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Struggle
Grows

for 35-Hou
Week

As Whitlam's campaign to impose e ref
wage [reezx gathers momentum a of .1"3'~.| : : AR A
major strike wave is now in full has prolenged and endangered ho
B ._[ & ..'|'?
swing, SEC

Workers, effected by the worst kind 3 A E g
of inflation for 20 years arc now The L: |..'-.-| Gover :1--. nt has ] 1in-
taking strike acticn on a bigger tained its now-established policy

of sitting still, In the 35-hour
week campaign, the Minister for
Minerals and Energy, Rex Connor,
did indicate to the Snowy Mountains
Authority that it should not contra-
dict the wishes of the 35-hour-weet
commitiee,

scale than for some time,

Government statistics issued by the
Bureau of Census and Statistics

indicate that while the number of
strikes hasn't gone up their length
and significance ljave shot up con-

siderably.

However, Connor's reasons were not
Australian workers have becn based on any principled cons ideration,
attempting to combat inflation in They were based on avoiding a
more thin one way. While demands
for higher pay still dominate workers
action other isues have also come
into prominénce,

clazh with the strikers rather than
intervening on their behalf and 1n
their interest,

Similarly, passiyity has characterised
the Labor Government's action in
regard to the striking airport tech-
nicians,

While the Askin State Liberal Govern-
gent in NSW is using every means

to try and attack the labor move-
ment - and in particular the SEC
workers- Labor has done nothing.

Cn the Federal level Whitlam's
contribution to the power dispute,

an offer of an Arbitration Commiss-
ioner member, meant a return to
arbitration, The State parliamentary
Leader of the ALP, Pat Hills, made
an eveén worse intervention, He ask
asked the SEC employees to return
power output to ponmal in order to
boost Labor's chances in the coming
State elections,

One of these, the demand for
increased leisure is one thing that
the capitalists can't take back by
raising their prices. This is why
the struggle for a 35-hour week
takes on a special significance,

The 35-hour-week struggle is not
the only one involving a reduction
of the working hours. Postal workers
at the Redfern mail exchange in
Sydneéy put @ ban on overtime,
Members of the Amalgamated Postal
Workers Union took this action in
order to force the PMGC department
1o give all APWU members the right
not to be forced into compulsory
overtime,

But the 35-hour week struggle has
been the most significant one for
increased leisure. It was the key
issu¢ last year during the oil strike:;
it is now the key issue in the Brewery
workers' strike in Victoria, and the
basis for NSW Premier Askin's
attacks on the State Electricity
Commission power workers,

A return o a new arbitration case
represents nothing short of a sell-out,
Wiy should the SEC strikers go 1o 4
third arbitration case for their just
demand after they have already was
'r-\l}l.t."\__l 18 months and over $20,000
in the first two cases,

The ACTU strategy of trying to
obtain the shorter working week
through industries where productivity
has increased rapidly has been dis-
playing its flaws, No attempt was
made to mobilise other sectors of
the working class, In particular in
INSW the Labor Council has shown

a preference for the Industrial Com-
mission, The commission has on
WO occasions rejected the
tion of the NSW SEC
a 35-hour week,

The Labor leadership should not be
allowed 1o Sabota ge official Labos
policy. Labor policy clearly states
that "the ultimate aim is to secure
a 35-hour working week,"
Massive industrial action in solidar-
ity with those unions fighting for a
35-hour week is needed immedi itely,
Only such a ca mpalgn can force
Askin and Co, to grant it, Only

such a campaign can lorce Labor 1o
support the 35-hour week for all,
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uch will be made by the ALP
burcaucracy, and il llies, ol Lthe
Liberals' opposition to the relerendum.,
They don't think Labor is going far
enough in shackling the unions,
Opposition Leader Snedden 1s a new
convert 1o "incomes policies" support.

Following the great examples of his

oversess masters he wants Australian
capitalism to copy the US model in
detail without any changes, He wants

a ninety-day fre€ze on wages.
" The prices referendum must be [ought
ygainst, The struggle against the

vige freeze must be taken up 1nside
the ALP and the trade-union move -
ment. It must express iise ¥ in total
opposition to both questions 1n the

referendum. "

The Socialist Workers League will be
helping to organiseé commitiees cam-
paigning for a No vote, This Socialist
Vote No Campaign will attempt (o
involve trade unionists, house-
wives, students and others in active
opposition to Whitlam's referendum, It

will put forward a socialist alternative to

the problems of inflation with demands
for a sliding scale of wages that will
keep up with any increase in the cost of
living, It will also be demanding that

FORUMS

THE MEANING OF WHITLAM S
PRICES & INCOMES REFERENDUM

Whitlam stick to his election
ind repeal the penal pow

. ; J J WEIrs o
irbitration aet, { the

Already the Socialist Youh Allianee

organised meetings at universite
..'lu.*.tr.~||  (For a partial “5”“3 5&:1
I:"E:'.'!I'I'L‘III on page 22]' These Illtt['lém
will aim to educate students aboyt
meaning of the referendum -il'H.i llimlht
possibility of a wage Ireeze, and makl
15¢ them in sSUpport af 1-.-.(_1“.1::“ l'f-'ii!;[?"-
ittacl on 1|u_.~u' living st indards, W:E
|-1 in o Oorganise lurther meetin

. ASE g5 0n 3
many universities e

technlcal col
i cal colle [ ]

ind high schools as possible, I }'GE c'r
[u.-ij'- organise a ]‘nL*.L'EI'rlg 1t your ;C[-I,};,Il
or cellege, let us know,

[he Socialist Vote No Campaign alg
|!.|!L'1'IL[,’_‘: 1o -,‘llg.lnlﬁ_l..'.’ll‘r'll_".ll[ir!gs on joh
sites a uu_l1 in localities wherever possible
Big public meetings are being G
in Sydney and Melbourne so far. and
other areas will follow, In 51’-‘_1;-'&.}, the
meeting will be held in the Trades Hili
Auditorium at 7,30 pm on Friday Noy..
ember 16, and in Melboume in the
lower Town Hall at 8 pm on chmmi
November 14,

A mass-distribution leaflet is being pee-
pared at the moment, along with more
detailed statements of the socialist
position on the referendum, Posters are
1lso being printed, and pickets and
demonstrations at key events during the
campailgn are envisaged,

Although most union officials and Libe
leaders are behind Whitlam's propogils
or have been taken in by the prices pin
of it so far, the campaign against the
wage freeze and for a No vote has alread
been quite well received among the
rank and [ile of the labor movement,

A motion urging a "No" vote on both
questions was only narrowly defeated at
the recent Young Labor Conference in
Victoria, Supporters of the campaign
should press their case inside the Labor
Party at the branch level, in their frade
union, and other bodies, Thc_ response
so far indicates that once the 1ssucs are
explained clearly, rank-and-file
members of the ALP and ordinary workes
are not fooled by Whitlam's manoeuvres

Anyone who can spare the time to WOk
on this campaign should contact thle
Socialist Workers League or Socialist
Youth Alliance office in their State as
soon as possible.
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MACOUARIE UNIVERSITY: Thurs. 11th Oct, 1pm.
SYDNEY Function Rm, 4, The Union, Speaker: Sol Salby.
N.S.W. UNIVERSITY: Tues, 16th Oct. ipm.
Common Rm. Roundhouse, Speaker: Sol Salby.
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY: Wed, 17th Oct, lpll'l.
Philosophy Rm, Spcaker: Sol Salby.
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MEI.BOURNE ﬁ,_. _u_...T§|;I1rT-._',_LT{mTF5\i_ iker: ]i-l'H hh‘[]f‘u'}'.
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ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY: Thurs, 18th Oct, lpm.
ADELQ'DE Meecting Rm, I, Speaker: Jim Mellroy.

FLINDI ' UNIVERSITY : Fri. 19th Oct, lpm.
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VOTE NO! TO WHITLAM'S
PRICES & INCOMES REFERENDUM

gy SOL SALBY

The endorsement ol Whitlam's referendum
by the Federal executive of the ALP

takes the campaign for a wage freege a
step further, The endosement by the
executive followed a iartnight.lof
increased opposition from the industrial
wing of the labor nmvcrrneul and ;
increased attempts by W hitlam to gain
gsupport from the em ploying class for his
referendum.,

The clash at the executive meeting in
Adelaide was only a preview of that
between the leadership of the political
wing and the trade-union moyement,

Far stronger opposition is mounted by

i rious unions throughout the country,
The executive decided to reject by a
margin of 10 to 7 an amendment moved
by the ACTU president, Bob Hawke, who
{s also Federal president of the ALP,
Hawke's amendment would have allowed
{or official ALP support for the "prices"
guestion in the referendum btjt oppose
any support for the “incomes" question
in the referendum, Both questions,
related to granting the Federal Govern-
ment power OVer these issues are going
to be put on December 8.

The actual resolution which was moved
by Whitlam himself and seconded by
that well-known "left winger" Senator
Murphy reads as follows:

" The executive notes the call of the
latest ACTU congress for the Australian
Government to regulate non-wage
forms of income and strengthen the
Prices Justification Tribunal,

n[t is desirable to put the inquiries and
recommendations of the Prices Justifica-
tion Tribunal beyond challenge.

"It is desirable to extend the functions
of the :Conciliation' and Arbitration
Commission to regulate specific non-
wage income, as has been done hitherto,
for example, by ad hoc inquiries into
academic salaries and medical fees,

"The executive repudiates any idea that
a Federal Labor government would
initiate a wage freeze or displace or
diminish the commission's role in fixing
wages.

"(The ALP is committed to support
comciliation and arbitration as the
means of settling industrial disputes, )"

"The executiye congratulates the Federal
Government on giving the people the
earliest oppertunity to say whether the
Australian Parliament should be given
the power which other national parlia-
ments already possess, to pass laws with
respect to prices and with respect Lo
incomes, so that a more equitable dis-
tribution of natlonal incomes can be
achieved,

"In the light of overseas experience, the
implementation of suc h powers can only

be successiul with the direct involvement
of the trade-union mavement in the

DIRECT ACTION LAUNCH

DIRECT ACTION is now over three
yvears old, When we started out ag 2
twelve page meonthly newspaper in
September 1970, our political Opponents
were very ready with their predictions Of
how long we would last, Their estimates
ranged from one issue to eight issucs.
NOw that we are firmly established asa
twenty - four- page. fortnightly with a wide
readership and influence, their gloomy
predictions sound very much out ©f

touch with reality, Reaching this
position has not been an easy task, A
lot of hard work and sacrifices of time
ney by DIRECT ACTHON support-

2rs has helped |-|_|l‘-“:~|] DIRECT
ACTION for over three years now, We
have alsa been f:rtr--.'-i l|.'-'}" Oar Idfgl:
number of /o ;] ir subscribers, The
larger the number of our regular sub-
ficribers, the more stable and efficient
15 Ll hial

le process of producing a
WS pa per like ours,

ly one of the many reasons

should take advant 1ge of this

Pecial subscription offer, This affer
til the end of this year, and

we hope o get 4K new

Lahor Gears for Wage Freeze

formulation and administration of any
policies affecting trade unionists, *

The tradeé-union leaders which voted for
this resolution included John Ducker,
assistant secretary of the Labor Council
of NSW and Jack Egerton of the Trades
and Labor Council of Queensland, These
so-called leaders of the working class

can find very little in the resolution to
justify their action,

The allusion to the recent decision of
the ACTU congress Is not going to pro-
vide much help, The ACTU decision
referred to non-wage forms of income,
The referendum, however, includes
wages, The Federal executive may have
rejected an explicit wage frecie but
nevertheless it has laid the foundation
for such a freeze,

Before attending the Federal executive
Whitlam spent several days relaxing in
Queensland, This rest was, no dﬂu‘bt,
highly deserved. The night before he
went oo his three-day holiday Whitlam
addressed the annual dinner of the
Queensland Chamber of Manufacturers,
This was the fifth august body of this
type that Whitlam addressed within a
fortnight, He was making sure that all
business leaders in every State could
receive his message loud and clear.
(Tasmanian capitalists, being relatively
unimportant to Whitlam's strategy, had
to be content with Deputy Prime Minister
Barnard, )

Whitlam's message was indeed loud and
clear, He told the assembled business-
men: "We are pledged 10 your growth
and progress. We need you, We need
your success, your growth, your co-
operation,

"We will never be anything but receptive
to your views, sensitive to your needs
and sympathetic to your rightful
ambitions, .."

And he added: "Sol give you this
assurance; nothing we do, either in ou
fight against inflation Or in -
economic policies, will do aoything
to damage the underlying strength and

prosperity of Australian industry.”
Whitlam's assurances to businessm
to his real intention with his anti-
inflation measures had quite a signific-

apce. But an even better indication as

to the future course was given by Dr Jim
Cairns.

Dr Jim Cairns was then the Federal
Minister of Overseas Trade and Secondary
Industry. To most Australian workers
Jim Cairns is not known as that but as
the unofficial leader of the "left" of the
Federal Parliamentary Labor Party. As
chairman of the Victorian Moratorium
Committee he has become known to i1l
az a "left winger”, Caims'
on Whitlam's side 18 therefore quitc

importanl,

intervenlion

On Qetober 2
aAn

Cairns called a press
: i

i
copnlerence ¢a bd that ke H!“}"{'ll'».-"--!

subscribers, By helping us in this drive,
either by subscribing yoursell, taking
out subscriptions for your friends, or
persuading them to subscribe themselves,
ou will greatly assist in ensuring that
DIRECT ACTION continues for the next
three years and continues (o improve,

The existence of a socialist paper
putting forward a clear .l!‘.l.ll‘_.“.il.is of and
4 clear alternative to the capitalist
system was never more important than

Post to DIRECT ACTION PO Box 151 Glébe, 2037

the move for a dual referendum. He
claimed that few people understood the
“incomes pollcy" proposed by the
Federal Government,

In his vlew, the aim was not to seek
directly to regulate wages and salaries
but to "apply guldelines to incomes
increases and control prices by prevent-
ing restrictive trade practices and pre-
venting increases, not the results of
genuingé cost increases,

Calms' role as a so-called "left winger”
makes his remarks all the more treacher-
ous, His past record has made him
much more acceptable to Australian
workers, Militants can be much more
easily decelved by his plous remarks, It
IS interesting 10 neote that Cairns' previous
public remarks have uwsually ruffled the
Prime Migistér, When Caims lashed out
at President Nixon's murderous bombing
of Vietnam, Whitlam tightened the
reins, He took steps to indicate his
displeasugre at his ministers' public state-
ments on matters outside their domain,
Strangely enough, on this occasion
Whitlam remained silent.

Calrns' statement is going 1o be repeated
in the weeks leading up to December 8.
Vhitlam is going to use all the labor
lieutenants he can muster. He will

hayve to try and use every possible
influence in order to try to win the

people to his scheme,

Meanwhile opposition is mounling |

u_rll'._
L mIE . — =i - rhe q o
e “IncoOmes™ part o1 1he relerer

Twenty-one Victorian trade union

met to lhunch a co-ordinated campaign
against 2 wage freeze, These unions
included most of the left-wing unions in
Victoria. Most of them were members
of the 26 rebel unions which broke away
from the right-wing Victorian Trades
Hall Council,

The opposition is much wider than just
left-wing trade unions, All the six
State branches of the ACTU have oos
come out in opposition. Moves are
1lready afoot for a special mecting of
the interstate executive of the ACTU <
discuss the matter on Ocrober 5, Ever
T.!'_;;!'|'l--'_i_:'i':_"l trade gnionists like Frank
Mitchell, general secretary of the Aus-
tralian Workers Union, and Laurie Short
Federal secretary of the Federated | -
workers' Association, have come out in

Qppos 1tion.

Union opposition has so far been con- 3.
fined 1o opposition to the "incomes ]
gquestion, The x.ia_'-_'u_g'-fl.‘.-. 1C1ons of 1§
the Whitlam le --.‘-;'l‘:i'l'.]“ have not at this :, L |
stage led to any rank-and-file opposition { S
to the prices parn of the e {erendum. _.!. i
.'H'i sl '.'1."?:;.-».‘[". '\.I'III 1:%-5!11"'--'-' '-!"-"T- L-'l:"—"'- i' 4 _i\_:
might still take some action to curb 8 !
!_IrJ-;C:i_ .‘.. .
The ;.‘|'-;'.Z'_'~1".|-.*.=1 S0 far; ¥ hile limited, -} *:E'
iready indicates that any attempt o B .
: ady | o
take advantage of an allirmative result :
of the I'k"]'-..':'l.f";:..l'_i:lli will result 1n bitter ! .
|_'! ishies bébween the '.!iI;.{‘li_i and [1|'?_' .' b
sovernment — whether Labor or Liberal, ' i g
: g :
9 ,
] : A Y
i 5 .1
: . ‘ndine of political events nationally
at the present time, with the continued Tnhjbﬂ-::ltfrnj;tiiﬂn.ﬂ;}' LDLLF r-:'.'gul-.ir :D!.Eur-
Jgg_ﬂ;:»c‘»w._r 51_=n1;.a.' by H‘.'III,H_‘.I'f.,LlLSI‘.J"} inter- mE eVl OHARY dm-*-:'lcpnwn[s
nationally and the attacks on ow - ound the world can't be obtained
standards of living by inflation ;er-;l the through any other source., Our analysis
P‘mibl“n' of & Wwage frecze here in of events in the Australian labor move-
Australia. ment can't be matched either,
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Arie Bober
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THE SPIRIT OF FREE ENTERPRISE

Ted Chapman, a Liberal Party member
of the South Australian State Parlia-
ment recently outlined his solution to
the inflation crisis, Chapman doesn't
go along with those who put forw ard
timid half measures. He fayors bold
steps, He told the Parliament:

" What is wrong with sacking a few of
the stafi and tightening the reins?

Too much emphasis and fear is placed
on the unemployment isue. I the
employees are not elfective stand them
down. Let them go hungry for a
while, ... 1 mean this, The only way
to get the message through to some
people is through their stomach. ..

We hear about wage fixing and price
fixing, but as far as |l am concerned,
wage reduction is the answer here,
because it is the only language that
some people understand. "

Chapman probably won't make it into
the higher echelons of the Liberal
Party. His ability to disguise the
naked barbarisin of the capitalist
system appears to be a little
inadequate,

BLACK SEPTEMBER SCARE REBUFFED

An unexpected supporter of the scarc
campaign against the Palestinian and
Arab community has been Labor MP
Frank Walker, Walker, who represents
Georges River in the NSW legislative
Asembly, asked in Parliament whether
there was any danger of a Black Sep-
tember attack during the opening of the
Sydney Opera House, The spectre of
Prime Minister and other "notables"
being Kidnapped was then raised in the
capitalist press,

Alter a3 socialist member of his branch

pointed out the nature of the campaign,

using information from DIRECT
ACTION and Palestine Forum Walker
seconded the following motion in the
Oatley branch of the ALP;

"While condemning individual terrorism,

the likes of which is carried out by the
Black September movement, we
believ:: the Labor Party should publicly
dissociate itself from the anti-Semite
scare campaign which has been
mustered as an excuse for harassment
of the Arab community, and discredit-
ing of the movement of solidarity with
the Palestinlan people, "

The motion was carried unanimously,
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ISRAELI SOCIALIST

TO TOUR AUSTRALIA'

BY JAMIE DOUGHNEY

The Committee [Or ] Alternative s In
the Middle East announced recently thai
it will sponsor an Australi 10 tow E:h
Arie Bober, Bobéer 15 a leader of LI¥E

Israeli sympathising organisation of the

Fourth International.

Bober was born in Halla 32 years ago,
He served three and a half years in the
Isracli navy. In 1972 Bober was S.n.‘*]i‘-.[
for 35 days by the Israeli authorlties for
refusing to serve in the occupied termit-
ories. At the moment he is a research
assistant at the Buchwald school of social
studies at the Hebrew University Ol
Jerusalem,

Rober has been politically active in the
anti-Zionist movement in Israel for a
long time, He has written a large

IN BRIEF:

WILLESEE'S FRIENDS

During his visit to New York, Senator
Willessee addressed a lunch held by the
American-Australian Association. He
told the meeting that Indonesia could
be a "great nation" in the futurc and
went on to explain about Labor's
foreign policy. He said: "The Aus-

tralian Government has taken early
steps to let our neighbors know where
the new administration is going o
stand", .. (on the necks of the workers
and poasants of Asia if Whitlam's

e 2
Senator Willessee

[ete a4 tete with Suharto and Marcos
are any indication),

Willesee went on: "We want our
friends to know thit they can seek ow
adyice but that we will not attempt to
umpose our ideas on them". , ,waffle
about parliamentary democracy is
alright for fighting reds in Australia,
but if the Asians have to take sterner
measures, we understand,

When did regimes which murder and
gaol political Oppositionists become
friends of the political party of the
Australian labor movement?

AS LONG AS YOU DON'T FIGHT
BACK

The Special Minister of State, Senator
Willesee recently made a speech in
the United Nations condemning racial
discrimination in Southern Africa. He
said in part, "Apartheid is a practice
which we utterly reject. We shall

UNCOUTH BAD-TEM p.“p!)
FouL- MOUTHED 1MBECI LE--

g pamphlets on the
question ol Zloniem and has been con-
sistently defender of the rights of the
Pali :‘li'i.l:'..:ll |."'.'-‘]']"- : and the democratic
rights of Israeli workers whether Jewish
yr Arab, Bober is a re gular contributor
to Matzpen,; ) yurnal of the ISO, He 1s

alzo the editor ol The Other L'.I-'lkfl —

» collection of essays on the policies of

the [SO.,

While the invitation to Bober was

extended before the outburst of fighting

in the Middle East Bober's tour will
provide an excellent opportunity for a
first-hand account of recent events,

Initially the impetus for the invitation

came from the anti-Arab hysteria create

The "Black

created by the media,

September" scare proved to be extremely

effective. The Committee for New

take every opportunity to condemn it

and to co-operate w ith all those seek-
ing responsibly to eliminate.... We,
ourselves, stop short of endorsing the

use of force." So any Africans
expécting help from the Australian
Government in fighting colonialism in
Southern Africa know where they
stand. they resist the mass
murder of the Portuguese, Rhodesian
and South African regimes peacefully,
they will have support. But if they
start to do irresponsible things like
refusing to be killed and even fighting

b '.L_'l'. that's going too far,

As long as

NEW NAME FOR CAPITALISM

The Melbourne Herald recently
printed an interview with Pastor Allan
Webb of the Church of Christ. Webb
Was Not r—’!-"L.lF'l".'t;lPC about the future of
humanity. He said that the deyil is
at work everywhere and that the end
of the world is near, As evidence of
the approach of the end he points to

corruption and wickedness in high

‘r.'l_l._'._u_. ind economic distress | mong

nal1ons '.'.'!I_l! 1N EXAEEE] ited '_-ri-'.--J‘-T'."P\\If-
p L

tion of wealth,

"Think of Watergate. .." he says,

" _"-"'_, mpilom 1tic ol a sacien |.|"‘i|. If"..:'

lost touch with spiritual values" . O

perhaps more accurately, symptomat
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SPEEDY ACTION

The Federal Minister [or Aboriginal
Affairs, Gordon Bryant, recently
announced that the Feder GOvern-
ment '.'.!ll' |l1l" houses 10 rehouss L1()
:'L.l;':JEi.:_.;].’ll_ § fromy Moree in north
MNSW who were made homeles b
flood, The flood was in February
1971,

—
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Alternatives in the Middle E
founded by people who ywish
that there is another point of
Israell putting forward soci
analysis of the events in the
and putting forward 3 soclali
to the problems raised
of the Zionlst state in ¢
will help destroy ma ny
myths,

45t way
o
e
lddle
by mesl:;iu -
he Middle pog

of the Zionfg

However, the committee

The air fare, Israelf an::;fn?%'
tax (about £Is1000) and publici o
are quite expensive, (Consider for
minute the amount of free ;:nw‘hlic;i:il
Zionists have been recelving lately )

Please send any donation to
mittee for New Alternatives
Middle East, 10 Cross St.
NSW, 2037,

‘-h.t com‘
on the
1 Gle be.

WORK THE ANSWER

Speaking in Federal Parliament dur
the debate on legislation to ransfer
responsibility over Aborigines to the
Federal Government, Country Pa
member S.E, Calder said that he had
told Aborigines that work is the answes
to many of their problems and that the
time had not arrived for successful
seli-determination, He went on:

"I think the Aboriginal must have
assistance in the things he is doing ind
he recognises this himself." Many
Aborigines would probably agree that
work would solye many of their prob-
lems, unfortunately racist discrimina-
tion by many employers makes it
difficult for black people to find work,
Calder didn't mention how geétting jobs
might eliminate the practice which
the police have of beating up and
arresting black people,

LEFT-WING MIGRANT HARASSED

Max Wechsler, a Czech migrant, who
came to Australia after the Russian
invasion in 1968, has had his flat
broken into three times for clearly
political reasons, Money and valuables
were left, while papers were searched
and thrown all over the place, A note
was left after one visit saying "If you
don't give up we'll break your legs,”
Later, a photograph of Max was stabbed
with a pair of scissors and :~1r_|~-=1:-f.‘r_r'_.'
jam was tipped all over it, Max 1S3
member of the Cormmunist Party 9l

Australia,

WHY SHOULD THEY THINK THATY

Pastor David Kirk, ]"FIJ?-'iLlUIII (]| L_h!-‘ g
sboriginal Ev leﬁ‘rL'jl.'\.'-ii Fellowship €
AUsSLn III|.|II u-g._—t.!ly ;aid that t|'|_-|.2
oreatest obstacle to L'“l.'l.‘.i'a.‘l:flln-’ in

L yching black people the s:_hrlstr.an
Bible, was the beliel that Sod was

w hite,
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§ix years ago, on June 5, 1967 the lsraell

Defence Minister, General Moshe Dayan
told the Arab people that they should
have no fear, Addressing them directly

over Israell radio, he said that Israel had

the Egyptian-Syrlan offensive, A
multitude of factors appear to be behind
the decision, apparently taken by

President Sadat of Egypt to launch the
offensive,

The first is the change in the internation-
al situation, The detente between

Or resources can afford the costs inflicted
by such a war, Any Israeli victory

can only be seen as a pyrrhic vi .
Re from the battle fields alrea
indicate that the fighting Is much more
fierce and intense n in 1967, Israel
simply cannot afford the loss of
thousands of its citizens, Already it is

explanation {s required, "
blas was revealed when newspapers
started to refer to Israel apd "the enemy”.

THE ROLE OF THE SOVIET UNICN

The Soviet Union which was one of the
first to condemn Ismaell aggression in

Incredible

no territorial ambitions, As soon as the
fighting was over Israel would withdraw,
Six years later the same General Dayan
and his Government were accusing

Egypt and Syria of outward aggression

for their attempts to regain the territories
lost in 1967,

The combined force of Syria and Egypt
launched their offensive on Saturday
October 6, The Egyptians crossed the
Suez Canal at several polnts while the
Syvrians moved thelr armour on the
Collan Heights, The Israelis and thelr
41lies immediately branded this action
a5 out and out aggression, They "forgot"
to mention that the areas in which the
fighting is now taking place involye
Egyptian and Syrian territory which the
Israelis were only occupying by force,

The resolution introduced to the United
Nations Security Council typified the
hypocrisy of the imperialists, The US
demanded that an immediate ceasefire
be arranged. The ceasefire line it

BEHIND THE

Washington and Moscow and between
Washington and Peking has had its
Impact on the Middle East, Sadat is not
particularly worried by the negative
effect that the detente has had on the
Palestinlan revolution, But even Egypt-
lan capitalists do not approve of their
country being occupied by the Zionist
army. The Egyptians could clearly see
the writing on the wall. The Soviet
Union was making it quite clear that no
further aid would be forthcoming, that
the status quo would be allowed to
remain and that the Soviet Union would
not support any action to recover the

territories occuplied by the Zionists in
1967,

Another factor which could have
influenced the Egyptian leaders' minds
was the so-called "oil diplomacy"”. The
capitalist regimes of Sadat in Egypt,
Asad in Syria and Kaddafy in Libya are
all interested in removing the Lraelis
from the occupied territories, Their
interests might coincide with these of

Sol Salby, managing editor of DIRECT
ACTION, was bom in Israel and lived

there for 16 years).

ENEWED FIGHTIN
IN THE MID-EAST

reported In the October 11 Sy

Morning Herald that Israel lost 200 men
in the initlal Egyptian assault on the
Suez canal, In ro-rortlnn to the popul-
ation this is :qufv‘: ent to the loss of
1000 Australians or 15,000 Americans,

THE NEWS FROM THE BATTLE
FIELDS

The news from the battlefields, however
clouded, has already dismayed the
lsraelis. The earlier comments such as
"We haye begun the destruction of the
Egyptian Army” and "We will break
their bones™ have been dropped, General
Halm Hertzog, the official commentator
of the Voice of Israel now says:

"The struggle until now has been a very
bitter and bloody one and ['ve no doubt
that the struggle facing us will not be an
easy one,

"1 would not be lulled into believing
this can be an easy and very rapid
operation.” He said the Arab armies

the Middle East seems to be playing the
role of "hands off™,

The true meaning
of its detente with US imperialism Is
once again demonstrated. The Soviet
Union which claim to support the Arab
states was actually the one¢ which
informed Israel in advance of the
coming offentive, Soviet adviser left
the country in the few days just prior to
the fighting In an air lift, thus reducing
the military strength of the Arab states,
Similarly the Soviet Navy salled out of
Alexandria in order to avoid becoming
involyved in the fighting,

THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE

The war between Israel and the Arab
states has completely overshadowed the
real victims of the Middle East — the
Palestinian people, While some
Palestinian guerrillas are reported to
have joined the fighting the Palestinians
have been ignored by all, It is already
clear that their interests are going to be
disregarded by both sides,
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. US-made weapons on way to Golan Heights battie [srac i n j
- . (ighting ™ in orderly manner.’
- ] 3 i T B ¢ bt they still wiere ||_::‘I.=,!.- LI} 3N OfC
suggested was none other than the 1967 Israel on some OCCARIONS ut they

ceasefire lines gained by earlier Isracli

dggression,

Reliable information on the exact devel-
opments in the area is very difficult to
obtain but some things have alre iy
become clear, One is that the !e."r;n‘lis,
ll'-‘f-j‘jl'- their armogant remarks about
“breaking the Arabs' bones™ and

bringing a quick end to the war, are
encounte ring strong resistance.

The milit 5 gituation will most |i!--.i.‘h'
1 few days bul meanwhile
{or the offensive can be

clear within
the re EOS

A880850d,

The ictions of the [miltl:m J]‘id Sy'li.lm
have taken the world by surprise, Max

Walsh, correspondent for the Australian
Financial Review who returned to Aus-
tralia JLIST before the war -;ﬂl‘j'tﬂ](‘llfﬂd

reporied in the October 10 Financial
Review:

"In some £

Lhe last few

ore or more of interyiews over
weeks in the Arab world with
government officials, diplomats, foreign

businessmen and journalists, I found only
ane person who :l."l.il"{l!?|‘,r entertained the
idea that war between Israel and its
bellicos: [ furing ne lghbors was in any

he did not put in a time frame
th tual orchestrated attacks on
I; erritory by Syria and Egypt
I hours of ous -f.!!'_.' ussion, "

& wm .
¢ his comments

rd icnte the surpriss

have an interest in EmMOovIng the most

significant outpost ol ir.lp_'r].-tl.\'e]‘. in the

These regimes together with the

IrCa .

other Amab countries control the bulk of

petrolewm available to the ».;}]:iLaligL
world, Even the most reactionary f€
regimes like King Faisel's Saudi Arabia

Lic o=y
can be won over 10 suppart this objective,

Thus Sadat intends to us¢ an Arabian
rhi \a cacki .
yersion of G-ough‘\‘u hitlam's “ﬁf"mtrft'b
diplomacy. A diplomatic offensive
around threats of the cutting of -_mt
supplies cannot be sustained on its own,

In order to convince the capitalist :u;crld
of the seriousness of Its TESOUICES diplom-

acy and retrieve its land Egypt had to
<how that the status quo hasn't been
accepted — that Israel's continuing
occupation is no more acceptable than

six years ago.

The final factor which played a signific-
ant role in influencing Sadat was internal
Over the last few years pressurc

pressure, 1 . :
has been mounting, particularly from
students, for Sadat to take action to
recaver the territories lost o !sr.:cf.
Unwilling to be outﬂ‘u_n.'m‘.:d by other
Arab leaders such as Khaddafy or any

army officer imitating Khaddafy (in the

Egyptian army) Sadat preferred to take

action,

A successful military campaign will

erant the Egyptian leadership two key
adyantages, Firstly, It can dwc:rt1 2
trastion away.rom the mturnr:.} diffi-
cultics of the Egyptian Statc. Neither

s o At 21 L ttaﬂmﬁfﬁm*ﬂs‘pemn:rumtﬂ

#There's no indication of a bre ak in
their psychological or their military

make=-up” he sa idl,

The Israelis have also admitted that they
have dropped more bombs on a smgis:
occasion in the Sipnai desert than in the
whole of the Six-Day War. They have
11s0 escalated the war to new heights,
attacking civilian targets to Port Said
and Damascus, They have also extended
the war into Lebanon.

Of course, the possibility of lsr:;f:li
success cannot be ruled out. It is
possible that in order to appear as
victims of aggression the [sraelis were
prepared to sulfer heavy los.fscs in lhe‘
initial stages of the war. I“ut\'ert.h-::h_ss,
. new situation is coming about In the
military balance of power.

A FIELD DAY FOR RACISTS

_apitalist press has taken advantage
Eih: Eewl-:}prl;ems to launch into racist
anti-Arab propaganda. The 5?':1.113:3:
Daily Mirror for example persisted in
using headlines like 3-Day War, Arabs
Routed, Israel Claims 3-front Victory
(by no means an ordinary feat when
there were only two fronts,) But the
ra cism wasn't confined to this neEwspaper,
Melbourne's Age newspaper came out
with the following gem:",..50 why, and
and with what objectives, have the
leaders of Egypt and Syria decided to
mount a massive onslaught on [sraeli-
heldft) termitory 7 A rab passions,
frustrations and resentments arc such

e paesmER”
it e e neTHERe SPA ST T et s oo « o pnprofrAionioma g oo r v R LT i
wes e pe no P

o refuel

While the rights of the Egyptian and
Syriao i'-«::_"[‘-!a:- to retrieve their occupied
rerritories should not be ignored it is the
rights of the Palestinians which él:o_ul-;i
be paramount in Ol;p-_“-siﬂg the Zionist

regime,

Capitalists have also been affected by
the fourth Arab-Israeli war,

hit, Not only have 0il shares tumbled
internationally but the [raki Govern-

ment has nationalised two oil compani}:s
including the Basra Petroleum companies,

Despite the highly-questionable motiv-
.111':::;:1 of the A;ﬂb states, they shc_uld be
supported in their suuggle to retrieve

their occupied territories, Our support
for them is conditional, We'll support
them as semi-colonial countries fight-

ing imperialism, e only support

them as far as they are actively engaged

in this struggle.

The fact that King Hussein is oot partic-

ipating in the current war indicates
that it isn't a reactionary War Serving
the interests of imperialism, !
of Israel, no matter how limited will
be the most significant defeat for
imperialism in the area. That's why
we must call for the defeat of Israel,

o have no time for any chauvinist
:'ilut!ﬂn. Only in a socialist Middie
East could the rights of seli-determin-
ation of the Palestinian people be
guaranteed, Caly under a socialist
Middle East can Israell jews survive, X
The current war is showing the death

Their most
sensitive part — their pockets have been

The defeat
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The impact of the rank-and-file mili
ncy in the British wor

ing class ot
among the British Labour Party's working-
class members and SUppOTLCrs Was plainly
visible during the recent annual Labour
Party conference, Harold Wilson a nd
his supporters from the parliamentary
wing of the party carried the day as lar
a¢ the voting was concerned, but both
right and left wings of the party clearly
felt the pressure from the grass-roots
base of the party.

The main debate centred on the proposal,
adopted rather narrowly at a national
executive meeting at the end of May,
for Labour to nationalise about 25 of

the largest manufacturing companies in
Britain, This proposal became part of
Labour's official published programme
and a cause of great controversy inside
and outside the party. This is hardly
surprising since it implied nationalisation
of such giants as British Petroleum, ICI,
British Leyland, General Electric,
Dunlop, Marks and Spencer and Allied
Breweries,

The fact that such a radical measure
should be adopted by a Labour Party p &
executive is a clear indication of the £ PN, .
extent of the radicalisation in Britain y’ 2
today, And commentators in the pro- ; 0
capitalist press are prepared to admit

that, even though the annual conference
yoted against it, support for the nation-
alisation commitment was very strong

among the Labour Party's rank and file,

Hareld Wilson

The left wing were, however, incapable
of countering Harold Wilson and his
demand for "mederation", He had
already threatened to resign as Leader of
the parliamentary Opposition if Labour
went into the elections coming next year
committed to a firm policy of large-

against naming the top 25 firms for state
takeover — is no indication of the feelings
of Pritish socialists about nationalisation,
The left wingers insist that a referendum
of card-carrying Labour Party me mbers
would have a totally different result and
they are probably right."

American Armies Conference

k. BY MIKE JONES

For instance, Brian Boswell writes in
The Australian on October 4:
¥, .. the vote — 5,608,000 to 291,000

when they put an end to the conflict
between El Salvador and Honduras,

while in other situations it has been used
in a controversial manner, such as the
imposition of sanctions on Cuba in 1064,
why don't we reflect this conviction in
reforms which will preserve the positive
elements and eliminate those which have
proved "harmful”,” The Argentine revol-
utionary-socialist weekly Avanzada
Socialista commented on this answer in
its September 15 edition:

Representatives of the armies of all the
countries of Latin America {except
Cuba and Chile) and the United States
met in Caracas, Venezuela, during the
second week in September for the
American armles conference,

From the first day the conference w
polarised into two groups, On one sﬂisde
the US and its most solid supporters, the
represeniatives of Brasil, Bolivia and
guay, on the other the re
of the "left" military dimmr';}rﬁf?:a e
Peru and General Carcagno of Argentina
Coming in behind the Peru-Argentina :
On most issues were the representat-

: :
::; ér:g;:mm, Venezuela, Colombia

"There is little that can be added to
these declarations by our ambassador to
the OEA. The Peronist Government does
not want the derogation of the treaties
which tie us 1o imperl -]iim, but only
their reform,

The split in the conference
be
:‘n‘: icﬁnﬂict between US im[;:;::-iall:;“
3 15 supporters and the new bourgeois
m onalist governments headed by
mlm in Peru and Peron in Argentina.
main point at issue was the main-
tenance of a2 number of trea

"t's incorrect to reduce the problem to
a statement that, in the Rio de Janeiro
Treaty as well as in the others, there
are 'positive elements' and 'harmful
elements' and that by a simple process
of adding and subtracting, benefits can

flﬂ:OE.h ‘“anln Etifi 1nclud'1ng be :,i_'1,_|.il1'|l.';_i for our people., But the pac IS
AD0E { mﬂ:in:{‘r dlﬂ's .ﬁ.mcril:- are b_‘““_.!“,? I‘l.li.iljifll_![t”u-l.; 11K .":"".I:r

: the Rio de Janeiro Trea mt;;::asu hiates), : represent a tie berween the Latin
.ﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂnﬂc i g4 Outh Brazilian dell‘:gat\‘; arrives at the conference, American semi-colonies and the

4 Teaty and the Bi-lateral Pact
) ::'- i:l:" hm::l 10 note that neither sindi .i.n
£ % ol 4¢ pushing for the derogation

1'!1'i|':h_i'|\1|.|-52-'ii which exploits them most. "'

OEA, Raul Quijano, had expressed before

aties i & 5 that body. When asked if he thoug! Despite the division of opinion amongst

| £E0nomic and Pﬂtfi‘:;c::lnkdehtlm American Argentina would try and get the REL‘JLQ.\ 1___”5“ e L e i
?-:-: wm s RN 1D jl‘ﬂl::'llm l'h'_:;;t"]r} Whi‘:h E:""-1-Il_|-.l no had conferénce, the unanpimous agreement IX

: G'ﬁu vateml‘f termed 111”'-1'Q'h]"<’-'r111:‘[it!'1 preserve LIS in perl 1 1151 presence i thi
m;‘mtﬁgna and his Peruvian r:"‘:"k‘?d. he gaid, ."” the countries of arca is Indicarive of the accord between

“hl pu:he:a $ame 5ot of line .; .hl'l'-"-‘ll.‘l.til an‘: CG.I-I‘IEJ-IZICE.’L‘ that the treaty bourgeois nationalist ! |*'-'1-'-'!'-_"'-. naries"

e F’mﬂiammda‘ to the .i-J.-.r U.l'lkl.th.'.“uud 1;_‘: a way that fulfilled of the Peruyian typ ind right-wing g
' authentic needs in situations like 1969 US "gorilas" of the Brazillan typ

le nationalisation

[he shadow treasurer, Deénis Hesley i
tricd to whip up public opposition -I:I'-‘JII1""::-‘I
ind other rn_t“n:.t] pPropos 115 I:n‘,' makin =
a number of speeches d'L:1:|-jring I.hlt“g
of the policies were t0o costly to be
practical. A number of the key trade.
union leaders, who control encrmous
numbers of conference votes showed their
true political positions by coming in
behind Wilson on the key issues, Most
important was Jack Jones, secretary of
the giant Transport and General Worker
Union who gave his support to Wilson
ensuring the defeat of the 25 mtiuniit'm-
tions proposal.

Ty

The left wing was unable to mount 40
effective defence against Wilson's
offensive in his bid for the "middle-
ground" and the so-called "swinging
voters'!, Wilson out-manoeuvred them,
and effectively muted the left challenge,

While the proposals of the left — for
nationalisation of the 25 capitalist gusx
for a minimum pay policy, for the
abolition of private schools, for oppesit-
ion to any incomes policy, €ic, Were
defeated,Labour's programme remaiss
the most radical since the war, Labow
is committed to nationalise parts of 1k
}'111,11']11.Iﬂ.Cul'iE.Lr, machine 1_*_‘-0], constrt
ion and road haulage businesses; all
land required for building up to the end
of the century would be taken up in slafe
ownership under Labour; hi.‘.j‘-"ill:!' faxes o
incomes, particularly on high incomes;
and so on,

Labour's policy under Wilss
remains completely within lhcl I'r.:r::_t-
work of priyate enterprise. Wilson's

demagogic left face at the C*.jll?lcrcn{t
was necessitated by the LrCn'lrlij‘m! :
radicalisation of the British working cis
which is reflected in the ranks of the
Labour Party, In a repor in The Age
on October 4, T. S.Monks re porll.cd on
some of the 1actors behind the rise of &
left in the Labour Party.

However,

wNot for many years has l.h:: Labour
left wing had such potential powels
There have always been hordes of

militants in the constituencies but

leftward shift in the party 15 due t@ o
left-wing leaders coming to the fore 8
sorne of the most puwcrfu] trade U

The left trade union leaders are TNPWL
ing, as Bruce Rothwell noted in theiiitai
September 29 A ustralian, tO the T]ﬂ
shop stew ards. The radicalism af
is reflected in a distorted way at

Monks continues: ""The party outside -
Westminster or at least the mﬂitant:‘
haye come to the front, wanted Hl?'
the makers of party policy 1o wh
the next Labour Government would be
jirrevocably committed. And th.ll1
was to be full-blooded mcialism,l !
are a soclalist party,' they ¥, ll:"
lay down a soclallst programme.

; : ma
This left wing consists of a gre?ilbl.ll;
fakers as the conference showe

in itself reflects in a distorted Way =L
radicalisation taking place 9F tlalimi‘

floor, A key task of ihitlsh‘sﬂ-«:
to build an authe ntic left k’-‘lnﬂ;"l
really represents the intercsts © i

':'.-."l'lr.;ll'-}!.—i. lass members a nd sup i[\#
the Labour Party; w hich can const

l

ant national security operations

1
[mpor themselyes had no connectioen with

':thI:::gne hwave become entangled in
i
:hli historic case.

c It, some national security
Il;::,:ﬂ'::il:::n’hns already been made

blic though court orders, the subpoean-
i of dmjumg:nt; and thrﬁugh tt!-’[imr:ln}r
e psses have given in juridicial and
nmﬁ;sgiondl pfﬂcfﬂditigs. Other sen-
-:uins documents are now threatened with
;hi:}:rﬁum-” (Nixon's May 22, 1973

gtatement o0 Watergate, )

Except for the fact lh'.]f.t it touched off
lirically damaging disclosures, the
preak-in at the offices of the Democratic
party |'_|3[i1_"|n_'l| CC.":I'I'I.IT!I[HE:IL' on JLI!J_‘C 1?.
1072 was 4 relatively trivial incident,
while the publh.' has been permitted to
glimpse only a small part of the Nixon
gsng's undercovér operations, enough

that the methods of Watergate are an
imcp,iml:'lc part of the machi-ncr}- g‘[
the US Government. Burglaries, wire-
tappiog, proyocations, ;End murder are
the rule, not the exception,

ag Nixon pointed out in his defence,

ke inherited Watergate-style operations
from his predecessors. His fe.ut‘!t, in the
gyes of a se ction of the US ruling class,
ic that in order to securc his own

of goyernment repression against the
layal opposition — 4 nd got caught doing

&0

e i

o the mountain of articles in the press
2od testimony to grand juries and the
Senate Watergate committee, there is
already far more evidence that could be
mentioned, much less adequately
wmmarised, in any reasonable amount
of space. What follows is an attempt to
outline and illustrate, on the basis of
the ovidence 50 far available, the overa
pattern of the Nixon ga ng's operations,

A US president traditionally enjoys a
public-opinion "honeymoon" during the
early months of his administration,
before the hopes deliberately fostered
during the campaign turn to disillusion-
ment, In Nixon's case, the honeymoon
was exceptionally short,

In fact, Nixon's very inauguration was
portentous By the beginning ©i April,
the anti-war movement was able to

enstrators in cities throughout the US.

A month earlier, Nixon had begun
implementing one aspect of his "secrel
jgainst Cambodia, At about the same
time, he ordered a secret expausion 0l
the air-war into Northern Laos.

On May 9, 1969, Nixon's secret plan
threatened to become public. On that

Atning
morning, £ 7
front-page article by William Beecher
that began:

gse EIJE"]‘!'} dum ps ind base camps in
Cambodia, according to Nixon Admin-

I5ts il il,'-“ souUrces,

fMade amy protest,

It {s now known that immediately aiter
the publication of Beecher's article,
Nixon ordered the wire-tapping ol

an effort to find the source af the leak.

Emplaoyed,

]_"E}lli Bl 1n, in his testimony (o the

Mnate Wate rgate commitiee stated:
“I[ WwWas not '.|II1..I! I i"il“ll.'L[ the 1".‘rhli""':
House sta ff in July 1970 that I fully
realised the strong f{eelings that the
President and his staff had about anti-

al.“li\':'||_ S

The White House wi;

rcal '-I!1|.l|i-l1:|.'q.'!: o 1l~'-rr'lil-f'-.-"l'!l5' 5‘“1':!"
manceuvering 1”‘-] ’-[Cll:-.i.l"it:;llist
ind w |-1-...|l. can h'-:]l" I-,mt,"i_{]t"-‘ C
hip for the British workers 18
|.1 struggles looming 4 heads

10n;
leaden

g S
NUgLE a%

orient

has been revealed to make it indisputable

politicsl fortunes, he turned the weapons

mobilise several hundred thousand dem-

plan" by launching secret bombing raids

The New York Times carried a
1 : i P oy
American B-52 bombers in re Cent WEEks

have raided Vietcong and North Vietnani-

but Cambodia has not

reporters and administration offica ils in

The methods used gadnst the anti-war
movement and the left were consider-
ably less gentle, While the liberal
heroes of the Senate W itergate com-
mittee have been reluctant to look Lnto
this area, information has surfaced (rom
other sources to indicate the tactics

War demonstrators and demonstrators 1n

s continually seek-

| Nixon's Provocateurs Exposed

In March 1971 a group of unknown
persons made off with the files of an

FBI office in Media, Pennsylyania,
Copies of the files proved that FBI agents
regularly acted as provocateurs and

sometimes carried out illegal actions
themselyes,

The career of one of these provocateurs
— Tommy Tongyai, also known as
Tommy Traveller — was described in
detail In an article by Ron Rosenbaum

in the June 1971 issue of Esquire
magazine,

With a cover job as a travelling salesman,
Tongyal established himself as a
“regional traveller" for Students for a
Democratic Society (5D5). As soon as he
had achieved this authority, he began

to talk about "shooting pigs".

At the end of 1970, Tongyal finally
persuaded two college freshmen to carry
out a "militant" action — fire-bombing
the campus office of the Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC), The two
students were arrested a few hours after
throwing Molotov cocktails through the
windows of the office,

There is strong circumstantial evidence
that Tongyai planned for the fire-
bombing to kill a large oumber of
students, The ROTC office was on the
ground floor of a dormitory. Immediate-
ly after throwing the bombs, the two
students ran inside and pulled the fire
alarms to alert the students, Three of
the four alapms didn't work. It was

later discoyered that someone had pulled
the fuses from them.

The ultra-left binge of SDS made it
relatively easy for the proyocateurs to
do their dirty work. The murderous
activities of a few of these agents have
come to light in the wake of the Water-
gate scandal,
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In the May 20, 19 -

Seymour Hersh described the ro

Larry Grathwohl "one ol the most
R

e

militant and outspoken members of the
radical Weathermen during its peak
period of bombing and other violence in
late 1969 and early 1970." Grathwohl
joined the Weathermen in 1969,

Hersh wrote, "Over the next few months,
the sources said, Mr Grathwoh! began
travelling round the country on Weather-
man activities. The sources also said

he participated in the planning of a
bombing of a police facility in Detroit,.."

Grathwoh!'s father-in-law told Hersh:
"He was in New York when that house
blew up there." This was a reference 1o
the March 6, 1970 Townhouse explosion
of an alleged "weatherman bomb
factory™ that killed two members of the

Eronp.

Hersh's sources indicated that Grathwohl
was under the direction of Guy Goodwin,
the chief prosecutor of the Justice
Department's "red squad”,

Reporters taking a second look at the
May 4, 1970 killing of four students at
Kent State University by the Chio
National Guard have uncovered further
evidence that still another FBI provocat-
eur may have fired on the troops, touch-
ing off their murderous assault on the
student demaonstration,

In the July 11 Christian Science Monit
Trudy Rubin quoted two witnesses who
had seen the FBI agent carrying a pistol
at the scene and who said the pistol bad
been fired,

oT,

" This memorandum addresses the matier
of how we can maximise the 3 our
incumbency in dealing with persons

known to be active in their Opp

ur Administration. Stated a bit more
lunt

o

bluntly — how we can use the available
E 3 - e L - . i ¥
Federal 11';3-:1'“-—'_'.;':_‘_. 1O SCTeEwW OLE i‘:"-lz'.\__..'l.'
enemies.”™ (John Dean in an August 10,

ideman and Erlich-

1971 memo to Hald

mann, )

Py 2

FRI provocaleurs an

SR N e A
AR SRR N

b

Nixon gang's weapons against its
political enemies. White House papers
turned over to the Senate Watergate
committee prove that any and all
departments of the government were and
are regarded as means of intimidating
oppasition,

J. Anthony Lucas, in the July 22, 1573
New York Times Magazine, wrote that

as early as July 1969 the Nixon gang

was "pressuring” the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) to be more responsive (o
the political needs of the Administration,
The Dean papers indicate a feeling in
the Nixon gang that Democratic Party
holdovers in the IRS buréaucracy were
not sufficiently co-operative.

This may or may not have been the case
when the intended victim was a promin-
ent Democratic politiclan, But the [RS
co-operated fully with the Nixon gang
with respect to non-ruling-class

opponents, setting up the speclal services

group to conduct special investigations
into the taxes of antl-war, oppressed
national, and leftist groups, A Sep-
tember 19, 1970 memorandum from
commissioner of Intemal Revenue
Randolph Thrower reported that the
RS has already conducted politically
notivated special screenings of 1025
srganisations and 4300 indiyiduals.

In March 1971, in the aftermath of
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) grand jury rej

the apartment w:

themselves,

1 search {or )
police said they had leamed from an
informan
Pa :'i”:lilf}'. A, :
this phony charge had originated in
‘-.“.’.-.SE::iing:tn. The May 16, 1970 iNew
York Times reported:

v __The initial information that the
Pili?s '\'r'u;li} ; : : AR
the Federal officials from the Federal
Bureau of Inyestigation. |
was the first official substantiation of
charges by black leaders that Federal

| &l i Sy S
nfight that never OCCuUImea.

v report released more than

cix months later that at most Ont shot
. id 1 bee wad By "i::‘_;"T_':"'._.I‘_
could hayve BECh ILrea oy e ol

if 2 gun thal the cops said they found in

|
ys not brought in by cops
The pretext for the m urderous r.;l.__i was
v "illegal weapons” which the

t were being stockpiled by the
The grand jury report showed

Black Panthers were thought to be stock-
ons in Chicago had come to

This disclosure

officials had played a part in the invest-
igation that led to a id on the apart-

ment and the fatal shooting. r\‘C-:ﬂrdlnE
to the grand jury, the two FBI tips were
routine transmittals of information Irom

-
.

3 'confidential source

The April-May 1970 cammpus febcllioln
that swept the US after Nixon's invasion
of Cambodia and the murder of students
4t Kent State and Jackson State uniyersi-
ties was completely unpr-:n:jedc{ztcd as
the first general student strike in us
history, Conservative estimates put the

number of students invelved at 5 million,

The student rebellion occumred, mOTEOVER,

in the context of indications that the
radicalisation was beginning to haye 1t

ing intelligence information aboul effects on the working class, This Phﬂi
demonstration leaders and thelr supporters the apparent dee divisions within the
that would discredit them personally of ruling class greatly concerned Nixon,
indicate that the demonstration Was -
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~ Wage

INTRODUCTION

15, the last issue DIRECT ACTION com-
menced a series of articles on the
experience of wage freezes overseas,
The f{irst installment in the series,

The Great Payroll Robbery by Les Evans,
covered the initial impact of the first
stage in the so-called phase L _’f_‘lr-mt
article was written in October 1971,

In this article David Nizoz looks at the
subsequent happenings and development.

The next instaliment will cover an area
of some significance for _r'tusn;al_i‘-.]n
workers — the attempt by the Wilson
|abour Government to impose a Wage
frecze in Britain,

BY DAVID NIZOZ

Honesty is not usually an attribute which
{s credited to the current President ol
the US, but on rare occasions Richard
Nixon does tell the truth, His statement
on wages and prices quoted in the June 1
une 17, 1973 issue of The New York
Times is a product of one of these rare
occasions, "The wage settlements
reached under the rules of phase III have
not been a significant cause of the
increase in prices” he said.

Nixon's admission and the whole exper-
jence of Nixon's four phases of the wage
{recze confirm the view that socialists
haye been putting from the outset.
Nixon's real aim has been to curb wages
not prices.

The Crisis Facing
US Capital

More than two years have now passed
since Nixon's August 15, 1971 apnounce-
ment of the New Economic Pelicy.
Some of the measures initiated on that
day are still in operation, others have
been discarded since that time while yet
others still are with us under a differcnt
disguise, Besides the introduction of
yarying {orms of "incomes policies”
Nixon has also been forced to take other
measures such as two devaluations of the
US dollar.

The economic and social crisis that for
forced Nixon to take all these measures
céntres on inflation, Inflation, as most
consumers are only 100 aware, cals away
at their standard of living., But that
feature of inflation is not unpleasant for
the capitalists: it works towards
redistributing the national income in
their favor, What they do not like about
inflation is that it undermines their
position with regard to their inteérnational
competitors — especially West Germany
and Japan. While higher prices permit
American corporations 1o pocket larger
profits at home, they open the American
Mmarket to a massive inflow of cheaper
imports including cars from Germany,
electronic equipment from Japan, steel
from Relgium and shoes from ltaly,

Inflation of the US dollar at the same
time undermines the international
moneiary system. An overall rise in
the price of American goods that is
unmatched by similar inflation in

other countries means that US dollars
buy less each year than the year before
and hence are worth less, But the '
dollar is the chief trading currency in the
capitalist world, and international
hzﬂl{l&l? hiye become more and more
umwilling to hold large quantities of
dollars when the buying power of their
helding steadily declines.

me into office wagec

When Nixon Ca ;
rcgslrdmf

controls and devaluation were .
a5 last resorts 1o be avoided if at 31!.
possible, In the first two years of his

1969-70, Nixon
attempted to combat im'_iztiﬂn with trh:..i
and tested ndeflationary” methods of the
past., The essence of deflationary
policy (which they try to sugar-coat Ior
the mass media, but discuss openly in
the financial journals) is that by artifi-
cially inducing a slight business récess=
jon a rise in unemployment results,
Theoretically, as millions of workers

are thrown out of their jobs, those who
continue to work will be less willing 10
fight for higher wages for fear that they,
too, might join the ranks of the unem-
ployed. When the working cl;:l'_\'s has
less money to spend, industry 1s supposed
to lower prices to compete in a reduced
market,

administration,

Nixon and the US ruling class were not
ui]qu’_‘ 1 ;1]:-1_11}"lng this t'l'n.:t]}Cd. For
23 years the Liberal-Country Party
coalition in Australia applied these
Niried and tested” methods. The last
effort was the McMahon- Snedden
Budget of 1971,

Few aspects of the capitalist system
more clearly expose its real relationship
to the working people: the government
consciously, as a matter of deliberate
policy undertakes to deprive millions of
its constituents of their livelihood,

The Johnson and Nixon administrations
pursued recessionary policies. They
tightened the money supply through

the Federal Reserve Board (the US
equivalent of the Reserve Bank) and
forced up interest rates. By 1969 the
recession was in full swing and unemploy-
ment soared to six per cent of the labor
force with more than five million

johlocss.

The Results of
Nixon's Earlier Policies

But the main goal was thwarted; the
mnflationary spiral wzas not halted, On
the contrary, prices went up éyen more
slil.;r;xly and reached an annual rate of
Increase of over six per cent. Nixon's
policies produced "stagflation", a new
phenomenon combining stagnant pro-
duction and rising unemplayment with
Fising prices,

Furthermore, Nixon got more than he
bargained for in the way of a recession.
While it did not, as some self-styled
Marxist theoreticians had predicted, lead
to the final paroxysm of capitalism, the
1969-72 recession was the most serious
one of the post-war period. It was, in
fact, the first real world capitalist
recession since the end of the war, and
the leaders of US imperialism cannot
lightly shrug off its implication for the
future,

It is important to note that even the
trade-union buresucracy had been sounded
out in advance and had agreed to accept
controls, The American Federation of
Labor—Congress of Industrial Organisa-
tions (AFL-CIC) had earlier — much
earlier (one might even say they had
played a "vanguard" role) — annornced
1ts support of the concept of wape-and-
price controls and had endorsed the
economic stabilisation bill when it was
heing debated in Congress,

How far the George Meany léadership
was willing to go had been tested in the
spring of 1971 when wage controls werc

Freeze-The US Experience

imposed in the construction indfss.tl}', and
the Construction Industry Smabilisation
Committee (with John T, Dunlop, an
industrial-relations expert and Harvard
dean, as its chaimman) was established,
The committee was a "volunta ry' labor-
management committee and controls
were supposed to be a joint labor-manage-
ment effort under government supérvision,
Its purpose was to hold down the wages

of bullding-trades workers, and that was
accomplished.

The AFL-CIO bureaucrats signalled their
willingness to go further, One week
before Nixon's freeze decree, the AFL-
CIO executive council issued a statement
of its official position on the matter,
Dated August 9, 1971, the statcment

L i.t'.t‘.

nI{ the President determines that the
situation warrants extraordinary overall
stabilisation measures, the AFL-CIO will
co-operate so long as restraints are
equitably placed on all costs and incomes
— including all prices, profits, dividends,
rents, and executive compensation, as
well as employees' wages...

"We are prepared to sacrifice as much as
anyone else, . ,so long as there i1s equality
of sacrifice. We will do our patriotic
duty but we will not be the sca pegoat, "

The planned rise in unemployment did
not prevent unions from demanding wage
increases to meet the rising cost of
living, Wages did lag and the standard
of living declined, but not enough 1o
satisfy the employers. The labor move-
ment did not accept the setback
passively, In 1970, for example, the
electrical workers forced General Electric
to settle after a long 102-day strike, the
strike of postal workers forced Congress
to grant a long deferred wage raise,
Teamsters rejected 4 national aggree-
ment negotiated by their president and
struck and won more money, the build-
ing-trades unions won substantial
increases, and the aulo workers won
restoration of the escalator clause in a
two-month strike against General Motors.

So in 1971 Nixon found that his deflation-
ary policies had not only failed to elim-
inate inflation, but had raised unemploy-
ment to a critical level, Over 5 million
Americans were "officially" unemployed
— that is, were registered at the US
employinent centres — and another

10 million workers were on welfare or

had otherwise become discouraged 1o the
point of not registering, but in any case
were without jobs, Far from the anticipated
effect of creating an anti-union climate,
leading to strike breaking and lowering
wages, rising unémployment was exacer-
bating social conflict and sharpening
class antagonisms, Inflation became
2 major domestic issue as well as a
factor in international trade a:d in the
monetary crisis, Consumers began to

——
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| Phase 1
Aug. 15,1971
: The first freeze: “The time h
125} ""“"“Mm,ffﬂ""
i tional s peculators.”

Phase 2
Hov.12,1971

Mandatory but flexible controls: "As
la{u prices are concemned, the
guidefines that have been laid down
would cut the rate of inflation
approximately inhalf.

That is real progress.”

THE CONSUMER PRICE INDE
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Phase 3

Jan. 11,1973

Voluniary restraints: “While we recognize the need for
| believe we can [also
rely] on the voluntary cooperation of the private sector.”

restraints on prices and wagas

protest the continual erosio : o
HJ‘]'I{L’II(I of living, and thmIL:[{ :J}ll!h' "
unions, workers were able to do e
thing about it, ey
In 1971, the balance of trade i
sﬂhurpl}' against American capi::ﬁ:d o
Every year in the twentieth cent 5 =
United States had enjoyed a "y '&
balance of trade — that is hadwrhk'..
more abroad than it had 'u;-:,pnc.n:; 1
until 1971, In 1871 there wags 3 tr:
deficit on the order of £2 billioy %

On top of this, of course, o
big factor weighed heavi’l}* EE ﬂeﬁ?q
economy at that time: the Vietny

The Nixon Administration feigned :1[, 2
of concérn over the war's economie .
side-effects, but some influentizl '
class figures, and also some representyy.
ives of the trade-union bureaucrs

were pointing out that the ~ost of ;h!g
war was accelerating iaflation,

Nevertheless, despite all the

they faced and the failure thrgtluglf,!;n:“
tr.lldh.‘ion;]] methods to arrive at 3
solution, the ruling class approa

New Economic Policy withpfunsi?ﬂ]::ht
trepidation, The implicit clash with
the trade unions was something desired
by the ruling class only if they were
suré who was going to win,

How the New Economic
Policy Was Formulated

Early in 1969 a division of opinion
developed among a number of promisest
American economists whe were or had
been government advisers. Some, such
as Walter Heller and Leon Keyserling
advisers to the Kennedy and Johnson ;
administrations, were urging govemmest-
al controls on wages prices,

The Democratic majority in Congress
began to espoure this point of view,
largely for the namowest sort of political
reasons, While sharing a bi-partisan
concern for the health of the capitalist
economy, the Deraocrats' immediate
motivation stemmed from their desire
to find a way to blame Nixon for
inflation and unemployment, Asa
result, the congressional Democrats
introduced and assured the passage of the
Economic Stabilisation Act of 1970,
which laid the legislative basis for the
wage freeze and successive "phases.”
Nixon signed the act, but vowed he
would never use it.

By early 1971 others were also be ginning
to Insist on the need for governmental
controls, Some important sections of the
ruling class, especially some of the
biggest bankers, began to join the chorus.
Arthur Burns, chairman of the Federal
Reserve Board, came out strongly in
favor of controls,

So before Nixon went on the air to
announce the wage ireeze on Augusi 13,
1971, the new turn in policy had been
very carefully worked out and the 1
dorinant section of the capitalist class
was in agreement on the need for 1t at

r|:~: 8§ | Ti'r'l'.l’} .

No, the wage freeze was nol the big ¥ i
surprise that many pretended 1E Was att
time, It was carefully prepa red 1o
advance and all the principal actors had
Heen well ceached, ©Of course, the

labor fakers denounced the freezeé as
ninequitable, " which it certainly "'_“T!'
But having denocunced it, they .Ildn.fr_'d
guietly: We w i1l wait out the ninely
l November 14

days to see what happens @il I

Phase 3%

June 13,1973 o
The Second F reas: There s
great problem that rightly concems
every ona of us. And thatls ...
rising prices, especialy

rising food prices.”
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when Phase [ ends. That is C,\.!Lih' what
they were expected to do,

What the NEP Was
and How It Worked

Nixon's NEP was sweeping in its provis-
ions, which included the following:

¥ A 10 per cent surchargeé on mcst

Lm poris,

¢ Non-convertibility of dollars into
gold.

¥ A 4.7 billion (843.1 billion) cut in
Federal spending.

There were other provisions, but these
three, in addition to the wage freeze,
were the most important measures. The
surcharge was an openly protecticnist
move designed to give US industry a
competitive advantage in its own home
market. It risked retaliation by other
countries. An escalating round of
retaliations could provoke an inter-
national trade war,

1971, All of these Lrgure representing
substantial losses for Américan workers .I
ipply only o those workers protected by
union contracts, Those who had no
unions — more than three-guarters of the
work-force — fared even worse,

But what about inflation? Have prices
indeed been held in check? The Boreau
of labor Startistics claims that io general
they have, In June 1972 Herbert Stein,
chairman of Nixon's council ef economic
advisers, said, "I think (the Administra-
tion) will achieve (its) 1972 goals,
increasing employment, reducing
unemployment, and significantly lower-
ing the rate of inflation. I believe we
will finally exorcise from the system the
(inflationary) demons unleashed by the
financing of the war from 1965-68."
(Monthly Labor Review, Vol 96, No.1
Januray 1973), This statement 18 reveal-
ing in that it admits that war spending
was one of the causes of inflation
(although only during the Johnson Admin-
istration, of course; not af

ook officel).
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The First Three Phases Didn't Work
Chart compares the rates of increase in consumer prices (n the six- month penod
preceding Phase 1, in August, 1971, and before the latest freeze in June, 1973,
21.5%
In 1971 - In1973
8.0 %
56% - “

4.2 % 4.1 % 3.2% 4.4 % 48% 49% 4544,

All items | Food Housing Apparel Transportation Health gnd

and upkeep recreation
Rates are computed on an annual Dasis and are seasonally
ct adjusted, except for housing and health and recreation

The objectives behind these policies
signified that a turning point in the
history of international 1:,|pil..+li:~'L
relations and of class relations 16 the US

had been reached.

How Successful
Has the NEP Been?

Initially the New Economic Policy scored
some successes from the viewpoint of the
capitalists, During the first ninety days
— Phase | — American workers were
rebbed of more than 34 billion {5.5'2'5
billion) in wages, either through denying
settlements that had already been won
or through preventing the negotiation of
new settlements comparable to the wage
increases won in the ninety days pre-
ceding the decree, The employers weré
the beneficiary.

Under Phase I1 — from November 14,
1971, until Ja nuary 11, 1973 — the rate
of wage raises fell below the pre-freeze
period, From an average increase of

8 per cent in 1971, workers' wages went
up only 6 per cent on the average in
1972, On February 26, 1973, the Labor
Department announced that first-year
wage increases in major labor contracts
(which are generally higher than these
i.il Succee -.ht.]g years) avera ng 7 pEr |:I'.‘.!I'1t
in 1972 as .'-\}n'.p_arq_‘d to 11,6 per cent 1o

A resolution of the AFL-CIO executive
council in its January 1972 meeting points
out the reasons why American workers'
wages were falling behind., It pointed out
that "about 75 per cent of the nation's
retail stores are exempt from price
controls as well as nearly 50 per cent

of all rental units,

uInterest rates were never controlled and
neither were prices of fresh foods, many
used items, life insurance premiums,
State and local taxes and the prices of
homes and loans." Some 21 per cent

of the items that are measured in the
Consumer Price Index were not subject
to control at any level,

The truth is that despite its success in.
making inroads into the living standards
of the American working class, the New
Economic Policy has not succeeded in
curbing inflation. It was this realisation
that prompted the wave of speculation
against the dollar in foreign money
markets in February that forced Nixon to
devalue the dollar for the second time
in eighteen months, How does the
inflationary picture stand?

On January 9 the Bureau of Labor Stat-
istics reported that December, the last
month of Phase [I, saw the largest
increase for a single month in whalesale

food prices since 1246, Farm prices
rose 5,2 per cent; grains soared 21.1 per
-ent — in oné m usiness Weel

d the followir - e5 i s March 3
iggpe: The overall Consumer Price Index

went up by 0.5 per cent in January,
which would make a yearly rate of
6 per cent. This compares 10 5.5

cent for 1970, the year before !

wage controls were in
yearly rate of 4,1 per cent during the six
months immediately preceding the

August 1971 [reeze,
the [astest-rising items in the index,
jumped 2.9 per cent in January while
farm prices of live-stock, poultry, €;

Food pPrices, one ol

and dairy products climbzd 10 per cen
in the six months prior to January.
last category is only begi
registered in the Consume
and new leaps forwar

umer prices can be
months ahead, But
pressures are not limit
Business Week also reports tl price ol
industrial raw materials increased by
|: TOMMICI l "-1.-' | Ll I
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1.0 million in 1971 to 81.5
 February 1973, But th
[ officially une Lo !
| steachy at P 3 1100,
these lig ¢ ve: il
) Wi I i C i y longern
cr ble i inadeguate
ol jobs 1s i.:..\.II.".::L'..! LIEC T

closer to 10 or 15 million jobless

i ! - =i - =3y
though most wWOorkers; Irom thc

Even

: ; 9
conditions ol their lives day, arc
now than

convinced that things are worsc

two vears ago, there are somc Americians
g e T -
who would disagree, The e mploying

class sees another side ol the picture that,
to them, has gotten brighter in some
respects. The American economy 1S
expanding. The Gross National Product
(toial prices of all goods and services)

has reached 1,152 trillion dollars, up
€101, 7 billion from 1971, This reflects
the inflationary spiral, but it also reflects
a "real growth™ of 6,5 per cent,

For the short run at least the capitalists
have realised unprecedented profits
during the period of wage controls, The
ruling class of this country collected
$100 billion in gross profits for the year
1972, an all-time record. Forecasis
indicate that corporate net after taxes
will still hit $52 billion,

Phase Three

Seyenteen motiths after imposing a wage
freeze, a cenfident President Nixon
announced a new step, Nixon, content
with the success of his anti-union drive
up to that date, "relaxed" the controls,
From now on the system was going to be
based on "voluntary co-operaticn'.

The main feature of the new arrange-

" ments was the establishment of guidelines

limiting wage increases to 3,5 per cent,

The change to "voluntary™ control Isn't

p.irticular%:' significant, In the case of
ices the controls were never mandatory

in practice during phases I and I, Al

Phase III indicates to the corporale price

setters is that Nixon is relying wholly

on penalising the workers to beat

inf ll::etion and that the Government Dow
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Oh, geody. This means that lettuce {5
will stay at 69 cents a pound. S e ;
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As Phase IV was coming into operalion ¢ :
in August 12, 1973 mere price rises, ¢ &
which were temporarily held up in the ' el

previous stage, took place. B

The experience of the American r.or'r-.ir;-g,f
class with Nixon's four-phase wage freeze
has clear lessons to the working class in

Australia.
yage-price Treez
— a wage freeic,

An "incomes policy" ora R |
2" mean only one thing
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“The collateral is OK, Mr Smith ~ but 3@
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By ANDREW JAMIESON

In the shadow of a pé fere pdum ©n I1.<,';|;:|n:
and price controls as well as growing
attacks on sociallists in L]u_; Victorian
ALP, the third Victorian Young Labor
conference this year was held at the =
sMelbourne Trades Hall on Scpw.mlr-c;: 29
and 30, Over 100 members of T!'lf‘l YLA
et to discuss policies and resolutions
reflecting the ma)a1 problems facing th:
labor movement today. The conference
had the largest strendance for all of 1ts
gessions comparec

The attendance figures bear !;{Irllklj:‘ig
witness to the growing rd dicallsation of
many young students and wage-earners,
In the reports preceding the main part
of the conlerence, members ol LhoE S‘IT.JEL
ive pointed out the evers EO'.-.-L:}g
membership of Young Labor in Victoria.
The main attraction Lo the YLA has
heen the radical stance taken od I EY
{ssues — abortion, industrial affairs,
foreign policy, rights ol oppressed
minorities, to name a 1ew.

execut

Although the Victorian YLA hasn't
ideas within the

Aggressive pushed its
it has

movements for sogcial change,
attracted many yOung people who are
approaching the ALP in the hope that it
can provide a radical alternative to the
present system, With more direct links
with the youth radicalisation the YLA

has often been to the left of the ALP on
many questions, despite the relative
hegemony of the right and centre {actions
within the group.

Under the growing pressures of seéctions of
the ALP for the YLA to "toe the line" of
the ALP leadership, there have been a
few in the YLA who have taken a con-
servative stance, However, many within
the YLA are looking for a socialist altern-
ative to the present ALP leadership. A
‘polarisation of forces has been taking
place within the YLA and has set the
scene at the last conference.

A leaflet distributed by members of the
Sociplist Left at the conference took note
of the increasing numbers of dissidents
within the ALP and attempted to offer
guidelines for a socialist alternative for
the YLA. Headed, Which Way for the
Y1A, the leaflet pointed out that the
¥LA can help advance socialist ideas
thropgh the instrumeént of mass action,
1 ated out that what was basically

d for the YLA was an action pro-
~ Ame, a programme that could help
mafobilise working people and their
oppressed allies towards a socialist trans-
formation of sociery.

The inevitable clash petween the con-
tending forces within the YLA reached
its climax in the second session, which
wat to be the main focus at the confer-

resolution from the president of the Vic-
torian YLA, ap aspiring right-wing
careerist, who movea tne following
motion: "That the Socialist Youth

be proscribed organisstions for YLA
members as from October 10,1973,

The arguments used for the proscription
metion centred arcund constitutional
:nﬁalmes, ;ﬂ*f*alt}- 1o the ALP and the
pposing philosophies of these groups o
the ALP platform, But in !:EE'EIE:I:: the
attack was centred on the dissident
socialists within the YLA, who dare to
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ence. It came in the form of an urgency

Alliance and the Secialist Workers League

criticise the leadership of the ALP, The
feeling for the strong attack on members
ni_t!m LA Socialist Left was amply illus-

—

wse ARO
R 1

wated by the seconder of the motion who
:'Lrt'-'~-:-:=J"1.]1.-.1 #they're" getting stronger
and we have got to stop them now OI
later, The whole thrust of the motion
wag to create a witch=hunt Jg_ain_;:a
members of the Socialist Lelt, h-'f.,
instance, red-baiting was d common
feature in right-wing speeches 10 the

An artack on thosc w ho
ews within the YLA was
motion,

conference. r
hold socialist vl
the essence of the urgéncy
Du=to the time-limit of onc hour in dis-
cussing the mokon, only three members
of the Socialist Left had the chance to
defend their positions. Andréw Jamigson
countered the attack by explaining 10 all
those present that the intentions ol _tt:-_-_
—orion were purely to stifle amy criticim
of the actions of the parliameéntary

He z2lso polnte d to the long-

leadership.
of the labor move-

standing tradition
ment to defend all radic als and socialists
and to defend the right of socialists to
actively present their views ithin the

."".LF ind the YIA.

Paul Slape, another leader of the YLA
Socialist Left, also made the point that
ithe motion can be used against anyone
who oppose the views ol the ALP
hierarchy. Bob Scates, the third SL
mémber, attacked the obyious opportun-

15m ol 1.11;: right wing.

Their attempt to oust the socialist oppos-
ition from the YLA reflects the fact that
the right is coming under increasing
pressures as a result of the heightening
conflict between big business and the
workers' moyement, These people who
seek to =uild a career in the ALP by
balancing between the interest of the
workers and the capitalists are finding
life difficult. In times of increasing
class conflict the anti-working class
nature of their actions can be more
clearly seen, Thus they need to silence
the opposition within their own organisa-
tion in order to manoeuvre more freely.

About a month before the YLA confer-
ence, the State ALP parliamentary leader
Clyde Holding, launched into a tirade
against the Socialist Left, in the ALP's
official organ in Victoria, Labor '73, He
claimed that Socialist Left supporters had

inherited the outlook of B,A. Santamaria's

"Industrial Groups” i,e,, the outlook of
the extreme right wing of the labor move-
ment in the early fifties, The centre and
right groups in the ALP have recently
begun to move actively against the SL.

Both the centre and the right factions
have stepped - their attacks on the ALP
SL at this stage, knowing the potential of
the Socialist Left to effectively rally the
ALP rank and file behind it in leading
the attachks against anti-labor activities,
such as advocacy ol the price and wage
referendum presented by Whitlam and his
Federal Caucus, Perhaps both groups saw
the opportunity to attack the SL by |
moving to expel socialists in the YLA,

The expulsion of YLA soc ialists would
have the effect of remoying an ally of
the ALP SL anc of strengthéning the
centre-right opaosition. Ken Penaluna
the State secretary of the YLA, while
not 4 member of the Socialist Left, also
defended the right of socialists to exist
in the YLA,

The 'l.'»..u'Li:':g' .L‘u the urgency resolution was

close but after a division was called for
2 g ]

the motion was defeated by a vote of

.
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" Left Makes Gains at YLA Conference

65 apainst and 54 1or, The reasons 1O

the ¢ .l'-.'}\ yvolte were soun to be II1||4:-'F:.|.-'3u'I..'-
Between 2U- 10 of those who voted for the
progcription motion lefr the hall

after the yote was [(aken.

immediately
right Wwing had mobllised

Obyviously the

hard to attemptl Lx £tack the me: :-Illlf.:" and

having lost the molion their flocl deserte
- g

them.

Other motions gcented (O the conlerence

were also of gréat unporiance. In par-
ticular the motions on Sunday morning

1 bout -.'--,l.“!'=_3|'-'=i-.". i'n‘rfi:!l.'-.l L I1Z'_”-_‘I]E',-.‘

o r__!;._' sOC1 11515 10 Lhé "'| | ....'|+

With Whitlam's anncuncément Ol the
'-.'.=-I-._:-_—;'-i.|:_:n‘ ITEETIC TIX |"|:-\.'.J-.!!_|FT'I t._li'i!'}'
week -ﬁl«|,, the debate iround economic

policy assumed great importance,

The conférence ~'-€._-‘:l!} _-_'-__-_:,'-';a.'-'l il

call of socialists within the Y LA lor
opposition to any lorm Ol Wage
restrainis, i'}-'n-."'-.-,iJ 1 debate 'rl_'k-.=3;'-_|*-.:u
yround a right-wing motion proje« ting
price contrels as a means ol combatting

inflarion.

The Socialist Left of the YLA took the
position that price controls cannal be
gffective and can only be introduced in
conjunction with a form of wage
controls, as had been evidenced in all
capitalist countries projecting similar
measures such as the USA, Britain,

and New Zealand, It was argued that
the wages are the price of labor,

The motion was carried, despite the
socialist opposition, This was not a
complete rejection of the Socialist

Left views however, Many still held
that price control was needed to hold
back big business and that they alone
were to blame for the inflationary
process, This feeling was later conveyed
in 2 motion carried oyerwhelmingly
that presented the ccncept that wage
increases should be tied to the consumer
price index formulated by the trade-
union movement.

Motions dealing with foreign policy and
related issues unfortunately were dealt
with hastily as much of the time was
spent discussing the economic policy
motions, The conference overwhelm-
ingly voted in fayor of protesting at the
French Government's decision to ban the
Ligue Communiste, French section of
the Trotskyist Fourth Intemational, It
also passed a motion expressing opposi-
tion to the right-wing military coup in
Chile, demanding the release of all
political prisoners held by the Chilean
regime and calling on the Federal Gov-
ernment to lift immigration restrictions
so that refugees from the right-wing

terror could enter this country unhindered.

A good discussion evolved around a

motion urging the YLA to take immediate

sction te demand the withdrawal of all
US and allied forces should bombing
be renewed in Indo-China, The motion
again was cammied overwhelminglys

""‘. F - I -
Conference alss voted unanimou 1‘:'

against the ]_‘-Ui!:iii;g ol Ly Chmega basEs
on Australian soil and urged the Federal
Government (O préevent any steps to
|.::""|.||"|.!:i! amy part :_':!. ['f;\'_ 11"_‘.

i

:|':.5\_||'.'5-. here 5

An Urgency resolution was moved s 11
carried défending thi rights of the Pales-
tine-Australia Solidarity Committee to
exist and o continue t« _..-_;.' gl anti-=
Fionlst material without harassment 1n
view of the préesent ant rab hysteria
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and raids being made on the A e
munity recently, Motions we:h e
presented and passed condemni -
persecution of dissident ints] ;
the Soviet Union,
speaker, whilst Supporting t
pointed out that although the
Union was headed by a rea
bureéaucracy, the fact that
of preduction in the USSR
necessitated that socialists y
the difiereénces between the USSR
capitalist states and reject
by right-wing elements to
gains made by the peoples of the Sovier J

the meyng

amy attem
attack the

SL candidates emphasised importance
of struggles ofAboﬁgim:

Union since 1917,

A further motion from the Socialist
Left expressed opposition to the role the
right wing was playing on the Stare

It urged the State executive
to assume a political role as well as its
current administrative role, By relusing
to take a responsible stance On issues
that affect the YLA, the right has been
able to limit the participation of the
YLA in the mass movement.

executive,

In the past, despite the radical and
progressive motions carried at conler-
ences, the right has been able to blog
against putting these motions into prac-
tice, Despite a strong vote for the left,
the motion was defeated.

Sexual oppression also inspired a good
deal of discussion at the conference.
Motions were carried attacking the con
cept of beauty quests because of the
degrading manner in which they portry
Motions of support for the
liberation movement and for the
repeal of all anti-homose
overwhelmingly carried.
also saw the need to camy on
actions to repeal all abortio
face of the opposition to this fron
male-dominated Federal conference.

xual laws were
Conference
supporting

[he election results for various bodies
in the YLA and ALP indicarted that the
SL had, in fact, grown from previous
conlerences,

¢ won the election o1
ident (Jenny Eastwood) two
of five to ALP State coulis
'_nf.':il.'il- I..‘. rlk']J.'L""u'-

ane out of twao

SL represeéntative
vice-pres
positions oul
cil in conjeréncc
Jamieson, Bob Scates),
[ asitions 10f ALP State .;~_1||I|L.'i| in
£PLR 10N {ﬂ_‘lb Scates) and one
osition out of four for
Australian Y ou
{Andrew Jamieson),
indidate narrowly !
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Campaign
Newspaper Qut

BY HELEN WEAVER

The Women's A bortion Action Campaign
has just puh]iﬁhcd the first issue of a new
newspaper, Right to Choose! This
eight-page paper is a step towards
bringing this issue to the fore and helping
(o organise a mass ca mpaign for the

right of all women to abortion and freely
available, safe contraceptives. The
editorial of the paper states that the
WAAC stands for "complete repeal of

\ 411 laws concerning abortion, rather than

merely reform of the present laws, ™
WAAC aims to work toward this end
through organising demonstrations,
public meetings and all kinds of educa-
tional activities to raise people's con-
scionsness and build a mass movement
capable of winning these demands.,

Right to Choose gives a comprehensive
account of both national and internation-
al developinents in the worldwide
struggle for abortion and contraception
over the past few months, The paper
shows very clearly just how strong the
abortion movement is becoming, not
only overseas, but also in A ustralia.

The feature article, Women's Rights

vs Catholic Dogma, sets out a graphic
analysis of the Church's attitude to
women, ia its recognition of only two
types of women — VIrgins and mothers,
and the history of the struggle of women
against its vicious patriarchal doctrines,

This article also gives a particularly
good explanation of why the Church
maintains its oppressive  stance in
regard to women tracing its history as a

powerful institution,

paign for abortion the oenly people who
can ultimately be relied upon to cammy
through the struggle are women, It is
the collective efforts of womeén who
will bring about changes a nd not the
"good nature of politicians,™ It further

stresses that it is only a campalgn that
reaches out for the _x'lii-p_n{ and il!"\-@l‘l..'!.‘-
ment of masses of women that ¢an
Aichicve succe - Only a ¢ ||':'|l-.|'i-:~l| ol
this type can hope 10 break down the
myths and predjudices which surround
the issue of -i-_.ult-.nl. v ndd 11!q!it the
cactionary 1orce i thils ‘--""._'-il'k".":l'r who
wish to for -iblv tie women to child-
bedarin

SR LT Y |

Conference held in Wellington,
Zealand over July 14-15 is covered in
The opening speech

made by Kay Goodger, the conference
convener and quoted in part, stressed

the importance of the abortion campaign
and its historical significance,
fought for and won the right to vote,
their right to make their own decisions at
the polls, The forces against them
claimed that women were incapable ©
making rational decisions, that women's
minds are governed by their emotions
and their biclogy.
for contraception for the right to control
their fertility as best they could under
prevailing medical conditions.
forcesagainst them said that women were
not fit to make their
time over whether or not to prévent

They said this was inter-
ference in God's decisions and they set
up laws to deny contraception to women,
laws which still exist in some countries.

some detail.

ecisions this

conception.

nWomen are leading the fight for legal
abortion, for the right to choose W
or not an accidental p
These forces are again SAying
are the last who should be permitiec

They will sometimes, 1L

regnancy should

continue,

to decide,
pushed to the limit,
ernments, churches, psyc
todies of men 10
will agree 10 ]

for themselves, "

Reporis of the demonsira
yround Aust ralia on June 30,
on the history ol the

contraceplion

of the glide show
struggle for sex gduc
and abortion in the United States,
WAAC is currently hiring out 1o

interested groups,
interesting bits of news

a nd a l.'l."].'_i
and information

Right to Choose stresses that in the cam-
d in the paper.

ire also conlaine
The WAAC hope 10 | roduce this paper
four to six weeks and hope 1
and interesting as

become more topical
sroyviding a thorough

time gocs on, |
COVENLEE of the a
ind overseas.

bortion movemenl iR

The paper is lod to raise funds for

the on-geing ©a mpaign el is also secn

yching out 1o women
with the concept ol
Subscriptions
10 issues including posiage
stained by

PO Brickfield Hill,

d may be ©

writing to Box ] 176,

Child Care

The need for government-financed
child care centres is an ever pressing
need for parents and particularly
women on whom the task of child-
minding traditionally falls, Itis
especially important for single
mothers who have to work to support
their children. In many cases these
women can only get lower paid jobs
which barely keep them above the
poverty line, Even if private centres
were adequate, which they aren't,
most people could not afford the high
costs inyolyed, What Is really
needed is the government to both
run and finance such centres at no
cost to the people who use them,

In New York earlier this year 2000
men, women and children, mostly
black and Puerto Rican, demonstrated
1gainst proposed cuts to child care
funds by the Nixon Administration.
These cuts would have made most
women ineligible for amy aid in this
area. Most of the women could not

possibly afford to pay the full cost
of child care even when working.
Another demonstration in New York
4t this time was of such size that it
blocked ope of the main bridges

hampering traffic for seve ral hours.

In Chicago, similar demonstrafions
were held zt the time and 750 people

demonstraded outside of the Ciy

Cenire there,

The provision of free child care is
more urgent than wages for house -
wiyes to stay and mind their children
at home, for itallows the women the
freedom to pursue other occupalions,

Black Women in US

vBlack women have suffered cruelly
in this society from living the phen
omenon of being black and female,
, country that is both racist and
sexist. There has been very little
real examination of the damage it

1 the lives and in the

o nicn
W NICch,

Thus states the manifesto of the
recently formed National Black

Feminist Organisation which held
its second public meeting on Sep-

tember 19 in New York City.

"It has been hard for blach womeén
to emerge from the myriad of
distorted images that haye portrayea
us as grinning Beulahs, castrating

5 l*ph:ln.‘:. and pancake box Jemimahs,

As black feminists
need to establish ourselves as
nt black feminist organis-
ition, " the statement explains,

The 125 women who participated in
the September 19 meeting announced
plans for an Eastern Region Confer-
ence of Black Women,

A number of workshops relevant to
the oppression of black women will
be featured at the conference,

These include Black Women and the
Labor I'-G'Tn.jtl Women's Liberation
and the Black Liberation Movement,
ind Black Women and the 5tn
for Child Care. 2

Abortion
in Norther

Territory
ithortion 1ot he
¥ 'I"" L been h';.' =':_1"

1e prsent 1aws

n October 8,

have been involunt

81 = Pl
;

I":'”I-I"l-\:I 10T 'l."_'il_:'...._-"'i. L+ &1

for easily available abortions,
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sénding ol A st 1 nady
1S war effort in South Vietnam,

and Amus wert together two of the
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malnstays of Liber .
wl sixties, F:i_:!

prl:rlin:':I in the 19508
times have changed.

The war in II!‘;I.L.'HCI]H'I: was ].'_'[b.l}
regponsible lo thase changes, The
Vietnamese fighters held off the
imperialist onslaught, and weakened the
ability of the US war makers 1o interyene
militarily in Asia without thought of the
consequences, The solid Cold War
alliance to roll back the Vietnamese,
Korean and Chinese workers' states was
brought into guestion.

S0, as an openly militarist treaty, Seato
was increasingly undermined during the
19605 and early seventies. New tactics
of counter-revolution had ro be found.
The Australian Foreign Affairs spokesman
went on 1o print out these new taclics.
"The reforms are likely to affect the size
of the secretariat, and the military plan-
ning office will be united with the
civilian secretariat,™ The spokesman
said the Seato secretariat would no
longer be involved in the preparation
nof elaborate military plans,”

“The secretariat will transfer its atten-
tion from the containment of China

and will in future concentrate on security
and economic development of member
countries, " h2 said.

The aim of Seiato would be to strengthen
countries so that they couid take a
greater responsibility {or handling
internal subversive movements. BY RENFREY CLARKE tally since the bombing halt in August
GRUNK, the left-wing coalition
nominally led by Pringe Sihanouk, con-
tinues to control most of the countryside

Despite some heavy fighting, and a
recent offensive which has once again
brought Phnom Penh under virtual siege, and population, The major cities,

the position of the revolutionary forces swollen with refugees, are still occupied
- . L L i - o LR : o o U F ) .

in Cambodia has not changed fundamen- by troops of the Lon Nol regime. Some

The spokesman said this was in line with
the Nixon doctrine and the thrust of
Australia’s foreign policy,

This is certainly putting it on the line as
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Detente Affects Cambodian Struggle
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The proposals — which originally came
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one of the most intransigent milit ;
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Now that Peking and Moscow have both
given their assurances of "peaceful co-
existence", it is the domeastic revolutios
ary movements who are the real dange
to these reactionary regimes, Once
again, the Whitlam Government has
demonstrated by its refusal to cut aH
ties with Seato and other imperialist
alliances its idea of internationalism
not in the interests of the oppressed
working peoples of South East Asia; but
in support of their oppressors,

of the reasons for the "mayor of Phnom
Penh" enduring so long are explained is
the latest pronouncements of Sihanouk,

According to Sihanouk, reporied the
October 1 Melbourne Age, the North
Vietnamese have ceased 1O transport
military supplies from China into Cam-
bodia, Also, the willingness of the
Chinese leadership to grant such supplies
to the Khmer Rouge seems 1o have
lessened, An assault on Kompong Cham,
for instance, has been pre vented [rom
taking place by lack of ammuniti®ts

One explanation advanced for this lapse
is that the Vietnamese are areparing fon
2 major assault on the Thieu forces,
sufficient to divert all available

materiels away rom Cambodia, It
can be seen why the Vietuamese should
believe that the fall ol Blinom F‘cnhl
would not significantly improve their
chances, and that a full-scale attack on
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forces and to the

Permit e, on this solemn occ 1sion. ..
o volce our people's thanks to the armed
Carabineer Corps (riot

police), which abide by the constitution

and the rule of law."

(Salvador Allende

speaking at his inauguration as President
of Chile in November 1970),

From the very beginning of his presidency
Calvador Allende placed his fate in the
hands of the military high command,
which he thanked for allowing him to
take office, The struggles of the workers
and poor strata that brought him to power
were not mentioned,

In order to get the votes of the Christlan
Democratic parliamentary bloc, which
he needed in order to be confirmed as
President-elect, Allende signed an
agreement pledging that his regime would
leave the military and police intact.

[he size of the armed seérviceés wag not 10

be altered, nor amy officers appointed
who had not passed through the official
academies, that 15, whiO wWere not

certified products of the bourgeois

military machine,
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could play the essential arbiter's role.

Some months belore the UP' s victory

in the 1970 presidential elections,

neral secretary Luis
Corvalan :'EL‘E'L-.'-EL'-J.
proposals to arm the masses as being
1"-.".,]!.!!11-]!'.'?][ to showing distrust in the
armiy”, which, he claimed was "not

invulperable to the new winds blowing

Communist Party ge

taid that his party

in Latin America and penetrating every-
(See the January 1, 1970, issue

where, "
of Drapcau Rouge, the organ of the
Belgian CP,)

Corvalan's confidence, moOreover,

remaioed unshaken,

Chile Hoy,
\ries) are claiming that we have an
orientation of replacing the professional

army.

we continue and will continue
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Allende Arms
the Executioners

The UP Government had an opportunity
v its faith in the armed forces,

L i'-i_‘b
When the aavy high command cracked
Jdown on enlisted men and petty officers

2 J,I Sty

would not obey orders
Government,
in support of military discipline
some bourgeois journalists felt that this

In a speech quoted
in the July 31 issue of the pro-UP weekly
he said: “They (the reaction-

» support keeping our armed institutions

who were overheard saving that they

ving
1o overthrow the
Allende came down hard

r_,".':.‘. |
put him in a strange position,

For example, the September 11 sue of
the Paris daily Le Monde published a
dispatch from Pierre Kalfon in Santiago:
"ot least ironic in this affalr ks that it
i5 Allende himsell who has demaaded
this progsecution (of those accused of
ingpiring insubordination in the navy),

50, we have come to the paradox that

for encouraging the loyalty of the sailors
who refused 1o rebel against the regime
1 . I 1 '
political leaders defending respect for the
Constitution are being prosecuted by the
President of the republic on behalf of
putschist officers,

minimum sentence of téen years in prison, ™

ind they face a

As {or the naval officers, they weré not
interested in any legal niceties, "The
So cialist P i]'f‘:rl i :"I<] nised a debate in the
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s1lende. HKalfon wrote:

"ln the evening of September Fa
military search operation (carried out by
the troops of the air force) in a W orking-
ass suburb of Santiago gave a loretaste
.e kind of confrontation that could
ccur in Chile if the army decides to
move on a large scale against the
factories occupled by the workers.
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nhfost of these factories are in what they
call here the 'industrial belts' (cordones
industriales), that ls, the urban zones
where a rather serious organisation co-
ordinates the mobilisation of the WOrkers
with that of the inhabitants of the poor
neighborhoods, The air force claims
that it did not try to go into the Sumar

lant, an important textile lactory. But
the factory guard seems LO have been
wounded precisely for opposing the entry
of the soldiers.

#The fact is that after a few minutes a
heavy crossiire sta rted up between the
workers in the factory and the military.
The troops who had blocked off the
district found themsglves .ﬂurwunqeLt in
turn by a crowd of militants coming 1o
the rescue of the workers. Rather than
le that threatened o

continue a batt
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hecome bloody, the military opted for
retreat. "

After consulting with the heads of the
armed services, Allende decided that it

was a wiser course not to go to the factory

himself to see what happened. He was
in @ very difficult position,

The Generals
‘Enforce the Law’

's report continued: "As the
::;:lf:; ;mcgsﬂ— essentially the air and
naval arms — have proceeded to carry
out the searches authorised by the 'arms
control law' (passed in October by the
yotes of the bourgeois opposilion l‘n
Parliament; the UP deputies abstained
and Allénde did not veto it), many
supporters of the Unidad Popular are
coming to wonder if the June 29 coup
was as much of a failure as balieved.
Since that day, in fact, the army seems
to haye been progressively dropping the
neutrality that was its pride and has hﬂ_cn
choosing to launch its 'mop up' operations
against worker and peasant areas rather
than among the bourgeoisie, which,
nonetheless, does not make any bones
about the fact that it is ready to 'go the
limit' to overthrow President Allende.”

In the September 13 Le Monde, Nieder-
gang wrote: "In recent days confrontat-
jons, often armed, have been multiply-
ing in this city between workers and
military patrols searching for arms held
by civilians. One would have expected
that the arms control law would have

rmitted an effective struggle against
the authors of the terrorist attacks. In the
last few weeks, more than five hundred
attacks atiributed, not without grounds,
to the far-right Fatherland and Freedom
movement have destroyed roads, aqued-
pcts, high-tension towers, factories,
and agricultural installations.

1]t was obvious that the heads of the
armed forces were seeking first to elim-
inate the 'workers self-defence groups'
and dismantle the armed networks set up
in the shantytowns and in certain big
state-controlled factories by Miguel
Enriquez's MIR and by the Socialists who
follow Carlos Altamirano, "

The fact was that under the cover of the

~ legality of the Allende Government itself,
~ the military still being so desperately
courted by the head of the class-collab-
orationist coalition had already begun

a coup designed to cruwsh the essential
‘support for his regime,

_ The workers had not armed in response

1o calls by any left-wing party. To

whatever extent they had armed, they
had done to essentially in response to the
escalating violent attacks by the bour-
‘geoisie on the key points of the economy

~ and on the most militant sectors of the

workers movement. Although the MIR,
& very small party, had ralsed a number
of correct demands for mobilising the
workers to take direct contrel of the
economy and, unlike the UP parties, had
‘warned about the putschist intentions of

~ the military, it never concentrated on
- the need for arming the workers. Its

- formulations in this regard were vague
- and timid at best.

- And as for Altamirano, unless he changed

' »  his attitude
his mind at the last minuté, nis

did not seem to differ very much “':'I'.n s
that of Allende and the CP. H_c mit_lm.u
his views in an interview ]Z'-l.1l'1l1:f:1'l.i'.‘1.. in
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Military search in Santiago

the August 23 issue of the Buenos Aires
weekly magazine Panorama. When asked
if the participation of the armed forces

in the Cabinet meant that they were
allied with the UP Government, he
answered:

Wt's not analliance, The armed
institutions are only offering their collab-
oration to prevent the probable consequ-
ences of a truly gravesituation., After
the defeat of the putfchists on June 29,
the right is again trying manoeuvres
designed to create a climate that w ould
encourage harebrained schemes by minor-
ities. On this occasion also , they will
fail The incorporation of the uniformed
services into Companero Allende's
Cabinet means that the entire Chilean
people stand united against the reaction-
aries," The August 30 issue of Panorama
described Altamirano's programme as
"EMA-Trabajadores, " that is, an alliance
between the armed services and the
workers,

The rightists in and out of the armed
forces were, of course, not concerned
with any "consequences," In early
September a leader of the bourgeois
oppasition was openly saying, according
to Marcel Niedergang in the Setpember 13
Le Monde: "If we have to destroy the
country to save it, if we have to kill
20,000 Chileans, we'll do it." But
presumably the military chiefs appreciated
Altamirano's confidence in their determ-
ination to ayoid "a truly grave situation,"
Such expressions greatly bolstered their
political position.

A Class Collaborationist
to the End

If Altamirano became more sceptical at
least of the intentions of the military,

Niedergang stressed that ,‘I.l'hlcndu "re-
malined an optimist to the bitter end,
Only a few hours bL‘lL!fU the military
uprising on Tuesday {M'I'-tmnimr. 11), he
declared smiling to the journalists who
were interviewing him in the corridors of
the presidential palace: 'We are soon
going to get over this crisis, '

"To the leaders of the political parties
belonging to the ruling Unidad I‘oiuular
coalition, he declared emphatically:
'We are going to seek a dialogue with the
forces of the oppgsition. This is the only
solution,' But only a few Radicals
(liberals) and Communist Party members,
knowing only too well what they would
lose with the establishment of a new
military government, even a temporary
one, supported him in this desperate

and pathetic offer of a dialogue involving
concessions so great that if it were
achieved it would have condemned to
death the experiment initiated in Novem-
ber 1970. "

By September 11 Allende was leaning
almost exclusively on the Communist
Party, which was described in Le Monde's
editorial September 13 as one of his
greatest assets in his programme of
"peaceful social change. " It was "...

a Communist Party strictly faithful to the
Soyiet Union and one that throughout the
forty difficult years of its history has
rarely been found wanting in moderation. "

By the second week of September,
Allende's "peaceful road to socialism"
was obyiously running inte deep water.
All forms of the bourgeoisie's resistance
to the reforms of his regime were con-
converging.

The shortages caused by the economic
sabotage of the native bourgeoisie and the
imperialists, as well as the Government's
indecisiveness and bureaucratisin, were
reaching catastrophic proportions, Supply
was hampered by a prolonged strike of
truck owners determined to bring the
Government down, Finally the delivery
of wheat to Santiago ~as cut off
altogether by rightist terrorist attacks,
Allende was forced to admit on Septem-
ber 7 that only a "three or four days'
supply of flour remained."

Large sections of the petty bourgeoisie,
driven into a frenzy by the malfunction-
ing of an economy tom by a class
struggle that Allende would not lead

but was increasingly unable to contain,
were mobilised by the right in wave after
wave of attacks on the regime.

On September 5, about 150,000 middle-
class women gathered in front of the
Catholic University and called on Allende
to "resign or commit suicide. " This was
the only way, they chanted, to avoid
civil war. Fascist commandos were active
in the demonstration,

In the Parliament, the September 7 issue
of the Buenos Aires daily La Opinion
reported, "the Christian Democrats, lean-
ing more and more to the right, proposed
removing, on the charge of violating the
Constitution, ministers who do not respect
the laws of the country,

"Once again, then, the Christian Demo-
crats and Nationalists, or the centre and
right, are united in opposition to
Allende, after a period in which the
Christian Democracy had modified its

%3 Jl!i'll.J- L-L':._l Lil._‘lu'-'S- Gustavo Le lgh. Pinochet,
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leaders of the Christian De
voted for ousting the ngmt:lmhy

For some time — another g
class polarisation was rea{:hﬁ:‘

point — the advocates of patlEnnc:u:;h

bourgeois side had been with
the scene, As in the period g?:u[“h
var in Russia, the most ruthles [hdﬂ
f the reaction were coming to lhtﬁ

\llende's last bridge to the mij
cut on August 27 when Admipa]it"r"‘

resigned from the Cabinet and from i
post as head of the navy, The naval
officer corps would accept no repl;
ment but Admiral Torlbio Merino =
well-known rightist. At the Hme,t:m
in the main bourgeois party — the 1
Christian Democrats — the map who
ordered the massacre of the striki J
copper miners in the late 1960s way |
taking firm control.

"Could Salvador Allende

unaware, " Niedergang asﬁ?izﬂﬁg
September 13 article, "that the real
leader of the opposition, Eduardo Frei
the former chief of state and now
president of the Senate, was no longs
bothering to conceal that he saw HE
only récourseé a resort to arms?."

But Allende continued to proclaim:
"There will be no coup d'etat and we
will avoid civil war." As a solution to
the conflict, he offered a plebiscite to
determine the will of the majority of
the Chilean people, a proposal that
under the circumstances was rather
reminiscent of the CP-sponsored petitios
against civil war launched some time
ago.

Bitter Early-Morning
Awakening

Very rapidly, the time came when the
reality of class society could no longer
be denied.

On September 11, in the early mornisg
hours, the navy seized the port of Val-
paraiso. At 7.00am, according to the
September 13 Le Monde, Argentine
radio monitored a broadcast proclaimisg
that a military junta had replaced the
Allende Government, The new regime
was headed by General Augusto Pinochet
of the army, whom Allende had a ppaintes
commander in chief only a few weeks
bafore; General Gustayo Leigh, commat
der of the air force; Jose Toribio Medim,
the commander of the navy; and Cesr
Mendoza, head of the Carabineros, In
short, all those forces that Allende had
praised at his inauguration for allowing
him to take power had now risen up t@
take it from him,

Some 3000 persons were arrested in Val-
paraiso alone, according [0 the
September 13 issue of the Buenos Alres
daily La Razon, They were imprisoned
on warships in the harbor. That is,
according to this report, the navy s€
almost one per cent of the entire pop=
ulation of the port city.

Thus, it seems, if the report is not

exaggerated, that the commanders of L
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{leet must have moved with a ruthlessness
unFrEl:EdentEd In Chilean history to se
restore "discipline® among the ranks of
the pro-UP sailors and navy yard workers
who had already been abandoned to
reactionary persecution by the Govern-
ment they sought to defend,

At 7.15am, the military gave the Cara-
bineros guarding the presidential palace

a few minutes to évacuate the area,
Meanwhile, Allende, who had apparently
just been informed of the coup, rushed

to the palace from his home. According

to the September 12 issue of the Buenos
Alres daily Clarin, the UP Goyernment
had been expecting a coup for ten days,
that is approximately since the résignat-
{on of Admiral Montero, So, even

when it knew that a coup was coming, it
allowed the putschist officers in the navy
to crucify its supporters and turned a key
television station over to a bougeoisie
obylously intent on overthrowing the
Goyernment by violence,

Furthermore, the MIR had Issued a state-
ment giving the general scenario of the
coup, as a report in the September 8

La Opinion showed. The upiising was
decided on in late August. All that was
left to be determined was whether it
would install a new civilian government
or an open military dictatorship. The
Christian Democrats favored the former,
the Nationalists the latter, Probably the
actual events would have to show which
alternative was most realistic for the

bourgeoisie,

At 7.50 Allende went on the air to reject
the junta's demand for his resignation,
Apparently he had not been immediately
informed of the naval putsch in Valpar-
aiso. At 7.57, he went on the air again,
announcing that "a small group of naval
officers" had taken over the port city.
He called on the workers to mobilise to
defend the Government. As he launched
his appeal, aircraft bumed the palace.

At 8,10 the right-wing stations as well

15 those seized by the military broadcast
an ultimatum to the pro-Government
stations to go off the air or face bombard-
ment from the air and ground. Allende
managed to make a second aspeal to the
workers, but by 9,30, the military was in
complete control of the airwaves, The
government radio went silent after a briel
air attack on the palace. Apparently

the putschists had been able to seize

most of the country's radio and television
installations in the first minutes of the
coup.

At 11.00am the junta warned that aoyone
committing acts of "sabotage" would get
the "maximum penalty." At 11,30, the
Communist Party broadcast over an
unidentified radio that the "Chilean
masses are prepared to make the supreme
effort to defeat the armed forces that
have risen up against the Government. "
A few minutes later, military radio
announced that the Communist Party
headquarters in Santiago and Valparaiso
had been "searched". The CP offices,
like those of all the left parties and
publications, were sacked.

At 12,30 military aircraft and tanks
began usmbarding the presidential ;
palace, A dispatch in the September 12
New York Spanish-language daily

El Diario claimed that Allende's appeals
for support from the people had been in
vain;

1 .

Striking workers in Santiago

“Control of the communications media
Was an Important factor in the Chilean
rebellion, with the military taking full

advantage of it. Transmitters favorable
10 the Government were silenced and the

airwaves were filled the
of the milltary, * G i g

Scattered Resistance

The September 12 Clarin re ed that
the "network loyal to the G:r’er;nmcni"
was silenced by straffing from the air,
But it lﬂid that an hour after Allende's
appeal "a great movement of people was
observed on the principal anet]::s?"
Civilians were reportedly blocked from
reaching the centre of the city by a
military cordon,

By early afternoon, the ANSA wire
service reported from Santiago that
"heavy gunfire was heard in the centre

of the city, where fighting was in progress
between snipers and army units trying to
dislodge them from the buildings where
they had taken up positions,

“In the meantime, a station supporting
the Government that did not yield to the
ultimatum to cease broadcasting was
bombed, Civilian casualties are said to

have occurred as a result of the bombing. "

A September 12 UPI dispatch from
Santiago reported:

"Indoctrinated and heavily armed Marxist
snipers are still persisting in 2 completely
suicidal attitede, refusing to obey the
peremptory warnings of the chiefs of the
ruling junta that they will be shot if they
do not cease, "

It is still not clear how much of the
shooting and bombing in Santiago
actually had a military objective and
how much was intended to intimidate

the population. According to Clarin,
Allende was left without any support {rom
the official armed forces.. "Allende
found that the only ones who obeyed his
orders were a small para-police group,
the GAP (Grupo de Amigos — Group of
Friends, ex-guerrillas, who, alter oppos-
ing participation in the elections that
brought Allende to power, pledged to
defend his Government), They went oul
in the street carrying machine guns and
small arms but were rapidly cut down
after a brief burst of fire.”

The armed forces were obviously taking
no chances in the centre city area.

UPI correspondent Steve Yolen wrote

in a dispatch printed in the September 13
issue of Los Andes, a daily published in
Mendoza, not far across the Argentine
borders "I have just gone through the six
longest hours of my life. There were
times when I thought they weuld be the

last.

nThe office has been completely
destroyed by the impact of at least 400
bullets of all calibers.

"At ope point there were s0 many bullets
that the office was filled with dust and
pieces of plaster, so that we couldn't
see from one end to the other.

"Rut this was nothing in comparison to
the fifteen munutes when the presidential
alace. which is a little more than a
Elnfk {rom our offices, was bombarded.
Air force planes flew over us and dropped

their bombs. 1 counted up to twenty
heavy bomb blaas. ..

“Every time one of us got up the courage
to look outside, the soldiers fired."

The shooting continued on into the night
and became even more violent in the
industrial suburbs and nelghborhoods
"MNo official version of these confronta-
tions has been issued,” La Razon
reported, “But persons connected with
the UP have described these armed
clashes as being in fact "massacres'.”

Forty-f{ive bombs were dropped on the
presidential palace, according to Clarin,
of which seventeen were on target.
Everyone in the palace had to take
refuge in the cellar, Shortly after the
first attack, the building was bombed
again and machire-gunned.

"After these two air assaults, infantry
troops stationed in the area around

La Moneda since 9.10, backed up by
tanks and armored cars, launched an
attack on the palace. They encountered
no resistance except from the GAP.
However, the resisters took up positions
inside and — at first — were able to
hold off the attacks. At 4,10 the junta
issued a communique saying that it had
also bombed Allende's home on Thomas
Mcoore Street and that if La Moneda was
not evacuated, they would launch an
all-out assault. An hour later, the Junta

.
LI

land, without hatreds, without divisions,
and without resentments. The conquests

that the people have achieved will be
zealously maintained, "

The junta also promised that "constitut-
ional order” would be restored "as soon

as possible and after a few problems have
been solved. "

Then came the festivities: "When the
President's surrender was reported, small
groups gathered in the area to lead dem-
onstrations supporting the position of the
armed forces, singing the national anthem
and dancing Chilean folk dances, "

The Compromiser
Is Eliminated

It was only after this solemn declaration
of principles was broadcast and the care-
fully planned demonstrations of popular
Joy had begun that the military-controlled
radio announced the death of President
Allende. It was reported that he and his
press secretary Augusto Olivares had been
found dead in the building, where, it
was claimed, they had committed
suicide, Both were supposed to have shot
themselves in the chest,

The only non-military witness was Juan
Enrique Lira, the chief photographer of
El Mercurio, a rightist daily, who was
taken to see the President's body.

Militar broadcast an anpouncement that
President Allende had decided 1o surmen-
der the palace and had asked a five-
minute cease-fire to inform the
defenders.

“The Junta Militar refused the request on
the grounds that some snipers were shoot-
ing at the troops from nearby buildings
and they demanded an immediate
surrender. Seconds later it was officially
reported that Allende had surrendered

La Moneda."

Immediately after this anoouncement,
the junta issued a statement of its

~ Uprinciples”: "We want to restore Chile

to her proper place as a free and sover-
eign nation. We want o prévent any
sinister dictatorship from being imposed
on our fatherland. We Chileans must
begin a hard and strenuous struggle to
restore normalcy to our betrayed father-

[ e
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Nationalised Ford assembly plant

According to this dubious source, Allende
shot himself in the mouth and his body
was lying on the sofa of the palace dining
room,. The weapon was supposed to have
been an automatic carbine, a present
from Fidel Castro,

Allende's wife told pewsmen in the
Mexican Embassy, where she took refuge,
that she believed her husband took his
own life. But she was not with him when
he died and was not allowed to see the
body. On the other hand, the Chilean
ambassador to London told the press that
the President had assured him that he
would not commit suicide under amy
circumstances.

There are precedents in Latin American
history for such a suicide. The Brazilian
populist dictator Getulio Vargas tried,
like Allende, to balance between the
pressure of the masses and imperialism in
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a shorter working wee
for about ten years,
the cutput of ele . :
with fewer men being employed in the
actual generation of power, due to
increasing automation,

NSW Campaign
for 35 Hour Week

BY FRANS TIMMERMAN

i | f P 1 e king
Power workers in N3W have been seeking

+k in the industry
During that time,
ctricity has doubled,

The current strategy of both thc_Lnb-’.lr
Council of NSW and the Australian
Council of Trade Unions is to call
the achievement of the 35-hour wetk

T
()}

L

| | 3-howr

first of all in those industries with the

highest growth in productivity. Clearly
the power industry falls into this

category.

Already, some 3500 out of the 8000
workers employed by the Electricity
Commission of NSW enjoy a 35-hour
week, but this has been denied to the
men who actually produce and distribute
the electricity., However, two years

of negotiating with the commission and
the NSW Government have proved
fruitless,

Actions last June by the unions involyved
in the campaign to restrict the amount
of available power were suspended in
favor of an offer by Premier Askin to
refer the matter back to the NSW
Industrial Commission, which had
previously ruled against the granting of
the 35-hour week,

The recommendation to accept Askin's
-offér was a serious €rror on the part of
the union leadership in view of the fact
that the commission was unlikely to
réverse its earlier decision, Worse still,

the decision 1o take up the Premier's offer

offer was taken at a time when he was
on the defensive., Askin had been

exposed as having introduced unnecessary

PUWeEr cuts in order 1o confuse the public
and divide the working class,

Predictably, the Industrial Commission
stood by its previous decision, and the
power workers were forced 10 resume
industrial action in support of their
demands. Askin has once again wed
the same tactics, This time the unions'
campaign is belng run by the 35-how
week committee, which is composed of
delegates from each job site,

On Monday, October 8, a mecting of
d;)%am}:ﬂwas held in the Sydney
rades Hall, The meeting decided
that the ACTU should be asked tc:.
for 35-hous-week applications to be

B a1 on behalf of electri
= city workers
B tﬁd&.ﬂaml awards in "\.’iu:tfr:r}ri,:, Iﬂu;h

Awtralia and Tasmania, The intention

A was that the ACTU &
] of Fﬂd&ml unions in
o consider applyin
wealth Arbitra tl‘{;u
week,

the power industry
to the Common-
E'mmiﬁiﬂn iﬂ‘r a

hould call a meeting

he deleg

Federal Government 1o 1l LT Ll

tes also decided 10

P . B
Lh'l\_"-‘=i!.-"|-.':1'-_-L‘..!{F- Public Servict t---'l:- L
- il L c workers
ranl a 35=hour wecl [or powi rke
in the Snowy Mountalins /A ul HOT1DY I

the Northern Territory.

Pat Hills'

State Opposition Leader s
WOTHEIS should

recommendation that the |
end their Ii'lxiﬂl’.l[.!-l! action 1.'!t|.‘.'"~r o
influence the delegates. Hills' state-
|'I'!'."‘:"I:E_1
press, is particularly treacherous,
lies that the
.iJlJ

Since
A = -

it gives credence to Askin's

power restrictions are both necessary

caused by the unions,

As a Labor leader, Hills should have

supported the actions of the unions and

which was hailed }T‘; the c :lﬁtl.'.!i-f-l

(0 achieve

at Radio
Technicians S

BY MAURIE COOPER

trike

|

at Sydney's Mascot Airport has forced the
Department of Civil Aviation to
effectively close the airport and isolate
Sydney from incoming and outgoing
national international flights,

The 60 technicians, members of the

Professional Radic Employees Institute
(PREI) arc

i ereases ranging from 12 to 19 per cent

striking in support of wage

|~.'|.~'il,'>' with clerical officers

denounced Asken's phoney claims., The
working class is far more likely to listen
to Hills than to Askin, Hence Hills'
statement will widen divisions in the

working class and undermine the struggle

of the power workers,

Now more than ever is the time for
Labor leaders to fight,
County Councils, State Labor govern-

ments and the Federal Government must

all grant the 35- hour week immediately

to their power workers.,

HREA Strike at
Sydney University

BY IAN GORDON

As a result of the University of Sydney
administration's refusal to rensgotiate
conditions with the General and Tech-

nical branch of the Health and Research

Employees Association a one-day stop-
page was called for Wednesday Oclt-
ober 3. (The General and Technical
branch of the HREA covers laboraton
assistants, technical officers, cleaners
and garbage men),

The HREA was joined in this strike by
the members of the Builders Labourers'

Federation, Electrical Trades Union and

Plumbers and Gasfitters' Union on
Sydney University. A telegram of

support was also sent by the students who

took p13C£' in the j_‘l!'l'i..!ﬂ:.l.‘i‘ﬁv}' ':li.-i"rlﬂx.'.

The action was taken after considerable
praovocation [rom the Univer ity admin-

istration,

Cl_‘uld'll,i'_"‘:‘.: iTe

renegotiated every year and have nol

meant 1o bi

been for the last three years. The

H]:'-E:*': also has a wage claim for a 17 per
ceént increase apd has presented the
.H'J.H'ilull'_li'.‘.li.ull. vith a dermand for a 13
pPer cent interim rise, The results of
stoppage, however, are as yet not cle

dmange

The administration has made threats
i"—'['\-:l.il;'l.f PEmanent cleaners with
coniract \,'EL' iNers, ,X_F.Hl"‘:_:;-!:_ this i
not likely to be carried out it should

not be taken lightly and any attemp!

c'_:ll“:' oul .'ll“*f r-]'”-‘-:--:[ should be met 'I..': | §

united and militant action by all
unii.w.-n;'il.j.- WOrkers,

Labor-controlled

common method of intimidarion and is

j
l‘- 7 3

ar gﬁl" ﬂ-. . ? : -
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Power workers outside union meeting

in the Commonwealth public service,

The role of the Public Service Board in
determining the salaries of its employees
is well known: their support and preferen-
tial treatment for clerical and admin-
istrative officers over technical and
physical grade workers has been clearly
illustrated in the last few months,

In August, third-division clerks (wages

between $£5-10 thousand approx) received

a 12 per cent increase, and second
division officers ($12,000 +) received
16 per cent, Physical grades, transport
workers, technicians, draftsmen, eic,
met in conference last weekend with
the board for a wage increase
excluded from this conference, their
attendance having been invited by the

board on the condition of an immediate

return to work,

After the conference, increases of 10 per

cent were offered to the technical

drafting grades, 8 per cent to the trans-

port workers and a meagre
the |‘-|';'}"_1'IL_.|_] work Ir,;r..x‘-a g within the

The H'n.']'l.l'-]n_'l ing SIrugg
j"'.‘irll.l-‘i“j' ili.j.ﬂ'|'|l-,;hl; the board's role in

seérvice, L e
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A month-long strike by radio techniclans

. Signific-
antly the striking radio technicians were

- i-".J. cent to

members would be better off under 5
bosses', and not a Labor EOVernment
L]

With inflation raging, the 10 per cent
increase offered to the technicians
represents no increase at all in the bu,ei;ng
power of their wage. Nothing but the
demanded 19 per cent now, and an
cscalator clause included in the subscqu.
ent award i,e,, automatic quarterly
increases to exactly compensate for the
increases in the cost of living — will
achieve the economic stabilisation al)
workers are looking for, and which
cannot be provided by fraudulent anti-
inflationary measures such as Whitlam/s
proposed "price" control,

While Labor's Transport and Civil
Aviation Minister Charles Jones claims
to be highly critical of the PREI's
previous refusals to accept wage offers
from the Public Service Board (Federal
ministers don't have any relativity with
anyone to worry ::hcul};lacking from the

issue is the big-stick industrial diplomacy
practised by the previous Liberal coalition
Government, Jones refused to advise amy
So while the coalitiaa

side to capitulate,
Government unashamedly attacked all
union and strike actions, the role of the
Labor Government to date has been to
assume a remote conciliatory position —
not to push for the victory of any side
but rather to suggest a compromise
solution, It appears that even if they

can't, or don't, want to repeal the penal

clauses, industrial policy under Labor is

aimed at pointing out that their existence

is irrelevant,
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So with the Government's unwillingness to

attempt to crush the strikes, with the
dispute likely to spread to other States,
and with the determined position of the
strikers who have watched their real
wage and relativity erode over the
years, it looks like being a long hot
summer in the passenger lounge.

On October 10 the technicians
accepted an offer by the Common-
wealth Public Service arbitrator
Taylor for wage increases up to

11 per cent and agreed to return I©
work on October 11, This was in
spite of the fact that their claims
had been for increases of between
12 and 19 per cent.

Builders Labourers’
Federation Elections

BY FRANS TIMMERMAN

The elections (O official positions 1u
the New south Wales branch ol the
Builders Labourers' Federation has

resulted in the election of the veam

which supports the
former secretary Jack Mundey

sb Pri ngh_’.

and
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palestine at ALP Federal Conference

NT

TINE FORUM: Mr Roy, we were
dellghted Lo hear of your move al the

ent ALP conference at Surfers Parad-

& Could you perhaps tell our readers

hat brought thls move about, and how

:I'id you pecome interested in the Pales-

tinlan cause?

ROY: The move was brought

A i
Pﬁ.ﬂt a¢ a result of a discussion between
$ apian delegate Tim Thorne and

m Ll
Tf,lwl[. we both felt that the existing
ua:lt{ann was Inadequate because it

jpnored the real issué: the rights of the
pa,[guini;m people, As for the second

art of yous question, 1 have alw_a-,as

been sympathetic 1o the Palestinian
cause, The Trotskylst préss, including
DIRECT ACTION has helped me clarify
on this question, It is a matter
Il oppréssed people
vhoever they are,

my views |
of supporting o
wherﬁ\rﬂr .|H*{l ¥

PﬁlLEEITIHE f‘JHU}-L Were there any
other delegate: supporting you in this
move?

ROY: The motion for "th'u rclcugnillon
of the right LO self-determination of the
palestinian people” was moved by

mysell and seconded by Tim Thorme.
gill Hartley, the Victorian Socialist Left
jctivist yvoted in favor, Sc-.-cr:_ll otheér
delegates who were s}fmpathcuc to the
substance of my motion,
Whitlam compromise amendment was
the best we could hope 1o get and
decided to support it,

PALESTINE FORUM: It has been argued
by many members of the Arab commun-
ity here that there is no difference at all
hetween the policy of the ALP and the
Liberals on the Middle East. What do
you say about that?

ROY: At this stage I would like to point
aut the real difference between the

are the political representatives of the

can never support the liberation struggle
of any oppressed people. They will
pever support Palestine, The ALF, on
the other hand, despite its consarvative
leadership, is a party based on working
people, on the trade-union movement.

force the ALP leadership to take up a

So, although the present policy of the
ALP on the Palestinian question is
inadequate — it would still be better
than the Liberals' — the potential exists
for changing the ALP's position, unlike
that of the Liberal Party.

PALESTINE FORUM: It is noted that
many progressive elements in the ALP,

port of liberation forces in Vietnam,
Rhodesia and South Africa, are hostile
1o the Palestinians and support instead a

realised that the

liberal Party and the ALP, The Liberals

Australian ruling class, and as such, they

Vietnam has shown how mass pressure can

rdical position on such important issues.

who have taken honorable stands in sup-

e
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The following interview is reprinted with
permission from the August-September
lssue of Palestine Forum, a monthl
information bulletin published by J.e,
friﬂndj of Palestine, As well as the
interview the current issue contains
articles on the Black September scare
Palestinian reaction (o some recent
action allegedly taken on their behalf,
the p-:cl.r]y of the resistance and many
others, It also contains the complete
le_fl!mﬂn}' of Rami Livneh, Israeli
:Iiusjdent in court which was reported on
in DIRECT ACTION 47.

The introduction is by Palestine Forum.

INTRODUCTION

Rana Roy is an active leader of the
Labor Youth movement in Tasmania.
Late last year in 2 move to curb growing
radical opposition inside the conseryative
Tasmanian ALP, the Stite executive
disbanded Labor Youth and suspénded =
number of its prominent members from
ALP membership. Rana Roy was one of
those suspended.

However the ALP Federal executive
intervened to "suspend” the suspension,
thus allowing Mr Roy to artend the ALP
Federal conference at Surfers Paradise
last July as an alternate delegate,

While at the conference during a debate
on the party's Middle East policy,
Senator J, M, Wheeldon (WA ) proposed

the ALP affirm that "Arab recognition
of Israel is essential to world peace.”
Roy moved an amendment calling for
"recognition of the right to self-determ-
Ination of the Paléstinian people,”

Faced with these conflicting views and
fearing a split in the party ranks over
Middle East policy, the Prime Minister
Whitlam proposed what was called a
compromise resolution, He expressed
the view that Australia, as a member of
the UN Security Council, would have to
be "even handed” lno the Middle East,
and deplore "both Israeli and Arab
terrorism, " Whitlam then moved that
ALP policy states; "The situation in the
Middle East remains the greatest threat
to world peace. There can be no peace
until the Arab states respect and recog-
nise Israel's sovereignty and right o

exist, Equally, there can be no peace
until Israell forces have been withdrawn
from occupied territoriés to secure and

recognise boundaries, and a just solution

of the refugee problem is achieved,

[t

After a spirited debate,
ments were casily defeated, and

the other amend-

Whitlam's resolution was overwhelmingly

M

colonialist outpost such as Israel, How
do you explain this inconsistency?

ROY: Unfortunately, miscon
about Israel are held even by the more

= Sl
'I-':P\."J ik

radical sections of the ALP. For examplg,
John Wheeldon, a strong opponent of the

Vietnam war and who moved for the

recognition of the Provisicnal Revolution-

ary Government of Vietnam, Il

adopted a clearly pro-lsrael position. .

He said that he supported “the national
liberation movement of the Jewish

ople! " Liberation cannot be achieved

by establishing a settler-state and driving

the indigenous population into refugee

camps. This fact, along with the racist

nature of the Israeli State, and the
alternative solution advocated by the
Palestinian resistance for a secular
democratic state must be brought out
presented to the left forces in the ALP.
As Marx said: "One people, oppressing
another, cannot be free.”

PALESTINE FORUM: We heard thal the
Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam,
for a compromise resolution on the '
Middle East in order (0 appeasc the voting
_'.;j-__| Ji.'"n'-i_":h

moved

sections of both the Arab

and

e
—— - i ok &k el
P Rt r,l'r:'n*_r..-_ﬂ.l"ﬂ'.a'-".'_"..(rr.ra‘.",“.- P A Xl R ik il ﬁ
s ETer .

ERVIEW WITH DELEGATE RANA ROY

As such, 1 comsider the attitude you
mentioned completely unjustified.
Furthermore, we must realise that
capitallsm today is a world system and
the developments within this system,
both revolutions and reactions, affects
eveéry part of the system.

PALESTINE FORUM: What do you think
of the attitude of the Australlan press,
and the Australian media In géneral,
regarding the Palestine-Israel lssue?

ROY: The Australian press is an active
defender of Zionism. By bulilding up the
stories of Palestinian rerrorism and
deliberately ignoring _fl-:w'.h:? violence, by
spreading misconceptions about the
historical background of the present
situation, by camonufl Iging the true story

bBelhind the cstablishment of Isra r.*!, the

press and the media In general must bear
the [ull re: |:'.'Js'=.'ii.|".!]i.i."4.' for Australian
ignorance of the real Issues in the Middle
East .5':.]'['-!.11-. :

PALESTINE FORUM: Can you sge a

solution 1o the conflict in the Middle

East?

ROY: This is a hard guestion 1nd
Kl

you do not expect me 1o pr luce

[ ':':l.fll' .

camied. : F e :
magic formula. There can be no
LT = | T "
: golutio while the militar ieth of
As Rana Roy was the delegate primarily PRI ile the military stength
. : the Intted Stales conLinaes | Orop up 3
responsible for moving the amendment T g - : 47 b
! % = R e e LA I i i g 1 rcible
in support of the Palestinian Struggls L e e o
Palestine Forum arranged to meéet him e i % T

§ ; - i il i - 158 ¥ i1
on his return from the conference and e : :

F Iy -1 202 AA)as M the rights 1 L I ypulat d
put to him a few questions on the Micdls B : | :
= ! ed 1 o i i o
East dispute. el cCed g

: P o . Furthen :
I Y ."l . :_,_
. P 1 I Ag ._! e
communities. Do you agree that such ' At
N G 1 E elilther i e i c5 i 3
important decisions on foreign policy are LR . g5 |

i iri ¥ e =1 i Nostlie o [hE i lestinota ¥ t
motivated by small political advantages . . ST

- - ok v Fin ] gD LI L1ONIStE, ana Wil nesit i) e
rathér than by higher principles el T W v hiok :

; [ : ; . L@ 1 ng sein' 1sfacre Ol é L
ROY: Unfortunately, this appears to be King H PSR et

Li 10 - ill L G i
the case. !
ionary Amb megime es of the
F-:t'_ St 13 eyvolul ATy |
PALESTINE FORUM: Can you se€ Lt in the area. : be :
policy of the ALP on the Middle East The solutio not lie ady ist
changing to conform with high principles ta +f individ terror. Th ;
Of m‘:"_'-!li'rl.l':! le.fliCL" "'?ui ll'-':": ri;.rh: .'.II. H'-'LI ;-';.' | £ .! 'ta,'l.:'? !i'w. 1 L1 i
Palestinian people to self-determinations R Einy T chel bt
ndermine the credibil of the Zionist
ROY: This is our long-term aim, But &t in the | Jewlish people,

i E - s | i ¥ ¥ € 1 L |
before this can come about, the IOrces propag ! = { B
supporting the Palestinian cause must be secular RRLEELINE == | 1€ hands

1 IR atl | the Falestl n
prepared to educate and mobilise the of ba _ T P R T
rank and file in support of the Palestinians peoples — and L0 mOD1LISE .-_r_--.li e Arak

H : 4 = kal E hi i ol :
case for self-determination. Nl sse L 1 gg .
jonism and thelr actionarny
) Sl = | ! r.‘:-‘
PALESTINE FORUM: Many peopil€ in &
Australia argue that the Middle East is _ 2 i
f Flhas Awra kb 11 ivria bl It Wi & the aoywnial o
too far away to worry about the Arab- Ultimately, it will be t i

Israeli dispute,
do you see in this attidude?

ROY: Asan {nternationalist, I conside

it my duty to support movements for se Lf-

determination and socialism every

How much justificalios

T =
Wi f

where.

=3

impérialism and the deyelopment ol
that will bri 1g peace,
and self-determination

lam

world SoCLa 11511

real democracy
v -

to the peoples of the Middle East.

—oefident that the future will provide a

conligent | F

| and just wolution,
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In A 1lendi s own counity, I
I Manpuel E-._.!;t. ceda (ric d at the enG W)
}: the nineteenth century 10 nationalise Lhe
; ’ ‘ ; : b the
11‘ thie niirate fields 1:'n_'i.:'l;"'_ taken OVWELD U} i
i =l o i ~ h =~ an 1_|-"\: £
1 British imperiallsts, W hen 1 _*_ L.” ->'|' i
“q .J [I— R 'n.'._[-il'_'sl: wiere controlicd ¥y
e j L& Al N Fl
- £ & B o i o T % =74 1Nl
¥ pro-imperialist interests, rose up agal
i} ‘ . ke his own life rather
¥ him, he chose (0 fake Dls L .
m,
l E than lead a revolutionary :trLi;;:|L1 .1_';,-:]_1-u1
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the betrayers of the Chilean pc op
a trcs-.,-rgcdn- politician, even In ah.q’ -:i.uh'
stage of imperialist deyelopment, !_h. :
maceda was incapable of ta king .wmlh a
course. In the last days of Allende's
Government, rightist demonstrators in
insistently reminded him of his precedent.

On the other hand, it seems that the bour-
geoisie only united behind the plan for 4
military mt.em-er shortly before the coup.
The Chilean capitalists have been divided
over how to handle the UP Government
since Allende unexpectedly won the 1970
elections. Certain bourgeois interests,
the national capitalists, were at least
initlally: fayored by Allende's reforms.
And for the first part of his term, it
seemed that the main sector of the bour-
geois political leadership was determined
to slowly wear out the UP Government
rather than incur the danger of a violent
overthrow.

The continually rising militancy o1 the
workers, despite the capitulations a nd
{ailures of the Allende Government,
apparently convinced this section of the
bourgeoisie 10 turn things over to the
hard-liners, but the MIR revelations
ahout the different plans for the Govern-
ment to be installed after the impending
coup indicated that this division was not
entirely overcome. It seemed, mOreover,

to manifest itself eyen after the coup,
when the Christian Democrats demanded
that an autopsy be performed on Allende's

body.

The most determined reactionaries
involyed in the coup may have seen
killing the President as desirable 1o
eliminate any temptations of compromise
on the part of the more flexible elements,
It iz also possible that Allende was killed
in the savage shelling of the centre city
area and the military was anxious to
conceal how indiscriminate the shooting
was, Newsphotos did show very heavy
damage 1o the presidential palace.

The Christian Democratic Party issued a
ftatement on September 12 backing the
armed forces, in which it maintained
that they "did not seek this power, and
their traditions inspire confidence in us
that as soon as they finish the tasks they
have assumed in order to avert grave
dangers, they will return the power to
the sovereign people.” The statement
was signed by Patricio Aylwin, president
of the party and one of the leaders of the
right wing. But, according to the Sep-
tember 13 La Razon, the leader of the
wing that had been inclined to comprom-
.':se with the UP, Radomiro Tomic, was
oppused 10 the text of the document,

The soon denied report that a ciyilian
president was about to be appoiated
could also be an indication that the b
gepisie is not entirely united on what
PIECHE course to take now, It Is clear
thn‘r._ the Chilean ruling class
;ﬁwar against the workers that cannot
l}‘: But prove extremely costly. whe
s gl . ¥ <Ostly, whose
ey s € Culeome, as even their well
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The Price of the Defeat
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ANSA reported on September
“Yesterday they were talking about twoO
thousand: this morning some SOUICES
indicate four thousand," On seplem-
ber 13, an AP dizspatch from Sautiago
estimated the dead at 500 to 1000 A
cirict curfew was maintained for 1orty-

eight hours after the coup In Santiago

and lifted only for the daylight hours on

September 13 and 14

Only fragmentary reporis of the resistance
to the coup have yet come oul of the
country, which remained largely cut oif
from the world four days after the
military launched its attack. Bul cl._e.
armed opposition seemed persistent U
scattered, unorganised, and apparently

hopeless,

nSix hundred leftists surrendered after a
gunfight at the technical university near
downtown Santiago, unofficial sources
said, " according to a September 12 AP
dispatch, "In another brief skirmish,
soldiers moved in and occupied the large
state-owned textile factory in this
capital."

The next day, when the curfew was
lifted for the daylight hours for the first
time, AP reported: "Just as the break in

Peasants saw Popular Unity victory as

the curfew began a new flurry of shooting
broke out in downtown Santiago and only
a handful of pedestrians ventured into
the streets. ...

"Exchanges of gunfire broke out agaln
tonight in scattered parts of the down-
town area after the curfew took effect.”

A UFI dispatch in the September 13
issue of La Prensa, a daily published in
Buenos Aires, reported shooting in the
working-class neighborhoods, It also
claimed that workers in the industrial
suburbs had attacked police stations in
those areas but had been driven back by
the army with some casualties, The
junta issued communique after com-
munique threatening execution of anyone
found with weapons,

However, on September 15, according to
an AP dispatch of that date, the military
claimed to have executed only three
men, none of them in Santiago, One
Yextremist" was allegedly executed in
Valparaiso; another in Puente Alto,
twelve miles southeast of Santiago, Ths
third was 2 peliceman who had -“.“l-"i"' edly
killed two of his superiors, The faci that
one of the three PEIsons the irmy admit
q';_atui_‘ul"l!'IE. was in the naval centre of
Valparaiso and another was a presum-
41;-|'_.' mutinous policeman (who took
moreé than his share ol l*.‘|5~. 215 with hin

suggests that the putschists fa

ced opposi

tion within the ranks of the armed foree
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Last night, the milit 10y chiels ¢aid that
hey had moved againsi Mr Allende
because he |:-1_1 allowed 'l._th!ll_J exirém=
ists to enter the country 1rom abroad,'
"|.‘I re pOrtéed on i -.-_r_1-||||.£-r 1':‘. Iram

I 2 P« ( ] I .

Santiago Most of the political refugees
in Chile are Br 1zillans who have {led
fron regime infamous for torturing

1 nid !':':Il-'n.i.L‘[isiq all E-—Jl-,ll!'i.lf L‘ilg‘\,‘f'll.‘llt'_;

of its arbitrary rule,

Manoy Uruguayans have ilso taken refuge
in Chile since this other "island of
democracy” in Latin America fell under
a military dictatorship in June, The
military has already issued a list of its

It includes,
according to the September 13 ILa
Razon, two Brazilians, ten Argentines,
six Bolivians, one Netherlander, one
Belgian, one Ecuadorian, one Spaniard,
and one Pole, Of those identified, none
qualified as a guerrilla comma ndante.
One was Ted Cordoba Claure, a Bolivian,
ynd the correspondent of La Opinion.
Another was Carlos Nunez, a correspon-
dent for the Montevideo weekly Marcha.

most wanted foreigners.

Thus, it seems that at best the Chilean
coup will be followed by the kind of
massive gaoling of socialists, trade-union,
and intellectual leaders that followed the
Banzer coup in Bolivia and that this will
take on still graver proportions corre-
sponding to the size of the country and the
greater complexity of the society,
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How Far Will Repression Go?

The organisation of the working class
reached its highest forms yet in Latin
America in this relatively developed
country in the months extending from the
first reactionary offensive in Octeber 1972
to the recent coup, During the October

':!i.'-ir'.1 the workers and students 'i-i_"rf the

economy of the country running 10t
several weeks., Fac fl;u;.jl each new chal-
lenge from the right, the workers seized
m:.‘lr-t and morc of the basic installations
of the economy and moyed ¢ loger and
closer to re-organising productio y the
bagis of direct democra b Th 5, 1N t ki
weeks before the « oup, rather exténsiye
bases of workers POWEr wWert i lready
oo d in some ki ) industrial ari : T
poor neighborhoods,
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sibilivy of the right, And it [ e
unlikely that, barring uuiﬂr“its.em“mmt
ald from \L.'.lﬁflil'lgtﬁll} the néw GLTT’I“I“
ment will be able to solve the o e
problems created by a II;Jng I;.-eﬂ;:n
social upheaval, imperialist i-"lﬂtk:l
and t**Jlll'gUOih economic sabora e fk’
fact, because of the Enormous 505 .
the Iﬂi“t.ll"‘.' takeover and rupm“i;‘ﬂ

L

these problems are apt to grow substy
tially before the situation impro\rﬂ -

Furthermore, there are no indicay]
as ','J:H that the junta has unle:shedﬁm
fascist supporters against the lafy “
Banzer did, for instance, much 1;.-;:1
against the working-class neighbor
tl]h.| strongholds. The repression sep
ingly is being carried out exclusiyve i
the army and the police, Altho ht{h?
junta has struck ruthlessly at SE]:&ed
points, it seems reluctant so far to launch

1

an all-out campaign to crush th
2o
sations of the working class, Lol

Moreover, the organs of US imperialism
seemed to regard the military takeoye
as alimited operation and to be sceplical
that it could solve the problems the
defenders of the status quo face in Chile
In the Wall Street Journal for example :
Everett . Martin and Robert Htatftyl
Wrote:

"The left is also large in Chile and i
will probably oppose with violence the
military's effort to rule calmly, Marmis
parties have been strong in Chile for 40
years, and some previously belonged to
coalition governments. (That is, the
Chilean workers, unlike their Brazilian
class brothers, are well organised and
have a long tradition of political struggle
which they have maintained through
previous defeats similar to the present
one, ) They won't react kindly
to a takeover by the military and its
relatively conservative friends; for them,
it will conjure yisions of ITT and the
CIA, a plundering Uncle Sam and
exploitation of the masses — the cartoons
that are so often political reality for
actiyists, "

The removal of the class- collaborationist
UP regime might even open the way fora
greater threat:

g fact the Allende Government itsell
was under increasing attack [rom radical
elements that claimed it was moving too
slowly along the path ol socialism.

"Also joining the violent opposition may
be once-landless farm workers who,
tolerated if not always encouraged by the
Allende Government, have seized acreagt
from big property OWners, who were the
main supporters of many earlier governs
ments. The farm workers, 109, h.w-:'
grown disenchanted with Mr A t]cndc 5
reluctance to aid them and may ||gll}t
hard 1o keep what they have ta ken,

Thus, nothing is really settled yet,
sccording to this view:

" The result for a nation :]lrc:u.'ry p-L\I;m.Etd
by the radical Allende E-."I]Iu'l.ll_‘*ns 1-;‘_E

Chile's assoried and growing |1m'lr~ meid
could thus be a long period of “”IL_‘.":L.I
bloodshed — even if the ultimate, €ivi

rolded. "
war, 18 ayolaca,
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of Dr Alle nde's SDE!H“SI‘I] but out of fear
(hat 4 Pg|.11'i'=,¢d Chile was lunging toward
civil war. What cannot be clear for some
time is whether the violent destruction of
an slected Government, albeit a minority

one, will make that ultimate catastrophe
less likely or even more probable "

US Imperialism Responsible

nSarisfaction not unmixed with a certain
embarrassment, " was the way Le Monde's
September 13 editorial described the
mood of official circles in Washington
when the Allende Government fell,

There is no doubt that, whatever the
direct role of American governmental
agencies in the actual coup, US imperial-
ism was responsible in the last analysis

for bringing down the Allende Govern-
ment, Its economic blockade created

the lion's share of the shortages that
fuelled the petty=bourgeois revolt, in
particular the shortage of spare parts for
grucks. Iis refusal to sell wheat to the
Allende Government when a desperate
shortage developed just before the coup
seems to have been the final step in

this policy.

The officer corps that carried out the
copp were trained and nurtured by US
imperialism. "In 1973," a study ol the
Chilean army in the September issue of
Le Monde Diplomatigque noted, "Chile
temains, along with Venezuela, the
main recipient in Latin America of US
aid for training officers. For this, it is
to receive a million dollars, Finally,
Chile has just been put on the list of
countries that can buy F-SE supersonic
jet planes on credit. How can one fail
to think that this co-operation can offer
the opportunity for ideological penetra-
tion, whose fruits the United States
doubtlessly hopes to gather one day?"

The Chilean armed forces are known to
be among the most pro-US in Latin
America, Here again the class-collabor-
ationist President was not only unable to
move against this pro-imperialist fifth
column but encouraged it, One of his
last official acts was to agrée to joint
manoeuyres between the Chilean fleet
and the US Navy in the hope that this
gesture would arouse more friendly
feelings toward his regime in Washing-
ton,

The deepening radicalisation in Chile,
combined with the revival of the workers'
movement in Bolivia and the workers'
upsurge in Argentina, was obviously
hﬂtﬂming 1 serious threat to the intercits
of US 'lm-pn_rl ilism In Latin America.
Among other things, by recognising Cuba
the Allende Government set in motion
the undermining of the US-imposed
diplomatic blockade of the first workers'
state in the Amerlcas.

Appropriately, one of the junta's first
acts was to break diplomatic relations
With Havana. This action was under-
$cored by an attack on the Cuban Em-
bassy during the coup and on a Cuban
merchant chip off the coast,

H”"h”:"'*"-. » leading circles of US
Imperialism scemed to understand very

Quickly and clearly that the coup
threatened to reaté an égven mOoTc
explosive situation in southern Latin
America, Fo the first 'l.i]'l]'l..fl, the
master planners in

' | Vashington are cons=
[ronted with the problem of how to deyise
Ry to . well-organised and

hi,’;hh co ious Industrial working class,
From their standpoint, if the US capita list
indication, the prospecis
The Ipdonesian

PICSs 1 10y

do not ool rao | right.

or Brazillan solution tha
capitalists more and m;r
hankered for in the
coup just does not geem
realistic perspective,

the Chilean
{ - openly
period before the

like a very

Miners at El Teniente

Was Allende Too Radical?

It could be hoped in some circles that
the bloody overthrow of the Allende
regime will inhibit the workers' move-
ment in other countries from sétting its
sights too high, In particular, Juan
Domingo Peron, the bourgeois dema-
gogue charged with keeping the lid on the
the workers upsurge in neighboring
Argentina, was quick to hold up the fate
of Allende to the radical youth as an
example of what happens when you try
to go too far (oo fast,

As far away as France, the Gaunllist

La Nation pointed to the fall of Allende
as a warning of the perils of voting for
the Union of the Left, which also
promises a “peaceful road to socialism."”

Neither Peron nor La Nation seemed to
realise that the workers and radicalised
youth might draw some rather differeat
conclusions from the failure of the
Allende experiment, The coup ia

Chile was not, after all, the first over-
throw of a govemment committed to
"peaceful

scenario was much the same in Guatem-
1l in 1954, when a US-sponsored plot
overthrew the CP-backed Arbenz Govern-
ment. Che Guevara, who was an adviser
to that regime, drew some lesons from
his u:)'perftncu that were put to good
effect in Cuba, The revolutionary Gov-
ermnment destroyved the bourgeols army,
and a popular militia played a major
role in defeating the imperialist attampt
o overthrow the Castro Government
Playa Giron.

social change." In fact the

at

Peron himself was overthrown by a coup
in 1955, He escaped Allende's fate by
making a quick getaway. The Argentine
military is still run by officers who
backed rightist governments 1or the two
Jecades following Peron's fall, Might
not the radical youth who rallied around
the old caudillo as a symbol of thw arted
anti-imperialism conclude from the
failure of Allende that the Argentine
military also will ultimately block any
significant soclal reforms, and that Peron
has already proved himsell an even

less effectual leader than Allende?

Nor is Peron the only advocate of the
npeaceful road" 19 social change that
discredited by the failure of the
Allende experiment. In the last three
months, the two most pofwcr{ul Cﬂmmu.n-
ist parties in Latin America have proved
unable to mount any Serious rciu;tam:e to
ailitary coups. The _Ch\lean CP, the
largest in Latin America, has 100,000
n,embers, almost twice the oumbér ol
personnel in the armed [orces u:_r.f the
country. It is the most disciplined %
palitical organisation in Chile and deeply
rooted in the working class. And yet it
not only could not Organise ad eifective
defence against the coup, I:r_ul it encour-
aged the capitulationist policy that led
inevitably to grave defeats for the

Chilean workers.

may be

The Uruguayan CP, which coqmpietﬁly
controls the national trade-union federa-
tjon, called a general strike that

e country when the military
took over. bBut it could not lead a

i - he bour-
.volutionary struggle against t

;;:‘:}is state and thus .allmved‘ﬂm strike
to collapse, without projéeciing any
palitical alternative to the Bordaberry

Government.

para lysed th

&

Furthermore, the fall of the Allende
Government shows the hollowness of the
CP's claim that a reformist policy is
nécessary 10 win over the petty bour-
geoisie to the side of the workers, It
was precisely the UP Government's
reluctance 10 move to re-organise the
economy decisively on a soclalist basis
that enabled the right to rouse the petty
bourgeoisie arainst the workers,

The {allure of the Government 1o move
rapidly to take control of the big ranches
and Industrial establishments, as well

as the big ransportation and distribution
combines, enabled the bourgeoisie and
the imperialists to sabotage the economy
and create the shortages and hardships
that drove the poor but individualistic
petty bourgeoisie into a frenry agalnst
the Govéernment, ‘

_Tr,-iug o respect ti-fc essent i1l property
interests of the capitalists, Allende

regime could not base itself on a mobil-

the

isation of the workers, which alope
could have k ept up an d increased pro dpet-

was the

I 15 I
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ion in the traositional period and
only force that could ultimately
the attempts of the bourgeoisie and
imperialism to overthrow the Govern-
ment, At times, the Allende regime
syen came into sharp conflict with
workers and peasants who, encouraged

by the idea that at last they had a govern-
ment of their own, carried thelr struggle
against the exploiters 1o the point of
seizing the means of production. The
Government's compromises did not
reassure the industrialists and property
owners, who were frightened and

enraged by the militancy of the workers
and the landless. The capitulations oaly
encouraged the vested intérests 1o arm
openly in defence of their property and

to plot with impunity against the regime.
At the same time; the Government's
refusal to repudiate the national debt
to the imperialists and its agreement 1o
pay what was in fact compensation to
the expropriated imperialist companies

deprived the country of capital desperately
L

needed to develop the country.

As a result of its "evolutionary™ approach,
the Governmeéent was unable to unite the
decisive masses of the
a clear programn
cconomy. Bec
expropriate the big capitalists, it did
got have sufficient control of
life o offer anoy solutior

of the petty bourgeoisie, Furthermore

in the absence of a plan for transforming
the ¢ |=!"H.-.|i}'T Sy elem --I.Z'\-'FLlr the
Government's policies tended 1o conflict
in important areas.

For example, Allende's agrarian relorm,
it turned out, did not fit in very well
with his policy of appeasing the army, as
2 study in the September issue of Le
Monde Diplomatique indicated: "The

army is tending to become an OUlgrow th
of the middle class. According to a
ctudy carried out seyen years age, 42 per
cent of the officers graduating Irom
military school came from the big
bourgeoisie, 39 per cent came from the
rather comiortable middle class, and
19 per cent from L!‘:l.'_ia!.rJlLCl]T:';] petty
bourgeoisie. Some 03 per cent ol the
higher officers came from the middle
class; among them, however, a large
qumber were linked to the upper class,

In many cases, in fact, a young officer

with no personal fortune takes the
opportunity of an assigament in the south
to marry the daughter of a landowner.
One of the

1108 ui;uIP‘EclEd results of

\RL

I\"..,.':g}.
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the agrarian reform was to reduce the
dowries of the brides of young officess. "
Such small examples could be multiplied
many times, since in the context of
imperialism most of the major economic
interests Interlock,

What Was .acking
in Chile?

The collapse of the latest and most
prominent attempt to find a "peaceful
road to socialism™ in Latin America
marke the culmination of a certain cycle
in the development of the re '1."-."]5.I|"!-J|Z|:'L["Ir'

movement that extends from the fall of

the Arbenzregime in Guatemala through

the Cuban Revolution.

Baoth zides of kit ey r@rioaed werd
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who died herolc lH‘. in 3 futile defence

of a capitulationist government,

L‘.~j.‘iir¢.:|.5 |:‘:l the Cuban Revolution, these

'],-fl:,'fsg radicals '1;.':'.:.'!3 themse lyes to .‘]':;}':.;
imperialism and its native lackie Pt
they were unable to deal amy serious:

blows to the system through thel

milltary action, In particular they were
surprised by the resurgence of réformism
and unable to combat it. They could
-.'_IJ{‘;'HI ry to firm up the will of a reform-

ist government by serving as an armed
body-guard for the head of a government
that was oot only incapable of defending
i";'—"-“ b which i.:'||_‘1.’i.'|_.:||_‘\|_"'} 1|'“|'.'|L':j its

idvanced sections of wor
n 50,000 soldier
have intimidated hundreds upon hundreds
of thousands of determined wor

rlei
control of the vital centres of th

KiErs Ctherwlize

less tha could never
]

Ers LA

e
i

|
.
gconomy. . !

A revolutionary party able to give ¢
leadership to the resistance could haye )
completely changed the outcome. _1.'1'1111.- . &
out this, the military force of the former !
guerrillas was insignificaot. Tl'r-u {inal S
irony was that they died defending a ;l
goyernment that had irrevecably con-

iemned itself to death, when they were
needed to help form the nucleus of a

[ —-

government based directly on the :
workers that could have really fought e k
imperialism and dealt it a decisive

deieat,

The end: mbe ruins of llea': Moneda Palace
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~ lon of the writings

The Militant, a weekly :-m.n_:mluti-}n,ar\_.'
gocialist newspaper printed in the US.
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EY PEGGY BRUNDY

A review of Leon Trotsky Speaks by
Louis Sinclair in a recent British period-
ical raised some interesting questions
about how much of Trotsky's writings
haye been translated into English. Sin-
clair is the author of the 1100-page
Leon Trotsky: A Bibliography (Hoover
Imstitution Press, 1972).

Sinelair asks in his review, "How much
of Trotsky's writings are indeed trans-
lated?” and answers, "Remarkably
little, " He gives some examples from
Tromky's early (pre-13917) and middle
{1917-29) periods, adding, "In this
respect, the post-19239 works come out
better, "

Since Pathfinder Press in New York is the
world's biggest publisher of Trotsky's
works, I took some of miy questions 1o
Naomi Allen, one of the editors of its
current series Writings of Leon Trotsky
(1929-40), Some of the information |
obtained in this interview may be of
interest to readers of The Militant,

BRUNDY: Is Sinclair's assessment in this
review accurate? [If so, does it mean
that I've been wrong in assuming con-
siderable progress has been made in
translating and publishing Trotsky's
works in the last four or five years?

ALLEN: We have to begin by recognis-
ing that Sinclair is the ontstanding
authority on this question. Without the
benefit of his ploneering work, Path-
finder's Writings editors — currently
George Breitman, Sarah Lovell, and | —
wouldn't be able to even discuss the
guestion with any certainty,

On the basis of Sinclair's own work,
however, 1'd have to say that his state-
ment — “remarkably little" of Trotsky
has been translated — is correct only io

a relative sense, A few weehks ago, when
we counied the number of Trotsky's
works currently in priot in English,
found 41 books and 15 pamphlets.

WE

There aren't many contemporasy full-
time writers today who have that many
titles in print. And of course Trousky,
who has beeo dead for 33 years, was
engaged in other activity besides
writing,

S0 1t's obyious that Sipelair's statement
was intended relatively., The thought
he was expressing was that the proportion
of Trotshy's writings that has been
tramslated is small, remarkably small,
eopsidering what an important writer he
15,

But 1 don't think his opinion on that
question has any bearing, one way or the
other, on your other question — whether
Or not there has been considerable pro-
gress in the last few years.  This is
primarily a factual question, And the
factis that more of Trotsky's writings
have been published in English in the
past four years than in any similar period
since Trotsky's death in 1940, or for that

Sieafic Henaaany sinikr perlod during

Al the number of Trotsky's bo

in print in English still leads mh; wa yuk:
think o similar trénd can be discerned
In many other languages. Some of his
works have eyen been published again in
Russian, though not in the Soviet Union.

. BRUNDY: I suppose that Sinclair's state-

ment about the publishing record of the
Post- 1929 works being heiimr is also k
- relative, but can I;

_ ou add anything on
that? How much better? “'Eal pi%.\]:rﬂrt-

from 1929 t
has been translated? D30

ALLEN; & fore that question can be
::wem&, '8 necessary 1o make an

;. hg::l:m distinction, Are you asking

p Verything Trotsky actually wrote,

wheiber it was published or not, or about

his wri
o ﬁh&?‘h'ﬁ?ﬂ?;w been published, by

- B
f;::? tbl:i.”f gIve & meaningful
- i.: 1m everything he wrote -
sl au;u}; ET .t}mt Ot only has not
- o luur* is not even available
;ﬂlﬂerhll?ﬂﬁmﬂmn' Most of the '
o L LIOPOTY isinthe alosed

New Publishing

The following interview is reprinted from

section of the Trotsky x
University., And It will not be made
public until 1980, in accord -_.-.'tth the "
arrangement Trotsky made with Harvare
in 1940.

He made this stipulation at the beginning

of World War Il as a way of protecting
the pﬂﬂph‘, written to or written about in
his letters of the 1929-40 period.

All we know about this 4.'.L'.'Ir;E$1'if{!F:1.i|:n-~"."-
{s what Isaac Deutscher has written
about it. Deutscher received permission
from Natalia Sedova, Trowsky's widow,
ta examine it in 19539, when he was
writing his three-volume biography ol
Trotsky.

Deutscher said the closed section consists
of 45 boxes, all from 1929 to 1940,
containing 303 folders with about 20,000
documents and letters. He wrote,
gpproximately nine-le nths consist of
Trotsky's correspondence with his follow-
ers,” That is, they are political writing:
concerning revolutionary stralegy,
taclics, organisation, =tc.

Archives at Harva rd

Plans for Trotsky Writin

ALLEN: Yes, although it has turned out
to be
early in 1969, At that time the plan
was to print only what had already been
translated into English. Along the way,
as interest developed in the project, we
decided to translate everything that had
been published in any language.

Ve even began to get hold of articles

and letters that had not beén pub“.\htd
snywhere — thanks to individuals who
had private copies of such items, a nd

to the Trotsky Archives at the Harvard
College Librarv (the open section),

We also decided, after four volumes had
appeared, to supply copious annotation
{or the benefit of réaders who are not
familiar with the names of political
figures and organisations of the thirties —
that is, most readers.

And we further decided to convert the
large-format facsimile style used in the
first four yolumes to standard-size book
format,

By 1975 Pathfinder Press will have printed in English all of Trotsky's published

Some of these 18,000 or so documents
were printed in internal bulletins of the
Trotskyist movement at the time they
were written and have been included
in our Writings series,
would be a small fraction of the total,

But at best that

BRUNDY: You're saying there may be

18,000, or 15,000, or even 10,000 more

dacymunu_ by Trotsky that will be
available in 19807 Even if each averaged
only one page in print, that would be an

dddition of 10,000 printed pages'

ALLEN: Yes, and 10,000 printed pages
would come to around 30 :;ddil't-’.m..lJ
volumes, S0 you can see why I prefer
that we discuss what Trotsky wrote that
has been published in a oy l:'-i'Jﬂ'iiJP-.'.
There we are on more solid g:_'._w.“.'._'s,

BRUNDY: All right, what proportion of
Trotsky's published work of the period
1929_40 has been translated into English?

ALLEN: We're able 1o report that all c
'}1 has now been transl |l-.‘1.j‘ will 1
in print l;-'«,' the end of 1974 or early E.'*'. 3
A few itermns we don't yvet know ,u}_::q-r
may Lurn up before then but they '!|.'
included too, : i

BRUNDY: Then the whole

series will be done irlv 197

'.'f'I‘IlLiT'IEE []'k,'l.]‘u the 15":5’—1{_1-”} I '_'r'[CHj

All these decisions not only added to the
'.'r‘:"TIh' I-!'I'l.':?: -"E'_‘l I*_,,il”iid.h |_| 1 ._'f': Inge il |L'|I.,

number of velumes to be l-ni_\lv;-‘:ul,

years ago we thought there would be

11 Writings volumes, In addition 1o two
;—1'-*._'-,,.l'1i._'l.‘~:.! I'l_l.'J!Jrl".|i|I,=..-j|II Wil : ['|-.-i.:‘
Struggle Against Fascism 1n Ge )
and The Spanish Revolution, 1 1I31- 349
But 1n the meantime we werne cq Z
g0 much "new"™ material that we had to
expand the number of volumid covering
Trotsky's Mexican exile (1937-40) fro
three 1n the firgt ecdition (large Iomm 1T}
to four in the second (standard

Far the LIME reagon, Wi Ll d thi
number of ""compans:

two to four,

Besid the vol '

?_;.r i1, e Iri !

:'I_g_. l it 11 G ¢ |
Revoluti I

vitl e |

i 11K i L 1

ither | nce fog i

will be 1 \

a bigger job than was [irst projectec

R

him or has been publishe
language since? 8 b

ALLEN: That's right, Ang
some statistics that shed |
quantity of Trotsky's publ
from his last exlle,

When we have [inished publishi

Writings books and their the
the total of Trotsky's wrt??mmnfo'd‘
1

11 and a half year period wil coms
somewhere between 9500 :I:Ll 10,000
printed pages in standard book { ‘

That will be the equivalent nfb:'[:::'
]

28 and 30 volumes,

Measured in this way, we!

say that Pulhfindcr‘s}r’lﬁ vu}trt:;:h'hh
1969 will have more than da-uhlg;mﬂ
previous amount of wriungs in Eﬂgl‘;
from Trﬂti]ﬂ,"s last exile period, (I'm

not counting pamphlets or
books, ) i P

We're proud of this achieye

the more so because it maknl;f-::; 1&!:'&
the same years that we greatly expandss
our list of authors, Pathfinder is z:
longer known only as the publisher of
Trotsky but also as the publisher of
James P, Tannon, George Novack Hees
Blanco, Malcolm X, Farrell Dobbt. ©
Evelyn Reed, Ernest Mandel, Rm'
Luxemburg, Eugene V. Debs, and mazy

othars,

BRUNDY: Belore we leave those stitic
tics, let me ask one other questica, If
Trotsky wrote 28 or 30 volumes in his
last 11 and a half years, how much did
he write altogether in the forty-odd yein
of his reyvolutionary career?

ALLEN: I'm not sure. The quantityof
material in the closed section at Harvasl
is too uncertain to permit anything b
guesses at this point. My Own would b
around 100 yolumes,

BRUNDY: Are there any other Trotsky
books in prospect now that the Wriling
series is almost completed?

ALLEN: Oh yes, there are several ofben
in various stages of preparation, Oneis
a collection of Trotsky's writings 08
China during the 1920s and thirties,
including everything in the old book
Problems of the Chinese Reyvolution 4sd
much more, some of it never published
before in any language.

Another is 2 book called Political
Portraits, a collection of Trotsky's
sociological and psychologic 1 sketches
of many of his contemporaries, both
friends and opponents.

[ think it will arouse considerable intens
ag an example of the harxist methad .
sl I]H-Ll”t]' I-n‘-_'d in a field w here the Tq._’ii__.'.'
have all too often been disastrous, B-HJ'
these books will be published by MOnSs
[.-‘rc..\:. and distributed I|.‘-"J.' Pathiinder,

But while I'm at it, 1w ould like ta =8
snnounce something else — F‘.ﬂ!quﬁs
decision to start a new Trotsky SErieh

bearing the overall title The Challenge

of the Left Opposition.

This will cover the period fn}m.thc f
qutumn of 1923, when the Russian ].E_t
Opposition was OTga nised, to I-"ul:nru_.;_ﬁh_
1929, when Trotsky was 'C'.'\‘llﬂ:'i:l o !JII1 1
and the Writings series begins, It wi
include all the books and pa mphi:{ti fim'i
that period that have any cu:mec.!_m-’: L L
the Left Opposition's struggle .rg.lnis
Stalinism and that are not already 1B
print,

That is, it will include The New Ctﬁ:-
Lessans of October, TO',‘,.'_][dj.-L.i'Pi'l.__-] .

jalism? (Whither Russi 17), & i
The Platform of the Opposition; s
. many Other articles that were Lrans

| i - F ln
lated before but pqu:-hLd .:u'al'E
: plus many that will be t=

or S0«

=
periodid ils
lated for the [irst time,
| 5
It will not ing lude material lh.jl: ii in
' [ yJeowhere, Such @
1lready In prinld elsewhere, :
: t Evervday Life, Leon Troukd
roblems of kyeryda) : Falsifie
} Hrital The St 1 '.'?'n_'!‘.t"'a‘ll of Fi
rit ) [anal 'ﬁ,"ET
i The Third InternatiGiat = e
] The Permanent H-.‘w.";-hsl_|-."l'l,
jected collection Of Chins
i
L initial work on the ||1'\)j|.‘ylh3'
I 1 glarted it 15 Low -_-1||':.' o say
; I . ‘ 2oy volumes the
L |:-I "l 'iiﬂﬁenl
3 bt ; ; e
comme three gy hsla®
l . han RS "'"-':‘ll'l
' vand, the TS
L : 1 ;5_-'.?_!';:'] B

gy GORDON ADLER

Leon Trotsky was born in Odessa, of
Jewish parents. He was educated in a
cosmopolitan environment, and spoke
several European languages fluently, He
was famillar with the literature of
westermn Europe as well as that of Russia,

.nd at an early age understood the import-

gnce of literature and art in the process
of social evolution, During his long and
sctive p:r]iticxnl life he reta ined a deep
interest in the problems of literary art,
and wrote extensively on the subject,
aven during the period of his most
important political work, the preparation
{or the founding of the Fourth Internation-
1. Some of these essays are collected

in Leon Trotsky On Literature And Art,
edited with an introduction by Paul N.
siegel, and published by Pathfinder Press,
Wew York 1970 ($2.45), This work is in
two parts, the first dealing with Trotsky's
ideas on critical theory, and the second
gith essays in literary criticism, 1n

which his views on the work of individual
writers are discussed in detail,

[n the first essay, from Literature And
Revolution, Trotsky discusses two main
problems confronting the conlemporary
artist. The first concerned the claims
of the critic Victor Shklovsky that art
stood above classes, and could not be
seen in any relation to the changing

alignments of class forces that determined

the outcome of social conflices and the
course of history,

cerned the possibility of the existence of

ind the second con-
proletarian literature.

Shklovsky argues that since the greatest
works of the literature of Graeco- Roman

slave society and the feudal .-'--'k..|"-.|.l.‘ of

mediseval Europe still have ppeal
'M'll--"J'.n nlarx 1515 must be w :-c.-.;; in claim=
ing that reflects the class charactei

of the society from which 1l arose
'J—.-_“-'h'l_1,| in reply, disScusses the Marxist
copcept of the objective socl | depend-
ehce and |.::'|_i||ii:_ ol o

I.'-!- 130 L 5 itl |!|n. _ i g I A
Lhe =ocial L [ the “1*:5:._" g wiell ds

I. 1.|:L' I 1% 10138 il ]I does noet

il "incriminate" a pOat W ith the thoughts
nd fec 4 hich he © eg, but
false JUCsLl ol uch 107TE | | 1
..i-;:!,i|-|, \HCe. I.'.'l'-, to whicl ) i
itclings does a givi rtistic work corfe-
ipond In all v ',".'x'=l‘l=flli.k'.-" What

the socia) conditions of these thoughts
ind feelings? What place do they occupy
in the historic development o1 a SOCIEE)
ind of lass? And, further, whal

tter 1y’ heril L g has entered into the
€laboration of the new form? Under the
inlluence of what historic 'iIH]‘-.'!i:ll‘ have
the new complexes of feelings and
rl';‘\i”;!”-' broken through the ghell which

divides them from the T~|r'l]'n..'r1.: ol }'fu‘lfl-i'i
Consciousness " (pp 3U- il )
In this essay Irotsky recognises the rich
cultural traditions of Western Europe and
the great achievements of bourgeois art
and the art of the feudal and slave
Ecieties that preceded it The pru_"ll'."'i'
arian socialist revolution does not destray
the gains of the previous epoch, but
conditions for a new a more
profound understanding of human
rl_'t_]ti"l.[;,_\_ g

:‘:I'L-JLLS |i||'

"It would pe cnildish to think that every
clagy cin entirely ynd |"u,||.}' create iLs

';’.""-" art from within itsell. . .. Each new
rising class places itself on the gshoulders

of its preceding one, But this continuity
s dialectic, that is, it finds itself by
n . iy
Hi=ang ol internal [L‘l"u|>1C‘rL‘-. and breaks,

{p 37},

And againg "A work of art should, in the
flrsy ) "

||,.H!|1L.\|- L"} Il!.\ o I I-i-“’ ]
the law of art, But Marxism
in explain w |'a‘; and how a given
tende v 1 gn-cn

”'||[ 1 1
1 ¥ Yy
31T N
rt has origipated in @ _
in other words, who it

S8 TLASEO

was who made a demand for such an

.u'l,iﬂi-: form and not for another, and
why." (p 37)

In discussing the problem of proletarian
literature Trotsky draws attention to the
proletarian dictatorship as an instrument
of clags rule, the victorious workin
class, With the triumph of the world
révolution the need for such a dictator-
ship will decline until a truly classless
soclety emerges, [Insuch a world
socialist society there will be no prolet-
arian literature, only a classless
liberature, for the first time since the
first creation of private property in
primitive times,

Does this mean, then, that there is no
place for proletarian iiteratum, for
tendentious literature? Does il mean
that the bourgeols critics are right, that
all art created to advance a cause is
non-art, thatiis, mere propagamda?
]I‘w, says Trotsky. The very reverse is,
m_l‘-.u:l, true, It is those bourgeois
critics who deny the class roots of art,
who assert that art must not concemn

14 2 ant
h the real w orld, th l true a
orced (rom the social con-

critics who

itse i wit
quet be div
{licts of the day, . i
have aligned themselves with the ruling

it is these

L],_I!\'l‘:.

[n the era of the decline of C.JP“.]I'I!L!HT
in a world tom by wars, gcncndc:,
ruthless exploitation and destruction .:.f..
the earth's resources, 10 remain _mdlfln. £-
ent and to preach the doctrine of a 3
npure' art detached from all these l?.Sl,..li..i
is to upheld the interesis of the d-o]:mn.mt
class. In our own time, during the
period of the Indo-China war, 1t was not
those who chose 1o ignqr-‘: the war b:li'f.
those poels and song \Ft:l[a:‘.:l."& _whn:r ma hq‘.:
themselves the authentic voices 1‘.11 t ‘».
worldwide rebellion against it, ',-.,he:m.
work has the greatest claim to be recog-

nised as art,

Such literature is not l1¢c¢$$:1r%l','.pr:ale|1.‘
arian literature. In many c_n&lcf‘.;“.lll;snt e
outcry of the artist who p{:n.-:nln.:._d Itl-
conlmdictimu berwieen I:»clur_:gx.ots_l .r,u 5\
and the reality of bourgeois society. ¢
it can develop only

» proletarian : i
LTUS o and according to its

1t its own tempo,

e, o8 ‘_La‘q“
a4 .f}ht"?”: o

= - . — —-_-'":.t--‘. v e

Leo Tolstoy and Maxim Gorky at Yasnoya Polyana in 1900

igtrinsic laws,

- Leon Trotsky on Literature and Art

Bourgeols art developed

over a period of flye centuries before

the democratic revolutions gave political
Expréssion to the aspirations of the bour-
geolsie, Proletarian art cannot be pro-
duced, by command, in a few months
or even a few years,

The degeperation of the first workem'

state doe to the lsolation of the reyvolu-

# ow

Iy

tion in one country did, however, call
forth a type of literature that had a
definite social function, the defence of
the interests of the privileged stratum
that emerged in the Soviet Union afte-
the end of the civil war,
against this counterfeit literature,

this literature that distorts reality, that
falsifies history, that glorifies the bureau-
cracy, that Trotsky directed his attack.

ll was

"The revolution lays out the ground for
d neEw
methods of the old society, with the

class struggle, with violence, destruction
and annihilation,

soclety. But it does so with the

If the proletarian

revolution had not come, mankind would
have been strangled by its own contra-

TN

(]
-

R S —

The revelution saved society
and culture, but by means ol ih!:‘ most
cruel surgery.... the dictatership of the
proletariat is pot an organisation for the
production of the culture of a new
but a revolutionary and military
it." (pp 45-40)

dictions,

society,
system struggling for

In other words, at the time of the 'mrt‘h
of the first proletarian state, im poverished
by the heritage of war, famine, and
blockade, the material conditions fpr the
flowering of a proletarian ;Eulture did not
exist, and the demand for 1ts production
by the burcaucrals who gained control
of the workers' state could only ﬁisult‘

in literature that was neither proletarian
nor art, The proletarian state exists
during the transition from capitalism to
the classless society of communlism,

and proletarian literature is the cultural
product of this transition period.

" There is no revolutionary art as yet,”
wrote Trotsky in 1923, “There are the
elements of this art, there are hints and
attempts at it, :md,_wh,att is mare 1mp%rt-
ant, there is the reyolutionary man, who

is forming the new generation 1o his own

W
it el g

image and who is more and more in need
of this art." (p33)

"Does this exclude the possibility that
even in the period of revolutionary
dictatorship, there might appear eminent
scientists, inventors, dramatists out of
the ranks of the proletariat? Not in the
least, But it would be extremely light-
minded to give the name of proletirian
culture even to the most valuable
achieyements of individual represéntatives
of the working class, ., .Culture is the
organic sum of knowledge and capacity
which characterises the entire society, or
at least, its ruling class, ... Individual
achievements rise aboye this level and
elevate it gradually," (pp53-54)

Turning to the writer Tolstoy in Tolstoy:
Poet And Rebel, an essay writien on
Tolstoy's eightieth birthday, Trotsky
discusses Tolstoy's ideas, his achieye-
ments, and his influence on subsequent
Tolstoy was not a soclalist,

ge neratlons,

but 2 conservative anarchist. He was,
nonetheless, a giant who stood at the
very zenith of the attainments of bour-
geois literature. After analysing the
meaning of his work, Trotsky polnis out
that s the m :,'>||'_f"]- ol

Tolstoy rejected
ind for the last thirty years ol
stood

i i.'."i.'-.' -
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- of the epoch of transformation, bu *
e | ; 4 ] : y '. E 1 . ¢ ) e
e its victim,. His sulClae was the w1 a;
culmination of the inner co nflicts pro- [ .
duced by the turbulent period througi ’ %
7 X - T T 1 |
which he lived; a nd not, as the official (3
critics stated, an accident unrel ited to - 7

his life and work, 1
#
Trotsky analyses the work of Maxim ;

Gorki in some detail, and advances E’
reasons for the superiority of some Q.I p

his pre-revolutionary writing over his -

later work even though he committed | g

himself totally to the revolution, -

Other essays review the writings of su
widely different authors as Winston
Churchill, Jack London, Marcel Mart
Poincare, Celine, Sergei Essenin, 2
new writer of the time, Jean Malagua
He reveals a warm admiration for I
Silone's novel Fontamara, 3 brilliant
covel directed against Italian fasc
and discusses at considerable length
novel of Andre Malraux about the rol
of Stalinism in China, in an essay
entitled The Strangled Revolution,

{
Other essays deal with th!&_iﬂdﬂpﬂndl:
o[t t;e artilrt, art and politics in our & i ;
and the manifesto Towards A Free R i
i

utionary Art.

The work as a whele is a classical s
in literary criticism, and is a majot
contribution to an understanding of
~lose relationship of literature and
politics in the contemporary world,
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gy GEOFF PAYNE
Betwecen October {5-19 at the University
of New South Wales ke nsington campus
yoting for nexi year's president of the

5 - Bt - H i
Students' Union will take place.

the unlyersity has been
much quieler than in pr{-vi.ouz' } lr o
The lull in the student radicalisation has
been reflected in the fewer m_urzsbu:h_‘s_-:l
students willing to take part in political
setivities and Taterested in student
elections and 50 forth.

Politically,

However, the debate, discussion ;mel :
activity which has taken place on UNSW
campus this year hae not been altogether
insignificant, The main events Werc the
larisation of students around the
abortion question leading up 1o the bill
introduced into Federal Parliament by
Labor members McKenzie and Lamb;
the activities arranged for Gay Pride
Week in early September; and the "-'55'
putes which arose in the last month in
Sociology I and Political Science I with
regard 10 course structure and examin-
ation procedure.

The abortion debate on campus culmin-
ated in a general meeting of over 800
ctudents voting by two to one (o endorse
the motions calling for the repeal of all
sbortion laws and for a woman's right

to control her own body and life, It was
the only really successful policy-making
meeting of the Students' Union this year
compared 10 previous years when the
Vietnam war was continuously a focus
of mass support.

In recent weeks the role of the president
of the Students' Union has been brought
into question, Originally the election
for this position was scheduled for early
August, but some councillors on the
Students' Union Council wished to dis-
cuss whether the position of president
could become an unpaid position, and
consequently a part-time one, Later it
was decided at 2 further SUC meeting
not to pay a president next year.

What was most disturbing to those who
opposed the change was the forcing of a
hasty decision, without any coherent
alternative and without fully discussing
the role of the president. This position
could be wed to advance the interests
of students and the student movement
in waany important ways,

But so poorly thought out was the
attitude of those students wishing to

* "democratise" the position by sharing
Ihg—-rﬁ;pon#ibilities dround; that after 2
String of amendments, the motion
eventually carried completely contra-
dicted the spirit of the original motion,

‘I‘hg attempt by the majority of the SUC
10 implement a comm tiee structure
where committees would receive a -
portion ¢ [ the budget "to do their own
~ thi Wwas a reaction to the lack of
involvement of students in politics at
this time. Instead of understanding the
- umderlying causes of the lull in activity
and drawing lessons from this year's
7 activity, the "radicals" on the SUC
A _juhsﬁtutl‘{d an administrative manoeuyre
.« for a programme of demands around
- a:;ieh Students could be arcused out of
& their apathy, The dissenters present at
4 meeting moved that such an
¢ 'Iﬂpgt:m change should be ratificd
v | qﬂ 4t a general meeting of
- students this was finally agreed to,

- Young Socialist, the leaflet i
Yo ublished by
: ﬁlaﬁminlin Youth Club on Eampu: 35
%m&; I::ci:tlist position on the
iRy Of €neral meeting, It called
f;ﬂn m_;:un of president to be a paid
£ ‘..nf_ﬂ would aid student struggles
e the political role of the presid-
“:h? :Ii.ud. The altemative
ve students without adequate
p ﬁl:mm?:;eaﬁd influence
st ero university
i?i:' The seventy students
N d 1o reject the SUC's
. ;:illun with many Students!
HACLLION now voting against

¥ previous positions,

¥ious soclalist candidates
..-. i u.r ” - .
iy Sampus have waged veE:SEdL ¢
, ﬂmm inﬂlim in the past although
i being elected, The
Al %ﬂ Llob which agrees with
it the Sacialist Yourh

R A e e

Split-up of

Runs for President at UNSW

Aliance -L_‘1_":u|l..d (n) ¢tand a candidatc
in thie coming ¢lection Lo p'.'._:_-._lr.1 l "
]~i'u‘q1'~t]1'!|'l‘:~.' al oppositicn
the rt'ghlu..wg §ile
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ynd ‘a2 Strategy W hich
university Lo .|t1.u~'|i'. more : Sl
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aexles b L~ conscious decision Of
struggles Dy the consclon C
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In his preside ntial statement for the
ctudent newspaper, Th irunka, Geoll
payne pointed out that the united mass
rction of students could achieve signific-
nt reforms of the university that w auld
be in the Intercsts of students and the

working class.

Some of the main de nands of the cam

hilosophy

Dr Hove and Ms Mednis) without any
consultation with the students of the
department and many staff members 100,

BY PAUL MclENAGHAN

Although the recent strike in the philos-
ophy department at Sydney University for
4 course in feminist stodies was victor-
ious, it has become quite clear that the
struggles in that department arc far

{rom Over,

The departmental constitution which
provides for all staff and students to have
equal attendance and yoting rights on
issues central to the department was
ignored, This constitutional power was
overruled in the recent philosophy strike,
by the echelons of university power and
was a strong factor behind the logic of
the strike.

The latest event has been the decision of
the Vice-Chancellor to split the philos-
ophy department into two departments,

2 "Traditional and Modern Philosophy™
department and a "Critical and Contem-
porary Philosophy" department. This
decision was made upon the recommen-
dation of five staff members (professors
Armstrong, Campbell, and Rose;

Firstly, the proposed resolution of the
tension in the philosophy department
could be used as a precedent for dealing
with similar situations in other depart-

Women's Embassy during philosophy strike at Sydney University

Successful Chile Forums Held '

BY BERNIE MURPHY A differcor kind of meeting was held on
f‘_ﬂ.-i-l=_,-|;in_':' 27 in the Sydney Trades Hall
. o \ bBout 7O miembe T thiz |
The recent mth.m;- coup in Chile ha: the Socializst Work Les A W1
:mlﬁ-‘t}bﬂd widespread interest on the Aus- the Communist |'-' S0 WAL : L .I"|
: 3 ; - SITEIREIAL L ' v O LI {5
ll'-t!ldl‘l !CH. ,-*.E.:II:'}' who had believed that ittended a debat ST I| ' F ol 2
Chile under Allende was advancing Chilean : ; o [ g Sl
= g Chilean couy i revalutls . ]
to socialism .Ili._‘-nﬂ a "opeace[ul road” Haol x i . 2 ; '
have received | le : [0Imes presented the viewpoint of the
4 C d EnoCk -i.Iii_:l ire trying to SWL and Denis Frenev sp ke far th
understand how such a disaster came Svdney district : i : A
» : : S QIIEY d I CETTIIM ATLC |
about, Of all the tendencies of the left i
only the Trotskyists have been able to Dave H
! o 3 - 1 i il | |
offer a clear .lel}-:.i: and balance sheet ( duty -1 | I
G,I' the PDPU]JT L] HIH_']' X i"'ul'fit' nce and | ! . - L i |
1 B Wal iy W s " ; 3 : figlis 5 I
point the way lorward, The various this 1 . o ey
.;n:..:di:mlu.;z. and the Stalinists B Nk s .
1ave nothing to sas i e '
Ve .LtLlhlng to say, only a l_‘u_*l.r-';.n] proved three main
10 obscure and cloud over, T T R AR
Lk ] MOT 3 E ) 11E )
o - 9 I'l 1L U | i
lltn S}rdﬂﬂ} the Socialist Youth Alliance i 3 I|I
4un - a »F E e rt R k . -'-.- YOIt
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three campuses, Over the last several
weeks [orume have been held at the : .

University of NSW, Macquarie Universin

oy : . 1L

and Sydney University, At each the vent
dilendance was over 30, Dave lolmes L_xl : : I
from the editorial board of DIRECT ; I R
_-'t'nc I‘I.(-..".h: Was Ei".L‘ i;_.'._.”_-_l’l_k' _l"i‘.ﬁl iy 1'..': &
d::\‘ui@}:-nlg the : nalysis familiar @ i I

réeadeérs of this paper, In each « t
1 1 il - = e
TV 1
‘w-.!‘.,hl...,]rtj list analysis pu

SOC L |
16rward was very well received,

The split is disturbing for several reasons.

paign relate 1o who

university — big bussl‘hz::i:u;:b‘ :
ind staffy a living wage fo W ﬂilﬁ“
would be tled to the cost Jf?ud‘mh
i.e,, students should ke rmel

strains of part-time jobs 4nd :[ k.

on parents' incomes and tjyy |'z= e ey
should be overcome by ﬂu:umnﬂi
these wages as prices incr:ucmﬁ
Further demands related to 0 o

the university to migrants, %
women and other appmmh m&h'

and in general making the lel;] o,
relevant to the problems of m-eie:}-

Such a campaign is design
ed
the role of education -inﬁ the ‘::-n?:tl’hir.-

under the present system and to
out the need for students to fight 1o

change it and to ally themsel
struggle for a socinlzst mcict;:ts Wil e

partment

ments. (If all department tensi

3 jw
to be handled this way, will the e
university have twice the number of
departments it has now?7)

Secondly, given the powers o
Chancellor, it is equﬁﬂc{“;' ch;hl-:tth";}:!-
this power may only be the prelude o
dissolving the "Department of Contem.
porary and Critical Philosophy" altosets,
in the same way as the present decisiss
to split the philosophy department was
made — since it is clear from the 1dnis
istration's attitude toward the feminist
course is that this type of philosophy is
not fayoured by them.,

Thirdly, if the suggestions of the five
staff members who proposed the split are
fully adopted no student would be able
to take credit courses from both depan-
ments either to count as one subject or
two. This représents a tremendons
restriction on the freedom of students &
choose what they wish to study and
further reinforces a purely artificial asd
expedient distinction benween typesel
philosophy.

Lastly, this case represents yet anothes
instance of the hierarchical and authorits
arian decision making in the univemsity
and cuts across the constitution of the

department and the rights of staff and

students to decide matters affecting thet
educational activities.

The students haye already begun Orgass
ing opposition to the split decision as #
represents a complete overriding oibtlt
power of the department @ decide its

future,

it all the moe
autonomas
udent contrd
whilst the

This new struggle makes
clear, that the struggle for
departments run by staffl-st
is going to be a long one

restrictive university by=1aws, which
aives decision-making power to L€
s - 1 yard and the
Senate, the professorial hoard and i

; contiot

faculties over the departments;
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Correction

Dear coml des,

come factual Errors werc contained in
the luinh.':i version of my article on the
(ttack against David Deutschmann in

: no 47 of DIRECT AC TION,

jssuc vl

1'i|'-‘|'|'}- |_“:|‘.|h.l,h.'“.'.|‘:. after the attack
SYA did not ¢ 111 only for an i'l'l.q..".i'!l..;.Jli{_'-u
by the gindenls ll"]”."!_‘lj;h the 5“1:. but {or
4n investigation by the administration as
well, Later, when it became apparent
.dministration would not investig-
bashing of Deutschmann, but in
instead was considering an investigation
into "violence' at La Trobe in general,
A [ni.'-.‘.k'l'l;ﬂia"n which we considered
would proy ide the pretext for a witch
hunt against all lefrists and '.'.Il."ulf.i lead
1o r.:priﬁ.rt:- agalinst students inyolyed
in the expulsion ol the South Vietnamese
envoy, SYA withdrew its call for an
sdministration investigation, This was

that the
e the

important also because the rightists on
campus had distorted the SYA call and
sttempting 1o confuse students inlo

wWier-
1 gENET 1

thinking that we supported

|r!ql1iT'] i

secondly, SYA did not circulate a
statement for endorsement by all

jw'|i1'i['.|| clubs, to the effect that they
disassociale themselves from the attack,
Slatements issued h'ﬁ_ all of the |'=,."l!L.l_._ 11

clubs made this unneécessary .

Thirdly, the statements "Studenl opinion
Eies -

e clearly absolutely against anyonc using

o settle differences of political

chould be undersiood 1n the

yviolénce
grientation",
context that we do nol consider the

In the three vears that DIRECT
ACTION has been going, our reader-
ship and influence has been growing
and reaching out into new areas, In
a situation where we are up against
all the power of the capitalist class
and its control over the mass media,
its very encouraging for the supporters
of DIRECT ACTION who work so hard
getting the paper out to find readers
and supporters popping up in new
places, not just in country areas of
Australia, but overseas as well,

from Ceylon, to Canada, to England.

It's alsa encouraging to see how
DIRECT ACTION is being seen more
and more by ovr readers as a 2l lying
paint to organisc against the capital-
ist system, Last week we received the
the following letter from a supporter
in Bendigo, Victoria,

Dear Conin Il'll"l
Now that the disillusionment af the
Wworkers o ith the laker ”l,.th‘I" !L:C".'él =
ernment has set in, and rh-._“, have
been e poscd as just inother try }'”_l

the capitalists at "making the system
work™ 1 suggest that the time 15 ”";]“
for the Socialist Youth Alliance and
the Socialist Workers Le 1gue O run &

-
HEMALE Can i'n_i 11 .

\l the Senate elections next year we
1 great deal of the workers

A UPPOTT ?.':_ l'-"li!I:i: l.._ll:'-.i'i.i.i.!e:; in Cur

WO ctror t states, NSW and Vicl-
i \Ithough 1-_-_-|=|L;:|t| not get a
. | :i'HJ"-l‘-]"_"p "-:'i-hliFl 1 1EWw
years we could build enough support
'-_' 2 1 member inte the Senate,
The tralla P rty, Lthe |-,‘~.1--[1}-hor.\s'_*

- sport magnate Gordon
| i i . Y
BatTlon has been sie "J'!} increasing Iis

Uuppor nee 1"4_‘:';" ";l.i is li!'l.."-":l l-“}

- pil 1151 prcss (o gCl al least onc

e tor elected this next election,

car It\_ll-.r yvolc .:!-HI

cighteén %
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isturbed by whal hiad @CERER

L4
jdies 19 5trui,;'

:EI'. LS COInrd
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LETTERS

relusal 1o allow the South Vietnamese
Envoy Lo speak on the campus to have
‘een an act of violence. We consider
thai I.j.”’}'fr'ill".."‘ the Thieu dictatorship a
public forum on La Trobe would have
been an act of support for this mass
murderer, and an unfriendly action

EQ_'.-‘ ard the vast majority of the people ol
vietnam, And the students who expelled
Quang were acling on the basis of a vote
by over 200 students who attended his

meeting,
Yours [ratemally,

Steve Painter,

Likes Paper

Dear Frie ndas,

I have been subscribing to DIRECT
ACTION for some months now and

generally find myself in agreement with

the articles in it. [ always read the
World Revolution section and your

international news
[t is often very difficulr, if not imposs-
ible, to find sut from the capit 1ist

!1_]', '.."_:k.-'-" Lntenest.

just what is really going on in other
parts of the world,
Your coverage of the coup in Chile in
issue 48 was by far the best of any paper
I've seen,. What occurred there 1s
indeed temrible and shows how fatal i
1or soc1allst (o hawe :"I _x s
natwre of capitalism and 15 institunions
Yo . =
].B

the inclusion of parties names on the
ballot papers we would get ma
votes, Many people have read our
paper over the past lew yéars and
would know about us. We could get
i areat deal of publicity and

eventually a seat in the Senate,

HC:_‘}.‘- up the good work,
Yo (1 e ET .

XC urs Irater --H}'

Jim Peterson

\lthough we don't plan to stand
candidates in parliamentary election:
at the present time, Its interesiing (@
note that many of our readers do make
quite optimistic estimates ol our
potential influence. The impressive
quality of our newspaper often leads
people to think that we are bigger
and stronger than we I\_"llilll"r are,

but in comparison with the tasks that
confront us, we are relatively wea k.
[t is going to take a 1ot more hard
work and battling by our supporters to
build us intc an '-;;tgu-'n.ﬂix’*n that can
camy out Lthose EEE-I".\' that can lead a
successful struggle against the exploit-
ition, violence and inequalities of
capitalist society.

One of the most important steps in
building such an organisation 1z
{creasing the circulation of DIRECT
.'\CT{Q:‘;.I you can help us in this by
taking a bundle ol papers to sell in
yvour aréa, al your job or 5¢ hool.

We send them to you at 1/3 discount,
so you only have to sell 2/3 of them
to break even. Why not try a bundle
of 10 or 20 to start with?

An example of what can be done in
areas where DIRECT ACTION 15 not
sold re gularly is the case of thrce

pe ople from Sydney who went 10
Lewcastle one day last week, They
cald sixty at lunch time at Newcastle
University, [ifteen outside BHP, and
in the shopping centre a nd

a total of nearly

others
around the pubs for
159 sold that day.
ON at 10 issues for £1

TION at | /3 discount 1O sell

DIRECT ACTION FORUMS

y y TTHE EUSSHH REVOLT ”Ed Dave Holmes

at 139 ST JOHNS talks on the enduring significance of the first
ROAD, GLEBE, socialist revolution in history on the occasion of

Melbourne o e conp v

aft 140 QUE.E.HEEEERY rccent Figlﬂ_-'..'. i'|1=;{ iC“-'F‘ ind the lessons it holds
STREET, CARLTON,

a THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 8,00 pm
Adelalde "THE CRISIS 1N THE MIDDLE EAST" Greg
150N e I | T 1

it 237 RUNDLE STREET,
ADELAIDE,

)

Q.
S
i
?

“Could you let me have $36,000 till payday?”

the dollars and cents that you give to
the DIRECT ACTION fund drive, 50
But send us what you can today and help us
put out a berter DIRECT ACTICN &
Just fill in the coupon below?l

Like the cigar-smoking bludger above,
we're a little embarassed about having
to ask our friends for money,
while he's frittering away his friend's

36, 000, we'll be making good use of

ldmatﬂ ﬁn.....;ﬂn-'.-|-.-$154qJlilﬂﬂil}}i.‘adi|iilﬂl‘illliiln-ﬂi4.i
Please send me a receiptissoee--

mh{E,..-.¢-4ll|'1.rq--l-rnfrtl-iliitili!iliuniil
}1DDRESS.|..+..-|¢---...1.-.---1--!-!tll-l.tt-n.-rI
send to DIRECT ACTION Fund Drive,

from the editorial board of DIRECT ACTION

its fifty-sixth anniversary.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 8,00 pm

"ART AND REVOLUTION" Gordon Adler,
frequent contributor to DIRECT ACTION discusses
the relationship between politics and art,

Deutschmann examineés the h:li}.gr:-u'nul to the
for socialists,

THURSDAY, NOVEMEER 8, 5.00 pm
WISSUES FACING THE UNION MOVEMENT™

E‘{" 1 KeErs will -.ili{u:,_{ LOTTE :'_,E' the central issues

confronting the union movément at this time,
uch as tho f inflation, the 35-hour week and

o
| I - 5 - .
L3¢ threal \_[ Wage iréeern .

\damson talks on the re
.‘15.“.5'.'!1.' [..""I : il

- [ -
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BY JIM McILROY

The recent migrant workers' conference
held in the Melbourne Trades Hall on
October 5 and 7 gave a clear indication
of the growing assertiveness of migrants
in seeking answers to the special prob-
lems they face in the Australian work-
force and society in gereral,.

The attendance of an estimated 400, the
majority of whom were migrants, repres-
ented an important step fonward for
migrant workers in this country,

At the same time, while the final docu-
ment accepted by the conference as an
expression of aims contained a large
number of valuable proposals for tackling
migrants' special problems in the work-
force, the lack of a coherent plan under-
lying the conference was revealed
starkly in the final session when the final
document was to be hammerd out,

In the end, George Zangalis from the
CPA, acting on behalf of the organising
committee of the conference, effectively
railroaded through the draft document
without even putting several important
amendments to a vote, One such amend-
ment, moved by a member of the
Soclalist Workers League and paralleled
by a suggestion from a Spanish woman
worker who had spoken earlier, called
fora rejecti;m of the fraud of a prices-
€S policy as proposed by the Aus-
tralian Labor Goveroment, g};:e it is
aimed effectively at a wage freeze. The
amendment supported the demand for a
- $90 minimum wage, (as proposed in the
draft document), while calling for the
implemeatation of a real counter to
inflation through automatic monthly
Wage adjustments according to a cost-
of-living index kept by the ACTU,

The speaker argued that migrant workers,
as a big proportion of the lowest paid
workers in Australia would be among the
bit by a wage freeze, While
‘migrant workers did {ace special oppress-
don, and divisions do exist amon,
- Workers in Australia, unity of all workers
 can be achieved in action by a
- struggle around a common Programme
for common interests, The coming
- referendums on prices and incomes poze
- & vital challenge to the labor moyement
353 whole, a da comect strategy to
Ehtinflation is a vital necessity at this
S8 The lack of time available to
discuss 55 this matter, and the failure 10
W€ Ba it, resulted in the incomect
ategy of a call for control of prices
U adopted by default, This was one
Tiant reflection of the lack of

:m‘milfrm:ation emerging from the

% oL very worthwhile. de
the ‘mfni‘doc'\mm::,a ‘h‘gm

ever, These included demands that:

", ..the inhuman treatment, intimidation
and arbitrary dismissal, especially after
injury and job activity, of migrant
workers by employers must be vigorously
combatted, Awards and safety regula-
tions must be fully explained in the
migrant workers' own languages, and
then be strictly policed." "Migrant
workers must be specially assisted to
acquire skills through training and re-
training and their overseas trade qualific-
ations should be recognised subject to a
local test if necessary." “"Unions

logs of claims to contain these demands:

* English to be taught on the job, during
working hours, without loss of pay and
at the workers' convenience,

* Establishment of child-care centres at
the place of employment, paid for by
the employers and the government, and
managed by the parents of the children
attending the centres.” '"Female

labor should be paid at the rate for the
Jjob. Special attention should be paid to
the particular problems of female
migrant workers. '

"No migrant would be denied any social-
service payments or political voting

rights on the grounds of length of resid-
ence and nationality. The trade-union
principle of equality of rights must apply
in this social and political sphere, Inform-
ation on all matters related to voting in
elections should be available in all
languages, "

"All information and documents on social
services and legal transactions should be
in the migrants' languages, "

“All 15-24 year old migrants should have
the opportunity to leamn English and a
trade, "

All incoming migrants should enjoy the
same assisted passage facilities as British
migrants, "

"Support for the National Health Scheme,
Free hospital and medical as well as free
medical care for the aged parents of
migrants, "

"Old age pensions must be paid at 60
years of age and at no less than 75 per
cent of the worker's normal income, "

"'Paid matemity leave for 12 weeks on
full pay and paid paternity leave for
two weeks,"

And under the heading Education: Culture
and Language:

"The State education system must fully
cater for the English language ds of
children and adult migrants as well as

for the teaching of migrant languages
apd caltores:,  The govermments muse
urgenfly ‘allocate adequate funtls,

s e 2 . L
strike at Ford's Broadmeadow plant in June demonstrated militancy of migrant worken

personnel and other facilities to the
working class schools where mpost migrant
children attend. "

"All teachers should be thoroughly pre-
pared for teaching in schools in a multi-
cultural society. This preparation should
include the learning of other languages
and knowledge of the social and cultural
backgrounds of migrants. "

"All newly arrived migrants have the
right to intensive English language
courses on full pay."

Other demands were raised under the
heading Trade Union Involvement,

These included: "Election and promotion
of migrants of both sexes as union
officials and organisers,

Creation of a trade-union education
programme for migrants conducted in
all languages."

"Employment of multi-lingual personnel
in union offices as well as union public-
ations and other important services
should be multi-lingual;publication in
migrant worker languages of a series of
special booklets on unionism and unions,
on workers' compensation, long-service
leave and other conditions, "

The main debate came around proposals
for the establishment of special bodies
for migrants within the trade-union
movement, The draft document (which
was accepted) called for: "Establishment
of migrant trade-union committees con-
sisting of union members which can
meet together and discuss their problems
in their own languages and work out what
they and their unions can do."

And: "Establishment of a trade-union
advisory centre for migrant worke
confined to social work, but to dey
the active involvement of i
workers in specifi
union campaign

not

and ger

Some speakers considered that these
proposals implied splitting
workers from Australian
and dn.‘\.'clopmj!, a separate 1
within the trade unions a
as a number of people pointec
migrants have a very special fc
oppre in this
to get together a
problems in the n language, to
develop a consciousness of to fight
their exploitation and the d iminations
they face ir iety.

wrong in p
outlined, but w
practice «

such c

ociety. They need

liscuss out their

If they are

and

rank-and-file migrant inyolyement in
discussing their own problems and the
affairs of the union then they can

succeed. Australian workers themsels
and particularly trade-union officialy
must accept the special needs of migns
workers as a precondition to a real usify,

The experience of the Ford strike at
Broadmeadows showed the sort of
problems that can arise. Migrant workes
who were invariably shunted into the
most super-exploited jobs on an ever-
accelerating production line became
fed up. The overwhelming propostios
of those who endured the long strike K&t
migrants, 42 languages were repies
at the Broadmeadows Ford plant. Ose
of the most important features of the
strike was the obyious spirit of intersils
ional solidarity — a feeling which cas
well provide lessons for Australian
workers,

Migrant workers form an ever increasisg
proportion of the industrial worldorce,
Women migrants especially occupy e
worst and lowest paid jobs, Possiblyts
biggest ovation of the whole conferess
was given to the Spanish woman who
called for the abolition of piece work
as an oppressive system which affects
migrant women most of all, These
women must be able to come together
and work out ways of fighting such
oppression.

This coming together must be hclp‘!}:"
along by all possible meansy \\’:::‘ .
the proposed committees will w

this way remalins to be seen,

There were a number of problems :h.h
the organisation of the conference
must be reconsidered next “;f{anl'
roblem of language was im i
Some people wanted the ch!elf;'f-"”
be all in one place, all i.nj.n%lli 0
Problems of translation made
impractical, At the same tlme;ﬂ'i
the useful proposals came from Ehe
separate migrant language gmupd P
which the conference was divide
half of its time, More time for
ion is required, The final all-in
was too short, too unwieldy, 199
bureaucratically handled.

to
The success of this new venture i

lem
migrants discussing their m:}?cp;:la
can only come about with el

participation of the migrants mnd all
The broadest of participation & 1
democracy can only ald ;nllti;:m‘
larification, something whic
lacking in the final instance at
conference,
Despite this, the migrant wo‘r}'-fl‘:‘:;n
ference did represent a Imsmumzﬂ!’.
forward in bringing togather som‘
interesied people, atound these i

uestid




