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EDITORIAL

Before March 30, when the liberation
forces of Vietnam began their march
towards Quang Tri in the north and An
Loc and Saigon in the south, everything
looked rosy for the Pentagon, and inldm-d
for Peking and Moscow too, Everything
appeared to be in its place, apart from a
few dozen B-52 raids here and there, What
was important, though, was that the
natives weren't restless,

There is an extraordinary dymamic about
the Permanent Revolution which overrides

forces of the world and befuddles the
limited imagination of even the most
ruthless Stalinist bureaucrat of the workers’
states; where Hungary '56 was undoubtedly
a major setback to the world revolution,
but without which Czechoslovakia '68
would have had less meaning and Cuba
would have bheen thoroughly stalinised
long ago; where Geneva '54 retarded the
liberation of the Indochinese peninsula,
but without which the liberation forces

of the world would perceive no lesson and
perhaps follow the same path and suffer
the same tragic losses. This is not to
applaud counterrevolution merely because
despite itself it begets revolution, but to
draw attention to the lessons of a long
history of Stalinist betrayal: the dynamic
of the struggle for human liberation sweeps
aside the deformations imposed upon it

on the one hand by imperialism and on

the other by criminal distortions of
revolutionary Marxism.

The current upsurge of the struggle in
Vietnan should be viewed in this light.
And not for a long time have we witness-
ed such an agglomeration of desperate
aftempts to sway the Vietnamese revol-
ution from its course. In this year
Richard Nixon climbed the highest
summit to do this very thing when it
became clear that the Pentagon's
"Vietnamisation" strategy was doomed
to failure and would publicly be seen to
be a fdilure should the liberation forces
engage in battle on the scale of the
1968 Tet offensive,

The United States could win the war in
Vietnam if it destroyed the people of
Vietnam, But the people of America

will not let the Pentagon do it. The
United States could destroy the people

of Vietnam in either of two ways:

firstly by the use of the massive firepower
at its disposal or secondly by the recomm-
ittal of the ground forces that are presently
being withdrawn, Militarily, both of
these alternatives co prove successful
despite the heroic resistance of the I
liberation forces. But as the American

VIETNAM: THE BEGINNING
OF THE END!

what the subterfuge called Vietnamisation

the temporary jubilation of the reactionary

really means, the former option becomes
increasingly less possible, and the people
have issued many a resounding '""No" to
the latter option. Besides which, the
men of the U,S. Army will not fight,

With these facts in evidence, then, what
better alternative for Nixon than to enter

the secluded halls of Peking and Mosgow ?

Not a bomb, not a dollar, not an Amer-
ican life lost - and what's a Chiang or
Thieu when the whole future of imper-
.ialism is at stake?

So to Peking did Richard Nixon go,and
he almost made it to Moscow in time
as well, He had quite a few reasons for
believing that either Peking or Moscow
(or both, for despite the rhetoric, the
interests of these two bureaucracies
coincide more often than not) would be
able to bring pressure to bear upon Hanoi
and the National Liberation Front to
accept a negotiated settlement on terms
favourable to Washington and "peaceful
co-existence", There have been many
times in the past years that we have
heard Washington, Peking and Moscow
calling for a return to Geneva, where
the interests of the people of Indochina
were set aside in fayour of a mutual
understanding between the big powers,
where Ho Chi Minh and the forces he
led saw the gains they had won on the
battlefield slipping away across the
conference table. And if Geneva seems
too far in the distant past, then we

need only remember the machinations
of both Peking and Moscow over Bangla-
desh and Ceylon,

But after Geneva, the big powers were
faced with a new mood in Hanoi and
amongst the fighters of the south, and
if the Viemamese have told us anything
in the last sixteen years of incredible
sacrifice, they have told us of their
resolve to win on their terms this time,
The lesson has been learnt, and the
courage and determination of the Viet-
namese revolutionaries, as they march
to within striking distance of Saigon
itself, means much more than a change
of government in the south and a
certain darkening of the cormridors of
the Pentagon, It is possible to predict
at this stage that the collapse of the
Saigon government will have enormous
repercussions around the world : that
the fall of the provincial city of An
Loc will be felt from Warsaw to Buenos
Aires, from Johannesburg to Illinois,

In the space of fourteen days U, S,
imperialism has suffered its greatest

chances of recovery in Vietnam dre

very slim indeed. These chances m st

be limited even further by all those '.

outside the battlefield in a renewed
effort to force a complete reversa] of
imperialism's military and politica]
involvement in Indochina. To st back
and merely applaud the victories of the
Vietmamese is to ignore the same inter.
national responsibility that they haye
borne through too many years and tog
many wasted human lives,

Immediate and unconditional withdrg

of all U, S. troops, bases and materig?“.
from Indochina- OUT NOW!

End the bombing now!

Not a penny, not a gun for U.S, impergtl

ism's war effort!
Solidarity with the revolutiona struggle
of the Indochinese masses! o

Victory to the Vietnamese revolutjog!

“

INTERNATIONAL

ANTI-WAR ACTIONS
APRIL 20-22

SYDNEY :

April 20th - Rally at 3. 30pm
Martin Plaza, 6pm March
through city to Town Hall,
/pm Meeting in Lower Town
Hall, T,D.Allman-key
speaker,

MELBOURNE :

April 2Ist - Rally at 4pm Treasury Gdns,
March at 5. 30pm to U, S,
Consulate.

BRISBANE :
April ZIst - Rally at 2pm Roma St.Gdns.

HOBART :

April ZIst - Rally at Commonwealth Bank
Corner, City at 12, 30pm-
1, 30pm
March to Town Hall 2pm fof
public meeting~

CANBERRA :
F‘ipril 21st -_Hg]l}r at 4. 3U'pm Civic Cenlre
7pm rally at Garema Place.

ADELAIDE :
April 22nd - Rally at 10am at Elder Park;
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On February 22 the Senate of West
Berlin rejected the proposed appointment
of Ernest Mandel to a professorship in
ccopomics at the Free University of
Berlin, overruling his nomination by the
council of the university's economics
department, Six days later Mandel was
refused admittance to the territory of the
Federal Republic,

Widely scen as a fundamental challenge
to civil rights in West Germany and as an
integral part of the current intensification
of repression in Western Europe, these
actions have evoked strong opposition,

A Marxist economist of world repute and

a prominent leader of the Fourth Inter-
national, Ernest Mandel had packed
lecture halls in the university during a
semester as a guest professor in 1970-71,
The council of the economics department
considered him so exceptionally qualified
that they nominated him as sole candidate
for the chair of "social politcs. "

[ its February 22 declaration the Senate,
guoverning body of West Berlin, explained
that it "1id not question the academic
qualifications of the candidate". Rather,
il stated, the "political activities of
Ernest Mandel, directed against the
democratic constitutional state, " make
him "unfit for academic work on the
university, "'

[+ bicked up this charge with the state-
ment that "Mandel's goal is the creation
ol a Soviet Republic of a Trotskyist type,
headed by a national congress of workers'
councils with supreme power in economic
ind social political questions. In this way
the democratic and free social order
outlined in the constitution is to be

e E'll.'l.'."'}'l._'i.i.. s e e &

The Senite further charged Mandel with
being "one of the n‘r:‘lihTE.‘ldQT‘i of the
Fourth International (Trotskyist) , whose
goal, it declared, was "to assure the
continuity of the program of revolutionary
Mamxism, until through the process of
permanent revolution, world communism
is achieved. In reaching this goal, it
sees armed struggle as a means to over-
throw the international bouwrgeoisie and
the creation of an international Soviet
republic. The organisation considers
ilsell as the instrument (0 promote and
coordinate all activitie$ of the
revolutionary vanguard, "

This decision met with a sharp response
from the students and faculty of the
university, who invited Mandel to speak
al a protest teach-in on February 28,

_As he changed flights en route to Berlin,

Mandel was stopped by border guards at
Frankfurt and expelled from West
Germany, According to the authorities
his expulsion had been ordered on the
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request of the Berlin Senate, who felt
his appearance at a public meeting there
would pose a threat to public safety.

Interior Minister Genscher expiumned that
"the action was aimed not against the
'Marxist theorztician' but against the
'revolutionary' who 'aims to overthrow
the established order. ""Mandel had
often acted in a 'conspiratorial manner',
he continued, without specifying how.

Mandel's answer to the West Berlin
Senate was read to 2000 participants in
the February 28 teach-in. The Senate
decision, he declared, shows that the
Berlin leadership of the Social-Demo-
cratic Party (ruling party in the Senate)
is tuming away from the principles of
the constitutional state. "For according
to these principles, no one can be
discriminated against unless he has been

declared guilty of a crime or misdemeanor
Measures which discriminate collectively
against members of any philosophical,
religious or racial minority dismantle
the constitutiomal state in favour of
arbitrary rule based on 'reasons of state.
They start with so-called left-radical
minorities, and then come those with
Jewish grandmothers, then those who
agitate for strikes, then journalistic
agitation of any form, and finally all
those who displease for any reason the
local satrap. Fortunately it has not

gone so far yet, but the first steps io®
this direction are made. A McCarthyite
witch-hunt is beginning,.."

Mandel went on to declare the so-called
anti-constitutional character of the *
Fourth International to be a "gross
falsification. ... The whole argumentation
only has sense if the Semate believes

ACTION GOES FORTNIGHTLY
VE FOR 500 NEW SUBS

the 'free and democrati¢ order’ to be
synonymous with capitalist exploitation "

The Berlin Senate decision is the most
spectacular of a series of recent govern-
ment actions to bar socialists from
téaching posts in West German schools
and universities, On this basis the
sociologist Host Holzer ,a member of
the legally constituted German Comm-
umnist Party was recently denied a post
in the University of Bremen. Dr.
Wolfgang Lefevre was refused an assistar
Professorship at the Free University of
Berlin on the same grounds.
A wave of protests by all sections of the
German community was sparked off by
the ban. Margherita von Brentano, a
vice president of the University, has
resigned in protest, Student meetings
were called across Germany; prominent
academics have organised a petition
against the decision; the national leader-
ships of both the Young Socialists and
Young Democrats, the two youth groups
associated with the ruling coalition parties
have both objected to the government's
action,
‘IThe German authorities attempted o
justify their decision by referring to
Mandel's having been refused admission
to the USA, France and Switzerland,. In
all those countries the ban was attached
by trade unionist and social democratic
parliamentarians and academic figures
such as Professors Wassili Leontief and
Kenneth Galbraith as well as the New
York Times and the Washington Post in
the USA .

It may be recalled that Professor Mandel
has also been banned from Australia, On
May 12,1970 his visa application was
rejected by the Australian Embassy in
Brussels. Mandel was due to address the
Socialist Scholars Conierence as
several public meetings in Sydney,
Melbourne and Adelaide. As was the case
overseas the Liberal government's decision
to ban Mandel generated a storm of
protest with many Labor parliamentarians
as well as academics and other public
figures joining in. (The Australian govern
ment has never justified its ban on Mandel
nor did it indicate any limitations on ir. )

well z

Because of the importance of the civil
liberties issues involved plans are under
way for an international
<defence of Mandel's rights and the right
of Germans to hear his views without
interference. In Australia the best way
we can help the campaign is to renew the
pressure on the Australian Government to
admit Mandel. In particular the ALP which
is likely to come to power after the next
elections should make an unequivocal
stand stating that it will allow Mandel
into Australia so that he can address who-
ever wants to hear his point of view,
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people become increasingly aware of blow smce the 1968 Tet offensive. Its

The 'general' quota covers those areas

where SYA or SWL does not have branches
yet. If any of our readers would like to We are certain that you would have no a
help us make our goal of 500 new subscrib- difficulty in selling subscriptions to your

ers, you could try and sell subscriptions to friends- the best socialist newspaper in

our price will remain at ten cents per
issue making us the biggest yet cheapest
paper on the left,

As from this issue, Direct Action will
appear fortnightly, and in order to pro-
vide the paper with a basic circulation
we have launched a subscription drive
for live hundred new subscribers within
cight weeks,

The special subscription rate is fifteen
issues for $1 (normally the price of ten)
50 subscribe now!

Our goal is to become the best and most
widely-read newspaper on the left. Fort-
nightly publication is a step in this direc-
tion. In order to be well-informed on the
revolutionary movement both here and
overseas it is important to read Direct
Action regularly, The best way to ensure
that you don't miss a single issue is to
subscribe,

This is our first drive for subscriptions in
an organized way. Previously we have
relied nearly totally on single issue sales,
but from now on we aim to increase the
number of our regular readers. We have
set as our target this time 500 new sub-
scriptions in eight weeks, starting from
this issue. In coming issues of Direct
Action we will publish progress reports of
how the drive is going.

your friends as well as subscribing yourself. Australia for just under seven cenls a copy,

posted.

If you are able to help in this way, write
in and we will send you out some subscrip-

The step to bring Direct Action out fort-
nightly is a reflection of the continued
growth and stability of the Socialist
Workers League and the Socialist Youth
We are confident that our
circulation will be maintained and later
increased on the fortnightly basis,

Alllance,

Direct Action is a socialist newspaper
calering to the new radicalization, with
coverage of the labour movement, the
situdent movement, the anti-war move-
ment and the struggles of blacks, women
ind other oppressed sectors of capitalist
society, We also attempt to cover the
light against the destruction of our
covironment by capitalist profit-seekers.
Direct Action also has the best coverage
of international news frcm a reyolution-
iry viewpoint, linking up the struggles
of the oppressed throughout the world,
from the colonial world and the advanced

[

oppase the Vietnam war and
apeon, if you want a gocial-
stratia, if you support the
Jor women's liberation,
e for national liberation
it the world- join the
T YOUTH ALLIANCE,
like to join S Y, A, ...,

g more infor
E__ 'S A mation

15 issues for $1.00
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The quotas for SYA and SWL branches are
as follows,
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! On the night s
& resrorist attacks ook plac

: Two high-powered Repros =
§ in mimites of each other, one t..l._fb1i|:!-..
i‘ the front door of iha 20kh floor af tha
£ Carlron flat of jevic, 4 |

\ ant and dedicated campaigner agi inst
B ¢he Datashi {Croatian .
: §n Auttralia. The other shattering a

i sdv ¢ cenire

migrant advisory ce : Haibeth S
h"i‘l-igt.."‘-h fegrored a front w indow disy fay
of Yugaslav naticnal costumes,

% Wy T

'I‘ Five people were present
{lat at the time of the attac
bination of luck and px'!]irhc.:;]
nobody was seriously injured.

the blast, which was heard blocks away,

blew a hole through a concrete f]_-f.'-ar:
ghattered whole rows of windows in the
20 storey black and substanti
their flat.

i The explosions coincided with celebral-
' jons by Croation nationalists a round the

] date of April 10 which marks the anniver-

1 sary of the establishment by Hitler a nd
Mussolini of the fascist independent state
i of Croatia under Fuhrer Amte Pavelic,

: There has been a recent upsurge of
Ustashi activity in Australia coinciding

with a similar development of righl—win.g
Croation nationalist feeling in Yugoslavia
jiself, A large public pro-fascist demon-

stration was recently held in M-::Ihn:v}une
{with full police co-operation), while

leaflets calling for support of the Croation

"Student Movement" in Yugoslavia have
appeared on campuses,

In this country, the establishment of a

. "committee for democracy in Australia
is a politically encouraging sign. The
functions of the commilitee are mainly
to provide protection from Ustashi
terrorisin for local Yugoslavs and 10
further the work of exposing Ustashi
activities. Marion Jurjevic is a prom-
. inent member of the committee as is
|,fl - the Labor parliamentarian Dr. . F.
o,

. Following the bombings, both spoke at
. & meeting ut the Unitarian Church,
" which was packed by the radical move-
. ment in solidarity with the cause of
-~ Yugoslay anti-fascists, Outside, Croats
demonstrated, shouting the racist epithet
MAustralian Cypsies"” 10 the crewd inside.
-e’dil'.nrs of "Direct Action” believe
that the answer to right-wing terror (at
s historical stage) lies in the building
public mass movement against
1an fascist activitics in Australia,
} Lhis endd, lefi-wing newspapers
. should put themselves at the service of
'M already involved in the campaign:
nee this interview. The suppert for
committee for democracy in Austra-
xpressed in the Unitarian Church
ing painis 1o the possible develop-
o such 4 movement, which is the
pal protection ugainst lerrorism .

%nﬂn Jurjevic was obtained shori-
r the meceting.

irievic showed the "Direct Action”
svers documented evidence of

_i;‘:"' ing photos of Liberals at Ustashi
e racist booklet produced by
iion Hill church and an invitation

tion of April 10, which included
5 "scig heil" in the Serbo-Croat
which did not appear in the

Nt Could you describe jug
ened last Thursday niglfl?

At 1t_15 visitors 1o my flat

peo the door 10 go home a?}d Saw

JBRUE Canvas bag with white trimmings
#,im; the right-hand side of

- Oue of them asked me if it

m::l hiad come in only 20
elore. When I said it wasn't,

by said "It must be a
lﬂmd around looking

S Awhat it was, we shut
“fang the police as the
14 previously told me 1o

ig tike thar happened,

Aling the police, we started

% around the flat, One
ent 10 the kitchen 10 see if
Was around. | went and pushed

A A

the Kitchen

o0 occwrred, Had we been any

W oul, or closer Lo the inne
would have been killed by th;

we would have opened it

k]

of Thursday "P”? Bth two

in Melbourne
} bombs exploded with-

= e % y | =
Marion Jurjevic, 4 persist
fascist) Movement

in Elizabeth 5t.

in the Jurjevic
k. By a com-

astuleness,
Although

ally wrec ked

dncidents deseribed in the interview,

this year's "Croatian Association”

£, then when we realised

s and a5 we were
the outer windows we would ho ve

Had we been five minutes later

USTASHI INTERVIEN
TERROR:

MARION
JURJEVIC

members of Parliament instead of

i FYI1E
Did you have any previous

QUESTION: _ v
that this might take place?

indications

M.]. - Yes, I had n_:u:eivfd_:n -:ic.a.ti"l.
threat two weeks before. Six years
ago, a parcel bomb JL{dH'SECd to me
exploded at the Mail Exchange.

- u r - e P )
QUESTION: You have a long persona
history of campaigning (o expose the
Ustashi in Australia. Could you fill .
us in on the background to last Thursday's

aftack?

M.]. - Some years ago I went to Can-
berra to try to talk to politicians about
Ustashi activity. I contacted Dr.Cairns
and a few others. I tried to see the
Liberals, but they didn't want 1o talk
about it. I produced documents and _
showed them to Jim Cairns about Ustashi
training activities, elc., 31_1d {:I.'III'TIE :
started a continuous campaign in Parlia-
ment. No action resulted, even though
quite a few Yugoslavs had been killed

at this ime.

In 1964 we had a deputation to Hamer,
who assured us he would take every
possible action. Both State and Comm-
onwealth police came to visit me and

a2 state anti- Ustashi squad was established.
a5 well as a Commonwealth one, ASIO
came and asked me about Ustashi act-
ivity and Jim Cairns urged me to give
them every co-operatiof,

But I saw at the time that ASIO was
collaborating with the Ustashi. For
example in 1963, after Ustashi troops
were photographed using Australian
military facilities at Wodonga,Fabian
Lovokovic, the movement's secrelary,
admitted that there was no need for
them to worry about it, as they had
been working with ASIO.

At first, the ASIO members who visited
me only asked about the Ustashi, but
after the visit of one member, known
to me only as Brian, I saw the change--
he started to ask me questions about

e
0
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Ante Pavelic with Mussolini

Ustashi, I brushed him off, Then
another policeman called Stan began

For a few days, he talked only
about the Ustashi., Then I had a meeling
with Arthur Calwell and Jim Caims, He
came around behind my place and called
me to come out to his car. He asked me
what my conversation with Cairns a nd
Calwell was a bout. [ said "5*“‘1?"‘!- ":
shut the car door and walked off,
were not interested in getting anti-
Ustashi information at all, but in getting
information about the Labour Party.
When Superintendent Craig was alive,
there was a genuine anti-Ustashi squad
for a while. There were a few Intel-
ligent fellows who read books about the
past of the Croatian movement and who
started to seize firearms and publicity
material, They were quite well
acquainted with what was going on,
When Craig died, most of these men
were kicked out and replaced by Eat-
vians, Ukrainians and Germans.

Holland (a Catholic Action man) was
appointed chief of the state Ustashi

and Mafia squad. I went to him and
asked him what he was going to do

about the Ustashi, to which he replied:
"What is it?" The day he became

chief, the state squad became inactive,
They did no more after that - they were
blind to the stabbings and <he murders
that were going on, One of my best
friends was killed: the police did nothing,
A few weeks ago a Yugeslav was bashed
in Footscray and taken to hospital. He
named the attacker, but the police
would not act. Only after I rang Dr.
Cairns were they willing to take a
statement, from which nothing happened
at first. Now, after the recent events,
the police have decided to take the

man to trial,

| ] | il-"g-:

They

Ivica Kokic, a man implicated wath
top German war criminals, holds a
senior position in the Department of
Labour and National Service. In 1967
he went to Los Angeles to visit the
notorious Croat war criminal Artukovic,

®
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Sydney, Nsw.

then went to Canada and bgck' llﬂ.- :
Europe where he visited the grave of
Ante Pavelic, At a European conferay
e was appointed "vice-presidengh
the Ustashi govemment in exile,

Some time ago | wasapproached by a
man in the street in Richmond abayy
working for a foreign government, for
money. [ immediately rang securig
and reported the incident, They hun
up on me, and the next day the mang
who approached me was on a plane o
the United States, If he wasn't an agent
provocateur in league with ASIO, hoyw
would he have got a visa to get out of
the country so quickly, especially if

he was, as claimed, the agent of a
foreign power?

QUESTION: It isa fairly well-known
fact that the Ustashi are protected, and
in some cases openly endorsed by pro-
minent members of the Liberal Part
(eg. McMahon, Gorton), Leading
members are senior public servants,
The Ustashi can hold publie pro-faseist
demonstrations with impunity at a time
when anti-war demonstrators are con-
stantly harrassed. Can you comment
on this?

M.]. - Liberal Party members attend
Ustashi meetings. At a Ustashi demoan-
stration to the Yugoslav Consulate in
Sydney, after attending a Requiem
Mass for their Fuhrer, Mr, Mch‘[ﬂhon,
(who was then Minister for Foreign
Affairs) intervened to prevent the police
interfering with the demonstration, The
incident was reported in "The Sunday
Obzerver", McMahon's words were -
"Leave them alone - they have a good
cause", On one occasion he attended
a Ustashi function where he was given
a deoll in Croation national colours for
his wife and child. I advise him to
watch thatdoll - it might explode!

When he became Prime Minister, the
Ustashi wrote to Mr, McMahon con-
gratulating him, as they did to Nixon
and Brezhnev when they came to power,
McMahon was the only one who replied,
with a warm Ietter of praise and thanks
to H, Maric, president of H,O.P,

(the Croatian Liberation Movement),

Mr, Fuller, Secretary for the Navy
attended a Ustashi function representing
the Minister (Dr. M. Mackay). I have
a photo of Maric giving him a memor-
andum signed by known war criminals
in the Argentine asking Australia to
take action against Yugoslavia, Fuller
thanked him on behalf of himself, his
wife and the Minister for the Navy,
apologising for his absence,

Mr. Darby (N.S.W. Liberal MLA) has

often been photographed at ceremonies
in front of the Ustashi flag, as has Mr,
Wentworth. The latter appeared also

in front of a picture of Pavelic.

Dr, Solomon (MHR Tasmania) was
"foreign guest'" at a 10th April cele-
bration of H.O.P. in 1971, He was
photographed in front of a banner
reading "Glory to the Fuhrer".

In May 1970 Mr. Philip Lynch was
present at a meeting of HOP, In
reply to a question from a man who i§
a war criminal, Mr. Lynch assured him
that all migrants were welcome in this
country if they are of "good political
behaviour" and "good character”. He
called for vigilance by Croatians in
Australia against Communists.

Father Kasic of the Croatian Catholic
Church in Clifton Hill administers the
oath for Croatian nationalists, taken on
the knife, gun and the cross. He has
also published a booklet for his con-
gregation urging young Croats not 1o
intermarry with Australians as "mixed
blood" will result. When 1 described
this man as a fascist, Mr, B, A, Santa-
maria called him "a fine priest".,

QUESTION : How can democratically
minded Australians best counter the

activities of the Ustashi?

by abstaining from any of
secondly by expOsing
inything yvou know about them an
above all, by supporting the Commitlee
far Democrac Y,
aid for those threatened h}' the IUS'[ﬂ.ihi

0 that they don't live in fear.

First of all

theis

[}
ictivitie 5

The Committee has only been formed one

month, but today there were 500 peoplé
it the Unitarian .Lﬁri'lu"- h. J]-i”':'ugh the

' which is a non-party

hope to put an end t@
moment, there are

Commitied )
"--;.:I.I'-.E.i-:-:ir LEE
the terror. At the

e for the ordinary P‘-"'JPIE’

ind another for the Usgashi, whose bomb

|||f-._ Yl

ng and terrorism is p[';il:‘.cd l:!}’ the

OO Y
gOVErnment,

which will providu |1:=E\5lt

p——

MATAUNGAN RELEASED

Tomano Tovolo, one of the 18 leaders
of the Mataungan Assoclation currently
on trial in Rabaul after being arrested
in the wave of hysteria which followed
the killing of New Guinea administrat-
ion official Emanuel, has been released
following the refusal of the Chief Justice
presiding over the case to accept a so-
called confession submitted by the
prosecution, The "confession' was re-
jected because the Chief Justice was
satisfied that violence had been used by
the police in order to obtain it,

POPULATE OR PERISH

Was the slogan which the post-war
Labor Party government used to launch
its immigration drive. Few people then
stopped to ask what the slogan meant -
did it mean populate or white civilisat-
ion in Australia would be overrun by
screaming Asiatic hordes? It did, The
then Immigration Minister Arthur
Calwell was a racist then, just as he is
now, But the slogan also had another
meaning - populate in order to create

a cheap pool of unskilled labour for

the Australian bourgeoisie otherwise
they will perish. The misery which the
Australian post-war immigration policy
has created is well known. Immigrant
families are undeniably the major
occupants of the inner suburban slums of
Melbourne and Sydney.

Over the years numerous stories have cir-
culated about immigrants being lured to,
this country under false pretences.
Italians and Greeks used to be the main
victims, but now the Immigration Depart-
ment is turning to new fields and young
Latin Americans and Turks are being
lured here under the pretext that job
opportunities are good and that they will
be taught English on arrival, They arrive
to find that this is not so, that easily
accessible English courses are not
available and that only the most poorly
paid and menial jobs are open to people
who cannot speak English. Obviously
the policy is to create a cheap pool of
unskilled labour at any cost. Then of
course there are the Turks who arrive
thinking they are in West Germany ..,

LETTING THEM KNOW WHO'S
BOSS &

An Adelaide schoolgirl who made a com-
plaint to police headquarters after seeing
two police officers lifting an aborogine

from the footpath by his hair and applying

POLICE RAID

BRISBANE
SYA/SWL

Following an early moming raid on
March:21 by police from the Drug
the Brisbane branches of SYA and SWL

were warmed: "if you Kick up a stink

ment to close this place down",

At about 7.05 a.m, residents at SYA's

Hill awoke to find police inside the
premises,
produce a warrant,
thal no warrant was neceded and

proceeded to search every room,

way into his room when he stated that

was scarched, Another was held while
his'car was searched, despite protests
that he was late for work.

Then the police began to concentrate
their energy on the SYA office, and
Socialist Books' downstairs store,

on the SYA National Conference and

had been seized.
literature had to do with drugs, they
replied that Special Branch (i. e.
political police) would be interested.
They asked several times "haven't
Special Branch visited you yet?".

vicious headlocks to him, later withdrew
the complaint after having a talk with
South Australian Police Commissioner
McKinna, McKinna later said that the
police officers had used no more force
than was necessary to subdue the man.
Those blacks - they take a lot of
subduing.

VICTIMISATION OF BLACK
MILITART —————— —

uad,

about this, we'll get the Heglth Depart-

headquarters at 97 Musgrave Road, Red

They were asked to leave or
In answer they said

Cne resident was shoved through a door-

he wished to be present while the room

Needless to say, the search proved futile

Multiple copies of leaflets, publications

internal discussion bulletins were seized.
They refused to write a receipt for what
When asked what this

Black militant Gordon Briscoe was
recently arrested outside a hotel in
Redfern and charged with using unseemly
words and resisting arrest, Briscoe was
later fined $150. Such victimisation of
blacks in Redfern is quite common,
Gordon Briscoe has been one of the main
figures behind the setting up of a legal
defence organisation for blacks in the
Redfern area. Clearly, the arrest of
Briscoe reflects the fact that the police
are worried that black people are
beginning to organise.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY MARCH

Five hundred people demonstrated their
solidarity with the Irish nationalist move-
ment in Melbourne on Saturday March 18,
A march proceeded from City Square to
Treasury Gardens, where a rally was held

with various speakers calling for the release

of all internees and the immediate with-
drawal of British troops from Ireland.
Speakers included Ted Bull (Waterside

Workers' Federation), Rod Quinn (Socialist

Workers League), Dermont Hanaphy (Sean
South and Fergal 0'Hanlon Society) and
Bill Bradby (Worker Student Alliance).

Black militant Bobbi Sykes has just com-
pleted an extremely successful speaking
tour of New Zealand. During the tour
she spoke to Maori militants and ad-
dredsed public meetings on the conditions
under which black people are forced to
live in Australia, She was attacked by
Aunstralian Cabinet Minister Howson
(Minister for the Environment,
Aborogines and the Arts), forcreating
false public opinion about fhe conditions
of black pe in this country., The
government likes to gloss over its

racist policies internationally,

Bobbi's tour, mm d by the New
Zealand Socialist Action League, -re-
ceived wide coverage on the media
and she spoke to enthusiastic meetings
across the country. Bobbi spoke to
public meetings'of {20 in Nelson, 200
and 350 in Wellingfon, 100 in Palmer-
ston North, 150 in Auckland, 350 in
Hamilton and 250%n Dupedin,

WAGGA TEACHERS COLLEGE

When NSW Premier Askin visited Wagga
Teachers College recently, students
blockaded his car until he agreed to
meet a deputation protesting against
proposals to raise the bond which
trainee teachers must enter into, from
$1, 000 to $5,000 and also calling for
better wages and conditions for
trainee teachers. Wagga Teachers
College has a reputation for being one
of the most repressive educational
institutions in the state.

The Trainee Teachers' Association is
at present circulatingsa petition calling
for the abolition of the bond system and
is reported to be considering strikes and
mass action in support of its claims.
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St Patrick's Day March, Melbourne March 18th.

This is only one of several raids which
SYA has suffered in the last 12 months,
Also in Melboume recently, the women's
liberation headquarters in Rathdowne St.
Carlton was raided, In Brisbane during
the conference on racism, delegates
were tailed quite openly by Special
Branch*plainclothes police.

This harassment will not serve its purpose:
socialists and radicals will not be intimid-
ated into submission,

Any threats to the rights that have been
won in Australia to publicise socialist
ideas and win support in the fight against
exploitation, war and unemployment
must be resisted by all. SYA and SWL
have protested to the Queensland Police
Commissioner and to members of
rarliament, and further action is planned.

DIRECT ACTION
THREATENED
IN ADELAIDE

Over the past year the Adelaide City
Council has carried on a campaign of
harassment and intimidation against
sellers of the socialist newspaper "Direct
Action”, At first this was just the usual
name taking etc., that is well known 1o
those active in the labour, women's
liberation, black and antiwar movements
and to those generally who hold views
contrary to that of the established order.
However, this took on a new and

qualitatively different form last September

when the distributors of "Direct Action"
were refused licences to sell on the same

basis as the "regular” newsboys,

Since the beginning of 1971, "Direct
Action" sellers have taken out newsven-
dors' licences with the city as required
under by-law XII of the Adelaide Cor-
poration. When they tried to renew them
in September, they were told they would
be restricted to selling in certain areas
as defined by the council. Such
restrictions are not given to the sellers

of the daily press, Furthermore, the
council refused outright to give licences
to four female applicants because they
were women,. This is a two pronged
attack against the civil liberties of
Adelaide citizens on the part of the city
administration. Firstly arbitrary dis-
crimination against a newspaper because
of the political views that it expresses;
with the view to restricting its dis-
tribution and eventually forcing it off

the streets. Secondly, sexist discriminat-
ion in refusing to allow women their right
to acquire vendors' li cences and sell
publications on the streets. Two weeks
ago summonses were served on five
sellers of "Direct Action" ordering them
1o appear in court at the end of May to
face charges of selling without a licence.
Since September, many sellers of this
paper have had their names taken by both
city officers and state police. At no time
were they told that they would-be charged
with an offence,

So far, only one publication has been
affected., But the implications of such
repressive actions go far beyond the
bounds of one individual being fined or
one newspaper being forced out of
business, They affect every individual

in the city, If the council can effective-
ly intimidate and suppress one newspaper,
it can do-it to all newspapers. If the
council can effectively discriminate
against women in one sphere, it can do
it in all spheres. Such arbitrary
practices must be challenged and stopped.

phone 23-4539.

Address:. , ...

PUBLIC RELATIONS

A public relations officer for the Chrysler
company is reported in "The Review"
(April 8-14) tohave made the following
comment on the impending unemploy-
ment of 450 workers resulting from the
decision to close down the Chrysler
plant in Melbourne: "Don't whinge to
me about those bastards. They work
when they feel like it and where they
feel like it. No wonder everyone in the
bloody ind has problems with
quality control”,

Of course the fact that unsafe and low
juality cars are being produced is the
fault of the lary workers, not the manu-
facturers who pay miserable wages and
skimp on materials in order to maximise

profits!
NO RACISM HERE

Already a racist scare campalign is getting
under way over the Labor Party's timid
attempts to incorporate elimination of

the worst aspects of the infamous White
Australia Policy in its programme,
Leaflets are circulating with the message
“if you want an Asian for a neighbour,
vote Labor",

The Liberal Party has condemned the
leaflets but their condemnations are
somewhat lame when their association
with the extreme right wing and racist
League of Rights is taken Into account,
Add to this their refusal to take effective
steps to eliminate discrimination against
aborogines and the presence of known
racists such as Senator Sim within their
ranks , and their protestations that they
are not racists, look like downright lies.

PROGRESS

The Pacific Islands Monthly in its March
edition reports that when CRA's Bougain-
ville copper mine is in full operation it
will treat 90, 000 short tons of ore per
day, From each ton CRA hopes to
extract 0.45% copper and 0.36 penny-
weights of gold, the rest of the 20, 000
tons will be dumped in the Jaba River

to be washed into the sea,

EAT YOUR BRAINS QUT

Commenting on the fact that the Custom
Department in Victoria recently siezed a

consignment of flake which had a mercun

content above the a ccepted limir,
Victorian Health Minister Rossiter said

that there was no reason why people should
not continue to eat flake and that he con-

sidered it "one of the tastiest {ish in the
world". Mercury is a cumulative poison
which usually attacks the brain, causing
cerebral sclerosis, (Flake accounts for
805 of the Victorian fish market),

Ihey can only be challenged by all
organisations and individuals, regardless
of political outlook, uniting together to
carry out a campaign against such
repressive actions.

To this end, 3 committees - The Free
Press Defence Campaign - has been
formed to fight this battle out in the
courts as well as to publicise the cam-
pa2ign as widely as possible to gain public
support and sympathy. But our numbers
and resources are small, and those of the
city council are large. 50 we need both
financial support as well as people to
actively engage themselves in the work
of the committee., We demand:

l. The right of everyone, regardless of
political or philosophical outlock, to
freely sell and distribute their publicat-
ions in the streets of Adelaide unhindered
by any discriminatory restrictions or
harassment,

2. The right of all women to acquire
licences for the selling of publications in
the streets and the immediate repeal of
any act or by-law that might prohibit
them from doing so.

If you or your organisation support these
demands - if you support the freedom of
the press and wish to defend that right -
fill inthe form below and mail to:

FREE PRESS DEFENCE CAMPAIGN, c/o
6 L'Estrange Street, Glenside 5065 or

... L enclose $... donation towards the
cost of the campaign.

. «» I would like to become actively
engaged in the organising of the
campaign - send me more details,

NE![I.E:...----.,s---qa.--iw-ut------r

Organlﬂﬂm {ifﬂﬂ?}h.q..-.....q..-.'
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students

’

About 350 La Trobe students occupied th
administration offices on Tuesday March
28, This action was called as a result of
the failure of the administration to
reinstate the 26 expelled students and

I e o

rd

M s

B &f students' funds by the Council was the
& cause of mass student anger. Unlike last
year, where guerrilla-type "vanguard"
actions isolated students, this latest

| pecupation had greater support which
camied it through for 3 days.

Document: "discovered" during the
@ccupation revealed the close consultation
between the administration and police
department which has occurred and which
will continue, Also writien statements
from renegdde academics clarified their
pimping activites regarding expelled
students, So far no action has been taken
by the administration over the occupation,
However there are substantial rumors
around campus that 53 students will be
disciplined for their action,

~ Right Wing Attack on Universities:

The current strategy of the right wing

~ here and internationally is to smash
 stpdent autonomy through preventing

ti:' Students having the right to determine use
. of their own funds, This comes at a time
. When a generation of socially-committed
. Students demand that universities be

. committed to supporting demands for a

. bumane social system rather than propping
- up capitalism,

. In England - the government, with the

~ support of the notorious, rig{:t wing

. "Monday Clubs", is attempting to legislate
- for its direct control of student unions, This
. direct attack by the State on students'

B omy has evoked the largest student

nse to any issue since the 1968
Slutionary period in France,

achers plan strike ca

ion among t::chen in all sections
Victorian state education is in
adily in the face of Edmaﬁﬂﬂ;pjt-
and Government intransigence.,
L incredible mausoleum of teachers'
 the Teachers' Tribunal is the
5 of their anger at the moment,
Cy is extending more broadly than
én the traditionally conservative
-teacher based Vietorian
‘Union (VTU) has now been
respond with wamings about the
[ industrial action, Until
TU has opposed all strikes
by the Victorian Secondary
Association ( VSTA) and
al Teachers' Association
tia (TTAV), and in many cases
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being taken out by their ﬂun#uys aga inst
La Trobe, Macquarie, New South ‘l_‘l-alcs
and Monash Universities, These wrils are
related to the student support for La Trobe's
current struggles. At Melbourne University
the SRC voted $300 to Niugini's Mataungan
Association, However under the threat of
legal action by a hand-full of right wing
students the SRC backed down.

e

Clearly the NCC/DLP offensive, backed by
the University Administrations, must be
exposed and fought by students.

Supreme Court Action
The Supreme Court session on Friday 7th.
April showed the vicious attempts by the
Council to get rid of student activists,
particularly SRC president, Brian Pola and
Fergus Robinson. Both these students were
expelled and "barred" by the Supreme
Court from appearing on campus, At this
session, eight affidavits were presented,
seven of which directly dealt with sightings
of Pola and Robinson on campus, Hence,
both were held in "contempt of court" and
could have been thrown into jail had they
been present. So the Council, not to be
denied, had issued to them leave to take a
Writ of Attachment which can be used to
effect an arrest on these students, If
arrested the maximum period for jailing is
up to seven years. The likelihood of cops
coming onto campus, in the near future,
15 quite strong as La Trobe students have
voted in mass meetings for non-recognition
of the expulsion orders and full support to
all victimized students in the on-campus
campaign against repression, Should these
arrests occur there will be further mass
student/staff protests which will shake the
university to its foundations,

The University's Role in Society:
niversities, rather than being a production

line for capitalism, should tum outwards

has played a very reactionary and strike-
breaking role,

When the VSTA called a one-day

strike over the Tribunal issue on March
24 the VTU leadership issued several
pernicious leaflets condemning the
action and in effect backing the
government, Despite this campaign,
several thousand VSTA members tumed
up at 2 Town Hall meeting and almost
unatiaimt}mly voted for their executive's
motion Ior a series of half-day stoppages.
More significant was the strﬂn}é feelz:ﬁng
expressed from the floor in favour of
tougher action, including an indefinite
strike. Many teachers were hopping mad
with the way the VSTA executive and
particularly the chairman , Geoff Reid,
handled the meeting, E;

The.gxecutive motions were maneouyred
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and become a powerhouse of anti-

capitalist activity, They should provide

* A spearhead for democratic rights,

* A base for anti-war activities.

*Support the struggle for womens' rights -
free creches, free contraceptives, an
end to discrimination, etc.

* Agitation for an end to working-class-
discrimination in University entrance
requirements,

*Open-entrance to aboriginals and their
rights to scholarships, black studies etc,

* Solidarity with all struggles of the
working class -- support their wage
demands, strike activity, etc.

Future Action

With these points in mind certain specific
tasks are essential for future occupations,
1, The setting up of workshops to produce
explanatory literature and posters for
r:'!istribuﬁon to students not already involved
in the occupation and to the outside
community,

2. Contacting of union officers, wharves
building sites, high schools, left-wing

.shops and any other area from which we

can draw community support.

through very efficiently and no effort was
made to test the strength.of feeling for
more militant action. In effect the
executive used the meeting as a yote of
confidence in themselves , putting up

;h[z half-day stoppage idea as a SOp to the
militants, but one not really confronting
the department and government effectively.

The many militants among the ranks of
secondary teachers are isolated from one
annt.l_:.er right now, and unable to present

a united challenge to the hegemony' of
the professionals in the leadership, What

is needed is the development of caucuses
of militants within the teachers unions

(in particular the VSTA) to press for more
militant action in support of teachers claims
and to begin to work out transitional
programmes for the widening of the

focus of teacher action towards challenging
the structure and ideologies of the capitalist
education system as a whole. Existing
groups such .as Socialist Teachers have
become isolated from rank and file
teachers. The approich must be to inter-
vene directly in union meetings, etc

Put up motions, stand candidates in unj-

on e!cl-:tiﬂns on radical programmes etc

A militant group could’ be the generator
of a really broad Brass roots movement

for fundamental change amongst teach-
ers, developing close links with other
sections of the working class movement,

This will depend in large part also on
developing links with school student
struggles, in taking their demands up as
the [E-lﬂhﬂl‘ﬁlﬂ’-‘-'ll. Teachers have both a
proletarian , and a supervisory position

in the schools(their ideology generally
reflects this contradiction), However jt!' they
are to be liberated as teachers, they 1 l F
recognize as part of their own i:g!'nutlvﬁ .
of their *cha rges' who are more H!‘:'ljg'.-\'; |
by the system, This works both w 'ii.'\

It is significant that there were « .T
reported of student support dur lns:- 1|

March 24 VSTA stoppage. At ope \“i ol
students blocked the gates Rl i,
striking teachers from entering nd
called® them scabs. This u.--m.l?t
developed further {as i

prevent non-

can be
wds feen at Warsoni:

P, §

3. The establishing of links with other
campuses to tangible acts o i
students lh:ﬂughgut Australii Sﬂlidanty o
&. Speakers including trade-uni
liberation, black mcErement m;tlji?:;n‘::::w
be invited to address the Ooccupation abmf{
their activities and support,

I}ﬂs wc;_uld be a means of - ¢

A) reinforcing the students' st

outside suppo%t. e

B) strengthening the occupation from
within - develop a sense of a living, creati
occupation centre which would atn;ct %
non-committed students to join in,

2. The occupation should work to support
the coming Moratorium on April 21, Anti-
war workshops could be set up, to invite
Sp-e.zlkﬁl'ﬁ, produce leaflets, etc, These
dctions are particularly relevant in view

of the current heroic offensive by the
Vietnamese,

6. Womens' Liberation workshops could
also be set up to research actual
discrimination within the university.

At present, the struggle must continue and
future occupations if they are to be
suzcessful with broad, mass student support
must revolve about the above points

High School etc) by the involvement of
parents in a community controlled and
open concept of education. Schools
should be community centres, and adult
education should continueat night. By
teachers pushing for such demands,
solidarity with teachers strikes for their
ownclaims can be developed among
parents,

L}

Teachers are increasingly coming to

see themselves as intellectual workers,
The concepts of scabbing and the geal
of closed staff rooms are now more
widely accepted, although there is
obviously a long way to go in creating

a proletarian consciousness. The demand
to join the ACTU is already being raised.
Teachers are obviously not escaping the
effects of the present economic crisis and
employers’ offensive any more than other
workers. The education crisis and teachers
demands focus initially on the overall
impoverishment of the system: lack of
trained teachers , class sizes, conditions
etc., The tribunal acts as a bureapcratic
smoke screen for the government's
policies inthis respect, Teachers' salary
claims in all sectors, have now been
before the tribunal for years, and now
there is no sign of a quick resclution.
Clearly the orders are not to shell out
any more money in this critical period.

The TTAV has called rolling stoppages
starting in the country and spreading to
city technical schools, culminating in a
me-day strike of all teachers in the
metropolitan area and a march to the
teachers tribunal on the same day. Even
the VTU has chimed in on the salary
delay isue, cbviousy under pressure from
below. Things are developing towards a
climax, with teachers gradually losing
11l patience with the tribunal and state

vernment. Perhaps we can anticipate

possibility of a repeat of the high

cher political action and
ellectiveness in Victoria during 1946,
when united vigorous industrial and
iclion by teachers was
NSy Triental in | ringing n_!-.:'-.'-ll lhl.l'

ctionary Dunstas
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| Fovernment,

workers
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SOCTALN ST YU H JAN AN GE:
SRDINATTONAINCON RERENGE
REGTSERSIN EWIGAY

One bhundred and seventy people attended
the 3rd National Conference of the Social-
ist Youth Alliance held in Melbourne
oyer the Easter weeked Marcn 31-April
3. Delegates represented néwly-formed
branches in Brisbane and Hobart, as well
as Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and
Canberra. The membership of the organ-
ization has more than doubled since the
last conference, and present indications
point to a more rapid growtn still, over
the next few months,

We have gained recruits from all spheres
of work in which we have been active,

and have built strong branches in cities
where we had only a few cadres a year ago.
Our success in building up a readership of
Direct Action has contributed greatly to
our growth. Sales have remained steady
at between seven and eight thousand, and
it is now scheduled to appear fortnightly.
The conference reflected the confidence
and high morale of the whole organization.

The conference opened on Friday nignt
with an International Report presented by
John McCarthy. The report described the
severe economic crisis which capitalism

is currently facing oo an international
scale, and outlined tne latest developments
of tne world revolution, Later speakers
spoke in detail on the situation in Ireland,
the Middle East, New Guinea and South-
East Asla, among others, and dealt further
with the political repercussions arising from
the economic situation, and the effects of
unemployment and inflation on the work-
ing class,

The first session on Saturday opened with
the presentation of the document "Perspec-
tives for the Radicalization" by Jim Percy.
This document ans'ysed the ongoing
process of radicalization in the context of
the capitalist crisis. It went on to describe
the development and possibilities for the
ahti-war, student, women's liberation and
black movements, and the effects of these
struggles on the working class as a whole.
The document also drew comparisons
between our unconditional support of these
developing anticapitalist movements, and
the positions of other tendencies on the
left with their opportunism and sectarian
abstentionism, This document reaffirmed
our central tasks of winning the leadership
of the radical youth, in building a strong
revolutionary socialist 'fu::-urh organization,
and in drawing youthful cadres to build the
future section of the Fouth International in
Australia,

"A Socialist Strategy for the Universities"
was presented by Jim Mellroy. This
document made a thoroughgoing analysis
of the student movement, and the changing
role of the bourgeois university and its role
in the revolutionary movement, The doc
ument put forward the strategy of the "Red
University" as being the means by which
the university could be allied with revol-
utionary struggles, SYA, 383 youth organ-

ization, was seen as being able to work in
the mass movements, and on campuses to
1'}L'H.1‘l|.‘-": an oubtward- la{,‘rking P'Dl'ltii:ai

Awareness amongst student youth, and a
willingness to act in solidarity with work-
ing class struggles in the wider society.

inits lggl'c

for power,
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The Sunday morning session opened with
the document "Strategy for a Mass Fem-
inist Movement'", presented by Nita Keig
The document described the emergence
of the women's liberation movement as

a growing and confident force, struggling
around its own demands- demands which
strike at the institution of the family and
at the priorities of the capitalist system.
Organizing mass actions was seen as being
the only means by which women could
win their demands, and the only way of
bringing large numbers of women into
struggle against the system oppressing
them, and in raising their consciousness
about the need for a socialist revolution.
SYA had played a major role in building
actions on March 11 1o many cities, and
the further building of this movement
was seen as being one of our central tasks
in the future. The success of the March
11 demonstrations indicated the potential
for this movement to win its demands and
to add powerful forces to the revolutionary
struggle. This document is reprinted in
full on pages 8-9 of this issue.

The document "A Socialist Strategy for
the Labour Movement" was presented by
Dave Holmes. This document sketched
the main trends of development of the
labour movement since World War 11,
considering the current crisis and its
repercussions on the labour organizations.
It outlined a revolutionary socialist strat-
egy for the labour movement in the current
crisis and the specific role of SYA in this
movement, Oiir role in this sphere, must,
of necessity be limited, in that we are
only a youth organization. However, in
attempting to win the leadership of the
radicalising student and worker youth
through our involvement in the mass
movements, we seek to educate them in
the need for solidarity with the struggles
of labour. Our role within union youth
formations and in apprentices schools,
where we already have some contacts,
will also be of importance.

During a break in proceedings Russell
Johnson, member of the Socialist Action
League of New Zealand, a fratemal org-
anization, delivered greetings to the
conference on its behall, Comrade
Johnson was returning to New Zealand
after having spent eight months in North
America and Europe, The news he brought
of the growth and influence of our fellow
organizations on these continents was
extremely inspiring, for in our relative
isolation and being a very young organo-
isation , we realize, very acutely , the
importance of being part of an international
movement,

The Sunday evening of the conference was
given over to workshops on high schools,
solidarity movements, the antiwar move-
ment, the black struggle, ecology, Direct
Action and defence campaigns.

Discussion in the defence workshop was
centred mainly around projections for a
campaign for a lifting of the ban on Ern-
est Mandel from this country, Also dis-
cussed in this workshop was the repression
of Direct Action in Adelaide, where five
members have received summonses for
selling on the sireets.

There was a report-back from these work-
shops, to the whole conference at the con-
clusion of the session.

On Monday morning the membership
heard reports from the branches and the
National Office on the progress and growth
of the organization since the time of the
last conference. All the reports were
extremely optimistic and encouraging,
although our finances, as always, are
stretched to the limit, Reports followed b I
from the Constitution Committee and the
Credentials Committee. A new National
Committee was elected of fifteen people,
with a new layer of people moving into
leadership roles. The conference con-
cluded with the singing of the "Internation-
ale®,

The continued and steady growth of our
organization over the past year is a vind-
ication of the carrectness of our palitics.
We are the strongest tendency amongst
the reyolutionary youth, It is not sufficient
to merely assess ourselves in terms of our
opponents on the left, The enormity and
urgency of our tasks are such that nothing
less than the development of mass revol-
utionary organizations capable of leading
the working class and other oppressed
sectors in successful socialist revolution,
will save humanity from barbarism.
n
Government authorities the world over,
whether in the advanced capitalist powers
the workers' states, or the colgnial world,
are becoming increasingly concerned over
the uprest among their youth which is
becoming more and more unmanageable,
Their worries are justified. This rising
generation has already manifested a
tremendous potential for radical activity
and a powerful will to change the status
quo,

Whoever succeeds in winningthe allegiance
of the most intelligent and devoted activ-
ists among the rebel youth holds the key

to the future. For they will play a major
role in making history and deciding the
destiny of mankind for the rest of the
twentieth century". (Perspectives for the
Radicalisation).

SYA has made a good start in this task,
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revolution, Struggles for the right to
abortion, childcare, equal pay ete,
because they attack capitalist institutions
and are resisted by the governments
defending these Institutions, lead women
to an understanding of the nature ol the
society which keeps them oppressed, and
the kind of socie
needs.

their husbands or tamilies.

¢an that the government will f:_m
g}ﬂiﬂﬁ:lw-cmt or free chi[::lczrcbtif.l;je
lities on a mass scale is precisely iﬂL-ﬂ
’ uld help to break down the -31;1

satriarchial nuclear family where

n remain in the home per;l'mmm‘garl
naividually such social tasks as houiedw
and the care of children, the ngc;:l ':”1"'1 .
the sick-(none of whom are use fu t?i::f}
italism because they are non-productive.

. [Consciousness of
I the New Movement

The women's liberation mowm&nt has
smmerged in the past year as anolner
cmﬁznt and organized expression of the
current radicalization. Women, in -
Increasing numbers are rejecting the image . o1y performs other tasks usa:.ful to

Bisited for them by capitlist Socte this society, and these are chiefly u.‘tn]

* are stepping out of their passive, self- cerned with the conditioning S social-
. 4 effacing role, and are beginning fo assert o o of the young. It plays a decisive
B -ontrol over their lives in a direct way. (o ionin the perpetuation of class
society. Wealth is passed down to succ-
eeding generations through the fam‘ilj-
ctructure, Unlike working class children,

Because of the inability of capitalism to
uncom prom-

grant women total freedom, it
clalist

ising feminism can lead only to so
conclusions. 1
will develop as the struggle deepens, anc
these demands will more and more,
directly strike at capitalism,

The women's liberation movement stands
for everything that is the opposite to ,
being weak, submissive and unconfident. the children of the ruling clﬂf_&]‘ aml.iszurud
It fﬁwﬂt&?;ﬁ ;:fl “mtg:fafi:‘;z;:ntgemgﬁ of every economic and educational ad-
;En:i :: reach out,PﬂLluough their struggle to V2D AEC:
other women, This confidence is reflected
in the slogan "Sisterhood is Powerful”
which means fighting to break down the
competitiveness andalienation which has
existed between women for so long, and
ing that women, together, can win
their demands.

to abortion on demand is perhaps the one

of women. Denial of this fundamental
right means that women still cannot con-

- Y e e i i institution :
The family is an authoritarian institu nancy. Victories over questions such as

ative and alienating social relations which : 'y A -
exist under capitalism and develop, them- ment, and in the knowledge that still

selves, the selfish and competitive Lraits !'unltcr dvm’a‘ndls Ji.f‘ﬁl'{:-ﬂ.[\lf.'i h!ILI . Most ey
needed to survive in this system, They lm!’-‘-ﬂ“JW_I} such ""““_":‘”” 4 : ring abou
learn to think, not in terms of society as [JF‘”-‘“h“"E} changes in the lives of

a whole, but in terms of their families ana thousands of women. : :
immediate friends. They become alien- The fight for abortion on demand should
ated from society because of their alien-  be understood to be Imll-.-:d to the demand
ation from the means of production, and  of "no forced sterilisation"., This opposes
because they must compete as individuals :
and as family units with other family units seek to retain state control over women's
for the available jobs and material goods bodies.

essential for life. In this respect, also, The women's liberation movement is
the family is a wasteful economic unit a movement which strikes at capitalist
because it requires the useless duplication society from many angles. Already the
of goods and appliances, and irrational demands for control over one's body

use of labour in society. have mobilized many women, The

r demand for child care centres is basic

¢ Itis within the family that children first to freeing women from domestic

learn to adjust to clearly defined sex roles slavery. Demands for the socialization
Boys are encouraged to be aggresive and of laundry,. meal services and house-
adventurous and to take an interest in cleaning by the proviston of low cost,
creative and scientific toys, while girls high quality restaurants and laundries,
are taught to be passive and to imitate the and by organizing house cleaning on an
housekeeping and childminding tasks of industrial basis are further demands

their mothers. Likewise in school this which create alternatives which are
conditioning is reinforced by teachers, superior to the present system where
textbooks and choice of subjects and sporls Women are individually burdened with
open to each sex. Besides this discrimin- these tasks. Women would then be free
ation, other prejudices and backward to engage in whatever form of work
social ideas such as religion, patriotism suited their needs and abilities best.

and racism are fostered within the family The economic demands which women
raise are important in raising the con-
sciousness of women as workers , In

the past women have often been the
least militant, and most poorly union-
ized section of the workiorce, due to

There have existed throughout history
jsolated women and movements of womer

Wl who have fought against the limitations
'l imposed on them by society, and have
- Jl sought to organize women in struggle.

‘B The most notable in recent times was the

@ feminist movement at the turn of this
- B century, which organized massive numbers
of women in many countries, around
‘demands for female suffrage, the right to
own and dispose of property, access to
educational institutions etc . These were
all essentially democratic demands,
granted at an earlier stage to all layers o
society- but not extended to women, As
‘women began to win these demands and
‘change the existing feudal conceptions
‘about their place in society, the move-
ment went into decline. It took half a
century for women to begin to realize that
formal equality had not basically changed
‘their role in society or their relationship
‘to its institutions.

Today, the women's movement is still
fighting for democratic demands- demands
Hor control over reproduction, for the right
:ﬁﬁﬂ;gﬂ &?ﬂmﬂf‘l on demand: and for sagfl:,
easily available contraceptives, Demands However, the traditional family structure
e still being raised for equality of opport- s ghwin’g obvious sign of breaifing down.
y in work and education, and for equal Young people in particular are becoming
ﬂ!l £ cgfﬁ\l ?bau: the "sanctity"” of marriage et s Al Ecna] ot d be
e Erhe fasntlvand are deviatia itional passivity and because
distinguishes the present movement  more from u'a}:iitianal norms by i;::ienim their work outside the home was con-
SIURE around nmﬂa!- de_m:nds in enting with collective living and rejecting sidered secondary and less umportant.
yﬂﬁt itisata thhmrely_ many of the accepted sexual mores of the Women are demanding equal pay and
mﬁh&?m women are beginning society. The divorce rate is rising, there denying that they should recieve lower
: "'ﬂt' denial of these basic is an increase in illegitimate births and wages because they often do less phys-
ﬂﬁm hﬁfﬁ? from the nature and many more people are living together ically demanding work. Women are
: I‘E&ﬁl ; *:fif‘?- It is this ability without marriage certificates. Added to arguing that all work done in society
ﬂ u"l-mu heir oppression so direct. this, and despite the handicaps of lack of 5 valuable, and as such criteria have
_institutions and to recognize why childcare facilities, sex and wage discrim- D€Yer been used to judge men's work,
ty €S them their basic rights ination and double work load, increasing 2OF 5hould they be used to lower wages
Mewéiard :f;:“ﬁi;f:ﬂlﬂtmﬁﬂw uurr_:be:‘rs of married women are assertin fi_:ﬂ' women. l:'.:rther demands for the cessa-
ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬁ Oomen are their right 1.;.; work outside the home and tlftﬂ of all discrimination in jobs on the
realiza e to eam an lnﬂeplle.udent income, All these Brounds of sex, and fully paid maternity
yplmuu . mﬂg{maéf:m : factors are contributing to the disinteg- leave with no loss in seniority, Women
pEveutionary on o ration of the nuclear family and the rige  WOrkers as they become more conscious
of a women's movement which is demand- Hrough their struggles will add powerful
ing that the state take responsibility for forces to the struggles of the working
many of the tasks which are presently the class against unemployment and inflation
burden of women in individual families, ©Ontributing to a rising political :
consciousness about these issues,
In fighting for the demands of women

o workers and of the women's liberation
0 Ionar movement as a whole, women will prob-
st ably need to form their own organizations

L this is the fact that women
out the family as being one

i illiﬁmtiﬂﬂs Oppressing women,
famining its role in capitalist

as well as working within the orgapized
labour movement, s insisting that unions

nen been relegated o M!EP:; their demands as their own. This
given 'pnn‘:' 2 wi e an integral part of the fight
E&Tiﬁ :?2}:5‘55:1 2;:?}3: ':'}atth?:ﬁiﬂ}' :Jf lt'jl]}e present transform the =.mul1:|nn|sF into insliru'r:s--: nl.;mof
en held up to women as ment strik coef 8 \beration move- revolutionary struggle, fighting for th
Higrr > ) e at the institution of the f inte By & g
Mwﬁﬁfu::pﬂn:ihmw Ee?m that the movement has an mc:ﬂii? A erests of the working class as a whole,
ok t to believe g8ly anti-capitalist consciousness. Th D X
aw ' . e emands are being made to give w o
2 wife and mother cap ideas which spring from this. new conscious-£qual Educalimia]gﬂppﬂ'r:u r:jtlgf;: a t:dgtnx;t.“

ness however, are often Very vague and prevent the channelling of female child-

4 gmlf:;ejv tr‘ﬁeaiamﬁmg = mnhinm traditional "female" occupations
their ve : — . elr Oppress- Such as nursing, teaching and off; " OT
ey b change a soclety they recognize  The demands for equal educationsl |

boy- !0 be exploitative and destructive .

for childcare centres at uniye rsities |

A revoluti a
mry mmﬁ for the women's ':OHLI‘JCEPtlve services for all students etc

ce. This liberation movement must flow from ap

Identification with the oppression of other

groups of people in capitalist society is

made I:Ir'nore lu;lsy for women as conscious-

ness about the [

€an win the reforms which oppression rl;:;*. sr,mg:fodrlrfgxllt;;:j flil.:*: Tl-;?rm
4% a group, protested the role of US and

Australian governments in the imperialist

society. A reyol War in Vietnam, The women's liberatios
utionary strategy for this movement, in the future, will m.ﬂ:e H'”L‘S

mOvVement must be based on a :
Program - :
democratic and transiti anal P of with other movements y whose struggles

als Ve in common the objective i

mﬁnsi djrein ctly to the needs of women  to create 4 society whicllttu :::: u{ “? i
Orming part of a broader, transitiona] needs. "ThHr L Gbia tr
B 1Lt ol e dﬂutghl struggle will come the

progra 1\t the present society mus

: of women will be mobilized Egifﬁ'eﬁrﬂ'ﬂm el mdt}l ) dk

m’y’mmﬂ' B i many DY Whick il » and that the working class must

.'- take oy ik
b not be achievabl tside of : power into its own hands ocliety
ST o B oande oL a soclalist 15 to be reorganized gE L BRE ety

Oppression to class socie
f - ty, and of the
h?: cep which are required to overthrow

€ mass of women about their role in

ty which could fulfil their

The demands of the movement

At this stage, the struggle around the right
capable of mobilizing the greatest numbers
trol reproduction completely, and can stand
to lose much by haying an unwanted preg-

g hi ccept the exploit- : 2 :
where children leam to accep 5 these will inspire confidence in the move-

the ideas ol zero population growth, which

An independent

Opportunities are linked with other demand

Resolution adogt

d at the Easter 1972

3rd Nationalllyference of the

Socialist}

Melbour

ik
iR 1

Ti1lal;:
| =*!ir§-'--iugﬁ“

q % : o
Recoghition of women's liberation as 4

independent political movement is K€y

to any understanding of its revolutionary
ith its own

potential, It is a movement with
unique demands and dynamic, with e
potential for mobilizing thousands of

in independent political action. It is
only by organizing inde pendently thes
women can raise their own consciﬂmng:l:"
and the consciousness of society about
oppression, No other forces in socisly
be relied upon to win the demands
releyant to women, The existencg

the women's liberation movement as an
inde pendent movement ensures thak u
women's demands are not made subardiﬂ’
to other issues, or watered down in 2y ‘
way, 4

h 11 Demonstration,

th Alliance

Organizing independently gives women
greater self-reliance and confidence and
iaises the morale of the whole movement.
It is extremely important that people who
have traditionally been oppressed and
conditioned to feel insecure and inferior,
organize in their own right, around their
Oown demands.

Denial of this independence as a move-
ment characterises the position of the
Sectarian "Labour Press" group and many
ultralefts, These people claim that
women have no class basis on which to
organize, and therefore any movement
f:lf women regardless of its demands,
15 "middle class" and even "potentially
fazcist"., These people substitute the
Tt."l.n.‘-luth_‘m;lr}" pers ctive of buildlﬂg.ﬂ
mass movement @1 women around dem-
OCratic and trafsitional demands for
socialist" sloganeering. They talk of
the need for abolishing the family but
claim that the struggle for this cannot
be begun urtil after the revolution. They

( Consciousness-

D — : L : h .. .'_“ﬂ' '?'-l'* - L . 3 1":‘"}' g
dfmandl which attack the family, They MEMEWHSEEW m
fu:lﬂ ‘t:‘;'i:.'"hﬁ:? against their oppress- creations cannot be insulated from the
women can muggle, rest of society. People must still work

ild-

and.that demands fof abortion and e under alienating productive relations and

can be involved in the brpnln;ﬂun of
these actions if a broad and democratic
coalition is set up. Experience in build-
ing mass actions in the past has repeatedly
shown that the greatest numbers can be
mobilized when such a broad coalition is
et up 10 organize the action, ie, the
broader the coalition, the wider the
support.  As they will comprise individuals
and organizations with many different
aims and Interests, unity in such a coslition
will depend on agreement around basgic,
central demands- in this case demands
which relate directly to the most urgent
needs of women,

They should be open to all women who
support these demands, regardless of

their politics, class etc and they should be
democratic. Democracy within coalitions
1s essential, if they are to grow and invelve
more people. All committees to organize
and make day-to-day decisions should be
democratically elected and responsible to
general meetings of the coalition.

In the current period, when whole layers

Experience in the practical organizing of
mass campaigns will increase with time,

What the sectarians are saying is that we
should not attempt to develop these
opportunities to advance revolutionary
consciousness, but should wait for the
working class as a whole to take up these
struggles. They do not realize that such
movements are instrumental in raising
the political consciousness of the work-

care centre o L

s e 10t b o i ot i o ¢ poged i pvery

<. es of economic

m{:}nn?’whu have most to gain from these downtumn, Poverty, oppression and

. alienation can only be eliminated by

overthrowing capitalism and abolishing

There are others who insist that the move- class soclety, and the struggle for

ment must be consciously socialist or women's liberation is a part of the

anticapitalist from its inception, failing struggle for this.

to understand the process by which women

are radicalizing through this movement. -

These sectariaf and pseudo-socialist ass Ctlon

ideas signify a failure to come to terms

with the radicalization of women as one Mass action remains the most effective

of the many oppressed sectors of society  and powerful weapon in the struggle to

beginning to organize around its own "~ win the demands of women. It is through

demands and chal]enge capitalist society, mess stréeet demonstrations and other active
mass campaligns that we can most rapidly

. and effectively reach the thousands of

of soClety are undergoing a process of uninvolyed women with whom the potential

radicalization, the consciousness of diff- power of the movement lies. Such mass

erent oppressed groupings within the actions are a visible expression of the size

society may develop at a very uneven confidence and militancy of the nmveme];t.

pace. Some sections of the working They are the only means by which women

class for instance, throw up more advan- 4re going to achieve any real long or short-

ced demands and use more militant term gains. The pressure that can be and this will mean a corresponding increase

tactics than other sections, at a perticular brought to bear on capitalist governments in the size of actions which are called.

time. The consciousness of women, through mass action is far greater than that The future syccess of these will depend

students or oppressed national groupings of any isolated campaigns or attempts to greatly on the maintenance of democracy

can often be witnessed long before the work within the structure of the parliament- In the movement and the ability of

mass of workers begin to move, ary system. Governments must grant reforms coalitions to assimilate and involve new
or face the prospect of alienating them- forces. The effective organization of
selves completely from a large section of SUASE LTI (RRp 12 Eszentlal if the eoor-
society, a section which is rapidly adopt- IDUE patential of the womien!s liberat{on
ing a more radical critique of society and IMOVEXRENE ;o :he’ released,

of the means of realizing its demands.

Our Tasks

Through participation in these struggles
women will learn a great deal about their
oppressors and the system which perpetuates

ing class, as well as in fighting the their oppression. They will come & the As :_'cvc-luuomgr socialists, we can play
racist and chauvinist prejudices which realization that the whole system will need -0, UPPOrtant rale in the women's liber-
often exist within it- prejudices which 0 be changed in order to meet all the “‘lm S AL ALY We aré able to provide
such groups as "Labour Press” often con- demands PI‘E[‘EquiSiIE to the freedom of ,J-I::}.n'. ers Lo 1.f‘l|; many ,I;lu._x;;t!i‘-':n which are
done and reinforce. women. raised by women as they seek to discover
how their oppression originated, how it is

As revolutionary socialists we must work In Australia, on March {1sneople withested If'fﬁ‘;—ﬂﬂ‘]hrif_‘{_\fp‘_*tl.i.] ted .uu.J_h ow it can be :
to mobilize the largest possible number the first mass street demonstrations around "‘.“-j':%!- We are ub]....-, through our experience
of women in struggles around the dem- women's liberation demands. The size of e le‘“.I'I'Jr:h’p of other mass struggles,
ocratic and transitional demands of the these demonstrations indicated the potential m_.,h,t_d.lp_?m'd Ih'ﬂ ey .mrf L
movement, and bl’iﬂg them to a social- st:n:ugth of this movement. It was success— !'I']\:\- s.-mr ot -ltfiﬂ _jl- |_'|J...$l_ ji'.x_. }. eriul move-
ist consciousness of their oppression and  ful in showing people the size of the move- 21-“;2: .;.-]pf e DU ma ot the
its relation to class societv. ment, and in publicising the demands for U S e )

abortion, childcare, equal opportunities: Qur major task in building this movement

and the right to work, and in doing this,

3 ¢ : ; _ is to help raise the consciousness of masses
countering the lies and distortions printed : > ’ 2 '

of women through participation in struggles

daily in the b 01 r I = . ‘i

ALy 10 the DOUrgeols press about women's which directly attack the institutions and

liberation. LR : . - :
priorities of capitalist sociery, and in this
process, [0 attract the most conscious

These are the sorts of actions we must fight
for in the future-against all elements who
want to steer the movement into less eifect-
ive channels. We must fight to keep the
movement independent, particularly of
reformists who will seek to use the move-
ment for their own parliamentary advant-
ages, ultimately watering down and betraying
the demands of women. Many liberals will
SN EELELIGEIIE, 50 Wek, "‘:hang*& : role of SYA in organizing and building
merely b)' lobbying within political parties  ,he March Action Campaign was decisive
and yoling women to oilice. As revolution- in bringing off actions in some cities.
aries, we must not reinforce the illusions =
that many women have in these reformist
and bourgebis parties, but to expose the
fact that these parties and the economic
system they represent cannot proyide lib-
eration for women.

L | L]

ra|SIng Groups women to our full l'C‘l-"C‘lL'rT'i.C'E;-.I Iy program
Many of the women we will eventually

For many women coming into the women's

liberation movement, consciousness-

raising groups fulfil an important need.

They are valuable in showing women

that many of their problems do not stem

from personal failure and maladjustment,

but Gre shared by all women to some

degree. Women are able, through these

groups to reeducate themselves about

their identity and history, analyse the

effects of their conditioning, and discuss

ways of fighting their oppression. They

are useful in building up the confidence

of women and in raising their conscious-

ness about the origins of their oppression.

through this movement and through con-
tact with socialists active within it. This
has already begun to happen. Therefore,
our participation in both consciousness-
ralsing groups and mass campaigns is very
important. Leading up to March 11, the

The role we can play in building the
women's liberation movement and helping
to coordinate actions is considerable. The
actions on March 11 have shown that the
demands of the movement have the power
to attract thousands of women. Opport-
unities lay open everfwhere for building
the movement. On the campuses and in
high schools, from where a large section
of the activists will come there has been
very little activity to date. For SYAers
on campus in particular, the building of

When, however, women See consciousness-
raising as an end in itself, and reject a

B L]
perspective for action, their ideas become
stagnant and self-defeating. - These -
"living-room" feminists are trying to

achieve liberation through creating ideal
and unalienated personal relationships

These liberals are often amongst the peecple
who red-bait revolutionary women for trying this movement is a prime task, and will
with a limited group of people- a task to co-opt or "manipulate the movement for open an important avenue of recruitment
in itself impossible under capitalism, their own pelitical ends". It is usually those for SYA, also,

These women oppose building mass actions who disagree with the perspective of build-
or waging campaigns around women's ing an independent, mass movement of
demands because they consider that the women who try to conceal their differences :
majority of women who participate have by diverting discussion away from political  explaining the relationship between the
a"low level of consciousness" and aren't issues at stake, by prejudicing women from  struggles of women and the struggle for
"true fgminists" because of this, carrying on an open discussion with supporters socialism, and raising their consciousness
of a mass action perspective. They attempt about many other issues at the same time.
Similar to these are the women who to invoke all the "anti-socialist" and "anti-
believe that by setting up counter- communist” prejudices that have been
institutions it is possible to liberate women. inculcated in people in capitalist society,
The se tting-up of privately-run childcare in arder to bias the opinions of women in
centras, contraceptive clinics etc provide the movement.

1 th ority of women as
e et 4o not have the time or resources  Whenever red-baiting occurs, it should be
to do this. The struggle for women's taken on and explained for exactly what it
liberation means struggling for the lib- fis— an attempt to discredit mwm]t:iﬁgli:.iiﬁ
eration of all women and this means by hrlnglmg into play prejudices w e
demanding that the government use the ruling class has eultlﬁted;nii:; nr:::tn
enormous resources of the society to gﬂumﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬁaf:ﬁw;:énmg ﬁrgammnniutiin
provide for the needs of all women. The g0 'for ' sYA women have met with red-
f.?f::ﬁlfoi;ﬂtt t:ecmr::;f ;::d:' :::tnmn“ é baiting already, and can expect to ni:':i:
wrest the wealth of the society from the with more as the m““E:m F°';:; e
hands of the ruling class in order to build  therefore all the more importan i
hich caters for the needs of the norms of demiocracy and non-exc'usiol  gystem, and to lay the basis for revolution-
3 mcl:qr 3 S in aoy coalitions which are set up to org- ary changes if the family and other
eyeryone.

anize campaigns and actions. . %ﬂmﬂuﬂ which presently ;’%ﬁ. —

Direct Action is of central importance as
a vehicle for reaching many women and

As we will recruit women on the basis of
our entire program, it plays a vital,
educational role. Within the organization
women who have come into SYA through
this movement will develop an under-
standing of all aspects of revolutionary
organization and theory, and will be able
to play a part in the leadership of the
mass struggles which reflect the deepen-
ing radicalization of all oppressed layers
in our society today.

Women cannot achieve total liberation
without a socialist revolution. However,
women must fight now to win what
demands they can from the capitalist

is movement, because it brings women
by its very logic, into anticapitalist
struggle, will strengthen the revolutionary
movement, ent

There can be no success for people seeking
individual solutions within this system.

It is impossible to create ideal comm-
ynities and relationships within this
system, because the rottenness corr-
uption of the society will always break

The number of women that the March 11
actions were able to mobilize, compared
to the numbers who have been brought into
consciousness-raising groups, demonstrates
the impprtance of these types of actions

and be a necessary elem
in the forces which will forge a oew
society. '

recruit will arrive at a socialist perspective
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R The Australian Financial Review ol ,
e o G795 cndar 1te 1S
Thursday, March 9, 1972 er._n.'.if. ..J_
Affairs column ca rried an article of
some interest to socialists. i . M,

Workers strike over 'forced I.iba.'-ur'_"

by a special Writer _in New York gives

g good indication of the current
economic crisis in the United States

and the way inwhich the .J}meric.:m 3
employers hope to deal with the problem,

Attention was drawn o the new "super-
autornated” Vega car assembly plant
at Lordstown, Ohio, by a strike invo_hrmg
the 7, 800 workers employed there. Over
97 of the workers at the plant voted
to go oot complaining that the manage-
ment has been forcing them to work too
; hard and too fast in order to cut costs.

S i) .

Eight hundred workers had been recently
laid off but the production rate of 101
cars an hour - the fastest car assembly
rate in the world - had been maintained.
General Motors Assembly Division
(GMAD), GM's top management team,
had engineered changes whereby fewer
workers could produce at the same rate
as before the layolfs; they did this by
assigning extra tasks 1o the remaining
workers.

Sizeable layoffs in other GM plants
supplying parts to Vega have been
predicted. The Vega strike may thus
level a serious blow at GM's plan to
produce a car capable of competing
‘with low-priced overseas competition.

bosses are thinking.
are in a terrible fix, The

deeper they

But the bosses
more they manoeuyre, the SpeL
go. They cannot patch up the 'poor .
relations' developing between manage-
ment and labour, There can be no
compromise while workers are being
{orced to work harder and harder

as real wages sink to lower levels.

n learn a lot from

Australian workers ca

-

; <

w

-G.M.STRII

the experiences of the Vega workers

of Local 1112 of the AW union, _;ﬂ.ll
voluntary and compulsory redundancies
must be fought with the utmost vigour,
O no account must workers ac -;c-}pt.
token 'control, ' limproved' conditions,

higher lump sum payments if it means
paving the way for workers to be laid
On no account must workers accept

off.
s on assembly lines and other

speedup
conveyor belts. Speed ups only pave
the way for redundancies as the Vega

workers found outs

Under conditions of & worsen
situationGM -H has laid off tl]:‘{ﬁ::%lc
Australian workers, The remainin ot
have to work ha rder, have to luﬂ'a wb!k[u
labour discipline - they may be tfghm
to go. In order to defend thefr right P
job and a decent living wage Aun“ml
workers must fight all productivity dl:“
and all redundancics. lh

Top picture shows AFL-CIO Executive Council . Frank Fitzsimmons of the Teamsters and Leonard
Woodcock of the U.A, W, (third and fourth from left)participate George Meany is on the far right.

Bottom picture reflects changing composition of the workforce in the United States.

~ The article goes on to describe a survey

. conducted by Business Week into the

: car industry, Business Week had been

. motivated by "the increasingly serious - |
- problem of worker discontent on auto-

- mated assembly lines everywhere. '

~ The survey claims that 'autoworkers in

‘general have not been articulate about
~ reform measures to soften the impact

~ of automation in the industry. 'However,
. not everything is lost. Management and
~ the union have been experimenting

~ with changes,

: fﬁ.ﬁ. has been the most daring and
- the most systematic in the industry in
E:.'.;, iis attempts to find some solution to

 th em of 'worker discontent, '
%’_ﬁi A certain Mr, Frank Schotters, a |
- former GM plant manager, has recently
received a top appointment to GM's
¥ administration department
iich is headed by Stephen Fuller,
jociate dean of the Harvard Business
ool, It seems that Mr, Schotters'
icular merit was seen in the 'new
sers motivation techniques' he
and employed in the Atlanta

=l

Schotters believes that 'commun-

n may be the most important

on, IL_ s at GMs Lakewood

workers and management get

ier for "rap" sessions on absenteeism
W 10 improve assembly processes,
experiments, however, such as
ping "Jﬂ!ﬂ- by giving the workers
nctions instead of one, for example
Ive not met with any great success.

the other hand, Chrysler is exper-
ienting with allowing small grﬂ'E,;u
workerss 10 make some decisions
=cting their jobs, Ford is giving its
ien "sensitivity" training in

g with the young,

not need a crystal ball to
tehend the motives that lie behind

new workers motivation tech-
'The American bosses are
 themselves increasingly
ned by falling profit rates,
intemational competition and
ng class that is not going to
attacks on its living standards
down. They are finding it
singly difficult 1o rely on the
collaborationist United Automabile
ers union leaders 1o contain
iﬁl‘-pndlmt step of the American

W TESort o ﬁ&heuﬂng

s Y give the workers more

sion making, 'they allow the

to determine the Way a given
et is assembled. management

our cab "relate’ to each other
_ﬁm maﬂsu:taa: ‘mutual interest,
EACE &l any cost so as the
ol in. This is the nn;nfhe Amefir::iu

BY JON ROTHSCHILD

Nixon's "tripartite"” pay board, which
supervises wages under "Phase 1" of the
"Economic Stabilization Program, "

was stripped of most of its trade-union
window-dressing March 22, when three
representatives of the American Federation
of Labor congress of Industrial Organizations
(AFL-CIO) resigned from the board,

George Meany, president of the AFL-CIO;
I.W.Abel, president of the United Steel-
workers of America; and Floyd Smith,
president of the International Association
of Machinists, announced their resignations
after a meeting of the AFL-CIO Executive
Council yoted unanimously to condemn
the functioning of the pay board. The
following day, Leonard Woodcock head
of the United Automobile Workers (which
is not affiliated to the AFL-CIO) also
quit. The only trade-union figure left on
the board is Frank Fitzsimmons of the
International Brotherhood of Teamsters.

The decision of the bureaucrats to dissociate

themselves from Nixon's "guidelines" on
Wages was prompted by a combination of
rising discontent over soaring prices, anger
over the government's policy of blocking
compensating wage increases, and pressure
from the Democratic machine, The four
Who resigned are among the leading labor
lieutenants of the Democratic party

whose presidential candidates haye ;ought
1o capitalize on the failure of "Phase B

Not a single Democratic candidate opposed

last August's freeze on w
ages, and none
has condemned the presengt p::nil-::-,r of

holding wages down, But the political vision

of U, S, labor bureaucrats does not extend
beyond capitalist politics, Unlike the
workers in most advanced capitalist
countries, the U, S, working class has no
poh}u:al party of its own, Instead of
-:al_lmg for the formation of such a party -
which would seein to be 1 logical conse-

quence of Opposition to the entire economic

program of the ruling class - the bureau-

a2 have sought 10 channel working-class
festntment of the Republican policies into

SUpport of the second capitalist party,

Two recent events prompted the timing

.of the labor resignations.

First, the pay board decided to abrogate
the West Coast longshore contract, which
was negotiated after a 134-day, hard-
fought strike. The wage-hike was cut
from 20.6 percent to 14,9 percent by
the board. The longshoremen seethed
with anger,

On March 23, the day after the first
resignations, the government published
the Consumer Price Index figures for the
month of February. The general cost of
living had risen 0.5 percent during the
month, mostly because of soaring food
prices. The increase was the largest
monthly jump since the imposition of the
wage freeze last August, and if extended
over one year would mean an annual
increase of 6 percent,

Grocery prices rose 1,9 percent ( an
annual rate of 20 percent! ), the biggest
monthly increase in fourteen years,

what every shopper knows- so far as
prices are concerned, the stabilization
program is a sham,

The statement issued by the AFL-CIO

Executive Council when Meany, Abel,
and Smith resigned from the pay board
reflected the sentiments of most U, §.

trade unionists.

"Seven months of the Adminstration's

@-call_cd new economic I-,-:ni'“;}a = known from the be ginriing that the ﬂ-" i
including four months of Phase II controls "public" representatives would consisten
- have demonstrated that it is nothing more vote against labor. In fact, up to noW;
than a device to make the average worker he five labor bureauncrats on HiE RS
and consumer both the victim and the goat, hoard have generally gone along with
'i.:,rhll';: the banks and big business pils up he majority lh'tnlt,--:'.i.;-_' i et and VOLER
increasing profits, 1gainst the majority only thirteen timed.
1 J ]']i-'\_, abstained on four Ofc&ﬂﬂ'nﬁr]

In the guise of an anti-inflation policy,

l.:htc American people are being gouged The labor fakers thus bear a’ large patt

,11_ the t-u;'uu_f!n._u-h.:_l and squeezed in the f the respon ibility for the decisions
il:ijl}u_'.l'lt‘.f‘h. The h';.l".'!u-l,l burden of this that thq v OOW COTTe | 11,,_. say Werse aime
I\;";[)tih}gl_"d j'rT":'E_T.LIH is !:"-l._i.l. ed on the ba i-;-_ al Eouging r|:,‘ | < CONSWMEr, nf? : 1
" dad 2L At '|I"|L’ }_:-._r]-_'i.‘zrl] of the eco 1T AL remained the board while mﬂn-fcru-ﬂli

il e, Who are least able to proiect contract ere di ssad ard I'L‘Ellﬂnfd
the G i ! ¥ & 150 usEd . K

:':1 irr‘v:.th.;_;,, h:ll""”'lull , millions of only ere no major contrack

rn_'-”"ﬂ'” WOTKers remalin UNEIm !-....l ed bein 4
their wages frozen al ero, with no real
Prospect of relie i :
I elief. ut belated s, the AFL-CIO
The state ne noted Hpn \ s 1510n was a welcome one 101 the
5 Cment noted that fetail ood w i I - irade-union mm'ﬂﬂ’"m"

Y e

prices have gone through the roof,"

that profits have been "free to rise,"
and that there is no machinery to enforce
limitation on prices. Corporate profits
of the nation's 100 largest companies
rose 76 percent last year.

The West Coast dockers contract was
explicitly cited: "The rejection of the
West Coast longshore agreement, for
example, will mean an average loss of

]

about $1, 150 for each of the 15,000 £

workers on the docks in the 18 months of
the contract and a $17 million windfall
profit for the employers, "

Then the AFL-CIO leaders made a
remarkable discovery: "The so called
public members (of the payboard ) are
neither neutral nor independent, They
are tools of the Administration and
imbued with it's viewpoint that all af‘::hl ;
nation's ills are caused by high wagesss

ekt This fact has been pointed out by mw ;
Publication of the figures merely confirmed all opponents of Nixon's "new economicis

policy' since the inception of the pay ==
board, When the board was first formed; =
Nixon tried to give it a nonpartisan
facade by naming fifteen members =
five labor leaders, five open rcprtﬂ!ﬂt‘d
atives of big businegs, and five so-calle
public members, the latter being present
or former capitalist politiclans, lawyers
or businessmen,

The AFL-CIO leaders surely must have

L it et E i ATV R Pl
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This was reflected in the dnn'j'aguglc
response of the Nixon administration,

[t Is the President's view, " said a
statement issued by the White House,
Nthat a few labor leaders representing
small percentage of the 80 million wage
carners in this country will not be
allowed to sabotage the fight against
fpflation and the fight against higher
prices, ©

Nixon himself called the labor action
"selfish and irresponsible, " He repeated
his time-worn nonsense that "fighting -
inflation must be everybody's job. " Then,
aiming a belly blow at George Meany,
who boasts that he has never walked

a picket line, Tricky Dick added,
"Yesterday George Meany walked off

the job, "

The same day (March 23) Nixon announced
the reorganization of the pay board. One
business member will be retained (to
balance Fizsimmons), These two, plus

the present five "public' members , will
constitute the new seven-member board,

The labor resignations are not expected
to havemuch effect on pay-board
decisions in the immediate future. But

in 1973, major contracts come up for
renegotiation in steel, electricity,
trucking, manufacturing, auto, railroad,
and other industries,

Despite the comprehensive attack, most
of it quite well voiced, on the admin-
istration's economic program, the AFL-
CIO statement presented no concrete
plan of action for the ranks of the labor
movement.

The Militant', the revolutionary-socialist
weekly that reflects the views of the
Socialist Workers party, spelled out

such a program in a March 31 editorial:

"They (union leaders) should take the
initiative in convening a democratically
selected national conference of the labor
movement in order to plan a united,
powerful struggle against the capitalist
wage-control policy,

"Demands such a conference could
adopt to protect the living standards of
working people are: 1 ) full compensation
for past and anticipated inflation
through cost-of-living clauses in all
contracts; 2 ) a shorter work-week at

no reduction in pay, so that the existing
work can be spread to all who need a
job; and 3 ) immediate withdrawal of
all U, S. forces from Indochina to end
this war, which has spurred inflation.

"In addition, labor needs its own
political instrument to fight for its
interests, A labor party based on the
trade unions would provide an alternative
to the Democratic and Republican
parties, the parties of big business, "

Pubshed by the
Sociakist Action
|Eague

The great myth of the New Zealand
utopia is fast disappearing today.

Capitalism in this country is being
challenged m}m ever-widening
range of {ssues.
There is massive opposition to New
Zealand a ssion in Vietnam,
there's the emergence of women's
liberation, a revival of the Mabrl
movement, rising labour militancy
4 vigorous movement against racist
South Africa,
A process of radicalization (s devel-
oping, especially among young
people. Follow it. Read Soclalist
Action, a revolutionary newspaper
published fortnightly. Write to
Soclalist Action,
Box 1663, Wellinglon, New Zealand
SUBSCRIPTIONS: For 24 Isyues,
surface $1.50
airmail $3.00

TROTSKYIST YOUTH

ARRESTED IN CEYLON

Ceylon police raided a private home in
Colombo on March 19 arI::i arrested
approximately 15 persons attending a
meeting of the youth league of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party (Revolutionary)
(LSSP(R)), Ceylon section of the Fourth
International,

Beginning in mid-March, the govemment
seemed Lo have set out to create a
climate that would serve to justify
arbitrary arrests and indiscriminate
attacks on the people once again, The
army was put on full alert, barricades
were set up in and around key offices,
check points for searching vehicles were
re-established, and leave was cancelled
for all government employees. There
were several instances of assaults on
innocent civilians by the police, and a
number of persons who had been released
were re-amested,

Rumours were afloat to the effect that

the government was expecting another
insurrection. The object seems to be to
intimidate those sections of the working
class who are preparing to fight back
against the government 's attacks on
living standards and to provide the "United
Front"coalition with a pretext for main-
taining emergency rule. Despite the
economic burdens imposed on the working
class by the last budget, the government
has not been able to resolve the deep
economic crisis, The next budget‘is
expected to be even more savage.

The youth league meeting raided by the
police was held at the home of Prins
Rajasooriya, the assistant secretary of
the LSSP(R). All the participants in the
meeting were arrested and taken to the
Wellawatte police station in Colombo.

After questioning by police, Rajasocoriya
was asked to sign a statement drawn up
by the police specifying his replies. He
refused to do this when he discovered
that the statement contained "answers"
that he had not made. He was then
detained along with the others, All
those arrested are being held incom-
municado and it has so far been
impossible even to discover the names
of all the prisoners.

It séems clear that one of the reasons for
the government's actions is the fact that
Rajasooriya is one of the counsels in the
habeas corpus trial of P, C. Gunasekera,
the Sri Lanka Freedom party member of
parliament who broke with the govern-
ing coalition because of its suppression
of civil liberties, (P. C. Gunasekera
bas been twice arrested without cause,
the second time on the same day that the
Ceylon Supreme Court ordered him
released), The Trial has so far received
a great deal of publicity and has obviously
embarrassed the govemment.

It is known that the following persons were
among those arrested in the raid on
Rajasooriya's home:

Dudley Ball, member of the LSSP(R)
youth league committee and a full-time
employee of the Ceylon Mercantile
Union (CMU),

G. C. Fernando, assistant secretary of
the Bank Employees Union branch at the
National and Grindlays Bank, member of
the LSSP(H).

W. P. Hendrick, committee member
of the CMU branch at Wellawatte
Spinning and Weaving Mills and sec-
retary of the Wellawatte LSSP(R) youth
league.

N. E. D, Wijegoonewardene, vice
president of the CMU branch at Mack-
woods Limited, member of the CMU
.General Council, member of the
LSSP(R) youth league committee.

N. Salih, president of the CMU branch
at Celombo Commercial Company,
member of the LSSP(R).

Percy Biyagama, leading militant in
the Government Clerical Service Union,
member of the LSSP(R) youth league
committee,

A. I. F. de Silva, committee member
of the CMU branch at Walkers Limited,

H. A. D. riyadasa, port worker and
committee member of the union branch.

Bala Tampoe, the secretary of the LSSP(R)
on his tour of Australia in February 1971,

Lo e S|

Sirisena, worker at Wellawatte Spinning
and Weaving Mills, :
E. R. Devadasan, militant worker fired
from Walkers Limited last year for
allegedly attacking a strikebreaker.

It has been learned that police officers
at certain stations have been told by
their superior officers that the group
arrested in the raid had been "detailed"
to "attack Colombo"™, [t remains to be
seen whether the government will
attempt to make such a farcical charge
publicly or will simply try to hold the
prisoners without trial under the
emergency regulations.

TOUR OF CEYLONESE
REVOLUTIONARY

Jaya Vithana, a militant of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party(Revolutionary) is
currently on a spealing tour of the major
Australian cities.

He will be speaking about and publicizing
the repression in Ceylon that has taken
place there since March 1971, Thousands
of political prisoners are still held in jails
without trial and all political opposition
to the Bandaranaike regime is suppressed.

Comrade Vithana will also be speaking on
"Building the Fourth International", For

information about his speaking engagements

and if you want him to address a meeting
contact the SYA branch in your state.
(see page 2)

TRAMWAY STRIKE

BY ALAN FREMLIN

‘“Trams stopped running in Melbourne on
Friday March 23, due to the Tramways
Board refusal to grant ten days sick leave.
At the stop work meeting tramway workers
rejected the board's offer of three extra
days above the present five., The eleven
unions involved described the offer as
"unrealistic, unworkable and paltry. "

This extra three days can only be used
after all accumulated sick leave is used
up. The important fact that this brings
out is a deliberate attempt by the

board to move toward the abolition of
cumulative sick leave, while seemingly
appearing to be granting concessions to
workers, The long term benefits to the
ruling class are many. For example,
financially they would not have to pay
employees large sums on retirement. Also
those workers who have been employed
for a considerable number of years and

have accumulated a large number of days
will be forced to use these days up before
they reap any direct bepefit from the
extra three days.

The union showed its willingness to
discuss their demands with the board. An
eight man delegation discussed the
situation and tried to find a solution.
‘This meeting was welcomed by Mr,
Kirby, Chairman of the Tramways Board.
The board showed its usual unwillingness
to grant any concessions to the workers
and the meeting lasted less than half an
hour, Mr, Kirby later said "The unions
had no new grounds or evidence to support
their claims, " The unions were later
refused a final plea to Mr, Wiloox (State
Minister for Tramsport). After refusing to
see a union delegation, he said in State
Parliament that the union would have to
take full responsibility for the stoppage.
It became quite evident that their
demands would not be met through the
usual channels; therefore in their
determination they decided to act on the

DUNLOP AND SPORT

BY JIM WELSH

Dunlop, that well-known charitable patron

of the sports, has struck its great beak
into the business of Australian tennis
adminstration, Mr, Noel Morris, the
managing director of Slazengers (a
wholly owned subsidiary of Dunlop) has

suggested that the Lawn Tennis Association

of Australia (LTAA) has been mal-
administered for years, adding that it
may be impossible for Dunlop to continue
its sponsorship of tennis. Why? Because
the LTAA so far has not crawled when

Dunlop called.

The whole row is over a ban imposed by
the International Lawn Tennis Federation
(ILTF) on players under contract to
World Championship Tennis(WCT)

run by American millionaire Lamar
Hunt. The ban was imposed because of
the exhorbitant fees demanded by Hunt
for his players. Dunlop, who have many
WCT players under contract (endorsements
etc. ) want the WCT troupe allowed to
lay in Australia and have tried to
lackmail the LTAA to break the ILTF
ban. The altruism of Dunlop is touching:
",.%.+in addition to our sponsorship
interests we are naturally involved in
the welfare of tennis as we are the
largest sporting goods manufacturer. "
The ident of the LTAA, Mr. Reid,
pmigirhaving a better sense of humouwr
than Mr. Morris, responded to the
criticism with, "It is a slur on our tennis
administrators;: They are big businessmen
in their own right - not idiots. "He then
showed a true glimpse of penetrating
insight, "What makes the criticism ever

demands by callinpg for another strike
action the following Friday, The union
also urged the workers to consider their
claim by banning overtime, working

a maximum of eight hours a day,
refusing to work at other depots on their
day off and refusing to train new staff.

Other unions have had their demands
met in this field. For example, hospital
workers get twelve days sick leave in
their first year of employment, fourteen
days in their second and third years

and twenty-one days in the fifth and
successive years. The postal workers get
three weeks a year on full pay and three
weeks on half pay (cumulative).

These examples clearly show the back-
wardness and Inadequacy of the board's
offer and the justice of the workers'
demands.

The present strike is one example of the

workers' growing awareness of the

deplorable situation in which they find
mselves under the present system

where they are forced to resort to

direct confrontation to achieve even

the most modest demands.

worse is that it is biased to Mr, Morris'
financial interests, " Touche!

As Reid revealed, the LTAA is run by
"big businessmen, " It comes as no
surprise then that the NSWLTA has
requested the LTAA to seek a
dispensation from the ILTF to allow
banned players to play in Australia,
The instigator. of the move, Mr. Colin
Sheel, did so in the interests of a
contrived Dunlop sponsorship,

! affair clearly illustrates the nature
of sport under capitalism - an enterprise
ripe for investment, It is no coincidence
that the boards of sporting associations
are run by businessmen, For example,
Sir Maurice Nathan, Chairman of
Courage Bréweries, is also chairman of
the Victorian Football League, Under
capitalism, sport is transformed from
récreational to "professional® activity,
Qnly under socialism will sport resume
its correct perspective,




. Tt N R i
I et et RL L PRt~

C o

- " v

TENERDO T

il .

: dndustrial actions directly involving

BY BILL DAVIS

A new rise in working-class mili-
tancy and a complementary growth
in the repressive forces of the state
and the bourgeoisie have become in-
creasingly evident in the chronic in-
dustrial turmoil- experienced in Aus-
tralia since 1969.

As with most of the advanced cap-
jtalist world, the political scene here
for twenty vears after the second world
war was dominated by bourgeols
Cold War ideology. The working class
retreated to defensive, economlist po-
sitions. Wages, hours, and conditions
were the limits of working-class con-
sciousness, resulting in a number of
unions being easy victims of right-
wing Catholic extremist groups. Con-
currently with this trend, the workers'
party, the Australian Labor party
(ALP), was pushed increasingly to-

ward the right.

The long period of working-class
guiescence conliributed decisively to the
siring of defeats suffered by the Labor
party in successive federal elections
and the loss of all state governments
held by the ALP at the pinnacle of
its power in the late 1940s.

Beginning of the Radicalization

After the shattering electoral defeat
suffered by the ALP in 1966, 1967
can be seen as the turning point that
ended this decline. In that year the
broad labor and antiwar movements
turned away from the parliamentary
road and began taking political and

-'ihnmau_m people for the first time.

On the antiwar front, the 1967 Au-
 Bust and  October mobilisations
- %ﬂgﬁl lens of thousands out onto

m. while the new working-class
Aggressiveness had sufficient political

mm for the industrial lef; to win
m of the congress of the Aus-
: tralian  Council of Trade Unions

A (ﬁm} for the first time in two dec-

ﬁjm 1904, Australian workers had

shackled by 4 compulsory ar-

-_._.-'Wq;ﬁ;_nn Syslem, whith was enforced
: m fines of $1,000 per day for

Under this erushing imposi-

~ tlon, workers in this periq

i S eriod rapidl
B £ame to realise that there wWas umi
~ Justice In a system that £ave free reign

yp employers to set their OwWn prices
_ﬂﬂ &t the same time severely pena).
_m workers who fought 1o maintain

MILIT,
BUREA

a decent standard of living in the

face of those price rises.
With the resurgence of the industrial

left, a collision course with the Libe.ral-

Counfry party governmeni OVer this
issue was inevitable. So In May 1969
the secretary of the Tramways Union
in Victoria, Clarrie ('Shea, was
gaoled for contempl of court for rf?-
fusing fo pay fines imposed on his
union for an fllegal® strike. Imme-
diately, hundreds of thousands of
workers struck, and with*one massive
display of defiance, the penal clauses
were effectively dead and buried as
far as the workers were concerned.

The ALP, however, has tried to re-
introduce penal clauses under various
guises into its platform for this year's
federal election, with the intention of
persuading the bourgeoisie that the
Labor party is a sure bet to control
the industrial unrest now rife in the
country.

Since 1969 the number of working
days lost per annum through strike
action has risen dramatically from
1,000,000 before O'Shea was gaoled
to 3,000,000 in 1971. Scarcely an
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Industry, an Occupation; or a union
has not taken industrial action in the
last two years, particularly in the pe-
riod since the middle of 1971, when
the employers' offensive against the

Australian workin class
ey &4 really sharp.-

Unemployment Reaches 160,000

To make Australian Commodities
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more compelitive in a coniracting in-
ternational trade market, the bour-
geoisie has tried to control an annual
inflation of 8 percent by repressive
measures to cut demand, control wage
rises through productivity deals, ac-
celerate automation and related redun-
dancies, and thus create a manage-
able pool of unemployed.

It is the clear intention of the em-
ploying class to make workers bear
the burden of the irrationality of cap-
italism. In one sense they have been
successful: registered unemployment
has passed the 120,000 mark and
real unemployment is thought to be
closer to 160,000. At the same time
a clear differentiation has taken place
among f(rade-union bureaucrats who
were previously elected as left-wing-
ers at the ACTU congresses in 1967,
1969, and 1971, but have now been
exposed as compliant reformists seek-
ing to smother militancy in order to
elect a Labor government this year.

ACTU President Bob Hawke, once
thought to be a militant, has been a
significant casualty; he has been so
thoroughly discredited that Liberal

T e, ey gy

ministers persistently caj) on
intervene and "settle" in
putes, There has been g
movement among militants Er“hg
this labor-faker '0 kee
movements,

Far from deterring militan
actions of the bourgeoisie and | ot
Labor apologists have resulteq e
rising class consciousnegs, Wao in-.'
are rapidly coming to realise tha: !
interests can be protected fp the'}lt[r
rent crisis only by their own y P
strength. Rather than resorting tq
traditional strike weapon, Workers .
now experimenting with a vnri&;n
forms of action, all of which m:
the political question of whg COontrols
the job — the worker or the boss,

The Builders Labourers' (BL
strike of 1971 was a high pu]_u“]:'
class consciousness. In ap ind
notorious for accidents and death,
gangsterism, and scabbery, the Nex
South Wales branch of this union re
introduced the long-discarded practice

of aggressive picketing of building
sites.

Whenever the boss brought in scabs,
or fried to use tradesmen to do the
Labourers’ work, the pickels threx
them off the site and demolished whal-
ever work they had performed. 8o sue
cessful were the BLs that the strike
was won. At the same time clear evi-
dence was provided of the class col
laboration between the Stalinist lead-
ership of the tradesmen's unions, the
right-wing-controlled Sydney Labor
Council, employers, and the govem-
ment.

Following the howls of rage about
the sanctity of property, rank-and-
filers invaded the Labor Council and
8 wild brawl broke out. On the rec-
ommendation of a pro-Moscow Stalin-
ist, the Builders Labourers Federation
was expelled from the Labor Council
Then the Maoist-dominated Federal
Executive of the Builders Labourers
fried to move in and take over con-
trol of its New South Wales branch
which is under the influence of he
Dubcek-line Communist party of Aus
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Sallout in Victoria

yver the past six months the strug-
gle against redundancies and for con-
trol over the job was highlighted dra-
matically in a number of important
disputes.

The Latrobe Valley, situated south-
east of Melbourne around the towns
of Yallourn, Moe, Morwell, and Tra-
ralgon, was once though! to be the
Ruhr of Australia. Thousands of
workers were lured there by this pros-
pect and have since become captives
of their mortgages and hire-purchase
commitments. Automation in the pow-
er industry has advanced at a dra-
malic rafe, to the point where the pros-
pect of heavy layoffs is now a reality.

Since 1968 total employment in the
Valley has fallen 6 percent, and work-
ers are forced to leave their families
lo go elsewhere in search of work.

The workers employed by the Vie-
torian State Electricity Commission
demanded an exira week's leave. In
fact their claim had first been made
nine yeass earlier, but no one took
it very seriously. With redundancies
on a large scale in the offing, the men
realised that work sharing offered the
only solution, and therefore struck
over the leave-claim.

Insiead of throwing support behind
the strikers al a critical stage when
employers and the government were
howling for blood, ACTU President
Hawke and other union bureaucrats
urged the workers to go to arbitra-
tion, well knowing that the campaign
will be certainly doomed to defeal
there.

Labor Council Betrays Busmen

As part of a long-term productivity
deal, the New South Wales govern-
ment offered members of the Bus Em-
ployees Union extra pay if they would
agree to drive double-decker Atlantean
buses without conductiors, whose job
it is to collect fares and supervise
passengers in the cabin. The drivers
refused, as they considered that on
Sydney and Newcastle roads, traffic
was so hazardous that driving was
a full-time occupation and it was un-
reasonable to place responsibility for
the safety of passengers on one man.

After flying scabs out from Britain
to do the work that Australian bus
drivers would not do, the government
then began dismissing hundreds of
drivers who refused to operate the
Atlanteans on a wone-man basis. In
December the Bus Employvees Union
declared a general bus sirike, which
lasted for weeks.

In view of the fact that the New
South Wales govérnment runs its
buses at a loss and that it actively
encourdges private, as opposed to
public, transport, such a general bus

gtrike coming at Christmastime was
doomed to faillure. The only way it
could have been won would have

been for the union movement as a
whole to recognise that the real issue
was a frontal attack by the bourgeois
state to ulterly smash a union.
However, the Sydney Labor Coun-
cil refused to contemplate a political
response to this declaration of class

war; it would not even call a strike
in other transport services lo prevent
alternative means of transport being

used
I'he lessons that bus drivers learned
from this defeat are thal any ]}rﬂduc—

livity deal implies inevitable redun-
dancies, that other means of indus-
rial action than the simple strike
should be considered, that eontrol over
safety is integral, and that the right
Wing should never be trusted.

Layoffs on the Docks

Workers Federalion
a repulalion for being
militant in Australia. Al one
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time it conducted more strikes than
any other industrial sector. But now
it is only a pale imitation of the old
tiger, when Big Jim Healey (of the
Communist party) was general sec-
refary. For the economic difficulties
experienced by Australian shipping
and stevedoring companies in com-
petition from alr and road franspor-
tation have led to an Intensification
of automation, with the introduction
of palletisation and then of container
handling.

As an inducement to the reformist
WWF leadership to accept eontainer-
isation and the consequent heavy re-
duction of the work force, the gov-
ernment and employers offered per-
manency in a casual industry. Wharf-
les who made themselves voluntarily
redundant were to be paid off with
a4 lump sum for every year worked.
This programme had been so suc-
cessful that in the last couple of years
the WWEF declined in numbers from
24,000 to 16,000.

But this was not sufficient for the
government, which decided that com-
pulsory redundancies should be en-
forced to reduce a surplus wage bill
of $8,000,000 per annum, although
productivity has increased 40 percent
in the last two years. As Dianne Zet-
lin wrote in the February 7 Direct
Action (Number 14), "The WWF Fed-
eral Executive was quite literally
bowled over by a feather. Their im-
mediate response was to renege on
the decision of the All Ports Confer-
ence to accept NO compulsory redun-
dancies. They latched on to petty eco-
nomic concessions in redundancy pay-
ments and accepted the establishment
of a precedent for compulsory redun-
dancies. Today 400, tomorrow how
many more?"

Reviewing the labor front in Direct
Action (Number 15), Jim Mellroy sum-
marized: "The State Electricity Com-
mission (Latrobe Valley) strike is
linked with the recent Atlantean and
waterside workers' disputes as the ear-
ly battles of a long campaign. The
issue of redundancies, directly or in-
directly, has been common to all these
disputes, as has a rising militaney in
the face of the attacks of the bosses.
It is vital that these struggles be won
in the long run, because defeat of these
militant sections will open up the way
for a general campaign against all
sections of the working class.”

Workers Fire Foreman

One recent dispute that did provide
evidence of a growing class conscious-
ness was the Harco strike.

At the Campbelltown, Sydney, plant
of Harco Steel Industries, the boss
responded to a work-to-regulations
campaign and overtime-ban by his
fifty bollermakers and ironworkers by
firing six of the leading militants. In-
stead of accepting this decision, or
even' stopping work in protest, the
workers resolved that the sacked men
continue to work and that in order
to pay them, the rest of the shop im-
pose a thirty-five-hour week on them-
selves and demand forty hours' pay.
In this way the work would be shared,
but no retrenchments would take
place. To organise the production of
the plant to absorb the sacked men,
the workers “dismissed” the boss's
foreman and elected their own. By
these moves the workers sought to
challenge the boss's right to hire and
fire and, implicitly, his right to con-
trol the production of his own plant.

The significance of these steps for-
ward can be gauged by the forces
massed to smash the work-in. The
workers were threatened with trespass
under the Summary Offences Act, In-
junctions upon entry of the premises,
fines and bankruptcy proceedings; the
extreme right wing of the Ironworkers
leadership screamed about a "Com-
munist plot” while the coup de grace

was delivered by the CP-controlled
state executive of the Bollermakers
and Blacksmiths' Soclety, which or-
dered the dismissed men to accept the
dismissals without a fight because of
anticipated legal costs.

Every time workers take such ac-
tions themselves and are then sold
out by the union bureaucrats, two
valuable lessons are learnt, as they
were at Harco —they don't need the
boss to run their own lives, and they
had better not look to union leader-
ship to make the fight

No Phones for Capitalists

One strike that is worthy of men-
tion is the Post Office linesmen’s dis-
pute. This strike was notable not for
raising the issue of job control, but
rather because the Amalgamated Post-
al Workers Union and its members
showed a heightened class conscious-
ness in the factics adopted during the
course of the struggle.

Fighting to prevent the loss of an
allowance granted since 1914 for un-
derground work, the postal linesmen
adopted the tactic of not installing
or repairing the telephones of busi-
ness premises. The Liberal Postmaster-
General Alan Hulme described this
tactic as "disgraceful” and "a complete
disregard for decency and morality.”

Bourgeois decency and morality
perhaps, but it shows that postal
workers have a pretty good idea who
their persecutors are. Needless to say,
Hulme called Hawke in, but the Post-
al Unlon would not have him at any
price.

Far wider layers of workers than
these are fighting against the Liberal
governmen!'s economic and legal re-
pression of their rights. But in all
of them, an observable pattern is
emerging., Although more defeats are
belng suffered than victories won, the
-demands, in spite of the union bureau-
crats, are becoming more political.

The Fight for Control

Control over on-the-job safety con-
ditions, over the right to work, and
even over the running of the enter-
prise is being posed. Rather than be-
coming cowed by the growing unem-
ployment, the working class is becom-
ing bolder and more aggressive.

The conservative governments re-
act to this show of strength with panic
measures — Essential Services Acts,
Summary Offences Acts, Public Or-
der Acts, and States of Emergency —
to bring the workers to heel. The pro-
Moscow Stalinists and the extreme
rightwing Catholic Actionists, in an
effective alliance, fulminate at worker
militancy disrupting the smooth pro-
gress toward a Labor government.

Unless that alliance controls or sub-
dues the workers and thus creates con-
fusion in the ranks, a Labor gov-
ernment will certainly be elected this
year. This will be a tremendous ex-
perience for the workers, for they still
believe in the ALP. They think they
control the ALP. A Labor government
will then be a rude shock to them,
as it was to the British working

class. -

US.
~ Congress

Votes

Equal Rights

Amendment

U.S. women won a victory March
22 when the Senate approved an
amendment to the Constitution grant-
ing equal rights for women. The key
clause in the provision, for which fem-
inists have fought for forty-nine years,
states: "Equality of rights under the
law shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any state
on account of sex.”

The amendment was passed by an
overwhelming vote of 84 to 8. Sam
Ervin, a conservative senator from
North Carolina, submitted seven ad-
ditions to the amendment, all designed
to create loopholes in its impieménm-
tion. It is a measure of the pressure
brought to bear on the capitalist pol-
iticians by the women's movement that
the largest vote Ervin was able to
muster (on an addition that would
have exempted women from the draft)
was eighteen.

The legal consequences of the de-
cision will be widespread. Laws im-
posing restrictions on women's rights
to buy or sell property or to conduct
a business, laws setting different ages
at which men and women attain legal
majority, differing admission stan-
dards to universities for men and
women, regulations denying employ-
ment to women in certain fields, laws
denying unemployment compensation
to pregnant women— all will be struck
down when the amendment becomes
law.

Most legal observers also agree that
if men are drafted, women will have
to be as well—a development that
will doubtless spark a new increase
in antiwar, antidraft militancy.

Despite the passage of the amend-
ment through both houses of Con-
gress, the cumbersome procedures of
U. S. legislation will prevent even for-
mal implementation for several years.

The state of Hawail ratified the
amendment the day it passed the Sen-
afe. Thirty-seven other states (three
fourths of the total number) must fol-
low suit before the provision is added
to the Constitution.

Even after ratification, the amend-
ment will take effect only after a two-
year delay. U
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- Another member of the Human
" Rights Committee, Aleksandr Galich,

E
: Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the world-
famous Soviet novelist, has become
the object of renewed attacks in the
Stalinist press, not only in the Soviet
Union but internationally. The attacks
on him are part of an intensified re-
pressive drive begun by the Kremlin
at the turn of the vear.

That drive has taken the form of
arrests, police searches, press attacks,
and a campaign of "information” for

§
IE‘ party cadres presented by top officials

in confidential sessions. Its primary
targets are those dissident groups, or-
ganizations, publications, and individ-
uals that have become most visible
as the movement for socialist democ-
racy has developed in recent years.

For example, Pyvotr Yakir has been
8 major object of the current drive.
Son of a Red Army general who was
shot in Stalin's purge of 1937, he
ia the last prominent member still at
liberty of the Initiative Group for De
fense of Human Rights, which has
continued to function although most
of its members have been imprisoned,
“hospitalized,” or exiled.

Valery Chalidze, a leader of the Hu-
man Rights Committee, has also been
singled out for attack in the press—
in terms that threalen legal proceed-
ings, namely, the charge that he gave
“slanderous anti-Soviet materials® to
a foreigner. The best-known member
of the Human Rights Committee, nu-
~ clear physicist Andrei Sakharov. has
- not as yet been publicly denounced.
 Apparently the Kremlin feels the

;"E_i' ﬂm l\l [nsuﬁ'mignﬂy prepar&ﬂ for

.~ a playwright and author of samiz

: .ﬂqt.;atl.rlca] songs, was expelled from
the Soviet Writers Union in late De-
Mhm.‘ Gﬂiich is a “corresponding
member” of the committee, as is Alek-
- 8andr Solzhenitsyn himself.
- But the renewed attacks on Solzhe
- hitsyn are aimed not so much at any
‘organizational role he plays in the
nmiltee. Indeed he is not an ac-
sl or organizational type, although
sme bureaucrats have charged that
‘considers himself the "political lead-
: -.ﬁ;a Opposition.” It is the ideas
values he stands for, the fierce
pendence that he embodies and
-lﬂs_‘wnrks express, that make him
"cessary larget if a complete "ideo-
housecleaning is to be carried
ough by the bureaucracy.
‘Writings contain a merciless cri-
¢ of the Soviet privileged elite—
98ing their corruption, their self-
ing, their cynicism, arbifrariness,
ﬁugh]r Al the same time hig writ-
- revive Bolshevik, Leninist revo-
2 _y.hndiﬂnns with great vital-
' and sympathy, and probe the
: _._uﬂf the revolution's degenera-
into Stalinism, raising searching
*estions that endanger the bureay.
: 10 legitimaey. The reli-
8 Sympathies and the element of
iliem in his writings do not
* the power of his pro-Leninis;,
FEaucratic motifs.

ﬂman sweep of all visible qis-

may find politically vy,
&0 intransigent figure,
_ ‘nternational statyre,
ooked. But he would

before he could

KREMLIN
AGAINST SOLZ

ities In the last few months must have

Byeeorge sﬂunders prodded the bureaucrats in their tim-

ing. Last fall he issued an open letter

denouncing the KGB [political police]

for searching his home and beating

a friend of his who caught them in

the act. The novelist also denounced

the KGB for its long-term harassment,
vowing to submit in silence no longer.

In December, Solzhenitsyn pul pres-
sure on reluctant Swedish authorities,
asking in an open letier that his Nobel

Prize be awarded to him al a cere

mony in Moscow. In the context, such

a ceremony would have amounted to

a demonstration of defiance against

the Stalinist officialdom, which refuses

to acknowledge the greatest living

Russian writer because of its fear of

his pen.

Although the Swedish government,
with an eye to its relations with Mos-
cow, has not complied, an unofficial
ceremony of oppositional mood never-
theless took place on December 21 —
not for the Nobel Prize, but in honor
of the late editor and poet Aleksandr
Tvardovsky — with Solzhenitsyn play-
ing a leading role. ( See Intercontinen-
fal Press, January 17, p. 41.)

On December 27, Solzhenitsyn is-
sued his "Tribute [Slovo] in Memory
of Tvardovsky," a bitter description
of how the bureaucrats who had driv-
en Tvardovsky to his death had then
conducted a glib official funeral over
his remains. (The full text appears
on page 344 of our March 27 issue.)
Circulating in samizdat, Solzhenitsyn's
latest work soon became widely
known.

In reprisal for his increasingly open
defiance, an official press assault,
which had clearly been in preparation
for some time, was then put into print
It appeared in the weekly paper of
the Soviet Writers Union, Literatur-
naya Gazeta, Number 2 for 1972,
onJanuary 12,

The aftack took the form of a "cri-
tique® of Solzhenitsyn's novel August
1914, which was published in May
1971 in Paris after all the Sovlet pub-
lishing houses to which it had been
offered had refused it

The main theme in the assault on
Solzhenitsyn is that he wishes to re-
turn fo prerevolutionary czarist Rus-
sia and that he is against the October
socialist revolution. In fact, August
1914, which deals with the early de-
feats of the czarist regime in World
War I, is Solzhenitsyn's attempt to
Probe and reveal the roots of the rey-
olution in the war and in the cor-
ruption of the old order.

Literaturnaya Gazeta claims that the
novel is a disguised attack on the
present regime (Does it equate itself
with the czarist bureaucracy?), that it
lends aid and comfort to "anti-Sovliet
people” and that it romanticizes pre-
revolutionary Russia, while maligning
the Bolshevik Revolution. Solzheni-
tsyn's real conception is, apparently
a series of novels of which this is thé
first, that will ultimartely bring him to
a portrait and analysis of the revo-
ll;.tttc;n. 'll"he present novel is far from

aving laid oui m' '
e [hagt ‘ool Solzhenitsyn's views

Literaturnaya Gazetq Boes further,
however, in its efforts to ascribe pro-
czarist and Procapitalist views to the
novelist. It Prints a condensed trans-
lation of anp article that appeared in
December in the German picture mag-
azine Der Stern. This was based main-
ly on an Interview obtained by Stern's
Moscow correspondent from an eighty-
dwo-year-old woman who claimg Eq:.
be Solzhenitsyn's cousin—one Iring
Ivanovna Shcherbak of the town of
Georgieysk.

s CAMPAIGN
HENITS

Here Is how Robert G, Kaiser,

a Washington Post article datelined
January 12, describes the elderly

:i-‘-h-:-herﬁﬂk'ﬁ function in the story:

"She describes the writer's [Solzhe
nitsyn’s| rich forebears, right down
to the Rolls Royce car his grandfather
supposedly owned. (A purported pic-
ture of the car appeared in Literary
Gazette today.) She also says her fa-
mous cousin treated her badly, after
she told him stories of his family's
life before the revolution.”

Shcherbak claimed that Solzheni-
tsyn's parents had been wealthy bour-
geois and that his grandparents had
been big landowners— owning over
4,000 acres and 20,000 head of sheep.
Literaturnaya Gazeta claims that
"these facts have been confirmed,” pro-
testing all the while that it does not In-
tend to make a "vulgar sociological’
equation between a person's family
background and activity in later life.

Of course, that is precisely what it
intends. Solzhenitsyn for his part has
calegorically denied the story of his
alleged "wealthy” background. In fact,
he is from a poor family. His father,
a schoolteacher, died before Solzhe-

. = - My by
nitsyn was born, in 1918. His moiher
supported herself and him by working
as a typist in Rostov. He was educat-
ed in Soviet schools and, being a ca-
pable student, went on to earn a uni-
versity degree in physics and mathe
matics. He even did some postgrad-
uate work on the strength of a "Slalin
scholarship® in 1940,

There may be a simple key to the
riddle of "cousin® Irina Shcherbak.
First of all, the Stern correspondent
does not indicate how he “turned her
up® in the out-of-the-way town of
Georgievsk. The Soviet paper reports
he simply traveled there ouf of curl-
osity. How timely! And he even found
B picture of a pre-1917 Rolls Royce,
convenient as a People's Exhibit A

in the case of the "class enemy” A. I
Solzhenitsyn.

The truth about the Stern Interview
can be deduced from a similar inei
dent of several years ago, before the
novelist was expelled from the Soviet
Writers Union. A Purported Interview
with Solzhenitsyn was made available
to the Western press by Victor Louis,
the enigmatic Soviet citizen who works
for a London Paper and acts as an
agent for the Soviet government on
very high levels. Louis' article was
8 subtle but unmistakable smear job.
Professing objectivity- and friendliness
loward Solzhenitsyn, Louls ultimately

YN
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pletured him as a man embj
twisted in an egocentrie

B
life's adversities (that 1!»%;]1:?'&"

maftter of elght yvears in Stalin
camps). ‘

The Soviet police have {
and ingenulty to "obtain® the
of a German journaiiat—-ur
to produce a sensational bogug lenn
In, complete with Rolls Royee p;m
Their experience in fabricatig o
pecially since the mid-thirt
rather extensive.

8 prisop

A more ominous attack op So
nitsyn occurred in the ml&at of
trial of Vladimir Bukovsky |n Mo
cow on January 5. There the Prﬁ;:
ecutor, as part of the official Procesd.
ings, classified Solzhenitsyn, alons
with Bukovsky, as a “slanderoyg E
vicious anti-Soviet elersent.®

"A. Solzhenitsyn's lampoons on the
Soviet people,” she said, according g
a samizdat transcript that hag poy
become available, "blacken the ex.
ploits and achievements of our home
land and the dignity of the Sovig
people and were suitable malterial for
the routine, anti-Soviet campaign

o

s RNy .3
blown up in the West." He was award
ed the Nobel Prize, she charged, "mere
ly because he had slandered Sovié
reality.”

A witness for the prosecution also
charged that Bukovsky had supplied
him with manuscript coples of Sok
zhenitsyn's novels Cancer Ward and
The First Circle, as though dolng 80
were a criminal act. Bukovaky, &
us recall, was sentenced to a total of
twelve years in prison and exlile

So intent are the Kremlin authork
tles on attacking the great novelis
that they have even trotted out ODE
of their house poets to cross swords
with Solzhenitsyn before an intern®
tional audience. Usually they preléf
the tactic of silence, pretending that
the Issue does not exist.

The New York Times on February
12 printed a translation of Solzhenk
tsyn's memorial tribute to Tyvardov
sky. On March 3, the Soviet poet Ya-
roslav Smelyakov — himself a formet
camp Inmate, but one who rerﬂﬂmﬂl
loyal to Stalinism—wrote & replys
which was printed In the Times Of
March 11

Smelyakov denles that 'T‘I.r'l‘.lI’{i‘:'»"""!‘kj"r
Was mistreated. He was 'refﬂgnime
by his people and his Government
Smelyakov asserts. As proof he cites
the fact that the Soviet Military Pub-
lishing House has printed Tvardov

he resourge,
i
a

les, hrqul]i:-

sky's war poem Vasily Tyorkin count-
less times, that his complete works
and special selections of his works
have been published, that he has re-
ceived three State Prizes, including one
Just before he died. "This does not look
like hounding, does {t?"*

Smelyakov is of course speaking
of Tvardovsky only as an author
of poems. (His very last poem, which
circulates In samizdat has not even
been published in the “"complete
works.") But Solzhenitsyn's entire
theme was Tvardovsky as editor of
Novy Mir. Smelyakov breathes not
a word of that.

To be sure, Tvardovsky's poetry is
officially approved with a few excep-
tions, but he was drlven out of his
position as editor of Novy Mir, which
he held for fourteen years, because
he insisted on publishing anti-Stalinist
material there—and not the least of
that material was prose by Solzhe
nitsyn.

Smelyakov exposes a "contradiction”
in Solzhenitsyn's argument. Solzheni-
tsyn admits, he says, that Soviet sol-
diers sent .wreaths to be laid on the
late poet's coffin, which disproves that
Tvardovsky was at odds with the ar-
my.

This is almost too childish. Solzhe
nitsyn charges that the army official-
dom banned Nowvy Mir, because of
its anti-Stalinist content, as reading
material for rank-and-file troops in
the late 1960s. In fact, the Soviet press
often printed articles by Soviet brass
altacking Novy Mir and its editors.
Smelyakov does not deny—or even
mention that.

Finally, echoing the theme that Sol-
zhenifsyn is "anti-Soviet,” Smelyakov
asserts that his opponent has illusions
“that Soviet power will fall some day
and some upcoming youth will build
Matryona's world* on its smoulder-
ing ruins.”

Solzhenitsyn has indeed predicted
that Soviet youth's voices will ring
out sharply some day against the bu-
reaucratic cancer that sits on the back
of the Soviet system and hinders its
full development. The reference to Ma-
fryona’'s world is incomprehensible
Smelyakov seems to be suggesting
that Solzhenitsyn favors a return to
the "simple peasant life" of prerevo-
lutionary Russia.

But in fact his short novel, "Ma-
iryona's House,” is a sharp attack
on the dehumanizing power of pri-
vate property and primitive capitalist
accumulative motives, such as must
have produced the kulak class on the
land. And Matryona is the embodi-
ment of the victim of acquisitive greed
and bureaucratic indifference.

She is nonetheless a person who pre-
serves human values— love, selfless
labor — despite oppression. The youth
of the world, in making a revolution,
will indeed build a world where Ma-
iryonas can live—on the smoulder-
ing ruins of both capitalism and bu-

reaucralism, with all their Larnis,
Smelyvakovs, and Literaturnaya Ga-
zelas n
*"Matryona's House™ Is one of two short
novels by Solzhenitsyn In the paperback
ook Hr Neer _1{:“'-.'1' ,.ufi'if{".l.:l.'i'q. .'I‘IE- ‘b‘;
L-.::fl-_pr; “'.1"-.', ‘|4|rl-'\, :\; \lr., ]‘}TI. S]H’E’q
iransiated by Paul W. Blackatock.

By David Thorstad

The British government announced
March 24 that it had decided to sus-
pend the government and parllament
in Northern Ireland and impose di-
rect rule from London for at least
one year.

Prime Minister Edward Heath, whe
presented the proposals to the House
of Commons, also appointed Com-
mons leader William Whitelaw to as-
sume power as secretary of state for
Northern Ireland. Whitelaw will ap-
point an advisory commission fo as-
8ist him in running the province.

The Heath proposals provide for
plebiscites to be held over a period
of years on whether Northern Ireland
and the Irish Republic should be re-
united; that "a start should be made
on phasing out internment®; and that
all repressive powers of the state—
courts, police, prisons, ete. — be direct-
ly invested in the British Parliament
and government.

The latter provision was unaccept-
able to Northern Ireland Prime Min-
ister Brian Faulkner and his govern-
ment. They will therefore resign when
direct rule takes effect on March 30.

“I thought that by our actions and
our attitudes we had earned the right
to the confidence and the support of
the United Kingdom Government,”
Faulkner stated. "I fear too that many
people will draw a sinister and de-
pressing message from these events:
that violence can pay; that violence
does pay; that those who shout, lie,
denigrate, and even destroy, earn for
themselves an attention that respon-
sible conduct and honorable behavior
do not.”

Certain implications of the Heath
proposals were indeed sinister and de-
pressing, bul they were mot what
Faulkner had in mind. THe "Heath
package” will hardly be greeted with
joy by most of the estimated 900 in-
ternees in Northern Ireland, for in-
stance. For not only is the hated pol-
icy of internment not being aban-
doned, but only those internees "whose
release is no longer thought likely
to involve an unacceptable risk to
gsecurity” (approximately 100, accord-
ing to Alvin Shuster in the March 25
New York Times) are to be released.
It would be "possible to consider” fur-
ther releases, Heath sald, if the "se-
curity situation™ meets vaguely worded
standards of improvemenL

"As long as active terrorism persists
and bombings and shootings contin-
ue, -and until respect for law and a
normal situation of order have been
restored throughout the province, we
musi retain the power lo arrest an;i
intern those who there is good rea-
son to believe are actively invoived
in terrorism and violence,” he insisted.

British officials disclosed that 4,000
additional British soldiers were stand-
ing by to be sent to Northern Ire
land, which is already occupied by
15,000 British troops.

Another sinister by-product of the
Heath proposals is the apparent en-
couragement Dublin sees in them for
furthering its own campalign to crack
down on the republican movemenl.
Irish Republic Prime Minister John
Lynch said he welcomed the Heath
move as a "step forward in seeking
a lasting solution® and making pos-

ey

sible an improvement in Irish-British

relations.
“The British Government is hoping

that Mr. Lynch will erack down on
Irish Republican Army guerrillas us-
Ing the republic as a sanctuary,” wrote
Shuster. "Sources In Dublin suggested
that Mr. Lynch now felt he could move
against them without running the risk
of being accused of propping up a
sectarian regime in Belfast.”

The reaction of both the Official and
Provisional wings of the republican
movement was "an angry and imme-
diate rejection of Mr. Heath's actions,”
according to the New York Times.

Chief of staff of the Officials, Cathal
Goulding, said they were tantamount
to imposing martial law in Northern
Ireland.

Chief of staff of the Provisionals,
Sean MacStiofain, said "We cannot
and will not suspend or discontinue
our operations until our demands are
met." The demands include a declara-
tion of intent by the British govern-
ment to withdraw British troops and
an immediate withdrawal of soldiers
from the sireets; recognition of the
right of the Irish people to determine
their own future; abolition — not mere-
ly suspension —of the Northern Ire-
land parliament; and a general am-
nesty. "We want an Elrnnest}' for all
political prisoners, including those in
the six counties [Northern Ireland),
the 26 counties [the Irish Republic],
and those in Britain," said MacStio-
fain

At a news conference in Belfast
March 25, Bernard Weinraub reported
in the March 26 New York Times,
Kevin McCorry of the Northern Ire-
land Civil Rights Association demand-
ed a complete end to internment. "We
do not accept that the so-called phas-
ing out of internment represents a gen-
uine attempt by the London Govern-
ment to come to grips with this prob-
lem," he said.

"Internment has been the most di-
visive measure which has been intro-
duced in the North over the last few
years. We do not accept that there
can be any progress toward an end
to the sterile divisions which have ser-
lously burt our community while in-
ternment lasts.”

MecCorry announced a one-month
moratorium on marches but warned
that “if there are no moves toward

the granting of a full civil rights pro-
gram, the Civil Rights Association will
relaunch its campaign of marches and
active civill disobedience with a march
in Strabane on Sunday, April 23."

The opposition Social

Democratic
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and Labour patty said it welcomed
the” Heath proposals and "will give
our fullest cooperation to their im-
plementation.” The party said it saw
‘one obstacle” in the plan to merely
phase out internment and noted, "We
need clarification of this point.”

Six members of the party who are
in Parliament conferred with Lynch
in Dublin and then held a news con-
[erence in Derry in which they called
on “those engaged in a campaign of
violerrce to cease immediately to en-
able us to bring internment to a
speedy end and make a positive re-
sponse to the British Government's
proposals.”

William Craig, head of the recently
formed Protestant extremist organiza-
tion, the Ulster Vanguard, accused
the British goVYernment of "surrender-
ing fo terrorist violence in support
of a dishonest minority cause. We ac-
cuse the British Government of acting
undemocratically and in contraven
tion of a very large majority In Ul-
ster.”

Craig warned of possible violence,
according to Weinraub in the March
25 Times, and added, "We will con-
tinuously demonsirate that the British
Government governs in Ulster under
an imposed constitution and against
the wishes of the majority.”

The U.S. State Department on
March 25 welcomed the British moves
and expressed the odd notion that
"peace with justice® might be achieved
through “compromise.” Spokesman
Barrett McGurn told the press: "We
hope that as a resull of the action an-
nounced by the British Government
and the attitude expressed yesterday
by the Government of Ireland an op-
portunity will be created for all those
involved in the Northern Ireland
problem to now proceed in the spiril
of compromise to secure peace with
justice.”

But direct rule will bring neither
peace nor justice to Northern Ireland.
It cannot bring peace so long as the
underlying causes of strife there—a
lack of jobs, an absence of full civil
rights for the Catholic minority, and
discrimination — continue o prevail.
And Heath has done nothing substan-
tial to alleviate these grievances.

Moreover, it was not concern for
Justice that motivated Heath to take
the extreme measure of imposing, for
the first time in more than fifty years,
direct rule from London. Observers
generally seem agreed that Northern
Ireland was on the verge of civil war.
In the context of ever rising tensions,
Faulkner appeared unable to contain
the situation. And so London moved
decisively before things went complete-
ly out of control. It did so for sev-
eral reasons.

First, a dramatic move would serve
at least temporarily to divert atten-
tion away from the deteriorating sit-
uation in Northern Ireland by giving
the impression that London will do
something to improve it

Second, while granting — or appear-
ing to grant— a few minor concessions
to the oppressed minority, it could
at the same time prepare to commit
even greater numbers of irocops to
strengthen its repressive garrison.

Finally, it would Iindirectly help
Lynch to mount pressure against the
republican movement by making it
possible for him to make vague prom-
‘ises about a united Ireland of the fu-

ture and to crack down on anyone

who rocks the boat.
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