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~ NATIONAL C

By Miles Stuart

4 national conference of antiwar organ-
isations and actvists held in Melbourne
on 14-15 Cctober issued a call for a
saries of Anstralia wide demonstrations to
be organised in solidarity with those
planned for the United States and Europe
on November 15.

The conference, convened under the
awspices of the A ustralian Union of
Students, was attended by over seventy
persons from all states except Western
Australia, It was the largest and broadest
such meeting held for some time, and
chowed all the signs of providing a reason=
able basis for a regen=ration of the and-
war movement in response 1o NLTL"-’..I'S ,
continued escalation of the aggression in
Indochina.

After considerable debate the conference
adopted the following set of dafm ands
around which to organise the November

action?

1, Immediate withdrawal of all U, S.

troops and equipment from Indochina,

and the immediate cessation of all milit-
operations by the U.S. against the

people of Indochina,

2. Immediate cessation of Australian

ssistance to the Thieu and Lon Nol dict-

atorships,

3, Immediate end to conscription,

4, An end to the U, S, - Australian

alliance and particularly to the continuat-

ion of U, S, military bases on Australian

soil,

5, The Australian government's recog-

nition of the Democratic Republic of

|
|

= 5O A i P
Effects of defoliation methods of US
in Vietnam

Vietram and the Provisional Revol onary
Gwmentnfsmvletnam.twuﬂ

6, That we publicise and popularise the
seven-polot peace plan of the PRG,

The 1 motion included in Point

- Five a further demand that the movement

'_'rae?lu_ the seven-point peace plan of
the PRG I.Iﬂ.‘:tﬂl:ll‘fﬁuﬂ'}:? nfgﬂﬂ.lng
the Indochina conflict”, However, object-
lons were raised that this demand, becaufe
the seven-point peace plan called for the
United States to set a date for withdrawals
implled that the U, S, had a right to be in’
. It was therefore held to be

contradictory to Point One of the dem
m demand for immediate wiﬂ-;dnwalag?’

.S, forces.

It is probably worthwhile ta.gc‘! mEo tehL
:n this debate in som
cause the question of the
continually raised at
for the antwar

{ssues involved
detail here, be
PRG peace plan is
discussions of strategy
l‘TEﬂTL‘l"I‘ICI!It,

The seven-point peace programme ii':hﬂ
negotiating position of the _"l.'mt.?a_zmu”ﬁ g
liberation forces in the Paris peace t:;_a

a position the Vietnamese believe offers

ALLOUT N

build them you can contact yo
following: Melbourne - CICD,

Hobart - ring 252563 (Alban).

enough concessions to possibly convince
the U, S, to withdraw its forces,

In return for U, S, agreement to "set a
terminal date"” for the withdrawal of all
U, S. forces, the seven-point peace pro-

e offers arrangements for a cease-
fire, reciprocal release of prisoners, and a
prohibition of "reprisals and discrimination™
against collaborators with "one or the other
party”, It also provides for a new admin-
istration to replace the Thieu regime in
Saigon, one "favouring peace, independ-
ence,neutrality, and democracy”.

The PRG, the seven-point programme
says, will then enter into talks with this
new Saigon regime to form "a broad three-
segment government of national concord”
that will organise "genuinely free, dem-
ocratic, and fair general elections," The
seven-point programme also ptojects a
South Viemam which, "in keeping with, ..
the 1954 Geneva agreements, "will "re-
frain from joining any military alliance
with foreign countries, "

It is not a service to the Vietnamese lib-
eration forces to base the political position
of the antiwar movement on the Vietnam-
ese negotiating position In Paris, Such
positions — and even the fact that the Viet-
namese engage in negotiations at all —

are based on the fact that Vietnam is under
attack from the U, S,

If the Vietnamese are forced to make con-
cessions, or even offer them, the antiwar
movement must not welcome this fact,

It must point out that such concessions are
being forced by the armed intervention of
the mightiest military power in the world,

A parallel nts itself from the
of the R revolution: in 1918 the new
Bolshevik regime, under the leadership of

Lenin and Trotsky, concluded the Brest-
Litovsk treaty Hiﬂ: Germany, ¢g§1ng a

large part of Russia to German occupation,

While the Bolsheviks thought that this agree-

ﬁent was forced
n of Russia after four years of war, th
fully expected that German soc.lall::: 1:3
antiwar fighters would oppose Germany's
imposition of the unjust accord, Those
who did not do so Lenin characterised as

It was no excuse
said, for German socialists to s&pI;:tinthc

treaty because the Bolsheviks had signed it

Likewise, the Vietnam

ese have eve
right to decide what concessions they will
or will not make to end the destruction

of their country, But ther

o € 5 no reason
for the international antiwar movement to
consider making concessions, We are not
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ALL US. FORCES OUT OF INDOCHINA NOW !

END AUSTRALIAN COMPLICITY !
REPEAL THE NATIONAL SERVICE ACT

World War Two. Chur
that the U,S, has no

1CC,

alr armada since
demand must be . :
right to be in Vietmam i1 the first pls

and it has to get out now.
ents had been raised at the

question of the seven-
the mover withdrew

After argum
conference on the
point programiie,
the clause ca]ling;i}r PP:
of a more acceptable proposi‘, 1
no-one could have an}r.ob_aectm.nq n::‘ lh-.l
PRG's programine gaining at least equa

publicity to the lies and deception of the
Nixon administration,

The conference was also matked by the
considerable presence of Australia's new
super-patriots, the Worker-Student
Alliance. These pathetic Maoists gave
further evidence of their rapid rightward
drift when they called for antiwar
movement to adopt as Its central strategy
the opposition to the United States' dom-
ination of Awtralia, They argued that it

ONFERENCE SETS ANTIWAR

its support in {avour
% Point Six:

was obvious to all that U, §, h! R
was the Number One Enem? Ind" I
campaign around this demang e ﬁll
Vbroad' layers of Australian soci gy
capitalists and workers alike iy
struggle agalnst the common ;.;'hl._‘ hekg
enemy, They were, howeyer Orelgnw
ing when they attempted to ey MBCOmyfy,
what Australian workers and phhi“'
capitalists had in common an‘:ﬁl@_-
imperialism was somehow ,n "ﬂl’? ll*';;
of the Australian Wﬂrl-d.ug clf;“& Eg.'
the Australian capitalist clags ap T4
lengthy debate, the Cﬂnfereuc.e i
rejected the petty-bourgeois naﬁM
chauvinist strategies of the Mag onal.-
favour of the above demands, ln

George Crawford, Preside '
orlan branch of the Amtllltaif&em:
and General Secretary of the v{wbq'%“ :
Plumbers Union, reported on hiy

trip to the DRV, s did Harry vag fik
of the Radiecal Action Mmmenth :
torla, They stressed that the wgh‘mm
were preparing for at least another f,
years of war, as they had no {]lys o
whatever that the United States w:‘
paring for a withdrawal, In faet {0
quite obvious that the U, S, s gra -
re-escalating the war in the mﬂm
well as stepping up its murderous L’:hhg
of the north, The Vietnamese wged
the Australian visitors and thejr s
organisations to prepare for muuug?ﬂ“
of the massive mobilisations that were
successful in the past, 2

Despite differences on the stra
those present at the cun.femnc:e i?;eltaﬁli
aware of the absolute necessity to momt
large campaigns in support of the Viat.
namese people over the next months,
and even years, With no end or no major
change in the war in sight, there casbe
no alternative but for all supporters of
the Viethamese to double their efforts to

launch a new antiwar offensive on 18
November,

CEYLON SOLIDARITY ACTIONS

BY STEVE PAINTER

On We October 18 actions in
solidarity with a mass hunger strike in
Ceylon were held in three cities, The
hunger strike, sponsored in Ceylon by
the Human and Democratic Rights Org-
anisation, five trade union bodies and
numerous other organisations and indiv-
iduals, was organised to protest the
continuing repression in Ceylon, At
present the Bandaranaike regime bans
strikes, has abrogated civil rights and

Is holding 11, people in gaols and
concentration camps without trial,

In a leaflet signed by Prins Gunasekera,
an ex-member of Mrs, Bandaranaike's
government, and five leaders of the
workers' movement in Ceylon, the
sponsors of the strike declared:" The
hunger strike is a form of protest that
can be implemented on a nation-wide
basis - in towns and villages - in private
homes, in schools, in the fields, in
plantations, in factorles, in shops and
offices, In ports and in various other
types of establishments, such as hospitals
and courts of law, and even in the prisons
In fact it can be implemented amywhere, y

Anybody, whether young or old, male or
Ien:?i:le, employed or unemployed, at

work or on strike, healthy or sick, free
or unfree, can join on that day in this
conscious act of protest against injustice

in this coun and |
: n personal dedicat-
ion to the d':x:nc:e of hn.F:ﬁan lib-c:ty g::l
the democratic rights of our people, *

In Melboumne, Sydney, and Adelaide
public meetings were held at the head-
ggﬂltﬁiﬁ of the Soclalist Workers League
© publicise the repression in Ceylon and
10 express solidarity with the hunger &
scu-i.kers. In STdnc}r the Ceylon Tea

entre was also picketed and in Melb-
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is a\railahleo fer of 15 issues for 1. 00

10 all new subscribe
" fubscribe 3
t.h: ISZJuI]:’LECT ACTION office re:r;l'fis
L 1!rmrcﬂrm (or letter) by the end of
» (See form in middle pages, )
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ourne a small rally was held in the
City Square, A petition of protest to the
Bandaranaike regime was circulated and
names are still being collected, Letters
of protest to the Bandaranalke regime
may be forwarded via DIRECT ACTION
P,O. Box 160, Glebe, NSW 2037,

MELBOURNE

BY JOHN KROWICKY

A small solidarity demonstration iai
held in the City Square at 5,00 p,m, It
was a fair success with a camidml;h
number of -by stopping 0 :
about the mﬁ'{rﬁ of the demonstrit-
fon, A couple of speakers addressed
the crowds as they moved past,

This type of demonstration in solidarity
with various oppressed peoples whose
plight has been concealed by the bou= F
geols press is an important tactic foral
left groups who believe in, and fight
for, the victory of socialism, It dems
strates an awareness: of a world

ive in which socialism cannot be &
leved in isolation from the trem
upheavals that are occurring in the
imperialist dominated Third World,

The situation in Ceylon ls becomiag
critical as the present regimé Iﬁmg
out all resistance, and the peoplé o e
Australia must mih,r in full support

oppressed.

After the rally a forum on Cﬂflﬂ":“
held, Dave Riley of SYA presented s
detailed history of Ceylon giving a8
analysis of the roots of the F"ﬁ“ﬂdl
crisis and the prospects, The Spee
was well received by all those P":"
F'owards the end of the meeting it
decided yuna nimousl that steps ¥
be taken to devclop}rﬂw Ceylon Defes®
Commitiee, _

Ow m ogress so far is as follows: ﬁ
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Melbourne 150 38 25
Adelalde 40 3 7
]_}ti'LEt‘l.'LnL_- 40 3 1
Canberra 15 = 3
Hobart 15 ;

General 40 E i |
TOTAL 50087
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By lan Norman

The entire construction work-force of
about 1200 workers was sacked by Queens-
lnnd Almiﬂﬂ I.-td'. ] fﬂuwing a4 mass
meeting and strike, The men are involy-
ed in a $125 million expansion project at
the Gladstone slumina plant 356 miles
porth of Brisbane, The company closed
down construction at the site after the
strike on October 18 in support of a log
of clalms which was served last month on
the company and the maln contractor,
Kalser Engineers & Contractors,

The workers.are demanding a new agree-
ment to cover the five remaining months
of work on the project. Their present
agreement with the company expires at
the end of this month, The demands
fnclude a 45 per cent wage rise, a 35-hour
week and an extra week's annual leave,

At another mass meeting on October 19,
the 1200 workers decided to demonstrate
their anger at the lockout by marching
down the main street of Gladstone and
registering as unemployed at the town's
Labour Exchange.

The construction site has been the scene
of considerable industrial turmoil over the
past two years. According to a statement
by the company there haye been "900
unauthorised stoppages" over that period,
Sounding a warning to the workers, the
Finance Editor of the Brisbane "Courier
Mail" said on October 19:

The consortium attitude appears to be that
work could resume within a month if
reasonable industrial peace is assured...”
Furthermore, it has been reported that the
company is in no great hurry to complete
the project which will increase yearly
output at the plant from 1.5 million tons
to over 2 million tons of alumina,
because the world market is already
oversupplied,

However the workers already face an
insecure future with construction work due
to cease in five months time, In the
meantime they face high rents and prices
and continual inflation. Mamy of them
are forced to live in poor accomodation
(caravans etc, ) and the town has inade-
quate hospital and school facilities. On
top of this they work on a site that has
about 30 sub-contractors, all of whom
have their own ideas on industrial
relatons,

If the workers and their families are
forced to leave Gladstone in search of
work, it will have a profound affect on the
life of the town, The local mayor estim-
ated that the worlers and their families
make up 3500 of the town's population of
15,500 and the Gladstone Chamber of
Commerce is worried that the men's pay
will no longer find its way into business-
men's hands,

"WHITE ANTS" AT WORK

Of course the initiative for the strike
came from the men on site and it was
reported that the log of claims "was served
without the knowledge or approval of
union leaders in Brisbane' (" Courier
Mail", October 19), The strike action
was decided on at a mass meeting of the
1200 workers, but there haye been
attempts to place the blame for the strike
on "a small group of militant unionists
working on the site” by the Premier
(Bjelke-Peterson),

This sort of thing we have learned to
expect from Bjelke-Peterson and his
cohorts, but when it also comes from
union leaderships it must be strongly
condemned, and only serves to demonst-
rate the bankruptcy of those leaderships,
The Brisbane “Telegraph" reported on
October 19 that union leaders considered
one of the reasons for the unrest at the
site to be:

"A high level of Trotskyite-inspired
revolutionaries on the job who have tended
to cause disruption for its own sake,"

DIRECT ACTION is having a FUND
DRIVE to raise §2,000 by the end of

November,

Putting out a high quality radical paper
isn't cheap and its not getting cheaper.
The capitalists have put a price on just
about everything in this world and we
have to pay the platemaker, printer,

our landlord and a host of other creditors

That's why DIRECT ACTION needs

1200 S |
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While Trotskylst Ideas may well ha

some lmpact on the wo:kz];l, the m:had
obviously consider their demands to be
valid and would reject out of hand any
l'ug“g:.rlinn that their actions are the result
of “saboteurs" or "conspirators”, Rather
the blame for the situation at the site can
only be placed squarely on the shoulders
of the company which takes enormous
profits from the alumina plant but allows

The union leaders must come out ot

against the lockout and not to try to '

any of the blame for it to the workers
themselves, o

Lamenu.ug the actions of trw“

A CLADSTON

unionists" the Premler, Bjelke-Peterson,
once agaln appealed to the working class
leade mG toe the line, Inan article
headed "White Ants on Job" he was
reported as follows:

"Surelyit'stime that responsible trade
unionists, Trades Hall officials and Parl-
lamentary members of the Australian
Labor P spoke out" ("Courier Mail™
October 19). We agree; but instead of
crawling to the Emngm with apologies
or speaking out against the workers, it's
time these leaders spoke out in

of the actons of the workers mﬂ% to
publicise and organise support for their
case

If the employers respond to the workers
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Lo s S ok
on lea ps respond by org-
anising solidarity actions in nﬂaeghngu
and at other sites — after all there are 14
unions involved in the dispute and they
cover a prefty wide spectrum of Industry.
Since the completed sections of the alum-
ina plant are still operating, the union
leaders should appeal to plant workers to
strike in solidarity with the dismissed con-
struction workers and thus strike a blow at
the profits of the employers, If the imion
and Labor Party leaderships are incapable
of carrylng out these basic acts of defencg
then they should be replaced by rank

and filers who will act in the interests of
the workems,
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Gladstone workers march to (un)employment exchange

SOCIALISTS GAIN AT YLA CONFERENCE

By Jamie Doughney

A maximum of about 200 young supporters
of the ALP gathered at Melbourne's Trades
Hall on October 7-8 for the October Con-
ference of the Victorian Young Labor
Association. They came from all over
the state with the objective of debating
policy and charting the course of the YLA
for the intervening three month peried
until its next conference, Coming as it
did during an election period, the con-
ference to some degree, reflected an
increased sense of "politics" and gave

rise to some pointed argument about
soclalism and the policies of the present
ALP leadership.

What is sure is that the election period
provides exce llent opportunities for the
YLA to extend its influence among young
people attracted to the ALF as the working
class alternative to the Liberals, With
the current radicalisation of youth being
a prominent feature of present day
political reality, the YLAs are ina

tion to absorb the lessons of wider
social struggles and their relationship to
the ALP and readily draw radical con-

clusions,

This has certainly been the situation.
Although still under strong conservative
control, the YLA under the impact of
this radicalising process has found itself
in a position generally to the left -
albeit moderately - of the established

ALP leadership.

Socialists in the YLA in recognis this,
can utilise the opportunity proﬂdlzﬁ by

the elections to reach out to the new

ON FUND DRIVE!

$2000 and quickly, We are only slightly
behind schedule due to the generosity

of our friends and supporters, But there's
a way to go yet and we need to put in

a big effort if we are to finish on time.

So, if you're a socialist and believe in
the alternative press put your money
where your heart is and send s your
cheque today, Whether it's $5 or $500
we're grateful so send it in now !

forces in the YLA atmracted to a socialist
programme. A programme of active
participation in the ongoing struggles of
the youth radicalisation, and which points
the way toward a socialist transformation
of society = a programme aimed at the
mass mobilisation of working people for
the overthrow of the capitalist order.

Reflecting a growing political awareness
and the influence of radical ideas within
the YLA, motions were passed pledging
active support for the November 18 anti-
war actions, the Women's Abortion Action
Coaliton and its demands, and the
Education Action Group and its campaign
for student rights, It is interesting to
note that on the abortion issue the YLA
went all the way in supporting the de-
mand "Abortion on Demand - a Woman's
Right to Choose" by an almost unanimous
vote, All that remains now is for the
YLA to enact its conference resolutions
and become really active in these cam-
paigns, as the YLA, And further, to take
advantage of the election period to place
the demands of these movements (and
others) upon the ALP itself,

Surprisingly enough, everybody in the

YLA calls l:.hems:.ﬁes socialist - an

extraordinary proposition considering the
licies of the right wing leadership.

t could be asked, if everyone was
socialist why do the right find it necessary
to drag in their forces from the branches
for one particular period - the election
of office bearers? It is quite clear though
that the word isn't always equal to the
deed, To have any justification in
claiming to be a socialist one must have
the backing of a truly socialist programme
and a conception of how to implement it.

Quota Shouldbe So far

Melbourne $825 S$516 #36
Sydner $675 $434 $586
Adelaide $250 $156 £B2
Canberra $65 €40 $7
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General - - 0
2000 31258 $1146
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One important aspect of the conference
proceedings that deserves mention is
when a motion to suspend standing orders
to discuss the state of the YLA was passed,

about the diff-

debate polarised clearly

erences between the right wing leader-
chip and supporters of the Socialist Left.
[n this debate the Socialist Left supporters
were able to demonstrate the superiority

of their ideas and elaborate further on the
principles and methods of socialism, The
right not atypically reacted with apolitical
arguments, avoiding for the major part
key political differences at questions.

With this in mind the socialists in
the YLA presented their programme
for the present period, vigorously
calling for:

- Labor to Power in thiscontest fighting
for socialist policies.

- Active support and participation io
the mass anti-capitalist movements,
- Active support for workers'demands
- An aggressive recruiting campaign
for the YLA.

It was on such a progfamme that
socialists were able to make gains at
the conference, Both in terms of elect-
jon to official YLA positions and imp-
ortantly by introducing many people

to the ideas of socialism,

The way forward for the YLA is to become
active in all of the ongoling anti-capitalist
struggles as they are thrust forward in this
period of youth radicalisation - and

above all adopt a revolutionary socialist
programme, The YLA can, and should,
become an important force and compon-
ent in the youth radicalisation in this
country.
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S.A.to Repeal
Anti-Gay Laws

i the
aftitude (0 homosexuals [ said that ErLﬂ'ilE
iju:qsmn government had he_*.dg-:d m.; R
question, prr:!'crrir.g to avoid a ft; ssmt;

e himself at an 5
Indeed, Dunstan L2 A
Ccnfcr:?ncc stated that decision ‘Gn"tfl,n-
jssue would best be put f:ji'f iFS}:.;t?on =
j : wy [0 Lhe LUk
jon has changed now 1o introdu L
of a Bill, almost certainly tc be endorse

by the SA parliament,

BY JAMIE DOUGHNEY 3
intervening period between he

f[JTi:bL:.Ii;h!inq of I:h-;:%:f_::; issue of DIRECT

% CTION and this one the South Australian

Covernment has made moves to legalise

homosexuality. In the last issue of

DIRECT ACTION, in referring to the ALP

The bill introduced initially in the t:_!ppgr
House, provides for legalisation of homo-
sexual acts berween consenting adults
over twenty-one (i) in private. T‘I};sh:step,
although vastly inadequate even Wi fra
its narrow terms of reference, prmr:d:,stan
example for a Federal ALP UWEIMIL']I':
and other State ALP governments. What
now must be done in South Australia 1s
extend that legislation to prevent aoy
legal discrimination against gays, Further
it should provide resources to the gay
movement in its efforts to br;al-: loose
from the oppression inherent 1n capitalist
societies,

Repeal of anti-homosexual legislation
represents an important victory for all
gays and further extensions should be
fought for.vigorously - even though
legalisation may be introduced f':)r t}'le
abhorent reason that homosexuality is
regarded by some as a "sickmess” and
not to be treated as a crime. Repeal of
anti-homosexual legislation will not

end this form of oppression but can make

T A AT o,

H'F--ﬂu-d—.-.—.;-r_.._‘_ Al

AT W e A B s e et :

W the lives of gays much easier and give
“ the inspiration to take further action

Labors Health
Program Falls Short
of Needs of Workers

BY CORDON ADLER

-
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fee by the patient to the doctor is con-
sidered indispensable to good medical
practice, In reality, however, few work-
ers cap meet the sudden and large drain
on their wages imposed by the economic
elfects of major illness, and health insur-
ance has become a political issue in the
last two federa] elections,

3 oy
i [ S

Social services in the advanced capitalist
countries bear little relation to the level
of indstrial development or to the pro-
ductivity of workers. Responsibility for
the cost of sickness and the burden of the
associated loss of wages falls heavily on the
- shoulders of the individual, This individ-
il responsibility for social welfare is
extolled as 3 virtue by defenders of the
capitalist system, and the payment of a

Oil Strike

BY IAN NORMAXN

A meeting on Oclober 14 of 85 of the
107 striking members of the Australian
Workers Union employed at the Ampol
oil refinery at Lytton, Brishane, voted
- 71 10,14 10 accept the settlement offer
- negotiated by union officials with the oil
G <ompany, negotiations were for a
L TRW W0 year agreement containing imp-
~ moved wages and conditions, The vote
~ Prought 10 a close the four day strike
2y refinery workers which began after a
stap-work meeting on October 9, The
strike led 10 a fuel supply crisis that
alfected a large area of south-eastern
'?ucﬁlamil and north-eastern NSW, At
ne stage it was reported tkat only a
handful of Brisbane's 650 servicet.rtatium

Social organisation of health services
varies considerably in the different
capitalist countries depending on the

i N A A
. FER e e N 5
i A - - R i

the Army to operate the refinery, How-
ever this course of action was decided to
be impracticable, As the ALP State
President Jack Egerton observed:"It's
obvious that certain interests deliberately
lomented the dispute for political reasons, "

*ﬂgﬁ;«gﬁgﬁm i e

He went on to siy:"With a Federal
election due on December 2 every
pretext is being employed in an attempt
te embarrass the ALP and the trade

union movement,” ("Ceourler- Mafl"
October 17) ; el

The oil companies undoubtedl tried
to stir up public resenoment agzlnst

the refine k A
had petrol, ry workers. During the strik
e "hﬂu‘“‘“‘l&“}* refinery held 3“311111.:.:1 5
ons
The strike produced a hysterical reaction Ej of petrol in storage tanks and

wed to release it for distribution
until the men went back to work, This
dcuon of course exacerbated the supply
crisis, Throughout the dispute at the
e\n_ngal refinery, another refinery in
Brisbane, owned by Amoco, was in ful]

trom sections of employers and their
government. For 1!:5!1?;1: ; the Queensland
- Automotive Chamber of Commerce wrote
19 the Premier (Bjelke-Petersen) asking
- him 10 declare a state of emergency, In
. the characteristic style that has gained

him notoriety, Bjel operation, This refinery was prod
; » Bjelke-Petersen responded producing
; 3 5 e production the Ampol re finery produces

qorke ré WOn conces-
‘hich workers hav
sytent o W hic orkel i
;ion_i from the -:? p:ta}:l;n't c\l;is ltiut]m%c
- ut € .
anised sCUggic. : 0 e
cm'ri;tri; where some social LLHHSEI;S
7 : | 4 ( ¥
these are being cq_::h_stnntl} Ei ‘;Ls m} or
oyvernments serving the intere i
rE;I‘, lism, Ome of the great contra Lnorm
1fa1ls = - ! ; aAv :
of modemn capitalist society i'sdth.—cr:*th .
ous disparity berween the rapl ETf ;:nudjc.
the technological achieve mc;.Jm:- 1r-.:r e
i ' he availability of the irt
ine, and the aval ‘
ﬂm;c achievements 10 the nuaﬂst]c:i;e g
workers, In the United States, hh]: SO
roductivity of workers 15 the highes i tae
. lé cocial servicesare almostnon=¢€ :
i ork rs nd even reladvely prosperous
WOTHE e : . :
Hp::dmb::rf of the prdfesnmul and mld;']f
:r:nlasscs live in constant dread of the dis-

astrous financial effects of illness.

In Australia after the second world war :
the Chifley Labor govemment :ttte.mpte
to introduce very modest ch.apgps in
health services. The Australian section
of the British Medical Association con=
ducted a massive propaganda campaign
against the proposed health scheme, and
achieved considerable success in generat-
ing widespread fear of socialised medl_cmv:,
Nationalisation of the medical profession
and bureaucratic government control of
health services would deprive people of
their freedom to choose their own doctor,
the standards of medicine would degener-
ate, and enormous inefficiency and waste
of public money would result, Since
those days the Australian Medical Assoc-
iation has been an implacable enemy of
socialised medicine, and has consistently
fought against every challenge to private
practice in this country.

Recently however, medical costs have
increased so much that health insurance
has become essenial, and a crop of priv-
ate insurance companies has entered the

BY MIKE ARMSTRONG

A one day strike by 600 workers at four
Queensland power stations occurred on
October 16 as a result of the breakdown
in wage increase negotiations, Four
unions were inyvolved: the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union, the Electrical
Trades Union, the Federated Engine
Drivers' and Fiemen's Association and
the Federated Ironworkers' Association,

The unions lodged a letter of demand on
September 15 and negotiations on the
claim began and ended on October 13,
The pay rise demanded was $18. 84 per
week for tradesmen and '$14, 10 per week
for labourers. This would give tradesmen
a base rate of S100 per week, The claim
is but another episode in the continuing

200, 000 gallons per day, so presumably
the Amoco refinery produces nearly one
third of the area's requirements and yet
it was virtually impossible for motorists
to gel petrol at the height of the crisis,
This could be explained by the fact that
the distribution of the petrol is in the
hands of a "rationalisation committee"
made up of representatives of all the

oll companies. Of course it is needless

to say that the news media pj '
L) 3 1PETS Were
more than willin e

Y g to play the employers'

However, implicit in Mr, Egerton's
statement is the thought that the ALP
lca?lr:rship can be embarrassed by the
actions of the workers; that it is nec-
essary for workers to cub militancy and
walt till after the elections when a
Labor govemment will solye all their
Fmblem§. If it is possible for the Labor
eadership to be embarrassed by worker
militancy, then it can only be because
its policles are not aimed against the :
t_:mployur.s but rather they are aimed
::;:ffi_ng the support of significant

e 1015 of the employers, That thisis in

act the case has been dramatically

- g
b '—||-l'_‘1

field of health, underwriting
Gross anomalies and large
gave the Labor Party the onnas
1969 to propose a com M
health scheme dg;lpesrf:t;h'ﬂ.
administration and reduce ineff;
without interfering with tha bas o]
of private practice, The G
ment replied with a ggnmu{;‘n_
of increased rebates op ﬁﬂcwﬂ“
did nothing to interfere with neie
trol of health funds or the basim ¢
the grave deficienciesin the h:l =

The proposals of the ALP ram

advarce on the present e
scheme would still be f*g:;::&
basis of a poll tax in whi the
burden would still fall on the Jogs
workers., Owen

What is needed is a completelue |
comprehensive health sgﬁ:mi
entirely from income tax, the ahays
of private practice altogethes u'm’ﬂ‘l @
duction of a salaried medi.:al' m
great expansion of the numbep of it
beds, ambulance services home nit:
convalescent hospitals, ﬂ':e na 5
of drug companies and elimimum- %
profiteering in drugs, and the re o
of existing boards of Management Cehey
pitals by workers! committees by qh-
control over ma jor decisions cm? IW
hospital policy, Distinctions betwes "
private and public hospitals should &
abolished, and teaching of medic] :
students should be spread oyer all |
al padents and not limited to pe o
and public hospital patients a5 at -
None of these aims will be achieyed
out overcoming stiff opposition from
powerful vested interests within the med.
ical profession, but they are pe
Emns{uresﬂif workers are to enjoy the ful}
enefits that medical se
possible, et

Qld. Power Strike

fight by workers against the erosion, by

inflation, of the buying power of theis
pay=-packets,

Separate meetings of the wodkers at the
Swanbank, Callide, Tennyson, and
Northgate power stations yoted to rétun
to work as recommended by Industriz!
Commissioner G, W,Pont. However
workers at Callide, about 60 miles west
of Gladstone, decided to ban overtime in
support of a claim by the ETU for a base
rate of $124 per week for tradesmen at
the power station,

The strike has not resulted in any power
supply losses, Uniom leaders are meetisg
with employer representatives under the
control of the State Industrial Commiss-
ioner as DIRECT ACTION goes to press,

Exposes Bosses’ Sabotage

demonstrated by the now infamous
"Cameron proposals" and the more
recent Dunstan anti-labour laws ( see
DIRECT ACTION No. 28).
Demonstrating that any support from

‘the employers is conditional on the

hehaying itself, the Brisbane " Coungr
Mail", as a daily paper tnt reflects
the viewpoint of the employers, ke

a warmning to the Lall:ic: F;lrty t:‘ﬁ

' izl wing into line in an
uﬂu{?gggﬁ; 12, In the editorial headed
'"How to Lose Votes", the papef !:iif_-
in part: "Industrial peace alread};,m
likely to be an important iamcla '
forthcoming federal election, ﬁ.n
even more important if unions ml”

s0 by creating industrial upheaya i
However, as the party of the At
workers, it is necessary :
reject |.\::-li|:ies acceptable 10 merl;:‘?‘
loyers and take up the active dele .
the interests of the unions, mﬂl.
quaking in its boots about losing o
votes of those people taken Ingw
employers' propaganda, the A
continually explain and advance

workers' case - —"3

to Fight Lib

BY JOHN COMPTON
All around A ustralia teachers are looking
towards the ALP for a solution to the crisis
in educaton., Teachers are beginning to
movye into political action as they realise
the intransigence of Liberal governments,
and their reactionary policies of foster-
ing a class system of educaton. The
response of the ALP leadership to this
broad pressure for radical change is far
from satisfactory, as the analysis in DA
No. 28 shows, The policies put forward
by Labor hardly begin to tackle basic
blems, Despite a number of opinion
polls showing education as the No, 1
issue in the minds of the electorate,
Whitlam and his co-spokesmen have
evaded the real issues and put forward
half hearted solutions, This attitude
is certainly not going to satisfy the

“teachers, students and parents who are

crying out for action,

In response Lo pressure from their rank
and file, many Auwtralian teacher unions
are mounting massive Campaigns to oust
the Liberals in the election. These cam-
paigns were strongly supported at annual
general meetings and by rank and file
sentiments. The Australian Teachers'
Federation is laying out $90,000 in a
campaign "urging voters to support can-
didates who would do most for education"
In practice, this must mean support for
Labor. In Victoria, the Technical
Teachers' Association of Vicroria (TTAV)
is spending $19, 000 on its campaign,
centred on the expected swinging seats,
However the Victorian Secondary
Teachers' Association (VSTA) is outlay-
ing none of its own finances, but has set
up a voluntary fund to support an Elec-
toral Action Campaign aimed at unseat-
ing the government, In practice, this
has torpedoed an effective campaign.
Most people would prefer to put their
money straight into ALP hands,

But the whole project is indicative of the
attitude of the VSTA leadership. Very
little has been done to publicise the
campaign, and build widespread support
for it amongst teachers, The leadership
absolutely refuses to take a political
stand in support of the ALP, n'm to
realise the importance of building a
really massive campaign to pressurise
the Labor leadership into facing up 1o
real questons, This can only play into
the hands of the Liberals,

"Teacher Action" a group of militants
within the V3TA has taken a firm stand
on building a campaign for Labor
amongst teachers, while reserving the
right to criticise ALP policies.” A meet-
ing was held on October 12 with repres-
entatives of the TTAV, VSTA and ALP
to discuss prospects for electoral action,
ind 1o "conduct a thorough examiniation
of ALP Education Policy". One ALF

representative was rather pul oul by
strong criticism of Labor's education
policies, and eventually retorted:
"There it is: you can take or leave it."
Teachers want to work for a Labor gov-
emment, but if Labor is to gain thel:
full support it must be on the basis of
iggressive, radical policies w hich chal-
lenge the status guo — not, "a hit more

of the same thing”, It is essential to

High School
Conference

BY KEN DAVIS

Plans are being made for a national con=
ference of seconda ry student activists,

to be held in Sydney on Friday, Jan, 12
through to Monday, Jan, 14. Basically,
the conference will serve to clarify action
perspectives for 1973, It will probably
include regional and cmwc_nars‘repﬂm
from the groups involved in the recent
hatonal high school strike, and papers
will be delivered on topics related, for

VSTA
erals

keep pushing for socialist solutions, for
these are the only real answers to the
questions which millions of A ustralians
are posing right now,

"Teacher Action" also sees as part of its
task building support for tnited action by
by all teachers in support of those vict-
imised by the Education Department,
As the Department believes itself closer
to its goal of having enough teachers
(on its own reckoning, not anyone else's)
it will Teel able to cull out political
and educational radicals, In the current
atmosphere &f reaction, the next few
Years should see an increase in the
number of sackings and "transferrals”
aimed at silencing dissent, This is part-
icularly so for "temporaries” who have
no rights at all at present, If the VSTA
is to be able to stand up to the power of
the government and the education bur-
eaucracy it must be able to take effect-
ive, state wide strike action, Geoff
Reid, president of the VSTA has admirt-
ed the weakness of the position in the
"Secondary Teacher" (August 72, reprint-
ed in "Teacher Action" No, 3):
"One thing is certain, ., If you are a
temporary teacher unjustly accused of
incompetence and you have not the
support of a srong VSTA Branch, yowr
prospects look bleak®”,

This situation cannot be accepted by any
union, A start must be made riiét now

to build strong sentiment in the branches
for the principle of strike action in
support of victimised colleagues, wherever
they are., This is absolutely essential if
the VSTA is to win victories and go for-
ward as a strong and progressive union.

A big campaign around this issue could

be the way towards breaking out of the
present low in rank and file morale, and
developing a solidarity between teachers
which goes beyond a narrow "professional-
ism"™ towards a fundamental break with
the stalus quo,

"Teacher Action” belisyes that only a
militant, socially-conscious union will
grow and achieve real change in the sit-
uation of teachers, in work conditions as
well as all other aspects in the schools,
The group is conducting a recruitment
campaign for the VSTA in the Secondary
Teachers' Colleges and University Educat-
ion Schools. Teacher trainees will only
be recruited on the basis of a fighting and
progressive union, Only by being persuad-
ed to look beyond the negative aspects of
unionism (bureaucracy etc) towards its
role in struggling for basic change in
society will young teachers be brought in
as active union militants at this stage.
Thizs makes it all the more important to
work around all the important political
questions which arethrowing masses of
young people into political activity, such
as the antiwar andwomen's liberation
movements. "Teacher Action” intends to
help organise a teacher contingent for the
coming November 18 National Antiwar
Actions, It will also publicise women's
liberation activities amongst teachers.
Through this sort of activity a new role for
teacher umions can be forged — as organ-
isations committed to a new educaton in
a new society.

' C inde pendent
xample, to the need for indepen
:;T:ss E-.:L;Gn, the need for co-operation
with other student and teacher groups,
and the role of high schools in society.

ant howeves, will be the
Si{‘:cr:igﬁ aims and plans for 1973,
specifically the potential for a campaign
in First Tenm will be considered.,
pificance of this cmiefence in the e
orientation and co-ordination of the %
school movement should be obvious, a

Activists Set
for Sydney,

The sig-

ROCKING THE BOAT of this motion in the House. Approxim-
ately 80 women attended,

The furore surro the publication -

of Jim Staples'article entitled "Abortion Earlier in the day on the 31st, a funeral
and Votes" (see DIRECT ACTION No. procession will be held to commemorate
28) in a subwban newspaper in the the deaths of women who died through
Bermnelong electorate again reveals the  the existing abortion laws,

ALP's lack of clear policy on abortion,
Previously this artic): had only been
published in a local Labor Party journal,
In his article, Jim Staples comes out
strongly in fayour of freely available
abortions performed by a registered
medical practitioner,

WOMEN'S "SPEAK -OUT" |

On 21st October, a women's " Speak-Out"

for abortion was held in Sydney, During

the course of the day approximately fifty

women attended, Discussion focused

around abortion as a woman's right and

the opposition and role of reactionary

forces like the Catholic Church, Women

also spoke of their own experiences under

the present harsh and punitive laws, and

the humiliation they suffered trying to |
obtain abortions, !

Its publication angered some sections

of the ALP including Mr, N, Russell,

the federal candidate for Bennelong,. He
demanded that Mr, Staples resign as

his campaign manager., Which Staples

of course refused to do. The "Australian”
of 13,10, 72 reports that senior Labor
members in Canberra "are cancer‘ned at A councillor from the Family Planning i)
the electoral ammunition the incident Association spoke: about various methods
could give government MPs in the elect- 4f contraception and of the role of their .
ion". Apparently these men are more clinics in helping give women thi ik
concerned with horse trading for votes ability to control their bodies. A woman %
than taking a clear principled stand in doctor also came, in order to answer amy g
favowr of women's fundamental right to ;. 44c51 questions women had on methods
control their own bodies, of abortion and contraception,

Labor branches in Bennelongare divided Two films were shown during the day —
on whether Staples should resign or not.  5ne on methods of contraception and f !
Mr, Staples reports that he has received o ¢;mily planning and another on the life i
over 100 telegrams in support of his state- o1 Margaret Sanger, the famous pioneer i
ment. It can be said that Jim Staples and advocate of birth control, ‘I
was only following the dictates of his Y
"conscience" in line with Federal ALP Although the " Speak-Out" was not big, 3

ruling on the abortion issue, Thousands
of women, however, will be guided by
more than their conscience in the com-
ing elections, They will be locking for

a political leadership that stands uncon-
ditionally for their basic democratic right
to abortion on demand.

it played a useful role in giving wamen
the opportunity to talk together about

abortion and about ways of winning the . ¥
right to it,

The abortion issue is bound to assume in- by 3
creasing importance in the coming o

months as the trials and prosecutions of :.
TAX CLAIM REJECTED FOR CHILD doctors continue, as reactionaries like
CARE EXPENSES Mr, Cameron continue to move their L

motions in Parliament, and more im- fu
_ portantly, as women become more con- :
Ms Ann Lodge recently lost on her claim  gqjquc about their right to control their 4
to have the cost of her young daughter's  jjyes, &
nursery fees as a tax deduction, Ms
Lodge took her claim to the High Court -
after having lost several appeals to a
lower court.

An unmarmried mother from Melbourne

BIRTH CONTROL IN THE SOVIET :
UNION s

The Taxation Commissioner had formerly
disallowed it as "a private or domestic
expense',

Official attitudes to birth control in the
Soviet Union are apparently as backward
as those anywhere in the world, This
was shown by an interview with a Soviet
woman journalist printed in the Septem-
ber 3 New Zealand's "Sunday Herald",
The journalist said that a discussion of

Ms Lodge claimed that it was necessary
for her to place her daughter in a day
nursery, in order for her to eam her liv-

ing, Ms Lodge is considering now, contraception and abortion was still "too
taking the matter to the full High Court.  sensitive” to print in her newspaper at
this time, "I think my editor really

The hypocrisy of the law and the way it
functions in the interests of the rich, 1s
made yvery apparent in this case. The
Taxation Department accepls as tax de-
ductible, enormous expensé accounts for
businessmen, but refuses to allow tax
deductions for a service, necessary to the
livelihood of a woman.

wanted to write something about this
but was told by someone higher up that it
was impossible, ,.."

"Diaphragms, if you can believe it, only
come in two sizes. So they aren't exact-
ly reliable,

"Qur health authorities consider the birth
control pill unsafe. A few gynaecolog-
ists haye access to birth-control pills

for their patients — [ use them — but
they can only accomodate a tiny per-
centage of people."

ABORTION DEMONSTRATION

Women will demonstrate outside Parlia-
ment Howse in Sydney on the 31st Oct-
ober at 5,30 pm to protest the resumption
of discussion over Jim Cameron's motion

Such attitudes are a far -.':r{r from the oad
to State Parliament stating that abortions

itions of the Russian Revolution of 1917

" e t to human dignity"etc. when, under the leadership of the Bolshe-

A vik Party the Soviet Union led the world
in introducing progressive legislation of
all kinds.

WEre .

An earlier demonstration was held on
October 3rd to protest the inmoduction

A woman's nght
{o coalkrof her kfe

January REPEAL ALL

MNew badge -

available
from f
it is essential that there is an effective ABORT mN ' :
representation of all individuals and :‘qm 8 1
groups concemned. bortion
“Action
Recognising the difficulties for rural Campaign

and interstate delegates, possibilities of
cheaper (or even free) ra and
accommodation are being investigated,
All those interested in attending should
contact the NSW Education Action Group
(c/o Dennis Garnsey, 57 Kenneth Streer,
Longueville, 2066),

c/= 25 Alberta St,, Sydney or
Bax 249, P,O, Leichhardt 2040,
Badges are 20 cents, and a 256 discount
is available to all orders of 10 or more
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~ ists and unions,Whitlam and Cameron
*"ma the point, afraid of the impend-

~ =in :ﬂgx.wiﬂ:the unions and the party's

s :hd-ﬂle if the statement was not

©On September 26 this year the South
\ustralian Labor Covernment led by

ustrial Coneil-

~ Dunstan, tabled the "Ingd

1.- ﬁm and Arbitration Act",

South Australia,

#tal
were "anti-wnion”,

6
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 BY GRAMAME TUBBENNAUER

ince the inception of the compulsory
i!!:ftmtian systin:;{n in 1904, Australian
trade unions have had their right to exist
and freedom to organise severely harrass-
ed by the restriction and ssnctions of

It is during times of capitalist crisis
h::wﬂtr, that the true class basi.li of lt:e

system is seen most Clearty.
Srarim oisie allows unions the right
to exist, but inreturn, effectively

thelr wa and conditions of
:ﬁatﬂ h the ﬁdimn of so called

nt tribunals, This fa-:ade_was
cast aside during the Great Depression
"[aw" came to mean

nothing. Dismissals and cut rates
2 ts to a decent existence.

o role that the Liberal and Country
g':h.ttle: play in fighting the working class
repressive anti-union laws is
faitly well known, These capitalist
parties must be fought vigorously on every
front. However it is also necessary o
fight those who do the bosses' job inside
the Labor Party itself. These misleaders
of the working class, the Whitlams,
Camerons etc, must be thoroughly expos-
ed, and while fighting for a Labor victory,
we must also fight for policies inside
the Labor Party that will be in the real

With the coming to power of Chifley’s
rernment after the war there
" also came a tightening of arbitration
and even more stringent penal powers.
This betrayal of working people was
reflected in a general rise of rank and
file militancy which culminated in the
1949 Coal Strike, bringing the country
to a halt for seyen weeks, With the onset
of the Cold Warlabour militancy receded,
“This lull lasted through the 1950s and
‘early 1960s as capitalism was able to
stabilise its economy, main-

. tain it profits and keep its control over

~ the working class without needing to

" introduce new measures of repression

- More recently, however, the workers
have had their eyes opened to the realities
- of capitalism, More and more sections
g - of the working class are being forced
~ into the realisation that they have to stand
~ and fight any attempt by the capitalists
. to curtail their rights and whittle away
- their standard of living through inflation,
~ wmemployment, speed ups, price rises
. ete, Thus the attempts in recent years
~ by the capitalists to sharpen l.ttiethn

~ movement must be seen in this light, |
 The cnimch against the penal powers came
- = tary of the Tram-
~ ways Union in Victoria, Clamie O'Shea,
~ was gaoled for contempt of court for
MmlnE to pa]' fines imposed on his union
- foran "illegal" strike, There was an imm-
- ediate upsurge by the working class in
~ protest. The outcome showed that arbit-
. mtion was a glant with feet of clay, Since
- that time the bouwrgeoisie has been

. mﬂmﬂﬂ the Cameron proposals of
1 strikes, In

&gﬂm =mber 1971, the talk of $20 fines on
individual unionists violating agreements

£ame as a low murmur from Brishane,
~ Then a week later Cameron announced
: u.fw:m_ﬂﬂlﬁ!ﬂ it's rue, 520 is on,

~ The Federal Caucus of the Labor P
~ Panicked and declared its Oppuslu;t{'n
- any kind of legal sanction against union-

R o The Act
4 replaces the old Industrial code for

= Early drafts of the document created g
. stir in the Trades and Labor Council
m when Barry Cavanagh of the
Haneous Workers Union and Bob
- Giles of the Plumbers and Gasfitters
~ Union submitted letters to the Trades
- and Labor Council executive prot
- Sections of the proposed legislatio
that various sections of the draft

FIGHT THE PENAL POWERS

ESTO

After talks b i
Mr, McKee), mem
2?5 thindTL::dL{andLabamCouncﬂ eﬁ:cut-
jve. the Trades and Labour Coumc o
Industrial Code revision sub-comm
and the Parliamentary Labor Party's
industrial caﬂlmittced.']hﬂ Shanm%l.c
(secretary of the South Australian L )
said:"It was agreed that there had been
some misunderstanding of the Govern-
ment's intentions relative to certain
provisions of the proposed Indmmnli;anl;e
ciliation and Arbitration Act. The parties d-
lieve that generally speaking the prOpO;e
{egislation will be of u'e:mendﬂu'sl benefit
to workers throughout the state. After
discussions a "compromise” was reached
between the TLC and the State Govern-
ment, It was agreed that the fine for
an illegal strike in South Australia be
only $500 and not the original $1,000
as proposed in the early drafts.

The Act (now in its ninth draft) is 29
pages long and contains penalties more
stringent than the penal clauses of the
Commonwealth Arbitration Act. The
South Australian Bill is viewed by many
as a trial nm for industrial relations
legislation by a Federal Labor Govern-
ment. The right wing Federal ALP
leadership would no doubt like to legis-
late provisions similar to those in the

SA act.

The bill has some positive features such
as: no wage discrimination between
males and females, provisions to protect
the right of workers to annual and sick
leave, and the prevention of the use of
civil courts in settling disputes.

The wse of civil courts in industrial
disputes has been an important consider-
a tion for the Trade Union movement

in South Australia, In the Kangaroo
Island case this year, farmers resisted
the efforts of the AWU to force two
non-imion shearers to join the Union,
(One -of the shearers had broken award
conditions elsewhere by working on a
Saturday morning, ) The AWU referred
the case to the TLC and a black ban
was placed on the transport of wool
from the property where the shearers

had worked. The farmers took the AWU
secretary Jim Dunford to the civil court
where he was billed for $10, 000 costs,
He refused to pay so the South Australian
Labor Government paid the amount so as
to avoid amy mass confrontation with the
Trade Union movement,

This whole issue raisedthe use of civil
courts 50 that under pressure the SA
government was forced to include a
provision whereby such cases would
not be dealt with in civil courts,

Some of the more blatantly anti-work-
ing class legislation in this Act includes:
1. The section which defines an illegal
strike (section 148) —

(a) Strikes by employees of the state are

BY ANDREW JAMIESON

Following on the heels of Labor's 5o
Auwstralian Premier Don Dunstan's legsh-
lation to cuwrb the rising strike wave,
Clyde Cameron has outlined proposals
to hold a referendum if Labor is elected
with the intention of strengthening the ’
conciliation and arbitration system,

Addressing the General Ma
Club of Australia, Camemzafﬂsnn:‘s
chadow Minister for Industria) Relat-
ions - said the question of redrafting
Section 351 of the constitution would be
raised in May next year, He blamed
the "conservatism® of the High Court
in interpreting industria) powers, for what
he clai.m_ed was the v-l:tu.nlwr-’.-u:kihg of the
arbitration system, Changes which he
suggested would make arbitration 4
more workable system include covering
of work categories such as firemen,
teachers, nurses etc,, that cannot now
be covered by the commission as g ”
result of court rulings, Other duﬁ«m
Proposed by Cameron are: to inchfu!cﬂ
sarcation, victimisation, wrong{ul
dlsrnus:ahs €tc, under the Arbitration
Commission's control.

etween the Minister of Labour

GAMERON'S LATEST PLO

jllegal. This includes the South ;:IL:I:]
tralian Railways, Public sicnd;:;outh ’
Fire Brigades, Sayings Ban {:rrm i
Australia and the Electricity b
South Australia, As there are a 1l

77. 000 workers in this cntﬂ:gwor{l: Ik
le g:isln.l:[an effectively bans strike

by about 28 % of the wurkfari:i} L
(b) A strike Is deemed illega k the}
notice of the strike is not given -
Minister, This virtually makes a
T:;}:ir}lifzgﬂﬂicb commences or contin-
ues after the Industrial Court gives an
order to workers to return t0 work

3 i .
g:%::i a ﬁe is declared illegal for

the above reasons, unions or

i:iyanu;m are liable to a fine of $500 a
adY s«

Sd. }A penalty of $500 a day is imposed
for a union or unionists disobeying a
court injuncdon.
4, All political strikes are outlawed.
Examples of political strikes are: the
baps imposed by unions against the
South African Rugby tour and the sr:r'i]-:es
called in solidarity with antiwar actions,
5. A worker or union official can be
fined $100 or gaoled for three months
for failure to answer a suMmMONs, failure
to reply to questions, act as a witness
or produce documents as required.

A meeting was held on Se_:pteml:ner 29+b',*
people interested in forming a commit-
tee to fight the penal powers, The com-
mittee , known as the Committee for
Industrial Democracy, consists of trade
unionists and individuals,

At present the trade union movement
and rank and file workers believe that
the new legislation contains only slight
amendments to the old Industrial Code,
This illusion has been fostered by Jim
Shannon, secretary of the TLC, and
right wing ALP members. The commit-
tee sees its first task as being to inform
unions and workers of the dangers in-
volved in the legislation by a mass
leafleting - of all factories. So far this
has been relatively successful, At the
meeting of the TLC of October 6, the
committee organised the distribution of
leaflets informing the TLC delegates of
the dangers behind the Act, The vote
on whether to support the legislation
was won 81 votes for, to 4] against, re-
flecting a sizeable increase in the
opposition of trade unions to the Bill,

The whole issue of the penal powers
exposes the real nature of the trade
union bureaucrats and the ALP leader-
ship, The Labor bureaucracy is a con-
servative petit bourgeois social layer
encrusted on the unions, Far from
mebilising union power against the penal
powers, the Labor officialdom does
everything in its power to keep the
workers tied to as narrow and reformist
a soclal programme as possible, The

€se proposed changes amount to
Is a strong attempt to shackle the union
movem ent to arbitration and the state
in such a way as to prevent any iﬂ.d::p-’I
endent decisions by rank and file
Eion.lst;. Strengthening of arbitration
Gfiohunteré?ntim fundamenta] interests
€ Working class, as many workers »
l;:;r:nﬁa?d{_ aphlcall‘r illustrated to them
Or example, ¢ : :
U et ple, the La Trobe

Arbitration was set y '

t up for the primary
Err&?e of maintaining industrial "[:?-l-.‘.-l"
S expense of working class
s thﬂl:l 1:111::] rights, The allegiances
> Lie arditrator themselves, receiving
extremely high salaries, positions and ¢
Privileges. shows in which dirct:.tién

is A i )
it :ystu.rn 1s welghted, Workers rights
ncreases in living standards can

Came I .

¢ EUIJ?IEnth'erg to beat the Liberals tc
L': .J “L‘I"i'l L.; - e s | W |
str X ~=Mpls to de the unjon
LiI;JEItLlla*u 1'In~:1r|:~ lirmly to the -iJL I --3[*-1--
cials F-Cl'CL‘ a4 ['.EI L atadfig 1
smashj -= % 1ar higher emphasgis o
: 14501ng the unjons throug} JI Fenal
01'!._[_! (_11' thr_'_,’ -51 L 1 '--‘l' i.:-1..l.!.

infamous 14
MeMahon Ous Lynch Laws
busi ahon gets 4 4 direct agent for |
usiness ag [j'l'._‘_,. Ty to s dgent fos Dig
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IND COMPULSORY ARBITRATION/

DO BOSSES'JOB

ACTU 1971 Congress Lo
in the rights of nrgantg%h:dd: U beliyy |
to strike, Congress reaffirmg 4
opposition to continuation gf'-
visions and demands the repeg)
legislation which protects ::,
normal bargaining procedires .}
criminates against the ynjg b
statement to make! Bob
about the South Autrnllam e
and Conciliation Act that the Acmy ™
opposed to pemal ons befn. U
cluded in industrial legislation f. - A0
on to say, "however I do not tﬁ‘i’“ﬂ
is amy likelihood of confljct hﬁl
that sort of situation in South A ygre. it 2
He put the conflict down to L
understanding”, =

Both the ALP and the trade
crats are becoming inmas[m“. e
about the actlvities of job
shop stewards, Legisla il

restricts the whole actyvity of w

class milimnts, unless ﬂm}r are e _
to fight the powers, ALP reformisy
will be unable to solve any of &hﬁ |
ills of capitalism. The reformjsz

leadership will attempt to stand . mm;it, \;ila::in on
| e

the contradictory forces within the
society, and attempt to confine
class struggle within the limitations
acceptable to capitalism, ’

With the possibility of a Labor gover- e to keep the rank
ment at the end of the year, every workey D¢ increasing demands

must watch closely the manoeuvring :
the ALP leadershig. If they {ul.iautb:i
history of the Wilson government in
England, that is the holding back of
improvements in real wages in the
"national interest'ind attempting o put
things over the masses in a way that the
bourgeoisie could never do, then we
must fight these moves with 21l OUF 18-
sources,

1

This is why it is vital at this stage to
involve as many rank and file worken
as possible, It is time that the labow
bureaucracy is exposed for their clas
collaborationist policies, so that the
unions can fight for the real interests of
the workers.

The Committee for Industrial Democrcy
sees its next task as making sure that the
new Act will never be used against the
unions, If it is used, the committee &
ready to fight. It will be important (0
involye unions in other states if actions
are taken against unions, A threat to
one union threatens all unions,

the committee or would like to dis=
tribute leaflets at your job, then wiie
to PO Box 65, North Adelaide, 5006,

END ALL PENAL POWERS!
RA I‘*J'l:’. AND FILE CONTROL OF UNER

AFFAIRSS
DEE‘END THE RIGHT TO STRIKE,

workers, However, Cameron Blu-
meet stiff opposition within the A P
the union movement gﬂnﬂﬁlw al 'ﬂ
case when he tried to introduce his P
provisions as ALP policy late last yE&ho
Unionists are awakening to the dlh#
of arbitration and aren't about (8IS
its powers increased, This 15W a s
weakness of arbitration lies = E:;i‘tlw
Cameron suggests, in the muddie BEE
ness of the High Court,

: .
The fight against arbitration, pem™t, F
powers and all other anti-union sty
fon must be carried on at ﬂd'lﬂ poe
voting the Liberals out, ai ol
right wing ALP leaders both h:id;“ ';.
outside the Labor Party. A Y@ e
McMahon government would w
in open hand to the 'l'n‘Fl%:ﬁmlﬂ'iﬁ- =

;] 0
:;tﬂm amend-

1 5 ﬂnfming wmt

o of unions all have
& rbitration.

b iu I.!]l‘.! g_im_
B ﬁg-ipme election

) continue, and If

“Jooths this year,
© reject the capital-
Briward to the election class,

Bolitical represent-

B strikes , and that
iness at 1ts most

i Wided the real
If you are interested in the activity of e rea

(L Wak 4 state matter.

gom the ruth, A Labo

B Fiponded to the
ounce of profits from the Australian
80§ 4 Prices Justific-

E Bae of "reasonable”

fumlon supervised

#°1 the question is

BRPmbats {nTlation
Ent, ,";'5 tl'u._' avai <'I]'-'.'|E

‘are strong and there L.l bi..n“m 1 ﬁ.:
ive jump In the working class movement

these basic to bréak out of the reformism of the ALP,

clalms.

b tent of The union movement itself has
£ 1. ub:ﬂl’:cmﬂ;, strong bonds with the ALP, uﬂ:cﬂr;wtha
B .t b:l;t LalT\’S relationship of the and the wnrilng
the Lync gt masses, It Is in these that the union
big threat bureaucracy sees a concrete way to main-
_dent unlon MOVE=  ¢qip ft5 | position, The repregentat-

W“}mﬂ::tnfi_m ives of this soclal layer in the union move-

of a Labor government as a solution to the

8 oduced to the offensive being waged by the bosses and
B tion Act Is a Ero- their direct agentizthe bnulftcn:m-y
Bi1}ation from arb- Party Coalition, geeking to restrain their

ept intervention

terests” 1. €.
mﬂ'.'lt unlons have

: P;r:d to act
Fﬁf‘del

own membership they attempt tochanne)
the rising militancy solely Into the elect-
lon of the ALP without the need to fight

But the leadership of the ALP will them-
selves seek to force upon the workers
anti-union legislation, productivity deals
etc, doing as much as they can to ape

the Liberals, Dunstan's recent legislation,
and Cameron's proposals are striking
examples of this, The tactics and tone
will er but the results basically are

the same,

i nncl!ﬂﬂ: :nntrul

4 ith
ons interfering W
Lem Into conformicy
control over the

on movement
the e, This is
nion policy of the
Unionists must fight inside the ALP as

¢ 4nd concessions on

- % ation of workers'demands., The building

of a mass class struggle left-wing lnside
ol the ALP is crucial as this force can count-
er the capital- o genuine workers demands against
the sell-out politics of Whitlam, Hawke,
Cameron and Dunstan etc, Unionists

and revolutionary soclalists must fight for
a shorter working week with no 1oss of

hion brass at this pay, a sliding scale of wages, no anti-
Caughlﬁinmmtfm union laws or penal powers, nationalisat-

ion of transport, induwtrial and financial
institutions without compensation and
under workers' control,

Only a determined fight for these policies
by the workers themselves can defeat the
capitalist offensive against the working

n below, they look

of 2 Labor govern-
The

employment

of working people and thelr families
must be fought by various measwres to
cqualise incomes and share soclal costs,
The tax system must be drastically
overhauled, Labor's offer to "revise
income tax deductons" is quite insuff-
icient, No tax should be payed on weekly

aim that strikes

fe responsible for
responsible but

P government,

1] to claimn that

the $1200 incomes of less than $100, 100% tax
ect at Gladstone, should be paid on all incomes over
| the sacking of $10, 000, Rents should be fixed at no

more than 109 of family income, All
health services (including legalised
abortion) should be totally free through
a national health scheme, Education
should be free for all throngh to univers-
ity and college level , with wages for
all students.

her example of
nt can be caused

" a o [t 15 ]'LlE]'.I

¢ federal Labor
o speak out about
p1 100 long they
; to a2 def:nce of the workers' organisations
and their right to strike in support of their
demands ( including "political” strikes).
Labor must be forced to totally repeal

can certainly agree.

ot and price rises
Esponsible, On the

h e has not
de Cameron et et AL el

been put forward by Labor leaders who
seek only to be "moderate” and fear

abor federal govern- being labelled as "socialiss".

this matter and

Lynch can do Hardly surprising for it is a programme

of class struggle - a mme aimed
at a basic challenge to the status quo
and to the power of the employers to
depress living standards and throw thous-
ands out of work, This programme can
only be popularised and pressed upon the

Direct

it be forced to ta ke
lay-offs by big
N act with im punity
olit rates, The
A provozation by
e against high

f to force cor-
ir books to public

Gatent with

to the inlquitous
Hon), This subjecting

oce, but does not
t is needed
Labor is a total
i lift in wages
};'r'-*;ﬂrkttﬁ' share

Adelaide: 240 Ru

'€ & minimum

alator " clauses
1 wmnion awards,

&S and g slidin

ALP to mass mobilisation around
the kcfut;?m, and & continual fight

ithin and without the ALP by sociallsts,
When ‘s fabls is threatened with closure

thared I_'HI' A
pours, This 1s the

Suggle for the
Oment, The ALP

When a fac
or mass lay-offs are announced workers

;|ﬂ;};”+]u *I;J;fkTEm|l?'lﬂhij?;r‘ nant to the B 2 dopting this must be mobilised around the de:‘naﬂf}-’ml
gl Aol e L o ThENE T amme capable for nationalisation under workers’ coniol.
systém of |'h;n.'11 powers [_]-,E[E-Ln ﬁ“ﬁ'g‘ Wy Thiz sho 2150 ralsed aga 5
absence of a strong left wing his pre= o which make unjustifiable ice rises.
illows Cameron to introduce BEROuld (nclude in This demand offers the only real st:l'l.lﬂﬂn
sterous proposals to streNEUICHIENN 1 g ins unemp-  to the crisis of our "free enterpri kers
ition, ocialists must buildat e R 2 gy economy, And as more and more WOorse
trengthen the mass left fon.‘:ﬂ’ mm;‘g h both a5 T &4 NS begin to look beyond solutions i’:ﬂ:’ﬂnﬁ
LP, (forces such as the Socialist & - ;’md of building  change within the system Hﬂ;m =
s an alternative to the right “{mﬁﬁiﬁ Bl 2P housing, become the central dcm:ndhﬂ;n: prog
bureaucrats who presently contEiy ’}* b+ The plight ramme of class struggle for 5
Py _T'v-_

well as outside the ALP for the implement-

Th:se demands must necessarily be linked

the Lynch laws and repudiate the Cameron

The Women's Liberation movement has
grown, and i ideas have spread consid-
erably over the past few years, Women
in Increasing numbers are beglinning to
assert thelr rights, and to refize to
acc;}:t their role as second class citizens
in toclety, The most wrgent and
bastc needs of women, for right to

ment, such as Hawke, call for the election abortion, childcare centres, equal pay

and equal educational and work opport-
'I.ﬂﬂﬂﬂl are fast btﬁﬂm].lls Impulu dem-=
ands, bringing women to an identificat-
ion with the growing feminist movement,
and giving them an understanding of
their overall oppression in this society,

for demands using their own union strength. In seeking ways of realizing these demands

women look to the parliamentary
parties. Women, in 1972, faced with

the coming elections, can only be angered

and embittered by the past record of
Liberal Party Government, which has
displayed strong opposition or else total
lack of interest in the pressing needs of
women, The Liberal Government has
no intention of changing its attitudes to
women's issues, either, It has a vested
interest in retaining the present social
structure where women are howecleaners
and childminders, or a cheap labour force

£ " N

By John Compton

L3
Why did McMahon refuse to bring in
voles at 158 for this election? After all,
political scientists have been assuming
for years that young people, because
of the "socialisation™, vote as their
parents do, and to some extent even
more conservatively. However, things
have changed radically in the last few
years. Ope academic, Don Altken
writing in the "National Times" of
October 16 finds from a survey at
Macquarie University that in the space
of a few years stiddents have swung
dramatically from Liberal-leaning to
almost totally Labor-supporting. He
also hints at the reason in referring to
the impact of the Vietnam war, In the
years since 1966 when mauny young
people still favoured government ati-
itudes on Vietmam the disillusionment
and accompanying radicalisation has
run very deep, Now, in the wake of the
Moratorium and the student upsurge, as
opposition to Liberal policies bas in-
creased the ALP has gained from the
widespread antiwar sentiment, and has

become the focus of the h-::ﬁlu of many
youth for solutions to a whole num ber

tion Forums

& theALP

Sydney: 139 St Johns Rd, Glebe
Melbourne: 140 Queensberry St,Carlton

ndle St, Adelaide

Brishane: 40 Union St, Spring Hill

The Liberal-CP coalition, the instrument
of the big employers must be tossed out
on December 2, A Labor victory is
essential as an advance In the fight
1?1::“ the employess and their weapons
0

and unemployment, The
lmign:lieﬂ::!nwin the ALP to a class struggle

me thro the mobilisation of
mqm:anh of miil..t?:lnt workers in mass
action around these issues will I'ﬂprestﬂnde t
a significant ste forward in mdepethis nt
political action the workers of

country.

Jobs for alli An end to infladon! Labor
to power on December 2

ests which
women, and is capable of _

of the needs of women, It has shown to
a certain extent It receptivity to the
demands being put forward by women,

on of

It has stated itz support for equal low -
gt CEAI cuse fiedlitier, enling oo,
ination against women in educational
and work spheres, and setting up comm-
ity clinics for pre and post matal care
and contraceptive care. On the question
of abortion hoWwever, it has called for a
non- party atttude, leaving the decision
about whether to reform or repeal the
laws on abortion up to the "conscience"
of the individual politiclan, This repres-
; enis a compromise on the part of the
ALP, with the most reactionary sentiments
of sections of the party, and also a caving-
in to the pressures of the Liberals who
oppote the right of women to abortion,

The present abortion laws strike hardest
at working class women, who cannot
afford a safe, illegal abortion or who

don't have the contacts to get one "legally’

through the system. This means that
women must fight within the ALP to

change the existng policy to one of
. support of repeal of all abortion laws,
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achers Reject

The broad youth base of the antiwar
movement, the women's liberaticn
movement and the student movéments
have broken raditional allegiances.
The crisis in the schools is reflected in
tremendous opposition to the Libemls,
Hostility to Education Minlster Malcolm
Fraser's policy of bolstering a class
education system has become intense
among teachers and students, Teachers'
unions throughout Australia are mount-
ing big campaigns to get the Liberals
out this year, Liberal governments
have fought every demand of teachers,
tried to break their unions, victimised
individual teachers, neglected every
need of working class schools, migrants,
and female students and teachers.

The campus revolt has also begun to
direct itself outside the university and
into the national political arema, The,
gaoling of Robinson, Pola and York

at La Trobe University was backed by
Liberal politiclans, as part of a general
policy of repression. Students are realis-
ing that the same big businessmen who
sit on university councils sit on the

Capitalist
By Geoff Payne

The entire system of capitalist product-
lon on a world-wide scale has always
looked to solving those immediate prob-
lems which interfered with its quest for
increased profits, without looking to
the long term e.ﬂruct: or to those methods
which would bepefit the environment
and society. For the last twenty-three
years the parties of the employing class
in this country have carried out policies
aimed at reinforcing their social inter-
ests and have proposed measures which
have been against the interests of the
majority of Australian people.

From the Great Barrler Reef to the ethane
peline across Port Phillip Bay, from

the pollution of the air and the destruct-

jon of the urban environment, conservat-

jonists and unionists have begun to unite

in militant actions against these vested

social interests,

Right now the majority of workers arz
loo towards the Australian Labor
Party for a solution to this among the
mamy other threats to basic living
conditions served up by the Liberal-
Country Party coalidon.

What would an ALP government do? It
would make minor improvements but
ones that only serve to gloss over the

i iy 1ts promi
o0t DOtk wifin = Sontil of o L5,

It will require the pressure of an inde
ent women's movement to the ALP
from backtracking on its & on promises,
and to force it to adopt a radical and
mhﬂ: Emnﬂ: women,

omen a large section of the
working class, on whese and all-
eglance the ALP depends, If Labor is to
:t]:lir:uum the interests of the class it
¢ to represent, and keep its support
it must relate to the needs ol?wmhen. .

Some women se that women su

all women candidates, regardless of their
party affiliation, But this position will

not help women to have their demands
realised, The source of the oppression of
women is not men as a sex but this soc- -
lety, which is rum in the Interests of big
business, not in the interests of the major-
ity of women or men, The women candid-
ates of the big business parties are as
incapable of action on behalf of women

as the men, because their parties stand
thoroughly exposed by their records as being
opposed to the needs of women.

* The full liberation of women cannot be

realised short of a soclalist soclety, because
the demands of women throw into question
the whole role of the family and women
under capitalism, The winning of ecach
demand of women, brings them closer

to their liberation and to a realisation of
the type of society capable of fulfilling

all their needs, In fighting within the

ALP for their demands, women will be
pshing it further in the direction of a
programme of socialist policies and

raising the political consciousness of

the masses of workers about the irrecon-
cilable contradictions in this society, il
and the need for revolutionary change, '

b |
.
it

Women can only gain by joining in

the campalgn for the election of an
ALP government, by publicising its
positive policies for women's rights
and ensuring that all the candidates,
men and women, make these policies a
prominent part of their campaign.

The active participation of women in the .
ALP can keep the ALP to its promises 1
and put into power the only party which '
represents the majority of workers in

this coumtry,

al
'ﬂ':a;'}' understand that

boards of ICI etc.

these men are the ones who retain close
links with the Liberal Party and whose
interests the Liberals directly represent.

Students at all levels and teachers are
looking towards the Labor Party as the
party of all working people, and the
party of radical change. The masive
power of the political movements, the
struggles of students for their democratic
rights, and of teachers for independence
in the scliools are increasingly directed
toward the ALP, The demands for jobs
for all school leavers, for more teachers,
for an end to the Indochina war, for

an end to war-related university research,
to inequalities in schools, to bureau-
cratic controls on teachers can be
directed onto the ALP to create an
anti-capitalist alternative of great
power, and aimed at creating an educ-
ational system geared to the needs of
all people - workers, youth, women,
and blacks, SYA seeks to build these
movements and to focus them toward
bullding a socialist alternative in the
ALP, against the present comservative
leadership. Join us! Campaign for an
ALP government.

Pollution

real causes of pollution and environ-
mental destruction - private Industry
and its attendant unplanned nature -
and in its commironents has not seen
the need for democratic social planning
and the necessity for social ownership,

A realistic set of demands which a
Labor government should implement
include:

1, Legislation forcing all industries to
adopt the most effective methods deve-
loped at the present time to reduce
polluting effects of production, a system
of Inspection by elected representatives
of the working people and a 100% tax
on the profits of offenders.

2. Divert funds from military spending
into research and development of eff-
ective anti-pollution measures.

. Existd blic ansport systems
fhuuld &ngmme free and should be
enlarged to meet the needs of residents
of every city. A drastic re-ordering of
transport priorities: discrimination in
favour of public and against private
transport,

4. Etp:trupriat,ion of any industries that
refuse to comply with anti-pollution
standards, These industries should then

be run as public facilities under demo-
cratic management by those who work
there bt

- -ag, :
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by Dave Holmes
' , Soc list Workers League and the
{5, ghsl?:tlfl’o;ﬂi Alliance, the Australian

£ 'h-orskr'hm, are fighting for a socialist
} Awstralia in a sncisniljist world, We want
e 2 end to the exploitation, oppression and

iness that is inherent in the life of

:;:nnffm under capitalism, The estab-
lishment of socialism won't be an;hiﬂ'Ed L

a gradual evolution or by parliamentary
legislation, It will come about through a
reyolutionary transformation of focienrg,
whereby the vast working majority a
their allies mobilise in their m'ﬂhmﬁ in ;
direct struggles to take collective contro
of the wealth of the country and to deter-
mine their own destinies.

1P and general reactionary
ﬁﬂb;agnnd;;w ries !E distort the mea_n.ing of
socialism by pointing to the societies
established in countries like the USSR,
These countries have abolished capitalism
and must be supported for it Etllzt have yet
to complete their revolutions by securing
full weﬁh.st democracy through overthrow
ing their bureaucratic governments, We
shauldn't be misled on this question by the

" bosses and their hired politicians and

publicists,
The Labor P. is not the party that will
lead the e for socialsim in Australia.

That a mass reyolutionary sar.ialifr.'
partffﬂglyet to be built, But the ALP is
a step along the road, It is based on the
trade unions and represents the mass of
workers, the main anticapitalist force, and
their conviction that they need their own
party to fight the bosses and their parties.

We wmequivocally and unreservedly call
for its return to power in the elections
against the Liberals, But we cannot and

~ do not support its policies, Its programme
~ does ot really challenge the power
. of the employers and will not solve the
problems of people, Socialists
must fight for socia outside and inside
 the ALP, A socialist altemative to Whit-

- lam and Co. must be built inside the

- Whitlam's timid and conservative policies
~ lose votes for Labor, In his recent mem-
. i, Arthir Calwell (putting aside for the
 moment his own blatant failings) correctly
ocbserved that many workers vote anti-
- Labor (i.e., for the employers' parties)
.~ because they can't see that Labor will do
~ anything for them, That is absolutely
ect! If the ALP leadership presented
ar altemnative to the Liberals and
ed the working people and their
in their various struggles, Labor
be returned and the Liberals would
r get elected again, But the last thing
,pl'em:l:h’bor leaders want is To be
£d 10 power on a swging tide of mass
- radicalisation and struggle, Thenthey
- would be under extreme pressure to impl-
ment radical measwes against the
ayers. This prospect is one for which
ve little enthusiasm,

10 participate f in the

Id a left wing in the ALP
ﬁ iternative to Mr, Whitlam's
ative timidity and to the i
L of the Liberals, SRy
ch is the policy of the Australian Trotsky-
s on the Labor party, But not all groups
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uite the same way.
r left forces make a

on the left see things 9
In our opinion the othe
2 number of mistakes.

Le

lia (CPA)
Communist Party of Austra

gh;e Jargest organised force to the left
of the ALP.
bers of workers in
has ahways oppose
of workers who suppor
Rather than supporting
inside for its policies the
Temain in impotent se

the trade unions. Yet it
d itself to the majority
t and vote for Labor,

CPA chooses 10

candidates of its own, The re_sult s quite
predictable. They'll lose their deposits
and will not have participated with ﬂ:i]
workers in the experience of dumping e
Liberals and putting in office a govers=
ment based on the unions, They can't
even see a clear difference between the
[iberal —capitalist Australia Party and
Labor — they advise CPA supporters Ecr
direct their preferences to either ane,

The forces around the paper "Labowr Press"
correctly call for an ALP victory and a
socialist policy. But, after some equiv=

Labor to Power In

greeted Labor candidates attest to this
groundswell of support. The Liberals

are worried and resort to every sort of
hoary trick - such as "law and order"”
etc. - ploys which will not influence
Australians in the new political climate
of the 1970s. The changed situation of

a society which has experienced the
Vietnam conflict, the reyolt amaongst
youth and the mounting industrial unrest
of a working class on the move offers
trémendous opportunities for an aggressive
Labor leadership to press forward on a
clear soclalist programme, But Whitlam
and his colleagues are not such a leadzr-
ship, They have rejected socialist solut-
ions - they hope to win on the basis of
"moderation” and'Soundness". They
present themselves as a more "modern"
and “efficient” administration of the
state machinery. Whitlam, Cameron
and others continually play down any
suggestion of socialism in Labor's prog-
ramme, Even in taking up real problems
and the wealmesses of the government
they have failed to provide solutions in
the interests of working people, In many
cases, such as the "Cameron proposals”
in industrial relations their solutions are
totally anti-labor, Unionists can expect
more of the same from a Labor govern~
ment unless strong opposition within

and without the Party is maintained. The
pro-capitalist outlook of the Whitlam
leadership provides no solutions to the
problems of workers, women, blacks and
other oppressed layers, The timidity of
present official ALP perspectives only
plays into the hands of the Liberals, Labor
cannot win on a "me-too" platform - this
is the lesson of all previous elections,
Only an aggressive challenge to Liberal
idenlog_,r can capture the full support of
Australians, The present leadership is
incapable of providing this,

It has at times led large num-

the ALP and fighting

ctarian isolation out-
side the ALP, This year itis running seven

s ome down on

' they secem (o h:we c 2
ﬂcauiodr;’ ﬂ'!ﬂifﬂlﬂ (Socialist Labour Lea gut :
on ‘emselves into an alternat-

an buil : 3
is'\l-i-::‘.;';lm ALP leadership outside the party

This i for a small
is is a dangerous illusion :
group. (In fact, they -:aln;};it t\‘jll.:tbilllifin?-
. iss
pretending they are 2 s

jve! ) It is true that b ng .
:;:;nligt faction in the ALP won't bc‘e;ﬁ
_ the ALP leadership does not take RHE; t}
to internal criticism of a variety - ll;lns
it is necessary o eyentually win over (€
and hundreds of thousands of workers in- :
side and outside the Labor party if a social-
jst Australia is to become a reality.

Also, the SLL doesn't -endorse and does
Lot see the relevance to the workers and
their allies of the struggles presently
taking place outside the unions - thef
struggle of the antiwar movement, O
women for an end to their oppression and
control over their own lives, of black
people for self determination, ©of gays
for their liberation, of students for their
rights and a decent education, etc. These
issues cannot be postponed for a future
socialist society to solve. The struggle

@ pmy ol ©
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But it would be quite wrong to reject the
ALP because of its leadership. Many
socialists, particularly amongst youth,

see only the negative side of the Labor
Party. They forget that the ALP is the
mass party of the working class, created
by their struggles, Real change cannot
come about in this society without the
conscious mobilisction of the power of
the workers, and the ALP is a first step
along the road to independent political
action by the organised working class.
The long road to socialism leads in part
through the ALP as the fight for socialist
solutions occurs inside that party, and

as more and more workers gain the exper-
ience to see beyond reformist perspectives
and seek socialist answers, There is no
by-passing the ALP as the focus of working
class political activity at this time.

The deep links between Labor and the
working class is reflected in the struggles
inside the party, The ALP has been
revived as a mass party by the mass
protest movements (Victorian ALP mem-
bership has doubled in 18 months to over
10,500), Rank and file opinion often is
in complete opposition to leadership
opinion. For instance, the early develop-
ment of a broad opposition to any form
of Awstralian inyolvement in Indochina,
the massive rejection of the Camercn
E:.:Oposals and the overwhelming vote in
ictoria for abortion law repeal, The
Victorian Socialist Left has played a
\ri%umus role in pressing for left wing
policies withinths ALP, This struggle
must be maintained unrelentingly, and
particularly in this election period,

The way forward is to develop a real
Labor azrterna tive to the l.ibcm]i.s in this
election, Soclalists should press their
support for the ALP by developing a
campaign for Labor around a militant
class struggle programme, The '
ALP campaign can be a

focus for all the
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must be started now, And labs
take the lead in buﬂd.lng SHPM
struggles, :

Yet other groups echo the Cpa
just don't see that soclalists sho

cern themselves with the ALp
confuse the party with the ca .u
policies of its leaders and faf] ¢y
it is based on the workers, Some
think that it is enough to worlk in
unions. But, as Trotsky pointed

the small Independent Labogr pae
Britain in the 1930s, "withoyt 5

faction in the trade unions, anq
ently, in the Labour Party itself 3
Is doomed to impotence eyen 1, =
emphasis), This advice retaing all e
correctmess for Australian reyvolutine
in 1972,

For all these reasons we're camoale
for an ALP victory on December 2'
building support for Labor in our wa
the policies that in our Opinion s :
Labor's programme if it is 1o
challenge to the employers and ¢
parties in the interests of the warking
majority of Australia, l‘: -

L
=r

mass movements to project their dam ilh
to a wider audience Pin -!1 peri;iirgf-h&
ened political consciousness, andto =
pressurise the ALP to take up real quest.
ions. The November 18 nationa] antinar
actions can be an organising puint'[ﬁ' ;
developing the Indochina war 453 centra)
issue. Whitlam must be challenged to
adopt a clear stance of opposition to thig
war and the cause of capitalist wars,
and to refuse any political complieity
in U, S, policies. Women can intervens
to press for their demands,

The Socialist Workers League fully
supports an ALP victory on December 2,
We are working to build a vigorous
socialist campaign for Labor, :
the real issues, The whole Labor electios
campaign represents an important poli-
ical experience for Australian workerm,
It can be a significant step forward in
consciousness, It can provide a growing
sense of self-confidence and feeling of
power on the part of the working clas,
a sense of new possibilities and potent-
ialities awakening,.

An ALP victory strengthens the prospects
of the mass movements and provides new
resources for the posing of basic questions
Workers'control ? Student/staff control?
Women's liberation? Self-determination
for blacks? These are the real issues,

All out for an ALP victory on December &
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by Jim Mellroy

A clear cholce is being offered to voters
in the elections on December 2, Either
elect a Liberal government and face a
further three years of the most reaction-
ary policies on all the vital questions
which have aroused popular feeling at
this time, or elect Labor and take a
step towards conscious political express-
fon of the aspirations of the working
people. This is the real challenge in
the elections this year,

For 23 years now the Liberal-Country
Party coalition under Menzies and his
successors has conscientiously protected
the interests of the big employers and
done everything to expand their profits
while fighting every attempt to raise
the living and working conditions of
the great majority of the population.
This government, kept in power for so
long only by the good fortune of the
post-war boom (which is now coming
to an end) represents all that is rotten,
all that is exploitative, all that is
reactionary in this country. It is the

IZHIELTI political expression of a rapacious
and implacable ruling class,

Just look at the record, The Liberals
hive fought every moyement by the
Working class to extend its political
rights and develop its power in the
‘truggle for better conditions. They have
ilmhcd‘ through the infamous Lynch

4Ws almed at holding down the unions
and taking a way the workers' most
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fundamental right - the right to strike,
The government has promoted unemploy-
ment as a weapon against industrial
militancy in a period of general economic
crisis, Unemployment stands at well over

100, 000 , one of the highest figures

since World War II. They have bitterly
opposed the demand of workers for a

35 hour week - a just demand expressing
the general desire for jobs for all and

for a higher standard of living, The
Liberals have presided over the develop-
ment of a poverty-stricken, class ridden
educational system based on massive
subsidies to rich private schools and
pittances to the state schools, Common-
wealth grants finance swimming pools
and fine science blocks for the children
of the rich while the poor are kept with-
out even gnough classrooms, The govern-
ment has brought thousands of immigrants
to this country to exploit their labour,
but has done nothing at all to alleviate
their difficulties,

It was the Liberals who got us involved

the murderous war of ngﬁﬂlﬂun against
gg people of Viemam, and who still

of bombing and mass mﬂcﬁﬂn in
Indochina, This goverment, i

LP ports every reactionary
B e slal regime in South-East Asis,

partcularly encouraging the plunder of
Niugini by big corporations like CRA,

This is 2 government which has suppress-
ed the aspirations of the black people,
denied them their basic rights, helped
Vesteys and other big employers to
steal their labowr for miserable wages,
produced some of the worst health and
living conditions in the world for these
people., And when they fight back and
demand their rights in such cases as the
black embassy, the Liberals call in
their police to brutally smash up the
protests.

The Liberal Party has opposed at every
turn the demands of women for equal
rights. Prime Minister McMahon prefers
to claim that women are not discrimin-
ated against in this society, and refuses
to repeal or even relax in any way the
oppressive anti- abortion laws. The
Liberals fight against equal pay for
women, and impose an incredible 2757
"gntertainment" tax on contraceptives.

As for abolishing the laws against homo-
sexuality, for these gentlemen the
question is unthinkable, In every area

of soclal policy where different oppressed
groups are struggling for their freedom
and expressing their demands in an even
more confident way, the Liberal Party
represents the deepest reaction.

And as the resources of the country,
minerals, forests etc, are plundered by
the giant Australian and multi-national
corporations, and as areas such as
Westernport are despoiled by Esso-BHP
in the ceaseless quest for profits, the

nt ent blames the "people"
fnr pollution and inflation and every
other social ill.

Menzies, Holt, Gorton, McMahon - all

with their different eccentricities, are
representatives of one ruling class, The
Liberal Party cannot change, it may

"modernise" but it will always be
anathema to the interests of the working
people.

The ALP, on the other hand, backed by

the powerful forces of organised labour,
is a different sort of party, The ALP
does offer a real alternative, not only
or even mostly in the policies it offers
right now, but in the fact that it bases
itself on the working class, and reflects
the historical achievement of that class,

It is subject to the pressures of move-
ments amongst the great majority - the
working population, Because of its

roots in the working class, becaue most
workers look towards Labor for a solution
to their problems, the party has become

a focws for the mounting frustrations and
aspirations of wide strata of Australians,
The ALF reflects this pressure in 1iis
committment to "full employment",

its opposition to military involvement

in Indochina and to nmadonal service,
(including the participation of ALP figures
in the moratorium movement), the
rejection of the Lynch laws, the (limited)
committment to a 35 hour week, the
support for equal pay and black land
rights, the strong feeling inside the party
for abortion law repeal, the policy of

_greater and more equalised funds for

education, and the aim of regulating
private industrial pollution.

All these policies reflect the sorts of
pressures to which the Labor Party must
answer. And support for Labor is growing

3 \"'& :!r": :

rapidly amongst all sections as the
campaign deyelops, The swing to Labor
in all state elections and by-elections

and the packed meetings which have ".r :
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ALP Against War.
By Jamie Doughney
The war of the United States
drags on and on,
destruction to the
are continuing their reso
self-determinay
life free from exp!
For almost a decade it has be
centre of world politics, focusing
o€t intensive clash between the forces
of reaction and the progressive forces
the world over, We have seen this
reflected in the development of an inter-
pational movement in oppesition to
United Stateswar policies thathashada
considerable impact on the
scene in the war making coun

tense al withdrawal as a response to
r movement testifies to this

in Indochina
bringing with it untold
Indochinese people
lute fight for
decent way of

oitation and misery.

mries, Nixon's

ithe anli=-wa

pestion of Indochina
remains a central issue and should

figire imporianily in the ferthcoming
federal elections, Morcover, since
Australia through its continued complicity
remains a party e the britality in Indo-
china, the issue should be treated as a
high priority, Far from an issue to be
evaded, a clear stance on the war and
the National Service Aci is essential,

In Austiralia the

o W

& i A8 T

From the beginning the Liberal-Country
Party, the party of big business has shown
whose side 11 s1ood on; that of the agg-
ressor, Awstralia under LCP government
las given and conlinucs 1o give its
inconditional suppon 1o the United States
in 18 atempt 10 wipe Indochina off the
fice of e planct and hence will stand
condemned by hisiory, The present
government commitied groimd forces as
4 political gesure 1o the U, S. and drafi-
¢d the sons of the Awstralian working
clazgs 10 participate in thiz war against

the Indochinese people,

ER s o ('«-
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Although the combai forces are now
withdmwn due 10 the pressure exerted

by the antiwar movement and opposition

by & majority of the population, Awstralia
15 s1ill implicated and the National Service
Act still remains. At present something
Iike 200 A ustralian advisors are stationed
i Indoching and milltary, economic

and political assistance is alforded to

the Thieu and Lon Nol regimes - includ-
iz 1he training of Cambodian soldiers

in Awstralia, The role assi
ralia from the

ed to Aust-

of its Vit
; %E&l support for the

ment - E

Labor’s Stand on Black Rights

By Steve Painter

For the past twenty-three years black
| ia have suffered under
the racisi rule of the Liberal-Country
Party Coalition (LCP),
been denied access to 3
housing and education
have effectively been
equal pay in the pastoral industry
~ requests for recognition of thelr
own land on which they have lived for
centurles have been ptuously -
brished aside by the big mineral and
pastoral interests which control the Coune
In every sphere of life black
ve sulfered discrimination and
‘gradation at the hands of the Liberals
the Country Parry,

The LCP has
though watered dow
from the g,

and policies of the
The Ausiralian capital
; Eel away with trying 1o wipe out
bori open campalgns
£y aftempt to
o oy
ons which
give them one of the highest infant mort-
y Tates in the world, In the northern
Awstrplia one hundre
ry thowsand black bables die ind
ife. (The rate for the
i§ 18 deaths per thousand
) Biack people as 3 whole also
acumm:flh{mm diseases than
of the ulation,
koow thai swhpza;dium e
take oo action.
erils can only be

people in Awsiral

Black people have
;aiﬂ ?ﬁt::htﬂth'

c
e

licles which,
rive directly
genocidal attdiudes
teenth century,
st clasgs can no

of H,!;lt#’mjmtlgn1
achieve the same e

1o dve under ¢

western areas of
'ﬂiﬂ ﬂf L= i

whole popularion

Tli: Liberals

X yet they
The policies of the i.i:i
described as genocidal

| Ai¢ ained at decimating the
POpulation to the point where blacks

U.S. - has not changed one fom, A
reprieve for the [iberals means a con-
tinua tion of this policy.

Contrary to the present government the
ALP Is commirted, by its c?ni.f;mnc;
ons and the pressure O ma

g::eifi ::1; end Ausp:aila's particip-
ation in the war and to immediately
repeal the National Service Act and
release those imprisoned because of it.
Further, Labor in the form of a resolut-
jon at its 1971 Federal Conference
pledged its support to the antiwar move-
ment and called for greater participation
by its members in antiwar activity.
Althoughyin the main labor's actvity
in the movement has been a mere trifle
of what could be,the deployment of

ALP and unlon forces was significant, part-
icularly in Melbowme, where the-old Vic-

torian executive played a key role in the
early years of the movement and its
influence must be seen as one of the
primary reasons for the ability of the
antiwar movement In Victoria to mobil-
ise over 100, 000 people in the streets

of Melbowrne, The policy as elaborated
by the ALP on the war and at the 1971
conference is in part:

“, . .. opposition to the war in Indo-
China and Auwstralia's participation in

it. . . JAnAwtalian Labor Government
will stand ready to work with the Geneva
participants on the UN or any other
agency established for the purposes

of rehabilitating and peutralising Indo-

]

China,
and on the National Service Act:

“{a) A Labor Government will repeal the
present National Service Act and annul
its penal consequences,

(b) A Labor Government will grant full
repatriation and rehabilitation to Nation-
al Servicemen, and sympathetically
Investigate the possibility of compensat-
ing those who have suffered the penal
;ﬂﬂeqmnces of the National Service

et "

Although thase policies are in many
places inadequate - for example leaving
provision for later use of the Natonal
Service Act and being hesitant on total
seli-determination for Indochina - they
call for an end of the worst Liberal
government policies and should be
enacted without hesitation by a Labor
government in foll, A logical extrapol-
“it:;?f this acmwmﬂd be to create
a rupture SEATO and ANZUS
and other alliances whicﬁm aimed at

no longer exist in sufficient numbers to
maintain their identity as a ople,
This is what the Liberals call "assimilat-

fon"”,
WHAT SHOULD LABOR DO?

The Labor Party does not have a ood
history in its dealings with the abguti

right to  Over a long period of time it has falled

1o respond to the needs of black e.
For this reason black people, whgeupl

represent the most downtrodden and ex-
ploited l.a{:.: of the workin
country, have never looked to Labor as
their party and in some areas during the
coming elections Labor candidates find

themselves opposed by black candidates,

There is no clearer example of th
In which racism divides tr;c W oT B o,

leaving the way open for the capita
system to exploit the divisions, e

The Labor P mist recognise th

©
role of racism in capitalist socle and
work to overcome the divisions which it
perpetuates,

demands for land rights, for adequate

housing, health and education facilities,

for the right to employment, the right

0 equal pay, for an end to victimisation

of black people by th
the incluston of ::1'.1 b ponce and for

education curricula

ople, It must abolish all
ation and make racial dis
ilegal for amy body,
ermments,

crimination

At present the Queensland

government refuses to repeal its Aborig-

i.m.::i and Tomres Stra
which black people can b
all rights for trivial misdemesnours.

onscription

g ©
} LA

keeping the underdeveloped counftries
G?‘;Erngﬂﬂﬂiﬁaﬂ Asia region under the

control of those more developed. Although

o present Labor leadership is unwilling
g dgr this, It should neve less be
fought for by soclalists inside and out-
side the ALP, As the party of the Aust-
ralian working class the ALP must not
participate in arrangements which are
dévised for the continued exploitation
and domination of workers and peasants
in the colonial world, The QE&P shc}uld
be against a datory activity ©
Amu-g:Iinn c:;Itanum in the underdev-
eloped countries,

In addition to this there are other burn-
ing questions on the international pol-
itical scene on which the ALP needs to

take a positive stand on the side of

the gpmend, The most prominent
include:

The Mideast: Recognising the right of

n people to the self deter-
mination denied them by the Ziomist
state of Israel which expelled them from
thelr own country, Instead of the present
policy of a "permanent settlement
between the Arab states and Israel” the
ALP should push for a secular democratic
Palestine with full rights accorded to
the Palestinian and Jewish peoples.

ernment should

@E%l An ALP gov
grant Immediate self-determination to

Niugini, This however is not enough;
steps must be taken to definitively end
economic activity by Australian capit-
dism in Niugini, Self-determination
means not only a "token" self-govern-
ment as the ALP proposes, but real self-
determination free from any foreign
control,

Peoples' Republic of China: Immediate
reco on e Feoples' Republic

of China as the representative of
the Chinese people, This the ALP

intends to do,
No Foreign Bases: End amy form of

people in this

king class,

It can do this by tkin
the demands of the black mg?.:cmentg, ?.Ee

ck studies courses in
« Labor must reject

racist legis-

including state gOV=

it Llanders Act under
¢ deprived of

military alliance associated with SEATO,

ANZUS etc, These bases are intended to
strengthen economic exploitation of

the underdeveloped countries of the
region by mill means, Indochina is
the prime example of the nature of
these installations,

These are but a few examples, but provide

the start of a foreign policy that aids
the oppressed of the world and not
the interests of the big corporations.

The New South Wales government s

victimising a community of black people

at Woodenbong in northern NSW because
they are unable to keep up their rent

payments to the govemment's howsing
commlssion,

Labor must reco that as the

of the worldng class it must re F:t.;?iu

sections of that class, By ne ecting the

{:inck people tlt i5 allowing divisions to
perpetuated, Onl takdng

demands of the bhckyh?mmtntlg;he

Labor begin to undo the consequences of

almost two centurles of genocide agalnst

the aborigines,

by

Under the increasing

national ncﬂ;ﬂmllcc l.'l:lP
world the Liberal/Country Coalition
the parties of capitalism in ﬁﬁ‘ﬂh, T Works
must seek to force heavy antl-imlon Y Partie, ;.
legislation upon the labour movement i d"l "5
order to keep the working class docile e Loy |
and the profits of big business secure, BCe o

Attacks on the living conditions of Ayt
rallan workers have been severe, Redim.
dancles, wemployment, rising prices,
low wage increases constituting a widen.
ing gap between real wages and the cost
of living, productivity deals and the
infamous Lynch Laws are the policies of Rfeg
the McMahon government, McMahon the o
has sought to use arbitration as a wea Bained o .
In the cffensivs A SRRV IS rights KRH % !niu'.':, X
demands of the workers.,

McMahon has vigorously attacked s m
ions of a 35 hour week, The cry fm ballow gy ;
hour week which bas become a common "hlnh_,'h
demand in most unions' logs of claims i5 with _ .
reaching to and gaining wider support in st i iny

all sections of the worldng population,
The McMahon government bit‘tr.ﬂq‘lr resists uﬁ' ks
this attempt to reduce wmemployment by Fllml

sharing out the available work, micks :
The Liberals have sought to defeat the m s
working class through intimidatory tcticy el Vel
in the press and elsewhere. In order to Organie

turn back a rising tide of sympathy for Y50 s
striking unionists McMahon tries to gafn s A3t
political capital by blustering abont the union Workdng cid
movement "blaclkmailiog" the country erocity,

in order to "force" their ideas upon Aust-
ralians., In the SEC strike earlier this
year severe power cuts were used as a
weapon against the strikers when power
from other sources was available, and
large scale sackings due to the power

The role of
ti:mhm.;h

of fne
mm
and file doctly
for workers 1z

restrictions were a cover for raising the  towards fhe ol
level of unemployment, But this political mess st the o
game has backfired and the Liberals are rark and file v
backpedalling in the face of widespread Ist parties a|

ALP & Inflation|

= | Libenls' com
By Jim Mcllroy othis x
"8, 2% Drop in the Jobless" trumpeted ziation el
the Melbourne "Herald" (October 16), D¢ bomes o
referring to figures just released for atiees - the fh
September, What that eminent mouth-
plece for big business gave rather less Lynch has ad
emphasis to was the fact that, as Clyde : .“'“E“}
Cameron, Labor spokeman for industrial T iml:
affairs pointed out, It was the worst ?mgw =
September unemployment for 10 yearn, (& Sy Mk
On seasonally adjusted figures 118, 288 e
were out of work, a drop of only 1, 765 gﬁ 'm: e
- an overall unemployment of 2. 107, bj‘-m?; B
"The economy is on the path of solid :Pm"-'lm
growth towards the full employment .+.-.
situation we demand of our economy. have remiie
The sixties was a great decade - tl'.:;e
seventies can be a greater decade,
No doubt this la ne?mmark of the E:bctxhhii‘;!
Federal Treasurer Mr, Snedden refered {ssues of me
to the "great decade" of profits which and exatty
his friends in BHP, ICI, GMH etc, had C \adstone
made and hope to continue to make, could ooly 81
For Australian workers the situation Is nThere s o
quite different, They are the ones who ment codd &
are being thrown out of work en masse thare s a0ty
as part of a ruling class strategy of ¢ ither, Thir ¥
forcing the workers and their families goverment &

to bear the burden of the econamic
recession, The employers and their
Liberal government are making a
concerted effort to attack living
standards at all levels as well as to
destroy the power of the trade unions,

ﬂmux"-
b e
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In a period when wages are falling
relatively (9% increase in 1972 com-
ﬁamd to 12% in 1971), the cost of

ving rose 1,4% in the September
quarter, slightly lower than 1971 but
more than twice that rate in September
1968, 1969 and 1970, Price rises were
most heavy in the food sector, Eve
Australian working class family is this
affected, This gives the lie to the

i R
{The following nioth instaliment of our
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erre Frank's The Fourth International: A Contribution
1o the History of the Trotskyist Movement aumpht:ﬂg:
gecond section of Chapler 6: "The Period of Spliis In the
[nternational.”

Chapter 6: From 1948 to 1968
(Cont'd)

Crises and Regreupments (The Sixth World Congress)

The 1953 split had brought the North American move
ments, AmOng others, Into eonflict with the International.
This resulted In & dangerous ‘disequllibrium within the
organization, where the Aslan representation was relatively
HII'.'I“Ed1 where, a8 would later be muﬂd. the wum
gsection had started to degeneraté; and where the Euro-
pean sections were worklng under Increasingly unfavor.
able conditions, In an atmosphere of growing political
apathy. The European sections were, of course, going
o devote & large part of their activity 1o helping the
Algerian revolution; bul, as Important as this activity
was, It involved only a limited, often not very proletar-
ian, group of people who were sympathetic to the colonial
revolution but many of whom had defeatist feelings about
a soclalist revolution In advanced capitalist countries.
There was a striking contrast between what was happen-

ing In the colonial countries and the almost complete

political stagnation in Europe. In the colonial countries,
even when the mags movemen! suffered defeat, it made
a very gquick recovery; the revolution was victorious in
Black Africa in 1960; il was going to triumph as a so-
cialist revolution In Cuba, in the very jaw of imperialism.
In Europe, on the other hand, with the aceession to pPOWEr
of de Gaulle In 1958, the proletariat was going to suffer
its most severe defeat since the end of the war,

Another phenomenon of major importance also having
repercussions in the Trotskylst movement was the Sino-
Sovliel dispute.

These events affected not only the Fourth International
but also that part of the Trotskyist movement regrouped
around the International Committee. There, loo, various
differentiations were taking place. Thus, through & process
comprising both differentiating and regrouping, the re-
unification of the International was belng readied. But
meanwhile, prior to the Sixth Congress, a serious crisis
began (o ripen in the International.

Within the International's leadership, divergent points
of view became evident, in the first place on tactical prob-
lems concerning the European sections that were devoling
the major portion of their activity to helping colonial
revolutions. Tendencies appeared that considered any ef-
fort by the European sections to deal with problems in
their respective couniries as of little or no value. These
tendencies were a refllection In our movement of those
currents that had lost all hope in the working class of
the European countries; they had been seriously reinforced,
especially in France, following de Gaulle's accession to
power. The defeat had been a severe one for the working
class: the Communist party had suffered its first big elec-
toral defeat in the second half of 1958, losing a million
and a halfl votes to de Gaulle. For some, aid to the colo-
nial revolulion was nol a task whose imporiance was
determined by the current political conjuncture, but rather
the only thing possible, the proletarian revolution in Eu-
rope having been struck off the agenda for a very long
period — il not forever.

In the leadership of the International, a kind of agree-
ment took place at that time between Fablo and Posadas.
They united against the "Europeans” and the members
of the international leadership who did not want to aban-
don political activity within the European mass move-
ment, even shough that movement was generally at a very
low level of militancy. The early outlines of tendency
formations appeared towards the end of 1959, when the
International Executive Committee decided to convoke
the next world congress. While the documents werc in
the course of preparation, comrades Pablo and Santen
were Imprisoned In Amsterdam and prosecuted for thelr
ald to the Algerian revolution. The organization reacted
to these arrests and waged a big campailgn for the defense
of its members, a campaign linked to the defense of the
Algerian revolution.

The arrests gave Posadas the opportunily to launch
A violent faction Mght against the majority of the members
of the International leadership. He mobilized all his forces
In Latin America fo obtain a majorlty al the congress.
He pretended to be Pablo’s spokesman, and It was al
this time that his positions and his statements began to
become more and more extravagant. So extreme Was
his behavior at the congress that a small group of com-
rades, forerunners of the Pablo tendency, disassociated
themselves from Posadas despite sympathy for ‘his po-
sitions. Defeated al the congress, Posadas pursued the
struggle inside the International for a few months; then
suddenly, shortly before Pablo was sel free, he attacked
the latter publicly in the Latin American organs avail-
able to him and broke with the International.

The Sixth Congress, held early in 1961, had a hun-
dred participants from about thirty countriea. Because
of the fierce and bitter—and politically impoverished —
struggle waged by the Posadas faction, the discussions
did not allow the International to make Any real progress
In its thinking: on several occasions Ii WAS necessary o
refute rather primitive statemenis on the constanl and un-

Interrupted rise of the revolution and the total m‘hl:::f
of capltalism fo take measures capable, nol of h“: E
the re volutionary thrust, but of containing il for a Uime.

the economle

f:i“; . ;lPFﬂrlnu on the world scene as an industrial
lhl:hn:‘i o the same time, the document refuted Khru-
Yot o tbllml. widely believed In that period, to the ef-
% € USSR would rapidly surpass the U.S. on
€ economic plane. As fo the capitalist states, the docu-
menl restaled the explanations already supplied on the
causes of the boom" and expanded them In various areas,
“P'ﬂlﬂzvf.h;ﬂ r%hﬂ to the proliferation of technolog-
on. ¢ document further pointed out the

possibilities and the limits of the Eurnp;m Common
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Market, which was then becoming operative. As to the
colonial couniries, the document stressed thelr economic
stagnation, if not headlong regression, and stated thal
economic ald — whether from capitalist or workers stales —
would be insufficient to ameliorate this state of affairs and
thus would no! vitiate the objective causes giving power-
ful impetus to the colonial revolution.

The document oo the colonial revolution made a spe-
cial study of the situation in a certain number of colonial
zones or colonial countries. A great deal of space was
allotted to the Algerian revolution, whose conquest of in-
dependence for the counlry, already discernible, loomed
on the horizon. A speclal resolution was devoled to Cuba,
retracing the revolutionary process that had culminated
only a short time before in making the lsland & workers
state, the first in the western hemisphere.

A document on Stalinism noted the “reformist” charac
ter of the period that bhad followed the 1953-57 unrest,
and the new contradictions that were beginning lo take
shape in the workers stafes. The document also made
a studv of the new contradictions lo which the Commu-
nist pa:rtim were subject. It pointed out the compromlise
between the Chinese and Soviel leaderships embodied in
the text adopted several weeks earlier by 1tht Moscow
Conference of eighty-one Communist and Workers par-
ties, and concluded that this compromise could not be
a lasting one, that the Sino-Soviet crisis would inevitably

ain.

m'.}‘l:t’:;gwu the firsi congress since 1948 at which the
Lanka Sama Samaja party (Ceylonese section of the
Fourth [International) was not represented, and Its ab-
sence was of greal concern to the congress. The LSSP
had suffered an electoral defeat in March 1960, mmplete]z
dashing the optimistic prospecls it had envizaged rnn
had led the International to share. Instead of moving
on to a thorough examination of the causes for this error
in analysis and perspective, as the International — mh; its
internal documents addressed fo the LSSP-IH‘E:‘lp mdt:
have it do, the leadership of the LSSP had a n?d :
clearly opportunistic line that the International could no
In a public declaration, the Secretariat nsl’s;t.ae
International had disassociated iselfl from ﬂlae L hld:
line. The Sixth Congress adopted a remllut 1::], ': i
it made public, disapproving the policy frn}lh 0w lyu
L.SSP after the latter's electoral defeal e :etsl:n; ;:;
especially criticized the LSSP's vote in favor of the bu

of the Sri Lanka Freedom party bourgeols guv:.-r‘n-
ment, and called on the Ceylonese party lo correct lis

gpprm.'l!.

line.

Posadas A
Latin Americ

d in
d his faction (which kepl losing groun
nn} noisily proclaimed that they supported

 aocuments ratifled by (he congress were not with-
- The document on the world economic sftuation noted
Erowih in the workers states, particularly
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ven denyin that heir faction was separate and
from his. Suddenly, after the congress and about
two monthis before Pablo was released from [ail, Posadas
unleashed a public attack In Latin America agains! him.
Why this unexpected attack —an attack that surprised
Pablo himself at fhe time it cecurred? It soon became
clear that even if they were In agreement against those
they called the "Europeans,” meaning Ernest Mandel, Livio
Maitan, Plerre Frank, and subsequently the "North Amer-
leans,” they were absolutely opposed to each other on the
question of the Sino-Soviet dispute. This question affected
the Trotskylst movement considerably, as well as the
working-class and mass movements as a whole

During 1959-80, when the Sino-Soviet conflict began
to be publicly revealed as a conflict between two parties
in which political differences were of prime Importance,
the International almost unanimously reacted by giving
eritical support to the Chinese, whose positions on & cer-
tain number of basic questions (calonial revolution, peace-
ful and parllamentary roads to socialism, peaceful co-
existence) were progressive compared to those of the So-
viet leadership. Al the Sixth Congress, right after (he
conference of the elghty-one Communist and Workers
parties at which the Chinese and Soviet leaderships had
arrived at A& compromise, the International was unanl-
mous in iis analysis of the Sino-Soviet dispute. In a letter
to the congress, Pablo wrote from his prison cell:

“Independently of the Inevitable ups and downs of this
crisis —the Sino-Soviet dispute —and Independently of the
possible smoothing over of differences, the break beiween
the correctly characterized opportunistic right wing [the
Soviet leadership] and the centrist-leaning wing [the Chi-
nese| can be considered deep and lasting.”

But towards the middle of 1961, differing oplnions on
the Sino-Soviet dispute appeared In the International. After
having broken with the International, Posadas not only

identified his positions almost completely with those of
the Chinese, but even declared that he had inspired them

It is common knowledge that Moscow, by distorting cer-
tailn of Mao Tse-tung's siatements on atomic WEeapons
made every ellort to accuse him, falsely, of wanting nu
clear war. Bul Fosadas had no gualms about puthing
matterse to extréme absurdity, clalming it was necessars
for the USSR to launch a preventive nuclear war to as-
suré the triumph of the world revolution. He also pickes
up the Chinese altacks against Castro and even added (o
them.?8 While the greal majority within the International
upheld its posilions, Pablo completely rever
point. He identified the Chinese positio
and gave almosl uncritical support to KI :
eapecially the Yugoslavs.
The International Commitee

A history of the Fourth Intermational mu: if course.
include the history of the organizations comprising
International Committee and that of the Internationa
Committee [teell. Umn this, we apologize for not belng able
to supply more than brief notes. The primar: dilfliculby
stems from the fact that the International ¢ tee reall
lunctioned not as a centralized gapizalion but as a
faction with loose ties among its members. According
information supplied by comrades who fook part In the
International Committee, there were [ew international meet
Ings of the comm ittes, political positions often being formu
lated, In the [orm of documents (rom national seclions
aflter exchanges of views between lhe committee’s seclions
Consequently, after reviewlng the conditions mentioned
earlier under which the Internalional Commitiee was
formed, we shall deal here with the circumstances thai
brought it to reunification.

We had =aid that originally there were political dif-
ferences, particularly In connéclion with evalualing the

meaning - of "de-Stalinization® when thal process began.
There were also suspicions about the role of the inlerna-
tlonal center in the crisis that divided the Soclalist Workers
party in the United States in 1953. For various reasons
there had been no clarificatlon of this subject. For some
years these suspicions, almed at Pablo in particular, were
a serious obstacle fo any rapprochement. Bul beginning
in 1956, the Twentieth Congress and the Sino-Soviet
dispute brought the positions of the two groups clogér on
the question of the crisis of Stalinism.

Moreaver, on the problems of the colonial revolution,
meémbers and sympathizers of the International Commit-
tee, especially those in North America and Lalin Amerlca,
underwent an experience with the Cuban revolution that
was In many respects similar to the Fourth International's
experience with the Algerian revolution.

In the International Commiitee, too, while the majority
adopted positions converging with those of the majority
of the International, there was a minority that was to
hold differing and clearly opposed positions. This led
fo a split In the International Committee when the re-
unification took “place. That committee's British and
French groups, the Socialist Labour League (SLL) and
the Organisation Communiste Internationaliste (OCI) re-
spectively, while not holding identical positions on all ques-
tions, nevertheless agreed lo refect the above-mentioned
points of view and adopted ultraleft positions.

For them the colonial revolution does not exist. Co-
lonial countries are capitalist countries — which is true
—and consequently, according to them, without a really
proletarian leadership, revolutionary-Marxist to bool
there can be no socialist revolution in these countries,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 1)

29 We shall limit ourselves here to the political positions foend
under Posadas’' signature, gladly leaving aside an aspecl af

his prose developed after his break with the Fourth International,

own personality, No one else could come anywhere near his akill

wherein he extols—with the utmost solemnily —the cult of his  §
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- making it difficult for

The way British trade
fight the Industrial Re

British Trade

unionists are [
lations Act was at

the top of the agenda of this year's _
deegf Union CEngress - one of the most

turbulent in the TUC's

104 year history.

On the first day at Brighton the delegates

voted overwhe Imingly

to suspend 32

unions that have thus far defied the TUC's
instructions to withdraw from the govern-
ment's register of trade unions. The 32
have a combined membership of nearly

500, 000 - about 5% of
membership,

The September 4 suspensi

the TUC's total

on means the

loss of the TUC's facilities and the pro-
tection of the "Bridlington agreement
banning inter-union poaching of members,

The suspension of 32 unions needs to be

seen in the context of th

the Industrial Relations Act,
been mounting in the past

e struggle against
This has
18 months,

culminating in July in a strike of 170, 000
dockworkers that won release for five
imprisoned members of the union,

Without a fight over registration, opposit-
jon to the Act undoubtedly would have
collapsed, But the question remains as

to how well the TUC's General Council
is giving leadership in this struggle,

A resolution calling for "solidarity" in-

cluding industrial action
was defeated 5,677,000

, against the Act
to 3,479,000

despite support by at least two very large

unioss,

The congress adopted the ambiguous
economic policy recornmendation of the
General Council which simultaneously
was critical of the government but con-
clliatory towards efforts to negotiate a
wages policy, While "rejecting wage
restraints in one form", the congress left
the door open for continued tripartite

15on Irial in Ar

:!ial ahen set for fifteen persons in
rgentina accuwsed of responsibility for
the death of Oberdan Sallustro, the man-
ai:.,r of a FIAT factory in Buenos Aires,
W

was kdnapped

by guerrillas on March

21 and held for ransom under threat of

execution,

The Argentine dictatorship blames his
death on the ERP (Ejercito Reyolucionario

_del Pueblo — Peoples' Revolutionary
Army) but the blame ress primarily on

the government which broke up the negot-

iations between the ERP

and FIAT, The

pelice broke into the house where the
guerrillas were holding Sallustro, During
the shoot-out the FIAT executive was
Mdlled. It is uncertain whether the bullets
that killed Sallustro were fired by the

police or his captors,
Well-informed circles in

Argentina are of

the opinion that the tribunal that is sitt;

: _ is sittin
on the Sallustro case may hand down at ;
least three death sentences,

The Comite de Defensa de los Pres
a 08
;ﬁiﬂcm Argentinos (Committee to
fend the Argentine Politica) Prisoners)
issued a statement in Paris October 3

1,

: . 911853, which has not bee

g out the following faces :

_ si on th
= h e by (Pederal cf-:i?n.“?“i'f:ii‘i;
: 31!:;'.‘!:& Sallustro case were all appoint-
td by the dictatorship, This body thus
,fﬂmﬁhgte:a cial wibunal , expressly
orbidden by Argentine constitution

o repealed by

E tary government and thus remains

2, Article lg;:: the constitution Bays
| L R death 1
ﬁum for punumf“? g

© Saseare belng gried were decreed by
s Y Were not passed by
‘congress, which alone hag tﬁ, ply'i? to

= USSR:llegal Journal Persists

cate-

by shipping them to t;éizﬂ 1,500 kilomet-

hil‘iﬂp, this

them to cCOmmun-

dcate with their lawyers, who will get to

sec the brief of the

Prosecution (fifteen

inflation with senlor
Confederation of
However, in viewc:g
; t!s poor economic rec
-:ﬂ:-?:rgta}:ecrpn:;?m rﬁvhich spelt increas-
ing hardship for most workers, :mT
intransigent approach toward the an,fhm
government would have been appropriate,

talks on curbing
ministers and ‘the
British Industries,

The moderate line of the General Coun-

Norway, Denmar

Following the victory of the pro-Common
Market forces (63.5% in favour, 315_. 5%
against), the Danish government will
have to follow up promises made to the
population on condition that the country
joined the Common Market, If the

ises are not made good then there
remains a danger to the government of
deep divisions in the country, and union
militancy.

Supporters of Market entry included some
powerful forces - among them the ruling
Social Democratic Party and the three
bourgeois parties that constituted the

vious government - known as the
VKR bloc for their initials (Venstre-
Konservative- Radikale - Liberals/
Conservatives/Radical Left), They had
the backing of 807 of the newspapers
and received huge amounts of money,
much of it from a series of big banks
and businesses that made no effort to
hide their generosity. They tended to
play down the political implications of
the Market's growth fixation and focused
On economic aspects.

Anti-Market forces found themselves

just five days before the trial begins,

4. Seven of the prisoners were arrested a
day before Sallustro was killed, and it is
obvious that they could not have been
involved in the decisions that led to his
death, One of these, however, the youth
Osvaldo de Benedetti, is being mentioned

as the most likely candidate for a death
sentence,

5, Al of the accused have been savagely
tortured, One of those who may receive
the death penalty, Jose Beristain, is suffer-
ing from constant hallucinations, but has
gotien no medical attention,

-.'. .

f L

The twenty sixth issue L ic)
of CurentEvents" hi?:;;;i:edmu‘?}ﬁ;m
the+ unofficial humnan rights ;.mér:ml ;
Which circulates in the USSR in 1}=ﬁ¢d
uﬂ;ﬁandvnitten copies, has for the fourth
b I;;.';li.u']:.:ﬂti d yedr defied the attempt
; very highest level of the Soviet
ureaucricy to wipe it out,

According to the Soviet dissidents, the

These captives were massacred by the

i » major policy issues was carried
Silufg -.t:]:;ngméis. E:]l’ the mood of t:he.
delegates as a whole was one of milit-
ancy and great determination to I:-ri.ngd
down the present Tory govemment .1.1}1 N
repeal its Industrial Relations Act. 1is
reflected the defeats suffered by the
government at the hands of the miners,
railwaymen and dockers in the previous

six months or s0,

virtually shut out of radio and television,
since the air waves were reserved exclus-
jvely for the parties represented in the
Folketing, and those with enough mem-
bers to be officially recognised,

Camille Olsen, reporting in the Paris
daily'Le Monde'notes: "These disparities
have not failed to make an impact on the
public as a whole, Little by little, the
battle around the referendum has, for
many, taken on the look of a battle of
the poor against the rich, of the weak
against the strong, of the silent and
stifled majority againsi the powers that
be. The scars of this situation will
inevitably be left when it is all over",

It would be wrong to deduce from the
vote that the opposition forces, led by
the People's Movement Against the EEC,
with its more than 90 member organisat-
ions did not pack a punch, The fact that
it did can be seen in the demonstration
of more than 100, 000 persons that it
organised in Copenhagen the day before
the vote, together with the Social
Democrats Against the EEC - the largest
political demonstration in nearly two _

6. One of the accused, the young journal-
ist Andres Alsina, denies being a member
of the ERP or taking any part in the kid-
napping. He is known throughout Latin
America for his investigation of torture

and murder practiced by the police and
army,

7. The other defendants are Giomar de
Klachko (facing a death sentence), Carlos
Ponce de Leon, Angel Averame, Elena da
Silva, Liliana Montenaro, Marta Brego,

silvia Urdampilleta, Mirta de Menajovsky,

Eduwardo Menajovsky, and Lucrecia Cuesta
de Beristain,
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Savia
i.:::;latl_F_'ért;;i C‘ent[:il Committee voted
R -.;Lnli‘; er 30 that the "Chronicle"
dj_&;;j_l;iuhr[ m,rrl.y:-u:]*.-;_il of the Ukrainian
S 'Ej"'t : c-w-.:m-;—.nt "I.HJ-stu.lq,' l.J*-,-';:Lr;‘E.",
g i :__Jl:tgp?n:w:d. The "Chronicle
two l't:v.‘.!r-?&“- : itgu,l;jrl‘}r, roughly every
h.{_:cﬂnlelu:sl if.ilce April 1968, [t had ;
reliablé. L;:gi:lsitdsiﬁrt: it
JEITI AT i
the Soviet dissident m :;vcn:-:;:i,.'li;f L:Jlll

i & EEC

The possibility of militant

against the Industrial Relat

not ruled out deﬂnjtiw:l}: b?ﬂx Act iy
972

of the moderates at the -I-ng‘ﬁy

The coming year in fact,
major encounters between the goven
ment and the organised trade union
movement = not only in the courty

decades,

The Danish vote will undoubte creats
new: problems for Norway, Maﬁ;’uﬂ_

Market people there had been hoping fo

a revival of plans for a Nordic eConomie
union as an alternative to the

Market, but this now seems unl =
least in the foreseeable future, el

Meanwhile the result of Norway's referen
dum on entry to the Common Market
was a decisive "no" vote, Although the
vote was only advisory, the Labowr and
Conservative parties - which both sup-
ported entry - pledged to abide by it.

Out of a population of 3,900

200, 000 Sctivists on Both diks cfie
question were mobilised during the fins]
days of the campaign to ring doorbells
and buttonhole neighbours, reported
"New York Times' correspondent Michzel
Stern from Oslo on September 22,
"Arguments for and against the Market
dominate broadcasting, fill the news
columns of the newspapers and seem to

be the only thing people want to talk
about", he wrote,

The main anti-Market group was
Folkebevegelsen mot EF (Peoples' Move-
ment Against the .European Common
Market), These anti-Market forces com-
prised a varied collection of groups that
had never before found commoen cause,
They included farmers, fishermen - right
through to the ecology minded, radical
youth, pan-Scandinavians, left wing
trade unionists, conservative Lutherans
and conservative nationalists,

Arrayed against the Folkebevegelsen
was virtually the entire Norwegian estab-
lishment, In addition to the two majoe
parties, the pro-Market forces included
the official trade union leadership (who
provided 30, 000 door-to-door canvaser)
big and small businessmen, much of the
civil service, the state television, the
Federation of Norweglan [ndustries,
bankers, financiers, and 907 of the 200
newspa pers,

The vote also created a political crisis
in Norway, where the Labor govemmes
had said it would resign if the vote Wik
negative, Government leader Frygve
Brattell has since indicated that his
government would do so on October 6,
Since neither Labor nor Conservatives
will participate in an anti- Market
government it will probably be up fo
Centre Party which opposed entry o
attempt to form a new coalition
ment with other minority paﬂiES. Con-
stitutionally however, this could not
occur until September 1973,

In any event the coming year is l_i,'rte]‘."
to be one of intense political activity
in Norway leading up to the ¢ lections,
The referendum results will bave &5

direct effect on Norwa '}r's 111L?111|E'C P
in NATO, economic relationships
between the Scandinavian C.;'puntl'iﬂi
ind also relationships with Britain,
which had been counting on Norway o
I market ally,

j[;. L'i Ji-:H:_-

Beginning in early January,
(secret I""liu e) be gan a wave of ﬂ'tﬂ’ul

manifestations.

the KGB

scarchie " ind irnurra;;:'ttil.."i'ls. Scores
people have been victimised in these
Ay connection with "Case 24%;
volving those suspected of preparing &
circulatdng the "Chronicle” AS late as
May 6, the KGB searched the homés
16 dissidents in connection with

AT A %
Fad in

m? "A'lu See

nCase 2"“.'

The following is the text of a letter
dated September 14 sent by Ernest
mMandel from Brussels to the editors of
:1New1ﬁ.‘.'ﬂl:‘.'"{" in New YW]‘E, Plﬂtﬂﬂing
their publication of lies about him and
the Fourth International, For more det-
ails about the "Newsweek" article see
nThe Aftermath of Munich" and
nTrotsky's Views on Terrorism” in
DIRECT A CTION No. 28 (pages 8 G 9)

In your Sept. 18, 1972, issue you devote
rwo whole paragraphs on page 34 to the
movement [ am part of, the Fourth Int-
ernational, and to myself, The only
rouble with these paragraphs is that
they do not contain: a single word of

guth.

The Fourth International was not found-
ed two years ago in Brussels, but thirty-
four years ago in Paris, It is not a terror-
ist organization but has always rejected
the philosophy and methods of terrorism,
opposed to the Marxist principles it
stands for, The Brussels conference
issued no call to "shoot" on any scale,
More modestly, it tried to coordinate
the struggle of radical workers, students
2nd intellectuals against the take-over
of Europe by a few hundred multi-naton-
al corporations, either American or
European, The call it issued was fora
Socialist United States of Europe, based
upon social ownership of the means of
production administered not by any
top-heavy bureaucracy or state apparat-
us, but by democratically elected coun-
cils of producers, under a multiparty
system.,

The sentence you attribute to me, rep-
roduced between gquotation marks, was
never spoken by me, neither at that
conference nor amywhere else, On the
contrary, foreseeing this type of mis-
representation, I explicitly stated in
my conference report that we do not
fight by means of dynamite, bombs or
the like,

Your attempt to picture us as a " Terror-
ict Intermational” can there fore only be
characterized as a total distortion ol

the uth.

Equally scandalous is the assertion that
"Trotskyites see themselves as the cata-
lysts provoking govermments into ever
harsher repressive measures., This, they
believe, will encourage fascism and,

in turn, produce more radical fanatics
and more cracks in established sociery,"

Anybody doing his elementary home-
work before writing an article could
easily have found out that one of the
greal intellectual and political achieve-

Mandel Answers

ments of Leon Trotsky was that he under-
stood - nearly alone - as early as 1930
the mortal threat fascism represented

to the German people, He desperately
sought to unite Communists, Social
Democrats, and unionists by the millions
- and not just a few "fanatics” - to
prevent a fascist mke-over of that key
country, is followers ever since haye
acted in the same spirit, and are right-
ly considered by fascists the world over
as their most implacable enemies, To
accuse such a movement of deliberately
wanting to "provoke" the development
of fascism is again a complete and
unadulterated lie,

It is true that in addition to its above-
mentioned basic goals, the Fourth
International firmly supports, in a
spirit of solidarity with all victims of
oppression and exploitation and exploit-
ation, popular mass resistanée move-
ments against oppressors, even if the
rulers of these countries leave them no
other avenue open for sruggle but
armed struggle, A similar position of
support to such movements, e,g., in

the Portuguese colonies, has recently
been adopted by the World Council of
Churches and the Swedish Social Demo-
cracy. You don't taint them with the
brush of being "terrorist organizations”
for that support. There is no reason to
taint us with that brush either,

As a matter of fact, even the editors of
"HNewsweek" fully identify with at least
one armed resistance movement against
oppression, called the American War

of Independence. Have they therefore
adopted the philosophy of terrorism?

[t would also be interesting to know how
they characterize the resistance move-
ments which sprang up all through
Europe against Nazi D;J_p;t.x‘.:ic'ﬂ, .8
Fhﬁ Warsaw g.!?ctt:-::l uprising. To my
knowledge, there is only one move-
ment which slandered these heroes as
being "bandits" and "criminals": the
movement of Hitler and his henchmen,

Nobody should be surprised that terror-
ists who happen to wield state power
and, in that position, pursue their
political goals by murdering thousands

Terrorism

of innocent people - Hitler was only

the miost extreme example of them,

and by no means the only one - call
their opponents "criminal terrorists, "
The political function of this linguistic
trick is obviously to facilitate and
justify in advance mass repression, mass
persecution, mass torture and, if necess-
ary, mass killing of political opponents,

In the 1870s, an obscure terrorist made
an attempt upon the life of the German
Emperor William I; Bismark used the
occasion to outlaw the Social Demo-
cracy for fifteen years, In 1934, the no
less obscure Nikolaev murdered the
local boss of Leningrad, Kiroy; Stalin
used that occasion to arrest, and sub-
sequently murder, practically all his
political opponents in the Communist
movement of the USSR, Neither the
German Social Democrats nor the Soviet
Trotskyists had actually committed a
single act of violence against the regimes
of Emperor William [ or Joseph Stalin, :
They were convinced that they could

best further their goals under the circum-

stances through mass education, mass

organization, and mass struggle of the

working class, This, those terrorist

rulers feared much more than desperate

and inefficient acts of individual terror-

ism. Therefore they used the first occ- '
asion to suppress these political oppos- 3
ition movements under the pretext of \
"fighting terrorism,"

Today, especially since May 1968, the

Fourth International enjoys growing Py
influence among revolutionary youth 4
and workers in many countries, It tries d

to centralize their generous efforts B
social change towards concrete and
realizable political goals, This is seen e
by the rulers as a threat against their
rule, So they attempt to organize a I"
growing repression against us, For that 5 .
purpose, a frameup on the occasion of 1;
some terrorist incident is a welcome il
opportumity. :
Police informers and other professionals 1-
in the noble art of curtailing | m of f.

thought, speech, organization, and "
travel the world over are experts in this a
type of fra me-up, lhey cannot under-
stand this simple truth: that society can I3
only be changed through the efforts of £
millions, of broad social forces, and X
that it is mddiculous to attribute to Marx- '
ists the wish to "conspire” and to build 1
socialism without the conscious resolut-
ion of the majority of the toilers. This 3
is rypical of the police or James Bond- H.
type mind, But it is a disgrace to free "
journalism that newspapermen cooperite i

in such endeavors, deliberately or
through sheer ignorance.,

McGovern Backtracks

It is apparent that there is a growing
disillusionment, especially amongst
student youth, with George McGovem's
presidential campaign,

McGovern's self-contradiction and back-
tracking to more right wing positions

1s reflected in his latest stances taken
toward some of the major questions
lacing American people today.

For example, on the Vietnam war, in

in elfort to get Lyndon Johnson's endorse-

ment, McGovern has become an
apologist for Johnson in his past actions

involving major escalations of the war.

On military spending, McGovern's
original proposed cut of $30 billion has
gradually diminished to the point where
no specific figure is now mentioned. ‘D:n
presenting latest proposals, McGovern's
"national security™ advisors stated that
it would "keep American military

]

strength second to none™,

In the wake of the Munich kidnappings
his voice was in the forefront of L:hc
reactionary chorus, condemning in
blanket {ashion all Palestinian liberat-

Letter Bombs Rctﬂgrn to

Much has been made in the news media
ibout the death of one Israeli diplomat
n London from a letter bomb on S0 pt-

€mber 19,  Fifty-one additional letter
bombs were discovered that had been

ent 1o Israeli diplomats around the world,

Thn‘ mail bombs have been widely cited
in the media as proof of the criminal

Mmentality of Palestinian Arab liberation
lighters,

An expose in the London "Sunday Times’
of September 24 explains however, that
mail bombs had long been utilised by the
Stern Gang and the E—gun Zvai Leumi,
bBwvo H_ﬂf-,l—-l. '”—]S Zionist organisadons, as
L:” 15 by the Iraell goyermment itself,

1 1963 four Egyptian technicians were
EL_I”“!_ by such a bomb, with the head of
“racll security implicated in the operate
10N, In 1967 two more Egyptian officia
i Hilled by book bombs, In July of
h‘!__’l::'l_l:“ ys the "Sunday Times", the

§ sent ten letter bombs to Palest-

inian LD

: d other Arab guerrilla leaders in
.'!.'H"“'[_‘ 3

Sender

“Sunday Times" cxpasi:h:lm r:;:c:s
ons about attributing the rec

;l:tr::'ti bombs to the Palestinian arg]uﬂs-at-
jon Black September, despite the leaflets
signed "Black September'' found in 1;11
several imexploded enyelupesl.’ Amo i
the quetﬁmitmisumﬂ;m In a te
nically first class operation, it seems an
oddly erratic means for Black September
to choose to inform the world of its
‘triumph', Why put the leaflets inside
Jetters which hopefully, would disinteg-
rate in the blast?”

lone, of course, is insuffic-
'I‘e.:hni&::iﬂﬂpl 2 ives must be used if a

The September

" ork Times" repors the follow-
fl:g if:r: ;Y"Unitad Press Int:rmﬁnnz:h
uoted Scotland Yard as saying ﬁﬂ;ho;
quplﬁlﬂl that killed Dr. Ami Sha i

;robahh" cause
:‘;sde explosive that had

ion struggles.

Regarding his attitude to unemployment,
McGovern has announced that his goal

is to reduce unemployment rolls to four
million, Apparently he thinks that

this is the best that can be done under
the capitalist system - four million
working people and their families con-
demned to the misery and indignity

of unemployment:

The abortion issue also rates similar
treatment from McGovem, The Sep-
tember 25" New York Times" reported
on a speech by McGovem in South
Dakota in which he declared that
"Mr, Nixon and I would do precisely
the same" on the abortion issue, "and
that's exactly nothing" to change the
state anti-abortion laws.

Caroline Lund, writing in the US re-
yolutionary socialist weekly "The Militant"
sums up as follows:

While young people are being tumed off
by M ovem}::diicmesty and vacillat-

jon , sections of the ruling class are

. beginning to come to the conclusion

that he might be their best bet after all,
On Se ber 28 McGovern woa the
edi 1 endorsement of the "New York
Times"which has wide influence in
business and Imﬂﬁ“ lciécles and T?:inimg
capitalist political figures, .

m&;mg for a section of the ruling
class sees that McGovern is indeed no
“radical”, but that his nﬁ;l suund.il ng
verblage and promises (w can later
be rang::tad} can be wseful in lulling

r discontect and in co-o the
antiwar movement and other es

for social change.

uA reporter for 'U, S. News and World Report' Pulley of the Socialist Workers Party™ .. :

asked a Democratic Party 'strategist'
whether it wasn't dangerous for McGovem
to risk alienating his young supporters

by retreating on too many issues. The
answer was 'Where can they go?' .

“But @0 l=~_wﬂ-'klni. people --:--r{;
wmmmn&m hﬂ;n 1
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1971

3 Nixon's ch on August 13, 1371,

« ﬁnfmm c:} in‘:::mperialist competition
have taken a spectacular turn. What was
only hinted atsiifme is mow progh:.mad
in a loud yoice, Occasionally, insults ;
are again even being heard in fashionable

society.
& The background to this is the general
8 . slowdown in economic , the stag-
\  gering decline in the rate nffnoﬁt in
©  countries like Great Britain, Italy, and

apan, and the series of recessions that
j‘mﬁ ;ullmmd one another, Hardly has
the recesion in the American and West
German economies ended ﬂ:a.u_z new
one is appearing in Great Britain, Elnd
the outlook is becoming gloomier in
France as well,

i This intensification of the economic
. difficulties of international capital is
~ going hand in hand with a serious crisis
~* of political leadership in the bourgeoisie
~{it is symbolic that three or four Common
rket countries will be having legis-
lative elections in the near future) and
- «sharp social struggles in many places, As
 a result, "sacrosanct self-interest” is
. more than ever on the agenda,

[ —
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. THE MARKETS IN EASTERN EUROPE

. The American imperialists, who are
 wvery worried oyer the U, §, ﬁﬁch'

- artempted to bring things back into
‘bﬂ“ng:glmugh a de facto devaluation
~ of the dollar, counted on this move
s their goods, which were now
ck '_.EP'BT, Sﬁﬂimtt, especially in West-
~emn Europe and Japan, This was one of
‘the main goals of Washington's diktat of
August 15, 1971, :

‘One year later, they are still wide of the
rk, In spite of the fact that exchange
S were adjusted to the advantage of
lted States trade, the rate of increase
American exports lags behind that of
rts. The continued inflation of the
ﬁgﬂMy has something to do

is is why Yankee imperialism has
changed weapons, It no | hopes to
acrease all of its exports whatever their
gory; it aims rather to fill two gaps
‘have gradually developed over the
de in its competitive arsenal:

el

0 fronts began with the conference
2en Nixon and the new Japanese
me minister, Tanaka, in Honolulu

quipment and aeroplanes, th
; -m_#m’ﬁu. :nd

UED FROM PAGE 11)

scale American offensive on these

ISsinger's trips to Peking and Moscow,
apanese purchases of Yankee mili-

only betrayal of the mass movements. The SLL and the
OCI beve & limited understanding of the peasantry in
M mnnuu ldentifying it with the relatively well-off
- peasaniry in Western Europe, Although claiming to adhere
fo Trotskyism, they do not understand the permanent char-
cter of the revolution in these countries. When the revo.
lution triumphed In Cuba, they refused 1o recognize |t
A declaration of the National Committee of the SLL slales
. that in Cubs there has been " & political revolution that
har transferced power from the hands of one bourgeols
elpss 1o another sector of that same class,

Soviet purchases of American wheat
%l cﬂnl:igutt toward correcting the
American balance of trade during the
coming year. An offensive in the export
of planes and American m.ﬂlury equip-
ment to Western Europe will undoubte dly
2ls0 develop on a large scale during the
meonths to come,

These gains were certainly not made
without favors being handed out in retum,
Nixon had to give Japanese imperialism
permission to officially reestablish links
with Peking, to the disadvantage not
only of Chiang Kaishek, but even of
American exports of industrial goods,
steel goods, vehicles, and petrochemical
products,

Nixon will be led to grant sizable credits
to the Soviet bireaucracy, since the
USSR's present level of gold production
is hardly adequate to pay for the anticip-
ated purchases of American products,
The exchange of Soviet natural gas for
American industrial: goods requires a

new expansion of Soviet industry in
Siberia - to which Yankee credits will
undoubtedly contribute (this market has
been taken away from the Japanese com-
petitors though they do not yet admit
defeat), Aside from the already familiar
diplomatic concessions made to the
Chinese bureaucracy, the end of the
blockade offers trade advantages as well,
although more modest than those promised
Moscow,

Cn the whole, it is the Ewopean imper-
ialists who risk being the losers after all
these manoeuvres, Not only will their

up to now privileged outlets in the USSR,
Eastern Europe, and China be sharply

cut into, but Japanese products - whose
swelling amount in the United States
Washington wants to restrict - will begin
increasingly to compete with Ewopean
products in Ewropean markets themselves,

This is why West German imperialism,
not wishing to fall behind Washington
and Tokyo, is rushing in its turn to
Peking, This is the very meaning - at
least on an economic level - of Willy
Brandt's "Ostpolitik", which has been
approved by the great majority of the
German bowgeolsie,

BICKERING OVER MONETARY POLICY

On the monetary plane, there remains

a deepgoing antagonism between the

"bloc" of European imperialisms (lnclud-

ﬁ this ime around, Great Britain)
American imperialism,

All the imperlalist countries that have
a surplus in thelr balance of payments
with the United States have built up

sizable amowunts of depreciated dollars

over the past few years, After 1969,
these dollars were, In fact, no longer

have hemal Atalurk. o}
gime has not created a
the SLL still considers
a leader of the same

shek!
As to de-Stallnization.

b a Th'u.!; we piluld".if_r[f o Slﬂh”i-‘-ﬁn

niang kal-shek, Nasser
Cardenas, Peron., Ben Belia
different from the Hatisia re

Luba 8 bourgeols slate. and Casiro
siripe as Batista and Chiang Kal-

deny the processes that have taken
Unilon since Stalin's dealh
edging the existence of liberaliz

exchanged for gold. Since August 13,
1971, 3131; no longer can be, In Europe,
voices are more and more insisting that
this cannot go on.

Indeed, in an economic system of
international trade, no owner of goods
or credit can be forced in the long run
to accept a currency he no longer wants
as 2 means of payment and exchange.
The present system cannot last, It hgs
already set off an unbridled speculation
in gold, the price of which has reached
$65 - $70 an ounce on the free market,
as against the "official” price of $38
between central banks, At last Gresham's
law begins to take effect on an inter-
national scale, Bad money drives good
money out of circulation, Even between
European countries and with Japan, no
country any longer wants to pay off its
debts in gold, While they wait until
they can exchange their dollar holdings,
the European and Japanese bourgeoisies
use them to buy up government stocks
and property in the United States, that is,
to appropriate part of the surplus value
produced by the American proletariat.

Thereforz, the imperialists are attempt-
ing to reorganize the world monetary
system. But in the economic climate
described above, these efforts are subject
to two very contradictory restrictions,
All the imperialist powers would like to
avoid a shrinking of world trade. At

the same time, each has to prevent a
readjustment of the monetary system
from resulting in a worsening of its own
competitive position.

Let's just take one example, British
imperialism has already lost the com-

petitive advantage it gained by devaluing

the pound sterling in 1969, Therefore it
hangs onto the system of floating ex-
change rates, that is, onto its hope for
a new devaluation (whether open or
camouflaged), in order to preserve a
small safety valve for an increasingly
explosive social and political crisis.

But its partners and competitors, who
were ready to go along with this mech-
anism in 1969, are more and more balk-
ing at seeing it become institutionalised,
§0 1o speak, While the English capital-
ists can obtain certain trade advantages
b}' following the American example and
altering the exchange rate for the pound,
the Germans are refusing to pick up the

tab the next time around, The industrial-

Ists on the other side of the Rhine are
announcing that they would no longer
be able to conserve their outlets if their

products are constantly going to get more

expensive as a result of changes n the
rate of exchange, This is one of the
reasons why Schiller was removedas the
West German finance minister, since
he insisted on defending a system of
floating exchange rates,

COMPETITION AND POLITICAL POWER
The most effectve solution from the

y wehru,
and Casiro.” "Castro's re- o
W Ilype of siate,” qualitatively

gime. Even now, at this l!ul{-.. [n Tact

lonal was founded and the Transitional Program i rig
They hold on vl : : exlrtm"f b

these groups almost e : - on to every letter of it in &N E i
| F]I.HJH {.1.;I'I'I-I-F.lt..|ri!r- lashion, and denounce as capitulators those 'l'rﬂl’k"w

ace in the Soyie S cap ) oul

[hey consider that “'t‘ oy 1..L|. who have trled to und: rsland the new {ﬂndltlﬂﬂl:

WY CORNSioq VAL I'!r(,ﬁﬂ“l.' ; E : 5.3
allon measures (s a ™ Umes and 1o define & revolutionary-Marxlst poli€¥ 53
i pdanlel S RS priate to these new Ao i
4r¢ incapable v conditions &4

ol differ

cntialing belween the

g " 5 o ‘hich
A certaln degree and “democratization — whi

not exist al all

curred In the world 8 ln e

int of view of the European imperfq). :
]fsats would be to go beyond the stape ae
joint recrimlﬁatium against Washine .l:--.:
monet: po C'j.rtn one “Ijﬂil:h‘.l L .
Abuvc:{l, this would mean estap m*

a monetary union within an “Mqu :
Common Market and to act as 3 ginots
trade bloc (which would be the m'“%_ P i
powerful at the present stage) on the oy,
market, m'ﬁ!& :

Such a monetary union, which haj hass
under discussion for a long time, “-:'?‘
obviously involve a decisive step toyea
setting up an imperialist superstate 1
would be inconceivable in the ;
state of the capitalist economy w ithey
working out a common hudgntu,r and
fiscal policy and without an Induseds)
and public-works policy, that s, wilthous
the creation of a truly European govem.
ment,

The Gaullist regime, which had vojeeq.
the most determined oppasition to any:
transformation of the Common :
confederation into a federal state,
finally went along with the idea of 3
European monetary union, all the whils
holding back from accepting everythin
that this implied.

The European summit conference, which
is to take place in Paris October {9.20’
had as its central goal the laying of the
groundwork for this new stage in the
economic integration of capitalist Etrope.
If Pompidou seemed to suddenly switch
on this during the past few weeks, ity
because he noticed that the "committed
Europeans' in power in other capitals-
Bonn in particular - are no longer ready
to take effective action along this path,

The fact that the enthusiasm of Germaa
imperialism for Europe has chilled is by I
and large a response to two immediate
concerns. On the one hand, Boun is
afraid that a monetary union put together
without guarantees that basically unstable
economies like those of Great Britain and
Italy first restore their economic health

(and the least tremor is apt to put the
French economy in the same category)
would mean that the German bourgeoisie
would once again, and forever after, be
picking up the pieces, In its opinion, it
not worth the trouble,

On the other hand, the immediate resalt
of a decisive step toward a Europedn
monetary union would be a sharp

with- American imperialism. And Amers
ican hinperialism has a top-notch wedpes
that it can rely on for blackmail: the
withdrawal of some of its troops from
Europe,

Because of the uneven development géts
iving from expansion of West l:_‘remmn
imperialism's economic and finan
power and restriction of its military
capacities, such a clash strikes the
bourgeoisie for the moment as being 1%
risky, Beforehand, France should be
brought back into NATO, and an mf;?-ﬂ
endent nuclear capacity for Europe -
be created; in short, it must have 2
imum of military strength on its OWis
Meanwhile, the word is prudences

While the Common Market Emmmm
have decided in the final analysis (0 885
ahead with the European summit
ence in Paris in spite of everything, Il’“
is for reasons of prestige and interna
politics rather than out of hopes fof teg:
immediate progress on the road to i
ration, The furthest they will Eet“l;;':}'
modest "European monetary fund m
igned to reduce somewhat the 108GE-EEE
in the reciprocal balance of P“?mmu.‘
between the countries that belong 108588
Common Market.

For the moment, the big T AN0e UVTes =1
in interimperialist Eﬂliﬂpcﬂdm ey
against any substantial stren ;
of the Cm:um:m Market, A new Fﬂﬁ' :
the European interpenctration Ofr?ﬂﬂ
and a new hardening of the Ame
counteroffensive in trade would ding :
necessary for the tactic of the lea 5
capitalist groups in Germany &

Great Britain to change,

liberalization™ that has jaken #d.:- :

cs have OF

thelr eves no I_.r.ﬂ.‘n_lud chang

1938 when the Fourth ::ut:“ ‘,

L 0 b |:-:':f,r|:i,|,1i -y

ANTIWAR ACTION

m[adtﬁ
ol lIn recent issues of "Direct

Action" readers have been informed of
the formation of the'"Anti-War Action
Coalition", with a protest organised for
November 18, While anti-war activists
throughout A ustralia must be heartened
with this news they must also be wonder-
ing why this reformation should ever
have been necessary, In Vietnam our
comrades are still being slaughtered by
the U.S, war machine, All t has
changed is the manner in which their
podies are shredded. Bombs instead of
bullets seems to be the most uwseful
method of exterminating our friends,
yet socialists in Australia, and the U, S,
haye gone into a lethargic state, One
can only hope some organisation, be it
SPA, CPA, or SYA will take up the
sruggle with renewed vigour, I have
noticed in the past that "Direct Action"
has been the most consistent of the
socialist papers in denouncing the U.S,
The CPA is not as vigorous in its cam-
paigning on this issue as it should be,

It is after all the heaviest air war in
history, and aimed at brother socialists,
Something must be done! If nothing
else, could "Direct Action" give this

new grouping all the support possible,
Yours in despondency,

George Mansten,

FRENEY AGAIN

Dear comrade,

I'm afraid I can't let
you get away with the distortions and
outright lies contained in a series of
articles referring to the CPA and "Tribune"
in your October 13 issue.

First on the high school
students' strike. You claim "several
thousand high school students" for Sep-
tember 20 acton, I can only speak for

ydney, but a head count proved less
than 400 left the Town Hall,

"Tribune” follow
scrupulous policy of printing :ltcfl:at&
figures for demonstration numbers, We'y
done it whereyer possible on May Da 5
women's marches and anti-war and a};;ti
racist actions,We believe it serves the S
movement no good to inflate figures
to ridiculous lengths, That only prevents
a realistic policy being adopted,

I an earlier "Direct
Actlon" you accuse us of not pub y

11
'd:u: September 20 action, I capn sa Cﬁ:?
a'major article on September 12-18
by Ian Gordon and shorter references

appeared in "Tribune”
can verify, as amy DA reader

e g '.hﬁtha latest DA you

your factional warfare against
theﬁCPA i.tfn relation to the NavemE:er 18
action, referring to ow "lack of in "
Where is the evidence? e

" T We shall match your
efforts, w will hopefully be greate
than diring the mass mnbilj}::aﬁm?s o
around the Springbok tour and the Black
Moratorium, By picturing November 18
45 your own little thing you detract from

the necessary broad participation and
mobilisation necessary, 2

On the Munich events,
you refer to the editorial in "Tribume"
but ignore completely the article on

age 3 of the same issue which gives the
le to much you allege. You also forget

Henry Zimmerman's ardcle was a reply
to that article,

Your reference in an
earlier issue to "Tribune” and the CPA
supposedly equating the ALP and the
Australia Party is refuted in the cuwrent
(October 17-23) issue on page 5. Let me
note, however, that on most of the
questions you feature as important (poll-
ution, gay liberation, abortion, educat-
ion) Awstralia P policy is more pro-
gressive than ALP policy. Where does
that put you?

As for your back page
article on "Why Socialists should support

IN BRIEF:

HIGHEST SEPTEMBER UNEMPLOYMENT
FIGURES IN TEN YEARS, )

The recently released imemployment
figures for September were hailed by the
govemment as indicating the initial
stages of an economic recovery from the
slump which has dogged the economy
during the year, However, although the
figures purport to show a significant drop
In unemployment during September, they
in [act show the highest September un-
employment figures for ten years, and
there is good reason to believe that the
ligures have been kept low by Labour

and National Service Department
officials making registration for unem-
ployment benefits as difficult as possible,

In thelr scurry to find scapegoats for rising
unemployment, the bourgeoisie has come
up with a novel explanation - it's the
dropouts, Recent statements by the NSW
Minister for Labour and Industry, Hewilt,
NSW Premier Askin, and the New Zealand
Eﬂ‘r'c_mmcnt, indicate that this theme is
8dining popularity and we will probably

hear more of it,
MINERS KILLED

On Monday October 16 three miners
were killed in a coal mine collapse near
1,1ih§‘.“'.-.-,t-.‘..':-: of Sydney, This is the
fecond fatal mining accident within a
fu‘lr; months, Only when control of the
mines is placed in the hands of the
miners will such fatalitdes be eliminated.
“nly they have no doubts about which is
the mare important - safety or profits,

ASKIN ON INFLATION

NSW Premier Askin recently entered the
federal electon campaign with a speech
‘:‘iﬂth included the following statement:
~Ahe alternative of a Labor government
JPpals us, Theorists, reds, pinks and
]‘ﬂaﬂ'ht‘]'a, if elected would create the

greatest burst of inflation ever known in
this country", It would have to be an
astronomical burst of inflation to beat
the Liberals' present efforts in that
direction.

Askin's speech continues in the main-
stream of Liberal Party tradition - that
of concealing political bankruptcy under
long winded bluster and red baiting.
Unfortunately for the Liberals, 23 years
of constant use have left this particular
mask looking rather worn and tattered,

SUBSTITUTE

The government's latest gimmick for
increasing recruitment to the army was
announced recently, Soldiers who are
blinded don't have to wommy any more,
the government will issue them with
spectacles with built in sonar.

REALLY?

ay October 16 the mana
S&ﬁfﬂ( the BHP steel monopoly, [lﬂ'd
C. McNeill said that steel prices wln
not necessarily drop if another stee
company was set up ino 't:io:n 1::’ gt
BHP .. of course BHP wouldn't m
monopoly being broken,

HOWSON GRATEFUL

Speaking in Federal Parliament on Oc-

tober 18, Peter Howson, Minister for

{nes said that the Parliament
S‘T"?‘i:b“ goas{ul J2 for Eg‘ee!ir::gmt;
te
Bridsh meat 1:5:-:?;1 e g P lﬁ, 00

siﬁfnfﬁa case so that a lease could

be granted to tlwﬂc:rl:nd,!‘l{1""“'1’llr ey

have refused to work for ‘ection
have been squatting on & 2
of Vestey's lease ﬂmam a lease on a

take
Gurindji ““tut:am so that can

uare m
2 T

~iyrel Ky would turn in his grave,
Unconditi support” for Workers'
gainst imperiallsm, or even for
unions against the boss class is totally
different to such support for a bourgeois
liberal party based on the working class,
such as the ALP,

This and the other articles
in DA only highlight your steady drift
to the right, in a position not so different
in basics to the stalinist SPA,

Fraternally,

Denis Freney

D.A. REPLIES

Its getting very tiresome correcting

Denis Freney's rubbish, He seems now
;ﬂ h&wcﬁmadhtétm role as chief hatchet
or the aga Trotskyism,

doesn't the CPA ever write In its m"\{!r?

;nme? Or at least the editor of
Tribune” ? This way Denis Fre § con=-
sistent lies can be passed off by CPA
s "just Freney's rantings”. But anyway,
to dispel some of Denis Freney's lies, , ,

OE the high school students' strike we
claimed several thousand nationally,
Denis Freney implies that mﬁb
was the Sydney total, Our estimate for

Sydney was 800 based on visual estimates
throughout the action and as well the

number of names collected on the Educat-

lon Action Group peddon, i.e, 420 from
99 schools, This sort of collecting, as
Denis Freney would know is never much
more than 50% successful, Now if
"Tribime" follows a "scrupulous” policy,
why didn't they mention figures for other

centres, and In Sydney the original report

read "several hundred" — very accurate
I'm sure,

The first reference to September 20 by

"Tribune" was critical of the action, The

second belated short referénce was favor-
able, The third article was in fact cont-
ributed by Ian Gordon, a leading mem-
ber of Melbourne SYA, He contributed
because it didn't seem that anyone on
"Tribune™ would work up the energy to
give the action serlous mention,

The real attitude of the CPA was brought
home to us most graphically when we got
an insight into what the top leadership
probably thought about the actdon, A
CPA member, who lives in the same

commune as the Editor of "Tribume", was

miserly concession is no cause for
gratitude from anyone, least of all the
government of a country which has large
areas of its grazing land laid waste by
Vestey's overstocking and neglect.

OMEGA COMMITTEE FORMED

A recent meeting attended by Labor MP
Moss Cass, Victorian ALP Executive
Chairman George Crawford, several
academics and representatives from the
Australian Union of Students (AUS) de-
cided to set up a committee to co-ordin-
ate the fight against the setting up of an
Omega tracking station by the United
States government in this country, The
Omega station would be part of a world
wide network for the use of the US Navy,
The U, S, first attempted to establish the
base in New Zealand but public protest
there forced them to look to Australia,
The committee will also oppose other
US military installations in this country.

OCBSERVERS BARRED FROM
NSW PARLIAMENT

New rules introduced recently bar obser-
vers from the public gallery unless a
member of the parliament will sign a
book and agree to take responsibility for
the conduct of the observer, The
capitalists' politicians are too ashamed
to continue their charade in public?

POLLUTION

The Victorian Environment Protection
Authority stated recently that swimming
should be banned at some Melboume
beaches be cause of pollution from raw
sewage . It also stated that it would cost
¢500 million and take until 1980 to re-
store the Yarra River and Port Phillip

Bay.

DUCKER THINKS WORKERS SHOULD
CONTINUE TO BE EXPLOITED

king to an Auwstralian Institute of _
nagement conference remﬂz} John
Ducker the right wing secretary of the
pationalisation of industry as "redundant,
unrealistic and doctrinaire", He appar-

20, that high school
'wﬂuﬁ “reject outside interferenc
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September
students
that it would flop etc ete,

We hope that Denls Freney is right about -

the CPA's attitude to the antiwar action
on November 18, However the abysmal

attendance of CPAers at the Sydney org-
anising meetings, their attempt to reduce

the action to a minor one by "upping”

the slogans and their role at the Mational

Consultation point in an opposite
direction. The CPA claims over 2000
members, With this massive force we
obviously expect a lot more from the

CPA than any other tendency. Let's hope

for once that action s forthcoming pro-
portional to size !

The slander that we project November 18

as our own little thing is contemptible,
All we have done is consistently build
interest in this action along with forces
like the Australian Union of Students,
Our prominence is due, unfortunately,
to the relative inactivity of other tend-
encies.

In regard to the ALP Denis Freney mis-
understands the meaning of "uncondit-
ional support”, Simply, revolutionists
support the ALP for governmental power

against the capitalist parties without lay-

—

ing down any terms for this support (eg,

such as the leadership agreeing to nation-

alise industry), We maintain this posit-
iom as long as the ALP remains the mass
workers' party, But — and this "but" is
the thing Denis Freney chooses to "mis-
understand” — our support is critical in

relation to the ALP programme, We do

not support Whitlam and Co's politics
but call for a soclalist programme, As
for what Trouky sald see"Once again
the [IP" ("Writings of Leon Trotsky
(1935-36)") fora good statement of
his views on the matter,

It's very amusing to see that Freney still

can't grasp one of the main points we
have been making about the policies of

tent political position, In fact he even
uses this fact to try to lend support to

some Of his arguments, On Munich, for

example, It's not good enough to be
right on one page and wrong on the

next Denis, You can't have it both ways.

On the ALP and the Australia Party its
even more farcical, Denis refers to an

article by Laurie Aarons that was not yet
in print! I'm afraid Denis, we're not
cla}m*uya.nt. We don't know in advance

what "corrections" to your line you're
going to make, we only criticise what
has already appeared in print,

ently thinks that the lives of the masses
of people should remain under the con-
trol of a powerful few,

BLACK STOCKMAN WINS RIGHT
TO HANDLE OWN FINANCES

In a recent court case in Cloncurry,
North Queensland, an aboriginal stock-
man has won the right to control his own
financial affairs. Previously he had been
declared "assisted”, which under the

terms of the infamous Queensland Aborig-

ines and Torres Soait Islanders Act meant

that money was deducted from his pay and

id to the Department of Aboriginal and
land Affairs, When he or his family
wanted money they had to go to the
local police station to obtain a "chit"
which would then be signed by the
appropriate storekeeper and sent off to
be paid for by the Department, Hundreds
of black people in Queensland are presen-
dy declared "assisted".

MUNDEY

Builders Labourers Federation organiser
Jack Mundey appeared in Sydney Court
on Thursday October 12 charged with
contempt of court as a result of an
alleged statement that in an earlier
court case, Bob Pringle and John Phillips
were victims of a racist decision,
(Pringle and Phillips were fined as a
result of activities against the racist
South African Rugby tour which took
place last year). Mundey's case has
been adjourned to a later date,

Preceding the court case a demonstration
took place including a banner saying,
"Builders Labourers believe Pringle and
Phillips were victims of a racist decision
by Judge Head and only workers' demon-
strations stopped a jail sentence' - the
alleged remark over which Mundey has
been charged, Mundey has obvious
bﬂénﬂ?ﬂa&g&d;ﬁpﬂﬂf&em e
pre- on union bashing campalgn ag
the charges against him threaten the
rights of all people to criticise the courts,
Contributions for Mundey's defence can

be sent to Room 28, Trades Hall, b

Goulburn Street, Sydney, 2000,
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the CPA, i.e, that they have no consis-




ram: guarantee the right of

ng week with no loss of pay,

week on 40 hours pay; a massive

provide jobs for all; nationalise any
sive:lay-offs. ;

pising bﬁs is to legislate for automatic w ¢!
in the cost of living; an immediate pri

policy ..

ity in the war; démant the

Sk
th
ha
o1
in
ar
s

o .-
would legislate 3%
controls and sef 4
e law; 100% tax
llution S




