ealand, to edit 

the "Mnoriland '.forker", -'Ind others were put in charge of the paper. 

Mrs. Marie P .i tt was joint editor wi tl, !tev. F. Si ncfaire. Sinch ire 

w:>.s a scholar, but he w;,s not a ~frtrxian. Mrs. Pitt was a rebel poet, 

and mi.1 itant to the core, but the paper was not what some of us 

desired. 

:1 man who 1·e 1 orv~ed to some other r :1rty used to peddle rarers every 

·.;unday on farra f'lank, and about the C: , iety on Sunday nights. His paper 



was "The Peop]e". Jt W<lS publislied in ,ydney. I li..k~d it ~Lnd 

admired the princip]es of the Socialist LJ1hour Party, but I couJd 

not break away from the P;-irty I had so much :i ntercst in. I could 

forgive much. To me it was socialism, and party politics did not 

matter. 

There was another Pc:1rty in Sydney, the .-\ustr,11 ian Socialist 

Party. Harry HoJfand w;.is the editor of its paper, but the A.S.F. was 

in the 3ocia1ist federation, and so was the V.S.P. The two pa~ers 

were sort of brother papers. \fter ,1 time Ross w;i s brouR"ht bacl, to 

Helhourne, and Hr1.rry HoJland who served only a part of his sentence 

for ~edit.ion, on his rehase contested an election ;;.gajnst the high 

and m.it1 hty· 'dlJ.iam Marris Hu".'hes. The \,,orkers of -:est Sydney were 

not ready to accept .::i. Socialist, and Hughes 1.-m.s taken <1gain. HoJL~nd 

was then urged to visit New Zealr1n,t and edit the "Maoriland ,forker." 

He went. It was a ,:,;ood day for him, and a 11.:ood day for the ,;.,orkers 

of Ne"' ~ealand. Harry was a staunch fiR'hter. Jn the mainland, for 

refusin~ to allow his boys to drill under the Conscription 1ct, he 

was heavily penalized. :tnd if ever a man ,.-ent short in the interests 

of the workers that man w:-is Harry Holland. ',.Jell <lid his family know 

that the way of an ap;itator is l-w r-d. But even Harry Hol hnd becr1me 

mell ot ') s he sunk in the s 1 oue-L of labour politics. 

Not •30 long after Holl tnd ;1rrived in New ~··aland there •.,·;is a 

strike of miners at ✓aihi, and for repeating wh.:1t he rnd told tlie 
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miners of Broken Hill, he was sent to r.:aol a,e:ain i.n "Seddon's \jountry.'' 

He ,,,as released, and when the war broke out_, took up his usual 

uncomoromising attitude. A member of Parliament, Paddy Webb, was 

gaoled for wh:i.t he said about the war, and deprived of his seat .in 

the New ::.ea.land Hal] or Lerr,jsl.ature. Holland was selected to contest 

the election and won. 

Leader of his Party. 

Immediately he entered the House he was elected 
~-L-

He did not compromise SMte as Labour Leaders on 
i, 

the mainland. His man.ifestos at election time were always a class­

conscious appea] to organjze and end the Capitalist S. stem. He was 

never an idler. His invl"st '. g.0, tions 1v'er.~ responsible for a number of 

booklets and pamphlets. He wrote a. brochure on Imperialism. He 

culled chapters from the history of China, and exposed the :'.dmi ni stration 

of Samoa, by the Government of his own 1Jominion. He ·.,,rc,t..- · scath5 nr 

indictment of New Zealand's tre;1trr,ent of conscripts during the war, and 

supp]ied us with a hook of beauti.fu1 roems. 

Harry had endured muc.h for the cause, ,1nd "ut. his f ar:iily short 

many times. Only Mrs. Holland could te 11 of the terrible time they 

endured. Harry mellowed, but for a 11 that he was a rather better type 

of rol.itici,rn than any other we co:.;ld name in ',ustral ia.. His last deed 

was to attend the funeral of an olJ Maori chief, and he died suddenly 

at the funera 1. Out of respect Maoris carried his body from the 

e;ravesi1le. l!cirry deserves a pare in the !1istory of the Labour Movement 

in ,\ustr::i.lfa. Ha,l I jo.ined tl1e Labour ,'.,rtr, J rr1il~ht h~ve hecome a 
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~nister of .,tate. I rubbed shoulders with them c1nyhow, and what I 

got to lrnow ~1bout them would not be comp] imentary .if I dared to make 

it all public. They ,,:ere the t:• pe :lescr.i.bed and criti.cised hy 

Abraham Lincoln. 

Jack Curtin, a young man and Fl bri l1 iant orrl.tor who had often 

sroken with me, was looked Uf)On as the principal of the Part}· after 

Torn Mann's dep· 1 rture. J :1.ck sc:1 thed the Labour Party introducing 

conscription of boyhood in A.ustra.1 fa, ''My friends", said he, "say that 

I am up in the clouds", but if I am, the Labour Party is dotm in Hell." 

Not long ;1fter this uncompromisinp,: socialist went into the Labour 

Party and contested a se~t ~~ainst one of the stron~est liberals in 

the Commonwealth Party. Like Lucifer, he drop1)ed suddenly from above 

the clouds to the nethern10st de;,ths of hell. :,uch stuff are some 

soc i:-i. l; sts ma<le of -"God moves in a mys ter i.ous way ••• ". 

Then came another ) oun,T man, r,iw from the country, and un1 earned 

Jn economics. He and I hecame friendly '.\S 1-re met at the G;:i_iety 

Sunday by ';unday •. \t Jast he joined the P;irty, and attended propaganda 

meetings. He was enthusiastic, c1nd ,ifter n. time was r,ersua.-Jed to 

si1a.re the r,Jrttform with others. He visited Port Melbourne on :iundr1y 

tV 
mornlngs, -1.nd /~rned the ,,.corkers th,'.l.t there Wcl.S only ;1 fortni.p;ht 

between them ;rnd \1 overty. ,ihen Jack t:a in had .ldv;rnced to that of a 

enterln_;,: the \iictori:-t!l :.itate f\irJ i ,unent. dkP ,, _..._1. wno Joined th.-1t 

P;:irt•. , he h!came reacti.on~r·y. Soc i_cl ]isrn ',·ms pushed far into the 

back~ronnd. .'hen tested fc1ck ,.,•as m;ide of spurious on•. !~m;.1n<'ip,1tion 
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was an individual matter with him. 

Two more tiri!?;ht 1 iRhts Ci'lme into the party, \Jf. Foster and 

Maurice BL,d h :rn. They were fresh from the University and had not 

yet found a law practice. They were welcomed as important additions. 

But their membership was not of very long duration. Both were 

attracted to the Labour Party; Foster to contest the same Federal 

constituency as Curtin had done, and Blackburn to win his wa·y into 

the State Parliament. 'Jithin a short time the Party had won and 1 ost 

them. Foster afterwards, by the favour of a Labour Ministry, was 

appointed a Judge. Now and then he sparkled as a radical, but for 

the p;reater part he was as all judges are. 

!\t last a J!;reat day arrived. It was the thirteenth of Apri] 1910. 

The Labour Party had lonn: hankered for the fruits of office. Twice, 

but for brief periods only, had it sat on the Treasury benches of the 

Commonwealth. But on this memorable day it &rept the polls. Andrew 

Fisher, miner and engine driver, was for a ~hole three years to be 

the Prime Minister of /1ustra] i.a. Bi~ things were promised, and big 

thin,e:s\ere expected. Fisher's strategy had succeeded in driving two 

contending parties of Capitalism into one camp, and for that there 

were to he no more protection and free trade. The heavy guns of both 

parties were now to be trained on the L'lbour Party. But the La bom· 

!.,arty found an i.mpree;na:Jle fort to shelter them - the Gonsti tutjon. 

"The ready-made machinery of :~tatc could not be immediately used in 
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··:ith .;>. s1.1l-st:=rnti_;1,l 1:1c1jorit:v ~n the Representative•3 nnd the Senate 

they ~,~er·e com:-:-elled to confess their imhl lit· to Je .~!isbte :-:is ·they had 

prom-i sed. They were a ~rom.i sin'! ,,., rt) wi tl1ou t ;J promised ] and. There 

was nnly one way - reforendum. 

In the meantime, they frameJ J 0efence 1ct that co~scriptect all 

the youth of AustraI i..a. This ,'I.ct set on foot an 2..f',it.1ticn, and Qrowi;ht 
A-+1a.~--- ..._. 

into e:<istence an organ:b:ation narneltlteAFreedom Lec1f±ue. The )fcmbers of 

the Society of r~riends ,,p,rf:> most :1ctive ln this and a]thou1~li passive 

resisters for the most p;1rt, they s,:-t an ex:Rm~1e for actio"1 that wn.s 

estimahle. Many of them in various st:-ites ,.,ere• prosecut~~d and penali~ed, 

a.nd some even broke u~ th•~ ir homes to the e:ict<>nt that they sent their 

boys away to avoid ,mat to them was an uni.qui ty. 

I was drawn in as ;-1 side-line and helped ;:it meetinc,;s with many of 

their spe;ikers nnd ora:,rnizers. It was that or,e:aniza.tion, the Freedom 

l~a!'(ue, that was rendy to foll in ;mo function durirw: t 11e war wh•~n 

conscription was advanced to the foreground.. I\ing 0 1 Hally, a man with 

a financial bent urf.:ed the founding of a Commonwealth Bank, and a1thougl1 
.• -1 . 

he '-"'lS ~iven much cr~~dit, l1'rank 1\n sty knew evan more .-.bout banking and 

the ways of f i..nance than the ''King" did. But with :il1 of them it was 

after all more or less a copy of the American i{eserve Bank Charter that 

th•:>' Commonwc:-tlth Oank was founded on. C,1;--i tal ism <lem1rndec1 ~uch ;1 h,rnk 
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ImJT1if!r-1tion and increase of ;,opuhtion w::1s anothPr &nrire and 

not a cl.ass question! when the Fisher administration le,q:i.sl.ited the 

Maternity bonus, trir.lets might earn a king:'s bounty, but on1y a. 

confinement earned the maternity bonus. 

Then came the Nllvi~n.tion Act, necessary again in the interests of 

a growing; shipping trade. It was not worldn,e: cfa.ss 1egisla ti on either • 

.lt was tyrannous ap.:.ainst the sea.men t and i.n some clauses draconic. 

"Nationalization or Monopolies" was the slo~an of the R.eferenr.h..vn. 

It was contested as rirorous]y A.S an e] ection, but in s;~i te of the 

enormous vote at tlie election, the '."eo;'!le of the Con1:nonwealth would not 

pernii t their Cons ti tilt ion to be tampered with, even by a wbour Party. 

Other interests were advanced to the foreground. A report gained 

cur1·ency that the EnglisJ, battle f1eet '-AS far .:ind a,~,ay too sm-111. A 

movement was set afoot to present a battleship to L~ntr.)and. Here Fisher 

baulked. He a nnouned his p;overnment as being in favour of buildin~ an 

Australian navy. He wou1d put Australia on the map of N~tionhood. 

There were those crusty impf'rial-minded who would stop short of 

nothing but the presentc:i tion of a battle-ship. l•'isher was adam;i.nt. 

A monster meetim,; was organized to take rl ri.ce in the Mell'>ourne Town 

Hall. It ~ a monster meeting. By seven o 1 clock the hal 1 was crowded. 

I managed to find a place to stand with many others, at thetop of the 

platfonn under the organ pipes. I did not mind. I wci.s where T could 

vote if it C;\me to a votp prol)er. Thf' m, .. ,•tirw ,,q~ not: cJc.,gtined to I,,~ 

unanimous t nor ueaceful. A lar.e;e number rJf socb. lists ::1 nd Labour Pel rty 
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to be 

connected ,,,i th the Trades ;-InlJ n nd. thev ....,on' t susp~ct you of :L~plication in 

caUed on rw~, I rP.,id the ;::1mendment. Hy c:;;:,eech was short, ~ml :::i.s near to the 
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~te0.-ed n:_, :111J. seconde::I m?-. Then ca.me the vot,,. lt ,,r1s ,;_•v1:•n, ,)r s1.i<>:h1:,1y 

in favour of the arn<?ndm~nt. Tbe : ra.yor s ;:l"i.d, "1t is ;1 close vote, so close 

th?.t i.t ,.; 1:, · 1ld tctke 2 PhDadelphian lawy"'r to decl;.:ire it r.tccur::\tely. But 

' I can do nothin..., else than declare th~ motion r_•arried, and so it oup:ht." 

The crowd poured out of thP. h;,J l •1 nd a feel ir1q; of bitterness prevailed 

amongst those ,,.rho had attended to do,m Fisher. I was subject to mention 

and gevere cri.ticism in the editorial in the "Argus" next morning. 

S6citlism not h::ivi_nrr been estc1blished, the L.1.bour Party was left. to 

carry on. 

A buyer approached me and I agreed to sell my business. My .sympathies 

with the business world had slackened B.8 my interest in Socialist propa~and~ 

increased. And I was " free man once mo:re. No longer should I be p7stered 

with one hundred and one peop1e who had axes to grind at the expense of the 

business man. I could breathe freely and say, "Life is not to drn.w fi:-esh 

~ir -::ind gaze upon the sun. 1 Tis to be free~" 

'N'hat w1.s T to do? If I coulr! not .CJ'o into ·business rtgain I should have -· 

to go rack into industry. \Iha t i.ndustry could I ~o into? I was .. not acquain·­

ted with inrlustry in or around the city, but I had improved. my knowledge of . 

indu-;try rlS it is carried on in and around c i t.ies. I had ,al so become 

Rcquainted wit~ a number of men who apprecta.ted me as a young socia.list 

~r,1~aker, ,\ml some of these sou~ht me out, and offered to put me on ·~he way 

did not wish to go away from the meetinr:s <1 nct -:;oc i.a list propaganda. I · was 

nomin~ted for membership oft~@ Port Phil]ip Stevedores• Association. ·r . 

secured a littl~ work to he~in w:ith. fllen .'falter Thomas Mills came to 



Austra]ia. H~ ,,ras ;.;_ member of the Socialist Pa rty in A1mirica; I lrnow 

nothin1r of that party althou!'.'h I h;hl heard and read of Eugene Victor Debs. 

I had reac'I his pamphlet 011 Industr:i::il Uhionism, and for that I \\faS thankful. 

I had also read of books by Daniel De Leon. His prerunhle of the I .W. ~v'. was 

masterly and years' experience and learning h-clve convi need me that he was 

the mightiest of the mighty round the end of the 19th and beg:innine; of the 

2-0th centuries. He of all Socialists knew the functions of the political 

State. 

Australia had heard a m.unber of overseas orators. Ben Tillet came to 
7 

Australia in 189,, stumped the country a.nd talked Socialism in a. way, but 

all the time - gave a sort of leg up to the rising Labour Party. After him 

the aspirants for pol i.tica l honours cut their hair in the same fashion and 

that lingered for a long ti.me. I t was Tillet who offended at a function 

held in i3a 1 larat, when he refused to to"lst ,,1ueen Victoria. He dropped into 

hot water when he referred to her as some kind of an old woman. 

After Tillet came Mn.rk Twain. Marh hrouqht no messa~e of emancipation 

to the workers of i\ustralia.. His themes were in keepiniz with his writings 

in his books, and after all Mark Twain said and wrote much more than any 

Social.ist or Labour agit,1tor. He had no votes to collect, and no compromise 

to make. 

The nex:t Socia.list to visit .,~.ustralia ~s !lamsay Macdonald. A good 

or;itor, and a mn.n who a:-,pe<\red serious in his intentions to stamp out tlrnt 

system that ex.i sts by sucking the blooct of liv in,:-: l;:-1bour. Macdonald became 

Prime Minister of i~nQ:1and, and alas., poor Mac~ Like all other Socialists 

who became members of the L-1.bour P:1rty, he sunk deeper and deeper into the 

slougb of ;io] itica1 kspond. 
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Then Tom Mann came ;in, I ce,nterminous ,,,i th h.is visit was that of Ben Ti l let 

again. I heard Ben tn one of his best lectures, "The traredy of Humanity 

under r,apitalism." But llen, too, vhen he became a Iat,our Member of 

Parliament mellowed into a ribald reactionary. 
Al; 

No sooner had Tillet returne,~ to i~nq:land than Kier Hard)(, by ~y of 
dJ 

India, vi~ited \ustralia. His pet theme was r~n.gl;:ind in India. Kier Hard~ 

returned, but Tom Mann had not fulfilled his mission. 

Next to rive the Commonwealth the once over w·as a man named Hartley. 

Tillet was fierce, Tom Mann was rugged. But Hartley was a plclcid, plea·sing 

spe:lker. Some of his lectures 1!ere of an educatioml nature, but Marx.i,an 

economics were never handled by him. He "ras a iocialist: of the Robert 

Blatchford type. 

Then came '·.falter Thomas Mil] s, Mi lJ s begafl his platfonn career as a 

temperance lecturer in U.S.A. HavinP.: gained r.onsiderahle experience durinp; 

those ye~rs that he fouiht the deviJ. and drink, he gradu.\t€d into the 

Socialist Party of America. From there, with a book that he h~d compiled, 

he visited A.11~tralia. Bob Ross had notice of his cominl!,, and Bob organized 

a series of meetings for him. The King's Theatre wc1.s his platfonn. A packed 

theatre came to he11r him and many hundred copies of "The Struggle for 

Ktlstence" were sold every Sunday afternoon. Mill~ saw, or thou~ht he saw, 

a good opportunity to establish himself in Melbourne, and set out to 

e;ather in what sh0uld develo;:" into n b<'olka (an cthoriginal word meani.n~ 

1'lwre w~s to J,.-.. no secti.on or :wc::ta.ri..~n·i ~rn in his 

organization. His party w;1 s to be as wide as every shade of thought. All 

the Trades Hall officjals were to finJ ct snug p]ace in i.t. 
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:loss and l'-Lills had talked and ·:o,;s h.~d r,:~c0n111ien,-Ied me a~ 011e lHely to be 

of service to one ir. so :,:r-'at ., , wC',rl- ns rl.ills ,J,2sLi'ed to '.mdert,'1ke. They 

both approached me, and I was forced to consider my pos i tion. ' ;J s Socialist 

Propaganda a mythical thinp.;, or was it some thin,"' tan~ible. The _P.:enera 1i ties 

of Social ism had been ta l Iced for a number of years. H,td we nO\,,r a.rrived at a 

time when generalities should cease to form the theme of socialist propaganda 

Had we arrived at a time t.then we should tackle socialism on its chstict 

acadi~rnic side? Tlu~t ti.me was draw.in.'! ne;-:ir, but only for a few of us. I 

was one that thouo:ht Industrial Unionism should be pushed hard into the 

foreground, but for the gre,:1ter r -;,st our AustraJian socialists had _q:ripped 

nothing beyond generalities. I decided that I might act as secretary to 

Mills, a.nd do what could be done to ;:dvance an understanding of Social ism 

in its truest perspective. 

It was my duty to circularize ,1.ll wbc cc,uld be got in touch w:i,th, and 

com;:iile the reports and sum u,.,, prospects. Such a party as \!ills dreamed of 

could not be inaugurated \.,rithout a paper; Hills and toss drew up a 

prospectus, and marked out the ~re,,ter Piirt of it in preparation for a m..unber 

of costly advertisements. My office ~--rork in conjunction with Mrs. Mills 

occupied m~ all morning, and durinf!; the afternoon I used to visit business 

houses and canvas for ads. Many !)romised to consider ads, when the paper 

became a re-tlity ;:ind on those m."l.ny ".'romises I assure(i him that the income frorr 

th,1t:. sonrce shouJd net mr1ny hnnd1·cd of rounds a year. 

',,ldle Mrs. Mills and l wer,! husy on our rnrt of tlw r:re;,t orgr1ni:d.ng 

camr,aip;n, Mills shipped to Ne1 . .,r'!;eaLmJ, where Koss assured him, thc1nks to 

the rrer;in.tory work a]re;icly d,irKi by t,J-:~ federation of Labour, there was a 
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mighty work to be i'I.CComplished by ~~ills and liis efforts. But something 
~...,..-l• 

~Jtmet1ed. One Mor~an, in U.S. :\., editinr, a paper, "1'he Provoker", ·made a 

vitriolic attack on MiJ1-s. That article was reproduced in- "The PP-or,l_e", 

Soc'L~list Labour Party paper ci rculatine; in Sydney and it was the anti­

thesis of all that could be comrlimentary to Hills. Th~ Heavens were •high, . 

and the Cz.=tr far away, as the n.uss ians used to say, but. ~Lill s did not; return 

to Australia to foJJ.ow on the work he had initiated. The article in "The 

People" astonished i\ustra1ia. 

It mattered not that it were all true, or only partly true, or that 

there 1.r;1s only an infinitisimal portion of truth in
1
1.t. It had an effect. 

A Lahour politician, or a union off iciaJ, can g;o far wroni:r; and be forgiv~n, 

but an oversea agitator has to Jive up to an unhlemish~d recorJ., or be 

damned. t\n Australian may be false to his country or his class. An 

Austnlian may be false to a friend, but the man who comes to alight on the 

L'.lbonr ·n,wement from overseas must c1.rne with an unblemished r~corJ.. It was 

enou,c,:h. Mi]ls ei~her found New -::enhnd ~ bettet"' fcedirn:i.: r:roun:1, or his 

reputat.ion so dented that he deci::!ed to st."ly for a time in the shivery isles. 

Mrs. Mills received word to square off in Me]bourne and follow her husoand. 

The wor·k that she and I had done ha.d gone for nau . .!:ht. I feared for su€c~ss 

from the first~ :.fith the labour P:irty successfu]]y -~~;1ted on the treasury 

benches of the Gommonwea ltb, and t 1w Labo,.1r movem€nt so honey-combed with 

11 t t'.il.s tifll•;:! there ;1s a CTO[' of Lqbour trouble afoot. The su£1:ar 
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But with craft unionism as the industrial b,'.lsis of the Labour Movement, 

success was not to he exnected for the su1.?;ar worker~. The Colon.ial .Su.t~ar 

Refininl.T Company sour.:ht l ,1hour in all parts of the C01J1111onwealth an<l soon 

recruited as many men as W(~re requjred. 

Then er-aft uni.on recr~ancy ;iss1:~rtecl itself. Se;:J_men and railway men 

refused to make common cause, an:.-\ the 1.·:.:ttersiJ?. :orkers, whe were willing_ 

to ;:,la·,- their part, W<'!re pr~va.iled on by ,;. H. Hu.~hes, who was General 

President of the Federdtion, to rema .in at work and kee;:, honourably to their 

a ,e;reements. \ strike on their part destined to do injury to the Labour 

Party caused the t.Jaters-ide ,:orkers to load sup:ar that haJ been harvested and 

crushed ~th blackleg Jabour. The strike drai!J!;ed on but by craft union 

methods was· brou,c;ht to nau-":;l1t. 

Then the men in the ImplemP-nt Hanufacturing industry employed by 
/4u6~1 Vic.'71)/Cl ~t:J.(Ay 

H!i~h 1/:i . ..;:te,·7· ;,(aeJ.ay ce.=tsed work. It was another craft nnj on strike; the 

headquarters of the strike corronitt~e was in the Trades Hall, but that 

helped the c~1se but little. Unions with unlimited c~sh at their ~i~p6sal 

did not feel d i.svos~ to reduce their bank surplus by v~ry much, and at 

Uni.on meetini.rs only small ;imounts were voted to as s i!-:t the stri.kers' families. 

strugt?:le asserted itself. .:\ Cllrnnittee of men and ,.ve1me~1 set to wori< to 

canvas and collect. .\ r;oo,H::· s1.,n Cc,_:11e in .:ind much in t'ie share of foodstuffs 

Soci:).lists, a 1 1d 1 was one o[ the111 _, vi_5 ; teJ the Trndes Hall day hy ,Jay, 

F'rank Hyett paid the strHers a v i.s'L t. iie h.:i . .-J been sent a lon,, with a 
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substantial cheque by the !~i]w,'.ly F:,i_on. t'ran~ ·-:as ca·lled on to speak, and 

Capitalists", he sai.d, "and c1s for th1.)se wlio hlackl1~1•;, n·Lve them a h~l1-.fire 

time." frank was ranturously apolauded foJ· his fig;hting speech, but ·,ms 

afterwar,is know~•throup;h the papers as "Hell ~'ire'' Hyett. 

Joe Skeehan was the secretary of the Uni.on at the time, but it broke 

Joe down, when he ·was compelled to suffer defeat with a union of half 

starved men. But Joe never leJrned t.he lexion of the ~lass struggle. He 

beQ;an the fight a craft unionist. He went through it as one and ended as 

he heP,:an, in spite of all the Soci,\list propap;anda th;'lt I and some · others 

endeavoured to inculcate. 

As a craft union s:trik~ it was bound to fail, and fail it did, and once 

again the workers in the h:-trvester manufacturint?: industry were forced bacJ.. 

on to the seven shillin~r,'3 a Jay 1_-rar;e Higgj ns prescrib~d as beinc:!; sufficient 

to keep a man ,,".i t ,:i a wife ."lnd three ci1i1dren i11 fn,ga 1 comfort. Th~ class 

stru,:i;gle was tacitly assertin!! itself a11 over .-\ustraJia. 
0 

The lflarr;n6t l'dine in Tasmania, loc.'.\ted in ci.1most inaccessib1e- mountains 

o.n the west coast bred trouble. There ,,,ere no mim~rs w,io could be hired 

to replace th~ men whn lied mt only strue;t, but h"'d left the di strict. The_ 

mine \tJ'clS declared "black" amt •10 r.t)n holding a ~1iner 1 :~ \ssodtltion Gar:-d 

could he inJuced to ffO to 3,~ek wor i- in the ~f;,. 0 ·l1e.t. 



contract. That system of i.ntensifyint labour- never ;,ppe;.:ired c1.nathema to 

the m.iners of Lyel 1. It produced, ,rncl continued a h.:1rmony between the 

nL1nagement and the men f1:,r the seventeen years of the mi..ne' s existence. 

But one even.inrr: it , .. r:ts discovered thc\t a man muned {hite, one of the 

cor1tractors, had acq·,1ired a hn.b it of roinr- hack into the mine after tea 

each eveninz \-,he.re he indulP.;ed in barring do\>!n the baulked ground from . the 

firing: out as they went off shift. Immediately he was placed under interdict 

The miners demanded his dismissa]. The m1T1r1.£1;ement \{as obdurate. A strike 

occurred~ All the miners qnit work and for seven weeks the Great Lyell 

and North Lyell ama)p.;ama.ti.on wer~ idle. ~!en could not he obtaint!d for 

bla.ckleg:<:;lng: The haul~p;e up the mountain. did ,1ot work and a hundred 

huckets on the aerial train ref1.1sed to travel. The smeltJr stacks no longer 

be1 c:hed forth smoke eharg;ed with sulphur ,1.nd nrsenic to destroy a] l vegetatio1 

colour ,1.nd he;:i.1 thful looks retnrned to the faces l)f the men wl10 ha,l been 

for ~o lone: h.ld,ien from :stinslline <.1nd tl~e Jil!.ht oC ,fay. "God moves in :i 

mysteri\1US way his wonders to t,erf orm" might ht,ve been truly a pp1 ied to the 

men of Ht. Lyell. 

Altlv·our.;h the miner3 heU n Ley nositi.on th;1t in jtself 1ne;i.nt but little 

com;,rondse in the end. Then~ '.',"lS ,·;n revolution;11~y sririt permeati.n,r the men 



wee', s icll eness 1v~d crot ti,e mJne Ollt 

profit of a 

-itl • ·1 s l~orta.£'e of men 

there :\~:"'t 5 110 time for re~;1i.rs. ~Iy rrtat·=, "5peeWR" Smit::, and j_ had to $et up 

tim~er, j tJ some ca5e~ fi"e sets hi'-":l•, 1-nd rro nm:loclr to stea<ly ?,ny cc · '· . it. I 

could see notliin;!, but ,Ji s ;.1.ster ahead. 

In some · 11lilces where we worked ,.-,e '.v-ere in .-ian,..c_ff of our lives, · and anly 

the heavy s_~ts of timber p t'event~d nnrw men from lo::; in'! theirs. The1~e was 

n terrible cr·➔. sh of ore cm one level, and the rnini no: inspector caJcul~ted 

it "'t rriore thr,n twenty thousand ton"ci. It w~s a r,rofi.t'lble fall of ere for the 

needed f isi.ni-r. I began to fear th1t J •.ro1_ild st1y a 1iay too long. I had 

worked five months without mi ssi ,w eve•1 a day, and had saved forty pound.s, 

I had written several a rt .i c1es for the "Soc ic11 i_s t", :c\tld they appea.rP.d as I 

wrote tl1em ~ Miners comd de red that I w~ s too severe in m:,, cr:i_ticism, and 

th~t the mine was safe> enouri:h. '1Gustorn. hid m::i.de 1t ;ln e~sy property in 

them." Ti111.~, however, w·::1_s with me. The mine worvin£'s were cm the mountni.n 

about two ;ni is-.s, Ther':! 1e cl .imhecl into ore t-rnchs, ;,_nu wer~ hn.u)ed by a 

small lflccmotive to the .€not of the :1r:1ul::i.ue - a steep jncline tra.i'11. <5ix 

trucks at c~. time wer~ J1)-:ifod a.n,1 h,n,1ed to the tor of th1>. djviJe. In ]oads 
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like th::i.t. • . .re 1v·,~re s;:,.ved :i ti.ring climb. At rnidni.!!ht ,-;\;en •,•! S-"nt off 

::ifternoon shift we were f creed to ruP ;~o,,,n the mounta Ln side ,,;i th lar:terus 

and a wind hl()wi.ne: at a speed of t,.,·enty miles an hour. The lighthouse at 

Ca;"e Sorrell blinked ;it us throu•r,h the 1-rind and c;tor-m., but i.f our lanterns 

went out it mocked us. There was no l i p.:hti rn•. of a. hmp on tiv-2 mountain side. 

Here and t!1ere therl~ was a prospector's tunnel, ~n,l if one 1 s lie;ht blew out 

near any of these it might he possib 1 e to ~et un..iergroum! a n1i re-light. 'vhen 

it rained, an oi.lcoat by :itself was of little ~ervice. One h,1d to w:ear 

ollcloth leggings from boots to hips. It was true that men earned the money 

the rich corpora ti.on pa i_d. 3ome t'.·,ere ._,,ere who h:id lived at Lye 11 since the 

mines were first opnned, and in sp:ite of 1.ind, r!'lin ,1_nrl smelter smok•~ would 

not tr~lde ~he .'est Co.1st of Tasmania for any otl1er pG rt of the Gornmonweal'th. 

Other~ were there only tennorarily. Many "''f're on their round. F'or a while 

they worked at Lyell, then they left for Broken Bill; from there they went 

to Cobar for a snell and then cro::;sed the Tasman sea to New Zealand, to work 

in the rich faihi. They werP. men 1.rithout families or encumbrances. 

6onnanstown on top of the mount, near the mines, was once a thriving town, 

hut when the "wild cats" closed down and oor,ulation diminished it became 

deserted. In a deep g:ully below the •forth Lyell, on the !·ting_ n.iver fall,. 

there was ;i smaJl town n..-imf:)d Linda, and 1n this inhospitable gulch many 

made homes. I woulct have been heartily sorry to m.-1.rry a Socialist girl and 

t;::ike be~- to such ;:i ph~e for a lifetime. ,~ut there are men who can live in 

Hell if on]y given a ~limose of Heaven as they pass. 

One afternoon 11::;pee\v,1 11 and T were timberinp- to catch un some ground 
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that was in c!an!-"er of crashin~, and blocking an ore pass. I was not timid, 

but I did va. Jue l:i fe, a ncl when the .iob was finished I decided to qu.l t. The 

time-keeper tlia t came througi1 the mine, as a check on the man who cal led the 

roll and e;ave the candles out, came to us. I asked him to nput in my ti.me" 

as the miners called it. 

"You are too critical, Alf", he said. "The mine is alright. It is the 

end of the year and the prof it has been good. <\fter the 30th September there 

will be a lot of work done to put the mine in good repair, and it will be 

yours and flSpeewa. 1 s" work to do your part of your shift. \vhat do yo1J say, 

"S peewa"? 

"MY --~-'.'9 oath," Speewa" answered, "and we are just the gentlemen who 

can do it." 

"Look here, r-;rnie", I said, "'-vhen 1 •:O up the shaft and out of the 

tunnel toni1Iht I wiJ1 be on the safe side. You will never see me down in 

these drives ,rnd stopes a~ain." 

I had scarcely returned to Melbourne when two men were killed. They 

were in the main mine. It was crib time and they went to what they considered 

a safe pla.ce, qut the back came down and they were buried and killed. I 

wrote another article for the "Socialist." This time I ventured to prophecy. 

I concluded my articJ e hy wri tin~, ''Nothing on earth can prevent a t~rribl.e 

c; atastrophe beside which the sad murder of our two working clA.ss comrades will 

be a small t:1ing." That started thin,.,<i. Th•~ Comp..-,ny could r,ot aJ101.r their 

system of m;.1na~ement to be criticisell to that extent hy a socialist. 

Maurice RJ::i_ckburn, now a member of Parliam~nt, was doin.r.: a turn as editor· 

of the papc>r. The comnany 1 s solicitor anproc1che•J him, bo,f ur, co}:d.es in 
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noon't take 'c:/il<,on too easy", said Rlackbur,1, "He will_ not stand on 

court procedure. He will cha llen~e judge and jury to visit the mine and 

he assured me, that knowinP; it as he does, he will take them to places that 

they wi. ll fear to stay in." 

There was no bluffing the company's solicitor. He was detennined. 

,\n inspector of mines from Victoria and one from New South ,'.,fales were 

ent!aged to inspect the mine and report. But alas1 They arrived at 

Queenstown by the train at seven 0 1 clock in the evenine:, and the disaster 

had taken place at eleven in the morning. They were in time to give their 

technical ski'll in aidinq: rescue work. forty-eight men lost their lives 

and thirty more died afterwards as a result of havinf!; taken part in rescue 

work. The mine went afire in the disaster, a.nd the ~~s from burning timber 

poisoned all who inh:ll ed it. It was a 11 as I had stated - a sacrifice for 

divldends. I was not prosecuted nor jailed. I was hailed in Melbourne as an 

intuitive propa;irandist nnd the one who foreto],l.the Mount Lyell disaster. 

!<'or that I drew crowds to the Socialist meetinP: on Yarra Bank, and when I 

lectured on the Gaiety platfonn I found the audience 1ar~e. H. Scott Bennett 

returned for a visit and for lecturinff lfe was paid three ,guineas. He 

lecture d two Sundays .::-1nd when he left for 3roken Hil] I was elected to 

follow him. My 1 ectures, for wl, i c\J I received nothin~, were res -:,cnsible 

for co 1 1 PCt ions eciua 1 to those when '-;cott Bennett 1 ectured and received 

thr~~e ~uiner1s. I was cornLn,~ on. 
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CHAPTB:R V 

I endured a few d;:i_ys of idleness and then f e] l into what stevedores 

would call a !?;OOd run of work. I was not specially favoured, but work was 

abundant, and I could ~et i.n with any and everyone. Sometimes I was 

employed by men who were members of the Socialist Party, others because 

of hearing: me on the pier, g;ot to know me, and so I was never idle. I 

became one of the re,gular Yarra Bank speakers, and took several tyros in 

hand .. One was a raw recruit, Jack Cain, but he improved \ll'ith practice and 

instruction. But like many more he secretly joined the Labour Party, and 

made a two years membership., so that when the opportunity occurred he was 

nominc'lted for selection ::i.id enter~d ·Parliament. Tha.t was the end of his 

Socialism. He has since become a Cabinet Minister. That, I am afraid, 

requires no special ability. The strike of 1928 disgraced him for he 

supplied trains for scabs and police to protect them. 

At the end of a busy summer, I was walking down th,>: street to the 

Stevedore's Club, when I was met by several members. "\ve have been talking", 

said one of them, "a.nd we hc1ve concluded that we need a live President. We 

have had dead heads too ]onl!. What about you?" 

I had to admit th" t it was too sudden a question for me to answer 

there ad then. I left tht>.m, promi.sin,~ to think ;ibout it. When I arrived 

at the c:luh, I was approached by more of the coterie, and persuaded to 

consider seriously. Meeti n.e: night came around, and my name was ca.lled. I 

was promised by .Joe Morris, the secretc1,ry, and sort of boss of thf) Union 

that I would be rewarded by a sip:nifi,::ant be;.\tin/'!:• "These men won 1 t have 
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a "Red" for chainnan, and the cheek of a yotmf." mernbAr 1 ik~ you to tit ink 

that. you t".an get votes enou•r,h." 

The votinp; was on a Friday and Saturday, and the counting: was done on 

the Sunday; everythina:, even the engarT,ing of labour was done on Sunday in 

Joe M:orris's unioh. 

I ~s en,'!;aged for a boat on Sunday, and on l•londay morning went to. the 

pier. 

"So you are our ne\v President", was the e;reeting from one member, and 

I soon discovered that there was truth in his remark. 

Two days later the Vigilant Officer called an me and told me that there 

was to be a meetiIV?: of the new r~xecutive. A delegate from the Miners' 

Union was ov,er from New So'l,lth Wales, and wished to address us. He was 

collecting funds. '.de met, but Morris treated me shabbily. There was no 

retiring President to i nstal or instruct me. I just had to take the chair 
~ 

and open my rule book. Not beinr,: a new chum, and being~ product of the 

Socialist Pc1.rty I was not placed at a disadvantage. 1~xperience w;is 

necessary, and I possessed it. A.e;ain it was a defeat for Morris. We heard 

the delerrate explain the merits of the strike, and decided to sl.lll11lon a 

special meeti~ of members for Sunday morning to recommend voting a hundred 

;:,ounds, the amount to be recouped by a levy. 

The meetiJ endorsed the Committee's recommendation. The cheque was ,. 
s i~ned and sent, and in tl1'c! course of a few days the hundred was in the 

hank to the credit of the Union. The nl~W ronwdttP(" li;id ri loyal mcmh~r:c::hir. 

There was P-'OOd su;-,port for the Socialist President. J was becomin.ir well 
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established in the Labour Movement. I only needed to join tl,e Labour 

Party and soon I should be in Parliamentt but l could not he a Marxian and 

a labour Party Han. One was an antithesis of the other. One maintained 

the r.,ower of the Sate; the other aimed at its destruction. There could be 

no Socialism under a Capitalist State in~trumentality. 

I was soon to learn that I was in the camp of the enemy. Not one man 

of a11 the old hands •.rho were resionsible for 'the engair,ing of Labour would 

even 1 oo k at me. Thil t d i_d not trouble me to any gren t extent. I had a. 

cou;,le of hundred pounds in the bank, and wHh one small job on Monday of 

each week I would be able to continue in office and defeat my enemies. 

There was a rule on the book that was more frequently observed +-in the 
to 

breach than.the observance. Members were not/be engaged for work between 

mid-day Saturday and seven-thirty on Monday mornings. But as the employers 

desired to engage labour on Sunday for an early start on Monday mornings 

the rule w,1.s allowed to ;itrophy. What the shipping interests demarled was 

conceded. I mortally hated must.ering on Sundays, and now was favoured with 

an opportunity of enforci.nv.- the rules. I read the rule to the members of 

the Committee, an,d havin2: a Committee that, for the .e:reater part, was with 

me, it ~s decided to e,111 a special meeting and ask members to agree to 
e. 

strict enforcement. Ne&Uess to mention the Comn:1ittee' s recomrn~ndation 

was endorsed. It chnqri ned Morri..s and his old cronies hut the buU of the 

members a:,precir1ted tht~ er,forcement C1f th~ rule. At one time it was customary 

to engrtge labour any time bet,..,een seven thirt and bedtime. Being a cluh, 

members could attend at any time they ple,ised. If a rnan failed to rer,ort 

for work ,~t. st~rti.nl?'. tjrne after tea, a messa.~c \•r;:is sent per r,hone and a man 
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could always be en!':i'l r;,:e:l. Such a practice h,Hi to be ,{ i scont i..nued. : !e 

appealed to members and hours were fixed from seven,-thirty to ten a.m. 

and from three to four p.m. It wa_s a good refonn, arid enabled me to enjoy 

a lot of my spare time at home, and en.~agP- in study. Morris and the old 

tim,;_,rs were extremely hostile to me for the reforms ,rained, but I persevered. 

It hn~;)Cned that the Committee cr1.l led metnbers together for a special 

meetin!Y one Sunday mornin•!, four months rlfter I h,Hi been elected President, 

and boycotted. It WilS my chnnce. One old hand who was the leader of a 

crowtl, and a rep.;ular em~loyee, moved to adjourn the specfal business. He 

had been 1eft out, and considered he w:-1s stoo,i down by the employers. I ' 

heard his ~rievance, but refl;sed to :uljo;Jrn special business for him or any 

one else. }torris tried to dictate to me ;is he had heen in the hablt of 

d.i ctat: ing to other Pre sichmts. I ruled him out, and ,,m.s afterwards told that 

it. was the first time x: in a dozen years that that dictn.torial gentl~man had 

been seated by a President. I spoke sevPrely to the man who considered 

hjmc:.elf hoycotted, and inf0nned him c1~,d his r,;q11porters thn.t h,~ and they had 

applied the hl1ycott to me, and as I i.vas ta.kinrz my e:ruel they would have to· 

do likewise. That was the end of th~ boycott rtgainst me. On Honday ml'rnin,~ 

T was approached by a dozen deputy foremen, as the leaders were termed, a~d 

could have my pick of jobs. from then on I went ahead and hever knew what 

idle days ,,;ere. 

!i~for,., thP mu•,t ~ri rv bo'lrs \,r8re f i '<ed, then~ 1.;ere somP stran,~e ..Io.i1w·s. 

,ine evenin·.T .,. h, ,d to chl)o~;e between ,1.t.tendin~ am,,~.._~tirw: of the Co-o;.'. noard 

and presidinr~ at ~- un.i.on meetin:,;. l decided in Cwour of the Union. \ihen 

the mect;n,.,. op0,;wd a member move..-.l to a djourn to hei'lr can-Ji.d ,➔.tes fo,~ 
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Parliament sr.,eak at a meet i.ng in the street. I consented, and hurried 

away to the Co-op. meetine-, only to learn next n1ornin~ that there "'as a 

foreman on the rremi ses 1D enga,~e labour for a timber f:!oa t to be~in dis­

chargin!!. next morning. He engaged his men, and called my name amongst the 

rest. I was gone, and missed • .\fter that I refused to adjourn _a. meeting 

for any re:,son Wt:atev,!r. There was not much need for adjournments when the 

musterinr hours were fixed. 

My nex:t interest in Union nmtters was to disturb an equilibrium. The 

only port in Australia wl1er0 ...,'a ters i de workers were di •:ided into two unions 

was the ;1ort of ~felbourne. Two ttl'lions w~re formed in the ea.rly d::i.ys of the 

colony. A] l I ntersta t~ ho~ ts berthed ur the r.i vet .. , an.I a J l · overseas ships 

discharged '"\ t Port Melbourne pier. 1n the sailino: shi. r ,1ays only sailor 

men were able t,o 1orld ;md dischar~e sailing 3hips, and t};.::it was responsible 

for A. unj on of ex-se1.m0,,. :ith the 'est t•le lbourne dock a ml the p~ssinp: of 

the sailors th!:\ days for two unions had di.sa:mea red. I moved for an 

1'' . • 
1 ,orr 1.s. It was .q big fi.«ht, but I diJ not despair. I \,ms a bett.er 

speaker than he, and did not r~1y on the s<.=mtimenti-ll m•~tlH1.-J of cryinc• like 

a baby on the platfonn in order to impress my audience. Hembers heard me 

patiently and R.l!reed to a conference of dele[_'!:n. tes. This time Morr.is was 
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and it was agreed to elect a cortmittee of delegates to meet delegates ft'Qm 

the SteveiJores Union. ~fy own Unii'n appointed delegates, _and we waited .for 

?.. summons to atten~I c1 conference. A_g;ain we met ·with op ,osition. Morris 

wou11 not convey to me !,he message from our kindred brothers. The Wharf 

Union delegates .attended but I was not th,.,.re with my delegates. But our, 

Vi.1;1 lent Off i c~r a,ssure,l the <lisappointe'1 deleg,1 t~s · from th~ other Union 

that he would ·"'w1.rantee our presence r1t the office next mornin~. ~ve met 

c\Ud th,~re :~ml then deci,·le,,i, a.fter :Jehc1.tin.~ reasons, that the two Unions 

·should 1n caJ1ed on to balJot an~ decide for or iH·,ai.nst one union. Industrial 

Unionism w.s r:1y theme. Horris rlenmnded a two-thjrds 111:i .~ori..ty, a.lth,:iu.p,:h 

nothirw more than a IJllljority was dem::ind.ed by the rulP.~, no. mat.ter hQ;.., serioi1s 

the vote •. 1 w:a,s. confident th-3.t I shonl d win cl two-thi_rd.s ~.nd ~rante1;l th.::1t 

majority. Th~ \harf Uni on decided br a he;wy majority, but m:r union voted 

t•.renty short of t,.,,,. t~,ro-t;i irds. I should have won, but for the fact that 

qu~ Yi ve. 
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his ·conduct. He had not been authorise,! to Ydte any one, hut he i.i'.id j_t 

all the same. 

The meet l'.1": morning :-,rrived, and 1,rheri I --~ech.red what the 'business Yal 

to be, ~fords rose to his feet and ,fom:1.ncted to be allo1ved to rM.d the l~tters. 

I r~fused to allow him, and his <;Up 'Orter-s d~m;::i.nded ·tb1 t he read the letters. 

I was nd.amant, for they were not authorttat"i.ve from th?. Committee's point 

of view. T11e meet:in•r ffecided that it •vQul i b,~ wise to develop -the sch.et!IE:l·• 

'Several Com•1ittee meetin<rs were heJd, :rnd it ::,.dv~nced well <>n th~ ~t/3:Y 'towar<i,s­

establ:i shment. Just then the ma. n who f'j_ rst inttoduced it ~o me left for , 

Ta11ma.n.ia, ar,,i not bein": mnde of the sa.m~ fi~hti.n!I' metal as me woi1ld not help 

any .further. Th~ schene w~nt · into abeyance and Union !:Jatter-s occupie~ most 

of l!iy time. 

The \·faterside ·-.rorkers were un.der R;,-reements th~1 t •rere .to e.-c.pire in al 1 · 

ports on November the 9th., 1913. A1thou£!'h th~ Union was registered • thfi, , 

Arbitration and Conciliation Act, there w-a.s no award. There -.,;as to b~ <.\ ,_ 

co~erence to draw up ~- ;;et of workinR; conditions to be uniform for all ports. 

There were to OP, a' series of Committee meetings.. As President I •~as a 

member of all ('!C)!Ytmittees. It was meetin<!; after m·~et i.1v week after week, a~4 

•-;01rH:~ti:11P.s ·re met on Sunday afternoons. The Union ke~ me busy, and my 

spea kim!, w;i s not so frequent, a] thou,o;h I loved Rpeakin!J'. best of a] l. The 

domestic rules needs must be revised to fit in wit!, the new demands thP.t 

we were to make on the shi.p owners <trid steve:::lorinr-i; companies, and another 
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Gomntitt ,~e •-ms P-lected. I h:id ·another meet .ino- a we0k to .c1ttend, an.! so was 

e.,iirrosged 111 tl·,e business of th~ Union. It ,:r1s :,01n..-.tlnt inconsi~tent to. be 

so busy ,,, : t:, the affairs of a cruft union while c1 t the same time clemanding: 

the end of th~ wages system, hut the fitht was th•~re, ;rn<l could not be 

avoided, c1nd as for me I felt that I could do more for the ment who had 

electt~d me to 1-,e th~I r C:hief []:xecut1-ve Officer, th:tn any else at that time. 

Ti.Me, lP-arnin~ and ex".)erience have convinced me otherwise. 

,\t Jast all the .::it;enda and revision committee meetings were over and 

nothiw; rem,.1.ined but a sDecial meetinf!: to 2dopt what the Committees had 4one. 

Notice was given and a rneetLng- arranged for a Sunday afternoon in the Town 

Hal1. l t 1 . .ras a mirhty gatherinr-;. Ninety per cent of the membership crowded 

into the hall. 

''You will never get tliroul!h the business at this meetin,e:", said Morris. 

But we iii d. \11en the meeting was over hP. asked where I gained the experience 

that enabled me to preside over a meeting of so much im;)ortant business ard 

ru'3~1 it throudi in less than three hours. 

"In the Sociali-st Party", I answered. 

Ihile the ]2.st of the business l(a.S being got throu~h nominations were 

sent in. Two de1egates were to p:o the Sydney. Horris feared that I would.be 

one of them, so had heen stacki.11J? the cards against me, as he thought. He 

had six men's consent to nomination, believing that if the vote were split 

on me, lie •.,·ou1.d he sure t.0 to~• tlin roll ·111d m,~~ lie deft!iltPd. 1:ut ,da~~ Th,..,. 

vote went strongly for me. T it was '"lio toppeJ the poll and not '.•iorris. 

Such a thing had never ha;nened before, Horris and T, two men diametrically 

opposed in opinions were to attend the corif erence as co-delegates. Roth 

factio11s would he rer.,re~ented. Joe w:ts ap:i.n~, and his health WA.S not of the 
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best, md the def eat upset him. Monday saw him in bed with a he;irt trouble. 

: .. ~1en I left for Sydney he was still abed, but at th~ week end he manap.;ed to 

leave his bed and get across. 

I was acquainted with '4. M. Hi,e;hes. I had met him when I was a. boy 

amon~st the sheds with shearers. Billy was doing some organizing, ~nd in 

1894, the year of the big shmrers 1 strike, he made his entry into the New 

South 1laJes Strite Parliament. From there he stepped to the hi~her political 

sphere, and was a member of the Great A.ustra lian Parliament. He was General 

SecrP-t~ry of the ~ydney Union, and President of the Federation. Many thought 

him a wonderful fellow, hut I was not in agreement with them. To me he was 

an intriguer of. intriguers. I detested him from my Socialist viewpoint. 

He ~1d fathered the Boy Conscription Act, the Navi~ation Act, and was a 

party to the establishment of the Commonwealth Bank. These were the anti­

thesis of what a Socialist progranvne ought to be. I went to Sydney prepared 

to fight hi.m. Neither he nor Morris were in very much favour with r1ueensland 

delegates. The strike of men in the Sugar fie] ds and mil ls in 1911, when 
-0,, 

H~~hes £\Dd Morris had. ordered the ',.Jaterside 'iforkers to keep at work, -when 

the shi~ing of SUl!'ar wa<; helping the su~ar combine to defeat the strikers had 

not made the dele,q:ates from the North favourable to Morris. The secretary 

up ti11 that time was but a nominal official, but the 1913 conference that 

we were to attend was to elect a full time secretary. Ue) egates from the 

Melbourne ,Jh~rf Uni.on recormJended me, and my name w1.s b~iGted amonrrst the 

d~1e~;\tes. Morris P"Ot to he,,r of it, and fei\rjn_r: defeat nftl'r experiences a t 

home, api)rO?..ched IIug~s. liughes did not desire me. I was not likely to be 

pliable enoue:h in his hands. He approached Hat McCabe, Secfetary of the 

,! ·, 
;~ 
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Rrisbane 8ranch, but Mat refused. He expected shortly to receive an 

appointment to the business man.-,~ement of the "Brisbane .3tandard", the 

1"?eder.:1tion job would only be v1orth five pounds ;:i weel,, but the paper job 

would be six pounds at least. Hughes urged him to stand and split the vote, 

and .if e \ ected, he would use his inf1 uence to have McCabe n proi nted to the 

other _;ob, when he co1.ild resii;,;n and leave ~lorris in. In the meantime Horris 

w~s to be kept actin~. 

The conference 1v-as openedafter a week end in the chief city of the 

Commonwealth. Hughes delivered a long political speech, and mentioned only 

a little of the industrial. I was wrathful with him but was compelled to 

swallow my ch;J~rin for the time bein;9:. The election took place. Morris 

lost hec1.vily. He could only secure seven votes out of the twenty-six cast. 

·McCabe comnanded 10 and I nine. McCabe was declared the winner. Poor Morris, 

he .-1n.s not too welJ in health, and the loss of a coveted joh upset him 

complete] y. 1.vhen McCabe thanked de] ee;ates for the honour they had done him, 

Morris rose, and ma (le a dirty attack on the man who had been elected. 

"I aJways regarded Mr. ~tcCabe as a frien<l", he said, "but never in this 

world again will I regar'1 him as such. McCabe and I are enemies." Here he 

burst into tears, and sobbed bitterly. HU·"!.:hes patted him on the back, like 

'3 child, and said, "Never mind, Joe", I am sorry for you, but you will be ac 

alri.ght in the end", and turning to the ~lelegates h~ SctU, "I am heartily Sorr:J 

to lose ~fr. t•forris. He and I ,,.ot on we1l while he wns ,:1ctinr.:, and I ;im sure 

we shanld get on well for a1.l time. Hr McCr!he \.,/'ill do his duty nobly, I am 

sure. Hr. :ilson l am not too familiar wit;,, but hjs temperarm-mt and 11ine 

would nev~.r bl~nd, and I am sure, in the inter,~sts of our or.g:1nization you 

1J;.,.ve ma.rle a wise choice." 
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It was th~ first week in October, and McCa~e was not asked to take up his 

duties then and there. Hup;hes urged tllat he be a 11 owed to return to 

Brisbane and report on the r,onference, resi,rn his position L"l the Branch, 

and be ,:,;i.ven till Janwiry the first to take up h i.s new duties. Thirty 

pounds 'vf!S also voted at the insti~ation of Hughes to defray the cost of 

transferrinr-; his family and their belonginrrs from Brisbane to Melbourne. 
- .{? 

Hughes was called to Melbourne. An important division was to be taken 

in the Federal House, and his presence and his vote were demanded. I was 

nomim ted for the chair, and for the first time since the tvaterside h'orkers• 

Federation was fonned a meeting was conducted without Hughes in the chair. 

I was honoured to be the f.irst that sat in his seat after him. Going to 

lun~h, Jack Rourke of R.ockhampton a•1d I walked together, and as we talked he 

said, "You had bc1d luck. If you had been half a day in the chair before the 

election of the Secr~tary, you woulJ have be~te,-: McCnbe and Horris easily. 

You were not too well known to all the ·1ueensland boys. 11 

'1/e were taken for an outin.1; on the Sunday, and were provided a dinner by 

the delegates from Sydney Branch. ~ve were taken uo and down Hacking Harbour, 

and at a guest house w~re entertained. Various delegates were called on to 

make s,eeches; what for, I did not "savvy." \e were hearing and making 

speeches every day for a week nearly, and there was another fortnight to go. 

Surely 1.re should h,we been allowed to en ioy harmony. The fat was in the fire 

whei1 \(orr i.s rose to propose the toast of the i•'eden t ion. He burst into tears 

and sfanP-:\orangect McCabe and I for darinp; to compete and deprive him of the 

secr~taryshi;:,. I grew disg-usted, went outside, lit a cigar a.nd waited till 

the sord Ld speechmali inr: was over. How I wished I were on Yarra Bank, talking 

:3cientific Soci.ali.sm. 
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The Confer<"nce did not end everythin~. ;JeleP,·,, tes had to be elected 

to the F'ede::."al Committee. I lool<ed throno:li the rules ,1.r11l di.scovered that 

the Stevedores were ent.itled to two dele.e:ates. There held not been an 

election for yer1rs. Morris sat, self-appointed, with two votes. There was 

a firrl;t to prevent a second delegate, knowi.n~~ that it would be me. I 

declared i..rorris not a dele~ate as there had been no yea_rly election. 'le 

held an e]ec.t.ion, and w.i tb Morris I was elected - only a few votes X, 

separa tin1; us. T. was now to get r.i.e:ht in to the fii:,.lt tin~ arena with Hu.e-hes. 

I had occasion to be bitter ,,,ith b:im. He was sacri fici.nf:! us to political 

jobs. "Don I t let us hurry to the shipowners", he ur.f!ed, 111.ve lost the 

l◄'ecleral election on the cry of the 11:"{ural -iorker' s Log", and the New South 

:.fales election is comin'! on. Don't force the Labour Party to risk losing 

on the ''Waterside Worker's Loe;. 'ttt 

The 1 og ought to h·ive heen submi tt-?.d to the ~l1i powners :immedfa.tely 

before the ninth of Novemher, but it was t.he middle of tne following January 

before they ,,.ere notified. McCabe did not take up his duties on January the 

fiist, but appeared to a tten,-t the Conference with ship owners, and had with 

him hi.s resiP"nrttion. It was as Hughes armn?-;ed. He had succeeded to the 

position that ;-ittracted him. The way w;is not open for me then. All dele~ates 

that attended the ~onfen•nce ,-.rere written to and asked to nominate someone. 

l "8S nomlnated, Horris 1-ras nominated, and Te,-1 Creamer, a delegate from the 

\'11:1rr Pr.irn,, insti 1':1t\,J by fl1whes, a1s~.., ,,_~lt himself nomin;ited. lt took mor~ 

th::in " n.io11t:1, rtnd ,,+,en t:,e nomin"'tions 1.;erf' in they 1.ere pi~~eonhol.ed till 

'lfter sever,:il conferenc(~S ,,,i th ship owners, and <t :--r·otr:tct,~d :\rbitrc1.tion 

case. lt w,-1s so necir the n1:-'xt conference that d·. lv""tS scarcely worth while 
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bothering. I withdrew. Hue:hes immediately ordered his rrote~e to withdraw, 

and 1-·forris ,,.1,1s Jeft in. Immediately after Hu_ghes persm1.ded the Hanagement 

Comrnittee to elect Greamer assistant secretary to Horris, and two days later, 

with out consul tin!!; anyone, he engaged Seni¼ tor De L1.rgie 1 s daughter to ,go into 

the office and do •mat neither the Secretary or his assi s~.nt were capable of. 

I enga.e;ed in many bitter fights wit:, Hug:hes, but the Management Cormnittee 

consisted fo.r the e;reater part of FederaJ L'.\-bour men and they voted with 

their chieftain whether rightly or wronrrly. In Pr1rliament Hu.e;hes threatened 

to resign if he did not get all hi.s own way, and ?IJ..i.nst me he threatened to 

resign, but it was the usual blandishine: by the Politician friends, and he 

dominated. 

I was nominated for the second term of office as President and Morris 

and Hu~hes conspired to defeat me. Hu~hes wrote a leaflet in the hope of 

undermi.ninr.r rne, and ~.forris saw to its distribution. Horris selected the only 

man whom he could rely on to defeat me, but after the election, my votes 

outnumbered my opponents by three to one, and I had four to spare. Then the 

'.'/ar came, and the union fell on troublous times. There were many German 

stevedores, and the "patriotic" Australian workmen refused to associate with 

them. I, b1,d 11/! an Internationalist, would not ~p;r~e to rejecting world.n.~~ 

class comrades. For my support of such men I" branded a pro-Gennan, and that 

was a friebtful thing i11 the eyes of those who were for years intoxicated 

with patrioti-,m. I.i.ttle did 1 ("'.are. 

In spite or my unpor)uL1rity Morris fe.tn~'-1 n11-~, ;tnd Ure ,neetim· for the 

election of delegates to the next confere11ce was a more or less secret one. 

' " 

!. 
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The rul~s provided for fourteen d~ys' notice, but takin~ tldvantage of 

many of us being in the dock at the week-end working busily, he notified 

a few supporter~ and held the meeting on Sunday. There he had a man prep~~edli 

to move, not that the Branch send one delegate with two votes, and let th~' . 

members ~lect that one, but the Mr. Morris be serit with two vote.s. That 

disgusted me. I had learned from experience what villainy goes on in the 

name of the emancipation of Labour, or at least the improvement of workers ' 

conditions.. I resigned the Presid~ncy be£ore my second term expired. 
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Out of office I was blest with more spare time, and .got to speaking 
'• !} 

on 'larra Bank a~ain, and at South Melbourne on Friday nights. The Socialist '-

Party had suffered a split. \·iith a slight lmpre11ement :it1 finance, a Secretary 

was brouo:ht from r.;ydney. He was a namesal•·e of mine. "Jock '.tilson was the 

man to do big things." The Australian Socia] ist Party in '::;ydney and the 

Victorian Socialist Party were two distinct crr,anizations. Once they were 

in the 3oci.al:ist Federation of Australia, but now they were independent 

bodies. In the judgement of the A.S.P. the V.S.P~ was too reacti@nary, and 

most of its members were also members of the labour f'rtrty. The A.S.P. alo.ne 

considered itsf!lf revolutionary. Jock ;.' ilson came to Melbourne fully 

determined to r1lter the policy of the V.S.P. or smash it. At the first 

monthly meeti.ng of his secret.ary ship there 1 m s ,1 ro,,r. The man wlio spom 

words of welcome a month before no•.: d.em,rnded th~ r-~s l,i:,:,~ation or dismissal 

of the Secretary. i:i'aiJ inn.: i.!1 both cases, he tore his membership card in 

pieces and left the meebn!!. ,\ month later Jock left the meet.ing followed 

b:- ::i.t le~~st twenty, anJ fonn~d a Helbourne r-.ranch of tbe .!\.'LP. I felt 
i., 

like resigni.nn;, but t!:ouq'. ,t it coward1y to retrr,~ from a wreck before tryin~ 

ThP. t.ime c,-,.me when T v:i.s corn:)elled. t•) don. my considerin~ c~p. The 

to seel·. orie, or ::ro ,.,):oleh~:1rt~,qy tnto the : 1hotr :-';·:r·tv ;:,i-1 m;•ke an effort 
I 

~ 
to er,t~r ;,E1rli,WtP.1t. :'lan:v (rr_::i ,h1,,,t,?S of the v.·;;.1.1. vt~re 110:,r in th~ la(,o~r 

. 
I 

J 
I . 
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?arty. 

the ~..,1J,o\r tid-et. I ,_,,as for the revahition -1"-! T then understood it witho-l/lt 

corn ~rom i se. had endured ;-i_nd snFerect in forli1ulat\n:-: his theories, , ·hy _, 

then, should I, a youn~ man -..ri thout encumbr3 i-,ces, seek better than my master? 

The schism thH.t 111d taken phce in the I.'r •. :. was on the Political ~l use ­

Cri•:dna.Jly th~ :-'olitic::il cb 11se ,,,,1.s 1nduded, hut in 1908 it w:1s rejecte~, :-
. ~· 

by ar; r1.na.rchlstlc section. TLe orj_:,:j na 1 I.:.;. con.tLnued., ::i.nd the fi!1-:ht . 

tJctic~. I did not rea}if.!~ tlnt t:i.ctics "1re the niost important thinq; in , 

lt fully determin~l to force~ fi~ht • ,:,:2.. inst t e reactioria:ty 
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and I was finished ,.,ith the V .S _P. It meant seved ni m.-."l ny a ssocb tions , 

but I severer:! them. It wHs the cause alone that matte.red, and I wa~ fo ,:-

the caus~. 

Morman 1ancle, whose family were in the V .S .P. at one t~me». an who 

wlth his sister was a capable p?i~pA:g~ndist, rnet me and we d~cided th.¼ t there 

ffi!': n 1·,el ;, fr t l•e ·o, ,,-er s ~d thout ~ · :11lust r. h l or~an · ~a t i on ·s e. rima..r 

thing. '.,:e agreed to convene ~: meeting and find out if there were •nff icient 

off erin~ to form a branch of the I; .. ;. 1,r. We hire,~. a sma 11. roam i.ri t 
_,: ' . l .~ ' 

Tempel'ance ha 11, hut could not get the requisite number of n nPs i. 

to an application for a charter. r.-/e tried again a week lat :' r , a nd attra 

one n~ore ti'\an ,;,e had at .the fi;r~t meeting. :.:e appealed r1. ,,,a.i.na, and after 

th~ fourth me~ting the application was si.gned and ti ie charter sent c-ir . 

ScQn we were to h~ve a real Rev<>l.utiocary Industrial Organizatio~ in 

existence in Melbourne~ 

Tl" . an1ma r a c i f' r~,'{rost tion •vns 0:,e ne :l ;-i .-l T rl.et·•n.1i1 .~1 to t ak 

holidrt.y and rest. ~e.n9--~ and I had the I. 'J . '..f . unde r way, 1,0 I b,)oked fo 

y n y on t l1e ~ • S . Z a 3.ncl • ci. . It -...ia ur r j d departure, but whr lin eri 

I v i s· te t , " I . ' , ' l . h ad{)ua rters in 3. dne , an talked wit;1 Tom Har ·er, 

1,rho ••ms e,J ·.t. i ~ t he ~rty r :-.. er ' l. r ... r:t .\cti n'. Tom &ras brilli..iat, a n~l 

, i.m essel rne. m•~t ot l, ,r s , har,py in t 1 , m,.,.vcn,~iTt , but a lto~ether. 

unr • 11 ,. i.o•ls o f t.l•P t err{ ,1 _ .im~ of -..,.,1• s~ .ut ~ nn that was in store fr.:,r t'iem . 

, mc1.rle A-cqurd n.tance ,,i.th J. U .. ran~. 1dn1 w::, s well known in Cani¼da , : t . ct ~ 
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establish in,, himse1 f 1s a ;:,ropagar1.dist on Sydney doma i.n. I did not intend 

to connect myself with f"::1rti_es, but rntlif'r stucty them and get to understand. 

Hy travels took me to Alaska and in Juneau, the Ci!p:lta l of the Territory; 

while \.Alkin,'.)' out one fine day (of whjch there :'lre too f~w in Juneau), r' 

discovered a Socialist hall. There was a woman livin~ in a couple of room~ 

atte1.ch~d to the hall, and I proceeded to question her. She belon~ed to the 

Socialist P:;irty of America. Not De Leon•s Industrial Union ?arty_, but the 

pure and simple political party, of which I hl¼d read much, and to which the 

V .. S .P. most pronouncedly leaned. Je talked lonr,, and I d·iscovered that she 

was edit in~ ;:i_ Socia 1 ist paper. She was no less ? personage than Lena MQrrow 

Lewis, wife of Arthur lvforrow Lewis, whose books I had read and often sol~ · , , 

at meetings. 

good speaker. 

She was considered a brilliant socialist jourri.alist and a very /' 
;~ 

I met her again, and o_n SunJay afternoon I met her comradts. 

Some were ..rorki~ men, others were storP,l--eepers, and one was a law-yer. It 
4~ k ~ ,f/.«..ill 

helped me to pass time more intereste1Uy than I was doinl! ~itatl"ba:ct-,net 

comrades. The editoress prevailed on me to ,rite articJ es reporting what 

the movement was doing in Austial.ia, and more particuh_r1_y th?. ,,orking class 

Political Party. I wrotP. several, and posted copies of the pape:r to comrades' ,> 

in Au~tralia. 

The Territorial Legislature was sittinl!, and Mrs. Lewis invited me to 

attend with her. My first experience vas to meet an old acquaintance, 

Che:citPr K. Snow. ll~ went to Klondike at the same time I did. He pa:ked up 

":hilcoot with me, ;rn.J i mP-t hi.m ~everal times ilftt·:r·warls. ;{ls ,1mbition was 

to ma~-e money out of IGondike ann return to his n;:itive State, Nehrnsl<a, and 

. 
study law, but h~ had never been out of th;:- val11c"y of the Yukon since he 
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went in with rne till he w~s elected a member of tbe Territorial Lee:islature. 

He h:>.. ·l got on to newspaper work'><-~ when lluby opened a paper of his 0'Wll 

there. rhere were others of the Klondike, whom I remember but with wh:Oll\.:I 

was not personally acquainted. I listened to dreary debates about nothing 

in particular, although the politics of the Territory were of absor-bing ·, 
., ' 

I ;_ 

.interest to the legislators, and to my comrade, Mrs. Lewis, whose duty it 

was to write ~nd criticise them. 

It was the first of May, and I was invited to deliver ,1:n address. The 

gatherinR: astonished me. The Socialist Hall was not nearly large enou~h to 

accormtodate the oeorle who were to attend. The Oddfellows Hall was hired,· ·:_•, 

and it too was almost too small to celebrate in. They were not all Sociali,sts, ,. . ,_ . 

but they were from many countries of E.i.trope, and May Day to them was a 

carnival day. Mrs. Lewis and I were the speakers, and so I had to my credit 

the fact that I had spolen in two countries. 

"You have witnessed one real fine day in Juneau", said Comrade Callahan, 

the lawyer member of the Party. ''Fine days are rare indeed on this coast. 

If you intend staying in Juneau for any length of time and desire to pass , 

the time, you can attend at my office. I have a spare typewriter and if .you 
t 

can use one you are wecome to it." I thanked him for his generous offer, 
!I. 

and informed him that I was fired, from what I 11-1.d seen, with a desire to 

return to \ustra l ia and get ahead wit;, ,)ropaganda work. After six weeks in 
u 

Juneau, l was sayirw goodbye to the (',ariit::\1. town of "Uncle '3am's Ice Box", 

fully convinced that the Socialist Pcirty in °\mer:i.c,t was no improvement on the 
v'. 
,if.S.P. 
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I.ate in the Spring in Seattle I sat on a sea.t one rnorni_ng to read the 

"P.I." as the "Post Intelligencer" was .::i.hhrevi;-ite,l. Next to me sat a man 

reading an "Industrial Union", an I.W.~. publication. 

"Ex:cuse me, mate", I interrupted, "but could you inf onn me where I 

can buy a copy of th;it ivtper. I am inter;:sted in tl1e llrr:anization." He 

directed me to he:-idquarters, which was not far down the :\Venue towards 

Main Street, I read the mornin~ ne,Js and walked to the hall. It was upstairs 

over a :--,icture theatre-. It had been a wan•house (), !'\tore room at one time., 

and was anything but refined lookino:, i'l.1t'.1ou~h ro ,~my and convenient. There 

-was a long ri1ck on one side of the ha 11 ,-rhere out of 1 • .rork men could lock up 

their bel on.e;ine;s while tlH~Y rustled for food rl.nd bed. There were two tables 

with a J 1 kind~ of revolutionary ;:'a1wrs on them, -:-:tnd a goodly number reading 

and restinP:. I was in the midst of th·e proletarL1t. I feared I was t:oo well 

dressed for their comDany, but when a youn_g; man came into the hall dressed 

equally weJJ, I felt comforte·:-1. He and T ~ngaged iri. convers~tion. He was 

a young Norwegian, who h~d m: p;rated to \me rica , he lieving it ""1s the land 

of true 1iberty, on]y to meet with a sava•!.e disapi'O.it1tment. He had 'hoboed', 
~ 

ridden in hox: cars, rode on the~ beams, and even had ~ 1 rHe on the 

cushion' • He w::.s not cl waster, for he l1r1d done some wor:, , and bou,:,:ht a good 

outfit of clothes, and sti 11 had a f cw dollars to keep i[oj nfn. He and I 

made up, and I was able to enjoy company. Sometimes we took meals at the 

1 Casca<lc 1 , and sometimes we ;1te at oti :er restaur;rnt<:.. '·'-'1°: dis~overecl a place 

chea;-'er than the Gc1_scade. For ten cents 1,re could huy a tliree course me:::tl and 

finish it '•I_ith ice cream. Needless to sa.y .it 1,1as c!.lway~ crowtle1_\, and I voted 
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for the r.ascade. I induced him to visit the library, an,l introduced him 

to works on economics. For thr1 t he th? n }:ed me. 

' "fhere ,,re many rebels in this country", he sai.d, "but they are only 

rebels. They read a five cent pamphlet, and think they c1re educated. I 

realize now that one h~s a lot to learn. Ycu ought to proclaim yourself, 

and you woul_d be given a job organizing anrl be run about in the I Red Car'. 

11!\Merica 11 , said I, "needs no forei_gners to come to teach her. As far 

as I can sum up, the position I am needed in rny own country. Our proragandists 

all sneak into the I.aboi\ir Party, and say good-bye to Socialism, but I will 

not depart from the Marxian position. 11 

On Sunday ni~ht James Thompson, one of the best of I .w.s,,;. lecturers-, was 

to provide an.illustrated entertainment. He would show photos of places 

where men were compiled to work., and describe the degrading conditions under 

which men 1 ived in freedom lovine: ;\merica. My Norwegian American agreed to 

attend. It was 'iJ first-class lecture, and a vigorous defence of a number of 

men who were langui_shing i.n gaol, and l ikly to do so for <1 10n!!; number of years. i 

,f.d,l 
The a¼tti_ was well filled, large as it was and many of the audience were in 

their lo~ging c:=unp or bacJ.:"'loods suits. AJJ other clothes had been pawned. 

A dollar and a half was tl1e collection, and two quc1rt 1.~r!'l of that were 

contr:i huten by my comrn.-Je and I. Times ;,,,ere bad for the ,,.,orkers. I 

recognized then, and do to this day, that Thomryso.., wqs hy far the best type 

of rnan th:~t 1-ri~ ;wornine!,t in the J •. J •• in O.s.1. l h ,•ar-.1 f.li-:z:aheth r.urly 

F-l.ynn. 
L .. ,~-~ 

She wns equa I to ~iWe '1h,:::-:-1 r11, ancl that is sayin~ much to those who 

~fu knew - · e as a speaker. I heard Swaz;z:L, in San F'nrncisco. He was a good 

out-door rnan, but not a James Thompson, nor even a J. B. ring. 
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CH.:\PTER VII 

Sydney was a wonderful city, \vi th her hnrbour, wh ic11 \wt s scarcely 

second to any on earth, but San 8'rnncisco could beat her hollow. There was 

much akin in both cities. Sydney was somewhat bohemian, so was 'Frisco. 

The Panama Pacific ~-:xposition, which I had gone ~cross primarily to see., 

.k, 
was an anormous affair. It covered six hW1dred acres of the Presido grounds 

on the shore of the bay. I met a man on the .S. S. "Queen" on the way down 

from Se3.ttle, and we struck up a friendship. He was an En,q;lishman and a 

seaman, had been in 1F'risco a good der1l and knew the city well. We took a 

room top;ether, &nd spent m~; ftrst dr.1.y at the 8xposi..tion. I had seen the 

Melbourne ~xhibition, when I was a small boy, hut .it did. not compare in my 
.w..n 

mind with wlrn.t I was now v.isitin.e;. It. W'01:H-ti not that . .\meri.ca could do better 

than Australia in all things, but the years thrtt had intervened had provided 

so much in the sh~.pe of invention, that the occasion demanded a better show. 

I was proud of \ustralia. The pavilion for the Southern land was one to be 

proud of. ·,·/oo l made a maP;ni.f icent show. Tb ere it was in every phase of 

development, from the sheep 1 s back to -the finished. article in tweed, blankets, 

flannel etc. ',foods, rough and polished, were on shlilW, and while Australia 

could take prizes for the best of woods, most of our timber is imported from 

U.S. A. ive have h:'t.rdwooJ and Amed ca is nrod i !".ious in softwood, but America 

does not let harJ or soft wood stand 1n the "'ay. 1v'h;i t America rei:td res of 

wood, is m--.de from wood ?-:rown in the country, it matters not if it he soft 

or h~lrrl. Uncle Sam has the happy knack of con.f or•nin.e; to cxistin.Q'. circumstances 

in a'll thinvs. 
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It was from the Marxian viewpoint that I viewed the great show. 

Everywhere in those p:ivilions over El S'7.Uare mile were the products of 

labour and tribute to man's mastery of the t~chnique. Oil. Was there 

anythin,~ in the world that .e;ave such an impetus to human progress? Lewis 

Henry Morgan said that mankind ~~s arrested for a period till some one 

discovered the use of iron ore and he was rig:ht, but oil had developed 

industry in an extraordinary fashion sincP, its manifold uses had been 

discovered. The Standard Oil Company was spending almost a fortune in 

prov.in~ to spectators what could be done with oil. There wasn't a machine 

of any kind invented or known to man, that could not be propelled and worked 

by oi 1. And in ,an enonnous pavilion one could stay for hours and look at 

the advance of the technique. Many passed throup:h hurriedly and exhihited 

no EJ:rea t interest in the Standard Oi 1 Company's wonderful show; more said 

it was ~~,onderful to see so many kinds of machines workin~ with oil as a 

propellent, but beyond that they realised nothin~. The grl-:>"'l.ter number were 

phiJ istines. There •.vere vessels contain in~ oil in every process of refine­

ment, from the mucky looking slush as it came to the surface, to the purified 

benzine, and what the oil in each process could be used forWts all demonstrated 

through wo:rkin,p; machinery. Truly it was an education to spend hours in such 

a ;,avi lion. I spent an hour in the 'itandard ,Hl Company's pavilion every d~y 

l visited the r~xrosition. 

There were two 1oi::omotives on show, t.l1r:' l;-,r,r,~st ~ve: built. What an 
,u.;1.,, 

<ldv;ince on Ste1renson 1 s fir~t, less th;)_n ,1 cen~y before. ,he mii:'.'hty ;\nd 

rapid c1d.vance brou~ht to my mind tl1~ 1...rords of Ki;:illnn;:-
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"The au1 ~1 fleet :::no:ineer 
Th::it stc1r-ted rlS a boiler-whelp when steam ~nd he Wl~re 1ow. 
l mind the time we used to serve a l·-rvken pi ';)e wi' towt 
1' .. n ~"ounds wa s all the pressure then - Eh1 EM - a. man wad drive; 
, n 1 here, our workin 1 l?'au.~:es a ive one hunder si.x:ty-fivet 
·, e 1 re creepin 1 on wi 1 each ne v ri~-less wei'!ht an' larger power/ 
Tliere' 11 be the loco-boiler next an' thirty miles an hour~ 
Thirty an' more. ~11at I ha' seen since ocean-steam hegan 
Leaves me na doot for the mc'lch.ineL hut what r1.boot the man? 

It took some understanding; of economics to a pprec.i.a te Kipl in,"; even. 

Econoil11.cs and science are the key to all underst~ndin.£". . How t~lad I felt 

before those mighty locomotives that 1 1_,,as not hy this time a parson. Not 

until one had read and studies Marx couJd one underst:-uvl theoloq;ical history. 

Yet peo~le the '.vorld over w~re trying- to dispute ~farx and Jarwin with 

theological history. How understandin~ does get turned upside downt 

Ev~n advertisinr: depended on the d. evelopment of the technique. A 

walk up or do1-r11 Market Street at ni"'.ht was ccmvind rw ev i de nee of that. 
<) 

The electric l i&r,bt ads, and the colourino- of them was jfn.ough to supply an 

eveni1w:' s entertainment and 'l hundred 1 essons :=i.s from a technical school. 

The ferry system was marvellous, and ~ pro•:1 i.~ i nus step from the 

primitive Indian with his canoe. Steamers almost, '"'~!re p;Jidin~ across the 

harbour ca rcying t1,JO thousand passengers and upwards of seventy automobiles. 

Sydney ferry system had not come up to that. 

Ca~it;1li_sm is ruthless .in .\merica, but for ,'lll its r11thlessncss some 

effort is m?.de to :irov.ide recreation for the victims of a vicious system. 

nt. r~1Mlpi;:_i_s "lnd Golden <"',;-ite Park provUed the most srlemlicl '>ystem of 

hrnn;m en_joyment th;it tli~ denizens of· a ;:rreat ci.ty coul-J desire. 

I was huyi.ni:< a paper !lt ;:i. stalJ one morni.ng wh~n I noticed a copy of 

the 113oc1;:,1ist. 1' I wondered how a HeJbourne paper coul,l be offered by a 
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news vendor j n ''It i5 t!:is <·,'F.lY", ~,1id tlir:- proprietor of 

the sta 11. "I am a Sor-in 11. st, and I don't pretend to be one thing and 

practice ;1r1other. I se11 Socialist rapers here in the street anrt I don't 

car'~ wbo knows it. lwery SunJay ni,!!,ht I address :} meetin?; on the corner of 

Po 1k ,rnd H;:-.rket Streets. I. f you are interested in Soci;1 l ism come right along; 

and if y(:i1.1 ::tre not, come c1ll the same and l might be able to convince you. 

Socialism, young; fellow, is the on)y sul'.iect worth bei.rn,: interested i.n these 

times. Go to the T~x'.'.'Osition c1nJ see ,.;hat man h ,1s l,rou.~l1t prot.luction to, 

and realise if yo1t c~n how ,,,it\, all th,=, m•~;rnc; of life in 'l few hards we can 

have anythin!!. eqniDtble in this world. 1.\'e live jn an ;;,ge when every darlled 

thin_g is commercialized. 

C;ipi ta1 ism ha~ brought wori1en to. There vj rtue and chastity c:ir.-J not only 

commercialh;ed but acceptecl. ;:rnd ]cg::ilized by the i;t,1.te. ,,:hat ,o;re,tter blot 

can there be on our i\,necic.'ln c .ivili'z:atj_on th;:u1 to fjnd three thousand women 

legalize:l. into a life of prostitution? ThP. Mayor <;81?.S m) evil :in it. It is 

wov,~n into the very [ihre of our economic 1 i CP. 1 ,,,·.1<; tr 1ined for a preacher, 

but I d·iscovereJ ei'!.rly in my areer t.h'."it '"li~op]£~ ccinnot be ~;ood unless they are 

supplied with a good £r,ro1..mdworL, and how c ::rn the.re l."P- ~-1 good e;roundwork with 

man '.1reyLw on ntin? Tlie clr1ss struP."ff]e h,,. s t,) t,e reco~,.n\.-z:ed or a11 else is 

waste of effort. T,, ... . -= ,rn th~, t. lesson :1:1d you have the key to everything else. 
I 

'"'C:ome to r.1y me•Jti nv and buy boo I\ s that/recom ·;;end anJ ami you wiJ1 th i.nl, as I 
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pure and simp] e politic;tl school. I could not umi ,~rstand how men pretending 

to be Marxian could sweitr so fervently by the political nwchine. If it were 

"the Sxecutive Committee of the whole Capitalist CJass", it had to be ,n~e~ 

and something substi.tucd for it. I was becominrr, more ;HKl more an Industrial 

Unionist. 

I vi.sited the "Red Lir:;ht" district, ;:ind never wns T so shocked as on 

discov~rino: the wa.y ycmm_! women were dr:nm off from ,1. l I that savoured of 

upri.irhtness to be cast into a sesspool of Jasciviousness. '· ✓nere I was 

re-tred, any ,q;Lrl that happened to becollle a mother b~fore she ,,ms married, 

was desrdsed hy her parents and ostracised by society, but here rirJs and 

youn!', '-''Omen were thro....,11'1 .into "- conclit: on where they were comDelled to 

Li!"'ht." I i)ecame deeper rooted th::rn PYf'-r in my Socialist <;onvictions. 

•.1/hatever it cost I ,.-as tv~termin~d to worl : hard t:o 1,elr root out a. vicious 

system th~t so degraded rnen i l nd ,,'Ome:-1. 

The w::i.:r still had tl.c ·-·orld ti .'!ht :i.r, its "'rip, ;-tnd unem;:-loyment was on 

an enonnous sc~ 1e. There was no count.in,! the number- who wert=- without jobs, 

but an enonnous army c1ssembl~d. at Murrciy ,wd ~{e~dy' s emp)tYyment a.~ency every 

~le1:-";- iji•!· ·:;· ;: .. ):---,3~ h·,_rr,~~- ~~:'tLny· o( t1, ·~-~~~ i:1~ 11\ tl•t' :::\J 1 • n,: v·•c-~;,t. l -1;,.--:' ~,, 
_--<.,&.J,._.._.C~ 

"Arher,.~ t·-.• .:i ,I~~ ·--·--q 1~,--'l:_·~ ,,,~e:-1 1·rJ1 £?:i' ~o•,_,,. .. :!.·1ri~~O" tht~ ··~·,.1;·,i 0 1 .,, .. ,.:~ t•··~~ ·(i.r,·!, r.,f 1905. 
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z.T:l ::ia i.d f._:,r , .;, t '. n f i_ v,~ cent :Jbce. ..,:1e c ~,,1),:1, for the qr,i;:,J le;;;t coin almost, 
I u,s, f-e•' t-1.,s . 

be -~':>.rved r1 r,bte of hean3, ?.nd a ~11;-, o:~ Ci)ff8•~• )( 01,•t~ of ric e: :~nd a cup 

men lived tlwo!.1~h tlie per-iod of de;t~ssion thztt , 11s ,,.f-fl5ctinn- the. -;t:ltes U'.'.I 

and down t!,P. We<;tern Co;1st. 1 s:1.t fo1• hcn,rs ,1t .') timr-,, on the benches that t 
·\v~r(l er,"'cted j 11 t11e b ~- r: room where ~ 1nU 1 ior~ of p1·of Lt h :-,_d been ma,'l 'i" by 

send. i ncr rnP. ,·1 out to -111 ~orts and ,::o q,:l i t'i ons of johs in t•~o c'. ~1d country. I 

met ci_l.J sorts ~nd condi.ttons of ,.,or1,-i,,<: \rwric~ns. '. }ne in ;iarticuJar made 

~<:r1u?_inta_nceo •ith me. He t,r;is miildlei,,ed, not '.!1tocr,~t11•:>r of proletarian 

i'lf'p~::ir;-i,nce, :,ut r·,.ther 11.t<-e ?. man tlnt d:id not want for d~:i.1:v hr~ad. 

''It is thic; way 11 , s;iid he, "I S'lVe al] I cnn wlien I :tm workin~, and I 

am not h.dly fixed just now. l h1ve a 1·oom in my sister's house, out at 

Sunset, ;ind T ccrn,e in every day. I am peddl in"'. my labour po·,ver s;:ime <l.S a 11 

the rest of th," bunch, but I ,int not for t::i~ ine; ,rnyt!-d nrr. th ~t i.:; p.:oing. I 

have bade Ln·~we1l to h~2vy, h::trd wod-. I ,w1 aftf'.r ;::i _ _iobfl:mkeyin.7 in a 

for his 1,10rt.:in·1 y,:> ,trs before, he wo11Jd he foolish to rro in for hot, hc\r1, 

• I 

., . ' 
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many others as I called for a while each clay, and le:trned the method by 

which workinr men were fleeced by the people who went between men and t he lr 

masters. There were other employment agencies round about but they were in 

a small way com?ared with Murr.ay and Ready' s. Truly life was ha,rd in the 

United States. . , 

I next met an Australian. He h;td been . over to see the Exposi t:i..Gn, 

and was ready to return home. I favoured a hoboe trip up through California, 

Oregan and \,iashin?;ton, intendirig to join · the "Makura" at Vancouver. but: he 

e,c'e-rcised a sort of influence flnd I returned on the "Sonoma." 
11! 
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CHAPTER VII I 

Back in Melbourne from my trip to America and Alaska, I 

discovered that everything was going well for Socialist and Industrial 

Union propaganda. Noman Rancie with a coterie or tyros was holding 

meetings regularly on Yarra Bank and at South Melbourne Market on 

Friday nights. 

There was an inordinate amount of ill feeling over the war and 

enlisting. w. A. Watt, a politician of ~reat State and Federal 

reputation, twitted Frank Brennan, a lawyer-labour politician with 

being a coward.. Brennan had said that he would not shed blood, and 

would not even kill a Gennan. Watt waxed wrathful, and abused him 

frightfully in all the power of oratory which he possessed, and witb 

practised years of parliamentary language. It ended in a challenge. 

Brennan expressed himself as willing to enlist as a Red Cross man, 

if Watt would sign up, he being well within military age. Brennan 

spectacularly attended the City Hall, but Watt had too many business 

interests to enable him to get there and accept the challenge. It 

had been the talk of months, and I was told of it shortly after ay 

return. It was bunkum as far as I was concerned. What right bad a 

Labour representative to be offering his services to share the 

glories of a Capitalist War. I was stirred to ~et into the fray. 

Rancie called on me, and on Friday nie;ht I was on the box on 

the weighbridge at the market where I had spoken many and many a 
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time before. I could not compromise my position. I was 

uncompromisingly against the war anddi.d not hesitate to make my 

hatred of it known. 

"You will soon be in trouble", said Oscar Benson, an old 

friend of mine, to me. "They will not let you say things like you 

said tonight without going you." 

"They can go and be damned, Oscar", I said. I am against the 

war and will not hesitate to say so. "But, Oscar," I said, "did it 

ever occur to you that my opinions of the war are my own, and I will 

not accept any person's right to dispute them. I have but myself 

in this world, a·nd I do not put my life at a pin's fee, as Hamlet 

said, and when, they attack me I will let know that I lived for 

awhile in the Kelly country." My mind was definitely made up. 

I had passed through a trying time in my union. 
t1..i11 

Those 'Who ba.ve 

voted and pennitted me to be the only member up to that time who had 

marched in the Eight Hour Procession for two consecutive years wearing 

the President's badge, were now against me. They sought to ou•t from 

th" Union all who were born in the enemy countries, under the guise 

of patriotism, but their motive was selfishness for work. How they 

loved being wage slavest 

I took up my stand as an Internationalist and was dubbed a 

"pro-Gerinan" and called all kinds of nasty names. I was no passive 

resister. I kept on the line of fire and sought opportunity to prove 

what I was made of, but so far and no further did my Union opponents 

go. 
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It happened that when a petition was signed requisitioning the 

President to call a meeting to rescind the motion of expulsion that 

I signed it in the yard in the presence of all, or as many of the 

members as were there at the time. That was sufficient. The 

"glad-eyes", as certain bunch were called, made up their minds to 

deal with me. It was nearing a crisis, and I was spoiling for a 

fight. They had often mobbed men, who were not natives but they 

were not going to mob me. My stand was on the International Question. 

I was no fair weather Socialist. 

The meeti.ng was called for the Sunday morning. I attended. On 

the way down I was told that it was not expected that I would be there. 

"More lik~ly", I answered, "it is expected that I am not game to 

attend." The meeting room would not hold half the members, and the 

meeting was held in the yard. Joe Morris was up to tricks, an:l had 

allowed some into the bar to drink and gather Dutch courage. They 

were noisy even before the meeting started. The President and the 

Secretary came out, and when the meeting was declared open there was 

no petition. The Secretary declared that he had put it in the safe, 

but as it was his custom not to close the safe door \ihile he was in 

the office, someone seeing him deposit it, must have "pinched" it. 

It could not be found anyhow. Joe Morris and his lieutenant thought 

~at I might have been able to s·~y the men in favour of the Inter­

nationals, the rules were with me and against the "glad-eyes". There 

could be no_meeting, as there was no petition requisitioning it. 
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The President declared the meeting closed. The "glad-eyes" immediately 

demamed to know who had signed it, desiring to hear my name. The 

Secretary and the President pleaded ignorance. I announced myself 

as one who had signed, for the purpose of bringing matters to a head, 

and putting an end to the actions of the "glad-eyes." Tom Fennessy, 

a puglist who bad fought with Dick Kernick, Bill Squires, Bill lang, 

and many other heavyweight champions of a year or two before, and who 

could turn the scale at seventeen stone, moved towards me. Tom and I 

were good friends, and worked mates together very often. "Go the 

b----, I will fight", he whispered in my ear. I could afford to be 

gaae with such backing. 

"I'll not need you, Tom", I replied, "I am deadly ready for any 

eventua li ties. " 

"Keep it out of sight", he answered, ''we can get through a 

dozen of the best without drawing blood that way." 

There was a good deal of howling as it were, but no action. It 

was the end, but the German stevedores were not allowed to return. 

Some of them, being competent sailor men, found very good jobs, and 

when times got bad on the waterfront there was increased jealoutJ that 

such ■en should be able to live at all. 

There was to be an Interstate Conference in Hobart, Tasmania, 

and nominations were irwited for candidates. I still had friends 

amongst the stevedores. I was nominated, and to make sure that there 

would be no fakin~ of the ba1lot I appointed a scrutineer. We were 
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working a boat, the "Port Napier" on Saturday afternoon. It was 

four o'clock, and we were discharging whisky out of a special cargo 

locker. My scrutineer anpeared over the hatch. I W"ent up to him, 

and he handed me the figures announcing the result of the ballot. 

"You go", said a "glad-eye", who happened to be one of the 

crowd. "I hate you like very Hell, but you are about the best we 

could elect to represent us." He was right. I was again entrenched 

in the confidence of the members. 

Work was abundant. Ships were still being fitted up and ma.de 

ready for trogping. These were being loaded to their plimsoll with 

wool, wheat and all the conmodities that the old country was demanding, 

and the Genna~ submarines were searching for. I did not allow work 

to hold me up, but spoke at every available meeting and kept on the 

firing line with many others. Norman Rancie left for Sydney to edit 

the I.W.W. paper, "Direct Action." Tom Barker, for a cartoon, demanding 

..leaptalists, Politicians and Parsons to enlist, and asking Workers to 

follow their masters,._, was serving six months in gaol. Rancie found a 

congenial occupation and made a creditable effort at editing. He 

appealed to me, and from ti.me to time I was compelled to write as well 

as study and speak. 

Percy Laidler, of Socialist Party fame, the young man who 

demanded the resignation of Tom Mann's executive, like myself, found 

himself very little at home with those who were now nothing more than 

supporters of the Labour Party. Socialists were pretending not to be 
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in favour of the war, but the Labour Party in power were doing more 

to keep it going and e;ain recruits than a conservative Government. 

could possibly do. Andrew Fisher had promised "the last man and the 

last shilling". In addition, his Party had enacted a War Precautions 

Act, and were dealing rigorously with men and women who dared to be 

too outs~oken. Fisher did not enlist, nor did he remain to enlist 

the last man or collect and spend the last shilling. A job offered, 

George Reid had left this life of Law and Politics, and gone a higher 

tribunal(?). Andy coveted his job. My old enemy, "Billy" Hughes, 

who once told me that he had walked the streets of Sydney for three 

days without a bite to eat, had usurped the Prim+inistership. "Billy" 

visited England and returned determined to draft all the manhood of 

Australia to the war. He reckoned without his Party. Although he had 

dominated the Federal Labour Pa.rty for many years he now found that 

there were some who were not prepared to submit to his domination any 

longer. It was testing time. The Labour Party were not Class-Conscious. 

Some were apst Hughes and his Conscription, but they were out to back 

the war, and defend the motherland against all nations. Senatorl 

Ted Russell and Frank Tudor resigned their portfolios. Hughes left 

the labour Party room, with such as would blindly follow him. Thus 

there were men in the Labour Party who were prepared to put country 

before class. These were the members of the Labour Party who were 

being accused day by day in the papers and by political opponentsef 

standing for Socialism. What ironyt 
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Being heaten by his party, and saying goodbye to those who 

took him from poverty and obscurity and gave him political power, 

Hughes became exasperated and detennined to sell Joseph as a slave. 

He enlisted the support of those whom he had been fighting, for 

twenty-two years in State and Federal politics, and decided to subni.t 

the Conscription issue to a referendun. So confident was he that he 

could get it carried that he inmediately used the Defence Act of 

Labour Party enactment to call up all the single men between the ages 

of eighteen and thiit;y-five for imllediate training. Thousands obeyed 

the order, but many there were who would have none of it. All those 

who resisted and occupied positions in the Federal Public Service were 

dismissed, bu~ when Conscription was defeated, they were not to be 

reinstated. Amongst the public servants who resisted Hughes and his 

draft was Fredrick T. Macartney. I knew him well. He was refined, and 

one would scarcely ~ect to find a man of his poetic genius and literary 

talent on the side of the resisters. But Macartney was made of solid 

stuff. He was compelled to depart from all his intellectual envirornent 

and associations and find a means of livelihood in that lonely tropical 

outpost, Port Darwin. Mac had no regrets. He decided as his conscience 

guided and was the more the man for that. He reminded me of that p~em 

on "No", which I had been tau,-ht as a boy at school:-

"More of courage is required that one word to say, 
Than to stand where shots are fired in the ba ttle 1 s fray.'' 

Hughes sought to bring the I. W.W. to destruction. He blamed 
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the members of the organization for all kinds of villainy, and 

goodness knows, the I.w.w. made mistakes, but when one remembered 

his book, "The Case for labour", one knew what Hughes feared and 

condemned. When the r.w.w. was fonned in 1905 it supported a 

political clause, and shortly after its inauguration propaganda 

clubs were fonned in Australia. Hughes in his book bitterly attacked 

the ideas of that organization with all its political clause, so it 

was not the non-political organization, for its anarchistic clauses, 

which it adopted when it dropped the political clause in 1908, but the 

idea of Industrial Unionism. Even today it is hard to find a labour 

Politician that will stand for or support the Industrial Union idea. 

Hughe• set himself out to destroy the I.W.W. and legislated an 

Illegal Association Act. Clever as he thought himself, his Act was 

innocuous, in that it was only when one was prosecuted and convicted 

that the A.ct could be invoked. In spite of the innocuousness of the 

Act, the I.W.W. was raided in Sydney. The organization cettainly 

did advocate and sup00rt sabotage - but with what interpretation no 

111atter. There had been a number of fires in Sydney. Some made out 

that because of the war and a difficulty some business men found in 

carrying on, there might have been a possibility of fires to obtain 

insurance monies. Whatever the reason of the fires, Hughes became 

exasperated, and there were raids and arrests, trials, and .imprison­

nents. Twelve men were sentenced by a sava~e judge to tenns of from 

ten to fifteen years. There was no case against them. All the police 

' 
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evidence was of a circumstantial character. But so inflamed was the 

populace that when men who opposed the war and conscription were 

sent to trial there was no hope for them. Barrabas was in the 

ascendency. 

Jock Wilson had left the A.S.P. and entered the fold of the 

I • W.W. and for a time harboured in Sydney. He now returned to 

Melbourne. We mustered a goodly n\Dber of the members of the Local, 

and Jock proceeded to lecture us severely for not doing all the 

things we ou~ht. Jock seemed to think we ought to have accomplished 

the revolution. I waited patiently till his long animadversion was 

over. I rose without hesitation and proved to the members, if not 

to him, that we bad done magnificent work in a few months in . . 

straightening the finances, and after all the financial part of 

an organization is the part to be most attended to under Capitalism. 

What did it matter to Jock, once the money was obtained whether it was 

repaid or not. There are too few in the revolutionary movement who 

know how to look after the financial part of its affairs. Not being able 

to castigate the Local with any degree ofSJ.ccess Jock left again for 

Sydney. He had not long been back when it came his turn to get before 

the court. Once he said to me in a free speech fight that he would 

not risk going to gaol. He had done a month in Sydney for street 

speaki.n,g and refusin,e: to move on, and lie was not ~oi.np.; to .e:aol ilg&in. 

He appearP,d on the Domain, and s:1. id amonf!:st other th i n~s, "I 

am not going to the war to have Broken Hill lead pumped into me by 

the Germans". That was sufficient. Under the ',far Precautions Act 
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a labour Party law - he was convicted, and being a known I.W.W. man 

was sentenced to six months under the Illegal Association Act. His 

term was about to expire, and Hughes in a desperate desire to deport 

him held while he amended the Act. Jock was eventually deported. 

A girl that he had fallen in love with was permitted to marry him in 

Long Bay gaol, and they were deported together; Jock signed on as a 

seaman, and his ~retty Australian wife as a stewardess. Jock kept at 

sea while the war lasted. He wrote me and assured me that he would 

take the platform for Industrial Unionism, but when the clouds of 

war were gone, he drifted into the Communist Party and became one of 

its English organizers. So much for one who had suffered for being an 

Industrial Unionist. 

The Waterside Workers Conference was held. 1ihen we arrived in 

Hobart everybody thought we were I.W.W. "criminals", because some 

delegates were from Sydney, the seat of the trouble. We heeded them 

but little. I was least of all thought to be an I.W.W. man. Hughes' 

conscription fight was on. I was invited to stay a night in l.aunceston 

and deliver an address. It was an open air meeting, but a large one 

indeed. Al] meetihgs were large while that campaign was on. One 

man, slightly the worse for drink, listened, looked into my face, and 

said, "Get yonr head read." 

"If you weren't colour blind", said I, "you would be ab]e to 

notice th~t it_!! red." Great lauphter. 1\nother man, also inebriated, 

stood against a urinal, and from his fortification interjected. I 

pointed to him, and said to the audience, "There is a man le~ning 
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against a house. All that is wrong with him is that he is outside 

c,f it." laughter again. I was nci.interjected any further. I spoke 

ti~l late, and the crowd was loath to leave. They desired a sure 

guarantee that conscription would be defeated. That I could not give, 

but felt sure it would be. 

Our delegates were housed in the Howard ffotel, and Nick Cormelly, 

the proprietor, was an 'knti" • I was not destined to enjoy rest or 

heliday. For me it was hard work indeed. My fame W"dS noised abroad 

and I was booked to address many meetings. Some nights I was in the 

city streets and others I was driven to country towns. Dave Dicker, 

who was a labour Member of Parliament was about the most energetic 

~ember in Tasmania. He used his car day and nights, and travelled 

long distances to fight the good fight and help labour for the cause. 

Dave was not a powerful orator, but he was a good speaker, 

and above all, was convincing in his argwnent. He organized meetings 

in places far out, and picked me up as the conference closed each day 

and drove me with him. One experience was in Pontville. A young 

clergyman had come to hear the anti's. He had heard the Conscriptionist 

speakers, and his superior was a conscriptionist, as nearly all parsons 

were. He could not bear to hear me slashing into the warmongering set, 

and began to interject. That suited me, for havinp studied myself, 

I knew how poor the vision of the parson re.ally is. I replied to him 

in merciless fa~hion. He aopealed to the chairman to protect him, 

but "8S advised to remain silent and he would be let off. At the end of 

the addresses the young cleric rose to move a vote of thanks, and 
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express his satisfaction with our speeches. He said he had never 

heard the anti side before, and doubted if there could be any logic 

on that side, but now he was prepared to differ from those in authority 

and recognize two sides in the fight. We stayed at the hotel that 

night. We could have stayed at the Catholic Presbytery. The young 

priest was at our meeting and was decidely an anti-what Irishman 

was not? 

It was the morning of the great day - "the great, the important 

day", as Addison said in Cato. We returned in time for me to reach 

the conference room shortly after the opening. A serious debate was 

in progress. It was not on business arising out of the agenda, but 

on the issue to be decided that day. I had not seen the morning' 1 

-papers. But it appeared from the tenor of the debate that the "Mercury", 

the conservative journal, had published to Tasmania that the Waterside 

Workers Federal Conference had carried a resolution "that if Conscription 

were carried the Waterside Workers of Australia would immediately take 

part in a strike, in all ports." This statement had perturbed the 
(-o 

delegates, and they were endeavouring -the shape a means whereby they 

■ight contradict it. There were several silly motions moved, and 

withdrawn. One delegate moved that all the books and business of the 

conference be submitted to the editor for perusal. That I violently 

opposed. What to me, a Socialist, were the opinions of the Capitalist 

dailiest The workers neTer had their case strengthened by what they 

wrote. They ~ere part and parcel of the Commercial arrangement. I 

moved that 'the chairman for the day, and the Secretary be appointed to 
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to interview the editor and infonn him that no such resolution as 

that reported by him was ever carried or even mooted. My resolution 

was carried. The Conference adjourned at noon and the chairman and 

Joe Morris set off hurriedly to interview the editor. Theirs was a 

vain mission. He refused to alter or recant a line unless they were 

prepared to swear an affidavit. He assured them that he got his 

information direct from a delegate, who assured him that such a 

resolution as he had report~d was carried. Well I knew that there was 

one man, who "Was still prepared to support "Billy" Hu~hes, and believed 

that such a repo17t would help hundreds of thousands of votes to be. 

cast for Conscription. 

What was actually done was done in connection with a letter that 

bad been received from Jack Curtin, Socialist renegade, now J. Curtin 

M.H.R. for Fre/mantle, and aspiring Prime Minister. Curtin was 

secretary for a Coomittee at the Trades Hall, Melbourne, tba;iad been 

brought into existence to organize to combat the infamous methods of 

the Hughes Gover rment. I moved early in the Conference - "That 

delegates guarantee that they would recormiend to the Waterside Workers 

of Australia to fall in with any course of action that the exi~encies 

of the moment might prompt the Council of Action to recommend. 11 So 

pussy wre the delegates that even a couple of I .w .w. sympathizers from 

Sydney W0'1ld not support it, even thou1Z;h their own Oranch had carrl~d 

a sillilar resolution. My motion was lost. Hu~hes still had staunch 

secret supporters. 
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The Conscription issue was decided, and the anti• s won. I was 

pleased, but disappointed to think that so many people would, on 

their vote, favour conscription. But with all the elements foming 

opinions, and the war at its height we might have been able to excuse 

people. Nations were supposed to be fi~hting against Gennan Militarisa, 

and on a universal suffrage vote endeavouring to establish it in 

democratic Australia. It is strange to contemplate how one nation of 

pe•ple will fight to rid themselves o,¥ tyrannies forced on them by 

tyrants and autocrats, am other peoples voting to impose on themselves 

what others are fighting desperately to throw off. I felt the more 

determined after the Conscription issue, to get on with the educational 

work of Socialism. 

The Sunday following referendum day was sunny and spring like. 

Meetings were advertized and the Domain was thronged. it was 111uch like 

Golden Gate Park on Sundays. There was a joint meeting, and I with 

Dwyer Gray and others addressed a couple of thousand people at least. 

I was a speaker from another state, and that seemed to gi~e me prestige, 

whatever my shortcomings might have been otherwise. 

There was only one hitch in all the campaign. During the last 

week, Nick Connelly applied for the City Hall, since the Mayor had 

~ranted it free for Joseph Cook, one time Prime Minister, and an ardent 

Conscriptionist. He refused. Class bias againt Connelly then agreed 

to hire it at whatever price. That was refused. The anti 1 s were to be 

kept in the background. The hall held four thousand peo~le, and Cook 

filled it. He did not meet with a favourable reception. So disturbed 
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was be that it was only now and again that he could be heard at all. 

laird Smith, a Federal Me111ber, who "ratted" with "Billy" Hughes, rose 
d,t-. ..; ""-' • 

from his place on the platfonn, but was howled~ He spo1e into the 

ear of a reporter, and sat down. Nextmanting we were acquainted 

throu~h the press with the fact that laird Smith rose to say "That 

if the audience would give Cook a hearing, the Mayor would grant the 

hall free to the anti 1 s." He ultimately granted it without Cook getting 

a hearing. I was no party to organizing the anti meeting. I was too 

busy going out each evening to address meetings with Dave Dicker. It 

seems that there were many who desired to speak at a meeting where an 

audience of four thousand was expected, and became jealous of one 

another. I heard all this and many more things from one of thedelegates. 

He occupied the same room as I, and often when a bunch had been yarning 

and drinking till late, he would come upstairs, wake me and we would 

e~age in a long talk. I assured him that they could have the meeting, 

and th~t I would welcome being in the audience for once. "One man", 

said he, "had mentioned the fact that there was no need to argue. His 

opinion was that there 'W"as one man who could bring his platfonn and 

talk all nlJ!;ht." That was what caused the jealousy. 

When the Secretary of the Hobart anti-Conscription League 

approached me, I baulked. "You will be able to muster many speakers", 

I said, "and you will get throu~h without me." He was indignant and 
-~l 
md, "But for reckonil\E/; on you we should not have organized the City 

Hall meeting. You must agree to speak." I left him at that, but on 

the night I was placed third on the list. I was disgusted when I heard 

a Sydney delegate relate how his union was the first to refuse to work 

with men born in the enemy country, and used such ar.e:ument to assure 
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the people of Hobart how patriotic they were. Sydney had a Nemesis. 

In 1917 the union went on strike, and instead of refusin~ to work 

with foreign born unionists, they were com?elled to -work with Austr~lian 

born blacklegs who destroyed them. I put vigour and energy into my 

speech, and sent my voice into the balconies and made the rafters ring. 

Never did I think that an outdoor speaker for the most part could rise 

to a flight of oratory •. I surprised myself. 

I had another unique experience. One day, after lunch, while 

I was being shaved at a barbers, a messenger called at the Howard, and 

asked that I be prepared to go to Geevestown after the Conference 

adjo~rned. There was a motor coach leaving at four o'clock. I was 

ready. A local man went with me. While we were enjoying afternoon 

tea at a roadside house, John Earl, ex-Premier of Tasmania, and quondam. 

Labour Politician, passed in a car. With him was a blind soldier. When 

they stop~ed for tea, the coach got in the lead. The clock was striking 

eight when we reached Geevestown, and many were assembled in front of 

the local hall. John Earl was billed to speak for Conscription in the 

hall. The local anti1 s organized an opposition meeting, and it was 

because of their telegram that I was hurried to their town. Earl was 

using the blind soldier, that is if he were blind at all, to persuade 

people that conscription should be carried. A chainnan opened our 

meeting on a store verandah oppo~lte the hall door, anJ we ~athered a 

goodly audience. As I spoke I saw that the hall was far from full, and 

passed a rtsaark. Several rubhed into the ha 11 and in a few minutes I 

saw them standing asking questions, interjecting, and otherwise 
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discomfiting John Earl. Soom the audience left and attended my 

meeting. I kept on till late. It was the policeman that assisted 

Earl to his car and got him away from what might have been a rough 

handling. All over, I was driven to the home of an apple orchardist 

a mile or two out of yeevesto•.m. He was one of a family of brothers 

who ha41 been reared in that fertile Huon Valley. A supper awaited me 

when I got amongst the women folks. My friend from Hobart was taken 

to another house. I was getting back to life. When I was a boy I 

lived amongst farmers, and as a youth in the Kelly Country I had been 

treated just as I was being treated in Geevestown. 

I had received two letters from Melbourne wttrni.ng me that all 

members of the I .w .w. had their places searched, and that my place would 

quite likely have been searched or it would be i.nmediately on arrival 

home. I feared nothing, for I was determined to see the fight through. 

All Hughes' legislation wa~ in the interests of the Uning class, and 

law was nothing more than the wish and desire of that section. I was 

not an anarchist, but I was a,gainst the State interfering with me on 

account of the war. I occupied a small house, and batched with an old 

mate from the mines and with a brother of mine. They assured me that 

there had been no one near the house, and no one came affer my return. 

I was a happy dele~ate. I had been elected after months of 

unpopularity on account of my internationalism, and I had attended a 

conference where we had declared ''Billy" Huf':hes no lon.'!;er a member of 

the union. His wash pot, Joe Morris, was lost without his "Billy", 

but "Billy" was ~one. 
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The year 1916 was one of the wettest sprin~s ever known in 

Melbourne. Every day it rained. Each shower lasted a week. The 

Cup had to he postponed. On the day of that great Australian event 

the course was under water. There was abundance of work for stevedores, 

but very little chance for meetings. When we could1we showed on Yarra 

Bank and addressed the crowds. Time passed and the r.w.w. continued. 

"Billy" Hughes had not so far been able to kill it. But "Billy" was 

not as easily beaten as some members thought. I knew him and his 

methods only too well, and realised that he would have another shot. 

He did. Discovering that the organization still existed and that in 

spite of his thinking that he had it in gaol it was still like the cat, 

possess~d of several lives, he sought to amend the Illegal Association 

Act. In the meantime there was an election. In spite of the fact that 

he consid~red himself still a good Labour man, he fled from West Sydney 

and was received by the electors of Bendigo. "Billy" had been in the 

Labour Party so lo~ that he knew its weaknesses, and one of them was 

that for a nl.llllber of years a certain religious organization was falling 

in behind the Labour Party. That mie;hty International religio-political 

machine, sou~ht a government l:!-:rant for denominational education. FrOII. 

the begiMing of State Schools, with the policy of education free, secular 

and com?ulsory, it had not been able to move either the Protectionist 

or Free Trade Parties. l\lthoug;h Hughes wqs now at the head of what was 

termed a Nationalist Party, he introduced the Sectarian issue into the 

election campaign. It was good along with war propaganda. He assured 

the electors that there ~ould be no t.ik about conscription unless there 
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were another referendum. That I feared would never be held again, 

but it was. The Labour Party was supposed to have blown its brains 

out when it ridded itself of Hughes, De I.argie, Pearce, Earl, 

Laird Smith and mny other, but the movement being greater than 

men, found men when the times demanded them. I was no more 

enamoured of the new blood than I was of the old that had gone 

out. I knew for all time that the Social Revolution would come, 

and that in spite of and not by the fiat of any political party. 

I could not be persuaded to compromise my Marxism. The Labour 

Party should never rope me in. 

The Natiomlist Party with its win the war programme came out 

of the election campaign with flying colours, and Hughes sought his 

amendment to the Illegal Association Act. There was a fight in the 

House, but Hughes got his Bill through. The labour Party did not 

vote against the Bill. He gave a month from the date of assent, and 

all who dared to bold on after August 27th 1917 were to be gaoled for 

six months. Our ~rty in Melbourne was a good little party and kept 

well away from anything that might savour of criminality. Some members 

might have advocated sabotage, but Iaidler and I kept strictly to 

Industrial Union propaganda. Our little hall was the home of a happy 

little party. Every Saturday afternoob one of the girls would buy 

the requisites for a Sunday tea, ard when we came from the Yarra Bank 

we would find half a dozen girl!l and some young fellows l¥ith a 

delightful tea ready. A couple of dozen would dine and from tea time 
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till meeting time would ind.ilge in choir practice and singing. But 

Hughes, being a philistine would not allow happiness and association. 
- -i!, 

One thing along concerned him and that was the perpetuation of 

Capitalism. Our concern was to organize to destroy it. The Bill 

was law, and any person that dared to declare for the I.w.w. after 

August 27th was courting six months in gaol. We met, talked over 

the Bill, and appointed a committee to meet and recommend what 

course of action should be deemed best. The Committee having all 

facts before it reconmended obeying the law. It wav more than we 

could do to fight it, with twelve men in gaol and all that was 

alleged against. them passin~ for truth. There was a little money 

owing to me on what I had advanced to pay for furniture, and it was 

decided that I should be instructed to take charge of thelocal 1 s 

belongings, dispose of them and after I was paid, the balance to go 

to the fund for the support of the wives and children of the men in 

gaol. We bo\lght a few boards and some packing cases, and used these 

for seats for our last night's meeting. The hall looked barren after 

the nice way it had been furnished, but we did with the makeshift. 

It was the last Sunday, and we appeared on Yarra Bank in force. 

We could afford to defy a law that was not law for another twenty­

four hours. "I suppose you think that this is our last appearance 

on Yarra Bank", I said in my speech, "but we will be here the same 

as ever. We stand for the One Big Union, and neither Hughes nor any 

other Prime Minister will prevent us. I for one will be on 'ta"ra Bank . . 

next Sunday even if I have'to wear a frock coat and carry a bible in 
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my pocket. It has been said that with the bible and Shakespeare 

we can prove anything. Well, I will look up the prophecies and from 

them I shall find scripture warrant for what I desire to say." We 

ran till the last minute, and left the meeting for our gloomily 

furnished hall. 

A Waterside Workers• strike was in progress, and on the 

,~ednesday there was a procession of striking unionists to Yarra Bank, 

and a demonstration. I was in the march_, and listened to speeches 

from some of the officials. Several approached me and urged me to 

make a speech, but not bei~ an official, I could not play the pa.rt 

of an interloper. Miss Johns, of the Women's Peace Anny, was on the 

bank, ~nd from her car proceeded to address the men. She spolce till 

she was nearly exhausted. Jack Williams, the Union Secretary, 

approached me and officially urged me to relieve the woman. I did. 

There I was, two days after the Illegal Association Acts, speaking 

when Hughes thought he had me silenced. 

For our challenge speeches on Sunday it was considered that I 

was representing the I.W.W. , and a detective took down my speech in 

shorthand. Soon I was served with a sunrnons and had to appear before 

the court. The police case must necessarily be weak. They raided 

the hall and got nothing to incriminate. They had searched Percy 

laidler• s p]a ce, but were di~.appointetl. Percy's c:oncern w,1 s for hi~ 

job. He knew that he could afford to be brave, but it would not be 

genuine. He was a specialist and his boss needed him, and for his 

boss's sake he was concerned about the defence. 
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I was lined up, charged and pleaded not guilty. I was not a 

member of an illegal organization, but I was a One Big Unionist. 

The detective who took the shorthand notes read out things that I 

had never said, and swore that I stood near a tree guard with a red 

flag floating about me, whereas I spoke fr0111 Miss John's car, and 

she had had a white calico sign, ''Workers Unite." He produced a 

button with a photo of Karl Marx on it, and said it was the product 

of the I .w.w. La.idler had the Secretary of the Socialist Party handy 
..().£, 

to prove that it was issued by the V .s .P. Ben Mulvog•·, secretary of 

the Builders' Union, gave evidence that apart from what the I.W.W. 

might propagate·, he, with others, had drafted a constitution for a 

One Big Union, am had never been in the I .w .~v. in his life. Jack 

Williams testified that the meeting was a pure and simple craft union 

affair and that it was he who invited and urged me to speak. The 

case was looking black for the police. It looked blacker when a 

plain clothes constable testified that he had made longhand notes of 

my speech, and things sworn to by the shorthand man were never said 

by me. The magistrate compelled the shorthand man to produce his 

book, and transcribe as he read. All the evidence was there, but it 

lacked corroboration. I was opposed by Leo Cussen, one of Melbourne's 

leading barristers, but he went down. The infonnation was dismissed 

and I was awarded five guineas. The money went to Maurice Blackburn, 

but his was a sinecure job. There was nothing to defend. 

When we came out of court, Kiernan assured me that I was only 

proceeded against on summons and not arrested. That was because the 
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police did not desire to treat me as a criminal - they respected me, 

and were in sympathy with our propaganda. Sergeant Detective Coonan 

infonned me that Hughes knew me too well to think that I would 

yield to his law, and that it was from the Prime Minister's department 

that the prosecution was ordered. Once again I carried too many guns 

for Terrible Billy. 

Sunday by Sumay I went down and talked about Socialism and 

Industrial Unionism. There was big interest in the meetings, for it 

was feared that as long as the war lasted there was a necessity for 

vigilance, not so much on the part of the authorities as on the part 

of the people. All were not patriots am a 11 were not in favour of 

the war. 

It happened one Sunday that meetin~s on Yarra Bank were forbidden. 

The people swarmed out as never before, believing tnat there would be 

a riot. The river banks were lined with people, §a Henley never 

attracted them. An army of police were on foot and on horses to 

shepherd people out of their regular meeting ground. There was galling 

tnd chafing, and well the police knew that they could not hold the 

crowd if once it broke. "Chunmy" Flenning, the anarchist, hired a boat 

am a man to row hilll, and as the boat was rowed up river from Princes 

Bridge, "Chunmy_" lectured. He cursed the police and the authorities 

that dared to usurp the peorle' !'I privile1?:e. Suddenly there was a br"ak 

and a mob was rushing in. The police were powerless - they pushed and 

rode, but the meeting ground began to fill with people. Dick Long, 

a poet, and friend of the Anti-War Brigade, mounted a box and began to 

harangue the crowd. The police seized him, and there was intense 

excitement. On the other side of the river th(\us .-:i nds. like PetPt'. 
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had assembled to follow their Jesus afar off. Two men excited and 

eager to get across, engaged a boatman to row them. When they were 

in midstream one of them stood up, and in his excitement, overturned the 

boat. The boatman was at home in his boat or in the river. He soon 

swam to the bank, but his fares went down. Men stripped hurriedly and 

swam to the scene, but there was no rescuing them. Police with 

grappling irons fished two corpses up. It was a victory for the 

habitues of Yarra Bank.. The authorities did not try to prevent any 

more meetings. They had caused one tragedy, and that was enough for 

them. 

I was becooiing versed in tactics from my studies, but supposing 

that things di'1 not happen according to planl I was thinking on 

eTery happening, and working out in my mind a plan for action. I an 

sure if I were not a revolutionary, I should have raa.de a good soldier. 

But I should have to be the General. I could never serve as a private. 

Military discipline would never dominate me. 

The authorities not being able to lock people out of Yarra Bank 

Campus, a new method was adopted. Returned or enlisted soldiers ~ 

sought to break meetings up. They tore down "ChlllUllY" Fleming• s flag 

and smashed up the Women• s Peace Anny meetin~s. Vida Goldstein, 

Miss Johns and Adela Pankhurst were thrust from the platfonn Sunday 

;\fter Sunday, but courageously they went to their posts. The V.5.P. 

was not in favour. Fred Riley was attacked more than one Sunday and 

efforts were made to inmerse him in the riv~r, but Fred too contirrued 

his policy of passive resistence. It all riled me. I wanted to fight 

<1.nd went to the meetings prepared for f i~ht. An antagonistic mob 

f!;:ithered round one Sunday and threatened me. I spoke and !!ave warni~. 
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''It is this way 11 , I said, ''I have watched your doings and noted that 

you think you are running the country. I have no respect for soldiery, 

and if the authorities do not see that the police do their duty we 

will do it for them, and I intend to meet lawlessness with lawlessness. 

There is room in the morgue for many of you, and it is there I will 

send you - Keep back." 

"You are alright, Wilson" 1 said their spokesman. "You talk 

c0111non sense and you have nothing to fear. 11 

"I have nothing to fear", I repeated, "but you ha.e. The morgue 

is close beside Yarra Bank - the authorities reckoned for us when they 

built the morgue along:side what was to be the rebels meeting place. tt 

Sunday after Sunday soldiers and would be soldiers assembled and 

worked for nischief. It mattered not whether it was Miss Johns, 

Miss Goldstein or Adela Pankhurst, they were interrupted, and sometimes 

pulled off the platform. Fred Riley was knocked off his stand, and 

sometimes threatened with violence, The police were always handy, and 

strange to say, recognized their powerlessness to deal with the 

interrupters, and escorted Riley to the morgue till the trouble was 

passed. 

The Anti-Conscription League that had been brought into ex.ist.ence 

for the purpose of fi~hting Conscription in 1916, had not disbanded, 

for well did some of its members realize that the danger of Conscription 

was not past and would not be till the war ended. I joined them, and 

thus was attached to an organization where I could carry on propaganda. 

Sunday after Sunday, and Friday night after ~•riday night, we carried on, 
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and the hour of another campaign drew nearer. I was at a strike meeting 

one afternoon, and we were kept late. Going down from the Guild Hall 

many 111en were talking and discussing the strike. As we stopped at the 

comer of Bourke and Swanston streets a sergeant of police approached 

us to move us on, and he said, "You will have abundance of time to 

talk about thestrike when you get into the trenches. Billy Hughes 

is after you with his ref erendtlll again." I bought a "Herald", and 

sure enough there was to be another referend\DTl. The fi~ht was to be 

right on and the battle of 1916 fought all over again. 

There was a State election in progress, and we abandoned the 

South Melbourne market meeting for six weeks in favour of the politicians. 

The election finished on a Thursday, and all was clear for me on my old 

stand. I had been written to and asked if I would visit Adelaide. I 

answered and infonned those who had invited me that I had more to do 

in Melbourne than I could satisfactorily manage, and if there were any 

other speakers available, I would prefer that they engage then. 

Several of us spoke to an enormous crowd at the South Melbourne 

market, and did not discontinue the meeting until late. I went home, 

made coffee, enjoyed supper, perfectly satisfied that the antis were 

the ones that were wanted to be heard. I was short of candles, and 

not to be cheated out of my customary read on going to bed, I made a 

bed on a sofa downstairs, where I could use the kerosene lamp. I 

read till the town clock was striking twelve. I was enjoying a 

splendid sleep when I was suddenly awakened by a hard knocking on the 

front door. I feared it mi~ht be the military, because of things that 

I and others had said at the market meetinp:, or it might be thepoli.ce, 
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for we had conducted our meetings without any pennission save our 

own. I rose, stepped outside and took possession of the axe, for 

I meant to fight. I laid it on the sofa and went to the door. 

Whoever it was to arrest me I should have to be allowed to dress, 

but when I opened the door I was greeted by a shy telegraph messenger. 

He handed me a reply paid telegram, and assured me be was ordered to 

wait for a reply. 

I was wanted in Adelaide, and was urged to leave my home city on 

Saturday and arrive to speak in Adelaide on Sunday. That I could not 

do. I owed it to the local Anti-Conscription League to speak as 

arranged on Sunday afternoon. I should have abundance of time during 

six weeks to put the case for the antis in the lesser city. 

An enormous crowd s-warmed on to the Yarra Bank on the Sunday 

afternoon, and I scarcely thought it fair to go away, but I had 

replied in the affirmative, and there could be no reneging. I bade 

the audience good-bye and exhorted them to make sure and do credit to 

themselves on December the twentieth. 

On arrival in Adelaide I was taken to a home in the city, where 

I was supplied with a first-class room, and board that was a change 

from by bachelordom. I was soon infonned why I had received the 

tele.~ram at four 6 1 clock in the morning. There was an Anti-Conscription 

Leae:ue in existence during the 1916 camr,ai~n, which consisted of men 

and ,.omen of all ~ades of r,ol itical thou~ht. In the meantime the Labour 

Party, that did not understand its position in 1916 and took up a sort 

of yes-no attitude, had found itself. In a few months time there was 
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to be a State election, and it was planned to fonn up a Labour Party 

Anti-Conscription League, and the speakers and organizers were to be 

the candidates to contest the election. Each selected candidate 

was sent to his constituency, and under pretext of defeating 

conscription was to do considerable campaigning on the funds collected 

to fight conscription. The original Anti-Conscription League held 

conference with the Labour Party, and after having been rejected the 

Conmittee hastened to their room, which was on the A.11.u. building, and 

there decided to wire me. It was 11 p.m. when the wire was sent. 

The Party's funds were low, but I was not short, and could wait 

for my fare and expenses, but two members, Frank and Ma.."< Arndt, 

imnediately 4onated money to assist in the printing of leaflets. I 

was taken to many factories and works, and the late "Teddy" King 

introduced me and assisted with the meetings. Sunday came and I made 

my first speech in Botanic Park. The interest was enormous and the 

throng accordingly. I appealed for funds and the box was filled in 

one round, many coming up to the platform and handing me ten shilling 

notes. The labour Party were chagrined when they lea~ned that the 

Anti-Conscription League had engaged a speaker, and one who was new to 

Adelaide audiences, and on that account something of an attraction. 

It was one of Adelaide's specially hot sU111Jters, but in spite of 

it I threw myself into the work. Men and women came in, and from the 

country cash was donated in large and small amounts and we were a 

truly happy family. There was earnestness and energy everywhere. 

We printed thousands and thousards of leaflets and the conmittee of 

\ 
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active workers rl:i.stributed them through the city and suburbs, and 

a. goodly number addressed envelopes and po8ted thousands to the 

country. Four men were appointed to travel the country, and out they 

went, proving that the Anti-Conscription League was asstrong as ever in 

spite of the new Anti-party formed up by the Labour P~rty. I addressed 

nieetings at lunch hour, and every ni.e:ht we ,,,ere in some street or 

another drawing hundreds and hundreds to hear the case for Australian 

liberty. 

lve were hampered by the censor. Major Smeaton was the man appointed 

to pass or prohibit what we desired to print, hut I will say in all 

fairness to his position, he mig:ht have delayed some of our leaflets, 

but he ga.ve us very little trouble otherwise. 

The great day came, and a burning: hot day it was, I wa.s feeling 

the strain, and rested in the office, receiving rerorts, and issuing 

instructions. I was there at night when the first report of the voting 

came in. On that I was satisfied that we were on the winnine: side and 

tha.t Billy Hu~hes had lost again, and "democracy" was saved. It would 

have been a terrible satire on the intellif,!ence of .\ustralia if conscription 

could have been enacted by a referendum vote. 

I was due for a rest, and as it was only a few d,1ys ti] 1 Christmas. 

I spoke in Victoria Squa re on F'riday night and in the P,1rk on the Sunday. 

It seemed at first th;it I was ]oafinr:. Thz-re were no midJqy mcetinr s 

and no street meetinr:s at ni ,.,.ht. Suc h me etin_gs sPemed to have grown to 

be part of my beine:. ,·ihile the camr,;{ir:n was on I en,ioyed a shower in 

the morninv:, one when I returned from a midd,ty meet i rn1: , ::i. nd one after 
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the street meetirn~s at ni!!bt. E,ren tl,en I sc.'l.rcc"J y h,ld ;-, chance to 

get cool in such ;i_ sum'ller. The 1,ronder ,ms that I ·was net charged an 

excess water r:.ite on to? of my board. 

1.vith the defeat of Billy's second attempt I was anxious to 

return to my bachelor's headquarter~ but was enf!:a,!!ed ti] l after New 

Year. The members meeting: ~.,;as held and the balance sheet showed that 

we had handled four hundred and fifty ;:iounds in six. weeks. Much 

credit was due to many humble as we1] as prominent members of the 

Lea~e. Scott Bennett h~ldped over twa week ends on his 1,ray to and. 

from Rroken Hill~ and as he w-a.s a mi~hty orator, he was Qf ~reat. 

assist .. 1.nce. 

The founders of the \nti-Conscri.ntion Le.=ieue, who were ardent 

fiirhters against boy conscription from the inception of compulsory 

military trainini;, were in favour of retaining me to continue that 

fi~ht, for \ustra1ia was not free. from conscription while her boyhood 

were comrelled to attend for military trairiin.e;. There 1.v,1s still a 

prodi~;ious ,tmount of enthusiasm and the meetings in the Square and the 

Park did not abate. 

The secretary of the Anti-Conscription League was a. second 

generation of Socialists. Miss Glenie 1 s father and mothPr were early 

converted. 0'rom the time that a drc,ught drove them off Mootwinaee 

station until th\.:' out.bre;_1 k of the w:1r they k,d l i.ved :in Rroken lfil 1, 

the storm centri=- of fndustridism. Thf'v h 1d lived :,.nd suffered throu.E!h 

the strike of 1909, had he?.rd Tom Hann, H,n-ry Holland, ~cott Bennett 

and c)ther speakr:r~ of eqtm.1 calibre, aii'.i h;,,J reared their family in 
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thP. e:reat movement thilt, I was dediccited to serve for the re~t eif . ·. ) 

my days. Miss Glenie was capable as well as earnest. 

Several Socialists bellevin11; with me that boy conscription could 

be fou~ht more effectively from the point of view of Socialist 

propaganda moved for a conference between the Anti-Conscription League 

and a supposed Socia.list Party. ,-.rithin a month the Socialist Party 

was fonned activeJy, and the ta.cit'. members quietly dropped out. I 

had no desire to remain in Adelaide. The Yarra Bank was calling me, 

and I was full of longing to get back before the old audiences, but 

comrades in Adelaide persuaded me to stay till the~· could appoint 

another. I advertised for an organizer, and there were several 

applications. I refused to submit cme, and considered myself 

disqualified from being appointed. One thin~ I objected to was the 

nay. I W'dS a vendor of labour po•.,.rer whether I worked for a ca pit.a list 

system. To me it was not wlrnt the party ''lr'I.S prep.:u·ed to pay me, but 

what it would prevent me from ectrning in industry while it emrloyed me. 

I WQS to be m-'l.rried on the Thursday ti, none other than the 

Secretary of the Anti-Conscription League, and had arri\n?:ed. to leave 

for Melbourne on the S;\turdi'ly. I had writ:ten to Percy Laidler, and 

Percy advertised me to speak on Yarra Bank on the Sunday, but the 

meeting on the .✓e.dnesday ni!!ht a 1 tered my plans. The room was full, 

and the ~ipp]ications were there for consideration. '{hen it c,1me to 

makirnr an aprointment my nnrnt~ w;.1 s mentioned. I ob j~ct,erl, but in 

spite of me it was repe,1 ted, and my qua] if.ications urged: I left the 

meetinl!., went into ;i tohacconi :Jt shop do,-m.st~ ir:::, bouP-ht ;i cil!c1r, and 

sat at th-~ foot of the st;iirs, •,,raitil!/ t .i11 the m~•~tinz •,,ras over and 
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my ffancee was r~ady to see me, a.nd make some final arrangements for 

the morrow. But just as I was three-quarters of the way throur,h my 

cip:ar, a messenger came downstairs and beg~ed of me to return to the 

meeting. The chainnan acquainted me with what had taken place while 

I was out. The meeting had agreed to tum down the applications and 

appoint me, at a. slightly increased salary if I would continue as 

organizer. I agreed to do so for six months, when I would have the 

Party in such a way that a lesser light could replace me and carry 

on. Had I done rir;ht or wrong? I was sorry to have to stay, yet 

glad for the sake of the cause I served to be of some use even in 

South Australia, It was Party and not people that decided me. 

I went to the hills to a qui.et place for a few days rest, 

returning to the city on Saturday afternoon. Now that I was a 

benedict I had to seek a home. I had been cheated out of my return 

to Melbourne and made no arrangements for residence in Adelaide. With 

the day's paper and half a dozen rooms and flats marked 1:,-e rounded the 

city. Some places looked desirable, but there were faults to be found 

with them. I had never sought a home for myself and a wife before, 

so was fastidious. At last we found a place that suited and I was 

settled down to the life of Adelaide - but for how lott~! 

Sunday saw me on a pl.a tfonn th~t T thought I hrtd ahandoned when 

1 spoke from it on the previous Sunday, but there '\om.S I in the s:1me 

r,1:-lcc ar:aii,. 1-,:p hao dint~d in the c~ty, ,111cl v.isite:-1 my 1v1re•s pt!op1,~ 

accepting an invJ.t.ati.nn for tea. Our housdceepin;! did not stu·t till 

shops one11ed on Monday. 
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Th~ :-'arty h::i.d em!:aged the A. W.TJ. hall for Sunday night lectures 

but I was to be freed from l.ect1.1rin~ on my first Sund;iy evenine: of 

married life. After tea we decided that we would visit the hall and 

listen to what was to be an enli,~htenin? lecture on "The New Russia". 

Aa yet I had but an :imperfect knowledP:e of the details of the 

revolution. The 1.ecturer was a Rus~ian, and could ·givf! a perfect 

descr Lotion. 've had not got off the tram, v-.rhen I saw the Secretary 

of the Partv Jo,:,king for s~xne one. It happened to be me. The hall 

was crowded but the lectur~r was missini,;. I hurried over, addressed 

the audience on the Necessity for the Pro1etarbn &evolution ;.)nd so 

saved the si tnat,ion. 

Now that I was definitelv appointed organiz'<?r 1 entered on my 

work with determinntion.. I h,Hl been a speaker, and an executive 

officer, but J now undertook the resi~onsihility of buildin.,".!'. ur a 

party. I could not go on speakinr day and night a~ I h"'d done thron~h 

the r1 nti-~onscri.ption campair:n. T should hilve to a Uot myself certain 

meetinr-;s and no more. I received a letter invitinr me to Broken Hill, 

and asking me what would be my fee :cind expenses. I rerli.ed that I was 

engaged and not avaifa.ble for Hroken Hill. 

Every Thursdc1.y I visitied n •.,,ell-known furniture f'lctory where a 

lar~e mnber of men were em'.)loyed. Mc\tthbs, the mcini'lf~r, w~s just 

t: 1
1t" t:t ;-; e (..)f hoss tint ,l Soci:i1ist mi'.dlt h;it.t."' :lnd dl.'s.pis\•,. He believed 

and mi:>n fe~irP.ct him. A l.01vr verilndah in front e,,f the factory saw the 

men seated f-:.,r th,~ir din,1er and ;l sr11oke. It wr1s an ide;:il plctce for a 
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meeting, but I could not encourage or persuade t\nyone to sell P<,pers 

or books for me. They were married to their job as it ¼~re and 

afraid of their master. I pre~ared for emergencies, and stood on my 

box with a few shillings and pence in my hand for change, and kept the 

papers under my ann. As soon as the whistle started to blow I would 

step down hurriedly and run to the ga.te, and as the men passed in in 

a crush many would buy a paper, and so I managed to dispose of from a 

dozen and a half to two dozen copies. Only a fracti.on of the men were 

buyers, but who more than a fraction at any time contributed to the 

funds of a party or bought literature? The greater number of union 

men were compulsory unionists, only a limited number in any industry 

would join a union i.f left to themselves. Socialism was not based on 

cotnpulsory membership, but on the process of economic evolution. It 
I 

. I ' 
was not the will of the mob, but societies great driving force that we 

relied on. 

At the Islington workshops I found things different. Th~re were 

men there who were active in the anti-conscription fight, and who had 

taken membership cards in the Socialist Party. These I could always 

rely on. One man took thrt~e do-ten papers into the shops and compel led 

his workmates to buy, another took a p.'lrcel every meetinr,: and sold 

upwards of three do~en. 0fte:1 too I dis~osed of boolj:s and pamphlets. 

Th~ P;:irty h.:i.d but little money. The gre;tt anti-conscription fi,i';ht 

took all but twenty-five of the four hundred and fifty that we collected. 

We were lucky that we could keep the party out of debt. The collections 

in the park and in the hall on Sunday nights were consistent, and soon 
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huge, but two of us co111d .P"et along reasonably enon~h on it. 1 had 

caJls, beim,: a party organizP,r, th.:\t l)ther members did n,)t know about; 

besides I had to be contim1a lly buyin?: new books and subscribing to 

many papers. It was necessary to keep up to date. 

Percy Lll.idl er was man,~er of Andrade' :S boo I, shop, and beinr, a 

rehel, had persuaded his emr.loyer to stock nolitic~,1 literature. I 

wrote him and on my name he was prepared to grant a substantial 

credit. He h.'ld had destlings with pnrties and had suffered, but with 

me ~s R responsible agent our party could buy f~ir quantities and 

stock un. The paper 1.,re •Jere h~.ndling, ''fhe .~ocial Dem1)crat 11
, savoured 

too much of the Victorian Socialist Part.y method.s. It ,,'cl s too 

"democratic" and not revol utionnry enough. There were ~ evera ! 

Socia 1 ist Parties in existence in Sydney and each competed for our 

affiliation. I wa8 somewh;it disrioscd toward~ the Sodr1.list Labour 

Party, but that Party was definite in its attitude towards r,olitics. 

I scarcely favoured poli.tic~l rlction at: a11, to me at th;it time it 

seemed that it was not primary, ands~ others who had been in the 

I.W."1/. were , .. •ith me in th;it. ·fo dec.ided to hold aloof from c1ffi1iations 

and handle the "Int.ernatiom.l Socialist", which i..f.:lS bei ~,1~ r,rinted by 

the ~ustra Lian Socia list Party. I or,iered a hundred copies. They sold 

P-very copv. I ,,.rire(i for three hundred, and before 1ve glH to <•:.tr full 

sell in,rr, C<\paci.t)r we were receivin,.r and d : sr,osin"' of four hundr·ed 
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to thr~c, four, and tl1en for a f 1..111 half ye;1r, we aver,t,7e:d five 

!'.)Ounds a. week. Th;:).t wa~ good for Adelaide. The most of the comrades 

were pleased and credited me with beine: a capable organizer as well 

as a speaker, but there were others who could not bear to be in a 

party that could show success. Jealousy seized them, and I was marked 

down for their opposition. I was too ready and desirous of leaving to 

accept criticism from anyone. Some of my critics desired to heap 

work on me and increase the n1.111ber of meetings that I was to address. 

It irked them that they might come into the party room and find me 

writinp; or looking up something for a lecture. In their judgement 

I should work all day, speak severa 1 nights a week, speak Sunday and 

Sunday night, and do all my studying in my sleeping hours. I consented 

to address a meeting in the Square on Saturday night in addition to 

Friday, but beyond that I would not ~o. I had organized for seven 

months and was proud of my record. Several handsome donations had 

embl~d me to build up a literature stock to the value of a full 

hundred pounds - there was ten shilli1'gs worth in the cupboard when 

I started. 

''Monty" Miller, the grand old man of the Australian Labour 

movement, althou.~h well o-ver eighty, desired to make a trip from 

West Australia to old ha.wits in the Eastern States. We received him 

and r~ised money t_o ht~lp him on his way. He spoke in UH~ Square, in 

the Park, and lectured in the hall one Sunday night. He was offe 

The day after, the annistice was signed, c1nd Adelaide was all excite­

ment - fully intoxicated. Tramway men refused to handle the traffic 
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unless they were paid more money. The arnou.r1t was refused. They struck, 

and the largest crowd that ever filled \delaide' s streets were forced 

to get to the city as best they could- Tens of thousands thronged the 

streets all day, sang victory sonP.:s, and waved flags. Monty 1,ras to 

catch the afternoon train. Our comrades were at the hall. It was a 

general holiday. We decorated in red, and hoisted the flap; of Social 

Reconstruction and marched through the crowd, but we were not noticed. 

We were accepted as part of the great celebration, so enthusfastic 

was the crowd. Had they been sober enowzh to realize who we were, and 

what we represented, there would have been a melee in t .he street .• 

Patriotic intoxication is the worst foon of intoxication. 

The tramway men w~re locked out and the meeting in the Square 

on Friday night was enom1ous. Never had I addressed a larger gathering. 

One speaker before me referred to tj1e vanqujshed Gennans and said, 

"They are not so bad. They are enterprising. If ~ man in Gennany 

possesses a good idea there are lavatories for him to go intot" Great 

laughter. 

I talked as I never talked before in the open and .almost 

erltausted myself talkine a.hout Socialism and Inclustrial Unionism. From 

that I branched off onto science, provin1:'. how all the hLDnan race were 

akin, :rnd th&t the war just ended W:lS a fi,;!;ht over conmercia.l 

ae;.e:randisement:. Tt was <'! sordid trnde war, ,1.s nr. Mannix had ~aid. 

My cd tics seized on my ta H c•n science ac; ;i_n oprortuni ty to cha stis~ 

me. I shouJ.d hc'lV'~ tr1.lk~d one th.inp.: only to such an audience, in 

their judgement. Here I gnve notice th.~'1-'.- at the end of the financial 
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year, which was l"ebruary, I would be a missinl! quantity. I was in 

Adelaide because of my ability to organize and not to be bossed by 

lesser lights. 

"You will never get away", said my wife to me as we went home 

that nig:ht, and we took half a house from a comrade with a small 

family and I bought some furniture. Yet I was for quitting. 

The end of the calendar year c,une and we set about to· organize 

a picnic. It was to be held on F'ound.ation Day. It was as big an 

affair as the rJ.nti-conscription celebration, nearly. Hore than 

four hundred journeyed to N<'l.tion;; 1 Park. J was sure in a p;-i.rty 

that was booming, and was proud to be its organizer. It was while 

the party was _in this flourishing: \10si'c.ion that I desired to quit 

and leave it to some one else to hold. The end of the financi.:'11 

year arr.ived, but no arrangements had been ma.de as a result of the 

notice I had givei',, but 1 refused nomin;i. tior, _ I wa~ inst eucted to 

advertize for a successor in the various Socialist papers in t.h<-' 

different States. It meant that I should not be able to leave before 

the end of March at earliest. The nomi mt,ions ·were in, and after a 

good deal of debate on the merits and derr1er:i ts of the various ari '.-,1 ica nts 

I -.ras referred. to as the only m.1.n for the _job. 

''You will hav(' t.0 apooint anotheru, I sn.id, "for I am ~oing· away." 

!\t b,st a ~e]ection w:,s made, ;rnd T w:1 s rlensen, for I desired 

to rPturn to ,,.,ork and to the meetirnrs on Yarra Hank. I wired the 

successf1tl ap"1icant, H. Spent,er ,.Joo-:l, th~n at Newc ... ,stle, but when 

it came to acrepting: he reneged~ and r~co:nmended anc-ther who h ,1.d been 
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one of the applicants. This individual did not wait to know what 

might be doing, but i.Jm;ediately sent in another application. I was 

as far from bein.P,; re]ieved as ever. Applications were invited again, 

and another month elapsed. There were half a dozen applicants but 

the Party would not make a choice. :\ny one of them mi.~ht have proved 

good if given a trial, as the Party was organized and on a good footing, 

as the saying goes. Little Doctor Nicola thou~ht of Mick Sawtell, and 

moved that I write 'desterr1 1ustralia and urge him to come to Adelaide. 

Mick was as far away as he could possibly be. He was at Wyndham, and 

his fiancee, formerly an Adelaide girl, wired him and <lem:,.nded that he 

leave his outlandish place and return to civilizution. At last word 

came through that Mick would arrive in Adelaide on a certain day. It 

was weeks ahead, and I hegan to think that my wife was a wise wooia.n, 

and that I should have to be anchored for a long time in the land of 

the "crow eaters." 

Time was passing. May Day ~.s approaching, and it was our 

intention as Socialists to celebrate it worthy of our Party. My wife 

and a number of other wamen cat1.rades organized a social in the Trad2s 

Hall, and n mighty .e-ood social it was. On our way home when Twas in 

the best of humour I consented to my 0....f e leaving: almost :i'TIJl'lediately 

and clearing the way for me tJ1 quit aci soon as Sr1.wt.e11 arrived. But 

.:J las~ Ded •;ions cannot be executed :is soon as hatched. !\ pla~ue was 

upon the land. lnfluen~a of a kind not known in \ustralia before, was 

ra~ing in every State, and many people ,vere dying because of it. :\n 

embar.~o was beim! pbced on Interstc1te tr;wellers. One h;-td to be 
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examined by a doctor, wait a week and report ~gain before a boat or 

rr1il ticket could be issued. That was had enough, but the boat on 

which Sawtell was travelling fran Wyndham to Freemantle had a sick 

passenger aboard, and the whole ship's passengers were forced into 

quarrantine. I was to be held up for a further period. My wife 

gained her~ pratique and left for Melbourne. I stored our belongings, 

rented a room in the city and carried on. 

I was feeling dee~ly interested. OuT' propaganda was having 

effect. The One Big Union idea was takin~ hold. :fould that it 

would scom·~e like Choleric Influenze;i .• ~]ready the Trades Halls W\!re 

sitting up and taking notice. There wn.s a conference convened in 

Melbourne for the purpose of launching the One Bi~ Union to function 

in industry. Several de) ee:ates from Adelaide Trades and Labour 

Council were to attend. \fas my dream coming true earlier than I 

could have expected? 

Of all the Tr;:i.de Union officials who had taken an active interest, 

one might give some credit to Ben Mulvof!,ue, Secretary of the Builders• 

Union in Melbourne, but Ben had his limitations. \\Then he made a 

st.:-i t.ement to the effect - "That with the One Big Union f onned up we 

could march triumphant to thr~ -\rhitration Court", I was satisfied 

that Ben w.:,.s not a revolutionary, hut a pure and simple era.ft unionist. 

I ,.,aited for the result of the r.onference. Delee;., l:es evolved a scherne, 

a.nd dr.::i.u,e::hted a Constitutior,., The de]eg;,tes returned. ·, ith the One 

Rig Uni.on in the air m;iny Cr-1.ft Union off ir,ials who hi~.d .iobs to lose 

and other .inter.,...sts to serve, rroved hew far they were in favour of 

the etnanc.ipa. ti.on of the 1'.tort:i rw: Class - my class. One Cle:iry, wrote 
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" h)ok, ''The Or:e Bi}!'. Union, \.{ill it r-<)nancipate the Workers?" He 

wrote it, not as a member of a union, but as the Pr~sident of the 

C<ltholic Federation. He was against it, on very poor arg\.ltlent, but 

it was sufficient. The attitude of one of our large religious 

organizati.ons towards the O.B.U. was stated and that sufficed for 

some delegates. Tommy Howard, Secretary of the Trades an~I LA.hour 

Council, immediately turned right about face, and then I knew that 

the Propa~anda for the f onr.ation of t.he One Bi.r: Un:ion was in the hands 

of the revolutionaries. Sawtell was credited with bein.u.; an ardent 

t,hampion of the O.B.U. He had been a member of the I •1,r .w. and for 

its sake had suffered several months imprisorment. 

'fhe ivorkers International Industrial Union, which w~-~ the 

ori,!!inal I. W .\.J. before the Anarchist element captured its Conference 

i.n 1908 and eliminated the political clause:, was organizin}!' and 

buildin2; up in Melbourne. It doubled its efforts after the Trades 

Union O.B.U~ Conference, for it knew that only trained revolutionaries 

could handle the position. The Organization published a paper, "The 

One Big Union Herald", Fifty earnest comrades, engaged in selling it, 

and canvassinp; on Saturday afternoons and 5undn.y mornings, taking 
(3 

subscriptions and eneuring a wide circulation. I was written to and 

eag:erly sei-zed the op,-,ortunity to spread such a paper. The paper was 

in demand, and hundreds and hundreds souJ:!;ht it. 1 raise~ the sal~~ 

to one hundred doz:-m a month, and kept the sale of the "I nternationa 1 

Socialist" up to four hundred a week. I wa!l feeling mo::-e interested 

than ever before. Yet 1 desir~i to expend my talent~ in Melbourne. 
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•·Jhen it ,,r;.,s knO\-,n through my wife thit J -...rt,ul\1 sc)vn be bad· I 

was wTi.tten to by the Sel~ri::>tarr of t:1E~ ·.·.T..I.U. :i..nviti.nq me to speak 

and work for that ori:;;1n.i::-;ation. I r~pl.Jed, ref•.t~inr~ the i.1w.1t~tion. 

I was still only partly concerned ::1bs1ut ,~. party that had a ::,olitic,11 

clause. 

At that time frrtnk Hyett, Secretar:v of the ?:1 i.lways Cnion, whe1 

~~ s the same 1entleman that I had had to do with in the V.i.ct<,rian 

Socl.'.l.list r>arty contracted the dre~deds:;ourge, inflm~nze, rrnd. died. 

,\n1.·,lic~tions ·-·'Pre ca.1l~d r-,y il.dvertisa-nent. ,)octor NU .. ol.,, dre'.v my 

attention t0 the i\d., and a. couple from th~ loca.1 ~:-..ih:ay Unfr,n called 

on me. l was al.so 1-1ritten to from 'fi~tori;i ,,nd urged to nL1ke
1
1appJicati9n. 

My industry was tr-c1nsror-t, ,'1.nd if th~ 0.R.n. were .~~oirP t·.:1 be f.ofmed I 

W\'Juld be eventu;:i1Jy ir. with the rn:1.l.0.riiy ~e :i •. \ta 1-re,1k moment I was 

P"'rsuaded to nEi.ke ;:lpplicL1tion. The result was ;is I 1rr"ti:-ht h·-,ve expected. 

The Victorian i~1.iJ.wc1.y Hvm, ,,,hile pretend.in~~ to su;,port the o.n.u. did 

n1)t desire to have .for an offic.ial otF· ,,,-ho ,.,r.:1f~ ::.R r",1 l:~)t ;i revolutionary 

as they consirlered me to be. I had had ass0ci-1tion with th~ I.'.J.1,.1. They 

selected •,·ill .Smith, a meml:let' of the ".'ictori.Jn '";ocfa.list P:Jrty, a.rid one 

who held membet·sh i p i.n th~ I.;1bour P;1 rty, ·- :,c- r1. fter·•·'·" ~ 1.~ c.onte>-st,•d ;:i 

seat in thP A.L". jntere~t. The s:i111e rr211tl.em2.n some t;ime btcr visited 

Sl..tffraf"e ,h:-td noth .t.n"' more <''1.S needed." Truly an inferior m1d~rst.-.indinP.' 
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than c~ars and Kaisers. Eut opportunism is blind and ,kceitful. 

It w~ s approachim· the fourteenth of _[uh-, :rnd I S'c"·t myself the 

t,:1 sk of stndyin!"" the FrenC'.h !'{evolution so tll'lt •,;e rnin:ht celebrate the 

fourteenth, wh.ich was the ;1_11.n hrers;:iry of the fa 11 of the Bastille. I 

had just been throu~h the v.I.I.,.v. constitution, :1nd that of the One 

Bi~ Union, and was being softened in my anti-political or,iniohs, and 

as I waded deeper into t~1e history afore s~ :id I was becomin~ convinced 

that econi..,mic r,o,,rer a lo11e could. not suffic-e. The hourf!eo:isie had won 

economic nower but were hernm~d it~ by ,t r-0·1 itica l wn. l l, shaped in the 

d~ys of feudali'-ml. It wr1s the dl~sire to sm;-ish thc1t ,rntiqu.ated political 

she"! I th,1t forced the revo1ution. The bourf:'.eoisie held to win political 

power. Then a new book arrived in Australia. It •.-r;;i,s "fhe State - Its 

Origin and fi',unctions." Never had there been such a hook written before, 

dealing~ with thc1t mi,,:hty insti.tYtion in the light of Marx's ~fa.terialist 

Conception of History. I was on the horns of a dilemma. Just as it was 

a hard intellectual struggle to accept science and break with my early 

relig;ious training, and later theolorrica1 studies, so was it a mental 

strain to make up my mind that political action was necessary in an 

economic fight with the forces of Capitalism. The One Bi~ Union mip_:ht 

be alright in f ie:hting the d,lily stru,e:.d.e, but the Socia 1 Revolution 

would have to be phnned on the most scientific lines. I was ,""hd 

indeed that; I had n~fused to ;:iccer,t the job of orr::rni sing for the 

reliP.ved me and I dr.voted t:ime to further study • 

free. 

. Ltt last Sawte 11 arrived, ,1nd after a.noth?.r week end I was to be 

:.Je gave 1 • .um .;i welcorne in the haJ1 and I Ya.s rresented. with a 
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handsome travellin.e: b:1g - somethinr: to pack ur, in ;ind ,ret away. 'v"hich 

way should I accP-pt it? I was also presented •,vitl~ a gcdd-mounted 

f ount::\in pen, by the comrades and sympathisers at Isl j n!Yton. I was 

becomin~ an important factor in the world of Socialist Propaganda. 

Sawtell was to occupy the room that I was then in, and for the time an 

extra bed was i.mprovised. ie retired late, and t ,~ l ked ti11 the small 

hours of the morning. I woke at seven, and was possessed of a happy 

f ee1inf! as I sa'I.!' my successor sleepin)?: in the bed beside mine. But 

I was dis.:tppointed when he ,_,toke and E!'Ot up. 

"Alf", he si:tid, "I have been doin~~ s,Jme thinking, and I have come 

to the conclusion that this will be no job for me. I c;1n talk on 

Indust:rlal Unionism, but I could not manage the different thinP.:s that 

need a ttendin~ to. 111onty t,li'ller q;ave you !1·reat praise to me and said 

I would find it hard to carry on from where you left off. You are a 

Marxian,, but l have to confess that I have m~ver read such an author, 

and I do not possess a mind that would enahl e me t.o ,;tudy hir(l. Emerson 

is more of an intelle~tua1 master for me. Take il holiday, a month if 

rou like _, and return. I wl 11 Jabour to c;:i;-ry on in the meant:i_me." 

Sunday came, but I w"as disar'."ointed. The dar wn s sunny and the 

audience enormous. Many attended to h .. ~ilr a f;i,rewell c1d(ir,ess by me, 

and to he~1r my successor who was expected to be equal to me in an 

oration. I spoke, vaid farewell, and introduced Sawte11, e:ic:pectinf:r; 

that I h ;,d s 1,of,en for- t!w 1,,st tLm~ to an ,1.,khidt• audl •· nn,•, hut t'o 

my surr,rise, Mick made rt vi ~orous hut short sr,eec:+.. l·k c-ut out in 

half an hour. I \~S comr,eJ1ed to ste;-, on the ol,,,tform 'l~ain. 
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I spent Monday in the office introduci~ m~r successor to his 

new work, a.nd on Tuesday I was pa.eked up and rerldy for my departure. 

At this time the seamen werP. on strike, and the w.iterside workers of 

Port Adelaide idle. The Broken HilJ miners ha.d been out for a nunber 

of weeks, so that there was a depression clouding South \ustra.lia. 

Already a coal shorta~e was bein.e: seriously felt, and because of 

shortness of fuel the street car service was curtailed. None was 

permitted to run after 7 .oo p.m. There were several men in \delaide 

collecting money and clothes to suppc,rt the miners and their families, 

and one of these had arranged for thing·s to be left with me as well as 

at the Trades Hall. It happened that I had asked Mrs. ·,•!ilson to call 

on Angus MacDonne11, a quandom Socia 1 ist sp~aker, who was now est'l.bl i.shed 

ina a bootmaking business. For several years Anga,s was my bootmaker. 

She ~ave him an order to make two pairs, one black and one tan. These 

he ma.de, and all unknown to me had nosted them to the A.'d.U. hall address. 

I called on An?.:as on the afternoon of my arrival in Melbourne, and was 

infonned that the boots were by then in ,\delaide. Prices had _gone up 

since he had made boots for me before, and the two pairs were to cost 

me five pound.s. I got him to stren!';then the heels of the oair I was 

wearing ar.d screw my skates on them as I was determined to en.ioy a good 

d~al of an old recreation whi ]e the winter l;.lsted. 

I wrote to SawtelJ, but Wi-lS keeplv dis;;in;·,ointed when he replied. 

!•'rank l.undi.~, '.-i ecretary of tJ1e A, ·; .n. hc,d n-fused to allow the Socialist 

Party tu occu\'Y the rl"IOm rl.fter I ld't. Mick Sa.wtell w;i_s; ar, ex-f.'•f.\'. man 

- so was I :for a matter of that, but Mick had the bad luck to have got 

into gaol, and. w-:ls tried ;:i,~1in •.vitl: ~l•:)r·,t ·, r-1ilh•r in 'lestr:dia. \1hen my 



- 116 -

fl:'lrcP-1 arrived he ]Pft it in a corner of his room, and on~ nf the 

Croken HiJJ de!ec;;:i_tes cn1led in. He clr=timc"d th~ ~"'reel sayin~~ it 1.fqs 

sent t11 me far rrol :en Hill, and ·--rithout openim: it, he packed it up 

wi t1-. -:it.her thinq-s and a~,ay it went to th(': Barrier. I wired Barnett, 

the Secr4:.'tan of the A.M.A. but received no r~ply. I then wired 

J;.1ck Cooe:ant a man whom I knew, and he set about searchin,g for what 

was mine. He '-',,as ju~.t in time. The Strike eo,nmi ttee were sorti_ng 

thin,e;s out, and when they came across the two fine pa.ir of boots 

they decided to raffle them. He recovered them and returned them to 

me, so I ttot my boots ~nd did not lose my five po1Jnds. 

The Waterside \forkers were on strike as well :-is the seamen. 

The black le~ bureau had been in ex:i stence since the strike of 1917, 

:1nd they \,rere d.etermined to get rid of it. The Seamen's strike was 

hold inf'" them ur and prolonr.-ill!!. their f i~ht.. It was a stern fi~ht, t-ut 

little suprorted by other unions. It lasted three months, and during 

that; time ten thousand riounds passed throur:,,:h the hc1.nds of the Strike 

Com1nittee. Two thousand was the amount that was subscribed by unions 

out of their funds, the other eLrht was collected from wherever it could 

be .P:ot. H'?.'n hun.'!. outside picture t.ht"'atre ctoor8 from eleven in the 

mornin;?: till closinr! time, and other <: vi sited ,,rods on p;-: y fridays w-lth 

boxe~,, ,C1 nd ther,". •.-1ere donations of food stuffs fr,:im syn;,atheti.c t-usi.ness 

peor)e. \ store ·.-,as open<?.d at the rr,;io n H,i.11, .-n ,d r,!ti.ons ·, ere 

di_strihL1ted, ;>_f; •-:~11. ;1.s fif"t.~1:-0 shi1) in~~s ~, \,,~el. tu (' V ;-: cy· marrie,l membel". 

The -::,t!,\n1en' s ~trike Pnf.ded ;:ind t!:e boa ts v;t>re ste;'.lmi_n;<r round the 

co.:-.st. :1'!:, i. n. •\. week :1.fte,· the t~n,hn•~ of the SP.' t1nen 1 ~'. strike thirty 
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thousand t,:m." of C.{)al arriv~d in 1
'
1e1b<)urq.:. l•tl shin's bottoms, hut 

there 1,.re,e no men to dischar<?:e it. The h1ri.ck1~<~:s ,,_•ere not cap.:.ible 

of working col 1 i•~rs. They had been tried in 1917, ri.nd sever,1.l 1rot 

ld.lled ri!!,i:in~ the gear, and many mor~ f!:Ot hurt. fherc ,,,as no coal 

in the city. ~1Vlt was to be Jone? The federal Government stepped in. 

My arch enemy, Billy Hu,1!.hes, Prime Minister, was away. Senator Milne 

was actin~ for him. He was sure he cc1uld persuade the w!ltersiders to 

turn to work am disch:\:r,e:e the coal. He attended a meetiniz. It was 

a crowded me-eting 1,rithout a doubt, ;i.nd .~.n orderly one - it is anL"lzing 

how rour.:h workinq men can con,iuct thr!1t1Sf~lves when the 1.1ccasion dem.a.nds 

it. The \ct.i nP" Frime Minister spo!(e fl>r an hour, and delivered himself 

of a volume of oo]itic?.l rhodomontade, ar..d concluded by ,'lsidn~ the men 

if the,T ,,,oitld ~.o to work and trust the Gove:·mient. He received as a 

reply a thunderinl' "NO" from that crowri of men who had listened so 

patiently. He Jeft, but asked the Corn:,ittee to m0.et h.Lin ;it Parliament 

House next morninri:, when he wouh\ dPli.v•~.r to them the decis\on of his 

cabinet. '1fe 1vere ordered to a meetin~ at 10.30 The G-ui.ld~ Hall was 

h lred, ;i_ s our r1.,om r,,roul,1 be too StM 11 for the e:;1ther.incr th;, t would 

assemble to decide whether the strike slioul.:l enr:i or be contLnued. iv'e 

were all there, and even the C}uild Hall was full to it!". utn1ost holdinP.: 

capacity. The "'om,1ittee men arrived, a little 1:-1te, but all :.,ere 

p.:lti.ent.. We won. J t !rnd been decid~d th~ t the hlackleg hureatl , . .,ould 1:-e 

abolished j_f t:1 1~ co,il seci:Lrn wou1,l ;i''r •~e t ·,) turn to/ at 1 .liO p.m. tlmt 

day and be.Y.In •hsch~r<!-i.n,:r t.he coal. ,fe cheered the victory and I was 

call~d for. T de'livered ,1 sliort a1idre'3s, ,1t1d ,-:e hurried ::t•.:ay to di.ne 
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,;.nd prepare for worl<. :r ,vho had l,,~en .:; n:li d o:r,g.ci ni zer 1 or the Ade] :=dde 

dunf".!¼t'ees w i.th my di,!!P'.er on my shoulder. .'e assembled at the Union 

Rooms and ma:rched to the wharves. In front of the b,_11~e.:\u we held a 

me~ting. 1{Nd a burinl service, and r~ssed on thr•Jugh the customs gates. 

Matty Forbes, for w·hom I w~s workinn: when l received the call to Adelaide, 

M.1_tty spottt?d me and cal led me. I was bool,ed, and s00.•1 die-/;inp_; amongst 

tl1e "black cli:imorxls". There wa~ a r•.m of worl, :for sever,l l wee], s wit:iout 

stop, and J kept ;:1.t it. Then it ha t,r,ened that the "Komurn" was expected 

on Monday m0rnin1?:, but severe weather delayed her/. 

"You can ~o home ,-in,l come out ;:it two o 1 clock"t said Matty, and 

homeward we started, but when •,e crossed the f err,- one of the Commont•,ealth 

liners, the "Carina" wc1s ln to the a~ency of one of the Interstate 

companies, with a carP:o of five thousand tons from S:rdney. I waited, and 

before all the crowds were en·::r.a(!'.ed m_v mime ,,1;-i,s called. '/e h;;i.d agreed 

that the ori.dm 1 blacklegs - those ~ho held enlisted between \.Uf-':USt and 

November should be reco.,~nizect ;'.lnd l!,ive,, preference. They were all turned 

to but a. few str=urglPrs, <l.ml ,..,e •,,.rer~ for nir.rht ,1rork. They were on1.y to 

•.,rork from ei!!ht. to five each d,r. whi.Je w~ ,.ere to '-:ork from si--c p.m. till 

seven a.m. '../e won1d mve bv fa.r- the ·:1ost mone): out of the job. 

I had en.ioy~d nine ,,.reel, s rest since I oni t \de! aide, but , . .,,1 s now 

consider. I w1~ a married Hnri, and ~0on to be: ,, fath,~r. 
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specul;~_te, flnd I wanted to bet that our child would be a birthday 

rresent to me - mine W"as near at hanJ. ,\ll arranl:!ements \\Tere made so 

that my hei_nr,- at work w')uld not interfere with the episode. Others 

i_n flats in the same house were ~ood to us a 1 thoug-h we were almost 

stranq:ers to them. Five long nil:!hts I . had worked, and was feel.in~ 

tired. I Cilme home on Saturday morning- finished with the 11Ca.rina". 

It was my birthday, and sure enough I was ri.ght. My wife had to be 

taken away, and before midnight I was the father of a dau~hter - a 

live birthday present and a rebel child. 

There was an advertisement caJ1ing for applications for a.n organi'ter 

for the Australian Socialist Party, in Sydney. I had lost weeks of wages 

by not acceptinQ'. the position of organizer for the W.I.I.U. and now I 

was back in industry I did not care to make app1ication for the precarious 

living. One of the Melbourne members of the A.S.P. approa.ched me, and 

ur,ed me to ap11ly. A weal,- moment with thouo:hts of ~oint?: to Sydney and 

speaking on the Domain, caused m~ to a r ply ., and ,,.rhi le my wife was still 

in the nursing home I received word to the effect that the Executive 

had unanimously appointed me. I was urged to hurry to the big capital., 

but would not leave till my family was settled again, and wired ::i. 

refusal. I hc1.,i not yet returned to s~e/\kine on the Yarra Bank. 
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CHAPTER IX 

I was ~,e;ain approached by the Secretary of the \I.I .I.U. and urged 

to take ;l_n organb:ing job. The One Uig; Union was in the boom, and if 

the ·W .I .I .V. position were not more forcibly placed before the workers 

there was a chance of its propaganda being sabot~ ged by a nwnber of 

adventurers whose only idea. of a One Bi•": Union was to shape it and use 

it as Cr,1ft Unions and the ?oli tica1 Labour Pr-1.rty were heing used. The 

Constitution of the Trades Hall outfit provided for a '}rand Council of 

t• .... elve to be pa id six hundred pounds a year each. fhat was anathema 

to thosP. of us who thoroui:rbly understolld what a Hevolutionary One Big 

Union me;mt. The i..ienera] Executive Boa.rd of the !J .I. T .U. w.td approached 

the TradE:s Hall outfit for an am.-1.l~amation, believing that they con]d dQ 

much to cl.issipnte ·.,Tonr: ideas, anJ{he1p th~ work of. tbe org;:inizf'.tion ;i.long, 
' 

but th~y- werf' informed that the O. e. lf. had drafted a Gonsti tution, whic h 

while hein,• utt.erly un]ike the laws of the Hedes ;'¼nd P1c--rsians, could not 

be altered until the fcllowini:, Hay - it was then Septemb~r. But the 

F.;xecutive Cormnittee would effect a compromise to the extent that their 

orraniz~r would agr~e not to compete ,,rith the ore;anbers of the \J.T.I.U. 

1.n<l wo•.11.d n(1t erw;:i. •~e in prop,i_i!rtmla ,.;here the la tte.r P,1rty' s orP-:r1ni zer was 
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have done bi"'. thingg already. Our members~:i n is substantbJ, ;ind ,.,e have 

handled a lot of money a.rid printe-l thousands of pa..,1ph1ets an.:i a i;,;ood many 

books. 0 ur paper h::i.s a wi.de circubtion and what ¼'e n:ed is organizers. 

Jim Scott and Fe] lo,¥ '.iorker Dodd h;we been ;ibout a good lot, and brought 

us rnany members. '!e have one hundred and fifty at {onthaggi, amon.e;st the 

coal mi.ners, ;rnd'more than th.1t number on Sur.tar Loaf, building Eildon \'eir. 

:,,re h;:i.ve ;i lot more members amon.g:st th<?. bus!l workers and saw mill hands in 

the ',v·arburton dj str:i ct, and neither of the men who hnve done so much for 

us are ~s canable i'\3 vou. 1!e h::w~ h'l •.l o:n· members cha1len'2;e the A.'.1~.u. . I J 

(Austral_ian :orl--ers 1j TJnion) and ori e of their :)r~ani~ers is going to 

Eildon :.<feir next week. Jim "Cott •vas to m?et hi,•1 in rlebate, but Jim 

cannot leave his joh to "r~t ;:p,_r,:r_•r. He could do it if we ·,,rere to ap;:,oi_nt 

him ::i •rmanently, but liLs throat hn.s fel.t the strain of hec1vy speaking 

and he has d ec i.ded to c;t;i:y ·,,i th l,is job. 1 here is a meetinr,: of the General 

r.:.x:ecutive ~)oci.rd tomorrow ni,<Iht. ::.:ome tQ it, i1nd we will. put the position 

plainly before you." 

I a~r,~e<l to attend. It ·:as Zl. fatal me~ tin"", for 1 •-m s r,ersu..1.ded to 

My wife .1nd baby daur:hter ,•,"f.!r~ onl· ho•ne and settJe:i when J was 

p.qc). inf" ~,p -r.o f!(' 1w:iy from them. I ,,n s not to he ,,,m.v f or 1orw, as I 



it. I 1-!'0:il i ?il(:~?.t many old mates on the ,.,,e.lr job' - and so I did. 

I dined ::1 t a hote 1 where I had dined many times iri 111y mini.nf" days, 

and there met one of t)11~ A.·!.U. organizers. He kn~wme not, nor did I 
J...-,,,.. 

know him for r1 matter of ~, hut 1-·no•,.rirnT that an A.W.U. organizer 
<t~J J . -: 

Wcl.S ~oin:O,: to the ·..reir, and Lno·,~i thc1.t 1'"{iclnrdson was a coloured man, I 

was sure of him. '"e ta1 ked about thinr.:s in ~en~ra1 as we ate our dinner, 

and he told me much thr1.t he ·ould ril.th8r not have told h:-id he known who I 

w;i.s. He informed me that he ,,,as on his way to tLe ,,,etr job to meet a man 

n.-i.med Scott in deb::ite, hut he han 1·,igger thin(Ts to think of in his spare 

time. He, 1.,ritrh t'1 e Secretary of his organization and several officials 

at the Trc!des Hall, w~re intc-rest,~cl in a t'Ln mining proposition on lilson 1 s 

Promont,Fy. ~t , .. ,as in the iriitia] st.Fr~~ of development, but preliminary 

organization, he \..rould be emrloyln::-: some of them, and if they ,~ave trouble 

on his mine ,,roul.J prove to th~ni th::l t 1-1orkers are J.cp~m\ent on masters. 

1 J.i.stened t: ith i 1;tense inter t:>ct, !:or .it v::is be.cause nf the re:1c:ons stnted 
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:.'.:.I.U. and l_odp:ect i.n :-1 n,,vvy ho;1rdit1"" house. It was alright. I had 

often put U'."' ,,.ri.th ,,,orse. 1~n.vvies ,_.,rerP- not miners. The latter demand 

nothina: but the best, the fonner rou"'h it pretty badly. 

I went from house to hut and met many of the memb~~rs, and talked with 

a goodly numb~r who were A.J.U. men, but sympathised ,,·ith the O.BlU. I 

s] ept in ,l sma l 1 room off a kitchen, but i-m.s not lone) v, althou_gh I 

thourl1t of mv family in our comfort,,.bl e fl:-it. I was where I hat lived and 

camped many and many -'l time - on the hn nl, of the bea.utiful Goulburn. I 

knew the river from 'lea to Alexandra, and from \lexandra to its very source 

in the mo•:nt."¼ins about 'it'oodsooint. Many and mnny a time I had prospected 

and washed my loams in the creek w~ters th,,t formed tbe head of tm t 

ex:ce1 lent riv·:.r. 

On i.:'rid.;\y I ',fE\1ked up the !Jeb.tite to visit a family who had received 

their education from my father, when he was a school teacher, at Howes Creek. 

Their rich )and was spon to he inundated, and the homestead that had been 

h:1ilt by their father fort'. years hefo:-e ,,:as to be pu] led do1m and removed, 

or left to be covered by F-e ·1;_1 te :·s t\>:,_t t; )i~ \J('ir w.i.s to throw back llnto an 

enormous laJ.:e. '.\t ni-,_;ht I wris taken to a hall. It was a school hy day, and 

.:i room fnr me ,•ttn<!s, c\;u--c•~s, or conc.--.rts ; 11: ni,,·~,t-. Lt ,_,,,::ls a sort of 

co.rnm•m;:il J: ;: 11_ for tlv:- ,\enbc~ns of -;111,,ir Lo ;1f, -,.;l:1Vie li,d)it.<1.tion would only 

l:1.;;t .1,s 1011•• " S tlie .-iob of cor1struc:tion. 

The nu1-::tinP-: held heen ·,vel] anno'•nced J.mongst the men durino: the day, 
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and the !nJ"l was crowded. Only once, I , . .,qs told, w-1.s it so crowded before, 

:,,.nd that w:,;_s when Miss Grant, an anti-conscription sperlker, visited the camp 

when Billy Hughes was endeavouring to fasten his conscription shackles on 

the manhood of the Commonwe:'llt.h. The job delegate of the A.W.U. was none 

other than a man whom I ha.d worked with in the Lyell mine8 in Tasmania seven 

y~ars before. He introduced me to Rich1rdson. ;Uchardson looked at me and 

said, "Haven't we met some,-mere bei,re?" 

'"'.y"e lfave", I answ·ered, "and thatas late as yesterday. We dined 

together in ,\lexandra." 

He looked a.stonished, for he remembered our conversation. "I have not 

come t.o Kildon 'veir to debate", he sai.d, "I am here on union busi.ness, and 

Jv¾ve to address these men as it is drawing near the end of the financial year. 

They nmst t;:i,lfe out thiir ticket as soon as possible after the first of October." 

He rose to speak and kept on talkin~ all kinds of rhodomontade about the 

history of the A.W.U., arid of the greatness of that organization - which I knew 

in 1994 , . ..,.hen its members burned woohheds and river steamers - and did not quit 

till nearly ten o'clock. I rose and spoke only for a few minutes, and assured 

the member-; of the 1:l.I.+ .u. that as I was not given the opportunity t_o prove 

the soundness of our form of organiz;J tion I wou] d speak on Sunday a.fternoon. 

"I will be '.'>tayinr, till after the week-en:i", said Richardson. "There is 

no reason why 1 shou I :t liea ve in ;l hurry now that I ;:rn, on the job. 11 

Probabl•r h~ ,-r"ts afraid th:it I woi1ld repe;it. \{lrtt h~ tc,1.J. ;n~ ::i.t dinn~r in 

sealed b\)Ok on th:>.t till it ~;;1ou)11 be m;ide pub] ic throu-.,.h ,,,th8r sources, w!dch 

it w,:is, not :n:-,:1,.· months afterwards~ 
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I rode ov~r to Mansfield on the S:,turday and visited old acquaintances, 

and o•, 'Sundi'ly mixed with the men and t" lked to th~m about the we3.kness of the 

\.'/.rJ., ~nd •1lnt bc1.d acts it wns p:uilty of. f{ichardson did not dare deny that 

when the 'Jaterside i)orkcrs -were shiftin':'!: black]el!s off the wharf, his organ­

ization had entered into an agreement to work with them on wheat st-3.c.ks, and 
. 

thus help t<l keep thern about the water front, nor did he dare to deny that on 

a cert;;i,in job at Hi1dura when men •.,rere on strike an organizer visited the job, 

and offered to issue tickets to bh.cklegs while the members of his own union 

were deprived of the opportunity of f!,ettint~ back onto their job. 

Sunday aft,~rnoo,1 came an-I I t(,ol< up my position near the ha 11 and close 

beside the two up rin!!. The ,f!at1~eri.m,. was lar!!.e, and arnon~st the listeners 

were a number '.!f w:omen folk - wives of the men who were constructing Victoria's 

p.:rec\test storru~e basin. Bei11rT a 1 om: winded spe;.ikP-r I continued till the tea 

he11'3 •vere :,bout to ring. 1ich:i.rdson waiten p,i_tiently. :\t last he interrupteii 

and reminded me that it was n:ro,vin!~ l~te, an.:l asked ,.ne if I would finish soon 

to give him time to have a say. I reminded him tlv1 t I had come to the weir to 

debate h:i.m or any other representative of the A.'•f.TJ. - that our fellow workers 

had arranged the debate for F'riday ni2.ht, and that he occupied the whole of 

the ~v~n ing, when the me ,"tin q- h;Hl been organized 'hy the 1,:. I. I. U. Committee. 

"This is my rneetinr", J s:i.id. The bells ,1t the boardin.o:: houses rane:. I 

finished soon .'l_ft,:>r, c1ncl left Flichard.so:1 to the fpt,' trees th.1.t had not yet 

been fel lP.d for 1.n :1.11di~11c·.?:. 
I 
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Bad in the i;i.ty I w1.~ i11.stalled G-ener,.ll. i)rgani.zer for the ':i.I.T .r.!. and 

..,ft:er al'I it ·.,_·.,.s a !"'Osit. :," ·, .. 1 t" fP.r->l l1,on· ... t1r;.,_rl .l·n. I was ·.ri.r0 d for '.lrr<>· d "' _ r- _ .., , -~ v .. . ·. " . ,.,.~ ... in, an 

i.n 'l f..-wtni,,:J-;t 1 s time I was h.'1ck ori :~ildon 11eir. This time I was to be in a 

roul!h .E!ame. 'UchR.rdsol") w;:is there also. lt •,m.s not debatinf': time, but fighting 

titre. ffo •,-.r.:i s there to see that every man on the job took out an A.',<f. U. 1919-

1920 ticket. l'hPre ,ns to be no room for th'~ ~.r.r:1.rJ. on th1.t job. The on]y 

One Bif! Union th<tt. the . .:...·.r.TJ. would surport or tolerate was their own E<xecutive 

ruled orgc1n.i.~::~.tion. Mec1.de took up r1 co11ection, and ~till the support for the 

e-
r -r ·: T f 

\:. _j ,. { .. c ... ~t in on 

the \. :.u. The a\., .U. b~::i1t the tr.:lns-lin~ from Port \u•_i:ustri to Kal~oorlie, 

,' ~1 • •_; . men, tr.ols 

infam1)1.1.s .1ctions. 
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as another ~s far ·q I ::im concernecL The A.·.~.u. , I know, and can deal lrith, 

but your ne1.,r m.Lli t,,,.nt o. B. U. mi.;::ht give me all kinds of trouble, and if t he 

A.,,; .o. organiz:er won•t ,Q;ive his men permission to work with the meiuberB of · 

another Union, I have no alterm:~tive." 

"I f you take o t yotr A.1~.U. tick. t you can a to work", Richardson 

said, "If you don't you all will be tr mped ." 

The \'.I.LU. men refused to be bo~sed as if they were little children, 

and ,,.-ou] rl not ta.ke. out the tic~et. They were, the ref ore ~~a eked". 

Richardson visited the hoarding house keepers and intim· ted them to 

turn the ·f .I. T .u. men ~mt~ Some of them 1,>1ere married men with their wives 

on t i .!, , th -er :: :, r in hut s c nd tents . Th- single men immediate l y b g n 

to 1-at ch , hr t th, was not th e en . . 

t em r· ·vt. 1 off th . jo P tJ re ly. 

· ch ~Ison s t himself the task of havin 

·;ent t D r linrrf or d - the picturesque 

soon t be inundated. Tom Allen kep t the s tore a s 

we 11 :is th:e hQtel. I knew Tom. He · was one of the falllily ½hat l ived , further 

t T~r , i. l • r111c hi fa:t e r was a ~ tness 

. d HT butch 0 r. L k...._ .. _, ' . on a c ... se i 1 court, and when a sked his ··occupati.on, ·sa , -J. am ..,, 1 v UL 

b c it smi t h, pub] · n . d s t rekee per - in fact I run every thin!!; a t 'f~n Hil • " 

'J' , · l en" , "'11 d 1ai11 an 1 r , n hundred s of he;d of cattle over the r ,- n es . . T<>UI, 

boutJ;.ht. tb~ Darling:ford hotel a-nd -store for the :"urpose, ,.if possi\)l~; _ of ~et.ting 
'l'V' 

-' the licenoe tr.a"-sferred to a pla.ee1 .bel0Y the weir ~ere ~e co d keep a b0urgeo·s 

hateJ f'oi- tourists in th<~ oays when tn~re ivould be an ~not"ITlous lake a:nd · t 'ful 

of tt10\1t for c1.nglers. He agreed with fUchc\. rJ 30n not to supply any membet ' o.v 

th~ ,~ .I._Ltr. with groceries, 1Jrec1.d or meat if he knew him .an thus beca.Jlle 

j~~1rt _<lf the C<.msp-ir,tcy. \)lc ·1 ha oi: casio:1 to l<e i n . th th A. ,,J. 0 • 

a shareh:.>lder in •nines in the ran~es, ;ind slnce the miners had~one into. t 1e 



,.,, 
T t 1,r:.1s no use my delayin~. Henbers considered that they could do a11 

. 
th;l t '•":1 s tu be ,-hn,~. -'"· ref• 1rnect to th:> d t/, and ,va,s plea scd •-rhen I le2-.rned 

when it, c;come to le:winc, they collected 11011~:r ·nyl helped the married folk 

did not dre;:un th1.t in ::i l_ittle more t)1;,n .1 y,~c1r' s time I should, like Caesar's 

ghost to 3riJtus, r1r_•et th:it organization n1: i-r.s PhiJlipi. 

1 was it born,e :1g;iin, 1s it ,,,~rt>, adJ.ressi.n.<T a•.tdiences on Yarra Bank. The 

"One !3i.<T, 1_!n:Ln1 Herqld" was still bejng printed in goodly quantities, and some 

fullow worker~~ in 'del,,f,'e •.'·~rn s,,nirJ ... it by the hundreds of copies iP- Botanic 

the ,. ,.'r. huiJ.ding. The 8.nc>rchi.stic eleme11t ,1,t" hole ;rnd corner meeting of 

which very littJe notice was given, met, and all unknown to the greater number 

of t~1e m~mbers t'.lrned the party :ind -;_ t.~ rraperty over to them~elves ~nd formed 

the rev0)1.1ti.on::try Darty for ., ntlJl1b~r· of years. I was for·l·ed to cea1ise tha.'t 



(",n wee1. days I •-rent to various ,_r:,rks ani factories ;,_~1d always attracted 

'sood au:li~nces and. received r'\ !'"ood hi?;,t'in.,r. P;:,r:-er sal:~s too were always very 

f:i-ir. )f,·:in •.•1er~ 1-..ookin<r for the trnth. I visi.ted the bi~ engineering shops 

8.t ;~~¼;:iort, and there found the men ra.t];er dull. They were in Government jobs 

and tl iouf!ht themse1. ves set ~nd right for ] i fe. Still I attracted a goodly 

number. One- ,hy ,_-,·hen I 1Vr1s there 1 met \enator Bc1.rnes, President of the A.W.U. 

He 1-r,1:,; friendly N10•.1gh, and asked me if I \.roul(i ~ive place to him, as it was 

neadn,g election day. I did not care to abandon my meetings for a fakir, but 

knew th;it tl:e irreater number of workers in the Ne•,rport shops as everywhere else 

still had ftre.,1t faith in the Labour F'~rty. I appe,1led to them, qnd they decided 

in favour of lettin,P.: Barnes speak. I next met Hick Considine, Federal Member 

for 8roken Hill, or the Barri~r, .1.s the electorate was named. Nick had heard 

thin~s said <1.t1d was compelled to face the men i.n Newt'lort. They had collected 

money to f jnance the <;trike, and were not s;:i tisfied with the manner in which 

it was distributed. Mick delivered a viP:orous address, but was heckled and 

when be w;_s throurh had to submit to a. wevere questioninf!'. It seemed that he 

explained all that was demanded of him, b1Jt there were amongst his audience 

in.en who would never accept an answer - nor understood. 

1..Je were h:indicapped in the selline: of paper~~ ,1nd literature on Yarra Bank. 

The faw said tlmt c1111.~ was not even to give out handbills, relip.:io~s or otherttise. 

We ft>lded dozens of copies of the paper, and kef them more or less concealed. 

When I held ur1 ,,. co:,y and recommended it, it w;i;:; .1 sir:n;;i.l and hrtlf a dozen 

fe1 low· workers ·,-1ould busy ti,1.miselves amongst tlw audience. 1,·./e never sold less 

th;:i_t t·,,•elvE> do-,.en cind once \,e sold seventeen dozen prl.pers. Another Sunday 

wheri we h,1d ,._ neF book off the press, l held up a copy, recotm1<.~nded it as a 

c,;re:i.t b<)ok on the orjr.:in and functLon[-, of the ?olitica1 St--1te, and told my 
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afternnon we sold t!;irty-six copies. The ]!lw was truly an ass. 

\'hen l •,ms invited by n coup]e of members to visit the Abbotsford 

brewery I \vent there. They nt(~t me outside at 1unchtime, took me in and I 

spoke. I refused to drink a glass of ale, for I did not desire anyone to 

think that '.{.I.I.U. prop.:1.!Y;andists were going where beer was cheap. I was 

approached by a s1top steward, and informed ·that I· was not to speak there again 

unless I was supplied ,,,rith a permit from Diel- Gill, secretary of the Liquor 

Trades Union. I •,rent ar.:c1in, by invitation from ::-i couple of members of the 

\P;ain the shop ste,,.,ard endeavoured to di%uarl.e me and aFY;a.in I defied 

him. ,\ week 1a ter he met me r1.nd inf onned me that I could not enter the dinner· 

room unless I first &1.w the t,e;.id br~wer, Hr. '1reheney. I went to !1reheney, and 

we hnd 'l ch.it. 

"I re serve the ril:!:h t to •:~ i.ve ~-:, Prmissh-m 11 , he ~ id. "This is a brewery, a 

yo'..l know, and the country is full of prohibitionists. I would lose my job if 

I \.rere to let some of th::it ilk in to t.11 k proldhion. ~vhat a put over if a 

prohibitionist person went ;1 hout boasti.n.~ tlrn t h~ had ~ot into a place like 

this. No, Hr. · .. :ilson, \ve keep that sort out. If ~ ours is politics and 

Industrialism, and the men invite you, sp0.'ll~ by all me;:ins, and have a ~lass of 

beer 1,r.ith -r:her.1 before you rro. ,\bbotsford ale is tlie best in Helbourne." 

"But wh:, t at.out Dick GH] ", I asked. 

"Dicf. GiH is lik€' ,111 the ot! ;~r union ciffjcials. rle likes to keep the 

member::: of his uni.on to one
1
A.de;i, ~ nd 1.roul l 1;10rt~1 l ly hc1 te anyone inculcating; 

different :. J~As. 

fall out 1-ri th ~rnr layers. They ar-e lik.--i tlie Labour Poli ti~Lws -- in the i;ame 

an ·• oth~r. ··t •r<,;-;tt.,.~r:::. not to me so~ on~ as they Jo their -rork <lnd do it well. 
( 
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with men. I don't wish you to infer that because we can pay good w;."'e:es that 

we a.re 1.mreas onctble and ruthless exploiters. On the contrary we are a 

desrised set, :ind for that obloquy that we have to bear ,_,re demand a little e.."<tra 

by way of compensation. L)on1 t come into this brewery damning drink, and Dick 

Gill will have. no sayin!!; either yea or 11c1yl1 

' . 
We could ~asily see that the labour Council's fonn of O.B.U. was destined 

to fail. Unions were called on to vote, and vote many of them did. Not .all,-
·, 

but a r.;rea.t many carried the vote in favour of sinking their craft identity 

and hecoming part and parcel or the much needed O.B.U. but they had not had the 

meanin,,;; of One Big Union and its revolutiomry purpose explained to them. We 

kept on, and the W.I.I.U. was succeeding. 1.-J'nile the Labour Council 01B.U. 

had a few pamphlets our organization was supplyinn; all the Marxian litera·ture, :. ' 

and explaining the purpose of the organization and its Socialist objective. 

I was invited to '.•lonthaggi, Victoria's new coal mining town. I was to 

spend a week end there. At Flinders St. 'St.~ tion I met my old frieno/a.nd 
,e. 

comrade Bessie Ahern, one•.·of Tom Mann's prot,t.pes. She was now married to 

Arthur ·,•/al.lace, who was for a year or two associated with the Victorian 

Socialist Party, and was for a term its Secretary. Arthur was a revolutionary 

apost:\t.e. He h,•d secretly ti.ken out membership in the l.nbour Party, and was 

ready, by t wo years membership to seek the joh of a 11 car::,~tbagger" (a political 

career). He s·:mght nom ination., ~s nominated and select~d tooontest Albert Park, 

when Geor1,e :nmslie died. It was a seat th"lt I rrtie:ht. ea~ily h2.ve been selected 

doin<"',. ,\fter 't s:1ort ch:s t on the platform I said, "I will have a chat ,,ith 

you on tbe way (lo,m. " 

n1 rna:v not sec }' Ot1", she c1ns•-1ered, 111 ;im ridi.n '! first-class." 
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became me:iib,~,s of :l bourgeois p(J.rty they ,emmed:i.:1tely bec.,1,ne snobbish. 

It w·1s pay week at tl·;e CO;:ll field :u1d no work. There WctS a proJLgious 

quantity of potential hwnan energy about the str~et. Some merely met and 

ta]ked, others pL1.yed billiards and cards, while more sat in hotel bars and 

drank to the glory of Bacchus. I spent the afternoon with a CQuple of fellow 

workers as if I ·~ere but a visitor to the town. 
. 
In the late afternoon we were 

in th~ township after a walk away out in the country. \t one hote1 there was 

a row almost equal to c1. riot. ,\ number, fa.ir.ly full of Abbotsford a.le, 

enr_i:1.P;ed in singin~ the '{ed Flag. The reclctionaries , . .,rould have none of it and 

a fi-i;ht ensued. It wils ;i mob fig;ht, and fr 1)m f id1ting inside the bar, where 

room \vclS sca!1ty, they rushed outsicle. ':ievera1 had cuts and bruises :tnd black 

eyes and sprnined wrists. It was A _!Yreat fi"ht, they said, but the '.i.I.I.U. 

men held their mm. It 1 . .rac:; a scrap for the C:iuse. 

I met the Fe-llow .forkers and addressed them at night, for to me it was 

necess;i.ry th":1 t they understand the real socialist objective.. A One Big Union 

tint merely sou~ht membership and dir:1 not educate its rnembers would not stay 

in exi$tP-nce t~mch lono:er than it took to enrol thE> members. Many asked 

questions and I wns satisfied tk.1t the 17e~ter number of them understood the 

difference bet,,reen their own organization and the Labour Council outfit with 

its inc i.pient ;:-:rand Counc i 1 of twelve recei vinf: six hundred r.l y0~r each. 

I rose ecl_r1y on Su.nda\ mornin:~, 7.s I almost ;1},.,rays did, ;ind coming 

downstairs I was welcomed by cl .(J')owlng coal fire· in the sitting room. It was 

came down. [fo w:~ c_; re li.evLF~ ;,i_ bank rn.:;:i.na.1:,er .d10 w:is on holidays. 



- 133 -

prod.i3r.a 1 with it. 11 

"I should have thour,ht the opposite", he answered, "The miners get 

as hip:h as seventeen .shin ings a day, and in some cases even more than that. 

I should think that CO<ll mined at such a cost for labour would be more on the 

dear side than anythinp.: else." 

It was my chance. I ,~s meetini; a man of the financial world, but one 

"fflom I was sure was not familbr with even the first principles of banking. 

I was sure that he understood his business as a manager - all the routine and 

ru]es of his bank ?.S f;:i_r as dea1in,.,. ,.cith his clients were concerned. But had 

he ~ver g-ot down to the e-ene~is of b:u1kin,CT, nn<l the co,nrnodity sc1tus of labour. 

Had h?. le<trned how p;old •-vas first introduced as a measure of value because it 

was ,1. 1mivers?..l eqLJiva 1 ent? Had he ever read in that epoch marking book, 

"Tite Cr:i.tiqu~ of Poli tic~] 1~conomy", by I th.-1. t Gerrn.-".n sheeny, Karl Harx: 1 , which 

appeared in the same ye3r ,1.s Darwin's "Ori~in of Species" and which was 

destined to last as lon~ and defy its critics just as logically, where he 

stated: 

"Gold becmne3 a meil sure of v · l ue, bec;iuse a.J l commodities measure their 
exchanr;e V,-llue in ~old, in proportion as a "c';rtain quantity of gold and a 
certain CJUantity of th~ commolity contain the s.:lme amount of laboµr ,time; and 
it is only by v:Lrtw~ of th:is functi.on of hein<T a measure of value, in wbich 
cap;icity i t.s o,-m v.01lue is that gold bec0i,1es a universal or equivalent of money." 
Or "Drice is the for;:, into vhich the ex_chan.rr.e value of comrnodities is converted 
when it app,--::1.rs witltin th" !;ph':~re of circubtion." 
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Argued in the friend] lest of fa sh inn. He ,-ms not ::i rroo:n llt bec '.tuse h"" was a 

b=rnh~r c.1.nd in disr,ute ',.Jith .:i. proletarian. He accer.1ted me tacitly :1.s a man 

and an eQual. I went on from the lnbour theory of value to e,cpla.ining what:! 

understood hy surplus va )u~, "lnd how it •,•as the difference between what the 

worker produc~d and 1rh,1t he f:!;Ot ,~•hen he received his war;es. 'de 1,rere alone and 

in ~n i ntP,re~1ti.11::,; cori.troversy when i1 rn,1 id ,1.nti.) 1mced breakfast. ',.Je breakfasted 

better tl1c1n i.f. •:~ h:~.\ drun'-. ~ g]ass of 1,rhi.sky torreth;~r, but \ve could not continue. 
. ,; ..... ~'· 

others i-,ere r1rrivinp.; ;it tlte tahle. ·.fo~n bre~kf:i st ,,:as over other men took the · 

stranger fo:r ,1 wall- ,1n.,1Jnc1 the environs of .ont}1;:ir/!i. I rested and read till 

fine, and •nost ,riirn~rg in ·:onthar:.e:i own horses -1nrl vehicles. Takinr; rtdvantage 

~f c;uch ;:;r ,,1ft.er11..:,on many of t11eni drove to 1nver1och :ind other beache.:;. The 

crowf in the theatre ,,;;Js smalJ, but interestin,~. TlJcre were some "!ho thought 

not an<l underi;tood little beyond even thei.r cr;ift nnion. TheY averred t':la1/the 

miners were in ke:r ind11:::try, and di.d not need to Jink up ,,,rlth workers in any 

blacklerr;s, as none hut skilled mi.ners conld cr'trry on the :indu~try, and miners 

as a wh::>le wen~ too rni1itctnt to scat< o•t one c1noth 1:'r. Th.:i.t g;ave me a .cue t0 

l • exri . ;i :i.n 

.,, , 1 '1 "'•' • I • 4.\..: 

-e. 
-,, .. ]. :i--~ oF ,.,,,, ,,· .. - c-::.i.i:ne, 
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same to a Britisl.1 C'J.r,.Ltalist as that of a bbourer who co1.lld tr-dee his 

·English .::i.ncestry hack to the days of 'v'illiam. the Conque:ror, provi9ed he c n 

do c1.s much and y:i,;eld up as much su.rp1us value." 

The ,udience va s not l :i r ge by any me,. ns . ·.'e scarcely o ct d enou h 

money to pay the rent of the· theatre, but to me it w«s an inte-resting meeti nl! . • 

1e · id ot c ~.,, ' tl l. r · ~h t on t e?.. · t ime . 

0m· s~c1· et<-1, y or giUri.z ed ;:i m · t; nf!, i.n ,t . . t1·ce t in front of the theatre 

vhcre I Cl> 1J ;-v r ess ,t 1.·n · ,c nucl i .nee as they co). c ted before entering to 

. -Jtee the picture show. l'h~ crowd was big, \-1omen as well as men g t -•re ear y 

so that ·th e.~ mi-i:,·t henr s\ U . J • . ,i l ~on , w' o l .::t.d poken to so m, n.T tho ;mds 

of 1 1~ i n .Jiff r nt S t.-1. t ~! . • 

· 1h n th_ 111 ,, ·, tin.. t r,,.; v1~r , I r t~turne·-l to the hot 1 ·tfter 

of I, f e l 11:' ,' wu h '!r _. •\romd a r oaring f l e of .'p hag,'i 

c1 ; l ~ '1~tl i tl . 

"I h · ... r y 1u sp a l i n!r 

t, ) 11j_ 2 hi 1110rn'i n r; tha t .:o J 1 r rr. ;) man .,IC Vt,! t :1e or jn;-i_ Y, 

r ~?. )")1.1 wer, ,\t'\ ec no:nist 'th s1.1ch Ell un , ersta 1d i.n, • Truly 

mus t lvwe been a reat man. I a.greed w ·_tb a lot of t he thi ngs 

wn k .' t i some 

01 t he 

ut d id not 

your Marx 

you sa i , 

wh ' ~ c . n essh1.z t hn t th r ,,re r ·: 'l ! \ I ! ' tl..1-t ' t ~ /I . 1,l !.1e in1pos sih e 0 ,r 

L)l' 

less cormorant institutions. I have !:ad to perform disa,o;reeable dut.ies in 

·my tJJ"e, fcq•~c"!osi.n,": nt1 c'lients 1:1,:~t cou}J not Veep up thelr pa}'T!l.~nts of 

WI"0'1C,: :it1 rainl~ L)t' tLe COil!pc:ny's ,"tCti.ons. Lt ,,:as 'tll a :natttlr of busin1?ss, and 

a:fter an wh:it is a b'-lsiness;:101:1 but ,)ne who is out for what he car. 111ij.ke, and 

a businessmitr. 5 o:;, ::i.s ym,. quoted fro·p your n,:,rx, one '.vho is bound by no other 
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>~ I he;:•_rd )'OU ~~y - and yon snLd a lot in nn hour - more than ~ 

persr.,n c~)ul,J. preacb in twenty sermons - thPre ~.re alrc:1dy three forms of One 

Bir!. Union in r~xi"-3tence. There is the r. ·-'.',\ witli it~ negative non·or ultra-

poJitical pro~r:\t me , tl1e ',r.I.I.U. as you c:11] yours, and the Labour Coun il 

v.n. U. wi. th its so ca·1 led Sx.ecutbre top h(~,~v: r.-011tro 1. Jn addition I might 

add that .,..he i\.J.U. dairns thi1t it L:}_s a c•:rn~titntion broad enou~h for all the~ · 

workers of \llstralia to ,rro j nto. :i 1_n:-e]y th-~re is more confusion than is' to be 

found .1n1onr,:st a hundred jarrin~': re 1irious sects. ,here is unity to be developed 

out of s~tc c '.l 'fo,,•er of !label? I feel inter:·'ted in ,,ou, but, fear that you have· 

a hard row to 1,oe. " 

11 '.~volutjon n 1~vm~ rn;Jkes?. mistake", I ans1,rered. '".fo have ~hundred competing 

and jarring natjonalitiP,S on the earth, and the)r a:::-e all the procluct of the 

grerit evolutionary process. 1\lations ::i. re i 1:1 d.is:1,'.!,reement b1.lt •.10:rse than that, 

nnture h ,1s pradnced men of different colours, and the colour bar is serious to 

contemplnte, hut with sue}, men as Dar,-rin, Marx and Lewis Henfry Morgan to · 

qui de our th'Lnkin.o:: and understand in.r.:, I fee J fully ~ ssured th,1 t before many 

centuries the whole hwn.an r,,ce will luive associ ~•ted and nnited. \.'hen I was 

in ~forth ·\m,>.~ica I found alJ the old time miners on Cnriboo, Cassair, and 

Otnmineca m;1rried to Indian women and rearinq haJf breed children. Some had 

yowv1;er :"'ern,r.7t i()n of •.rhi tes who c.~urte l ·1 t er. In a f~1w centuries the whole 

lr1dian po;1uhtion will ;pv~ djed out, l,t,t tl!ere vill remain their blood 
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Chinese vntside their own country, and scattered and interlll.?.rried "1"ith 

1.,rldtes. Once there 1,rere ;1 riillion negro s1;,ves i.mrorted into Portugal. 

They were never repatriated, and there are no negroes in Portur!r-i1 today. The 

un-i ty of the Inman r~ce is inevitable, and just as inevitable as a preliminary 

is the unity of the wcrkin.s-' class. They wiJ] p<'!ss through many purgatories 

. 
before getti.ne: to understn.nd whnt is the correct fonn of organization. The 

correct f orrn ,,,d l] onl:' came out of c] ear inductive reasoning, ant'the avera_~:e, 

mind is not trained to inductive rensoninr,; yet. Metaphysical reasoning is the 

m~thod of the untrained mind. Marx, Oe leon and Lenin point the way, but not 

every pror1i::-;;-w~1lst even h;-is S'f '.•; tematised his studies o.n a truly materialist 

basis. ~for;!:,m, Marx, Je Leon, L~nin and 1:1ietzgen Iaid the foundation of 

mater.i.nlist 11ndersta.nding, and never can it be disputed till man has fini..shed 

his term on this plane-t/and the earth ~one back to nebulous f orm.ation, I ain 

hot worried over a]l the confusions that are introduced by clodpates. Marx 

is undisputed rlnd he i~ my intellectua.l master." 

, The evening passed al 1 to quickly an1 before 1.,re kn1.:-w i. t the hour of 

midn:~ght was at hrl.nd. '-,;-e drank a 1~1ass of hot sweetened gin, and retired. 
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few rebels, ~nd ,fosil'ed t.h:,t I sho11ld addres<5 them as th~re was c0nfu<;iGn in 

the irict! 1stri~ l c;irnl). Tlip ..\ •. /.LT. organ:i zer~ bl'.sie,J themse] ves in an endeavour 

to undern1;_ne i\11 forr,s of One Big Union, except their owi,, 1.-rith it" tyrannical 

form of !~xec,ltive rul,z. 

I left on a Hond.r1y morning and spent ne-"lrly a week in Adam lindsny Gordon's 

town. I ,.,'D.S rc~red across th?- border from Mount Gambier, and only missed 

visj tini:r t.La t place on several occasions wh~n I w:~ s a hoy. At last I was 

see in,'! th1 t hi8tor:i C4 l p] ace. 

As soon as it ,..;,s kn01. ... rt1 at the Tr?iec:; ll?.J.1 that I ha,:l gonP. there, union 

or~an:i?:ers of every sort and craft rus11ed to ~-to:J.nt fii'!mbier, in an endea1rour 

to s?.ve their cr:1fts, ,rnct pr~vent their members from becomLn.('.' members of the 

Bil! Uni on. Younri: Cyril Hn ss·i e, an 1 nrliu;tri;-1 l Union tyro, had been elected 

org~nizer for the ¼hour Conncil's O.B.U. I1e, as M:trx once said, allowed his 

enth1siasr.i to outweigh his economic knowled~e. He adopted a sort of cussed 

opposition to the A,'.1nJ. while his own or.e:ani~a.tion wc1s nctbint more than a 

.?;lorifi~,J :~.":J.U. at best. Between blm and me the craft union officials were 

on the \-i(1rns of a dilemma, but I understood, thouJh .Hassie did not, that the 

o.T!.u. Ci."Uld only take form when the craft idea and the wages idea became 

dissip,.,t,~d i 11 t 1rn r·1inrls of the w-orkers. TheJ r crvft unions should h.nve to 

become ohsl11ete. Like t!1e :::a·-,italist sy::.:tem thr:y should have to outlive 

their usefulness. The main work vas educational. 

was like l1vinfY t::row'> tli?. ~tru'!o.:le. l :ik~ thc3 >1a.ri..tirne strike of lS901 the 

Broken '.:i '] :0 tril,e ·'-',7.S :ir. P•~uchr11.1rl-:i.nr'. ;:-1ff,-...i,~. I re<.1.d every detail, ;-.nd the 
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-1scendl3d t·,) lionour. 1 ,,,oq,]ere•.i in my revoh1tion;1ry ,mcterstandin,r wl1ich 

;:,h.ce of confinement supplied the •.,rorst st:i.'.'Tlln. 

I ha.ti done good worl,. Jn te11 ~,eet:s I h;id org::ini-zed c1 loc<:11 of the 

'.-/.1.I.U. in Adelaide, sold more than thirty ;:-ounds ,.rorth of literature and 

papers, ~.'1d col l~cted enou.'!!, money to nay my board~ rny fa res, and hand over 

to the Gener;-il '·:xec::utive Bo 01rct twenty-two po,mds ,,urt!1 of literature, besides 

Honey ,..,.;,is not as plentiful ;is • . .r;-is nece~sc1ry, i'.\nd I ,.,-as notified that for 

a time T ~bou1d h~ve to r:o l,,1d, into industry. I wis h8ppjest ,_,•hen in industry, 

for ther-e I fe 1 t l was not taking what was hein~ p~id in out of the hard earned 

cash of the ·.,,ork'?.rs, hit still, the ,,,or\.; wa::; so conP:en:i.11 i'.nd result~ were so 

S!).tisfactor' tk1t I was sort of spoiJt. It ·.,0uld be easy to dr:n-.r me off again 

when • wns needed, even if the ,mrk did not yielcl. me as much as the w-1,'_';es of 

industry. 

T r1?-turned, lr:'\vin_fl'" left ct loc2.1 '. ,,ith ,~ membership of n~;1.rkt one hundred 

members. It ·.,,-,s r1 0 troub·te to r.:o into :in.Jnstrv, ;in-fr, felt sure th.'t I should 

st1.y ther!~, but man \1ropo~ed and other forces do the dis;1osin~. I W;tS only work­

ing six 1-,eeks ,,,1 :en the f.i.nr1nces of the 'l.I.1.U. improved A.ml I was urged to 
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\'hen t:)1e ·.~1mference ~1pened ', ✓ j Ison ordered our Jele_g,ites out of the 

ro ,,1,n 1mtl 1 such ti.mes RB the conference decided 1-,h~ther •re should be 

admitted or not. 

"This", lie said, "is a conference c,f de1eg:;ites elected to represent 

unions thilt have voted in favour of joinin~ the O.R.U." 
. 

'..ie reminded him of his prorn.ise rtnd ho•.,' ,,:e had acted sympatheticaJ ly 

tow::i.rds the Labour Council Outfit. hut beinc:i: possessed of nothinr more than 

craft union minds, we saw nothin,I! but disf:l.ster for thP, much boosted O .B. U. 

We left ~s ordered, and. sa.t on a se;it :in tbe rassage close beside the conference 

roon1. ''lils,rn cal led for :1, notion to refuse the delegates of the 1
-,' .I .I .u. 

ad'Tiission, ;,_nd no less a. rerson than Jack i;arden moved the resolution. There 

was a debate. Some considered thn t i\S we wer,2- unionists, and some of us 

members of nnions that had voted in fo.vour of the O.B.U. , our delegates 

oui:,:ht to be admitted; b·1t \filson WHS c.tdarn<'!nt. T11e resolution was carried, 

only Ted .Tones of the •.fh.irf Labourers Union voti.n~ 11against 11 and for our 

adrni.tt"nce. Jack G;)rden ..:ime out t,, convev to 11s the decisions of Conference, 

and said 111 c,rn I t he l ~ it, hoys, I did my best for you." 

"You a.re ;:i 1hr, Jock", I answered 1,rrathfu1 1 y. "',ve heard everythin.g that 

v/3.S said, ;,md 1-ou moved aga·inst us." Joel, 1aufhed c1.rnl returned to the 

Oon:ference room. Som. D::iwson turned to me and s,:U, ''that settles it. We 

l • • e rl t. i • ' ! S l , ~ t .LC 
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an hour, l-11_1t ,,re d L: !1•:)t join in the chc e.rinP:. · 'i thout Capitalism, .)npires 

,vould be ,.; i_t ho1..tt tin,<T_s, Cz:irs and r aisers. \, e ]on~ed for the day when the 

co1mon people \.JOuld co,n;-,,,nd respect ;1nd not the .:i.ri stocratic exp Joi ters. 

;,s we waited I recited lin;~s th2.41lwa?s i 1npressed me. They were from 

Adl1.ison 1 c:; (}Jto., ~vhere Syphax the Numidian ren~rc1 l a1dressed Juba the young 

Prince: "Th~ boasted ancestors of these c.::r1?:~t men 
'/hose virtues you admire, were a ll such ruffians. 
This d r 1?ad of no.tions, this ctlm:i.ghty :~ome, 
1'ha. t con prehends in her wide empire's bounds 
-'.ll under !1e::tven, \,ra~ fo :mded on a r .1.pe. 
'lour ~ci;:, :Los, (!;:,es;irs, Pompeys, a.nrl your Gatos 
(These Gods on earth) are a.l.l the s:,urious brood 
Of violated maids, of ravished Sabi.n ·~s." 

.,',2 c1.re <1.ll of a. pretty common orir,in. It is onh- property interests that 

ri.serm.n above man and create him an ~•.ristocr;:1.t. :3Llt how mer. do clin.~ to their 

position of ;)01-1er i\nd possession. I ,,,as promler ,:,f myself as a commoner than 

T wn11l,l }1 :•ve been, y10ssessed of my ori.nions, c1.nd born to be a prince or king. 

rnation devoutly to be \,0-i.s;hed", sa.i,1 Slial,espeare, and I seconded Him in the 

rem.1.rt. Soon I wo\;ld be 1:1eetlno: Joel; Garden on Ids own dun_ohi.11. 
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s0litary supporter :rnd lielpmate. ·,_~e borro"r~d :1 c'.Jair and I stood on it, 

Union Jfora1.d. The 1iter,,ture was spread out in front of my improvised 

platform. My wife 1Jc1_.r;; ther~, but sh~ lvd our b2.by ffirl to l 0-1ok after, so I 

had to ,,,ait tilJ I 1..-:)~: thr,)u_1~h to s~~ll to those :,rho rem,1.i.ned to buy, Pike 

returned h:,vin::,: s,'.)ld more than t,,!eJ ve do~en pipers, ,.Jhich I considered quite 

good for ,.._ fir.st effort. T disposed of ,11ore t.h :i ►1 ,t pound' s ·,.,rorth before I 

packc.i up. '•ft~r th~ 11.1~et in'"' I met j:!.c:l, O' :3rien. Jack cnme to '.ustralia 

s::x:1.rrin.(:: )),:.rtner to Tornp1y nurns, but remai.n~d tn i.1ake bis h()me in Australip.. 

afterw1rds beiup; ~!'-)rtJoted to instructor on the ice floor in. the skating 

after a spell of id1e!'le:5s, w::,s to be o~;ened once more. Jack 2.nd :3no'.-'Y 

tn 111~ in1media te ly I fin Lshed my 

speech, c1.nd r,aid me for s:___-.; rn•,)nths ::.thes.d. "I w:l)l ~ell books for you", he 

said, ancI he did. Pike too1( the p::.pe1~s on t!i,:'. second Sunday -?.nd went ahout 

·· . .-r~;:. , -~ .. ,·.1·:.··~ 

...... ,.. ,,t-

. : .... ~ ·.,. 

l. ,'4... 

.• '_: ~ ~:., ~..r~-r!:! 



- 144 -

since 

coning tu .·\ 11'Str" lLi. :-'rom our evenin11: rit i"~eardon' s T ~.;;:~s nore sa.tisfiecl that 

not w1"ert2.ken t,J•fi]l the position of organi7,er to that party. 

I was i-tJ one AS L,.r ;_::__s spe~kinl". at 01n· m"'!•~t:i.n·•· •.•ras C(,ncerned but the 

i\. S. 7-. had "'r~,rera l speakers, :J.J 1 of the'n mediocre, except Rea rrlon and Mrs. 

\1eardon. 

\.!~uld not he"r him, Mrs. '~ eardon chatted with him, and as S\)On tts the woman 

appe~red OP the p1atfom a crowd WO\!ld gather round. It is wonderful t<> the 

crowd to f i nJ :-l w-omrin a rebel speaJu~r. 'hen the ne:-;:t spea ]:er mounted the 

rostrum ;mJ the ~rowel depc"rte,J ag:=lin, sh,'! wouJd rel ir_.ve hi:!1. Rec1rdon Willi 

miJni;!ht h.--at, h,-1.d Lre-ikf,,st in the coaJ ,nillers' to•,"1, nnd spent the day 

looJdn!!, over the city. Hy first nlr:ht was in :oolf :3treet. I expected that 

it (-rould be ,rn .injtfal ni,,rht only, ,\ :1d that I should lnve to l•ecome '}mown as 

di snppo-l.ntment. Sc~rce ly w:i.s I n t the m~l"ting plctCP, ,.,h.-~n a man approached me 
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have 2 fc-iF hooks or pr1mph].=-ts about one, so th2.t when one comes in contact with 

:=i. man w~1rth wh.i le one c;.in recommend something to rer1.d and su~ply it too." 

There · .. •e-re many interjections, and :i goodly number of question.:; clt the 

end of my speech. A brg;e crowd stayed and ke~t me late. It was a success­

ful meetin,"'. Mc:Jonald sold one pounds twelve worth of papers and lite.rature 

and we collected Iive shillings, rather a ,e;dod return for a street meeting. 

In my boom day s in \delaide, after the excitement of the anti-conscription 

fight, when people were enthusiastic, we only sold from five to fifteen . 

shillirn~s worth of literature at the sr:reet meetin,"".s, and our collections ra.rezy 
ie.., 

exceeded five shi1 l inr!: S. I "RS delighted with Newcast~. Although the meeting 

was a late one I h,3.d amp)e time to catch the midni ~ht b~'1.t and was home for 

breakfast. My wife beg,3.11 to thi,nk me a sort of peripatetic propagandist. But 

propagandist I was. 

My second tri!~ to Kewcastle was even better than the first. The people 

knew of my coming, and the audience was large. :McDonald was with me again, 

and sold two pounds nine and sixpence worth of literature and papers, and the 

collection netted seven shillings. Truly it was a first-rate street meeting. 

•-·-I went to hear Arthur Thomas lecturing one Sunday evening in the A .S .P. 
U, 

hall. His subject was the "o.o:,." He ma.de out a. p.:ood case for Ind~strial 

Unionism, but failed when he set about d,,scribin.f" w'h.,.t would have to be the 

tactics of thRt powerful or,'!,ani'Zation, which was yet in embryo. There was no 

opportunity ~i.ven me to quest ion or criticize the lecturer. The chainnan saw 

t,o it that on ·lv the he:l v)' -~uns of th.., \.S .:; . wer,' turneJ on the lecturer. He 

s ,1w no 0111~ hut tlie members of his mm fraternity. I 1v.1ited, and when there 

wa~ .::i lull ,1 t the end I rose and challenged him t,,:i 'l debate. I was determined 

tI1at the J .J .I .U. whose thunde./the O.B.U. had sto12n, wa s not r,oinr; to be 

shoved into tL~~ lncJ:ground. ':.rtl iur expressed ,-i w:i1 linrmess, but excused himself 
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unt: l hP. c~rnsu1 ted his !)cecutive. I was determined to force the issue, ·md on 

Monday called on Joclc Garden who was the Secretclry. Joel : greeted me with 

hostility, and i1anted to kno~,· why I was in Sydney antagonizin~ his 0.8.U. I 

reminrled him that widesired to have unity, but that at the conference of the 

organization thc1t he was Secretary for they refused point blank to have any 

truck with the 'f.T.I.U. He calmed after a while and agreed that Thomas could 

debate rn.e. TI,e A.S.P. claimed that it was owing: to Thomas lecturin,e: Wlder 

their ,rnspices thr.1.t the debr1te had been arran~ed and undertook to entrepreneur 

it. \ '~ were comr>elled to capltul.-\.te to them, as i.t lud ~lready b~en advertized 

a.t tr1e Domain an.i other meetings. 

I f?'.-,thered from my opponent that he '""-~ not di•,tantly divorced from the 

A. ;,r .U. and the !.,;,,hour Party. Nor was I far wronn: c1.s time c1.ft(1rwards proved. 

Tom •;:ilson, wl10 ,~s 'Provisional President, ,qnd who pretended to he in earnest 

about thP- fonr1c1tion of the One Bi.er Qnion, whose constitution stated in no 

uncertain l;!l'l.!!Uage that "experience had proved that present day political and 

industri~1 methods were hopelessly out of date" had continued hots membership 

in the Out-of-date IAbour P;i.rt.y, and stood for pa.rlianment to support an out-of­

date'labour policy. I was afraid that Arthur JMtes would end up the same way, 

yet hoped thf\t he woHJd not l:.ecomc a shy8ter. Tim.e a) one convinced me. 

',Je ifere a .greed on ma.ny points, but. differed w:idely on tactics. T 

.', 
hammered hard 'l ,c:-;<1inst th~ Gr·rnd Gonnci l idea ~.nd otherwi,e found food rer1.!'ion 

for criticisin~ the O.H.U. constitution, ~t the s~me time emph~sising the 

branch~s in States or di3trict.~. \Je fjnisheJ quite frienJly, hut; it happened 
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A.S. Reardon w0s about to contest nn election the A.S.P. was denying 

Industri.il Fnionisrn ap;ai11. -;uch a statement angered th~=: leadin.~T lights in 

the A.'.:;,p. and in the next issue of their paper I ,,,as being; castigated. I 

was summoned to attend a me~~tin~ and he expelled, al thoul!;h I was not 

constitutionally a member of that organization, but it suited their executive 

to publish in their paper thnt they had P.;ot'· rid i:ff me. My brother was right; 

j~;1 lousy WHS stirred up, and my opponents were showin~ their teeth. 

Thoma.s and I were challenged to a team debate, for the A.s.P. detenn.ined 

to extP-rminate both of us. Thomas was not so certain about attackina; them. I 

went to th('> Labour Council office, .qnd taTh:~d with Garden and his organiser. 

Jock w1s more friendly when he learned that T was willing to stand on a platfol'lt 

with .'\rthur Thoma_s and help defend the princi,les of Industrial Unionism. 

I went to the deba.te fully armed. I en,?;ae:ed a man from S-tott f. .. Hoare' s 

to report the debate in full. Grodney was at the hall early with note book ancl 

pencil. 

"tfo need fo!" you to make notes tonight", I said. "You had it your own 

way when Tl1mna~ :1.nd I debated, but I have a professional shorthand man to 

rep~rt the debate in full t:o~ht." 

He strait~htway coJlected hit; r;:,'<ecutive and after a short meeting Reardon 

approa.ched me and offert!d to pay half the cost cf reportinq- if I would supply 

them with a c.:>~1y. \s it meant two guineas, I riti:.!'eed. 

1ie rot throuo:h the deh,1te. Arthur Thom~s di,i better with me than 

;,, letr:nr Lnforr11 incr nu~ that ~-r. Little w2..s l,:,,,.vi,w f1:1, ',;{~··castle ~nd th:1t: the 

re~iort was rec1d:,: ::tnd in thf' hands Qf a certl i..n 1.icl'y i:, ~:he offiGe, and she 1,.rould 

deliver i.t t0 n;::,, ,md rr_(·i C'rll.)'. I c:t11ed -Ln, receivP 1.l th~ :i:-~port,crnd ;nid the 
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fee. Inlifled hte 1y I posted a co;:iy to the GP,nPr.<iJ (,f'cret:1ry, for puhUc.=i.tion 

in the ,~ne ~~icr fJni.on H""!r:-1ld. It w'.1.s ;:,_n,10•.rnced in the current issue that the 

re·)ort of the l~bat,~ was i.n the editor 1 f.:: har!ls and tlwt it would be1rinted 

throw:"h the paper in insta1lments. 

RP.ardon and his &xecutive were far from pleased with the report. Yet 

there were no re~ sons °'"hy the stenographer should show prejudice. He had gone 

to Newcastle to take charge of the Branch of their Correspondence school there 

and I was leaving for my mid-week rneetinr.;. I promised I would see him and 

inquire. 1n the meantime, and without consultin:,- me, :-ic,1rdon wrote the editor 

of our paper to inform him that I had agreed that the report should not be 

printed. I was not made 8.Nare of his action ti11 ilfter the next issue of the 

One Bi~ Union Her.ald. I s,1w Mr. Little, and in his office ask~d for reasons 

as to why a re~ort should be unsatisfactory. He asked what was the main 

objection. I .i.nfonned him that Aeardon complained tha.t .~s he was the A.S.P. 

main speaker he had not been given ne,1r1y ctS mucl, space 2s me. 

"If tlrnt is all that is wronP:, I c~n easi l.y set your minds at ease", 

said he. "Jackson, Reiirdon's collaborator, quoted a good lot, so I could 

give'him ".11 the space he was entitled to, but R.e;:trdon did little more than 

wave his !!aunt ~rms and indPlfe in a Jot of ~ad langnao:e, and I for one in 
' I 

my capacity am not ~oine: to report h~d languag<::: for anyone." It is remarkable 

how it ½urts men t~,,,_them!>.elves in cold type. I h,we the report filed and yearg 

after T ;im s;,tj sfie<l th~,t: the renort \•:as true in every p,:1.rticul;:n·. Tl1e rarty 

in a land ttmt ,,.ras distinctly dissimifar, was J 1:~st.ined to 3'.o ctown 1n ,., 6t:?h".te 

2.irainst I ndn.';tri:, l Uni Qnisn. 
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had teen ;: •i;,oi. nted n :'oy:11 Commission to inqu ir(' i.nto th-· evidence ¼.ken 

at the trial, decided that the whole thin.rr '-".':I.S more or less a frame up. The 

evidence ,,r:s, ;'.IS we knew, L1ulty at the time, but so much prejudice had be"n 

worked up, more particularly by W.M. Hughes, that the minds of many people 

werr-:- poisoned, and those who composed the jury were not free from th~ prejudice. 

J~ck rin,r and Gh-1.rlie Reeve were the two left to i'inger in incarceration, Reeve 

because of a letter that he had ,~Tit.ten to a comrade, and which fell into the 

possession of the police, <lnd Ying because he was in on a Commonwealth char~e. 

I visited Ki.nr1; but once after tht\t, and he assured me that he was anxious to be- ,. 

out with the boys, and iem"lnded to k1ow what efforts were being ma.de to release 

him. J assured h t.m that mi\ny were busy and that he mif!ht not be long. It was 

no gre'it time either. 

A welcome was org~niv~d in the city h.,l]l, a buildin•~ that could hold 

four th()usand r,eople e:'lsily. It w1s crowded to more than holding capacity. 

Hundreds , ... ~rr~ turned :-i.way. Hundreds will be turned :cway from lleaven' s gate, fol' 

no nL"\tt~r wh;~t the celebntion the.re 1r~ t'.to<,e who •.,rill make a r.-oint of turning 

up h.te. It w·d.s a rous.incr ,. i--:i:bt. The speeches were distinctly militant and 

one Might have expected tb;:it we were tlv~re to hear the Social !,evolution 

n.m1ow1ced. 

~uppurted. 

.. '• 
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one els~ 011 ~;yd.ney '.)orn,d.n. l could beli.e ·ve them when th:~y so r~gularly on t'ed 

There '-ias a family in '1,:dney thnt I was acqua.i.nted with in ~relbourne ~ t 

· .:,ne time; 1:lnd ,.-,hen ever they had a visitor for e1. Sun-day, they brou~ht him t\) 

· 'the Domain to h~ar !\lf. \v"il son. I h d a s · · J. . r ax?erience i r1 Melbourne, when 

: J: was, . in my owi:1 • judgement, litt~e more than a tyro. Captain Davis., assistant 

: Har.,~1,.tr Master, ilft~rwards Director of Nayigation, would att~rid re.,.ularly at 

Yarr a RanJ<, ~nd s.e ld0m leave o\lr meeting, and when he ha.d a Sunday v i sitor he 

·ro 1 no mee• to be a 

d1anpi n ~p4':a,l,~r to attract an. audience on that merilorable Sunday. 

All the freak sp_eah~rs a~ well as those who talked commonsense were wel.,l 

a.n enormou.s literature sale, but they were afflicted to so I extent w·th 
.fJ 

r Ii :-: ve my S;\ 1 ... 3 r corde n 1t1ount d to il'ive pounds s,ix., 

i¥Jite of 1, ,~ .o~e·~ t .1.1t. er . rroi n '.s run fr t h wi e ~ cm children we got 

s· teen shtllings in ours. The following Sunday saw an enormous throng b t\ie 

i:lom i l'l again., and we had our share 9f the more intelligent ones, aµd dispo-sed 

of our . pounds giJct~en worth of: li ter:-:1 tl).re and papr!rs a 
" . 

f ound a whole potJl'Ki9, 

wort.Ii of coins in the cox i'.S a r~sult of a appeal for a colledtion. 

I W"<iS he;~innin.r; to be 1 'lown, an:~. v:1 sited f:1 c tori es ~nd workshops at 

•~.1 t :r jc:d ned up, and 
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back. 'Ja1ly was enthusiastic, but not 1 r:;oo<! sell,~r. If any one in the audience 

not kr.owin"?: me, were to ask of hi.m. ,,,ho 1.s the sp,c>aJ.:er~ he woulc\ forg~t h;i.s work , 

and set to and talk. He would tel1 them how I or.O'<?.nized fort' .~nti-Conscr·p-

'tlon League, and how Soi.1th Austral fa. g;:i,v,e a stron"' vote again: H 1 1es• 

The :tudiences were good, hut literature sale·s were not as good as at the 

ropo a $, 

tr et 

m~etin~ in NP.wcastle. .M,'.lny attended the Domain on Sunday afterndons and . ou ht 

their books and pamphlets there. 

Steel Cathcart, a young: man ·whose entl usiasm outstrided his j gement, 

I should visit the coa 'l towns and address the miners in their va rious ce 1t es . 

l · agreed and named th~ week that I would devote to propaganda in ewca t e. It 

was Mt;)nday mornil'ig, a 1;-reek earlier thari I received a wire from hiln urgi l"p.; me 

to leave for Newcastle right -away. "Everytbing W"as ready." I had an hour i 

t• , n c; t h t i _ t r ·li I hurried , a nd wa. of f r a f u ..,, 

of h:trd talking,. 

Qathcart met m.e and took me to the hou~e where he was roo n , nd I s 

ma.de comfortable. We walked about together during the day, and _.I sanded b' 

t u erstc nc if h_e had improved his economic knowl~dge since t f:i.rst rou ht 

him. out,- in Adelaide. He was not a M~rx.ian. H~ .ef · it t. c t o e t :tt. He 

could 6 anize meet1n~s and otherwis~ forw-1rd propaganda anil that wa s some hin 

to e r• r c · . t e r.l. Ma y lool · on an ve or er s . Cathca rt vas n t one of 

that ilk. On this occasion his was a comedy of errors. He h d bro : ht me a 

week too :,oon. ·.•,'e went to Tiff,h/-es Hi]] at nir,ht, but the h. ndb l nrtou c ! 

the meetinr, ,,,ere delivered _around the meeting_ that i was dres · ng . The 

aur.:lience was small, but Cathcart promi$ed me .,better a.s we proceede • Next day 

t wa to a ~ at th r i lway workshops, but again lie had blundered. 

A.W. nuckley, Secretary of the rtail•.vay Union, ~et us there. He too ~ l on 
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to address ti•e me!1. It might have been a ruse, but if it were it failed, 

for n.ehh~r h~ 1ur .1 s ;·,.;:i 1,e that rl:1y. Puck1ey was e.'Casperated. Re ,.1;1_s a. 

Member of :'ar'! iament, and l;\ter on wt1s rejected and expeJ led from the Labour 

Pt1.rt)r and- the Union, for, it 1~s alleged, taking paT't in fraud ballots. There 

was much t1Jk about faked ballot boxes at thc\t time, and several were expelled 

from the L'.ibour Party. ;)ne man s.i.nce recovered heavy dam:1ges against the 

Party and a conp1e of i n(Uvictual members, so :i.t is hard for an outsider to tell 

how many of the allegations ,,iere true and how many false. It wa,'a repetition 

of the womtw to.ken in adu1tery, there. was scarce1y one to be found who could 

reJt the first "ltone. Intri.~e has many adherents. 

Buckley had been in the district for a week, and at a Sunday meeting 

announced that he would address the men on thaJday. He was so pomPQUs and.. 

egotistical that he seemed to expect they w<;>uld have a ca.rpet laid for him. 

There was the shop steward and two more men. They were there because Cathcart' 

had sent h;m(!bi 11s into the shons in the mornin~, but the rest of the bunch 

were down town. It ,,.;as pay day, and as was customary, the men met their wives 

at dinner time and went about shoppin~. Bucklev fei~ned to be disappoint,edt 

bu~t so much, I fear, as he was destined to be wi:th hi.sown happenings 

later on. 

Our next meetina: was a Cessnock. Again Cathcart had blundered. A man 

he h~d appointed to distribute handbills came to the meeting with a bundle. 

'11te printer had posted them, ~nd he only received them at the Post Office when 

he got horue frt)m work. He could not !!.et them de1ivered in ti.me for the 

hundred of miners and their families to know of the meeting and attend it. 

I found :i club at Ce!'-:snock. There •,ms a lar~e number of men like myself 

who feared for the succes~ of the OI..B.U. It was launched too quickly and 

those re~ponsibl~ for it ,r.1nted to see it shoot up like the Eastern star that 
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ro~~ or dj J, t1ot ri. :::;" over B ~thleheH1. The members of the club were not 

bo;1eheacls :ts our I.'{. !✓• friends might ca11 them. Their room, which had been 

built for a shop, had papers r1nd JMga~ines on the tables, and a number of the 

b~st of books on the shelves. Its members were not ones to be tricked with 

the O.B.TJ. scheme and its expensive Grand Council. They understood the 

history of the rise of the One Big Union iden, and could tell me as much as I 

could tell any ;iudience aho1..1t the Convention in 1905. They were as familiar witl 

the speeches of De Leon on that memorable occasion as I pretended to be, They 

had the reL1ort of the first Convention on one of their shelves. I was delighted 

to meet such enlightened men, for seldom outside of a city was one likely to rneei 

such c\ ga]af.r of economfr learninr:. ',fe enjoyed ,¥f a he;,irty talk till it was 

tirne to address the mPetin,.,. Al though th~ handbills announcinp;_ the _mP.eting· had 

not been distributed, the f:i.ct that Cathcart had made it known that he h,,id 
--,~ 

invited me, ;ind I had promised to visit the coal fields, Mide the fact talked 

about, so th~.t men c~rne vr town each evenin!!. in the hope that I might be there 

any nip;ht. 

Th.e meeting was fa.irly large, and questions were many. They all hinged 

arotffld the difference c,f the O.B.U. trn
1

d the '.v.I.I.U. ;:;uch questions afforded 

me the opportunity to state a lor,:ical case for the straight out revolutionary: 

organization. \le finished hy ~ellins~ eh:hteen shilli~s and sixpence \-rorth 

of 11 ten,.ture and papers, and ten ,rnd three pence w::i.s collected towards my 

exp8n"ie~. ~ext niq:ht I spoke in ' ;()olfe Street, Newcastle, and sold nearly tw:ent) 

five shilJi.np;!<.: •,rortli of ]iter:iture and collected seven and nine pence. Then 

followel · ·est ·:alls~nd. There the n,jners were n':'aiting ml;:!, an~ Dave McN~il, a 

staunch S.L.?. man, opened a meetlng in the main street, outside one of the 

hotels. The meeting was orderly, and ~cts th~re was:,. branch of the S.L.P. there, 
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nave Mct,eil a.ppealed to his mine mates, and ten shillings was put into the 

box. Literature sales neared thirty shillings. 

Our last night was to be Kurri Kurri.. The train landed us th.e;re a few. 

, hours before meeting time, and a. miner met us and took up to his h9me tQ. t.ea. 

I had pictured the coa.1 miners homes to be like many of the gold miners home-s '. 

in out of the way mountain.' towns, but such was not the case. There were no •. 

slab or shingle houses, or log huts. The homes of tbe miners f0r the g:r~ater • 

part were comfortably built - but for all that they were only th_e heuses· .4f 

workin!t men; thP.y were not what Socialists might conceive of~ But our d~y was 

to come. 've ate upper wher~ we had been treated to tea.,, and. ·sat by a fire of 

coal, .thcit heated t he kitch~n as the homes of workin~ men in the ·city are seldam 

heated even in winter. Coa1 was cheap, and burned prodigiously. · 

When I arrived in Sydney on Sunday morning it was six o'clock,_: artd :but few­

people were astir at that hour. Only one handsom cab was on the stand. · t was 

first down the gangplank and hailed him. He asked sLx shillings to dri,ve me a~ 

far as the to·,m hal 1, Paddington, I di~puted his right to extert so much· f.or a 

fare, but he was equal to the occasion. 

~ "It i:-; this way, mate", h~ said, "I am not a Christian,. 

. should be at ma:s-s and _,t here, and if I sacrifice my religion f'or:work a~y1 

surely I am entitled to a little compensation. I will not rec-eive any when .I 
j 

drive to be_)fond. tt is ahrn.ys worth doub) e time for Sunday work anyhow. n 

• I put my bags aboard and in a few minutes I ~r1s home with my family •. , 

'J'here was nc, he:iter i.n the bathroom, :·H> T made a fire under th~opper 

downstr1irs in the wash house, and carried several bucketfulls up to th~ 

bathroom. I en joyed several sea h;1.ths at Newcastle, but itched for a c~plete 

fresheni.n,e· up. 

MinP h.d been 1 he~v .~ 1-;eek, hut 1. roul d not rP-s ht the Domain, and g;lad 
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I s th. I iid no t stay home t o r est . Ja ck 'Brien ca lled at the house, 

;\O made sur t ha t I would not mis s the Sunday a fternoon mee~ing . :le s-01.d tw 

pounds twelve i~rth of literature and papers, and collected fourteen a~d nlh~ 

in cash. S-everial a.p roa ched me, signified their intention ~f joining up,., and 

a nm1ber of members paid me their subscription fees. 0' Brien and Pike , greed 

:that we were doing splendi~ly. 

There was no shirking by· J acl< P · ke. '•lhile I was active he did 

any grass to g ow under hi s f eet. 1ve a rranged t o m .et on Eight Hours Day, .a.~ 

sel aper s . We were a t ot1r posts early, and as t he people. began to gather 

we began to sellJa.pers . The O.B.U. being i.,i the boom, the name of the ~per 

attracted many , buyers. J ack took one side of the route and I the ~the'r.-· When._ 
·' 

the procession had passed ·people began to disappear out of the streets ~d . ~ . .• 

o.ounted up . Jack was the supe~ior salesman. We disposed' ef l : ghtten do~ . 

~even, nd nine dozen and four were sold by him • 
. 

The Glaciari um closed f~r the summer and J a ck 0 15rien went to the IJJ.ue~ 

Mounta in s for a holiday before Feturni n to Me 'ourne. I "feared th.:\t I , ~o~ld 

have to mak~ i t a f amil y affair and bring my wife to t he Domain to $ell; ~ - is 

-plie-e, but wa~ reatly surpr i sed when Jack Pike counted in two J)O\mEU s 

the, a fternoon ~ales. He wa s a hundred percenter. 

It wa s the reputation I had ea r ned for sellinq: and distributing litetature 
. t 
_tha t laid the founda tion for a might\.y quarrel with E. E. Ju<lci, that was 'te 

I-~ 

<fevelo J;.i t er. Judd b •cari possessed by big notions. He undertook to publish , 

edi_t ion, of ~erta:in boo.ks and appe::\r as one of \.ustral ia ' s big men in the book 
., 

;..rorld. In addi t i on to his own work he bu s i ed himself printing 01..1t books and 

parnphl t s for the Party . ije had bro ght out a large edition of "Wl1a t Means 

,:_:This Strike?" by D'aniel de Leon, a l thou In th e Na tional Executive of New York 

: had printed thousands of copies and could supply in. requir~d quantiti~s. 



- 1.56 -

But thAt di 1 not suit Judd. i-le must have pamphlets printed bea.rin~ the 

ii-npri.mateur of th~ ·· ustrali:111 '"':irt': . He next undertooJ. to print an edition of 

Mar~~ Criticism of the f;otha Programme, but here he ran foul of opposition. 

Ray Cverett, editor of the "It1ternationaJ. Socialist'', was printing an edition 

of tt1_iJhat Means", but Judd got his edition out first. \'hen Everett hearcl that 
r 

Judd was goinl!, to print the Gotha Pror:ramnie, he ii1ID1ediately set about bringing -

out an edit'ion. Judd's edition w;:,_s to sell :i.t sixpence, so wa:5· Everett• s; but 

Judd printed an autographed photo of ~farx in his and reduced the price to 

fourpence. Everett brought his edition down to three-pence. Splendid rebels~ 

tl•ose - competin!;!. against one another to produce revolutionary literature. Yet 

they continued to co 11 thems ··: lves Socialists. 

WjJ l -~ndrade had opened !'l br?.nch of hj s businesri-n Sydney, and -leaving 

Percy Laid]_,,., in Melbourm'~ to manac:re, ,,rent to Sydney himself. I called in one 

day, and di.~.,::overed Judd there. 

"Do'1 1 t 17:0 out", Judd and '\ ndr..,de s3.U almost simultaneously. 

Judd left, anci •\ndr~de sc1id, "I wish you h;id not ~ppeared ju~t then. 

Judq._h.'id hie; notions. He desires to beoome a big Capitali~t but he doesn't know 

the game. He will -go down, and when he goes he is not f.:O.ing to catch me. ~ _, 

~an Gnly do hnsi.ner-.s on a c~sh basis. Se~ thos,~ 11·.:ar, Jlnt for?" ThP-y have 

just been rel~rtsed from the ~ustoms store, =1.fter hc1vintr been prohibited and 

almost confiscated since the beginnin.g of the war. He \van.ts to buy them, bu~ , 

"I n':.'V~r tlrnupht there 1 rere so many copies", 1 said, "whe11 I spoke about 

them. T -t:ht)'.wht to take fifty, but if .it mai.:es no difference to you I will 
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our meetinrr., on the ;iom:iin. 

Jndd went fortl.er, and. unJertoo)~ to print out a new edition of 11Looktng 

Bachra.rd. 11 .\s a pre] imi m. ry, he h,~ct posters printed ;-~nd sent them to every 

store and book agent. \ndra.de ,,,rote Percy Laidler :_rnd advised him not t() 

bring out an ~ditL.rn, r•.s intemled, hut, hi-iler was far too enterprisin~ t~ l t 

a chan~e slip. Knowing th'lt Judd's edition was to se11 at two shillings,/~e ,, 

ordered~ lot to be printed on chea.,er paper, ?.nd so produced a~ editjo11 'to g0 

out :1,t one nnd sixpence. So Mr Judd wa~ not equal to t:he c1.stute Perc)iul. idler_.~­

Pe.rcy for.'.!,O t IT.ore than Jndd h2d ever 1 e,irned :i.bont ]ocial ist literature. 

Our SE>cr!3tary, Tom -\.udle~·, i.rrote to infonn me that ,-rith the expense 0f 

pr:-.nting tl1e 111::-inc 1.liri, trnjon .L{erald", fl.nri keepin,9; org;mi7,~rs in the field, 

in '.Jydn~y P,:"',Y my- salary I shouJ.·1 11ave to 0jve up. I co•.1Jd not fr.O into industry, 

for since the stri. ~-e in 1917 there ,,;ere t·,ro thous;'.(nd bhck1-~gs on the wha'rves 

in Sydney. No 0ne ,,r,.)nld be emp] ·.>yed who did not ])i'i.SS through the fi'ree Lil.hour. 

·- . 
Bur eau, ,:rnd that was closed ,igr1.in:~t outsiders for tlw'ti'.'l.e being. T}1ere ~s 

other ,rorl, in 3ydncy t~nt l ini!r1:t b,wc t:i.lc:n, ::;,nd ti::e convinr.cd me that I s 
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It mHtt er ,_ 11 t whe l'N' Vle l..li.~e tl'-! . d me ,:, · not . T would leav 

f n r .'! :.. lb our ne , and o 10. 1:: ;_Huo • t Ill.' mn te s i _p industry. 

_By f saying f'ar we11 to S -duey nJ" wif and I v i ited Taronga Park , and 

isit~d f1.~ · end iY'l ifa rri. !-:ville . I t 1 . near midniir '1t hen we r.ea<; ed home. 

Tl1ere was a letter ~mder ou ·,'hor. It '·r.tS fro '1owers, and . e notified n1e 

that· .he co ·,vies wo l mi. s the "1 ney for our fare lf I wo l d return. H 

e pr e sse hi.ms . f :1 s beinr- ncerne ~bout r ,1isin 7 money to P..l.Y me ,a sa,la,ry, 

;ut I dl · not rl. 1. ow mone/ t( stand in the way . I coul transfer from one ·i 

br a. c I of t he 'i'e er tien to a noth r , .::tn. ••1ork in :\ elaide , and re1i ve t he lo.cal 

f xpens • The money for f. e ha b en ;,u;: r a nteed . I could no:t wait , J. must 

,c t Adela e or Melbourne . 1~ syin,µathi ser St id to me , ,..,..1te11 I W o1me<l Iii.in. of · 
: . 

my goin~ , th.."! t he had a li ttl~ cash to s ar .. , and would lend i.t there ,a.'ld t e'!-., 

and ,..,her:, th~ comri.l.de s h d p,:i.i jn it coul b sent to him. I · 1e11t to th 

st me .. ... i J g , but ·t 1. c1. s a is ppointing one . The day 

was h t, more t 1ar1 nineiy in th _ s} \ e , ~ 1\ s~eal~ers too , their l a tf orms un ,e 

t e shat e of the trees. I d'i. . not, feel i e:;.cessively bot so adorned t he 

pla t form in .e open . he a tendance at l)ur meeti.n wa ~ Slt'.all - so ~11 that 

' of tw lve shill ings worth of literature . Fie was seriou ly 

d isa ppoi.nted. 

As we. · .re ,acl i.nrr u , ·-t man, ,,ho ft n vis i t ed ur n ting , 'n aid in 

a h·· 1 i iii-. :n~, tt · regu.;i, y , c:-tJTL to s peal-. to me n nc hen i n h · s cu t0mnry ·danatio, 

not seek th~ <-:L-::de. ;\ny tire,d<. out of tl-te su.n heat could p:et ap-_ a 1Henc~ 0n -a 

y i.. ·P. t 1i s . I remc1rked to rt m;.,n who was with me that you were the e t 

e I, -r v n ti , ~ r I ma i n , y, . t y ;,~r e t , kin"" to ·he sm:ill st -1.udi nc-e. Neve 

IJl . I I J O 1, h y ' y •. mo, ,vi t 1 you on t he ;:y o' thl:l eevoluti..:, • 

Truly the way of an an.:it:'!;tor is h;:r·o at times,." 
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A ..,~el on board ste m :r and I was rested and fit for work .~gain~ 

spent mo ··t of a day tramp in ., to and fr9'1'1 suburb or \o1alk;ing ab'out the 

in n endeavour to locate a sulta· le flat. Towards eveni,ng we -aece'pt"ed 
.r-

lar e uµs~irs room near the General Post ffice. I tis one .. of ~ pr. 
• 

• of a perip tetio a i tator to v~~it vai¾,us cities and sample all ld.nds of 
. 

e-nces. The occupation is one of variations. At n:t.e;ht we eag~rly :aO\l 

beaut 'lul h 11 with half anl inch of linoleum 0n the floor, a,$ Bower 
. ,. , . 

.Vbi le we were see.kin& it several of ·the comrades .~P~ll'ed ._.f~ 

us to t. 1e 3:clc of a house where the hall was located. It was· ~ spl\!'nd' 
., 

.~nd had -re lrnow,i of it when I ."f<l.S · ~ Adelaide at the beginnil)g of . · · 

sh:ould . not , ave vis i ted Sydney, perhap .• 13ut I ha:d been ther-e . anc;l .. var 
-experience r1. n that strentithened me for nw future ,1ork in Ad~laide. 

. , 

I met many aclifW).intances a nd they g thered round while 1. gave 1 if JllY lte1.~, ', 
·• . 

for an openin.2; meeting . Cyril Hassie 1.1as talking hard for · th~ 0 ~.B·.U. 

, fe 1 in for my criticism over his attitude t the . B.U. conference. 
' . . 

·-Q~i. hti. ,"' with the gloves off ~s :j..t were. A.13. were encouri\ge_d wb~n 1 
• ' ii f :. 

' . , 
more than three · ounds ten worth of itern.ture · and colle.cted mo ··e ,th'ah 

·sp.i. -ims, from the pa~'k meetin alo e. .\t ni ht \,fe at~racted a goodly 

audience and 1m starltially lnlproved on the afternoon's doi~s •. 

I was deli~h:ted to thi k that the fellow "°rkers had held . themselve toaeth. 

o we l, and had a.d1T>lnced to the . o('.cu , .:i. tion of ha 11 a "'ct in. · Soom w shbul.d be 

in a b · wa y . There was permanency in siS!;h t. I had figured on six J110ntbi . on 1-~ 
~ ~. 

and Qegan t.o wonder how much effective work I could crowrl. in to that ~ief -t~e. 

ft'red Bo\,fers had ".rritten and. informed_ the members of Kaigoorlie th.rt t with 

me to reli _v-, hlm he tvC'luld ,~ free to o acros and help them tliere. I 
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· 'tieen written to before I left Sydne)r, but placed niyse}f in the hands of the 

Adelaide local. When they received Bowers' etter they immediately .wired me. 

I read the te1egram .1.t the business meeting of the Local, and Bowers a-greed· to 
i 

stay a while l~nger in Adelaide and do Ids best. I 'w'B.S • to go to the gPl4en 

eity, -not sin olden days to seek gold, or work for ntlne owners 

a ·mes-sa.~e of eman~ipa tio-n. I expected to meet rny old teach~r I Th' Revere~ · 
. . 

' -
: . .Alex,and~r Crowe, but he had sought a new charge, and had left Kalg~lie ':at:tm:- ' . . 
many years of ministry there. I had been wonderin should I meet him ho 'be : -. ' 

wou d accept my advanced opinions - he woul surely say I h~d -falle.n f~~ -gra~~-
.·,· 

An effort bad heen made t .o persuade Hick Sawtell to return to the Wes·t, •-

promisin :i him that there wa s ab®da. nce of mon.ey th~re to 

expen ses. I v1ondered at that, for "Bull" Sallahan, who had.v,ritten him . 

1'0~ber of the \if . I • I . U. and Sawte 11 was not. Sawte~l handed the let~er tn Bowers 
' I • . 

aoo on tha t he had written. Now tha t I was to o I ex ected f-rom.. what ~lta)lari 
~ 

had wri tten thr'I t I should be sure of expenses, but ala. ~ the fare -wv. wJ.red_, ~nd 
I felt conf irlent. I was plea sed a part from organiza tional .matter$, for 

seen much 0f Australia, and h~d prospected ~t Tarcoola and would pass tb~ou. h 

tli~lace of 1.ea sant- memori s and see the fullabor Plains. ·, . I could have said -

witb Juba - "By Heaven , tho turn' st me all to attenti~n." 

When t he train J eft ort Au<Tu;ta at eleven 0 1 clocl a t n.i. ht the pass ~l"S 

went to bed, : ut I was a different slee er to th e rest. ' I ~s pass;i.n , o-ver 

t r i t o r~• t enormo us s eed where ei.17,hteen years before I travelled at a s.pe 

of only a few miles a day. It was the l. i. ne thn t •.-!ct s built by the A.~~ .U. -

proud boast. The t·J .I.I.U. had not completed a big job so far., but was Grg_anisir 

for somethine; enormous. Some day it would he able to boast e\ e:ig1urtic acb-i~ve­

ment. "c~1rnn the o;...rorkers organized alon <:: the lines laid down by the ~,-v.I.I.U. 
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they would not do jobs to enrich contractors, who merely stood between the 

workers and the coanunity and fleeced both. They would do their job for the • 

joy of doing it and for the betterment of Soc.-.,. Russia wa1 achieYing., but 

at a terrible coat. It was a year of drought · and fa.mine in that great land. 
-. 

We woke to the grinding of the train on the rail1 that ■panned the d·esert., 
and stopped for a while at Tarcoola. I could see the 1car on the hillside · 

where I and a hundred other• had worked in the day1 when The Blocks was~--~ 

out gold at the rate of two thousand ounces a month. All was silent now., but 

the memory remained. On some future date men might again be employed and The 

,Blocks enriching a company as it had done in the days when I delved nearly 

two hundred feet down vertical from the crown of the little range. 

The tourists were now travelling in comfort where we fought heat,~-
-

atorms and lack of water. My old mate was lying in the sandhill• whe" he •iu 
when we missed Bellamy' 1 well, but here now I wa.1 spanning the desert again · •• · . in "• . 

with no anxietie1, and at a pace that enabled me to be tran1ported/•ne sleeping 

night where it took fifteen day• of hard walking to negotiate .. God ble1a the 

A.w.u. I thought • 

.._ In the sand. hill• and just before we emerged to start our four hundred 

· miles across Nullarbor, we met another train. Both trains stopped and I he•rc,l 

a man from the Eastern bound calling for a un n1.11ed Wilson. Few knew •e., but 

I answered. He had a me■sage for me. He was from Kalgoorlie and a aember of 

W.I.I.U. Truly the organization waa growing when one could ■eet a fellow 

worker in the desert wilds. 

All day the train speeded over Nullarbor, and to front and rear the two 

steel line ■ stretched and stretched until they 1eemed to amalgamate into one 

thin thread of steel. Could the A.w.u. put such a band right round Australia -

an economic band such as unity. 
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I bad for a companion one who was a lad with ■e in the goldfield days of 

Coolgardie an:l Kalgoorlie. He advanced to the post office aervice anfi. wa• 

returning to duty after a long holiday. He was a aociable fellow ant very 

gootl company. Another was a son of that turbulent land where they demanied 

and fought for Home Rule, both at heme and in the American Colonie• where 

, they organized to invade Canada. He was a u.n true to the land fr:o• which be 

ca■e, ani curaed with a comprehensive curse Thomae Beach, better known a■ 

Henry Le Caron, the Secret Service relic of the Civil War. He curaed South 

Au1tralia too. A■ he went to bed., be demanded that if any of u1 should wake 

after the train cro■1ecl the border he was to be arou■ed. ao that he could pra:, 

and give thanks to Abt.ighty God that he was delivered out of Au■tralia•• 

"wow■er" State. We left 'him to hie sleeping am we were a long way into, tae 

land of the richest goldfield.a before the ■lumber of a summer night had ,Ief.t him., 

The h'ain carried a variegated hUlla.n freight. There wa.• Mick White, the_ 

rebel aon of Erin'• Isle, nyaelf a rebel a~ainst employerdoa, "Texas" green, a 

politician destined to be defeated and in lieu be electei to the Federal House . 

and becaie Minister of Defence. There were al10 half a dozen prie•t■, in 

addition to the many others of humble and obscure personality. 

The train. entered the station at Kalgoorlie, and passenger■ hastily 

detrained. Those di■embarking went hNte or ,ought quarters in the tCND. ThGH 

ie1tined for Perth and Fre/mantle hastened to aee aa much of Welt Australia'• . 

goldfield as possible during the few hours at their 4isposal. I expected. to be 

met on the st.i. tion, but none of the members of the W .I. t .U. •• far as I could 

see were on the look-out for ae. I took up my luggage, which waa heavy, 

because of the stock of literaturt« had with me. I lugged it till perapiratiGn 
I 

streamed out of my every pore, and at last found the house of the fellow worker 

to whose place I was directed. I put my luggage down at the gate, and wiped 
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perspiration several times during five minutes, but no one answered me. I quit 

knocking and took my belongings outside the gate with the intention of aeeking 

a room. Ju1t then a man drove up to me in a car. He had just taken the priest• 

fro■ the station to the Presbytery, which was on the opposite aiie af Breokaa.n 

Street. 

"You had better load your thingainto the car and cae down town to a Na", 

he said, "There has been trouble ard the people from the house have cleared. out." 

With that he di!lllounted and proceeded to lift ■y bags into his car. I atepped in 

beside bina and he drove off. I wondered if he were genuine or if he had .any 

il'lstructions to impede me. He had not driven many yards when 

and a woun called after ua.. He stopped and turned back. 

"You are Mr. Wilson, are you not?" ahe aaid, 

imperatively. 

"I am", I answered, "and I have come a long way to ae.e you, ISut Mr. Ut'9tuhart 

inforMa •e that you have had troubl~. Just what your trouble is he baa not bad 

tiae to tell me yet. I hope there is nothing serieus the matter anyhow." 

She proceeded to ta]~ to Mr. Urquhart, who apparently posaeaeed acae 

knowledge of her trouble• • .._ 
"I have just came from Callahan's", she u.id, "and Kra. Callahan u ta.irly · · 

cOBlpoaed.. God help us all. What ·uve we clone that such evil should afflict · uaT · 

I came to the gold.fields the fir•t year after Coolgardie was .di1coyerecl, and.f~r 
' 

twenty-■eTen years I have livetl. •• a girl and woaan ought. My h~aband hat been · 

on the fields as long a1 ■e, and there hasn't been a harder working or aore 

industriws N.n in the West. Why should these returned aoliiera hunt and hoW'ltl 

him out of the town. He has been a good union un, but being a butcher and not 

and A.W.U. man he had nothing to do with the clean up of the ■embers of t~e oli 

Co•l~ardie Miners Union. It must be because he stands solidly for the One Big 
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Union, and they for the old Coolgardie outfit that they c0nnect him .,,ith that 

trouble. Perhaps it is beca.uae he ia a Socialist and an Internation.list, and 

they took part in the fight to drive out the Italians that ao aa.ny aortally 

hate hi.Ill. What a beastly thing it is to be IRIB.11 and narr0W'-aincleil You are 

not ~o go away, Mr. Wilson, Dave Hartigan has Kenkinaon and "Bull" Callahan 

planted. not 11.any miles away, ancf1e visited them thia morning. He was with us 

W'hile ago and said that as you were to arrive by the trans-train I wa1 to uke 

you comfortable. Perhaps Mr. Urquhart will take you to Hartigan, and he will 

direct you to their hiding place. Leave your bags with me and come back a■ , 

soon as you have seen them and dinner will be waiting ready for you." 

As we drove off I learned a little from Urquhart, and ■ore fro■ David 

Hartigan, but it was not till I found the men in their hiding that I leamsei 

all that I was destined to know. Urquhart was a ■otor man from the stand. He· 

knew that Jenkinson and Callahan had been driven from ho■e, and a1 he left the 

priests at their presbytery he saw ■e lugging my belongings to Jenkinson'• gate. 

Had Mrs. Jenkinson not called us so soon he might have told ■e all. 

Hartigan direct.ed me to SOllle ground th.at bad been workecl for alluvial gol4 

ia--.he boom days of Hannan• ■• There were some big holes in the hill■ i<le and 

here he had planted them. His boy had taken tucker to them, and. that morning 

he visited then hiineelf. 

The position was serious. He would not hear of •Y going tG the delinquent•• 

hiding direct, for fear some spies were at work. He directed me by a circuiteua 

route. After half an hour's walkinp.: and looking at some old poppet leg• and 

mine shafts I came to the place pointed out. I ca.lled out, and said., "I aa 

Alf Wilson~ It is alright, there is no one else in sight." Soon I received. an 

answer and in a few minutes the two frightened ■en ca■e to the mouth of the 

cave as it were. They were too frightened to stay out anfinvited ■e in. I 
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followed them for fully a hundred fee;, while the light of a hot S\.1llllaer 1 ■ day 

outside gave light sufficient. I had never seen men caape4l like that since I 

was a boy. There was a bridge over the river that ran through Merrivale anci 

men used to c<W.e every year and camp under the bridge. Sometiaeil a whole clozen 

would camp under the bridge whereit extendei over the bank for a little way. 

Their blankets and belongings would liJ(e aide beside on ■Olle ~rass that they · 

would iather, always remindin~ ■e of the stories of the cave dwellers of which 

1cientists and investigators were continually writing. It seemed easy after 

all for men to return to the troglodyte life. 

For one thing they were not short of tucker. Hartigan had sent ample 

■upplies to them. They baa tinned fish, canned beef, bread, butter and ever ao 

many other dainties as well a ■ several loaves of bread. Beiag near ■idday tbe;y. 

would not hear of my leaving till I dined with them - which wa• alway, the way • 

with hospitable Australians. They could not offer ae tea for they daretl aot 

li~ht a fire. But without it in the wilderness and in a place where 1aae 

exp,ctant ainers had once dug, we hate a hearty dinner. Jenkin1en, I ii1conNd 

t0 be a refined and well informed 111a.n, but "Bull" unfortunately, waa one of the 

~h and ready type. He bad clone boxing, and man to man woulcl have Jiel4 hi• '..,: · 

ewn, as the saying has it, but when a sa-..a.ge ■ob took the field he was compeU•• 
to flee. It irked hi.a that he was in hiding, but subaittei to the inevitable~ 

But a ■ore serious hiding was in store for him. 

Jenkinson gave ■ea note to deliver to his wife, and I left him in their 

lonely habitation. Back in town I -..a compelled to eat another dinner and 

enjoy a drink of tea, without which an Australian does not fully conai4er he ha• 

enjoyed a Meal. I was forced to hurry away to an important ■eeting. The 

veodcutters, on the Kurrawang line, were on strike, and all the miners on the 

Colden were idle. There was no wood for the boilers, consequently no steam, 
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a• a result, no power and no work. Wood from the Lake side line could not 

supply much 111ore than a third ctf the mine requireaents. It was terrible to 

think of the mighty corporations, dominating the mines on one of the richest 

fields in the Eapire having to admit that they were powerles1 to produce when 

the giant, labour, was resting and not wrking. Never since that •emora'ble 

morning when Pat Hanna.n's horse turned up a colour of the shining metal a1 he 

trotted in front of his owner, till that week when the ■ines that bad produced 

a full hundred million of pounds were rendered i~le was there such a silence on 

Kalgc,orlie. It was the price paid by the Cormorant Wood company fer entering 

into a conspiracy with the A.W.U. to rid the field of ■embers of the W.I.I.U. 

The One Bi~ Union was not to be allowei to establi1h itself•~ the g0ldfielda. 

Yet the President of the Wood Company wa.s a man carried in at the point of 

death from thirst. 

A week of idleness sufficed. There had been ■trikes before, but ncne so 

large and effective as the strike of the W.I.I.U. ■en. I wa1 delighted to be 

at a settlement where the men I was associated with, were being granted one 

hU11dred per cent, of their demands. The r.w.w. boasted many •trikes in U.S.A., 

an6&:sOJ11e victories, but in its first "al scrap with employers in Australia 

it ha.cl won. 
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CHAPTER Ill 

After tea a party of us trudged to the ambush and brought the occupants 

to town, arriving home about nine o1 clock. Callahan and Jenkinscua wel'e 

ieli~hted to be h•e witii their faililiea and their families were equally 

pleaaed ta have their breaMnner~ vith the■ again. The ■en from_ the w.ili.Jl~ 

were provideci with a special train to take them t~ their job. The aanai-ent ·,', 

wa1 anxiou1 to have the ue1 bitin~ the ■almon gUlll •• soon a, they coul4 after ' 

the steppage. We NW them 0ff early on Sunday ■oming, and went_ te Beulcler · , , ,-_ 

city to attend a ■eeting of the local. Ferguson, the signal ■an, who ha~ been' 

chased frca his box, was the only missing man. H:e bad gone to OOel.gardie, and 

some iaii from there to Northam. 

It was all as if nothin_g had happened. The busineas ef the 

was comlucted by its ■embers and. officers with the exceptien of Fergusen., Saae 
, . -.; ·. ... 

■ember• expressed themselves a.s being afta.itl that tr0uble would brew again, a.a4 

wondered how I could have arrived on the gold field town, without being ·•isei 

a.nd deported. I did not know of or anticipate trouble, but ha.cl any one illegally 

u. e an effort te •ei:ze ■e it wuld have gone ill with him. I •ho\il,d ha'Te aet 

. • ltia i _• his illegal wy I and left the train -well prepare•. 
, ' . 

One man, now a wealthy tributer, and first-class citizen, drew eut • · 

heavy revolver, leaded in every chamber. I askei hia for it,' feeli'~ ••e: t'-at 

in a rough go he would. not be experienced :in it1 u•e, and might aa ·eaaily ahoot 

one of his own men. He, believing that I was unarmed, hancled it to ■e without 

proteat. I expressed ntyself a ■ anxiou.s to address a meeting in Burt Street 

that night, but 1cme ■embers advised caution. They preferred to delay. I wa• 

adamant, so we closed the ■eeting after making prepaation for the even~g. The 

"specials" after newspaper reports announced Jenkinson and Callahan miles away, 

did not show out on Sunday so we walked the three mile road from Boulder to 
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Kalgoorlie peaceful]yand undisturbed. 

It was a lively time. Hugh Mahon, a veteran Federal Politician, had been 

unseated, and was contesting a bye-election. At a pleasant Sunday afternoon in 

Richmond reserve he had referred to the British as a "bloody and accursed 

Empire." Billy Hughes, once accustomed to making •illilar statements, was now 

deeply patriotic in the position of Prime Minister. He ■oved for the expul1ioa 

of hi1 erstwhile colleague. Every effort was being made to prevent Mahon' s 

return to the house of "honourable men.'- A certain S'b\te ne■ber was persuadn 

to retire and contest the Federal seat. Sunday night there was a meeting in 

Burt Street in front of the Trades Hall. Our meeting was higher up. There was 

no sign of the impromptu policeman, but uniformed men moved about in nmbera 

tlu\t al.most penaaiecl ■e that Ned Kelly had returned to life and inflicted hi• , 

preaence on the connunity. 

The Labour Party meeting was large, and ours was not smll by any Means. 

The police evidently feared trouble for a goodly n\Dlber stayed about our ■eeting 

all evening. It was for me to speak as I had not had to do since the Conscrip­

tion issues were decided. Our chairman delivered a short aidress and made way 

for: e,. 

"Frienis", I a.id, "I have been brought a long way to .,place to which I 

aa not altogether a stranger. My mission is not to mine for gold this tiae, but 

to talk to miners, and others who gain their livelihood as a reBUlt of Pad:'f 

Hannan having discovered what haa develeped into one of the richest miles of 

goldbearin~ ore in the world, and I want to ta]~ about I.hour's emancipation. 

I want to tell you how to or.~anize, and · what your objective ■ust be. We have 

had a fight, and serious and exciting times you have J)aSsed through. Many of 

you thour,ht when the old Coolgardie Miners Union merged into the A.'ff.U. that 
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you were entering an Industrial Union, and when a ntaber of your work-mates, 

persuaded by the mine 11anagers, remained in the old union, you organized to 

clean them up; instead you bred into existence a number of spurious police.en -

Special Constables they are called. These disreputable individuals instead. of · 

upholding the law have gone out of their way to break it, and well you know 

from newspaper rep~rts that they have undertaken to shift out of Kalgoorlie ■en 

who are organizing for something better than the Australian Workers Union, with 

its reactionary set of rules. The pa.per ■aid. on Saturday that these aen were 

miles and miles away fr0■ Kal~oorlie, but that was a lie. I was not an hour 
,I,,.;{(µ-.., 

off the train wltich I was with several of the men who wre thought to be beating 

it hurriedly for the coast, and before I went to bed last night I ate supper in 

the home of one of them. They are not miles away, as you ■uppo■e, but right 

here at this meeting, ani no -.n dares attempt to do the• hann. I must tell you 

what I told thousand, of people during the Conscriptionist campai~n• of 1g15 ant 

1917 - that it is for the authorities to see that the police 4lo their duty. l.f 
~~ . 

they don't, we will ao it for them, and if there i1 goi~ to any la.w1e ■sneaa I 

will meet lawlessness vith lawleaanes■• I a11 ready, so loek 0ut. 

I am here when you are in the throes of an election cupaign, ancl aany of 

you think that the return of Hugh Mahon will 11ean something to you. I haYe been 

campaigning for a good many years now, but not for Labow- politicians. They 

are but a eelf-seeking lot, as Abraham Lincoln once sai4. Playing at Master­

class politics will not ,:et you any further than you are now. Listen to what ,I 

will have to say during my sojourn amon~st you, and buy and read the pamphlets 

and books that our sellers are peddli~ tonight. You have been reared to a 

narrow outlook and understanding and you have to be lifted out of your narrow 

groove. You have listened to many speakers frOlll time to time. T0a1 Mann, and 

a dozen others have visited the ~oldfield1 and lectured you, but I come to you 
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with ~he gospel of Industrial Unionism. Marx once urged the workers to unite • 
.-hu·v.1-J 

"You", said he, "have nothing but your a:ia9 to lose. You have a whole werl4 

to will." It is for therpurp••• of winning the world for the workers that I 

alld aany others advocate Induatrial Unionisa. Tne ~eatest Marxian in the 

Engli1h-apeakin.g world was one D~iel De Leon. He wro~ many paaphlets and. be 

was without exception the greatest and most logical speaker at the 1905 -conve~ 

tion., when what today is known a1 the Workers Iaternational Industrial Union 

wa1 launched. It i1 true that it was first called the I .W.W. , but wen a 

certain element broke with the political clause au continuetl to cling to a 

naae that did not by rights belong to thea the n~ was chant;ed.. The l.W.W. 

when first formed contained a political clause in its preamble and constitution. 

That clause has been repudiated by the present I.w.w., ani I have to coafe1s 

that it occupied me a long tiae to discover where a political clauae was 

necessary. Perhaps it was because of a toll hurried reailing through the literaturt 

and not assimilating all that I had read, but in quiet hours by realiini and 

re-reading I have been brought to a knowled~e of the truth. The pelitica of the 

W.I.I.U. are not the politics that are being talked in front of the Trades Hall 

t IBlgl,.t, ani the politic• that you will hear and read for the .next few week■ • 

Our politics are revolutionary in that we aim to wrest the power to aanipulate 

the Capitalist class political State from those in possession - to iisllive it 

as it were, but to do that by itself would be utterly useless. The workers 

must be ready and prepared to establish a new administration. They must be 

ready for the Industrial R.epublic, basing the adminiatrative ~ystein on factory 

and workshop control. I cannot describe it in detail tonight, but will have 

a nt111ber of opportunities as the weeks pass to speak to you at length and 

explain in detail what the W.I.I.U. with its Socialist Industrial Union aims 

at, · in other words organises for. 11 
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The meeting was one of the quietest and seemingly most interested 

meetings I had ·ever addressed. The literature sales were good and we went 

home satisfied that instead of men desiring to drive revolutionaries out of 

town they would wish to hear them further. 

Callahan undertook to escort ■e to Lakeside, where there were a nmber of 

11.embers of the v!r.I.U. We trained to Canbella, the station on the Golden Kile.; 

and walked from then to Lakeside. There the wood trains came in and went out. 

We were forced to ride in a truck under scorching heat and lit on what we couli 

find. The wood lines were temporarily laid down, and all who rode rode free at 

their own risk. The en~ines burned wood that was stacked along the line in 

readiness for them, and showers of sparks were spewed out of the engine funnel 

and descended on the trucks and their inhabitants. It was one perpetual -Yi8il, • . 

for under a heat like that that blazes on the West Australian hinterland, a 

spark has only to touch one's clothing and there is a conflagratie-n. In spite 

of my care I had two holes burned in the only good hat that I possessed. The 

train pulled up at Celebration City. A wonderful place it was. Ha11pton Plains 

had been booMed as a new ard. rich mining area, and people rushed tG peg leases, 

a~oapanies bought or took options. Speculators on the Adelaicle Exllha.nge 

were reapiag rich harvests out of the Hampton Plains .boom.. The settle■ent 

consisted of a number of tents and bush humpies, and a\hotel. The hotel 'WD.S of 

corrugated iron, and had been erected by a Perth speculator, who was known a1 a .. 

successful race horse owner. He built it for a man who assured him. he woulcl pay 

for it and make a fortune in less than a twelve month. 

The Ham~ton mines were not crowded together like those on the Golden Milyt 

and be they never so good there could not be two towns like Kalgoorlie am 
Boulder within a mile or two of each other. There were twenty properties 

worki.ng anci. being boomed, but there was nothing more than a camp of a few men 
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at each property. Business men and other interested people hoped for the best. 

S011ething should have to relieve the depression that was setting in, but alast 

One by one the Hampton mines were closing down, and the boom was destinei to be 

short lived, but short as it was, it meant thousands and thou~~nds of pounds to 

those who played the speculator's gaa,e, and a loss of thousands and thousan•s to 

those who believed every wild rumour of the richness of Hampton. It wa• Capi~l-

ism to excelsis. 

In the evening we were delivered to the camp of woodcutters. There were a 

hundred ~en, women and children living anything but comfortable lives in the 

wilclerness. The camps had to shifted every now and again, therefore they were 

not of a permanent character. The store, which belonged to the wood company, 

was a calico edifice over a wooden frame, while the ho■es of the waodcu-tter• 

consisted of tents and hessian houses erected in haste over a few poles. J.n . 

such a camp lived those who supplied the fuel for the boilers at the mines that 

gave stea■ and power to work gigantic machinery that had been erected to cruah 

out the hu.nd.reds of thousands of ounces of gold every month that ea.rned fer the 

Golden Mile the reputation that had 11ade it famous for nearly thirty years. 

'" 
'-A, It was sufficient for ■e to know that there was a ttruggle between ~he •• , 

and women of conflicting interests, but it was strange to learn how tlli.lr 

condition of life was accepted by these hard living slaves. I pitied thea, and 

it remained for me to arouse them out of their apathy. That I detenainei to 4o~ 

But as Shakespea·n· wrote: "Alas, what poor ability is in 11.e to •• thea goecJ.." 

There was a boardinlit house and in a large hessian room Callahan and I ■et 

the Ul'IJl'larried portion of the woodcutters population. At night I waa billed to 

address a meeting. It was custo111ary for a notice to be posted on every tank, 

so that the woodcutters when they went for water should be able to read it. At 

•eetin~ time someone would beat a tank with a billet of wood and the population 
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would gather at the place appointed. With them all there the chainnan, who 

was the lv.I .LU. delegate, mounted a box and announced ■e. I was well heard by 

the grea.ter number, but some reactionary A.W.Uites preferrr~d to interjeclt··. if 

there was to be a One Big Union, why not the A.w.u.? That organization coul4 . r 

embrace all the workers of the Corwonwealth. I could have wiahed that the 

A.w.u. were on an O.B.U. with a W.Il.U.objective ani constitution. It would be ; 

easier for me, for I did not relish having to leave hOlle and travel so far in 

an endeavour to inculcate the revolutionary idea. On the whole it was a good 

meeting and some literature was disposed of. There was soine hope for the 

wodcutters of lakeside. 

It was midhight when we finished supper and made down our bed in front of 
. . 

the tent of the delegate. He ~upplied us with a tent am blankets. The tent -_ · • . 

we spread on the ground and we ma.de our beds sid.e by side. Hund.reels of thousands 

of Men in the early days of the Westralian boom slept in the open as they· 

tramped the road from. Southern Cross to Coolgardie 1-efore the railway couli be 

built. It was but the return to a life that I was once slightly accuato■~d to, 

therefore I enjoyed it. 

~·-The A.li.U. that hated any but its own form of organization to be accepted by 

the workers, sent an organizer, Mick Costello, to dissipate what Jill Scott and -I 

had done to enlighten anciprganize them. Mick, I expected, would be a man wrtl!ly 

of his job, But to pay seven pounds a week to such an incompetent was nothin~ 

aore than an insult to intelligent working men, and a waste if good ■oney. 

Notices were posted on the water tanks and a tank was drummed with a stick as 

for my meetin~. I attended on the night after our meetins and went prepared to 

hear a severe criticism of myself and the W.I.I.U. methods and tactics. But 

what a disappointrnentt Mick was introduced and mounted the platfonn. "Men" , 
said he, 'ti was out on the dairies last week, and I found the ■en there getting 
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on alright. From them I have come to you, and I will be staying on Lakeside 

for a few days, and if there is any of you who have experienced difficulty in 

m~king out and filling in your income tax returns 1 1 11 be willing to give a 

hand. I don't think that there is any other business that need delay us. I 

will step down and the chairman will 111ake any announcements that aip.t be 

necessary and you can return to your camps, sleep wll and prepare yourselYes 

for t.omorrow, for the weather is hot and wrk of cutting wood very ha.rd. I 

thank you." 

Costello was typical of the average A.w.u. organizer. Yet this was the 
J 

union that baptised ■e in 1894 and fought the squattocracy of Australia in 

every State, sent men to jail for fighting the worker•' fight, burned the 

"Rodney", a Darling riTer boat that was transporting scabs to one of the 

stations in the back country. It was men of this t">rganization that burned ,, 

hundred woolsheds in various States in that year •f strike against· a reduction • 

of the shearing rate. But in 1894 that union consisted of ;11.en and not Maey • . 

In the years that had intervened an increasing membership had. built the union 

from an insolvent condition to that of considerable affluence. The A.W~U. 

boasted cash and property running up to ■o~e than half a million poµnd.s~ · At . 

time of writing its cash and property run into even more than that. Since laM. 

and the adoption of Arbitration the figh11Was ta.ken out of the ■ellbera, an4 an 

army of officials had been created that did nothing better than batten on the 

membership and dig themselves in as it were. The W'.I.I.U. on the other ham 

opposed the creatinll; of an anny of hi~hly paid officials, and only paid it■ 

organizers what they would have earned in their industries. I feared that t . 
should have to go a long way short of what I could earn when the West Australian 

sojourn was over. 

Arthur Jenkinson and I left Kalgoorlie for Kurrawang on Saturday night. 
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We took rugs with us, and were permitted to sleep in a carriage, as the 

company's train did not leave for the woodline till Sunday morning. Sunday 

came as all days come in their turn, and a motor car containing the pay 

officials and the cash for the woodcutters hurried from Kalgoorlie t9,-catch the 

train; with them was a campaign director for Hugh Mahon, who was to address the 

woodcutters and persuade them to return the old Federal Member, who had so 

precipitately been ejected. Kurrawang was the principal wood line an(but past 

where there was an enormous ro-ck-hole that was taken out on the water trains fer 

the woodcutters and their families. 

Being pay Sunday the men were all waiting the arrival of the train and the 

pay officials. I met men who were at the settlement of the strike a week before, 

and felt at home amongst them. One of them, who kept his family 0n the job, 

p:r:_epared acconmodation for Jenkinson and as soon as he received his money he t~ 

us to his home. We dined splendidly for being in an outlandish place, and 

hurried to hear the caapaign director, Keene. He urged reasons why Hu~h Mahon 

st,uhl again become a member of the Australian Parliament, and then rambled off 

to make an attack on the W.I.I.U. L listened patiently for a while, to his 

misr.:fresentation and villification of the W.I.I.u., or One Big un·~on sch_eme, •~ 

he was pleased to ca 11 it. Scarcely before had I ever listened to such a di1play 

of economic ignorance, and could bear him no longer • . I interrupted, but .be 

showed exasperation, and tried to belittle me. I was not in the least perturbed 

at his tactics, but could not suffer a waste of ti.me. I challenged him tP a 

debate in the afternoon. He refused to accept the challenge. He had to return 

by the pay officials' train to address meetings in Boulder and Kalgoorlie that 

night. He left little for me to reply to, but he certainly did give me an 

inspiration for the speech I was to make in the afternoon • 
.,.,...,,, 

One hundred and sevety of the woodcutters had broken with the A.w·.u. and 
'\ 
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were members of the \vorkers International Industrial Union. Jenkinson and 

some others werf' enthusiastic, but I had misgivin.e;s, for I knew that few of 

that mnber really understood that there was a class cleavage. They were what 

they were before, only that they gripped the idea of a system of better unionin. 

In that there was hope. 

The afternoon meeting was large a➔ laboured to deliver a lecture on the 

academic side of Industrial Unionism. I pointed out with emphasis that they 

would have to divorce themselves frcm the Capitalist policy as contained in 

Keene's speech. Made it clear that the political State was nothing more than 

the executive administration of the Capitalist System. A good many pamphlets 

were sold and as men had time to study them in their quiet eveings I was sure 

that e;ood would result from my visit. 

We did not hurry away, but spent several days going from man to l'lla.n at 

their work and enjoying lon~ talks with them as they rested every now and then 

under a little shade between their spasms of heavy axe work. I took up a spare 

axe and did a 1 ittle chop;1in1:1: for I was reared on the border of a forest, and 

had had much practice. It was physical organi~ation and created a good 

:iat e ssion. for few organizers that the A.W.U. sent along ever visitei the men 

at work or ever took an axe in hand. They had divorced themselves from work 

when they stepped into the union job. I was only away from my job for the ti.lie 

being, and I feared that I should not receive much for being away from it. My 

fears were well founded. 

The A. ',,J.U. organizer, ••rho did nothing but camp on the job, was powerless to 

off er resistance to the m;:irch of the W .I. I. U. He enjoyed a princely livelihood. 

The days nii :!ht be hot - a hundred and fifteen in the shade - but it never 

scorched hi..'11. He remained in the shade. Like Mick Co!Jtel lo he was a man of few 

wor:ls and little action. Behold what dummies wonn their way into official 
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positions in the unions and the Labour Party. 

There was a bunch of men camped further out than the main camp, and the 

comrades were anxious that they should hear me and be persuaded to join with 

them. We took possession of a velocipede and in turns worked the lever am 
raced along at the rate of ten miles an hour. It was a good meeting, and the 

woodcutters were impressed. They promised to abandon the i.i,,r.u. and join with 

the rest of the bunch. For all that Reynolds hung on. His seven pounds a week 
/ 

was reachi~~im re~ularly. 

"You should be here when we shift ca.mp aP-;ain", said Humphreys, one of the 

pioneer woodcutters. "It is the hardest part of the work. We have a square 

mile allotted to each of us, and as timber is scarce in the desert it does not 

taken long to cut the blocks off. A special train of trucks is sup~lied and we 

pull down and pack up. The engine showers sparks as she strains to her load, 

and the sparks scatter by the million and fall in imumerable quantities on our 

helonP:ini?;s. It's a case of being ready to fight a blaze at any 5econd. We have 

holes in nearly everything we possess, and they are from sparks. The miners 

scarcely know how our part of the labour of producing gold is performed. 

Kalgoorlie is a bi_~: town - ~etter than Broken Hill any time, but it is not for .-. 
the woodcutters to know town life. Who would have thought that fin4ing gold 

.. 

' . . 

at Coolgardie nearly thirty years before would have provided life for the men and 

women of this generation? I am reminded of that poem, "Hassan or tbe Camel 

Driver" where it is mid - "Curst be the gold andsilver i.,hich persuade 
1.feak men to follow far fatiguing tradel 
The lily peace outshines the silver store, 
And life is dearer than the ~olden ore; 
Yet meney tempts us o'er the desert brown, 
To every distant ma.rt and wealthy town." 

"It ·was I, the fool that I am, that left the Goulburn Valley in Victoria 

to come to this desperate place. It1 s my home now, and rough as it is I am 

sort 11f setthid to it. It is marvellous how a man can chanq:e bis home place for 
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something a thousand ti.Jiles behind it, and settle down. You will ■eet men who 

left the other States when times were bad in the nineties to rush to Coolgardie, 

who are still on the goldfields of Westralia, who have urried and rearecl 

families, to manhood and ,omanhood, and never make effo.rt to return to the better 

and brighter places. Ned Hogan is an exception. He camped and cut wood, got 

to check weighman, became secretary of the woodcutters' union, and when we took 

out 11embership in the A.W.U. cleared back to Victoria engineered hia way into 

ParlLl.aent and is destined to become the leader of the labour Party. But mrk 

my words, Wilson old boy, the time will come when he will wish to God that he 

was back "swinging Douglas" again. 

"I am no prophet, but, mark ny words, the war has produced a set of 

conditions that will move us a few degrees round the vicious circle. Hogan ha;j 

just got to his position when the crash will be on us, and he'll wish to Chri1t 

.. 

that there was a new Coolgardie before he is thro~h with Labour Pelitics in 1 

Victoria. This life is rough, but I don't desire to return to the hard time• 

that I remember. The aines are going down, but they' 11 produce gold for a goQCi 

many years yet. · I have "swung Douglas" for fifteen years and I I d be lost witbou~ 

a.n ~ e in my hand so I aust hew my way through life to the end, and. say with 

Ned Ke 1 ly, "Such is life." 

I met men of little learning, but possessed of real co1111110n sense, whose 

company I enjoyed. It was with a cer'tt\in a11ou.nt of regret and s0111e severe 

blisters on my hands tbat I left Kurrawang woodli.ne for the Golden City again.". 

It was the end of a terrible day - heat, dust and perspiration - that 

Arthur Jenkinson and I crammed ourselves with twenty more into the only box car 

on the train. The train steamed slowly over a bumpy line and sOMewhere about 

one o'clock in the morning stopped at Kurrawang. Others laboured to gain a 

1 i.ttle more slpep before the main line train should come along and pick them up. 
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I was disgusted and somewhat impetuous. I prevailed on Jenkinson and he agreed 

that we mightwalk and reach home before daylight. We could then go to bed 

comfortably and enjoy a peaceful sleep for a few hours at any rate. The air was 

sultry, and we perspired as we had done, crowded in the box car, but we ploddef 

along. The lights of the Golden Mile shone through the sultry atmosphere. 'AbeYe t: '. 

the towns the lights of industry were shining over mills and ore dl.lllps. That 

which was a dead wilderness for a million years, perhaps, had for a couple of 

decades given life and living to ten thousand miners and shopkeepers and enormous. ~-· 

'"' -i" 

dividends to shareholders scattered through every country. Groups of capitaliat1 :, • 
!' 

•· who had been warring against one another for four years and over were not 111eeti.ag ,, 

and shaking hands around board tables, mana.t:?;ing and dividing, and a~ain as Ned 

Kelly had well said - ''Such is lifel" 

The spurious police seemed to be well info!'llled as to what was going on, al'MI 

did not visit Jenkinson's house till they knew he was settled at home. He and I 
were sitting in the front room talking with a few others when one of these worth~ 

less wretches called. I heard him ask for Jenkinson, and hurried to the door. 

"Oul- and away'', I urged, "or you will be carried. You and your ilk hav,no 

. 

. ' 
' 

right here. --~· 
I rejected. them in war time, and in peace I am not going to pestered. ,' 

Jenkinson is here, and here he will remain as long as he can make a liv~ in 

Kalgoorlie. He has been here since soon after Paddy Hannan found gold and made 

the place, and here he will remain." They left, and it was l!ood for them that 

they had. I had the axe behind the front door. They were without authority, and 

I would have taken them accordi n,dy. 

\.ve were not without information. One of the members of the Returned 

Soldiers' Association was full or sympathy for the cause of the O.B.U. but he was 

compe1led for certain privileges to remain with those who had fought and thought 

the ccrnntry was theirs. He kept us well informed, and we were fortified with a 

know]edge of ·: h.'lt ;..1<1s e;oing on. Truly to be fore'.rarned is to be forearmed. 
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I addressed more meetings in Burt Street, and attracted audiences as large 

as those of the election campaigners. Politicians were there froa every State, 

Federal and Stat9'tenbers were busy labouring to get Hugh Mahon back into the 

Federal House. T0111. Ryan, the great Premier of Queensland with whOlll I fought oa 

Koroit Show Ground when we were boys, Mid( Considine, the revolutionary politi~ 
~ . 

ian from the Barrier, Frank An;sty, the fiery labour man of State and Feieral 
"' 

{: 

: ,, . 

politics, who had written "The Kin.!l;dom of Shylock'', "Red Europe", and'Money Power'J ' 

Ned Hogan, erstwhile woodcutter, check weighma.n and union secretary, politiclaJi · -

affll labour leader. They were a wonderful ~a laxy, and I but a bUJnb le 1,ocialist · :.· 

and industrial union propagandist.. I knew Considine when he was nothing, and 

Tom Ryan when he was a . boy. Little did I think in my young days that he would . 

become Premier of a State, and I a propagandist, yet it was se. 

The returned soldier mob, and spu:rious policemen were in attendance at t:be 

political meetings interjecting and questioning. They were detenalned t:hat _a 

man who had said such frightful things about the dear old aotber country shoul. 

never be allowed to enter politics again. Truly, said Draper, "Patriotism i~ 

the firs·t delusion of a simpleton and. the last refuge of a knave." Iaboucherl 

kn~where the flag of England flew. 

It was the night before election day. The crowd in Burt Street; Boqlder/ -

was enoraous, and I had •Y full share, Comrade Jenkinson sold a fair a■ount ef "­

literature and other comrades worked to make the meeting a succesa. Th~y were 

fnthusiastic when they saw such a number round our meetine: on such an exciting 

eveninp;. I spoke ti 11 late, for I was encouraged and in ~ood form. At last 

the Labour Party meeting ended, and rnore and ntore crowded to hear me. I had 

spoken for two and a half hours. I was known as a longwinded speaker, on Yarra 

Ban!,, Sydney Domain, and in Botanic Park, but on this night I left my old self 

far behind. I considered that I had no equal till I heard Steffanson, the 

explorer, in ,\ de hide Town Hall. He talked for nigh three hours, and I gave 
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hi,n the belt. 

Back in Kalgoorlie we discovered Cannan Street crowded. Rn-n, Hogan, 
(!. 

Considine and Anis\Y were all doing a second turn. I met Mahon, and gaTe him 

a handshake. "You have abundance of help", I said. 

"I need it, Mr. Wilson, I need it", he answered. 

Hugh Mahon was ~rowine; ol~, but he was no proletarian, by now. Hi1 • 

recor4 Wc\3 a long one. He was known from the time of 9arneil till he cursed 

the British 0npire on that fatal Sunday afternoon on Richmond Reserve. I had. no 

interest in pure and simple Labour Politics, and it mattered not to me wllether 

Mahon or Foley ~ot in, but I favoured Mahon because of the way he wa~ being 

treated. It was a personal favour and not at all a political one. 

the last speaker, and as the Town Hall clock struck twelve he concluded a 

powerful oration. 

The campaigning was over. It was now election morning. We went to becl, 

and woke to the march of hundreds and hundreds on their way to the polling hoeth. 

Ni.~t came and the la test figures gave Foley a substantial lead"! There were 

many returns yet to come from outlying parts, but I feared that the Flllpire 

· propaganda bad done its insidious work. Mahon would be a "goner". :. Ad:diti\lnal-
.... ..,. 

figures dribbled in but Hughie was being left further and further behind• It 
' ' £ . ' ~ 

~s the middle of the following week, J~nkinson and I had just come home from a; 

meeting in Burt Street. We went to the returning officers I room for a glim•pst 

of the latest figures. Hugh Mahon and his campaign director ·were there. 

"It 1 ooks hopeless now", said Mahon. 
,. 

"Don't £rive up hope yet, Hugh, K~en admonished. "There are returns to 

come from a couple of outlying parts, and as they are nearly all Catholics in 

those parts you should ~et a substantial lift up." 
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So reli~ious votes were bein,!!; used to further labour Politics. I had 

known it for many years. The most po'.,.,erful InternationaJ political machine 

ha<l been workinr for years to force the hands of Australian Governments to 

rrrant money to finance denominational schools. Ever since that day that the 

Victorian Goverl'lfflent - the first in · Australia - declared for education "free, 

secular and compulsory", the Catholic church took up the g~untlet and fought 

and intrigued for what it considered its rie:ht, and here the tables were being 

turned. The vote was being relied on to help in a ma.n who claimed through his 

party to represent the proletariat. The last figures came to hand, and poor or 

rich old Hughie became a back number. The Interstate politicians departed 

amidst boohooing and groans from the spurious policemen and returned soldiers. 

I was kept on for a few more weeks and put every effort into my speeches 

and was considered to have done ·much effective speaking. One man, not a fool 

by any means, approached me quietly one day, and said: - "I have bea!"<'d '. them. 

all, Jack King, Tom. Mann, Charlie Reeves, Mick Sawtell and others, but I can tell 

you honestly that none of thel'l have had the same effect on the mind of the ,lave 

as you h<lve. I am-amongst them day by day and I heard' their converutions. I 

wished we bad a hundred like you in Australia." 

I did not feel flattered. I had worked to have a good effect ud was 

pleased indeed to learn that what I intended was being accomplished. 

Christmas came, and Jenkinson and I walked andJtalked before dinner. As 

we walked down Hannan Street, we met George Steer. George was an elderly man, 

but one of th~ most genuine that had ever been attracted to the revolutionary 

movement. In En~land he had a record. He had worked and tramped in Canada 

and U.S.A. and in Australia he always sought the revolutionaries. We enjoyed a 

talk, and Jenkinson invited him to dinner. In the evening, at George's 

invitation, ,.,re visited a picture show. It was the first of its kind that I had 
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found time to attend for several years. I enjoyed the recreation. 

There was trouble at the Lakeside woodcamp. The cutters had ordered 

beer for Christmas, but only a small quantity had been sent out. They refused 

to start after Bo~ing Day unless they were given a better booze up. Mick 
. ,t, 

Costello hurried to the field of battle, and a JDAssage was sent to us. 

to leave in the morning. Bull Callahan used to come in and out, but he was 

less active than he had been. I was glad of that for I did not form a very 

good opinion of him from the start. Bull belonged more to the school of . 

criminal syndicalism than to the W.I.I .U. Jenkinson urged him to accompany me, 

but Bull would not. Jenkinson decided to accompany me instead. 

We trained to the mine area, and walked to lakeside, only to be inf'o:med 

that there was no train leaving for the wood ca.inp. "We' 11 go all thf"saae", I • 

said to Jenkinson. He murmured something about the heat and the long wa,y~ but 

decided that the occasion deman.ied our presence in opposition to Costello. On 

and on we walked to a point were most outfitting was done for one of the 

Hampton Plains mines, or wild cats. From there we kept on till we came to 

where a railway man was camped with his family. After a prodigious drink of 

wa_. we were invited to afternoon tea, or a dinner I should call it, for ~ 

were fed well. Strengthened and rested we soon set out to complete the journey. 

Arriring at the delegates camp in time for tea we went with him to the boardiag 

house, and if ever a woodcutter ate a meal to beat what I ate that night I wait 

to meet him. 

Our delegate 1,1as well supplied withaamping outfit and blankets. He had 

bought from men who, from time to time, got disgusted with the hard work under 

a slllllfter sun, and sold their camp outfits cheaply. 

Jenkinson and I made down beds in the open, and taking a bucketful of water 

from a tank, I stripped and bathed before turning in. In the morning I was 
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refreshed and fit for any job or walk, but Jenkinson, although in the 1.>/est 

for twenty odd years, w:is not a practised walker. He suffered terribly, but 

w:lS astir betimes. After breakfast we ~ent amongst most of the men, but they 

were adamant. The eompany had not treated them as they should have been 

treated and they were going to town for their Christmas booze. Two 11en offered 

us their camp till they returned, that was if we desired ~o stay that long. 

Jenkin3on did not feel equal to a sudden return so we accepted the offer and 

decided to camp for a day or two. All was quiet. Axes were not ringing 

through the bush. We engaged in short walks and explored the bush where men 

delved in terrible heat. Then we crossed Lake Lefroy to the old mining place 

where I had once known life and energy. The "Butterfly 11 was no longer a mine 

of the boom days. It had long been closed, and the camp was entirely deserted. 

When I enjoyed the excitement of the boom, I "~snot a student of economics, and 

never knew that such a man as Kar] Harx had blessed this planet with his 

presence. Now I was for talking about him, and endeavouring to get as many men 

as possible interested in his theories. 

We knew that the woodcutters would not return to camp in less than a week, 

and did not desire to stay that lon~. 1ve made ready for a return to Kalgoorlie. 
,,..._ 

A train was loaded and made ready to leave one night and we were on top of one 

of the trucks. When we reached the place where the railway lllc:'ln was camped, who 

had succoured us on our way out, the train was joined with a few trucks that 

carried logs for the saw mill' at Lakeside. Here was mounted a log carriage, 
D ~ 

and on top of a dozen ~s rPsted and slept a~ the train steamed slowly along. 

r/e rested for the day, and at night visited the hou~e of a sympathiser. He had 

been in business for a number of years, and had accumubted a goodly sum of 

money. ivhen the war came he feared that he might lose it in scme speculation, 

so he concentrated on property. His home was all that a home ought to be, 

but the lessening of the gold production caused property to fa11 in va]ue, and 
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he regretted that he had not put his money into war loans instead. I sat on 

the h.wn arrl yarned with him, while Jenkinson, still tired, went to sleep in 

his chair arrl slept soundly till disturbed to join us in supper. 

"Wilson can wa] k as well as talk", he said to our host, "and I can a 

little, but when it comes to miles and miles I have to admit that I aM not the 

man to keep up to the likes of him. 11 

We went home at midni~ht and both of us were glad enough to get to bed. 

I had done all that I could to help on the work of Socialist and Industrial 

Union propaganda, and detennined to return to Adelaide. I was urged to stay, 

but so far had only received a little money each week to send to my family, 

and there was not sufficient in the exchequer of the organization to a] low me 

even that for long. I figured on joining my family on New Year's night. I 

went to the station and learned that I could book a berth as a passenger had 

cancelled his, and I was the first to enquire for it. I had no cash, so had 

to seek a pawn broker for the first time in life. I pledged a cha.in and ring 

and thus raised the fare. I never recovered them. So they went all for the 

Cause. 

As we walked to the train a man singled me out for conversation, and .... 
informed me tha.t he was well supplied ,-,J.tli notes, but they wet'e not negotiable 

~,,,._af-,l-
&fH:'.1 under certain circumstances, therefore risky to handJe. Some time later 

an Afghan gold buyer ~s re;,orted to be on the way to the field to buy illicit 

gold. The make up was excellent and many 'w"ho possessed gold parted with it for 

spuritn1s notes. !Jne man 1\/ho possessed some property interests, ,lnd whose 

in the orchestra in the theatre on Sunday evening ·.,as what some might caJl a 

"B:it of a Socia1ist". But to me there , .. ;as no such thing as na bit of a Social-

ist." One had to be al] out~ Socialist, or not one rtt all. Socialism was 

somethine: ab,:iut 1..rhich there :,0111d be 1.11..1 equivoe'.? .. tirnr. One h;:d. to underst::i.nd 
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thorou~hly that society stood divided. Th:it there is a clasc; strug,e;le,and 

proceedinr: from th~ t basic knowledge, it had to be admitted that the difference 

between what the workers received from the product of their labour and what the 

employing or a.ming; class divided meant wages and profit. I had summed up that 

the basic principles of socialist belief were the class stnuggle, the commodity 

!tatus of labour and the theory of surplus value. There was no other ground 

basis. There is no room in the Socialist movement for people who talk 

Christian Socialism or State Socialism or those who put their property interests 

in front of their Socialism. 

The man referred to was passinR; through a crisis. Like many another, he 

had fumbled on the Hampton Plains boom, and bow was filled with regrets. He 

pi tied me, but his pity had no cash value. I and ntany others could sacrifice 

for the cause, but the cause was secondry with h~n. Like Henry Lawson I could 

say "I have battled myself and you know, you camps, what a man 
in the Movement goes through. " 

One of my felllM' passengers on the train was an elderly man. .ve fell into 

conversation. It ~s a hot journey, extremely hot, over the Nullabor Plains, 

and over the sandhills arid tableland. It reminded me of the days that Jack 

·--· Arnold and I h..1.d tramped the track from Tarcoala to Port Augusta in similar 

weather. I like the train ride better. 

The old man told me that he had lost n~arly his all in the land boom and 

financial crisis of the early nineties, and as soon as Coolgaride was found 

thi.thcr he h ·1,;,;tened. HP. h;1li lived the rou,rh life of tht~ e:irly days, lived on 

damper and tinned meat, r1nd Jrank condensed water sam,~ ~ 8 tens of thousands 

of others, but never let up. He made Coolgardit'! his home. He \..ras now takin(~ 

his first holiday i.n twenty-eight yea.rs. He would visit s <..1me oJd friends in 

odd places and return tc Goo 1t'!'.rlrdie, an-i there end his s0 journ on this planet. 
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He wou]d die as he had lived - knowine: little more of life than he knew when 

he lost his nearly all in the crash, and was compelled to migrate and s truggle 

to start again. His was the life of millions the world over, and the ~ that 

many more millions will live until they learn of the ~reat cause that means so 

much to so many of us and which means so much to tens of millions of the 

proletariat in all lands. 

Two days and two nights on the desert train, and I was. once more in Port 

Augusta. But a rare thing happened. The weather came up cloudy, and as the 

train sped down through the wheat lands of South Australia, it commenced to rai~ 

The rain was no mock. It rained heavily all day, and on that Mew Year's eveing 

when the train arrived in Adelaide it was still raining heavily. What a differ-
__,. 

ence t0 the travels of years before. When I came into a city 9'f my yo~ mining 
Ac 

days it was seek"out a good hotel whereat to stay, but now my wife was at the 

station to meet me, and had a home to take mf/to. 

I had come home with little cash but a determination to break through and 

make good in Adelaide, I had one hundred pounds locked up in a speculation but 

it would not be profitable to realise just at the time, but it was a backing. 

,·.,. I spent a quiet week while my transfer was coming through, ant then I was 

a full blown member of the workin~ class in Adelaide. 

I went to the waterfront, but it was a troublesome time. A sugar boat had 

arrived from Java, but the waterside workers had refused to discharge the cargo. 

There was an Act of Parliament, by which men could not be forced to handle 

ba~ed freight when the ba~g \-rei~hed more than two hundred pounds. The Java 

bags wei~hed much more than that. The boat Jay at her berth over the New Year 

holidays but now that work was nvailable no man could be engaged. Every effort 

was aade to persu.:ide the men to man the ship, but they were adamant. There 

was no other work. The .port had been cleared on New Year's eve, and shipping 
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was not nonn;i l ;igain as yet. Several days passed. The board of reference 

met, but the men stood by the law. As the law meant carrying, and the 

sugar only had to be slung, the ship owners were stubborn. It was a deadlock. 

At last, with the offer of a few pence extra per hour, a compromise was 

affected. The strike was over and the port nonnal. 

I was a stran~er, and for three weeks I was without work. Clannishness 

reve~led itself. I had to transplant myself with difficulty. All that stood 

in my favour was the fact that I had met three members of the union at a 

conference in Hobart, and that one foreman was the son of a man who had 

attended meetings when I was in Adelaide before. 

At last I broke the ice, I was initiated, and from then I was a busy man 

in iniustry. I carried and stored wheat after the manner of Adelaide ateve­

dores at the first, then engaged in discharging coal. I was engaged by a 

deputy fore111an for the Adelaide Steamship Company. 

It happened one day at dinner time that an employee of the company asked 

me, "Did you see Bill Baker eyeing you off as you spoke in Botanic Park on 

Sunday?" He described him to me, and that night I asked my wife if she saw 

a certain man at the meeting; when she answered in the affinn.ative, I said 

"That settles me. I shall not be able to live long in industry in Port 

Adelaide." "Don't fret", she answered, "he put a shilling in the collection 

box." I discovered him a regular attender at the Park meetings, and instead 

of boycottin~ me he advanced me to the main hatch where the most wa!!; to be got 

out of the company's col] ier~:. There had been a hold-up in the coal industry, 

as a result colliers wer~ following each other regularly. For a few months 

it was more like constant than casual work. 

It sometimes happened that in the haste to despatch their boats the 

company asked us to work on past midnight to finish so that the ship could be 

. t 
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)failed at daylight. It was not convenient to refuse, but it more than 

once involved me in a seven miles walk home to the city. '..a/hen it became known 

to the yard men that I had to walk betimes I was assured the use of a bicycle 

to spare my legs. For six months coal stocks were being built up and I, with 

timber boats and week-end cargo boa·ts in addition to colliers pos1es21ed very 

little in the shape of spare time. If there was a delay between the Gaming 

and going of boats, the mustering hours were so arranged that one had to spend 

most of the idle day waiting at the Port. It was good for me that I was 

unlike many of my proletarian comrades. I had been reared in a home and in 

a district where the child life of the individual was one of full and plenty 

of nourishing food, and that in addition, that I came from a healthy and 

vigorous ancestry. I had a meeting in Victoria Square on Friday nights when I 

was not working late, a meeting in the Park during Sunday afternoon and a 

lecture in the hall at night, at least three out of the four Sunday nights 

each nonth. In addition I had to keep books and accounts, read reviews am 
order and keep stock of the literature and papers. I was fortunate in that I 

had a capable partner who could assist me very materially and to some extent 

lighten my burden. I could turn the scale at one hundred and ninety pounds and 
-a 

was able to maintain that weight in spite of all. 

The Waterside workers in Port Adelaide I found very bac.kward as far as 

their interests were concerned. The Union was a peculiar organization. It 

was known as the Port Adelaide lvorking Men's Association before joining the 

'lfaterside 'forker .-, F'ederation. Its membership consisted iJf all kinds of men. 

There were publicans, stevedore company's presidents, and men of every trade 

and occupation whose names were on its boclcs. Even my foreman was president, 

and I gathered convincing evidence that the President of a Union in a 

foreman's job was compelled to give first consideration to the company that 
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employed him. It was a poor school in which to propa_i!;ate Socillism and 

Industrial Unionism. 

~, Interstate shipping company and a stevedoring company seemed to run 

the Port and the men were trained to give them all the consideration they 

demanded. i.vhere was I to find an· apportunity to break in? Slowly perhaps, 

but nevertheless surely, I was able to make an impression, and my words did 

not retw·n to me void. 

I attended the Union meetings whenever opportunity offered. The members 

seemed to be in the dark regardin~ their position in the Federation. The Union 

owned near1y three thousand pounds worth of house property, from which it drew 

rent~ each week, and the property interest was always a major one. If they 

joined the O.B.U., should they have to pass their property over, and did the 

Federation have any claim? It was my opportunity to speak and enlighten them. 

1 interpreted the Constitution wh.ich very few of the members were acquainted 

with and there it was plainly set out that. the property of the Branches was the 

property of the Federal Committee. It roused the members when they were fully 

sure of that, but their trustees tried to placate them by infonning them that 

t~ property ·was the property of the '.forking Men's Association. But as that 

body was now defunct, they were securely enmeshed in membership of the 

Federation. The property basis of the Union revealed itself, and an agitation 

got afoot. A ballot was taken to learn if the members were in favour of 

wi.thdrawin1!, from the federation. But again a diff i.culty arose. Could they 

le~ally withdra 14 by pr0cess of a brr1lot? ,\gain I was c1ppealed to. ,\lthou~h 

a man posse:3sed a good umlerstandin~--: .l w;ts f :-\r frvrn beinr_ r1 lawyer, althou,e;h 

rerhaps wiser than a good many of tlie111. M_v legaJ masters were Marx, Morgan, 

Maine.and Ue Leon, but knowledge gained from them was deeper and more scientific 

than the every-d:\y l;iws rel_:1 tim: to property interests under Capitalism. I 
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recommended consulting the union's solicitor for an interpretation. I had 

done enough to take a grip of them. I had roused them and many gathered 

round me. 

It was then that I could discover a way to break the reactionary crust 

that they were integumated with. I could do the work and was regular with an 

important shipping company. In that I was a worthy member of the Port Adelaide 

Branch of the Federation. I made a point of attending as many meetin~s as I 

could, but only spoke occasionally and then briefly. There were several 

budding orators,and aspiring labour politicians. I left them a full rein, but 

slipped them on rising to a point of order sometimes, or by asking a question. 

The members had to be taken from. where they thought and led up. I was using 

my best endeavours. 
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CHAPTii.:i< XII I 

It was summP,r time 1,rith a veng-eance, but in spite of the heat the work 

of the port had to go on, or rather be rushed ahead. It was a day of extreme 

heat, although it was the month of·March when word came through that Percy 

Brookfield, the rebel member of the New South \,/ales Parliament for Broken 

Hill - the most militant town in Australia - had been shot on the railway 

station at Riverton, where the express train stopped for breakfast. Poor 

Percy~ I had been privileged to know him personally. He meant well, and 

laboured to live up to what he professed before he entered Parliament. It 

cost him dear in cash to pay f .ines for offences in connection with his political 

honesty and outspokenness, but no one dreamed that it would cost him his life. 

He was an obscure man, working in one of the mines until the anti-conscription 

fight of 1916. He was physically fit, if any man was, but he ,,,as not for the 
,,-

was. He joined with others, and although he was not a man of learning he was 

a personality that attracted those who made acquaintance with him. He broke 

with the orthodox Labour Party, and said on a platform -,,ri th me, in Melbourne, 

on,.:?.ne occasion, that he would no more scab on the working class in Parliament 

than do so as a miner in industry. He was fined, and compelled t,) borrow on 

his salary or !!O to jail and forfeit his seat, and to silence his vigorous 

an.i mordant tongue he was nlaced under bond.. ,vhen the I .W.W. prisoners were 

in jail for long terms he busied himself on their behalf, and when there was 

an agitation for their rel.?.:tse hP. entered wholc)-heartedly i.nto the fight. He 

die more than the rub lie khow of, and when the Judge f~i.-.i.n~ inquiry recomm1~nded 

their release, he was one of the f Lrst at Long Bay jail to welcome them to 

liberty. l met him as he arrived in the city with Donald Grant and offered him 

my apprecLition of hig work. I could not st;c.y 1.on,~ with him then as I was on 
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my way to catch boat for Newcastle. 

\1len the Prince of '.'ales •v-as in Sydney I met him. The labour Party was 

occupying the Treasury -benches, and when the royal gentleman went to the 

country, there was not a Cabinet Minister to be found in town. "They are all 

away'', said Brookfield to me, "chasing: the b---- Prince about the country. I 

find no difference between Labour Politicians and Conservative. In office they 

fall to the bourgeoisie. 1' The country and the heads of the nation take 

precedence over the common people and their interests. How they differ from 

old Abe Lincoln, who always declared himself on the man's side in the fight 

between the man and the dollar·. 

The conservatives endeaYoured to entice Percy to their side, as his vote 

would help to oust the Labour Party, and install George Fuller in John Storey1 s 

place. That meant much to the Conservatives - there were many in their ranks 

seeking honours and titles - Storey, no matter ho,.v reactionary, could not 

reco111T1end men for honours and titles. The Labour Pa.rty \,,.,las against titles. 

Bert Edwards, M.P. , ,.,rho afterwards fell on evil days, saw to it that 

Percy was returned to Broken Hill to be buried, and supply that town with the 

greatest red funeral ever witnessed in any part of the Empire. Percy died as 
•''1!'!t 

he had lived, loyal to his class, and left a name to be cherished by militant 

workers no matter what their views of politics and politicians. 

Shortly after Brookfield's death I received a letter from Donald Grant, 

asking me to handle a book "Through Si.x. Jails" which he had written. Also he 

allked me to orgrlnize a series of meet i nr.rs for him. I rep tied en~ouragino: him 

to come to Adelaide, as the ,.,orl,ers in .'>outh l\ustralia had done much to ha.~tl!n 
.,~w.,"-~ 

the twelve men's release, and had co]lected a large amount of moen)1 to assist 

their wives and children durin~ the four years they were im::arceratecl. His 

meetings were like those of the ,\nti-conscription days - large and enthusiastic. 

fJ 
f 
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The W.I.I.U. instructed me to arranp;e with him to hand over a11 above our 

average collections. Grant was an attractive speaker, but a man of no deep 

economic knmvledge, but for all that he satisfied the enormous crowd that 

gathered around him. 

I sha.11 never forget his first' meeting. It was Friday night; the Lord 

Mayor would not consent to his speaking with me in Victoria Square. It was 

good for him that he did not. It was a ni§!:ht of bitter coldness. I spoke till 

I attracted a fair audience, then::bandoned the meeting and the crowd, or most 

of it, followed us up the street to the hall, where many were already assembled. 

"It is magnificent", said Grant, as I handed him twenty-three pounds ten 

shillings for two week ends. "It would be impossible to collect such an amount 

in the lc1rger city of Sydney at present. You are a born organi7:;er, and may 

your shadow· never gro'-v less." 

Je sold four hundred copies of his book and supplied many outstanding 

orders when he was able to send fresh supplies through. 

That ,.,ras not the errl of Grant in \delaide, nor the only money we were 

able to collect to help him. He contested an election as an Industrial 

Unio ist candidate at Broken Hill, and although the late Percy Brookfield had 

succeeded on that ticket aft.er he hroke with the orthodox, or official Labour 

Party, Grant failed. After the eJ ection he was appointed a representative to 

attend an A.ll :\.ustralian Tr;ide Union Conferenc:e in Helbourne, and he wrote asking 

me to or~:'lnize meetirn!;s for hjJn for six •veeks. Je agreed to pa:v him four pounds 

a weel< so lonp: ;):"l h~ ·,;;0Jie for 1n•l1_1,;trl2~l l!nionjsm. 

Grant was an attractive spealJ:r in a general 1vay, but a failure w-hen it 

came to a.r: qcademfr } ecture in ,1. ha J 1. One ~unday night he ',•ras to ] ecture on 

the "Chfra r::o Hartyrs", and restLng :1ssured that the meeting would Le good in 

his h;rnds, visited the to1,Tn ha.11 t0 list"n tL) Hrs. ,\nnie Besant. She was 
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amongst the world's best woman speakers. She spoke on lndir~. I '{cl~ inten~sted 

myse 1f j n her as a speal< er - from the point of view of oratory only. Her 

theme, nrndia 11 , was no more than a support for British Imperialism and England• s 

policy in India. Yet this was the woman that W(\S under a ban during the war 

period. Dickens said "The Law is an ass". After hea rin,~ her I was more than 

satisfied that the lawmakers and admj_nistrators were braying asses at times. 
'f\, 

Mrs. Besant 1 s lecture was timed for seveX p.m. and Grant's for eight. I 

~lked leisurely to the ha lJ after Mrs. Besant finished, but before I reached 

there I overtool< Grant with a couple of ladj es. He too had been at Mrs. Besantl 5 

lecture. I hurried him on. There was a fair audience waiting for him, and 

fearing that he had left for Sydney. 

He was a disappointment, all his energetic efforts as a mob orator were 

missing, and he but referred to a few points and assured the audience that in 

discussion I would be able to enlighten them further. 

There were other clodpated militants, not understanding enought to join 

the iJ .IU .U. but who desired to start a part~, of their OW'n. Grant seemed to ~e 

a man whom they thoU?ht could be used. They organized a meetin.£; in a hal,Yin 

Port Adelaide, and carted Grant down there one Sunday even~: His meeting 
·• 

was not a success. The collection was only a few pence more than four shillings, 

yet w-e were res;'.·Onsible for his salary, and he was not in the hall to help 

earn it. In that I judged Grant not to be stable, ~1 thou.~h he was regarded 

as one of the big and solid men in the I/,•!.d. 

,\ few evenl.mi:s c1ft~n.mrds Grant came to my house ,., i th a dozen type-

written sheets and asked me to p;o tbrou'!;h them with him. They ha.d been 

supplied by th()se who were desirous of usinti: hiJ11 to st,fft their show. the 

poUcy of the new party was to organi.ze a un i_ted front, and take in :d 1 ,rnd 

sundry \,Tho .,,0:1ld join with them on such a policy. I criticised it sev~rely .rn<l 
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almost made Grant ashamed that he should have undertaken to consjder it. 

Donald Grant was becoming a speaker 1-1i thout a policy, and aiming to make his 

Ii v:i.ng ~fi th out goirnt into industry ae;ain. 

His hopes wen: da.shed when a letter arrived from \. C. WiJlis, Secretary 

of the Coal and Shale Miners Assoc~ation, informing him that he was not to 

attend the conference as a delegate from the miners of Broken Hill. Not bein~ 

a member of their union he was ineligih] e to be supplied 1?ith credentials. 

That disappointment was overcome when he was supplied. with credentials from 

the Builders• L1.bourers 1 Union of Adelaide. 

The Conference over, and Grant having found a better bone to gnaw in 

Adelaide than elsewhere, returned and joined up with the United Front Party, 

and as a reward for alJ ,.,e had done for him, he set up his meeting a]most 

imnediately alon_gside ours. Ours was small for a Sunday or two, but the 

literature sales \,1ere very little small er th;in the avera~e over 1Qany Sundays. 

Cash was not rolling into the coffers of the spurious revolutionary party and 

Grant tired of it. 

Before he left, his quandom I. ;·:. i: . comrade and jail companion, Charlie 

Reeve, arrived fr001 Freemantle, Charlie suffered jail longer than the rest, 
•• 

and when he was released he was deported to 1iestralia on the condition that he 

did not return to Sydney before five years. He was •.--torking out his time on 

the way bacl, . Reeve w;is no longer a •.mole-he.irted comrade. Grant had stood 

for Parliament and R.eeve abhorred parliaments and politicians. They spoke 

together for :1 few ;w,d.ays , hu t when l\eeve from the pl;i tform ;:ihnsed (;rant as 

bcinp.: an aspirant for a "hum" rolitician 1 s job, i.:rn11t ,lc p;irt,~d • . lie joined 

the Ln.hour Party, became a member of i'a rJjament ann .:1 r.ity Councillor. · Another 

revo]ution~ry gone. 

Reeve stormeJ the c"i tarleJ n. s i._ t 1-:ere. He •.,-as a new type of speaker, and 
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half the Park gathered to hear him. He thinned out meetings but I did not 

envy him. Destruction was ahead of him. I knew from experience that his 

type of oratory would not find the same license in Adelaide as Sydney Domain 

might tolerate. He was not a compromiser, but he was extravagant and abusive, 

and his language was not that of a ·polished speaker. His boast was that he 

was a proletarian and he i..ra s addressing proletarians in proletarian styl~.• 

A man who owned a small lorry, and who professed that he was a revolution­

ary, and had been through .-:rikes and 1 ock-outs in Broken Hill, used to charge 

the W.I.I.U. seven rind sixpence for the hire of his vehicle on May Days .. the 

only P.,'lrty celebrating May ilay in the Park - brought it down for a platform for 

Reeve as he had done for Grant, and rejoiced that he was helping opposition to 

Wilson. Still I continued. l:<'rank Hill, who had been en,gaged in a Union 

organisin~ job, could only help me when he vas in the cit:,- , so that I was often 

left to go through the afternoon unaided. Still the stamina that I possessed 

enabled me to keep up with speaking as if it were an easy job. I pushed all 

the energy that I possessed into my speeches and fought the opposition. Many 

watched for si~ns of my breaking down, but they failed to witness such a 

hap_aening. 

Reeve's Party now that the Illegal :\ssociation Act had expired, launched 

the I.~1 • .-I. again, and many who one were members of that organization, gathered: 

round and helped Reeve. The N;=i.tionalist Party, thrtt c~x.u:lucted meetin,~15 during 

the war period and for a good while afte7 at last ~ave up. Reeve and his .. 

newly formed I .l. :. took ::10•:session •;:'>f the m~et"i.ng ~lac,~ \•There Rep.:inald Blundell 

and other rene.e;ades from the L1hour party, who h~d been hackled. and heckled, 

and this \·fas now a 3 full of excitement. c1 s before. He eve, who bitterly hated 

the poU ce for police action ;:igainst him ;i_nd his co] leaP.:ll/:·s in Sydney, confined 



a good p~rt of his afternoon ~dclres~~8 to violently abusin~ the police who 

attended his meeting and 1 istened for ,1n opportw1 i ty t.o make out a c;l se ar.:ainst 

him. His lan,e:tt,1g.e e:<ceedina- i-lll bounds soon hrou<.1:ht bLn into trouble with them. 

He was taken from his platform and hurried out of the p:1rk on more than one 

Sunday afternoon, and many netr.ative. rebels took it for a si~n that Reeve Wc\S 

the only man in the park who spoke ae;ainst the Capitalist system, and for 

th,1t he was to be prohibited from deliverim: his message. Just as there are 

more hia.ys of destroying a bad do~ than to choke him with porridge, so there 

~ere more ,,rays than one of e-ett.ing rid of a nefarious character, as the police 

judged Reeve to be. The Board that go,rerned the pr1rk enforced a by-law 

prohibiting: any person from speakinf~ unless having first obtained a permit. 

It ,,ras not sufficient for !'ln organization to hold a permit of a general 

character, but each speaker had to hold a personal permit. Reeve was denied 

one. for this he n:a.ined a. lot of cheap advertisement. He was a defiant wretch 

if ever there •~"'.:re one in ;\ustra lia, and :.;ent to the meeting Place. When he 

took the- rlatform the po1ice demanded to see his permit, ;ind when he fai1ed to 

nro~uce one they bade him get down. 

Many desert~d his tnP.""~t ing place ,1,nd appeared at the i,,: .1. T. U. meeting. I 
'fi 

wa!'l questioned and asked if I "stood for free speech." l cou]d scarcely seek 

it for myself .1.ncl denr it to others, whoever they may be, :-,o ;1ns·:ered in the 

affi.rma.tive. Reeve came forward and asked if I would permit hir.1 to occupy my 

rlatform. I should have denied hirn the rb:ht, but under the circumstances I 

conld not. i;1.,df' ,.r:,y for Li1i;. He ~poke for only ,1 fc•r ,11i.nutes Fhen he was 

appro~chP.d liy ;_1 ;-b~n clotJt.,-;; c-on~t:il:le and ordered quit. f·fo tri_ed to proc~~ed 
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This time he •,.ras taken to the city 1.•ra tchhouse. A f .ine 1.,ra s imposed on him, 

.'.\ncl he wns ~iven time to wh.i.ch to _pay. rle bei.m: ::it liberty for the tL·ne being 

defied the police on the following Sunday. :\gain he was arrested and again 

fined with time to pay. His two weeks having expired and his first fine not 

being paid, he W!'lS sent to jail. -It Wc\S the sif;nal f()r a "Freedom of Speech" 

Campaign. Many ca.1le forward and spoke with out permits. They were locked up, 

tried anct fined. Soon there were a d•;nen in the big stone house th.at stood 

in the olive grove. 

Out rtgain, ~eeve as defiant as ever took the platform, only to P-:0 through 

the Siime arrest, Luie and i.-rrprisornmmt. Otlu~rs follow1:?d him. It was approach-

ing Christmas time, and 2. wom~n of me.ans, who seemed to rc~ard ltEeve as the 

acme of r -~volutionary propagandists, came along :rnd paid several fines and to()k 

;ill th~ free speech fighters 1-rho had been jailed to her place for a h~,arty 

Christmas dinner. This lcidy durin.o: the ;:;nti-conscripti.on fight thought me the 

great~st of men, c1nd for .a time identified herself with the party that I 

represented, but being sympathetic, and not logical, became obsessed with the 

idea th.;1t I ,.as a 1·eactior'tt r y , or I too would have been jailed. She failed to 

realise the difference between subject matter and tha language used to express 
. .._ 
one'g convictions. 

At last Reeve was givi'!n anothE>r ~hauce to prove that he could ~peak nnd 

use becoming language. In "1n att.qck 0n the :~-~volutionary One Bi_g; Uni.on with 

~ rolitic"-1 clause, he w;1s challenp;ed to a de"hate. The conditions were that 

Clark w1~re that all the col lee ti.on - 1ea vin--~ us no thin."' for the rent of our 
. .,,/ 

ha] l - ,,.,.~_s to be h~.~ed to him to be sent to U .~, .A. tc, ,rnf:ment the figl,t L>1~ 

fund for th<> re1e::ise of the Centr<11L~ ;,ds0n c> r!'.'-. To _r-iv-~ no excuse for 

- . -.. 
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def au] t our secret<'U",' consented. It was a scorching hot Sunday, and the 

atmo~phere in the ha11 ,it n•~ht ·-ra~ -ci·ffoc :,tin,,. In addition I h;:i.d to bike to 

Port 1\dela i .le and l:.e there at midnirrbt to be conv•~~:-ed to Out.~r Harbour to 

start work on arrival there on an Orient mail boat.. 

Reeve led off, and surprised.me very much, I believed him to be a man of 

some economic knowledge, but the ther,1e of his argument was the failure of the 

labour Party both on the mainland ,1nd. in New Zealand. His .ras/b.lt a nep.:ative 

diatribe. It was left for- me to state the revolutlonary position from the 

vrorkin~-class vi.~wpoint. I. .:;aid "that it ·Jas a pity for his own sa.ke that my 

opponent did not say something worthwhile." In reply :1eeve said he had 

"ex.posed th~ L-1.bour P.'irty and that was something mighty." It was left for me 

to prove that it was not a qu~stion of the fanure of the labour Party, but 

whether the working class in tl1eir fiP:I~t for emancip,1 tion could afford to leave 

the power to control the State and the clrmed forces in the hands of master-

c]ass representatives. 

The deb,1.te over, I was soon home, cb:.1nged a!'l.d re;:,.d:,, for a seven mile bike 

ride. I had given the whole of the -'fonday - as I al. ,.{;:i.ys had to - to Party 

work, and on top of it h:•d to '!;C and work for ten or fifteen hours 1.,,-ithout a 
--~-

night's rest or sleep. l did not think th.1t even that could break me down, 

but time alone convinced me. 

The money · .. as paid over as ap:_reed, and great was my astonishment a few 

months later when i~eeve from his p1atfor:n in front of 't large audience accused 

m,2 1nd tlh~ q'.f.T.U. of k1vinn: pocketed t:he rrioney, inste,,d of sending it to its 

d~stin~tion. This in~ered rne ,rncl P:ave me a ,o:oocl i.J,?.<1 c,f th!:' extent to which 

a ;n,,n will f!,.) • . ..A,en j~;:i.•_ow; of anoth2.r. I rtdvertised th;,t I '.•rould produce the 

receipt at our rn;:,eting t ' e follow·:i n.it Sm1Ja:v. Feeve did not turn up to see it, 

nor did a t1)' one repr',!Sent hi:n. r-;ut :1 fter the mP ,·til'E J was informed that 



Reeve had made ;i statement that amounted to nothin~ better than a Yank~e 

ar,ology. 

[~~eve could not keep dm-rn to a lnnguage that would suit the respectable 

authorities of :\de I aide, and ae:a in wa.s in trouble. £i' ines , .. ,-ere heaped on 

him, but he heeded them not. He wqs defiant. 

It happened that the oversea seamen were notified of a severe reduction 

in their wages. Some struck i.n home ports, some struck in Australian ports, 

and others as soon as their ships arrived in port quit them. This dislocated 

shipping, and we stevedores were robbed of much of our work. I had grown 

disgusted with the dis~.greeable experiences of liviJ;g in furnished rooms and 

moving from one house to another to try and better my family, and furnished a 

comfortable flat, where I was handy to the hall and Party work, which was 

~rowinr. That,with many ca11s that ct prominent agitator has to meet left me 

short. My earninrs for five months during the currency of the strike, and the 

time it took to get boats on to their running schedules r1gain, left my earnings 

at Jess than two pounds a week. I could not keep on in the flat, pay rent and 

live on that amount, plu~ a small sum the organization ~ to me. I either 

lvld to se&l out or raise cash. I went to a weJl known money lender, and little ... 
did I realise what a burden I was heapinq; on myself. The oversea seamen's 

strike \,:as but the beginninp; of a 1 ong chain of indu~tri.:11 disturbances that 

ref1 ected th~mse]ves in the earnin,:,:s of wa ter~-ide i,'lWi-.ers, and kept me in the 

hands of the ]oanrnong~rs. 

rite ·~. , • Ne"'tor arrived with Lord c; tonehnven on hon rd. He ,,ias th~ 

(JoveriiOr Ge11•: r:1l .-] <3.;; _i \,. nr1t:e. I ...-a" fortun;tte cnou,<?:h t<, ose cun· a job ,li.~chargin~ 

her. .\s a coal hurni~
1 

ship she had to n~o1 enish her bunk,:-rs at Outer Harbour. 
,.h,,;;:., 

The seamen on the tu~ 1:-o~ts r e fused to ~•- ~~- lighter to Outet· H;\rbour, but 

th~y had t<) ]e3rn, like the Uritisl, $<~:1men, th,1t Indi.Etry is 01·gani'z;ed by the 
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Capitalists so thcit there is no true ),f"y industry of which men us<?"d once to 

boast. :3evera 1 trucks of c0a 1 froi11 ,1 ho;:i t discharging at inner- harho:ir were 

taken out, and a cran~ of men from amo,w:st the stevedores on the "Nestor" were 

put ashore to shovel it into tubs, thnt were hoisted aboard like cargo. I 

was not one of the g;:rng. There were, on the ·wharf watching proceedings, some 

members of the Austra 1 ian 5eamen 1 s Union, and with them was a man, (.;rhom I 

knew to t·e a-:;socia.ted with f·!eeve. They went out on the trciin in the morning, 

and at three in the afternoon werf~ still there without having been able to 

board shjp or come in contact with the men on board. At the afternoon 

smoke-ho, they approached me and asJ.:ed me to rieliver a messai;r.e to the crew. 

I did CJ.S d ,:~si.red, and informed several of the firemen :ll1d sailors that 

representa ti ,,res of the A .S. U. were on the wharf with money to pay their fares 

to Port tC'I a meetinp:. One of th,~ firemen sneaked ashore and furthered the 

conversation. The result W,lS that nine of the stokehold crew remained ashcre 

with the big bunch already idle. The Labour Party 1~_s in power in South 

!'1.ustralia, and they expected a lot of s:r1npathy from them, but the law is the 

la.w no matter who admi.'.'listers it, and th~ Ja~ .. never departed from by politic~ans 

wh.,ther Liberal or Labour. In a.ll States hundreds of seamen, for protesting 

ag<l.inst a r~duction of W;:lf!,es and a 1o•,r~rirw: of the 1 iving sta.n1la.rd were 

imprisoned. ~ven the notorious .l olrn T. Lang, who figured so ~rorn:i.nent ly by 

deferri n? ~;iyrnent of intert:~"'t to the .sn,o;l i.sh bondholders of the New South 

\Talec.i public debt, who ,Nc1s ;, Labour Minister n.t the ti_me, administered the 

):·,w c:rr,,.1..n•;t thE" se,vnen, and five !:m1;ired , -,~re incarcc1~:·1tecl in his Stat.e. It 

was an ;:;r7i:lricnr. for ~eeve t~i;it th,.• ;_;d,our l'oliticinns ,,~re trea8herous. 

Tnsteaj of '!O.in:1 ~1is political e;--:c:;nies :ind usin,r.t their· t.r,_•achery as an 

ar'::nn:~nt for lndustrbl Unionism, he concentr,tteJ. on me. Uis t')c!l who was at 

rl.::i.rbour th,_: J:1y 1 ;_,.rnrked disch,.,rr ... i11,~: th~ "~e~t0r", to]:; :1i.m of •tIY bein.i:i: there
1 
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and Reeve in his speech r\eclared nte t.o be one of the "bJ.:\ckest. of scabs" for 

coaling the "Nestor." I sourr,ht him to deal with him in my own way as 

workmen p.-enerally do, but Reeve and I never met. At the park, while the 

poli1;e were prosecuting him, it Wets not likely that they •,;ould let me to him. 

With nineteen pounds in f.i,nes accumulated against him, or six weeks in 

jail, he departed and was next h~ar~ of on Sydney Doma:in. 
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CHAPT~B. XIV 

Less~r 1 iphts than ;{eeve tried r.mrd to keep his L1.m;, burnlnr.:, but there 

was :in i ncr~asc in the si-:,;e of l)Ur 1ne,~t Lngs. The srect:-tcular characters were 

played out. I 1-m.s ably assisted, 1i<1t so much Hi.th speald.1w -'tS with other 

work by co!llrades who visited. us from Victorin. Our .\lfolaide comrades for 

the most part Sl~emed to think tha.t. is was sufficient to be members and lea.Ve 

the hulk of the wor!, to the old agitator. 

I struck more trouble. Satan always finds work for idle hands to do. 

/~ mar1 na!ned JamPS (;;1 \T'":t" '1"• r-/1 ' ~" _ .. (. J. ,u. (.:) , ,_.rho had b,:en ~ candidate for Parliament in the 

interest of the l..ii.bour Party, who claimed himself a revolutionary, returned 

from Pt. Pirie. There he had joined the ;,raterside :vorkers Federation. He 

arrived in Port Adelaide with his transfer, and soon was working. He almost 

i..mmedlat~1y her.:an to condemn the method of engaging the labour and of running 

the organization, ii:ld m0de himself prominent at meetings. He determined to 

turn things inside out in less than no time. He was eEtliusiastic perhaps, but 

Jacked understanding. Th2 conditi,ms thQt obtained in Port 1\tlelai..de had their 

couv.terpart in every port. There l<Tere preference men, and men who favoured one 

another. I harl known it for ye:.:trs, and had done much to help alter it, but 

it was a Lh:iur of \-rhicl: time and patience was require.J. Dull minds understand 

slowly. 

There had been an All Australian Union Conference, and Cavanagh asked me 

of offerin r; smne ~:u;m1e11.ts on the Confer<:;ncc, T consented - very much to my 

re,o::ret. He set out by a ttacl·ing the i\)r't '.dclaicle ,nten:iders. He said that 

11 ~11C i\~st them •.-,ere me:-t who obtained worl, , l:y buyin~ heer for foremen, hamlinl! 

back Dart of their .,-::i,,. es ,1t the 20d c( t.he 1.;eek, .:l.nd even lend:inr.i: their wive~ 
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to foremen." Such things were said in every port, and without any direct 

evidence to prove such statements. I knew it mear.t troubJ.e for Cavanagh, for 

there were a dozen members of the ·i.'.v'.F. ;:it the meeti117. 

One ni"'.ht towards the close of a meetinFT, of the union., Cavanagh was 

asked if he had made such a statement. •\s it wets within five minutes of 

closing time he should have asked for the questioh to be reserved for next 

meeting., but instead admitted havinr made such a statement. He was summoned 

to attend before the committee. I was summoned as a witness. Cavanagh did 

not appear. I was asked if he had m;i.de the statement., and could scarcely say 

no. He was expelled.. He souP:ht court ingunction but Jost. I was then 

& 
singled out for attack. All the ne,~ative re)(els of the Charlie Reeve ilk 

turned on me and blamed me for havin~ Cavanagh expelled from the union. He 

even went to "Truth" ne~vspaper and ,mt his side of the case. I had to fi.ght 

a lot of Ol)position and did fight it. Cavanagh made the statenent; that he 

did not deny, and I was a witness summoned before the c011U11ittee according to 

the rules of the union. I feared not the c]od-pated element that made a 

mountain out of a molehiJl, and Jjved clown their attack. Hebels are like 

C¥.istians - backbiting, double dealing. Still it is like dogs harbouring 

fleas; it keeps them alive ;:11,d c1wake, but where is the Socialist propaganda 

in such ;1ctions? 

The secretaryship of the 1-.fa terside :orkers was vacant. I was nominated 

against Joe Morris, but there were three others in ,~u,~ens1and more anxious 

for the joh than to get ri_,J of a re;iction::iry, and they nomi1F1.ted. 'T'he election 

proved that I W"'..is the only one in ttM field who mi_q;ht kwe been ahle to defeat 

Morris. Hy votes nurnb~red nearly e1Lli] to <1ll the other threP, obtained, and 

Morris wit!-: four in opposition 1-1as r~turn~d. So the r~:~ction,1ry ,,7::1sassisted 

hy rnen who pretendefthey wanted him ,w~ted. 
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Reeve's la st m~ctings 1.n .\delaicle were conducted through a very rough 

passage. His abuse of the police never r\~ated. Certainly he had suffered 

because of police evidence in the trial of the twelve men, but what he failed 

to realise was thc\t the police system and not the individual policeman, or all 

the members of the force is to blame. '·;batev~r the police system may compel 

the members of the force to do the police are not the Capitalist system - they 

~re but one of its bye-products. 

It happened that one Sunday afternoon Reeve was abusing all parties of 

the revolution in addition to the police, and most violently criticised the 

Socia list Labour Party. One of our manbers more possessed of enthusiasm than 

judgement became exasperated, and challen~ed Reeve to a second debate with me. 

Reeve consented. That was the beginning of trouble in our own Party. The 

debate never eventuated. Reeve laid down a set of impossible conditions, but 

the Sunday evenin~ after the challenge one of our tyro members came a.long, 

Several of us were discussing the prospective debate and he intruded himself, 

and demanded to he permitted to debate Reeve, I turned to him and said, "You 

could never debate Reeve, weak as he is in debate, for the reason, that he may 

be primed with all the information about the formation of the 1.w.1..f. and the 
:l!'P-

trouble at the 1908 Convention that brought about the split, and the acceptance 

of the non-political clause. If you did not k!low the history of the formation 

of the organization that he claims to represent it \o/Ou]d be a sorry day for the 

S.L.P. 11 

tleeve tool-: up the :tr,i t-1.tion f 0r a :d x: hour work i tW da.y in Sydney, thu9 

denyin,r the r~volutionary position t.lrnt he had ch.1mpi\.lned and had bee,n gaoled 

for supportin.e;. 

,v'ith Reeve out of the picture the I • .r •. ,: • meeting was at a discount. 

Someth,es fa.ir numbers attended, but th~ fir7of Jeeve left other speakers 
I 

feeble by co111p.:-i ri.son. 
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The \ 1• I.LU •1 most of whose members in U .s. A. and i~nglani were also 

memhers of the S.L.P • . decided to abandon the organization, and to concentrate 

their efforts throu~h the S .L.P. to propagate Industrial Unionism. I wrote 

the Executive Board, in Melbourne, and advised following suit. Negotiations 

were entered into, and E.E. Judd no.tified that he would visit Melbourne and 

Adelaide for the purpose of addressing the members of the W.I.I.U. He visited 

Melbourne, and wired me thate would be in Adelaide with the arrival of the 

S.S."Katoomba" on a certain date. I ~s commissioned to leave work and meet 

him. I waited till all passengers were ashore but Judd was not amongst than. 

I boarded the ship, and met him, a very sick man. 

He was far from a man in nonnal health when he spoke at the Park meeting. 

The audience was large - larger than Oonalcl Grant or Charlie Reeve had 

addressed except when Grant first ca.me to Adelaide under our auspices. 

Lat~r I learned that Judd's visit was not to enlighten Helboµrne and 

Adelaide comrades, they were alrer1dy ·•.re] 1 enlightened. His purpose was to 

place books amongst the German settlers of South Australia - of which there 

were a large number. He had bought up unsold stocksof The Kaiser(s Memoir~, 

of Von Tirpitz 1 s Memoirs and Ludendorf' s. It wa5 a matter of private interest 

and not the formation of a branch of the Soclalist Labour Party that had 

sµirited him awa:; from Sydney. I3usine~s methods had taJ:en hold of him. 
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CHAPTER X:V 

The Socialic;t Labow.~ Party bein~ a poli tica1 party, it was decided to 

contest a State election. I was selected to oppose three sitting candidates 

for the division of Adelaide. The Party enr,aged in very little campaigning 

until after nomination day, but during the few weeks the campaign was on all 

the comrades worked magnificently. .'lctive propagandists and camp followers all 

worked with equal energy. l'here was a Communist candidr1te, but I did not fear 

him. His policy was but a second edition of the Labour Party's. In fact he 

could have been in the Labour Party. He advocated a seven hour day., a five day 

week, a basic wage for all unemployed and m~de ever so many specious promises. 

There ~us nothing revolutionary about such a policy. Although many in the 

La.hour Party said that both Cullen .1.nd I would lose our deposits - the Party 

feared us, for there was an active committee of men and women engaged in a house 

to house canvaS$ and the thr~e La.bour Party candidates held many meetings during 

the last week of the campaign. It was not an opportune time for the S.L.P. to 

break political ice. The depression had bean on and many were unemployed. The 

blame wa.s shouldered on to the Liberal Party. Lion.el Hill promised that there, .... 
would not be an idle man in South Australia if his party were returned. Ther~. 

\ -.. 
was to be "work for the workless and land for the landless." The move was to 

remove the Outler ,-tdministration. labour and Liberals believed that Butler· 
l'-'h.to:. 

was the br~ on the wheel of business progress • 

.Judd tcaa aat f; rai eba,;Lw-Ltb bi s..Jii ra;~-::¼iQik,_ fte ~reel aeafJ ets - e 11d his 

t-nfaJR0QR <A.ii:,icm? \liiJI w ut..uly r11 cl i \I, ilu,t;c them; Jttdsi wrs.t:1 br:ctlta ·mddr;k 

zc:.a.a11h e{ a paz:t;3 htGI 11g cash, bliilt a :p1intu, till 1wmiat1., into m=re tban 

t•.1t3 F1>w:na1 1a1 cau~'.F&flh•• I 10µ?.!i:-,li: 4'6 h:iM fi:ot ln,:fht but 1 •l• u1e 

(ff tlil! &1lei.!•iOH ~m11tl11u lt::;&C ·lhtl'LbuUHI, heade'1 "A SGGIJS G,\liJic>Al'G". Tlnne 
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m-u.:..a-u:i:tta:o it s,,n,n:tt=::lJ"f,Jt w a -:J;-r.....---mtw-=a:t=e:ot t,}u t J a1ld attd his s s g;alJ ed 

--+..!:l::::Sµite.:...ef..::.JrnM' s filthy actlon .. ?L Lrece i ,ed ne,,1 ly=twice as 111a1ay :v-otea aa.. ~ 

It was a strenuous time for ~e, for I was a sick man. Just previous to 

the ~ction campaign I had been iJl with bronchial catarrh, which the doctor 

said I had contracted because I was run do•v11. Many years of open air speaking 

in all kinds of weather had told on rne :ilthour:h I was one 6-f- a wonderful 

constitntLon. His treatment and takin;'!: things easier for a time than I had 

been in the habit of doing: gave me an opportunity to build up and regain my 

strength and Vi?c:our. 

The labour Party won the election with an enormous majority but it only 

needed time to prove the contention of the S.L.P. - that whethe~Liberal or 

Labour it ¼?..s only possible to administer the Master class Constitution. The 

humpi~s did not disappear from the b;:inks of the Torrens, r1.nd instead of the 

b 
workless beint ahsor1ed in industry more and more joined the ever increa~ing 

tm~mployed anny, and the Government deliherately dism.issi~d ;:-:uh]ic serv3.nts. 

1 t ·,,as comin~ to the tL11e when as Marx ·wrote th::>. t "The •,rorkinr•-class 1 
. .rould have 

to be fed by the Capitalists inste.1d of heing fed by them." ',~ith 110 knownledge 

of '.'()] t-tic~1,l ecenomy Lionel Hill failed to realise that he i.,a s legisla tin~ to 

prop ,1 dec.ciyine: cmnmercial arran!!'.e,nent. The more he tried to piltch thin.gs up 

the more b·nominiouflly he failed. The misery of the vorl-ine; class continued 

to Lncrea~e. 

tint the L-1.bottr Party in ;·,o .: cr· ·_.rou]d ri.,l the vh;irves of blackleg L:=,bour, ani 

the unic:,ni_sts won] J be restored to prefcr211ce, I, t',l~rcfure., ,,_,,-,s opposLnP: my 
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mine reali~e what an insti.tution the Parliamentary system is. I could afford 

to ignor•.! th-~ir ignorance and bear adversity as well as they. ThiJy lived to 

realise t.ha t in a few short months the 1.ab()ur party was as loyal to the British 

Imperial shipowners as the Liberal party could ever be. Neither the State nor 

F'ederal Parties could act against the domina.nt economic interests of the 

Empire. I and my comrades in the S.~.P. had learned that long before, but only 

a bitter experience could convine the unthinking multitude. 

Port Adelaide was no longer the Port that it had been for many years. 

Progress was working agai.nst it. A ne,.,r pier had been erected at Port Lincoln, 

and another at Thevenhard a] ong the ,,Jest Coast. To those places oversea 

~teamers went and loaded direct, and thousands~f tons of wheat that was 

annually brought to Port \delaide in crafts to be loaded by waterside 1.,orkers 

were now shipped from the outports. · ✓a lfaroo and Port Pirie vied with Port 

Adelaide for a share of the State's shipping. Gantries were erected at Osbom, 

near Outer Harbour, and the coal that gave work to hundre,ls of men now deprived 

them of that work. Hore and mor,~ ships were burning oil, so that bunkering 

jobs, on which many relied ._.,ere scarce. Then the Rock Phosphate boats, on 

wbi,ch I had worked since before the strike were beu1g discharged by grabs. 

The march of the machine and imp!·oved facilities all round reduced the 

number of men that the Port would re(1 1iire even at its husiest time. It 

mattered little who got wha.t work rema.ined. There was scarcely a living on 

the waterfront for a qu;i.rt.er of the men ·,.;ho so1.1,'!.ht the ,.,.ork, and the rush 

~11-ie;td rnetl1od•; m.:1'.i.e it rl he 11 instead of ;i_ d0sj rah le pl,,ce. Nev.;1r in my ] ife, 

not even in the rwd, of the sunrnP-r on Klondike did. men 1vl)rk harder than the 

men of Port :'delaide. Gut foi.thful serYice, ar:d no storpage of work from 

1890 till 1928, for which the local men ,._rer2 directly responsible weighed with 



- 211 -

Port ,\delaije, the men of that ;·\ort were to be ·.,ersQcutect. 

In the "Hanchester ,--;.u,1r.:lian" ;:it the time of the strHe, thcr-e appe;.:tred 

a re~ort, and ,i 3/dr(Y.,,Ti:.~r ·.r,~:1 reported to have said, "that the nritish 

lml:'erial shipowners were definite:'!ly detennined to smash organized labour on 

the waterfront in .\ustralici. 11 The Jabour P;:irty claiming that they stood 

definitely for the creation of an ,J..ustra l ian sentiment allo,_,-ed the British 

shipownl"'r to di.ct.ate terms along the W;:\ terfront. 

The strike should never hr1ve occurred, but for a s.~t of reactionary 

officials, ,.~io by jue-:£Tling and frawl worin~d the i_r way Lnto positions th,c1 t they 

were never ca;,. 0 bl.e of filline:. ;"~n ,,>cecut:ive of opportunists some of whom did 

fon1 deeds to occupy their positions, ordered a. stor,p;:i.~te of <.-10rk to force the 

hand. of th~ t rbi tra tion Court to take a case. There '·-'as nothing int heir 

pl:-i.int that as~:ed for more than ,-,aterside workers were gettinr: r.1.t the time. 

Judge neeb:v, once a L'.1bour polibci.'l.n, like many another, took the case, and 

deprived men of cot1,Htions that ln.d oJ,t::i.Lned on the waterfront for sixty 

ye~rs, viz., time ,::rnd a hc1lf for a] l ivork performed between fivP. p.m. and 

midnight. The constitution h.id it dmm thr.1t only the !"ederal Corrunittee 

could order a cessation of work. Insteqd of ,lcting in accordance with powers 
-~-

conferred, the F'ederal Com;r,ittee called a conference. Delegates were sent 

from tevery c:tate. Most of them a rr-ived in Helbourn2 on a Th'.lrsfay norning 

tir~d from tr:we] and under other infl m•nces. They rnet in the .1fternoon, 

;ind not hav:iP re.'."\d nnd studi_ed the vol.umjnous "3.\v.:-1.rd, carefully took up .1.n 

Drp<:ident or th!:' >'ort del1ide nr,,ncll stood at the 1~~-te of the yard and 
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There wns nc1 work cluring all that ;,reek,and ship~ i,..rcre accum111:ttinrr i.n the f'Ort 

,,,;ii. ti..nrr to ship the new season's wo()l. On the <.;aturria~: ther.e '·'-JS a tele~ram 

orderLnf! worl- to ')ro~resc:::. The Con:ferenc~ :leleg;:ites h:id d-tscovered tMt only 

a few riorts hnd obeyed them. Sydney, tb;1t once boast~--•i of its stren'.!th l'\nd 

its militancy, had brou~ht about a-strike in 1917, durin,:,: the period. of the 

war, and for several years blackleg ]ahour w:-l.S predominant on th:\t '-vati:3rfront. 

A condj ti.on of the settlement of tl,e trouble in that riort was that the men 

air,reed never to br.in.e: ahout a sto;,par-e of \,rork, even if prevailed on to refuse 

to worl< ~h:Lns th~tt had been scahbed in other ports. :-..:ememberinl{. their 

crucifiction for several years, it ,,r,1s h,1.rdly to be expected that they would 

refuse even the Beeby -1.ward. South :\ustral inn outports 01 lso refused to obey 

orders ,given by the Conf er~nce. I did not ex:pect anythi n" better, for the 

Federation hcid not broul!bt unity into the Branches, Instead of a union ticket 

takinr members anywhere, they were compel.led to tnke out transfers and lose 

benefits that they had ;')aid into for years. Fe·,,r of the members knew that they 

,,,rere connec-ted with /lnythin,,. other than t; iei r !:,ranch. It il lone was t'.-,e 

Peder~tion to them. 

"·"'-
On the day, .September l.6th, w-hen we •,rere orderect to accept work there was 

a rock :,hos;1hate boat in port. Those of us who worked on them were engag;ed 

and \,,.ent to 1.:ork, expecti.n-2; that men w<hlld be seen startinir work on other boats, 

but ;it ten o 1 clock ~ ho there was no si,:,;n. :\t 1 p.m. '.-le looked fQr them 

but none were to he seen ;i.r-out the 1-rh:~rfs, and later • . .re learned that the 

in O\')po~.ition tc the "bllls" vot~d fqr 1. ri:-~fusaJ to rnan the ships. It wa'3 not 

union pd11ciples tha~p~r,nf'::ited them, hut r :1t}H•r c1. inr~o,-1 self interest. The 

rnistake 1as the "re~d.dent. 1 s for not knowtnc! his const.~ tu ti.on or fer fla~rantly 
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defying it. In any case chaos had been introduced by a vascillating policy 

ado~1ted by the Federal Committee. ·Je finished the rock boat on the Frid.uy 

evening, an,1 headn.o- that there was to be a secret bal1ot on the Saturday 

mornine;, I went to Port. The r;atherin~ of men was lare;e, and at eight o1 clock 

a ballot box was placed near a table in the y;ard. The Secretary sur~lied 

each member in turn with a ballot paper. I took mine and voted, althou~h I 

mortally hated the secret ballot. My belief ,,as in men who could assemble 
,f..u 

at a meetin.e; and divide and decaa.re for or against a motion openly. 

I had scarcely more than recorded my vote and ~one out into the street 

to talk to some members there when the ballot box: cmne out over the gate. A 

crowd of excited men rushed it and kicked it down the street till it yielded 

to rour-:h usage and ballot papers hef>;an to fly in· the wind. That was the end 

of the secret halJot. 

It was a desperate time for .\ustralia - the Capitalist section of it. 

The financial posit i.on of the Commonwea 1th was d~srerate, and only those of us 

·who understood economics could gaurc:e the situation. 'fool had to be shipped 

without delay to settle heavy payments on debts in London. It was the time for 

a wlill if the Industrial Union, that I had so long: Rdvocated, were in existence; 

but it 1.ra ~ not. The President, one i3oh ;hi tfi~]d, allowed far too many meetinis. 

The shipowners advertised for hlacklegs, and it was uot till several of us 

formed ourselves into an unofficial conmiittee and commenced picketing that any 

semblance of proper action began. It 14as late then, for a goodly number had 

i\lrel;\dy r!one in. Volunt,-·ers, th~y ,,.,ere ca.I ted. ft ·•ras thfl '1ef,inninr-; of action. 

The poliee ,{ere baffled, for althou 0 :h -··e ,ent about Gome of the wharfs quietly 

they J.id not know what ,.qg in our minds, ::ind ,,·hr1t we were reconnoitering- for. 

The no1i.ce Commissioner assurad the Pr~mier, a Conserv;:itive, that he had men 
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of days, and a number of policemen were placed at Robinson's bridge, so that 

we should not cross and intirnidate the blacklegs. They weri:tken to ;.1nd from 

the ConmounJ. in box ca rs - "armoured cars" as they were c;illed .• 

7,'ie were all called to a special meeting on Thursday mornine;, September 

There it was decided to march to the compound and pretend we would all register 

through the blackleg bureau. The police guard at the bridge were nonplussed 

and before they knew whether to let us pass or not hundreds of men had passed 

them and the others •vere surginJ!; behind at a feverish pace. The march broke 

up and the men ran riot as they entered the compound. Blacklegs assembled, 

were assau:ited and driven out and a couple of policemen were assaulted for 

interfering. There was a hurried rush for the ships on which the blacklegs 

were wo.rkin.e:. Men boarded ,~itbout permission and passed the constables who 

were sup;,osed to he on duty to protect the strike breakers. They descended 

the ladders and cleaned out the h.-'ltches. Hurriedly, without coats and hats 

the "blacklegs" climbed the ladders and as they rushed for the gangways they 

were punched and kicked. The police werepo·,,eqless to protect the master's 

proteges. Some men be.e:an throwing stones aboard some of the ships, but I 

inter:~red. ''Don't throw stones aboard", I said, "You might hit some of the 

crew." They desisted, and boarded boat after boat and cleaned the hatches 

of their scurvey 1.rorkmen. "Can I !_':.O back for my coat? 11 one asked of me as 

he left tl~e 13an1!>-aY quicker than he rn:ir:ht have expected. "No", I answered, 

"I am getting yo,1 a safe passc1f?:e away, but cannot guarantee what will happen 

of our men p:r<ls;wd -it. ,n en;-•_i.neer tried to h,ml it on deck. He was too 

late, so he rushed up the companion way onto the boat decl-., and disappeared. 

'J\vo men climbed the rope and lowered the oa.nw..m.y, and soon Lt ~fas carryin,~ 
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its full capcity. That ship too was cle,1red of an 11 non-union men. 

The c;ipr.;)in of ,mother shi.p rushed on deck with a revolver in his hand. 

A policeman seeing him called out, "Don't shoot, captain, or they will 

murder you. You are at their mercy, we can't help you." 'fhe Captain was nQ 

longer in charge of his ship. He only returned to his colJllland when the 

hlacklegs were driven ashore. 

The job 1.vas done, the Port Adelaid.e Waterside ,!orkers had made history. 

They returned to the hall and the Presidentrrdered them to a meeting at 1 p.m. 

He and some of his Executive hurried to Outer Harbour to reason with the 

blacklegs who were working ships at the outport. It was a prodigious blwtder 

to make, for it was not l;ikely that such men would be amenable to reason. 

They addressed them in the dining room at the restaurant, but only met with 

i.asu.lt. 

"tve will clean you up as we did the inner harbour thi!-11 morning", said 

one of the Sxecutive. They dared him, assuring him that they would have a 

load of coal on deck and boml1ard them if they dared to board a ship. iHMppoj.n­

ted, they returned only to fincl the hall crowded ,,d.th angry men chafing for 

the .,:-.$!d rage of battle. They·reported, and in answer to the challenge I spoke 

as I haci done in the morninq;. ~fy voice ranP.: out, through the ex.cellemt 

-I 
.f 

• . 3'. 

ii ,. 

acoustic properties of the hall and soon fifteen hundred men wer l" as one and ;,, 

the doors were openE'ld for th<".m to surge out. I recommended hurrying as I felt 

sure that Jervois bridge would be swun~ against us, and then our only way 

across the river would be to v 'J. l k the r .i i hm y ties. Others f a.vour.?d a 

spectacufa.r di 5play by marchin? up St. Vincent 'street, and ~atherinq, a11 the 

idle seamen and unemployed they could. /ortunately the bridge was not s,.rung 

against us and the marcl1 st,u·ted. ·\t Glanville some frtvoured commandeering 

a trair.i, but- th~ raiJ,.,;1_y authorities f~ cl riniY d :!111,T"'e held 11p trains for the 

·,: · 
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l.a 1:er i.n th :: m.-1rch 

we \rere soon lost to er1.ch other·. I had done much w,1_ :1 ld n,_r "in my time over 

rough country and fo:r 10;1ir sta5>:e~: s(ir·1~tb1 .:~s. I felt c1.t home in the march, but 

there •,•ere nic"rny that ;\ quid. sev•~n- n1il~ wall; was more t 11an enough for. Still 

they kept on. There ~-,ere fifteen hnndre;l or mor~ ran,r;j n,T from fiery yoi.,th 

to old rnen of seventy. \11 were nni te,l in their r,urpo-:;e. Here and there men 

hro~e from the m;:i rch to q-o into hmtr~e::; to 1,";l_ tf'r tcl["'S to drink. They did not 

ask for ci,,~s or !!·;n.sses. They ,1r:1 nk like Gideon's solcU.crs - lapped :::is the . ....._# 

',J1 w~re in 

s_ymp::i.thy ,_.rit:1 the union men. 

1t ,.m "'. a day of trial for the po1 ice force. Aft21· th(~ morni.nt::?: 1 s r-c1.id, 

Commissioner knew he Juct sometl·,inR: to fo1ce. Messages -re.re sent: to country 

St:-ltions ;:nd •ne·1 hurried t 1·•,'2'i1110rses to re;i.cb t;1e scene of :1ct.i.~n ere it ·-ras 

t\10 ]"te. ;;orses 1,r3re hur.ded to"- st;:i..-1dstill, and their ri__ders were without 
at 

dinner. The def en.Jin!! ;nmy was must ,2red and ordered/t,jp speed to reach Outer 

Harbour before the Union '!1,1.rch. :ct ._,,1s then revealed wh:tt J feared when the 
...... 

?resident and ;:xecutive officers 'ent to interview the blacklegs - we should 

b~ he1,l ur• till it 1,,1.s L,te. r::,e 1,olic-e, 3orte on horses, some on motor cycles, 

mor·e :in CDr'~ nnd ~n :notor trucJ;s p:~_~s,~d us 1.t Csborne, thcee mi 1 1::-s from 0ur 

destination. Not i n,y b.unti_no-, our· ;:~rmy 1;1,,, rchecl, some ti.red an,:l footsore, 

II 
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his quarrel just". ',le charged, and I was amon~st the first dozen men who 

passed under th·7:: police batons. H;1d I been struck with one u-.y mjnd was made 

up t .o revenr-;e it. I escaped. ':Iith an onrushing tide of detennined men the 

police were powerless. Some were knocked dm-m by frightened horses, as their 

excited riders reined them this way and that, but none \.J'ere seriously hurt. Witl 

Briradier Leane 1 s men husy in a hopeless endeavour against the tail end of our 

anny the front ones fanned up in an openinfl' between some buildings waiting the 

arrival of the rearguard. Police Inspectors, detectives and rank and file men 

waite~l "Tith batons drawn for the hec1vy attack. ·,fith some others I tried to 

pass through ;:i gate on · the railwa~1 platform in order to turn a number ofour 

men in anoth er direction and thus get onto the quay and frustrate the police 

but was rolled off the platform by a. youn1 plain clothes policema~. I ran 

along a few yarus and made a sprinP-; again. He oushed me back for · a second 

time. I got on the platform in spite of h"n• He then drew a baton. I pulled 

a stone out of my pocket and \.rarned h:im that the position was ourg,1for that 

day, and he would go home in one of the ambulances that had just arrived if h.e 

did not hide his baton. He hid it. 

-"~ Just ,.,hen .,,e ·,.rere ready for the final charge and about to gtve the police 

battle, a man called out from behind them, 11You are too late, boys. The 

blacklegs have been p..;ot onto tuP.' bcvits and are now in mid'str.eam. You c-.an't 

do anythinP, if you get onto the quay." l e hesita tecl, and he passed through 

the r.'Olice lines. ''I have been sent to tell you, and to ask a couple of your 

men to c urr1e :rnrl nml-~ sure of th· 

I. 
1 l tloi' 3 . 

prop:ur;1 n l 1 rl l thoug:,h I h :1 d b 1~en s uinmon~d to court on tllore than one occn sion, 

-:ind a.s m;:iny of tltem kn~•,r me 1,tell, they consented to my r ,1.ssin.r; onto the quay. 

Th,~i:-e I s2· , th~ P fr O mailb,)at H"l:1f3. hurryin~ to the .i_nchora.c;e so as to save 

. ····· .. .... 
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the big liner from destruction. I discovered that the blacklep;s were in 

midstr~am rig:ht enough, and ~ we could not engage them. I met the Brigadier, 

;ind every now and ,1gain ha 1l to pull the flaps of my coat pocket out so that 

he would not see stones. He was s~~eking Dickenson and questioned me about a 

ma.n with a white collar, but I rep~_ied by saying "All our men are in their 

working clothes." 

When we returned to our men we reported that there was no chance of getting 

at the "Brave" men who had challenged - they were in ambush. Our menwere loath 

to leave, for they feared that the moment we quit the blacklegs would be back 

at work. I talked to Brigadier leane and informed him that our men would st~y 

at the Outer Harbour all night unless the blacklegs were sent in. "I can do 

nothing for you", he said. \!e are here to ·protect Harbour• s Board Property and 

that is our duty." Darkness was coming on and many, tired and hungry began to 

evacuate. Many still remained. 

''I have had no dinner, and I don't know when I will ,q:et any f;e;:i if you 

fellows sta.y here", said an Inspector to me, "~•Jhy don• t you go home and get yQ-Ur 

men away?" 

At last, fearing an organised baton charge, one of our men sug,r:ested a 

retreat. Many were lyi~ on the ground behind us resting. Some called out 

"Hear, hear", and we commenced the lon.£: march home again. :;e did not de,part 

be'.-tten by any means as we ,vere afterwards to learn. It was feared that hundred-. , 

of our men mi~ht only have retreated cl short distance and in the nil!';ht advance · 

on the quay <lgain. They did not bring the men ashore to the wharf shed in 

huddfo in discomfort ti11 ,norn.Ln r; . •'.t three .~ .m. wheu thc.•y tho1t1.;ht all Wi\! 

safe. andquiet, the tu,~ hoats were ta~:e:i to Glenelg and from there sent the 

black le~s to ·, d~J ,.1id.e by tr~in. They even fe,u·ed to lancYtlir:mt ;u1ywhf:'re in Port 
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There ·-;ere no signs of train rurn1i._n,~, and I walked in c1 batch of a dozen. 

Th0re 1,rere many hatches a.!1~,·d of us :1.nd m:1.ny more behin.J. All talked about 

the march and the "clean up". 

·:hen , .. ,e reached larg~ I enquired at t11e st.J.tion if any trains .w-oulcl be 

set in motion that night, and was inf orrned th::i t as the men had held up a train 

on thei:r mardh out and searched it from end to end, the Railway Commissi0ner 

had, under instructions from the nolice Corrndssioner ceased t::, run trains till 

all was quiet. Just then the phone rar.g and he wa.s advised that !\ train had 

left Outer H,1,rhour with a load of police. I waited, and in entering a carriage 

was greeted by Inspector Nation. 

"Your knocking about the back country and your hundreds of miles ove_r 

routi;h country h<1 s stood you in p.-,ood stead, Hf", he said. "There will b~ many 

sore and achinc·: limbs toniv;ht. Seven miles out and that far back may not seem 

a long walk to you and I after our years of experience, but there are many who 

never walked ten l)jiles in one stretch. They are the ones ,-;ho will curse the 

march and the stri.ke am the "volunteers." 13ut after all you were not bad 

fe~ws. Anything might have happened and it was all so sudden that yotl had 

our men at ;;t sort of disadvantage. For the sake of the d;iys when I went tltrou~b 

a strike in Broken Hill, and my father's experience before me I am glad that 

severe measures were not called for. Brigadier Leane said that a couple of 

his best young men were badly l<nocked about in the volunteers compound this 

morning, r1. 11d that ,,.,e s .oul.d. L•_ve cvenc,.l th<1.t ur , hut for rne there 1're mishaps 

P-ven when tl10re is no fio:lit on. ' te don't rn ."'asure out person;:1.] violence to 

t.hose who r e:; ist us ,,,lien on duty i.n the cit:·, althour;;h our men fall in for 

rough h,md linP: :c: t times. " 

I ~:;is :in earnest aJ,out ::i. goo.:i supper .-:hen I reached home ? .. t ten o'clock. 
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My wife had no apprehensions, for ,.rhen we ,~·ere throue:h the police lines 

invest·L?;.cttinr: 1 telephoned her, and Cr\utioned her not to fear, no matter what 

she mi,c:;ht s~e in the evenin.i; paper. 

All was quiet in Port on the following mornin~. There were many police 

and detectives on duty but there •.-rere no volunteers on the ,-m.terfront. Same 

of our unthinking members boasted as if we had fou1:T,ht and won a great battle. 

l was pleased enough as far as we had gone, but my studies and experiences had· 

convinced me that the master-cfass are not too eaBily he;iten., especially when · 

they have Government backing. All sorts of men and boys were gathered into a 

sort of Githens Lea,e:ue, without knowing what such a _n organization stood for. 

It seemed hard to pump into the workers• minds that the State and the Cow,try 

;ire but other names for the Employing Class. There is no shortage of money, 

nor is expenditure too extravagant when Master-class interests are ~t stake. 

Camps 1o.:ere ritched and young men threatened with dismissal if they did not 

agree to go into crunp. 

It was a time of woe and misery. Never in the month of September or the 

first week in October had such a frightfu ·1 weather smitten Adelaide. It was 

bitterly cold and rainy for days and days, and the poor wretches who had never 

slept out on a night of pourin~ rain, like· Inspector Nation and I had experien­

ced in our time, were almost dr(.1\>med, and I felt sure ,.,ould have welcomed a 

charge by the desperate \-:aterside '-/orkers as an excuse to leave the camps in 

Port Adelaide and rush home to a little comfort. 

Prime Minister Bruce rromised the shipowners if t.hey di1 not employ 

union ) abour tU l the ne~~t weel, th,1 t he ,,0tlld enact leg is la tion and liC".ence 

those whom they might desire to employ. I had often lectured and written about 

the Servi l , Sta t e , but neJ. ther Hil.are 13e l loc 1 s book, nor "The Man and The 

State" by H~rbert Spencer could have any effect on men "'ho never thou'!ht on 



questions tha.t vita l]y affected 111e11 in the P:reat class struggle. Le.e;isla tion 

was enacted and a meetinc 1 ✓as held. ie refused to license. For what reason 

I }.-now now·, but at a meetl_nP.; the Mayor of Port Adelaide and the leader of the 

State Labour Party were surreptitiously broup;ht to the meeting;. Hill spmke 
'(;-

and as an old footballer tried sportinP- sophjDsms, and promised that after the 

next election if his party were returned 1.ve could rely on it that iniquitious 

Jegislation wo.iJd be rescinded. I asked a question and vaited for a chance to 

speak when the adoption for the report was moved. 

'Such a motion was never asked for nor moved. The chairman applied a gag 

hy asking all to vote th;it the Premier's recommendation be adopted. A.l] were 

bound to suffer the indignity of beine:; licensed slaves to work on the water­
& 

front and to work with blr1cklegs if need hf. In addition there was much that 

w,1,s intimid;-i.tory in the Transport !-let. Under no consideration did a union man 

dare a ttc1ck ;:i bh.ckledg under penalty of havin~ his licence cancelled. 

There was a [,~ederal Slection a year after the strike, but it made very 
~ 

little difference to the position on the waterfront. The finance:i::i position 

in the Commonwealth was so acute that there was but 1ittle.t,ime available for 

at1;~tion to the requirements of the workers, no matter how urgent. In the. 

~-L ~ 
~, there ,.r;-1s some pressure browTht

1 
... o be~r on the Federrtl labour Goverrupent, 

and it ended in a battle between the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

It made Jittle difference anyhow. Trade ,.;as so s]ack, and the work of South 

•\ustralia so distributed that many were neveryLnvited to go to worl<. I had the 

rod· ;:,hos:--b:1 te bo;i ts tn , . .,od, ,tt, but tl,ey ·,..rcn~ cornini': 1 n ,.-:nre ;111d 1nor,· n1rel y, 

and ":rnbs wer.~ in.st~lled to do th,• little tht some of us once used to p;et. 

The rosition of the ,delaide 11ranch of the Federation was shaken. The 

property bas:i s on wltich the union tho .r!,ht and reasoned had chanp;ed. The time 

for a conven~ent musterinr: r,hce ·.,r.:1s ye;1r~.; overdue. .\ conference o.¢:,tate 
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Branch delegates -.,ent into sessJon in Port >ugusta. At tha.t conference the 

Port '.delaide ,-Ielecr;;:ites urr,ed that~ method be c1.dopted 1•.1t1ich wou]d put a stop 

to men havinrr, to han~ about street corners for the grer1_ ter pa.rt of the day, 

and thus eliminate what Judge Hb;gins termed "a prodigious waste of potential 

human energy." It was impossible to persu~de the delegates from other ports to 

agree to action. I and my co-delegates fought hard, but the sheds were like 

the Rock of Ages, or as impregnable as Mt. Atlas. To .~et done with the business 

and leave the men in other parts of the eternal convenience of the· shipowners, 

it was decided the Port Adelaide be left free to make the best arrangements 

that would suit the port. So far, so good. 
id! 

At the meetine; when the delegates report~ we each emphasized the necessity 

for acting on the authority given. 1.vnen the report was disposed of one ·o~ur 

W1ion meeting orators moved that we muster from 8 a.m. till 10 a.m., and not 

present ourselves 1.t other times. The employers of maritime labour were 

informed, and immediately replied that under no consideration would they consent 

to such a condition. We were like 'Ibraham Lincoln when he showed hi~ "Pro­

clamation of Emancipation" t.:> his Cabinet. He did not seek agreement, but 

d.esired to inform them as to what he intended. 1·Je were emphatic. But it .... , 

did not end at that. Representatives of the Union were summoned to appear 

before jethro Brown, a State Industrial Commissi->ner, although we were 

workiniY under a Federal Court award. He heard evidence, fined the Uni1m 

one hundred pounds, and stated a case for the High Court. The High Court, 

•. 

like ;;\11, ot!H~r Gourts, t,joJ•. it~ time in l,er~r-in_;:r tl,e ca~c. \t } ,1st it eonsented 

to adjudicate FJ.n'.1 refused to give judg?-ment, as l~ro1-m had,penali!5ed the union, 

ttnta;:1ount to having judged the case and disposed of it. It was therefore 

returned to the Sti-\te Indu-strial Court for interpretation. Frown 1.ras on 

furlouih, J.r.d a. ;r,agistrate nilmed Bright ,.,as actinr( locum t~nens. He upheld 
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the union's action and charged the ship ownerc; one hundred pounds costs. The 

union money w,1s not paid, rind at last the bailiffs were sent to the union 

office. The trustees were summoned to a meeting, and as there were a number 

of interstate boats in port, they threatened a hold up there and then, i( the 

shi-powners ciid not withdraw action • . It was the end of the claim. For several' 

years the two hours a day for mustering wod,ed ...,.elJ, n.n tendl'! to eliminate 

a lot of drinking and depravity. It supplied me much more tin1e for p· rty -work 

and th,a t was an enormous consideration. 

' . r: : ' 
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CHAPTER XVI 

The depression was raging, and no matter to what union one belonged, 

there were tens of thousands of Australian workers without a job. We 

Sociali9ts had been warning the workers against such a happening, but they 

were ·not without faith in the Labour Party. In 19'.?.4, when the Labour Party< 

roared in :·high and low places that they would build one thou:9and homes fot­

workers in South 1\ustralia, and worker$ believing that in the end a ·La:hour 
;,J..o 

Governn.ent would prov¢ a house for every worker, elected the Party in a 

majority, not realis.ing that previous governments .· had been through a State 

. Bank building for all who could. pay the necessary deposit. For the Labour 

Partyts purpose the bank had· to be enlarged. John Gunn who was a socialist 

with me in Melbourne was Premier of the State, but he, aiming ever ltigller, 

soon passed to a hi~her sr,here under the F'ederal administration_. Lionel RU1 

rose to the Premiership, and when the builder of the new State Bank met 

trouble with his employees, Hill saw to it that the builder was protected and 

.the bank built mth labot.1r recreant to the principles of Labour that Hill had 

been elected to uphold • 

. hree years in office, and the· ~~hour Party out for three, there were 

energet.ic preparation for another return of the Labour Party; photos were 
~ 

ta.ken of Colon~l Li.i?;ht Gardens, the thousand homes suburb, and these printed. 

on one side of a poster; and photos of the hurupies on the banks of th~ Torrens 
.(_J 

011 the other. Colonb't] Light Gardens was boomed as l.abonr' s achi>!vement, and 

'the mh· battle cry w::ts, "land for th~ landless, and work for the liork]essl" 

It succeeded. Lab'our came back, the 'nte rside /orkers succeeded nothing, and 

the ] and less ~-vere just a,s much the victirns of Cap:i tali st d.eve1oµnent as before, 

and tte ,..rorkless were as far fn.,m secu.ri.nr:, n job as ever; the Labour Governnent 

( 

' . .. 
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ounce 0f my physic1. 1 energy behind my speech. During the next week I w;.i.::; 

served a summon!:; to a-;.)pear in the city court. The court was crowded with 

busin~ssi\and tyro magistrate wa~ secured. In a sma11 court room I was cha.r?,ed 

' that I did dare to address a meeting in 'lbtanic Park i,..-1.thout being in possession ;' 
' 

of a pennit. The young magistrate was snobbish and hostile. I was aggressive. · 
t 

I could have wished that I had him in Botanic Park where I should have had r 

freedom to addres!-< him as he deserved. At last he asked for the bf-law. It 

had been formed in 1865 anJ read: "That any person speakinir in Botanic Park 

without first having secured a pennit fro■ the Botanic Park Board, could be 

fined ten pounds or sentenced to three months• imprdtsonmu." That satisfied 

the novice on the Dench. He was a professing: Christian, and an anti-socialist.: 

He imposed a fine of five pounds with a ,~inea costs added. He granted a 

month in which to pay, but I assured him that he would not collect. He then 

ordered seven days imprisonment. I refused to allow· the rarty to be mulcted; 

and we-nt. in. It ,,:as an experience. Had I been left tG myself I sbould have 

'11' 
been like Ch;i, rl ie '\~e'J'e finished with fines amountin,.;,: t,'.) nineteen pounds, 

or six weeks gaol instead of a few dc1.ys. Within the p;ao] I learned how much 

environment plays on the i,-rarders, or scre,.,s, as the prisoner8 called them. 

The" ] ived in houses, the front windows fooked out on the hi.fth stone walls-, 

and the wives and ch:ildren of such mei1 1ook on when within an unfortunate man 

i.s bein.~ fb;i;et;ited., or ha11,1~ed. 11/hat 8- life, I thought, for a human being ·to 

live. I thou1ht of "The Man with th,~ Hoe" - stolid and stunned, brothers to 

tho~e, :1nd con,l 0ned 1'.ha t their w-ive.s mustt,e sisters to the brother to th~ ox.. 

he cre.:ited thtit c;.,1nnot fjrid someone r<2-:1,1y t,o fill lt. "Screw3", they called 

them, ':H11J thr:y (!.:-served their name~. The nri~oners for the mo~t part •ver~ 

cast off hy th~ :-~8.pi_tali.st ~,ystem, c~runkards, m~tho d.rir~k~rs and vagabonds. 
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Gaol was a h:1,r,:-n of rest for these poor dei?;raded w retch .. ~s. Outside they were 

clothe:s, eat a few regular meal~ poor as th~y were, and thu!'. gather a little 

~trength for another term of liberty in degradation. Reared in slums they 

never had an opportunity. My socialist convictions were strengthened during ·· 

those few days, and I was ll:!Ore determined than ever to fight against being 

silenced. But at a party meeting I was instructed to remember that I was not 

an anarchist, nor an individualist. I was asked to wait patiently whi.Je the 

party undertook to investi~ate, and make representations. In spite of it I 

seemed to hear a voice sayin,e:, "Speak, cry aloud'', as the Scripture .sais. 

I think mine w.:1s tbe only case tried by that magistrate. Shortly after a 

crime committefl by a high official of the Supreme Court opened thef way for him· 

to be tran~ferred to another position. Just after that I went to work for a 

mining company in the Mt. Lofty ~nges, and that prevented me f:rom being able 

to week..,.end at the Park on Sumlay afternoons. • Nothing came .of the Party's 
l,,..vw 

efforts. It should have l,i, be fought as a free speech fight • . 

The Board went further. They carried a resoluticn that (SVery individual 

speaker, no matter what party or reli~ion, he represented, ·mµst be supplied .... 
with an individual permit. 

I was chafing to be on the platform n?;c,.in, and decided that I should 
"I., 

retu#n to Melbourne. ':le sold up and the fami] y mov?.d on. T stayed another 

three months, an<l followed them. 
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Back in the old city, 1 found mys~lf :1t home c1s of yore, but not the 

same attention bei.n;'". p~id to '5IDCialist prop;i~an<la. The depression had 

atrophi~d the. workerst intere5t i.n anythtne: except the amount of sustenance 

supplied by the Government. This was meagr~, and the fight was only to get a 

little more. 

11~fan wants but Jitt)e. i1ere below, nor ¥ants thrt.t little long." 

The only way by 1..rhich a conservativ~ govenunent could be persuaded to 

increase the sustenance a11 owarice was by providing l-rork. The labour Government 

thJt preceded them, consisting of m:ir protege, Jack Cain, Ned Hogan, one-time 

radical in a wood .... cutt.Lri.~ .~an~ on one of the wood lines tha.t supplied the gold 

mines of Krl.1!!,oorJie rtnd Tom TunuicUffe, who had been in the Labour Party since 

its founctati~n in the maritime strike in 1890, had approached the Arbitration 

Court in conflinni ty with the Premier's Plan, and applied for a reduction of 

wages, below the basic, or Jiving (?) , ... t;:1ge. \Tith ~uch precedent to guide them, 

they appealed to the Court again, and the vari,-..tion and re(h1ctj ofas ordered 

to stand for another year. 
~ 

The conditions of work were a limitation of time to be worked, only 

allowino: each and every sustenance worker to earn ;:i very small income. SOU\e 

were sent into ~amps to do road work, some to do railway work, some to clear 

fore~ts, and in some ceises plant out forests of young pine trees. More were 

04· 
A tract of land ioinin,~ Government 

,( 

house and g-rounds ·,+.ich had b~e"'/scarcely mor~ than waste, 1.nd which md for 

year~ been enclosed by ;i costly fence of i.ron railing, was to be conv,~rted 
.-,,v 

in.to a park, and the land surroundin~ the Shrine of :<,emic:brance was to be 
A 

beautified. These johs occu:,j ~;J severc1. 1 hundred. men. 'I'he arnonnt of work to 



be done was enormous. In nd.dition to a dozen f orem\·:n, " number of lea.ding 

hand~ , ·e!'e needed. I ·.1,as st~1.ected as one to take the lead i,n building a 

rockery in a ~rot to, and to bui] d t•.vo wa terf a 11 s. There were t() be two lily 

ponds, and a aunken garden~ There were two of us and for twf'!lve months I 

was engaged not in producing surpl11s value for ship and mine owners, I w~s 

to do somethinv, for the common good. '._luite congenial for a socialist 

propagandist. 

Such a job allowed me to conduct clas8es, and be on Yarra Bank each Sunday. 

The Socialist Labour Party is the one and only party that has adhered 

strictly to the -Marxian position. In days ,'!one by there were many who found 

that p.1r•ty too strict and unecwnpr,lm.isinr:', who broke 11way and drifted and drifted 

and drifted till the hour of the crisis developing within the Capitalist syst,em 

had found them when weighed in the balance, very much wanting. The Labour 

Party had become so bourgeois in its outlook th=it it refused to allow the .use 
JJ 

of the Melbourne Trades Hall rctio for the purpose of delivering a Socialist 

speech over the air and with Don Cameron, one-time secretary of the Victorian 

Sociali:ist P;-~rty, as \ssistant Secret.1.ry to.the Trades Ha1l Council; Don feared 

anythin,e: that mi.f':ht prejudice his chance of beinP: elected to the Senate for 
·~ 

which he is a !Abour Party selection. 
'r./ 

The Communi:,t Party was nev~~ame enour,h to launch out on a Marx-R:ngels-

De Leon :,ro.~rmnme, and a.re flounder in!" i.n the slowr,h of economic despond. 
<:(, 

Marx and f-<.'.n'.els wrote, 11f{er,utiate any one who expun~es the Class stru~l!le from 

their rrocr,r;11nmc• 11
, ~nd .t\hrn}1·1m Lincoln once said, "Go with a man when he is 

rig:ht: sta.y with him whLJ e he is r i.dit, k:t part from 1-drn th\! moment he goes 

wrong." 

1 am dr,"1 1,,in'! on towards three score ye.1rfl. A numher t,f them were spent 

inreei.nf; mf:l.ny place's, and comin~ Jn c:ont2ct with~]! sorts and condition5 of 
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men, :in citie~3 n.nd in far out af the way minim: camps. Thirty years I have 

been as~oci.=lted with :Socialist and Industri.a] Union propa.ganda. I possess 

bnt Jittle of this world's goods. But one cannot be ~ !Ocialist propagandist . 

and accumulate by the Capitalist method of expl.oitation at the same time. 

I have been approached by lahour Party representatives, and it has been 
A, 

hinted that I might win a safe seat in Parliament. But having rub my hands 

to the plough, there can be no turning back. 

· •. 

I have indulged in more consistent open ,i.ir speakin7. that arty one else in 

Australia, but am stron~ and vigorous stil], earnest and fit to continue 

for a good many years to come, When my time is up, I shall be able to leave 

my son and dau~hter a library of books a.nd pamphlets that they' shall not have 

to pass through the several purgatories that I had to pa~s th~ough; before 

rieachin~ a correct interpre~tion of wh:1t Marx and Engels meant when they g~ve 

the '-ior1d the v;i.lue of their masterly education and m.eticulous investigation 

and research. 

The ~ocial revolution is not here yet, but Capita1:i.sm has concentrated 

and controlled to that point where it can no longer function in the interest 

of the p:rea t mass of humanity. Capitalism has pnlduced unemployment, crime, 
-~ 

diseaM a.nd · poverty; it has housed tens of millions of the popul:itfon of ev~ry 

country in slums, and by the methods of its development it is powerless to 

aholi~h what . it has prQduced. It remains now for the proletariat of the world 

to destroy the monster that has oppressed it, and set on foot a new social 

order 1 where i.n the word•, of the pr.Y,·,lllc:·t of nlrl, it sha.l l be said, "tha t 

met'cy and truth have met to1?.:ether: ri_i .. hteousnes~ ri.nd De;} ce have kis~ed each 

other." 

For my part, I can happi.1y ,<;ay in the ...,,ords of Riclla)~d Burton., .Gngland's 

explorer and greatest orient,ll 5cho]ar: -
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''In :b_,•s to come; day ·~ $low to d.:twn 
\ 'hen wi_-,d,_)111 deir:ns to d~vell 1.,- j t!, 1Y; f!n; 

The 1~ch0es of. a vo1cf:' lonr~ stt 1 leJ 
H3.;')l/ shall mz,l ,e r ::3),)nsive str:1 h 
'.-.!end hcn-.T the:-,· :,lr.lf •,1i tli bro,.,r serenr.~; 
Fe:.ir not thy humbl~ tal,~ to tell, 
The uhisp,.~rin0' of ci desert 1,.rin,!: 
The tinklinrr of a camel's bell," 
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CHAPTER XVI II 

What I am physically I owe to my parents, who were strong and healthy, 

and to the fact that during my childhood, boyhood and youthful years I had .a11 ··. 

that could be required to lay a foundation for the hardships that I was c:0111pel\ed , 
i . 

to fa,ce under the Capitalist system. In -g_londike and in Canada, fo~d ""iS 
. . 

plentiful, but in 'Jestralia, South .\ustra lia, and in the Northern ·Territory, ·1 

was forced to make a meal for months on end of damper and tinned meat with 

water, condensed some times, at other times putrid. But for all that, I am 

as healthy and hardy as any other man my age, or as many men a decade or 111ore 

younger. 

My intell.i e-nce I inherited., and much of my early educatic:m I received 
. l.,, . 

from my father who was a domin~ , and English scholar, ~nd a literar man. • ith 

_that f<mndation and my theolo'!.ical st1.ldies, I was equipped to c~:nrti'nue a~u<f:ying,: · 

and maater the works of science. 

My h · ~her intellei:tual deve1 opment I owe to Karl Marx: , F'redrich ~ge-ls 
j, 

and· Lewis H'enry Morgan,_ supported by the works of .'.\ugust Pi,J.bel and Daniel 

Wl,,e'1 I learned from Marx, by his process of inductive reasoning the 

I-faterialist Conception of History, I was on the rung of a ladder that I coulll 

-climb rapidly. I studied the science of Geology from Lyell, Geekif and ~age ·;.> 
suppo'rted by intuitive exper-ience. I loved the tropics and visited thelll, si\W · 

terrace !llinl nq on Klondike 1-mere the hedS" of river~ and creeks had· been on 

ever l!IO much a higher level ages ap.;o. l saw- the scorin)!,s of glaciers, remnants 

,·., 
•'. 
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Mt. Lyell, Tasmania., and on the li'inke River in Northern Territory. I saw 
·'ti 

and studied the great sand formations at 'iarnambool., Victoria., and in the 
t\ 

Northern Ter.ritory. On the Hugh River I saw the tower, Chambers -Pillow., a 

kernel of hard sand standinP-: like a monument. I sa.\,,.· Ayers Rock,_ the 

expansive monolith rearing itself ·a thous~nd and a half feet ab~ve ~he 

surraundini:,; plain. Not an igneous rock, -but a giant mass of met~orph~c, 

:provin.e: conclusively that hy the process of sedi.mentiition it had been-'f<>:rm.ed, 

and by the. process of pressure had been so united in its parts that it wa.s 

nearly as solid and grained as a mass of granite or basalt. I knew from mr 
experience that Australia, althoupl, one of the n~wer countries in settl~ent 

and develo?ment, was as old physically as any other part of the world -

mi 1.liohs, tens of millions of y~tlrs, perhaps. 

I often medi.t1.ted and in scientific understanding could see- the l!IWl an 

enormous fire mist spreading hundreds of millions- of miles over space in the 

universe; I could see it in m~tion g;radually solidifyin?:• I could see it 

segregating, throwin~ off particle~ over periods of tens of million~ of years. 

I could see Pluto lost to its pa.rent body, and by the force of centr ipi ~!-

and centrifugal P-:ravita.tion attaching it~elf to its parent body and attuning . 

itself to a regular motion th1t by ;111 the forces of nature, 9ould not lie . 

varied. I could see Neptune lettinp; go, and bec•)min~ a satellite and acting 

in the same fashion as Pluto, its oldest brother. I could. see Uranus, je~lous 

of Pluto and Ne;1tune, ,1pin1r them and bec;:oming a planet. I could see Saturn 

differi.tw and supp1yin_..,. itself with -1 m,1,,.ni.ficent ring ,rnd a family of moons 

~ee Jupiter rhying the same pranlis and imitatine: in gr~vitational fashion 

the oth~r planets. Then I saw Mars, a more dirninutive child of the sun, losing 

hold. ,rnd so forminf! himself that he hn s been the ,Himi.ra ti.on ~nd wonder of 
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I could see the Earth, a not.her j nde· en~ ent segment, leavin horn- and 

a serti~ its inrlepend nee and preparino· itself to be ti home and h;\bitat · on 

of marl, brute, fish a11d biril , I could see the beautiful Venus leave ·mome to 

aa t · sfy the li'arth and provide ;i. sp 1 endour s a mornihg and evening ~tar . l 

cou ·d see the littl ... Mercury east off frem the rlm of the sun, as i't 

and form a lit.tle orb't nearest and dearest of . al the pl net family to its ·. ·. 

rE>at pa rent that ru] es and reigns in that portion of the _great universe that 

we escr · be a s the "Solar system", supplyin li,, ht and haa t to the e~rth, 
4c 

,rovi in~ the seasonsAcompel the earth to 
' I • 

yield ,1bundance for a 11 that <lweiileth · i 

thereon "whee every prospect p eases and nly ~n is vile", orga.nizin 

. into t. •o contend · ni:i: faction , destro_ irlfl: lwrnt ny nd cal 1 · n on th proletariat; 

of all corners to unite on the political ::,.nd economic fi ld to re-e tab ish. 

h t harmony and equal'ty that must in vit bly be estab ished if man ;i..s to 

fu fil his hi.·toric mi sion. 

I have lived a lon e intellectually. I can look back on primitive . 

man, man in ~va ery, ma n in harharic,ni. I l ok ba k to th _ time 

the Isr elites and lost them f r fort year~ n the wilderness. I loo ~ck 

the t~e of C· esar, and Christ and Napo eon. .I see the r se and destruction 
' 

9-f n11tiorrs, nat·ons at war and d.ismembere, na tions a.dd d to and e'1l,ar _ed. I 

see ureed and a. varice .?t!I n,q: s t men and when my time omes to 

do so !1ap i y, knowin1; that in the word of aniel De Leon, I "have lived uµ 

to a _SociaJist stan ar ", i\nd that aJl I have done I have don for the re t 

Cau!e - ''the Cause of our Common Humanity." 

00000 

.• l 
l 
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. . ,;n r 11,n btlender tit f he l'C:tJ 

• one ot Uta umcex·. was kn .~'11 

"' l,q -ncm:r aG hand, tt:ie 'rlui; oif' trilp­
w ' \:funlecUy" l!cnt through the wans 
fr0111: ueU lo cell." . I 

Tbe Lato A. W. WU.on. 
' . 

I 
I • ' . __._.._ 



A.lfred ',fiJ.liam ''li.lson ,,ras born near ·farnamhoo1 on 20th Sept-ember,. 

lE37'3,. th~ $ecorid !on of 'Uchard Ji1 son, a schd~l teacher. 

Re- left home <\t the a~e of fifte~n and. 11.ve.f '.'ii ro.ving li.fe, worki.ni . 

at !".l<'>t.1to dig-,,.inr,-, she~p fanni n.e: then mininl! in Alask, Brlti1h Columbia, 

Central A11c;tra lia and the Alps and tn the ~toke holes of shi;)s and on tb-e 

wharves. 

rle beeame intere'.iltej in Social ism •.,rben on fl visit to Melbourn~ ~nd on 

beirie' taken by a .frie1'lrt to the Yarra fhnk. All his spare tim-e frorr, then.,, r 

t , · hj:s t!~, th . was '. devo;ted to the ttwortfers 1 Cause". 

- .J!tf a'ied ,µddenly of a ,._:ear-t attack while workin/T or, t he se .1e-ra ~e ' ' 

~heme :1t !J~rl::t1l:a on 19th Au!".ust, 1(}37. He left·a widow, ad- P-hter a a: 

a ~on. 



PREFACE 

It is with feelings of sadness that I write this, for Alf. Wilson 

came to be a syabol to ll'le, representing social righteousness and the 

fight for justice, a personable symbol, arul ,one that I loved. 

His death in August 1937 was a great grief to all who knew 

him intimately, and a serious loss to all those associated with him 

in his representations of socialism. Notwithstanding his undoubted 

ability and his profound knowledge of many things, he surrendered 

his opportunities to follow that course in life which bound him to 

those classes in society least likely to give recognition to his 

worth. 

His wofk however, will live, for many a humble stude~t of 

socialism, and many a poor man by the wayside, will relle111ber Alf. Wilson 

for his great earnestness, for his brilliant oratory, for the depth 

of his l~arning, and for the great modesty that characterised his way 

of life. 

I COlllll.e~d this Telume for its historical interest as well as for 

its worth as a contribution to radical literature, and in the hope 

that it may contribute in some snall measure to the comfort and 

education of his son. 

Alfred w. Wilson died suddenly at Bena.Ila, Victoria, oa the 

19th August 1937. His age was 58 years. 

'f. GI IMO RE, 

Brisbane. .. 

I 
I 
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