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By M=x Zorlcin

To undits the young men and women of Australia sround the
fight for Peace, for the satisfactlon of thelr needs, and for =

new Soclal System is .a great mission but not a simple taske

" 3 .
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There are 1% m11¢13n youth betWeen the ages ot 15 and 25
in fstralia today and the vast majority of these young people

are confronted daily with problems large and small as & result
of the crises of &

apitalism, it's race for maximum profits and
the inevitsble drive 10 ware ¢h= effect of" Capitalism on these

young people is the same irrespec tlve of their dlffering opinlons
and views end it is this Ffact that lays the basis for the

building of unity ~né common aciion in the defence of thelf
rights.

When they unite and fight for their rights they immediately
come up a_;ains‘l:'. the warmcngers and in resllity take the casuse of

Pesce into their ovn hands, though not yet consciously encugh.

Our League needs to seridusly undertalke manysided day to day
struggles in order to play it's full parit in the building of this
unity. The unity of the working class youth, the most decisive

sechiony is an urcent question for us and one that needs serious
exemination.

There are in Australia sbout 54 Factories and workshops

with over 1,000 workers, 32 in NeSaW.,

9 in Victoria, 3 in
Queensland, 7 in South Australiaz, 2 in Tasmania and 1 in W.A.

‘While not 11m1tin" our attentlon to these, it is obvious
that to unite the worklng class youth and form an alliance with

other sections, we must have a. strong basis in ths basic industries,
particularly the metal and the railwaye. Yet we aré sti1l quite

The question is how to overcome this
situgtion.
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~ass wcrkers themselvesy

and are members of thelr Unions. Two who work in big establishments

are members o? their trade associations. Two are in big schools
and members of student organisations, one lives in the countryside
and belongs to a Bike clﬁb and two.are full-time League workers.
This amounts to quite a good masé contact, but our job is to fight
much harggr to make this contact and that of all members far more

effective.

The important thing in each of these places where we have
the contact is to find the demand that all agree 10 and act upon
it. A really widesprezd movement of youth must obvicusly be based
on things their minds are fixed upon. We s8till however tend to

put great efforts and money into varioue campaigns that intersct,

‘and activise, only the "upper crust", while the vast majority,

unfortunately, don't even Jmow sbout them.

¥hile atv the same time, there has been slmost no written
propaganda carrying the volice of the League, the leading youth
organisation among the youth.  And this at a time when the policy
of the muling circles have had dsvestating effect on the lives of
youth. We are taking very determined steps to overcome this, one
being'iésuing a series of 1eaflets based on the burning problems of
young people and eazch containing a simple, but fundamental
education in Political Economy to be distributed very deliberately

in these main places and some others.

For the League to build we must actually fight for immediate
things the youth need, be it full wages at 18, increased margins,
equal pay, tools, overalls, dirt money or issues like Peace,
Democracy, or Sociazlism itself. Qur job- of course, is not to allow

things to stay at the starting point, but to show their connections

with the existence of Capitelism and it's inevitsble war drive, and

show how Soicalism is a superior system.
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1t e ao riob have these struggles  and conduct only a battle.
of worés for Socialisn sup suceess will be very limited, because
peopIe'léafn?frdm"lifé;“ words” assist that process, not replace
it, But if we examlned Which branches of the League were actually
orgaﬁising'hnd stfﬁggling for enything I em afraid we would find
them still largely tallking sbout struggles, and this during-a

period whén the actual struggles of Justralien youth have been-”

increasing. This_shows the Lesgue at a stage of & Socialist

orgenisation still largely divorced from the mass povemend. -

#e need %o base our branches of the League Tirstly on the

big industries, because we 5till have atlong way to go-to a - -
position Whefe‘thé bulk'of the merbers of the working.claES‘youth s ?
organisatlén'ére part of the basic sections of the working class. ’
Sscondly, on the working clasa apeas. . Parther we necd in each of -
these places.a strong group of relatlvely mature leaders w1th
experience. TO- expect brmnches to ‘be built by teenagers alone is
asking too much and lgnores. the experlence of the youth movement

the world overs The success of our Mmldura Dranch, where there 15'

‘such a group of mature leaders, is not unconnected with it's Eucceﬁ&.

The approach of lesding committees o a branch or memberS‘is
often with ‘a large number of jobs that need to be done. This
needs reversing. The approach should be putting to each branch
or member, those things which will advance their mass work and
then practicals concrete leadership; no® general calllng for
the fulfillment of these tasks. In the words of Stalln, general

leadership is no lesdership at alls for it leaves people w1thout

practical guidances

There is an urgent need to improve bﬁr ideological work..
I have heard of examples of people our painting up "Repeal .
Crimes Ac3" without kmowing’ what it reslly meant. If thie
ducatlonal work is not done even very actlve people eventually
drop out of activity. Jnd the educationsl role of the Teague -

becomes nullified.
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B~Bo ary to recelve and accept the ideologlcel

CUIdance Of th@ G.P. of A if we are to’ succeed, but cure should

be taken to mq1nt"in the oraanlsﬂtlonal 1ndependence and the

broed, non~Party character of the Le gue.

Marzism~Leninism doesn't megn a-narrow, small ornqnlsation,

but in fﬂct, it means the TErY opposite - it Teans o be besed
widely anu.deeply among the working calss youth,

and winning the
'support of it's allies,

_-e ’Made Unions are very importent for the: League as the
Unltea, mnss organlsations that flght for qll workers Young and

old, male angd female. Our League members need to work in the

Union of thein calling, for this unity, on the Pprinciple that all

worksrs :are brothers « -~ brothers in labop and brothers 1n destlny.

Some young workers are nisled, but they are not our enemiesy they

are our brothers and we must reach out the hand er frlendshlp to

them in order to win thenm awey Tfrom those who are mlsleadlng themy

8ore of our Leanuers see a contradlctien between 1nterna1
work snd mess work. In reallty, there should be none. Everything:-'
W& do within the Lesgue should be almed at training and educatlng
better mass workers.  If it does not do thls then it should not¥
waste our time, Every new cadre created is a further step towards
uniting the youth and a blow at tnelr enemies, the warmongers snd

the exploiters. Any activity that extends the number, qualify

and contact of our cedres is a good thing. ~Anything that detracte ‘
or diverts us from this is = bad thing. When evaluating our .
activity this must be our measurlng stick. We could do all kinds

of greas things, but unlees they resulﬁ in pemanent gains they

8re bankrupt ang lead to a dead end.

There ig an urgent need for widespread, youthful sctivity

g
& form o organisation for the League, because snother exXample

inly have the meeting form of
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activity, and this constitutes a barrier to thé development of

the yoﬁng people attracted to the ideas of Socislism, The aim

of youthfui activity is'to get ﬁbfe People to struggie,'though
in & simpler way. But ogain, the aim is not to stay ab the
starting point but to create-peoﬁle who will figzht for the cause
of the people of Australia With;every'breath in their bodyﬁ Sone
of our culturgl workers tend to put the cart before the horse,

or to say the League should pay as much atitentionm 0 the art form
as to industry, whereas the reel position is that preczseﬂy because
we want to build up in the industries that art forms are of walue.
And'that_is why they need attention. If they do not serve this '

rurpose they are of little value.

‘Big National and International events are of great value,
but sgain the vast majority are unable to participate and many
never know -about them.: So we obviously need youthful forms of. ‘
activity in a very widespread and permsnent way, daily and weekly,
in our organisations s0 as ito get the greatest possible

Participation with it's resulting advancement of people.

The purpose of this article is to stimulate widespread
discussion and discussions that will lead to en improvement in
our methods of work and attention to people along these lines
then we would not only hops fors but suarantee a considerable
extensian-of unity and the Legue's influence among Australian

young men snd women in this: our Congrese and 100th Anniversary

of Bureka Years




