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LAND 
l .tnd I\ ~ I U I  lilt our mother \+e h e l ~ ~ n g  to the land t l i c  Ltnd 
~loi,\n't belong to I]\ I t  pro\ ~ d c \  U\ u II h plent\ 01 tood. 11 keep\ U\ 

~ ~ i r m  d u r ~ n g  utnter and \heiter\ us from tiic rain\ 

\I;in\ incligcri~iu\ people all c w r  the world ha\e a strong s p ~ r ~ t u a l  
l ~ ~ I , i t ~ o n \ h i p  u i r h  the I;~nd. Our  people are k n o u n  to he one o l  the 
oIdc\r peoplc of culture on 1111s earth. therefore. making 
\ h o ~ - ~ g ~ n a l  peoplc the spiritual contact wi th the land. Spann~ng 
oicr .i hundred th~ )u \and  !ear old culture and rc lat ion\h~p \+i th 
!!l< !;Ind. oul people \ u r \ i \ ed  lee-age after ~cc-age. generation 
,II I<-I generation 

I .lnd \tancl\ tor ;I \ \  n ihol  ot \trength. thegra\s. rok)t\. u.hert. e\er! 
r o ~ . L  tree. plant anci a n ~ m a l  l i le ~ s a  s!.mhol ot ourbehes. Treat~ng 
ih i .  Lrnd. our niother. u l t h  respect is treating oursekes a i t h  
rc\pect Obc! Ing the lau \  nt nature is I ~ t i n g  with nature in ~tself 

0 1 1 1  people ha\c  a \er! htrong totemship u i t h  the land. keeping 
I hi3 \ p~ r l t ua l  bond I\ kceplng and preierting eter! l i \  ing thing 
a\ \nc~ated u i t h  the land. 

\\L. are a peopic ot man! nations. each h a \ ~ n g  our own tribal 
houndar~cs arid ea~.h l i \  ing u i th  and adapting to dirferent \I\ ing 
.ond~t ionx t ; ~ c h  tinbe only hunted within their boundaries. 
: i l~itrol l~.d h~ i rn lng  \ \a\  used i o  neu plant life preu and morc 
. , i i ~ n ~ a l  1111. <;irne t o o d  i r om the land uas shared equally among 

pcople I hcrc 15 no ua\te. u c  n o e r  t a l c  morc than u e  need. 
hi.cp~rig the L.\LIC 01 I ~ l e  producing from the land to  U\ ut thout 
~i~,,rro\ ing 

I .tnd I. \er! Iniport;\nt Irlr our peoples' lutul-c. b i t hou :  I(. \+e 
.1,i11d r c i  IOW th;~t \ p l r i t u i~ I  contact I t  I\ u c r c d  to U\  

\\ \\ i l l  ccln(lnue our struggle. n c  matter hou  long i t  taLc\. \4e 
I>:I\ L ;I ni~tul-;l! 11gI:t11i~ Instinct insrd~.us that comes trom thl\ land. 

COLONY TO NATION? 

i i ' :~ i \  p ~ ~ t ~ p l ~  + O \ \ L ~ \ C I ,  \ ~ c u  . \ u ~ t ~ a l i a ' \  co lon~a l  \t:~tu\ 'I\ h c ~ n g  
: ~ l : ~ i . ! ~ ~  In .L.~,IIIO!. 10 thc 'tathcriand' n l  t'rrgland. "4u\tral ia 1s not 
I , , \ IS I I~ \  1 : r 1 \ \  <IIIL,I , 1 1 1 .  I ~ c d ~ ~ r ; l r ~ o r i  \ \ : I \ : I L ~ I C \ ~ ~  In 1901 !"lndccd. 

the rclat~onshlp hetucen the Hrlt l \h >c-ttlers ~ n d  the~ r  home-ldnd 
h,l\ hecome d~\tanced o\er tlrne dnd talk ol  an \u \ t rd l~an 
Republic wem\ to turther \c\er Au\traha'\ Rrit l \h tic\ 

\'c1 -\u\tralia rcmalns a coloniwd countr!. no  les\ than I t  did 0 0  
!cars ago. There are still t u o  g r o u p  olpeople thecoloni\cr and 
the colonised. The legal. soclal. political. and philosophical 
>!\terns ot the early colon~sers rcmaln in lorcc today. k'ct u hat 01 
10.000 !ear\ ol Aboriginal lau\ .  01' 4horlginal cducatlon. <)I 
.-\horig~nal \p~ritualit!'.' H! employing genocide and then a\stmi- 
lation !mental genocide) the colonisers ol  4uj t ra l ia ha\c 
endea\c!t~red to rnainta~n a stranglehold o\er Ahor ig~na l  pcoplc 
Thc  right to [ h e r  land. the rlght to 40.000 !ears o l  t rad l t~ona l  
organl\atlon has heen denied. B! acknou.Iedglng onl! a hitc 
education \!.stern\. u hlte legal i!.stenls. white religion. u h ~ t c  
phrlosophles. Austral~a today maintains a colonlal mental~t! a 
mentalit! that refuse the right o f  existence to ;in! other ua! 01 
being. 

Man! applaud the struggle o l  the Kanakh In \ c u  Caledon~a to 
gain independence f rom the French. Man! applaud the BlacL 
people o f  South Africa i n  their attempts to he tree of an l m p o e d  
political system. Man! uphold the irrefutable right o f  ~ndigennu\ 
people\ throughout the world to  h a w  control o \er  t h r ~ r  o u n  
culture and their own land. \'et Abor~g ina l  peoplc in Au\tralra arc 

II\ ing under colonial rule. under a system olrules. \alue\. and 
sspirations uh i ch  are not o f  t he~ r  oun .  

I1 Austral~a 1s to be de-colonlsed i n  a real henss irre\pecti\c ol 
the '\+bite paper' 01' Federation or Repuhlicanlsm then t h ~ ,  
-\horiglnai u:i\ 01 being mu\t  be;ihsorbed intoc\cr! lahncof thl\ 
\oc~et!. V !;c11 -\u\tral ia I\ no longer'a u hitc co lon~a l  countr! hur 
;in -\horrpinal countr!. the last ?(K) years u ill hc.cornc hut a mere 
h~ceup In the strong and continuous sun  i \ a l  o fan  ancient culturc 

SOVEREIGNTY 



.Sowrcixnr I had 
\ o r ,  we urll.fi,qht fur ir hack 
Fi)r re//-determinarion, ro heal Tome 
Of [he deep pain inside ~ . h i c h  we srill carrj, 
This LT Aboriginal land 
4 la,a.i,s was, a l~ ,a , rs  n.i// he 
Recupire Aboriginal on.nership 
Gi\v us our S o \ ~ r e i p ~ r ) .  

Kevin Duncan 

ABORIGINAL SOVEREIGNTY - 
NEVER CEDED 

U c. the Aboriginal people. restate that we are the So\erelgn 
Owners of Australia. There have been no  treaties with us and u e  
ha \c  never ceded our  So~ere ignty .  

O u r  land has been in\aded by a foreign power that broke 
lnternatlonal 1 . a ~  and its o w n  Imperial Directive. 'You are  with 
the consent o l  the natives to take possession . . . "  i.e. a treaty. 
Instead. in 1770. Captain C o o k  declared the legal lie that our  land 
u a \  rvrra nulliu.c, a wasteland and unoccupied. O u r  humanity was 
denled and the historical fiction that Australia was peacefully 
settled has b e n  perpetrated. 

1-he .Aboriginal people held at that time Sovere~gn Domain  over 
Australia. that is. they were a people. held recognised areas of land 
In ownership and possession. and had a legal and social structure. 
This posltion 1s and  was internationally recognised as a Sovereign 
position. Yet physical and cultural genocide was attempted 
agarnst us and  o u r  land was made  vacant by imprisoning the 
owners in small concentration camps called Aboriginal Reserves. 
The oppression and injustice continues t o  this day. T h e  Federal 
Cjo\ernment refuses to use its powers granted by over 90r; of 
white Australians in the 1967 'yes'referendum. whichenables i t  to  
make  special laws for Aboriginals. In the courts the judges 
conclude that Sowreignt! cannot  be challenged within the 
Auhtralian legal system. All legal and political channels have been 
exhausted within Australia. 

O U I  path t o  justice n o u  lles In the ~nternatlonal  arena. In 1975 the 
Interndtrondl Court  ot .lustlce lound that u h e n  the Spanl\h 

colonised rhe U estern Sahara In 1844 it was Inhabited by people 
organised in t r h m  and a s  a c o n q u e n c e  the Western Sahara Ha.\ 
not rerra nullius. In a separate ruling it wasstated that theconcept 
of rerra nullius stand condemned. 

In 1975 our call for a treaty was diluted by the Federal Covern- 
ment which would only consider a Makarrata. a compact. a 
domestic agreement and would not recognise us at Sovereign 
Levels. 1-he Makarrata would have been a deal between whlte 
Government and people with n o  status. I t  could have been 
amended and repealed by future legislaton. This applies. also, t o  
the Prime Minister. Rob Hawke's statement in September 1987 
concerning a -compact of understanding". a domestic agreement. 
between Aboriginal people and white Australia. 

Only a treaty under international law is constitutional, over-rides 
internal laws and is enforcible. 

It takes one trip by Bill Hayden. Minister for Foreign Affalrh. t o  
Gene\.a t o  proclaim recognrtion of our  pre-existlng rights. our  
continuing rights. and the need for a trial under the mandate o l  
the Clnited Nations. under the Vlenna Conventmn o n  the L a u  of 
Treaties. One little trip t o  stop a lot of injustice. 

Australia IS the only former British colony which has 'i01 
entered Into a treaty with the Indigenous Peoples. A treat! IS the 
only permanent inviolate legal instrument that can protect a n  
Indigenous Peoples' rights and  enshrine those rights so  that the! 
cannot be eroded by racists and  cannot  betaken away at the whim 
of legislators. 

We pursue a Sovereign Treaty. under the Vienna Convention on  
the Law of Treaties. that has constitutional effect and is void il'lt 
violates fundamental principles of Human Rights. eg. the right 01' 
a people to self-determination. 

There must be a proper foundation for Black White relations in 
this land. a treaty. that will lay the cornerstone for a n e u  Australia 
based o n  Jus t~ce ,  Peace and  H u m a n  Rights for  all. 

SOVEREIGN TREATY '88 CAMPAIGh 
G.P.O. Box 1101, Canberm, A.C.T. 2601 



4 1  r h ~  c , l r l \  l9(X)'s u h ~ t ~  -Iu\trdl~dn\ heI~e\  t d  thdt 4ustrLdld s 
i b o r ~ g ~ n d l  populd t~on  u~ doomed to e\tlnctlon b ~ t h  so m m \  
murders the t d k ~ n g  o( \o  m u ~ h  ldnd and the destruct~on ol 
~ u l t u r r s  the gmernment  establ~shed mmlons  and resenes In 
1909 the 4bor1gindl Pro tec t~on  Act uds  also estabhshed glblng 
A b c r ~ g ~ n a l  people on resenes no  sa\  ober their own lives The) 
u e r r  prevented from being able to  own propert\ and habe bdnk 
dccounts The\  recened welfare pakmentq not In cash but in food 
ratlons given out b\ the local po l~ce  officer The  resene  mdndgers 
would often spht up larnll~es for breakmg the rules and \ o u n g  
chlldren uould be sent to  the c ~ t \  trdinlng homes to end u p  
yomebod\'s s e n d n t  or for boung bo\s  to be labourers or 
h d n d ~ m e n  I hese Loung people uere  subject to sexual abuse 
p h \ \ ~ c d l  abuse dnd should a Loung woman become pregnant she 
uds  sent back to  the resene  These young Aborigtnal people u e r r  
to bc pd\ed sixpence d week dnd d majorlt\ of them ne\er  e \en  
\du the sixpence 

In 1938 a public~sed poI111ca1 demand was made for [.and K~ghta  
tor Absrigrnal people. b! .lack Patten on  behalfofthe Aborig~naI 
Progress A s s o c ~ a t ~ o n  ( A P A ) .  .After this. reserve managers told 
res~dents  the! uould  be told to  leave the reserve if the! got 
in \o l \cd  with the A P A .  4 Land Rights bill was not passed In 
par l~ament  untd 19x4. 45 years later 

\ b o r ~ g ~ n c \  uerc  k c o m ~ n g  more politlcall! actlve. In I946 
4bor1g1nal stockmen In Western Aus t ra l~a  organ~sed  a long 
l a r t ~ n g  s t r ~ k e  o \ e r  wagea and conditions. In1962 the people of 
k'lrrkala In the Uonhern  T e r r ~ t o n  sent a petition t o  Canberra 
protesting at the desecration o f t h e ~ r  land due to  bauxite mlnmg. 
In 1965 the \ o r t h  Australian Workers Union began a historic 
case In which 11 applied for equal  pay for Aboriginal stockmen. 
411 of these events raised community auareness about  Aboriginal 
Iswes and strengthened Aboriginal organlhatlons throughout 
Australia In their struggle for r~ghts .  In 1972 a n  Aboriginal I'ent 
tmbass! was set u p  outside Parliament House in Canberra. to 
help bring national and  mterna t~onal  awareness to the pos i t~on  of 
4borlglnal people and the recognition of Land Rights The  
embass! remained lor h months.  

Ylnce the 1972 Tent Embass\ a large number ol Abor tg~nal  orgdn- 
Isdtions hd\e been formed to  contlnue the 5truggle for Aboriglndl 
Rights 7 he people ~ n \ o l \ e d  and t h e ~ r  organlsatlons h a ~ e  become 
rht backbone In the continuing development of the Abor ig~nal  
polit~cal mo\ement The! have formed effect~ve pre5jure groups 
1 1 1  lobb\ go\ernments dnd Aborigmal communltles dre no\r i b l e  
1 0  c \prc\s  their \ I C W \  on  many Issues The\  h a ~ e d l s o  spearheaded 
I \ lhrdnt r e a t t ~ r n i d t ~ o n  ol A b o r ~ g ~ n a l  culture d e s p ~ t e  the h ~ s t o r \  ol 
L i  h ~ t c  oppre\slon and terror o \ e r  the past 700 years 

C urther Reading: 
I )~rccror  ol S p r c ~ a l  Programs The ,4horr,qme.s rn ilu.\rralran 
l irrror~ A b o r ~ y n a l  Education I ' n ~ t .  \ S.W 

\ Y L i  M~nlstr! oI 4bor1ginal Al'l'a~rs. Sur\,r\,al distributed to 
, 1 1 1  \ S b' schools 

ODE TO THE BICENTENARY 

4nd iroch us ilokt r o  clleur uncl hrrhc" 
11 'e ntver said " Brmg alcohol 
leach u.5 h m  1 0  drink " 
U'e ne\w said "Here run our li1.4~. 
So nSe nvn 'I have 10 rhmk ': 
We never said " We '// ~ l m ~ e  for jlou 
Jusr slap a chain around nlj '  leg" 
We never surd "Trear us like dogs and 
u,atch US Irck iu1r boots and beg" 
Sure11. 1 . o ~  don 'r e.rpec/ us 
ro p l a ~ '  w u r  lirrle xame, 
1 0  >al .  hon much n,e oh.e IWU 

4nd hob. glad nle are r o u  came. 
Will vou re11 Four children on rhe dav 
W h l  rhe ourback soil is red 
M'ill 1 . o ~  re11 hon. ir n,as srained 
M'ith rhe blood qf thousands dead. 
7kll rhem ho~c,. u.hen IOU landed here 
und stayed to make ,\,our home 
HOM.  I,OU used rhe black man 
0.5 U Hl!.MA.t' S T E P P I N G  STONE.  
1'011 stood upon hi7 broken back 
)'ou kepr f'roni xetring soiled and   er 
f i l l  i.our c,hildrm how highways 
nvre ( . a n d  our wrrh his sn.eat. 
Tell rhem hob\ rhr barrlefields 
Mwe >rren.n n.irh hodie.s dring 
Tell {hem w.har ir sound.7 like 
10 hear orphan children cr1,ing. 
We remember nzat, back then 
You and I were enemies 
So rread care/ul l~~.  .voung white man 
.4nd h a p p  Bicenrenart,. 

April Newman 

BLACK DEATHS IN CUSTODY 
IMPRlSONMEYT 
\ur\e!s throughout the 1980's hare  cons~stentlv shown that 
4bor1g1nal  people are jaded at least ten tlmes more than non- 
b o r i g ~ n a l  Australians. The Aus t ra l~an  Institute of C r i m i n o l o ~  
has repeatedly drawn attention to  this gross injustice. In the late 
1900's thepverall rate of imprisonment was about  60 impr~soned  
per 100.000. but I'or Aborigines it was 726 impr~soned  per 100.000 

D~spossession. brutalisat~on. destruction of families and culture. a 
raclst legal \\stem and racist police all lead to  ,4boriginalpeople 
b r r r l~  /he mosr rmprmned xroup in rhe ~corld. And the [raged\ 
d o n  not \ top w ~ t h  impr~sonment alone. 

DEATHS IN CUSTODY 
4 chil l~ng pattern i emerging where young Aborig~nals .  the 
majcmy of whom are men. a r e  being arrested. tried and executed 
all In one n ~ g h t  The C o m m ~ t t e e  to Defend Black K ~ g h r s  
( C  D.R.B. )  has currently over I20 deaths in custod!. recorded 
These are tigures that have been gathered from Abortgmal people 
rhroughout Australia. and the Committee has grave fears that 
there are man! more. In 1987 alone. there have been L4 death5 ~n 
custody throughout Australia. This averages out that c \ e n  14 
days. somewhere In Australia. a n  Abor ig~nal  person ha5 died In 
police or  prison custod!. if n.e rook a comparable rarro f i ~ r  {he 
non-Abor/g/nal people in Ausrralia, we n,ouldfind rhar ,7400 
h.ould haw been found drad in a prison cell or police lock-up m 
I 987 alone 

In relation to some of the\e deaths. there has been no government 
Inquiry. In others long delays in holding a n  Inquiry has meant that 
u h e n  ~t has been held. the findings have concluded that  there has 
been ~nsuflicient ev~dence  to  establish hou  the deceased died, o r  
dela>ed 50 long that a key wttness had died and others were 
una \a~lab le .  In places such a3 the state ofQueensland.  w h ~ c h  has 
the highest number of recorded d a t h s .  ~t is not c o m p u l s o n  to 
hold an inquiry. And in many cases, the legal authori t~eq have 
rushed to claim before proper ~ n q u ~ r ~ e s  h a \ e  been held. that the 
causes of these deaths have been s u ~ c ~ d e .  T h e  media has also been 



L J L I I L ~  IO estahI~\h thc 'Zhor ip~na l  Su~cide'n~!rli. !,cl i i ~ c o r d ~ n g  ro 
,ur\c,!\ f rom rhe Au\rralian Inst~rute o l  Crirn~nolog!. .-\horiginal 
people arc the Iear  likel! group In 4iisrral1a to comrnlr \ u u d e .  

\o wh! rhe tragicall! high rare at hlack deaths In C U S [ ~ ~ ! ' . '  

CASE H I S T O R I E S  

D i v o n  Green 
Aged 15. d ~ e d  11, Hroome Prihon. M a te rn  Ausrralia due ro 
ioronar! arrc\r Signs on the hod! o l  ;I \iolent wuggle. lront 
reerh hnc~ched our. top and bottom. sand In h ~ \  mourh. a red mark 
 round h ~ s  neck Oll i~.ral cause oldearh' '  ' \atural  causes' 

T o n  K ing  
\ red 11 diexi ~n (icraidron. We\tern Ausrralla. due ro 

,~ ,ph\ \~ar ion  ~ \ u l l o c a r ~ o n ~ ,  compression 01 the chc\r. and 
tlarclc~ninp (11 rhc ancr l~, \  l ~ o n !  nas chawd. broughr ro rhc 
~ o u n d .  and held in ,I 'hearhug'embrace h! the police. I le\pi tc the 
tact th;ir 7 on! \\a\ \r i l l  breathing after thesrruggle. no at tcn~pr\ar 
~ -e \u \ c~ ra t~on  \\ere made eirher h! the po l~ce  or  b) ambulance 
jrtcnclanr\. Otl iciaI cauw ol 'dtath" 'Misad\enrurc ' .  that is. 'U here 
tiL.irrh In rhc pcrtorrnance o f  a lau fu l  acr and there IS no  
rirc.nr~on ro hring ahour \uch an ewnr '  

( 'harlie ,Michaeh 
\gcd 1 I died in  Hanc~n 41ilI l ' r ~wn .  Warer11 4ustral1a. ol a hearr 

.I~I;IL,~ ('harlic na, handcuffed. then h ~ s  hands uere passed ()\er 
h ~ y  head and Ishhed to h ~ s  feer wi th an olficer'\ belr. A brandard 
~ \ \ u t .  baron ( u w d  a\ a nindlass) was rw~sred around rhe helt. 
righrcning the heir u n r ~ l  h ~ s  hand\ almost rouched hi \  leer. T h ~ s  
la\red ahout 4 rninures. Charlie had no previous hi\tor! o l  hearr 
p ~ o h l ~ , m s  I h e  I ' r iwn Uedical  Officer srated during the Coroner's 
Inquil-! 'I  bell^,\^. that the effect o f  srruggling a l m o t  cerra~nl! 
prec~p~rared A major cardlac ar ru thm~a which resulted in  his 
~rnmed~are death' Official cau\e o f  death" 'Karural cau\e\' 

Eddic M u r r a j  
\gcd !I died .I[ \L re  Waa. Ueu Sourh \\ale\ h! 'hang~ng' 

t dd~c ' \  blood count ar rhz rime of  death nas 0.3' 1nder  c r o w  
:\; irn~nat~on. pollcc agreed rhat Eddic u a \  so drunk he couldn't 
-.\c11 y~.rarch h ~ n ~ \ c l l .  !er according ro tho,e \ame police. Ccldic I\ 
,uppo\ecl to ! i ,~\i. torn ,I \rrlp o I I  a prlson hlankei. then delrl! 
Ioltic4 11 and r h r ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ . d  i t  t h r<~ugh  rhe bar\ 01 rhe \enr i iar~on 
\undou  In h ~ \  cell. trcd trio knot\  then la \h~oned a noow and 
1 1  h ~ n i  I l i~,rc \\:I' norhing In thecell bur a foam martr~, \ \ .  a 
hl,~nker and a tollet no obiccr I ~ k e a c h a ~ r  Eddiecould w n d  on. 
1 )n l \  (hL. p o l ~ c ~  h;~d a AL.! to hi, cell. Official cauw o l  dearh" an 
.1p.i7 ic~-d ic t  .dc,arh caused h! penon or person\ unknoun '  

John Pat 
\g~.d  I h. died in c\rcrn Au\rralia. 01 hcad Inluries hich c;iu\cd 

.I hrain haemorrhage. He had rece~\ed 10 b lon\  ro rhe hcad. and 
11,111 ,I do/cn brui\c\ ahour hi \  r~gh r  ear HI\ l ip\ uere cracke,d and 
,t~c,r\ tier<, \e.rarchc\ on hi\ lace. Aparr I rom thc bead injurle\. 
I ~ l h n  had r u o  brokc.n r ~ h \  and a rear in theaorra. r h c m q o r  blood 
c.\\cl leading I rom rhe heart Score\ o l  \\itnesse\ .;an pollcc bear 

I ~ i h n  r ~ l l  h< \ \ , I \  unconsclou\. then beat h ~ m  lurther. FI \C police 
) I l ~ i ~ , r \  ucrc t r ~ ~ d  acqu~tred. and re-in\ratcd ro their pmir lon 

\\ ~ r h i n  [he pollcc lol-cc O t t~c la l  cause of  dc;~th" '?rlisad\cnrurc~' 

Robert U alker 
\FLY 2 5  d ~ c d  In t rcmanrlc I ' r~ \on L\c\rern A u \ r r a l ~ ~ .  Irorn 
.IL.LI~L. b r ; ~ ~ n  dearh duero an ob\rrucr~on ot the blood \uppl! torhc 
hraln ~ x u \ e d  h\ compre\\lon (11 rhe neck' 41 \\irne\\c\ tcsr~t'icd to 
I<ohcr~ b c ~ n g  \\\rcrnatrcirll! beaten h! prl\c)n ot'l~cers. .\r rhe 
n q u l r \  the lorcn\ic pathologisrs test~licd rhar rhe inluric\ to the 
hod\ \\ere con\l\lcnr ~ ~ r h  rhe lorcc 0 1  a 'rearralnlng nature' rhar 
Kilh:m had r n c j , ~  i~kel! heen strangled h) a k ~ n d  o f  headlock 'in 
' h i  .ourw ol dur\ O l l i c ~ a l  cause of death'' 'Ll i \ad\enrure' 

I1 :crncmbcr~ng rhc\c oung Aboriginal people k ~ l l e d  b! pollcc 
,111~1 pn\on , ~ l l ~ c c r \  \\L. also remember the man! other Hlack 
\ i i \ r i L~ i i an  mL.n , ~ n d  nomcn  ba\hed. rapcd. jailed ;~nd L~ l led  h! 

c i i i \ t y  'ind raci\! in \ r i~ur ion \  of M'hire -\usrralia Hut uhar I\ 

\\ ~ I I L ,  \ u \ r r : ~ I i ~ ~  ~ i t ~ i ~ i g  ~ h o u t  [hi\" 

IHb' HO\ .\I. ('O\I\ITSSIO\ I\TO BI .ACK D E A T H S  I \  
( ' l  S'IOI)\ 
\Iii.r !n.tn! \c,.ir-\ 0 1  \riugplc. and hard n o r k  b! rhe larn~l iz\  o l  rhe 

t j i ~ i : : : \  r h ~ ,  ( o!nlniircc to I k l e n d  Black Right\. and orhcr 

- \ ho r~g~na l  org;irlisations. ihc 1-cderal (~o \c rnmen t  ha\ at Ia\r 
agreed to hold a joinr Federal Stare Royal C o m m ~ \ \ l o n  into 
Ahnriginal deaths in  cusrod! commenc~np \member 19x7 For 
[he C'ornmission ro he U success und/uljillirs por~nrial, ir must he 
cunducred w.irh vigour, c,omparsion, and ruthless dererminarion. 

?et there are gra\e fears rhar this Royal Commission bill he a 
'uhire-wash'. and many areas o f  concern have arisen. 

O n  rhc 16th. 17th. 18th and 19th So\,ember. 1987 a \ a r~ona l  
11eeting o f  Aboriginal and I orres Srrair Islander familier, f rom all 
parr\ 01' .4usrraI1a. met In a bushland cerrlng on rhe outhkirr\ ol 
S!dne!. The Uar~ona l  Mecrinp wa, represented b! memhers 01 X0 
. \bor~ginal  and Torres Srra~r Ihlander familie,. each o l  u horn lo\t 
ar lcasr one relative in  police or prison cuhrody Srare ('(1- 

i i rd~nators of  rhe C.[> B R  campalgn for rhe Royal Comm~s \ i on  
also artended the meerlns. 411 in all. IOU people attended rhc 
conference. 

I he \atIona1 C onference ua, organised to  

I I J E\rablish a national network of  Aboriginal and Torre\ Srra~r 
1,;landcr larnil~es u h o  have had a re lar l~e die in  po l~ee or 
prison cusrndy and to enable them ro share their experience\ 
and to gain srrengrhs f rom each orher 

11) I)r \e lop \rraregle\ lo r  a nar~ona l  approach ro thc Ro!;~i 
C'ommih\~on inro .Ahor~ginal  Death\ In C'usrod! b! r h m  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Families who ha\e had 
a relarive die In police or prison cusrod! 

( 7 )  I o parher ev~dence ro  demonsrrare that Aboriginal dcarhs in 
custody are nor isolated inc~dences but are rhe resulr\ o l  
~nat~ tu t iona l~sed and i n d i ~ i d u a l  racism thar exlsr\ in 
Australia rowardh Aboriginal people. 

I 'hr  Sa t~ona l  ('onference ol' Fami l rn  rewlted i n  a set o l  demand\ 
being issued to rhe Government concerning the conducr o f  rhc 
Royal Commission. T o  thih dare rhere has heen no response I rom 
the Cioiernment. \'er 11 these and orher ~ssue\ are nor addre\\ed 
the Royal Commihs~on 15 doomed to he a ' nh i t e -na \h  and 
nothing wi l l  ha\? k e n  achieved excepr an Increase In A h o r ~ g ~ n a l  
people\' anger 

If lien H ill ihe hillin,? Time5 he over /or e r w  ' 

.Aboriginal/%on-Aboriginal Rates o f  Imprisonment 


