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THEN:
HlTLER’S ADMIRERS

B | have a great admiration for the Nezi -

organizsation of Germany . . . We must not talk
of destroymg Hitlerism or shootmg Hitler.” _

—R. G. Menmes,_

a8 quoted in Federal Parliament, Apni 22,
1940.

X%

“Sooner Hitler than union leftisis.”

--A. W. Fadden,
as reporigd in Adelaide News, February 10,
1941,

¥

[ HITLER’'S IMITATORS

I could bo declared."

. " com think of one or two or at least one

‘ -I;dbor Senator whom it would be perfectly easy

to declare. I can think also ¢f one member of
.thig House [the House of Representauves] who

" —R. G. Menznes,

= re.!erring to hia “Communist Party Dissolution
BilL" as reported 'in the Sydney Morning
Herald, May 5, 1950

"The Couatry and Liberal Parties will stamd
fogether to rid Australic of Communism.
‘When that is done, they will turn to its twin
llegitimate brother, Socialism” [that is, the

Labor Party.] . )
—-A. W, Fadden,

in a speech at Bunbury (WA). reported in
Sydney Sun, November 23, 1949

*The fundamenial principles and objec-
tives of the Lubor and Communist Parties are

_ identic
~A.W. Fadden,
in a speech in Parliament urging the passage
of the “Communist Party Dissolution BilL"” as
reported in Courier-Mail, May 11, 1850

THERE was a very good reason why. when he was introducing his “Communist Party Dissolution Bill”
to Parliament, and speaking over a nation-wide radio network. Menzies devoted the greater part of his
time {o anti-Communist rant and gabbled over the actual operative clauses of the Bill.

The reason was that, under the cover of the tawdry banner of “anti-Communism,” the Bill's pro-

visions mean fascism here.

Menzies knew very well that, while tens of tho_uéunds heard his broadcast, only « tiny proportion of
the Australian people would actually see « copy-of the Bill iiself, He reckoned on ramming the Bill
through Parliament without the people knowing what it meant—until it was too late |

This leaflet is to tell you what Menzies suppressed—to tell you just what the Bill says and what

it means to you yourself, irrespective of your politics.
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MENZES' Bill will give tho absolute powers of o fushrer
7 to Menzies, with Fadden as™his depity-fuehrer. Under
-1t, the Menzies-Fadden Government’ will. h; 9 statutory

powsr to do’ everything that Hitler's Nozfigang did. . +.-

. ® Under Hitlerism, those at whom. the ‘Nzt chiefs—or
- their - Gestapo, _ pimps crid ¢stooges—pointed were
hunted into the Jodls'and - ‘concentration ‘camps. Under
Menzies’ Bill, this can be done here. ANY individud],

- however baseless ‘the pretext; ‘¢an be "declared” ' a
~Communist; ‘and - the victim " will* have .o practical

erigm, - first the G st Pcrty, then the
* trade unions, then the Labor Party, then the Churches,
then every democratic orgomisation:of
" outlawed or otherwiso persecuted. * Under Menzies'
- Bill, similarly; ANY organisation which opposes the
policy of the Menzies Government and the millionaires
can be. declared  om unlowfal organisation, its pro-
perty seized, and its members jailed simply-because
the Menzies Government chooses® 1o think that they
are LIKELY to continue with thelr- activities. ' And,
once again, there will be no redréss,. - - ..

 Under Hiflerism, first the Commn

genuine trade unionism was de-
siroyed ond replaced by the fake “Lebor Front”
Under Menzies’ Bill, free trade unionism is to be de-
siroyed here and workers chained in some shcm
Menzies outfif, powerless to protect themselves
against the millionaires’ assqults on their hard-won
conditions, g :

Under Hiﬂerism,

the Gestapo could smash thelr way
into eny home at cny fime. Under Menzies' Bill,
“Security” police or any “authorised” person can do
that here, sttip and search cltizens omd take aweay
their property. As Menzies himself sald Brisbene
Telegraph, 1/5/50), when asked what redress g per-
son would hove against misuse of this sweeping
power: "There is no redress , . . Action taken will be
under the laws of the Tomd"” (that is under this vile
Billif it is allowed to become part of “the laws of
the land"), . '

* Under Hitlerism,

® Fantastic? Then check what the Bill itself scrys.

It Makes You a “Communist”

THE trickery begins in Section 3, which defipes the terms

used in the Act. - This says: “ ‘Communist’ means o
person who supports or advocctes the objectives, policies,
teachings, principles or practices of Communism as ex-
pounded by Marx emd Lenin.”

This definition is so worded that it is wide snough
to include any Socialist, including  emy member of the
Labor Perty {which has o Socialist objective), and anyone
who, In practice, strives for higher wages or better work-
ing conditions, calls for world beace or any other prin-
ciple or policy point of the Australion Communist Party,
It is wide enough to include anyone who opposes the
Menzies Government on any point.

That a person has never been « member of the
Communist Party is no defence whatsoever on the basis
of this definition, '

“Indusirial orgemisction,” under this section,

| within the past.two years,: -

:of the people was |

not only trade unions themselves but also any part of g
union, down to shop committees. “Office”. is defined so
as to mean any union position, tight down t0.even mem-
bership of a shop committes or sirike ‘committee, '

Violates UN Charter—

THIS Esécﬁc}zi also gives a"épeéi_ﬁéd_- dcx'téi'_’—_'—l\ﬁgy 10, 1948,
-~ of more than two years ago.-As later sections reved,
this makes: it possible for Menzies to aet against persons

for what they did (or are said to have done) any time

.. Such réiz%épeétivé provxsmns—-—tomctke . “crime”
out of something that wag perfecily lawful at the time
it was-done—defies the United Nations Charter.

Section 4 declares the Australiom Communist Perty
unlawiul and “dissolves it.” History shows that all ai-
tempts to dissolve the Communist Party have failed. But
it shows adso that, as in Hitler Germeny, foscist Italy, efe,,
outlawing of the Communist Party is always followed by
outlawing of all other democratic bodies. And this is
specifically provided for by the Bil}; Section 5 gives the
Government power to do if, . - Lo

Can Outlaw Any Organisation—

SECTION 5 is so wide that it could be used against eny

democratic, progressive organisation. Any organisa-
tion, including the ALP, which opposes Menzies could be
the icrget,

Under sub-sections 2, 3,
declared by Menzles to be
sweeping definition) become
of orders by “Governorin-Council” and the "Governor-
General” doing this end that, Don't be fooled, by that.
The “Governor-in-Council” is simply a meeting of Men-
zies" Ministers, with the GovernorGeneral sitting in the
chair. All these phrases—"Govemnor-in-Council” and
the like—moan in actual  practice the same thing : the
Menzies gang.) -

The “right of appeal” to the High Court is a sham; in
Court the Menzies Government does not have to prove
that the bem s justified but the organisation itself has to
prove its “innocence”—which, apart. altogether from the
cost, would be almost impossible for most orgamisations
ll_;&ccmse of the dragnet definitions and wording of the

4 and S, any- organisation
Communist” (under his own
s unlawful. (The Bill talks

Section 7 provides for five years’ jail for, among
many other things, carrying on “in any way” any ac-
tivity in which an unlawful association “was engaged
or could have engaged.” Could anything be more
sweeping and ruthless than this ?

The Communist Porty is now ac-
tively supporting a £10 basic wage, lower prices, banning
of the atom bomb. Do you “in any way” take part in
activity for any of these things? Then you can be jailed
for five years if this BliII gogs through |

Just as examples :

Paradise for Pimps—

UNDER Section 9 (declaring persons

person who opposes Menzies can be “declared” by
the Government, without trial. . Menzies, on what one of
his agents or any pimp might say against you, need

“"Communists"), any

includes_



only form an idea that someone is LIKELY io do- some-
thing in opposition to Menzies" plans for. war or ‘amything
else. Do you want peace ?: Then you can be declcred
onthe.ground that perhaps you might do. something for

Coopeace e

"High Court.

But. once again, Menzies  doesn't have to

prove cnything; it's you who have to prove that you

‘weren't - even LIKELY  to do omythiig “in. opposition 16

- Menzies or his policy. L

. Information might have been luid against you by &

plmp, a nefghbour who has.a grudge against you. . But
the pimp won't have to come forwaord ‘and, face you or,

be cross-examined by you; you won't éven be told who

he is of ‘what-he alleges Ggainst you.

The section says that it applies only to “Commun-
ists.”’ But, cs:we have explczined,'-fthe definitien of “"Com-
munist” in Section 3 is so broad that it could cover al-

Jmost every Australian, .
Non-Commiinists Already Named— -
MOREOQOVER, even Menzies hasn't éven tried 1o deny

that there will be mistakes in declaring persons

"Communists.” For instance, the Brishbane Telegraph
{May 1, 1950), quoted Menzies as blandly saying :

“It is not impossible thet a mistake might be made.”

How grimly true this is has been promptly proved.
When making his initial speech on the Bill, inio which
weeks of preparation had gone, Menzies named 53 people
holding leading trade union positions whom he said were
Communisis. Within a fortnight, he had been compelled
to admit in Parliament that he himself now knew of no
less than five mistakes in that list—or an average of cne
wrong in every ien.

And, what is more, Menzies still hasnt admitted
all the mistakes in the list. For instance, Menzies ' made
a correction regarding the trade union position of «
man named S. Hibbens (NSW), but still listed him as «
Communist, In fact, Mr. Hibbens (who has a great trade
union record as « militant), is not and never has been
a member of the Communist Pexty.

More than that, when giving his inadequate correc-
Jtions to Parliciment, Menzies declared with Hitlerlike
GITOGAnce :

“If I did not care to mcke the corrections, they
would not be made.” (Reported in Sydney Morning
Herald, May 10, 1850). Under this Bill—and Menzies'
own statements underline the menace—you're a Com-
munist if the Government likes to say you are.

To Smash Trade Un?onism—

CQECTIONS 10, 11, 12 and 13 provide the Menzies Gov-
emment, the deadly enemy of the working class,
~with the means to destroy the trade union movement.

Firstly, it needs only two strokes of the Menzies pen
(one fo declare the individucl, another to name his
union) and any frade union official cam be ousted from
the position %o which his own union members elected
him. Thus, Menzies plans ot the outset to deprive the

you 'h‘dve enough money, you can appedl to the
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.; trade ‘union * movement of ol its outstanding militemt
leaders, . R T L -

- " But this‘would be only Menzies' first step, As soon

~-as a dispute brews in any industry or job, Menzies can
at’a stroke .oust any or every official .(Right; Centre or
Left) of that union. And the section is:so worded that a
‘person who " defies ‘this tyrannical order. can be sen-
tenced for contempt of Couri—whick means jail for any

_-pério&;th_e Courtr'likesid_ﬁ;c." - ; 7
. In plain language, this adds up {o the end of the
free trade:union mevement.” It meams a Nozi-style Lcbor
Front, -No cne of whom Menzies disapproves can stay in -
Ofﬁce. R ) T . - ) o _

Condemned to Starve—
SECONDLY; any Government employee “declared” by

 "Mengzies is dismissed from the Public Service. . Any
public servemt who leads or takes part in a campaian for

| better  conditions, - for instance, cen  be thrown on the

str_eet. .

More than that, # would, in fact, prevent such o
person from getting a job anywhere. What hoss would
employ a “declared” person. If someone did employ
a “declared” person, the “Security” snoops would lose
no time in putting such an employer on the spot under
the Bill,

Unlike o prison sentence, there is no time limit; a
person “declared” by Menzies stays “declared.” It mecns
even worse than jail; it means starvation for the wictisa.
and his fomily. And anyone who helps him or mixes
with him will have what Menzies calls “the tcxiz’:lftj)iI c‘g

illegality” and can be “declared” tco.

Section 19 takes up the “book-bumning” where Hitler
left off. If you happen to have, for example, an old
libréry book of an orgamisation declared unlawtul, you
can be idiled for five years for not handing it in to the
cuthorities, even though no request for it has beza made
to you. If they nail you on this, once again it's up to you
to prove that you had no intention of "obstructing” the
work of the qutherities.

Denied Trial by Jury—

SECTION 21 wipes trial by jury; cases under Sections 5,

9 and 15 (that is, the hollow “right of appeal”} are to
be determined by « single High Court judge, with no
right to appeal against his decision.

Section 22 widens siill further the power to "declare”
a person. It provides, for instonce, that cnyone who
since May, 1948, has aitended o meeting by an organisa-
tion declared unlawful or has even passed on o lecflet
advocating any part of its policy can be “declared.”

More than that, you can be “declared” if your
initials (or initials the same as yours). are found on
what seems to be a list. And the onus on you is fo
prove that they are not your initials | .

But even all this isn't enough for Menzies. Under
Section 23, Menzies can make any regulations (without
even prior approval of Parliament) and can impose up
to six months' jail for ‘“offences” against any such
Menzies edict |




_For War and Depre_ss:on-—- g B

’I‘HAT is what this vile Bill says: That is whan can be
done 1o YOU under ‘

. What is the motlve behind it all ? Why has 1t been
'mtroduced now ? s .

The reasons aré pladn, W1th economic cris1s deep-

" ening, the millionaires who - dictate the Menzies Govern-

- ment's policy see two - ways to keep their profits up. One
is by slashing the living stemdards: of the people (as in

“the lost depression). ' The other is by agdressive wca-, now
being inc1ted by the US bﬂlioncnres ,

Both ﬂzese ‘courses mean suffermq for the people
These foul schemes can be carrled ouf only if the voice

of the people—and particularly the leading fighters for-

the peoplé, Communists, militents, progresswes, peace
fighters, democrats—are silenced, _

That is. why the mﬂlioncﬂres end the Menz_iés Gov-1.

ernment want fascism here.

FOUR -

The tnne to hght ia NOW! Remember tha warn-
mg ﬁom the qnm. fate of the Germcm people. .

Remember what German Pastor Niemo]ler, himself i
q v1chm of Hlﬂensm, told Austmlicm Methodists Iast year:

N "Hltler qttacked the Commumsts 1 lcmented but
did nothmg ‘Hitler attacked the trade unions. 1 lamen-

1" “ted but did nothing.  Hitler then attacked the Tews. I

lomented but did nothing, Hitler then cttacked my
Church I acted but then 1t was too lcﬁe

o Dont"wcni{ u.nﬁl it is too late here. -Stop iasc:sm'nowl

® On your job, in your union, - through your local

orqamsation. denounce Mennes fascist Bill
Demand that the Labor Pm'ty rejoct this Bill in its
entirety ! Mere “amendmenis” are not enough:
fascism com’t be “cmended” ! A

Raise yeu.r' voice now against fascism, for democracy!
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