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. PROLETARIAT

Towards the Emancipation of the Abori'gine_s.

“No people oppressing other peoples can be free”—Marx and Engels. .

T is no exaggeration to state that there has

been a great awakening of interest in the
‘Australian Aborigines during the last two or three
years. Some weeks ago the Minister for the In-
terior informed the newspapers that he had re-
ceived a flood of protests against the sentencing
to -death of eight =aborigines who had heen
charged with the murder of two white men. We
can also recall the widespread opposition to the
proposal of the Lyons Government to send a puni-
tive expedition to Caledon Bay “io teach the
natives a lesson” )
To-day, a number of scientific, humanitarian,
religious, and working-class political organisations

are closely concerning themselves with the prob-.

lems of the aborigines. Even smug hourgeois
scholars, who have reconciled themselves fo the
early disappearance of the aboriginal race, are
eager to see that they depart in peace.
Anthropologists and other observers have pro-
vided a considerable amount of literature dealing
with the mode of living, customs, and culture of
_the natives of Australia. Their tribal systems
have been described. “We know of their amazing
il as bushmen and hunters, of their high de-
-gree of intelligence, hospitality, and physical
sstrength.
- But on the political and social problems of the
;aborigines there is a great deal of confusjon.

Let us, therefore, clarify some vexed questions, .

@md point the way to the emancipation of the
aborigines. _

1. What is the Economic and Political
Position of the Aborigines?.

" There are about 60,000 Ifu11~blood§d _aborigi'nés_" _
in Australia. An expert estimate gives 1,000,000 .

as the population prior to the British invasion.
In Victoria, there are only about 50 aborigines
alive to-day, Compared with other regions, how-
ever, Victoria was never very thickly populated
with the brown people. It is in areas such as the
Looreng, i ith
game and fish, .and inhabited by thousands of
natives, that the decline in population is most
tragic.

The principal groupings of aborigines are now '

in the Federal Governmeni Territories of North

and Central Australia. As the principal industries -

in these regions involve work for which: the
natives show some aptitude, their exploitation by
graziers (and others) ig-now part of the economic
lifeof.the country.™ - L '

The Commonwealth Year-Book tells us that

about 2500 aborigines (one-third of -whom are
females) are in “employment” in the Federal
Territories. Apparently the "Arbitration -Court
draws a “colour line,” becanse the standard wage

“for these workers'is 5/+ per -week.-- Two. shillings. ..

out of the five are paid into a “trust -agcount.”
Trust funds which are not claimed after six years
are confiscated by the Government.

d

in South Australia, once teeming with -
. or -the T

However, it is incontestable that the bulk of
the aborigines in “employment” receive no wages
at all. M. M. Bennett, in “The Australian Abo-
riginal as a Human Being,” says that the majority
of the aborigines are employed in the bush; and .
here “it is the practice ‘for employers to apply-
to the constable-protector for a general licence, .
costing 10/--a year, to employ an unlimited num-
ber of aborigines without paying them.” ~ Bleak-
ley’s well-known Report stresses the fact that the. -
natives ‘have no “alternative to -accepting such . -
migerable conditions, -ds :their “hunting-grounds, .
have been invaded by stock, =" 7 SR

These Federal Territories, then, together with " -
the Mandated Territory in New Guinea; constitute .
the. “Empire” ‘of Australian capitalism.. -From -
the- stave labour. of thé mnatives are giound.the
colonial 'super-profits of alian '
geoisie. LT
Furth
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tralian Constitution. ="
right to. own land. 'The
in courts ‘of law. compare
is there any “sanctity”
must submit = themselv
single, as cpn#&bipéﬁs‘é

€1V}
whether they-be: ithe
& redsking

of the coastal region
natives who. suryived
- ‘Qrganised ““shool
holes, and ‘eyanided ¥
spread syphilis:anid {




AUGUST, 1934.

native women was encouraged by gifts of liquor
to the males, The “Queenslander,” 8/12/1877, re-
ports that “each white man carrying a rifle tries
its range on every blackfellow he sees.”

In 1904, the Western Australian Government
appointed a Royal Commissioner to report on abo-
riginal administration. The réport sets out that
blacks were found to be chained by the neck,
half-starved, and hammered by the police. The
police received a money grant for every native
captured. Native prisoners were made to plead
guilty at the muzzle of a rifle.

In 1929, the motorious massacre of natives of"

the Northern Territory, in comnection with the
killing of 2 dingo-shooter named Brookes, gave a
further illustration of the murderous imperialist
policy. A “constable-protector,” who admitted
having assisted to shoot 81 aborigines, was
“white-washed” by a Board of Inquiry. Accord-
ing to a judge, “the police mowed the natives
down wholesale.” ' '
Already this year we have seen s number of

“trials” of natives, resulting in the vietims being
thrown into tropical gaols for breaches of laws .

of which they are totally ignorant. . S
On this second question, therefore, we -must
find that the- aborigines have been brought very
close to total annihilation at the hands-of ‘the
imperialists. : i :

3. Are the Aborigines Doomed? = -

In a foreword fo a popular hooklet, “Black-
fellows of Australia,” by Charles Barrett, appears
the jollowing statement by Theodore Fink, quot-
ing Sir Arthur Keith:—“The racial map- of the
world is changing rapidly. In less than a century
not a trace will be left of the race which domi-
nated the whole continent of Australia for tens
of thousands of years.” 'The verdict of hourgeois
science proclaims that the aboriginal race must

perish, .

It is true that the aborigines are danggrouély
close to extinction. But the bourgeois- seientists

reckon without the upsurge of the revolutionary
‘movement among the working class, History has .

shown that where the working class-succeeds in

- emancipating itself from capitalism, it simul-
taneously  emancipates all oppressed peoples-
within its territories. There has been no more

outstandingly successful feature .of the prole-
tarian revolution in Russia than the solving ‘of

the “National Question” (i.e., the .]iberatign : of

oppressed peoples).-

The empire of the Czars eontained sf_:dreg of -

“human race: - He: indicates.

-wooden implements.and

.88 a brake on:

- 1o the copious meat an
-more especially to:th

it

the backward peoples: to ‘ovértake Central’ Russia
in a political, cultural, and econemic sense”
The changes brought to the eppressed peoples
of Russia by proper medical and sanitary systems;
education, cultural development, political freedom,
collective farming, and stable industries, indi-
cate  what Socialism offers the Australian
aborigines, ) ) N
Bourgeois scientists who predict the ‘extinetion
of the aborigires, also reckon without the brosdl
sections of the population who are  vigilamtily .
watching the treatment of the. aborigines, and whos - -
are exposing and resisting the worst:-of ‘the .ab- -

tacks being launched against. the natives. . The -
growth. of the anti-imperialist moévement, which
may later develop inte an internat C ampaign

against the. .oppression ‘of the:
vital factor for- their preservatio
-We miust, then, reject:deci
theory that the aborigines a
tion. Even without Socialiss
from extérmination,
4. Are the ‘Abor
- Advancement?.
Frederick . Engels, ' in " *Th
Family,” describes, the s
and -Polynesians . still: remain inth
of savagery.” "The_ zabori
-environment-had - ped
cooking of fish; game, and’
tubers,” They -thusg had 2 va:
dependence of climate ‘and 1o
them to follow the course
and © spread' over :the

ed

development - of " gimple: domie
baskets, nets; and ‘canoes” indi
of -the aborigine tow,

savagery. -
" :‘But the geograp)
the plant and anim:

“The ' superio
Semites,” says Eng.

subject nationalities, Kazaks, Uzbeks, Bashkirs, ' ments pt
Tartarg, Yaluts, Karels, Udmurts, Chuvashes, - seist

White Russians, Muldavians, as well as Jews, -

Poles, Letts, and Esthonians, were facing -éxtine:
tion or assimilation at the time' of the: Octobe:
Revolution in 1917. Many of these peoples wera
of nomadic habits, degtitute of education, ‘an
fotally untrained in industry..o 7555 < Lo

The  Revolition halted the doom which threat

ened to overtake the oppressed peoples of Russia.-
‘Lenin, developing the teachings of Karl Marx,

pointed cut the tasks of the Russian proletariat
—the direction of the formerly oppressed

nationalities along socizlist lines, eliminating: the
" capitalist” stage “of ‘development. - Under ™ the
leadership of Stalin, it is becoming “possible for
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determine that the aborigines, under a Soviet
Australia, would in time develop rural and urban
industries, raise their cultural level, and become
completely independent of the white people.

5. What Steps Are Necessary to Achieve
Aboriginal Emancipation?.

The bourgeoisie is not concerned with the eman-
cipation of native races. “We did not conguer
India for the benefit of the Indians,” said Sir

Joynson Hicks in -1925. "“I know in missionary
meetings it is said that we conquered India to
Indians.  That is cant! We
outlet: for the ‘goods of

- -raise the level of the

" conquered India as the
Great Britain.”- : o
. Hicks was a Tory politician, - A similar view-
point-ic held by the Lyons Government, which
has conducted an offensive against. the natives,
and answers with its tongue in its cheek that the
natives are not ill-treated. :Chicanery is the es-
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?un},our, “This man must return to hi ,oﬁ
Ty.” R .
We can accept the statements o
Wood-Jones, that missionary activities' amg
aborigines have been a failure. The res

-of the mission work is seen in the -Case

“Peace Mission” to Caledon Bay. Heré
were “apprehended”’ (to use the exprei
Federal Minister) by a missionary;
“murderers™ were then “taken f

win, where they i
Then the “holy”
being . applaude
upholders’ of.1
the missi

sence of the Lyons Government’s dealings with - =

the natives. It utilised a “Peace Mission,” organ-
ised by missionaries, to lure the Caledon Bay

natives to Darwin, where they were arrested and -
brutally handled in the cells. - At the.time of

writing, the Government is planning 2 police drive

to capture more witnesses for the trial, -despite
-assurances that such action would be aveided. .

' The Scullin Labour- Government effected no - A, stn;]i

changes making for improvement in aboriginal
conditions during its term of office, The colonial
policyof the Labour administration was expoged :

at ‘the time when Scullin deported a number of "

political priseners of Dutch. imp_@ria_lis:p ‘who had.
escaped to Northern Australia.’ “‘Replying. to pro<;

tests against the deporting of these workers-back ™ . :
to the fever-infested Javanese gaols, 'the Federal -

Government answered :that. they

“continuing the policy. of "previous Governmen

vere merely B2

in such. matters. . Four or five years ago, mém- . .

‘bers of 'a deputation to- the South. -Australian
“Labour Chief Secretary .(Whitford) r,e%mjted tha
they had received an astonishing rep

request that a- certain aborigine ‘should .be

ly-to their

mitted to reside in’Adelaide and draw ratioms.. |

The native had complained that he and his sigter -

were thrashed at a mission station becanse:they.
refused to attend church services, Ret;echhng the

request, the Labour politician :

In a few weeks, man:
in the Federal election
mean to us?

—

They-mean that we are being . called upon t6 - -
play our part in the great fraud of “government -

of the people, for the people, by the people,”

It has been very miuch easierfor domiinant capi-
talism to rule when it has been able to persuade

the peoplé that they do-the ruling.-:-- -

What, then, is the position of the student who
has seen through the parliamentary fraud? Can

the elections be tossed aside contemptuously No, -

The advanced worker or studenf_,, while recognis-




