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This first issue of Direct Action
for 1972 appears at a significant
turning point from several view-

points.

Firstly, it marks the founding of
the Socialist Workers Lcaguri* (see
re opposite), a historical step
zli:the road to the building of
the mass revolutionary party wh-
ich is necessary for a successful
socialist revolution in Australia.
Thus our paper itself will be tak-
ing a step forward also (see below).

Secondly, aswe go into 1972, the
political balance of forces on a
world scale demand more than
ever a correct political analysis
and a correct political solution.
As our centre-page spread in this
issue points out, 1971 was a year
of turmoil, with revolutionary
struggles developing on a wider
number of issues all around the
world. Contrary to the analysis
made by some groupings on the
left, we believe that the radical-
ization that started in the 60's is
continuing, is spreading to broader
and broader fayers, and is deepen-
ing.

The central task facing genuine
revolutionaries in the coming per-
iod is to ensure that the obvious
revolutionary conclusions are
drawn by the participants in the
‘many mass struggles that exist -

For the last 12 issues Direct Act-

Talist Youth Alliance. Beginning
w , the ssue, Direct
Action will be published by an
‘editorial board which includes
members of both the Socialist
Youth Alliance and the newly
Tormed Socialist Workers League.

L B IRV s
g I.-". . »
e Nl Y

Along with this change we will

be increasing the frequency of

- Direct Action. By the 16th issue
‘We will be a fortnightly paper.

. We will maintain our 16 page

~ colour format and our price of

- 10 cents. But we will be able to

~ increase our coverage of current

‘events with more, shorter news

Jitems and reports of happenings

 ists. In the meantime we will

. This ex on of our publishin
1 emm:nme pusaibli

jon has been published by the Soc-

of interest to revolutionary social-

WHICH PAPER DO YOU SUPPORT?

Published by Col Maynard,
3 Uther St., Sumy Hills, 2010

Ph (02) 2112748

ent taken by the above. -
Printed by Messenger Print, }:’1 2
Anzac Pde., Maroubra Juncton.
All correspondence to Direct
Action, P.O. Box 5861,

Sydney South. 2000.
Subscriptions $1 for 0 issués.
(See form on back cover. )

Editor

that is, that a revolutionary party
along Leninist lines must be built
to solve the crisis of leadership
that the working class and revol-
utionary movement has faced for
decades.

It is our revolutionary duty to take
full advantage of the current rad-
jicalization, to win the thousands
of radicalizing youth to revolut-
jonary Marxism. Abstention from
these struggles at this time amou-
nts to a betrayal - the revolution-
ary victory of the working class
will only come through the lead-
ership of a revolutionary party,
not through any economist, re-
formist or "serve the people" or-
ientations by small left groupings.

The only organization with this
clear revolutionary perspective

on a world scale is the Fourth
International, world party of soc-
ialist revolution founded by Leon
Trotsky. In Australia, the Social-
ist Youth Alliance and the Social-
ist Workers League as part of this
world movement are the only
groups with a correct analysis and
a clear program for action, as
well as an organization capable of

putting that program into practice.

The dual process of building our
revolutionary organizations and
building the mass movements is
the only posible road for sincere
revolutionaries in this period.

by the growth of the Socialist
Youth Alliance during the past
year and the formation of the
Socialist Worker's League. When
we began publication there were
two 5.Y .A. branches in Sydney
and Adelaide. Currently there
are five branches (new branches
having been formed: Canberra,
Brisbane and Melbourne). In the
near future we will also have a
branch of S,Y.A. in Hobart. This
geographical expansion has been
more than matched by the num-
erical expansion of 5.Y .A. and
the expansion of its spheres of
activity.

In the editorial of our firstissue
we wrote: "Only when our paper
has an organization to build, and
that organization has a programme
to guide it does a little left-wing
venture such as ours take on any
meaning." This has been more
than confirmed by our success
over the past period.

Fecusrial Work.~, July 23 1910
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On December 16the Pakistan army of
occupation in East Bengal surrendered
under the attack of Bangladesh guernllas
and the Indian army. Six days later the
leaders of the Bangladesh government-in-
exile in Calcutta retumed to Dacca (soon
to be renamed Majibnagar). More than
100, 000 people, nearly one-[ifth of the
city's prewar population, tumed out in
massive demonstrations to greet the re-
presentatives of the provisional government

The cheers, however, came as an anti-
climax. Several days before the Dacca
surrender, the Awami League dominated
provisional govemment entered ]Jessore, a
major city in western Bangladesh that had
just been retaken by the Mukti Bahini
(Bengali liberation forces) and the Indian
army. But then, instead of continuing to
Dacca, the government officials retumed
to their Calcutta offices. Apparently they
were afraid to advance to the former cap-
ital of East Pakistan, now the capital of
Bangladesh.

Speculation about the reasons for the delay
was rife. The two most commonly sugg-
ested explanations were that the Awami
League bureaucrats did not want to be
associated with the expected violent re-
action of the Bengalis against Pakistan
collaborators, or that they did not wish to
appear in the capital while it was still
under obvious, and formal, jurisdiction

of the Indian army.

The usually reliable Far Eastern Economic
Review suggested in its December 25 issue
that political divisions had erupted bet-
ween the Awami League, the pro-Moscow
Communist party led by Muzaffar Ahmed,
and Maulana Bashani's National Awami
party, blocking the government's attempts
to put together a cabinet.

Whatever the truth may be as to these
rumors, it became increasingly obvious
that the major concern of Bangladesh's
first regime was the disarming of the
Mukti Bahini rank and file.

""The bulk of the young guerrillas, mostly
students and former students, hold Bang'a-
desh officials in contempt, " said a Dec-
ember 21 New York Times dispatch. "They
feel the politicians, who formed the exile
regime in Aprl, should have been inside
East Pakistan fighting for freedom instead
of sitting comfortably and safely in Cal-
cutta.”

The job of bringing the Bengali fighters
under control has been assumed by the In-
dian army. Even before the Pakistani de-
feat, Lt. Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora, com-
mander of India's forces on its eastem
front, announced that he had been app-
ointed, nobody knows by whom, as "over-
all commander'" of the Mukti Bahini.

The December 26 New York Times re-
ported that "Indian officals say their Gov-
emment feels it will have to keep its
army in East Pakistan (sic) for many mon-
ths before conditions there are stable
enough to remove it.

it

Perhaps jfter three or four months, we
may be able to start thinning the army
out, ' one high Indian official said."

h?drim Gandhi's criterion for when con-
d;tmnt.: will be stable enough' isa simple
one; if and when a bourgeois government
allied to India has been firmly established
in Bangladesh, and the armed power of
the guemillas has been broken

Ganfihi insists that her regime has no in
tention of annexing Bangladesh. The
€canomic burden of a prolonged occupat-
ion w-::—u!d be immense, and it is unlikely
that Inldlan troops would take kindly to J
n:p!a_cmg the Pakistanis in the unenyi able
position Iaf trying to dominate the Hrnpali.
Countryside. A compliant indigenous
regime in Bangladesh is what the Indian
bourgeoisie would prefer. Thus Gandh
has concentrated her effort boliters
Er ellort
tife‘ position of the Awami
visional government.

on th_"l-['_.'[ ern L;
l-t-'ﬂ-i."_l.h' pro-

THE INDIAN
OCCUPATION OF

BANGLA DESH

Because this is no easy task--the fiye
major leaders of the new regime are af
best lackluster bourgeois politicians and
at worst notorious Indian pawns- Gandhs
has centered on the demand that Sheijk

Majibur Ra hman, the leader of meﬁ“ﬂmi B

League and formal president of Bangla-
desh, be released from imprisonment ip
Pakistan. Rahman, it is widely belieyed
is the only Bengali politician with suffics
ient authority to bring the guerrillas undey
control. :
Now that Rahman has been released,
Gandhi's chances of creating a pupoet
government in Bangladesh have increased
slightly because Rahman was arrested
before the rest of the Awami League
leaders discredited themselves by failing
to play an active role in the national lib-
eration struggle, he still retains much of
the popularity which he enjoyed before
the slaughter of March 25. On the other
hand, Gandhi now faces the problem that
demands for social reconstruction and
reform can no longer be diverted by de-
magogic calls for the release of Rahman
and the leftward movement among the
Bengali people which forced the Indian
militany intervention will continue.

One of the excuses offered by New Delh
for continuing the Indian occupation of
Bangladesh is to prevent a ''bloodbath"
against the Biharis, non-Bengalis who
aided Yahya's army during the war. The
western press has tried to sensationalize
the few acts of vengeance that have
occurred. (When four collaborators were
killed in Dacca by the Mukti Bahini, the
New York Times felt it worth a two-
column headline on page one and the
Australian bourgeois dailies reacted sim-
ilarly) .

But the Far Eastern Economic Review of
December 25 noted that "There is no
evidence yet that the revenge killings
have been numerous. " And the New York
Times itself has indicated (although not
in headlines) that "the killings hayve beed
much fewer than had been widely pre-
dicted. "

It would be amazing if the Bengalis, aftes

suffering about 1, 000, 000 deaths in nine
months, did not take some retaliatory
measures against those responsible for the
slaughter.

However much the Indian army poses as
the guardian of law and order in Bangla-
desh, the passage of time will show that
they are there to defend the provisional
govemment, maintain capitalism, and @
block a socialist revolution.

Only a few days after the Pakistani sur-

render, young students in Dacca m:cupi!ﬂ

the radio station. The government, at
that time still sitting in Calcutta, de-
manded that the "unauthorized" broad-
casts stop. Radio Bangladesh should
originate, according to the "ministers, "
from Calcutta.

Such conflicts can be expected to con-
tinue. The Indian army has made clear
that it intends to remain in Bangladesh
until the reigns of power can be tumed
over to the Bengall bourgeoisie

But even if such a plan temporarily

succeeds, it is not likely that the subcon=s

finent can be stablized. After nine
months of war, Bangladesh lies in ruin:
Last June, before the worst atrocities
were committed by the Pakistani armys
a World Bank-Intemational Monetary

Fund mission estimated that it would
cost USS70, 000, 000 just to restore transs
port and communication links in the
countr The year's jute crop, the
major source of foreign exchange, 15
nearly a total loss Vast amounts of
capital have been rransferred oul of
the country INo capitalist p‘..wcrrlmfﬂt-
especially one beholden to India, will
CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR
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SOCIALIST
WORKERS

LEAGUE

FOUNDING CONFERENCE

The founding conference of a new re-
volutionary party - the Socialist Workers
League (SWL) - was held in Sydney on
January 1, 2 and 3. The League, while
not yet a section, adheres to the Fourth
International. The conference was
attended by observers from the smaller
Brisbane-based Labour Action group,
which also supports the Fourth Intemat-
ional. Immediately after the conference
the two groups fused. Thus the League
now unites in one organisation all the
supporters of the Fourth Intemational in
Australia.

The SWL has branches and supporters in

6 capital cities, and is thus already a
national organisation. The League pub-
lishes the bimonthly theoretical maga-
nine '"Socialist Review' and has members

serving on the editorial board of the news-

paper "Direct Action". In its circulation
"Direct Action" is second only to
"Tribune'', the weekly paper of the
Communist Party of Australia (CPA).

Trotskyism in Australia has a history
dating back to the early 1930's when
the Workers Party was formed by Oppos-

itionists expelled from the CPA, Hitherto,

it has never been a very strong current

in terms either of numbers or political
weight. The Workers Party was followed
by a group around the paper ''Intemat-
ional". This group split in 1965 between
the supporters of the Fourth Intemational,
and the supporters of Michel Pablo, who
had a small majority in Australia. Since
then there has been no official section

of the Fourth International in Australia.
Several attempts were made to establish
a Trotskyist group, but these were short-
lived until early 1970 when the oredece-
ssor group of the SWL was formed. This
group first put out the magazine "Socia'-
ist Review''.

In August 1970 the Trotskyist youth
group Socialist Youth Alliance was
formed out of a fight with spontaneist
currents inside the youth group Resst-
ance. Many of the "Socialist Review"
group members participated in the form-
ation and development of SYA, which is
now the largest and fastest- growing left
wing youth group in Australia, SYA is
organisationally independent of the
League but is linked to it by a common
basic program and in its support for the
Fourth Intemational. The rapid devel-
opment of the SYA and the formation of
the SWL are striking signs of the revital-
isation of Trotskyism both within Aust-
ralia and on a world scale.

The report and ensuing discussion around
the intemationalsituation developed the
analyses familiar to readers of the inter-
national Trotskyist press. The document
stressed the key strategy of building the
Fourth International as the nucleus of
the future general staff of the world re-
volution, and the encouraging successes
registered in this tack in recent years.
The conference unanimously adopted
the document.

The political document centered around
our orientation to the mass party of the
Australian working class, the Australian
Labor Party (ALP), our orientation to

the youth and the mass movements, and
the relationship between these two fields
of work. Although there were differences
on this question, the document was
adopted by a large majority. The docu-
ment stressed the impossibility of bypass-
ing the ALP and the necessity of an active
orientation to it.

However, it is necessary to take fullest
advantage of the opportunities given us
by the vouth radicalisation. Work among
the youth permits us to build the revol-
utionary nucleus, to gain an audience
from vanguard layers of the working

class. Our orientation is summed np in Ceylon, the Revolutionary Communist
the formula "The ALP is the focusof our League in Japan, the Socialist Workers
politics, but in the present period the Party in the USA, the League for Social-
centre of our activity is among the ist Action/Ligue Socialiste Ouvriere in
\;outh“. Canada, the Revolutionary Marxist
League in Sweden, and the Intemational
Marxist Group in England. The Socialist
Action League of New Zealand was re-

The document surveyed our work in the
mass movements, particularly the anti-
war and women's liberation movements FfEFE“tfd by comrade Keith Locke, who
and in the movements of solidarity with delivered fraternal greetings to the con-
the peoples of Ireland, Palestine, Bangla ference.

Desh and New Cuinea. It also dealt with There i5s a tradition in the Intemational
our role in the Emerging liberation Tmtsk'g.":ﬂ movement that at conferences
struggle of the black people in Australia. an honorary presidium be elected com-
posed of imprisioned militants O martyrs
of the movement. At our conference
there was elescted an honorary presidium
of three recent martyrs of the Fourth

The final document considered was a
draft constitution and a set of criteria
for membership of the League. Differ-
ences existed on this draft, but all part-
icipants recognised the need for democ- jn Dublin last year; Luiz Merlino, murd-
ratic centralism in the League. The doc- ered last year by the mercenary thugs of
ument was adopted by a large majority. the Brazlian political police; and Tomas
Also, the conference endorsed the prée- Chambi, a Bolivian peasant leader
amble and statutes of the Fourth Inter- and a leader of the Bolivian Trotskyists,
national. who died fighting against the right wing

: camp last August.
During the conference messages of solid-

arity were received from sections and
supporters of the Fourth Intemational

around the world, including the {anka
Sama Samaja Party (Revolutionary) in

ey A T
w;um

On the final day of the conference we
were raided by two members of the Heal-
yite sectarian Workers Action group -

The following are excerpts from greet-
ings presented to the conference by
Keith Locke, a member of the National
Executive of the Socialist Action Lea-
gue, the sympathising organisation of
the Fourth International in New Zealand.

Locke, who is also a lecturer in Socio-
logy at Victoria University of Welling-
ton, is on a speaking tour of Australia
under the auspices of the Socialist
Workers League and the Socialist
Youth Alliance. In Sydney and Bris-
bane he has addressed meetings on
"Revolutionary Strategy in Advanced
Capitalist Countries: the New Zealand
Experience.” He will be speaking in
Adelaide on January 21 and Melbour-
ne on January 23:

"It gives me great pleasure to bring
greetings from the Socialist Action
League, the organisation of the Fourth
Intermational in New Zealand. We hope
that this will be first of frequent visits
to Australia by the New Zealand com-
rades.

"As new organisations we have a lot to
learn, and can do much to assist each
other in the process of building vanguard
parties with a comrect programme, strat-
egy and tactics.

"We have been greatly inspired by what
the Australian comrades have been able
to achieve so far, particularly in the
antiwar movement. We have had a
gimilar experience in New Zealand.
Over the past year the Socialist Action
League has been able to play a central
role in mobilising - on two occasions -
a total of over 30, 000 people in street
demonstrations against the Indochina
war, Trotskyists in both Australia and
New Zealand can feel very confident
about their ability to play a leadership
role in the developing mass movements.

"We have also been tremendously im-~
pressed with the sedousness that you
treat your press. The ability of the
Australian Trotskyist movement to
sell thousands of copies of its monthly
r, Direct Action, must put it in

in th-ti H:!PECL

Keith Locke "We have already worked together with

E:e forefront of the Fourth International Talk: As above.
Sunday January
FOR ADDRESSES OF SYA SEE BACK PACE,

(who publish "Labour Press”) They stole
copies of conference discussion material,
and were clearly recognised as they fled
from the building pursued by our com-
rades. This disgusting incident clearly
shows that the Australian Healyites don't
need any lessons from their international
cothinkers in sectarianism and lack of

respect for democracy in the workers
movement.

Also the incident reflects the despair of
the sectarians at the rapid growth of the
forces of the Fourth Intemational in
Australia. Trotskyism is within striking
distance of winning hegemony among the
radicalising youth. Maoism is the only
real contender among the youth and their
youth forces, restricted almost totally to
Victoria, are in severe crisis and disin-
tegration. The CPA has failed to win

any following among the youth. Recently
in Brisbane its small youth group split
from it over its bureaucratic interference
in the affairs of the group. The Healyites
have no youth orientation, regarding the
maiass movements as "petty bourgeois’
(despite the fact that the bulk of their
own forces came out of these movem ents).

The largest, most influential group to

the left of the ALP is theCPA. However,
the CPA is in a state of crisis and decline
The CPA underwent a pro-Peking split

in 1963 (the Communist Party of Australia
(Marxist-Leninist), andrecently the most
pro- Moscow Stalinists split (the Australian
Socialist Party). The CPA is completely
unable to come to terms with its Stalinist
past (despite the fact that it has gone
further along this road than any other of
the world communist parties. It has kept

Intermnational - Peter Graham, assassinated its sectarian abstentionist attitude to the

ALP

Trotskyism has made great gains in Aust-
ralia over the last few years. We are the
most respected tendency among the rad-
icalising youth. Tomorrow we shal! ex-
tend our ideas into the working cl'ass
Only the ideas of revolutionary socialism,
crystallised organisationally in a party
adhering to the Fourth Intemational, can
lead the working class to victory, to the
construction of a socialist Australia

-TOUR BY KEITH LOCK

you on key international campaigns. In
addition to participating together in
international antiwar actions, the Aust-
ralian and New Zealand comrades were
deeply involved in the international
demonstrations on November 20 for the
repeal of all abortion laws. We are
looking forward to further co-ordinating
with you the defence of revolutionary
and nationalist struggles such as those
of the people of Ireland and Bangla
Desh, and campaigns to free revolution-
ary militants from prisons throughout
the world. And we are particularly
interested in assisting the campaign to
reverse the ban on Eamest Mandel en-
tering Australia. His Australian ban
has made it impracticable for him to
visit New Zealand.

"With this conference the Trotskyist
movement in Australia and New Zea-
land is really on its feet. With the
rapid disintegration of Stalinist forces
in both countries we are already within
striking distance of achieving hegemony
of the radical movement, although we
still have a long distance to travel to
achieve leadership of the working class
movement as a whole.

""The rapid growth of the Trotskyist
movement in Australia and New Zea-
land reflects the speed with which the
Fourth International is moving to over-
come the traditional crisis of revolut-
fonary leadership on a world scale. On
behalf of the Fourth International |
wish you every success in the coming
period.

“Long live the Socialist Workers Le%gur.!
Long live the Fourth International:

TOUR SCHEDULE
ADELAIDE

Talk: Revolutionary strategy in advanced
‘capitalist countries-the N,Z. experience.
Friday January 21, 7.30pm at SYA.

MELBOURNE

23, Bpm at SYA,
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OCCUPATION...

be abte to even begn to deal with such

& Cnss

Indis has frequently used its army to put
dowrn mass struggles in ils own states
6 do the same in a country that has
Just seen months of revolutionary war
will be a considerably more ardous task
In trupeling against the Pakistani forces,

the Bengalis made promising gains in
forming revolutionary cadres. This was
2 major reason for New Delhi's decision

o intervene-Yahya's occupation was

Ioﬁng C(‘ﬁtﬁ"! and the ﬂnlg:{h- wWas F:I'i:?l\""l'ig, ST

toward @ revolutionary- socialist out-
come

After the initial mood of welcoming the
Indian troops as liberators has passed, it
can be expected that the Bengalis who
stood in the front of the fight against

the Pakistani occupation will continue 1.
their battle - this time against the new
occupiers and their quislings.

"STRUGGLE &
THE QUESTION OF
NGLA DESH

“Struggle', organ of the Melboume
‘Worker Student Alliance (Maoist) achieves
new levels of crudity and inanity in its
~ January 1972 issue, particularly in the
~ way it attempts to deal with the obviously
threatening advance of the Trotskyist
~ movement. In two contributions, we
find misrepresentations galore and a dis-
_ astrous attempt at satire. In a "very spur-
~ ious" letter from a pathetically and sland-
 erous named Mr. A. Schickelgruber (who
~ we are told is "a distressed Sudetenlander
erman, still upset by Stalin's typically
Stalinist efforts to liberate us from Czech-
‘oslovkia"), there ensues a contorted effort
" to discredit Trotskyist positions by his
I g "for' them. The whole thing
‘succeeds only in supporting these positions
nd discrediting Maoism completely. The
ole project backfires so badly it seems
' ble that they went ahead with it
~ considering the well-known dissensions
%«'ﬁm Maoist ranks on the question of
f' angla Desh, and increasing awareness
~ amongst rank and file Maoists of the other
mtortions of the Chinese bureaucracy
mesia, Ceylon,etc). One can only
‘that this spurious attack will lead
‘W.S.A. members to question the
doxy somewhat more.

The only statem ents which hold up
ally in this "letter" are those in
‘correct or near-cormect stateme nts
Trotskyist position are stood up
intended as straw men. How-
m:m‘;n" prove to be too
ie Maoist East-wind, which
lows in vain; it cannot prevail.
> all other ssive forces,
h as the Trotskyites (sic), the CPA,
Soviet Covemment and the daily
s have rushed in to support "Bangla
1", 1 can only conclude that your
lure to do so reflects your servility
ards the Chinese bureaucracy. "
ite so. The question of "support” for
agla Desh by the CPA, Soviets and
;guin: :;hm The former
1y are ous to embarrass
id establish Communist Party
ure on the Gandhi regime, but the
| test of how "progressive" they are
€5 now when the question of a rising
ary movement in Bangla Desh
igal is seen - counterposed
s of India and the Soviet

see much further into the
 of “permanent revolution'';

. ﬂzw for national

: LgRll masses carmries
€ underlying dynamic of
revolution because innthe Ten
of imperialism there cun
. ‘hqaﬂ_?m states in
determination (as

be expressed by the establi
I @ workers and mm::mﬂh
mporary existence of a Mujib

3, Cuba, China and 'elnihzm}
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Protest demonstration directed at the Pakistani High Commissioner, Melboume.

Rahman (Awami League-kd state will
merely demonstrate clearly to the Ben-
gali masses the futility of a bourgeois
solution and the necessity to fight on
for a socialist solution.

The most depressing thing about the
Maoist non-analysis of this process is
their parallel failure to understand the
historical deyelopment of the Chinese
revolution itself. The “support" of the
bourgeois press for Bangla Desh repre-
sents merely the confusion amongst

the bourgeoisie and the contradictions of
contemposary imperialism (note: U.S.
government opposition). In this respect
the analysis of bourgeois commentators
parallels that of the Maoists in not being
able to grasp the logic of the struggle

in Bangla Dedi. W.S.A. claims not to
believe anything written in the bourgeois
press and yet they accept at face value the
great build-up given to the Sheik and the
Awami League, the attempt to make him
into a popular hero of our time who actu-
ally represents the desires of the people.
Just look more closely at the press reports
and we find more disturbing omens for
Mujib - for instance, in the Melboume
"Age" of Jan. 10 under the heading
"Trouble awaits Mujib at home" ave find
the following;

"The first problem that requires Sheik
Mujib's immediate attention is law and
order. An estimated 150, 000 to 200, 000
weapons throughout the country are in the
hands of former guerillas, separate Leftist
groups and thousands of people who never
fought at all, but who picked up arms
when the Pakistani forces surrendered.”

""Armed clashes seem inevitable when
further orders go out to give up weapons,
especially if one group tries to disarm the
other. Many will hide their weapons for
another day. Any assistance from the
Indian army will not be welcomed. In
fact student leaders have already publicly
wamed the Indians not to interfere. "

....... “"There are already signs of anti-
Indian feeling here and the fear of Indian
economic domination. The two most
vocal and influential groups outside the
Awami League today are the students and
the Mukti Bahini, the guerilla army that
carried the fight for independence until
the Indian army provided the military
power that won the battle. "

The writer could have added much more
about t}im Ecunﬁnued struggle of the left
groups in Bangla Desh, centred around
NLF and including groups such asthe [efie
Maoist) East Bengal Communist Party. Lhe
dwel?]:meut of a militant student move-
ment is also a sign of the coming struggle.
(Of course, only some student movements
are acceptable to the Maoists; others such
as the ].V.P.d Ceylon are “reactionary"
and riddled with "foreign spies.) The
people of Bangla Desh will not be disarmed

and suppressed. The real fi :
beginning. TEht is just

Jim Mcliroy

2. ( The tortuousness of theline of argu-
ments presentedin this spurious letter in
"Struggle" makes it impossible to deal in
a short space with all the errors, irration-

alities and misrepresentations. )

A couple more examples of "straw" state-
ments which stand up despite all attempts
to ridicule them:

'"You claim to support armed struggle in
Australia to overthrow the imperialists
and yet you refuse to support the heroic
national liberation struggle of the Mukt
Bahini in East Pakistan!"

"Perhaps the most ironic thing about the
Maoist position is that you once again
find yourselves objectively allied with
U.S. impenalism."

The analogy with Chinese opposition to
the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia
which is cited in attacking this statement

provides merely an example of the contem- army (i. e

porary workings of the twin Stalinist

centres: ''support” revolutionary struggles
where they are far enough away to provide

LTO!
PAKIST Hf\"f
GENOCIDE

.
¢

Such are the contradictions of contemp-
orary imperialism (cfVietnam).

A few more points:

At one stage the "' spurious correspondenget® ""5
implies that the '"revolutionary people of -
Pakistan' should overthrow the regime of
Yahya Khan. Well, what about it? [s ==
it enough to replace Yahya with Bhutto, L%
a renegade "socialist."? What is the %
"progressive'! character of this ump
Pakistani state 7 The old "bloc of four J
classes theory" has foundered again (as 5
with the Knomintang in 1927, Indonesia
1965 etc.)
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A lame attempt is made to discredit
Trotsky's theory of "permanent revolut-
ion". Firstly, the totally false charge

is made that Trotsky supported the Japan-
ese invasion of China as a "historically
progressive event'.

secondly, the red herring of Mao's opposit-
fon to secessionism in North China is
brought out. Maoists are incapable of
distinguishing between revolutionary
and reactionarv nationalism. Support :
for Bengal's nationalism is based on its 8
objectively revolutionary character as
an anti-imperialist struggle for self
determination of an oppressed nationality.
The abstract concept of secessionism
means nothing in Marxist terms. Nation-
alism can be progressive or reactionary
denendino on the situation. Where Mao
is by implication lauded for being more
nationalist than the Kuomintang, thisrefern
to the real fact that he completely subord-
inated the revolutionary struggle in an
unprincipled way to the KMT and their
reactionary nationalist line. The Mao-
ists were quite prepared after 1945 to
dissolve the Red Army into a 'national’
destroy it as a revolutionary
force) and sink themselves into a ''national
coalition" requiring only 1/3 of the seats
from the KMT. Fortunately the utter

no threat to your own bureaucratic interests, intransigence of Chang Kai - Shek and the

but when they do provide a threat to the
political stability of your state you are
prepared to attack or sabotage them cuite
mercilessly.

3. Other statements misrepresent Trotsky-
ist positions, but still clearly expose Mao-
ism: '""Mao is supporting a military dict-
ator on the excuse that foreign oppression
is unlikely to help the cause of revolution
within a country. Won't they ever leam
the lesson of history?"

So, Mao is actually helping the cause of
revolution in Pakistan by opposing the
struggle of the Mukti Bahini and supporting
a military dictator? In this an example of
an "antagonistic' or a "non- antagonistic"
contradiction perhaps?

The letter misrepresents Trotskyism by
saying that we gave "critical support” w
the Indian invasion. We gave no such
support. We support only the struggle of
the Bengali masses for self-determination.
It is quite consistent with our earlier
stand that we now demand the immediate
withdrawal of all Indian troops Trom Bangl
Desh and an en
and attempts at control,

ndian interference

Unlike the Maoists we don't support one
bourgeois regime over another. We are
well aware of the attempts of Indian
imperialism to gain an advantage over
Pakistan, and to subordinate the Bengali
peaple. But they will not and cannot
succeed in suppressing the growing revol-
utionary movement in the whole Indian
sub-continent. If only the Maoist could
see 1t, st Bengal (and with it West
I}nngal] 15 the Yenan of India. By gain-
ing a giry:-n term advantage in Bangladesh
the Indians have opened up the pru&pﬁcl‘.al

!m— the coming overthrow of capitalism
in the whole area. :

necessities of the Cold War prevented thig
and allowed the unleashed power of the
Chinese masses to carry the reyvolution ol
to victory.

In all, one can only agree with the clos==
ing'lines of this "spurious correspondencets
"Down with the Stalinist W.S . A." ]
'™ ours for the Permanent Revolution"

The other attack on Trotskyism in thig
copy of Struggle centres on the qutstioqﬁ.
orientation to the ALP. The incredibless
inanity of this attack is clear in the firs =
sentences:

"Local revisionists and Trotskyites are
now propagating that it is possible to
establish socialism by electing the Labor
Party into government. 'This is done B
according to Krushchev's theory of ' pescesuy
ful transition to socialjsm". ‘

This question needs much greater Eﬂﬂh’ﬂ'
then there is space to allow here. Howevel
the charge that Trotskyists see the ALP 8858
capable of establishing socialism is deasly
nonsense. But unlike Maoists and other

Stalinists , ultra lefts and sectarians, Trot= :
skyists do recognise the ALP as the partyuuus
which holds the allegiance of the Australias =

working class, and is the political EXprs
of the consciousness and history of that
class. Therefore it must be dealt with

seriously it must be supported in the sense
that it is the party of the ﬁull‘.itl‘iljﬂwﬁd'dnﬂ
It cannot be wisﬁf-ﬂ
away or even. have its hold bl‘ﬁhﬂﬂ Eﬂﬁﬂlf
from outside In the long mn the working
class must be led away from {t G mass
revolutionary party lor the overthrow Q

In the meantimé

to take an abstentionist postion as the :
Maoists do is to face the inevitable Pmspeﬂ.
of being tossed into the rubbish bin of his
Lory

CI:!I..-.. at {_!.1‘_ T O ent

Australian capitalism.
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CAMP OF INDIRA
GA“D"“ Joseph Hansen

We publish below an article on the pos-
ition taken by a sectarian grouping who
call themselves Trotskyist on the struggle
in Bangla Desh. The "official statement"
referred to here was reprinted in "Labour
Press", the journal of the Healyite
followers in Sydney. In the past th

have indicated 1009 support for Healy
and his politics. (Lambert, referred to

in the article, was a French ally of
Healy, recently they fell out with a

great deal of accusations and hard words. )

The lesson to be drawn from this article
and the one on the WSA above is that

it is only the revolutionary Marxists of
the Fourth International who have form-
ulated a consistently revolutionary anal-
ysis and policy in regard to this latest
upsurge in the world revolution. The
sectarians, the Stalinists of the Moscow
and Peking schools, the reformists and
liberals have all failed to understand
and support the revolutionary events in
Bangla Desh.

s sk sk ok ook Solokoioi i

The position taken by the Healyites on
the war between India and Pakistan will
hardly come as a surprise to those fami-

liar with the saying, "Scratch an ultra-
left and you'll find an opportunist. "

The Healyites, who have long been not-
orious in Britain for their ultraleft sect-
arianism, decided to offer their support
to the bourgeois government of Indira
Gandhi.

The official Healyite statement was pub-
lished in the December 6, 1971, issue

of Workers Press, the organ of the Cent-
ral Committee of the Socialist Labour
League. Listed as a "statement by the
International Committee of the Fourth
International, "it was entitled "Defeat
imperialist conspiracy against Bangla
Desh. "

"US imperialism," according to the
authors, "is determined to utilize the
Indo-Pakistan conflict to weaken the In-
dian economy, as its decision to cut off
arms supplies shows.

"It wants to facilitate the unlimited pen-
etration of US finance capital into India
and the installation of a more docile
regime in New Delhi."

In the opinion of the authors of the docu-
ment, Indian entry into the struggle as a
defensive move against the conspiracy of
American imperialism was highly pro-
gressive:

"Bengali resistance to the barbaric Yahya
Khan regime and the heritage of imper-
jalist partition in India has entered a de-
cisive stage with the intervention of In-
dian armed forces."
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Maoist demonstration against the
demonstration against the Paldstani
High Commissioner.

The authors. are understandably responsive
to the heartening action taken by the
rulers of India at this decisive stage:

"We critically support the decision of the
Indian bourgeois government to give mil-
ilary and economic aid to Bangla Desh."

Bowing in the direction of Trotskyism, to
which the Healyites profess to adhere, the
authors include comect generalizations
concerning the nature of the Bengali and
Hindu bourgeocisie their ulterior aims in
the conflict, and the need to oppose them.
But these generalizations all speak against
supporting the New Delhi regime.

Why then did the Healyites decide to line
up with Indira Gandhi ("critically," of
course )7

The reason is to be found in Britain.

Since last March when Yahya Kian tumed
his guns on the masses in East Pakistan,
the Socialist Labour League has been seek-
ing to make an impression on the Bengali
immigrants and exiles who are fervent
supporters of the Bangladesh liberation
movement.

The news that India had intervened in the
conflict with her armies was received with
joy among the majority of these Bangla-
desh patriots. It was an unthinking re-
action based on lack of knowledge of the
real aims of the Gandhi regime. These,
of course, were to take over from the
failing Pakistani occupation the task of
saving capitalism in Bangladesh.

The Healyites simply adapted in the most
opportunistic way to this mood among
the Bengalis in Britain.

The Lambertists; who up until recently
formed a tight bloc with the Healyites in
the "International Committee, " felt con-
strained to publicly denounce the SLL
betrayal. They did this in two articles
in the December 15 and December 22
issues of Informations Ouvrieres, the
weekly newspaper they publish in Pans.

An editorial note introducing the first
article stated: "The SLL fraudulently
attributes the position it has taken on the
Indo-Pakistan war to the International
Committee, whereas the latter has not
met."

This "gross usurpation, " as the editors
put it, "cannot mask the real problems
involved. The statement of the SLL...
offers support to the government of Indira
Gandhi whom it raises to the rank of de-
fender of the interests of the Bengali

people. "

The unidentified authors of the two art-
icles (the Central Committee of the Lamb-
ertist grouping, the Organisation Commun-
iste Internationaliste?) do not explain how
they happen to know that the "International
Committee" has not met. Probably they
have in mind their membership in the
committee and the proviso that members
must be notified in advance of meetings.

Skipping such details, they go to the
heart of the matter, as they view it, and
prove quite convincingly that the SLL
position amounts to rejection of Trotsky's
theory of the permanent revelution and
adoption of Stalin's theory of "revolution
by stages.' In this instance, they add,
"a 'stage' of the counterrevolution. "

If the Indian bourgeoisie are capable of
playing a progressive role in a ""decisive
stage" of the revolution in Bangladesh--
which is the position taken by the Healy-
ites-~then it follows that Trotsky turned
out to be wrong 1h maintaining that the
bourgeoisie in the colonial world in gen-
eral (as elsewhere )ggre incapable of
playing such a role.

But the Indian bourgeoisie and their
regime in New Delhi have no intention
of playing a progressive role. On the
contrary, their aims are completely
reactionary. It is the leaders of the

SLL who entertain illusions in the oper-
ation, certainly not the Indian bourgeois
political strategists or the generals they
placed in charge of carrying it out.
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Thus Trotsky's theory of permanent re-
volution stands confirmed once again,
while the leaders of the SLL stand con-
«mned,

Curiously, the Lambertist authors never
mention the pragmatic reasons for the
SLL position. They argue as if the SLL
leaders were simply of low theoretical
level, do not really understand Trotsky's
theory of permanent revolution, and
thereby stumbled inadvertently into
their betrayal of revolutionary Marncism
after depriving themselves of the theor-
etical wisdom and capacities of the
Lambertists.

Perhaps the oversight is intentional--the
Lambertists are not invulnerable to fin-
ger-wagging from the Healyites on cer-
tain opportunistic sins and percadilloes

committed in France,

As for the moral outrage over Healy's
usurpation of the name of the "Inter-
national committee, " this is all for the
imocents. Healy, the secretary of the
SLL, is merely repeating what he did in
1963 when the majority of the original
Intemational Committee joined in a re-
unification congress that ended a ten-
year split in the world Trotskyist move-
ment.

At that time Healy refused to participate
in the reunification. Instead, he set up
a rump “Intemational Committee” of
his own--with Lambert aiding and abet-
ting in the fraud.

Healy is only asserting his property
rights against the claims of Lambert to
possession of this rump body.

Lambert, consequently, finds himself
faced with the problem of deciding what
to do about SLL betrayals bearing the
official stamp of the'International Com-
mittee.” An embarrassing situation'

But then what did he expect?

BANGLA DESH
SOLIDARITY

COMMITTEE

IAN GORDON

Despite the fact that the Pakistani milit-
ary dictatorship has been overthrown in
East Bengal, the Bangla Desh Solidarity
Committee recognises the fact that the
struggle for a free Bangla Desh is not

yet over. The continued presence of In-
dian troops in Bangla Desh threatens the
people of Bengal with a situation where
a government regarded unfavourably by
the Indian government could not be set
up. As a consequence of this, the B.D.
S.C. is continuing to hold rallies calling
for the establishment of a free Bangla
Desh.

On Decembet 3rd, before the overthrow

of the dictatorship, the B.D.S5.C. staged

a rally in support of Bangla Desh outside

a dinner in honour of a Moslem festival
staged by Pakistanis living in Melboume.
The rally was attended by about 50 people.
Three Maoists attended the rally camying
placards and banners denouncing Indian
aggression against Pakistan. Apparently
the W.S.A. can't find more than three
people stupid enough to support the ortho-
dox Maoist line on Bangla Desh. A rally
called for in the W.S.A. joumal "Struggle"
was attended by the same three people.

The Bangla Desh Solidarity Committee
also staged two rallies in the City Scuare
during December. The rallies were
called around the demands:-

1. Self determination for the people of
Bangla Desh.
i. Repatriation of all Pakistani mili-
tary and civil forces.
ii. Immediate withdrawal of Indian
and an end to all Indian in-
tervention and attempts at control.
iii. An end to foreign exploitation of
Bangla Desh.
iy. Support for the setting up of a
government representative of the
working and peasant masses.

2. Unconditional support for the national
liberation struggle in Bangla Desh.

While the struggle continues for a govem-
ment representative of the workers and
peasants of Bangla Desh, the Bangla Desh
Solidarity Committee will continue to

ze in support of that struggle. The
B.D.S.C. may he contacted by Box 87,
Carlton P,O. Victaria
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The recent pre-trial hearing of Lionel
Brockman in Perth resulted in Brockman
being released on bail. This result was
achieved through the intervention of the
West Australian Labor Govemment which
asked the police not to oppose bail. It

is safe to say that the W, A, government
would not have taken such a step had it
not been for the publicity which Brock-
man's case received, largely through the
activities of the Brockman Defence

campaign .

The Brockman campaign in Perth, asin
the rest of Australia, has provided a
rallying point for the rising tide of black
militancy. Significant sections of the
Western Australian black community
attended the court in support of Brockman
and after the court case, a Black Action
Committee was formed.

This Committee should prove a valuable
weapon for the black community in its
struggle against the economic and social
oppression which has resulted in hundreds
of blacks being goaled, with more being
dragged before the courts every day on
charges such as vagrancy and drunkenness
Police harrassment of blacks in Westemn
Australia includes not only frequent arrests
on the basis of such trivial and barbaric
charges but also extends to police sur-
veillance of black social gatherings,
(the most recent example being police
surveillance of a christmas party for
black children). Until the present time,
many blacks have regarded frequent
arrest and imprisonment as a fact of life
to be suffered with indifference, most
being completely wmaware of their legal
rights. Hopefully, the Black Action
Committee will at least change this

Evidence presented at the hearing only
seryed to confirm the fact that Brockman
was driven to petty theft by the almost
total lack of job opportunities open fo
black people in W.A. and the economic
hardship which results from this. Blacks,
owing to the fact that they are allowed
almost no access to educational opport-
unities beyond primary school level, are
overwhelmingly concentrated in the un-
skilled labour sector of the work force,
consequently, when an economic recess-
ion such as the present one occurs, they
are first hit. Lionel Brockman's situation
reflects the plight of the vast majority of
the black community

However, the bourgeois courts will not
take account of this, their purpose is to
protect bourgeois property not tomete
out justice. The courts are incapable
of taking full account of economic and
social injustice, indeed they are 1ncap-
able of even taking account of the full
consequences of their actions. For ex-
ample, what can they do about the fact
that Brockman has developed hyperten-
sion and high blood pressure as a result
of his imprsonment in Fremantle Goal?

STOP PRESS

Now, Lionel Brockman has been senténc-
ed to 3} years gaol with a minimum of 9
months to serve.The judge in the case
said that he had to consider two factors -
protection of the society and rehabilitat-
ion of Brockman.No amount of such
bourgeois double talk can conceal the
facts; anyone who maintains that Brock -
man will be rehabilitated in gaol is
either a liar or a fool, he may be brutal-
ised, his health may be broken, but he
certainly will not be rehabiltated.It is
Lione Brockman who needs protection
from bourgeois society and bourgeis law,
not the other way around.
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hen 120, 000 (or more) are expecte
\i:e out of work. Among the worst hit
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industry activity, hundreds F}f wor
EaLer: be?ng laid off. Production in many
firms (B.H.P., .G.M.H. etc) has been

provisions that the Seamen's Union nelda ¢
national three-day stoppage starting Nov-
ember 1. The decision to stop work was
taken by 2 vote of 500 to 80 members.

The New Zealand government dealt a
‘gevere blow to militant trade unionism
by its successful deregistration of the
Seamen's Union on November 5 last
vear. The union, formerly the most mil-
‘{tant in the country, has had its funds
" frozen and a new union will have to be
by e hﬂﬂt-

" The Indusirial Conciliation and Arbit-
yation Act, by which the union was dere-
gistered, was established to prevent
strikes. When 15 workers in an industry
call themselves a "union"”, and become

When the Seamen voted again to continue
the strike until November 8th, Minister of
Labour Mr. Marshall gave them an ulti-
matum; return to work or face deregist-
ration. The union was deregistered when
they refused to inform Marshall whether
they would return to work or not.

1 After the deregistration the Federation of
~ segistered under the 1.C. CA, Act; this Labour recommended to the seamen t}'ﬁt

e ion then legally covers all workers in they retum to work and_t]:uat a new union
~ that . Thus there is a lever for be formed under the guidance of the F.O.L,
employers to force trade unions to register National Executive. Meanwhile, pro-
undttﬁm Act; if they do not, any 15 mised F,O,L, president Tom Skinner, the
iworkers" can become the official union, F.O.L. would present strong submissions

’mﬂﬂrpplm the real union. This has to the parliamentary committee consid-
: ering the Shipping and Seamen Amend-

‘happened several times in New Zealand's
shistory when unions have refused to re- ment Bill. The F.O.L.'s recommendation
_ gister or have been deregistered. was accepted by the Minister of Labour,
43 and by the seamen who realised that they
~ Underthe I,C, GA. Act, once a union would have been left on their own,
iz registered strikes become illegal, and
~ there are stiff penalties specified in the
- Act for individuals, union leaders and
- whole unions if strikes do take place - The
:text for deregistration of the Seamen's
‘Union was a strike in at a new
nti-seamen piece of legislation - the
g and Seamen Amendment Bill -

As could be expected, after such a defeat
for the umion the govermmment saw no need
to give concessions to the seamen, and
the Bill was passed virtually without
amendment.

During the course of the dispute a tremend-
ous campaign of vilification against mil-
itants in the Seamen's Union was carried
out by the government and the newpapers.
Vicious red-baiting against seamen who
were members and sympathisers of the
N.Z. Communist Party filled many front-
page articles. The so-called "red guard"
were alleged to use undemocratic methods
to "control"” the Seamen's Union.

ment, provides for new marine in-
 supervisory tribunals and committ-
on which the Seamen's Union has at
est minority representation. In addition
the bill violates civil liberties in many
ays. For instance, seamen can be pun-
sied for failing to obey a "lawful order",
the bill does not state what a "lawful
er' is. And seamen's representatives
ed with contravening the decisions
= all-powerful shipping industry
a3l must prove their irmogence: this
@ reversal of the "innocent until proved
lty" principle of British law.

During the dispute Marshall, in outlining
his proposed form for a new union, contin-
ually mentioned that the new union would
be "democratic", and "in control of its
members". However his more detailed
proposal removes the branch structure of
the union altogether, and substitutes a

few officials and a small national council
_ who will control the union. What Mar-
mew Amendment also takes away the  shall understands by "democracy" is

T Ssystem which was controlled by the something similar to parliam entary demog-
th, and replaces h;:im lgm coatrollea ‘racy, w!l;em the elected few are only

i . It also sets responsible to the electors at election
~ upasystem of "bad marks", whereby a times. The old Seamen's Union, with
| seaman who gets three bad marks (given '

- out by the ship's master) within thirty-six

. Q is automatically bamed from work-
An the industry for six months,

: ¥as in protest against these and similar

policy, was infinitely more democrati
than Marshall's proposal. ar

Marshall was enabled to get away with.
this seyere attack on the seamen by the
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feature is the tendency

or hard core unemployment to increase,
s measured by the number of people
ceiving the inadequate un-

mployment benefits: 20, 825 compared

with 11,316 in November, 1970. The

ffluent society ethic of consumerism has
ictated that unemployment benefits :
otherwise too many peopie

f course, the government has a vested

interest in keeping the unemplor}menth

level relatively high (as proposed in the
1971 budget strategy)- . :
erroneously) that with a certain unemploy-

It thinks (so far

ber of industrial
isputes will decrease; and that average

weekly earnings will not increase at the
same rate as in recent months.

TION OF
1. SEAMENS UNI

omplete failure of the Federation of

labour and the Labour Party to come to the
defence of the seamen. When threats of
deregistration were made, several days
before it occurred, the Federation of Labour
did not protest, and the Labour Party lead-
ership's only comment was that the govern-
ment was not being firm enough'

Afterwards the Labour leaders said that the
seamen had brought it upon themselves,
and there was not a word of criticism of
the Shipping and Seamen Amendment Bill
from the opposition in parliam E:;t, even
though several unions had passed motions le g
s'lmnig]ly condermnning its revgmessive: character. on the Industrial Conciliation and Arbit=

After Labour had allowed the Bill through
parliament without opposition, the pre-

sident of the deregistered Seamen's Union,
Bill Martin, sent the following telegram to
the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Kirk:

"As a union which acted as one of the mid-
wives in 1916 at the birth of the New Zea-
land Labour Party, wethankyou and your
party for acting as the pall-bearers in the
internment of the New Zealand Seamen's
Union (deregistered).

""You and your party not only helped dig
the grave but your total lack of opposition
to the leg iron legislation being imposed
on New Zealand seamen proves that you

and your party are completely out of touch

Marshal]l (dight) relled on Skinner
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McMahon's government has falled h“-‘-" ;
any steps to combat rising unempl |
levels. In fighting unemployment the
Labour movement as a whole would s S
well advised to instigate the strategy en. %
dorsed by the Amalgamated Engin ‘
Union and Boilermakers and Blackemiths
Society and formulated by Trotsky in
the "Transitional Program': i.e, 't

el

divide the work on hand among all exig."

ing workers in accordance with how the
extent of the working week is dzﬁnea__",\,;i

It is impossible to accept any other pro.
gram for the present catastrophic perogis

*Leon Trotsky: "The Death Agony of

Capitalism and the Tasks of Fourth Intee

atiomal" 1938.

George

“ Fyson

with the working people of New Zealand
and no longer deserve trade union suppod.

"Political expediency always proves wiosg
in the long nm. "

The grave weaknesses of the Federation
of Labour and the Labour Party have b'tu
revealed by the defeat of the Seamea's

Union, which could not have been accoms

plished if they had stood firm.

In addition, the deregistration eXposes
once again the crippling effect of the
dependence of the trade union movemestss

ration Act. This Act not only restricts

unions' ability to engage in direct actio

but places them in a weak [J_Oﬂiﬂm in the
structure set up to resolve disputes:

The Act states that all disputes iovolviag
registered unians are to go before 4
ciliation Commission, consisting of €
representatives of employers and labol:l'-
Thus a handful of employers have equit
representation with thousands of warkﬂl-l__ :
But if.the Commission cannot amive st&
settlement, the di
Arbitration Court, which consists of an

employers' representative, a workers'

representative, and an !'1mpﬂrﬁll"b.|"‘d$_ fo
Thus the workers are outnumbered fﬂ- &
to one. The Court's decision becom ;

law, binding on all workers and &

{Ieft}tﬂ leaye feamen 1m1atr.d.

Eering ',Z_' ¥

spute goes before the

ers in the industry.

The 1.C. LA, Act has preserved many
smnall unions in existence, and after com-
pulsory unionism in industries covered by
registered trade unions was introduced

an amendment to the Act in 1936, the
number of unionised workers in New Zea-
land more than doubled. However it has
been successful in its main aim: to cur-
tail the militant trade unions by giving
the impression that a process of justice,
not a balance of strength, produced
steadily increasing wages.

Since the Arbitration Court's 1968 decis-
ion to grant a nil wage order, however,
unions have increasingly sought to bypass
it and establish wage rates by direct bar-
gaining. The much bigger increases
gained since 1968 forced the Tory govern-
ment to look for a new solution, which
they found in the Stabilisation &f Remun-
eration (wage freeze) Act. However this
is only a temporary measure and the part-
ial break the trade union movement has
made with the arbitration system is prov-
ing to be a continuing headache for em-
ployers. The labour movement needs to
proceed to abolish the restrictive 1.C. €

RO SR o g ’
A. Act altogether in order to allow
unions to really develop their power of
dction. In such circumstances " dere gist-
ration" would be meaningless.

Thus it is disturbing to find at this time
the President of the Australian Council
of Trade Unions, R.L, Hawke, retuming
from a recent visit to New Zealand full
of praise for New Zealand's arbitration
system. He favours a similar system for
Australia, but thinks that penal provisions,
as proposed in the McMahon governments
revised Conciliation and Arbitration Act,
are redundant in this scheme. However
it took a letter from Mr Marshall to the
Australian Minister for Labour and Nat-
ional Service, Mr. Lynch, to prove him
wrong. Marshall wrote that the exist-
ence of penal provisions against unions
had been very useful indeed.

From the point of view of preserving the
freedom of action of the working class,
the New Zealand arbitration system is
not a model to be followed. The crush-
ing of the Seamen's Union is an indic-
ation of how easily the employers can
use it to weaken the power of the trade
unipn movement.

PROJECT PRIMARY

Peter Connor

The Primary branches of the Victorian
Teachers' Union are mobilising round
"Project Primary". District Committ-
ees are being established in all primary
schools to work out guidelines for action
in 1972.

The movement aims to ensure that
""decisions by authority on V.T.U.
requests will be made in an atmosphere
strongly influenced by intense public
interest in and concern for primary
education. "

The founding circular goes on:-

"The Victorian Teachers' Union aims
to ensure that:-

* every child in primary school has
maximum opportunity to build a sound
foundation of learning;

* eyery child in primary school is being
taught by a confident, competent,
happy teacher in pleasant surroundings

conducive to gaining basic skills and
desirable attributes;

* every primary school teacher finds in
the primary division a career that is
satisfying and rewarding in all respects.”

"Project Primary" is to be hailed as a
step forward. Traditionally, the Primary
Sections of the V,T,.U. have been re-
garded as the most conservative elem-
ents within a conservative Union. The
activists mobilised by the movement,
even with this set of modest humanit-
arian demands, will quickly rmun smack
into the same brick wall that greeted
secondary school teachers when they
tock up the same kinds of demands -
the social system we call capitalism.

The powers-that-be are simply uncon-
cemed about improving inequalities in
education or conditions in the class-
room. Where is the profit in education?
Capitalism only needs a certain amount
of highly-educated people-equality in

.~

education, particularly for working-
class children, is wasteful. Why, they
may even learn enough to see through

a social system where greed debases and
erodes all meaningful human relation-
ships-and then look round for something

f / i i

better. Certainly, their teachers are
in such a position right now.

UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR
TEACHERS' STRUGGLES TO IMPROVE
OUR EDUCATION S5YSTEM:

NIUGINI ACTION

JIM WELSH

Recent developments in Niugini confirm
Australias role as an imperialist "power”.
The United Party of Papua/New Cuinea
{the ultra conseryative majority party

in the House of Astembly) recently sent
a 4 man delegation (3 whites, 1 uncle
Tom) to Canberra. Their purpose was
to enlist the aid of the Australian Army
to help restore and reinforce 'law and
order'. According to the "Age' (23/12/71)
the Minister for External Termritories,

Mr. Bames reacted "fayourably" to thg
request.

The Minister for the Army, Mr Peacock
told the delegation that he would visit
the territory in January to see for him-
self. The aid envisaged by the delegat-
ion is 60 soldiers for two years.

Already Australian National Servicemen
and one third of the Army Education
Corps are stationed in Niugini . There
is no reason to suppose that if the people
showed any opposition to the "develop-
ment" planned by the United Party and
business and plantation interests, that
this number of troops could escalate

rapidly-the thing the McMahon Govem-
ment and the United Party want is the
wealth of N.G, shared by all its people.

Conzinc-Rio-Tinte Australia (CRA)
following its land grabs in Bougainville
and the Tax-ex empt deals it established
with the Covernment has decided to buy
shares in Parliament. In a fit of New
Year "generosity"” it has given the
United Party and the Peoples Progress
Party $3, 000 each and has offered the
Pangu Pati $3,000. The money is for
campaign funds for this years election.
By these means CRA hopes to set a pre-
cedent for buying favours from a future
Government.

On February Sth, the intimidation of
the Tolai people of New Britain reaches
its climax when 18 Tolais are tried for
the murder of the local white overlord,
Jack Emmanuel. The Govemment
would like to use the trial to implicate
and discredit the Mataungan Association
and leaders such as Tammur and Kaputin,
(Already alligations have been made by
Administration stooge Ellis under Parli-
amentary privilege that Tammur is im-
plicated in the Emmanuel killing) and
also to soften up the populace for "law
and order’" tactics.

It is essennal that the Tolai 18 in part-
icular and the Mataungan Association
in general get an overwhelming show
of solidarity from the Australian left.

DEMONSTRATE FEBRUARY 4th

Brisbane Sydney Melbourne Adelaide
Hobart.

Free the Tolai 18!

Solidarity with the Mataungan
Association.

Self-determination for the Niugini
peoples.

No Australian troops for Niugini.

THE C.P.A.&

PALESTINE soisay

The Communist Party of Australia has
recently published a series of pamphlets
stating its position on current issues. Fro-
bably the most telling pamphlet is the
one covering the Middle East conflict.
This subject happens to be quite a sensit-
ive one owing to the presence of Zionists
within the CPA ranks. As such the Com-
munist Party falls back on its old tricks
of distortions, evasions and the use of
liberal arguments reminiscent of bourgeois
academicians,

A good example of the above is presented
in the following paragraph: "Following
the tragic fate of the Jews in Europe
during the Second World War, the United
Nations with the active support of the
socialist countries established in 1948(sic)
two independent states in the area-lsrael
and a Palestinian Arab state. Reactionary
Arab feudal forces, armed and advised by
the Britigh, refused to accept this and
launched the 1948-49 war".

Let us compare the facts with this CPA
versdon. The United Nations decision on
the establishment of two states (the part-
ition plan) took place on the 29th of Nov-
ember, 1947 (not 1948). No Palestinaian
Arab state was ever established neither

in 1948 or any other year. It shows in-
credible naivety on the part of the CPA
to believe that the United Nations was
responsible for the formation of the state

of Israel rather than Zionist military forces.

As for the war, apparently the Communist
P arty does not consider any of the military
moves against Palestinian cities and vill-
ages before the regular Arab armies in-
q,-adetd worthwhile mentioning (occupation
of Tiberias, Beisan, Saped, Acre and
Jaffe Went on from April 13. The Arab
armies didn't retaliate umtil May 15th).

Nor did the CPA consider termrorist attacks
like the one on DeirYasseinduring the
previous year to be part of the war. As

for the role of the so-called socialist states
the pamphlet makes no attempt to analyse
the role of the Stalinist bureucracy and its
motivation in betraying the Palestinian

people.

There are other crucial omissions in this

paragraph. It does not mention the com-
plete opposition of the Palestinian people
and their rejection of the United Nations

partition plan nor the extremely inequitable

terms of the partition plan itself.

Of course this falsifying of the facts is
complimented by their completely counter-
revolutionary position in opposing all the
Palestinian organisations plans and refusal
to support the Palestinian revolutionary
struggle. They refer to the position of

all the liberation frocts including the
revolutionary Marxist Popular Democratic
Front for the Liberation of Palestine as
\ncorrect, unreal and harmful:' This con-
trasts very strangely with the CPA position
of being an "official" sponsor of the Aust-
ralian Palestinian Solidarity Committee
(in both Victoria and NSW).

The CPA considers the "principled social-
ist approach" to be "full scceptance by
both sides of the U,N.O, resolution on

the Middle East of November 1967 in
which would provide the only basis for a
solution." This resolution does not recog-
nise the right of the Palestinian people to
self determination-as a matter of fact it
does not even recognise the Palestinian
people at all. Elsewhere there are refer-
ences to a Palestinian state but it is Teft
vague as to whereabouts such a state could

be formed, unless such a state is going tc
be formed in the Gaza strip and the West
bank. Needless to say many Zionists
including some in the Israeli cabinet
have been more generous.

No Palestinian, no matter how reaction-
ary or right wing, has accepted this sol-
ution.

Last year when we wamed in Direct
Action about the CPA falling into the
trap of "radical" Zionism we received a
protest letter froni Denis Freney inform-
ing us. "l am in agreement with Sol
when he speaks of the nature of Zionism
(including Left Zionism)"! '(Direct Action
8 July 1971). However opinion must be
divided on this question as the official
pamphlet says:. .. "In general it can be
said that the current vogue of treating
all Zionists as one reactionary mass is
incorrect and sectarian.". ..

Young Palestinian guerrillas.

s A e ¢

Finally the CPA is guilty of distorting
the position of revolutionary tendencies
(which to the position of the revolutionary
Palestinian organisations themselves).
They interpretthe position demanding
the destruction of the State of Israel as
an arm of Zionism to mean me complete
genocide of the Hebrew people. Their
argument considers only the subjective
position of Istaeli Jews in supporting
their government, completely disregard-
ing their objective condition of being
themselves victims of Zionism.

The distortions and evasions in this
current pamphlet are quite indicative of
the CPA solution. In an attempt to re-
ject Stalinism they move across to the
opposite pole and become downright
liberals. Revolutionary socialists on
the other hand should give unconditional
support to the Palestinian people and
their revolution.
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1971 opened with good
Peru: the release from pris-

The year
news from
on of Hugo Blanco. The Trotskyist

peasant leader, who had been impris-
oned since May 1963, was released
December 22 as parl of an amnesty
decreed by the government of Gen-
eral Velasco Alvarado.

Less than nine monthsa later, Blan-

{ co was suddenly exlled to Mexlco by
l the same military government, which
disregarded its <eftist” Image as it

moved to smash & teachers' strike.
These events in Peru Were in many
respects characteristic of 1971. Sharp-
ening conflicts and sudden mass Sirug-
gles around the world forced govern-
: ments, parties, and individuals to take
* gtands, define thelr real positions
clearly, and act accordingly.

The Bengali Freedom Struggle

On March 25, a war for Indepen-
dence erupted In East Bengal when
Pakistani dictator Yahya Khan un-
leashed his troops in & genocidal as-
sault upon the largely unarmed pop-
ulation.

To maintain domination of the Ben-
galis and @ reactionary Pakistan .
§ *united” on the basis of religion, Yah-

-' ya did not hesitate at a bloodbath.

; More than 10,000,000 refugees— pre-
dominantly Hindus —poured into In-
dia.

The Mukti Bghini (Liberation
Forces) of Bangla Desh soon dem-
onstrated their ability to harass Yah-

; ya's occupying army.

" The struggle tended inevitably to
challenge the leadership of the bour-
geols Awami League. Moreover, the
prospect of a triumphant revolution

i in East Bengal [rightened the Indian

; - B capitalists. An independent Bangla
Desh could inspire a separatist move-

" ment in West Bengal and other parts

of Indla.

These considerations led the Gandhl
government to Increase military pres-
sures on the Pakistani army, culmi-

- nating in a full-scale invasion of East

 Bengal at the beginning of December.

The aim of the invasion was to es-

tablish an Awami League-dominated
government under Indian tutelage in

Dacca.

One of the first casualties of cross

fire in Bangla Desh was the claim

~of the Chinese government to be &
consistent supporter of national lib-
eration movements.

The Maoist government provided
Yahya with arms and a $20,000,000
interest-free loan, besides serving as
the chiel international propagandist
in defense of Yahya's genocidal war.
In backing Yahya, Mao found him-
: ;gl[ in alliance with Richard Nixon,
whose support for the Pakistani bulch-
er was equally firm, although some-
- what less brazen. After March 25, the
U.S. State Department declared an
 Tembargo® on arms aid to Pakistan.
It was later revealed by members of
- Congress, however, that the U, S. had
- continued to ship millions of dollars’
- wortlr of military supplies to Yahya.
¢ For the Soviet bureaucracy, the Ben-
~ gall struggle represented nothing but
‘&n opporfunity to form an alliance
- with the Indlan bourgeoisie. The So-
~ viet-Indian “Treaty of Peace, Friend-
~ &hip and Co-operation,” signed on Au-
%gtul_ﬂ. provided Indira Gandhi with
&Mﬂ and material support for her

- sftempt to abort the Ben
LSRRt 40 3 gall revolu-

fixon's Trip 1o Peking
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gin on February 21,)

e In exchange for favors received,
‘-Iahgn Khan played a role in help-
‘fim to arrange the planned meeting
_»h_!t_wun his two chief allies. On July
; 15 Nixon and the Chinese govern-
ment simulteneously announced that
- Nixon would visit Peking "before May

1872." (The visit was later set to be-

One Immediate result of the 1an_-
nouncement was the dropping ﬂfﬁlf- S
opposition to the admission of China
to the United Nations, & position that
had hecome increasingly untenable in
any event. While Nixon was dis-
ple-aﬂed by the October 25 v\nm of
the General Assembly to expel Chiang
Kal-shek's representative, i{f was A8
small enough price to pay for the
opportunity to engage Mao In the day-
to-day detalls of preserving the status
quo Llnder the banner of peaceful co-

existence.”

In the United States, the July 15
announcement was recelved with ela-
tion by the ruling class, which saw
{t— correctly —as a blow to the anti-
war struggle. The comm unications me-
dia were flooded with propaganda
about the step toward peace that had

—allegedly been taken. Nixon was Im-
mediately relieved from the pressure
to respond to the offer made by the
National Liberation Front al the Parls
talks to release American prisoners
in exchangé for an early withdrawal
date.

Nixon quite deliberately exploited
the hopes aroused by the rapproche-
ment, sending his adviser Henry Kis-
singer on a second frip lo Peking Im-
mediately prior to the November 6
international antiwar demonstrations.

Continued Aggression in Indochina

In Indochina, Nixon had need of
any help he could get His strategy
throughout the year was lo Iry to
appease antiwar sentiment in the U.S.
by deception while simultaneously es-
calating the destruction of Indochina.

In January, thousands of Saigon
troops, supported by massive U.S.
air raids, made a bloody attempt to
open Cambodia’s Highway 4, the link
between Pnompenh and the port of
Kompong Som. While Highway 4 was
duly proclaimed °cleared,” it in fact
rema ined virtually impassable
throughout the year.

At the end of January, the fight-
ing shifted to southern Laos as 30,-
000 Saigon troops invaded that coun-
try behind armored columns and
aboard U.S. helicopters. This major
new escalation of the war produced
a series of warnings from the Chinese
government implying that it might be
forced to intervene.

This prospect raised a very genu-
ine alarm in sections of the U. 5. rul-
ing class, which began to fear that
Nixon was letting matters slip out
of control.

Less than two months after the in-
vasion was launched, Thieu's army
was driven from Laos in the worst
defeat imperialism had suffered in In-
dochina since the Tet offensive of
196B. Representatives of the Salgon
regime admitted casualties equal to
25 percent of the Invasion force—
which consisted of the most "elite”
units — and less blased observers put
the figure at 40 percent or higher.

While the Laos invasion was still
In progress, the New York Times ob-
tained a copy of a secret Pentagon
study of the Indochina war. ' The

Times began publishing excerpts from
the "FPentagon Papers® on June 12, but
was lemporarily prevented from con-
tinuing by the Nixon administration

untll the paper won a Suprem
e L
declsion. ; i

The FPenlagon Papers provided a
detalled refutation of the lies used by

Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon to jus-
tify U.S. aggression In Indochina,

and served to spur the growth of antj-
war sentiment.

This embarrassment was followed
by an electoral farce In Salgon In
which Nguyen Van Thieu emer ed
as the only candidate. 2

At a November 12 news conference
Nixon publicly proclaimed his inte :
lion fo maintain an occupation an!;

tests swept New Zap]
more than 32,000 part
of them unlonlstsa m
their own banners,

Equally massive -
were staged In Auulrnldl:mg?-'
An estimated 100,000 m“t:f'
bourne, and thousandy mo
strated In every state, £

On August 18, th
and Australian E:"ﬁ?ﬂ
nounced that they would g’
thelr combat troops from Vi
the end of the year. ’Whu'-h “.
that they would maintain % ;
in the country, the annoypee: '
a major victory for the nﬁu‘. v

. as long as Thieu
ed lO escalate

and
lelpatey -
Archiy

in South Vietnam
needed It and threaten

the alr war gtill further. 1
Ten days later, 45,000 Salgon

troops Were sent Inlo easlern l‘ar:1-
bodla in AN unsuccessful attempt 10
relieve 20,000 of Lon Nol's troops,
who were strung oul along Highway
6 between Pnompenh and l{ompun'g
Thom. On December 1 and 2, Nol's
forces were driven in disorder from
two towns along the highway. A week
later, liberation forces were attacking
Pnompenh's southern defenses, and
appeared to be drawing & ring about

the capital.

ront, he sald, would not aftack Gls
iho refused to fight againsi the Viel-
Bamese.

pay the expenses of the counterrev-
olution, and gave the Ceylon regime
a £30,000,000 interest-free loan.

The government, however, felt too
ingecure to relax its pollce measures
even months later. On November 25,
Bandaranailke told parllament: "The
restoration of civil liberties, such as
the holding of public meetings, 1s not
possible right now, because the leaders
of the young students and workers,
presenlly under detention, have many
followers outside prison.”

Hebellion and Repression in
eylon

On March 16, the coalltion govern-
ent of Sirimavo Bandaranalke—in
hich the ex-Trotskyist Lanka Sama
maja party and the pro-Moscow
pmmunist party are junior partners
& declared a state of emergency.
E The emergency regulations were
Mied In an effort to decapltate the
iadership of the Janatha Vimukthi
ment and a striking co feramuna [JVP — People's Liberation
2Front], a leftist youth organization

the power of mass mobllizat|;
Despite the illuslons at had supported the governing ro,” King Hussein, launched the first
United Front” in the May 1970 elec-

Nixon-Mao diplomacy, on Novead of several offensives aimed at complet-
6 NPAC was able to stage myyye bt . - but had become disillusioned by  ing the liquidation of the Palestinian
lEStf &;ns seventeen cities aepos :’;::1:20111;;!&!1“1: to fulfill its cam- resistance begun In the September
nit tates. Once aga mises, 1970 civil war.
were backed by aulld:rl::‘d!f" ' On Aprll 4, the JVP responded to A war of attribon continued
tions in Europe and Cﬂn&d;‘i e repression by attacking police sta-  throughout the year, with repeated at-
nadian demonstrations reache lons throughout the island. tacks on guerrilla bases. In June, it
peak on November 3, as 88 The ferocity of Bandaranaike's sup- was reported that Hussein's forces had
100,000 persons Eu:ru.n 1]': fipression of the rebellion indicated the joined the Israelis in firing on com-
bsted B et e Cou aroused in the ruling coalition. mando units entering or leaving Is-
protes gainst the wnt.ll_ﬂ- Maes arrests of more than 16,000 raeli-occupied territory
chlt;:a nuclear bomb test ¢ Wouths —most of them still confined The weapons Aieiied against the
by Nixon on November6, j fedayeen were primarily American. In
The Iindependent mass d

d the ten months following September
tions became the vehiq_:le-fn”_ 1970, Nixon provided Hussein with

a minimum of $30,000,000 in arms.
Even more ominous was a report pub-
lished by the Christian Science Moni-
tor that a team of U.S. army "ad-
visers” was working with Hussein's
troops.

Hussein's efforts to liquidate the fe-
dayeen were intended to clear the way
for a "political” settlement with Zion-
{sm —one perhaps involving the es-

by Allen Myers

Growth of Reaction in
the Middle East

On January 8, the "Hashemite Ne-

Deepening Opposition o the War

On March 31, an army court sen-
tenced First Lieutenant willlam L.
Calley Jr. to life in prison for the
mass murder of clivilians in Myvlal
three years earlier. In the United
States, the verdict was greeted with
a storm of protest, based on the be-
lief that Calley alone was being held

guilty of crimes for which higher-ups
were also responsible.

The protest reached such propor-
tions that Nixon himself intervened
saylng he would personally revieu.:
the findinge once all military appeals
had been completed.

The uproar over the C
typified Nixon's need toLtﬂ;lel:z f‘::?ﬁ
tlously In the face of deepening anti-
war sentiment around the world.

One of the most massive expres-
slons of this sentiment yet seen oc-
curred on Aprll 24. In the United
States, marches organized by the Na-
tional Peace Action Coalltion ( N[*J:'..L‘b

brought hundred
8 of th
the streets of W ousands into

o |

ginnings of participation in EISSN
war movement by Orga "'I;l: |
the Unlted States. While such P
pation consisted primﬂru? of ¢
ments from union officials r8¥
the mobilization of the ranks
dorsements provided the
movement with an impnﬂllﬂ._ i.i."t
to approach and involve m ;
workers. :

tablishment of a rump state for Pales-
tinlans on the West Bank of the Jordan
River. His task was made easier by

concentration camps— apd execu-
Mon without trial were the means used

£ ashington a - s w B coF b put down the JVP, with some In-
E:‘ﬂﬂiﬂm. Estimates cE the ml?ll rrZ: H;r:::dy :;?r;i?“:;la;;nmlm _ ® rlt.'--:unal assistance. a rightward shiftin several Arab gov-
400 (';]Ofernunntrﬂmrs ranged from tions within another gector he Yahya Khan and Indira Gandhl ernments. 8 iHE0. DESwie
lr;-; r L:-Irn-:nre_lhan 1,000,000, Jation with the powes (o for " 3 gol their differences long enough On November chih t bn:en e aoly
E‘mmli' ;:B.“E solidarity actions on the end to the war — the Gls. g joln In sending gunboats to Ban- government, whi A e
e 1n}tbl‘ﬂugh| oul tens of thou PSR combat by Gl’ rlnnau;e-g ald. President Tito of Yu- Arab gwernmen!t 11:: {:drc;n A e
R GD(‘.nh&ﬁen, London, Parls, become 80 common that 1 il_ .:‘ !:-v':a sent artillery to shell the yeen with ma.terba nmu P '
i "mi ::,Imrelﬁh RO TOrERIE . Or Frasta dlq:“uﬁﬂl?d in the bourﬁeu_“ HIE e retreats of the JVP. The Sovlet was overthrown i}' a Prefl;:lent AR
lﬁri{ffﬁ.t B.nalwle:*- Zealanders staged their On f_.”"r” 26, A apﬂkggmlﬂ ; . "ziucraty provided armored cArs, In May, Eifny;t a:;at b
35,000 ma:?;i:edpmw‘ 88 more than  Provislional rtemlutla“”?uu'-': pters, Jet planes, technicians, and  el-Sadat, clalmg

an "attempted coup,” launched a purge
the Arab Soclalist

in cities and town
throughout the country lowns

3 Structors. Mao Tsetung generously
On July 30, a ge s

: ¥ ; (et ggccided that the Chinese people would
ANnnounceci L L."_ o i

of left Nasserites in

-

] '-.'
en T - .
=t ﬁh:w*.,,.

cond wave of Oro

Unlon, the country's only legal po-
litical party. Ninety-one persons, In-
cluding Vice Presldent Aly Sabry and
Minister of War Mohammed Fawzl,
were arrested and brought to trial,

At the same time that Sadat opened
his purge, the government of General
Nimelry in the Sudan outlawed all
mass organizations except hils pro-
posed "Sudanese Soclalist Union.” On
July 19, Nimeiry was arrested in
coup led by a former governmen! min-
ister who had been dismissed as a
"Communist sympathizer.”

The new regime, however, was over-
thrown within three days by Sudanese
troops flown from Egypt under the
command of Egyptian officers. Once
back In power, Nimelry quickly car-
ried outl executions of leaders of the
Communist party, which had support-
ed. the coup although it appears that
it was not actually involved in its
preparation.

With the temporary decline in the
danger from the Palestinian revolu-
tionists, the Zionist regime found it-
self confronted by another threat. Is-
raeli "Black Panthers” — Sephardic
Jews — staged a series of protests
against the racial discrimination they
suffer In Israel. Their demand that
government funds be spent on im-
proving Israeli society rather than en-
couraging immigration struck directly
at the ideological basis of Zionlsm.

African Colonial Regimes Tighten
Their Hold

On November 24, the racist minori-
ty government that oppresses the 5,-
000,000 Africans in Zimbabwe won
recognition for "Rhodesian™ indepen-
dence from the British government
The agreement between [an Smith and
the British Foreign Secretary will,
when ratified, serve the British and
United States governments with the
pretext for complete abandonment of
the economic sanctions decreed six
years earlier by the United Nations.

Aside from Smith himself, the most
enthusiastic supporter of the agree-
ment was South African Premier John
Vorster, who sees a white-ruled Rho-
desia as a buffer state between apart-
heid South Africa and Black nation-
alism In the states to the north. Dur-
ing the year, Vorster provided
evidence of the sharpening contradic-
tions Inside South Africa by stepping
up the persecution of all sources of
opposition.

In February, thirty members of the
Unity Movement were arrested In
countrywide raids. Fourieen were in-
dicted under the notorious Terrorism
Act, but before the trial opened one
had been tortured to death by the po-
lice. The repression extended even to
white liberal critics, with the Angll-
can dean of Johanneshurg being sen-
tenced to five years in prison for the
"erime” of alding famllies of political
prisoners.

Repression and Reformism in
Latin America

General Velasco's exiling of Hugo
Blanco and the leaders of the Peru-
vian teachers' sirike was oneé expres-
slon of the inability of the “military
reformist” regimes In Latin America
to solve any of the basic social con-
tradictions of their socleties, On No-
vember 9, Velasco's *revolutionary”
rhetorlc gave way lo the brutal sup-
pression of striking miners, In which
twenty-nine were killed.

Another “leftist” military regime was
toppled In Bolivia in August by &
military uprising supported by the ul-
trarightist Falange Socialista Bolivi-
ana (Bolivian Soclalist Falange) and
the Movimiento Naclonalista Revolu-
clonario (Revolutionary Natlonalist
Movement) of former president Victor

Paz Estenssoro.

General Juan José Torres, who had

side the bounds of bourgeois respect

been installed as president in October '
1970 In an attemp! to head off a
mass mobllization that prevenied a
right-wing coup at the time, fled fo
the Peruvian embassy early in the
morning of August 22, Two of the
leaders of the rightist uprising had
been arrested and then freed by To-
rres after unsuccessful coup attempts
In January and March. .

A cause for alarm to the defenders
of eaplialism was the formation in
February of the Asamblea Popular
(People's Assembly). While the Asam-
blea included representatives of bour-
geols parties and was prevented by
the reformists of the Communist }
party from clearly posing the issue
of who should rule, it nevertheless
had the potential of developing into
a soviet. Because of the lack of a
mass revolutionary party, this poten-
tiality was not realized. |

In Argentina the military regime In-
dicated that it was seeking & way
to return the country to civillan rule |
without touching off a mass uprising
in the process. After a general strike
in Cérdoba in March, General Ale-
jandro Lanusse, the power behind his
predecessor Roberfo Levingston, look
control in his own name.

Lanusse quickly legalized the bour-
geois political parties and promised
elections in 1973. Recognizing the
need for support of sectors of the
working class for such a transition,
[Lanusse also opened up negotiations
with the followers of former dictator
Juan Peron.

In the Dominican Republie, the po-
lice-backed terrorist organization "La
Banda® brought the death rate of op-
ponents of Joaquin Balaguer's rule
to a level higher than during the re-
gime of Trujlllo. The terror was, if
anything, even worse in Guatemala,
where two right-wing groups competed
in assassinating opponents of Pres-
ident Carlos Arana Osorio ]

n Mexico, President Luls Echeva- [
rria on January 26 freed seventeen |
political prisoners held since 1968
Another sixteen were released in
March. These actions, however, Were
hardly a move toward liberalization
On March 16, the govermment un-
veiled & "Communist plot® supposedly
involving the Soviet Union, East Ger-
many, North Korea, and China. And
on June 16, Los Halcones (the
Hawks), a right-wing goon squad ap-
parently patterned on those in the Do-
minican Republic and Guatemals,
made their public appearance in &
brutal assault on a student de’ 9n-

stration.

In Chile there were ominous signs
of rightist forces beginning o mo-
bilize against the reformist Allende
government as the year ended, with
street demonstrations by bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois forces reminiscent
of the mobilization that preceded the
1964 military coup in Brazil.

In face of deliberate sabotage of
production by the bourgeolsie in both
the industrial and agricultural sectors,
the Unidad Popular (People’'s Unity)
government sought (o *compromise”
by restraining the struggles of work-
ers and peasants. In some cases, this
resulted in the outright repression of
peasants ‘attempting 1o seize unused
land.

The Chilan examyple produced its
imitation in Uruguay in the form of
the Frente Amplio (Broad Front). De-
spite ils ability to mobilize 500,000
persons in a militant demonstration
six days before the November 30 elec-
tions, the Broad Front polled only
about 20 percent of the vote. Not the
least of the Broad Front's problems N
compared with Chile was the greater :
relative welght of the Communist par-
ty, which used its influence fo ensure
that the candidates and program of
the popular front did not step out
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November was an Important break
in the long blockade maintained by
Washington. Supporters of the Cuban
revolution welcomed this encouraging
sign. Nevertheless, Castro's tour ap-
peared designed to easé mAass pres-
sures exerted agalinst the Allende gov-
ernment. This was especlally evident
In some of Castro's speeches and re-
marks during the visit

The Kremlin Tightens the Screws

The  twenty-fourth congress of the
Communist party, which met March
30-Aprll 9, ratified a reversal In the
limited easing of controls thal had
been granted to the maEgses in the
years following Stalin's death. This
;ag seen most clearly in growing
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by the trials of thirty-fous
thirty-two of them Jews —§ oy

lic ghettos.
A virtual insurrection of the nation-
alist people throughoul the London-
dominated enclave forced the British
army to back off from jts all-oul as-
gault on the ghefto communities. But
smaller-scale ralds were continuing at
the end of the year in &n apparent
attempt to wear down the resistance.
At the same time the Britlsh govern-
ment was pressing the neocoloniallst
Dublin regime to cooperafe In the re-
pression of militant nationalist cur-
rents.

Despite the tightenlng NOOSE of re-
pression, however, the passive resis-
tance of the nationalist community —
the rent and tax sirike —remains un-
broken. And as the difficulties of the

caplitalists deepen both In Ireland and
internationally, England's oldest col-
ony threatens to become the focus of
new

and more powerful struggles

the Irish people have fought through-
out all of modern history.

In the United States, there whs a
ptigeable Increase in nationalist ac-
Wliydn the Spanish-speaking domes-
tid ¢alény, particularly in the Chicano
sopulftion of the Southwest and West.
Jpposition to the war in Indochina

France and West Germany challenged

laws against abortion by slgning &

statement that they had had Ulegal

abortions.
[nternational demonstrations for the

right to abortlon were held November
290 In Canada, the U. S., England,
France, and Australia.

An Indication of the growth of the
movement In the United States WAas
the change In attitude exhiblted by
the two major capltalist parties, which
began to drop their previous attitude
of condescension and to look for ways
to channel feminist sentiment Into the
swamp of caplitalist politics.

In the Soviet Unlon, where women
have formal legal equality, there were
indications that the bureaucracy WAas
preparing to outlaw abortion because
of its concern over the falling birth-
rate. This consideration led the slav-

Y ary positions opposi !{; a woman's
8 right to decide for helr whether or
| not she will’bear a childd
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st Economy 15 that its prime target on the inter-
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— the largest polltical work ltu:rk'll‘
since the general sirlke of 1924 p.s.‘.

In Italy, there were s
gection of the ruling t:laui_a:;l::lt L8
less room for partial solutiopny hey
the American or Britlsh, had dik fn
to back the neofascist Movimeny

clale Italiar. (Itallan Socla] ;ﬂt

ment). The 5] was able to
of the protest in the uuuthltzfezu“
selection of reglonal capitals, and iz
the June 13-14 E]EEHDDI-—:WHIM
primarlly the southern part gf the
couniry — it recelved 13.8
the vote. el .
In preparing for the econom|e hlt..'
tle, the Japanese bourgeolsle alsg hed
to contend with a high leye ol |'
working-class combativity, as (he B
spring wage-offensive demuultrau;f
In addition, the student radicalizafjon
continued to deepen. Particular strug. |

belng dispossessed for the new Tukgg
airport, appeared to win support from
the publle.

The Nixon adminlstration made ng
secret In the weeks following August
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tional plane was the yen, which |f

People gradually become used to breath-
ing air that stinks, to the extent that
they only notice the difference when
they go to, or retum f[rom somewhere
where the air is cleaner. The Latrobe
Valley's natural environment is slowly
being destroyed. The air and water for
instance are both being gradually rend-
ered unfit to support many forms of life.

Anyone who lives in Melboume should
taking a drive one weekend down

the Princes Highway. If the wind is

blowing from the east, wind your window

down just before Warragul and catch a

whiff of the stink. The rotten e

smell comes from the Australian Paper
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doubled in the next few years.

There is another aspect to atmospheric
pollution which could eventually prove
more serious than the heavy fall-out of
dust, ash and chemical vapours; this is
thermal pollution. In the next ten years
the Latrobe Valley will be more affected
by thermal pollution than any other part
of Australia, The harmful effects an
smoke, ash and chemicals are reasonably
well known today even if they are by no
means fully understood.

However thermal pollution is not so well
known, and yet it poses a serious threat
to some highly sensitive plant and animal

LATROBE VALLEY POLLUTION 2

amounts of industrial effluent are finding
their way into the Latrobe River. ©il and
other petroleum products seep into the
river from all the valleyd industries, but
not very often in large quantities. On
the other hand A.P.M.'s pulp mill at
Maryvale produces thousands of gallons

of effluent per day. A sizeable book
could be written about the chemistry of
these wastes alone.

The least harmful are bark effluents which
are simply water stained by wood saps and
resins, These however constitute only
about 20% of the pulp mill's effluent.
A wide range of sodium and sulphurous
lignates make up another 70%. These

cycles that all life processes in the valley
would be affected. “ Trees and grass would
die, along with nearly every other living
thing. The effect of not taking action is
virtually the total loss of the Latrobe

Valley and everything in it within 40 to
50 years.
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Unfortunately neither the state nor priv-
ately owned industries which have created
this enormous problem are prepared to
face up to it, much less overcome it.
Under pressure they have expended some
money and resources on specific problem
areas which are causing extreme immitation.
In most cases however only the symptoms
and not the problem itself have been
treated. For example A,P.M, made a
profit after tax, from their pulp and paper
activities alone, of $12,560,000 in 1971.
Against this at Maryvale they have spent
$190, 000 over three years on effluent
treatment and intend to spend $12, 000
next year on smoke and dust emission
monitors. Two points need to be made
here: firstly, A.P.M,'s profits show clearly
that it is not putting sufficient effort into

the system of exploitation that ish Communist_parties of the United gles, such as the defense of : solying the serious pollution problems it
MERNE) o oY s filed and Rranceto atopt reaction- farcitn is partly responsible for creating. Secondly,

that although $190,000 has been spent on

a new effluent treatment system, chemical
tests have proved that effluent treated by
this system is very little better than the
raw effluent previously being discharged
into the Latrobe River. Also the $12,000
A.P.M, is spending on smoke and dust
emission monitors is not going to cut down
smoke and dust emission, only measure

it. It would also seem that this equipment

# 25 percent. Such a revaluation
buld severely hamper the exporl
‘#bllity of an economy already on s

bed to be an important lssue,
ell over thirty Chicano Mora-
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is being installed to preventA.P.M. {rom
being prosecuted, rather than for any
humanitanan reason.
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who emerged in 1971 a - e
party's supreme arbiter, when he jour- > ithon s
neyed to Prague in May for the lon 58S ar Seo il
delayed congress of the Czechoslova i‘*‘iﬁ’ “%f?ﬁiiag:;&ﬁ:inléfg%@r h‘n i
Communist party. The gathering &n Attics, New York, indigated  fhe
thusiasiically applauded Brezhnev's P%i“'ﬁ;"iea'ﬁ 9: nﬁ&%‘;‘;
approval of the "normalization” — L'g. e s

the relmposition of the Stalinist st o

the “Prague spring” was iInterrupted
by Soviel troopa.

There was a note of bravado
m the bureaucrats' self-congratula-
tions, however, for there were signs
that sectors of Czechoslovak soclety —
| particularly the youth —retalned thelr

-d.eu:rmlnn‘dlun to fight for soclaliat de-
mocracy, The trial and sentencing of
nineteen young "Trotskyists® in Pr Ague
~ for their propaganda activities agalnst
; ﬁihuﬂ!;]unucy indicated that the Hu-
~ BEK regime Is well aware of |
| iy ts lack of

: 'ﬂnlinnnl Struggles in the
Developed Capitalist Countries

._ For the first.time since the second
. World war, the concentration camp
System was introduced in & Weslern
~founiry as 8 method of erushing mass
- political opposition. It was the Briiish
| a-nur_nmenl. supposedly the most "ciy-
ﬂlﬂd and stable of the big capitalist
Powers, that resorted 1o this measure.

s having been held to date.
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also found |

on of the War Meay

sures Act depriving Canadians of thel
civil liberties, more than 8,000 per-
sons demonsiraled in Moniréal for a
French Québec. The refusal of the Que-
bécois population to be Intimidated
showed that the nationalist movement
relained its polential for struggle
against English-Canadian and U.§.
ex ploitation.

Wioening Struggle for Women's
Liberation

The revolt of the oppressed ma.
jority, women, saw a widening and
deepening of the struggle in many
different parts of the world,

On February 7, the Swiss EOvern-
men! was dragged part way into the
twentieth century when a referendum
approved B women's suffrage amend:
ment to the federal constitution.

in London on March 6, some 4 000
women demonstrated for equal .pa.
free nqraeriea. and the right to nhu}:r-i
ion. On March 15, hundreds of Fili-
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jond Nixon's "Phase TW8 wage board
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In particular indicated: the tntention of
U. S. capitalism 1o deprive its com-
petitors: of ithe advantage of higher
wages In the .Un_ﬂed States, Th: har-
nessing “of Ceorge Meany and other
'op uniBh buraucrats into the mech.
anism for driving down the ' livi

standards of American workers, hnl:f
ever, created an opening for the emer.

gence of a left wing in the union move-
ment to fight in defensge
jobs,

The British bourgeoisle, with the ald
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mentary Labour party,
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| For the Social Democracy, 189

was the year the British Labour:
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trlan’ Socialist party won i absol
ma jority in parliament for &msth'
of integrating the working clas
the capitalist state, and the year liy
which the New Zealand Labour pé
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| The pro Moscow « Slalinat |
Were nowhers able to rlse 8bo
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while the sharp right-turn of
nese government dislliusioned i
who belleved that Maolsm was & FEX
olutionary current and appeared 10
setioffi a power struggléin PERINEE Al
resulted in the fall of Mnnl '
patent, Lin Piao. i o
Among the groups proclaim
leglance to Trotskylsm, lhe"[{!__f"
tional Committee™ of Gerry Healy &8
Plerre Lambert flew to pleces uf
the impact of the Bolivian evenis.
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Fourth International were consistents
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Manufacturer's (A,P.M.) pulp mill at
Maryvale; the faint smoky smell comes
from the State Electricity Commissions
(5.E.C.) power stations at Morwell and
Yallourn. These plants are over twently
miles from Warragul and yet you do not
need a very sensitive nose to smell them
increasingly from here on. The large
coal-fired power stations at Morwell and
Yallourn burn 90, 000 tons of brown coal
a day. When the new Yalloum W. station
is completed in 1973 this figure will in-
crease to 110,000 tons a day.

At Maryvale pulp and paper mill chem-
ical recovery fumaces bum 1, 200 tons

of black liquor a day. This liquor con-
cists of sodium organic compounds many
of which escape directly to the atmosphere.
There are of course other sources of atmos-
phere pollution in the valley, but these
have only a minor effect when compared
to thermal and dust pollution from the
S,E.C.'s power stations and chemical

and dust pollution from A.P.M.'s pulp
mill. The whole of the Latrobe Valley

is covered continuously with a pall of
smoke and dust.

For example dust settling out ontoTraralgon
was analysed by the Department of Health
in 1970 and found to be 39% insoluble
matter, 26% soluble matter 23% ash and
12% combustible matter. The Health
Department have installed several dust
level gauges in Moe, Morwell and Trara-
lgon, and published figures giving the
number of tons of dust per square mile

per month that settles in the vicinity of
each gauge.

In Moe figures as high as 24.2 tons per
square mile haye been recorded. In

1965, "Traralgon's peak year', readings
of 14.4 tons per square mile were record-
ed. Since 1965 a public outery has forced
the Traralgon Cement Company to install
electrostatic precipitators on its fumace
stacks. Also the S.E.C. is being forced
to install similar precipitators at Yallpum
and Morwell. However A.P,M. have no

Yalloum Power Station
Discharges 10, 000 tons of steam and
200 tons of ash into the air every day.
It also uses the full flow of the Latrobe
River (right) for cooling purposes. The
water temperature is increased by 12°C

species. Some of these species play vital
roles in biological cycles essential to hu-
man life.

The brown coal in the Latrobe Valley is
50% water. Thus buming 90,000 tons of
brown coal produces 45, 000 tons of steam,
which is discharged into the atmosphere.

are produced in the pulping process and
have properties ranging from tar to deter-
gent-like substances. Some of them
persent a foaming problem and in order
to allow them to drain away defoaming
chemicals are added. The remaining
10% of Maryvale's effluent consists of
even more potent. poisons such as caustic
solutions, chlorine solutions and small
quantities of mercury and mercuric com-
pounds.

It should not come as a surprise to the
reader to learn that the Latrobe River is
virtually dead below the valley's indust-
rial area. At present the productive cap-
acity of nearly all the valley's industries

At present this quantity of steam is discharged ;¢ peing increased. This will almost

daily by the power stations in the valley
When Yallourn W comes into operation

in 1973 a total of 110, 000 tons of coal
will be bumnt daily. Consequently at this
time 55,000 tons of steam per day will

be discharged into the atmosphere.

Heavy wet fogs which hang in the valley
on most winters nights are caused by these
enormous quantities of steam condensing.
This is one aspect of thermal pollution.

Another important aspect of pollution in
the Latrobe Valley is the poisoning of rivers
and streams.Again the S,E.C and A, P.M
are the main offenders . For many years

the entire flow of the Latrobe river has
been used to cool Yalloum power station.
Since 1969 the entire flow of the Morwell
River hasbeen used to cool Hazelwood

and Morwell power stations. This accounts
for virtually the total water resources of

the valley gxcept for the 'Ejblic water supply.

The Latrobe River below Yalloum is 12 deg.
centigrade warmer than it is upstream =
too warm to be used for further industrial
cooling;consequently A P, M, uses water
from the public water supply reservoir at
Moondarra to cool its generators. The new
Yallourn W power station is to have two
huge atmospheric cooling towers. These
towers will dissipate heat from 14 million
gallons of cooling water circulating hourly
through the stations condensors. 'Lack of

an adequate supply of natural cooling water"

certainly lead to a further increase in all
types of pollution; as a result the Gipps-
land lakes are in danger of being poisoned
and the Latrobe Valley's natural ecosystem
will be damaged further, if not destroyed.

The powerful industrial interests responsible
for this situation are the only groups cap-
able of taking effective remedial action.
However the problem is so serious that
token gestures, such as those presently
being made, will have virtually no effect
whatever. Instead values will bave to
change, and large-scale industrial recon-
struction will be necessary. It might be
said ""You are exaggerating, it can't really
be that bad". But the effect of not taking
action must lead to a radical change in

the whole ecosystem of the Latrobe Valley.

inter
continental
press

A weekly news bulletin specialising in

Legislation was introduced in 1971 making
such monitors compulsory. Both state and

private industry are quick to publicise any
expenditure they make on pollution con-
trol, but their enthusiasm for such "non-

profit making"” activities is actually very
low. State owned industry would be ex-
pected to give a lead in this field. It is
true that the S.E.C, has spent more than
most private industries. But this has been
limited solely to the installation of mod-
emn electrostatic precipitators on all power
station furnace stacks. Ask one of the
S.E.C.'s public guides whether buming

all that coal could cause pollution. His
stock answer is that with modemn precipit-
ators the power stations will be "completely
pollution free'"! Tremendous pollution
problems are staring the S.E.C,'s top
managers in the face and yet so little has
been done and such big lies told to cover
it up.

The truth is that the men at the top of the
S .E.C. are frightened, and they are frigh-
tened because the social system in which
we live has no way of coping with this
problem. After all most industry in Aust-
ralia is privately owned. It does not oper-
ate to keep the air clean or to keep the
rivers pure. It operates in order to provide
its owners with a profitable investment.

In a word it operates to fulfil capitalist
objectives. It is really out of the question
for such enterpriese to divert 20 to 30% of
their resources into projects aimed at pre-
serving our natural environment. However
this is the sort of effort required if we are
going to survive not only in the Latrobe
Valley, but eventually in the whole world.

To overcome the tremendous problems in-
dustrial pollution now presents, the aims
and objectives of all industry must be com-
pletely changed. The profit motive will
have to be subordinated to other more
important priorities which involve the
survival of the human race itself.

There is no possibility of revolutionary
changes swch as these being made within
the framework of a capitalist system. This
is simply another irreconcilable contra~
diction of capitalism - a contradiction
that can cnly be solved by workers contrel
of all industry, in short by a socialist
revolution.

political analysis and interpretation of
events from a revolutionary Marxist
viewpoint, formal documents, reposts,
reprints and translations.

AIRMAIL SURSCRIPTIONS $10 FORIT
6 MONTHS FROM PO BOX 186,
HAYMARKET, SYDNEY, 2000.
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The recent Sydney bus strike was i m port-
ant for a mymber of reasons. The issues
raised by the unionists fundamentally
challenged the right of the bosses to run
industry. The demand that the wr.lrlkt?rs
had a right to decide oD the safety issue
raised the whole question of workers con-
trol of industry. This was why it became
essential for the Askin govemnment to
defeat the strike. The safety issue, and
the fact that one man Atlanteans meant
intensification of the exploitation to
which the bus workers are already s:._:b-
were the fundamental issues in-

volved in the strike.

Nobody should hide from the fact that
the Atlantean dispute has so far resulted
in a costly stalemate for the bus workers,
with the Askin government confident
that it can tum that stalemate into a

defeat.

ite understandable that many

:::‘:ﬁeq:m not confident of victary
should the strike be turned on again. We
all saw it begin with mass meetings in

ey and Newcastle voting overwhelm-
ingly in favour of it. But as time passed
and the govemment appeared not to be
weakening at all the inevitable happened;
members of the union began to feel the
economic strain, began to lose heart for
the struggle and to become defeatist.
They saw any prolongation of the strike
as futile, and had sufficient numbers to
yote down an executive resolution to
continue the strike.

This was a blow for Pat Ryan, and the
union as a whole. The congratulations
of Askin to the bus workers for their
“common sense’ are testimony enough
of that: And the Sydney Moming Herald
on December 21 spoke on behalf of em-
ployers generally when it said that "The
decision of the bus union membership to
return to work under the 'Kirby' plan was
a triumph for commonsense over the stub-
bomness and irresponsibility of the union
Jeadership." They don't talk like that
of real working class victories, like the
smashing of the penal powers in the o!
Shea struggle.

But let's set it in perspective: it was not
a major defeat in the class war like the

| ¢ S el i B

1949 coal strike or the strike of the Mt.
Isa miners in 1965. It was a minor de-
feat, and any force in a war with any
reserve of strength can take a minor de-

- We need to assess the strengths and weak-

 pesses of both sides in the struggle, with

AT the aim of hitting the enemy where he
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e
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is weak with the strongest weapons the
~ bus workers can use in the future.

Solidarity

This is always the main strength of an
~ umion, rather than its werallgaﬁmeﬁ:zl
weight, Some of the biggest unions in
this country - notably the AWU - have a

"!ﬂlh’-‘l:v of weakness when it comes to
- getting things for their members, while
Im, like the Seamen's Union, while

‘being smaller have won great gains

'Mﬁh militancy and 100 per cent solid-

o hat the bus workers have a solid unio
- Was shown by the fact that it could S
- hat po buses ran at all for the duration,

e - as as the
" I Bty wihed the ke

- This was based on the following facts:

- @) It was not losing money while the

Strike was on: it was the
#aving money. e D

B) It was not embarrassed by the lack of

buses. People, made do with private
/in the past that he wants city

—y o

|

cars etc. And Askin has made it clear

@1:: mainly based on the private car
= he doesn't give a damn about public

(The latest cuts in peak
ces are further testimony Ok

{ranspori-
hour servi
this. )

¢. It could,
its friends, the pre
union for the public's troubles. :
despite the fact that the govemmen

Pm.,,ﬂked the strike.

The Union's Point of Weakness

This was the fact that the members, not
the government, Were losing money. As
in any strike, the members f:t‘.'ﬂ.l]ﬂ not go
on indefinitely without seeking casual

work, whichis not readily available.
Strike pay was nowhere near adequate,
and the combination of the Christmas
holiday period and no pay is bad in any-
one's book.
of the membership for the strike broke
in favour of the Kirby plan.

That is why the solidarity

It is obvious at this stage that the govern-
ment is confident that in the course of
the 12 months Kirby 'trial’ period the
drivers will leam to live with the Atlant-
eans, helped along by their memories
of the recent strike, and how it left them
all back at square one.

After all, another

O\
extended scoppage if it was isolated from
other union support would be likely to be
fm{tlen again, given the government's
attitude to public transport.

Perhaps the main source of weakness was
the lack of support from the rest of the
trade union movement. The railway
workers in particular, showed no eagerness
to increase the pressure on the govern-
ment by stopping all the trains as well,

Pat Ryan was quoted in the Australian
of December 21 as saying: "....one of
the tragedies the union had to face up to
was the lack of industrial support. | am
personally disappointed that the other

transport unions did not
assistance," i

U:ﬁmumately_the railway workers, while
they have legitimate grievances of their

own, did not readily iden
with the Atlantean i?ﬁ'ug . Y tasmkelyes

The Govemnment's Points of Weakness

This was its imperative need t i

o kee £
:_}uh?y nmnning while the strike was é:n
i re was only a marginal disruption of
mﬁﬂ andcu;ly ;; fairly small loss to retail
S uﬂ;;o;,;mmt people found alter-

¢o the main objective had to be [LE t\]lt
Bus Union o extend the strike F-:bdcl u_lrﬂ
transport workers and/or other in Ilf;rl :
It was the lack of cuocess here that doomi=
ed the strike to failure. Ducker & Co. |
of the N.5.W,. Labour Cnunc}l must :'.:mr
the main responsibility for this failure.
With all transport workers out on iitﬂlir.' ¥
(including Petrol drivers) a comparatively
short strike could have been successful.

The other point of weakness of the govern-
ment was the support that the safety issue
had from the public. In spite of the vic-
jous press campaign against the bus v.:crrk-
ers, this sympathy with their cause did

not vanish.

This initial support of the public for the
safety issue could have been extended by
further action and better preparation for
the struggle on the part of the union. A
real political campaign Was needed aro-
und other issues raised by the governim ent
action. There was plenty of time (15
months) to prepare and mount a camp-
aign. The 3 weeks of the strike proved
too short to alter the relationship of

forces.

The issue that needed raising concerned

——

the growing unemployment in Australia.
This campaign should have been mounted
in the whole labour movement by the
union. It was one way of getting support:
for although the jobs of bus workers were
not immediately threatened, the effect
of haying one man Atlanteans in oper-
ation would be to cut back the numbers

of workers needed b
y the Department in
future and this would result in a tou gher

employment situati
on for the wl :
Oy Movenent. whole lab-

'E:unntth;r campaign that needed to be
i e cqﬂgeined the question of the

Sport crisis in Sydney as a whole.

1=l .
ﬂ]s:a;: trfdnrport policy is to encourage
23 Ol pnivate cars, through heavy
public investment in roads 20
This is now seen as a dead
responsible town planner in
Cities are for people, not ¢
reverse is true when Askin-
are allowed to mup their |
in American cities such =

and fre cways
loss by every
the world.

ars. But the
type policies
ourse, notably
a5 Los Angeles.

Sydney is‘at the moment headj
into that sort of polluted, noisy

individual stress, frequent smashe
Ultimately, rhost of what people
ain about in cities - air pollution

5 et
Compl.

oil slicks, etc. 1s caused by Cam.' nolse,

The way forward is to divert
being wasted at present on e
like the Western Distributor ~ which Hecs
only the pyramids in grandeur and Hvaly
lessness - into public 2 lnu“-
of shifting people, it has been ¢ terms
that a two track railway is the

of six lanes of buses, S Sale
equivalent to TWENTY FOUR lanes :;
cars.

Hence the way out for Sydney is |
government to upgrade the t:IIr oo
system by investing heavily in modem
buses and railways, so that any eitizen
can travel easily and comfortably, with.

out waiting, between any two points
the city. Gy

If the city is to be a decent place for
people to live, it needs far more public
transport workers in future than it now
has. Consequently, the transport mions
can and should make full propaginda e
of the government's transport mess,

We believe that the future altematives

for bus workers are these:

a) 24 hour strikes. These are cheap, but
everyone knows they're ineffective
and that the govemment can ea:ilu;
accomodate to them.

b) Open ended strikes on the model of
this recent one. These are least
effective when staged by workers em-
ployed by government or international
monopolies - e.g. public transport,
Mt. Isa mines. They are best staged
against small to medium sized em-
ployers who stand to lose their mar-
kets as a result.

If anything, Askin wants the bus workers
to continue with traditional forms of
action which his government has leamed
to cope with.

c) Open ended strikes with support from
other industries. This will almost
certainly be hard to get and of short
duration but is a precondition for
success when the issues are as import-
ant to the government as those raised
by the Atlantean dispute.

d) Mount political campaigns well in
advance of strike action around the
issues raised above. The transport
workers have a unique position, (wh-

ich they chould take full advantage

of). Nearly every worker in town

comes into contact with their work
situation every day by riding o8
lic transport, or driving on the sam¢
roads as it. This sort of thing, if
done by the bus workers, would in=
spire many other workers to Vary
their own tactics along the sam® of
lines, according to the conditions
their own industries. Tactics nee
to be varied in this way- To the
more support at the bEginniﬂE
strike and to put the blamé more
squarely on the governmerk, -
workers could refuse to coll

while attempting to kegp the
running. This would
to a lockout but it wﬂ'ltll_ll e
the government, not thé

to n%:p the buses, and it would ali
raise the question of tie nature ©
the public transport system

So what the bus dispute should ten?h
us is the need to prepare udequateo};k_
for extending the strike O other W
ers and to raise all the 1ssues e &=
to the action, with the labour mex

ment as a whole.

it certainly stacks the ca
of the strikers right
allows us to look forward to fu
successful struggles around th p situats
workers to control their own jo

ions.

Ng Strajghy
mess, with all its attendant Eﬁis‘;‘i‘i tly

public Mmongy
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BACKGROUND TO A BUTCHER

JAMIE DOUGHNEY

The date 6th February marks the arrival
in Australia of the "strong man" of In-
donesia's military dictatorship, General
Suharto, and a high point in relations
between the two countries.

Suharto seized power in 1965 after being
the dominant figure in the destruction
of the "September 30th Movement" and
the subsequent slaughter or imprisonmeént
of hundreds of thousands of members and
thisers of the Indonesian Commun-
ist Party (P.K.I.) at that time the largest
CP outside the worker's states.

THE COUP

Politically, the situation prior to the
September and October events of 1965
was explosive, both nationally and inter-
nationally. Internally Indonesia was
experiencing what was charactized by
historians as a'leftward trend'. This is,
an open intensification of the class
struggle. Peasant's organizations were
moving independently, demanding land
reform and seizing property.

These conditions reflected themselves
not only within the P.K.l. which was
forced, much against its will - (being

at that time a Stalinist party of the
Maoist variety, totally enmeshed in such
perfidious policies as the "block of four
classes",'revolution by stages" and the
"peaceful road to socialism") - to assume
a more radical posture vis-a-vis imper-
jalism and the national bourgeoisie.

Also this atmosphere was reflected within
the popular front government , the MNAS-
AKOM cabinet led by Sukamo. A more
rigorous anti-imperialist policy was pur-
sued particularly against the United States
which previously had remained fairly
immune to such attacks.

Concurrent with this radicalization the
domestic economic situation deteriorated
greatly. There was a decline in currency
earning exports, increasing monetary in-
flationary crises in the balance of pay-
ments and budgetary deficits all giving

a further spur to the radicalization,

The "September 30th Movement' came
into being in 1965 as a clandestine form-
ation of junior officers with strong nation-
alistic sentiments. They aimed to rid
the armed forces of a so-called "Gener-
al's - Council" which was said to be pre-
paring the way for a right-wing coup in
league with the American C.1.A. In
the light of ensuing events this seems to
have been an accurate assessment; the
C.I.A. was involved, and to no mean
extent. (It is worthy of note that Suharto
was not included in the "General's Coun-
cil" by the September 30th Movement.
Certain conclusions have been drawn from
this fact and will be retumed to later. )
On the night of September 30th they pro-
ceeded to implement their plan but were
soon crushed, primarily on the military
initiative taken by Suharto who effected
a coup ousting Sukamo and establishing
the present military dictatorship.

What began as an ostensibly "internal army
affair" ended with the catapulting of In-
donesia into the arms of reaction, and
served as a pretext for the smashing of the
P.K.l. and the entire Indonesian left. The
theory propogated by the bourgeols press;

his friendship with Untung the Leader of
the moyement and his association, -
icularly on the night of September ggnh,
with Colonel Latief, one of Untumgs co-
plotters, who has yet to be tried. The
information tends to support the conclusion
that the coup was the end result of double
-edged political manoeuvres involving
Suharto. The idea being to eliminate the
army officialdom, Suharto's rivals, as
well as being the signal for reactionary
forces to launch the bloody attack against
the left. The order coming from Suharto
to eliminate all P.K.l, officials and

cadre down to village committee level.

SUHARTO:

The P.K.l. was unprepared for such an
attack, being tied to the policy of pop-
ular frontism and having subordinated
itself to the "mational interest” in line
with the foreign policy of the Chinese
burecaucracy. The P.K.l. realised too
late that there can never be a principled
accomodation between revolutionists
and the national bourgeoisie.

Estimations vary as to precise numbers of
political prisoners incarce rated in 1965
ind 66 who still remain in the 350 prison-
ers and concentration camps maintained
by the Suharto regime. Information is
sketchy and hard to obtain and under-
standably the govermment does its utmost
to obsure the true noumbers. Estimates

range from the garbled government fig-

that the Generals had aborted an Yattempted ures of 40, 000-70, 000, (Suharto spoke

communist coup” never did correspond to
the reality of the situation. It merely
served as an excuse concocted by the forces
of reaction and their intemational apolog-
ists, to allow the massacre of about half

of a million left wingers to proceed with
relative impuniq'.

The position of Suharto in relation to the
coup was somewhat enigmatic. An inter-
esting analysis is given by W.F. Wertheim
in the article "Suharto and the Untung
coup - The Missing Link". (Journal of
Contemporary Asian studies Vol. 2, No.2,
page 50 Winter 1970) This ana lysis attem-
pts to piece together certain relevant facts
concerning Suharto's behayiour prior to the
coup. For example, why was he not in-
cluded among the Generals to be kidnapp-
ed by the "September 30th Movement",
when in fact he was one of the most power=
ful army figures? What was the nature of

of 58,000, Attorney Ceneral Sugih Anto
of 69,000 and Adam Malik within the
time span of a few days gave the figures
as 70,000 and 45,000 respectively), to
independent assessments in €XCEsS of
200, 000.

However, the most accurate ;sﬁﬂgng&u“:ut
appears to be approxim ately P ;
At the beginning of 1968 about 110, 000

detainees remained from the 1965 events.

At that time a new wave of arrests, last-
ing until mid 1969, accounted for a fur-
ther 50, (KK people. Allowing for the
number of prisoners who have been killed
or who have died while imprisoned plus
4 few token "humanitarian® releases the
figure 160,000 is probably fairly accur-
ate.

Whatever the case arrests continue, and
in fact they have recently been stepped

LS —— %

up, adding further opponents of the dict-
atorship to the goals already filled with
the world's largest number of political
priscners.

On the evidence of two investigations,
Amnesty Intermnational, (an intemational
organisation defending the victims of pol-
itical repression), forwarded a memor-
andum to the Suharto Government appeal-
ing for respect of the 'minimum’ require-
ments laid down by the United Nations
for treatment of political prisoners. In
particular they condemned the deportat-
ion of about 10,000 prisoners to concent-
ration camps on the remote malaria-
stricken island of Pulau Buru near West
Irian. The prisoners on Pulau Buru remain
totally isolated from the outside world,
living in the most appalling conditions
without hope of release. According to
official sources:-

“These political prisoners are considered
to be the leading cadres of the Commun-
ist Party of Indonesia, evidence of whose
guilt is not sufficient for them to be
tried in court.” (Most of the pnisoners
are detained on the basis of false accus-
ations and have no hope of their cases
ever coming to trial).

From elsewhere reports are numerous
about conditions within the concentrat-
jon camps. Food and medical supplies
are in critical shortage to the extent

that many thousands of prisoners die of
starvation or because of inadequate med-
ical care. An example was reported in
the Jan. 13th, 1971 issue of the Djak-
arta newspaper Berita Yudha where pri-
soners in the Glodok goal of central
Djakarta receive moming rations amount-
ing to four mouthfulls of salted rice. In
the afternoon they received the same
with a portion of salted fish. Often the
prisoners are subjected to forced labour;
the financial benefit of which is kmown
to be taken by the particular military
commanders, among whom graft and
corruption is rife.

A member of the second "Amnesty
International” investigating team com-
mented on the situation thus,

"The condition of the prisoners in Indo-
esia is very bad"

~"jt is very difficult to get the comect
number of political prisoners or to find
out anything about their condition"
~"most of the people do not want to, or
more accurately, do not dare say any-
thing about it." -

-"even lawyers have almost nothing to
say because they are not allowed to have
meetings with their clients."

—“the newly released prisoners, or the
relatives of the detainees, are afraid

to say anything for fear of reprisals. Z
-"The government of Indoesia is founded
mainly on fear."

Adam Malik replied to Amnesty: "We
are humane enough to treat our prisoners
well and in my opinion foreigners should
not interfere in our business.”

Despite claims made by Suharto and his
cronies that substantial numbers of pri-
soners have been, or will be released,
the facts deny these shameless lies. In
the year October 1, 1969 to October 1,
1970 a mere 4, 712 prisoners had been

released, while 10,000 more had been
arrested and sent to the concentration
camps. Similarly in the year from July
1, 1970 to July 1, 1971 4,000 were
released while some 5,000 were amrested
during the farcicial election campaign
of June, 1971, Like the phoney election
campaign these manecouvres are nothing
more than shallow attempts to appease
intemational public opinion.

The postacoup madsacre did not mark
the end of Suharto® pre-occupation with
physical elimination of the dictatorship's
political opponents. The years 1967 and
1968 also saw arbitary extermination of
"suspected communists” and mass exec-
utions of political prisoners, climaxed
by the Purwodadi incident of mid 19639
where 3,000 people were slaughtered by
the army.

Evidence that people are still being
killed is available. The following was
recorded by Vrij Nederland a liberal
weekly published in Amsterdam.

"I myself witnessed the [ollowing scene.
The commandant of a small group of po-
litical prisoners in the neighborhood of
the East Javan city of Kraksaan got the
order to transfer the prisoners immediate-
ly to another area because "refugees from
Blitar had infilirated Kraksaan."

But the commandant could not find 3

safe place to take the prisoners. He de-
cided to let some of them go "for a good
price"" and to take the twenty-six most
obstinate ones in the evening to the vill-
age of Asembagus not far from Kraksaan.
When they arrived in the village, the
commandant had the prisoners dig two
big pits in a place not far from the local
cemetery. There pits were to become
the prisoners' graves. Once these holes
were dug, the prisoners were blindfolded.
Their hands were tied behind their backs.
They were mowed down from behind by
a machine gun. Their bodies tumbled
into the graves. The village chief was
then ordered to take ten men from the
locality and pack the dirt tightly into
the pits filled with bodies.

THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION

Since the establishment of the military
dictatorship the Indonesian economy has
experienced unrestricted foreign capital
investment and has become increasingly
reliant upon "aid" packages from the
US and capital from other imperialist
nations, particularly Japan. This has
mainly been in the primary spheres of
mineral and forestry resources. The
United States, has been the main bene-
ficiary of this exploitation, controlling
804 of foreign capital investment, wh-
ich amounts to $1, 000 million since
1968, As is usual it is the ordinary
people who bear the brunt of this explo-
itation.

Australian investments in Indonesia
amount to $14 million so far, and if
recent rumblings in bourgeois economic
circles are any indication, Australian
economic and political ties with react-
ionary forces in Indomesia will increase
in the near future. This is because
opportunities for easy profits are declin-~
ing and now is the time for long term
investments, according to bourgeois
economists.

Australia's own imperialist endeavours
within the South East Asian area are
comparatively small yet it cannot allow
a shrinking of the capitalist orbit in the
region. The visit of Suharto and close
ties with scum such as Theiu etc. who
occupy the leadership of imperialist
dominated Southeast Asia is a reaffirm-
ation that the Australian bourgeois will
support these reactionaries against the
rising tide of colonial revolution.

Indomesian political detainees.
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The struggle for Women's Liberation
: represents the struggle of women to

i change their present role and status
in society, It is a struggle which ult-
imately challenges many of the basic
institutions and values of this society
and it a struggle which can be waged
on many levels.

g
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With the resurgence of this movement
in the sixties many more far reaching
and revolutionary demands have been
thrown up than in previous stages of the
women's movement, for example at

L the beginning of this century.

R o

Demands for the right to work, the
right to free abortion, the right to 24
hour child-care centres directly chall-
enge the traditional role of women in
the family as housekeepers and child-
minders. They raise the concept that
child-care should be a social responsib-
ility - a concept denied by capitalism.

By raising this demand, women are
claiming that every child is entitled to
the best care available regardless of the
wealth or poverty of its parents.

Women are beginning to realize how the
whole system of courts, schools, hospitals,
government etc. work to keep women
tied to these traditional roles of child-
bearers and rearers, and at the same

time reinforces and mystifies these roles
culturally.

Arising from this is the realization by
women of the need to organize and fight
together against the limitations set by
society, by fighting for such elementary
rights as the freedom to choose to have
an abortion and for the demands for
child-care centres, equal pay, safe
contraception etc.

I::E gﬁ that liberation cannot be

the individual by simpl
changing a "life style" or att"}irtudesp.?
Women's Liberation means solidarity
with the struggles of all women for their
liberation. Ome's personal circumstances
and relationships cannot be seen in isol-
ation from the rest of society.

- The question of how to involve masses

MASS

of women in the struggle against '.[.hl‘l.f
oppression is one ol the key questions
facing the women's liberation moyvement.

The type of movement best a ble to pub-
licise and win the demands of women 15
a movement which can organize on d
mass scale. It is through mass street de-
monstrations and other active mass camp-
aigns that we can most quickly and effect-
ively reach the masses of uninvolved
women with whom the potential power
lies. Such mass actions are a visible
eXpression of the size, confidence and
militancy of the movement. They are
the only way we are going to -Cii.':tUL*‘L'E‘ any
real long or short-term gains. The press-
ure that can be brought to bear on the
capitalist governments through mass act-
jon is far greater than any isolated camp-
aigns or attempts to work within the
structure of the parliamentary system.

Through participation in these struggles
women will learn a great deal about
their oppressors and the system, which
perpetuates their oppression.

They will come to the realization also

that the whole system will have to be
changed in order to meet all the demands
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~ At4.30 a.m. on 29th November resid-
~ ents at the Dark Room, headquarters
~ of the Carlton Women's Liberation Group
- Were awakened by wgallce searching
- theirbedrooms. When challenged, they
| - claimed that they were "looking for a
~man on the roof. " This explanation ma
been 4
@y plausible if they had been
earching on the roof, however their
“erest apparently lay elsewhere.

en a phone call was made to C

® Station later that moming, a:hlim
nation affered for the search was
‘the searchers had been looking for

m (for which no warrant is

necessary in order for the police to con-
duct a search). Anyone nxaware of
the constant police harassment to vhich
poliﬁFal dctivists are subjected, might
be naive enough to ask - why did the
police change their story?

Could it be that neither story is true?
At that stage the Carlton ‘h?-'lgmen's Lib-
eration Group had been using the Dark
Room for about one month and several
political activists had moved into the
ref-h_izntial section. No doubt the act-
ivities of these people were of interest
to sections of the bourgeoise state who
would like to see the Women's Liber
ation Movement crushed.

As yet the residents of the Dark Room
have not received any official explan-
aton or apology for the raid eyen
though a formal complaint has been
lodged with the Victorian Police Force

Obviously this is merely a continua
of the attempts to inth?;idate andu )
harrass political activists which have
become a traditional part of the Melb-
:q:me political scene over the past
mcadt. It is a sympton of capitalism
its period of decline that it can no
longer tolerate democratic rights which
have been won in earlier periods of
greéater prosperity for capitalism. In-
creasingly as the moyement dgainst
capitalism gathers force, the bourgeo-
isie iz forced to use its repressive tools,

particularly the police f :
to maintain the old nrd::t:cc g aoe

© WOMEN'S LIBERATION
ACTION

prerequisite to the freedom of women.

The system is [ar too rotien (O patch up,
it can never really grant freedom Ior
women. We are confident that women
will come to the conclusion that the
fight for women's liberation is also the
fight for socialism.

In the meantime all possible reforms and
concessions must be fought for and this
will mean challenging the powers of the
government and its priorities. This will
require a massive struggle on the part of
women and any success will be a tremend-
ous boaost to the movement and women

as a2 whole.

Women must, of course, fight their own
struggles, as they can rely on no other
forces to win the demands most relevant
to them.

This independence is vital as it means
that women's demands are not made
subordinate to other issues, or modified
in any way. Organizng independantly
gives women a greater self-reliance and
confidence, and increases the morale

of the whole move ment [t is extrc mely
important that people who have tradition-
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Letters...

BUS STRIKE

The Editor,
Direct Action.

Dear Comrade,

Comrade Maynard's analysis of the By
bus strike in the Decemhzr issue of [g?ri?
Action gives some food for thought. Com-
rade Maynard claims the cause of the bus
workers' resistance to Atlanteans is their
concem for public safety. For Marxists
this iz a specious argument. [t is the
*_wh_o]e pattem of the lives of workers which
is involved. There is plenty of evidence
to show that it is the fear of the changes
Atlanteans will bring about that, quite
rightly, motivates the strikers,

The Askin government haye adopted the
classic bourgeois response to the growing
impact in Australia of the World Capitalist
crisis by seeking to increase productivity -
and cheapen costs at the expense of the
'iw.':rrker:i. The doublt-decker Atlantean
d‘: to the transport industry what measured
ay work to the manufacturing industry ;

4n attempt to push to the limits the demands

mm?!f on the workers for the benefit of
capitalism. The threat to public safety
is m_:.li,r. one aspect of the process, Th{‘h’
strain imposed on the worker together with
the !ﬂn% term impact on himself and his I
family is another, and to the Marxist i
more important one . | :

'i.{h}' 15 the govemnment of New
BIVINE private industry the lead
matter? Whi_l-;t committed to providing
some form of public ransport system | -
appearances’ sake, they cannot, | LI' :ﬂ
rade Maymard pPoints out, seek L.l- wila.-trm

"-‘H'IL;E n Walee
in this

ally been oppressed, conditioned to |
insecure and inferior, Organize in th el
own right around their own demand:h

In the August 26 and intermati
L“J.H,r demonstrations in the U??.ngl wmﬁtl
rallying slogan was "Out of

and into thtr;E streets! " Ther:"::};:itK:ftctﬂlm:
slogan is being reflected in many oth :
struggles at the moment - [t '.a’ngmﬂtIl
standing up against one's rights and =
abilities as a full human being and join-
ing in the struggle against this rotten
system.

On March 11 women in Australia will
take to the streets in what is shaping

up to be a massive demonstration aroungd
women's liberation demands,

All women who sympathise with some
or all the demands of the movement are
urged to march with us. We are confid.
ent that more and more women will join
in this struggle as they meet with the
frustrations imposed on them by the
present society and see the altemative
possibilities of a freer way of life.

Build the Women's Liberation Movem ent!
Build March 11!
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the problems of an inadequate transpomt
system by means that will offend the autes
mobile industry. By giving 4 lead in what
must inevitably be the response of industry
nationwide to the impact of the werld
capitalist crisis, they obviously gain cons
siderable political advantage.

Quite correctly Comrade Maynard sees te
need for broadening the struggle, the
importance of leadership and the aim of
workers' control in resp onse to this. By
avoiding correct analysis however, hEps
duces bourgeois radicalism, with its
resultant opportunism, rather than revol
utionary Marxism.

l-h*nr}r Marten.

IRELAND

To the Editor,

'Direct Action'

The report headed 'Irish Action' in youl
December issue was a very fair aceount
of our activities surrounding the situation
in Northern Ireland. We are Er‘-'atful

to R. Quinn & J. Mecllroy for their co8s

tributions to these functions.

I wish to draw attention however, 10 the
Boycott Campaign we have Jaunched:
The C ampaign is not directed ¢$peclﬂ“f
to goods imported from Britain, but
rather to products of British firms Opef
ating in Australia, including Insuranc ey
Air G :'J':'l[rt-]u:.;

We feel that every dollar remitted
Britain by way of dividend is 2 I'i-Iﬂf“"
ive nail in the coffin of Democracy in
Northern Ireland

Mise le meas

Vincent O'Gorman,
SeL retary.
Ireland Civil R}F_“ht.‘:

1“‘--"E‘Iilm
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May Day---the day of the revolutionary
nroletariat and their allies; the day when
past victories arc recalled and further
hattles are foreshadowed; the day when we
join with our comrades around the world

to demonstrate our faith in the ultimate
conquest of power by the dispossessedof the
earth.

There are some socialists who question
the value of the celebration of May 1st
May Day they say, is not part of the trad-
ition of the Australian working class.
They claim that socialists have attempted
to implant an activity which can have no
releyvance to the class struggle in this
country.

We of the Socialist Youth Alliance and the

Socialist Workers League, believe that the

celebrdtion of May Day should be under-
stood as 2 means of politicizing Australian
workers.

That a massive wave of strikes and general
industrial unrest is occurring is undeniable.
The proportion and quality of the upsurge
reflects a growth in class conscicusiess
among a high percentage of Australian
workers.

May Day is one way of developing class
consciousness into a political revolutionary
socialist awareness. Militant class con-
scious workers could only be politicized by
the act of marching along side women
fighting for their rights , radical students,

anti-war activists and of course revolutionary set up an altemative platform and initiated

socialists and their supporters.

DIRECT ACTIO

With the emergence of "Direct Action''
almost eighteen months ago, a revolution-
ary newspaper was being sold aggressively
in the streets of Australian cities for the
first time in decades. The bourgeoisie
was worried by this development, as is
evidenced by the speed with which they
set about trying to force ''Direct Action"
off the streets. They set their police and
parking officers to work to attempt to in-
timidate sellers of 'Direct Action".

They knew that action such as proscribing
"Direct Action' would make a farce of
their claim to have established freedom
of the press, they also kmew that it would
povoke a public outcry. They wanted to
throttle "Direct Action" but they knew
that they could not stop us publishing it,
so they tried to stop us selling it. They
told us to move on because we couldn’t
sell without licences but when we went
to their police and councils for licences,
they told us that we didn't need them, or
they tried to impose conditions which
would have made it impossible to sell.

This attempt to kill "Direct Action" began
eighteen months ago. After a few months
the authorities in Melboume capitulated

and we now sell there without interference.

However in Sydney and Adelaide the
struggle is still going on.

Adelaide

In recent weeks, Dhect Action sellers
have been continually hamrassed by Coun-
cil inspectors either asking for licences
or ordering sellers off the streets. Our
more experienced sellers treated the in-
spectors with the respect due to them-and
kept on selling. The police were called
in and one of our sellers (Comrade Doug

The thousands of Australian workers who
have pitted themselves against the multi-
national corporations in this country could,
in a May Day demonstration, feel the
intermational nature of their participation
and grasp that the enemy also knows no
borders.

The value of May Day has, for a long per-
iod, been diminished by the narrowness of
the organizers. May Day was tailored to
the contingencies and ever vacillating
policies of the Stalinist CPA,

The over emphasis on wind bags from trade
union bureaucracies lent a reformist flavor
to the May Day platform. Anachronistic
brass bands contributed nothing but an
Edwardian gala atmosphere. The predom-

inance of the Australian flag and the wattle-

and-boomerang jingoism of the legendary
nineties did nothing to allay the depressing
image of ever dwindling numbers of rank
and file workers.

The past two May Days in Melboume have
seen some changes in style. In 1970 the
Maoists split from the official committee,

a march on the US Consulate.

Jordan) was victimised.

He is being called before the court to
explain why he dared to sell "Direct
Action"” in the same way as bourgeois
papers are sold in Adelaide. Doug has
been charged because he sold a paper to
a worker who stopped his car and called
out that he wanted to buy one. The fact
that thousands of "Adelaide Advertisers”
are sold in this way every day, makes no
difference. Formally Doug has been
charged with a breach of the Motor Tra-
ffic Act. In fact he was charged for sell-
ing a reyolutionary newspaper.

Harrassment of "Direct Action" sellersin
Adelaide is being carried out at the pre-
sent time on the basis of two repressive
laws. One, passed around 1870 forbids
women from selling newspapers on the
streets (said a city council officer when
questioned by one of our members "It's
just not done at all"). It mightn't have
been done in 1870, but it is done now-by
members of the Socialist Youth Alliance
and the Socialist Workers League through-
out the Eastern states of Australia. The
other repressive law empowers the council
to direct holders of licences to sell news-

pers wherever the council thinks they
should sell. In the case of "Direct Action"
the council thinks they should sell on
back streets and on little-used intersect-
ions. Our sellers think differently.

S:vdne]r

Months ago harrassment by city council
parking officers led sellers of "Direct
Action" to make enquiries about obtaining
licences to sell. Various sections of the
council were contacted,(notably the Town
Clerk and the Public Health Department).

SUPPORT ISRAEL
DRAFT RESISTERS

The plight of draft resisters 1n lsrael and
the role of the Israeli govemment at

last reached the pages of the daily papers
through the courageous protest by Benja-
min Merhay on the steps of Parliament
House in Canberra in the first week in
January. Despite the pro-lsrael bras of
the media, and intimidation by both the
police and zionist thugs (Bengamin and
his wife have been physically assaulted
outside zonist meetings in Melboume),
the- repressive nature of the Israeli regime
was brought home to a large number of
Australians.

Benjamin decided to demonstrate after
receiving a telegram from the Israeli
Socialist Organisation saying that one of
the draft resisters, Giyora Neumann (see
article D,A, 10) was still being held in
a military prison and still refused to
register. Demonstrations have been held
in Istael, London and in New York as

well, and a group of prominent rabbis
and lay Jews have signed stafements in

support.

Benjamin started his protest on Tuesday
moming, with posters reading:- " Protest
Against the Zionist Regime in [srael,"
and "Protest Against the Persecution of
Draft Resisters in Israel," and maintained
a hunger strike until midday Friday He
was very brutally and rudely handled
when arrested by the police. (The Judge
in the Court of Petty Sessions ordered

an investigation into the charges of

brutality).

When released, he retumed to continue
the protest, this ime with a barrage of
reporters and T.V, cameras. After
being threatened with further arrests by
the two special branch police, Benjamin
ended his protest, but by that time the
point had been very well made.

MAY DAY 72

Rod Quinn

In 1971 they stacked the meeting of May
Day affiliates bureaucratically dominated
the day and turmned it in the same sterile
direction as it had been drifting for

years. The infantile brigade of sycop-
hants raising their "little red books" when-
ever Hill and Langer made a particularly
demogogic point provided comic relief
from the muddled Stalinist jargon. The
predictable confrontation with the police
in Exhibition Street rounded off a day in
which few workers could have progressed
from trade union to reyolutionary con-
SClousness.

The emergence of an organized socialist
grouping in the ALP (Socialist Left), the
climate of critical analysis in the CPA
and the growth of new revolutionary
organizations provides the opportunity
for the existence of creative coalition
activities.

We call upon the Left to collectively
plan a May Day worthy of the name:

(a) As May 1st falls upon a Monday we
propose a central city aftemoon rally
demonstration in protest at anti-union

The council said to get in touch with the
Police Department, as the council did
not issue licences.

A letter was sent to the Police Commiss-
ioner requesting permission to sell "Direct
Action"” on the streets. In reply came a
letter from the Assistant Commissioner
saying: "The police department has no
objection to Direct Action sellers, butin
due course we have forwarded your letter
to the Town Clerk, who may have some
objections." Months later a letter was
received from the Town Clerk informing
S.Y.A. that: "licences are not issued by
this council and 1 would suggest that you
contact the distribution managers of the
three (3) major newspaper groups - John
Fairfax [td, News Limited and Australian

*The Pimps of Imperialism’ by Jorgd Best, Mexico

legislation or some issue of concern to
workers.

(b) At the Sunday Yarra Bank rally the
emphasis should be placed on rank and
file activists as speakers--better three
or four workers briefly reporting on their
struggles than one long tedious speech
from a professianal unionist.

(c) AstheWomens'Liberation movement
has exposed the abysmal failure of trade
unions to fairly represent womens' pro-
blems, a Womens Liberation speaker
should be included.

(d) In view of the betrayal of the people
of Bangla Desh by the Mao bureaucracy,
we oppose the idea of a guest speaker
from Peking. We propose that a workers'
representative, someone in the forefront
of the fight against imperialism, be in-
vited from embattled indo-China, else-
where in Asia, the US, or Western Europe
(the expenses could be defrayed by an
interstate lecture tour).

(e} The hired brass bands be dispensed
with and modern musical groups be en-
gaged with a view to providing-anti-war,
socialist and labour music during the pro-
cession.

We neither regard our proposals as comp-
lete nor as beyond debate.

We urge an early and open discussion on
the building of a worthwhile May Day
celebration.

Steve Painter

Consolidated Pres".

Nhile these events were in progress, pol-
ice and traffic officers continued to harmr-
ass our sellers. Again, it is quite obvious
that sellers of "Direct Action” are not
being harrassed because they are breaking
any laws but because they are selling a
revolutionary newspaper. (How can we be
breaking laws which apparently do not
exist?) Thebourgeoisie is attempting to
intimidate us off the streets.

Ne refuse to be intimidated, we will
fight to defend our right to sell on equal
terms with the bourgeois newspapers. We
recognise that the only rights we have in
this society are those which we take and
those which we are willing to defend.
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