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Every week. as penangce for my-

_sios, 1 tread with naked mind the

wardy we.ste ot th& quke; n

Itisa Pilgrim 8. Progrees traught
with ‘many: tribulations. Last
week, for instance, I stubbed my

_mental toes against this jagged

flint in- the. columns . of - Drake’s

‘Gémmonwealth ;

That & large number' of prominent Labour
1sadery, all aver the world, aré athsisis, agnos-
tios, and misoellaneous freethinkers, is un.
Even the Brisbane Worker, the
tion, s openly {alistic
discarding spiritual and moral !oron a8 f;o-

© torsin the solution of soalsl problema.

-This is said in support of the
aliegation that ‘‘the Labour party
is: ‘irreligious ;**  though Senator
Drake is good enough to add that
*‘personally he does' mot think a
majority of Labour electors are
irreligioua.’” - -

Labour-glectors w111 no doubt

(P ’mgmfy at the, ballot box later on
i -what they think of ths patronis-

7 ing - exoneration.

,Qua,ck

| BUBWEL. .

- The ~ Worker,

speaking out of t.he ‘mouth: of its

‘.,’ * Popl,. gives: thanke forthwith that
~ among: its manifold delinquencigs
it _had ‘at - least dome. nothing 0

earn it 111;31’1 ntur of thu

. ~Irrgligious T What is it to be
irreligipus 2 Nay, turn the ques-
tion round—-';‘o be. rellgmus. what
is that?

We plyck ; ﬂymg fpatb,er fram

Prake, tc wiite the

‘the moons, the stars, bu

thy wing,

There are many wuy «,ox being‘:

religious. Yoy may ‘e religious:
like a bishqn. by rulg ;dw:mts
and ritual. . Or like .the ‘witch -

doctar of pOme savage trlbe d&n-»
cing with bared blade among ‘bh.er .
faithtul, soekmg 8- vmtim tor hha :
sacrifice.

Or like the gentle S}gter o&
Merey, afloat on a calm-ourrent.
of good deeds. Or likg the: whirl-:
ing. dervish, - lashing ' his piety-
to the frenzy pomt of sel(-
wmutilation.

Or you may bhe rehgmus like-
the poet, in whose soul-the beauty-
of nature smets the Angplus ring- .
ing, Or like the rude  icapclast .. :
who smashes all definite ghapes of -
God, and ig mute and remmnt v
before the all—pervadmg maq qf
the Lternal.- .

Or you may see God in. tha )
Eucharist, like the pious Catholic. - Cy
Or like the Pantheist behold his . = -

Real Presence in all that 1s~tha
flower that you pluck for Iavwg'.
the’ toad that you tury ttom {ol
loathing ;  the mighty ogean and
the  ‘protoplasmic-oaze ‘wpon: ity
floor ; the towering mouutain
the ‘pebble at its bese i the: s

| ever _in-.unfathonidble deeps, q,;:d,,
"the' ‘micragcopic  parasiter Wﬁa
universe 1s. @ single atom ;- -
thqw, like the  Pantheist,” meing Cat
not .the works of God mu'ely bue ES
God himself.
When little minds uy Wt tho
Lahour party is lvrehgioua, tm
mean that it does nq hind




Min the -€overs of
Igck him up in a box, to be let
et once a week for. the ?xclusive

*é:eﬁt of the elect. °
7 They mean that. xt is not x-eh-

*way, cramping “the. soul instead
“offilling it with the divine afflatus
that lifts 1o heaven.

These Yttle minds, mea,sunng
with  their little ereeds !

-largest  conception “that
oahost “of them #eem - capablé 'of is
7<% the ‘hell to whichthey consign the
vast majority of imen who do not
conform to their littleness.

There are many ways of -finding
God that they wot not of.° You
Jnay tread "the Milky Way, and
¥mock at the gates of the Btars
waggeking him. Or you may seéek and
~ $md ‘him -in the gutters of life.

The Labour party finds him in
the service of humanity. Can-one
“gtrive to 'make Man 'better than
he is, and ‘be irreligions? Can
one carry the light of hope into
dark places, and know not God ?

- Answer, O little minds !

yo The Worker, they say, is-‘‘openly

o materialistic.’’. TLet wus plead
guilty . to -the impeachment.

* ‘We believe in  good food, good
. rlothes, and decent houses to live
*.*,;:in.

“flueneed by their

A roundings. We believe that virtue

L doean’tiget a . chance to blossom

F in - the. -islums, . and that the

W . Ewentersows more seeds of evil
: " . than any:dewil of mythology.

.. . We believe 'that matter and

material ‘sur-

and topgether are nplifbed or

based. :
' Bqualid

~squalid souls.

t:onﬂxtmns produdé

a Dook, or

i} of the little ¥ainds can be fastened:
‘even upon thosk:who -assert that’
‘nothing exists’ put- matter.

‘We .believe that men are Jn—"

:gpirit -are 'so mystenouﬂy united’
* that they :suffer or #ing - together,"

~ A’noble people cen’

exist only in: m' ennobh,
vironment, '

Nothing in the wide worl
senkitive t¢. its surrou
the Spirit. ' 'The - tend:
calls for 'less care.
which it is to. grow mus
fully adjusted £6 its na
delicate youth- must be
from .. the Dblistering wiuﬁ that
blow irom the:-mouth ‘of $he Pit.
It must be assiduously cuiavated
£orthe Gardénof the SOw?sverts
rapiﬁly to itggrimitive wmness

:The LaboWf party’ d@ ‘not
meédle in ﬂ':é supernalseni, - it
that's what fxthe  littl *gaamnds
meéan. 5

It sets up #p God to be’pwor~
shipped on paig-of damnatidhe It
realises that for each -of us’God
is- something different, whil setill
in essence the ume

It concerns mﬁu only wltié“the
material side of ‘gxistence ;
realiges ‘that th%atermhs‘t

the sun, so0il, andaghower in

the flowers of thepiritual - ld

and have their being. 3‘3@
Even: the saint stust eat. fﬁp—

rooted from the sap-giving - sarth
the buds of holiness wither -mmd
fail. What do you expect to Bmd
in the slums-—saints -or savages?: 7

To be materialistic’ in. the Lab‘l‘

our sense is not to be zrrehgaous
Nay, it is dbuptiul it this stigmn

For,
grant these what ‘they claim, and
matter then bLecomes the Eternal®
and ‘the Inscrutable. = -

‘Whatever the philosophic out-
look, always for tboug-htiul minds
there looms the great mystery
of Consciousness, or Intemgenoe,u
or S8pirit—call it what you will,’

- 'Say that it is inberent in the

{mature of matter, or that it is a "
‘permeation of matter from with-
out ;

‘nothing is solved either '

T
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oug | b
u'religmusz The I‘.bc"m' party,

he convxotmn of sBOme tra,n-
: g Power in ‘the universe.
. The,y have not all called it God;
: they hmve not all presumed to be
.. uponitonfidential termes with it ;
but i{iseems to me that there you
have ghe root idea of religion,
We vﬂo not all see God alike—
: not #Wen in the shaving glass;
oug'h some of us seem content at
uch-gmoments to hold the sirror
p to* nature, apd seek nature’s
od #0 farther. -
Thelittle minds can conceive of
no Ged beyond the limits of their
pardchial theologies.
The s Labour jparty knows that
in alj; that is-in nature there is
2 something of the divine. It knows
that ;ﬂxe Sgul is influenced by its
en'nrgmment, and it guesses it was
" for #li's peason God gave us a
'dovely a.nd fertile world to dwell
in,

’Ehe Labcur party is material-
but its materialism aims at

is

§ ting gn end to the present un-.

R

" The Labour mo 4s Christ’s
movement. Like Chrigt. it comes
to preach the ‘gospel of the poor ;
to convince men of the Iniquity of
riches in private handsj to pull
down the mighty from t.heir ‘geats,
and exalt the lowly. ™ .

And lhke Christ it- prewchea the
redemption of -the race ﬁu'oug'h
brotherhodd and equality, and 4he
upraising of a temple not built by
hands. .

In the Master’s WO!‘dS it says,
‘““Come unto me all ye who are

" weary and heavy laden, and I will
. give you rest.”’

* * - .

Yet in the millennium we hope
for there will be left a comfort-
able margin for human imperfee-
tions. Socialism is & business pro-
position ~for plain men, mnot a
prospectus for angels. We don't
expect the lions to lie down with
the lambs; mnor is it necessary
that =all our Drakes should be
swans.
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