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C.OMMUNISTS AND THE WAR

*We must see that the war changes for us. when the character of the war
changes. Does it change becawse Russia, as Russia, is now in the war?
IT CHANGES BECAUSE NOW THE WORKERS® RUSSIA IS IN THE WAR,
BECAUSE THE WORKERS' RED ARMY NOW GUARANTEES THE
DEFEAT QF THE NAZIS AND NOW GUARANTEES A DEMOCRATIC

PEACE.”
Mr, E. Thornton’s Report to the
June, 1942,

Tronwerkers' Union Federal Council,

HAVE just read two reports. Ovne 1s

called "Trade Unlons and the War.”

and was published by the Tronwork-
erg’ Federnl Counell lanrt Juee. It ve-
eords the Tnlon's policy on the War.
The othor is called "Grim Clory” and
was publighed by a man named Gitbert
Mant, who was Reuter's War Corre-
spondent dunring the Malayan cam-
pelgn, Tt records fhe undying heroism
aof the Australlans whe foaght In that
{ll-fated campaign, and it wnas pob-
ligshed Enst July.

And ge the Tadernl Council of the
Irenworkers” Union had mnol vend
“Crltn Glovy” hefore 1t published Its
ambitlously entitled report, it Is prob-
ably ahle to plead ignorance on some
tow matters concerned with modern
warfare. In any case, thig Ia the most
eharitable view to take. as jt is far
better to assume that people are
stupld than to admit that they have*
forgotien that ther ara Australians,
and that Australian bleod has been
Hhberally shed in thelr defence againat
Japan.

The alleged opinfons of the Irnn-
" workers® Unfon: (as expressed hy its

sl Pederal . Coniniell) - are. mot, however, .

“the opinions of the Australfan Trade
Toion Movement, which declazred its
oppoeition to Nazism. and its readi-
nesp to defend Australla, tn 1039, and
which, unlike some people deserihed
as Trade Unloniats {but with rela-
tively ghort records of service in the
Unions} hag not found It necessary
to change Ite policy since 1939,

Nor does the Ironworkers' Report
express the opinions of the Australian
Labor Party, which alro declared Its

. opposltion to Nazism in 1938, and Its

Undivided Allegiance

to the Allfed cmuse. ahd which also has
ot found it necessdary to change its
policy alnce 1939, -

Nor doea the Ironworkers’ Hepert
svnrony the opintons of ¥9 per cent.
“of iAnstralians, who love thelr cauntry,

: ‘who hate Nazigm. or any ather form

ot . politieal dictatorship, and who ave
* - working and fighting to” defend Aus-

1

Lralin. hecause they helieve in Anstra-
Hla. Tecause they helieve they possess
the zhility and conrage to work out
fheir aocinl saivatian in their own way.
Beeanse, In any cage, they prefer the
Ansiralian eapitalisfic system to the
German or Japnnese capitalistic sys-
fem: and haranae, ahove all, they are
Angtrallang, and. as Mr. Curtin said,
Toval to this snil.

Australians, thersfore, do not res
guire Communistic apclogies served
up to them through thelr trade
unlons, as reasons why they should
defend thelr way of life against
foreipn despotisms,

The character of the war has not
changed for Australians. Australans,
1ike their Britishh hrethren, were de-
fending thelr war of life agalnast the
Naziz Toneg before CGermany altacked
Russia. They would have contfnuerd
this strugele, irrespective of whether
the Red Army, or any other Army . . .

“gquaranteed” . . . ffo use Mr. Thorn-
ton's words) . "the defeat of the
Nazia . . ."

Australians know that the Hritish
penple fought the Battie For Tritain,
and won it without snch guarantees.
and deaplte the bellvaching of the
Tritish Communist Party ruring those
ferribie months when the skieg rained
desth, and Britain faced her desliny,
macnificently deftant and alone.

And Australians will face their des-
tiny in that same higk tradifion. Aus.
trallans witl continue the atrugele ar
they commenced it. irrespective of
whatever new “changes” may diatin-
guish Communist “explanations” of
the war, inciuding even Communist
“explanations” puhlished hy Tradae
Unions  suclh as the Ironworkers'
Tnlon.

For in &n far as ft deais wilh the
War. the Tronworkers” Unlen “Report®
iz indlstinguishable from Communist
policy {at the moment), and it i8 only
upon this hasis that it can he analvsed.
Particularly when it= author has hinen
wesneinted with that poliey from Ha
ineeption.  And particulariy when that
poticy is conspicuous for those pecu.
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Jiar liltle fits of forgetiuiness which
distinguish the publications of the
Coemmunist jrarty, hat which shounld
ned distingnish the publications of any
Trade Union,  And more pariienlarly
when the “Report” hag rar its noble
abject the whitewashing of the Con-
munist Party.

THE SWITCH

The “Report” commences by adnuit.
ting that, hefore Germany allacked
Bussia, the lronworkers” Couneil de-
clared the War to be Impevialisi, and
that fts delegation to the ACT.UL
in 1941

“supported a resoiution demandging
negstiations for a democratic
peace.”

This is true, although oeiller the
ironworkers' delegations nor the Com-
munisly  succeeded i showing  the
Congr just how Lhe “democratic
peace' was to boe obiajued,

And one of the Communist argu-
wments al that time was ihat il peace
were made, ithe people of Germany
would themselves overthrow  Ilitler
and German capitalism.

I'e Communizt “I'ribune™ ol Ocle-
hor 20, 1934, said that
“The destruction ¢f Hitlerism and
the likeration of the Czechs and
Austrians can safely be left to the
Anti-Fascist victory of the people
of Greater Germany themseives.
This Victory, which would be agsist-
ed by the restoration of peace, is
ingvitable, sooner or later.”

The “Report” lhen e¢ouniinues that
“Our Mahagement Committee met
in Qcteher, 1941, and declared that
the military defeat of the Axis Pow-
- ers was.the most important task af
the world's workers.'”

in lhe interim. of course, Geormany
hadl attacked Lussia, aond the lron-
workers' Coeneil (and the Communist
Parly} had not only changed  theiv
views npou lhe “character of the war,”
bul bad aise changed Lheir views asz

to how Hitlerism was te be over-
thrown. This, however, is only one
of the remarkable ‘changes” which
have distinguished Communist policy,
and is more evidence nt -~apidity than
deeeil.  But deeeit is not lacking. For
on pape § we read that:

“Any suggestion that when Ger-
many marched into Poland, the war
teok place over Polish independénce,
is incorrect. The war was a war
between Britain and France on the
onre hand, and Nazi Germany on the
othee. K had the same Imperialist

characler as the war of 191418

This may be truze. Hit if it js, the
Comminist PParty and s trade union
politicians were peculiarly mistaken
when in the "Guardian’ ol September
9, 1130, they told the trade unionists
tincluding the members of the lron-
workers” Union), that:

“"This war, launched for the pur-
pose of the conguest of Peland, and
its subjeclion to the Fascist Empire
of Hitler, of Krupp, of Thyssen,
the German Manopoly Capitalists, is
an act of stark aggression, without
justification of any kind whatever.
Therefore, lovers of justlce and lib-
erty throughout the werld will sup-

port the struggle of the Polish
people for their independence and
against enslavement to a foreign
Power.”

But, of course, thia was beloye the
German-Russian Fact, and the Ceni-
munrists had not yet discovered that
the War was Imperialist, and that the
averthrow of Hiller could safely be
Ie[t to t\he (German workers, And if
the Communists were mistaken, surely
there is some excuse for the Federal
Couneil ¢ the Ironworkers’ Union.

Bul let sweet charity draw a véil -

vver {hi= unfortunate phase of various
Communist “explanations” upon the
intriguing subject of “Trade Unions
and the War," and proceed to the next
remarkable argument suobmitted by
the Federal Council of the Iroonwork-
ors” Union .
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“The leading circies of the Second International are acting the moat filthy |
and e¢riminal part in the bloed-dripping staughter machine of the war, They
are deceiving the masses by their hamilies on the anti-fascist character of
the wan, and are helping the bourgéoise to drive the people to the slaughter.”

Difitrov, General Secretary Communist International (hefere Germany

attacked fussla).

HIE most amusing varts of the
T tronworkers’ Costnelrs Tteport are
the Communist apsiogles for their
changed attitutle lowards the Labor
inclwling the Australian

Labor Party,

After explaining that ihe “Charac-
ter” of the War had changed becalise
Russia was attacked, the aunthor
hastens to plzintively ask- -

“Haw ccouid the workers put any
trusi in people who alene led .the
Allies befors June .22, 1941, even
without the military tragedies that
tcliowed one after the other for the
wio)e military machine of Great
Britain?”

“The people who iled the Allles
early in the war werg people who all
thelr liveg had been opposed to the
working class. As well as the mili-
tary leadership, the ¢ivil leadership
of the Allied cause was in the hands
of Anti-working class pecple.”

This last sentence is, ot course, best
angwered by ile Communist Party it-
self, which, In the Communist “Tri-
hune"” of September Y, 1939, issned
the fellowing statenient:

. “Wae gtand far the full weight of
Australian manpower and resburces
being mobkilised for the defance of
Australia, and along with other
British foicés for the defeat of Hit-

- ler, for a democratic Germany, and
for the independence of nations now
snslaved by Nazism.”

And to make its pollcy even clearer:

“We hold that it is unreal to re-
ject on principle the organisation

" and training of forces to fight over-
seds,. In the event of a-voluntary
sxpeditionary force being organised
for use in any part of ths world to
safeguard Australia from aggression
ar to partlcipate directly in the
struggle to defeat the aggressor
armies,

The Communist Party will advise
fit and available members te

. offer their services,”

. Apparently the Communists were
guite preparsd to trust the Chambor-
.Awin and Menzies Governments with

aven Lhe lives of {heir own members
in September, 1939,

Far, at that time, the Mrilish Laber
PParty had not enleted inlo the No-
tiepal Government and in Aunstralia,
e quole the Ironworkers Repori
(page 9):

“We had the pro-Fascist Menzies
Government supposed to be conduct-
ing an Anti-Fascist war

But thig, of course, was belore the
Communists threw their first somer-
gault, and Dimitroy discovered that—

“The leading circles of the Second
International” (Lhe Labeor Parties)
ware * .. . acting the most filthy and
criminal part in the blood-dripping
slaughter machine of the war.”

What, however, was the Communist
poelicy—after British  Labor eniered
the Natienal Goevernment?

The Communists vililfled the British
labor PParty in provisely the terms

used by then to villity the Auatralian
Labor DParly.

Therelfore, it iz amusing to remd
ipage %) ancoiher argument for the
second Communisl  somersault, he-
cause
“Afmast coingiding with this new
change in the character of the war,
a Labhor Government came to office
in Australia."”

This, of course, is 1ol true, The
Communixts changed tlheir policy im-
mediately after June 42, when Russia
wag altacked, and raucously supporied
tlre war «{nving July, Augast and Sep-
temher, under the reactionary Fadden
Government, before Labor absumed
oflice in the Cctoher.

So that Lthe argument ofi—‘etinci-
dence—i8 approximately as factual
ag tho rest of Lbke argurthents in the
Ironworkers' Report.

And the fuaniesi submission in the
lrorworlers' Report is indubitably
the cautious statement {page 9) that:

“FThe Labor Government is not a
thorouhgeing workers' government
in the full sense of the term, buf it
is an Anti-Fascist Government., No-
body could say that about the pre-
vicug Federal Government, or of the
pecple new in Parliament who were
in that Government, We cannot
say that WMenzles, Spsnder and
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Cameron are antl-Fasclst. -We know
that Manzies is pro-Fascist.”
But we can forget for the moment

that the Ceonmunists were quile pre- -
- prred Lo shed everybody's blood under

the Menzies “pro-Fascist” Government
in 1939, and under Lhe Fadden Govern-
menl in 1941, and we can examine
some of their opinloos of the Austra-
llan Labor Party during the period
which commenced after the Itussian-
German Pact, and ended¢ when (Ger-
many attncked Itussia on June 22,

1941,
THE SECOND SWITCH

On January 6, 1946, the Communist
Guardian™ informed its readers that
*Curtin  makes Shameless War
Propaganda,”

And that:

“The Federal Labor Leader, Mr.
Gurtin, is placing himself unasham-
edly at the disposal of the Menzies
Goverpment in its prosecution of
the War,'

And that:

“Mr. Gurtln is typical of the lead-
ors of Social Democracy, who, de-
spite their disgulse,

really stand in the camp of
Capitalism, and serve its inter-

ests.”’

On February 17, 1840, whiie Labor
was fighting to win Corio agalost the
U.AP. candidate, Mr. Vvinton-Smitl,
the Communist “Guardian” reported
that the Communisi candidate, Dr,
G'Day, addressed an  “enthusiastic
crowd of H00 people” in the Geelong
West Town Hall, and slated amongst
cther things, that:

*This Issua is clears Smith and
DEDMAN stand for war, for the in-
terests and profits of the big finan-
cierg, for the death of thousande of
Australlans, for the resulting in-
creased taxation and economic de-
pression.”

On March 30, we iind the “Guardian”
alleging that:

“FUEHRER CURTIN, Federal La-
bor Chief, arropantly wipes out the
democratic opinion of the most
poewerful State body of Australian
Lakor, and says it doesn’t count.”

On Aprii 17, we find the “Guardian”
alvising its readerg that:

“In recént actions the Federal
Labor Leader, Mr. Curtin, haz com-
pletely bétrayed working class prin.
ciples for which he once strongly
stood."”

And that:
*“Today, the successful politiclan,

Curtin, diverced from the working
class, Joins with the capitalist gang
in reviling the Land of Socialiem.”
Anil by April 18, we #ind the General
Secretary of the lropworkers' Unien
telling the A.C.T.U. Congress that the
war is ail lmperialist War, and that:
*“While he agreed that working
class unity is desirable in mest mat-
ters, WAR IS NOT ONE OF THEM.”
And thats
“"For once he was IN AGREE-
MENT WITH MENZIES, that had
the election lasted another month,

Curtin would have been in Khaki

20 changed waa hig policy from
day to day.”

And so the Btream of Communist
vituperation againsl the Australiam
Eabor Party flowed oo Lo June, 1941,
until once again we fiud the Geperal
Secrelary ¢f ihe lronworkers’ Uniom
telling anh A.GT.U, Congress that the
war is an lmperialist war, and mov-
ing ap amendment ip the efect thati:

‘“"Congress damands the immediate

nationalisation of the arms  indus-

tries, and

Reaffirms its uncompromising
hostility to military and industrial
conscription.”’

But the anti-climax was not long
coming. Witkin a few days, Germany
attaciced Russia, the Commutists over-
night changed from hleating lambs of
Pacillsm inie rearing liens of war, and
by December, 1941, we found the
General Secretary of the lronworkers'
Union publicly stating that:

“l would not necessarily op-
pose conscription in all circnm-
stances.”

Apdd by June, 1942, we tind the Com-
muuists and the Federal Council of
the [ronworkers' Union delicately dis-
closing to the workers that one of the
“explanations” for their second switch
in war policy is the assumption of
oflice by a Labor Government headed
by “Fuehrer Curtin, the Federal Labor
Chief.” who, ¥ the Communisis were
to be helieved last year, “really stands
in the camp of capitalism, and serves
ite interest.”

But if the Communists suffer from
short memories, they do not lack lm-
pudence. So, inevitably wa find the
Federal Council of the lronworkers”
Unicn used ag & . convemient mega-
phone for Communists Second Fronk

propagaunda, R
4
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SECOND FRONT

"IKE the other Communisl argu-
menis in the ronworkers' Repori,

the Second Front argument i
congpicuous for those Httle fits of for-
getfulness which distinguishes the
publlcations of the Communist Party.

1t seems incredible that in some 20
pages of what is destribed on the first
page ag o
"glear, detaifed anatysis of the
‘sftudtiori Both in Australia and
" abroad” . .. there is not one refer-

ence to the Russian-German Pact

(24/8/3%9} or the Russian-Japanese
Pact (12/4/41)

Instead. Prge 6 informs us that the

gulck defeat of France .
+ . . “gcan be attributed to the rot-
ten capitalist, imperialist leadership
of France and the Fascists‘who had
wormed their way into the key posi-
tions in the Frerch Government.”

This may be true.. But it ig also
trae that the delfeat of France can he
atiributed to other things.

For instance, the organised subo-
tage of the French Commmuoist Party.
which gought to end Lthe war as soon ax
the Russian-German Pact wis signed,
and which did its best to smash the

.mzrale of the French workers,

Or perhaps France conkl have been
saved by a Second Front in luvope,
‘Whoe Enows? There may bo some-
thing in this ilea, tur so mauy people
are now urging its potent powerd,

Particularly as the lronworkers'

Report states {hat
- » = “The main subsequent charac-
terigtic of the war was the steady
defeat on every front of Great Brit-
aih after France had been defeated.
We saw Yugo-Slavia overrun, gquick
defeat of Greece and the Britigh
troope in Crete, and the serious
nature of the hattle for the Atlantic,
which resuited in millions of tons of
Allied ships going to the bottom.'

This account carefudly omite any
mention of the Battle for Rritain,
‘ahd it is possible to search in vain
for any reference to the epic strug-

gle of the British workers in de-
fetice of their isiand home.

Apparently the only sentiments per-
missible in the Ironworkers' “Repert™

' ‘are semtiments having nothing of any

&oud fo #ay about their own kinsmen,
whose heroism and sacrifice during
those terrible months

#lone makes today possibie, even
the planning of a Second Front in

- Eurcpe, and alone makes possible
N I

teday the enarmous British supplies

without which Russia couid never

have survived.

lustead, we are informed that
“By the middle of last year Hitler
thought he was strong enoaugh, after
drawing the teeth of Great Britain,
to dispose of the Soviet Union and
to grab the oil and other products
necessary. to clean up the world,”

What is this but an admisgion that
despite the “imperialist” character af
the war before June 22, 1941,

Russia would have been better off

teday if there had been a Secend

Front in Europe since 19397

Por W it wag Hillers iotealions te
#mash Britain in the West, as an -
dispensable condition for the atiack
on Russin in the Mast, surely it woulsl
have pald Rusaia to bave preveuted
{he defleat of France, and the German
oceupatlinn of Wesleru Murope?

And the Nazi zir war on Britain?

Al the worsl, Husgia could have
heen no worge off, for the Allies would
have «till held Western Burepe and
Cermany wotll have been compelled
to fight = Second Front for the past
three years.

This pussibilily, like many olliers,
finds no reference in either ihe Lron-
workers’ Reporl or in any of the Com-
munist Party's c¢lumsy attempts Lo
falsify and digtort history.

Instead, the usnal argumenis are
Backed wp by the unqualified asser-
Lionr that:

“"The Second Front issue is not
one that has been developed by
armechair sgtrategists, Who are the
greatest military leaders of this
war? One man stands out the great-
est national and milttary ieader of
All—Stalin. He stands head ang
shouiders above anyone else, ang he
makes the demand for the Second
Front,” :

Apparenliy Lhe dispesition of Allied
forces  (including  Awstraitans) is to
bo lelt (o the jndigment o Stajin and
these penple in the ARled countries
who agree wilh him upon this ques-
lior, at the moment.

(Or perhaps the lronworkers” Coun-
¢il itgell will determine grand strat-
egy, in the evert of another Dieppe).

But Austratians wili continue to
prefer the judgment of their own
race and their own Governments.
Fwoe other remarkable admisgions

deserve honorable mention. Page 10
advises that:—
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#Towards the end of last year,
Just after our management commit-
tee arrived at its declision to sup-
port the war, Japan entered into it.
This did not alter the character of
the war for us'

And page 12 adviges that:

“We have decided that we have a
new attitude to the war and a new
attitude towards production. So our
Management Committee decided to
campaign for increased production.
We campaigned to avold strikes,
with the result that we have been
surprisingly successful, when we re-
member that aur union has delibec-
ately and in a planned way been In-
volved In more strikes than other
unions in the fast few years.

“These were not just the spora-
dic strikes that are typical of the
coalfields, but planned strikes,
because we made strikes our

business.”

It wonld appegr, therefora, that the
Tronworkers' Uninn wants to inerease
production because Germany attaeked
Russin. and not because Japan attack-
ed Australia. {As they neint ant.
Japan's eniry inte the war “did not
alter the character of the war for us.”

Tn ather words, the Communists ad-
mit that thelr self-styled “eampaign
tn Increase preduction™ is not con-
nected with Aostralla’s needs, bt
with Rus=zia’s needs.

Onee Lhis ig understood, il ig nol
fAificull Lo assess ik Compmnist
“Second Frant” nropapganida at its real
warth,” .

And irrespective nof the adwmiration
and sympathy, which all Australians
instinetively feel [nr Mussir's hernie
resistance 1o Lhe Nazis Awstralians
now thai the small white popnirtion
chargerl with the dafence of our greaf
fsland continent {aces even gmrealoer
peril than does Russia.

For Russia has the manpower to
survive, whife Australia, as a nation.
could sonceivably be utterly annihi-
lated,

And while Auslzalin’s song are fight-
ing for our survival In the deadly
jnngles north of this continent, Aus-
treliana can fecl nothing but eou-
temnt. for people who show nn coneern
for this life and death straggle, but
who are more concerned with getting
roinforcements 0 Rnssin than - they
are coneerned with gelling reinforce-
ments to New (Gulnea.

The Tronworkers’ Report (page 11)

hag the impudence to state that:—

“It is no accident that some
people in the Labor Movement say,
put Australia first. This is the atti-
tude of the Fascist Stephenson
gang, who call themselves the Aus-
tralla First Movement,”

1t ill hecomes peaple with {he record
of politieal chilennery held by the
Commsanist T’arty to characterise as
“Faseist™ {bose Australan Lahorites
whose flesl alleglance 15 devoted to
Avstralia.
. Lahorites reading the Ironworkers'
Reporl {page ¥y will And Elowing ref-

erances {o ihe retreat of the Red ™

Army freen last Fune to November.
They will find

no references to the magnificent re-
treat of less than 1000 Australians,
surroundged by 15,000 crack Japanese
troops, in tHe dank infested jungles
of Malaya last February,

But these Ausziralians were, of
eanrge. merely attempting to slem the
deadly Japanese onslaught thrusting
dnwn npon Angiralin. And why should
they be worthy of mentien?

For the Commuuists point out In
fheir Tronworkers Heport that they
flarrived at its decision to support the
war”  before Japan enterad if, and
not because Japan entered into it

Avriralians wiil therefore assesas the
Communis! lip service to the war, fo
Democracy, and {n lLabor at its frue
worth.

And as plzin spoaking seems the
anly answer to cyaical Irlsification.
the Communisis shonld be reminded
that Mnssia is our Ally tndazy hecause
Russia was. attacked. and not because
we were attacked. .

Thoat 1the maenitiren! truggie of the
Russian people = primarily for the
defanea nf {heir nwn country, and that
Rausaian assistanree to the Allied cause
fa at present eonfined to {hig defence.

That the sweeess of this defence de-
pends upon fhe ahility of Greal Tritain
and the TS A, {0 sunpiy Russja, and
engage fiermany and Japan unen &
dozen other Fronie throughout the
world today.

That Australia, which itself is in
desperate need of British and Ameri-
can assistance, it in nn pogition to
direet British and American poliey
in Europe.

That Aunstralia is in desperate need
of a Becond Front in the Pacific.

That the first concern of Australiana
ia the fdefence of Australia.

And that people who do not under-
sinnd lhis simple truth have iittle
cinim tn he known as Australians, and
lesg elnim ta adwvige other peenle
whera they should o their fighting.

ey, A




