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Comrade Chair & Comrades,

In the first instance I want to thank the Australian Society
for the Study of Labour History (Melbourne Branch) for the
invitation to present this address today.

The Australian Council of Salaried and Professional Associations
(ACSPA) is proud that the Society has asked its Federal Secretary
to speak today on this special occasion in the history of the
labour movement. 1979 will see the disappearance of ACSPA as

we become part of the ACTU later this year. However our
representatives will continue to attend this ceremony each year
and honour the pioneers of the Shorter Hours movement.

My contribution will be in two parts : Labour Day - its signif-
icance and then the Life & Times of E.J. Holloway.

LABOUR DAY - ITS SIGNIFICANCE:

Due to a combination of circumstances unionism in Australia
developed in a freer atmosphere, and more rapidly, than in many
other lands.

From about 1825 combinations of workers began to develop and
strike struggles took place. Sydney had about 25 unions by
1850. The discovery of gold in Victoria in 1851 had a profound
effect. The population grew rapidly. Almost the entire male
population of Melbourne went off to the diggings. - The Super-
intendent of Police offered higher pay to his 55 constables
but only » remained on duty. Governor LaTrobe complained that
he had only 44 soldiers left. On January 6, 1852, 35 foreign
ships lay off Melbourne and only 3 had full crews. The wealth
from gold discoveries led to a big demand for building workers
in particular. Wages rose in the boom atmosphere.

The Operative ‘tone Masons Society (formed in 1851) was
revitalised in 1855 after thousands had returned from the gold-
fields. The demand for an 8 hour day was advanced by the
Society in February 1856 (Stonemasons alone, among building
workers won this objective in Sydney that month).



In the industrial relations atmosphere of today it is hard

to believe the series of events that followed. The employers
agreed with the claim, and paid all expenses of a public
meeting of contractors and all workers in the trade held on
March 31, 1856, in Melbourne. The Stonemasons secretary moved,
and an employer seconded, a motion that the 8 hour day commence
on April 21.

Several unions were formed in order to be organised for the
big day. On the day itself all workers in the industry downed.
tools and marched through Melbourne because two contractors
had refused to agree to the claim. They caved in that night
after the workers carried a resolution not to return to work
till they came into line.

The workers involved won a REDUCTION OF 12 HOURS PER WEEK - a
six day week of 10 hcurs to one of 6 of 8 hours. It was an
exciting time for the unionists of the day.

Within days an 8 Hours League was formed with the aim of extend-
ing the victory to all workers. 1In May 1856 a march was organ-
ised to celebrate the event, and this became a feature of life
in Melbourne each year until 1951.

The movement extended to the other colonies where the strongest
organised won the demand in subsequent years.

The annual Labour Day holiday in each State had its origin in
this movement.

Arising directly out of the events of 1856 the Melbourne Trades

Hall (consisting of a large wooden lecture hall with class .rooms
on each of the wings) was opened in May 1859. It was the first

building of its kind erected in any part of the world.

At the opening ceremony the toast of the evening was the "The
8 Hours System: may its physical, intellectual, moral, and
social advantages be extended to every member of the human
family."

1000 people sat at tables in the hall while many others congre-
gated outside, according to newspaper reports at the time.

By 1879 the movement had reached the level where it was possible
to organise the first Inter-Colonial Congress (Sydney, October
1879). It is significant that theé first decision taken was a
political one concerning the 8 hour working day, so politics

and unionism have been linked for very nearly 100 years in
Australia. At the third Congress (October 1885) a plan for the
Federation of all unions, and the setting up of Parliamentary
Committees was adopted but never implemented. Had these
decisions been carried into effect the shape of the 1abour move-
ment would be cons1derably different today.



In all eight Inter-~colonial .Congrusses were held before ,
Federation and many after, leading up to the decision in 1927
to form the Australasian Congress of Trade Unions (later
re-named the Australian Council of Trade Unions).

—— -

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF E.J. FOLLOWAY (1875 - 1967)

(It is obvious that in the preparation of any <ration such as
this that the end result is not the work of one person. I

would therefore like to express appreciation to the following
people who have provided me with information about E.J. Holloway:
John Arrowsmith, Tom Audley, Boh Rrodney, Wendy Davern, Philip
Deery, Tom CGill, Rees Williams).

Edward John Hcolloway was born in Hobart on April 12, 1875.

His father, Joseph Holloway, was a stonemason, which is of
special significance since stonemasons led the 8 hour day
campaign. Holloway married Edith Clarke in Melbourne in 1904.
They had a daughter and a son.

(As usual in respect to the role of women in our history -
although recently steps were taken to correct this -~ there is
no historical record of the part played in the labour movement
by Edith Holloway, although it is known that Holloway's neice
was on the Executive of the Clothing Trades Union).

Holloway had little schooling in Hobart. He came to Melbourne
with his widcwed mother, at the age of 15. He worked with a
shoemaking firm. He spent some years in Broken Hill and on the
W.A. goldfields. He returned to Melbourne, worked as a - boot
machinist in Collingwood and became an official of the Boot
Trades Employees Association.

In the early part of this century establishing co-operatives

was one wvay of essisting members of “the Victorian Socialist
Party. One such co-operative was a boot store with E.J. Holloway
in charge; it was lozated at 283 Elizabeth Street in the city,
next door to the Socialist Hall.

The 1908 Victorian State Elections were held in December 29 and
the Socialist Party nominated Percy Laidler for Collingwood

on a socialist program, in opposition to Labour Party candidates.
Holloway was a principal speaker at Laidler's first meeting.

According to my reading the next périod in which Holloway was
prominent was from 1914. By that time he had obviously joined
the Labor Party.



In July 1914 Holloway was installed as President of the
Melbourne Trades Hall Council. World War 1 commenced shortly
afterwards. The Fisher Labor Government, returned to office’
in the September 5, 1914, elections decided that Australia
should plan for the organisation and training of an expedit-
ionary force to serve overseas. A pledge had been made in
the election campaign that "Australia is in the war to the
last man and the last shilling". It was later said: "They
didn't get our last man but they did get our last shilling"!

Trade unionists responded in their thousands to the call for
volunteers for overseas service. In 1915 Fisher resigned
and William Morris Hughel assumed the leadership.

In 1916 the suspicions of the labour movement in regard to
conscription were confirmed and in the words of Holloway
("The Australian Victory over Conscription, 1916-1917"):

".. and so, in the very early yvears of my leadership of the
industrial and political wings of the Victorian labour move-
ment, I was thrust also into the leadership of the greatest
and wost bitter battle in its history. That was the fight
to prevent that evil thing from the 01d World conscription
of human life for wars beyond one's own frontiers".

A number of labour movement conferences were held, culminating
in an All-Australian Trade Union Conference, which Holloway
had been instructed to convene in Melbourne. The conference
met on May 10, 1916.

That conference resolved:

"That this conference necords ifs uncompromisding
hostility Zo conscndption of hunan Life and Laboun
on belalf of the industrially ornganised wornkens

0f Australia, nesofutely declares Lts defeamination
to hesist any and everny attempt to fodist Lt upon
the people 04 Australia; and,

"That a refernendum of union members be ftaken for
Anstrhuctions as Lo the willingness to declare an
Aultrnalia-wide general strnike An the event of an
attempt beding made fo enforce conscadiption”.

On September 1, 1916, Hughes, with the agreement of the leader-
ship of the Victorian Labor Party Executive, addressed the
State Executive. Of that occasion Holloway records:

"He concluded his addness by saying that he was
going to travel from one end of Australia to the
othern urnging a"VES" vote. e sadd he was going *to
fLght as though he werne fighting for his very Rife.
"And," he wound up, "i§ you men have the courage

to come with me, ninety per cent of the Australian
votes will come with us." We knew that on Lthe Last
point he was probably ndight,
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Not a single man was dwpresscd An the sbdghiest
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In elo.ing the meeting 1 ashcd Hughes a question.
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M. Hughes, we Loo are geing around Auitrnalia
and we Loo are going Lo scek £he people's voie
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"He wes a collecgue of mdre in bolh ihe industaial
and political {Lclds foi Lhe next 30 yeans and a
wasin cnd Anilmaie pernsonal friend wunidl he died.” {2)

The netlional ancd reyiption Executive printed a Manifesto
as woll as organisi of meetincs througl 1

country. Of the Manifesto, Hollowsy says in hi
ion publication:

"ihe Manifesto we quietly and quichiy got printed
and some hundrned Zhousand of the §inst issue planted
Anoan emply budllbding rnet faxn {nom the printing
6hfice which produced Lt. We alrneady had neason %o
know Hughes' somewhat Limited notions about free
speech and gree press. UVespite all cur precautions,
on the night of Zhe day when we got the finst
packages cof copies wrapped and addretsed there was

a militany radd on the printing office. The type
was desinoyed but all efforts to fand the bulk
slocks of the Manifesto failed. Aften the Zype at
The "Laboun Cald" pninting office had been destroyed
the anmed guand marched to the Trhades Hatf. They
had Ainformation that thewe wene some packages there -
how, 45 a mysteny; but it Looked as though "cnemy"
agents, then as now, can be found Ain everny camp.

’
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Lieutenant Taylor, who was Ln change of Lhis
natld, on finding the office Locked up, sent .
Detective Belft, by mALL LAy can (complete with
armed guand) tu my home An Wil2iam Sireeft,
Abbotsfond., He unged me - fon his sake as well
as mine - Lo accompany him backwfg the Trades
Hatl so that he could introduce me fo Liautenant
TaylLon! 1 had been in bed, bui qulchkly dressed
and accompanded nim. {When we ariadived Taylor
asked me Lo open The doorn so that he could get
the pdthﬁé_%thh ho hed Loen Anfonmed weke thene
and toke them fo V.icionda Barracks. T refused
Lo cven fle d nn and he then showed me his
UJCL/L/‘Lu,)lt , W hich x d

"To enton and seanch, L§ vneeds be by force.”

T s2488 refused, on the ¢ Ihe propesdy
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”éfOHasze, and his own recent charges that we wese
guilty of sediticn and disloyalty.
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We pointed out that -half the nooms Ain the huge
Trhades Hall buifding already had Honorn Boards
hanging on their walls and gave him the statistics
0§ trhade union enlistments. Peanrnce dendied that he
had made his changes against men at the Trades '
Hall and promised Lo make Ainquindies Ainto the radlds.
He said we could print the Manifesto as Lt had been
altered by the Censorn, but I pointed out that only
the titlLe and printens name wenre Left.

Pearce sadid he did not befieve that nepresentative
men with official positions in the trade unions

orn political executives would sign such a document,
to which 1 immediately netonted that he well knew

1 was the Victorndian Presdident of the Labor Parity
and Secretary of the Trades Hall Council, while
Frank Anstey (also 4in Lfhe delegation) was a Federal
Member and we had both sdigned it. Frank had been
on the drafting committee, while 1 was sechetary

Lo the Executdive. He would not raise the ban; it
did us more good than harm." (4)

Holloway goes on to record:

"From the non-Labor press we recedlved no co-operation,
even at a commercdial Level. 11X 44 however, pleasant
to necall that on one occasion during Zhe second
negenendum of 1917 we approached the advertising
chief of the MeLbounne "Henald" a f4ine man by the
name o§ Davdidson, and asked him for a quote foxr

a full page advertisement in Zhree daily Lssues
commencing the foLLowing Satunday. He gave us the
quote and agreed to handle an advertisement for which
we would take the usual responsibility. He sadld that
as far as he was concerned the whole affair was puneiy
a business thansation.

-

We gave him oun cheque and when Satunday's Lssue
appeared he had been as good as his word - Zhere was
a well set-up full-page adveitisement presenting
conclusdive proof that Senator Peanrce had Lied about
the exdistence of a Sixth Divisdion. This caused such
a stin that on Sunday people at fthe Yarra Bank kept
asking us whethen the "Hernald" had come overn to ounr ©
side. But that was the end of £t. Though 1 am

sune he did not suffen forn his action, Davidson had
to toe the Line and no more Asuch advertisements
appeaned. But that one Lssie on that Saturday
evending had been worth its wedight in gold.’

And s0 the 1916 fight neached the Last nound, a fight
which had not only split the Australian Labor Party

but the whole nation. Hughes and some 24 Federal
Memberns Left the Panty on the morrow of the refenendum,
as did some Laborn Premiens and Ministers in some of the States.
Outside Pawliament, too, a small proportion of members of Zhe
movement broke away. Labor suffered grom the split fon

yeans as farn as elfectoral fortunes were concerned. Y



But on Octoben 28&,men and women went to the
ballot box and voted as thein convictions and
thein consciences told them to do.

as golLlows:

We wene
not allowed to know the nesult until Zhe
Monday monning but then we knew that Zhe

victony Lay with us. The figures we read were

: Fon Against
State Conscniption Conschiption

New South Wales 356;805 474,544
Victornia 353,930 328,216
Queensfand 144.200 158,051
South Australia 87,924 119,236
Westenn Austratlia 94,069 40,884
Tasmania 48,493 37,833
Federnal Tennitories 2,136 1,269
' 1,087,557 1,160,033

- And 80 we thought the gheat fight against conscripition

for ovenseas service had been fought and won. We

§elt that the people of Australia were entitled %o
breathea s4igh of nelief that this disrupting Lssue

0§ conseniption was dead. Nor did we feel that,

in view of the wondernful success of the voluntanrny

system in Australia thene was any reason for any-

thing but satisfaction at its passing g§rom Zhe scene."(5)

Hughes and those who had left the Party with him merged with
Labor's opponents to form the Nationalist Party and they made
a further bid for conscription in 1917. This time the con -
scription was for single men only. As Holloway said "Every
effort was made to break down the opposition, to make one
section enslave another." It was 1916 all over again!

The vote on December 20, 1917, resulted in a vote against
conscription. Of course, not all Labor Party members or
politicians supported the anti-conscription campaign and
Holloway in his booklet describes the heart-burnings of a few.
One example is described as follows:

"I had othen painful moments of Lthis sont, though
thene wene, of counse, political Labor men who wexre
s084id, as well as those who Left us. The decision
0f the Panty was conveyed about the same time %o
Victornian Membens of the Federal Parnliament and
Fedenal Labon Cabinet. At §inst oun Victorndian
Executive 4An consultation with Frank Tudor and
Senator E.J. Russell, decided that these two
Victornians should not withdraw f§rom Zhe Hughes
Cabinet until the die was Lrnrevocably cast.
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When the time seemed nipe, 1, as President, was
instructed Zo meet Tudon and Russeflat the
Federnal Treasunrny and advise them to put in thein
hesignations. 1 can st4iLL recall how rnelieved
and happy Frank Tudorn was to get the wond. He
sald he was anxiousd to make his position clear
at the earfiest moment and would hand Hughes his
resdignation as soon as Cabinet convened that day.
But what of§ Senator Russell? He took up a
different attitude. He simply said, "ALL night
E.J., 1 know your wishes, but T do not think zthe

position has quite crystallfised." I could sense
at once that he had already made promises Zo
“Hughes, .

Senatorn E.J. Russell was the youngest member of
Cabinet, a popular and capable young man, for
whom the Parnty had done much to secure a future
political careern. But at the §inst test of

Panty solidanity which thrneatened him with a
Litile temporary Loss of privileges and Lncome,
he rnefused to accept the majornity Party decision.

It was a great pity from everny point of view. He
was neven a happy man again. He turned away from
his griends and not Long agterwarnds became mentally
unbalanced. To the genudine sornow of his relatives
and friends of earnlier days he never recovered.

1 had grown up with him - we had attended the same
study cincle at one time - and khnew him welf. I

am sune he really hated conscrniption as 1 did,

but he was oven-pensuaded and enticed away f§rom

his own.

0f just one mone for whom 1 felt and have continued
to feel great sorrow, 1 must say a word. W.G.
Spénce, M.H.R., was a neal Labor man and a founder
and stalwart of the A.W.U. and its Federal President;
a tineless onganisen, a powernful writen and one
whose whole £ife had been spent in and forn the
Australian Labor Movement. He was a very old and
close colleague and friend of W.M. Hughes. T am
centain 4t was his strong pessonalattachment o

that enonmously strong-willed man which overnode
his judgment and his attachments to the Union and
the Panty he had done 50 much to buifd." (6)

The conscription struggle had a shattering effect on the political
wing. On July 1, 1916, Labour commanded a majority of Federal

and State Governments. Six months later only Queensland had

a Labor Government. In the Federal sphere Labor did not regain
power again for more than a quarter of a century (although it
held office from 1929-31 and from 1941-44 without majorities

in both Houses).

.. 10
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Holloway records: v .

"Fon all that, there wene compensations., The
nanks wenre closed and we sensed a purdifying
effect: 4in the wildenness we Looked %o
highern standands of unityand solidarnity as we
set about nebuilding. 1% was decided, as
early as Decemben, 1916, when a Special
Fedenal Confenence was convened in Melbourne
to deal with the cnisis, that a §irm and
Lasting basis for the futurne should be Ladid
by constitutionally defining the extent of
the punge which had actually occurrhed. 1 was
in the chain on that occasion and presided
oven a Long and business-Like discussion of

a resolution moved by the future Laborn Prime
Ministen, J.H. Scullin, and seconded by my
old colleague, Arch Stewant, who was both
Federal and Victorian State Secretany of the
Australian Laborn Panty:"

"That as compulsory military senvice

: 48 opposed to the principles embodied

- in the Austrnalian Labon Parnty's plat-
form, all Federal Members who support-
ed compulsony overnseas military
senvice, on who Left the Parliamentanrny
Labor Panty and formed another political
party arne herneby expelled from the
Austrnalian Labor Parnty." (7) -

For an insight into E.J. Holloway's attitude to many questions,
I quote from the last page of his booklet:

"I had Asuggested that in most crnises Such as

those T have descrnibed in Zthis chapten, outside

pressure and enticements play Lhe nole of

Parnty wreckern. 1 am sure this 48 s0. 1 cannot

speak from firnsthand experience in the sense 0f

having even been subject to it personally. No
. oventunres have every been made to me oven all
my years An the Movement. Penhaps this is be-
cause 1 have neven been a memben of any socdlety
or ongandsation, religdous, social or economice,
othen than the Labon Movement itself. This has
made me more difficult to approach, or { and 1
hope this was the case) they knew befcrehand
what my neaction would be. My knowledge of the
process of wrecking have been based nather on
closz-up observation and proofs supplied me by
colleagues and friends. Encumbered by outside
affiliations and sitting s0 Long at the centre
0f political and industrnial Laborn, 1 have been
able to telflf 4in advance 4in nine cases out of Zen
how my colleagues would react when the pressure
0f a crnisis was on.

3
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Such hknowledge has been anything but a consolation.
Politics, which should be the noblest of all

callings because of the great powenr which L1 affonrds
to determine the happiness orn otherwdise of oun

people, and of othen peoples, has been all too often
degraded by these misernable Little demonstrations

0f disloyally on worse. Such pernsonal frailty saps
the faith and confidence of people in their
Anstitutions. Such a neaction of counse, could, if
sufficiently developed, undermine demochacy itself."(§)

Bertha Walker in "Solidarity Forever!" records that "E.J. Holloway,
secretary of the THC was a sincere and honest man, but he was

a conciliator. He endeavoured to keep a balance between right

and left and please both." She went on to say: "During the

four years that Percy Laidler was on the THC whenever anything

new was raised in a motion, the policy was to set up a committee
«+«+. Reading the minutes today it seems evident that the

Executive was always playing for time."”

On the other hand, Ian Turher ("Industrial Labour and Politics")
when referring to Holloway in the context of 1918 indicates.
that he was "prominent on the left wing of the movement.”

The 1920 44 hour week Case:

In 1920 unions sought a 44 hour week. Mr. Justice Higgins,

the then president of the Arbitration Court (as it was then
called) presided over the inquiry. As Secretary of the THC,
Holloway, presented the case "on behalf of the Australian Trades
Union Movement." I am informed that other persons were also
very active in the inquiry, from the union side, but in a
"backroom sense." They were Charles Mundey, Charles Crofts

and Harry Gibson.

The Court,: although without the benefit of any views from the
Federal Government on the subject, granted a 44 hours working
week to Timber Workers and some six months later (May,1921)
extended it to engineers.

The economic situation in Australia deteriorated and the Court
at the close of 1921, reinstated the old 48 hours as its
standard. In 1927 the Court in the Main Hours Case once more
allowed a 44 hours working week to endineers and others.

(For a synopsis of the 1920 44 - Hour Week Enquiry you are
invited to read the documents in the LaTrobe Library).

The Murray Hanging

In 1924 an escapee from Geelong gaol, was sentenced to death
for a murder the previous year. At the time Holloway said the
THC believed capital punishment was brutal, and the carrying
out of the terrible work was more awful than the act of murder.

e 00 12
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Holloway and J. Morse, President gf the 8 Hours Committee,
were speakers at rallies attended by an estimated 12,000
people.

These activities did not save Murray, who many believed was
innocent. He was executed on April 14. Thousands gathered
outside the 01d Melbourne Gaol. Bertha Walker records:

"Women - wonking class women - were probably in
the majonity. 1In those poor days a man 4in
employment could not affond to take a day off and
it was Left to housewives, old men, unemployed,
cniminals and union officials to pay theirn Lasi
nespects and enten protest."

(Perhaps union officials*would not agree with that order!-W.R.)
Walker further records:

"Aften the execution the crowd jeerned at the Police
and showed a great desine to do something. A

march on Parnfiament House demanding hesignation of
the Govenrnment was proposed.”

"Meanwhile Ted HolLoway had telephoned Laidlern and
ashed him would be come up and address the crowd %o
calm them .... An eyewditness said that HollLoway was
nearly in teans. HolLloway was a very sensitive and
compassdionate man and had he attempted to addrness
them himself thene is Lititle doubt he would have
broken down." (9)

ACTU Formed:

In 1927 the Australasian Council of Trade Unions was formed, the
Melbourne THC (with Holloway as Secretary), having formally
convened the congress which established the ACTU.

The 1929 Timber Workers Strike,

On January 23, 1929, Judge Lukin of the Arbitration Court gave

a decision involving an increase of hours from 44 to 48 (and

a reduction in wages) for 20,000 timber workers, which met

with prompt resistance of the unions. First in Melbourne and

- then in Sydney and Adelaide the workers refused to start at

the earlier hour necessitated by the new award, and the employers
refused to engage them, and proceeded to apply to the Court

for a declaration that a strike existed, in order that the
Arbitration Amendment Act passed the year before might be

invoked against them.

The timber workers thereupon called out the carters and crane
drivers, and the Central Strike Committee of the A.C.T.U.
summoned a special conference on February 7, at which
representatives of over thirty unions agreed -

e o s 13
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1. to extend the strike to a general movement
in favour of a 44-hour week;

2. to boycott the Federal Industrial Court; and

3. to entrust the conduct of the strike to the
A.C.T.U.

Prime Minister Stanley Melbourne Bruce threatened to maintain
the legislation and insist on its observance.

A further development of the struggle was its effect on the
Industrial Peace Conference, which had been set up on the
recommendation of the British "Economic Mission during its
recent visit to Australia. Preliminary meetings had been
held, and things were going fairly smoothly, until the out-
break of the timber strike, followed by the threat to dis-
miss over 10,000 N.S.W. miners, brought the protest of the
militant workers to a head. The conference was adjourned,

a result which was generally welcomed by rank and file workers.

From this point official coercion increased, and the Arbitrator
proceeded to take his revenge on the workers who had flouted
his award. On February 25 Judge Lukin ordered a secret ballot
of the timber workers in Victoria and New South Wales. On
March 1 he imposed the maximum fine of4 1,000 under the
Arbitration Amendment Act on the Timber Workers Union, and
this was followed up by a fine of &50 against E.J. Holloway,
the Secretary of the Melbourne Trades Hall, for encouraging
the officials of the T.W.U. to "do something in the nature of
a strike!" Holloway records in his booklet : " I refused'to

. pay and have never paid to this-‘day." Demonstrations and
conflicts with the police became more frequent as time went
on.

The stike came to an end on June 24, after five months. The
terms included resumption on the basis of a 48-hour week,
pending an independent inquiry into the financial condition

of the industry. The employers undertook to employ as many
unionists as the state of the industry permits, but "the
interests of the volunteers (scabs) are to be safeguarded.”

The strike was noteworthy for its defiance of the Arbitration
Amendment Act, which revealed the impotence of the Government
to enforce its recently enacted anti-labour legislation.
Following upcon the imposition of the &£1,000 fine on the
Timberworkers Union, 38 strikers were charged with absenting
themselves from work, and were ordered to return under penalty
of &100 fine or three months imprisonment, but for five months,
in spite of fines, prohibitions and threats, the strikers
refused to go back, and the Government was powerless to make
them. . :

The results of the secret ballot ordered by Judge Lukin under
the Act also proved a victory for the strikers. The figures

in victoria and New South Wales were 5000 - 700 against accept-
ance of the award.
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But even these figures did not fully represent the feeling of
the strikers. At a demonstration on March 25, 25,000 trade
unionists gathered at the Sydney Trades Hall to protest against
the Lukin award and against the first attempt to enforce a
secret ballot. As the 3,000 strikers gathered at the Trades
Hall they threw their ballot papers into kerosene-soaked sacks,
which were publicly burned. A procession was then formed

which marched to Hyde Park and burned an effigy of Judge Lukin.

Throughout the strike solidarity prevailed; picketing was good
and scabs were few, while as much as £3,000 a week came to the
Disputes Committee from other unions. The women were especially
active. Weekly meetings of the strikers wives were held, and a
number were prosecuted and sent to gaol for.collecting.

A month after the strike was at an end, seven trade union leaders,
including the Secretary of the N.S.W. Labour Council, the
Secretary of the Timber Workers Union and the Chairman of the
Disputes Committee, were charged with "unlawful conspiracy by
violence and threats of violence" to prevent the timber workers
from continuing work. A jury subsequently released the union
leaders.

- L e n W

In the same year (1929) Holloway stood against Prime Minister
Bruce in the 'blue ribbon' seat of Flinders and defeated him -
the only occasion to date that a Prime Minister has been swept
not only from office but from Parliament itself.

In 1931 the Scullin Labor Government was re-elected; Caucus met
on March 2 and decided for a Cabinet "spill". Scullin and
Theodore were re-elected Prime Minister and Treasurer/Deputy
Leader. On the third ballot E.J. Holloway was successful and was
given the portfolio of Assistant Minister for Industry and Assis-
tant to the Treasurer.

Premiers' Plan:

By June, 1931, agreement had been reached by all Government
leaders on the general application of what became known as the
Premiers Plan.

The following 5 measures were central to the plan:

1. A great conversion loan to secure reduction .of 22%% to
the internal interest burden;

2. Reduction by 20 per cent (against 1929-30) of
all adjustable government expenditure (wages,
salaries, materials, social services, pensions,
ete.);

3. Additional revenue to be obtained from both
Commonwealth and State Taxation;



- 15 =

4. Reduction of bank interest an both deposits
and advances.

5. State Parliaments to give relief in respect of
private mortgages.

So much for the hopes of the Commonwealth Labor Ministers who
on March 19, 1931, recorded this minute: "Cabinet definitely
declared against any cut in old age and invalid pensions and
war pensions," and on May 27,for the guidance of Scullin and
Theodore, away at the financial conferences then in progress,
they reaffirmed that they were "adverse to reductions in
pensions and ... the basic wage in the Commonwealth Public
Service."

In June, 1931, the Government legislation to put the Premiers'
Plan into effect was introduced. The Lang Labor Group and
ten other Labor members of the House of Representatives voted
against it, but the measure was passed with the support of the
Opposition. Holloway resigned his portfolio because of
opposition to the legislation.

At the end of the year the Government was forced to an election,
having been defeated on the floor of the House. Labor was
defeated. Holloway, however, won his seat, which was then
Melbourne Ports; he held that electorate until 1951.

1941 - 1949

In the 1941 Curtin Cabinet, only Chifley, Forde, Beasley and
Holloway had previous experience as a Cabinet Minister. Curtin
and the other 14 members of his team were completely untried

as Ministers. In this ministry Holloway held the portfolio

of Minister for Health and Social Services (1941-1943). Eddie
Wward held the portfolio of Labour and National Service ( a new
Department created in 1940). However, in 1943, after Ward was
suspended from Cabinet (the background to such action being

too lengthy for my contribution today) -~ Holloway was ,
temporarily appointed to the Labour & National Service port -
folio, as well as retaining the Health and Social Services
cabinet position. '

He retained the Labour & National Service portfolio until 1949
when the Chifley Government was swept from office. Information
provided to me indicates that Holloway was acting Prime
Minister in April-May, 1949; my reading to date, limited
because of other commitments, has not been able to confirm
this.

As a further insight into Holloway;, I now turn briefly to a
period under Chifley.

The Bretton Woods International Agreement provided for the
establishment of two international monetary institutions: an
International Monetary Fund and an International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development to assist devastatedor.under-
developed member nations requiring longer-term loan capital.

LR 16.
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The Agreement touched a particularly sensitive area of Labor
convictions and emotions. To many Labor stalwarts it smelt
of international financiers, Wall Street, "The Money Power” -
the ultimate forces of capitalistic evil which Labor had

felt itself to be fighting right down the years.

In the minds of its overseas sponsors the Agreement was
plainly hailed with further schemes being evolved in the field
of international commercial policies and these were seen by
most Labour people as a threat to their Party's traditional
protectionism and, potentially, to Australia's employment
levels and living standarde. Holloway was one of these people.

Chifley was Prime Minister then and in November/December, 1946
the Labor Caucus was debating the Agreement again. As L.F.
Crisp records in his book "Ben Chifley": "Chifley had to
contend not only with the Wardites but also with a more
formidable and decisive - because of middle of the road -
group headed by such widely respected men as his cabinet
colleague Holloway, who was one of Chifley's most respected
colleagues. On the final day of the debate Holloway made a
fervant appeal for rejection and when the vote was taken
Chifley had suffered a reverse by 3 votes." The question was
referred to the A.L.P. Federal Conference. Subsequently the
Party supported the Agreement. Holloway accepted the Party's
decision and voted accordingly.

That sums up my reading of the life and times of E.J. Holloway,
a loyal, active and devoted member of the labour movement.
However to complete the picture it is recorded that Edward
John Holloway died on December 3, 1967, which was the 113th
anniversary of the Eureka uprising. His funeral service was
conducted by the Unitarian Church.

Concluding comment:

The period during which Holloway lived,and was active in the
Political and Industrial Movement, provided many lessons for
the labour movement of today.

One can draw parallels between the actions of Bruce and the
actions of Fraser. 1Incidentally, in February 1929, Bruce
asserted: .
"Conditions have greatly improved and there are
encouraging indications that the coming year will
witness a return to normal prosperity.”
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Fifty years later, in February, 1979, Fraser asserted:

"I believe that 1979 is the year in which the
fruits of our policies will become clearly
apparent, a year in which the economy will take
a further step on the road of recovery." !!1!!

Perhaps the Trade Union Movement can learn from the demands

of the pioneers who sought a reduction in the working week as
.an immediate goal not some apparently illusory shorter working
life - then again, with a united movement, perhaps both are
attainable?

These lessons of the past are worth remembering on this Labor
Day. It is by learning from the the past that we will make
progress in the future.

Thank you

-
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"The Australian Victory over Conscription.

In 1916 - 1917 " P5. E.J. Holloway (1966)
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"Solidarity Forever!" - Bertha Walker.





