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- Y & i Aids To Memory

Y . - PRIVATE JAMES HEALY, Argyll and Sutherland
i ] . Highlanders, dragged a bleeding body over the
: S i Peronne battlefield in August, 1917, after a German
: o A stick bomb had ripped flesh from his leq, shattered

. i ' '.,5'_'- - the bone and torn off a finger. Far away in. Mel-
' : / e 0 bourne, Australia, ex-Lieut. Robert Gordon Menzies was
g | building up o profitable legal practice. He had proudly
T e worn two pips, but cast them aside at the first roll
LS ey : " il of drums.

EXLIEUT MENZIES' Government laid four Crimes

Act charges against the General Secretary of the
Waterside Workers' Federation, following the efforts sl
of James Healy and the wharfies to succor lw_' s
out New Zea,lcmd watersiders. “fed

Theerimes}&ctwmmmducedby%' o




e President was William Morris Hughes, th

v Labor Party Leader in the Federal F‘cnrlic':me?:t:k N |
t of the Waterside Workers' Federation, later '
iplionist, renegade, recipient of a £25,000 aift
of the Crimes Act under which another
leader was charged. T

Struggle Was His Birthmark

“I never could believe thet Providence had sent a
few, men into the world, ready booted and spurred to
ride, and millions ready saddled and bridled to b J-C
vidden—TRichard Rumhbold, last words on a British
‘gallows, 1685,

JAMES HEALY was bon in Gorton, the heatt o° industrial
| Manchester, in 1808, Around his humble home was smoges
ed Manchester, with its black dust and dirty ditches thab

Rod.

{ once been crystal




| e The Irish In Him

i L “I make no war on palriotism, never have done. Bul

: agm; the patriotism of capitatism I place the patriot-

' ism of .the working-class, the patriotism which judges i
N every public ach by its effect on the fortunes of those

. who tol. That which s good for the working-class

'3 cam mlﬂomm M'—James Connolly, the Ivish martyr

Eﬁ& ALY was m:gm up in Irish as well as Mancnester fer-
== ment. He becamg s member of the Irish Land League,
ﬁa‘ohu Redmond, M.P., and other Home Rulers. He
1y red the emm of James Conno a.nd Jim Larkin.

_smnh,
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,on it arrived. He lay too long on the frozen ground, and got
frostbite to complicate the deep splinter wound,

Near Healy was Harry Lauder’s son. He could never be &
great people’s comedian, like his father. Herr Krupp sil-
enced his Scots voice forever. L

Patched up in Blighty, Healy was back in the water-filled
trenches early in 1917. The Western Frong battles swayed;
the Germens, though blooded and blockaded, could attack
violently. By August, 1917, Pte. Healy found mmse):r one of
a party of Argylls holding an advance post before Peren:m.
A shower of German stick bombs wiped out the whole
except Healy. With blood flowing tmm gaps in his
and torn leg and the stump of a finger, Healy wet the mh
soil over a long trail toward me al aid, British soldiers
picked up a broken body and carried it to a field htmﬁﬁsl«
“The doctors decided to hack off Pte. Healy'’s grenade-busted
leg, then changed their minds and gave it a chance. Ple.
Healy was in hospital for over five mon months, Three months
later Pte. Healy's papers were marked: “Untit for further
active service. L

The Man Behind The Guns _
“I’ye hear oj Martin b?ﬁootey, th rmm balumi th;b un;



1925, the Healy family came to Australia on a nominated
migrant passage, landing at Brisbane from the strike-delayed

Soldier Of Peace

"I my soldiers were: to begin to think, no one would
m"fi in the ranks’—Frederick the Great, Prussian

HEALY had known a Glasgow lad in his regiment,
nat yet 20, who had moved in the illegal direction—
t.he blood and fire. They sentenced the lad to

h. Not a man in this lad’s company of the Argyll and
Highlanders would serve in the firing squad.

The battle veterans accepted the right of an immature lad
q%:: from war, just ds Lieutenant Menzies had resigned.

officers got soldiers from elsewhere to kill him,

ﬂealy had discovered that the glory of war was a lie.
ga that they inscribed lies on the memorials and tombs
wmulm&. Statues of Liberty were always the beautiful
w» the yout.htm Glasgow war-resister stand-

blin e firing squad, the Russian soldier
%ﬂu with his Iaat“ betcre 1917, voting the qnly way he

 could agunst o Komanov Siitoher, ok e Folin
: back how ds his het.ra m !' f
 Geneal Nivelle's Operation Massacre, Too “’g, 03

: ’s mates become of ¢ s

& inl aw;%‘ﬁmetﬂhat advénmd:aﬁ%ssgtm e R
; became a soldier of

.m the sol pewe. Tommnsg

Saophocles.

On Peace Day, 1919, Jim Healy had ‘married
Betty McGowan, at Edinburgh, Scotland. On the
39nd anriversary of their wedding, Mr. and Mrs. Healy
arrived at the Federal Court, Sydney, where Heoly
later rescived four Crimes Act convictions—for having
carried out the decisions and instructions of his union,

5

Glimpse Of The Future

“I have seen the future, and it works"—Lincoln
Steffens, American writer, on vigiting Russia after the
1017 Revolution.

HEALY worked at a Mackay sugar mill, North Queensland,

as an Australian Workers' Union member, then on m&w

wharves. He joined the Australian Labor Party, took a keen

interest in the Australian labor moyement, and soon |

AL.P ‘Branch Vine President and Watersiders' Branch
come from the post-war &up:mim

Grsut Depression, His wharf earnings:
't anoush to suppnrt a mfe M

:
upashimroadiqbﬁnmﬂum
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Wharfies’ Leader

“He (Healy) has o first-class bragn and his word,
once given, has been accepted by a succession of Mini-
sters wha have never had to reproach themselves with

. being too trusting.—Admission by the Sunday Sun
Gmgam Correspondent May 27, 1951.

Jm ‘HEALY moved from Mackay to the Sydney wharves in
1936, to handle soda-ash, pig-lead, double-dumped wool,
Toad rails and cheap tin trays. Those were the days of
‘round-the-clock shifts, work in rain, hail or storm, no pro-
B e e e e o
‘safel ecautions n entations e press over
the many wharfies killed and injured, 5
~_ Sydney wharfies recognised Healy as a man who would
for their rights, and asked him to stand as General
ry. He was elected by a fair majority, nine months
er he arrived in Sydney. There was no annual leave; it
now one day's annual leave for every 26 worked or at-
Attendance money was unknown in 1937; today it

W

Near the end of the 1861-65 American Civil War, the armed
Confederate raider Shenandoah lost a propellor oif Australia
and put into Melbourne for repairs. The Shenandoah flew
the ensign of the Southern slave-owners, she was sinking
the shipping of Abraham Lincoln, who had proclaimed
smancipation of the Negro slaves. The colonial Governor
and officials, the wealthy and privileged, showed their sym-
pathy with the slave-owners, gave the Shenandoah repalr
facilities and, as the Argus of those days reported, threw
the doors of the Melbourne Club open to the raider's officers,
Port workers of Melbourne thought differently; they demon-
strated azainst the slavers' men. At their first opportunity,
Australian maritime workers had shown their hatred of the
enslavement of man. ;

In 1871, the people of Paris rose against the treachery of
Thiers, the Petain of those days, who was betraying them
t6 the Prussians, and set up the first Soclalist Government
in history—the Paris Commune. Among the Commune lead~
ers to escape hanging were the Marquis Henri-Victor de
Rochefort-Lucay, a fine writer and democrat, who

to be called Henri Rochefort, and Loulse Michel, e .

teacher, ambulance-driver and nurse in the 1870-71
Paris, who bore a rifle in the §lst Battalion of the Com-
mune army and, like Rochefort, stood to the barricades until
the last. They, with other survi GCommunards,
sentenced to conviet transportation for life to
henttoxlmﬂhnﬂ" 0! maragpst;mnl,
treated like wﬂdhﬁﬁ}ﬁ% i
mmmmm@mmm



ﬁe ul:? lay in the harbor, sought personally to entertain
*ea one family whose father had fought for freedom.”
sympathy for victims of persecution is in the true
Australian tradition—a tradition that Jim Healy has fought
to uphold and develop, '

“Their Conscience Is Clear”

“Bul to hove to stand by while even the very poor
are_having their vast possessions taken from them—
their last bit of bedding (and it s freezing wealher),
the poor ricksha man his ricksha; while thousands of
disarmed soldiers who have sought sanctuary with you,
togelher with many hundreds of innocent civilians,
gre taken out before your eyes to be shol or used for
bayenet practice, and you have to listen to the sound
of the guls that are killing them; while a thousand
women kneel before you crying hysterically, begging
you to save them from the beasts that are preying on

em . . . this 15 a hell I hed never before envisaged.
Rebbery, murder, rape continue unabated . . . One
poor woman was rngd’ 37 times. Another had her five
~months' infant deliberately smothered by the brute
to stop its crying while he raped her”—H. J. Timperly -
mw War Means), Manchester Guardian correspon-
: “in China, on the Japanese rape of Nanking,
long after the Japanese raped, robbed and slaughtered

the British ship Dalfram arri Po

Port

SR

=science, the men helped to despatch the pig-iron for the use
of the Japanese Government . . .

“For myself, I honor the men who stoed out as long as
they could and those who supported them. They went far,
and wilh sincerity of heart and purity of motive, sacrificed
much to vindicate, for the whole Australian community, a
general humanitarian sentiment, and the right to insist on
personal freedom of conscience where restrained by law . . .

“1 conclude my consideration of this most unpleasant in-
cident,” added Sir Isaac Isaacs, “with unbounded admiration
for the struggle for humanity and for freedom of conscience.
I believe that Mount Kembla, with the sturdy but peaceful
and altogether disinterested attitude of the men concerned,
will find a place in ouy history beside the Eureka Stockade,
with its more violent resistance of a less settled time, as a noble
stand against executive Dictatorship and against an attack
on Australian Democracy.” 5 )

Of the wharfies whom Roach and Healy led in this his-
toric struggle, Sir Isaac Isaacs sald:

“Their conscience is clear.” )

® Ted Roach is today serving 12 months jail for “con-

o B e T s it
or ve newspapers, has : a six months’
jail sentence under Crimes Act, following publication of
demands for an ending of the Korean war.
@ James Healy received four ‘convictions under the Crimes

“We'll Be Back”
i e ve shall be back to make
aﬁf’m w:ftfm to Sydney wharfies w
fused to handle lead for his ship,



Black Armada

“We know that the dey of exploitation of the re-
sources and the pe of one country for the benefit
any group in another country e defnilely over."—
‘ t Roosevelt, 1943, .
3’;“( HEALY was leader, in 1945-49, of the solidarity struggle
‘xth the Indonesian liberation movement — a struggl

le
- won world fame for Australian trade unions. Indo-
an sweat and tofl, Indonesian oil, rubber, tin, spices, copra,
B e = Laeiting Yia'a penny
an_av me of som e
< A day 1 million Indonesians. .s DL
_Pacific War, the Dufch assembled in Austral-
to crush the gewly ﬁrmnef"&?dﬁfi :'Eh tﬁ%ﬂ%?
( 5 / e onesian lic.
the Dutch tried to load and move the armada, in
e Indonesian crews struck, and the whari-

published by the underground press and radio of Spain, giv-
ing mew heart to Resistance fighters.

The Council of Ministers of the Spanish Republic, the su-
preme Cabinet of the Republic-in-Exile, issued under the
name of the Spanish President, Senor Alvaro de Albornoz,
this statement:

“In connection With the noble gesture of the waterside
workers of Australia in refusing to load any kind of goods
for Spain, as a proiest against the survival of the Franco
regime in our country, the Spanish Republican Government
wished to express to those workers its profound recognition
of the spirit of selidarity which this action signifies towards
the cause we are defending, and for its worthy example,
which strongly contrasts with the vacillating policy of the
governments of certain democratic Powers.

“If this determination of the Australian workers were
emulated by the great trade union organisations, even for
a short while, the abominable regime which oppresses our
pe%ple would disappear.” : !

ealy’s name is hated among the friends of the butcher
Franco. But among the people of Madrid, who gave the r
world the slogan against Fascism—"No Pasaran!” They Shall
Not Pass!—it is spoken with honor.

The Tradition Healy Follows

“An injury to one is an injury to all’—Old trade

union slogan. !

I'I' was no accident that Australian wharfies

the peoples of China, South-East
Tt wes 0o e sh ;
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emu- £120 a weel goes from Sydney wharﬂea y
aanzcﬁom for sick wharfies or am.&a
dead. No worthy appeal 15 evar rejecmd
Sydney watersiders make
N. Children's Fund,

and South Sydney
pﬂu'nu and nther sufferers. s
u:ureﬁy to share their bmhd with fellow wm:ket;




