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EDITORIAL

THE HYPOCRISY
OF THE OPPRESSORS

diplomats, pious bourgeois leaders,
from Nixon down immediately re-
sumed the talk of "Arab murderers"”
and demands for justice, It may
seem perplexing, but these very same
people didn't demand that the Israeli
pilots and their superiors be brought 1o
Justice for their acts of wanton agg-
ression,

The recent actions of the 2lack
September group in OCcupying the
Saudi Arabian embassy in Khartoum
served asa reminder that the Palest-
inian people, despite all the set-backs
haye not given up the struggle, The
action, coming eight days after the
shooting down of a Libyan airliner
with over one hundred people on
board and Israel's deepest ever raid
inte Lebanon, has unfortunately
tended to confuse and cloud the real
isues, Many people were led off the
track by the proximity of the two
events,

The futility of terror tactics used by
Black September, the way terrorist
action backfires, has been explained
by us on previous occasions ; but we
have to re-iterate; our criticism of
these actions in DIRECT ACTION has
nothing to do with the hypocrisy of the
leading lights of the bourgeoisie, Our
condemnation is based on revolutionary
efficacy, Temorism is a counter-pro-
ductive way of combatting reaction,
One cannot substitute the dctions of a
few for mass action and Organisation,
As in the previous occasion at the
Munich Olympic Games tha counter-
productivity of these methods becomes
apparent very guickly,

The embassy raid has shown to the
world in general, and to the Arab
leaders in particular, that the Pales-
tinians, fighting for their self-determ-
ination, will take doy action, no
matter how desperate, to stop the sell-
outs of their national aspirations,

The attack could not have COme at a
worse time. Inrecent weeks the
Zionist state has demcunstrated categ-
orically that it is umwilling to accept
21y concession offered by the Arab
states. Their murderSus raid on Leb-
4n0n In an area far away from the
Israeli border, which resulted in high
civilian casualties, served the purpose
of forcing the Lebanese governmant
1o withdraw whatever democratic
rights the Palistinians have in that
country. The shooting down of the
Libyan airliner was another example
of Zionist callousness, We are not
interested in any commissions of
inguiry, but it is quite clear that the
oting of the plane was intentional
mass murder . No waming in either
Arabic or English was given, although
uearly all Israeli pilots can speak one
of these languages, Fusther, at the
time of the shooting, the plane was
moving away from the [sraelj heart-
land, back into the United Amb Re-
blic. The crocodile tears of Golda
1eir on hearing of the death of the
Passengers cannot hide the direct
complicity of the Isrgel; leaders,
always in direct contact with the air
force, in the deaths, (It is also i
strange that the pilot coylg see the cap-
fains face, but could not see the pas-
SEngers in the plane, )

Following the shooting of the foreign

Regardless of our Opposition to the
factics used by Black September, we
can only endorse their central demand;
the immediate release of the Palestin-
ian leader, Aby Daud, and sixteen
other guerrillas held in Jordanian gaols,

In Australia, the pew Labor government
has been noted for 2 more progressive
stand than its COnservative predecessor,
The Middle East, however, is one area
of Labor's foreign policy which is no
better than the Liberals, The Labor
government and the laboyr movement
as a whole must be made to distinguish
between the Oppressed and the oppres-
sors, Labor must stand squarely on the
side of the oppressed, whether their
ciumrent tactics are right or wrong,
Labor must oppose tne

reactionary violence of the Zionist

slate and provide whateyer help is

nécessary to further the Palestinian
cause,

il

Whatever action Labor can be
forced to take, we cannot Jet the
?alestinians stand alone, While call-
‘08 on them to change their tactics,
We must remain firm in our uncondit-
ional defence of their Just struggle,
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BY ANDREW JAMIESON

At a conference held early in February,

2\ Victoslan Vo abor Association(YLA) the YLA's position in noq
the' Victorian Young Labor Ass support Lo goveérnments wf::ﬁi tlv;

took a positive step toward supporting
the mass anti-capitalist movements
that have developed during the youth
radicalisation of the past decade
Although the YLA has been to the Iu.]'!ldf
the ALP on most issues, it has -.u]lj,: paid
lip szrvice to active i!]\'\.“!‘ll‘k'i."lnl'.'Fll' in
these moyements - a herita g-.:rol' lhi:.
right-wing leadership in the YLA with
its approach of maintaining the YLA -.15r
a mere appendage of the parliamentary
ALP, restricting its outward face to
occasional and restrained public state-
ments,

Indicative of this desire for a more active
orientation towards building anti-capital-
15t movements is the motion that was
passed seeking to fully support the secon-
dary students rights movement. Recog-
nising the growing strength of the cam -
paign for student rights, the YLA decided
to endorse the National Education Action
Coalition's decision to hold a national
student strike on April 11,

Building the campaign to repeal all ab-
ortion laws as one of the main vehicles
for the election of a Labor State Govern-
ment was also endorsed, reflecting the
need to force the Holding leadership to
take a positive stand on the issue. Sec-
ondly, the motion reflects the rising tide
of the struggle of women for the right to
control their bodies,

These and other motions and policies
adopted can be seen as a general shift
towards the Socialist Left within the YLA,
Active YLA members seeKing an answer
to the inequalities of capitalism and
wanting to further many of the promises
and decisions that Whitlam has made,
are tumning to socialists within the YLA
for direction,

Two further examples of this WEere seen
at the conference, Firstly, the confer-
ence condemned Whitlam's visit to
Indopesia, sceing it as a move to bolster
the reactionary Suharto military dictat-
orship and to increase pelitical, milit-
ary and economic ties with Indonesia,
Secondly, and more importantly, the
YLA supported the Socialist Left motion

How Not to Win

35hr Week

BY COL MAYNARD

In January of 1971 a campaign was launch-
ed on behalf of 25, 000 workers employed
by the NSW State Electricity Commission
(SEC) for the implementation of a 35hr
working week in the power industry., The
campaign, which was started on a very
militant note with a threatened general
strike throughout the industry, but which
was finally referred to arbitration, was
given a setback last month in the decision
of the NSW Industrial Commission te

reject the unions' claim alt ogether. The
Commission found that EVEry point in the
unions' claim was groundless and the valid-
ity of the claim that the power in{iusl_q'
has attained a much higher productivity,
and therefore was able to grant a 35hr week
was most definitely rejected,

This decision is more than Just a setback

for the workers of this particular industry,

It affects the living standards of every
warker in this country, Furthermore, the
whole case put forward in the SEC claim
demonstrates the treachery of the right wing
L'ffilji-'l].;n in the NSW La bor Couneil !'.u their
efforts 1o confine the fight to arbitration,

It alzo shonwy: the ['.-.|r-|-.rugn_-1‘§,' of the general
stralegy put forward by the le |c||_,|"~j'-|1['- of the
ALP in fighting for the 35k week and thek

inability to understand the full implications
of this fight,

The strate BY Pul lorward by the ALP leader.
ship and thejr followers in the
dom is that victory in one Indus try will
leave the way open for the Eranting of
reduced work week in all industries, The
wind was taken out of the ALP's sails §Ome-
what when the chjef commissioner hea ring
the SEC “ASE gave as one of the main reas-
ons for refusing the claim the fact tha

t‘l[ would be unfair 10 workers in other
industries", A Very quick look at Australiap
labour bistory will show that never has a

Vic. YLA Takes Steps
Towards Mass Action

union olficizl.

to State Couneil calling oy B“Ml:;’

Whitlam to withdraw the Pt and
singapore, The two maﬂ.;;f# bll!:h Irh‘g:'

0 suppress national Struggles f
determination, Or self.

On hearing a report from its anti.y
co-ordinator, the YLA also ado
perspective of building the ﬂﬂti-wuﬂl
movement around the demand g with.
draw all roops from IrldDChi.Ilil and 1
suppor t Vietnamese self-detemm
Despite the "peace Proposa le" it wag
stressed that the US I'emaing ”m'"? o
trenched in the region and that

no hope of peace until they were ﬂnt'u
pletely, com.

However, the positions adopted by the
YLA ware not reflected in the electio
of the new State Exec utive, The right.
wing, defeated time after time in the
conference around policies were able
drag thirty or more people along for the
voting session only, In doing this they
frustrated attempts by active YIA mem.
bers to implement YLA motions,
bureaucritic manoeuvring by the right
again prevents the YLA from taking ap
dctive stance on its policies, Particularly
as the YLA stands to gain a lot of
port from concerted political intervention
in the coming state elections, As Geofy
Collins, a Socialist Left Supporter, who
Was elected as Assistant State Secrety
explained in his election speech: "We
are not going to grow unless we adopt
the perspective of becoming active
purtéq]:ipants » 45 youth, in the reyolt of
youth, . "

With increasing numbers of young people
turning to the ALP and socialist ideas,
the YLA could publicise its policies in the
elections, particularly the abortion
issue, asa motor force in reelecting a
Labor government in Victoria, The
active intervention of the YLA in the
elections could involye many young
people in the Labor campaign. A cam-
Paign of this sort, oriented towards
students and young workers, supporting
such issues as abortion, student rights,
the anti-war movement and support for
workers' struggles, can introduce many
youth to the YLA and to radical ideas,

substantial reduction in the work week
been brought about without the full
support of all sections of the workforce
through strikes and massive demonstrations
of solidarity and strength., Obviously this
must be the case now, The entire workforce
must be drawn into the struggle for a reduced
work week. The method of "one industry at

a time" has clearly failed as has the strate gy

of limiting the struggle to arbitradon. The
ruling class is most determined not to give
into this demand, Even Mr J McBean, the
Labor Council industrial officer who hand-
led the case, had to admit that workers
would now have to seck the 35hr week by
"direct negotiotion',

The demand for a reduction in the working
week with no reduction in pay is an import-
ant part of the fight against unemp]'-"’}"l‘ll'l‘-?“r
and redundancy, The slogan should bc "share
all the available work", Yet the union
officials and the ALP leadership, instead of
developing this concept amongst the work-

"Men and Ideas" which was distributed to
educational radio and T.V. stations

BY JIM PERCY

EVELYN REED

Women's Libera tion." In this .l_:‘-'“'_"" ol
DIRECT ACTION we are publishing the

most Convincing a

itive soclety in a

erudite fashion."”
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Sub Drive

In the last two weeks of our drive for 500
new subscriptions to DIRECT ACTION,
We were able to obtain 109 new subscrib-
¢rs. This is over the 100 we needed to
Qbtain every two weeks to make our quota
of over 500 by Easter, But it goes only

a little way to compensate for our poor
start in the first two weeks of the drive
when only 60 new subscribers were
obtained,

Sydney and Melbourne accounted for 1._1112
bulk of the last two weeks' new subscrip-
tions, both cities gaining 47 new sub-
scribers each, If all other centres now
WOrk up to the pace of Sydney a nd

ing class and orga nizing a fight arcund it,
put the whole question of unemployment
in the bacl ground and replace it with "the
need for greater leisure time in such an age
of rapid technological change," The NSW
[ndustrial Commission statement said that
0o mention" was made of redunda ncy or
threatened redunds ncy during the course of
the inquiry,

At this time the continuing deterioration of
the world « 1pitalist ¢conomiec system forces
the employers to bear down in all respects
upon the working class and cut back itz
standard of living. The use of threatened
unemployment as a weapon in ¢ ombatting
the growing militancy of the workers can
only be countered by a united campaign of
the entire workforce taking massive strike
dClion,

The ALP must stand on a program committed

0 full support of the coming struggle,

Melbourne we should be able to com-
} plete our drive succ essfully.
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BY JIM PERCY

Since the signing of the Paris Peace
Accords on Vietnam on January 27 this
year, many people have started to realise
that not much has changed. It is becom-
ing clear that the US has not changed its
counter-revolutionary aims in Vietnam,
Its continu ed massive support for the
Thisu regime makes the current situation
in Vietnam extremely unstable,

Of course, some of the provisions of the
Accords are being carried out - at least
by the North Viemamese, With the re-
lease of prisoners of war held in the

north we could see that,

TR at amy rate,
£

ietnamese were prepared to

put the Accords into operation. Not so
Thieu and the Americans, In fact the
"breakdown" in implementation of the

£0 imminent that yet 2

d to be signed - this one
plementation of the Jan-

Accords seemed
further treaty ha
10 guarantee theim
uary 27 agreement,

What does this
there is no real
can there be while oppos
with standing armies ¢
South Vietnam,
and his US backe
the newspaper of
Awstralia, summarizes the
this way in an editoria]
27 to March 5 issue.
"The first point is that of the two
amese parties, only one
the application of
that is the PRG,
"The position of the
was well summed up by
in Saigon who told the
"Newsweek" (February 19).
DEVEr acce
good faith
have orders to
Cong flags, "

Now of course it is cle
sesport

I enormous milj
the US, and intense

incredible sitwation mean?
peace and nor
ing class forces
ontinue 1o exist in
It is clear that Thicu
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situation in
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Thieu regime
the US official
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Vietnamese air force pilots
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Lary pressure from
dipl?matic black-
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However, the case of Helen Gamer, the
teacher sacked for teaching about sex
in a free and open manner at Fitooy
High School remains unresolved, Moves
are being made at present 1o build 2
broad campaign of support for her refnst-
dtement. This campaign stresses both
the injustice of her dismisal without
democratic procedures. and her right to
be free to teach as her consclence dict-
dtes. These two aspects are related,
since it is only progressive minded teach-
ers who are being victimised, The lack
of democratic procedures is @ means of
covering up and maintaining this witch-
hunt,

4 ¢ !
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Striking Altona High teachers at Parliament House

lictorian Teachers on the Move

strong action is being p!,:tn?.uc‘ls 1ol -';.||pf--.’.*=:‘r
for Helen Garner is growing throughout the
ranks of the Victorian Secondary Teachers
Association, As the rank and file journal
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k. “ue ration of human society from direct bio-
AR ch control was its great evolutionary strength
b 3 uman social life s Culturally, not biologic il-r v
_lermined ” (Scientific Ameri A
e Ic erican, Seplember 1960, p- 71.)
o € starting point for demuhuhlng the myth
i Ology 18 woman's destiny. Beginning with ::rh
N Ary proposition in this Propaganda, let 3
ne what I call — Bd bl T
L

T'he "uterus theory” of female

- inferiurity

R | ) lology, like anthropology,

g, “: ."-. 1. For more on this sub

. L L 1 jEI:1, B E\r'tl.]"n Reed's =

1g & toolmaker. ‘7" In the November *"Is Man an
has been republished in pﬁr::l:.iﬂ fﬂrlg?u ISR. This essay

under the title An Answer to "The Naked LD]::‘F" Pathfinder Press

cially those who have studied Engels's Ongin tematic labor activities for its survival. "Hands with
which to pluck and arms with which lo convey the

have come {o undersiand that the roots of women's edible plunder to the mouth aufﬂce.*'nliﬂ Iagiib 1ach-
degradation and oppression are lodged in class so- nique of our anthropoidal relatives,” says E Adam-

any women In the liberaon movement, espe  primates and no prehuman species depends upon sys-
N/
M

~papitalist social system, the final stage By contrast, humans are so completely dependent
upon labor activities that should this productive ca-

of life. pabllity cease we would soon perish as a species. La-
1 remain unsuré #bout, however, Is wheth-  bor activities, therefore, have brought about a new
Hr Biblogy has played a part In making mode of survival and development for a unique species:
€ inferior or "second sex.” Such humankind. We are not merely reproducers but pro-

where not only Is history written by those The importance of production can be seen in the

atus but all the sciences are  drastic change this brought about in the relations be
~ Pwo of these sciences, biology tween humans and nature. Fundamentally, animals
ifime Importance in under- are the slaves of nature, subject lo biological forces

istory. Both are so heavily and processes over which they have no control. Hu-
sex that they conceal rather mans, on the other hand, have reversed this relation-
WOmEn. ship. Through labor activities humans have brought
“pseudoscientific propa- nature under their influence. In other words, one spe-
ity is that offered in the name cies, humankind, not only became liberated from di-
i the mythmakers in this field, = rect biological control but even became the controller
nandicapped by the OIRANS . of'its former dominator, nature. As this is sometimes
18 88id S put, the history of animals is made for them, but hu-

uru!ﬂ&*”’qmbng with this mastery over nature, humans also
' )¢gan fo cultivate new needs, which is another char-

1 icleristle absent from the animal world. While animals
. are limited to satisfying the same old natural needs
for food and procreation, humans have developed an -
€ss series of new needs, all of them higher (at least

s take a few examples from the technical realm:
- out of the first fist-axe there arose the need for an axe

S with & handle on it. From the crude digging-stick there

forever remain enslaved to her
This "uterus theory” of female
valld than its corollary, the *
superiority. For some curloy
these sexual-procreative orga
determined all the other ca
an, rendered stupld by th
was unable to develop her
cultural capabllities. Man,
upstanding sexual
uterus, could develop his int
ities. Both propositions are fi
In actuality it is the male that
animal’ world, not the female
ruptive characteristics of male
the record shows, males are
fight other males for access
of often called "jealousy,” it is
of the term, namely, the desire
female. Rather, it is a crude,
modified by any feelings of indiv
tenderness, which drives the
cess to any and all females, [
may fight one another merel
ing grounds; in others they
sence of females. As Sir So
pugnacity of rutting animals is
physiological condition and not
by the presence of females.” ( The

keys and Apes, p. 69.)

Due to this combative characteristic of male g
ity, male animals are separatistic, ) :
unable to band together in mutually
At best, under favorable conditio :
tolerate one another's presence in the same feedin
breeding grounds. In some species, as among the s
carnivores, they are solitary prowlers. This inak
of males in nature to cooperate with one another §| "
serious handicap so far as the development of graj} ®

ties is concerned.

S, unexp|
N§ are gy,
pacities of (s
brains, talents,
on the ofher
muscle instead of

ellect ang
not mm s
15 handijey

This s due
sexuality iy p,
highly compe
to females. Ay
not jealoy

Ut Instiney gy

y for a place in the
may fight even in g,
Ly Zuckemﬁ,;@,‘ "

L lority of the male sex. Reducing the
I:;J“‘;:';y g gclence fictlon, they project the
o the pauiarchnl family of our times back Into
of al world. To them the animal “family,” like
.n family, has a male at its head, providing
m“mlaﬁ“ﬂE his dependent wife and children,
and thal makes him superior.
al hero Is usually called the "dominant
Thls ;:1";& rirayed by the fiction writers, he is the
gale” unterpart of the husband and father in pa-
: muﬂﬂ}'- The more fanciful even portray this
-lﬂ as a kind of princely polentate, surround-
anim em of wives, concubines, and female slaves,

by 8 B lives and destiny. What is the truth

ind this fantasy?

titve f v, i
Alboggy] The tdominant male’’: fact and fiction
5 in our yofy
to pum\n o 8
Pugnacia ;

he phenomenon called the "dominant male® does
exist In nature since animal males, as previous-
ly stated, are highly compelitive and combative
one another. In the sexual realm each strives
M first place by eliminating rivals. The animal
i\ wins becomes dominant over the other males, at
| . for a time or until he himself may be displaced by

| sronger male

an “Fl‘#ﬁlonng W fut the main point about this fight for dominance is

v left out or distorted. It is a struggle among

yes, each fighting the others. Even after the domi-
“animal has eliminated his rivals, this does not

ol

& 1 dominant over the female or group of fe
individualistc g 2= him
:Gﬂp.ej‘luﬂl_._
ns ﬂlEjr_ are ahle

: s 1o which he gains access. So far as the females
’...mmed they may accept the winning male as
‘& stud but that is all. Even this acceptance ends
" un the females enter their maternal cycle, at which
they retire from the orbit of all males to preoc-
sy (hemselves with giving birth and caring for their

| Feoring. Whatever the outcome of the struggle among

A e the females remain entirely self-sufficient and

The females, on the other hand, thanks to their g govide for their offspring withoul assistance from

fernal functions, are not handicapped in this man
They form into broods composed of the mother
offspring in which cooperation exists and filial
have a chance to develop. In some species, such asf}
primates, or even in a pride of lionesses, a num§i
of females and offspring band together in a large M

brood.

Moreover, while the male animal has only him
o consider in the struggle for survival, the femii
through her maternal functions must provide for
protect her offspring as well as hersell Through i}
constant exercise of these group functions, it is sf*
mally the female, not the male, that is more intellige
sagacious, cunning, and capable. This Is recogn
by hunters who regard the
with cubs, as the more dang

stupid than females.

These considerations show that there is no basis p
nature for the "uterus theory" of female Inferiority. §
anything, nature favored the female sex since thatf
the sex upon which the perpetuation of the species ph ‘;-matg
ots. Carrying out thelr maternal functions gave
females an advantage in the struggle for survival, @

female, particularly th
erous sex and fake apf
priate precautions. This keener wit in females develog
to its highest degree among the higher mammals wk
maternal functions and the care of offspring are r
profracted, reaching its apex with the primates. E
Robert Ardrey, an ardent partisan of male sup

ity, its: "As the kingdom of the animal ascen®™ o
so likewide ascends the power of the female. . . M8 ¢
culine woolly-mindedness has been a source of femdl|
power for a long way back.” (African Genesis, p- 128/
Robert Briffault more bluntly calls male animals mo

abling our branch of the anthropolds to pass

nature's mode of survival to the human mode of s
vival through labor activities. In the transition fre
ape to human it was the female, not the male that &
the way. Already more developed In her capab
and capacity for cooperation, it was the female
began productive life and thereby founded the new

unique human species, ?

That Is why, out of the maternal brood in the &
world, there arose the maternal clan system oOF
triarchy” in the anclient human world. It is only
patriarchal class soclety, which came a million :
after the birth of the human species, that woman W
reduced to an animallike level, forced to p
hersell with her maternal functions at the expense
the higher human values developed In the course s
soclal Ife. In a soclety founded upon pri\'lﬂpm?ﬂ ~ There
the family Institution, and male supremacy, WOmaE = mygj..

natural endowment— her uterus and maternal fun

— Were turned into the chains of exploitation and o Bl ma)es
pression she endures today. But this is a situation m

by man, not by nature.

Those who subscribe to the "uterus theory" of fem#® Buy
b to prop up their false conelusio®
about women with an equally false theory about &

Inferiority often try

2. See "The Myth of W

Problems of Women's Li

omen's Inferlority® in Evelyn Reef & or noy

beration

(3]

..

" (ontrary to all the children's stories on the subject,

" @ written by men who call themselves scientists,

‘&re it no such thing as a father-family in the animal

" sork Among some bird and fish species males may

deipate in the care of the eggs. This does not make

" &em {amilies but rather a specialized form of procre

; on In the greal majority of species, above all the

ummals which are in the direct line of human ascent,

i the mothers alone who perform all the functions

~ wanected with the care of offspring. As Briffault em-

asizes, "Every adult animal, male or female, fends

"B iself as far as regards its economic needs” and the

" sely exceplion is the provision made by the mother

| farher young. ’

. In other words, male sexuality in the animal world

" do%s not bring about fatherhood functions; on the con-

S iy, the combativeness connected with male sexuality

81 hindrance to the development of such functions.

A" ks only in the human world that we find a fully

~éntloped male counterpart to maternity which we call

‘Méernity. This came about when males began to eman-

themselves from direct biological control—or

‘Sincts —and cultivated new and human ftraits. It was

#1nd through social life that they learned a new kind

* # sexual behavior and subsequently acquired patern-

~ Ufunctions.

. H'is sometimes said or implied that, because males

i the combative sex, they are the "protectors” of their

- &mal families. This too is a fiction. Among some

specles a periphery of males circles around

A entral core of females and offspring and in an In-

way furnishes an outer group of "sentinels” who

% an alarm in the event of danger. But male anl-

ihh do not fight to protect their mates and offspring.

- They fight in defense of their own lives.

: rt‘: the animal world every animal defends itself, el-
4 by fight or by flight The sole exception to this
,_m“ 8 the female animal who will fight to defend her

& Ting. Thus the so-called animal family Is no more
i & female brooc, provided for and protected by

mother. I does not have the slightest resemblance
the patriarchal family in our soclety where the fa-
::::Vid:l for and rules over his wife and chlldrt;
er famililar argument supposed to prove €

MANral superfority la.ngnd].;II dominazge of the male sex
Wer the female sex is based on the fact that in some

oy o (Blthough by no means all) the males are larger
40 the females or have more developed muscle power.

can be little doubt that the combative traits of

W contributed to this exira musculature. As Henry

of the Yerkes Laboratories said about pri-

the stror e 11 bigger animal gets most of the food,
ican, go-bor Male most of the females.” ( Scientific Amer-

September 1960.)

It is WT mll.

ong to assume that this extra m
fepresents a superiority of males over females;
maley, | uperiority of stronger males over
N nature it is the females who determine wheth-
they wish to admit a male into their midst,
olds true of the stronger males as well. When

' wund

-z

-

fnd thig

& mY 4 ! l 1 AN S

The second half of this article
| Will be published next issue

such admission takes place it is only during his good  mentioned, however, is the even more important as-
""“‘_"'_“' and so long as the females find his presence  pect, that men had to overcome their former animal
convenient This is borne out by the fact that when a  nature, their rivalry, separatism, and individualism, ¢
female retires, as she does when she glves birth, she to be able to band together in the human hunting group. kS
18 left entirely alone by the males. They had to transform their competitive, combative ank
It is therefore a Bross misrepresentation of animal mal relations into closeknil, cooperative human rela-
Ife and behavior to portray the female as a helpless,  tions.
dependent creature that cannot survive without the pro- The superiority of the human hunting band over
vision and protection of a “dominant male playing any animal pack comes from the unbreakable prin-
the part of a husband and father. The father-family ciple that men hunting togethér must never under any
I8 exclusively a human institution which, moreover, circumstances hunt or kill one another. This is exclu-
came Into existence very late in social history, coin- sively a human regulation and relation which does
cident with the development of private property and not exist in the animal world. Thus, even in the matter
class divisions. Thus the myth of the animal "father- ©f Increasing the food supply of the community, it
family” goes hand in hand with the "uterus theory" was only when men learned how to form the coopéra-
of female inferiority. The true facts about biology are Ve bunting band that this alm could be achleved.

distorted and falsified for the sake of concealing the How was such an impressive change brought about?
soclal roots of female oppression. All the evidence points to the collectivist soclety cre-
Let us turn now to examine the wayv in which an- ated by the clan mothers, which‘asslmllated the men
thropology Is distorted to buttress a falsified biclogy. as clan brothers. As Robert Briffault writes on this
I call this — point:
o5 3 ¥ In human societies there alwayvs exist means of estab-
T.hE hunhﬂg theur}' of fE‘mﬂlE lishing understandings and guarantees, and there are
iﬂfEﬁﬂfity bonds of fellowship and brotherhood which are absent
and impossible among animals. Hence primitive hu-
r I \ his theory bases itselfl upon the first division manity, owing o ils social l..‘hiiT..L(h:'l' is not under the
of labor between the sexes which is usually same necessity (o secure the satislaction of E:h. --:-w-';E
described as follows: men were the hunters and ”.mmih bf jh:ﬂ ':""m,r:flm:::i wnluiir S mlﬁ,m:l:
warriors while women were the food-gatherers and did :r” L{Hf i‘]ﬁlr L:L;J; B P aR R B
the chores around the camp or home. Man's work of ]_:lr:;':. and most primitive social graup will starve rath-
hunting is, of course, portrayed as by f[ar the most er than not share his [ood with his fellow-members
important work, while woman's labor is considered S0 likewise in no human socielyv. however primilive, i
inferior. Due to the handicaps they suffered from being a lawle<s scramble for the possession of females 1o be
born with a uterus, they had to stay al the campsite found. The Mothers, Vol 11 p. 118
or dwelling place to nurse the children It required a communistic society, which provided
This stands the real situation on its head. The most for the needs of all its members on an equal basis,
important work in the primitive division of labor was to bring men (ogether as cooperators who had for-
not done by the male hunters but by the so-called stay- merly been separated and hostile to one another as
at-home women Let us start with the food supply, the animals. In that society men as well as women did
first and most basic requirement since people must their share of the work according to the division of

eal before they can do anything else. It was the women labor that the primitive peoples l'i'.-_‘."r'l.-\i,-h'-r.ﬁ h_.-.md to
gatherers and not the male hunters who provided the be most practical under the given conditions of life
most stable and ample supplies. During the period when at Lh::El stage of their socio-economic dey i;|f..-p-ﬁ'-h:|'zl'.l. o
hunting was still precarious and men often returned It is necessary lo hrm;-:_-.:ut .th real ?i'.“rin-”h.t,t.
to camp empty-handed, the community's hunger was work done hg_.- thg_x-.-omen_sz__nce :.r_r’rn:m? .’.:[r.:{h h:;:
satisfied by the food collected by the women In addi- u_:lcrwngraded it while glorifying _m{n.ﬁk,u;r ::. j|1'
tion it was the women who gained control over the ing. The archaeologist, Grahau_n::j: F.l-.flrlk.1 ul:-:n.-.ulr:p:’:
food supplies, not only by preparing them for today sees WEIEEI"I .-1,:.- lowly .belln.g;; b:'LﬂTJb:ﬁr:rL I~\-E\I1:e‘h;l :{h
but preserving stocks for tomorrow. Women were the forcbﬂa-ra they are merely w?-ﬁf“ Bt :i : e o
mainstay of the primitive commune. fers to “the resplcnde:nt figure of Man ‘_? ?un er, pro

i nly the beginning of woman's work. type of Man the Warrior” as the greal ‘mfi :-!‘_IP!:.F.H'Jli
ThB:: t:lunznil;d Ytu dwell here upon the enormous  *¢X. ( From Savagery to Civilzation, p. 8.) This Is

: i ale bias
IR E JrEcOXE ol pr.imlu':'e wamfm “;‘h-:;hn-:,n-s:t[:;:? mLI'iernan R Service, the Michigan anthropologist, takes
Ly gelat i_n mygariicle, TThe Myt :\Ek' 3 ul animals a similar although more restrained view of the matier.
xiky,fs WOE RISV e nccup:ied 4 S.h l:agr‘:ied out the He thinks males were the hunters not only because
S i i “?m:l l:atiepmaking pot- they "were probably stronger, swifter, and more com-
il mm:[s I-:Jr F:iod;ffc:::} :ﬁ kinds to consl‘.ru;:ﬁﬂn. bative, but, more importantly, because females are so
EARE o0 g c:r_d nt of the earliest forms of frequently handicapped by pregnapt}' an_d care of off-
BRIl axd TS eV EapinE spring.” (Primitive Social Organization, p. 39.)
ECE;E one branch of woman's work, soll cultivation We can accept the ded;cti.;n tha:rdthnel z:;nlmt;gﬂ;::t};;é—
i isti { males made them adaptabile ;

with the digging-stick, led to agriculture, anotherbranchi actenﬁ.ucs 05; R b ar IS B wog
the taming of wild nhoyuls; e i, U ra.is:[::f gi ?;Tn- i]::':l Z;lem;f hu:nting because they were biologically
bt Thetsfufn::j‘:,; a:a:tal[;;ia[;il ':nr::; I!rom hunting han:icapped by their uteruses. (One has unlly lo ulfrserre
Celang s :1 nd eventually take over—these the behavior of the carnivores, the h-l.mtmg ﬂmm_ﬂ 5
1, SRRT-CDRS f —:ducﬁom Thus it was not the men to see the fallacy of this argument, since the females
Lihge domms nh Pfa.-amen producers, proto-scientists, are just as swift and skillful hunters as lhe m-‘ﬂ'&'::i There
h““‘:: IE:::!E:&EBHﬂ transmitters of the social, cultural, is no uterus handicap imposing hunting inferiority upon
nurs

i ; important lionesses and ligresses. '
and technical heritage who did the most imp i e s (h& i . §peciies Ll nih RraAai of the

¥ork I B8 T!lr:zi:iz;ntg::em;hu are blinded hunting carnivores but out of the fnud—gaui;hex_'Lnug“E:-
THEGRIEAL TIAE2C iority of the male sex is to over-  mates. But women I wanLIo it s ra-.*fl

by the assumed amm:;ﬂ‘ t:’rl:lm:!tir:m of primitive women  theory” of female inferiority are not obliged (o s ot

look this broad soci gr?nthﬁ dies serving a little fam-  the whole complex of reasons why "“’“i'ﬂ:l “Erﬂicl:nt

and view them as mere ho ed. shutdn, private fam-  the hunters in the first division of labor. It is s

ily circle. There were no isolated, to show the vastly superior amount of work and types

gystem, jusl as
ily HEUABHOSE 1) m;mpﬁ;‘u; f:l:ls:ntu }rreduce women of work done by the women as compﬁregulzntzeu?:::
EEreiyn D their share of labor. The primi-  occupation of men, the e s tf ignifies that
2 'muyl:;n;:::'d!w::e ';11: pivot of a communal life occupation —for whatever reasons—on y sign
tive "househo

H r

ivities.
ical centers, schools, and social centers. The women  activi en, the "hunting theory” of female in-

d, th ale in
of the matriarchal commune, working collectively, had Aa absurd and untenable as the "uterus

ity is just as ;
not the slightest resemblance to their descendants loday, {;I:::; trmi: which it is derived. The one is a distortion

each one puttering around in a little stump of & house- of anthropology as the other is of biology. Yet these

ladorm under the propa-

B enlgr nd technigues that furnish the pseudoscientific p A
ﬁl:l:,ﬂm;:: ‘Iln th:l‘r“ :::u’:uﬂti'u: of hunting. It is  ganda that women have always been the inferior

men o

's work In  second sex. A S
simply. o, Sdress 1:-.- buﬂﬂgefdﬁ:::;iy has Since the rise of the n:;mt:‘ 8 i‘ﬂiﬁoﬁ; have -
its proper place an ﬂ;l:r ed: even man's work of hunt- some wumm writers : [h:g 5 : Pm oy
women's w0 eived a fully rounded appreciation. The  become so MPAPEC N FUl b inistc conclua
(g 1ak X4 { aspect of the human hunting band  that mwthp;vlnm'hl‘ﬂ hem the Gopres
most importan! Pﬂ:th an's capacity for brute force SN prers ; 1 soclety but th
was not connected with m oush 1o sple soiler palacrRl B

or even with increasing the food supply as su omran history. According

s the qualltative advance made BY WCP PUE L or subjugated to th
W uls In achleving a working collaboraton with - FEC ORI )
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{ Jg : fribution to the History of the Trotskyist Movement
e Chapter 9: Those Who Died So
That the International Might Live

We have intentionally devoted this work, above all,
to the Trotskyist movement's activity in the area of the
ory, politics, and organization relative to almost a hall-
X century of greal events — and to the problems these events
i 8 have raised in the course of constructing a revolulionary-
3 3 Marxist leadership and revolutionary-Marxlst parties in
' every country. We have seen how difficult it is to make

progresas on the the-:_nrtlh:al and political level. how thls
is possible only at the price of incessant internal de-
bate and discussion, of analysis and reanalysis. But
ideas, programs, and organizations are created by people
and are kepl alive by people. Only in passing have we
mentioned the names of the Trotskyist movement's mil-
itants.

What books could be written on such a subject! Con-
ditions have been far harsher for Trotskyisis than for
Any other working-class tendency —bourgeols repression
being generally & stimulus, while the repression exercised
against Trobkyists within their own class, very often
_by sincerely revolutionary workers misled by bureau-
gﬂh who were backed by a powerful workers stale, has
_pu.lhed many able revolutionists into situations where
they could not give the best of themselves.

Trotsky's name, to which is inseparably linked thai
of his companion Natalla, towers over the names of all
!lm?u who joined the movement he created, and is again
beginning to be as celebrated as it was in the heroic days
of the revolution. But how many others are there whose
names remain stained In the eyes of the workers by the
Stalinist slanders, or who remain unknown to the pew
e generations! The Trotskyist movement itself has generally

been very modest about those who fought for the vie-
tory of Its program. History will little by little, interna-
g and [n every country, give them their aue.

i _Anuﬁu-._r result of Stalinism's Implacable persecution of
- the Trotskyists was the confusion and intimidation it sowed
- In many people over a long period. This drastically re-

- duced the movement's periphery of friends and sympa-
- thizers—a periphery that all vanguard movements need.
e Thus we also pay homage to those who were our friends
G :ﬁ such adversity, as well as to the revolutionary leaders
ulm tame oul of the Communisi International and its
L2 who, although they did not march with us all
:-ﬁ! Y urﬂhad lt:iiﬂermm with us, remained faithful
: use of world rev
R olution to the end of their days.
- Alfred and Marguerite Rosmer, in whose home .

_ %m of the Fi:urth International was he]dfht i

g, pector, founder of
' movement. 2K of the Canadian Trotskyist

_ H. Stockflsch (Hersch Mendel), fighter in the 1905 and
- 1017 Russian revolutions, who founded the Polish Trotsky-
~ Istmovement, to which he won Isaac Deuischer.
-#me' Bssassinated by the GPU during the Spanish
- The former leaders of the Germ
 Paul Frahlich, Arkad| Maslow, Hug:nl}:::;z;':lmt el
 André Marty, who established fraternal contacts with

i al 1 the French Communist '
-ﬁ:}nﬁn Baird, Labour party M.P., who was ﬂwil:r:r;yn

| |

N T RO R :

Y
R S

il

uh: p;rlfldpmed in founding
= .ﬂ
amme concentration camp. who dled In the Neuen-

an Malal %ho In 1914 was, with Sneevlie
_ ¥ L, & found-
of the revolutionary soclalist movement in Indonesia,

In.

i actlon during the guerrilla fighting following
There follows a very Incomplete liat of th

_ a o8¢ who carri
e ‘the banner of Trotskylsm, and who died in h::lr:

018 dl Bartolomeo (Foaco), Italian Communist work.

exile In France during the fascist regime, partic-

: of forty-four.
A'g_ wmam|ﬂ;:q fnnlh gochen (1926-1964), a leader of the
-ﬁg i in Argentina i the 1940s, leader
_ hm 4 outh. A student at the Facully of Law
L  Flata, he organized a Marxist oppositi
clalist party, and joined th e W he
e e Trofskyist movement in
6. e 18505 he worked in factory and became
o onist unions. Imprisoned for 8ix months
#97. Linked to the struggle in other Latln

ntries, in 1963 he formed a pnillkul—mmlaﬁmﬂi“n

1 o 1‘“ Hﬂﬂﬁ duf{ﬂ]’ an leu’.ﬂn. Iy Eroup

This s thefourteenth and final installment of our lrans-
lation of Plerre Frank's The Fourth International: A Con-

Fernando Bravo, leader of the Bollvlian teachers, rep-
resentative of the Bollvian POR [Partido Obrero Rey-
olucionario] to congresses of the International, died in
the line of duly.

Josel Frey (1882-1957), prior to 1914 editor of the
Vienna Arbeiterzeitung, president of the Vienna Councll
of Soldlers in the 1918 revolution, broke with Otto Bauer
and Fritz Adler 1o Join the CP, expelled from the latier

in 1927 as a Trotskylst,

José Agdirre Gainsborg, Bollvlan revelutionist In exlle,
leading member of the Chilean CP; foundér of the

Bolivian POR in 1934 —which he armed theoretically;
for many years lived In exile and in prison; dled at the
age of thirty-four.

Jules Henin (1882-1964), miner, member of the Parti
Ouvrier Belge (Belglan Workers party) from 1805, one
of the frst Belgian Communlists in 1919, founder of the
Trotskylst organization in 1927, one of the leaders of the
Charlerol miners' strlke (1932), as a result of which
he was Imprisoned; conducted underground activity dur-
Ing the war; member of the Control Commission of the
Fourth International for many years.

Marcel Hic, Joined the French Trotskyist movement
(POl and Jeunesse Léninistes) in 1933 at the age of
eighteen; rebuilt the French organization and published
la Vérité starting in August 1940; secretary of the French
section during the occupation, he participated In the
founding of the European Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
national; arrested In 1943, he was distinguished by his
courageous aftifude In the Dora concentration camp,
where he dled.

Joseph Jakobovic (1915-1943), leader of the Austrian
group Gegen den Strom [Against the Stream| under the
Hitler occupation; tried in October 1943 for high treason
and for encouraging disaffection In the armed forces,
condemned to death and executed.

Zavis Kalandra, communist historian, denounced the
"Moscow trlals” in 1936; secrelary of the Czechoslovaklian
section of the Fourth International, he was arrested and
executed in 1950 by the Stalinlsts as a "spy”; was re-
habilitated during the "Prague Spring.”

Rose Karsner (1880-1968), Joined the U.S. Socialist
party al the age of elghteen; in 1909 was secretary of the
magazine The Masses; participated in the founding con-
gress of the U.S. Communist party in 1921, devoted
hersell to the defense and ald of the victims of repression
(notably the Sacco-Vanzeiti case); in 1928 participated
in founding the Trotskylst organlzation in the United
Stales, 1o which she devoted herself completely until the
end of her 1ife.

Franz Kascha (1909-1843), leader of the Ausirlan
group Gegen den Strom during the Hitler occupation;
fried in October 1943 for high treason and for encourag-
Ing disaffection In the armed forces, condemned to death
and execuled.

Rudolf Klement, young German Trotskylst, secretary
to Trotsky, assassinated in France by the GPU in 1938
on the eve of the founding congress ol the Fourth Inter-

national, to the preparation of which he h
e ¢ had devoted

Abraham Leon (1918-1944), born In Warsaw, broke
with Zlonism and wrote The Jewisk Question: A Marxist
Interpretation; at the beginning of the war jolned the
Belgian Trotskylst organization, of which he became the
maln organizer; participated In founding the European
Secretarial; arreated In June 1944, he died in the Auschwitz
conceniration camp in September 1944,

Léon Lesoll (1892-1942), soldier in the Belgian Mis-
sion in Russia during the first world war, he came out
for the October Revolution; one of the founders of the
Belgian Communist party; became a member of Its Cen-
tiral Committee In 1923: then prosecuted for “plotting

agalnst the security of the slale’; founder of the Belglan
Trotskyist organization in 1927; leader of the miners'
strike In the Charlerol Basin In 1932: delegate to the
founding congress of the Fourth Internntlun.a]; arrested

1 I, died In the Neuengamme
: C
in 1842, B oncentration camp

César Lora, leader of the Bolivlan miners at
XX mine; assassinated July 19,
troopa.

B. Mallikarjun Rao, participated In the rev
movemen! as a student In Andhra and then
and became active In the Irade-union movement: one of
the founders In 1941 of the Mazdoar Trulnk}rh:t party
of India; In 1942 parlicipated in the uprising againsi
British Imperialism, went underground, was arrested in
1844 and sentenced to two years in prison; in 1947-48
took part In the guerrilla movemen! against the Nizam
of Hyderabad until this principalitly was integrated Intn
the Indian Unlon: elected to a irade-union post In 1949:
arresled anew in 1959 for his role in the cl'fU~au;\-lct:
sirike in Andhra Pradesh; In 1965 was member of th
arganizing commHlee of the Socialist Workers party Hn‘i
dian section of the Fourth International): died in 1966
aﬂfr more than thirty years of militant aclivllsm.

Sherry Mangan {Patrice), American author and
nalist; a Trotskyist since 1934; participated in lhtj-ﬂ::l-‘l
vity of the Freneh Trolskylst organization undrr. IJ:.:-

the Siglo
1865, by Barrienlos's

olutionary
in Bombay,
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occupation, expelled from France by Pétaln;

ma
llalson among the underground Eroups durlng E:‘M
reduced to very difficult living condltlons by Hcﬂar:ﬁ

lsm; participated in clandestine work in F
the Algerian revolution; member of the I;r:ltll:uhg-n
leadershlp for many years; died In 1961 at the Bge ﬂﬁ?.
Jean Melchler, one of the founders of fa Véritd 1 Iﬂiﬂ:
editor of Unser Worf, organ of the German h““‘]ﬂlll.
in exlle;: arrested for this and held hoslage af the time
that France was occupled; one of the first hostages gy.
eculed; died at the age of 45.
Henrl Molinler (Marc Laurent), 18981944

&0
participated In the founding of la Vérité: carried umﬂ::!r.
missions with great discretion; In charge of milltary m:{.

ters for the PCI during the war; killed by a ghel] iy the
course of the fighting for the liberation of Parls. '

Moulin, German Trolskyist, killed by the GPU during
the civil war in Spain.

Pantelis Poullopoulos, prosecuted for his activity in the
Greek army In 1922; translated Das Kapital inio Greek:
delegate of the Greek CP to the Fifth Congress of the
Communist International; secretary of the CP in 1825
expelled as a Trotskyist in 1927; secretary of the Gmu:
Trotskylist organization; went underground following the
Metaxas coup d'¥fat in 1936: arrested in 1839, shot as
a hostiage by the Italians in 1943 at the age of 43; made
8 speech to the Italian soldiers while facing the firing
squad.

Art Preis (1911-1964), American Trotskyist; a student
at the University of Ohio, he founded the Free Voice,
which was later banned: in 1933 he organized the up-
employed In Toledo, then organized employed workers
into trade unions and was a member of the Toledo CIO
Councll; from 1940 on, he was labor editor of The Mili
tant; author of Labor's Giant Step: Twenty Years of the

CIO, a history of the American trade-union movement
from 1929 to 1955.

Ignace Reiss (Ludwlig), Polish communist, hero of the
civil war during the Russian Revolution; one of the prin-
cipal leaders of the Sovlet Union's special services; in
1836, following the first "Moscow trial,” broke with S{alin-
lsm and returned his medals, declaring, "I am jolning
Trotsky and the Fourth International”; assassinated by
the GPU a few weeks later near Lausanne.

Wolfgang Salus, voung Czechoslovakian communist,
participated in founding that country’s Trotskylst move-
ment in 1929 at the age of 18; dled in exlle after having

contributed (o the reorganization of the Czechoslovakian
movement after the war,

Leon Sedoff (1905-1938), Trotsky's son, expelled from
the CPSU In 1927; from that time on devoted his life to
helping Trotsky in the latter's work; a defendant along
with Trotsky in all the "Moscow trials® In which he was
sentenced to death: died myE&teriously in Parls, most as-
suredly assassinated by the GPU. :

Henri Sneevliet (1883-1942), Dutch working-class lead-
er, founder of the Indonesian soclalist movement in 1914
then of the Indonesian CP In 1920; that party’'s delegull".'
to the Second Congress of the Communist International;
representative of the Communist International to the Chi-
nese CP; broke with Stalinism; leader of the Dutch trade-
union confederation NAS; imprisoned in 1932 for his
support of a sailors’ mutiny; founder of the RSAP; ar-
rested during the war; shot by the Nazls on Aprtl‘ﬁ‘
1942; his heroic death has been held up as an example
In his country.

Chen Tu-hsiu (1879-1942), professor at the University

of Peking, one of the leaders of the democratic revolution
of 1911; founder of the Chinese CP, ol which he was
secrefary from 1920 to 1927; joined the Trotskylst Op-
position; seized by the Kuomintang In 1932 and sen-
tenced lo thirteen years In prison, freed on parole In 1937,
died In 1942, His memory Is stlll slandered today by
the leadership of the Chinese CP.

Tha Thu Thau, founder of the Vietnamese Trotskyist
movement, leader of the Salgon workers In the years
preceding the war and Imprisoned during the war. Freed
in 1946, he disappeared mysieriously shortly thereafter,
probably assassinated by the Sialinlsts.

Tl’lerre Tresso (Blasco) (1893-1943), member of the
Central Commiilee and the Political Bureau of the Itallan
CFP from 1925, pariy delegate to congresses of the Com-
munist International; expeHed as a Trotskyisi In 1830
was active as an exile In France: participated in the Ind:
ership of the Ligue Communiste, in the Copenhagen Con-
rfrencc in 1832, and In the founding congress of the
Fourth International; condemned to ten years al forced
labor during the war by the Marsellles military court;
placed In the Puy prison, he was liberated along wlll':
all the others by the resistance forces; shortly thereafter,

as was the case with other Trolskylsts, he disappeared

while wilh Lthe resista
. nce forces, in all likeli
AR-
sinated by the Sialinlsts. + g

Joseph Vanzler (John G. Wr

al I{un—a_r-:l University, Jolned the American Trotskylst
organization In 1928, transiated numerous works by
'rotsky, died in 1956 at the age of 52
Paul Wenlley |
France under th

Ight), student In chemistry

(Widelin), German Trotskyist, editor In
¢ occupation of the paper Arbeiter und
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4 shol. e S
“"%‘?N- PBraun), Tfﬂtlkrulﬂ Mﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬁi
T
T the elvil war in Spaln.
.-.-“ﬂi":mond Dunne (1889-1070), joined the In.
of the World (TWW) at the age of 17;
U. 5. Communist party In 1819 and,
fouf ated In the founding of the U. 8. Trotaky-
;-1!‘5?:;3: }ﬂ the head of the great Minneapolls team-
yt mover {n 1934, which was a forerunner of the mighty
e mﬁ; upsurge of the following years. In 1938 par-
pdet uln discussions with Trotsky preparatory to the
wﬂﬂ congress of the Fourth International. Impris-
hﬂm{ul for sixteen months,
oped 10 Decoux (1910-1870), Belgian miner and exem-
Emlle fitant for thirty-seven years. Jolned the Jeune
plary ';',,,uu:tt (Sociallst Young Guard) in 1834, then
parde section of the Fourth International. Fulfilled
e Bmﬁuncﬂu ns during the perlod of clandestinity,
anujon*’ (1913-1970), became active in the Italian
Libero (he fasclst regime, when It was lllegal. Expelled
ﬂuﬂdﬂcr in 1938 for having criticized the "Moscow
from 'th;:m“d in 1943, he was freed when Mussolinl
frials dmitted to the CP, he was soon expelled for erit-
Rea olicy of class collaboration. Jolned the Trotaky-
: firing the Enl in 1945. A teacher, he held various posi-
5 U:Th: teachers' union. Editor of Bandiera Rossa

yeveral years.
Georg Moltved (1881-1871), Danish doctor; at the turn

. longed to a petly-bourgeois party, de-
‘im!du:::r:;db;!arium. contributed to intellectual pe-
 After 1833, aided the German antifascist ref-

{n his counfry. In 1943, under the occupation,

| a3 one of the main leaders of the illegal CP for the
| ngion porth of Copenhagen. Alter the war, he was op-
to the CP's accepling ministerial posts in the gov-
gnment and fo the CP's reformist policy. Expelled in
{950, Joined the Fourth International in 19556. Trans-
m' The Revolution Betrayed Inio Danish, wrote biog-
rsphies of Lenin and Trotsky, often presented Trotsky-
il viewpolnls on the radlo. Recognized in his country
a5 an eminent persomn, Moltved was a man of great in-

from Pathfinder Press

THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED

by Leon Trotsky

"Because of the wealth of its ideas and ifs
imaginative force, this has become one of
the seminal books of this century.”— Isaac
Deutscher, The Prophet Quicast _

In Trotsky's most exhaustive analysis of
soclal forces that gave birth to Stalinism
in the Soviet Union he takes up virtually
every aspect of Stalin's foreign and domes-
tic policy, contrasting all aspecis with so-
cialist norms. 308 pp., $5.95

Reform

473pp., $3.95
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Penh Freney, ex- Trotskyist, now work- gk ol
| :atifu an apologist for Stalinism onthe
of the Communist Party of Australia's

o newspaper "Tribune”, has establish-
wquita A reputation in his letters to the
i It;;r of DIRECT ACTION, As readers

RECT ACTION have now become
E‘:E‘fﬁivﬂy tired of his contributions, he

sation.

for one

] it

y's secretary In Norway, assassinated by 8 Trouky

ROSA L UXEMBURG SPEAKS

by Rosa Luxemburg

edited with an introduction by

Mary-Alice Waters

This collection reveals Luxemburg’s broad
range of political, economic, scientific, social,
and aesthetic interests. Murdered by German
counterrevolutionaries in 1919 because of
the impact she had on the German masses,
Luxemburg was one of the foremost Marx-
ist theoreticians and fighters. Includ‘ed
or Revolution, The Mass St‘nkf.
cialism and the Churches, The Junius Pam-
phlet, and What Is Economics?

Freney’s Letter to Himself

evidence l;l'_ 5
from
'T b mﬂﬂ:he letter - in fact he

admitted it to me

Lea\rin% aside the
5 own

what did Denis object to 9 strong 25
actual statement
unprincipled positon

and Indefatigable militant, for & long time
Rouen. Durling the alone in delending Trotskylsm in
g  (he Algerian war, In legal and extralegal
vities, he began 1o bulld a resurgence of the move
o ITM_ young people who, in the aftermath of
b s e, 2o e provics
&% 10 Roved bons h:mmunhh. A cell of rallroad work-
Bt name. He was named honorary
&n of the second natlonal congress of the Ligue
Communiste, held in Rouen.
m}mh Eduardo Merlino (Nieolau) (1947-1871), Bra-
-h—:“r J:zngh; l:l::slnl.ludﬂlu July 1971 by the repres-
tant in B ntry. Began his activity as a mil-
¢ sfudent organifations In Sanios, then in news-
paper circles in S840 Paulo, constantly filing the role
of Inspirer and leader. In 1968 Joined the Partido Ope-
rério Comunista (POC — Workers Communist party), in
which he rapidly rose to a leading position. His expe-
rlences led him to the positions of the Fourth Interna-
tional. He organized an opposition for which he wrote
theses on national and International questions. Shortly
after his clandestine return to 840 Paulo from a visii
of several months In France, he was arrested, tortured,
and murdered.

Toméas Chambl, member of the Central Commitiee
of the Partido Obrero Revoluclonario (POR — Revolution-
ary Workers party, Bolivian section of the Fourth Inter-
national), Imprisoned during the Barrientos-Ovando die-
tatorship, freed when the dictatorship ended; he fell In
combai while leading & column of poor peasants from
the La Paz region In the battle against ithe Banzer coup
d'état. On his body was found a note, writien in his own
hand, a kind of testament by this militant whose sole
possession was his revolutionary conviction: "l am a
member of the Partido Obrero Revolucionario, which
taught me to be brave and to fight in a just cause. For
national liberation, and forward to the final victory!”

Peter Graham (1945-1971), young Irish revolutionary;
started oul as a member of the Connolly Youth, rapidly
developed towards Trotskyism, became a member of the

THE THIRD INTER
LENIN
by Leon Trotsky

introduction by Gus Horowliz
Labeling Stalin's thesis of "socialism in one
country” as a cover for the developing bu-

reaucracy within the S
illustrated how this th
within the internationa

ment. This work, written in 1928, is basic
for understanding the current policies of the
Union and of Communist parties

Soviet

throughout the
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clallsts In Dub _ London where he joined
the International Marxist Group (IMG — Britsh section
of the Fourth Infernational) and was a member of the
editorial stafl of The Red Mole Barely returned to Dublin
for the purpose of building an Irish section, he was as
sassinated under circumstances that have not as yet been %
clarified. The IRA and all the militant organizations of i,
the Irish sociallst movement pald homage (o his memory.

Luis Pujals (1942-1971), young Argentinian revalution-
ist, joined the Palabra Obrera group in 1961, A founding
member of the PRT in 1964, Elected member of the Cen-
tral Committee at the Second Congress of the PRT; later
elected to I8 Executive Committee. In charge of political
and military affairs for the Buenos Alres region. Arrested

Stpttmbtr 17, 1971, he was sent by the authorities to

Rosario and brought back 1o Buenos Aires on September

22, at the very momen! the authoritiea were denying that

he was In custody. According to all indications, he died

under torture.

In ending this mott incomplete 1lat at this point with

the observation thal the losses of the Trotskyists, rela-

live 1o their number, are probably greater than those

of all other tendencles In the working-class movement,

let us remember once again the exceptional pleiad of
revolutionists who orlginated the movement, the Savist
Trotskylsts, who stood up agains! all persecutlon until

the day that Stalin declded on their total extermination.

The story of their struggle at Vorkuta, of (among others)

the great hunger strike conducted by more than a thou-

sand prisoners for 132 days (from October 1936 (o March

1937), In the course of which many perished, has come

down to us through eyewlinesses returned (rom the

camps.42 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn in the First Circle has

given their herolc eénd a suitable place in the great |i-

erature of the world.

To their memory, and to the memory of all those who
died fighting for the Fourth International, | dedicate this
boak.

42 e f;‘hdif"!f?'h‘ nternotionale, SO
l. Deutscher, The Prophet Oulcast, pp

17, December 1962; and

413-19
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DEMOCRACY AND REVOLUTION

by George Novack

“In this eminently readable book, the author
has made a valuable contribution to the
study of the evolution of democracy. . - -
It should be especially attractive to young
students of Marxism.” — Library Journal
This first comprehensive view of democracy
written by a Marxist traces the evolution
of democracy through the successive slages
of precapitalist and bourgeois socleties. The
author outlines the prospects for sociallst
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dm';'-";mgm of "Err ibunceT .mln f}‘f inul; %mtcﬂﬁeﬁ?;wﬂh& hgm ure mﬁﬁruﬁgﬁfﬁﬁﬁc& ff make Freney -gf:;l:ﬁtp ﬁhﬁsm mm
: ebruary 20 - 26 : d ate wright" to maintain a - tivists  ralian 1563 © :
in ite'ir letlug L‘f:r]um: fah:tl:itt:;e“l’?ﬁs:n s accﬁpti: Hjsg;asl:t: . f‘: Freney calls Egﬁ::ﬁi::‘; ;cmluglﬂn;gi:: :;:nm big brothers, ‘hﬂl.h y balng apart of a

J‘“—;mhte N.S.W, The letter contains Ihl!inf;’“: of lies. 1f he insists, Enm&g . head. They should not support any con- _genm:l:z:‘ﬂg}: ote. promd Of ook {nteke.
B 10 St e S e GoCel that the Cﬂfﬁﬁﬂlﬂﬂmw cessiont wietiad ﬁ,w“’“m bistorical pre-  national afiiliations, Howsver, ifit'sa
:W‘E?F 1':11111.- pluhi ished in Ne\tr" York, EE :;.wt]lg ?Eiiﬂcll analysis. cedent when he piuullyplﬂdﬁ the consen-  matter of being I‘ﬂ ST A
milll;mg‘ 1€ viewpoint of revolutionary B .Tﬁcmﬂﬂm hdﬁ:’:' sus of the ‘qﬁm‘m\“g,

ea IRECT of imme . ¢ was
our stand in favour Of IMIFRC o0, & @ In 1918 when the Soviet republic was
Dtl‘i.i Fre DEY 1t one of the "I-"['}’ {ew Em\val ﬂ.l E" usﬂmm ﬁ& fm to ﬂgﬂﬂ m"umlww
P9le In the CPA who read IP, Thereis  as the only P'i“_ipl'c g : g T < S

Freney outlined
his defence of his party's

right of the Viemam-

_determination, that it support-
s, P Nixon sign the Oct-

The Vietmamese have a sTmn pointed at
agreement they were forced by

democracy and critically examines the post-
capitalist countries from the Soviet Union
to Cuba.; 28Bpp., $2.95

the German Social Democrats use the
same grounds as Freney does to defend

oppasite stand;

CP had "al- their support of the agreement, The

Bolsheyiks replied: "You swine. We are
objectively compelled to negotiate in
order not to be annihilated, but as for
you - you are politically free to vote for
or against, and your vote implies whether
or not you place confidence in your own

oisie, " Presumably Frene€y and the
CPA place their confidence in the

bourgeoisie.

the

."* (emphasis in

gned the peace
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BY RAY SLOBODNIUK

Michae Somare's National Coalition
has now held together for some eleven
months and although a little sha h} it
will probably lead Papua-New Guinea
to self government and independence.
The politics of this coalition have b!?-
come extremely clear-heavy committ-
ment to imperialism is beyond doubt,
[ts aftitude to the penetration of Austra-
lian, Japanese and US capital into
Niugini is well known, as is its open
hostility to the secessionist movemcenis
in Bougainville, the Gazelle peninsula
(East New Britain) and the Highlands,
Although the general course of Somare's
coalition has been clear for some fime,
it is only recently that events have

thrown the whole concept of independence

into public view. For the new Labor
government in Australia, committed (o
a rapid transition towards independence,
the recent crisis in the National Coal-
ition, (precipitated by a statement by
Mr. Morrison that independence would
be a reality by late 1974), was a rude
shock. The capitalist press in Australia
commented that there was concern in
the Labor Govemment and this
reflected itself in Whitlam backing
down and extending the date of "formal
independence" till late 1975, thus succ-
essfully taking some pressure off Somare,

There is good reason for the concern
that Whitlam, Barnard and Morrison are
showing, The National Coalition is not
ag strong as they would like and is still
divided over a whole number of issues.
The border dispute with Queensland is
still to be solved. The economy of PNG
is still very backward. But potentially
the mos t dangerous issue is that of nat-
ional unity and the demands for secession
currently coming from Bougainville, the
Gazelle Peninsula and various regions of
the Highlands. Whilst Whitlam, Morrison
and Somare have continnally attacked
any idea of secession, it is only recently
that we have been given any inkling of
how they intended to prevent it, From
the press coverage of the recent visits to
Niugini by Whitlam, Barnard and
Morrison, it is clear that they expect a
clash between the secession ist forces and
the centralgovernment, and want no
direct part in it, Barnard has stressed that
er no circumstances could the P.I. R,

(Pacific Islands Regiment, an extension
of the Australian Army) be used in civil
conflicts, He also announced that after
independence Australia would subsidize
any Army that PNG decided to maintain,
and that Austalian officers would be
seconded to it,so that it is likely that a

similar policy would follow independence.

Already a number of solutions have been
advanced to the problems of secession,
A Bougainville member of the PNG parl-
lament Mr. Paul Lapun, has suggested
the formation "of a federation of regions
with specific powers of their own within
PNG".Lapun, who apparently has dis-
cussed the idea with the three other
Bougainvillian parliamentarians, is firmly
committed to Somare, and has attempted
10 channel the demands of the secession-
ist forces into a bourgeois parliamentary
fystem, which shall never proyide solut-
1ons to the problems of national Oppress-
ion to which the secessionist forces
basicallyaddressthemselves -

Another approach has been d

Ulf Sundhausen, a lecturer Tﬁic?
at the university of PNG. According to
a February issue of the "Nation Review",
Sundhausen "called for the creation of a
strong army in PNG with direct Tepres-
entation in cabinet” - the cabinet rep-
resentation would be constitutiona Iy
guaranteed, The main role of such an
army, which Sundhausen attempts to
cover with a lot of specious propositions
would be to smash any secessionist move-
ments and forcibly unite the coun

under threat of military dictatorship,

Since Australia will be heavil -
ted 1o maintaining the PNG arrn‘;ro?:;it
"Sydney Moming Herald” 2771/73)
under present conditions, Sundhausen's
rather blatant integration of the milit.
ary and government is out of the ques-
tion. However, the need for a military
force Lo prevent post self- government
secession is accepted by the Labor
gu:-emment. There can be no other
mterpretation of the s estio ade by
Barnard and Morrison EI;EEI: a puﬂz;ﬁf&rﬁ}
unit independent of both the police and

the army be established in PNG,

In the "Australian", dated 2172173

Alan Ramsey reported: "the prime role
of the new elite force of 1, 000 men
will be to help bring about an orderly
change-over to independent rule during
the next three years,” According to
Ramsey the new unit will be modelled
on the Police Field Force operating in
Malaysia, and Mr Morrison 'I'in::ismd
that the new force be established by
August-September this year." Ramsey
continued: "Recruits for the new lorce
will come from the army and police, It
will be broken into small units to Oper-
ate in the villages and major tribal arcas
and along the border with West Irian, ®

Ramsey said that Mr Morrison "believes
that the new force will act as a bulfer
between police and army, and prevent
either being used in civil disturbances.
The power of police will be restricted

to the towns - the army would remain
strictly a defence force. The Aust-

ralian government also feels that this
would restrict the likelihood of either
the police or army being used in any

attempt at military coup, "

What will restrain this new elite Ram-
sey does not mention, but obviously its
existence would pose a very serious

threat to any type of democracy in the
post independence period, Although

not happy about not being consulted
earlier, Somare has fallen into line since.
Ramsey claims the idea "has the full
backing of the Australian and PNG gov-
ernments, "

Whatever the ofigins of this scheme,
whether a heritage of the Liberal govern-
ment or a Whitlam brainchild, it is
essential that its real purpose be exposed.
It presents a dangerous and direct threat
to any secessionist movement that exists

Michael Sum;r;

and even more importantly, in the cop.
text of Somare's firm adherence to two
party bourgeois government, a threat to
any future extra-parliamentary ict’t-wing
oppositions which might develop in PNG.

Black Strikers Shake Apartheid Regime

Strikes involving more than 50, 000 Black
and Asian workers swept Durban, South
Africa's third largest city;during the first
weeks of February, The strikes represen-
ted the most significant outburst of prot-
est from SouthAfrica'sl5 million Blacks
since 1960, when police murdered scores
of Black demonstrators at Sharpeville,

According to the February 4 New York
Times, "The touble began ,,. when

[abo urers at a large brickworks walked

out and refused to return unless they were
paid more. They retumned after being
promised a weekly increase of $4 that
brought the weekly minimum at the
factory to about $16.

"Meanwhile, other workers - mostly
Zulus, men and women, and some Asians
- began to walk off the job in textile
factories, engineering workshops and
other industrial plants, One was the
city's biggest bakery, Others affected
by stoppages included the Pepsi-Cola
bottling company and some of the

city's luxury hotels,

The militancy of the Durban workers has
been paralle led by strike action in other
South African cities. In Johannesburg,
Pretoria and Cape Town bus drivers,

building labowrers and dockworkers
have walked out,

On February 5 workers in Durban's drain-
age, roads, and electricity departments
walked off the job, They were joined

by almost all the-municipality's 16, 000
nonwhite workers,

Striking Blacks took to the streets in sup-
port of their demand., "A procession of
strikers, many of the Zulu workers, march-
ed on city hall waving clubs and clenched
fists." the February 6 Washington Post
reported.

On February 7 the police, bolstered by
reinforcements brought in from Pretoria,
and armed with clubs and tear gas, attack-
ed a crowd of 200 Bla cks in an industrial
section of Hommarsdale, about 25 miles
from Durban, that had been closed down
by strikes, These workers had broken
away from arally of 7,000 Blacks in a
residential section of Hammarsdale,
Hundreds were arrested for "incitement"
and'disturbing the peace," According to
the New York Times, "Policemen armed
with riot guns and accompanied by dogs
continued to patrol the residential and
factory areas.”

On February 8, Durban's mayor, Ron
Williams, threatened to fire any city
employee who did not return to work
the following day. Faced with this
ultimatum, and with the prospect of

a long strike without pay, the municip-
al workers decided at mass meetings to
return to work. The Durban City Council
has promised the workers an immediate
15 percent pay increase, This would
give the lowest paid workers an increase
of $2.30 a week.

A Reuters despatch quoted a textile

worker as saying that the men were going
back "because we are hungry, and not
because we have accepted the new wages, "

.r.- {
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Police club black worker in Durban

Th=z central issue in the strikes was the
starvation wages paid to nonwhite work-
ers. The municipal workers, for instance,
demanded a $13 increase to $30 per week,
scarcely more than the poverty line set
by the South African government for a
family of five, About 80 percent of
South Africa's Black industrial workers
are paid less than this miserable govern-
ment standard. According to the Feb-
ruary 4 New York Times, "many were
being paid a minimum wage of about

$60 per month - half the poverty line
figure," White workers, on the average,
earn $475 per month,

Furthermore, spiraling inflation contin-
uously erodes the already abject living
standard of nonwhite workers.

The low wages paid Black workers are
the foundation of South Africa's capital
""prosperity," The apartheid regime has
sought to preserve a supply of cheap labor
for the ruling class by depriving Blacks
of political rights and forcing them onto
"reserves, "' and by making it illegal for
them to form unions or to go on strike.

The militant strikes have sharpened the
divisions in South Africa's ruling circles.
Even Prime Minister Vorster felt it neces-
sary to utter some democratic homilies
to placate the strikers: " They (employ-
ers) should not view their workers merely
as units working s0 many hours a day, but
also as human beings with a soul"!

His underlings, however, took a harder
line, Minister of Labor Marais Viljoen
blamed the National Union of Students
and the all-white Trade Union Council for
"agitating" the Black workers. In Viljoen's
view, Blacks are a simple folk who are
more than satisfied to live on fifteen
dollars a week as long as they are not
stirred up by subversive whites, He wamed
that "the Government cannot countenance
the use of wage demands to bring about
disorderliness prejudicial to the order of
the state, "

According to the Rbruary 6 Washington
Post, "Viljoen said that however necessary
wage increases in the private sector might
be, they could only be made if employers
were able to pay. Compulsory increases,
he wamed, might force factories to close
down, creating unemployment, "

Critics of the regime, on the other hand,
felt that it was time to introduce some
reforms into the apartheid system.

Sir de Villiers Graaf, head of the oppos-
ition United party, told South Africa's
parliament, "Common humanity, common
sense, and our very survival itself demand
that the plight of these people, and what
they are suffering as a result of higher liv-
ing costs, should be considered with the
greatest urgency, "

Jock Espie, secretary of the Trade Union
Council, said that the strike movement
was "gathering momentum of its own and
fast developing into an avalanche.” And
the Rand ['i.iit_:t Mall warned in an editcor=

ial, "The Zulus have brought home o
employers that they can no longer get
LYo Ay wWith iI-}";“-“"-IC_‘,?", | o '-.'.Iﬁl..".:r ]
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ions of March approach,

M F;HIL:;:: for the campaign of the
#EE; Workers Party (Partido Socialista
wlmTﬂbljﬂdmdPST-} anl:.l the Workers
:ﬂﬂt (Frentnﬁbrem} is causing worry to the
feronist trade union tureaucracy. There

more than 2,300 candidates using the
;:ﬂm status of the PST, through the fml-m-
Jrion of the Workers Front, an elr_zcm
J(liance of working _claﬁs-and goclialist
aandidates, and their supporte 1s.

and concerted campaign is
iﬁf{ﬁd throughout the counfry to
fmiliarize thousands of people with the
demands that the PST and Workers Front
e raising. Speakers are :.:Cmtinualli,r
sddressing factory and nmghbm..n:hqnd meet-
T e there are leaflets being distributed

ind posters being pasted up everywhere,

{ central focus of the campaign at this
dme is on the fight for ‘111:::’1’::1&9:::&r wages.
[s the past year inflation was 6595 and the
wage increases that the E.mpICI}’E:S are
ntly offering are around 15%%. Since
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Slogan on wall calls for committees of support to the Workers Front campaign in facrories, unions and neighbourhoods

Argentina's first national election
campaign in ten years. It was in an
attempt to curb the rising level of mass
struggles, that the military dictatorship
decided to call the elections, All but
one of the nine parties running national
campaligns for the elections are assisting
in this process by telling the workers to
wait for the elections to solve their
problems, to redirect their energies

from strikes to getting the right party in
power, etc, The Peromist party is play-
ing this role particularly vigorously,

Only the PST is not breeding these illusions

in the elections. Their campaign is not
simply intended to get votes or win posts,

but to he]p mobilize the workers themselves
in struggle, It seeks to carry this struggle
from the plant level to the political level,
So far, they are the only candidates offer-
ing concrete support to the wage fight and
the PST/Workers' Front is playing a role
in all of the major struggles going on at
the moment. At the recent 50-hour strike
at theSomisasteelworks, where workers
formed their own STASA (Seidico de
Trabajadores Siderurgicos de Argentina -
Argentine Steelworkers Union) above the
heads of the existing union, the UOM
(Union Obrera Metalurgica - Metalworkers'
Union) whose leaders had consistently sold

the metropolitan area, and these are

LiF 1T 5 T Lot qni AN -
L e n AT e | etpadily growing in numbers and size,
out the workers' demands, the Workers steadily g g

Workers Struggles in Argentine Elections

Front played an active role in organizing
solidarity actions, and starting to Organizé
committees to collect provisions for the
strikers and putting out propaganda sup-
porting and explaining the background to
the strike,

This type of activity has eamed the
members of the PST and the Workers'
Front the reputation of being genuine
working class leaders.
reflected this,
there are seven local branches
PST in the city proper, and twenty in

eir growth has
EiT
[n Buenos Aires alone
:'! |-'_!._.__'
i
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French Communist League in Elections

[BY TONY THOMAS

The revolutionary socialists of the Comm-

i i ist Le : b ion of the Fourth
e military coup which removed Argentina's unist League (French section e Fo

last elected regime in 1966, the military
dictatorship has imposed settlements be-
tween workers and employers that

bve cut the workers' buying power by about
gee fourth in the last ten years.

The PST presidential candidate Juan Carlos
Coral has sent an open letter to the Con-
federacion General del Trabajo (CGT -
General Confederation of Labor), the all-
inclusive federation of Argentine unions
controlled by Peronist labor bureaucrais.
The letter was also addressed to Argentine
workers in general. It points out that most
parties are asking for workers' votes wn_'.h
the claim that they represent workers' in-
terests, but that promises are vague and
specific proposals lacking.

Therefore the PST proposed: 1) A general
Increase in wages of 50 percent and a min-
imum wage of §120per month. (The
present minimum is $64 per month, An
auto worker gets about $75.) 2)Nationaliz-
ation of all the monopolies and big
businesses, (At least half the parties, in-
cliding the Peronists, claim to be for
"socialism, ")

The PST letter calls on the workers to de-
mand that the CGT convoke a public ass-
embly where all the parties can be asked
t0 adopt this programme and pledge that
i elected they would carry it out. Finally
letter P]“dgts that whatever comes out
this suggestion, the PST will maintain
this position before and after the election
and will fight alongside the workers for
\iCreases of this magnitude in the curent
contract negotiations.

This letter has been printed in large pos-
0 and pasted up all over the country.

The €xceptional level of union activity
itthe moment comes in the middle of

Forum_ on
Palestine

Anniversary of El Karameh
1.30 PM, Sunday March 25

st George Hall, cnr Cooper
and Kippax Sts, Surry Hi ls,

Speakers: John Bechara, Arab
student activist.
Sol Salby, Israell born
anti-Zionist, International
Officer of the Australian
Union of Students,

Sponsored by Friends of Palestine.

[nternational) have launched an ambitious

campaign in the parliamentary elections
scheduled for March 4 and 11. The
Communist League will run candidates
for the French National Assembly in 133
of the 487 election disricts. Lutte Ouv-
riere (Workers Struggle), J.nc_lth-.tr social-
ist organization, whose gand1da tes the
League is supporting, will run candidates
in 176 other districts.

These candidates prﬂ'b.lbh"x'fiu not gif!
sufficient support fo participate in the
cecond round nunoff elections March 11,
In that race the Communist League had
decided to callfor a vote for ¢ ndidates
of the Union of the Left, an elc.c_tarald
bloc dominated by the Communist 2o

Socialist parties, although the League

ic critical of its platform and perspective.

. scale of the League's campaign was
E;a?:rra rally it h_f::ld to launch ili v
campaign in the Paris regict. Bnlzlnl-n.;,
6. 000 and 7,000 attended the rally
4t the Paris Sports Palace. &
covered by French television, ral rm,
and major newspapers. The rally
opened with a speech b:,*
of Lutte Duwi;n:. .:Ett
0 tte LTl ;
:f:f:troids::ﬁdniw against the banning of
:a Lutte Quvriere meeting.

Alain Krivine, the Communist League's
¢ andidate il:,&ﬂ-tglg
2lections, 2 ague :
;u‘it.md Daniel Bensaid spoke.

i d Bensaid attac
]lj:ﬁ'la:s 1 blind alley for the struggle for

gocialism 10 France.

Andre Fichaut

democracy in L
using as an illustration a

kers' strike :
’i::?irdcr of., He stressed the importance

of democratically
mittees,

the wor]-(CI'S m@\"ﬂﬂ'lﬂﬂt,

A Good Question

uestion was m}md by a
ts forum
ovite at a curranl even
ﬁilllﬁ:in Moscow in December. The

: 11
forum, described in the January d of

Anp interesting q

itog
Christian SCIERcs M“nnml ho answered
mﬁra‘s‘imn k300

questions from an audience ©
nWasn't it time O r._:all Mr. N;;::I:: aa
eriminal for decelving the people”,

questioner demanded,

citizens be dem o lenica st Niched oe

held
The mli\.' was

discussed the necessity of

controlled strike com=

a represen@ative
Communist League
he platform as an

o |
69 French presidentia

. leaders Andre Fn;h-
Both Kriv-
ked the Union of the

recent electrical
in Brest, which he had been

indicate tha
and sh:;:ls?ﬂ;cﬁ:f faped o mamese does not have the sup-
onstrating g4

- - il Al il ]
The final speaker was Ernest Mandel,
Belgian Marxist economist and 3 leader

of the Fourth International, Mande _'.i has
been banned from France since 1508, :
His appearance suprised the crowd, which
responded enthusiastc ally.

The Feb, 10 issue of "Rouge"”, a weekly
newspaper published by the LD}'—Z]H‘-I..T:.'..']:-.
league, carries a special section on the
Communist League's campaign in Rouen,
an industrial city innortheastern France

The Rouen campaign started with l“u!i_l,i.-
ing Jan. 11 and 20 antiwar F';O}}.Ilt.:.l'li-:.'_l 5
called by the Indochina bo_lm.lnr, i.-r-.-;l.=

a French antiwar organization, The .
Rouen candidates also addressed meetings
of hundreds on the campuses. .ﬂ-.».: c ...:-_LJ_:.:-
ates spoke on the breakdown of the instit-

-

i

Over the past month nmss'wc.studx:nt 5
protest actions have L"rlztpted in u:u:-unmn.—:.,
around the world, In Egypt - after l:he‘
overnment had closed down the uniyer-
sities for three weeks - mass st_uficnt d??:
onstrations had continued for five ’consh;.
utive days as of Fﬂht?ruag :Iznu{vh:s Tq:r L
marching stu
fsh?it:;u{vcgfw?' Meagnwhile Greek students

were pressing the first political challenge

k out
uLet the American people spea
nlI::rut Mr, Nixon, replied Mr. Smimov,
They re-elected him recently on a prom-
ise of peace. It wasup o them to influe-

nce their President,

d through-
Kremlin bureaucrats refuse

Etathe Vietpam war 10 call for world-
wide mass actions against the war.

i Moscow forum
question raised at tth:m liey of Ebavni

of the Vie

port of many Soviet citizens,

tions of French

jutlonary soCla

"freely

Worldwide Student Struggles

cociety and theé In 1bilin

the Union of the Left to provide

solution to the 5'-:-'~'r.-'>,:---._ M French work-

1nd student

il v} % Bo n revo
oTied INnat Chns y LALI 11 Y
'||_-r._ YW ETE |||!l":':_:'-1:'|‘_1. §
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coecial campaign paj :
r;m_c“:'I"_n,; ST.Tllg_;l.k' LOontinues ), Wil

distributed., "
25 meel

ind massively

Rouen campalgn had more than 2 1
ings scheduled for February, inc ]
1lies at factory gates and at public mar-

kets,

luding

A

to the military regime of General F:.'ip;ld-
opoulos, Thousands demonstrated in
downtown Athens February 16 aga tr::z:_t :
2 pew law permitting the drafting of any
dissident students, The Greek military .
dictatorship passed the law to try 1o crush
a two-week strike of 4,000 sf:udcnts _+t_
Athens Polytechnic, The strike called
for an end to repression and for student
voice in educational policies. )
ine signs in solidarity with ic Cree
Eﬁnﬁf mgt?w 20, 000 Belgian high scho-
ol students marched through Brussels

31 protesting the Belgian delfense
{i?:i.nsgy's pplla.u to abolish draft deferments,

In Canada, on the other hand, the isue
presently provoking protests across ;he‘ﬁ
country is government cu:ba_clﬁ in ¢ h::-
ent aid and education spending am
creases in tuition fees. Mass meﬁtmﬁs,m
building occupations and demonstra
over this issue haveoccurred !htﬂugh? utm
English Canada a8 well as in Quebec,
several places these student a-::tiw have
been led by the Young Socialists/Ligue
des Jeunes Socialistes, the revaluﬁm“ -
socialist youth organisation in Capada.
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AUSTRALIAN
LABOUR HISTORY

PART 5

THE
SCULLIN

1929~32

GOVERNMENT

BY PETER CONRICK

This is the fifth part of our series on lh:;':
history and development of the Australian
Labor Party. Previous articles dealt with
the origins of the ALP, Labor's fiyst years
in office, the war years and the :1]![1—-::011-
scription fight, and Labor in the 1920's.
R

In this instalment of our series we intend
to look at the fortunes of Australia's sec-
ond major Labor administration - the F -
emment of James Scullin. The complex
changes in the Labor movement that tock
place during the depression of the thirties
cannot be dealt with in this article. Our
purpose here is to mace the internal divis-
ions and splits of the Federal Labor Party
as they unfolded through the years of the
worst crisis Australian capitalism has yet
faced., The backdrop to this internal
break-up of the ALP, the mass movements
of umemployed and striking workers, and
the phenomenon of Langism, will be dealt
with in the next instalment,

The economic depression which overwhel-
med the n&vancngfapitalist world in the
early 1930s was of unprecedented magnit-
ude and intensity. Auwtralia, involved in
the cataclysm, was to be wracked by the
most profound social and economic crisis
in its history, It would be diffi-ult to
overestimate the significance of the dep-
ression for the Awstralian Labor movement,
which proved unable to cope with the
formidable challenges it encountered,
Workers' interests were not successf ully
defended by either the trade unions or

the Labor governments which were in
office in the Commonwealth and three
States, Under the impact of the crisis,
the effectiveness of the unions as the bas-
ic economic organisations of the working

class crumbled, and the political labour

movement was shattered, On the other
hand, the Commumist Party was to be-
come a real force in trade union life,

More than any other previous historical

example, the fortunes of the Scullin
Labor Government offer an wnparalleled

view of the class contradictions that £X-
i5t within the ALP, One of the decisive
factors in the demise of Scullin was his
refusal to take a clear stand on the bas-
ic issues of the right to strike, unemploy-
ment and welfare which confronted the
whole workforce during the depression,
Scullin at first opted for the opinions
of the conservative bankers against the
more radical Lang plan, then under
pressure from Labor caucus, adopted 2
mid-way position. His vacillation resul-
ted in the desertion of Labor's SUpporters
who had looked to the Party in crisis and
ended in splitting the ALP from left to
right, In Federal politics, Lyons stepped
to the vacuum as the new réprésentat-
tve of anti-Labor and from the 1eft of
Scullin Lang emerged to lead the NSW
Branch of the ALP into direct confrontat.
ion with the Federal Labor Party,

Prelude to A Crisis: In 1929 Labor won its.
most resounding Viclory ever in Australian
politics, From a weak and incffe ctive op-
position of twenty three in the Howe of
Representatives, Labor defeated the
muli Bruce -Piigl: coalition with an en-
majority. The General Elect
of 1929 followed the dissolution of them
House of Representatives only and Scullin
faced considerable limitations on his
ngmment's freedom of action, In the
nate, seven Laborites faced twenty-
aine Conservative opponents, and bill
after bill was thrown out. Timidity and

14

an irresponsible satisfaction with the pew-
ly won "fruits of office” saw the chances
of a double dissolution fade. So Labor's
office was restricted to negative govern-
ment rather than effective political pow-
er, In the long run it was this timidity
that prevented Labor following up on its
most resounding victory ever,

One of the first confrontations of the
depression was the Hunter Valley coalmin -
ers lock-out, Theodore, as deputy
leader of the labor Party had promised

as part of Labor's election campaign,
that the mines would be re-opened on

the men's terms within a formight of
being elected. Pressured bythe labour
movement at large, Scullin could
scarcely disavow this promise. However,
upon election, Scullin refused to force

the owners to re-open the mines, The
only excuse the Prime Minister could
make was that there was no "constitut ional
means' open to him to ensure a workers'
victory. Lang advised Scullin to "forget
the constitution,” but Scullin did not heed
this advice and the mine-owners triumph-
ed over the men. The New South Wales
industrial working class movement de-
nounced the Labor leader's treachery and
cowardice and thus laid the political bas-
is for the organisational split that occur-
red berween the Lang - controlled NSW
Branch and the centre faction of the Fed-
eral Party headed by Scullin,

On the other hand the Australasian Counc-
il of Trade Unions supported Scullin, his
Cabinet was undivided and only three
members of caucus expressed their oppos-
ition to his handling of the coal dispute,

The blatant sell-out of the Hunter valley
actions was the prelude to manyv similiar
concessions to bourgeois public opinion,
the press and conservative financial inter-
ests which the Scullin government was
prepared to accommodate,

Drift into Depression: Political instabil-

ity and the Intensilication of class confro-
ntations highlighted the serious problems
of the country, At the same time these
immediate conflicts diverted attention
dway from the worsening international
monetary crisis. The more conservative
{and politically influential) sections of
the bourgeoisie reflected the view that
there should be immediate wa ge cuts,
5.M. Bruce's pursuit of this policy had
been one of the factors in his crushing
defeat in 1929, Although Bruce had
departed the new Labor govemment inher-
ited his specially chosen top civil strateg-
ists, including the reactionary head of the
Commonwealth Bank Board, Sir Robert
Gibson, Scullin's second major blunder
after the sell-out of the coal lock-out
was o retainGibson as director. It was
Gri.'-son who was behind the move to bring
Sir Otto Niemeyer, the British financier,
to '51_:-1\;1.." the crisis. Scullin's :-]'rensl:-rin;;
of N:un?cyer 40 up agdiinst opposition
in the Federal Executive of the ALP which
resolved that “any such wage reduction
Propaginda would be at the expense and
sacrifice of the workers by reducing theis
wages and living standards, " 1,

By any comparison, the Australian econ-
omy fared badly during the depression.

Its fate was common to all countries where
world conditions had tncouraged the rapid
development of agricultural and mﬂ-.}!-h
production, and the hick

pPrasperity of which
therefore, depended to an inusiei] de ;.‘-r-_J'r

'} — e o —
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upon the maintenance at normal levels

of the prices of the products of these
industries, Corresponding with this vulner-
ability was Australia's "newness" to the
capitalist system which in times of upswing
attracted a considerable flow of capital
from abroad. Even if this inflow had

been restrained within the most conserv-
ative limits, any sharp fall of prices was
likely to impose a severe strain if the
efforts to keep up interest payments were
to be maintained, One of the recuTent
problems of the Scullin govermment was

its failure to pay this rapidly mounting
external debt. 2.

Labor's Attempt to deal with the Crisis:
Scullin's subservience to financial orthod-
oxy had led him to suggest that Labor

drop every plank in its platform in order
to find a way out of the depression, Des-
pite the fact that one in three of the work-
force was unemployed, despite the creak-
ing wellare and benefits system, Scullin
refused to adopt any of the measures oi
socialisation to which Labor had been com-
mitted. A proposal to put into effect the
government's election promise to national-
is¢ banking was fobbed off as'impractical.'
The crowning disgrace of Labor's domestic
welfare performance in the depression was
its decision to cut back pensions and sim-
iliar payments by 20% in the interests of
balanced budgets and reduced costs,

It was the attempt of Labor to corre to
grips with the crisis that led directly to
the development of the three: plans of
Lang, Theodore and Lyons, All the plans,
despite apparent differences of method,
worked for economic stability within the
confines of capitalism, In practice, the
Labor governments of the depression
sought to promote what they loosely de-
fined as the interests of the people as a
whole. On both a state and federal leyel
they saw their responsibility to 'mational
interests' transcending any allegiance to
class interests, notwithstanding the pres-
sure ol the union movement,

Despite emergency measures, Australia
continued to slip deeper into depression,
50 that as the months passed it became in-
creasingly apparent that the government
could not, or would not, do much in the
way of redeeming its election promises,
A hostile Senate and the growing confid-
ence of a right-wing rump in the Federal
Labor Party reduced the influence of the
union movement to wishful thinking., The
Prime Minister bluntly dismissed the un-
employment insurance scheme drawn up
by the 1930 ACTU Congress as "financ-
ially impracticable™ and at the Victorian
ALP Annual Conference of the eame year,
Scullin did not offer amy prospect that

the workers' interests would be advanced,
Though the governments' records and
pronouncements were hardly the basis for
Oofimism, theé trade unions 1!1T-:'Ii;t1|l.rh|[
1930 continued to assert that determined

action on the pari ol the Federal EOverm-

ment would check the LJ-..'I‘n'h...I*‘:“-_ Le¢s-
pite tremendous pressures from all
quarters of the labeur movement, Scullin
remained unmoved,

Divisions within Cabinet:

The permonallties ol Tyons, Scullin and
Theodore dominated Labor Cabing L,
Theodore resigned in 1930 as Federal
Treasurer when the Queensland (non-
Labor) government set up 3 royal comm
15510m 10 inquire into the sale of mines ap
Mungana, 3 The Commission found tha

",1;' Queuing for food rations during the Depression

F i "

Theodore, while Queensland Premier in
1919, had conspired with others to defraud
the government of £30,000. Theodore
asked for a trial, but this was not granted,
When, however, the Queensland govern-
ment took action during the following
year to recover money from him and his
associates, the jury found in Theodore's
favour and he returned to the treasury,
Theodore did not remain in the Labor
party for long as he was one of many
Labor MPs to go down in the disastrous
1931 elections,

Theodore was a bitter opponent of the
extreme conservatism of Lyons as well as
an antagonist of the Lang party machine,
Since Theodore had entered Federal
parliament through a safe Labor seat in
Sydney, he had been regarded by Lang as
a rival for dominance in NSW Labor.
Lang's determination to destrcy Theodore
had drawn Scullin 's Cabinet straight into
the centre of a another NSW faction fight.

Soon after Theodore became treasurer
again, the death occurred of the mem-
ber for East Sydney, a very safe elector-
ate, The Federal and NSW Labor govern-
ments began a fierce contest to gain the
affection of the Labor vote in this dis-
tressed inner suburban area. This contest
sharpened because it coincided with a
premier's conference on the economic
crisis at which the first battle of the three
plans was fought. Theodore and Scullin
devised a plan which was intended to
placate Lang, and at first the NSW premier
seemed ready to accept. Lang was not
ready, however, 1o appear to compromise
himself in the eyes of the East Sydney
rank and file militants. In response to the
Federal plan, Lang concocted an even
more radical economic draught, in an
effort to stem the rising combativity of
the Sydney working class, Lang eventual-
ly won the fight to represent Labor in

East Sydney - E, J, Ward thus entered

the House of Representatives whereupon
Scullin ruled that the new member was
not eligible to enter Federal ALP caucus,
Ward and some sympathisers then left the
Party room. All told, two senators and
five members of the House broke away, s0
robbing Scullin of his majority in the
Lower House, Eventually a Lang attack
on Theodore brought down the Scullin
government, the [ive Langites in the
House joining hands with the conservative
opposition. 4, Scullin had seriously mis-
calculated the strength of cpposition
within the Party to Theodore and at the
same time f{ailed to recognise the incip-
iant power of the mas workers' move -
ment that was developing behind Lang.

Lang utilised the militancy of the

workers as a barga ining lever on Scullin,
Vithin a few months, the extraparliament-
Ary movement of unemployed and oppres-
sed workers was making its own impress-
ion inside the Cabinet. Whereas a non-
Labor government could sit in relative is-
olation from the demands of the workers
movement, Scullin could not. Bereft of
a viable altern |i'i‘|.'|_"' the workers! .!5]‘.151"’-”-‘
1ons remained directly focused upon the
Labor government in Canberra. By the
end of his office it was not the conservat-
ive financiers that dogged Scullin, but
the mass movement of workers which had
thrust him into power only twenty months

W r i
Previous,
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ortieth International Euch-
m;,;gct‘;}:ﬁ:ress which was inflicted u
i |bourne recently, a DIRECT ACTION
o outside Flinders Street station was
HPFWHH ched by a Jesuit priest. The priest
2 d for a copy and was informed that
ot uld cost him ten cents, He replied
: ‘:ﬂ;lnce iy was a socialist paper it
ﬁzould be given away. The DIRECT
TION seller commented that he was
ae that the priest could afford ten cents,
'“Tong ing as he did to the sc'c:md largest
h‘mﬂ-makiﬂﬁ Drgnni.s:l_tion in the world,
A that the indignant priest burst out
fI!l is mot the second largest, it's the

largestt"
7,80 PER WEEK UTOPIA

ites in the Northern Territory
f;m;h‘:\:ing a rally in Katherine to
et racial discrimim!‘inn - against
them, One of the organisers of the rally
ajd: ".....50me of the people say if
u could only get a tin of black boot
polish and put it all over yourself you
could live in Utopia.' She went on to
gy that whites were disgusted with the
Ihwuﬁﬁgnshmvn to black people and
the discrimination against whites in
the territory. Black stoclkmen on _Narth_
em Termritory cattle station are paid

§37, 80 per week.

There's no doubt about it, those blacks
are really living in the lap of lmxury -
being paid $37.80 per week, being
sllowed to live in creck beds and tin
humpies, being unable to send their
children to school and unable to get
medical attention when they nee§ it
something should be done about it.

SURCHETT

Left wing journalist Wilfred Burchett has
been umable to sell, to Australian teleyis-
jon, a half hour documentary film which
ke made in North Vietmam. He has also
been barred from interview programmes
m at least some channels, The televis-
jon companies claim that there is no
public interest in Burchett, Could there
be some other reason?

4
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Wilfred Burchett arriving in Sydney.
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KNOW WHEN TO QUIT

Amnouncing the Democratic Labor

Party's decision not to run in the South
Awstralian state elections, the party's
South Australian president G, M, Lockwood
said that it would be farcical for the DLP
10 go into debt to fight a campaign which
the Labor Party was sure to win.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

By March 1931 the NSW ALP Executive
d been expelled by a special interstate
conference and soon there were to be
WO rival Labor parties in NSW

Ilm_i‘fﬁu_'le of the Plans: As mid 1931 ap-
Zﬂ"':_ ed, the Tederal government was fac-
% With the prospect of imminent defeat,
m:lrkcrs were being informed by Scullin

5 Ui‘}ml Labor leaders that the bottom
T £n rem:.htq, but the way out was

fon L:d by the bitter differences of opin-
iinm:hh;ﬂmm:i*l] policy that were convul-
t]-u:g b movement, As a correspondent in
- complained, "Despite the

d r Call
“SPerate position of the nation and the

€rings of hundreds of thousands of unerm=

USTASHA

been very vociferous in oppos
0sal 10 relocate the boundary b
Australia and Papua-New Guinea, The
present boimdary Includes almost all of
Torres Strait as Australian territory and

7y between

extends to within a few hundred yards of

Attorney-General Senator M said

on March 1 in Canberra that he had evid-
ence that the right wing terrorist organ-
isation, the Ustasha, exists in this country,
Murphy does not seem to be afflicted with
the myopia which plagued the previous
Attorney-General - the Liberal Party's
Senator Greenwood Greenwood main-

Laineq that there was no evidence of the
organisation, i

BUS COMPANIES INEFFICIENT

A receént report released by the Melboumne
Bus Proprietors Association recommends
that government backed loans at low
interestbe made available to small bus
companies which, in their view, are
being forced out of business by rising
costs, The bus proprietors claim that be-
Cause the companies provide an import-
ant public service they should be subsid- -
ised. There is another solution which

the Lus proprietors don't mention - re-
place the inefficient private buses with
government buses,

DEMOCRACY INEFFICIENT

Fhilippines Foreign Secretary Romulo,
speaking in Manila recently, made a
few observations on democracy in the
Philippines, He said, "Democracy as

a form of government is still the best,
but in a developing society it must
undergo modifications. There can be
no substantial democracy in the Philip-
pines when out of 38 million people only
350 families coprol our national econ-
omy." Romulo went on to say that he
thought the solution of the problems
facing the Philippines lay in "national
discipline”. "The martial law has shown
we can be disciplined",..... Besides,
democracy's no good for protecting the
rule of a wealthy few over an impover-
ished mass,

FOREIGN BA SES

On Sunday February 25 about 150
people rallied outside the headquarters
of the Awstralian Security and Intellig-
ence Organisation (ASIO), to protest
against the existence of Australian milit-
ary bases overseas and the existence of
foreign military bases in Australia,
Speakers at the rally included Victorian
ALP Chairman George Crawford, ALP
candidate for the Victorian state elect-
ions lan Cathie, Jean Mac Lean a mem-
ber of the ALP Socialist Left and Ted
Bull of the Waterside Workers' Federat-
ion.

HEALTH EDUCATION IN QUEENSLAND

The Queecnsland Health Education Coun-
cil distributes a series of "Health Educat-
tion Publications," Pamphlet number 30
in this series offers an interesting insight
into the attitudes of the people who run
the QHEC. The pamphlet is four pages
long and consists mainly of a comic

strip with a commentary un-:lcmcnt]} the
frames, The strip runs something like
this: the first frame shows a black man
digging his garden and the commentary
r:.mgfr "li.giharligr::ll is working inltl:a: garden,
away from the house. He is too lazy A
and careless to walk back to the lavatory.
Subsequent frames show Charlie using
the garden instead of the lavatory, and
Charlie's son confracting hmlm'::-mi
through playing in the garden. Young
Tommy (Charlie's son) takes sick and is
taken to the good white doctor who gives
him some medicine,

acky Jacky....sorry, Charlie, learns
{ﬂ; iisﬁcn and uses the lavatory after that.

The QHEC is a govemment body,

loved, half a dozen schools of thought
Sfiot;}:in the Labor camp are brﬂaldcas'fing
their opinion vehemently, bewildering
maost of their supporters, and mndcrm% it
almost impossible for the average elector
to thread the maze of conflicting
policies. " 3.

the end it was the simple, yet econom-
}E;lly- naive plan of Langgs which was 1o
be taken up by the Labor movement, The
core of Lang's proposals were the reduction
of interest on govemment borrowings T;ml
the abolition of the gold stﬂndm:l. e
essence of Theodore's plan was the crea-
tion of additional bank credit, mcuﬂ:&it-
ly with reductions in government expend-
iture, and a reduction of costs in

< \r -
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the Papuan coast. Bjelke-Petersen has
claimed that the Torres Strait Islanders
wWant 1o remain as Australian citizens and
has apparently decided that despite the
fact that their skins are not white, the
Islanders' rights must be protected - which
15 something of a turn about for Bjelke
Petersen whose government has a reput-
ation for racist discrimination,

Labor Party Senator George Georges may
have shed some light on Bjelke Paersen's
sudden change of heart, In a recent
fpeech in the federal parliament, Georges
siated that Bjelke Petersen is a major
shareholder in Exoil Australia which has
made application for prime leases in

the Torres Strait area,

Bjelke-Petersen visiting his subjects.

POVERTY IN MELBOURNE

The head of the national poverty inquiry,
Professor Ronald Henderson, revealed
recently that the poverty level in Melb-
ourne for a family with two children is
$52 per week, a rise of 3770 on similar
figures taken seven years ago, Hender-
son said that aborigines, recently armrived
immigrants and people with large r'ar_‘nili.c:-
constituted the majority of those living
below the poverty level, He also ment-
ioned that donations to some charities
were not tax deductible while donations
to wealthy private schools were.

| DEBT AT AN EARLY AGE

A credit union in Sydney is planning to
lend money to people as young 1s_n-l.'t;th-e
years old. The scheme has been initiated
by the Baulkham Hills Community Credit
Union. The chairman of the company,
Kevin Gleeson said that the scheme was
{ntroduced ™. .....Mainly to teach the
children money management'". . feve
how to get wsed to the idea of being in
deht for the rest of their lives.

The attempt by Labor to cope with the
1930's depression produced many strange
theories of international monetary plots.

L .
More often than not the theories of money
l\:;r' ascribed the world's ills to the"nel-

rious operations” and "selfish incompet-
;nce ofrflfnnnciers".{?} Not only did such
beliefs conjure up conspiratorial ideas on

the functioning of capitalist society, they

i £

Iso facilitated the rise of a new wave O

:cﬂnamic pnationalism, Once more high
tariff rates and protection became the

comerstone of the ideology and politics of

Labor leadership, But this time, the
;I:;h of Labor caucus in its national role
1ly ignored by the thousands of

t the apparen _
Solutions of the Lang Labor Party.

Kenji Ekuan, ipreli dent of the Japanese
Industrial Designers Ami:ﬂoii ?;okn
recently about his experience as a des-
igner of motor bikes, He said that he
tried to design the handle-bars, petrol
tank and even the exhaust pipe to sym-
bolise women, and that the only limit

10 erotic design of bikes was safety reg-
ulations, He went on to say that motor
bike buyers got what they wanted -
danger, speed, adventure and masculinity,
He also said said that some women want-
ed similar things from a motor bike, but
most of the stupid creatures just used
ther for transport,

EFFLUENT

I.G. Lancaster, general secretary of
the NSW Teachers' Federation said rec-
ently that effluent from a septic tank
flowed through the grounds of Avalon
Primary School. The effluent flows
through the playground and lunch area.
Students at the school often suffer
gastric ailments including gastro-enter-
itis and hepatitis, Students frequently
vomit in the classrooms, A complaint
about the situation was made in _I",al‘;'
last year, So far the government's only
action on the gituation has been a
statement by Minister for Education
Willis that "officers responsible have
reported no recent complaints from
teachers at the school,”

ABORIGINES WALK OUT OF
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

A part of the Fortieth International
Eucharistic Congress recently held in

Melbourne was an all black church cong-
ress, During one of the Congress meet-
i-'-': almost a guarter o1 the members
walked out in protest against the running
of e ala Une of the ;il,']'::':lt_': Iram
Hrisbane said " They picked people for
e meet o na sl sy Lhe F.'."':|i[ |1"|ii:-_';
The whole l.|;:r:_3 wis 4 sham, a w indow -
Iressing job for the Catholie Church
Motions were being deleted at the whim
| OT TAnLSeT Crucial man ucl
e e I ) {" el |I [ - ].
SR I (i O e DR oI wese £k
) d . e ] 31 LT
o '+ | L e conic
Tt cl he Eucha
Congre: ed ECOgnISing th
b p . e ry generous of
One of the black people who walked out
said "I will -.flil-’..:i.‘l':l‘? haye nothing more
to do with the Catholic Church after this
I Qe
TRUE AUSTRALIANS

A Catholic bishop olfered his views on
1borigines Lo the section of the Eucharis-
tic Congress on aboriginal affairs. Bishop
John O'Leughlin of Darwin opened by
saying that he wished people in the

south would keep their mouths shut about
the aborigines (not quite in those wor’s
of course), He went on to say how part
aborigines made trouble for the mscl'w_.u

by identifying with full-blooded Jl.‘lx_‘f.'.'l.-lg_-
ines. According to O'Loughlin aborigines
would do better to identify themselves as
Australians and to stop dividing the
nation by pretending to be aborigines,
Among other things, he said: "I regard
pan-aboriginalism as a backward step.

I am inclined to think that part-aborig-
inals might do better not identifying w ith
full-blooded aboriginals”, Which shows
the concemn and sensitivity with which the
Catholic Church regards the problems of
the aborigines.

On land rights, police victimisation of
blacks, job discrimination, i.;udequa.l:-;
housing, medical and educational facil-
ities the patriotic bishop was silent,

. . . STEVE PAINTER

FOOTNOTES

1. Resolution of Federal executive of the
ALP adopted October 1930, cited in Louis,
L.].& Tumer, I.H. The Depression of the
1930's, p.64 :
7. sec Schedvin, C.B., Australia and the
Great Deggﬁ‘un. PsP- alsla
R b
4, for { r details see ey Tha;n
*Scullin as Prime Minister, ,." in The
Great De on In Australia,(ed. Robert

PsPr2i=0a,
. Labo Caﬁ 30 April 1931, 8
& Cited- Touis,L.]. Trade Unions and




BY JIM McILROY

Prime Minister Gough Whitlam's recent
forays in a and "independent"
foreign policy for Australia reveal quite
clearly that the basic aims of that
policy are not being changed, These
are, in the wsual journalistic 43rgonl, to
Uerabilise” the South East Asia region,
politically, economically and milit-
arily, In other words, to prop up the
existing "free world" dictatorships and
defuse revolutionary developments
among the oppressed peaples of the
area,.

While the long term aims of Whitlam
diplomacy h:%u not basically changed
from those of the Liberal "forward
defense” foreign policy, the me thods
and tactics have ¢ :
And this Is what has caused such a stir
in the Australian press, and even among
the leaders of the Indonesian, Malaysian
and Singapore regimes. For what Whit-
lam diplomacy represents is the Eldvancc
guard of a general policy of realignment
in Asia, based on the new reality of a
world system of "peaeful coexistence. "
This is clearly the pext stage following
on the Mao - Nixon detentz, and the
combined betrayals by Moscow and Pe-
king of the Viemamese revolution, As
a result of the Vietnam experience,
imperialism on a world-scale is seeking
(and getting) the co-operation of the
Soviet and Chinese leaders in holding
back the revolt of the colonial peoples,
Australian governments have a part 12
play in this.

" Mr Whitlam chose his recent trip to
‘Nuigini and Indonesia to launch his
officially. His proposal for a new
sian-Pacific regional alliance, taking
“in all the countries of the area, is an
important sign of the developments to
‘come. In his speech to the Indonesian
‘parliament on February 22, he described
this plan as "an organisation genuinely
| representative of the region, Without
‘ideological avertones, conceived as an
initiative to help free the region from
“the great power rivalries which have be-
| devilled its progress for so long and
which would be designed to insulate the
‘région against ideological interference
from the great powen,” Its membership
uld be as diverse as China, Japan,
~Indonesia, North Viemam, Australia
and New Zealand ("Age", February
26, 1973).

“This reference to "without ideological
overtones” and "against ideological
interference from the great powers”
reveals the conservative basis of the
Prime Minister's plan, for this is merely
a disguised way of saying “No ideas of
revolution, thank you." The whole
conception is an attempl to salve prob-
lems without cenflict, without secial
upheaval, without class struggle - in
short, by peaceful co-existence. And
this , of course, cannot be done. Only
social reyolution, only the seizure of
the national productive machinery by
cach people in their own interest, only
international co-operation of these
peoples 1n solving the tasks of building
socialism will suceed in overcoming
the basic subjection of colonial peoples

‘dney

S) “e} at 139 ST JOHNS ROAD, GLEEE,
Friday, March 16, 8pm,

TRECERT DEVELSTRE TS 1y TiE PALESTINIAN

- STRUGGLE"
Sol Salby analyses recent developments in the struggle

for national liberation in Palestine,

Friday, March 30, 8pm.

LIBERA TION"
Nita Keig discusses
be resolved under capitalism,

Friday, April 13, 8pm,
Mapda Lenane and Mike

National Education Acti
for student rights,

anged quite noticeably.

DYNAMICS OF WOMENS'

why the problems of women cannot

HIGH SCHOOL MOVEMENT 7"
Jones discuss the role of the
on Cealition and its struggle

The

to a world Imperialist system. :
ence

talk about "great power i_nznr(c:
is merely demogoguery without a
correct understanding of how colonial
are oppmsn:d by an internat-
stem of political and economic

The Viemamese haye been augggli:_ug o
break this system's grip on their nation,
Nixon having failed to defeat them,

and suffering a political upheav-

al in the US itself as a consequence, can
only be pleased to see "pmg"c&'w\:" 2
statesmen such as Gough Whitlam begin-
ning the task of "integrating" China into
the Asian status quo, There can be little
doubt that Whitlam is acting at the same
time,consciouslyor not, as an advocate
for the interests of Peking in a stable
sphere of influence in SE Asia.

Whitlam's proposal received a J:nf\_xce‘
reception from Indopesian politicians,
President Suharto and Foreign Minister
Malik were both reported to have re-
jected the scheme initially. Later,
Suharto relented a little and was prepared
to say that the idea had "potential value"
but that it was "unlikely to come about
in the short term”, ("Age", February

26) These leaders of the murderous
New Order" in Indonesia which was
established on the bodies of over 500, 000
massacred leftists, were more keen to
bolster the main existing pact of the pro-
capitalist states in Asia, ASEAN (Assoc-

Asian Natiops), The

jon of South East
jation of South Eas b i leading

reasons are made cle |
right-wing journalist with close links to
SE Asia government sources, Michael

Richardson, in the "Age", February 26.

"The ASEAN five want to reach a
modus vivendi with Peking. But pendiog
satisfactory assurances on Issues like 3
Chinese support of local insurgency move-
ments, they want time to build up their
individual and collective capacity to fend
for themselves.

"They also want more time to see how
China and North Viemam are going 1@
act in the new stage of the Indo-China
struggle and how developments there are
likely to affect them,

"[n essepce, this is "wait and s=e"
diplomacy in which maximum bargain-
ing power and leverage are brought to
bear on States cousidcred to be potential
sources of trouble." The ASEAN govern-
ments with stronger guarantees of peace-
ful co-existence, before they are willing
to talk of co-operation, but they cleasly
see it as a real possibility in the middle
future.

Mr Whitlam certainly made sure every-
one realised what his real loyalties were,
by visiting and sprinkling petals on the
graves of the six Indoresian generals
killed during the 1965 "attempted coup"
which preceded the mass slaughter and
imprisonment of the left, He also under-
lined his continued support for basic mil-

"The Australian Prime Minister (Mr. Whitlam) sprinkles petals on the graves of six
lndc.mcsian generals killed during the 1965 coup attempt, Behind him, officials
strain to shelter him from tomential rain during the ceremony at the Fleroes Cem-
etery in 'Kallbat,a. Mr. Whitlam also struggled with an enormous wreath before
placing it under a flagpole in a solemn ceremony, " (the "Age")

ionary socialism,

hape
into

From this platform speakers will discuss current
events and issues from the
sm, Militants from the labor moye-
ment and activists from the movements of

social protest will speak about their strug

The format of the forums will includ
debates, and 50 on. The Socialist W
hopes that these forums will present
stimulating and concrete manner th
socialist alternative to capitalism,
has hitherto been badly lacking on the left. We
% ythe reader, will help build these fo
a lively and informative discussion

A_H new series of public forums will begin shortly
in Melboune and Sydney and later on in other
major cities . These forums are being sponsored 4
and organized by the Socialist Workers Leagae in
collaboration with DIRECT ACTION.
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itary alliances during his visit 1o .
sia, There, he strongly backed: the g¥
power d;;lfunsc plan of UK, Auh]'ui
New Zealand, Malaysia and 2
He said: ! Sinpm
"Australia wishes to maintajy this
close co-operation and will continye
honour the five power defense Artanga.
ment in full,"  ("Australian® m‘
ruary 19). He went on; &
'‘Regional co-operation will be
keystone of Australian foreign
the 1970's," Nothing cou]dghep::gh
explicit, 3

At home in Australia vi, us o

has developed to V‘l\"}iitl.a%::.:I Imfiﬁél
ies (eg. see D.A, No. 36 on Singapor
spy base), The P,M.'s manoeuyres
the spy base caused a lot of dissent iy
Labor Party, and the conflict has
that nowhere did Mr, Whitlam challen
the reasons for the existence of the

hL
only the tactical necessity of it, 3

base, |

The most recent controversy hag 5
cd the U. S. secret military installatios
in Australia, Defence Minister Barnardly
statement to Parliament revealed very
little new about the bases, Once agfn
the previous foundation of defence and
foreign policy has not been challenged
by the Government, This was quite
insufficient for the ALP Socialist Left
who have played a considerable role fn
tackling the Government on these quest-
ions and raising them in the party and
publicly Victorian ALP Chairman and
prominent S.L. figure George Crawford
said he was "disappointed that Mr,
Barnard's statement had not gone far
enough, " "I don't think there should be
any reason for any other nation to have
bases in Awstralia", he said. ("Herald",
March 1, 1973).

A.L.P, Federal policy states that: "The
ALP is opposed to the existence of foreign
owned, controlled, or operated bases and
facilities in Australian territory, especial-
ly if such bases involve a derogation from
Australian sovereignty, "'

""The tenure of these bases and facilities
by other powers should not exclude prop-
erly - accredited access by authorised
Australians charged with the evaluation of
Australian defence policy, whether mem-
bers of the Australian Parliament, or
armed services. "

Whatever the internal contradiction in
this statement, it is clear that another
challenge to Government policy i§ brew-
ing inside the ALP for the implementation
of Party policy. As Federal Conference
approaches, and the Socialist Left orgins
ises itself for battle the clear alternatives)
of a socialist position is being increasings
ly posed before ALP members and the
Australian people, The great social moys
ement which put Labor into power is nows
reflected in the pressures which contin

ly and relentlessly seek to push Labor
leftwards, and buffet Mr. Whitlam and
his colleagues,

The aims of Whitlams foreign policy will
not be easily accepted by thelabourmow
ment as a whole, Recent controversies
only give a hint of the basic conflict af 8
views which must come,

at 140 QUEENSBERRY
STREET, CARLTON.

Thursday, March 15, 8 pm

VIETRAM: WHY THE THREA TY WON'T BRING PEACE!
Jamie Doughney analyses the nature of the recent
"peace" accords on Vietnam and discusses the role
of the antiwar movement in this context.

sday, March 29
HISTORY OF
Jenny Ferguson and Dot Tumney discuss the struggle of
) against their oppression in history and as it hag

nerged today,
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schman and Ted Murphy discuss the role of
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