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WANTED FOR MURDER. ..

IRAQ has been de-
stroyed.

Its cities are without water,
power or communications.

Cholera has broken out whilst
medical services have largely col-
lapsed.

Tens of thousands of innocent
- civillans have been blown apart

and burned—in their homes and
on the street, in workplaces, mar-
kets and mosques.

Factories, roads and bridges
have been destroyed.

Now 100,000 US troops have
invaded the south of Irag,
poised to massacre retreating Iraqi
soldiers.

Why? So that the world's great-
est power can control the world’s
greatest source of oil; so that the
US can dominate the “New World
Order”.

This murder and destruction is
the work of George Bush—war
criminal—backed every inch of the

way by Bob Hawke and the Labor
government.

Today, the imperialists ap-
pear to be winning the war.
But they cannot win the peace.
They have created an anger—a
deep and burning hatred of every-
thing they stand for—which will
not be satisfied until their power to
bomb and kill and plunder has
been broken.



A war to defend the
rights of small nation
Aar
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ALL THE Allies are jock-
eying for position In
anticipation of the post-
war carve up, none mare
so than Israel.
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Two weeks later, another jour
nalisi wrote of the right-wing polit
cuany

They hope.
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In November, Sh

The Price of oil
Up 1o the stant of the
bombing, the US invasion of
the Gull cost $34 bilion. It is
estima hat the nex1 3
mionths will cost $45 bilfion
By Easter the invas il
have cost over $4,600 for
eveny II'EQ man, woman, and
child

“This is not another
Vietnam™ &1

S rroop numbers in the Gulf
have just passed the peak
USTroop nomber ol 'S30 000
i Vietnam in 1968 Other
Countries have contributed a
further 200,000 troops lo the
MVAsion

“This is not another
Vietnam"” #2

“To fiberats the village, we
had to destroy "—US
Officer during the Vietnam
war.

*If the fialtening of Kuwait
is the iberation of Kuwail, |
would have that”™ —Shaik Al
Al Sabah, former Kuwalit
minister.

“This is not another
tnam” #3

“The mood at the Pentagon
15 that the US & finaliy able
to imposa its high-tech will
on @ dafiant Third World afier
ihe long frustration in the
jungies of South East Asia
~—The British Guardian

History repeats

Neither Hussein nor Bush
were tha frst to launch war
against the Kurds: That

wbtful honour goes to
Biitain, which launched air
attacks upon the Kurds in
1820, Winsion Churchill was
pushing lor the use of
mustard gas.

The pain of exile

made what the Isracl pre:
as 1he “most extremist decla
an lsraeli prime ministe
19487, He told Likud polilicia
his govemment was comm
wdeal of Israel exien:
Mediterranean to the Jo

Proposals for zn i
conference (o resolve
problem, now séem doomed
cign observer reports that Likod
party politicians are “smiling mom
car 1o car. They are saying, ‘You can
kiss the international conference
goodbye’.”

So what has this afl meant for the
Paleaimany?

The profenged curfew has caused
much suffering. and reporiedly re-
duced some people to eating mice.

amy with-
drawn this ation completely
from the

E gency workers such as
medical pe upposed to
be exempl from the curfew. bul Ls
el military prevenied many (rom
functioning

Wort off wre the thousands of
Ini wees in Israeli pris
o and detenfion camps. They have
n0 safely sealed rooms and no gas

masks. Fully 88 per-cenl of Palestin-
1an prisoners are being held in or
Isrzeli milit installarions,
rargers of aftack.
o much for oulrage over
“human shields™!
eli MP. citing high rank-
charged thai the govemn-
preparing to deport af least
1200 Palesit
Peace Now revealed plins for
unils lo carry oul a mass expul-
m of West Bank Palestinians
Ze'evi 1alks of “voluntary™
transfer. But lsracl’s history shows
thai if you persecute people enough,

they may eventually “volunieer™ to
1

—by Janey Stone

RACIST MOBS
ATTACK

WOMEN continue to take
the brunt of racist attacks
against Arab people in
this country.

An Iranian family living in
Melbourne’s Western Subarbs 1old
us of the harrassment Iranisn women
suffer, Because of the Jilbash they
are assumed 1o be Arabs

One woman, when stopped for
speeding was asked by the cop if she
supporied Saddam Husasin.

Anciher was refused service at a
petrol stalion

Another repon said thal Muslim
wormen have had their cars rammed
in car parks and even Hindu women
have had their scarves pulled off in
alreel aliacks

Iin the US 100, phyxical atiacks on
Arahic people continue. In Toledo a
basinessman was bealen sersclss by
a white supremacist mob. In Kansas
City a Palestinian family was fired at
by a gunman.

In Britain up to 200 Iragis are still
in deiention. Many of them are well
know anti-Hussein activisis, They
face deportation and are a1 the mercy
of an appointed board which it is
difficult o file an appeal with. Pales-
linians have been victimized as well,
Ome, has been politically inactive for
more than 20 years, it is likely he will
be deporied 10 Jordan, leaving two
children behind

In Spain, Germany, Greece and
France thousands of Muslims and
Aribs have either been detsined or
are being kept under surveillance. n
telligence units from across Europe
Dot Jong ago held secret meetings Lo
discuss Lactics and swap information.

In Britain s bos load of Yemenis
0n their way o school was stoned

In France racist groups are said w
be buying up large quantities of arms
One gun shop in Marseilles has expe-

nenced a 300 per cent increase in
aales.

Horror movies delight generals

ON THE first day of the ground war triumphant Coalition com-

manders showed reporters a video of a helicopter attack.

Military censors ensured the rest of us never saw iL Bul the
US reporier John Balzar described the film:

“lragi infantry soldiers, bewildered and terrified, jarred from
their sleep, were fleeing their bunkers under a hellstorm of fire.
One by one they were cul down by atlackers they couldn'l see or
understand. Some were literally blown lo bits by bursis of 30mm
exploding cannon sheils. One man dropped, writhed on the
ground and struggled to his feel. Another burst tore him apart.
The Iraqgi soldiers ran with nowhere to hide. These are not bridges
exploding or airplane hangers. They are men.”

THE GULF WAR is making
Australla’s military policles
more aggressive.

Policies of “mainland
defence”, are giving way to a
new era of “lorward delence”,
which means Canberra wanls
10 throw Its weighl around in
Asia and the Pacific.

The Gulf war has convinced
both Bob Hawke and John
Hewson thal this is now
Increasingly possible and
desirable.

“Forward defence” Is
nothing new: it's the policy
that brought us Vieinam. The
military strategisis argued,
Ausiralla had to do Its share
In America’s imperialist
adventures. This became the
Justification for our
Involvemnent in Vieinam and
for locating US spy bases al
Nurrungar and Pine Gap

So lor example Lhe bases
were nol imposed on
Australia by the USA.
Recenlly released documents
show that the Menzies
government lobbled the
Americans for twelve years
because of “the long term
military advaniages”

The policy look a big blow
with the defeal In Indochina

Australian img

Canberra was forced 1o turn
1o “malinland defence”

The Australlan ruling class
was never happy with this
slale of affairs. The 1986 Dibb
Report, lor example,
conceded thal there were “no
curreni or prospective
military threats lo this
counlry, yet it still Insisted
the:

...8lructure required la
protect our
inferesls...enlalis
substantial capabliities for
operations further afield.

POWER

The Americans are
reasseriing their power
waorld-wide irying lo reverse
the elfects of Vielnam. Hawke
and Hewson are hot on the
scenl: this Is Australia's
chance to get back Into the
action.

An arlicle In the 4 February
Financial Review spells out the
argument:

it is a salient fact that

Australla, Just like the US,

will probably never have to

be defended from ils own

Israel’s brutal
ambitions

ABOVE:

Palestinian women [n
Belhlehem—"We have been
reduced to being beggars.

ALP financi

STOP THIS
RACIST

FRAME UP

WHILE Hawke weeps for the sheiks
of “poor linle Kuwait™, back home a
new chapter in the persecution of
Aboriginal people is about to open
up.

On 25 March.sevenieen Aborig-
inal people are (o go on trial in Bath-
urst (NSW) over the so-called

Brewarrina nol

. Albert “Sonny™ Bates laces life
imprisonment if convicted of a con-
spiracy (o murder charge, while all
18 face the possibility of 14 years jail
overcharges of iotous assembly and
assaulk

The charges are a complete
frame up and must be fought.

The so-called “riot” came after
Lloyd Boney was found hanging in
the Brewarnna lockup in 1987,

After his funeral, about 150 peo-
ple gathered in a local park (o social-
ise. From the balcony of the hotel

oppasite the publican shouted racist
abuse whilst members of the Tacti-
cal Response Group—the killers of
David Gundy—lined up beside him
with their guns trained on the crowd.

No wonder a few of the young
people present atlacked the hotel

Al the time, there were no ar-
rests. Next day the cops charged the
17

One of those picked up was Ar-
thur Murray, who has worked o ex-
pase police murders ever since his
son Eddie was hung in the Wee Waa
lockup in 1981, Anhur's daugher,
Anna, the only woman rargeted, also
faces riot and #ssaull charges.

Anhur Murray told The Social-
is1,*We were charged because we're
black. Black people were dying like
flies.”

al screwup

WE HAVE Labor governments in
ensis all over the place, and the op-
posilion threalemng (o block Supply
in the Viclorian upper house.

While 1axpayers conlinue 1o
goggle at the vast sums of moncy
Labor blew in Victoria and WA, the
lates fiasco is the Staic Bank of
South Australia. The bank has bad
loans amounting to $2.5 billion, and
Premier John Bannon has to spend
heaps (o bail it out

By now quile a few Labor sup-
poriers have conc luded that the cap-
italists and their polifical
representalives make beller eco-
NOMIC Managens

This would be completely mis-
taken. The problem is only partly
how the Labor povemments have
run things. Part of i1 is the way they
et of key financial in-
% fo muanagers brought in
framhe private sector. They then lel

he

shores... Delences...will

have...1o be made far irom

these shores. Ergo Korea,

Vielnam, and now

Kuwall...lines of defence in

today’s world lle not on

borders nor even on one’s

awn reglon

Australlan Interference
anywhere In the world Is
Justified as “defence

The author, John Levins
goes on lo add thal the death
and injury fo the soldlers
musl be seen as an
“occupalional hazard” that
goes with the job. The troops
oughl lo be pleased because

aclive duty hones their skills
o an extent that training
never can

Although It Is distastelul,
John wriles, “lo starl pulling
dollar values on men's lives'
soldiers ought lo be pleased
thal the “blggesi professional
event of thelr generation”—
the Gull War, Is being pald for
by the Japanese, Germans
and Saudls

That's a preity good deal!
When was the last lime we
had a “just war” with all cash
cosls covered?

Opposition 1o this new
Australian militarism must be

It has been ¢lear for months that Tan
Johns, managing director of the
bank’s subsidiary Tricontinental,
made ridiculous loans. Management
approved them with hardly a glance

N =M cases,

Or take the Stale Bank of South
Australia. The SBSA. under Tim
Clark lent to dubious “entreprencur
cutfits like Hookers and Equiticorp
The bank was racing for a bigger and
bigeer market share.™ Big lumps of
cash from the professional financial
markets were raised in order (o gel
the funds. This type of finance can
melt away quickly

This sad story shaws just what
hypocrites the Libs are 1o blame the
Labor Party. They were more gung
ho than anyone to de-regulate the
finance industry, and 10 hand man-
agement of public enterprises over [0
members of their own class

Capitalism brings us financial
crisis—whelher Labor or the Liber-
als are in power.

part of our struggle. Bul we
should not fall Inlo the trap,
as Australlan peace activists
sometimes have, af arguing
lor “malnland” defence as tha
alternalive.

In the 19705 this meant the
Australian mililary was
beafed up—In the name ol

self-rellance”. Malcalm
Fraser sought lo boaslt
military spending—atl a lime
of mass unemploymenl by
carrying on about the
mythical Russian menace.

Al that lime Bob Hawke
quite rightly (though no doubl
cynically) ahacked Fraser for
promoting a “sellish, racist,
bellicose™ Australla, and
accused him of wanling lo

iry out for the role of
depuly” In @ Ronald Reagan
wild wesl show.

The fact Is thal whichever
siralegy It adopls, the military
doesn't exist 1o defend us
from foreign evils. It exists o
defend Australlan
Imperialism.

So while we musl opposs
the new military push, we
should also recognise thal
the alternative “delence”
siralegles are no better.

—by Tom O'Lincoln

HE GROUND WAR in the

Gulf proves beyond doubt

that George Bush never
wanted peace; that he always
wanted the chance to bamb, to kill
and maim.

Bush wanted a slaughter in the
Gulf—and Bob Hawke backed him
all the way.

That was clear when they con-
templuously dismissed Gorba-
chev’s so-called “peace plan”.

It wasn’t enough that Saddam
had effectively surrendered—
promising to withdraw from
Kuwait unconditionally.

It wasn't enough that he had
dropped all reference to Palestine
and Lebanon.

It wasn't enough that Irag's
cities were without water,
electricity, or communications—
that food was scarce and medical
services collapsing, that tens of
thousands of civilians had been
buried, blown apart and maimed
by the most intense bombardment
in history.

Like generations of imperialists
before them, Bush and Hawke
want to reduce their enemies to
the level of animals, to parade
them before the world as an ex-
ample to others who might think
of challenging their power.

Such has been the fate of every
victim of the big pawers from the
Abonginal people through to the
Vietnamese 20 years ago.

So when Irag announced it was

The Socialist

GULF WAR
FUND

TO MAKE sure that socialist
arguments are heard in the
anti-war movementl,
Socialis! is coming out
fortnightly instead of monthly.
To sustain this we need
$10,000 worth of new
equipment as well as extra for
running costs.

Will you help us?

In the past lour weeks we ve
raised $2504 for a total of $4205

Public meeling collections: Melb
$206, $176, §22

Thanks 1o: SB $150, JS §70
DG $60, MA $1000; GW $100
LP $30; MT $26; RM $54; BR $100;
TG $10; CF $100; GB $30, KH $50.
MR $5, MG $40; ML $20; MM $40
BB $130; DM $10, NW $20
AM $100; TT $4, 5B $2; CW $3

NEW PAMPHLET
ON THE GULF!

NO BLOOD
FOR OIL !

Why there’s u war in (he Gulf
= o b o siop

NO BLOOD FOR G

oullines the rools of the war,
exposes the myths about
Israel and shows how the
anti-war movemenl can go
forward.

Available tor §3.00 (plus §1.00 posl)

{rom Bookmarks, GPO Box 1473N

Melbourne, 3001 or your local ISO
branch

As 100,000 US troops invade Iraq

‘US war aim

actually pulling out of Kuwait, the US
administration claimed “there was
nothing to respond to®.

Bush’s mouthpiece, Marlin
Fitzwalter said, “The war goes on”, A
White House statement warned, “we
will consider retrealing combat units
a5 a movement of war.” and a US
military official made it clear that Iragi
soldiers returning home “are going
to be attacked... If 1 see a tank rolling,
| don’t care which way it is rolling.”

With 100,000 troops already in
Irag, a senior Pentagon official said
the U5 expected to finish the war “in
possession of large chunk of south-
eastern Iraq™. It will use this occupy-
ing force to impose a puppet regime
on the country.

So much for the pitiful lie that the
war was to “liberate Kuwait™.

It is not only Iraq that will be
punished by the US and its allies.
Who, now, will stop Israel’s revenge
against the Palestinians?

And that may not be the worst
Interviewed by journalist Robert Fisk
about the future of Kuwait's half a
million Palestinians, one official,

..smiled and, in a very quick gesture,

ran a finger in front of his throal. “I
don’t want Lo get into that,” he said.
“Let’s hope it's not as bad as Sabra
and Shatilla.”

—a reference to the mass
slaughter of Palestinians during
Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon.

Now the veil is torn aside from all
the talk of international order and
peace and the real face of US im-
Perialivm can be sean.

AR FROM creating any

“New World Order”, a US

victory in the Gulf will ba
the harbinger of a new decade of
crisls, Instability and war.

Far from being the act of &
confident global policeman,
Bush's Invgusion was a bloody and
dangerous gamble by the leader of
a declining power, desperale o
stop the rot—hence the incredible
savagery of the US assault.

At the end of the Second World
War, American indusiries were
responsible for half the world's
manufacturing; today it Is around a
quarter.

As late as 1862, the US
accounted for 52% of world car
production; today it is around 20%.

Reagan's arms spree took the US
from being the world's larges!
creditor lo the largest debtor. Its
financial system Is In crisis, its
Industries are welghed down with
debt and the government deficit Is
$300 blllion a year.

Many US Industries are failing in
the world market and its economy
Is In a serious recession.

For over ten years, US bosses
have hammered the working class
1o force lower wages and higher
productivity oul of them.
Governmen! services, wellare and

housing and education have all
been savagely cut.

The resull is lower wages,
working class bitterness, urban
decay—and a US economy even
further behind Japan and Germany.

The Gulf War was an altempl to
reverse this decline. By smashing
Iraq and asserting its dominance,
the US hoped to makae its rivals
dependent on Its armed force—
maos! immediately for an
uninterrupted supply of cheap oll.

It also hoped to prove that only
the US can deal with small, highly
militarised Third World regimas
that might want to challenge
Western Interests.

However the war is going 1o
solve none of the problems facing
American Imperialism In its decay.

It will not salve the problem of
America’s aging and :
uncompetitive industries; nor will
it stabilise America's crisis-ridden
financlal system. Even with a US
victory the military will continue to
take billions of dollars thal are
needed for iInvesimenL.

And within the imperialist
system itself are the forces that
can bring It down.

CONTROL

Every previous war between the
Arabs and the West has been
followed by revolutionary
upheavals.

Israel's victory in 1848 was
followed by the overthrow of
Egypt's King Farouk; the Suez
intervention in 1956 by the
overthrow of the Iragl monarchy;
the 1967 war by the rise of the PLO
and the 1973 war by upheaval in
Lebanon that saw the Palestinians
and Shi'lte poor on the brink of
winning the civil war.

The spectacle of a massive US
military presence lording It over an

Join the
International
Socialist
Organisation

US can’t win the peace

utterly destroyed Iraq will add o
the extreme anger already feil in
the region and further weaken the
tragile grip of some of the Arab
governments alfied to the US.

For American workers, the
victory will tum sour very quickly,
a3 their bosses, taced with
recession, will step up their wage
cutting and union busting. The
government will impose mare culs
to health and services.

The sight of the US government
being pald protect the obscene
wealth of Saudl and Kuwalti
shieks—while Americans go
homeless and the people of Iraq
are reduced to absolule misery—
can lead at a minority to start
making the link between the attack
on the Arab people and the altack
on their own living conditions.

In the short term, success in the
Gulf will strengthen the right and
militarists everywhere.

There will be more calls to send
In the marines to deal with
problems in the Third Worid, and
Bush will, at least initially, find
less opposition to doing so.

in Australia, both the Liberal
Party and the Labor right will
Initially be stronger and the
anti-war movement will find It

3
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Please send me more informalion about how
socialists are organising to stop the Gulf war.

| want to join the International Socialist Organisation
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Clip and post to IS0 GPO Box 1473N Melboume, 3001
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harder to mobilise large numbers
of people—as it has already.

But this mood will be evaporale
as the realities of recession and
US domination in tha Gulf sink in.

It is possible we will find some
pessimism around the anti-war
movemenl.

Bul many of the thousands who
have been mabilised will want to
keep fighting, Irrespective of the
state of the movement.

To do thal, the small actions
belng carried oul by a number of
tha coalitions —such as plcketing
Hawke, blockading the Stock
Exchange and so on—musl be
kep!up so that the most
intransigent and serious aclivists
remain mobilised and politicised.

But action Is not enough.
Activists who want to continue the
fight agalnst US imperialism need
to come to grips wilh the nature of
the system thal gave rise lo lhis
oulrage.

And they need a stralegy for
linking all the abuses of the
system to the force that can
ultimately smash it—the working
class both in the West and the
Arab world.

—by Phil Griffiths
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STUDENTS TARGET

ARMY RECRUIT

EVEN BEFORE Ihe univer-
gities returned, small

roups of students were or-
g.nrgtsng imaginative and
militant actions against the
war.

At QUEENSLAND Uni,
Students Againsi War targenied
the Army Reserve on campus A
resolution was passed legitimis-
g the use of force to restore
peace and security if the Amy's
recruiting staff refused to with-
draw from the university before
a 1.00pm deadline.

The action was successful
and the campus “liberated™—
with a few scuds (Mour bombs)
being launched to help them on
their way.

In MELBOURNE, 25 stu-
dents blockaded the stock ex-
change on 21 February

They tied themselves in a

row with sheets and chairs and
tried to super-glue the door shut.
Chanting “money for jobs, not
profit”, they spray-painied anti-
war slogans on the glass and
burned the Australian flag which
was aken down from the fag-
pole.

In response, the cops hosed
down the demo and arrested
three people.

Provocative and militant ac-
tions like this are essenual to
building the anti-war move-
ment, just as they were in the
struggle over Vietnam.

Yet there 1s considerable
resistance o them, especially
from sections of the student
bureaucracy.

ALUNSW in SYDNEY , stu-
dents are discussing the pos-
sibility of dnving the Army

A RECENT meeting of the Bris-
bane Gulf Action Coalition
voled to add a preamble 1o our
demands which condemns
Iraq's nvasion of Kuwait.
wsalions such as Rain-
bow Alliance, People for
Nuclear Disarmament and the
Democratic Socialist Pany ar-
gued that this was necessary be-
cause there were many
organisations and individuals
who weren't being drawn into
the anli-war campaign—all be-
cause the coalition doesn' 1 make
it elear thar we are opposed to
Saddam Hussein's annexation
of Kuwail

But far from broadening the
campaign, the preamble actually

does the opposite.

At makes it harder for people
who are uncenain about the war
to be convinced that they should
mii.:\]lﬂmim. Bush and

are telling us that the
reason that this horrific war is
taking place is 1o liberate
Kuwait, (0 take a stand against

the aggression of a diciator

Weknow this is a lie. The US
backed Saddam Hussein for
yeers, and never gave a damn
tyranny under which
most Kuwailis lived. And

aboa e

end the Army prepares lo leave

1

3 i
...bul nol before a lew “scuds” are fired!
that the only people who will
march are those already in-
volved, whereas for many slu-
dents 11 will be their first ever

Reserve off their campus—
using similar taclics 1o
Queensland Uni

Some have opposed this on
the basis that it will alienate
people who are against the war,
but might feel sympathetic to the
Army Reserve.

This ignores the permanent
hostility 1o the army thal exisis
on campus, but which usually
lacks a political focus. It ignores
that actions such as these
mobilise new people who want
to do something against the war.

In Melboumne, some activists

. are argumng that marches around

the city are “boring”™.
This parow vision assumes

Issues in the movement

Should we
condemn Iraq?

despite the media’s hystena,
Saddam Hussein 15 no worse
than the numerous other dic-
tators and buichers supported by
the United States.

The waris about oil, and reas-
serting the right of the Unifed
States to militarily intervene
where they see fit.

If anything, events since the
stan of the war have made this
clearer. The devastation being
wrought in Baghdad and
Kuwait, the loss of thousands of
civilian lives and the US's deter-

AT Queensiand Unli, the deadline is given

-

action.

One woman at LaTrobe Ul
told us how “empowering
was lo march on the road al one
of the early, small demos. She
had never done it before.

This march would have
remained on the footpath as the
police wanted had it nol been for
a minorly, including socialists,
wha pushed 1o gel onto the road.
Now all marches, even if only
fifty, march confidently in front
of the traffic.

A broadsheel being dis-

mination to push ahead with the
ground war regardless, show
that the real reason for the war is
10 beat Iraq into complete sub-
mission.

The anti-war coalition has 1o
educale people about the real
reasons for the slaughter in the
Gulf—and not concede 1o pro-
war arguments that Saddam
Hussein is responsible

The move 1o add the
preamble by groups in the cam-
paign is clearly an artempt to
shift the politics of the anti-war

ERS

waTCH?

PROTESTING outside Hawke's office in Coburg (Vic)

tributed around Melboume Uni
wamed, “we musi be wary of the
spontaneity of the anger ex-
pressed in our profests.” The jus-
tification was the need for a long
term program to confront “the
twin evils of militarism and
racism .

This conservatism is mad-
ness. Now that thousands are
mobilising, their spontaneity is
the springboard for a whole
process of radicalisation from
which a whole new generation
of political activisis and
socialists will emerge to o con-
front “militanism and racism™
and all the other evils of the sys-
lem.

movemenl (o the nght—to make
the platform more pacifist rather
than clearly anti-imperialist
They want the campaign 1o ap-
pear more respectable and even-
handed.

By doing so, they aren’t
responding to the needs of the
campaign or to the concems of
people newly radicalised by
their horror at the US invasion
They are capitolating to
enticisms from the hypocrites of
the pro-war camp

—by Alison Stewart

Is a ceasefire enough?

AS THE US began bombing
Irag, the demand for a
“ceaselire” emerged in the anii-
War movement

On the surface, demanding
that the US stop the bombing
£an ap into the anger of people
who genuinely want (o see an
end 1o the bloodshed

The problem with the
demand for a ceasefire is that it
doesn’t challenge the presence
of US troops in the Gulf. Any
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setilement that take place while
the US remains will be on the
US’s terms under the shadow of
T50,000 Allied LIS,

And, while there doesn't
seem 10 be a contradiction be-
Iween a ccaselire and the imme
diate withdrawal of US and
Allied troops from the Gulf 1o
many of the people who come
along to the rallies and marche
inside the campaign the 1wo are
clearly counterposed

Inferred in the call for a
ceasefire by groups like People
for Nuclear Disarmament and
the New Lefi Pany is that both
sides are o blame. It shifts the
emphasis of the campaign away
Irom the role

f US impenalism
lowards a negotiated settlement
in which the US and Israel
a right 1o participate, and
tions against Irag
This can

en [rom the

platform of Sydney's Neiwork

WHILE the Incredible up-
surge of antl-war activity
has now levelled off, large
numbers of people are con-
tinuing to demonslrale,
plcketand organise against
the war.

In Melbourne 700 marched
on Saturday 23 February as pan
of the national mobilisation; in
Sydney it was 4000.

In Brisbane, arally of %00 on
24 February was violently at-
tacked by police and 14 ar-
rested.One person arrested on a
minor charge needed five
stitches to his hand; another
charged with using obscene lan-
guage was covered in bruises
and lacerations from her amrest
A number of women were strip
searched by police back at the
walchhouse

ONE OF the biggest rallies was
in Adelaide on 16 February
when 5000 people marched in
their third major action.

The rally was built, in part, by
a major public meeting the
Thursday before. 500 people
came (o hear Tom Uren and the
PLO’s Ali Kazak

The movement is being built
despite harassment by the Labor
state govemment. Parliamentary
speaker, Norm Peterson, ordered
police 10 remove an anti-war
vigil from the steps of Parlia-
meni House.

Unfortunately, the leadership
of the Gulf Action Committee
disowned the vigil. It conflicts
too much with the “respectable™
campaign they are oriented to—
an attitude that is alienating
many young people

On the rally itself, a militant
minority of 120—including

THE ACTION
CONTINUES

people from the SA Green Party,
vigil activists and the ISO—sap
down in Hindmarsh Square,
blocking traffic.

In Geelong, 250 marched
three times around the city
centre on 15 February. The rally
began with placard making, and
was livened up by a group of
young women who led the
chanting.

WITH THE passing of the initial
wave of outrage—and the huge
demos that resulted—smaller
actions have become more im-
portant as a way of maintaining
the movementand giving a focus
1o those who wanl (0 be more
mvolved.

The St Kilda (Vic) local
group of the Network for Peace
organised 150 people to push
their way past obstructive police
and march during the St Kilda
Festival.

In Northeote (Vic) a public
meeting attracted 130 1o hear
three speakers including the
Imam of Preston wha attacked
anti-Arab racism.

On 22 February, the weekly
anti-war picket of 35 peaple in
Canberra declded ta march on
the Lodge, disrupting traffic.
Once demonstrator was knocked
unconscious when pushed over
by police.

And in Sydney, a small but
enthusiastic picket of 120
prolesied against media bias and
racism on 15 February. They as-
sembled outside Murdoch and
marched to Fairfax (Receivers
and Managers Appointed)—
where the journalists were on
strike—chanting *“Mirror Mirror
on the wall, who's the liar of
them all? Murdoch!™

A ‘testosterone
war”?

AT THE FIRST anti-war demo
in Melbourne, Democrats leader
Janet Powell argued thal the
Gulf War was a result of male
ness—the war"”

It seerns 1o reflect real the

LEsLosicrone

majority of presidents and
generals who are running this war
are men, as are the majonty of
soldiers and bureaucrats carrying
oul the orders

Yet the latest “Newspoll™,
quoted in The Awstralian of §
February, indicated that 67% of
women are also in favour of the
war
for Peace. A leaflet advenising
Sydney’s 10 February rally con

demns Iraq's invasion of

Kuwait, calls for a ceasefire and

goliated settlement but

ks ention al all of a
withdrawal of Unit s (or
ces or the return of the
Australian frigates

I'his can only direct the
anger of people who are against
the war away from ils real
cause

Why 1s Margaret Thatcher 5o
pro-war? Some feminists say she
is @ man, but that is surely stretch-
ing the definitions oo far. Joan
Kimer, the Premier of Victona
and Environment Minister Ros
Kelly arc pro-war. Are they also
really men?

This idea also can’t explain
why s0 many men are against this
war, including Yietnam velerans
like Ron Kovac (“Bom on the
Fourth of July™).

If testosterone was (o blame,
men could become anti-war only
through some change 1o their biol-
Oy

The war was not caused by one
gender, bul by one class of
people—1the ruling class.

They wenl o war because war
suits their interests—the
politicians like Bush, big business
like BHP, media magnates like
Murdoch hope to gain power and
F'I‘ it

Men dominate in this class be-
amen’s assigned role as

cause of v
child bearers and rearers

Baoth the war and women's op~
pression have their origins in the
nature of the system itself. Mil-
lions of men and women have
shown they can stand up against
That can be the stan of
Nighting the system that causes it

—by Judy McVey

the war

Beseiged from left and right

IN 400 Soviet citles,
troops carry out oint pa-
trols with police.

Soviet troops still occupy
Lithuania's television station.
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia,
Georgia, Armenia and Moldavia
are refusing (o take part in Pres-
ident Gorbachey's 17 March ref-
erendum on “preserving the
USSR as a renewed federation™
of republics. Price rises of up (o
300% on milk, meat and eggs are
expecied in March.

The killings in Lithuania and
Latvia have removed the already
tamished veneer of liberalism
and democratisation once asso-
ciated with Gorbachev. The
threat of the mafia has been used
{o justify army street patrols. The
strengthening of the KGB is now
regarded as a pretext for a law
and order campaign directed at
the population at large

Nobody believes that the re-
cent withdrawal of 50 and 100
rouble notes was necessary 1o
forestall some international
banking threat to the USSR’s
economy or to deal with the
black-marketeers. For most of
the population it was a cheap
attempt o soak up surplus rou-
bles before the price nses in
March. And it left most people
worse off.

RISES

An indication of how devas-
tating the price rises will be to
pensioners and low income eam-
ers is thal the price of meat will
rise (o around 7.50 roubles a
kilogramme out of their average
income of 15 roubles a week.
The average income for the pop-
ulation as a whole is only about

roubles a week. # »

There is a struggle far power
going on in the Soviet Union.

coherent way forward. The other
side of the cnisis is the absence
of a workers' movement with the
size and confidence to impose its
own solutions on society, How-
ever, the persistence of working
class struggle is a factor that has
to constantly be taken inio ac-
count by the ruling class

The limited but nopetheless
real response 1o the strike call
over Lithuania was one fact that
moderated Gorbachev's actions
in the Baltic States and brought
promises of an investigation of
the events. Gorbachey could
take no comfort from the fact
that the Independent Union of
Miners narrowly voted against
strike action. What happens next
ume?

“Many people stll believe
st Stalinism wins soms (omm of
socialiSm. AtTirstthis ed ro raith
in Gorbachev's ability 1o camy
reforms. Now, as this

ugh the on pre-
serving the USSR is suitably
worded (o make 1t as mild as
possible, Gorbachev is taking no
chances. The outcome of the ref-
erendum will not be legally bind-
ing. And il is possible that it
could lose. Some republics are
not taking part.

A campaign by Yeltsin
against the referendum could
dramarically influence the out-
come. But Yelisin's disagree-
ment with Gorbachey is not
aboul maintaining the Union but
about the terms of the furure
treary of union.

DIALOGUE

So on the one hand, Yeltsin

accuses Gorbachev of leading a
creeping dictatorship. On the
other, Yeltsin has called for a
“dialogue™ with Moscow and
appealed during the Lithuanian
events o all citizens of Russia
“to act in strict adherence to the
law".
Other prominent liberals
have responded in a similar way
Gavril Popov. mayor of Mos-
cow, while condemning the “use
of force™ in Lithuania, says that
...the present sifuation came
aboul through the mistaken strat-
egy of the Baltic States them-
selves.” He stresses again and
again in an anicle in Moscon
News the need for a constitu-
tional solution

Yeltsin, Popov and the other
liberals are at best ambiguous
supporters of independence for
the republics and inconsisient
advocates of democracy.

The dilemma of the liberals
underscores the crisis thal con-
founds Soviet society. The rul-
ing class—including the
liberals— face a disintegrating
state capitalist command econ-
omy. They are unable to plot any

faith ei-.n Gorbachev is almost
complelely gone, many others
believe that a solution can only
come with moves 1o introduce
some form of the market.

The liberal objection to
Gorbachev’s proposed price
rises 15 that they are not part of
more thorough market re-
forms—such as privatisation
and cuts in government spend-
ing.

The social consequences of
such “reforms”—unemploy-
menl and austerity measurcs—
are familiar enough to those who
have suffered from capitalist re-
structuring in Britain, Australia,
New Zealand and elsewhere.

The solution lies firsily in the
realisation that whal has existed
in the Soviet Union since the late
1920s had nothing to do with
socialism. It was and is a system
based on a brutal ruling class
exploiting the mass of workers.
1t was and still remains a system
where ralional economic and so-
cial planning cannot happen be-
cause the planners—a class of
privileged burcaucrats—can not
plan rationally. They have al-
ways had separate class interests
from the mass of society

Rational planning is absent
from the Soviet Union for the
same reason as it is from the
Western cconomies—an ex-
ploiting class controls things.

The economic impasse in the
Soviet Union is a stunning con-
firmation of the analysis that
Russia is a capitalist system and
that it is a capitalist crisis which
ails . :

Secondly, the solution lies in
the re-emergence of the force
that Gorbachev, as well as the
liberals, most fear—an or-
ganised working class move-
ment which might take matiers
out of their hands.

GORBACHEV’S
EMPIRE FALLS

By
lan Rintoul

ILLUSIONS in Gorbachev have disappeared rapldly.

Albania: the cult of tyrants topples

A REVOLUTIONARY wave of
strikes and demonstrations in
Albania has forced enother
round of concessions out of
Eastern Europe’s last
hard-line Stalinist regime.

In the capital Tirana, tanks
were brought onto the sireets
o protect government
buildings after the police,
using tear gas, waler
cannons-and plastic bullets,
falled lo disperse the crowd.

In Skanderbeg Square, 8
huge crowd cheered as a 10
metre high statue of past
dictator, Enver Hoxha, came
tumbling down. The statue
was then carried off to the
university where it was
broken Into small pieces and
handed out. A local journalist
described the scenes as
“unimaginable...wild with

oy ™.
: ;'hs maovemen! began al tha
Tirana University, where
students had been boycolting
classes and 700 students and
academic statf wenl on a
hunger strike demanding that
the name of the
unlversity—the Enver Hoxha
University—be changed.

Al first the regime refused
to budge. But support
demonstrations began and
the newly-legalised trade
union federation called for a
sirike.

Startied by the breadth of
the movement, the authorities
quickly backed down and
agreed to change the name of
the university and President

Alia announced he would
form a new government,
possibly bringing In
opposition leaders.

The hated Enver Hoxha
ruled Albania from 1845 to
his death In 1385. An
elaborate personality cult
was built around him in the
same style as Stalin In
Russla. Anyone who dared
mutter anything against the
regime put their life al serious
risk. Of the 40 central
committee members of the
Albanian Communist Party In
1945 only one died a natural
death. And thal was Enver
Haxha.

STALIN

Like Stalin in Russia, Hoxha
clalmed that Albania was a
soclalisl paradise. Nothing
could be further from the
truth. Albanla, like the resl of
Eastern Europe, attempted lo
Industrialize and catch up
with the advanced countries,

with a stale capitalist strategy.

All of its Industry and
resources were nalionalised
and put under the control of a
privileged state bureaucracy.
Workers' rights were crushed
and the country was closed
off from the rest of the world.

Where this strategy had
been a success for Stalin In
the 1930s, in Albania It was
an absolute fallure. Today
Albania has the lowest living

end a massive secrel police
apparatus.

In 1989, as Stalinism came
crumbling down in the resi of
Eastern Europe, the regime,
now headed by Hoxha's
brother-in-law Ramiz Alia,
vowed thal Albania would
remain staunchly Stalinist.

However the reverberations
from those revolutions
couldn’t be stopped al tha
border. Workers and students
became restless for reform.
Alla reluctantly made soma
minor concesslons.

But even the tinlest
concession in a repressive
slate like Albanla shows the
weakness of the regime and
gives workers and students
the confidence to push
further.

In December a wave of
strikes and demonstrations
scross the country lorced the
regime lo announce thal
there would be multi-party
elections.

Then In January, after the
opposition complained thal
the elections were too soon
for them o organise around,
and sirikes began breaking
out In thelr supporl. The
reglme made more
concesslons, this lime giving
them an extra six weeks lo

organise.
Now the Iatest wave of
demaonstrations has forced
the regime to ditch the cull of
Hoxha, a symbol of
repression to the masses and

dards In all of P

o sy | of order to the

privileged.

With repression failing to
keep the lid on things, the
regime has maore recently
attempted Lo recruil the newly
legalised opposition, the
Democratic Party, to
maderale the stregt
demaonstrations for them.
Strong rumours have
circulaled thal the democratic
relorms are under threat from
a mililary crackdown if the
disturbances don'l siop.

The Democralic Party,
whose mosl senlor members
are made up ol dissident
middle class Intellecluals and
ex-Communist Party
members, has taken the bail

In December last year,
Professor Gramoz of Tirana
Unliversity, an executive
member ol the Democralic
Party, called the
demonstrators “hooligans™
and “dark forces” and sald
they will “go too far™.

Neveriheless, the penl-up
bitterness from decades of
represslon has continued lo
explode onlo the sireets.

Workers and students are
gaining confidence to
organise conlinuing siruggle.
The solution for Albania—and
for the rest of Easlem
Europe—is for the workers 1o
take over and run (he couniry
and Its faclories for thelr own

needs.
In other words lo struggle
for a “soclalism” thal they

control,
—by Mark Gillesple
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Their fear is our hope.
This mass anger over

—movements in support

HE MOST committed op-
position to the US-led
invasion has been in Jor-

dan, where over hall the
population is Palestinian.

There are daily demonstrations and
tens of thousands have signed up to
fight with Saddam.

Their suppont springs from despair
Nearly 30 years of armed struggle, di-
plomacy and betrayal by Arab and
Western leaders, followed by three
years of the intjfada, have lefi them no
nearer their goal —a Palestinian state.

Saddam’s military conlrontancn
with the mighty US and Israel has
given them hope: for Lhat they are will-
ing (o suppon him.

Their feelings were summed up by
an elderly woman al the al-Bakaa rel-
ugee camp outside Amman:

For 40 years the Zionists have
knocked down our houses, now they
know what it feels like. Our stones
have been replaced by missiles, and
our tears of sadness have become 1cars
of joy.

Fang Hussein, traditronaily a loyal
ally of the US, is in trouble.

A wave of strikes, protests and riots
inspired by the infifada forced him (o
end martial law, lift the ban on com-
munist litersture, and concede parlia-
meniary elections.

That parlizment, now dominated
by the Muslim Brotherhood, de-
manded that all Arab resources and
armies be handed over 1o Saddam.

And democratic reforms have
given workers the conflidence 10 wage
successful strikes over wages in defi-
ance of the labour Laws.

Radical Palestinian organisations
have returned in force to Jordan for the
first time since the Black September
massacre of 1970

HIS SHIFT has been gen-
eral throughout the Arab
and Muslim world.

In Algeria. on 18 January, more
than 400,000 people flocked omto the
streets.

President Chadli Benjedid has
been banling to keep conrol of Algeria
since the 19%8 (ood nots. His strategy
was “liberalisation™ of the economy

and Setling up joint ventures wilh
Westemn compames.

The result has been a collapsing
economy and a growing hostility 10 the
West

In neighbouring Tunisia, tens of
thousands have marched shouting anti-
French and pro-Saddam slogans.

Over 280 comnitiees have been set
Up 10 suppor Irag, and thousands have
volunteered 1o go (o the front on the
Iragi side.

In Karachi in Pakistan, thousands
set fire 1o banks and government vehi-
cles and built barricades of burning
tyres. In Peshawar, over 2000 rioted
4nd 100,000 men are reported 1o have
Signed up as volunieers Lo fight against
the US-led alliance.

In Bangladesh, ihe Ershad govern-
ment was brought down by a series of
Beneral strikes against the war, auster-
iy and govemnmenl repression.

the new govenment banned

AS the US invades Iraqg, its western
allies are haunted by the anger the war
has unleashed in the Arab world.

sion has itself built on a wave of popu-
lar struggle over the last three years

the US inva- millions of

of the Pales-

demonstrations, 500 people who had
volunteered 1o join Saddam’s forces
marched through Dacca. brandishing
wooden niles.

Thousands of protestors in Sudan
burned the Egytpian flag and called for
the bombing of the Aswan dam for the
betrayal by Mubarak of the pan-Arab
cause.

N EGYPT, the most impor-

tant of Bush's Arab allies,

Hosni Muobarak is coming
under Serious pressiure.

The Mideast Mirror reports that
“pro-Iragi sentiment among ordinary
Egyptians is increasing with every US
bomb dropped on Irag.”

It poants to “a class distinction with
the Egyptian public on this maner.”
They quote trade unionist, Yehia Hus-
sein, 3 worker in Helwan, as saying
that in his factory, “all the workers are
Saddamists and all the managers are
Kuwantists™.

This turnarcund is remarkable con-
sidering the ill-treatment of thousands
of poorly paid Egyptizn workers in
Irag and their resulting harred of
Saddam.

The same dynamic unfolded when
the intifada first erupted.

During a strike in the northern city
of Mehalla al-Kubra by workers from
a giant textile mill—the largest work-
place in the Middle East—the workers
fought riot police afier a small solidar-
ily march

Slogans against Israeli repression
of the Palestinians soon became de-
mands for Egypt 1o break links with
Israel.

They very quickly became slogans
against the IMF and the US, The gov-
emnment was declared a servant of the
West und there were calls to bring
down President Mubarak

The movement in solidanty with
the intifada conducted a running battle
with the government. Phil Marshall,
author of a book on the intifada, com-

menlted;

Egypt showed whal every Arab re-

gime leared—that the Palestine ques-

tion was among the most subversive
in the Middle East
It showed bow quickly domestic
economic gnevances could be linked
10 a general anti-imperialist sentiment,
bringing struggles around economic
mands into and re-inforcing Arab
nationalist demands and vice versa.

OR THE first ten days of

the bombing, King Hassan

of MORROCCO fried re-
pression, banning all anti-war
demonstrations.

Schools and universilies were
closed. and football matches can-
celled

Street meetings in several towns
were violently broken up. But the re-
pression couldn’t hold

All the trade unions and opposition
parties called a general strike for 28
January “in solidarity with the Iragi
people”™. The huge industrial centre of
Casablanca was brought Lo a standstill,
85 were Rabat and all other large

tinian intifada, as well as over wages
and democratic rights.

The class struggle has become
linked up with the national struggle, as

Arabs have fought for both higher
wages and an end to Zionist and impe-
rialist domination.

poor and working class

[OWnS

Unlike elsewhere in the region, the
Islamic fundamentalists have been
marginalised in Morocco by the
strength of the social democratic and
trade union organisations

Very few slogans are pro-Saddam
or use the language of Islam.  ~

The Gulf crisis could not have
come al a worse time for King Hassan

Economic growth has been falling
since the mid-seventies and the na-
tional debt is $22 billion. Unemploy-
meni has reached 30% and begging
become widespread

But there is also a long tradition of
resistance. In 1981 price rises were
mel hy strikes; in 1984 the protesis
were led by students.

During 1989, there were sinkes in
the oil refineries, flour malls and trans-
pon depots.

Last December, a general stnke
over wages and prices led 1o wide-
spread rioting, particularly Rabat and
Tangiers, during which atleast 50 peo-
ple were shot dead.

Both the Palestinian insifoda and
the king's pro-Western stance have
intersected with—and intensified—
this rising class struggle

As King Hussein af Jordan gloom-
ily forecast: “The Arab world may be
headed for a period of wrbilence like

never before.”

LEFT: Part of a huge rally in Morrocco In early February against the US invasion.
ABOVE: A similar rally in Amman, Jordan.

Linking class and national struggle

THE GROWING revolt in the
Arab and Muslim world Is the
real alternative to George
Bush's barbaric war against
the people of Iraq.

It is a revolt aimed al both
local bosses and tyrants as
well as at the US and its
watchdog, Israel.

It is not a revoll of all Arabs,
but overwhelmingly of the
working class and the poor. its
victorles have Included higher
wages (which do not benefit
Arab bosses), the scrapping of

price rises and democralic
rights and it has kept a
number of pro-Weslern
regimes out of George Bush's

Coalition against Irag.

Already it has overiurned
one regime and more will
undoubtedly follow

And fts most potent weapon
has not been the parliamentary
speech or even the AK-47, but
the general strike

The Arab revolt Is a striking
confirmation of Leon Trotsky's
theory of permanent
revolution, one of the great
advances in Marxism this
century.

Al its hearl, Trotsky's theory
was an explanation of the
potential of the working class
In the non-industrialised and
colonlal world,

Marxists, including Marx
himself, had traditionally
thought that the revolution
would begin In the most
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Industrialised countries with
the most advanced working
class movemenis—countries
like Britain and later Germany.
Trotsky pointed out that
economic and social
development in the colonial
world was exiremely uneven.
Whilst Imperialism reduced the
mass of small farmers and
artisans to misery, it also bullt
modeamn Iindustries in the citles,
which themselves became
centres of working class
organisation and activity.

INSPIRE

As nationalist and
democralic movements
emerged, they would
potentially inspire this working
class, whose greal economic
power—even when small In
number—would provide the
force that could bring down
tyrants.

But once they discovered the
power of the strike, the factory
occupation, and workplace
organisation, these workers
would fight for higher wages
a8 well as national
Independence and domocratic
rights

This would arousae the fear
and hostility of the local
bosses—no matter how
“democratic” or “nationalist”
they pretended to be. So what

began as a democratic or
natlonalist movement had the
potential to flow over into
soclalist revolution.

And while soclalism had no
hope of surviving In individual,
Third World countries, the
example of workers' power
there could rapldly spread lo
tha decisive heartlands of
capitalism.

This is precisely what
happened In the years afier the
Russian revolution, as old
regimes collapsed across a
Europe convulsed with
uprisings

And in 1974, Portugal's
millary defeat in its
colonles—Angola,
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau
and East Timor—led to a
military rebellion at home
against the Portuguese regime
and one of the great working
class revolls since the Second
World War, Soclalism was very
much on the agenda in the
northern summer of 1975

The difference between
Portugal, where the revolution
was bealen back, and Russia
was the role played by the
Bolshevik Party—a mass
organisation of committed
revolutionary sociallsts rooted
In the workplaces

In tha Middle East, all the
elaments ol Trotsky's theory
were lllusiraled as early as
1818

In Egypt In that year, a

nationalist movement swepl
the country similaf to those in
Indla, China, Ireland and
Turkey.

From 8 March when students
demonstrated In Cairo, there
were daily protesis, strikes
and demonstrations. There
were bloody clashes with the
British military. Rallways were
cut and the tramways shut
down.

A popular activily was
overturning tramears and
burning them.

In the midst of IS popular
revolution, the Wald, the
bourgeols nationalist party,
publicly denouneed all forms
of violence.

In spite of thelr spincless
stand, the Wafd le#ders gained
thelr freadom from [ail on the
backs of the “violni” masses
They wera allowed 1o trave| to
Europe.

No geooner than the tramways
workers had retumed to work
with an eight hofday and a
pay rise than tha government
was brought dowh on 21 Aprj)
by a political strike of
government empiyces.

They were joined by striking
print, postal, customs and pory
workers, government
workshops, workers in the
Calro electric comPEny ang
laxis. Workers
Hawamdlyya sug¥ efingry
south of Calro Wer® Btiackeg
by troops (Includid Austrafian

soldiers).

Joel Beinin and Zachary
Lockman wrote In a study of
this period that, “The national
revolution against British rule
opened the floodgates of labor
organisation and militant
action.”

The British authorities
understood the threal. One
official wrote that,

11 the strikers should

succeed in enforcing all their

demands their success
would...also be looked upon
by the natives as a defeal of
both the employers and the

Authorities, a fact which will

probably encourage the

mass of the population to
make trouble.

WEIGHT

If the welght of the working
class was important in the
years 1919-22, how much more
Is it today. After World War Il
Industrialisation was speeded
up and the concentration of
workers accelerated.

In 1847 only 64 out of 26,743
companies employed more
than 500, but this amounted to
137,000 workers out of a total
ol 367,000.

Today Egyp! produced sleel,
aluminlum, vehicles. Huge
modern Industrial complaxes
oxist side by side with mass

poverty and much
backwardness.

But it Is not the case they
remain agricultural
backwaters. By the early
eighties Algeria and Egypt had
44% of the population living in
urban areas. In lraq it was
72%, Lebanon 77%, Jordan
57%, Syria 49% and Tunisia
53%.

Egypt had 30% of the
workforce In Industry with
comparable numbers in most
other Arab countries.

Today all the contradictions
of imperialism in the Middie
East have bean massively
helghtened by the war.

Israel openly plans the mass
deportation of Palestinians
and the US, its ally, approves
by announcing it will no longer
deal with the PLO.

The al-Sabahs announce that
there will be no democracy
when Kuwait Is “liberated™.
Instead there will be a “purge”
of patentially disruptive
elements—no doubt the
400,000 Palestinlans who did
much of the work to make
them rich.

This barbarism will not be
quletly accepted In the rest ol

movement who talk about
“Peace Conferences” and
“negotiated settlements” give
credibility to frantic attempts
by the US—and its local and
Western allies—to regain
control over their populations
if and when they defeat Iraq.

Rather than call for
“conferences” that will attempt
to entrench their rule, we
should be doing everything
possible to link up with the
real and iImmediate revolt in
tha reglon.

Thatl means an
uncompromising struggle
agalinst our own ruling class
and Iits allies. It means
demanding the US and
Australia slop the war, that
they get out of the Gulf now.

It means bullding
revolutionary organisation
both here and in the Arab
world—organisations that
need to be rooted In the class
politics of Marxism If the
upsurge both here and in the
Middle East Is to fulfil its
potential.

If wa can help the Arab
people inflict a defeat on
Iimperiallsm, we will have really
taken tha first step to solving

the Arab world. the problems both of their
Yoars of IMF-dictated reglon and

austerity have d both pr of imperlalism,

anger and rebellion and capitalism and oppression.

discredited a series of We will have taken a major

pro-Western regimes. step towards sociallsm.
Those In the antl-war

INCE the
collopse of the
Stalinist

regimes in Eastern
Europe, socialists have
foced on urgent
task—the rescuing of
the name of socialism
from both its enemies
and some of its
self-styled
“supporters”

To Liberal Party
politicians and the
right-wing columnists
for The Austrolion, it
means “big
government” and
"excessive toxes”
Socialism is also
blamed for the harrors
of the Ceouse
Romania and Pol
Pot's Kampuchea,

Cu's

camps and
genacide are fa be
tound

This is the argument
of the enemies of
socialsm

But many socialists

themselves believed
that socialism was a
system in which
centralised planning
eliminated the
economic crises of
capifalism and led to

increasing abundance.

As the Amenican
revolutionary socialist,
Hol Draper, mockingly
described it
“Gasometers
producing culture for
the mosses”

Now that the
centralised economies
are in crisis themselves
they have abandoned
even this as their
central definition of
socialism

Now the likes of
Gorbachev argue thal
the capitalist
markel—the some
markel which leoves
food to rot while
millions are starving
and for which the war
in the Gulf is being
fought—is allright
ofter oll

Their new calchery is
*markel socialism® in
which once ogoin
equality and workers’
power ore missing,

where there is private
ownership of the
means of production
and the only
“freedom” is the
dubious “freedom” of
the “free™ market.

The only “socialism”
in oll of this is perhaps
a commitment lo a
welfare sfole, or the
word “socialsm”
somewhere in the fitle
of the ruling party.

For these people the
ideal is Sweden, o
country whose welfore
siate is mode

offordable by the
enlightened “socialist”
practice of
specialising in orms
manufacture

To the people who
first coined the term
socialism eary lost

demn

century, these m

inferpretations of its
meaning id
appear very odd
indeed

For most of these

And almosi all wera
driven by revulsion ot
the insanity of the
copitalist marketl—aot
the way in which
production was
directed, not towords
the fulfillment of

humaon neads, but
towards the endless
pursuit of profit

The idea of o

in terms. And they
would have been right

ARX SAW
the
.V\TLIV'IJ
class os the agent of
change

But as well, for him,
the seizure of pawer
by the working class,
what he called the
“self-emancipation” of
the working class, was
inseparable from
socialism.

In Morx's early
writings it wasn't
spelled out in any
great detail what
socialism would
aclually look like.

He believed that it
was the working class
itself who would
decide what socialism
looked like. It wasn't
for some leader like
Marx lo creale o
detailed blueprint for
them, nol one ol any
rofe that went much
beyond the phrase:
*From each according

fo their abilities, to

What is

socialism@

each according fo
their needs.”

Marx sow socialism
most importantly as a
y in which the
new productive

x, fhe vast
abundance of modem
indusirial society could
be hamessed 1o end
povery
So that we can see
today thot the obscene
waoste of money spent
on nuclear weapons
both in the “capitalist”
west and the
I T =0
socialist® east coul
d be directed

education and the
other needs of

orcinary people
We only need la
look at the present
billion dollar a day
war, tha de-salination
plant built in a few

weeks to cater for 1/2 ,

a million troops, the

“smart bombs” elc, to

recognise the

potential that is being
squandered

The market is the
cause of this waste. In
a world of potential
abundonce, we no
more need a
markeiploce for food
(or even video
recorders) than we do
for the air wa need to
breathe.

But centralised
planning will not
eliminate the obscene
priorities of copitalism
if it is not based on
mass democracy ol
the point of
production.

That was Karl Monx's
vision of socialism. It
is not “dead”; it is yel
to be fested.

And from the Sudan
to the Gulf, from the
queues of Leningrad
to the slums of New
York, ‘we sea the “free
enterprise” aliernative.
Take your pick.

—by Robert Bollard
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HE DEEPENING cri-
sls in the Soviet
Union poses point
plank a series of Important
questions for soclalists.
Gorbachev's . program of
glasnost and peresfroka was ongt
nally hailed oy many on the leftasa
means of revitalising “socialism in
Russia after long years of Stalinist
tyranny and Brezhnevite conserva-
“mtl'vnh the overthrow of the Eastern
European Stalinist regimes, the dis-
integration of the Russian economy,
Gorbachev's backing for US imperi-
alism in the Gulf war, and his brutal
crack down on the independence
movements in the Baltic states and
Georgia, and on the rising demo-
cratic movement in Russia itsall
these illusions are beginning 1o be
shattered
There was however, always a
current on the left, of which the Inter-
national Sociafist Organisation IS
part, which pointed oul that
Gorbachev was a child of the Stalin-
isl bureaucracy and In No way p-
resented the interests of the mass of
the Russian people. His reform mea-
sures were simply an atfempt by the
ruling bureaucracy fomodemise the
economy to allow Russian stale
capitalism o compete more efiec-
tivaly on the world market with west-
ern capialism
The reality is that Russia has

Does Stalinism discredit socialists?

Ty

LEFT: Sovlel women are
forced to spend hours
queueing for basic
necessities of dreadiul
quallty. This [s not

soclallsm.
—

seemed to work. Russia emerged
{rom the Second World War with an
empire thal covered half of Europé
I\ was now the second greatesl
world power after the United States

Indeed whal is often forgotien
today with all the talk of the inherant
ineHiciency of slatified economies
comparad to "markel capitalism® is
that the Russian economy and the
military establishment it fueled grew
rapidly in the 1940s and 1950, out-
pacing the US

UT FROM the late 1960s
Russlan growth rates
began to decline.

The presswauia'lessdeveloped
economy carrying an arms burden
rivalting that of the much larger us
economy began lo tell.

The Brezhnev years were a long
period of stagnation. By the early
1980s sections of the ruling bureau-
cracy realised something drastic
had lo be done 1o break oul of the
malaise

Gorbachev was brought to
power to breakthe inertia. Initially he
introduced no greal reforms but
simply attempted lo galvanise the
state apparalus lo force up the rate
of investment and growth.

When that failed he turned o

B

4

oA

1944 printer:

THE SECOND World War is
often seen as a period when the
ruling class and the working
class ol Australia, pul aside their
differences to unite against
fascism

This is a myth. Class struggle
continued throughout the war, at
high levels.

Stike days rose from 459,194
worker/days in 1839, 1o
1,507,252 in 1940; there was a
savere decline during 1842, but
then they rose again lo aver two
million in 1945,

Coalminers never really gave
up striking, even during 1942. A
major strike in 1940, lasting two
weeks, won them the 40-hour
week and two weeks annual
leave

Many of the disputes involved
new workers, particularly women
who were drawn into tha
workforce to replace thosa on
miliary sarvice.

The slrikes were never
explicitly againsi the war.
Howaever enormous political
pressure was brought to bear on
tham for betraying “Our boys” at
the front.

One example is the Sydney
newspaper sirike of 1944,
Journalists and printworkers
struck for two weeks in October
1944, winning the 40-hour week
and four weeks annual leave.

Their viclory was to mark a
turning point in the union
movement's campaign for

shorter hours.

The newspaper strike sparked
a wider campaign. Commercial

s’ strike

A Petiay:

drive his tram when a Herald
scab was on board. The scab
was laler seen following the
tram on fool

The strikers won the sympathy
of the wider public. Newspaper
bosses were hated because of
their well known anti-Laborism

The 40 hour week was also a
popular demand. Shorter hours
should mean more jobs . Many
workers feared rising
unemployment when the
soldiers returned home

The demand also reflected the
expectations of workers for a
better ‘New World Order’ after
tha sacrifices of the Depression
and the war.

Is @ macho man
the answer?

GREEN CARD looks like baing
tha bég box office hit of 1991
Starring Gerard Depardieu and
Andis MacDowell, written and
direcled by Peter Weir (Dead
Poels Society), it's got all the
ingredients for success

The film Is basically a love
story. Bronte and George enter
a marrage of convenience—sha
1o get the apartment she wanits,
he 1o get American citizenship
and the prized green card that
goes with . This mismatched
pair, lorced together through
circumstancs, drive each other
to distraction, but end up falling
in love.

It's easy o sea why people
find Green Card enjoyable
Depardieu’s character is meant
1o be engaging and lovable, it
punctures middie class
pretentiousness, there are some
very funny moments.

But it also has a reactionary
side fo it.

Bronte is thirty-one and has
established a single Hestyle that
she is happy with. She has a job
she loves, she has a boyfriend
who shares her concems about

GEORGE and Bronte—does he really know her better than she knows herself?

e

The myth of

nothing whatsoever o do with so-
clalism. Russian workers are ex-
ploited and oppressed, just like
workers in the West, and have 1o

glasnost and perestroika to shake
up the bureaucracy. While his inten-
tion was simply to revamp the econ-

printers took up the demand.
Their dispute led to all workers
under federal awards receiving
the 40 hour week in January

the environment and child
povearty.

Solidarity action won the strike.
In the words of an articla in tha
AJA's newspaper, “We knew we

idea of a woman deciding to ba ‘|

ey Arguments for

Instead, the ideal is for men and

Russian

omy in the inlerests of the ruling 1948 had tha bosses wet, that in our LA'R women 1o become immersad in 5 = s
fight agamst their own rulers to de- bureaucracy. these measures did The 1944 disputa was the first  1ands was the most potent each other to the exclusion of revo | u tlo n a r‘y SOCI a l |S m
{end their interests open up a certain space for mass time printworkers and journalists WEeapan a trade union ever George is a b of a lair, everything eise, where the only

Revolutionary Marxisis, rather

The highpoint of this so far was the
nationwide miners’ strike of 1889

ONTROVERSY over the
Russian question is not
new an the left.

For over sixty years it has been
the central issue dividing the social-
Ist movemen! essentially info two
camps—Stalinists and reformists to-
gether onthe one side, revolutionary
Manxists on the other.

It was never a sectarian point
Scoring division but went right to the
heart of the meaning of socialism

‘socialism’

Bolshevik Party which had led the
revolution now began to substitute
for the rule of the workers

The Bolsheviks had been a mass
party of millions of the most militant
and class conscious warkers
Under Lenin's leadership it had
been a highly democratic party to-
1ally the opposite of the monster that
Stalin was 1o eventually lashion

opposition within the Communist
Party. Virtually all the leaders of the
1917 revolution were execuled.
Trotsky himself was murdered by a
Stalinist assassin in Mexico in 1940,

Outside Russia most people on
the left, including a whole genera-
tion of militant western workers,
backed Stalin. He successlfully
claimed the mantle of the Oclober
revolution

Many felt Gorbachev would be
able o do the job. This fitted info a
reformist view of social change—
that what mattered was not the
mass action of millions of workers
from below but the actions from on
high by a few well meaning leaders

This approach totally misunder-
stood the nature of Russian society
The final vestiges of workers' control
had been smashed by tha Stalinist

popular mobilisation

However after four years il is
clear that peresiroika has dismally
falled. The Russian economy I8 con-
lracling, nol growing. There are
enormaus shortages. Gorbachev
has lost all popular support.

In response the once nice, lib-
eral, Mr Gorbachev has thrown off
his mask and is resorting to classic
Stalinist measures to hold together
his fragmenting empire. The ruling
class is moving to install a new right
wing authoritarian . regime, either
headed by Gorbachey himself or if
he fails to act decisively enough by
someanea who will.

Bul the triumph of the authoritar-
ian Stalinist right is not inevitable.
The ruling class remains divided
and perestroika has unleashed an

had united, and the first strike

ever for the journalists' union,

the AJA_ All 14 unions cavering

newspaper workers went oul
The firsy

Mowve came from the
women who collated, folded and
bound booklets and magazines.
They wera the lowest paid
members of the printworkers
union, the PIEU (now tha PKIU),
at The Sun.

Tha Sun was the only
newspaper in Sydney lo employ
women workers. Their wages
were appalling, the highest paid
of them receiving less than three
quarters of the pay of their male
equivalents. The average was
54%; of the male rate

Women workers won wage
rises through militant strike
activity. According lo one printer
al The Sum “Lots of old customs

wielded.”

The Sun workers' decision to
walk oul was against wartima
public opinion. But when

W bosses tried to
a'scab paper. public
swung round behind the strikers.

Even when workers are
swamped in patriotic rhetoric
strikes can still break out. And
even though unian officials
seldom wanl a militant fight, they
can ba forced into line by a
determined rank and file

The strikes of 1944 were a
prefude to the mass outbreak of
working class action in the
post-war yaars. During the three
years, 1945-7, nearly five and a
half million working days were
lost to the bosses in strike
activity

This was the only way to end

uninterested in politics. In the
time he and Bronte are forced to
share her apartment 1o placate
tha immigration authorities, he
maocks Bronte and her values,
he destroys hes relationship with
her boylriend as well as her
treasured greenhouse garden

And here’s the rub—instead of
hating him for this, Bronte falis
in love with him. She discovers
whal's been messing in her
lite—a macho man.

When George nidicules her
lifestyle and politics, Bronie ts
incapable of defending hersefl
She is written as a rather
unsympathetic character
passionless and severe. You'd
think sha'd be able to stand up
to a shiftlass type who needs
her to avoid being deporied

Pater Weir chose an easy

thing that matiers is LOVE

This kind of relationship meels
the approval ol virtually all the
characlers in the movie. There is
no sensa al all thal thera might
be an alternative t it

FUN

As a sidelight. Green Card
pokes fun at one of the board of
directors of the apartment
block—she's elderly, lemale
and shon inStature. Weir
crealed her as a narmow-minded
busybody, and plays her for
laughs.

You can sea that the struggle
against women's oppression is
far trom over when a movie like
Green Card is can be number
one withoul a murmur about its
politics.

It you are new to sociafist mak
ideas, a recent book by John A
Molyneux, Arguments for

alism impo:
r showing how the idea
of a "natural” order of things
Revolutionary Socialism, s has afways justified the order
tor you. ol tha slave-owners, kings and
- This book answers questions  capitalsts, Molyneux argues
which peopie ask To the American indian,
on meeting tha ISO. private ownersip of land
It is therefore written in a was ‘unnatural”. To the
way whech is easy o ry landowner i
understand and useful for st basic human
everyday discussion.

For ex le one article oks, homosexualily was
goes over the g highest form of love. To
human nature Vi n Eng

Is it inh:

you change "human nafura”

So if you nead to brush up
on the arguments, or want 1o
read e about where the
ISO stand on everyihing from
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e b::clety—_became oul the 1930s, Stalin's murder ma- workacs WEkdctan it “She gave a sigh, hurt that mix".” spy quietly”. golng away. I'll gradually get S Blodhth
@alcralised. The | chine rooled out all signs of —by Mick Armatra Not would the trammies he had not understood.” The Life of a Useless Man Then came the fanlastic, a small business together, =By
ran
: 4 Ona tram conductor refused 1o
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CLASS S

BATTLING BUSH IN

THE WORK

THE STRUGGLE to stop

the Guli war is being taken

into Australia’s
workplaces and unlons.

Public servants, building
workers, irammies, journalists
and feachers are among the
many who are involved,

Workplace groups are nol
necessarily grand affairs. Five
peopie aftended the first
meeting of a group at

Flamington Secondary College

in Malbourne. But as Lynne

O'Neill, who started the group,

says

There wers two really positive

sides 1o the meeting. Firstly, the

high leve! of political descurssion

about whal the war is really about
and the role of the UN, and what
gor of slogans thay should have
on thewr placards. Secondly how
everyona had really good ideas
abou! wha io do and was
prapared jo take on jobs.

Nine workers al Sydney’s
Royal Bolanic Gardens came fo
hear Hannah Middieton from the
Bring the Frigates Home
Coalition at a forum organised

by thew workplace group

Mike Waterman described
how “People raised pro-war
arguments that they had heard
s0 that they could find ways of
being able to answer back”.
Afterwards they decided 1o have
another mesting to hear an
Arab speakar.

“Library Workers Against the
Gulf War" at the State Library of
Vicloria are organising a
contingent for a rally, as well as
putting out their own badge.
They have been getting about

AIDS drug
delays

IN MELBOURNE recently, ACT
aclivisis occupled the

N

affected by specific issues
associated with tha war.

One of the main concems of
the anti-war group at Brunswick
Tram Depot has been the
increase in racism, especially as
the depol and the local
community have mamy Arab and
Muslim workars.

Al Murdoch's Herald and
Weekly Times in Melbourne,
five journalists have formed a
“Journalisis Against War and
Censorship” group.

They have put out a leafiet,
which points oul how news from
the Middie Easl is censored and

. &g how the

Herald-Sun reacted to the

Baghdad air-raid shelter
bombing by pushing the US line
that Saddam had cynicalty
moved civilians 1o a military
target shorly beforehand

As might be expecied,
managemeni has not always
welcomed the formation of
these groups.

Depariment of Velerans
Affairs bosses in Melbourne
issued a bulletin banning the
wearing o anti-war badgas or

putting leaflets or posters on
depanmental property, but a
group still met a few days later.
] emphasise the

Leave it to Weaven
LAST year Gary Weaven

R left his job as ACTU assis-
Health Minister Brian Howe taa;se;gt:nye an-lime
damanding action on AIDS 5
i bl superannuation adviser
drug avaitabity. Partof the o £ 4 g
problem is the poi i
B ot o o Now 1o make ends
The fact is that all the drugs carpaﬁ?i" it i
o eyl onsuitants
R currently Geolf Allen & Associates
umm_“mt have been = Alien used to head the
md_ Nﬂ““ N"fm“ Business Council of Aus-
Emm“ i'v“mw,‘ ‘“MD! tralia and was an adviser
m“ e country of origin 1o Liberal leader Billy
mﬁgnmm‘:‘r" Weaven will advisé
simply mlmﬁy 1 Ccompanies on corporate
evaluations d""’m “'mm regulation and political is-
m"’“"h-‘m' sues.
Geoll Allen doesnt
wanl lo embarrass his
l:;ihnmhﬂ;u"f o look naw  howeyer. “He
Svaluaton. Alter severalmonths il #OUd not bo asked to
it duly N any area which
MW””EM wgutdgmtlmwrlh\hem—
for sdion of rust he enjoyed
BparEved for ovarseas wilh the ACTU," Allen ex-
; , talk il plained.
He time o look ai the Bul we bel Gary
s \ﬂ:ewm neverrepeals his
with HIV and claim, made in ACTU
AIDS h days, thal executive sala-
W point. And i s why Howe, | 1125 ¢ “excessive’ and
mhnm.mm thal most business man-
4 agement is "thick”
- —by Graham Willett

crucial impartance of this
grassrools aclivity among

workers in individual workplaces.

But the anti-war positions
adopted officially by the
Victorian Trades Hall Council,
the Building Workers Industrial
Union (BWIU), and the National
Executiva of the Public Secior
Urion, make it easier for
workplace activists to geta
hearing for their arguments

More pressure needs to be
applied to union officials
Canberra PSU member Patricia
Langenakker says thal. despite
the National Executive's

positon,
fhere is a greal reluctance in the.
P5U in Canberra lo take an anti-
war stance lor fear of upsetting
pro-war members... The Union
should try lo lead its members on
the issue, or at least provide op-
porunities, such as members’
meetings and regular jourmnals,
which enable the issees 1o be
debated

Groups of rank and fila
activists have also been sal up
across workplaces, and can
play a rola. Workers Against
War in Melbourna meels at
Trades Hall and has 40 1o 60

umionists attending its meetings.

Industrial action played a

major part in helping end the

Comrresion
But such dislaste for
corporale

(PLA

CE

TRUGGLE IN THE ‘LUCKY’ COUNTRY...

|lournalists fight

bosses’ censorship at

Fairfax, ABC

THREE hundred and fifty
journalists al the Fairfax Group
in Sydney wenl! on strike for four
days on 14 February

Members of the Auslralian
Journalists Association at The
Sydney Morning Herald, The
Australian Financial Review and
Sun-Herald voled o stop work
and conduct a campaign of
rolling stoppages after the
company’s appointed receivar,
Deloille, relused to endorse a
charler of editonal
independence

AJA members sel up a pickel
lina outsida the Fairfax Building
at Ultimo.

Tha charter was drawn up by
journalists after James Grant, a
co-receiver and chairparson of
Deloitle, interfered in the
reporting of a Herald story on 7
February dealing with a claim
against Deloitte by AWA over

i . alleged negligence.

Vietnam war. We can 1ake the
first steps in this direction—and
draw new activists inlo the
movement today—by organising
with sympathelic workmales
now.

At their first stop-work meeting
o disuss editorial interference,
the Fairfax journalists passed a
mation supporting the ABC
journalists and their reperting of
the Gulf War.

ABC journalists have also
sufiered editonial intederence
after the Hawke Governmeft
aflacked the station's reports of
the Gulf War and its use of
academics Bob Springborg and
Ahmed Shboul as Middle East
expers

Hawke's attacks have sant
upper managemant on a
McCarthyita witch-hunt lo weed
oul any “bias” (alias anti-war
saenliments) that journalists
might harbour

This wilch-hunt failed to
uncover any improper reporting,
but it also failed fo satisty the
government's demand lor
complata consensus on the war
affon, with Kim Beazley calling
for an “independen!” inquisition
imo the ABC

Nonetheless, it has made
ABC journalisis paranoid,
effectively forcing them to
produce the news the
governmant wants 1o hear.

Talk of journalists’
“professionalism”, their
supposed ability 10 see and
therefore repori the truth without
bias, mystifies media practice.
When journalists’ ‘news”
coincides with the ideas of the
ruling class, their apparent
professionalism Is unquestioned.

Bul when journalisis’ ideas
conflict with the interests of
ruling class, be it Deloitte's,
Murdoch’s or the government's,
it interferes with the way thay
work by impasing censorship.

This is why we must suppart
journalists in their struggle to
report those items which expose
the contradictions and hypocrisy
of capitalism.

3000 march against Goss’s attacks

3000 STATE public servants
marched on Brisbana'’s
Executive Building, home 1o the
Premier's Depariment and the
Public Servica Management
Commission (FSMC), on
Monday 18 February

An angry, noisy crowd stood in
the rain chanting and calling for
the dismissal of Dr Pater
Coaldrake, kingpin and architect
of the PSMC

The march lollowed a mass
meeting called by the combined
Stale public service unions to
protest against the Labor
Gavernment's attacks on the
rights of public servanis

Both the meeling and the
march gave a richly deserved
slap in the lace 1o Premier
Goss, who earlier claimed that
only the union officials were
upset and that the members
wefen'l concernad al all. The

regulation

© he wrole [0 the
ahan Financial Re-

raised voices and angry faces
outsida the Executive Building
gave the lie 1o this.

The question is, whera to
now? The rasolutions carried at
the mass meeting were quile
tame.

SCOPE

They gave almost na scope
for involving those unionists
wha really wanl to fighl what's
happaning lo them. It's good
thal people are angry, bul the
anger mus! be focussed
Otherwisa, it will simply tum inlo
a resentful acceplanca.

Writing letters to Members of
Parliament, or maving motions
in ALP branches, is no way lo
build this campaign. Yel this is
exaclly what the oficials
proposed despile earfiar

Rigging hostages
REMEMBER arfuffl

tough-sounding talk about
{urther mass meetings,
industrial action and bans on
revenue raJsmg

Whal we need are more
meelings lo discuss sloppages
and, monat « antly. &
widening of tha focus of the
campaign. The fact that
hundreds ol posilions have
been made redundant in one
department, and hundreds of
more are due to go in another,
was scarcely mentioned at the
megting. Yet this is exactly the
sorl of thing thal mos! worries
the ordinary unionist.

Unlass ordinary rank and fila
unionists can change the natura
and focus of this campaign we
run the risk of squandering a
grand opportunity. After
Monday's meeling and march,
that would ba criminal

—by Chris Parslow

ces they'll lose their jobs
and benelits worth thou-

Lalssez-falre Libs
WA's Upper House Liber-
als are hard lo bea! when
It comes lo right-wing
dogmalism, They were
recenlly forced 1o pass
an enabling act for a na-
tional companies regula-
tion schema, which they
earlier rejected, after the
Stock Exchange threat-
ened to pull out of Wast-
ermn Australial

They were the only pol-
Micians in Australia to op-
pose the formation of the~
Auslralian Securilies

Should nof Do you sug
thal Labor shou
nearly half the WA Liberal
Party’s finance commitiee
wefre named direclors of
companies sunk at the
bottom ol the harbour
with unrecoverable Lax li-
abilities

George Herscu

THE Amer
dustry is h
about The
Multi-funetion that's st bt A
pollies He
ROSS Smith, Victorian
Libaral fronl-benchar,
has found that of the 64
Victorian Labor MPs, 23
uSed lo be union offic:
oF My
Thirteen
taught, 11 “claimed alie-
giance lo the relall Irade”
Feur were lawyers. One
s. There

countants

omer Simp:
character, is
plant worker
gramme pokes
indusiry. I
Swim near th
Homer's bo
safety ins:

This, according o Ross
explains why Victor
such a me
agement of our e
has therefore been
the handss of theor

~visionaries with lif
praclical experience of
managemenl or busi

2s-of Bil Farrow,

ond, Chris Skase
Bond, C _.’\5 ase, . 7 ) v rable oil rigs

Nuclear family

thal’s just hit Australia

The indusiry has put

about lrag g hos
Gult War

nds of pounds, and
won L ba allowed to return

€ country
uidnl be Oil engineers on
Id they can't

Debris from a Mirage
versus MiG doglight hit a
rig last month

ote you?

“THE day people cast a vole Is the one day
they are truly experiencing and
participating in democracy.”

£ ;

ormar PM Malcolm Fra

meady

“THE declislion Is a serlous blow to the
principle of free speech.”
Tob ) Instinutp kaw hard Tra

“PUT a map of the army's best recrultment
areas over a simlilar chart of Britain's
unemploymeni blackspols and there Is an
almost parfect fit.”

Longan's Financial Time

“A NATION at war mus! surrouhd Itself with
[} body_gumd of lies.”

Winston Crurchil during the F

‘Over-population’ is

not the problem

Socialist
meelings
&1S0
branches

MELBOURNE

Phone (03) 629 3148,
Writs lo: GPO Box 1473N,
Meibourns, 3001

[-CENTRAL BRANCH
Meets every Monday night,
7.30pm, at Bapkmarks, 1st
Foor, 328 Flinders 51, City.

Mon 4 March: The relevance of
Marxism loda

Mon 11 March: Marxism and
women's iberation

Marxism for beginners:
Iinformal discussion group
every Sal, 2pm

Meats e?vé'f"y Thursday night,
6.30pm &l Meeting Room 4,
LaTrobe Uni Union Buiiding.
Details 387 2053

Thurs 7 March: The relevance
of Marxism toda

Thurs 14 March: Mandsm and
women's iberation

SYDNEY

Phone (02) 261 4862.

Wiite lo: PO Box AX38,

Sydney South, 2000
Meets every Tuesday
7.00pm, Trades Hall 4
Goulburn St Gity.

Tuas 5 March: South Africa—is
apanhaid finished?

Tues 12 March: Anti-war
struggles—the socialist
tradiion

BRISBANE

Phone (07) 229 8832
Write lo: PO Bax 525,
Woolloongabba, 4102
Meets every Tuesday n
7.00pm, at Eoo.lzma"zs g}n‘
ficor, 99 Ekizabeth SL City.
Tues 5 March, !.Lau-;'n_and
PR rid Ordar
oppression and the amity

CANBERRA

Wrile 1o: PO Box 17,

Jamison Centre, ACT 2614,
Meets every Monday night,
7 Blair Room,
Ca. A Workers Club,
Childers St Civic.

§ HOBART

We hold regular Marxist
sfudy groups. Details: GPO
Box 1898, Hobart 7001

We hold regular Marxist
study proups. Details: PO
Baox 521, Wanneroo 065,

David Wheeler ( The Socialist

#247) in regards fo
population pressures and their
solutions.

There are many flaws in the
argument thai tha world's
problems are caused by
over-population and | do not
intend to go into them all

Tha analogy used by David
Suzuki is very interesting as far
as il goes, but has very little real
application o any organism
living on Earh. In this test tube
analogy there is no input from
an exiemal source (this is
referred lo as a closed system)
nof is there any limits placed
upon the bactena by an
interretationship with another
species (in other words it is a
slafic sysfem)

On the other hand the Earth
constantly recaives energy from
the sun, which is tha driving
force behind the weather, afl
biological cycles and the fusl for
plants, animals, industry etc
There are of course elements
that are rare and necessary for
lite, but rara is a relative term
and there is enough of even the
rarest mineral to suppori
thousands of times the amount
ol lite currently existing

What we can do, due to this
renewable source of enargy,
that bacteria cannot do, is
manage i so that we can
balance our usage against the
amount we have availabla
Management is the real way to
Creale a befter, more supporting
world

I AM WRITING in reply to

UNESCO estimates that on
the basis or curment production
all of the world's population can
be fed and sheitered
adequately. This does not take
into account all of the arable
land which is used inefficiently or
that has been davastated by
inappropriate agricultural
methods (most of which are
encouraged by big business and
the World Bank)
the world's resources when
every year thousands of tons of
produce are tipped inlo the
ocean or burnt o maintain an
adequalely high market price”

The use ol extensive
population control measures, as'
in India and China has not
solved the underlying problem of
being trapped into capitalism's
relentless profit cycle. There is
only one way to provide for all,
and that is by responsible
management; management that
capitalism simply cannot
provide, The only economy
which can provide responsible
long-term management is one
that is based on the needs of all
people, and thal is supported by
all producers

—A. Colsey, Melbourne

lo claim
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HEN Stafinism was

appiied to culture it

became, in the Soviet
Union, & means of censorship,
and in the West a means ol
inducing leftist writers to

famifiar to anyone who has read
tha reviews in The Guardian of
the 1840=*and 5057

Ron Tiernay ( The Sociatist
¥247) would agrea that thera

pubicisa Soviet interests, are similanities if he had a look

Given this definition, there at these old reviews. In tact ha
cannol bs any similarity would ba surprised 1o find many
betwsen_me approach lo culture  passages that almost repeat his
by Stafinism and by formulation that we should

revolutionary Marxism. How is it
possible, then, thal the review

ond chona

Ideas of sup

“@pproach art as ant” and then
turn lo the “political ideas [if)

‘ PO Box A338, _Sydn_gy South, NSW 2000

Piscss inchuda o contox

ar Mﬂ'.

theory nevar questioned tha
bourgecis myth thal “Art” was a
special reaim. Bacausa Carole
Ferrier does question this nation
she chooses her words carefully
when she says that anl cannot
control the maanings produced
from it The “special-ness™ of an
Isn't internal 1o “Art” itsell—
neither in *antistic qualities” nor
In "embodied ideas™—but in the
activity of its audienca and
particpants

I Ron wanis 1o privilege
agitabonal an, =0 do |: which is
why | am researching tha
Communist novalist Ralph de
Boisslers. But | don't think such
artists would thank him |
suggesting that they “s
any of the
work of an

a
dichotomy of Ron's
en “real and “po

is another
Stals )

i ha'd find in old

Gardiner, Brishana

are

arrogant

LASSICAL Marxism (or
al least the ISO's
version of it) has shown

itsell to be the best political
ideology for understanding the
war in the Gulf

It gets the theorstical wobbles
however when applied to the
environment, in parncular

Glanz (The Sociakis! 8247) on
“Humans and the Nat.

“Humans are inde
centre of nature”, writes D
defending the anthropocen
of orthodox Marxism. The
hairless apes are superior to
other animals, he argues,
because only wa have
sell-consclousness,
and culture

However, even laaving aside
the ability of our
oppasabie-thumbed simian
cousins lo use lools and the
commumnication skills of whales
and other cetaceaens, it doas
not loflow that the size of our
cerebeflum morally entities us 1o
Suppor “vivisection or laboratory
tests” (or duck-shoating, or
intensive livestock farming)
because they are “necessary for
humanity” (quite untrue in fact).
“If workers want to eat meat”
that is the end of the issue,
according to David

Such class reductionism
(bordering on workensm) has no
ecological content. Are socialists
1o say nothing about the
slaughtered animals’ physical

What we stand for

Humans, in his view, must laka
precedance

Humanity already usurps 40%
ol the Eanh's land ecosystems

physical {not mystcal)
homeosiabic mechamiams 1o

International Socialist
Organisation

—Fhil Shannon, Canberra

New branch formed IS0 invited
in Melbourne

WITH twelve new members
since the start of the Gulf
War, the ISO in Melboumns
has decided o establish a
second branch.

Melbourne North branch
will be mainly based around
work at LaTrobe University
campus, as well as in local

anti-war groups and other
issues in the area

It will meet every Thursday

al 6.30pm, Meeting room 4
in the LaTroba Students
Union building.

To contact the branch, ring
either 387 2053 or our office

on 628 3148

EME_ classes and fighting for roal country, but an Imporialist the first steps towards bullding
workers' power—a new kind of powes in Its own right. This such a party,

Capitallsm Is a system of crists, siate based on democrstically- means we are opposed to Our lask today is to argue for
explodtation and war in which elected workers' councils. Australian nafionalism and ths ideas and traditions of
production Is for profit, not Immigration controls. . revolutiohary sociatism, while
human need. m The threat of nuclear fighting alongside miltants and

Although workers creats annihilation Is @ product of "u.umummcmmq
e Er e Al NOT REFORMISM ] oy s
control over pmnmur.;nnur NOT REFORMISM m oy 1 is oul of thesa ideas and
distribution. Socialism cannot be created by struggles that s mass

Wa stand for socialism, the gradual relorms a4 soma In the LIBERATION and
creation of @ society in which Labor Party belisve. The will eventually be bull.
the workers will make the :lplnﬂ-l‘. "!.‘l“-n'ﬂllmlﬂ'-m IHO’ FROM OPPRESSION Jo"n.‘u"sl'm,w want o do,
decisions aboul the economy, military, o weapon ol
social life and the environment.  class rule and must be w.mumm:m

Countries like Russia, China  smashed. Thers Is no i pla ! = 7
ool g gl biscks, ramans | | am interested in these ideas.

regimes also tace the and gay men. All these forms of ;
task of bullding their own JINTERNATIONALISM Qe 3 | want more information about the ISO
revolutionary o The working class exists In all the ; Mw i
smash Iho system and take countries and the struggle lor them ls an sassntial pert o Q | want to join the 1ISO
conirol into their own hands. knows na g & united ¥
jes. We are for struggle, thal can cresta a
workens' N bioows  cppeman VAT e s oo
[Powen [ bt e voLuTionary [N IR
Only the working class has the single counlry; socialist OHG.ﬂNQSATIDN ............................
power to creale & society free revolutions must be spread if .
from exploiiation, oppression mammm ke Crucial to a workers’ uuan.i Phone
and wanl. 'a oppase i T e N R L) AR
and West, and support all amucm'uwm-'m

lnm:wmm:.lm libaration bullt out of the day to day e Clip and post lo GPO Box 1473N, Melbourne, 3001 or your
workers | againsl domination. local branch
oty o st or " "Ruuvsia ot snoppteed Do s W e g

THE SOCIALIST 1

;‘;socigt‘}gn
THE political turmail anising from
the Guif War is opening up a
wider audience for s t

On 11 February, the United
Nations Youth Association
(UNYA) began its national
conference in Melbouma.

Ona ol their organisers asked
the ISO to present a tak
outlining our artitude 1o the UN.
ded an ISO

Thirty young peopla, mainly
students, altended the session
whera wa argued that if UNYA
members wera againsl the
imperialist war in the Gull, they
would have to reject any
iflusions they had about the UN.

A lively discussion followed in
which the questions and
comments were about whal
socialists saw as the altemative
to the UN, and general
queslions about human nature,
the profit system and tha
working class.

That night 7 UNYA members
and friends attended the regular
I1SO branch meeting in the city.

[THREE ISO members
visited Adelalde for the 16
February anti-war rally.
Since there is no olher
organisation In Adelaide

an impact at a large public
meeling. !

They sold 130 papers over
three days and mel over a
dozen peopla Interested In
getting to know more about
our politics and tradition.
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: = = INSIDE: Crisis i
rereer . The Socialls fussiacps

Against sexism and economic exploitation. . .

The Socialist: Could you
describe thediscrimination
that women face in the Phil-
Ippines?

Petite: “The most usual form

15 among our women MGTRL’T)
They are the lasi ones to be taken
in. And right now, because of the
crisis, the first group that will be
removed is the women

“*Many of our workers have
to go through. we call it here, a
virginity test. The company
checks if they ‘re pregnant or not,
because definitely they don't
want anyone pregnant because it
lessens the capability of the
woman (o produce the quota

“Then there's the pressure
that if you don't play around
with the men wha head your de-

artment perhaps you're laid
ofi—lay down or lay of .

Petite: “There is also oppres-
sion due to the Total War policy
of the govermment [which aims
to destroy the guerrillas of the
Communist Party-led New
People’s Army]. During the
Marcos regime women were
raped and killed [by soldiers),
but now under Cory Aquino it's
usually gang rape or women are
mulilated.

“The Total War policy has
produced refugee centres where
the majority are women—be-
cause when there is a military
activily the men have all lefi the
area and il is the women that
meel the soldiers with all their
hate.

“Another oppression is done
by the US military bases in the
Philippines. The social cost has

Philippine women

fight bac

LIFE FOR most people in the Philippines is a battle for
survival in the face of poverty, poor health and bad
housing. The war has intensified the economic crisis. In
Manila, David Glanz spoke to three women activists about
the special problems facing Filipino women and how they
are fighting back.

Petite Peredo is secretary-general of Gabriela, a coalition

of more than 100 women's groups with 45,000 members, r

Sharon Cabusao is a member of its national secretariat L

and Lifta Mariano is a spokeswoman for its peasant * = -

women's group. W B

produced sireet children, child The Socjalist: What does |

prostitutes, thousands of women  Gabriela do? N

prostifutes, drug addicts, AIDS, Petite: “We have different oo

and, of course, the endless deg-  .ommicsions. We have one that ‘

radation of the women. Around deals with battered women, in- \

the bases the women are not ooy anyihing along that line. J

called Filipinas but linle brown  Tpep one that deals with PETITE Peredo (left) Secretary-General of Gabriela and Sharon Cabusao from the National
fucking machines. women's health and reproduc- Secrelariat

The Socialist: What prob- U'© rights. We have a commis- presents a big market for contra- Lita: “The federation of The seminars take four o

lems do Australian men %'°7 0N women's human Aghts  ceptives which women's groups  peasant women is now slowly five days and the hushands take
cause in the Philippines? that deals with state repression.  in gther countries have already asserting its presence sosome of  care of the children.™

Pests-We Rave s Tol oF boer "\:‘ -f'l“o *‘:"‘_‘ a"‘:m"f“ﬁe‘ resisted, like Depo Provera,  the males are beginning to take Petite: “All campaigns now
hotises here ot by Alisiralian 3“_“‘5':-'"-“ c.dumi;‘on. for ‘hllf which is still being prescribed.  notice. accepl that women must be pres-
e ani i Hhdy i e ren, UVE. Th"",“'c, averecently  And Dalkon shields.” “When members go to give ent. In Bayan [a left-nationalist

PuL up a cOMMIssion on migrant women’s orientation seminars  party]. the chair is a woman. In

clients of the women, and we
have mail order brides organised
from Australia.

“The government ban on in-

Filipinas because of the count-  The Soclalist: Do you get  they also invite members of the  the KMU [the militant union
less women workers that go  much support frommen In  KMP [the militant peasants’ or-  federation). one of the demands
abroad. the mass organisalions? ganisation]. is the women's issue.”

- “Then, of course, we have
troduction agencies might be a campaigns, we continue our mil-
good thing but the root of the 301 actions on issues that con-
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pwmhlem |:1hut there’s no em- oo women. Our major goal is
ployment. to educate our women, 10 orga-

nise them and to mobilise them.™

The Soclallst: What access ONE GROUP of women Sister Mary John, described  are happening in the first
do Filipino women have to Workers who are fighting by her Gabriela colleagues place when wa've known all
aceplion? back can be found on a as “very progressive”, Is along that Saint Scholastica
contraception . 9
g & plcket line In central Manila. opposed (o “capllalist-style™ Is one of the institutions that
Sharon: “The Marcos gov-  * The 117 strikers a1 Saint unions in “socially oriented”  are really progressive.
emment [overthrown in 1986] Scholastica Coll hoal ‘f The vie differi
mmes v v 5 astica College schools. “The views are differing
enabled women to have accessto  (leachers and non-academic The strikers say this Is and we don’t know really
contraceptives, in that some of slaff) had been on sirike for nonsense, No union has ever  which lo belleve.”
these were forced on their bod-  85@ven weaks when Lhoy been eslablished in any The confusion is not
ies. There were cases of women  BPOKe to The SoclalisL church-run school. surprising. It stems from a
who gave birth in public hospi- 1 Ney are demanding unlon Sharon Cabusao of fundamental weakness of
al E 1 did k'“ L & P recognition, smaller classes, Gabriela says the situation Is feminist analysis—of seelng
'“I“ and €ié not know thal an  ygwer hours of teaching, and “confusing”. the main division in the
IUD was then inserted 8 wage rise. A new teacher world as between men and
Recently, Cory Aquino currenily gets 3854 pesos women rather than between
came out with a siatement saying  ($180) a month, a janitar even bosses and workers.
she wanted to uphold women's less—lhe poverty line |s 6000 CONFUS'NG Sisler Mary John is not
right 1o choose, bul, of course, it Pesos ($300). “playing a male game". Her
- m—— W3S 0 Very general statement. The "'.'"‘9"‘ nearly all “it's qUi:t" °°:"‘P:t’~'-"'5 behavior Is that of an
. T ] Winsrealista e women, have recelved wide case you know, In the sense employer. Her first loyalty Is
s U B Qg . n R E Imwlnlt1:..‘:I-.IJHH.;:dslll\‘;;‘\ll:_l;:l”;: .up';poﬂ‘ “A lot of faclory thal Sister Mnr\'f .:‘ohn. Ithc to management, not to the
~ 1" : Y - ] C managemant lege, 5
= make a real choice gl ”’hh’i“ ik " Cec h bg. "l . :’h:f b women on the pickel line.
to The Sociali 3 sympalhetic with us, e as n arguing you do The sirikers are not
There was a recent study Sipln told The Socialist. not have to literally translate right-wingers trying to wreck
[ ]185for6 [ ] $10for12 [ ) $20for 25 issues § which showed that about 63 per Some ol tha college capitalist perspectives in the the progressive work of the
f§ vent of women did not want 1o studenis had also backed the  school. college. They are workers
Name fl have children anymore but Strikers. “This is a socially who cannol live on their
| they're naot using any kind of  The Gabriela coalition Is a orlentated institution and pitiful wages and who have
Address N contrace T Bt ' Widely respected part of the there are many scholarship been forced ki
{ aceplives because they're Hipl ) n for to take
L afmid Filipino progressive programs for children of poor collective action to survive.
Fositads f Fhi it s N movemenl families and children of Soclalists have no
e s, i Engluh and - ressanwhy e Saim . EAMe 0 patieha s Netloningivig
¢ newspapers glish and  reason why ni cases. In thal sense it has a
Phone number (lor contact) cannol gel information wbout  Scholastica college strike e et e e e S ;:';:‘:‘_""" su| to the
i@] s 4 [ ide effects and so on. And, of has caused widespread m‘{urr capltalist venture. The fight for real women's
fﬂ_ I J!_ ) % | course, the condom has limita- €onfusion and conslernation | think the i a 1 liberation a struggle
i Yo . § tions in terms of the scceptance AMONg activists. offered some compromise for economic liberation. And
the International Socialist Organisation | of the male parmer The college Is run by nuns.  bul it seems thal a lot of that means fighting our
| The Philippines. like any 1@ dean is Sister Mary John  other Issues come oul and It bosses, regardless of their
{ ) 1 would like o find out more about the International | A | it Mamanzan, chairperson of gets confusing, and It's not gender.
Soclalist Organisation. Please conlacl me i ier Third World country, still - gabrigia clear lo us why thesa things 2
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