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erally. This now hotorious character first made

hiS fan’:e
'c!u_ring the Spanish War as the ally of Hitler and Mussg.
Ini,

WE STRUGGLE FOR UNITY

Meanwhile, vear by vear, we pressed forward our
work to secure g united front between ourselves ang
the Labor Party. The circumstances of the depression
years which brought gs into frontal Opposition with the

n the one hand
. the world was

tain other countries. On the other
Party, clear of the worst of the ecoriomi

- In March, 1933, we made our first offi
to the Labor Party State Executive for a united front
against war, fascism, and Capitalist attacks on living
conditions, In the 1934 Federal election we called for
second preferences for Labor Party candidates in elec-
forates where we were standing, and for first preference
votes in other electorates, instead of making no recom.

Labor Parties

cial appeal

rse, our right to
r.a change in Labor Party
ive emphatically
We did, however, win a
and file mem-

It was an important triumph of oy
when the Australian Council of Trade Unions Congress
i 1937 declared for collective security and a united
Peace movement, despite the official Labor Party
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r work for uniﬁl

i i banning; and again in 1939‘
policies Ofﬁ:sgl'arhﬁr' ;rr;(tj:laimed g boycott_ of Menzies
when thf egister,” a manpower register intended as a
nationa tcf gindus’('rial conscription in war-time. The
jead up as so successful that only 500,000 out of
boycot(tJO\g workers had registered two days after the
I'SQO' date. Only the urgent intervention of_,_federal
f_:olf::gleader'John Curtin finally persuaded the A€ T.U.
ma call off the boycott,

THE CHALLENGE OF TROTSKYISM

hese years we had to ’gjo continual
battlen\:;?#g: C)gl:':Jut;J whigh claimed to be "left” of the
munist Party, which bitterly attacked the Soyue;
Sarirc':n and its peace policy, bitterly attacked our umtef
front policy and the whole leadership and System of
rganisation of our Party. | refer to the Trotskyists o
?hgt day who in Victoria were formed partly from cerci
tain of the Lovegrove supporters w.ho had been expelle
from the Communist Party early in 1933.. L Lovegro,:e
himself had moved to a right wing position by this
time.)

“Workers’ Party" supporting the views of Trot§ky
was fgmrt,ioirl: Sydney )i,n May, 1933, and issuec’lla pqh::y
document. Later another body_kn_own as the “Leninist
League” appeared in the Domain in Sydney and on the
‘Yarra Bank in Melbourne. ‘

: ideas and aims of the Trotskyists of that' day
were Til:er:'ndainy respects similar to those of the ‘ Left
Communist” Party now led by E. F. Hill, Like Hl”f,
they directed their main fire against the policy o
peaceful co-existence,

When the Socialist Revolution triumphed in Russia
in 1917, and not in other countries, the Russrar) Com-
munist Party and its Jeader Lenin had to decide the
Question: could socialism be built in one country alone
and in a backward country at that, in the midst of hos-
tile capitalist countries? Could it build peacefu! rela-
tions with those countries and hasten the coming of
socialism in these countries by its example? Or would
the Soviet Republic have to ‘help on" revolutions in
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other countries, -especially in the advanced capitalist

countries, in order to build Socialism at ail?

“THe Australian Trotskyists, in the Workers’ Party
document of May, 1933, ‘called Soviet socialist con-
struction “utopian,” said” that the attempt to build
socialism in one country resulted in the “sacrifice of
international revolutionary struggle” and that Soviet
foreign  policy meant "acceptance of the indefinite
stabilisation of world capitalism.” The document said
“utilisation of the vast resources of the Soviet Govern.

- The Trotskyists violently denounced the Soviet

Union’s entry -ints the League of Nations in September,
1934, and its policy of collective security which would

for ‘pursuing a’ policy ‘of peaceful co-existence is thus
seen to be nothing new or original. The same critic-
ism. was hurled, in terms quite as Virulent, against the
same policy as ¢ommenced under Lenin’s leadership
and carried on under Stalin’s_in" the period beforé ‘the
Second World War. T o e T : T

On, the home  front the Trotskyists criticised our
policy of seeking working class unity. This policy, they
said; meant “‘an, actual decline to a reformist position’”
and “‘the obscuring of our independent identity. " ' The
very theime song of the Hill Group today! ' - ‘

. The. Trotskyists were- proved wrong by the. march
of world events, - by, the . success of the socialist Five
Year Plan (which.-Trotsky had. called a “bureavcratic
fantasy”’),. by the long: period of peace.gained .by .the
Soviet Union between the two world wars, by its victory
in the Second Worid War, by the winning of millions

e

ighting and defeating Trotskyism, we in the
C mr::mfi:sghl:t’:ar:'gt’y were taking our stand with the great
Cgmmunist thinkers of the past ) ‘
In 1919 Lenin said in his pamphlet “A Great Be-
inning’’ that the newly born social system would pre-
glr'1I over capitalism because it would create a new and
g h higher productivity of labour. This, he said, was
mr:'c capitalism had triumphed over feudalism, and this
" ywhy socialism would triumph over capitalism. In a
Wlas'e'c:h of December, 1920, to Moscow Party activists,
f_‘:iin said: “Socialism possesses the power of example.
Force is a power ‘against the one \th wants to restqre
his domination. - But there_ the significance of for;g
ends, and after that it is mflt_:ence and example that
are' powerful. We must show in practice, by example,
the significance of Communism, L
. This was in line with the teaching of Engels who
wrote in 1882: “One thing is certain. The victorious
working class cannot confer its benefits on any gthe’t:
ration without undermining its own victory by so doing.
""" THE BRUSSELS PEACE CONGRESS

In 1936, a:new "and wider movement for peace
was born.  An ‘International Peace Council headed by
the British Conservative -Lord | Robert ' Cecil and "the
French Radical Pierre Cot, and. including such varied
personalities as the 'Czech President Benes, the Arch-
bishop of York and Mahatma Ghandi, called'a world
pPsage congress at Brussels. 'A Victorian Committee was
fored to support this committee with Judge Foster as
chairman, the Rev. Palmer Phillips and Professor Harold
Woodruff as’ vice-chairmen and Dorothy Alexander
_(later my wife) as secretary. The committee covered a
wide range, including the president of the National
Coureil of Women, the secretary of the League of
Nations Union (Miss Constance Duncan), the secretary
of the Young Women's Christian Association, Mrs.
Essington Lewis (wife of the managing director. of
Broken Hill Pty.), and other prominent citizens. The

ev. Palmer Phillips, who had been an outspoken advo-
Cate for peace over many years, was chosen as delegate
to the world congress. There was altogether an Aus.
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