PUBLISHED BY SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE
NO.2 OCT 1970 10 CENTS




* % ._"-. 1'*".1‘- o == [ - ) _-:I - _.—_
that the possibilities of a dismal i ] Y i e AP ;
December .:H::':n:rﬁr:;: f:riajmudcg;:l::::'h Th'-‘ September Moratorium In thw - , i caded fo'pot . I'I:H' emphails
the most important e T o e should [l was simply the biggest and most Bicceig o worker involvement. But the workers
thely lded &= W remove the mass ful demonstration the Congress for i 1 liitl;ﬂ 11 ly
L s ?T:.tﬁect from the movement, [l Internaticnal Co-operation and Dig- throu me ness of our allies oo
d:"“:i:ﬁ;':m‘ {s not worth having, armament has ever called. It was ‘ the Igﬂ-pﬂ:um! - Lefe. Neither

;g:;au:‘-c you have removed that aspect conducted entirely on thelr terms. Thg the Bakery group nor SDS saw fit to
which hurts the govemment the most. Moratorlum Seccretarlat has for some

ROD WEBB

While the May Moratorium was seen as
something very significant in Australian
political events, it has taken the Sep-
tember Moratorium to show us just how
far-reaching the political and social
effects of this type of action are.

It took the September Moratorium to
show us how much the governments
(State and Federal) fear the clear-cut
proposition that if they dom't withdraw

troops from Indo-China now, we will

do all we can to bring about a stoppage
of business in the country-

Some may dismiss moves like the
vitriolic dennnciations and slanders in
Parliament, harassment of Moratorium
crganisers and police repression on
September 18 as hysterical over- :
reactions by unstable politicians. While
this view contains an element of truth,
it is equally valid to say that this
resction was part of a carefully
calculated plan to make political
capital out of its momentum. True,
the tactic was a miscalculation but the
assumption on which this miscalculat-
ion was based remains comrect:
audaclous mass protest against the war
in Indo-China threatens the very
foundations of the present government.
The enormous amount of time and
effort wasted by the governments in
sttempting to thwart the movement is
sufficient testimaony to this. It follows
that the most effective weapon we
have yet devised in defence of the
Vietmamese revolution is that which is
seen to hurt the ruling class most.
Obvicusly, revoluticnaries den't need
to be educated the September 18 way,
they don't need to be told that the
capitalist class lies in terror of mass
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Several forms of deterioration have
been proposed. The mos significant
form has presently gained curency
within the Sydney Moratorium :
Campaign. A recent sponsors' meeting
narrowly defeated an SYA amendment
that the Moratorium organise, or at
least officially and organisaticoa ity
associate itself with a mobilisatico in
the streets of Sydney in December-
Those who opposed the amendment did
so for several reasons. On the whole,
all sections accept the fact that the
movement must contioue to grow and
on this basis they say that after what
happened on September I8, the move-
ment would suffer a great defeat if it
attempted a further action as soon as
December. Leaving aside the fact

Once the action 15 relegated to the
level of poets, singers, writers and
speakers, the movement is no longer a
powerful threat to the government.
Corton didn't ban Gregory because he
was to come here and speak against
Australian foreign policy; he bammed
him because he was to speak at a
Morataorium rally which was part of a

whole day of strike action.

Another form of deterioration, that
proposed by the Adelaide Moratorium,

is discussed in another part of this paper.

It s unlikely that this view will gain
much currency in Sydney and one cin
venture to suggest that this is because
the Sydney movement has a more
heterogeneous character than Adelaide,
and is therefore more aware of the
folly of such adventurism at this time.

An interesting sidelight to this 1s thit
while certain CPA members in Adelaide
find themselves aligned with the more
adventurist policies of the leadership,
their colleagues in Sydney joined
forces with the more conservative "no
demo" sections. At least the Sydney
members have already admitted their
mistake. These episodes only serve to
highlight the current ideological
disarray within the CPA, although they
are not alone on the Left in their ill-
defined and capricious attitude

towards the anti-war movement.

Which brings us to the {inal point. With
2 movement of sich diverse character
as the Moratorium, it becomes
increasingly beholden on socialists
within that movement, as their ranks
decrease In propottion to the whole, to
endeavour 10 create a movement which
can both effectively increase in size
going analysis of the cbjective con-
ditdons of the movement after two
moratorinms.

We con no longer afford to make
mistakes, because these mistakes can
not only destroy our own credibility;
they can threaten the future of the
whole coalition and, rising out of this,
the future growth of socialist
consciousness in Australia.

time 'I:u:;!i:i able to ignore with im

any calls for greater representation from
student and other mlliti‘:'it:, to “:L‘:u—
fully ignore demands that more work be
done to gain greater worker participation
and for generally more responsible and
democratic attitudes, e.g., towards
the marshalling.

What actually happened? 50,000 to
75,000 people tumed out on the day.
This was a tremendous victory to the
Moratorium movement, In view of the
premature nature of the demonstration,
the inadequate organisation and Bolte's
pre-Moratorium sabre rattling. But it
was a testament to the political de-
termination and revolutionary potential
of the Melbourmne masses rather than to
the political aptitude of the Moratorium
Committee. For all the mistakes of
the May Moratorium were repeated and
September Foratorium, All'that Sya -
activists had argued and predicted in
the debate between May and September
were glaringly obvious cn the day-

After the Treasury Gardens meeting the
march proceeded as planned to a
successul sit-down in Bourke Street.

As in May, the prevailing political

tone was "peace now', After the sit-
down, the demonstration proceeded
along the agreed route only to be led
straight into a police-controlled cul-de-
sac on the farthest edge of the city.

The march was to have continued to the
Princes Gate intersection for a large
culminating rally, but it was clearly
impossible to continue without a major
bloodbath - steel barricades were backed
up by rows of foot police, mounted
police and buses, vans and trucks. The
predictable polarisation of the demon-
straticn then occurred, with the
spontaneist "eeyolutionaries” (including
some of the marshalls) urging the
demonstration to go through the
barricades and Dr- Cairns pleading for
non-violence. As usual, it was the
masses who were left in between,
absolutely bewildered. We were out of
the public eye, on the edge of the city,
the crowd was fragmented, undisciplined
confused and the police itching for an
excuse to get stuck into them. Caims
announced that the organisers (no doubt

i

oratorium

Jill Jolliffe

Sam Goldblpom and himself) had agreed
to a police request that the meeting be
held at this point instead of Princes
Gate. A splinter group from the Moenash/
Latrobe spomtanelsts broke away to "do
their own thing” with the police ina
side street (they were rumoured to have
eventually reached Princes Gate). Under
these demoralising conditions the meet-
ing was held and the Melbourne
demonstrations ended. Various groups
afterwards went various ways, the
police herding them along - some to
Melbourne University, some back to the
middle o the city, ackoly Iaowing yer
Melbourne Moratorium was nm out
town,

Organisati
rganisation
What tesprpmmmmd s 7 Whether of not
the Caims/ Gﬂlﬂhlmm:ctim had done a
deal with the police is a moot point -

it is possible that they agreed to hold

the meeting out of town as a con-
cession for the police allowing the
Bourke Street sit-down to go on.

Police comments that Dr. Caims had
done a good job were rather apt. But we
cannot condemn them without evidence
and such a surmise only evades the real
ideological question of why these people
are in the position where this can be a
possibility; how is it possible for them
to act in such a high-handed,
bureaucratic manner and why is there
no effective Left opposition to them?

The fact is, that the march should not
have proceeded past Bourke Street
knowing that it would not be allowed to
reach its destination. Why did it?
Assuming that it proceeded because the
organisers did not kmow what was going
to occur near the Flagstaff Gardens,

Ot must ask why didn't they? The
answeéris obvious - the marshalling
system was totally irresponsible.

' The marshalls are politically cruclal in
WO ways:

hope whatsoever of influencing the

crowd. They had peither the political
authority nor the %uﬂgﬁ éiEiﬂE
to prevent EE g the march or
to préevent ¢ Dreaking It up.

ey couldn’t even guarantee a minimal
requirement - a public address system -

as usual, it broke down. There was oo
alternative system on hand!

They did not have the political authority

because they were totally unrepresentat-
ive, and they did not have the
organisational ability because the
Weatherman mentality is incapable of
understanding how a mass movement
works. How could it? What sort of
madness would give a person who sub-
scribes to the ultimate philosophy of
spontaneism and bourgeois individualism
a position of auwthority in a mass move-

ment?
Workers

The second Moratorium was characterised
by lack of organised worker participation
even more than the first. Once again the

lack of large-scale mpporive srike
action was worrying. The demand SYA
put for greater worker participation in

«=10BB.

the second Moratorium was a demand to
invest the Moratorium with a more
militant spirit:

"The guthors believe that the Moratorium

movement would be well served by en-
larging the Moratorium Secretariat - the
Secretariat should include more activiss,
particularly from trade umion and student
quarters.

Indeed, the most effective way of
stopping "business as usal’ is to achieve

tinue to resist chinge within the
Moratorium organisation. So the
workers' council failed.

Yet it thould not have been necessary to
establich mach a body to work for greater
Industrial participation, in that the
Secretariat was already bound as a matter
of policy to working to this end. An
orgenised large-scale propaganda assault
was made on secondary schools with good
results. Why was there no similar
arsault on factories? The answer of
course is that the CICD cligue is simply
pot interested in introducing working
clas politics into the campaign, be-
cause they do not see the working

class as a motive force for social change.
Their politics are reformist and cnly by
.In some way counterbalancing their
domination of the movement will the
worker participation increase.

The Left

What then, are the alternatives? How
thould revolmtionaries work in the
Moratoriom committee?

What we sid after May B applies doubly
e, "

"The comrect approach for a revohmtionary

would be to make an unashamedly
frontal approach to the Australian public
through the mass machinery established
by the Moratorium, therefore amsuming
their capacity for political change, and
ability to realise the true nature of
Australian society, instead of side-
stepping, because it might impede
'militancy'. Suoch militancy is illusory
and ounly emphasises the need to establish
a real revolutionary movement, a Left
alternative in the anti- war movement”
"Organise®, Juzne 1970.

There is at present no group within the
Moratorium which is capable of pro-
viding any intel ligent Left alternative
to the leadership. The pro-Madist
groups are tame revolutionaries - they
are completely co-opted in that they are
only capable of making romantic

revolutioniry noises which the leader-

ship can afford to be amused by, but not
' 3 ¥

of organising for a prolonged struggle
for at least a propottiomate voice for the

Left in the Moratoriom.

SYA members must be prepared to

fight to gain a meaningiul voice for the
Left in the Momatorium. They must be
prepared to attend meetings religiously,
to vote as a bloc and to fight consstent-
ly around demands for:

(1) The devotion of Moratorium eneTgy
and money to a campaign for greater
industrial worker imvolvement;

(2) Real represeatation to be given to
militant students and workers (of all
factions) in the organisation of the
Moratorium;

(3) Greater politicisation of the
campaign, for example the election of
marshalls on an opealy (instead of

The SYA lives and breathes in
Melbowrne . An affiliated branch

has been formed. It has begun
regular meetings, found headquarters,
organised "In The Year of the Pig"
screenings, condocted a succesdful
pablic meeting (see report below)
and initisted az already-mecesdul
recmiting and poblicity campaign.
Practical political work, classes

arid a holiday/stndy camp are all

on the mnﬂ; fi

Fratemal relations between SYA
members and activists in the
Falestinian commumity are Srong.
SYA policy, enunciated by Sol
Salby, found a sympathetic response
from the 100-srong andience at

fehourne University oo Sunday
October 11. [n informal discuossion
after the gathering, ideas for joimt
SYA/Palestinian activities were
advaoced

The plinning of the second
Soclalis Scholars' Conference to be

held early next yeur has developed

farcical overiones. The present
format envisages the msual useless
Marxig" academics delivenng

lectimes from on high to the masses
Despite pratestations
trary, the organisers are sticlking
rigidly to this mraditicnal format.
The "Arena”™ coterie of cupboard
Maolsts (a5 in "cupboard drinker™)

¢ho are organising this romp

to the con

s o™

el phe Rl omseh pewro ot on
aloag with the Monash revoimlion=

If, as Humphrey McQueen recently
claimed in the columns of "Old
Mole™, "Arena” is distinguichable
{or its interveotion in the revolat-
ionary struggle n A ustralia, we
should see 2 real revolstionary
upturn around Jaomary 1971.

While religicus and bourgeois
aationalist speakers dominated the
function, the memoral for Gamal
Abdul Nasser was a significant day
for Melbourne's Arab community .
Denied any real participation,
Palestinians expressed some pesen-
ment.

(a) in terms of representation - if they
had actually had control of the
situation at Flagstaff Gardens, U they
could have determined events, ‘could
they have made a decision acceptable
%o the overall political feeling of the
gnovement?; and

Obviocusly Melbourne's conservat-
ive Arab elders found Nasser's
revolution more palatable than the
reyoluticaary perspectives pre-
sented by the Palestinian vanguard
of the Arab world.

A screening of the 25-minute
“Palestine Will Win" netted $370
for the Palestiniah movement in
Jordan. The film, made by
Palestinians, gives an outline of
the catastrophe. Technical
inexpertise notwithstanding, the
film gives indication of new
direction in struggle.

strike action on a large scale. We call
upon the Secretariat to prepare for a
campaign aimed st work places. The
plans should list job committees,
sympathetic shop stewards and unions.
Student groups could obyiously con-
tribute speakers for lunchtime and stop-
work meetings". (Leaflet distributed
at Richmond Town Hall meeting).

action, whether it be street action or
strike acticn or both. And cbviocusly it
would be nice if the liberals, pacifists
and the rest of the working class could
be educated in a less brutal way. But
that's not the way it works, and it
never will.

covertly) political basis;

{4) An insigence that the committee
work at every point in a democratic,
mass way instead of a bureaucratic way-

The first post-September 18 Moratorium
meeting has now been held at which,
after facing demands for explanstion
over the course of the march, chairman
Sam Goldbloom glibly moved oo to the
next item on the agenda. A motion of
po confidence in the Secretariat and
chief marshalls put up by SYA member
Rod Quinn forced the debate. An
amendment to debate the gquestion in an
open meeting of the Left was lost in
favour of an amendment to confine the
debate to the accredited delegates who
make up the Secretariat. In other words,
criticism of the leadership of the
Morstorium is to be confined to the
leadership. There is no necessity to
consult the mases on the question of
building a mas movement:

) in term: of organisational
sponsibility.

i he three head marshalls were Bernie

T aft of the CPA, Robert Doming (CPA
member) and Ted Poulton. The two
latter are acknowledged Weathermen.

Anyway, they all know now; at least
211 those who marched on the Friday and
many more who watched it oo television.
And they didn't need the simplistic
sloganising of the so-called anti-
imperialist caucus to prove the point to
them. Al they needed was to par- :
ticlpate in or watch a large, determined P
! all-inclusive protest based on concrete
h demands which, if met by the present
govemment, would constitute the com-
plete capitulation of an era of Aus-
tralian political and social assumptions. |

The imperative need to increase worker

participation in the Moratorium campaign

is self-evident for a soclalist. To

attermnpt this is to attempt to move the

mass movement, that is the Momtorium,

Two out of the three are CPA members. from a bourgeocis class orientation to a

None of them can justly claim to re- working class orientation, to move the
sent any radical student group. mﬁﬁé‘r revolutionary peace movement

[Poulton does claim to; he is on the towar e actuality.

oratorium Secretariat as a student

presentative, but he is not a student

or representative of student thought).

thus they fall down on both counts -

o of the three are grosly

sponsible, and politically, the three

ad marshalls are highly unrepresentat-

Accordingly, some weeks prior to Sep-
tember 18 an SYA resoluticn to establish
a workers' council within the Moratoriam
was carried.

This of course, ls the movement's
strength, and any deterioration in its
prisent character would result in 2
comesponding dimunition of its political
elfectivenes.

hortn - JRERC

As well as having this wider political aim
it was Intended to be a counter to the
reformist bureaocracy which holds the
lesdership of the Moratorium. It could
have provided a strategic counter o the
unrepresentative Secretariat, and it
could and should have forced the
Cecretariat to put into effect the

Despite the forced exclusiveness at the
meeting the debate is absolutely crucial
in the politicisation of the Maratorium
and should be the occasion for socialists
to offer an exhzustive and unc ampromis-
ing criticizm of the balls-up that marred
Me boumne's second Moratorium.
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MASS ACTION: Melbourne Moratorium's
culminating action cn September 18.
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The Adelside Morat

trators were enterts

by some of the VMC orgamisers, umion
leaders, ;tc. chbf;t;_mﬂi ey
orm a ¥ !
:ﬁd&:rgm-ﬁ wighing to be imyolved if
made st the sit-down, falling
to the back part of the march. No details
of when or where the sit-down was to be

held were mentioned.

There were about 4000 to 5000 miﬁ_:hcr-.':
the majority were young but there "\\.‘IS 3
fair cmattering of workers, women § 2
groups, Christian groups i & grOUE B
Anglican moala. There were I.:‘Jf}._ g ‘:;' e
fascists who remained an the = EF.L?C ;f-d
the much publicised Mimrtemen :3“ .
to appear. The fasciss present remaloe
on the other side of the road and handed
out g patrictic Red Peril-type Pdmphl,,c"
produced by the "Freedom Vigilantes'”.

There were a couple of minor incidents
imvolving bystanders as the march E'.::cv'ﬁ-d
slowly up King William Strect to North
Terrace, about 400 yards from the starting

int. Police moved slowly ahead of the
manch and the first few ranks of the demon-|
ctrators were escorted by police greys. At
the intersection cne or two of the organisers
made an incredibly stupid on-the-spot
decision to hold the sit down.

Everyone ipvolved had expected r.h{: m:;fr.l;h
to follow its planned rowte along King Wil-
liam Street, around Victoria Square and
then back, with the sit down at an inter-
section on the way back. This appeared to
ke the most logical and effective way of
causing maximum disuption to the city,
this being the only reasoa for helding a
gt in at all. The organisers and marshalls
did not even announce that the marchers
should sit down, so paturally there was
considerable confusion when the marshalls
started urging people to crush in around a
small circle in the centre of the
intersection
After about 10 minutes of street-theatre
and singing, the stand in (nobody sat) was
ordered by an inspector to disperse {not to
move on, as was widely reported). Very

e T e e o)

SOCIALIST RUNS
FOR PRESIDENT

Frans Timmerman is ruoning for the
position of president of the Students'
Union at the University of NSW. He is
a member of SYA and is running on a
socialist platform.

His basic policy consists of student/
worker cootrol, mass action in student
tics, basic education reforms in the
ght of a socialist society, and the use
of university facilities for anti-war and
other political and cultural activities.

Specific campus policies include non-
censorship of Tharunka (the student
jourmal), opening of all university com-
mittees and course-planning by both
students and staff.

orlum march began 8§

|.00 p.m. on Fri-

plammed with s rally st el
: Flder Park. The dem
day the 18th at !r:n . ahoet an B

and a hal with apt-war songs and gpeechet

tors were then

vehicles.
deliberate apd unwarrante
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even heard his :
jthout waming, police
on foot and horseback charged the crowd.

few of the marchers
dtj:;'-:tili‘ﬂ-‘- Then, W

The resistance of the crowd was maioly
passive and ineffectual and in the next 10
mimotes about 100 people were armrested,
ceveral injured and many brutally rn]q.ﬂ-
handled to the wailting coovoy of police
Therc were many cases of

d assault by

¢
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police on demonstrators before and after
they were arrested. A canister of gas was
dropped into the crowd and some of the
people grrested have claimed that they
were gussed in the police vehicles.

The cops soon managed to clear the street,
but the demonstrators re-grouped on the
steps of Parliament House in a hostile mood
after the umprovoked display of police

SPONSORS SPLIT

Bill Glavin & Rod Webb

At a spomsors’ meeting held in Adelaide
on October 13, a large majority voted to
change the aims of the Vietnam
Moratorium Campaign in South Aus-
tralia.

When the aims came before the meecting
to be reaffirmed, the following amend-
ment was passed:

"Recognising that the war in Indo
China is part of a strategy of world-
wide domination on the part of US
imperialism and its allies, we support
the PRG of South Vietnam and its
programme for the withdrawal of all
foreign troops and the setting up of a
coalition govemment in South
Vietmam™.

Motions of this nature have cropped up at
every VMC meeting held in the past and
have been defeated om the grounds that
this type of aim.can only be divisive in
2 broad anti-war movement. It has
been stromgly fought against on the
grounds that it is the duty of all
revolutionaries to build 3 mass movement
a mass movement containing people of
the most diverse motives and interests
who can combine in action around 3
single effective demand aimed at ending
the war. .

It has been held in the past that the aim:
or demands of the mas: movement
should be framed so that anyone opposed

to the war on any grounds will not be
excluded.

The drguments in support of the
alteration are interesting.

The "revolutionaries” said we thould
“Lell the truth about the war” and aveld
"inmulting the workers by presupposing
that the working class does not under-
stand imperialism". They claimed that
no-one would,be alienated or excluded by
the change in the aims. The last two

arguments are patently false o anyone
who can see further than the confines of
a well-stacked sponsors' meeting.
Whitlam, if he is nothing more than a
shrewd politician, has a better under-
sranding of current working class
consclousness than the Adelaide
Moratorium leaders.

If the "revolutionaries” say that we must
now tell the truth about the war, they
are of course implying that the demand
for "total and unconditional withdrawal
of all foreign troops from Indo-China™ s
dishonest. Strange then that this
demand is the samme as that of the FRG,
whose cause all revolutionaries should
defend in the most effective way possible
The question here then is, which is the
better way to effectively defend the
Viemamese revolution? The answer of
the Moratorium leadership is to severely
limit the audience for their cause by
drawing into the argument a type of
rhetoric which does little to further the
defence of the Vietnamese revolution

':}1 itsell.

While it Is conceded that support of the

PRG is a more politically advanced
demand, this demand, in 1‘1:;.-,1!-:.1_i
terms, doetn't do much more (O & ffect
the disengagement of imperialist forces
[rom Vielnam. On the other h and, the
political effect, in Australlan conditions,
of such a demand being raised at this
time as the main slogan of the mass
movement, far outweighs any possible
advantage the leadershlp may imagine
l.i:\.";,' can gain by educating thelr
preacnl minitcule following to a greater
awareness of the crimes of imperialism
I!I' Moratorium mon et Ll elaid
L this sag 11l to t
ATy Ll i i 1
alm of end & th N

terrorism. The demonstration continas s
the Parliament House steps until abeyp's

night with a wall of cops five rows th

lined up on the footpath and in the
There were dorens of random arrests
cops used the flying wedge tactic tu‘
a path through the demenstrators to get
thelr selected (7) victim. In all a totg) o
141 people were arrested. i

mid.

Dunstan, conveniently out of town at '-, e,
time (this seems to be his favourite
now - he was also convenlentl

when the ALP withdrew suppwzr[?lutmi ;
Mmtnriumf immediately issued a deliy
ately vaguely worded statement to show hiy
concern at the whole affdlr, and hay ﬂm'-”-"r

instituted a Royal Commission ¢ k.
the violence and the reasons fm?tmmW'

We can confidently expect that the Royal
Commission will achieve nothing but will
smother the issue of the Indo-Chinese way
and our part in it under heaps of "law and
ﬂrde;“j h!u:Mﬂt. This will continue the r
trend initiated by the people who 4
from the slaughter in ﬁet];am - aF;iﬂmti ¥
lately aided by the ALP.

The capitalist interests that profit from the
w::z;_-;:mvléit:fnz@ ire seeking, quite success-
Yetnam as the polnt of debate. “Tre ;5
of people to use the streets”, ™ violetice 4
the streets", and "mob rule” has beeg much
publicised by the capitalist press while the =
viclence inflicted on the Vietnam et peoy I
by US-Australian imperialism is convesies *
tly forgotten. The ALP and those trade
unions that supported the ALP's galloping
retreat from the Moratorium helped im-

. J

mensely to chift the focus to the demon-
stration itself and took their stand on the
side of the law and order intercsts.

The ALP's withdrawal of support from the =S8
Moratorium is a clear indication of its
opportunistic, vacillating policy on Viet-
pnam. We cannct expect the ALP todo
anything to endanger its imperialist
alliances without the pressure of a massive =8
anti-war movement to force it to do so.

It iz important that the movement should
not be wavered or sidetracked by the polices
tactics and capitalis propaganda. We mug®
continue to defend our right to march and
strive to build an effective mass movement
against the Indo-Chinese war and imperial-
ism.

/

concrete and principled and accepted
by the widest sections of all people
opposed to the war. Beyond this aim,
revolutionaries should seek to influence _
all sections of this larger move ment 1o 5
their point of view, but this aim should
not be exclusive of the primary one:
it's no use waving the red flag if no-one
turns up to watch you.

£

It might be worthwhile to speculate o
the particular local clrcumstances that
effected a change in the thinking of the

Adelaide leadership. Probably the best
indication can be gained from cme of

the most often-repeated arguments of the =
meeting: "The ALP sold us out last '
time, this time we can do w ithout

them®'.

Is it possible, then, that the leaders

were acting cut of spite, and that their
underlying alm is to get back at the
ALP? For a revolutionary, however,
only justification for a tactical tum _
such significance, would be a comesPoRSs
ing significant change in cbjective COBS
Our guess is that the leaders

' pegsons lic somewhene
yetween pure spite and objective Changss

n.]':ﬂ loms.

At the moment, left-wing hostility
ds the ALP is nowhere J‘:-‘high as It
is in Adelaide. This reaction i3
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Crganisational needs raise themselves,

without summeoniog, in all the spheres
P : latest is
omens eratiom

movement. A despairing letter was
circulated to all the contacts of the
majn groups in Sydney recently. In
this a number of basic questicns of
organisation surfaced eg. need of people
to take responsibility for literature,
newsletter, finances, locality groups,
interral education,program, and premis-
es. These questions seem obvious and
basic yet the real problem of organising
these spheres has been ignored by those
who have so far dominated women's
liberation. Such approaches as

" structures are bureaucratic" or
“ehairmen stifle discussion" in the long
run don't build movements, cnly personal
followings, and cnce the peopleinvolved
become more than a clique zﬁe demon
"organisation' comes unsummoned.
A1l this was shown more clearly at the
meeting on October 6 which resulted
from this appeal to W.L. supporters.
The meeting proceeded in chaos
because of the idea that it is
"bureaucratic” to elect a chairman.
The discussion rambled and often

was dominated by a couple of

people either arguing between them-
selves or making decisions about
agenda procedure and who should
speak.

No concrete decisions were made -
no-one has to commit themselves to
anything much because there was no
yvoting, so no place for reasonable
debate. Somehow a roster system

was planned for manning the
headquarters during certain hours of the
week (to be publicised) committees
were volunteered to take care of
literature and the newsletter.

There was no discussion of the
abortion campaign, which, two months
ago, was the high point of women's
liberation activity. It seems to have
been a burst of activity which has not
been maintained after having been
wvirtually initiated by W.L.

Two main groups were represented.
Firstly, the Glebe group, which is
centred at the headquarters at Glebe

Pt Road. Members of the Glebe group
have put out a couple of issues of a

ribs got busted and s [ew denunclations
were fired. It is clear now, that the
ALP only discredited itsel when it
disassociated itself from the September
Moratorium. And, if only the
"revolutionaries" will understand this,
it will continue to discredit itself so
long as the anti-war movement grows
and grows. We must bulld a movement
30 large that the next time Whitlam
welcomes Nixen's phony peace pro-
posals he writes himself out of the
history books.
As was stated before, such a tactical
tum requires justification in the light
of objective situations. But nothing
has changed. Whitlam has played the
bourgeols democrat before, ribs have
been broken before, and the working
class still sleeps in the suburbs. The
broken ribs and the desunclations
are subjective characteristics of an
unchanged objective titnation. And a
turn to the left of the Moratorium at
this stage is a subjective reactiocn
arising out of a failure to underst. .d
the pature of soclal democracy. Maybe
when the ribs are healed the leaders

will get back to politics. Let's hope so.

ADELAIDE

Barbara Burns

Since a branch was established here, little
progress has been made towards widening
the organisation or carrying out rigorous
campaigns for the emancipation of women.

The movement in Adelaide has a very
small membership and Is practically un-
heard of outside the university campus.
Meetings are held at the university and

of the 20 or so members, of whom 3-5 are
men, are students. An wgent need exiss
for better premizes away from the univer-
sity for wider publicity =0 that women can
be contacted and informed directly-

so that quite often members do not know

when they are being held. It is only by
chance or direct contact with one of the
sers that cme [inds out about the

meetings. When a meeting is held, there

is an apathetic lack of interest by most

people present; in fact, many leave before

it is finished saying that they have some-
thing better to do etc. A chairman is
appointed, but does not function and there
is no planned agenda and the result is a

general casual discussion on many subjects,

with very few conclusions drawn. The

executive is composed of four members but

newsletter and generally maintiined
these headgquarters as well as starting
up quite a comprehensive library of
W.L. literature. Secondly, the
working women's group, which, appears
to have been very active over the lagt
period. They have produced their own
leaflets and have distributed them at
some factories. Regular meetings of a
dozen or so have been beld and now a
"pub crawl” is planned to disribute
more literature. The other groups
represented, such as Sydmey, N.S.W.
and Macquarie Uni's and Balmain,
gave a depressing picture of lack of
continuity and recruitment.

This scems to be a dismal picture and
as long at some people in W.L. refuse
to face the fact that W.L. needs some
basic structure, it will remain so.
Cries for "organisation" at that meeting
cennot be ignored. The complaints
that W.L. seems to be aiming nowhere
and that now recruits quickly drop away,
should be taken to their logical
conclusion. If there is no program and
activity around which people can be
recruited, if there is no structure which
can cope with basic organisational work
like finance and correspondence,
cbviocusly people aren't going to stay
around for lemg. It's all very well
to hope that the "sisterhood” of W.L.
will keep us all together and magically
we will find the awakening masses of
ssed women {locking to the ranks.

If W.L. hat oo alms and no structure
and people even wonder if W.L. is

revoluticnary or not, then W.L.
will continue to become disorientated
and frustrated.

;hrcl ports at the meetings in
no e at m - ruggesting
th:tﬂuyh:ﬂn:ﬂ:lngtuupmt—ngm
entire executive is very rarely present. Y }

o

Cme of the few activities has been the pro-
duction of an article in the daily newspaper
and the distribution of leaflets at the
Adelaide Royal Show, when an anti-
comsumer Cam
article show
informed the movement is in Adelaide.
There was a repetition of facts around the
point "you have to be beautiful to be
succesdul”, and on the whole the :irll:l.cle
a them. had little im . It was merely a lot of
o B Bk ol o i : o words which E;?ld have been condensed to
a rmall paragraph. There was no attempt
at making an analysis or drawing conclus-
{oms and no mention of any solution which
might be worked for. The imue was
attacked at face yvalue without considering
The meetings are disorganised and irregular 2oy underlying social cause.

The Adelaide branch of Women's Liberat- &
{on has made very little attempt to become

familiar with the movement cutside its own
branch. No lmowledge of the activities of

they do not function.

gn was conducted. The
how morganised and un-

\

other branches such as the programme on
abortion in Sydney is available; in fact,
it was thought that the Sydney branch was
practically noo-existent. Not encugh is
imown of the movement throughout Aus-
tralia and the world and there is definitely
need for books and pamphlets to educate
and familiarice ourselves. It is time that
better contacts were made in other states
and regular ioformation letters and bul-
letins exchanged.

As a result of the disorganised nmning of
the movement, there are no plans for
future campaigns. Abortion reform is a
ma jor issue and if a powerful and con-
tinuous campaign can be raised here, as
well as in other states, women may s00D
have acces to an abortion om reques.

A mogramme for equal
warking conditions, promotion and pay for
women instead of their becoming a reserve
cheap work force is importact. In this
society, a woman is trained to think of
herself only as a mother and because she has
pot been trained, is used in dnskilled jobs.
Any womaen who rejects the "woman's role”
for individual development is met with
resentm ent.

U.S. WOMEN'S
STRIKE

The Women's Liberation movement in
the US has now graduated o true mass
gtatus fince the enormoos nation-wide
demonstrations on August 26 last. The
New York action drew 35,000 to 40, 000
to a street march and subsequest rally,
with lesser pumbers in other US cities.

A meeting of Women's Liberaticn recently
suggested changing its name to Human
Liberation a5 3 more favourable means of
gaining support, but this is cbvicusly not
the answer. It must be realised that the
woman's oppression is basically a social
and political one, i.e., it is part of the
capitalist soclety. Success of the move-
ment will involve planning definite future
programmes and raiding the consciommess
of women themselves to struggle for their
rights. These campaigns can be arcund
such things as right to abortion and equal
pay-

The sctions were organised around the
three demands of: free abortion om de-
mand: free 24-hour child-care facilities
controlled by the community; equal
edocational and job opportunities.
Through these clear and relevant demands
the movement has been built on solid
foundations with the prospect of an co-
going and increasing mass movement.
The work of starting to build a movement
around these demands must be started now
so the full potential of the Women's Lib-
eration Movement can be realised. The
Women's Liberation Movement should
cease to become the latest fad for radicals
and get down to the serious work of building
a mass movement.

Photos oo this page show the militant
tome of the demonstration and point to
the sort of actions that should be
envisaged here.
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p sourc 'y oppression?  The key factors which brought about this
& . mmmfindmmto‘ym cmﬁifturc rev:rn]{in woman's social status came out
2 caste or class are led to the conclusion of the transition from a hunting and food-
© St i 1s not capitalism but men who are gathering economy to a far higher mode
.~ the prime enemy- This position leads to of production based upon ap’icu‘_tlh_;rt.
- a false strategy in cur struggle for gock r_:i.sing and urban cnitt.h e -
~ liberation. primitive division of labour :twnm:i e
f['f' sexXes was mp’lac;di t;_.r a ma;ch ﬂumgte-.;c
- i omen's social division abour. ¢ greate
% : i o B i efficiency of labour gave rise to a

 liberation already stands on a higher
.~ jdeological level than did the feminist
“movement of the last century- Many of
| the participants today respect the Marxist
 amalysis, of capitalism and subscribe to
~ Engels' classic explanation of the origins
 of women's oppression. It came about
" through the development of class society,

~ and the state.

~ But there still'remain considerable mis-
~ understandings and misinterpretations of
" Marxist positions which have led some

. omen who consider themselves radicals
socialists to go off course and become
oretically disoriented. Influenced by
s myth that women have always been
dicapped by their child-bearing
tions, they tend to
 wamen's oppression, at least in part,
 biclogical sexual differences. In
lity its causes are exclusively his-
torical and social in character.

of these theorists maintain that

of Marxism but lead to the false
sion that it is not the capitalist

1. 1 propose to challenge this

i ork for explaining
sis of woman's degradation, can
aed up in the following proposit-

3 TR

. women were not always the

; primitive society,

gy

*:!ﬂﬂmequlh of men and re-

by man as such.”

‘breakup of the matriarchal
une and its replacement by

d society with its institutions
rchal family, private prop-

T}A‘{ﬁuﬂed upon the family, private propemy :

attribute the roots

en comstitute a special class or caste.
definitions are not only alien to the

Marxist method, which

d or "'second' sex. Anthropology,

the epoch of tribal collectivism

i the downfall of women colocid-

simble surplus product, which led first
to differentiations and then to deepgoing
divisions between the various se gments

of society-

By virtue of the directing roles played
by men in large-scale agriculture,
irrigaticn and construction projects, as .

wealth was gradually appropriated by a
hierarchy of men as their private pro-
perty. This, in turn, required the
institution of marriage and the family to
fix the legal ownership and inheritance
of a man's property. gh mono-
gamous marriage the wife was brought
under the complete control of her hus-
band who was thereby assured of
legitimate sons to inherit his wealth.

As men took over most of the activities
of social production, and with the rise
-of the family institution, women became
relegated to the home to serve their
husbands and families. The state
apparatus came into existence to fortify
and legalise the instititions of private
property, male dominion and the father-
family, which later were sanctified by
religion.

 but men who are the prime enemy

This, briefly, is the Marxist approach to
the crigins of woman's oppression. Her
cubordination did not come about through
any biological deficiency as a sex. It was

the result of the revolutionary social changes

which destroyed the equalitarian society of

the matriarchal gens or clan and replaced it
with a patriarchal class society which, from

its birth, was stamped with discriminations
and inequalities of many kinds, inc luding
the inequality of the sexes. The growth of
this inherently oppressive type of socio-
economic organisation was responsible for
the historic downfall of women.

But the downfall of women cannot be fully
understood, nor a correct social and
political solution worked out for their
liberation, without seeing what happened
at the mme time to men. It is too often
overlooked that the patriarchal class
system which crushed the matriarchy and
its communal social relations also

{ratriarchy - or tribal thood of men.
Woman's overthrow went hand in hand
with the subjugation of the mass of toiling
men to the master class of men.

ghattered its male :m:::g:ﬂ. the

The import of these developments can be
more clearly seen if we examine the basic
character of the tribal structure which
Morgan, Engels and others described as a
system of “primitive communism”. The
clin commune was both a sisterhood of
women and a brotherhood of men. The
sisterhood of women, which was the
essence of the matriarchy, denoted its
collectivist character. The women worked
together as a community of sisters; their
social labours largely sustained the whole
community. They also ralsed their chil-
dren in common. An individual mother
did pot draw distinctions between her own
and her clan sisters' progeny, and the
children iz turn regarded all the older
sisters as thelr mutual mothers. 1o other
words, communal production and com-
munal possessions were accompanied by
commumnszl child-raising.

_ | The male counterpart of this sisterhood

BY EVELYN REED

was the brotherhood, which was moulded
in the same communal pattern as the
sisterhood. Each clan or phratry of clans

' tribe was regarded as a
from the male standpoint
just as it was viewed as a "sisterhood"” or
"motherhood™ from the femnale standpoint.
In this matriarchal-brotherhood the adults
of both sexes not only produced the
pecessities of life together but also pro-
vided for and protected the children of
th- community. These features made the
<isterhood and brotherhood a system of

Mprimitive communism®.
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Thus, before the family that had the in-
dividual father standing at its head came
into existence, the functions of father-
hood were a social, and not a family
function of men. More-than this, the
earliest men who performed the services
of fathethood were not the mates OF
hushands” of the clan sisters but rather
their clan brothers. This was not simply
because the processes of physiological
paternity were unknown in ancient society
More decisively, this fact was imelevant
in a society founded upon collectivist
relations of production and communal
child-ralsing.

However odd it may seem to people today,
who are so accustomed to the family form
of child-raising, it was perfectly natural
in the primitive commune for the clan
brothers, or "mothers’ brothers”, to per-
form the paternal functions for theif
dsters’ children that were later taken

oyer by the individual father for his wife's
children.

The first change in this sister-brother

clap system came with the growing tendency
for pairing couples, or "pairing families” as
Morgan and Engels called them, to live to-
gether in the same community and house-
hold. However, this simple cohabitation
did oot substantially alter the former
collectivist relations of the productive role
of the women in the community. The
sexual division of labour which had for-
merly been allotted between clan sisters
and brothers became gradually transformed
into a sexual division of labour between
hushands and wives.

But so lang as collectivist relaticns pre-
vailed and women continued to participate
in soclal production, the original equality
between the sexes more or less persisted.
The whole community continued to fus-
tain the pairing units, just as each ino-
dividua! member of these units made his

C . M
B i st e S M
-y

1ey.

Consequently, the pairng family, which?
appearcd
differcd radically
of our times.
capitalist system, )
<ink or swim through its own efforts = b
cannct count on assistance [rom mtﬁ:- )
SOUrCCS.
husband while
the parcnls
the wage-camers who supprort them Jre
stricken by uncmployment,
dJeath.
family,
of dependency upon
since the whole community took carc o8
cach individual's basic necds frem the
cradle to the grave.

in the primitive communc, of
oppressions and family antagon
which we are so familiar.

It is sometimes said or
domination has always existed and
women have alway:
by men.
belicyed that the relations between Lug

the reverse of our own - with womens 1§ ‘hf

Under the clan system of the sisterhpd

was no more possibility for one scx IO
dominate the other thun there was for @
class 1o exploit the other.

cause they were the chicl producers U
necessities of life as well as the proc
of new
the oppressors of men.
tyranny.

As Engels pointed out,

and the p:.ll'.'li.lf‘l:
{orces came into pla

san's children and his chiﬂhﬂlftiﬁiﬁ:‘ e

. his abasement of women has been 2 per-
/ ) anent feature of all three stages of class
. . sfety, from slavery through feudalism to
l‘_mg_lhm. So long as women led or par-
cipated in the productive work of the
hole community, they commanded
spect and esteemn. But once they were
smembered into separate family units
cupled a servile position in home
q dily, they lost their prestige along
i their influence and power.

wonder that such drastic social

h‘h i 1d bring about intense and
furing antagonism between the
As Engels says:

¥ f i
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jGgamy then does by no means enter
%2 reconciliation of man and wife,
1 ]ess as the highest form of mar-

n the contrary, it enters as the

b of one sex by the other as the
on of an antagonism between the
pown in all preceeding history - ..
i <t c]ass antagonism appearing in

lory coincides with the development of
antagonism of man and wife in mono-
jry, and the first class oppression with

jat of the female by the male sex."

sadle State, Kerr edition, p.79).
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A J It 1s pecessary to note a distinction
-? £n two degrees of women's oppression
T} I.J..h 5 .,_.-.l.'__ Iu Talel

e LE MEENSE
frm family of the pre-industrial age,
amen held a higher status and were

i%d more respect than they receive
ensumer [amily of our own city

e nuclcar family.

at the dawn of the family systems
from the nuclear fam

In our ruthless competitive
cyery tiny family must

LiRE &
e fie it Ly
- Ry

The wife is dependent upon the
the children must look to
for their subsistence, cven il

sic kness o
In the peried of the peliring i
however, there wis no ach sysieng
“family cconomicssy

\

long as Agriculture ard craft industry

p
o

L -I.i.l'.ll:d d
m family,
pded" fami

inant in the cconomy, the
which was 4 large or "ex-
y, remained a viable pro-
tive unit. §All its meribers had vital
ctions to perform according to sex and,
The women in the family helped
tivate the d and engaged in home
fuseries, as well as bearing children,
{le the children and older folks produced|
ir share acgording to ability.

Thic was the material basis for the 3bS
those $E
1=ms, Wil
R
% .I
implicd that mak
been orutally tred
it is also widely fis changed fith the rize of industrial
§ monopolyl capitalism, and the nuclear
nily . Once masses of men were dis-
s s3¢d from the land and small businics-

m

ecq'&;w-.t‘ge carmers in [actories,
had nothiog but their labour power 1o
i to ¢ g capitalist bosses for their means
subsictente.. The wivesof these wage
Soasted from their former produc-
and home-craft labours, became:
sendent upon their husbands for
prt of themselves and their chil-
11 men became dependent upon

¢ Bostes, their wives became more
egdent upon their husbands.

Contrariwisc,

sexes in matriarchal society were mE rely

dominating men. Neither of these prosas
positions is borne oul by the ;mrhmpfl e

gyvidence.

It is not my intention to glorify the’e
of savagery nor advocate a romantic
turn to some past "golden age”. D
economy founded upon hunting and 108
zathering is the Jowlicst stage in b
development and its living conditi onSweeR
rude, crude and harsh Neverthele SEE
must recoenise that male and fe al
rclations in that kind of socicty wer
damentally different from ours.

']

Wlcgrecs therefore, as women were
Bped of their cconomic self-dependence
¥ [ell ever lower in social esteem. At
ginningz of class society they had been
pvod from social production and secial
rhip Lo become
ing through their husbands
ly. But with the displacement of the
b tive farm family by the nuclear
industrial ciry life, they were
h fron the ir 1ast foothold on solid

\

women and the brotherhood ol men y

Waomen
occupied the most eminent position be-
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life. But this did not make t Y
Their commiAss

S 1 were then givea two dismal ale-
facial or sexuali

yrs. They could either seek a hus-

= provider and be penned up there-

s houssew ives in city tenements or

Mments to raise the next gencration of

$laves. Or the poorest and most un-

atc could po as marginal workers into

N [Hs%and factories (alang with the
{fcn) and be sweated as the most down-

fden and underpaid section of the labour

society cxcluded € lass,

with the rise of i

i.'T.i‘n".i.tL‘ [xgrgﬁ$1 onoTd mouws r:urru
hal family, new socia
y in both society BRes
large and in the famnily set up which de-
groyed the rights exc rcised by earlics
womankind. From simple cohabitationt
of pairing couples there arose the rigidlys
fixed, legal system of monOgamous .
marmriage. This brought the wife and &
children under the complete control of & pggles or foutght along with men for
the husband and father who gave the 8 provements in their wages and working
family his name and determined their S8 pditions. But women as dependent house-
ditions of life and destiny. Ves have had no such means of social
iggle. They could only resort to com-
g ints or wrangles wich husband and chil-
n over the miserie: of their lives. The
vion between the sexes became deeper
Kl sharper with the abject dependency of
¢n and their subservience to men.

ey the past generations women wage-
kert have conducted their own labour

Women, who had once lived and workEs
together as a community of sisters ay 8
raized thelir children in common, nd ‘
came dispersed as wives of individual m
serving their lords and masters in indiyia
households. The former cqu:[ilnriﬂi'x
division of labour between the men ARSS
women of the commune gave way to
{amily division of labour in which
woman was more and more removed §
ocial production to serve as a house :
drudge for husband, home and famib¥
Thus women, once "governesses” O
oclety. were degraded under
formations to become the gover

gpite the hypocritical homage paid to
ankind as the "sacred mother” and
oted homemaker, the worth of women
bk to its lowest point under capitalism.
 bousewives do not produce commod-=
®the market nor create amy surplus
or the profiteers, they are not cen-
B Specations of capitalism. Only

-er goods fields. This exploitation of women

farm-family produccrs, What is the most instructive lesson to be
for home and

While wealthy women can hire

. servants to  ©f us belong | :
do the dull chores for them, poor women arePopulation. In short, AL
riveted to an endless grind for their whole ~are 8 multiclas sex. g
lives. Their condition of servitade is e e B
pounded when they are obliged to take his is not an . At
outside job to help sustain the fami one another b _ B S
Shouldering two responsibilities instead of actual divisions that exist. The notion that e
cme, they are the "doubly oppressed”s 1l women as a sex have more in common g i

: 3 do members of the same class with one S

he same class v , to other forces - even ¢
e g Sl o e e i sl
compelling ties-

It is true that all forms of class society have-The maxim of the Irish revolutionists -

hemmbdmhmdnﬁﬂ:u "“who would be fre Ty
trained from the cradle on to be chauvin- mmnm.n_w od must

that men as sach of women's Liberaton.

exploited men who are
by the main enemy of women, which i the as before.
capitalist system. These men likewise have
a stake In the Liberation struggle of the :

women. They can and will become our

liberation movement, it is incorrect to
make that the central issue. This tends to . —
cooceal or overlook the role of the ruling A S

! powers who not only breed and benefit from
all forms of discrimination and oppression
vut are also responsible for breeding and
srstaioing male chauvinism. Let us re-
memher thit male supremacy did not

exie in the primitive commune, founded
»=on sisterhood and brotherhood. Sexiom,
like recism, Y“as ity roots in the private
property noaen:.

Even middle-class housewives in the
Western world, despite their economic ad-
vaulzcs, are victimised by capitalism.
The isolated, monotonous, trivial circum-
stances of their lives lead them to "living
through” their children - a relaticmship
which fosters many of the neuroses that
afflict family life today. Secking to allay
their boredom they can be played upon and

A false theorezical position easily leads to
preyed upon by the profiteers in the consum

a false strategy in the struggle for women's
liberation. If all women compose 2 class
then all men must form 3 counterclass -
the oppressor class. What conclusion
flows from this premise 7 That there are oo
men in the oppressed clo«? Where does
this leave the million. [ cppressed white
working men who, like the oppressed
Blacks, Chicanos and other minorities, are
exploited by the monopolists? Don't they
have a central place in the struggle for
social revolution? At what point and under
what bamer do these oppressed peoples of
all races and both sexes join together for
common action agains their commaon
enemy? To oppose women 35 3 class
against men as 4 clas can only result in a
diversion of the real class struggle.

a5 consumers is part and parcel of a system
that grew up in the first place for the ex-
ploitation of men as producers.

The capitalists hayve ample reason for
glorifying the nuclear family. lts petty
household is a gold mine for all sorts of
hucksters from real estate agents to the
manufacturers of and cosmetics.
Just as automobiles are produced for in-
dividual use instead of developing adequate
mass transportation, so the big corporations
can make more money by selling small
homes on private lots to be equipped with
individual washing machines, refrigerators,
and other such items. They find this more
profitable than building large-scale housing
at low rentals or developing community
services and child-care centres.

In the course of our sruggle, and as part

aof it, we will re-educate mea who have
been brainwashed mto believing that women
are naturally the inferior sex due to some
flaws in their biclogical makeup. Mea will
have to leam that, in the hierarchy of op-
iressions created by capitalism, their
chauvinism and dominance is another
weapon in the hands of the master class for
maintaiging its rule. The exploited worker,
confronted by the even worse plight of his
dependent bousewife, cannot be complac-
ent about it - he must be made to see the
somrce of the oppressive power that has
degraded them both.

The underlying source of women's oppres-
sion, which is capitalism, caonot be
abolizhed by women alone, nor by a coa-
lition of women drawn from all classes. It
will require a worldwide struggle for
socialism of the working masses, female
and male alike, together with every other
section of the oppressed, to overthrow the
power of capitalism.

In the second place, the isolation of women,
each enclosed in a private home and tied to
the same Kitchen and nursery chores, hin-
ders them from banding together and becom-
ing a strong social force or a serious

political threat to the Establishment Finally, to say that women lorm 2 separate

caste or cliss mugt logically lead to ex-
tremely pessimistic cooclusions with re-
gard to the antagonism between the sexes
in cootrast with the revoluticnary optimism
of the Marxists. For unless the Two sexet
are to be totally separated, or the men
liquidated, it would seem that they will
have to remain forever at war with each
other.

In conclusion, we must ask, what are the

connections between the struggle for
drawn from this highly condensed survey of = i janeration and the souggle for

the long imprisonment of womankind in the

home and family of class society - which socialism?
‘stands in such marked contrast to their
stronger, more independent position in pre-
class society? It shows that the inferior
status of the female sex is not the result of
their biclogical makeup or the fact that d uptl ¢ It is imperative for

they are the child-bearers. Child-bearing
o ity tn e i come; L o kel

it became a handicap, above all, in the ; .
nuclear family of cur times. Fnclrl- women ?'i“m :;h:'-;h::'hnls bt:H:.: ::: polu:]ri
are torn apart by the conflicting obligations ﬂ:mﬂ :ni.ucn"e the new phase of the women's

of taking care of their children at home :
. liberation movement surfaced a year or &0 more than a few thousand years old. They
‘;:,“:;‘,;;ﬁ‘;,::"f,:;ﬁ‘; working outside to  ,po ynd e ven before. were produced by the dragtic social changes
p which brought the family, private propemny
The women's movement begins, like other and the state into existence.
movements for liberation, by putting for-

First, even though the full goal of women's
liberation cannot be achieved short of the
socialist revolution, this does not mean

that the struggle to secure reforms must be : S8
As Marxists we have 2 mare realistic and

hopeful message. We deny that women's
inferiority was predestined by ber biological
makeup or has always existed. Far from
being eternal, woman's subjugatioa and the
bitter hostility between the sexes are ©2

Women, then, have been condemped to
their oppressed status by the same social

. ward elementary demands, such as equal This view of history points up the necesity
forces and relations which have broaght es with men in education, jobs for a 30 less thoroughgoing revolutico in
sbout the oppression of one class by another. £ pay; for free abortions on de- socio-economic relations to uproot the
one race by another, and one nation by mand; for centres financed by causes of inequality and achieve full
ancther. It is the capitalist system - the ., covemment but controlled by the com- emancipation for our sex. This is the

ultimate stage in the development of class .
society - which is the fundamental source
of the degra

ty.
dation and oppressicn of women. ﬁﬁwm exposes,
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Whnn the Roger: plan was accepied by
both Israel and Egypt many people were
writing off the chances of a Palestinian
revolotion. Now, only a few months
later; it would be impossible to fall into
the same emror of judgment. The airliner
hijsckings, the revoltionary upsirge In
Jordan and the death of President Nosser
have 0]l enmured that.

The hijackdngs of the four Western-owned
airliners were closely connected with the
Rogers Plan, and the Popular Fromt For
The Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) which
carried out the operation had several
purposes in mind. The most important
ob ject was to protest to the whole world
about the Plan which denies the
Palestinians the right to seli-
determination - their right to exist as a
nation in their own territory.

photo of fedayeen.

The protest was directed particularly at
the US, the instigator of the Plan (two of
the planes hijacked and blown up were
American) and the UAR, who took the
lead in accepting the Plan. The first
plane to be hijacked was thus diverted to
Cairo. The future of negotiations in
which Palestinions can play no part has
now been succesdully disupted.

At the moment the talls are suspended
anyway, due to Israell intransigence,
but the possibility of these negotiations
“succeeding”, i.e., selling out the
Palestinians, has now diminished.

The second purpose of the hijacking was
to help secure the release of various
Palestinians held in West Germany,
Switzerland, Israel and later on, Britain.
There were three commandos imprisoned
in Switzerland and three more in Germany
as a result of attacks on Izraeli planes.
The last plane belonged to BOAC and was
hijacked to put pressure on the British
rument to release Leila Khaled who
was captured after an unsuccessful
attempt to divert an El-Al plane.
A further justification was given by Ceorge
Habash, undisputed leader of the PFLP -
“we have to stand against whoever sup-
perts lmael economically, militarily,
politically, ideologically. This means
the 135:.I and almost every country in

Europe".

iﬂfﬁgm consider it both the
of every sied people
to fight for their Hhﬂitmnd ﬂlscl':]'lpﬂj.i:t
?" the n:;:::ii to achieve their liberation
comp ¥ up to that essed le
themselves. This does ngtn:nem uTr:fn-
ing from some fratemal criticism of the
on given to the Palestian revolut-
ion by certain leaders. Our criticism of
the PFLP under Habash concemns the tac-
tics which have substituted spectacular
acts carried by a small sumber of men
and women for revolutionary mass
action. The Palestinian revolution will

succeed only when the Arab masses are
mobilised in the struggle. Alzo the
attitude that support for the Palestinian
cause can ¢ be mobilised amongst the
world at large including Istaeli and other
Jewish masses was criticised by the left-
wing of the group which, under the
leadership of Naif Hawateh, broke away
in February 1969 and formed the Popular
Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PDF).

The fighting in Jordan broke out
immediately after the hijacking, but
was not, however, a consequence of the
hijacking. King Hussein and the pro-
imperialiet generals of his army have
been plotting for some time to destroy
the Palestinian revolution. The threat
to them and their imperialist bosses
from the mobilization of the maetes was

. T s ¢ i
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“The Emerging Arab Commando” was tiie UPI gave to this 1968

patently clear. A very good example of
the rising conscioumness of the Palestinian
and Jordanian masses was shown in Irbid,
the country's third largest city and
leading industrial centre. In Irbid,
several mmes have been undertaken
including a shelter building effort, a
literacy campaign and militant union
action. Thete iovolved the vast majority
of the local population both Palestinian
and Jordanian, under the leadership of
the PDF. Just before the fighting broke
out a new stage was reached with the
people of the town being organised at
street and district level as well as in the
city as a whole. They were organised

to take over the city, its adminigtration,
its defence and their political education.
Only the army attack stopped them from
taking over.

The new militancy and the rise in
conxcioumess of the masses frightened
Hussein and the army generals and they
had decided some time before to destroy
the movement. Yaser Arafat, leade:
of the Palestinian Liberation Organisatic:
told the Arab eovoys in advance,
“gentlemen, please inform your govern-
ments that King Hustein has deliberately
prepared a detailed plan which must
culminate in a bloodbath. | have
irrefutable cvidence that he intends to
liquidate the Palestinisn resistance
lighters".

"l presume that your government cannot
or will ot do anything for us but | insist
oo informing you of this matter, that you
cannot one day wash your hands of all
ﬁ;‘pﬂﬂjibilit}"'. (Le Monde, September

Those comments were confirmed within
a few days when on the one hand the
army attacked the Palestinlans and on
the other hand the Arab reglmes all
washed their hands of the actions.

What followed became a massacre. The

Recent Developments

Palestinians have less than 25,000 troops
plus some which are armed but which
lack military training and heavy weapons.
They could not be compared with the
much larger Jordanian Army which had
the added advantages of heavy equip-
ment like armoured cars, tanks and air
support.

The mumber of those dead was estimated
at up to 30,000, mainly civilians, to
tens of thousands more injured and
homeless.

"The Bedouin soldiers of King Hussein,
who came in from the desert to drive
the Palestinian commandos out of
Amman, have devastated the city as if
they were in an occupied territory and
not the capital of their own country.

"After slx days o gl oy, i3 L e
to find an undamaged house; certain

neighbourhoods have been pulverised
by artillery, especially the vast refugee
camps in the outlying districts where
thousands of Palestinians live cramped
up as many as a dozen to a room”,
(Eyewitess account by Alex Efty in
Amman, published in Le Monde of
September 25).

Arafat's prediction about the expected
rcaction from the Arab governments

was also confirmed. When the
Palestinians were defending themselves
against the Jordanian Army, the Irald
troops stationed in Jordan te support the
Palestinians were leaving the country.
The anti-imperialist Arab states”, UAR,
Sudan and Lybia were doing their best
to achieve a cease fire, taking what
they called a seutral attitude. Those
troops could have easily finithed off
Hussein by cutting off supplies to the
Jordan task force.

In grdcr to protect their own regimes and
the status quo they took a capitulationist
position toliing the Palestinians to lay
down their arms and accept a cease fire.
They originally suggested an Arab

summit conference to discuss the problem.
It was only after the Palestinian resistance
moyement refused to lay down their arms
that a small committee led by President
Numeiry of the Sudan was sent to Jordan
to bring about a cease fire.

Superficially the position taken by

Syria seemed to be remarkably different
than that of the other Arab countries.
Syrian tanks were reported to cross the
border into Jordan. This has now been
discovered to have been propagated by
the West in order to justify American or
Israeli intervention in the area. It was
tanks and forces of the Palestinian
iberation Army stationed in  yria
which crosed the border into Jordan. It
is quite likely that the P1A force did
recelve some help from the Syrlan Army.
Howewer it did lack the esential air
support and any other ald which was
given was soon withdrawn.

The Syrian aid was a direct result of the
mobilisation of workers and students and
not a conscious direction of the Syrian
Government.

- g

DISPERSED. Palestinian refugees leaving Israel at close of Juné
1967 war, They told newsmen Israeli troops drove them Irom thelr

The Soviet Union's role, which hay
blown out of all proportion by the
bourgeois media for similar pe
for their other distortions, plaveds
reactionary role 1n the events, fee
interests being threatened by the
radicalisation of the Arab mapmey,
Soviet bureaucracy worked agitnn
pro-Palestinian intervention by gm_.
well as against the threatened inter. 1
vention on behalf of Imperialjsm j .
:{inngu:sein by the United States ant
srael. -

This threatened invasion b

Istael has been Lmderpla?ts ?:E <
Plans for direct invasion and the use ot
paratroopers, marines and US bomb ery'
to keep King Hussein in power were
drawn up. One of the numerous nevw
papers to describe it was the Los

"The US is positioning planes St ot
and troops in and around the Midgie

East to intervene in Jordan W ddent
Nixon decides American help 1™ =8
necesmary to prevent guerrillas %

ousting King Hussein and to recOverg
54 airliner hostages."”
.According to the Los Angeles Timegs
"MNixon was prepared to:

", Send American fighter-bombers
from the two Sixth Fleet carriers now in
the eastern Mediterranean into battle in
support of Jordanian troops and to fly ak
defence missions against Irald and

Syrlan planes (if these should intervens
on the gide of the commandos) ...

. Fly in emergency shipments of
small arms and ammunition which the
Jordanian troops reportedly need. .

As a last resort, land army para- 4

troops now in Germany or helicopter- =
bormme marines now en route om & c&
from Nerth Carolina™.

The Israeli Army on the other hand in 1

vened effectively. By taking pressure &8

the Jordanian Army it released the
Hussein army to attack the Palestinian®
people. By putting pressure on Syria it
rendered the Syrian Army even more
ineffective. k

What about the death of President
Nasser?

The death of Nasser marks an eﬂ'ﬂ -
era. Naszer was the last of the a#ti-

imperialist, petty bourgeois leaders whe
affected the destioy of their coumtry-

o b

homes after cease-fire was established.

o R
ampion no ' seems,
com ly ooked sub

on that council. Following the 1968
Palestine Comncil l;'wn‘lum :: new ;:d
tignificant group & rom

Palestine Liberation Movement - the
Popular Democratic Front For the Liberat-
ion of Palestine. Sneh makes cne minor
reference to this be makes no
reference to the Palestine Council session
of September 1969 where the PDFLP fought
for the scceptance of 2 oumber of pro-
gressive proposals. Among the proposmals
WETE:

i+ SRAEL BECAUSE
GHT L OOUR LAND

% ‘. :

Others in this category included Nkrumah
and Sukamo. Only the perspective of
time will give us a chance to analyse
the impact of his death. However,

the best statement on the effect of his
death on the liberation struggle was
given by a member of the Knesset (the
Israeli Parliament). He said Naster was
the only ome who could make war with
Israel but he was the only Arab leader
strong enough to make peace with

Istael. In other words, Nasser was the
only Arab leader who could have signed
a peace agreement on the basis of the
Rogers Plan and not be immediately
overthrown. His death eliminates this
possibility and leaves the way open for an
increased radicalisation of the Arab
masses.

The lessons socialists should draw from
‘I'JIH: recent evenis ane Ellll‘ cut. T}.!t
defence of the Palestinian revolution is
going to become one of the most
important tasks of all socialists, along
with the defence of the Vietnamese
revolution. An inotensive educational
campaign must be organised.
Propaganda activities amongst
radicalising youth, such as those
attending Moratoriums, are also
essential.

A

assir ArafatfAbuy Ammiar .
:r of Al Fateh.

and Nathan Weinstock

{add 5 cents each for postage)

estinian camp in Lebanon
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FAT EH

Photo by Paul Boutelle

Marxism or

Zionism

A Review Rrod Quinn

s::me critical remarks on "Arafat the

Adored and Lenin the Ignored”. Author
Dr. Moshe Soeh, Isaeli MP, published

by the Jewish Progressive Centre, Mel-

boume.

Before attempting a criticism of this
booklet, we assert that apy just and
realistic peace should guarantee the
recidential rights of all pow in Imael.

Moshe Sneh,: one-time Haganah (the
Jewish military organisation) leader, has
passed from the right-wing of Zionis
politics to the right-wing of the split
Israel Cammumist Party (MAKL). The
only immutable feature of his political
life is his service to Zionism. In pub-
lishing Sneh's propaganda piece, the
Jewish Progressive Centre leaves no
doubt as to its pro-Zionist bias.

For Ziomism, the role of organisations
such as MAKI, MAPAM and now it
appears, the JPC, are as public relations
representatives among liberals and
leftists. If understanding and clarity on
the Middle-East are the aims of the
JPC, why publish Sneh and not the work
of Marxist {and Jewish) scholars such as
Maxime Rodinson and [mec Deutscher?
Why ignore lmaeli non-Zionists such as
the activists in the Imacl Socialis
Organisation and the Imaeli Revolution-
ary Action Committee Abroad?

From the pot pourri of distortions, half-
truths and pseude-Leninist chetoric, we
can but concentrate om the most birarre
Soeh's uste of Lenin guotations is as
cynical as it is irrelevamt. At no stage
did the Bolsheviks tolerate the Ziomist
answer to the guestion of Jews in Russia
Lenin's attitude to a state which in con-
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cert with British and Frepch imperialism
intervened when Egyptians nationalised
their canmal, oppesed Algerian indepen-
dence and gave moral support to US
aggression in Vietnam would be
unequivocal.

v«n s« The necessity for mllying agsins
the imperialists of the West defending the
capitalist world is one thing. There can
be no doubt about that and it would be
superfluous for me to speak about my
poconditional approval of it. But it is
another thing when we ourselves lapse,
even if omnly in details, imto imperialia
attitudes towards oppressed patiomalities,
thus undermining all oor sincerity oa
principle, all cur principled defence of
the struggle against imperialism

o

"It is essential to expose contioually the
deception fostered among the masses of
the toilers in all, and especlally the
backward countries, by the imperialist
powers aided by the privileged claswes of
the subject countries in creating under
the mask of political independence
various Government and State institutions
which are in reality completely
dependent upon them economically,
financially and militarily. As a striking
example of the deception practised upoan
the working clastes of a subject country
through the combined efforts of the

A llied imperialism and the bourgeocisie
of the given nation, we may cite the
Palemine affair of the Zionists, where
under the pretext of creating a Jewish
gate in Palestine, in whick the lews
{form only an insignificant part of the
population, Zionism has delivercd the
mative Arab working population to the
exploitation of England”

* army, e.§., esdablishmest of soldiers'

{a) the Arab reacticoary forces must be
among the esemlies of Palestioe;

{o) that unified Palestine should accept
the present Jewish population withoot
religious, racial or political discrimination;

{c) to place first among its friends, the
world revolutionary movement and workers'
sates;

{d) the democratisaticn of the Palestinizn

councils, abolishing of ranks, mtrodociog
political education etc.

While the PDFLP found itself in a2 mincrity
position, the debate introduced new per-
spectivet into the Palestine [iberation
movement. In disegarding this develop-
ment, Sneh, MAKI and presumably the
Jewish Progresive Centre have trampled
on the tenets of socialist internationaliem -
the only real policy for socialis

revolutionaries to porsge. To them per-
laps, the bourgeois state of Igzel is more
paortable than the struggle for a multi-
national, multi-religious workers' zate
For them, Isael is the exception. The
grubby tatters of "peaceful co
barely conceal Soeh's classe=collaboration-
it features. To atk a Palestinia i
to peacelully co-exist with Timiar
deceltfol as asking a poor Jew of Eastern
origin to co—exist peacefully with hi
right-wing and exsentially racist rulers in
Jerusalem. As Soeh and his poblishers
affect such igonorance of Falestinian
politics, perhaps they would claim that

|

Hussein and his Palessinian sb jects should
peacelully co-exist.

As a means of gathering support againm
the Turls, imperialist Britain provided
the charter for Zionist amnexation of
Palestine (the Balfoor Declaration), with
the coomivance of the World War 1 victo
through their League of Nations, a meady
mickle of Jewish colonists and funds cog-
tinued to flow ioto Palestine; the com-
binaticn of Nad bestiality and Western
irresponsibility changed the pre-war flow

ioto a post-war torrent of refugees; the
Soviet Union and the USA, two countries
with a buge land mas between them,
"legalized™ the sequ 1y
Palestine by using their dominance of the
UN; misleadership and betrayal by con-
tempomany pro-Westemn Amb governments,
Zionist temrorism and Crecho-5Slovak arms
for Isruel completed the terrible coup-de-
iy Tw

There is no ready solotion -

er-commander Soeh's west bank Bantustan

=

proposal serves only to confuse the

gullible. The geouine friepds of the
seople in Issel/Palestine lock with hape to
to Arab and Jewish revolutionary inter-

cgtionaliss - in their strength lies the

promizge .

MAPAM, a large "Marxist” Zionis party,
dcularly srong in the kibbutr move-

From the "Question of Natonalities"or aof
‘Aptomomisation”™, Lenin 30/12/1922.

Thesis on the National and Colomial
Question, 1920.
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*They got some batom today, and they'll
s lot more in the future”, was
tor Platfuss' remark following the
frenetic attack oo 300 Latrobe student
demonstrators on September 16.

. at Latrobe and Latrobe Publicat-
E:.imgﬁiccr Mr. R. W. Segrave, j?mcd
1500 students in influencing the Vice-

C!hzm:ellm Dr. Myers to ask Fremier

Bolte to investigate complaints. Already
cases against a sudent and a lecturer
have been dismissed - lies told by police
wimesses were too blatant.

It is significant that the police attack
i W
Dr. Alan Ward, senicx e ol Melbourne's buge turnout indicated that
the Melbowne Moratorium mmftmem
could not be intimidated into silence.

-as so close to the Moratorium.

& THE FIRST A.LF.

History is generally written from the view-
p-ui::::rli ﬂlg;:mliug classes, and therefore
remembers what they want to remember,
and forgets what they want to forget.
Nothing qualifies an event lor il:imlﬂlm.'l

to the great collection of historical

“acts” more than its use by many consecut-
ive historiaps, and nothing qualifies it for
the status of unfact more than their ignos-
ing of it.

Ome such unfact of Australian history worth

ringing to light at the moment is & mass
Eemfmgraumghnaged by troops of the AIF
oo the Mth of February, 1916. It was re-

ed at the time by the Sydney Momning

Herald, from which the quotes below are
taken, but it was rapidly "fqr:goﬂen"
{except of course, by participants and
eye-witnesses) in the days following, no
doubt under the influence of Prime
Minister Billy Hughes' censoring War Fre-
cautions Act. "D Notices” imposed on
journalism about Australia's role in
Vietnam haye likewise done a great deal
to pase ideas of what Australians are
mll}' doing in Vietnam out of the
people's consciousness.

- lan McDougall

The Herald estimated that 15, 000 troops
were inyolved in this demonstration,
which was triggered off by efforts of the
Army to increase the m:elsll

‘training from 36 to 40}. They stormed

1 1, commandeered trains
and ntnt,nfa:ln!y, marched up and down
the town publicising their grievances and
violating te property, were fired on
with one fatality and many injuries, and
then finally returned to the camp. Sub-
sequently 1000 of them were dishonourably
discharged for mlsconduct, drunkenness
and being absent without leave, and 116
other men including the "ringleadens”
were held in custody for court martial.
And recruiting continued to decline.

Modern readers will find that the stories
contain some strangely familiar ideas.
The whole thing was the work of a few
drunken agitators. A man with a foreign
accent (Cerman accent() wis teen eggog
them om in Sydney. It was all due to
@rog (read sex, drugs etc.) and moves
~were subsequently made to reduce hotel
trading hours. The capitalig class, its
pres and politicians, true to their

elitis outlook, still refuse today to con-
cede that the huge numbers of people
who demonstrate in the streets have mings
of their own. There must be some group
analogous 1o 32 board of directors manipul-
ating them from somewhere.

A few weeks ago there was 3 "mutiny”
by Australiap naval ratings at Coclatoo

Dock. They went on strike for hall a day
in protest over their pay, and were Te-
warded for their trouble with an increase
granted by the Minister for Defence the
same day, setting an excellent precedent
for other servicemen and workers.

‘fhe Carden Island strike and the mutiny
described below are a fitting reminder to
the reactionaries of today that "lawless—
opss” and demonstrations of coe kind ox
another are not the preserve of the young,
the "hippie element”, "longhairs”,

“ec ruffy louts™, etc., €lc. There is 2
hidden traditicn invelving a much wider
cross section of the population, including
those heroes of the war memorial, the
First AlF.

RIOTING.

SOLDIERS REFUBE
T» DRILL.

TWO CAMPS TDLL

HOTELS .AND SHOPS
WERLCKLED.

ONL MAN- KILLED.

RIOTS AT LIVERPOOL
AND SYDNEY.

At breakdast-time yesterday, about 5000
troops of the Australian Imperial Forces,
camped at Casula, near Liverpool, refused
duty, and demanded the retraction of a new
training syllabus which had been issued that
moming. When it was explained to them
that the new syllabus was 2 camp order
issued from headquarters, and could not be
treated in that cavalier fashion, almost the
whole body of men marched out of the
camp and on 1o the town of Liverpool.
Arrived at Liverpool, the principal training
camp of the Commonwealth, the men
called to their colleagues there, and in a
{ew mimutes' time about 15, 000 soldiers
were on strike.

Led by a comparatively few irresponsible
young privates, in some cases already half
drunk, though the day had not long started,
thousands of soldiers simply took possession
of the trains from Liverpool, and subsequ-

hased at specific schools.
%

There were of

course school magazines that were censored

by the headmasters as well. Among the
underground papers were "Dissent”,
"Critique” and the "Monthly Rag" at En-
field High School. These were suppressed
by headmasters and teachers and the
students that were printing them were
quickly reprimanded and sometimes ex-
pelled. These papers achieved very little
change for the students. Some of these
news-sheets fm.-lin.lr' HCrtigque' and "Dds
sent”) took a comp etely Maolst stance
and defined teachers and headmasters in

typical phraseology such as "lackeys",

“paper tigers", "renegade" and "scabs".

These types of terms appealed very little

to the ordinary student. Ancther setback
was the lack of unity between students.
This was because news-sheels were con-
fined to particnlar schools. Even though
they agitated locally the students as a
whole did not fight for any common aims.

ently wrecked buriness houses.

As darkness came over the city 1l was
apparent that drastic steps would have to
be taken to quell the riots. The entirg
organisation of the police force was got
into operation, and word was sent to the
military authorities to keep in readiness a
large body of troops to go 1o the assistance
of the police if necessary- Colonel ':?ama-
ciotti at coce responded, and by 8o +::14:~c|-:
at night the city was well picketed with
both civil and military police and other
troops.

The precaution of having the hotels of the
city and near suburbs closed was t:.ih_tn
garly in the evening, and though this
action was greeted with more or less

violent demonstrations of disapproval, there

can be no doubt that it was the means of
obviating a great deal of trouble.

And all the trouble was for the sake of 43
hours extra drill per week, which the men
in camp were asked to do In erder to get
fit for the front, and for the assistance of
their brave, womout comrades in the
trenches. Under the old syllabus the men
drilled for 36 hours per week. Under the
new syllabus, the result of Inspector-
Ceneral McCay's recent examination of
the whole of the training system through-
out the Commonwealth, the training time
was extended slightly each day, and
totalled 40% hours per week. The Aus-
tralian soldier is the best paid, best fed
and best equipped soldier in the world, yet
these men object to work for 404 hours per
week.

In this connection the opinicn of a large
sumber of returned soldiers was much to
the polnot. At the Soldiers' Club in the
afternoon there foregathered many of our
returned herces. They were there with
their medals and their ribbons - and their
crutches. Several bodies of men who tried
to take possession of the clity, passed. It
was really refreshing to hear some of the
war-scarred heroes swear, "that's the

class of soldier who clears for his life at
*he sound of the first shell”, said one.
'Growling at seven hours a day", said
inother. "We worked 14 and 16 hours 2
day, with full packs andriflesfor those -
There were many more expressions of
opinion of that type- ]
of the attitude of the returned soldiers ls
supplied by the State Commandant, who
said last night: - "A very pleasing inc ident

of today's trouble was an offer made by 250" | cannct help believing that enemy influen~
returned soldlers, who placed themselves al

the disposal of the military authorities.
They explained that they were disgusted at
the behaviour of the men, who cught to be
tralning to help those at the fronmt,
apparently have not realised w hat the ob-
ligations of a soldier are, or that this is a
time of war."”

Colonel Ramaciofti also explained that
when the trouble arcse at the camp
Camp Commandant, Colonel Miller, told
the men frankly that their grievance

be enguired into, and that during the el
guiry the old syllal 1d |
1

It is ™ ,-'E"-.-\.-[- LYY

alr to poim

Groham Tubbenhauer

The Adelaide high school movement in the
past took the form of separate undergrounds

apd who

What was needed was 3 common news-
sheet for all schools so that there would be
commen aims amongst the students around
which to struggle.

thousands of the men were absolutely
dragooned into the meeting, 1.1“1 realised
their position soon after reaching Sydoey.
Thousands of them retired quietly ta their
homes in the afternoon, and returmned
quietly to camp at night.

The military authorities have determined to
deal firmly with the whole matter. The
attitude of the Minister for Defence was
announced by the State Commandant last
night. It isclear and definite. All men
are ordered to parade at lla.m. today.
Those who do not attend this parade, and
who are unlawfully absent, will be sum-
marily discharged from the AIF and will
not be re-instated, and their names will
be published.

*The Minister will not deviate", went on
Colonel Ramaciofti, "from the syllabus
laid down. That syllabus has been com=
piled by the highest military aluthenw in
Australia with a view to meeting the
necessity of having men trained with the
least possible delay."

During the night a large number of arrests
were made for offences which will come
under the jurisdiction of the civil
authorities. With these it is understood
the military will not interfere, but their :
discharge with ignominyfrom his Majesty's
forces will be 4 foregone conclusion.

ETERN MEASURES.
DEFENCE MINISTER FIRM,

TRAINIK. +3SENTIAL.

In referring to the riots in Sydney, :.ndtg:
trouble at Casula and Liverpool camps, Py
Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) said:
1 cannot but regret most deeply th: q.::in
ha behaviour of $0 many men in -
m;ﬁ Liverpool. However, | believe, from

the Information we now have, that, with |

ons, the men have returned to
rdi:—-,-e:;i Er‘iw!r: to this as being the lam
occasion on which Australian soldiers will
go far forget themselves as to commit what
is practically open mutiny. There is not,
nor can there be any such thing as a strike
in the army. Combined action by men in
defiance of order is mutiny - there is no

But the best evidence other word for it.

(further down same item)

ces and enemy gold haye been at work,

attempting to cause disorder at Liverpool.

[ look to the public and the soldiers alike

to help to trace this evil to its source. It

is my intention to have an enquiry, wi

this end in view. The advantage to Ger=

many in causing disorder among Australian

troops is obyious. If the Germans can

delay the training of our soldiers - if they

an disturh discipline - they can acca‘r’npliﬂi
T h as if they caused our soldiers to be-

come casualties upon the fleld. If an Aus-
tralian does not go to the front, ©F if be

to the front untrained, Germany
benefits in the latter case as much a8 if he

"| 1 L § aga
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Proxy'' as it was later called, started to
'orm after the Moratorium of May 8 this
ar. A body of about 10 became the
pucleus of the new paper.

ith one group wanting a straight out
ladical line and the other wanting the

he "conservativer” wanted to put in two
Boints of view on, say Viemam; so that

de of the argument to take. What they

apitalist press and oo television.

balance was achieved between the two,

improve school conditions and

e high
hool system

Aeh was a very
¢ SiESacxperience

ng it. It had differing reactions at about
o Eth\!:
ot the cwlpe=is —ho strate 1y placed
‘Sshem in all classrooms :.nrt:ﬁm in ap-

- T Eo imately S minutes. The headmaster
"N questioned matriculation students but only
heard the usual answer - "he was wearing a

school tie, with trousers on, and about so
iigh". He was never found. At Norwood
High School the headmaster said nothing
it all. The response was similar at En-
Held High and Umbrae High.

ing the week of July 4, armbands of
Independence for the Vietmamese " and
Smash US Imperialism" were worn by

) pm e "Pruxy" students
pld that they would be suspended if they

fere not removed, particularly at Norwood

High School; the July 4 demonstration in
thich three Resistance members and one
Proxy” member were arrested was a set-

Back to the paper. Three of the four who

"held positions as editors, secretary and

Feasurer and other students had to back
because of parents.

fhe next issue of the news-sheet was put

gut by less than a handful of sudents.
Because of the small number of participat-

iz students the response was less and no
“Bther students contributed. This vicious

le has continued to the present, but the

f¥maining members are all highly enthus-
[stic to see that "Proxy" continues.

“Hecently a new newspaper called "Zap" is

“BEing printed aimed at high school students.
The

if i run mainly by university students.
‘The University of Adelaide gave a 5600
Sfant to establish it. The editor is Adrian
Bnn who was last year editor of the
versity paper "On Dit". His experience
s provided an offset printed paper selling
ten cents, with eight pages. "Zap" has
f failings though. It is run by the univ-
ity for high school students; the students
bmit articles while university editors cut
m up. "Zap" is simply a newspaper
thout a student organisation. Because of
fis lack of an organisation behind it,
Pap* does little to foster a student move-
$ment in which the students can actively
Work to improve the system.

lap" is selling quite well because of its
ractive format; it will remain to be
n whether or not it continues. This
puld be apparent within the next issue but
¢ meantime "Proxy" will continue as
es the need for a specifically left wing
e which tees as its main task, the or-
ising around the issue of the Vietnam
and the education system . It does
pretend to be an all-in paper but
jer aftempts to build 3 movement of
students interested in actively par-
pating In social change.

0
i

ne interested in thic effort in Adelaide
Bld get in touch with "Proxy”, c/o 240,
dle Street, Adelaide, Ph: 23-33359.

ese two failures were kept in mind when Htl
I collaboration with Adelaide Resistance

how Socialist Youth Alliance), a group of

iigh school students decided to print a paper.

he students were in two contrasting groups
ba per to become a “forum™ for all students.

he students can choose for themselves what

id not realise was that the Liberal Pdn’r;ft;:

elicy is continually being expresse (2
4 Both in-
itutions have massive resources but we have
o mopey and limited facilities. Eventually

ut at the cost of losing a handful of stud-
nts. Our broad aims were: the end of the
ear in Inde-China, end conscription, and to

inting out its faults and
h?gﬂ‘ E_ P |

ix schools. At Adelaide Boys' High School
dmaster turned detective to "smoke

. . they were quickly

fessional paper due
the students publish-

Fight Fasclom in Aumralia Now!" pob-
by the Communis Party (Marxis-
nist) Melb., Aug. 1970, S cents.

ght fascism in Australia now 7 What
does it mean? [Is it a callTor the Aus-
alian people to take up arms against
50 or so members of the National
Socialist Party of Australia, Eric Butler
and the League of Rights and Norman

nks? If it were, we could easily laugh

it off. But it is actually 3 strategy pro—
posed by a “serious" ideoclogical force
in the Australian socialist movement, to
which many student and young
"revolutionaries" subscribe.

This pamphlet articulates the ideology
of some student leftists; it is the basis
of the demonstration tactics they pro-
pote and their loog-term approach to the
struggle for socialism in Australia.

It therefore deserves examination, if

cnly to expose the fallacies of its
ideology-

The thesis put forward in "Fight Fascism
in Australia Now'™ is as follows:

"pnew anti-demonstration laws are
being formulated in the name of
'law apd order', and of protecting
and defending democracy. This is
not their real aim - their real aim
is "to attack the ordinary people’'.
This is necessary because the vast
majority of Australian people are
becoming aware that 'Australia is
being rapidly taken over completely
by the Yankee overlords', and are in
fact opposed to Australian and US
intervention in Vietnam".

"Whether to support or oppose a US and
Japanese takeover of Australia is the
question that faces everyone. Cnm
the one side, is a tiny minority of
millionaires in Australia who support
it. Om the other side, the vast
majority of Australians are patriotic,
love their country and oppose this
takeover”.

"1t therefore follows that the [ascis
reign of law and order is necessary
to suppress demonsrations, to
suppress 'patriotic people'.”

The pamphlet ends with a call to
intensify revolutionary struggle, com-
paring present-cday Australia with pre-
World War 11 Japan, Germany and ltaly.
The struggle is seen as one in which

the pe::np%? will "fear no sacrifices to
smash ... US imperialism", over which
they will ultimately win victory-

The ridiculous language and the style of
the article is one thing, but it isa
fairly inconsequential thing - the basic
ideas can easily be dressed up into
respectable academic language - they
can be and regularly are (as, for
example, Grant Evan's article in the
Latrobe pamphlet "Repression™). 1t is
the false ideclogy, not the language,
we should be concerned with.

The mability of the pre-CP (M-1)
Melbourne Left to formulate any sort of
effective programme of socialist struggle
or to move beyond the confines of
Monash and the Left bloc of the already-
comverted CP (M-L) union bureauctacies
must be related to the false premises of

the thesis cutlined above. These pre-

mises run as follows:

(1) Firstly, the workiog class are
innately good and revoluticmary. (This
belief lies behind the mindless mimicry
of everything working class as being
good, the academic affectation of
following foothball ete. , and the
deliberate wearing of 'worldng class'
gart by students).

{2) I the working class are all ionately
revolutionary, are all resolutely opposed
to US imperialism, how is it that they
have not won socialism for Australia?
There can be only one reason - that they
are held back by sheer, brute, force.
And the only force through which a
mincrity can bold back a coovinced
revolutionary populace is the [orce of
[ascizm. Bourgeols democracy wanld
clearly be inadequate, therefore:

{3) the struggle for socialism is a kind
of tug-of-war - il only the workers can
push (or pull) a little harder, we will
have socialism. Thus, in organising
demonstrations the aim must be to
escalate the number of people willing to

fight the police, and to fight with greater

intensity. (Hemce hercism is important -
to "fear no sacrifice” etc. ). There is
no need for a party and no need for
organisational work and transitional
demands - the revolition will simply
happen ocne moming when the masses

are particularly fed up. "Struggle”
means @ mere intensification of direct
combat with the state machine in the
sense of more and bigger sit-ins, more
demonstrations, more and conterted
"Weatherman"-style attacls on property
The delusions that are {ostercd by this
false ideclogy are multitedinous, and in
thiz sense it is an ideology which plays an
ob fectively reactionary role in the
Australian socialis movement

The worst delusion is that the Ausiralian
masses are currently revolutionary. When
the CP (M=-L) newspaper, "Vanguard™
claims that the masses of Australian
workers are united in the common
struggle against US imperialism and
Soviet revisionism, it ignores the fact

Published b&r,] Percy for Socialig Youth

Alliance, Reservoir Street, Sumry
Hills. Printed by Offset Producticas, 261,
Broadway, Sydoey-

L i

cist and reactionary, and are not only
not opposed to US imperialism, but are
zowd equally to the Soviet Union and

' n:ﬂtl' Republic of China. Whesn 2

cop beats up 3 demonstrator the
"ordinary people” the pamphlet speala of
applaud. The sooner Australian revolut-
ionaries sec this, the sooner thelr task
will be clear: the soomer they will see

& need for socialists to organise and the
need for a party to begin the task of
socialist ideas, of fighting

eology that grips most Aus-
tralian workers.

E} Rkl £ s,

We do not have fascizm In Aastralia; |
neither is it imminent, because bourgeols
democratic capitalism worls efficiently
enocugh at this mage in its historical

devel mt. It is not necewsary for the
capita to resort to fascicom at this
phase in Australia's development because

most workers subscribe to a falie ideology.

(They may resort to fascistic measures
to pat down demonstrations - ause 2
consensus operates which allows this,
students and "commos™ being un-
Augstralian - but this is oot fasclem).

The struggle for socialion is not 3 tug-of-
war = it is the science of soctal change,
of man intervening in higtory to nsher n
socialis soclety from the death throes of
capitaliz society. The tatk of working
class and stodent revoluticnaries in Ags-
tralia is to prepare for that time, to
wean Aostralian workers away from
bourgeois ideology and at the same time
to engage in day-to-day struggle with
progressive workers in the apti-war
movement aod in the trade mmion and
labour movement.

There are two other particularly odions
featores of this infantile tract, and they
are not accidental: firstly, a comtmual
appeal to "Australian patriotizm"™ and
"love of country" - straagely un-
Marxist sentiments: Socializm is por-
portedly a philosophy which transcends
chauvinism and nationalizm iz favour
of the mternational solidarity of the
worling class.

But the appeal to reactionary nationalin
scntiments is mild in comparison to the
twisted, philizime morality espoused -
fascicm, we are told. goes hand- n-hand
with "immorzl™ practices like
homosexuality

‘Historically fascism has always been
asdmimistered by villainous p->=._*:’_-:.
Hitler was a psychopath, GSring a
viclous homosexoal. The fascists in
Australia are little different. They
shout about morality and democracy
Gorton's morals are well known
Rylah's morals are well known
The authors of "Fight Fascism in Australia
NMow.i" are in [act contemptuous of the
rcal needs of the Ausralian mases - they
[ind it necemary to concoct romantic and
totally ondislectical illusions about their
political consciousness in order to

approach them. It is no coincidence
that this caricature of Marxism should go
band-in-hand with the sexval morality
of the bourgeoisie.
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I you oppose the Vietnam war and conscripticn - if you want a
sociallst Australia - if you support the struggle for socialist democracy
:me ﬂuimmgélnilm‘ ul:d C;ﬂlli'tbl, Utliz struggle for women's liberat-
e for nationa eration throu t th d -
St Ly ghout the wor then

1 am interested in jolning SYA
1 would like more information om SYA
1 enclose $ for subscription to "Direct Action" $1.00 for 10 issues,
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‘I"Jh;“l-ié-; to the student movement lie
its social origl

L-n
ns. Tertiary gducaticn in
Australia is still largely the privelege of

it

children of the upper income stratae 1o
society. Thus the politics of most str.] 2nts
tend tobe influenced by this fact nd

the natural tendency 15 towaris elitism
and as organisaticnal aversion leading to
spontaneism. Their overa.]l contempi 10T
the working class and its traditional
organisations are clear., indicative of
this.

The universities, however, aren't
inherently working class or middle class.
They are of a capitalist nature. Their
role in society s to serve the present
cconomic system. The ideology they
teach is designed to perpetuate the myths
that enable the system to function, eg.
the myth of female infericrity. Students
ire trained to become parrow specialiss
whn do not question anything outside
theu particular sphere.
The content of courses is also pro-
capitalist. For instance, the pro-capitalist
interpretation of histery, and the teaching
of how to mend the present rupturing
cconomic system, typify the bias towards
the status quo. Universities are
predominantly run by businessmen for
their own interests. Governing bodies
usually include a majority of pastoral,
business and govern ment interests;
research done by the universities being
closely related to matters of interest to
business eic.

The umiversities are also connected to
the military, €«R- university land has
been granted to local C.M,F, and the
Royal Military College at troon has
be.n affiliated to N.5 .W. University.

Stuc »nt radicalisi. stems from both the
meaningless educs cion which universities
provide, aleng v"th 2 lack of control
over what one lea ns. These two factors
however, stand second only to the
Victnam war as 2 cause of r-dicalisation
in other layers besides student layers.

Three different strategies are advocated
for the student movement:

The first of these is the student power
approach, which basically limits
activity to umiversity struggle . Issues
such as student control over such maffers
as course structure and content,
examinations, hire and fire of staff are
put forward. This approach divorces
itself from events in the rest of society
such as the anti-war and worker struggles.

Student power is a basically ref ormist
idea as it seeks to repair and patch up
the existing unlversity structure. The
experience gained in several Latin
American countries where student- staff
control exists has shown the results of
this approach. It makes the capitalist
imiversity more efficient and produces
the "pew improved graduate”.

The second approach is that of a workers
university. Supporters of this idea tend
to suggest that the student movement is
irrelevant; that students are only petit
bourgeois and can play no positive role
in changing society. They say that
srudent struggle on student issues is not
im . Universities can serve the
masses of society only under socialism,
and go cn to smggest closing down
universities as @ weapon of struggle and
refuse to participate in student politics.

Both of these strategies are derived purely
from the social origins of students. One
seeks to capitulate to petit bourgeois
ideas and the other one accepts %:
passively.

The third main strategy put forward s
that of the "red umiversity". While
recognising the origins of students it
geeks to declass them and turn them
into genuine reyolutionaries. Basically,
the "red university” means using the
unlversity and its facilities as an
organising centre for radical activities.

Canberra

SY.A. BRANCHES:

Louise King, P.O. Box 51, Kingston, ACTR
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The red umiversity Is a strate
a slogan. One does not dem
the administration. An exam
application is the anti-war uni
After Nixon invaded Cambodia
went cn strike and boycotted the
{ectures, while at the same time
university facilities for the ant
movement. For example anti-
posters were produced by arts '
and university TV was used to brog
anti-war material.

i "l

This showed that even under cap
universities can be used and the m
movement s important in creatin
transformation of soclety.

The SYA strategy, as dncidgd'b'?"
workshop, is as follows:

1) For a Red University - using
university against the system,
2) Members on campus should be
to avold an elitist stand.
3) Build a movement around the
strategies. .
4) Participate in student electl
order to illustrate an alternatiys

to the student badw.

HIGH ~
B SR
WORKSH

Evolyving hand- in-hand with the ge .,*
widespread radicalisation of y !
school movement has in the past
assumed an increasingly important ‘A'-'l
role. It represents a vast, untapped re
of potential activists, whose growing
awareness, manifested in their op
to the Vietnam war and dissaticfa
the repressive and archaic educat
needs only to be given proper polit
direction.
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Over the past few years we have w me
the rise and disintegration of mume X
small high school groups of vaguely
orientation - humanist groups, i
unions etc., who, because of their
and limited perspectives had short-Ir
exittences and failed to rally any af
number of students to their cause.

mobilised the greatest number of hi
students is the Moratorium and the
ing repression within schools over b
wearing etc. However, the energy
this movement will quickly dissips
is no specific organisation to conk
direct it, and to extend people's
ing of the war and what it represes
an organisation, by advancing easi
stood, relevant demands, can m
siderable gains through the high sche

Moratorium audience.

Here lies one of the major reasons Ix
folding of the Student Underground
It failed to do this. Instead aof

Underground replacing the Morata
xchools by carrying its demands
following up in areas where the
had cpened new ground,
replaced Student Undepgunlﬂa :
support it had to the
making gains through it.

Perspectives for the future are severd
bright. Discussion nﬁ;thn conferents

¢larify ideas and to EVery R e
demeoralisation felt since €BE decline

Student Underground - We realise :
need exists more than ever for a high

tion, which can exploit this
T e lisation and build the anti-wer
ment.

The immediate tasks of the new form
should be the tion of the Bill @
poster for wide distribution, the prod
of a regular news-sheet and the SCres

"year of the Pig".

the high school movement,
paper, putting forward ouf ideas
attempting to give leadership to &5

ment.

Adelaide: SYA. 240, Rundle Street, Adelaide; 'S.A. Fii. SSSHERS
Melboume: Rod Quinn, 16, Argyle Stre IO o
, 16, Argyle Street, Fitmoy Vie. —
L _ 140 Queensberry 5t, Carlton {ri. 3053 tfim H' 1
Sydney: SYA, 105, Reservoir Street, Surry Hills, N.S.W. Phe =,




