PL .

" 4 Correspondance”:

TERMS}TO SUBSCRIBERS
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Cheques, Drafts, de., and all Businass Communisations
10 be addressed to WoLlay MaoLsod, Nanaging Dirsctor.
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The Bditor ﬁuqvj\dlymdmlduhmdadw in e
umn oll contributions submittsd—

whather in the Jo Politioal, Soval, or other Ariices,
Verse, Short Talas ‘§y Sketehes (thow dealing with dus-
tralian subjects, aid not esateding two eclumns in
length, or say 300§ words, are speciclly soceptadle),

it1, or Newspaper-Clippings. AU
be regarded as dtrictly conAdential.

~

" w.The Bullstin” il return all unavadladls U S8, when
ke addresis speciffd and stamys are enclosed. . But we
desire thoss sending3NSY. to distinetly understand thet
we are nol responadls for the preservation or transmission
of suck MSS. E

i E~ NoTICK,

By sending direct B Tus Bunuwrix Gfics Twenly Shillings
sterling—which pay dy Post Ofics Order, One
Pound Nols, or Stdpspe of any dudiralian solony—you
sahh hais TUR DULLEGN poated regularly 1o you cury weck
for & ycar. 3

This ofer s not ogen to residents of Sydney. In that
ity Tus BULL¥TIN ignot delivered by wnail, but i snlirely
in the Aands of 4, With whom we do not wlsh
to {nterfere.
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The

+ appeared in thg August number of the Nive-

-In a dislogue o%” Politioal Optimisni " which

crextd CENTURY just sight years ago, was
the following pgssage .

nwe gz that  Tolis: il il progressive
wocieties tend tawards alistio demooracy. . We we
averywhers that {6$must coms to thet, Wi all of us feel
this can\'loﬁou—-ot:?l of us, I eopposs, who hive rafiectsd

on the mattar  Wedas], too, $hat nothing we can do an
svert or pousibly 10og delay the consummatios, Thiv,
wa 1Lt bslisve thay the movemant lv belpg gulded, or 13
guiding itsslt, to hakpy jaues "

Lavrence GrOSLUND, commontiog on this
extzact, pointsYout that the presont indus.
trial, social, and politioal '?'hm of Grest
Britain is beedfon the manufaciuring moss-
poly of Eoglagd. With the enorosshment
of othsr natlonginto & demaesne for at leasts
century peculigrly sasred to hersslt alone,
the industrial; gocisl, and political strusture,
which has bse sung b7 poets, which has
given oratory j§ theme and which has in-
spirad patriotism to yield life and substance
in its defencey must fall clattering to the
ground ; but ffom the debris the new sociil
order will be
fulfl the demjsnds of frash counditions—
nobler, fairer,§strongor and more boautifal
than the systemy which it will replace.

. . .

‘Taia," aayg the min who has Leoome ac-
customed to & §loge regard of own oen-
tury, his owa lifs, hls own'fow years of active
warfare with ths world, ¢ thie 1s aheer optini.
ism. Itisa dregm of Ubopis.” Hold! Visions
have often pgoved prophetic. The un.
bounded extrayagance of one age has baen
the sober reslity of another, Kvolution is
not_altogetberg a hypothesis, and history
tenders much qyidence in support of Darwix,
ifof our racoe aré a serlas of
Capital, like AARON'Y s6:-
Eto swallow all else, Tt is
bput, end uuder existing con-
i t;m o\’uck. its growth, Along

. i ksve the maea

moisten their pallid lips.

volved, batter adapted to .

on ; Capital is alowly drifting into = aingle
Pair of hands, and theas people who manage
to suck nutriiion {rom the golden atream 0:;
itz passag: * s iefaotiva v
oowing that they are tlightly better off
‘than the paor wretches who, faint with eold
and hanger, cannot approach lts bsnke to

.

The present industeial era is without parsl-
lel in the history of the world, Naver till
uow did Plutceracy sbaolutely and sotaslly
govern the whols earth. Never till nomacsy
there ever such a thing a3 Capits). We do
not meun -that there was no wealth, vo
property, no luxary oa ths part of the ricl,
no usurious interest (11 the part of money-
brokers, no unjmt taxa'im. We mean
thet with the bsginning of ths present io-
dustrial era wealth was, fur the first time,
*“ amployad productively ' {a ths spaliatidn
of c'ass by clasy, ¢ with  view to profic by
the sale of produce.” For the tiret timu in
‘the history of humanity Fres Competition
has been used as & lever to incresse the
Eruﬁt- of a distinot class of non tolers

sowa as Capitalists, who have extended its
use amongst themsslves to dvs:roy the op-
porition of those sxall trsdere whoie exist-
euce threatened the institution of Labour—
thas houssliss, leudless, fooiless msj aity
whoso beiog is held un sutlerauce of Cipital
on conditinn of making the ‘ profits that
fow into the grast gulf-stream «f wealth
which ia surging onwards from couatiew
myriads into a single pair of hands. We
81y that the golden ourcent will never resch
the owner ¢f thcashands—of a Mpas of com-
meorce beside whom Jay Gouip and Macxay
would appesr but as the veriest pigmis. A
groat social ruovement has buen ruuning
paralle]l with it, gaining strength from year to
year, The Coming Revolutiou isalseady here.
It began with the building of the firet
facto y. I gansrated spontineously with
the first corper in wheat. Day by day
its flood cusrse wident.  Defore Cavital
redhay Staanitodas i abion the ! Al v
meat wiil sweep over it with 1he strength of
& mighty inundation. No world would be
possible which contained the snomaly of &
singlo Crusus.  Tha huaan shaory of cow-
promnise oould not tolerate tae reductiv nd
whsordim ol benevulense~—** The grestest
good of the smal'est possible number.”

- . *

(bjeotors to wny change in the existing
conditlon of things fatuously exclaim: *T¢
you divided all the weilth «f tho world to-
morrow and gave everyome an equal ahare,
it would in & fow years ba just like it is at
present.” Undoubtodly, but ths objsctors
err when they lay the blame on the buok of
bumun nature, SelGshness is the unvarying
produot of the fear of want, and the fear of
want will always influsnce men- under a
systom in which Frse Qompetition is the
motive furce of astion. It is the xyxtem
which is wrong, and no permansnt ameiora-
tion for tho vest mejori’y of humanity can
be hopod for until tho system is sltered,
Thore s no biotherhwod hetween Capitsi
and Labsur, soy more than thare i3 &
common interest between the vawmpire
and the slesping Indian. C.pital grows
by batteniog on the vitals of Labour.
Labour steives to maintain i's iategrity by
reaisting the encroachmints of Cupital ia the
Atbamgzw filoh the results of the opsrations
ol Labour on the sourses uf produotion. In
such & cne-sided contest the weaker is bound
to go to the wall, Labour is engiged in an
unequal battle, f{ur its enemy figh%s with
Libour's own stored strength, Lllge ATLAN,
Inbour is held aloft In the octopusgrip of
its adversary and osnnot touch that source of
all its vigour—'he earth. Abolish this dis-
tinution between Capital sud Liboar, make
them one, #nd humanity's futurs is_straight.
way rosy with the dawa of a new hope. ‘Wo
must abolish not a olass bat'a system. Tae
eatablishment of state oo.oppration, the
nationalisation cf the land, the communiva-
tion of a!l the forces of production are the
planks of the new plutform. And the men
of the preseat generstion must wock to
this end or civilisation must perish from off
the face of the ocarth.

[ - .

A fresh distributlon of wealth with a cau-
tinuanoe of the old conditions would simply
maean & re-experiencing of the hid pas
exporience, a reaswal of the awful struggle
whioh has made the Ninetesuth Century a’
tale of horror, s dreadful bightmore-dresm
in the life of the humwn race. (n every
hand, things are growing worsg—and mual,

-

a_ Wealth revela without labour, without suil-

ing as much ae the superfine skia of ita
lily-whlte hands, in everything that makes

P ) portation,
distribution, Conconteation is
the one unmiptakeable festure of modern
trafio. The¥WurTeLEYx of the earth, ln
other places than \Vestbourne (irove, La-
don, are absorhing now the smaller amongst,
what would haye been acoounted in a past de-
cade the bigfirfns. Wholesale trade is reduced
to one of the pxact sviences—reduced, it is
elovatyd to thg place of the highest amcng
the exact acieqjpes, and the science is gastro-
nomie. Like}the ostrich, wholessle trade
has become acfobatic in the art of awallow-
ing—and it §awallows evergthiug. 1In
America—aya and Auatralia too, for that
matter —the liftle farm ie not.' The train
bowls for Jeagues along through the bonanza
estates whichfwere onoe amall holdings.
Tho emporiurg undersells the little sho)

.until its keopar Is driven bankrupt and hus

exchange, an

-:gompetition 13Mo longer of consequencs. In

every branch of trade Conceutration is going

lite ploasant and desirable, The directer
drinks his charmpage, while the mine.serf
toils at the risk of hiy life in the bowels of
the earth to pay forit. The wife of the
epeculative monopolist—that parasite of
Labour—glides through the mases of a waltz,
prankt in_sheany ailks and glittering with
ems, whilo the white wage-slave drudges in
irt with sll his intellsctoal and moral
facultios bluntad aud destroyed by the
demon of Free Compatition. Huugry men
fight and struggle in the gutter of want with
their hands at each othur's throat iu s phiful
scrimmage to catch the deibblets of super-
fluity that fall from the rich man's tible and
which the hound that lies on Lucuriuy’
hearth-rug would spurn in its daiatiness.
Food, the source of strength, is daily becom.
iog doarer; manufactured artic es, the
obcfcctn that engage the attantion of the well-
fa ,_are produced atlower cost with each
piding moment.

This present ers is the ers of abeolu‘e
sod paychological want.  Relative poverty
men have aiways kuown, Dbut relative
povarty is casily borze. 1t oonsists simply
o the inability to indulge in that which 1e
not imperstively neossary to the proper
sustentian of the functions of life. To be
abiolately poor is to be unabls to purchwss
the food, the rest, and sleep withont which
lifo is not. Capital In this sza controls the
sorces of food ; to obtain it Labour is com-
polled to oheapea the oost of its operations
correlatively witb the reduced cost of manu-

- faotured articles, while food, so absolutely

neoussary, is all @he Lliwe yrowing ' oorres.
xionding{y more difficult to procure. And
still the atruggle gies on! Happinessits
neglectsd eud ; the material prosperity of
the few is averything.  Political Economy
hey but » single probl the t

vince ui that the Coming Rev
slcesdy here—the mufud trampl
arwy c.n be distinguished siid the noisgg of
the night, and i our streets, though faintly
wy be hoard the ratde of zide srah sud e
reveille-rumblings of the drums proclaiming
a new day-dawn for humanity,
———————

olution iy
g of itw

~ Yrrigation,

A MEASURE paased through the New Suyt)
Assembly the other night afrming the duj‘:-.‘zi)‘jl“
of conaerving water for she purposes of irrigatios,
In 2 country which Lika, Vuw Wil i
subject to s varishle rainfall, to s of drought
succeeded by teasons of food, some such aystem
for the conservation of & uational water-supply iy
nolonl{' d ble, it ia abeolutely i

It is all very well for the opponents oi Staw
reaponaibility in this matter to urge tha alth h

P
and imerozss of waalth,  Polities arc am-
ploysd to sssist in the azt of tramsforring it
from Lhs many little to the big fow. Jeremv
Bextaax's axiom of ¢ the greatest good cf
the greatest number " ix lost t> tight, and
meu prate of justic: in a laud where ths hap-
pines of the hundred hss to give place to
the luxury of one. HENRY GroRroE, in one
of his economic worky, truly ssys i—

4 Zbat she mavses of men sra_rabbed of their earoinga -
tha' ey Bave §3 wark m.ob barler Ior & very luudl
poar living than they ought &> get—le to my mind
claar.”

“Clear " 1t is dazaling in its triceparent
obviousnass ; yet still the whosls grind on !
L] . .

Ta vnv of those clear cut essays whi:h have
made ths repuaiun of the Baglish Positivist
worid-wide, FRENERIC HARRISON insista tlas
the walfi.ce of the Sta's depends on what
the livea of i's woiking-clssses are like. Aud
what are they likof Visit the feverous
slloy and the festering slum if you would
know, Visic the hovels where dwsll th)
wekers of weslth they never share, tae
suppliers of wants they are supposad nev.r
to feel, but which are the sanw in serf and
woversign, People mest tha carnest warn-
ings of acience and philox?hy with scorn as
suporfivial as involent. They rquare their
oonsciences by quoting Sarlptare and imagine
they have solvad the most tremendous pro-
blem of the age by a phrace birrowad from
the Dible: ** [he poor ye have always with

ou.” Teus! bSut not the poor of this

inotaentt Cantury. There never were at
any period of the world's habitation by man
such appaliog contrasts botwees rioh wud
poor ay st prosent. The ditfsrances have
never bef)re now been so prominent, so
hidecusly paiafu!, so awful and so strougly
marked. Wo live in a period in which the
supsriicios has dwindled Iuto s line, and the
line threateus to terminate in a point,

" -

Thiugs are so bad, the outlock for hu.
maoity is so black, that it tasks severely all
s strong man's resolution not to surroader
the last fiint fancied ray of hops as mere
ignin fatnus, 8 deceptive will-o’ the-wiap,
Muuy do lose hesrt and trudge onward to
the geave in apathy. Thay foel that Free
Competitiun deatzoys more than the
most toreiblo war conceivable, Pewsimisni
voos nothing ahead but tho gloom of deapair
and ths eternal blackoess of the torb ; but
the pssmsicmists ars only a section, There ara
thoso whih » faith as intense as that of the
early Christians who refuse to accapt the lie

of the ‘“iron law of wages" which Pulitical °

Bovsowmy offers i livu of bread to a
starving world, They hear a ory which
cotaes up frown the havels, mingled with the
mosuns of children and asufforing women,
hoasse with hunger and harsh with hate :
*(iive us bresd I” Aud humanity fings
down the gauds and gew-gaws that it fouggt
for ln the past to enlist in the new causs,
Raliglon no longer weloomes the starving
houeless vagibond Theshelter and shads of
the Cross is monopolised by the gilded mag-
pates of the land, while Art oontests with
Yiterature the privilege of smoothing thie
velvet pillows cof wealthy lelsure, = Yet
the few, ths Mounntses, the Hywintans,
the Hewny Georors, and Kuser Rk
cruses of the race, marshall the ranks
of the sucial army, repeating words
of hope, and iustilling the maxims
that sre more poworful for victory than ar-
senals or battalions, Every day the onemy
is getting weaker and fewer—and richer.
Every day the army of the needy is growing
in numbers. And the struggle for social
equality occupies every euergy of modem
man.  Just as in the Middle Ages roligion
was tho motive force of action, just as In the
latber part of the last century aud in the
beginniag of tho presont the netlons of the
world ware aroused t1 & sense of the abstract
naeds of lululluctusl enlightenmant, and en.
guged in & hsttle for political liberty, so in
our agu do thoy strive to adjust the
inequalitios of our social ocondition to the
demanda of that justioce which is the outoome
of culiure and humanity. The spread of
the gospel of Islam in the name of the pro-
phet, the search for the Golden Fleece, the
purauit of honour and glory in the wars
with the Baracens, the rescue of the Holy
Sepulchre, the discovery of America and
the Indies, never awakened such whole-
souled and genuine enthusiamm,

never
engrossed the lives and faculties of
our best thinkers and most active

philanthropista, never held up such visiona
of the futare than the ingly hopel

the s of the country cannot ha adeyustely
develaped wivhvu! » aysiem of scieatific irrigstion,
yet st the same time ib is ot jush to saddle the
community st large with heavy debbs incurred
gicher in raising the valus of private property o
for the benefit of leassholders That i not the
question. Would not the community aa s whols
raceive & Lanefit from & natinnal svstem of iniyg.
tion proportionata to the bsnetit received by the
commun .ty from the furtheraace of every other
national work, noswithataadiog the pressat con-
ditioas that regulate the ac:uninlation of capitel
in the hands of & fow, and the ahenrpricn of
vast estates by rpacalators in private property *
To argus osherwise would be to recomumsnd the
poatpinement of every act of pavional legidlation
uatil the country had obtained s full messure of
L wd Nationulisavion.  This is the contentive of
thore who would pust aside the consideration of 3
quaestion like Peotection in favour of sn altimate
aod  pussibly loni-dslunrd realisation of the
theories of Hexuv Likonar,  Oa the asme gronnd,
rail ¥ays should uot Le Luilt uatil the land of the
country was o'l nationulised, b:cause railways iz
crease the va'us of private progerty ialand, and
s would ba just aslogical to tax the property
holders for tne constraction of railways as it
would bs 3 -nx them for the conrtrustion of water-
warke. On the other hand, some one may sy leb
thy Stete underinke Lbe work of irrigaping the
couatry on scientido princ?v!u.«, but thoee Jeass
holders who desirs irrigsti.  sliould be prepared
t) pay the exp:pses comse .:nb on ity introdue
€an: 3f makine bomnaum oan i
contribution proportioned to the ares irrigated;
whilst in th e districts whera ths laud is {reehold
the whole expensas of initiation ond support
should bs barne bﬁ thyse- who alome sre direetly
banefited by it. 1% this would not do thse good
expeeted. It is mot the 8tatss busives: to pro-
vide irrigation for sny private individusl whomay
want it. [t ia tha State's business to provide irn-
gation wheresoever it may barequired, without
any reference whatsver to individual wants, forire
rigation is not a psrsonal luxury so much asa S:ate
neosaity. If it were lelt to vhe individual
to say whether he wanted ierigation or not, the
waalthier would have the Ereuyur advantage—the
poor man limitiug Lhe prodactiveness of biv land
to the mesaure of his pocket, Again, it would be
docidsdly anjust. Siosile lend with wil lie el
vantages of irrigation cannot be inade so_ produc-
tive as the alluvial flats that frings the havks of
rivers in_rainy divtriots—in moss caned in New
South \Vales, at all events, also nearer warket—~
and irrigated by Nature without cost ‘These ©
laster would have a promounced advantcya over
the farmers in less favoured localitis, and if the
State prop to squslise cond by texing
she latter, why uot extend the tax, on the
Georgeian principle, over the whale counwry, st
sorbing the unimproved valus of Iand whareso.
ever that Jand mn+ L situated? In such o ease
the Htatc couls . irrigate ss the country re
quired it, with nu invidions distiaction that
prassed heuvily on & mun vho was forced to selech
in & waterless diatrict, hundreds of miles from the
sescoast, .

. .

The opp ts of irrigation i the remark
of My, OHANTKE, in the New South Wales As.
sumbly, who, while speskiuy on the question ‘?l
Stats {ﬁiz‘.nion quoted (a3 showing how it aisht
be made bineficiel o the country) a cass o Vie
toria where land by these means had rissn ia velus
from £2 to over £30 ger aore,  Suy theultra anbi-
irrigstionists, no doubt the hon. member cousidered
shat the owner of this land was periecily entitled
to resp the unoarned iocrament copferred by the

. axpenditure of public mor.ey, but to the stndents

of the land question the seizure by the hqldarlo(
privata propeity of all adventitions viseq in valus
y such means is iniquitous snd differs but ligtls
from & bold dippin% of the haud iglo ths public
parse. No doubt, but while we penmit mes o0
abhorh) the unesrned increment in gity sud subur-
n lots, in misiog property, 1B speculstory
swindles of all sorty, it is idle to sttempt raform
in the least reprehensible direction. Ulnder exisn
ing conditions & man {5 eptitled to resp sny
siditions! advantage or value pud upon hila pro-
perty Ly State vxpenditure, s the oply way
cmugar, this vight i vbe introduction of o f
of Land Natiooalisation. Thst graated,
all talk about a eprcisl irrigationsl tax vlouxl.d!):'
idle, for the principle of the wingie tex 65pHs
all unimprove: values in land.
. . .

Nut thie is unly a partial a<pect of the qucsuog.
Leople are clamouring for xettlement upon lde
laed ; hundreds of useless men antl wouen emvf
into the sea.coast cities and lack the means 0!
trausportati- 1 to the interior, or the mesm 0
procure & living when they-geb there. lmmu?u
stretohes  of Blrrvu land are hungerlog for
labour, for water, for railways. —An inmems
inland tract which might be turned intoa glrds?
{s now dsvoted to raiving & few sheep aud lul&
yorting cne or two families in giving balls ln"
partios in London or in V'aris, The conntry 'nlo
nob one act of legislation which will conduc’r -
svtlement but :ﬂundud—ltlluw a dozen. .

ig setatos must be baxed until they are buns uvd-
TE selector must have land on essy torms :11
for it—if nced be the Stabe sbould -
vance fuads for the worklag of hia holdiog, P‘::‘
vidig bim witl seed and toole at & m::rkn p
cost, Water must ba introduced for thesakect
the country. Crops cannot be raised in dry,, '“:_
blistered soil, parched and thirsiing for rgnﬁ &
its equivalens. Railways must bs wa: o
order ¥hat the selector may be sbla tf port
vey his produce to market. Sstt e;-;kut
without irrigation, railweys, snd an esty “}l \h
is o Judicrous and irritating farce, and d‘. s
while the Ntate stands by with its hao nrm“
chkaﬁl this seems 10 be_the only sor¢ O

time to pa,

and progaie attempt to realize a ue‘xy'iod ‘when
paychologic want should bs unknown ; yet
ths rapid development of events in Russia
and the astounding universality with which
the world leapt forward to listen to the
teachings of BErXav Geomcr, ought to con-

4 euch countries 4z New South Wales soch
likely to gzt. As for the snomalies of th;p::eu:
system and the sdvantages they affor o
speculative landbolder, the S‘tlm_n preasn §
do nothing. Land Nationalisation o -
Nationalisation slone is the eqqxh\;lgdr:lm“.
The syatem is to_blame, nob the indivi : , aod
unil the uystem iv altersd all worka for the pu

perfor
Alter
oxiatil




