
Introduction 

The primary objective o f  the 
Republican Party o f  Australia, 

is the establishment o f  
an independent democratic republic, 

b y  severing constitutional links 
with the British Monarchy 

Australia moves into its third century since foundation 
faced with the sobering prospect of being left solely to its 
own devices, for the first time in its history. The British 
withdrawal east of Suez, together with entry into the 
European community and the changing complexion of the 
United States role in the Pacific, leave us in no doubt as 
to  the respective priorities of our major allies. Thus, we 
must come to  terms with the new order and the 
responsibilities that will flow from it. 
The Republican Party believes the current climate is now 
conducive to the realization of constitutional independ- 
ence by the establishment and international recognition of 
an independent republic of Australia - the logical and 
final step in our political evolution. The transition to a 
republic can be expected to  serve as a filip to  both 
national progress and pride - whilst providing the 

! essential pre-requisite for self-sufficiency and non- 
dependence on other nations. 
Paramount in our efforts to  achieve suchself-reliance, 
must be the cultivation of a positive policy of non- 

l alignment, which will serve to  nourish our independent 
aspirations, whilst not absolving us of regional and 
exterritorial responsibilities (as distinct from 
isolationism). This desire for self-sufficiency must 
permeate every facet of our national life, from the armed 
services through to  the arts. 
There is no place in the Australia of tomorrow, for 
basking in reflected glories. 
We need look no further than ourselves, in providing our 
own protection and our own resourcefulness in industry 
and commerce, in the sciences and humanities and in 
social reforms. The needs of all, are unique in their 
Australian context and the needs of all can be met with 
indigenous solutions and formulas, if we are to have 
confidence in ourselves as individuals, and as a people. 
Throughout the world, "yesterdays answers" are being 
found wanting, new approaches are desperately needed - 
"yesterdays men" are unlikely to  provide such answers! 
Australia is no less affected by this lack of vision - the 
present parties of the old order are hostage to  unyielding 
dogma and hamstrung by retarding traditions which 
serve only to give rise to inept and divisive policies. 
Such a torpid political climate, must only perpetuate the 
inequalities of privilege in all its manifestations, epitom- 
ized most graphically in the institution of our anachron- 
istic monarchy and its attendant, "bunyip aristocracy!" 
Australia is on the threshhold of greatness. One Party 
alone, has the vision to  realize that greatness. Our destiny 
belongs to  us. 
The Republican Party invites all Australians to  move 
forward together, to reap the fruits of that destiny. 



The Economs 

The long-term stability of the Austrahan economy, 
demands a great measure of rapport amongst employers, 
employees and governments. 

The Republican Party, with a view to  promoting such 
harmony is committed to an imaginative and refreshing 
new policy, which would actively seek to achieve an 
equitable, (albeit minority) worker share in the owner- 
ship of companies, irrespective of nature, magnitude, or 
existing proprietorship. The Republican Party believes 
such a partnership of both workers and investors alike in 
enterprise, would see, apart from industrial concord - 
marked improvement in productivity and efficiency - 
with a resultant greater pride in work. 

Such a daring departure from the Capitalism VS 
Cornmunlsm syndrome pitting owners against workers or 
State against workers respectfully, offers a viable alter- 
native to most Australians, who are equally (and 
justifiably !) mistrustful of embracing Socialism. 

Joint worker-owner proprietorship would further 
compliment attempts to provide adequate consumer 
protection. 

Further, the Republican Party committed to the 
maintamence of full employment, in a modern, free 
enterprise economy, believes Australia is in the unique 
position of being able to confront the bogey of 
Automation and convert it a complimentary instrument 
for our modest workforce. Automation thus harnessed. 
could enable competitive Australian entry into world 
markets hltherto and otherwise denied. 

It will be seen also, automation may obviate the need to 
create a huge population, which serves only, to 
compound social and economic problems. 

Social Welfare 

The Republican Party as opposed to the tardiness of the 
conservative bodies and the hand-outs of the socialists, 
envisages the provision of social welfare, by the creation 
of a single, national insurance scheme spanning the 
full spectrum of welfare requirements. Aged and 
invalid pensions, Health and unemployment benefits 
together with superannuation etc., all would thus be 
streamlined in adrnirustrabon, to assure maximum 
efficiency in the dspensmg of benefits promptly, - and 
at the lowest possible cost to contributors. 

Such an all-embracing national scheme, financed by the 
citizens themselves. during their workmg llfe and drawn 
from disposable mcome, would enable all citizens to 
maintain their individual dignity when claiming support, 
in the knowledge that they - and not the State - will 
be providing relief. 

Mindful of our desire to attain both political and m 

economic mdependence, a republican government whilst 
appreciative of forelgn capital's vital role, would assure 
local equlty majonties in industrial - both primary and 
secondary and natlonal resources undertalungs. 



Education 

The Republican Party will not entertain any form of 
compromise in attaining, and making available to all 
citizens - irrespective of means - the highest possible 
standards in education. It is proposed all schools, both 
government and private, be granted an initial injection 
of funds where and when deemed necessary, to achieve 
and maintain acceptable standards. The determining 
and s u p e ~ s i o n  of such criteria, will at all times, rest 
with the state. 

Whilst every Australian pupil is d e s e ~ n g  of the best 
educational system the State can provide, amelioration 
of educational amenities and facilities is also essential in 
the interests of the teaching profession, in recognition of 
teachings invaluable role and in attracting and retaining 
individuals of the highest calibre to the profession. 

The proportion of budgetary expenditure allocated for 
education - always a matter of dispute - remains 
largely, not a question of if, we can afford increasing 
educational requisites, but rather, if we can afford not 
to meet such needs! 

The forms of government which a coun t ry  
can adopt  ( o r  have imposed upon i t )  a r e  
a s  v a r i e d  a s  l i f e  i t s e l f .  Those c u r r -  
e n t l y  i n  e x i s t e n c e  range from t h e  t o t a l i -  
t a r i a n  regimes o f  t h e  Communist b l o c  t o  
t h e  p e t t y  d i c t a t o r s h i p s  of South  America 
t o  t h e  a t t e m p t s  a t  democracy i n  v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  of t h e  wor ld .  There i s  no good 
reason  why A u s t r a l i a  shou ld  employ any 
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  forms of  government. 
The Republ ican P a r t y  o f  A u s t r a l i a  pro- 
poses  a un ique ly  A u s t r a l i a n  concept  of 
government bo rn  of democracy and gover- 
ned by t h e  w i l l  of t h e  people .  

A u s t r a l i a  was once t h e  most democra t i c  
country  i n  t h e  wor ld .  The scheme pro- 
posed by t h i s  p a r t y  would undoubtedly  
make i t  s o  a g a i n .  Two p r i n c i p l e s  have 
emerged a s  of t h e  utmost impor tance  t o  
t r u e  democracy. The f i r s t  of  t h e s e  i s  
p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  The second 
is t h a t  government must be  a s  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  people  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

The Federal Government 
I n  t h e  concept  of p r o p o r t i o n a l  r ep resen-  
t a t i o n  l i e s  t h e  key t o  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Pa r l i amen t .  
P r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  would e n s u r e  
(as  n e a r l y  a s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  do) t h a t  
a l l  groups i n  t h e  community would be  r e -  
p r e s e n t e d  i n  Pa r l i amen t  accord ing  t o  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  numbers b e a r  t o  
t h e  o v e r a l l  community. Th i s  would mean 
t h a t  t h e  composi t ion  of Pa r l i amen t  would 
r e f l e c t  t h e  composi t ion  of s o c i e t y .  The 
b a s i s  of democracy i n  a l a r g e  coun t ry  i s  

l government by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  And what 
could  be more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ?  What, t h e n ,  

t could  be more democrat ic?  

I n s t e a d  of having one group i n  P a r l i a m e n t  
be ing  made t h e  government, t h e  whole of  
Pa r l i amen t  would be t h e  government. I n  
t h e  p a s t  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  have o f f e r e d  gov- 
ernment c o n t r o l l e d  by b i g  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r -  
e s  ts , government c o n t r o l l e d  by t r a d e  
u n i o n s ,  government run  by f a n n e r s  and 
even government c o n t r o l l e d  by a church.  
I t  took t h e  imag ina t ive  gen ius  of  t h e  



Republican P a r t y  t o  conceive  t h e  scheme of 
government s o  bo ld  t h a t  i t  proposes  t h a t  
t h e  government should  be run  by t h e  govern- 
ment i t s e l f !  Cabinet  p o s i t i o n s  would be 
d i v i d e d  between a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  r ep resen-  
t e d  i n  Pa r l i ament  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  
s i z e  of  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  The P r e s i -  
dency would r o t a t e  around t h e  members of 
t h e  Cabinet  f o r  p e r i o d s  of (poss ib ly )  
twelve  months a t  a  t ime.  

The Republican P a r t y  d e p l o r e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  
d i v i s i o n  of Pa r l i ament  i n t o  Government 
and Oppos i t ion .  I n  theory  i t  might seem 
t h a t  t h i s  type of d i v i s i o n  would h e l p  t o  
keep Par l i ament  on i t s  t o e s  a s  a  s t r o n g  
Oppos i t ion  would be qu ick  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  
mis takes  of  t h e  Government. I n  p r a c t i c e  
we have seen  t h a t  i t  does n o t  work t h a t  
way. Members of  Pa r l i ament  have develop- 
ed  a  m e n t a l i t y  which h o l d s  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h e i r  own s i d e  proposes  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t  
and t h a t  t h e i r  o p p o s i t e  numbers speak on ly  
nonsense.  Both s i d e s  of t h e  House have 
reached a  p o i n t  where they  a r e  a f r a i d  t o  
confess  t h e i r  own mis takes  and cannot  
a p p a r e n t l y  comprehend t h a t  members of 
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  a l s o  possess  a  developed and 
informed i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Whenever i s s u e s  of 
major importance c o n f r o n t  t h e  n a t i o n  t h e  ex- 
t e n s i v e  e f f o r t s  of b o t h  s i d e s  a r e  more con- 
cerned wi th  s a v i n g  f a c e  t h a n  w i t h  what i s  
b e s t  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n .  The r e s u l t  i s  a  
f a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge mis takes  and an  
unreasonable  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  new i d e a s  t o  
b e  p r o p e r l y  d i s c u s s e d  and cons ide red .  

The sys tem of government env i saged  by t h e  
Republ ican P a r t y  does n o t  deny a  r o l e  t o  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  is  based 
on t h e  assumption of t h e i r  cont inued e x i s -  
t e n c e .  R a t h e r ,  i t  seeks  t o  r e d i r e c t  t h e  
e n e r g i e s  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  s o  t h a t  they 
might work t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  common good i n -  
s t e a d  of spend ing  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of  
P a r l i a m e n t ' s  t ime  n e e d l e s s l y  f i g h t i n g  
amongst themselves .  

The d e s i r e  f o r  a  r o t a t i n g  Pres idency  drawn 
from Cabinet  s tems from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  
would f i t  i n  s o  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
proposed sys tem of government and a l s o  
from t h e  need which is  f e l t  t o  p lay  down 
p e r s o n a l i t y - c u l t  p o l i t i c s .  The r o t a t i o n  
of t h e  P res idency  would mean t h a t  none of 
t h e  e l ements  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  Cabinet  
would be  l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  c o l d .  
Because of t h i s  involvement i n  t h e  essen-  
t i a l  f u n c t i o n s  of  g o v c r m e n t  and t h e  ves- 
t ed  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  each  group would t h u s  
have i n  t h e  P res idency  a l l  p a r t i e s  would be  

oh l iged  t o  a c t  i n  a  more r e s p o n s i b l e  f a sh -  
i o n .  That each p a r t y  should  i n  i t s  t u r n  
f u r n i s h  t h e  n a t i o n  wi th  i t s  P r e s i d e n t  
would a l s o  reduce t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h e  
i n s t a b i l i t y  which is  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
m u l t i  - p a r t y  government. 

Thus we propose  a  system i n  which every  
group of subs tance  i n  t h e  community can,  
by i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t a k e  p a r t  i n  gov- 
ernment; a  system, moreover, i n  which t h e  
i s s u e s  and t h e  w e l f a r e  of t h e  coun t ry  w i l l  
be  more i a p o r t a n t  than  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
involved.  

Federcllism The Republ ican P a r t y  
h a s  a l s o  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e  cause  of democ- 
r acy  w i l l  n o t  be advanced by t h e  c e n t r a l i s -  
a t i o n  of power i n  Canberra.  Our f e d e r a l  
p o l i t i c i a n s  a l r e a d y  c la im t o  be  overworked 
and most of our  law now comes from l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  de lega ted  t o  b u r e a u c r a t s .  
To g i v e  more power t o  Canberra  i s ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e ,  t o  g i v e  much n o r e  power t o  t h e  
bureaucracy.  I t  is  conceded t h a t  t h e  
members of  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a r e  f i n e  men 
and women of  b o t h  competence and i n t e g r i t y  
b u t  they a r e  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  people  
f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  I n  s h o r t ,  government 
by t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i s  n o t  democra t i c .  

The apparen t  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  needs  
f o r  an e n e r g e t i c  and mature c e n t r a l  gov- 
ernment and f o r  a  d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  of pow- 
e r  can be  r e s o l v e d  by a  r e t u r n  t o  true 
f e d e r a l i s m .  

For f e d e r a l i s m  t o  f u n c t i o n  p r o p e r l y  we must 
c r e a t e  a  balanced s t r u c t u r e  of government 
i n  which s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  bod ies  would 
have an equa l  i n t e r n a l  s t a t u s .  Of c o u r s e ,  
on ly  t h e  f e d e r a l  body could speak f o r  
A u s t r a l i a  and r e p r e s e n t  u s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a f f a i r s .  Mat te r s  which by t h e i r  n a t u r e  
need t o  be  d e a l t  w i t h  on  a  n a t i o n a l  b a s i s  
should  be  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  Commonwealth 
government. Other  m a t t e r s ,  a s  much a s  
p r a c t i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e ,  should  be i n  t h e  
hands of s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  bod ies .  (Fu tu re  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  w i l l  s eek  t o  
show whether t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r s  
d e a l t  wi th  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  n a t i o n a l  o r  
l o c a l  c o n t r o l .  ) 

Federal ism has  n o t  worked p r o p e r l y  i n  
A u s t r a l i a  t o  d a t e  because  t h e  p r e s e n t  frame- 
work e n a b l e s  t h e  Commonwealth t o  dominate 



t he  scene .  This has  been brought  about  by 
t h e  l a c k  of any c l e a r  l i n e  of demarcat ion 
between f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  f u n c t i o n s  com- 
bined wi th  t h e  Commonwealth government 's  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  p u r s e - s t r i n g s .  
The Republican P a r t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s t a n d s  
f o r  a  c a r e f u l  d e f i n i t i o n  of the  r e s p e c t i v e  
powers involved and a  new f i n a n c i a l  a r r ange-  
ment which would be t h e  founda t ion  of t h e  
new f e d e r a t i o n .  

We env i sage  one common revenue fund,  a  
major  p a r t  of which would be d i v i d e d  be- I 

L 

tween t h e  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  governments r 
each yea r  on t h e  b a s i s  of a  f i x e d  prede- L 
termined pe rcen tage  which would be embodied 
i n  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  formula f o r  t h a t  pur- 
pose .  The formula i t s e l f  would be s u b j e c t  
t o  review by a  body comprised of r ep resen-  
t a t i v e s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  governments invo lved .  
Amounts r e q u i r e d  by any government over  and 
above i t s  predetermined s h a r e  of t h e  d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  funds  would be t h e  s u b j e c t  of a  
p e t i t i o n  t o  t h i s  body. A p r e l i m i n a r y  
h e a r i n g  would come b e f o r e  a  member o f  t h e  
j u d i c i a r y  t o  dec ide  whether o r  n o t  t h e  
c l a i m  was w i t h i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e f i n i -  
t i o n  of a  S p e c i a l  Case. I f  t h e  answer was 
i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  t h e  m a t t e r  would then  go 
t o  t h e  body r e f e r r e d  t o  which would a l s o  be 
c h a i r e d  by a  member of t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  

3'he &?nate I n  t h e  proposed fed- 
e r a l  ba lance  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a s  a  s t a t e ' s  house ,  
would be unnecessary .  Recen t ly ,  however, 
t h e  Sena te  h a s  shown s i g n s  of deve lop ing  i n t o  
a  house o f  committees wherein m a t t e r s  o f  
g r e a t  impor tance  can be cons ide red  more f u l l y  
than  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  House of Representa-  
t i v e s .  Assuming t h a t  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  can 
be f u l l y  r e a l i z e d ,  t h e  Republican P a r t y  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  cont inued e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  Sen- 
P t e  f o r  t h i s  purpose .  

Sta tehndar ies  ~ o t s t r i ~ t l y  
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of government b u t  
mentioned h e r e  f o r  convenience i s  t h e  Repub- , 
l i c a n  P a r t y  p o l i c y  of i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e d e f i n i n g  s t a t e  boundar ies  
on a  b a s i s  of l o g i c a l  zoning r a t h e r  than  I 
h i s t o r i c a l  a c c i d e n t .  

h a Nutshe22 Through p r o p o r t i o n a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and a  r e t u r n  t o  t r u e  f e d e r -  
a l i s m ,  Republ ican P a r t y  p o l i c i e s  a r e  des igned 
t o  make government i n  A u s t r a l i a  conform more 
c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of democracy. 

Development 

The Republican Party views both conservation and 
national development as joint issues most likely to 
effect the long-term well being of all Australians. Whilst 
it has become fashionable to indulge in hyperbole, in 
paying lip-service denouncing the desecration of our 
environment and the ravages of our unique fauna, the 
Republican Party would take drastic action to cease 
such myopic actions by means of a multi-pronged assault 
on this betrayal of posterity! 

Pollution: Industrial pollution in particular, must 
be prevented at the source, as opposed to  "nominal"fines 
for breaches, which fail to offer sufficient deterrent. 
Pesticide control must be enacted and enforced rigor- 
ously. 

Conservation: The Republican Party remains 
unintimidated by the god of "progress" for its own sake. 
Motivated by the rational attitudes that characterize 
their every approach - republicans reject the notion 
that simply because a mineral deposit is known to exist 
in a given area, it must be "developed" in the interests of 
productivity and progress! - -  or that a forest might be 
razed to  claim "improvements" (!!) - for taxation 
purposes. Such double-standards are an indictment of 
current government policies. 

Decentralization: Few issues have inspired more 
platitudes and less implementation than decentralization. 
The Republican Party would seek to high-light the 
correlation between decentralization and the "quality 
of life". The cancerous urban sprawl with its manifold 
socio-economic problems, must be terminated unequiv- 
ocally. A national master plan, with projections 
categorizing areas as being suitable for light, medium or 
heavy population densities must be given top priority. 

Population: The "populate or perish" assertion pro- 
mulgated in the post-war period and until recently 
readily accepted by most Australians, no longer 
maintains credibility without due regard for the capacities 
of education; housing; employment etc. Restricted 
immigration, having cognizance of prevailing domestic 
conditions, together with the exercise of voluntary 
proceation control on the part of indigenous 
Australians, will see a new, national emphasis placed 
upon a qualitative life style. 



The Republican Party remalns convinced of the long 
term vlability and mestimable value of traditional 
primary industries. Bold and vigorous inatives would 
distingush a republicdn government's part in creating a 
rural industrv as self-sufficient as the new republic 
itself. 

Predictably then, a republ~can government would not 
wish to mamtam the grantlng of hand-outs in perpetuity, 
(any more than self-respectmg farmers themselves desue 
retention ul subsides or grants!) -- a republican 
government would. however, be anxious to provide 
funds to assist rural enterprises achieve maxlmum 
efficiency A rural bank, offering funds, liberally, on 
long term, low Interest rates would be created to 
provide for the rural sectors sole needs. Major 
criteria In evaluaung the rural industry as a whole or in 
part, would be based upon efficiency - not on size 
Sometimes the most efficient enterprise will be seen to 
be large, but very often it will be small or medium. Yet 
a continurng parallel benefit from a more independent 
political posture, would be the concerted efforts to div- 
ersify our markets from the traditional European sources 
- soon to be denied us. The narrow concentration of 
past and present markets. turther witness to our colonial 
legacy ! 

Wool: The recent depression in wool prices is a prime 
example of the manner in whlch Australians have been 
conditioned to selling themselves short. 

The Republican Party believes that Australian Merino 
wool remains without peer as a textile fibre. This mono- 
poly on the worlds best wool. can, and must be exploited 
to  the full. The marketing of "Australian Pure Merino 
wool" as opposed to the non-de-script "Pure new wool", 
on international markets would afford maximum benefits 
to be derived. m like manner accorded Belgian lace, Scott- 
ish tweed or Scandanavlan design etc. Should such 
unilateral marketing of wool in raw and finished article 
form, lead to withdrawal from the international mark- 
eting bodies so long carned on Australian coat-tails 
- this should obviously not serve as a deterrent. 

The production of firushed woolen articles in Australia 
is of vital necessity, ~f the home industry is to exercise 
significant mfluence on the fortunes of wool, whdst 
realizing optlmum returns - such a contention, formerly 
drawing derislve retorts, now commands respect In the 

Defence U 
Foreign Affuhs 

The Republican Party has made clear its desire for an 
Australia capable of commanding its awn destiny - a 
nation resolutely drawing itself up and casting aside its 
neo-colonial yoke - thus winning respect and admiration 
of the multifariaus nations of the Pacific region and 
beyond. Whilst in so many respects, Australia today is 
self-governing, it is nat sufficient to  BE so in constit- 
utional terms - it must also APPEAR to be so - to the 
world at large, and no less to  it-self! At this point in 
time it has attained neither form nor substance! 

As the most potentially influential nation in the Pacific 
basin, Australia has an obligatory first duty to  the less 
well-endowed nations of Oceania, so long excluded from 
the Australian consciousness. Positive and tangible 
relationships with oceanic nations, in the form of 
reciprocal trade agreements, together with social and 
cultural exchanges - preceded by economic assistance, 
of more than token substance, will see a basis for 
immigration in the near future. 

Such foreign aid as is committed by Australia, would be 
channelled through the United Nations and its agencies, 
to spare recipient nations the "strings" so customarily 
attached. 

Motivated by a genuine spirit of non-alignment, a 
republican Australia, aspiring t o  middle-power status and 
playing a constructive role in the councils of the world, 
would gravitate to a position of trusted intermediary. 
Non-alignment, viewed as a positive, contributing force, 
would also serve to foster self-sufficiency in the provision 
of defense equipment, at  present, so painfully neglected. 
There would remain, however, emphasis upon defensive. 
as opposed to  offensive materiel. 

light of automation and increased efficiencies. 



Conclusion 

P 8  S ?  

In reading this outline you will have discovered that 
republicans are interested in much more than abolishing 
Monarchy. 

Our basic attitudes do not arise from the fact that we 
are republicans. Rather, the fact that we are republicans 
is a result of our basic attitudes. Because we share 
these basic attitudes, it follows that Republicanism in its 
broadest sense, applies to everything from defense to 
education, to housing. Yet Republicans are not dog- 
matic. Above all else, they cherish government by reason 
as the ultimate objective. 

Republicans are, therefore, the kind of people who will 
listen to other people's ideas and accept criticism of their 
own. This sort of criticism is openly invited in the 
Republican Party, in the belief that a complete and 
honest debate in the only way of achieving well reasoned 
government. 

The Republican Party alone, provides the opportunity 
for Australians fiom a 1  walks of life, to share in the task 
of introducing Australia to a new era. 

Applications for membership should be directed to: 

Republican Party of Australia, 
National Headquarters, 
P.O. Box 106, 
Croydon, Victoria, 3 136. 

New South Wales Divison: 
P.O. Box 192, 
Spit Junction, N.S.W., 2088. 

Queensland Division: 
P.O. Box 67, 
Kenmore, Qld., 4069 

South Australian Division: 
P.O. Box 16, 
Elizabeth, S.A., 51 12. 

Victorian Division: 
G.P.O. Box 1976R, 
Melbourne, Vic; 3001. 


