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EDITORIAL-WHY ARENA? 
I 

; This is a question wiiicli it would be reasonable to anticipate, since there 
2 - 
! I:, n o  lack. at prtb\c.l][, 01' r~laqasirlc.\ dt.wted t o  intellectual topics of general 
I 

I interest. 
1 If the a m  oi .-trcrra wcw nlcrvlv to express diHesently he kind of idea% 
1 d ready e x p u r d e d  by a n u n l k r  oi ott1t.r publications, the effort would not 
1 k justified. 

This is not its object. 1[ may even tx described AS the very reverse. i .4rrnn'i  funrtio~i. us wr wr it. is to re-assert the claims of Marxism. as a 
1 ; relevant and meaninqfui quide to social comment and analysis, and, 
i I therefore, also :o pul-psive social x t iv i ty :  for this reason, we believe its 
( appearance marks .somethirig of a landmark in recent magazine publication 

I in Australia. 
Needless to say, we do rlot rxpect any bocquets for the mere proclamation 

of such an aim. O n  the contrary, wc are acutely aware of h e  need to 

1 esrablish die magazine's vaiur, not b~ tile htrideocy of in message, but by 
' tile quality o l  1t5 ~natr!,i;ii. 5Ve :-vrn d m i r  :o stitrtinq from a point of 

{ome disadvantage. 

1 I n  us t rv l i an  intellpctuai lile, Man i sm has, for rome time, 'hen regarded 
( as "non-U" arnonq tlw rnore mflurritial moulders of thought - relegated to 

I the lumber room, so !o sp:ak. 
Communism has h w n  .~rrorded a re~pect  of a kind as a potent !even 

I .  , s ~ n i s t ~ r )  p~l i t ica l  force, pal.ticularlli in the extrrnal w r i d ,  but s!so among 
; a section of the .-\uztralian working class. 

I 
' 3ut Marxism, .L> a system of ideas. has either been ignored, or  dismissed 
I .m:wwt~at concemptucusiy, as an out worn, Yuperseded ideology. 

Thi.; hits nor ai\va)\ t)tbt.r~ rtw caw. I n  h e  ' th i r t ie~ drld 'forties, Marxism 
dominated intel1cc:tual cieba:e. and rhe most fertile "idea" publications were 

I 
either Marxist-oriented or treated Marxism as the m a t  serious contender, 

I for intellectuai ;~llrgiance 



Tflece \\c>rc iht. l n w  of flip (;YP:I~ bIon\l 1.oiitlt~\ 

:J,, dcl!)~.t.~-io~l .i!~d t l l t -  C',t\c.:-t JtiYSe-r~!.iUt. 130r/~ 
,p l r lg  iron1 ia!)~rali.r~t. To ekwy wnsitivr rni~ld, 

we:.t. un-pcakabl> hidrous a r d  menacing. Tllc-y 
.iCnificd thr ucI\ trc.:tkdnwn ol' ,I way oi lir'c*. 

$0 O I I ~ '  or1 t l ~ c '  [n)iiirciil ripllt .t,c.rntd ro !~it\-e ; U I \  

. i l l ,wp~.  r c j  t l i c ~  pi.obit~rns, otllt'l ii~,in one, wtiictl 
lnL.ol\eci die \.lcrificr ot' t l i c '  ir~te:.e.;ti oi tlic pro!~lc 
:,, the qrearcc ?lor.). of co rp ra t ion  profit and !l l tb  

!rl,atiable den~arid. of t 1 1 ~  t'ascist poww.. 
The kIarxi.,t.; . t ~ t ~ r r ~ t d  to liaw tllc bt.,t c.tpi;~r~;ltior~s 

iur the <tat? t11:lt the world 1l;ld d r r ~ ~ e d  .lt. ~ n d  riw 
k , t  a]ternati\:e\-. 

pOLIT1C.-\I.LY t l ~ r  C.S.S.R. tm~cr<ed a5 the 
;Vrrlbol uf economic rebirtl~. on I babir o i  
cr,-operatior~ in\tc.:d of ~ur~bridltd competitior~. Spain. 
.\bv.;.-inia. Cliina werc cau,ies t l ~ a t  appea!rd deeply 

1 ,  tlir anti-fn\c~.t ideals of t l ~ e  time, and merged with 
Iar,oer !q.;llt* I)!' "collective ..;ecuritv." championed 

by [he U.S.S.R. m d  the communists. 
The Popuiar Fror~t. as realiwd in Francr. and tlie 

crlited Front. opc.ntd vi4or1s of national salvation 
illrough the alliance o i  all partles and strata of the 
p.opulation. in oppositior~ to fascism and the I ~ o n ~ e -  
Town right. 

IDEOLOGIC:.\I.I.I', Marxist materialism providcd 
J heulthy ~ n t l d o t e  to tile rn!\tic anti - hurnanisnl t l ~ a t  

: lollowed I r l  rtlc wake of fascism. and the economic 
. trpments o l  the blarxists were powerfully co r~f i r~nrd  
i~ thr all-ttw-,~vp;lrt?r~t facts of i i k .  

c:ULTUR.-\I.I.\I', a rcali,itic and critical wciai torw 
\\.az demandtd hv the time>, and was provided by tlw 
[?it, throuzh the exploration of contrmporary cli!tw~- 
mas, and the rw ival of the democratic art and literary 
:raditions of tht. 19th century. 

With ; h r  e ~ d  01' t h  war and chr defeat of fascism. 
ihebe trends wrrcs, f o ~  J time, sustainrd by the COII- 

rlnuing momentum of t11e a n t i - f a ~ i s t  crusade; but, as 
;he 'forties were replaced by the 'fifties, they began to 
fade. 

There wrrc potc.rlt social factors responsibie for the 
decline of the intellectual left. World economic crisis 
\<as left far behind, and replaced by a fast-moving, 
ptat-war economlc h r n .  :hat appeared to prove tllc 
rvdiency .ind c.iipacitv for proipcr-ous expansion, 
~ r l h ~ r r n t  in :tit. rapitali.\-t .v.-tem. 

The a~ltl-i"l.clst allianct. p v e  way to the cold war 
and the anti-Soviet alliance. .A sweepin< tcc!~nolo~ical 
i t  tldthered pace, making far - teaching 
charyes in tlic structure of industry and the work- 
force. and in p;lrcicular. o p n l n g  up new awnues of 
rmpioymenc lor ! h l h  highly skilled. irlc.luding t t ~ c  
degree and dipiorna men. 

Radicalism and non -conibmism began to bc. 
expressed now, more in the bind of music one favored, 
or in weirdness of d r e ~ $  rather than in w i a l  commit- 

rnmt. w l ~ i c l ~  waz too 1ikc.1~ to conilicr with onc'..- ioc,ial 
iituatior~. 

I3ut tllc &cline of the intellectual leit was ;I[W 

(:o~~tr:t)i~ted to, in part. by its owrl deficiencicq. 
1'11t.v I~liltd ;tdwpately to dcveIop their .ocial 

c.r.~tic.i~rn in tunt. wit11 new social condition.;. The  
( ' C . ~ I I O I I I I C  r;~t;~strophc, for ir~htance, ,Nil< retained as 
t i w  c.c,nt~.~l fcnturc of the bIarxian cr~tique ot' capital- 
I ~ I ,  . I I I ~  .I\ i~ b t ~ a r r ~ e  more and mow abstract in t h  

X I L ~  condition..-, w qc~ieral ptlr-lseology tended to rc- 
plact. ywcific analvsi.; in :heir econon~ic treatrnrnt, 
wit11 a t ronquen t  io.;. of impact. 

I'l~c. public air ir~g of the defects in the Soviet sy>ttsnl 
r111dt~ Stalin rc\cnlt!d a wrious faiiure, on the part 0 1  
:lit lcft, to rnair~tair~ a ..-ufficientlv critical balance to- 
uard.; ,ociaiibt practice. ;irld this I d  ro a considcrahlv 

fictionali.ied histo?, i r ~  which there was over-concen- 
tration 011  exiernalz, at  the cxpense ol individilal 
human conflict. 

.A. .A. Ph~llips, the literary critic, put his friqer on 
tt11.i spot. twiltm he \;IICL that. while his sympathies !a)- 
? v i t l ~  t t ~ v  "traditiorlali>t>" or rralists, "Yet I h a v ~  to 

~ d m i t  t l ~ a t  the artist-patriots (Patrick ;.Vhite et a1 -- 

:l r w n  i art! today producing the better, the more 
mcuninqfui work. Tllr [rouble with the traditionai- 
icts i s  that t11ev XI. traditionalists, and have lost the 



. i l l  I I to o i l  r t i i d i ~  . I I I ~  

L l ( , l l \  I [ \ ,  

tIirc*c,r~orl. !)(.I[ ~ ) ~ T ; I I I W  r ) l '  111c.ir lark ot' y n e r a l  orienta- 
I rori, I tic-\ .II . ( ,  p1'or1tk 10 di\,o~,c.t* i\\uc'\ from their soc.ral 

0 1 1  c.i~lri~r.ai r1latrc.l.. t t ~ c % \ .  . I ~ ; I ~ I I  c.~pou.;t. :/I(* 

r:~tli\.itllrali>r~(.. < r c ~ t l  o t r t . ~ ~  tl~c. ol)~c.i~raritist .  arid deni- 
i t  - I I  1 \ O I I I C W I I : I ~  ~ t . ; t r i ~ m i ~  me1 
unc.ritic.al . ~ c l u i . ~ r ~ t t r ~  r ~ l  Patrick \b'll~tc And Sidr1t.y 
XOi~lll !, ~vlIl[~to1llilt l l~. 

( ! I ( ~ ! I o ~ o I I I \ ~  111) ~ M > I \ \ C * I & ~ I  w ~ r r i c ~ ~  ' I I I ~  1 1 1 1 2  ot11vr ticld\ 
0 1  c~til~ur~c* I \  ju.1 ,I.; .ipt \ \ ~ I I T I  applirrl to Australia. 

I $ ~ i t  i r  i ,  i l l ( .  "I-itdic,rl ~ri i$l t ."  1101 tile  liberal^, W I I O  
lia\c. i d  I I I V  i~ l i t i a t i \ r  in i ~ ~ t e l l t ~ c t u a l  procrammatics 

. i~ur0 \1 \~11c- \  . .. t11; i t  !I;.I\ 11ad ;in ilitirr~idatirig eH'ect or1 
~ i ~ i  l i b  T i ~ i h  eroul) I I ~ I ,  iourldt.d o r  takrn ( ) \ ( . I .  

< I  ~ I \ I ~ I I ~ ! ~ , I ,  01' ~ I I ; I ~ : . I / I I I ~ \  11) r o p ~  \ > . I ~ I I  [.twir \,oI~thle ou t -  
1)ut. ol' w l ~ i t ~ l ~  1 1 1 t '  / j ~ i l l ( ~ ! i ~ /  . ~ r ~ d  Q i i { ~ d r ( ~ ~ i ~  are  tllc mo\t  
l't'pl f ' ~ l ' I 1 t ; l  t i \ ' ( ' ,  

in part lcular. t a s c i n a t i ~ ~  them. a n d  t h y  have in fact 
.c.~uc$~t t o  optrratc thr r ' l i t i~t  principlr i r ~  tilrlr .;tr.ibnuous 

'Tlle\t~ ~ c . : l \ . ~ t ~ t ~ \  cw r r  .I wide rarlcr. but are always 
rnanipuiatcd i l l  sucll J way a.; to briny g i s t  to the 
<lnti-So\ let arid itriti-comrnuni>t mill. Even their 

I -  i I .  1'11t,\ d o  not -Iir.irlk rrven from the 

~t~c.!i~ilquc~- :)f hlcC.~rtIiviir~i I I I  order  10 jaw civiliw- 
r i o r l  lr-orr~ t11v ' - c o m r ~ ~ u r ~ i ~ t  heazt." 

Ha\ i r ~ y  !ittlcb or  110 real cl~alltmge in their ideas, the), 
. I I I .  ~~irf~.r . r l iq  tlit. i,r:tr~lping effect \  of' italcne.;, 211d 
l . ( ' i> t ' t i t l c ) l l .  ill adclitlon, ttwir i l~ r i l l  w a r c ! ~  for  culprits 



\.ictims i ~ a i  ~ ; l c t r c i  i a c k  upon r i~cni .  r~spcc~iall\. 
.,rl,, rht.:r ,o~~rlc!  '~rld !ur.y has ~ C C I I  incr.c.:lsir~gly 

,howrl co b~ urmatci i t~t i  by sufficient strenqth to he 

; .c2j lL friqhtt~riirlq. 

T T l c  ioc!ai . ; I ~ L I C I ~ I O I I  !< hccorning kss i a ~ o r a h i c  t o  

, , q l l t  vxtrtLrn~.n1 and  more t';i\.orahir to tire left. , \ i  

ilurne the st^ is Ie\, ccrtalnty about  future cconomic 
m d  wcuritv. and witli it a rendencv for <!ass 

differentiatioll\ to t'r~large and  produce are:irt%I. 
~ ~ : ~ t i o n s .  This  !\ not the place to cxpand on  I tlis 
.uhject. huc one point is worthv of i~u tc .  

The  intellectuai Ira.: nor gar r~ed  a n  ~t;deperrdt,rlt 
.tLltu4 i l l  tile . 'a i f luet~t"  .oc!et\. O n  tire contra1.L.. t ~ t -  

,, for the mo.r part a ,ervant of private o r  Zovernment 
, . o r p r a t ~ o n s :  rau,gt~t  u p  in xsentiallv t t ~ e  same 
,truygie fur improved wayvs and  condit ior~s as is tlre 
industrial w,orker. 

Hence, he i.; becotnitig incrensir~giv aware  o t  111s 
(rroup economlc irltereqts. 2nd tile necessitv for  f'orrm 
o( o q a r ~ ~ s a t i o n  to aswrt  them. T h i s  leitds tiim to- 

a non-conformist a n d  lett-inclirl!r~c ourlook. 
.\cti~-itv, Marxist, rrcoqnise. :.; tlie kev to soc.ia1 

I ~ & e n i n g .  
111 the w.orld a t  large. roo, idens whiclr confor.m to 

r / ~ e  need., of social c h a n ~ e  are  steadilv advancing, 
a b v e  all hfarxiinl.  iind impactirig .!~istralia as any 
other rq ior l .  

111 the p a t  compet~ t ion  between the m i a l i s t  and  
t-apitalist sy.;terns, [tie former is .;tcadilv gainins 
q o u n d  despite the !it? in accumul;tted aff'luence com- 
pared with the irloit advanced capitalist countries. 

The d y r ~ a m ~ c  ~f . ;m~ali$m is somethirig- :h,it i \  
kcornlng more and  more siqnificant day. by day .  
.And as  the qocialist countries develop. so d o  their 
political ~ u p e ~ . . i r \ ~ c t t ~ r ~  become frerr of the rigorous 

feature.; whictr Inany in the more stnbie west err^ 
democracies find niieri a n d  inimical. 

T h e  great colonial awakening h x  reached 't crci- 
cendo, ~-everbc.rati~:g throughout the world the 
demand o i  the rlVwl\. !iberated nlillions to share i l l  

tI11' 1 S U I I ;  of ~ d \  ar1t.d ~ c ~ c l ~ r r o l o y  .i. indr.;>crlcic.~~t' 
c b r ~ r i t l r . .  i n  what dirt,ctior~ will t t ~ t - ~  <o. h e w  11r:vlv 
~.r~~c.r-q,.rd nation. ,' T l ~ c  answer to t t l ~ z  cjrle\t!on \ \ l i t  

l i , c \ t ~  proTour!d i rnpi icst~or~b for all OS us. a11d !iw 
~s\itic~ncc. po~rit '  io  111t. tact [/!at. w t ~ i l r  r11rv will I)UI.\II? 
t i~r lr .  y,ai, , n  way. .ippropr.lnte to : t ~ e ~ r  own ni~tur-r.. 
.oc.iali.nr  ill Iw t11('1r C ~ I ~ P I I  \chicle. 

' I ' ! ~ t x ~ . r  i \  one. ,iwc.wnw t t ~ r e a t  that ira11g. o \ e s  o u r  
tit,.id\. b l iyh t~nq  t i l t ,  prospect, for a future lull ol' 
\ t rn~ui; i t i r~q prorrllw. I t  i <  t t r r  danqer  of .i wmrld war  

! ) I '  - \ I ( - i r  dc-.trr~cri\-c, dinl~rr.ivns [hat  ~t woiild irnpi.ril 
: l ~ t .  I ' : i i ~  0 1  <tsr~t.ri~tion> ( > I  mankind. 

-v r!~ertt (.all he only orle way to meet t111\ thwat .  i l l  

our7 r1t.w: to \tancl u p  for life, a n d  io for peace, h\- 
joinin: wirh all t l ~ o w  \\+lo, from whatever m o t i ~ e , .  . l ~ t .  

p r t p r ~ d  to ~ c t  to halt the r~uclear  a rms  race a r ~ d  
.[rive ~ O S  :otal a n d  general world d i sa rn~arnent .  

0 1 1  ail thew i i \ u e ~ ,  we come i r ~ t o  cor~flict with ille 
"radical" r iy t~ t ,  a. wit11 all the forces of political re- 
o r  W r  look Torwuxl to some overdue polrmics 
i s ~ t t ~  them. 

O n  the ottlt'r hand ,  wt, o b ~ i o u s l v  h a w  qui te  a d w l  
I r l  imnrnoti with rtlc liberal\;, despite our  diff'errrlt 
luritJa!nental  outlook^. Naturally, we hope to meFt 
tticrn in a I J ~ C T U I  exc!iangr of views a n d  con ten ti or^. 

O u r  milin function. however, is eo try to interpret 
t h  realities oS .4ustralian .social a n d  cultural life a n d  
its [in?\ of dewlopment  iri the context of the c h a r ~ y e i  
titkit~q place in the wider world. 

\ t 'v w ~ i l  not e x p o u t ~ d  orw view, o r  a n y  sr t  of 
rnaxlrns. Tt~c.sc> i \  room for much debate  a n d  argu-  
rnent withtri the framework of a \ ~ n e r a l  Marxi \ t  
~ n e c / r o d o l o g ~ .  a r ~ d  ttri. we .;tiall make it o u r  object t o  

cmcouraqe. 

i V c  will stumble, we [nay even fall a t  t i n w .  But 
we wdl nniy fall altogether, we be!ievr, if  we ~lexlect  
to make .Irrrrn a forum of liveiv discussior~ arid 
cwnrrowrw, arnonz all who subscribe to its general 
;lirns. 


