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A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

5] INTRODUCTION

" «Tgere they go again! There go Cringe’s white
- glaves! Your fellow-bondmen are about to enjoy
their customary respite and their mid-day meal, old
fellow; so that our own lunch hour must be close
% at hand, If food for reflection was all we required
§ to sustain life, we need never experience the pangs
of hunger while your philanthropic employer’s busy
hive is open to contemplation at leisure; but as
Dame Nature demands something more substantial,

I shall be glad when refreshment is announced.”
The speaker and the person addressed, who
happened to be the writer, were lounging on the
verandah of a comfortable inn, gazing lazily in the
direction of a huge industrial establishment, one of
several in the vicinity, from the various outlets of
B
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which workers of both sexes and all ages swarmed
with anxious haste.

The silence which followed the delivery of the
remafrks recorded was presently broken by my friend
making certain specific inquiries concerning the
factory referred to; and having received the (;’esired
replies he proceeded to comment on what T said in
an abstracted sort of way.

“Many hundreds of them!” he soliloquized. “To
t];hemsglves their labour yields barely sufficient to

eep .cdy.a.nd soul together, whilst to the owner of
?he hive in which they toil it returns a princel
ncome! How long will injustice so gross be pe:i

mitted <l :
to exist, I wonder? The time will inevitably

(;?Efn;vii; ’;.)h)e system which sanctions such con-
e ‘:hswe.pt away f(l)r ever ; but my great
" establil; en 1t does arrive, the result will be

shment of some other form of social in-

Justice, T i
> The cause of suffering humanity would gain

Wh.j:mt think you, Carlo ?
audible expression 1, your vie
nc,:c doubt, they would he foun
With your magteys”
The fine retri ;
: triever to whj
i % ich the thoughtless ques-

24 . anifested 1,
Dg received thig special notj g
ce ;

Could you but give
ws, old fellow, I have

d to i
be in agreement

pleasure at
and 1
wagging
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his bushy tail as if to show his concurrence with
the tenor of the speaker’s remarks, he approached
the latter gently, and presented his intelligent head
for a coveted caress.

Hearing my friend give utterance to views similar
to those which he had just enunciated was by no
means an uncommon occurrence, indeed he seemed
to derive no mean delight from frequently witness-
ing the displeasure with which his radical fulmina-
tions were usually received by persons of a prudent
cast of thought like myself; but notwithstanding my
familiarity with his political sentiments, and the fact
that I had long made a practice of listening to his
observations on such subjects with an assumption of
contemptuous indifference, there was that in his
latest remarks which riveted my attention with
irresistible force. I tried with all my might to
banish from my thoughts the ideas which he had
cursorily suggested; but do what I would I could
not succeed in diverting my attention even for a
moment. In quivering letters of blood-red hue,
three sentences were continuously marshalled in
dignified solemnity before my bewildered mental
vision; and no effort of mine could obliterate
them :—

«The time will inevitably come when the system
which sanctions such conditions will be swept away
for ever,” grimly led the way. Then came: “My
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great fear is that, when it does arrive, the result will
be the establishment of some other form of social
injustice.”  And lastly : “The cause of suffering
humanity would gain but little, and might possibly
lose much, by the substitution of one form of tyranny
for another.”

Bvery letter of every quoted word seemed to me
instinet with a desire to sear its individual outline
on my devoted brain; and I could see no reason to
doubt that the object aimed at would in every case
be attained.

The short, plethoric landlord, whose political creed
was of the sober, conservative order, came upon the
::ene and endeavoured to engage me in conversation;

t b
a: I was far. too abstracted to respond to his
. vances, nor did my attention wander in the least

egree until it was di
]afge numbel ?as d.n‘ected to the approach of a
. .r o ve}.ncles of various designs whose

estination, 1t transpired, was a sporti

i , porting rendezvous.

ere 18 a fine show for
i : you, gentlemen !” sar-
y cried my discontented fri “ i
e e riend, “You will
nd any poverty-pinched 1
N y-pinched faces in this gallant
¥. You will see no man in th
whose existence depend 4 R ovmion
' 8 on the ga
o p mount of th
- s‘ work Wh.mh he performs, e
ception they live luxuriougly. g
on the toil of others, s

Without a single
rectly or indirectly,

“ And i
nd foremost in the van T can gee Sir D
ir David
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Muntch, the present owner of my precious self. It
is but meet that I should dutifully salute one who
suffers me to work that I may live; and although
I have reason to believe that my expression of
humility will pass unnoticed by the great man, I
nevertheless proceed to give effect to my intention.”

A mock obeisance, well in keeping with the bitter
tone of his sneering remarks, followed; and he
immediately went on to further criticize those
among the passers-by whom he deemed worthy
of notice.

« Here, too, comes the proprictor of yourself and
ipnumerable other bondmen, the grumpy Mr. Cringe,”
he said, glancing at me. Does he bestow a single
unselfish thought on the ‘hundreds of toilers in
yonder hive of his, as he rolls past it in regal state ?
Not one, you may depend upon it. If he thinks of
them seriously at all, it 1s to ponder on the possi-
bility of abstracting a still greater proportion of
their earnings from the unfortunate wretches. When
it is borne in mind how immeasurably easier it 1s
to replace a servitor than an employer, one cannot
help wondering how it is that the condition of the
masses is not even more deplorable than it is ab
present. That purse-proud vulgarian could dispense
with the services of every soul in his employ without
diminishing his income for a moment, or otherwise

sustaining any serious injury; but should the
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giav 3 p nse e »e C 0 p rtr " ].

employer, we know w i
i well the fate that would befall

“0ld :
e nake]:enn) the money-lender, too, is visible to
eye; but the resplendency of his jewels

renders i i
e t ?nsafe to permit the unprotected optie
gaze at him for any length of time 3

“ An ]
other prime favourite of fickle fortune ap-

proaches — M
. r. Craftson, the great city landlord.
quirement contipues to increase the value

of this man’
man
penuriousn i Ti’;llt-roll to such an extent, and his
ess of cha i o
racter 1s
so pronounced, tl
, that

he must eve

iy Au‘;tuajly b.ecome the possessor of fabulous

i E’h neither he nor those from whom

strictly exclusi N or had any mof
sive right to it than any othgr :'LndiEi

vidual memb
: er of th :
little Fussi the Lev e community! How I wish

clle ;
a system which make; Washhere to inveigh against
suc pEOP].e .

possible! It

always does
ol mysglfe gomfl to bear it vigorously cursed !”
him believe bj: ceﬁli:acg W.a.s at great pains to : ]
ming snatches of mam:-l actions, such as audibl llma s
B s .umc-hall ditties and i
istening ; 80 forth, that

disti b
istinetly heard every w‘;tdthat., also like me. he
rd that :
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when the Leveller's name Was mentioned, and
retired with all the dignity which it was in his
power to assume.

« An excuse might possibly be found for the
tenacity with which you cling to the seb of stunted
and ungenerous political beliefs which you have
inherited ; bub what can be thought of a fellow
like that,” he asked, with a contemptuous glance
at the retreating figure of the landlord,  who, hav-
ing been aurtured in poverty, has had years of bitter
experience of the injustices and disabilities under
which the financially weak and destitute labout,
and yet transfers his sympathy to the cause of
monopoly the moment he 18 prompted to do so by
self-interest ? And the pity of it is that people
of the Bulgee type are by no means uncommon.”

This tirade, which bid fair to be prolonged indefi-
nitely, was cut short by the receipt of an invitation
to the repast for which he professed to hunger ; and
no reference %0 the subject - matter thereof was
afterwards made-

- When in due course We returned to our positions
on the verandah, my friend lost 1o time in once
more burying himself in the work of fiction which
he had been engaged in reading during the greater
portion of the morning; and this example 1 carnestly
endeavoured to follow, bub without meecting with

the slightest ghadow of success. Jumbled con-
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fusedly with certain thoughts that the unstudied
comments which I pretended not to heed had
called into existence, came the three sentences al-
ready quoted to torment me again; and to nothing
but their kaleidoscopic movements could I devotDe
the least attention.

The drowsy hum of busy wheels came to me
from the distant factories; and this, together with
Fhe very pronounced stillness which prevailed in the
immediate vicinity, had the effect of soothing my
harassed brain after the lapse of what a.ppear:d to
be a considerable time. Indeed I think I must
.hfwe been on the point of dozing, when I was
violently startled by my companion casting his un-
offending volume from him with a loud cora.sh and
yawningly announcing that he could read no Io;arrer
tolzii::d:(;}::zn nf:‘otceeded to propa:%e a stroll, and trbied
el 0 ac'company him; but I felt quite
6 : exertion, and urged as an excuse that

. certain maftters to attend to connected witl
projected fishing excursion on which we mea tlta
entbark on the morrow, and which was intendzd t'z

extend over our annual 1 i
e ual holidays, which had just

Havi ;
: ﬁla.\.'mg exhausted his persunsive powers in an
ineffectual attempt to prevail upon me to alter

:fx\iyl decTSion, he called upon his faithful Carlo t
ollow him and walked briskly away. His hand } cl)
and hac
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barely touched the wicket-latch, however, when
something seemed to gtrike him which caused him
to hesitate; and after a few moments’ indecision
he thoughtfully retraced his steps.

« A circumstance has just occurred to me which
I think affords sufficient reason for postponing our
departure for a day at least,” he said, with gloomy
earnestness. « To-morrow will be the sixth anni-
versary of the awful boating calamity which befell
the poor Wingford family ; and surely a more
“Auspicious day for setting sail might easily be
iéelected.”
~ Although he who spoke them was unaware of
‘the fact, these words radely recalled the great
sorrow of my life. Had he known of the wealth of
undying affection which I so lavishly bestowed on
4 certain member of the family referred to, the name
:f;i;%!l'nich he uttered would not have escaped his lips,
1 know ; but he knew not of it, mor of the corre-
sponding burden of grief which her untimely end
called upon me to bear, for not even to him, life-
long and well-tried friend though he was, could I
bring myself to speak of my great but blighted
love for Bessie Wingford. Tt was too transcendently
gacred a thing to be made the subject of ordinary
discussion ; and besides, 1 derived a sort of melan-
choly satisfaction from the knowledge that the
existence of the sad memories which I was doomed
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to cherish for ever was in no way suspected by any
living soul.

Finding that his efforts to obtain my consent
to the delay of which he spoke were no more likely
%o be successful than his endeavours to persuade me
to accompany him in his ramble, he again left me ;
and I was thereupon free to ponder on the mournful
reflections which his latest observations had so
cruelly induced.

CHAPTER 1

Ox a lovely afternoon in the early autumn time,
there might have been seen in a picturesque nook on
a grand old river which for ever empties itself into
matchless Port Jackson, two young men busily
engaged 1in making preparations for what was in-
tended to be a somewhat protracted excursion,
judging by the quantity of stores with which they
considered it necessary to fortify themselves.

One devoted his attention exclusively to matters
connected with the sailing and sporting departments,
while the other busied Limself in attending t0 the
stowage of the rather numerous camp requirements
which he considered indispensable.

A harmless foible noticeable in the character of
the latter young gentleman was a firm belief that
he was the possessor of special qualifications for the

performance of the task in which he was engaged,
1 i
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alt,}-mugh evidence of his faculty for bestowing
articles where they would be most difficult to find
had been frequently afforded on similar occasions,
Nothing would be regarded by him as a more
ngard;tlable affront, than a sluggestion that the
y which he was then enthusiastically performing
should be attended to by some one else.
. A deeply-interested observer of the proceedings
in which his master was cheerily engaged, was a
beautiful retriever named Carlo, whichh fcj]iowed his
mm"ements closely as he packed and repacked
vs'n,rlous parcels, and whose excitement became of the
hlghest. when spasmodic incursions ashore had to be
1%9;:3]?, ;1:; ;)rder t? supp.ly some just-discovered want.
ad manifestations of delight, he would pre-
ced-e hig master as they went on such occasions; bub
owing to his being intrusted with something to ::arry
:x]:adthe oy bﬁfck,‘ his return journey w:s always
= tlal .Wlth a dignified gravity which showed how
ch impressed he was with his own importance
Before proceeding further, and in orde it
any feminine curiosity whi i ol
on the subject, it R e
men to whom s;.tte:::?oyn}i): dzTs i
- . : irected were on th
side of thirty ; neither above nor bel e
with respect to the possession of : 0“{; e
professedly at any rate, confirmed %OO o,
were, in fact, none ot} a‘ithl’S. Pd
) other than—my friend M
ac and
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self, lifelong friends and best of chums, who were
engaged 1n making elaborate preparations for a
boating excursion such as we annually enjoyed
together, and to which we long looked forward with
pleasant anticipation.

Just as we were about to set sail, Mac became
possessed of a doubt as to whether the locker con-
tained a certain condiment which he very highly
prized ; and declaring that the want of it would rob
the trip of all enjoyment, he proceeded, against my
wish, and in a wild flurry, to institute a search for
the article in question. This necessitated the dis-
placement of a great, number of parcels of various
dimensions; and as the confused heap had to be
replaced—a task which was rendered all the more
tedious by the packer’s anxiety to complete it—all
was not in readiness to cast off for nearly an hour
ofter the time at which it was intended we should
sail.

When at length my friend announced himself as
ready to assume the post of helmsman, Carlo received
an invitation to board the boat, to which he was not
slow to respond; the moorings were deftly undone,
and a voyage which I shall never cease to remember
had just begun.

Out on the gleaming river, where the shimmering
wavelets danced rapturously and winked roguishly at
our approach, as if to show how exceptionally glad
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they were to see us oD that lovely afternoon. The
favouring breeze, of which we were so slow to take
advantage, soon urged us along at a merry pace, and
the faster we sailed, the more rapturous became the
delight of the silvery fairies who welcomed us so
brightly.

Carlo lost no time in constituting himself look-
out; and that he might perform the duties of his
office with the maximum degree of efficiency, he
took up a position at the prow, where, with head
erect, he sniffed and blinked contentedly at every
moving object that kept a respectful distance. On
no aceount, however, would he brook the near ap-
proach of any vessel, large or small ; and when any
such took place, his angry remonstrance became as
vigorous as his pride and delight were great when
the offending craft withdrew. In course of time it
became necessary to pass a towering warship at close
quarters, and, probably owing to its huge size, it was
treated by Carlo to an exceptionally vehement dis-
play of antipathy, a circumstance which pleased Mac
very x.nuch, since, as he averred, it proved his pet’s
avergion to such institutions.

: On we glided,. past rugged headland, picturesque
B s i e v
ime to alter our course

if we would enter what appeared to be a bay of
limited area, but which is in reality the entrance to

e ToRLE
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a vast and maze-like harbour of surpassing beauty.
We had not been long engaged in threading our
devious way among these winding waters when the
breeze which had hitherto served us died completely
away, and thereupon Mac very fretfully announced
that if the calm continued for any considerable
length of time, it would be impossible to reach the
camping-ground he had in view before nightfall. 1T
was tempted to remind him of the fact that he alone
was responsible for any inconvenience to which we
would have to submit, because of the part he took

in delaying our departure; but as nothing could

_ possibly be gained by doing 80, I refrained, and

" instead of upbraiding him, made a suggestion. I

<" expressed myself in favour of going ashore at once,

" camping for the night, and continuing our journey

. on the morrow ; but my companion irritably avowed

his intention of proceeding at all hazards, and a pos-
sible chance of avoiding many thrilling experiences
was thereby lost for ever.

The lengthening shadows of the tree-clad hills
which reared themselves so abruptly from out the
placid waters, betokened the near approach of sunset
before the errant breeze returned ; but it compen-
sated in some degree for its recent defection by the
increased energy which it quickly displayed, and we
were soon sailing gaily again towards a goal which
we were destined mever to reach.
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Darkness set in, and save the gentle murmur of
the water as it resented the disturbance of its repose,
and the faint sighing of the wind as it passed through
the rigging, not a sound was to be heard.

Mac seemed disinclined to converse, S0 I gazed
idly over the side at the angry fluid as it seemed to
rush madly past. By and by 1 could plainly see out-
lined in phosphorescent gleams myriads of nymphs,
who beckoned me seductively to join them in their
darkling haunts, and the fantastic frolics of these
must have fascinated me for quite a long time, for
when at length the spell became shattered, I could
see that we had armived at a part of the harbour
with which I was unfamiliar.

That this would have to occur before we could
reach the prospective camping-place, I was made

aware by Mac’s description of the latter’s position ;
and as 1 had reason to believe that my acquaintance
with the enchanting haven in which we then found
ourselves was but little less extensive than his own,
I felt justified in concluding that our journey’s end
was close at hand.
e
rst time in my life a
petulant reply.

“ For heaven’s sake do exercise a little patience,”

he; sa?id. “We have a long way to go yet, and
childish fretfulness will only tend to mal,ie it
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appear longer still. Don’t worry, there’s a good
fellow.”

Dim and uncertain as was the light, T could see at
a glance that his countenance wore an unusually
troubled expression; but this 1 attributed to 2
natural feeling of annoyance which he probably
experienced on reflecting that he was the cause
of our being belated, and so I lapsed again into
silence.

The last words of his peevish answer were scarcely
witered, when the wind, already strong, suddenly
increased to something like a hurricane; the boat
sped with lightning-like rapidity through the re-
pellious water; and the gambols of the water-
nymphs became more frolicsome than ever.

These I contemplated dreamingly until my at-
tention was diverted by casually noting that a
physical change in our surroundings was rapidly
taking place. The high wooded hills, in whose
shadows we had hitherto been sailing, faded swiftly
away ; and the whole scene changed, as if by magic,
from a thing of beauty to one which could not
trathfully be described as inviting. The farther
we went the more apparent it became that we
bad abandoned the harbour proper and were sail-
ing on a vast, and to me unknown, river, whose
mud-coloured banks were barely high enough to

restrain its waters from deluging the arid wastes
C
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which stretched away on either side as far as the
eye could reach.

Just as I was about to make some emphatic
comment on the ansuitableness of the locality for
the object which we had in view, a sudden change
in the appearance of the water forcibly arrested
my attention. The fitful phosphorescent gleams
out of which my imagination had been fashioning
sportive naiads had entirely disappeared, and from
the angry ripples was emitted instead that which
bore a striking resemblance to electrical sparks!
At first the phenomenon Was confined to the water
which suffered disturbance by the passage of the
boat; but it quickly spread in all directions until
the entire bosom of the great river presented the
appearance of a vast sheet of throbbing flame!

The spectacle was sufficiently awe-inspiring %0
make the stoutest heart quake; and yet a terrified
glance at my companion showed me that he was
perfectly unmoved. A fear of appearing faint-
hearted restrained me from calling out to him in
my anguish ; and besides, as T told myself, 1 might
be the victim of an optical illusion induced by some
indefinable cause.

This latter theory remained unexploded but 2
very short time; and when I was forced to cash

it aside as untenable, I felt that to remain silent
any longer meant endangering my reason,
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«This rather startling phenomenon does mnot
seem to surprise you :n the least, Mac,” I said, as
calmly as I could ; “so that I suppose I am right
in assuming that this is not the first time you
have witnessed the weird spectacle ? 1 hate making
complaints, as you know ; but I cannot help say-
ing, old fellow, that I would  prefer to spend my
holidays among less uncanny surroundings.”

The sound of my voice caused him to start
violently, as if it had recalled him from a deep
reverie; and having stared at me in an exceedingly
strange way for quite a long time, he deliberately
released the tiller, of which he had charge, and
took a seat beside me.

«QOh! hang it all,” I expostulated ; “do you
want to run us ashore ?”

«Had I the power, I would have done so long
since,” he replied, in a hoarse, unnatural voice ; ¢ but
all my efforts to that end have been in vain.”

“The power |”” I stammered, in pardonable trepida-
tion. “What, in the name of goodness, do you
mean ?” '

«That T am utterly unable to control the move-
ments of the boat by the ordinary or any other
method,” he said solemnly. “ We should have
landed long ago would she but answer her helm;
but she persistently refuses to do anything of the

kind, I refrained from reporting the matter to you



20 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

in the hope that the strange spell which scems
to have been cast upon us would pass away ; but
there does mnot appear to be any immediate
prospect of that, judging by the sensational
display to which you have called my attention,
g0 that it is best that we face our temporary trouble
in company, as it were. You were not right in
assuming that 1 had previously witnessed anything
of this kind ; and when 1 assure you that I never
set eyes on the locality before, you will readily
understand that I did not choose it for a camping-
place.”

An explosive report of flapping canvas silenced
him suddenly; and a startled glance ab the main-
gail revealed the terrifying fact that, although our
craft was moving at a stupendous pace before a
hard gale, it derived no momentum from its sails,
which hung idly from their stays! We were being
carried—Heaven knew where—by some unknow,
irresistible force, at a rate which far outpaced the
hurrying wind !

An icy cold sensation passed along my spinal

column ; a clammy, chilly perspiration suffused my
brow; and the contraction of my scalp was of so

violent a nature, that its natural covering became
almost rigid enough to displace its artificial protector

when the truth respecting our position forced itself
boldly npon me,
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Casting @ wild despairing glance avound, t.he
tiller attracted my attention; and the possibility
of the rudder having been lost suddenly occurring
to me, I hastened to investigate in that direction
for myself, although I was vaguely conscious that
it mattered not to us whether it was lost or not.

A very few moments sufficed to prove that the
steering gear was in faultless order, and that Mac's
report concerning its powerlessness {0 affect the
boat’s course was all too correct ; and the last ray of
hope being thus extinguished, I buried my face in
my hands, so as to shut out the horrifying spectacle
by which we were surrounded, and tried to think
out what was best to be done.

My condition was not one which made calm
thinking possible, however, and the desperate idea
of plunging into the fiery river and swimming for
our lives having suggested itself to me almost ab
once, I imparted my inspiration to my companion as
distinctly as a tongue with a strong cleaving tendency
would permit.

The absurdity of assuming that we could resist the
michty influence which controlled the boat’s move-
ments, even if we survived actual contact with the
mysterious fluid, having been pointed out to me, I
could but groan dismally and bewail my fate,

“Above all things, we must not allow ourselves to
become the victims of panic,” Mac said, and there
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was a light in his brave, honest eyes as he spoke
which T had seen there more than once before in the
hour of danger. “ The position is altogether unique
and undoubtedly trying : but that is all the more
reason why we should endeavour to face it coolly and
manfully. You have only just realized the predica-
ment in which we are placed ; but I have had a
couple of hours or more to ponder on the situation,
and my cogitation has convinced me that nothing
whatever is to be gained by fretting. Since we must
await developments, whether we like it or not, it is
better far to do so calmly and bravely, than fretfully
and timidly. The fact must not be overlooked that
we might be very much worse off than we really are,
old fellow ; for we have an ample supply of provisionS,
and we suffer no physical discomfort of any kind.
The irresistible influence at present controlling our
movements may disappear as mysteriously as it
arrived, at any moment; and when we regain our
freedom of action, as we are sure to do soomer oF

later, T think we can be depended upon to find our
way back to Middle Harbour. I am as hungry as
the proverbial hunter, as you must be also; so I beg
to propose that, like sensible men, we address our-
selves to the work of self-refreshment, and calmly
await inevitable results.”

It was not so much the matter of this little specch,
as the confident and courageous manner in which it
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was delivered, that had the effect of allaying my
pardonn,ble fears to a surprising extent; and in an
incredibly short space 1 became cool enough to adopt
my friend’s suggestion, and to emulate the generally
philosophic view which he took of the situation.

In order to keep our thoughts as far as possible
from dwelling on what we looked upon then as a
dire misfortune, conversation on indifferent subjects
was not allowed to flag for an instant, until the
drowsy god made a call which was not to be denied,

and we were forced to seek rest n forget.fulness.



CHAPTER II

Tug bright morning sun was well above the

.bonzon before his rays became strong enough to
recall us from grateful dreamland; and, as may
easily be imagined, a rapid survey of our new sut-

roundings followed immediately on our awakening.

It was apparent at a glance that no appreciable .

dimifmticm of the speed at which we were being
h\‘:lmed onward had taken place since the previous
night, a circumstance which was not calculated to
r"ea.ssure us; but when the fact was realized thab
in the meantime we had been transported entirely
out of sight of land, T found it impossible to repress
a fresh feeling of genuine alarm. j
“Can it be that we are doomed to traverse for
ever the bosoms of lonely unknown seas lil(eJ the
Flying Dutchman of ancient story, T wonder?” 1

asked Mae, with a g¢h
g aﬁgt}‘y attempt at appearing

G TR

puiLC
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indifferent. It certainly looks very much like it
at present, and should such prove to be the case, we
are beyond all doubt insufficiently rationed for the
voyage.”

« My dear fellow, you know as well as T that such
things as anknown lonely oceans have long since
ceased to exist, except at the frozen poles,” was the
cheery reply. “ 1t would be impossible to travel for
any length of time at such a rate as this anywhere
in the world without sighting either some description
of craft, or, better still, land itself; and you may be
sure that in either event a rescué from our present
position would not be long delayed. Be of good
heart, old chap. All will yet be well, depend
upon it.”

For the second time in less than a score of hours
his buoyant optimism succeeded in dispelling a
sickening fear ; and in a very few minutes I was
coolly discussing the subject of the best course to
pursue when the expected vessel hove in sight, and
the probable impression our movements would create
in the minds of those aboard her.

Certain formidable obstacles likely to operate
against our speedy rescue, even after we succeeded
in attracting attention, suggested themselves to my
somewhat lively imagination; but on mentioning
my misgivings to Mac, he confidently declared them
to be perfectly groundless, and quite unworthy of &



26 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

moment’s consideration, so that I at once became
abundantly satisfied.

The summary dismissal of this subject was quickly
followed by a reference to what would probably
happen if by any chance we failed to put in an
appearance at our official quarters at the appointed
time, and hearty peals of genuine laughter rang out
on the unresponsive waste of waters, as we pictured
the uncharitable promptitude with which our evan-
ishment would be attributed to a desire to escape
the punishment due to a breach of trust, and the
sense of disappointment which some of our professed
friends would experience when thorough investigation
established our complete innocence. It would take
some time to effect this, however; and in the mean-
time the amount of our defalcations would be
varionsly stated, and by each with an air of authority ;
the vices which led up to them would be confidently
pronounced, and of course stigmatized with severity ;
the means adopted to compass our base designs
would be confidentially canvassed ; and not a few, of
-

ab we never possessed their

complete confidence,
B
I was on the point of expressing :;ns .lfksome; i
g astonishment at the
progress made by the sun in his journey towards the
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west, when a dismal howl from Carlo caused me to
temporarily defer my intended remarks.

Glancing towards the prow, whereat our canine
friend had maintained a vigilant but uneasy watch
all day, our faithful look-out was seen to be a picture
of abject terror, in the act of shiveringly deserting
his post. Conduct such as this was so entirely
foreign to the plucky animal’s nature, that we
recognized at once that the cause of his perturbation
must be something more than usually terrifying.
Careful and prolonged scrutiny in all directions
failed to discover anything whatever to account for
the bold retriever’s trepidation, however; and just as
we concluded that a passing glimpse of some monster
of the deep must be responsible for his very unusual
display of fear, our attention was arrested by a
peculiar-looking cloud, shaped like an inverted
balloon, and of intense blackness, which was ascend-
ing from the horizon directly ahead.

Slowly and majestically it arose, until it attained
a considerable altitude, when its base became dis-
tended so rapidly, that before we had time to make
more than bare comment on the strange manifest-
ation, we found ourselves enveloped in a gloom
which the rich rays of the setting sun were powerless
to penetrate.

Having with considerable difficulty succeeded in
finding and lighting our lamps, we stared at each
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other for a minute or so without uttering a word;
whereupon the silence became unbearable to me,
and T expressed the firm conviction which I certainly
held, that the doom which awaited us was rapidly
approaching.

«The fact of our encountering an uncommonly
dense sea fog does mot justify you in arriving af
such a doleful conclusion as that,” Mac told me, with
a reassuring smile. “You only torment yourself

unnecessarily by indulging in such gloomy anticipa-

tions; and you must not forget that no amount of

despondency can do any possible good. For my
part, I see no cause at all for alarm in this latest

development. On the contrary, I view the visitation

with much satisfaction; for I look upon it as the
darkness that precedes the dawn, the forerunner of
our delivery from a harmless, but certainly very
astonishing spell.”

This, and more to the same effect, at length
?estored my equanimity to some cxtent: but tia.t
it was not destined to remain long undi&*:turbed on
this occasion, will shortly appear,

The evening meal, which my friend briskly served
up, was as dainty and as appetizing as could reason
ably be expected under conditions such as at ET :
time existed ; but notwithstanding all that Ia lui
not, relish it as he evidently did, and m i
at doing so was an utter failure, R toce
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The same remark applies to a feeble attempt
made subsequently to converse with some indication
of interest; nor could I bestow any attention on the
interesting volume in which I pretended to be
engrossed after we eventually lapsed gradually into
silence.

Do what T would I could not entirely rid myself
of a feeling of apprehensiveness, of the existence of

.

3

which I was anxious to keep my companion In

e a2

ignorance ; and 0 long as a trace of it remained, my
* thoughts could not be kept from wandering, as a
* matter of course.

Almost from the moment that the Cimmerian
darkness fell upon us, T had a vague feeling that
- something to which T had been accustomed, besides
< the natural light, was entirely missing; but for the
life of me I could not for a long time determine
what it was.

Like a lightning-flash it occurred to me at last
that the monotonous sound made by the boat, as
with its stem it cleft the yielding waters, was no
longer to be heard ; and T naturally fell to wondering
what could possibly have taken place to account for
so strange a circumstance. Two things only could i
imagine as likely to have the effect referred to: one
was that we had entered a current which was flowing
with prodigious rapidity; and the other that there
was no longer any water to cleave; and as the
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former seemed by far the more reasonable explana-
tion, 1 felt inclined to take it for granted that it was
the correct onme. A desire to place the matter
beyond any doubt grew stronger and stronger, how-
ever, until at length I resolved to secretly apply 2
practical test. This could easily be done by reach-
ing over the side of the boat and using the sense of
touch ; but I shrank with horror from the idea of
plunging an unprotected hand into a fluid which
was beyond all question possessed of supernatural
attributes, and I cast about for a safer and equally
efficient means of accomplishing what I desired.

A short stealthy search resulted in the discovery
of a piece of dry wood rather more than a yard long;
and armed with this I proceeded warily to execute
my design.

Cautiously as my arrangements were made, I
could see that my movements attracted Mac’s atten-
tion ; so that in order to allay any suspicion that 1
might have aroused, a little delay became necessary.
Having waited until I satisfied myself that 1 was
unobserved, I slyly thrust forth my stick for the
wa'etting which was necessary to convince me that a
still further departure from normal conditions had
not recently taken place.

[t & e s M
rather ashamed of myself f;ryharbou, ‘md%d e
ring any at all ;
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and it was partly due to this, probably, that the
discovery 1 made had such a completely stunning
effect.

I refused at first to credib the evidence of my
senses; but a second and more thorough search
proved beyond all possibility of doubt that not a
trace of water was to be found anywhere within
reach !

This additional blow was altogether too terrible to
withstand ; and the consequence Was that it hurled
me in a senseless heap from my seat into the bottom
of the boat.

As soon as I regained the ability to make an
explanation, I stammeringly imparted information as
to the cause of my sudden attack to my wondering
friend, who received it as if it contained nothing out
of the common, and coolly proceeded to verify my
report.

I fully expected to see him prostrated with abject
terror, as I was myself, when the work of verification
was completed; but in this I was very agreeably
disappointed.

«You are quite right,” he said calmly. “ Water
no longer plays any apparent part in effecting our
transit to realms ab present unknown; and as the
risk of drowning to which we have been so long
exposed is thereby removed, the fact is one to rejoice
over and not one to lament. I really wish you would
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not give way SO sadly to nmervous fears at every fresh
development that takes place. It 1s doubtless rather
astounding to realize the fact that we are floating
swiftly along on nothing more gubstantial than
atmospheric air ; but 1t is not a whit more SO than
other of our recent experiences. Of one thing we
have had ample proof, and that is that the mysteri-
ous influence controlling our movements 1s unques-
tionably benevolent; and that being so, we cail
afford to look forward to the result of all this with
perfect confidence. Be advised by me and compose
yourself to rest, as I am about to do, trusting to
obtain deliverance on the coming day.”

Without further ado he sought his improvised
couch contentedly; but although I too twrned in for
the night soon afterwards, a long time elapsed before
the rest which T wooed so assiduously consented to
be won.

CHAPTER III

Q00N after sunrise on the morning immediately
succeeding the day on which we became enshrouded
in the mysterious cloud, Mac and I were somewhat
rudely awakened by a violent lurching motion of the
boat; and rubbing our eyelids free with all speed,
a hasty survey disclosed the fact that we were
floating idly on a placid ocean, with nothing upon
which to rest the prying eye but boundless sea and
cloudless, azure sky.

Carlo, too, was prompt in making an eager exam=
ination of the position; and as his subsequent
behaviour proved that he derived much gratification
from the act, Mac oracularly declared that the
faithful animal knew instinctively that our troubles
were nearly over.

Having ascertained that the movements of the

boat were again capable of being controlled, and
33 D
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partaken of a hearty preakfast with great gusto, it
was decided to set cail towards where the sun would
set, and we accordingly did so in great buoyancy of
spirit, and a faith in the correctness of the retriever’s
instinct that was touching in 1ts simplicity.

Not very long after the resumption of sailing
operations under the natural, and consequently
preferable conditions, the monofony Wwas suddenly
dispelled by the appearance high above us of a
large flock of what proved to be beautiful snow-white
birds of a genus somewhat, but only slightly,
resembling the gull family.

Calling to each other in not unmusical notes,
these executed majestic circular movements of great
beauty while engaged in their slow descent; and
eventually they quietly alighted on the bosom of
the silvery ocean at a poinb directly ahead.

«T told you old Carlo’s instinct could be trusted
implicitly,” Mac shouted gleefully. “Those birds
have their home on the cliffs of some not far distant
ghore ; and the best plan for us to adopt is to
patiently keep them in view, if we can, until they
get out on their return to the place from whence
they came, and then take whatever direction their
flight may indicate. We shall probably have to wait

until nearly sundown before we get the desired
information, but that cannot be helped.”
He was about to heave-to in pursuance of his
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expressed design, when I suggested that 1t could
do no harm to get into closer quarters with our most
welcome visitors; and we accordingly continued to
lessen the distance that lay between us and them.
They manifested no signs whatever of fear at our
approach ; but when we arrived at a position within
a short stone’s throw of them, the whole flock, with
the exception of three, took wing simultaneously and
flew slowly and silently away in a direction at con-
siderable variance with that which we had hitherto
been pursuing.

The three that lagged behind remained perfectly
stationary until we came to within a boat’s length
of where they apparently awaited us; and then they
soared swiftly aloft, and gave us an abundance of
evidence of being much overjoyed.

Having for a considerable time wheeled in graceful
circles about and above us, cooing contentedly and
without ceasing during the progress of the evolutions,
they at length took up a position immediately ahead
of our little vessel, and there with outstretched
quivering wings they continued to poise their beau-
tiful forms for several minutes. This little ceremony
concluded, they flew round and round the boat again
a few times: and ended by fluttering boldly on board
and perching fearlessly within easy reach, ag if

anxious to comfort the poor lonely wanderers that
we were.
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As the day wore on towards noon without ship
or land coming into view to stimulate me, the
insufficient rest with which I had had to be content
on the previous night began to tell a tale; and I
was reluctantly forced to approach Mac on the
subject of allowing me to indulge in a siesta.

The desired permission was readily granted, as I
knew it would be; and after making a rapid but
critical survey of the cloudless horizon, I quickly
resigned myself to refreshing slumber.

My sojourn in the land of dreams had extended,
as T afterwards learnt, to a space of nearly two hours,
when I was urgently aroused by Mac, who excitedly
directed my attention to a thin dark line at the
junction of sea and sky, and at a point towards
which the flight of the sea-birds was at the time

directed. This my companion pronounced with the
utmost confidence to be “land at last” ; but fearing
that in permitting myself to entertain a similar
belief I should be but dooming to bitter disappoint-
ment one who was far from being fitted to bear any
more just then, I preferred to regard the object of

our joint attention as nothing more nor less than

the crest of a dense black cloud which would either

dissolve into thin air presently, or develop into a

drenching rain storm later on.

That, too, vxfas what I ruefully declareq it to be, in
reply to my friend’s hopeful remarks ; but the theory
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was promptly scouted, and I was referred to the
sniffs of recognition and general air of delight with
which Carlo spasmodically gazed upon the indistinet
form, as a convincing proof that the view I held
was a palpably erroneous one.

While still engaged in the friendly contention on
this subject which followed, and as each was in the
act of assuring the other that, owing to the satis-
factory headway we were making, it would not take
long to convince him that he had fallen into error,
the wind, which up to that time had been fine and
fresh, died suddenly away, and a tantalizing calm
ensued. To all outward appearances Mac bore the
trying infliction with an heroic resignation; but
I could no more help chafing under it than I
could fly.

We had been floating idly on the glassy water for
what seemed to me, whose impatience was becoming
positively painful in its intensity, quite a long time,
when the movements of our feathered fellow-passen-
gers attracted my attention. From the moment we
became becalmed they exhibited a certain degree of
restlessness; but at last, as if their patience had
become exhausted, they once more took to wing, and
having executed several astonishing manceuvres not
far above our heads, they shot suddenly upwards
until a considerable altitude was attained, and
thereupon began to give ulterance to a series of
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strange wild cries such as we had never heard bird
give before.

That this action was intended as a signal to their
comrades which had been resting since the calm fell
upon us, Mac most strenuously maintained ; and as
it was immediately followed by a great commotion
among the members of the main flock, his surmise
would seem to be, to say the least, not quite destitute
of warrant. As soon as our three little friends had
completed the issue of instructions to their fellows,
as my companion termed their peculiar behaviour,
they at once set about returning to us; and at the
same instant those ahead ascended into heaven’s
blue vault with amazing rapidity, and continued
on their upward course until they disappeared
entirely from view.

We sat gazing in wonderment in the direction
from which they had vanished for several minutes,
and were deploring the fact that they had seen fit
to forsake us, when much to our delight they reap-
peared, and could be seen to be slowly descending
by ecircular movements to the position on the ocean’s
bosom which they recently occupied.

A light breeze sprang up simultaneously with their
reappearance; and as this waxed stronger and stronoer
as they approached, we were soon being urged E)r-
ward almost as fast as even T could desire, e

The acute anxiety of which I Was possessed 1o
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determine the real nature of the object towards
which we were sailing, and to do so as quickly as
possible, impelled me to peer so long and intently
in the direction in which it lay, that the severe
strain on my visual organs mnot only induced a
serious dimness of sight, but a rather distressing
nervous headache as well; and when this state of
things was reported to Mac, he had but little diffi-
culty in persuading me to shut out the light for
a time by swathing myself in the bed-clothes. On
the understanding that he would read aloud a
certain magazine article in which we were both
interested, but which neither had as yet read, he
extracted from me a promise that I would not re-
open my eyes until I received his permission. This
arrangement proved an admirable means of passing
away the time, since by it the attention of both was
successfully kept from wandering, and as the essay
presented several points which were worthy of dis-
cussion, the space ‘occupied in dealing with it was
by no means inconsiderable.

To me a very striking proof of this was afforded
when, at the conclusion of a lively little debate on
the general tenor of the essay with which we were
dealing, I was invited by Mac to come forth and
put my eyesight to the test once more.

There was no lack of promptitude in the way in
which the invitation was accepted; and a glance
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the most fleeting was sufficient to convince me that
there could no longer be any doubt about the solidity
of what I greatly feared was merely cloud. Land
was in view, beyond all question, and only a few
miles distant ; and accordingly my heart leaped with
a Joy to which no words could give utterance.

Nearer and nearer we were wafted, until at length
the wooded peaks and grassy slopes became plainly
visible, and the music made by the lazy waves as

they caressed the golden sands could be most
distinetly heard.

This last seemed to inspire my companion with
something akin to poetic fervour, for I overheard

him make some reference to

“. . . the murmurs low and grand

Of a heaving, liquid, silver sea
On a shore of golden sand.”

We sailed as close inshore as was deemed prudent ;
7
and then proceeded to furl our sails, so that we

might leisurely consider what we had better do
next.

Two courses were open to us, either to land at
once and do some exploratory work, or continue to
sail along the coast until we discovered 80

it me sions
of human habitation. ”

. Long and anxiously we de-
liberated, and eventually it was decided

; althouch
not without considerable hesit %

ation, to adopt the
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latter; and the decision seemed to afford our
feathered friends intense satisfaction.

Those in immediate attendance on us exhibited
much unrest and uneasiness during the time oc-
cupied in discussing our plans for the immediate
future; but the moment the sails were again un-
furled their demeanour changed completely, and
with loud cries of exceeding gladness they once
more soared high above us, and proceeded to comport
themselves in a manner similar to that which char-
acterized their behaviour on their previous journey
heavenwards.

The result on this occasion was not a rapid dis-
appearance of the larger flock into the blue empyrean,
but the execution on the part of the latter of a
great variety of playful movements, followed by a
sluggish resumption of their flight close to the sur-
face of the water, and in a line parallel with the
shore.

“ Everything they do seems to point unmistakably
to the fact that the duty of piloting us has been
by some means imposed upon them,” Mac remarked,
nodding towards the birds as he spoke; “and I
have not the slightest doubt that by following them
patiently we shall be directed aright, and consequently
amply rewarded.”

To this I tacitly assented, not because I shared
my friend’s belief in the beautiful creatures having
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any such mission, for I did not share it, but because
I regarded the chance of finding what we sought
by following that course quite as good as it would
be if any other were adopted.

We had only travelled a comparatively short
distance along our newly-shaped route, when
Carlo again attracted special attention. He oc-
cupied a position near the prow, one which he
favoured most in his waking moments; and with
head erect and ears in an attitude denoting his
possession of great curiosity, he peered anxiously
ahead, uttering at uncertain intervals short growls,
which became more and more emphatic as his gaze
became prolonged,

Following the direction indicated by his wistful
scrutiny, the most careful examination failed to
reveal anything either on sea or land which would
account for the intelligent quadruped’s ebullient
display of excitement, which eventually developedl
80 fiercely that he had to be forcibly relegated aft
to his lair. His master’s admonitory words and
glances kept him in subjection for a time ; but when
loud, excited cries from our flock of bird-pilots
reached us, and their three friends flew off from
us to them in a state of great agitation, he coul(
no longer restrain his feelings, and rushed madly

to the position from which he had been recently
removed,
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The first thing noticeable on looking tow:eu'ds our
feathered guides was that the distance which they
ordinarily allowed to intervene between the.mselves
and our craft had been suddenly and considerably
increased ; but they were still sufﬁcient?y nea;r to
enable us to see that they were wheeling wildly
above what appeared to be a tiny mass of unsub-
merged rock.

«This action of theirs is no doubt meant. as a
warning to us,” Mac said gravely. © They wish ’?0
call our attention to the existence of what 1s
probably a dangerous reef, so we must keep a Shfil.l‘p
look-out for shoal water, and give the place a wide
berth.” : 4o

To carry out the latter part of his suggestion 1t
became necessary to slightly alter the course we were
then pursuing, and this was accordingly done; and
so alert was the outlook kept, that we soon saw
enough to cause us to doubt the accuracy of f)ur
first impression concerning the nature of the object
over which the birds continued to hover. :

« A boat, as T am alive!” Mac at len:gth exclmmei
excitedly, “and not an empty one e.lther. No.w.l
understand the cause of Carlo’s heha,.vmur. _I might
have known he wouldn’t conduct himself in sucl;{a
way without excellent reason. Gjrood old dog! . e
could see all along that the thing was somethn,l’g
more important than a mere isolated piece of rock.
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Rattling on in this way, another course was
promptly shaped which caused us to bear down
directly on what we previously wished to avoid, and
when at last we approached it sufficiently close to
make a satisfactory examination, it was plainly
apparent that all was not well with the strange
boat’s solitary occupant. In each hand he grasped
an oar, with which he slowly and very feebly imitated
the movements of a sculler; but what completely
astounded Mac and myself was that the blades of
the implements which he handled so mechanically
never once touched the water !

Having contemplated him in deepest wonder for
several minutes, during which Carlo barked loudly
and incessantly at the stranger without succeeding
in attracting his attention, it was decided to hail
him; but Mac’s stentorian tones were also wasted
on the idle wind, for they elicited no response
whatever,

As there was a possibility of the map being
excessively deaf, and we had not yet appealed to
his sense of sight, it was decided to at once enter his
field of vision and see what would be the
but although when first we passed before hig
eyes he dropped his oars with nervous suddenness,
he gave no further indication of having seen yg,

Time after time we crossed and recrossed 80 as to
intercept his vacant gaze, noting, as we did 50, that,

result ;
staring
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he not only made no effort to recover his pa.dd?es,
but that he seemed to be unconscious of having
parted with them, for his arms continued to m(.)ve
as if he were still engaged in rowing; but nothing
approaching a recognition of our presence rewa.r.ded
us for our trouble, and we determined to get into

close quarters with him forthwith.



CHAPTER 1V

THE mingled feelings of curiosity and disappoint-
m;a'nt with which Mac and I hauled alongside the
:Zr;{,lrgl:,nd mysterious boatman were simply inde-

The curiosity with which we were filled was as to
the. nature and probable cause of the affliction under
which the unfortunate creature evidently laboured
and to this was added a keen sense of disa o(i ture{ :
at finding that his discovery, on the great 11)31)1 ; :n o
of which we had been pluming ourselyeg bidpo; 'a'nce
be something worse than valueless, so fanj as w s
pe.rsona,lly concerned. To think that the onl }E: s
be'mg on whom we had get eyes since weye ‘;ma“
Middle Harbour was hopelessly demented and :1 e
fore inc‘apable of supplying us with any ;nformz::ireq
concerning our position on the surface of the glol;:l

was indeed a depressing reflection,
46
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It was some consolation, however, to know that
if he could do nothing to assist us, we could do him
the service of taking him in tow, and we were also
in a position to minister to his wants, should Le
show signs of needing either meat or drink or both.

Remarking that it might only be a case of
temporary suspension of consciousness from some
cause or other, Mac so regulated the relative positions
of the boats that the poor demented creature’s
unblinking gaze must, as he judged, rest on us the
moment it became capable of resting on anything,
and then he proceeded to bombard him with questions,
in gradually ascending keys, concerning our where-
abouts, the direction which led to the nearest port,
and so forth, until he literally bawled himself
hoarse.

His efforts to avouse him proved every whit as futile
as those already made, however, and had it not been
for the absence of pallor, and the continued mechan-
ical movement of his upper limbs, I would not have
hesitated to pronounce the figure defunct. The
same three birds which perched about our boat
during the greater part of the day, hopped uneasily
about that occupied by the stranger during Mac’s
very earnest but somewhat ludicrous attempts at
recalling him to his senses, but although they fre-
quently alighted on his shoulders, breast, and head,
persistently uttering their most plaintive notes the
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while, nothing was forthcoming to show that the
object of their gentle attentions was in the least
degree conscious of their presence.

It occurred to Mac that a sound shaking might
have the effect which we so earnestly desired, and
he was actually on the point of putting it to the test,
when I urgently intervened and pointed out the
danger that might follow the taking of any such
action. Being suddenly confronted with something
unexpected, supposing him capable of being roused
at all, might bring on a paroxysm which would not
only endanger his life but ours under such conditions,
I anxiously urged; and although my friend was
willing and eager to take the risk, I eventually
managed to dissuade him from executing his reckless
design, and persuaded him to prepare for a fresh
start onward with the stranger in tow,

Just as we were about to cast the boats apart and
Proceed upon our mysterious Jjourney, Carlo, whose
interest in all the proceedings had been of the
keenest: suddenly sprang into the strange boat, a
pro-ceedmg which was hailed with wild demznstrati(;ns
of joy by the entire flock of our friends the
and before we had time to interfere with hig purpos
he fearlessly approached its occupant, and deliherftele,
proceeded to salute the latter’s outstretched p 4
after the manner of his kind. e

This simple action had an electrical effect, ang

sea-birds,

5
@

ciOm:
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compassed in an instant what Mac failed to
accomplish in half-an-hour.

At touch of the faithful canine’s tongue the out-
stretched hand was withdrawn as quickly as if it
had come in contact with a bar of red-hot steel; the
stony glare vanished, and the Derelict, as Mac called
him, showed other signs of returning consciousness.

His first glance at Carlo was one of apprehension ;
but he soon regained confidence, and proceeded to

i feebly caress the retriever’s curly, intelligent head,
* much to our delight. Looking about him vacantly,

. as if in the act of endeavouring to recall to his mind

something which had escaped his memory, the

interesting patient at length caught sight of Mac and
“ me; and the moment he did so his face became

illumined with a weird kind of light, a gentle smile

“ enwreathed his lips, and he indicated by unmis-

" takable signs that he suffered from thirst.

“The man is perishing for want of something to
drink,” T proclaimed oracularly. “Get him a mild
stimulant without a moment’s delay.”

(I may here remark that one of my most striking
characteristics is the promptitude with which I
invariably issue orders to others in cases of emerg-
ency. I find it much more pleasant to do so than
to attend to matters personally, and I am fortunate
in rarely experiencing any difficulty in having my

commands obeyed.)
E
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A judicious use of what hospital folk designate
“medical comforts” revived the sufferer in course of
time sufficiently to enable him to give expression in
faltering, feeble accents to his evidently fervent
thankfulness; and our delight at finding that he
could do so rationally, and that Le spoke in the
tongue with which we were most familiar, was simply
unbounded.

During the time occupied by Mac in plying him
with the necessary solid and liquid refreshment, I
took occasion to leisurely note the general appearance
of our newly-found friend and anticipated deliverer.

A rugged but rather handsome man he was, past
middle life, with closely-trimmed steel-grey hair and
beard, and dark-blue, kindly eyes surmounted by a
massive, open forehead. A man of undoubtedly
sfrong personality, but of such a kind as would in-
stantly command implicit confidence and unbounded
respect in any walk of life he might traverse, how-
ever humble.

As our boat afforded ample accommodation, and
the prospect of an increase in his comfort generally,
the Derelict was, of course, invited to join us; and
after considerable trouble, caused by his decidedly
weak condition, we succeeded in getting him aboard.

The necessary preparations for towing the vacant
craft having been completed, and everything being
in readiness for setting sail anew, Mac called upon
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Carlo to leave the smaller boat, to which he still
clung, and take up his former position with us.

Much to our consternation he flatly refused to
obey the summons, and threats and remonstrances
only elicited barks of emphatic refusal, interspersed
with short spasmodic visits to a large canvas sheet
which lay huddled in the boat’s stern. On and about
this unwieldy-looking bundle the three birds which
we now knew so well had been hopping excitedly
for some time ; and we could not help noticing what
absence of fear they displayed, when the retriever,
with impatient whine, made vigorous attacks on
their perch every time his master called upon him
to leave.

During the first part of this comparatively short
scene, the Derelict had been watching the move-
ments of the main flock as they continued to wheel
noiselessly overhead; but an unusually angry
command issued by Mac to the retriever diverted
the man’s attention, and he looked about in a vague
sort of way for the cause of my friend’s disquiet.
Having detected it, he watched Carlo’s unaccount-
able doings for a time with nothing more than
passive interest ; but after a while, and on a sudden,
something seemed to dawn upon him; whereupon
he tottered to his feet, and with wildly staring eyes
pointed dramatically to the object of the dog’s erratic
attentions.
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« Oh, great heaven ! my poor old friend Kniggs lies
beneath that sheet” he cried aloud, in tones of
anguish, “ My memory forsook me so completely
that I forgot all about him, and about everything
¢lse, until this moment. We have had a very trying
experience, gentlemen. Poor Kniggs has had
neither food nor drink for about two days and two
nights, and the last occurrence of which I have
any recollection is that he rolled himself in yonder
camvas in the hope that he might obtain forgetfulness
in sleep.

« Judging by the dog’s inability to arouse him, I
very much fear the worst has happened. Help me
to reach his side, gentlemen, please; help me to
reach his side. This is indeed a sad ending to what
was intended to be a day’s enjoyment of a favourite
pastime which neither have indulged in for years.”

That he should be allowed to undertake any task
which involved the exercise of even the least
physical exertion was not to be thought of just then;
and so Mac, in response to an instruction issued by
me with my customary readiness of resource, under-
took the melancholy and unpleasant duty of examin-
ing the recumbent body of the hapless Kniggs, so
as to prove beyond all possibility of doubt that his
much-racked spirit had fled for ever.

CHAPTER V

In the midst of a silence the depth of which
testified to the anxiety with which the result was
I, reverent mien towards

awaited, Mac proceeded wit
tained what we all con-

the rude couch which con :
cluded was the lifeless body of the poor Derelict’s
friend. Moving as slowly and treading as softly as
o in a veritable chamber of death, he
atly completely covered figure,
ith bated breath to remove
evidently well

if he wer
approached the appare
and began gently and w ;
the rough covering in which 1t was
wrapped.

No sooner did his hands
canvas than the vigilant sea
more into rapturous expressions
the same time Carlo’s excitement increased to @

prodigious extent. . : -
Whining impatiently, and trembling violently wib
53

come in contact with the
-birds broke forth once
of delight ; and ab
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;;{li}:]el;sc:n;e wat'--ched his master's movements as
i b::m\.\ls;fully as we did; and when at
g Stmn:li fdarineltlmaed that the slumberer’s
- g vell, the retriever’s gratifica-
De:elli):tca“rtlleo aslm;)st as 'boundless as tha: of the
” great, o an (;: to his seat uttering expressions
gl an fervent thankfulness as soon as
essage was received.

What the deuce is the matter now?” came i
Ezle;ulous,h rrfuﬂ:led tones, in response to Ma;’];
ab‘i 2 :l:; iikmg. "‘r I was enjeying a pleasant dream
s ferit;ened'a' certain message which gave
s receiving help in my wretchedness

; now you have spoiled the whole

thing. Even i
* a delusive hope 1

pe 1s mor frit
than no hope at all.” i Saaauify

It w 1

oo ?Ee et:,ie?-; e::i] Sa.hgl(iuce that the hardships

th-e debilitating effect on iheul?i;::g;?;d?ad el

with the large, intelligent, grey eyes v:l;iges(lie m:‘;‘n

emerg i ’ y

“izrc,:dd?:;l his rude resting-place in comp]iaI:cZ

ooy y e from Mac, that it had had

' iend the Derelict; and the consequ

that his recovery took place much more r: ?;106 S

weBWffare soon ready to resume our journey e

inv;ezrzufzt;mg under. way again, however, we

o w-foun('i friends, as a matter of CO,

o indicate the direction in which their homes I;rse,
ay ;
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and what was our horror when we found that they

were as utterly ignorant on that important subject

as We were ourselves !
Keen as was the disappointment which Mac and

1 experienced, that which entered into the souls of
Mr, Kniggs and the Derelict when they learnt that
we, too, were hopelessly in the dark concerning our
whereabouts, was keener still ; and several minutes
passed away before they displayed any disposition to
give or recelve explanation.

When they did recover sufficiently from the shock
which their disagreeable discovery inflicted to permit
of their addressing themselves to the subject of the
events which were responsible for landing them 1n
the position which they then occupied, 1t soon
became abundantly clear that their recent experi-
ences and our own Were almost exactly alike. The

chief point of difference between them lay in the

fact that Mac and T set out well provided for an

extended absence, and were therefore subjected to no
physical discomfort of any conse
Kniggs and his friend merely made provision for an
afternoon’s outing, and were consequently called
upon to submit to considerable hardship.

In order if possible to prevent us from brooding
woes we had in common, as all

quence whilst Mr.

gloomily over the
except himself showed unmistakable signs of doing

as the discussion of the subject progressed, Mac took
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:‘ze ;11:21; tfa:l\rlra;lilti notliaport:nity that presented itself
on to certai i
men.ts which were being indulge:lni:e]c;uh?}: D:EVG‘
Partmular birds which during most of t‘l):.e Ie }fee
fraternized with us in such a remarkable marclszr g
deil;t:) iflrjtap;u‘t oi" each movement consisted in their
g a few circles about the idle boats, slowl
and close to the surface of the water, calling 1’1rtre tly,
to each other as they went; after which t;e il 1(31r
fly r.apidly off to the main flock, which Wasy W'Dlil
resting on the ocean’s breast a few hundredqule dy
ah‘e:ztd, and in the direction in which we had ybar :
salhnf'g since first we saw them. A rest ;)f hcen
duration with their fellows would ensue ats iirt
conclusion of which they would again r(;tur,n t tlle
(X?tft m];d r.epeat the performance precisely as b(;forl:
er having observed severa iti .
st.ra:nge manceuvres, Mac scfleiﬁle;ltla?;irzt;i thl\ise
K}r:1ggs and the Derelict that he had no do brt
;\; T;x;ir ftl;-lat they were intended as an invitatlilon
s : bc;wc; and that by accepting it we should
“ g onducted to a friendly port.
inst:lad ”we not decided to follow them in the first
for az:iet;n b‘-“ai?ﬂi(sEl Iﬁr‘hlfm.ggs’ o ik
s had, : ighly improbable that we should
the pleasure of meeting with you and

your fr.lend; so that their influence hithert
been dlstinct]y beneficial,” erto ha}g.

“having indulged in a series
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t the sails bellied before a favouring

birds soared noisily aloft; and
of wild aerial evolutions,

they proceeded leisurely on the course which they
had been pursuing before the Derelict appeared

upon the scene.

The cheerfulness and hope
lavishly could nob fail to have a ¥
Mr. Kniggs and his friend, whose name it now
th ; and 1t was not long before

The momen
breeze the resting sea~

which Mac diffused so
cassuring effect on

transpired was Penwi

they were chatting away In 2 manner which showed
that under more favourable auspices they would
prove excellent compAanions.

Both their lives had been spent until quite
the magic metal, gold, in
d over the face of a vast
and many and

recently in mining for
various localities scattere
continent and its adjacent isles;
stirring were the tales they had to tell of adventures
which lent zest to the days of their youth and early
manhood.

Each of them manifested a disposition to institute
comparisons between the most formidable of the
dangers which in their time they had encountered
and coped with successfully, and the very appalling
experience through which they had just passed; and
as this was just what Mac did not desire them to
do, he set about devising a means of bringing it to

an end.
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adf:ﬁll‘:z :Jvooncllctllc;)ing that o'Fher tales than those of
P — sul:w e more suitable under the circum-
" ;t ggested that each should contribute in
ory of romance connected either with hi
self personally or with some one else; st
pr;]:msal was received with unanimous a,pp,roi:ld i
Shouz:ls 2:*.'1;1158 tbetc‘:n gravely ‘cast to determine who
gl tak- ﬂo .sp.ea?k,l it fell to that of Mr.
i . e the initiative, which he did after a
y that seemed to denote the prog
mfin;ra,l struggle of no mean dimensionsp gk
ear re el :
- lige;:”}:)(;leiigshit;)g;you young gentlemen saw
a9 : said, ing at Mac and me, “m
" irr:);(;t:?;uir}dl ; were engaged in gold-digging oi
e e 11;. eld, on? of many upon whicho we
i thzn o:}tlunes Wlth. but indifferent success ;
to try our luck :: ::eal;::'d ?t - determinatio;
' . rticular hranch
g cron e g, T
; ity were known ich 1
ieapaos;zg (;:): quartz; and the project \\t'z hzfi :;Clwlrie]':;
o fmmw::e ]js much of our time as we could
sconimm thc:" ing .the poor and patchy alluvium
/ Buoy,ge ; z.p r;l{{?,:]ilxt }for the precious metal. :
52 : 1 e strong h
‘::;;kizg- it ricl.a,’ we toiled a,wiy z:ste?iez?e iday
gion which soon became deserted b i
ourselves and a few ‘fossickers, as those :’realclalll):;
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e been proven

who cling to diggings after they hav
y of our lives

poor. The only break in the monoton

that took place for 2 long time was caused by our
le township

weekly visit t0 Cliffmead, a pretty litt
hills, a few miles distant from

{he scene of our labours. Every Saturday afternoon,
whether in fair weather or in foul, we decked our-

celves out in our best, and with a lightness of heart

which an emperor might envy, betook ourselves to

the homely ¢ Tower Inn, whose hospitality we
rationally enjoyed antil the following Monday morn-

ing. Then, laden with supplies for the new-born

weelk, we returned to our work refreshed and with

undiminished confidence in the ultimate result of

our labours.
«T4 was on one of these pleasant visits that &
Jestined to have an

hich neither could

nestling among the

discovery was made which was
influence on both our lives W
possibly foresee.

«What that discovery proved to be was this.
During our absence & certain addition to the family
circle at the (Tower’ had taken place. The new-
comer, who was a joyous, hazel-eyed, healthy girl,
just emerging from her teens, turned out to be the
landlady’s niece; and as she cameé smilingly forward
1o be introduced to us by her doting, buxom, good-
natured old aunt, T thought I detected an indefinable
something about her which was entirely undiscovers
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:.:i:; ;:s?sir wl;)m.anll had ever met before. It was not
e g physical beauty by which I was so strong]
ac. , for of that she could not boast; but W
ever-lt was, its potency revealed itself ;;0 ol
Enm;f-mkably before I was many minud‘.e;n Cinmt{;St
un
litﬂs; Lne zf her presence. The touch of her shapelle
g fn sent a thrill through my frame, the like };’
& :leo h}ad never experie.nced before ; and I rapid(l)
s p:( fa,n 'overwhelmmg desire to bask in he):'
moverensenis s:)r;lﬁes, 1=.a.nd gaze furtively on the graceful
. er '1the form as she flitted noiselessly
o e Izlc-l—'fa.shlcmed room. It was understood
e v:[c::n iJOln my b.rothet" and a number of other
B s ri a certain boisterous outdoor amuse-
b w:';ts commonly supposed to favour;
v e ;Ime came for action, I claimed
P Writ‘n t fe groun.d that I had an important
: . s,a Whllf:h I wished particularly to forw
y that night’s mail. S
. f‘ii;ho;g:ther voice had a charm which was all
enga,gin:g herriigiljnfe[;::f e
- ion personally; and
- ::g}izzcelwaé that, on the preteit alre;c};;
i to, 3 \.v1):bdrew at the earliest possible
rettede quiet nook from which I could plainly
ar her. :
: “It was just as well that i i
important letter to indite, f:r hIa?clI:O;ulint; 612:11131? I;
Jua.
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to the task of writing anything but the two words
's name—Nellie Nixon.

which composed the gir

These I traced times out of mumber, only varying
the performance occasionally by making rude and
very unsatisfactory sketches of her pretty head, s0

Javishly crowned with tresses of nut-brown, rippling

hair.

« Towards sundown &
people of both sexes b
horseback from. various
plains; and it transpired that
contemplated dance in honour of
was to be given later on in the evening.

« Among the visitors Were several splendid speci-
mens of bright country girlhood, but for none save

Ler who, as if by magic, unpenned within me such a

fountain of absorbing passion as almost to alarm me,

had I either eyes or ears.
« Ag soon as I fullyre

considerable number of young
egan to arrive at the inn on
farmhouses on the distant
this was due to 2
Miss Nixon which

alized my condition 1 was
geized with a nervous dread lest Tshould prema,turely
betray my secret, for she might reject the love I had
to offer, and I was possessed of that peculiar kind of
pride which made me shrink with something like
horror from the idea of having the existence of my
passion generally knowx, in case 1 met with a

repulse.
o on an incident took place

« Ag the evening wor
which went to show pretty plainly that my success
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& ” ;
a dissembler left much to be desired, and th
, and the

discove

: ry startled me as though I had b

in some wrong-doing een detected
g.

]. y
f‘) I(;“ 1n 1 I[SSII ne we e]]'s Oi t; e

evening’ i

awkw; ; :;(i;(;me as she waltzed airily past in the
o approacz;cet; Of) some privileged bumpkin, when
g y Ia young lady friend named
regarding with feeliz[c:%r i);rsxzpecmdhmy il
o gs rmer than mere fri
wai w‘:::dtzc;co;nt for, and whose first na.nf:, i;e]sgt;
e a?r{u; as my -adored one’s. By this
= Whicﬁ,,a 5 gr mg;:l lwas -ralhed with a thoroughness
L Subj; ;)rzs (;s cal.mble when the tender
i Iov:e . nd plainly accused of having
. “This had the effect of showi

i | owing me t i
myﬁz;;ni (::;rzl carleful .in juhe futfre; 31‘111((13 \I\:::;;E.iﬁ)gr
= ;se. y still in the mantle of reserve
e mesuo-u..s of wearing up to a given
R ore joined actively in the evening’s

“Many months passed awa i

e .: y, during ic
mento;xfs ‘::I:ii::oz, g0 far from suﬂ“erir?g :E;b:b;li
g " lf,ca.me dec'idedly more torrid than
=y indee(lug .our exertions never for a moment
g Prr{x:;ght.be said to have distinctl

E pecting work which we so lon:_,:

 preserve an indefinite silence
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had had in hand, failed to reveal anything of

value.
« The consequence Was that the story which I had

a time told in other ways remained still

many
far from relishing the

untold in words, for T was
idea of asking her to betroth herself to a penniless
and I should probably have continued 1o
on the subject, had not
tale which was at the

miner ;

my fears been aroused by 2
ring in one of the two weekly newspapers

to which we always subscribed. The story referred
to pointed with graphic force to the dangers of delay
in cases of the kind, the author illustrating his

argument by showing how the influence of 2 false

pride played havoc all too sad with two fond hearts;

and so strongly did the whole thing appeal to me
that I there and then decided to ask Nellie Nixon

to be my wife on our very next qisit to Cliffmead.
5 had to come and go

« More than four-score hour
hefore we would be again due at the «Tower, and

never surely since the world began did time prove
so provokingly leaden-paced.
« Qaturday afternoon came at last, however, and

with even more than customary promptitude we
ly along the rough and

time appea

were soon trudging gal
devious bridle-path that led to our destination.
« Singing merrily as We went, and exchanging but

very few remarks, we never cried halt until we
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arrived at the summit of a steep hill which
10101-{6;1 the little township, and from whilcch :;We;c;
: : ou
i)v ::,i:hy }be seen, nestling cosily beneath, the roof
e sheltered her whom I loved so well
e ;1 z “\\ }f came to an abrupt standstill, and having
ith our hats our heated brows, and gaze?l

admiringly i
gl_y for a time at the peaceful scene bel
we continued on our way B

dete]c)t:gragﬁ n(;ur temporary stoppage I thought I
e h‘01:1 two or three occasions in the act
: g 1-mself determinedly as he was on the
?Omt of confiding something to me—it was his lo
o;' handsome Nellie King, I had no doubt—butvii'
f;i;?i;;;;nil f;lgh m(;ention he evidently decided
, and we wa i 1
t];}fat plainly denoted preoccupalfiidn Z]; et
e an unusual
“Thr
L the(r)zg: ;O:esiais pai;ddoqks at the rear of the
availed ourselves; andc;lus: fa:h;f: ;chlseila;{iiab'ly
i y
ur;raz':;h:};get:rough the last fence which lay betwec:i
s m inc;t::e, ::ny brother gently detained me,
e - nctively that he was about to reveal
ret at last.
0§ & :
e :;:11 f::]i:t.;n;,end to mention the matter to a
o }11 ﬁhad a.ctlfally placed the engage-
iy er -nger, which I shall not be i: a
posi o do until after 1 have had an interview
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with old Clocks the local jeweller, he said, in a
Lurried manner; cput I feel that 1 must make
n your favour, old fellow. I have

an exception i
ghe has consented !’

asked Nellie to be my wife, and

« < Qf course she has consented, My Jear old boy,
ging his hand warmly and with un-
«No one who had an opport.unity
that the

T replied, wrin
feigned pleasure.
of watching could be so dense as not to see
wealth of affection which you palpably ghowered on

her was to the full reciprocated.
«Tn obedience t0 & qudden impulse T was about to

confide my love affair to him in return for his con-

fidence, when it suddenly occurred to me that I
should do well to emulate the caution he displayed
in keeping his own counsel nntil he made sure of
his ground. The result was that 1 resolved, not
without some little reluctance, to refrain from speak-
ing on the subject until 1, too, was in & position t0
yself as having been formally accepted

announce m
ever yet have ceased to

by my swoetheart ; and In
wonder what would really have happened had T at
that juncture decided to act differently.

««How do you think that stern, purse-proud old

father of hers will receive the news?’ 1 asked.

‘Do you anticipate DO
« «Her stern old father 2? he repeated in astonish-

PR to say that you are

unaware of her being an orphan ¢’
F
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“«You must be joking, surely ?’ I said, glancing
at him inquiringly. ‘ Why, I stood by his side i;
Mulligan’s store the time before last we were in
town ; and if Grumpy Griff died since then I think
T'd bave heard of the event.

«<Oh! now I see where the mistake comes in/
he replied, with a merry laugh. ‘My ambition i;
not so strong as you seem to imagine, my dear
fellow. 1 did not aspire to the hand of Nellie
King the heiress, but to that of Nellie Nixon
the penniless, whom I much prefer.

« As through a mist I caught sight at that moment
of a girl's figure tripping blithely towards us; the
goarled gum trees at the same time began to sway
I‘Oll!fld and round; and muttering something about
having received ‘a touch of the sun,’ I did what I

never did before or since—swooned away like a
woman.”

CHAPTER VI

ArTER a short pause for refreshment, Mr. Pen-
with, having nerved himself for the completion of
his self-imposed task, proceeded with his narrative
as follows—

« When consciousness returned I found that my
head was pillowed on Tom’s broad chest, and that
his promised bride was in a kneeling posture by my
side, fanning my fevered brow, and occasionally
applying some cooling lotion to MY throbbing
temples. All this T discovered without giving them
any signs of having revived, and for this 1 was
thankful, since I wished for time to collect my
scattered thoughts, and come to & decision as to
the line of action I had better follow from that time

forward. Listening to their whispered conversation,
I soon learned sufficient to convince me that neither

suspected the true cause of my sudden indisposition.
67
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Bi(:rt:, 1;1d-eed, agreed that the explanation I had
Ef t}[:e:e ;:C*;:as toe correct one; and the knowledZe
P condu. ‘assusted ole beyond measure in coming
e o smln at \Thlco I promptly arrived. Had
2 eart.h e ;]d el?st' inkling of the truth, no power
R t}a\-e pre'.\rented me from shouldering
B g’ at the oarhest possible moment, and
. Ta as .g:)oat a distance between me and them
reSOIVEdy ;:1;12 Amy power to put; but as it was, I
B . zlm at.my post, and bear as best I
. 11. e mlsfortu.ne which for ever ex-
tw; g e light of my life. They were the only
po in all the world for whom I cared a ]
at that time, the only two people living 'ha .
would gladly shield from harm with myb li‘;e OH; (11
; on
;?t; :zcatl;ein thIe :::ger. ofdbecoming an object of
i ermined t i
:?tcr;let .deop down within my bre:stbl\:ger:l};ncg;k’:l?g
“ : : g is
fO: ;l;t;;laasl ;ﬁ};ﬂamed inviolate, and live thenceforth
e me,tislitzofully and cheerfully as it was
“Ts i
e :I)l;: liiss};] time to form my plan of future
I ?s .taken ‘me to describe its nature ;
par. e p.etmn I jumped to my feet with a
State[:ent 8 eplshne:ss, and repeating my former
i am:’t havmg' received a slight sunstroke,
fuowees dls rong desire to go to my room and lie
eedless to say, my wish was at once grati-
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fied ; but the quiet for which T longed was not as
yeb forthcoming, for the ordeal of an examination ab
the hands of the only doctor of whom the district

could then boast had still to be undergone. This

merry dipsomaniac, who had been summoned at my

brother’s instigation, and whose delay in putting 10
an appearance was stated to be owing to the fact
that it was only with much difficulty that the mes=
acceeded in finding him at all, zigzagged his
at last, and proceeded with a
f gravity to feel my pulse,
I tried as hard

senger §
way into my presence
comical assumption 0
ngue, and so forth.
as T dared to escape this infliction as soon as T heard
that T was to be visited professionally by the in-

cbriate physician; but Tom and others about the

place exhibited s0 much anxiety about having an

f my case, that there was nothing

examine my to

expert’s opinion ©

for it but to gubmit.

« Having with 2 greab show of anxious care com-
pleted his diagnosis, and before sitting down to write
the prescription which he pretended to consider that
my case required, the doctor hiccoughed instructions
to my brother to have me supplied with a stimulant
broadly hinted that 2 little liquid

ould not at the same time be un-

refreshment W
acceptable 1o nimselt.  Botb bis requests Were

d to, as & matter of course; and
n with which

at once, and

promptly attende
having imbibed the geperous potatio
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he wWas
s served
ey , he soon developed signs of ;
at communicative gos of becoming

“The attack of heat a
i poplexy from which I
o ;li;::)o\;%l;fnt(it of a dangerous nature, Zufg‘ne:";e%
g .1£.3 soundness of the advice Whijl
e gwmg, concerning the desirzﬂ)ilit1
- r: g% e;,t o o protecting the head fro ¢
R - welﬁ uring the hot season of the eam
R et ;)n to affirm that I had had a);err.
o War]l.ledrc:}x:3 :;gsaj:riotus if not indeed a fatai
il o nst a repetition of
= ant;f :;;th;- he SF'Lid, I had been mta};if::-
i emphaet.mg his fee, which he more thai
- g llca.lly ordering that I should have
s Wit?ng as I desired it, he staggered off
el 1 an amusing attempt at looki
gnified. i
“How my re i
i du{inlgai(;: E;:‘:l:ed the mental torture I
g nt watches of th
B my::n;wd:‘:t; but it did, and when i:]ea:?::
B s t)n. appeared, I hurried forth for a
R 1{:;0 in the cooling waters of the com-
e rE e.] W(.mderfully braced and in-
s gt hyte]?r y awim, I next took an aimless
oo ng": ¥ fe famllhar hills and valleys ; and
[ — ‘?11 all t.,hls was, that by the ti:me I
QR ower’ I felt sufficiently strong and
essfully act upon the resolutions fo%-xizd
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on the previous evening, and t0 bear with resignation
and fortitude the burden so suddenly and unex-
pectedly imposed, and so altogether impossible of

removal.
« Qwing to the fact that it was necessary 0 provide

sh the pretty little wooden
d and constructed ourselves
prospecting had
f alluvial

the wherewithal to furni

cottage which we designe
in what we called our spare time
to be reluctantly abandoned in favour ©
workings for several months, and this fact troubled
both of us more than either cared to may, for we
were firmly convinced that the success We expected
could not be very far distant, and we Wwere naturally
it ag soon as possible. How

anxious to realize
ill appear as 1

much at fault our judgment was W
proceed.

«In course of tim
touches, as we terme
the little house, which To

«The Nest, and as it was
en, the long-delayed ma

o the last of many ¢finishing

d them, was bestowed upon
m affectionately called
then in readiness to
receive 1ts que rriage soon
took place.

« Among the many wedding presents of various

~ kinds and values which the occasion brought forth,
came a generous gift from the landlord of the «Tower,
and as this took the very useful shape of coin of
the realm, it placed the young couple in the proud
position of being able to contemplate the fature with
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~ considerable equanimity. It also had the effect of
enabling Tom and myself to resume the prospecting
operations which had been so long suspended, and
of which we entertained such bright hopes; but
although we devoted the greater part of five years’
honest toil to the work thereafter, we failed to find
any but pinched or hopelessly barren quartz reefs,
tunnel in whatever direction we would.

“A section of the great mountain still remained
untried, because our rather crude knowledge led us
to look upon it as the least likely of all to produce
anything of value, and this we decided to prospect
too, after long and anxious deliberation.

“Some months subsequent to this, and at a time,
too, when the performance of our huge task was
proceeding swimmingly, my brother, one day while
at work, complained of feeling unwell—the first time
I ever heard him do so; but as after a short rest
he appeared to get all right again, no importance
was attached to the matter at the time. He was
taken ill again on the following day, however, and
on the day succeeding that he was too unwell to
leave the house.

“Not without a vague feeling of alarm I then lost
no time in obtaining the professional services of a
young physician recently settled in Cliffmead, and
on his advice, and because the case required the
performance of a somewhat difficult surgical operation,

/ n
% anxious one for me; but whe
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1

metropolis. i o wife and the baby,
; by his wife a
«He was accompamed fe {Our-yeal"old_ Walter,

ther child, ltt . ;
‘:)ht-% oa:ﬂi);ft‘J in my charge during their enforced
eing

i acined, the time that elapsed
gined,

« As may easily be im A .
before 1 IZarned the result of the critical ope
efore

iall
ther had to undergo Was &n especially
o the pregnant message

at once dispelled-

which my

; -
at last arrived, all my arlux];eg W ?tmost o
1 d off with the v 2

Everything passe s+

felt - re Tle would be strong enough toh. o
k. - s me

the return journey in a few days; butdl' s
3 ini ; in,
dvisers insisted on his refraining from dong

advis

as many weeks.

ly two a
« Byery mail to Cliffmead—there were ot y

y e O l 1 news

of his improved condit;on, an W i
ig ci ely anno
-om the big city vagw e
flfo iline in a few days, and told me nob P
of sailing

I was
:n from that address.
from them again il : s
t(i he'Mformed that it was their intention to slpWhiCh
so 1n
E:lqo or two at Belport (the sea-port tc')wn Naenie &
tiZy would disembark), in order 't,o gll;ft:ives gl
i i n certain re

rtunity of calling upo - i
(\)fii)cg?:\it.y; and knowing that they mtil)ligilet(; phad 2

their land journey by mail coach as belore,
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difficulty in cal i
culating whe
gl g n they would be due at
“Two or three ni
nights after I 1
e nig received the m -
. e lett((lar to which I have just referred, m en1rlor
as so di i
gl isturbed by a horrid dream in Wili(}]’l %:
e s ;I?\?eck figured prominently, but at the sam(
indistinetly, that I wok ; ;
: : e about midni 1
g , ; idnight with
Pm:- el;lt sZart, and with nerves completely ljnstlun
rtially dressing I qui e
. g I quickly had
e : recourse to t}
: :jlng influence of the fragrant weed, and havi .
aced to a 1 i ) b
e ho fmri lf;ro mn the starlight for the greater prrT)
our, I became at lengt i (
R gth sufficiently composed
“Stran
e fe to ey, nb1y slumbers were again disturbed
» e me frightful dream that had already :
4 ; un-
p deﬁn;?e, but on its second visit it rapidly assumed
- e shape, and soon presented ivi
iy a most vivid
“1 imagi
i dig‘gmeﬁ- myself standing on one of the high
s Hw ich grimly sentinel Belport’s bl?S ;
. d undreds of others were there too, a i
L
exc.trz : more came hurrying to the spot with, :
o wan
R— at;es. A great storm was raging, and throu@l;
lightp fy- ormed mist could be seen, by the unc tn'
. ‘ ; ertain
early dawn, a large steamship drifting help
g 2

g
€ again at)d acaalﬂ, bllt owln tO t]:]e
telllﬁc forl’.’e Oi W lnd o y - .
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« On, slowly on, came the surely-doomed ship, amid
the a.nguish—stricken groans of strong men, and the
despairing cries of the women and children who had
been attracted t0 the place. Nearer and nearer she
came, regardless of the hoarse and prolonged protest
hich an accident had rendered

of the escaping steam W
til at length she crashed

her incapable of using, un
with awful force into the submerged rocks 0 close
to where 1 stood, that it seemed as if a stone could
be hurled to her deck.

«Then the wind and sea seemed to lull for a

t or two, as if to gloat over their murderous

momen
work before cruelly completing it, and it was at that

instant that I saw something which made my heart
stand still. Waiting calmly on the
seemed panic and confusion, was my brother, clasping

to his breast his wife and child. Looking upward,
im, he caught sight of me

poop where all

as my glance rested on b
t=]

at once, and witha sad smile of fortitude lighting
andsome face, he waved me 2 farewell
e howling in and dashed

as though she had been

up his brave, h
just as a towering sea cam
the ill-fated vessel to atoms,
made of matchwood.

« Becoming desperate to the
ed to hurl myself from the beetling cliffs,

prepar
when I awoke in a state of mortal terror, and

found myself bathed in a cold perspira.tiou.
«“So terribly realistic Was the whole thing, and

verge of madness, 1
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so very d x g

S {na];ef; n(:ld it impress me, that I decided
in the vague bug :my to the ‘Tower’ at once
gl thzre i SIender hope of having my fea,rg:
ingly, after l;a : set out for Cliffmead accord-
look after m Vllr,lg arranged with a neighbour t
B y little charge, Walter, during m:r

“ T had trav :
g ::z; e:::i la. (lllttle more than half the distance
horse's hoofs in rapied n:)(i i:':e Cilattering sound Gl
of the landlord of the ‘To : a’ﬂ i as the burly form
faith wer,” vigorous] o :
wardt;ﬂl S}Ez&:fld,nbu:lst.int.o view immeditl;;;liiti]f
clusion that theol BSI-tautlm-l.in coming to the con-
B i S E(:aepmg vision I had had portrayed
countenance l;y tl?Ch l-larm.le scanned the other’s
when we met, but n::it::i T st
> ?l;;h an unusual meetinegpressed thedlesst anrprss
e T 4
CUStOmarg e;:fli‘h::ne with some appl‘oach to his
see that it was onl y}:f manner, but it was easy to
Ttmeep Yy by a Pcmierful L T
ceeded to in i something like calmness, as he pro-
T zn;r; wllll-etl.ler I knew the exact day on
When he found t}e, ;e lllte'n ded to set sail for home.
was no more deﬁni:e :‘;Y SEBRNLRG, a0 the point
himself, he could no 1 a'“lthat W.hich he possessed
and in trembling acc onger restrain his excitement
ents he told of a report whicl;
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reached him somehow, concerning 2 terrible ship-
k close to Belport.
d to the line by which my
obably return;

they should

wrec
«The vessel belonge
prother and his wife would most Pr

and he was consumed with anxiety lest
phave taken passage by her, he said, for all hands

were reported lost.

“«The outward-bound mail was due to leave Chfi-

mead that morning, a8 luck would have it; and in
o a question as to what 1 thought was best
on of taking

answer b
d my intentl
beyond doubt

to be done, 1 announce
to place the matter

1 had no doubt of my own
st, for 1 folt as abso-
ably sad occurrence
it was Pos-

passage by it, 80.28

as quickly as P
which required
lutely certain that th

had been truthfully T
t anything;

ossible.
to be set ab re
e unspeak
ovealed to me, 3S
but 1 refrained from

sible to feel abou
<ious friend, since 1

mentioning this fact to my at
d could result.

failed to see how any £00
« Heartrending scenes presented themselves when

the shipping—ofﬁce was reached.
f both sexes and all ages olbowed their

through the immense throng of sym-
that surged about the building; and
mechanically, and without 2 moment’s
loss of time. 1 experienced the utmost difficulty in
gaining BCCESS to the large room in which the list
of the victims names Was exhibited : but when ab

Large numbers of

persons ©
way excitedly
pathetic idlers
those I joined
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last I succeeded, the object of my mission wag
soon attained, for the very first name on the
death-roll was one that I knew it was sure to
include.

“With a feeling of infinite loneliness, and a pro-
nounced tendency to assume a rebellious attitude
towards the very edict that bade me live, I fought
my way outward through the sobbing, moaning
crowd; and having prepared my sad message for
dispatch by the return mail to Cliffmead, I at once
proceeded to the scene of the disaster, in the hope
that I might have the melancholy satisfaction of
recovering the bodies of my dear ones from the
seething depths of the relentless sea.

“Many weeks passed away before I recovered
sufficiently from the attack of brain fever which my
prolonged and gruesome vigil induced to enable me
to realize where I was, and what was going on
around me; but when at length I did cease to
hover between life and death, it was to find that
I was once more in my own old room at the ‘ Tower,’
and that T was being carefully watched and tended
by anxious eyes and willing hands.

“Acting on imperative instructions from my
medical attendant, the patient nurses did their best
to keep me from worrying about the nature of the
events that were responsible for landing me on a
bed of sickness. Every question I put with the

& :
« Looking about my T
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i that enshrouded
i - helling the dense fog
o o gth an answer full of well-meant
i iet was
le reminder that quie
ness, and a gent : a
va‘guetial to my speedy recovery; but nothing Whl{;:
e:’fen could say or do could keep my weary b;a,m
il trying to unravel the mystery. Several days
. :jld went; and as each passed slowly away
came :

-adually greater, but
my physical strength became gI y

m 1 lal)]llt t{l re ece tt curre nces I ma
] Garu. recen 0C T I S B
y y

ever.
as pronounced as

i
nmy memory, met W

oom one evening in a vacant

(@ |

d as if searching for some object that

fell
: i ired clue, my glance
i = rec’ioddtling nephew, who could

1ttl
el . eyly at me through the partly-

ted peeping sh i
. detzcdeor}'] and :\t sight of that baby 1ia\ce a.lllng g
i 1 ] mi
flpens circumstances which led to his beco
rea

]. es E g min

an instant. -
0 d a solemn duty
e ok me forcibly al

e T 1 ( l then.
san monm

C! SS, al 3
suc ting
I (=]

ucrative profession.

sort of way, an

to the doubly un-

so at the
fortunate child, stru
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“A few words \ i
g Is more and my little story will come
“ After many years of com 1
i ‘ . ‘ paratively frui 1
c:;zi :; ::enj?nctlon wn:,h my poor deazl br:)ilﬁzs; 1:113
i wlm[;] m&‘teshlp with my dear old f;iend
: ﬁ;; ,myself :1; listened to me as patiently as any
e }tle possessor of affluence, for at las;
g, havge 1S golden stone has been discovered.
R WE.:;I: my a,do.pted son once more, and
. ith that which will render him per-
S5 consmer:ﬁfudent of his profession and every
e ion, the dream of the best years of
i ave been realized, and I can end m
e coztentment.” :
el diEdo:‘:a o]fM the last words of the pathetic
g v, ; ac approached its marrator and
- i ;nty erfng his honest hand, an
R wa.? quick to follow; but beyond
- ]:, 3 Kn.a. ittle Tnf}reased energy at his bearded
“The.pit 1§§s.e%h1b1ted no signs of emotion.
R yWith1t i3, gentlemen,” the latter said at
i Sn;uch solemnity, “ that the young
B a:”e a Poundless self-sacrifice wa:js
. yh y friend in the past, to my certain
gOOdnes:,a,n da;‘s prcfved totally unworthy. All the
e a.(:lst:)rmg care of his foolish old uncle
ke .p id by undoubted indications of black
; and yet we are told that further favours
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are to be heaped upon him without question and

without stint! And this too n face of the fact
that numbers of deserving charities are to be found
4. 1 have no patience with the man.”

« There is one subject upon which Kniggs and I
have never agreed,” Mr. Penwith said, with a depre-
gtured smile. He formed an
ungenerously low estimate of mY nephew's merits
almost from the first, and he obstinately refuses to
I admit that T have not heard
1 could wish since he left
but that is no reason why

a charge of base ingratitude should be hurled

against him in his absence. The apparent neglect
for if one bears in mind the
¢ serious interest that musb
¢ a busy member of

on every han
cating but good-n

correct the error.
from the lad as often as

me over two years ago;

is easily accounted

numberless matters 0

always occupy the attention ©

the legal professiou.”

« Numberless fiddlesticks!” blurted Mr. Kniggs.
« Rven if it be granted that he has always been to0
busy to pay you @ yisit, it does mnob follow that he
d time to favour you with as much

Put him to the test that 1 have

his intention all along has nob
been to discard you, it will be soon made apparent.
If, on the other band, that has been his wish, a8 I

you ought to be aware of the fact.”
G

could never fin
as a single line.
suggested, and if

maintain, then
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Then addressing himself specially to Mac and
myself, Mr. Kniggs went on to explain that the
test which he wished to have applied consisted
simply in so arranging matters that when the first
meeting between uncle and nephew took place, the
former should appear arrayed for the occasion in
the every-day garb of a working miner.

“The chance to do so still remains,” he went on
to say, “ for when we called at the young hopeful’s
office on our arrival from the country, we found
him absent, and could get no definite information
as to when he would return, by the way. Should
the adoption of my proposal prove that I have
misgjudged Master Walter, I promise to act every
whit as generously towards him as his foster-father
intends to act; for no living being has a claim upon
me, and it would be my duty to make reparation to
the very fullest extent.”

“As I have often told you, I have no doubt
about the lad’s fidelity,” his friend replied, “and
I eannot act as though I had, even for the great
consideration you have been again good enough
to mention,” :

It was here pointed out by Mac that the proposed
little bit of masquerading would have the effect of
adding immensely to the pleasant nature of the
surprise which was in store for the young lawyer;
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l W d] nl bb‘l‘[‘l Y tuha;l; t.'lllS aSpeC 0
was D.(}h unw“rtll Y 0{. COnSldeT&tiOD, trhe W em‘y h[[ .
E w1l ‘ ll. CC 1[‘[ !}(}Se 111[11&61 exam P
en ]

L

remarkable promptitude.



CHAPTER VII

THE nig S g
stury,l;}::o:il:t}mr!l far ad\lfunced before Mr. Penwith'’s
e endc., oln y of which has been recorded, came
iy Kniﬂ.(r; ?nltl although it was evident that had
S d::S L; owed the promptings of nature, he
< gOOd_namrea(;:l and Mr, Penwith had already done,
ing watch with ,y,anmf“n“’d his intention of keep-
refreshed to reli:v{;: LLI;tll our friends were sufficiently
1
Kn;;g:l;]eadlri:g ;:onversation which followed, Mr.
his friend’s n:wh that was unfavourable to tell of
s 'I; '?w’ whose carecer he had closely
i foswr_fat;; 1l dhooii, and whose callous neglect
e o er he l?ltter]y resented.
R e fe: at .h:s‘ of.fice when we called there
ey .Y, .e gaid, “ his uncle and I would not
night; for the fishing excursion on which

we went, and which h
: as be
84en prolonged so mysteri-
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ously, would certainly nob have been resorted to, as
it was, for the purpose of passing time. On the
other hand, had he been there to receive us, the
opportunity of unmasking the thankless whelp would
have fled for ever; for he would immediately infer
from oOur Prosperous appearance that fortune had
favoured us ab last, and we would be received with
open arms beyond any doubt. Your friend’s sugges:
tion to Penwith was & happy one, and I have greab
hope that it will bear good fruit.”

That dark hour which is said to precede the dawn
had arrived, and we were still trying bravely to
entertain one another, when yeb another outbreak
of excitement among our little pilots attracted our
attention.

At the time mentioned they were abreast a bold
headland, which Joomed darkly ahead ; and dark as
it undoubtedly was, We could plainly see their white,
shapely forms in the act of excelling all their previous

exhibitions of excitement and delight.
The three that remained with the boat through

the night became very demonstrative t005 but

instead of joining the main flock, they contented

themselves with hovering about and above us in an

ecstatic manner, which for some reason OT other

inspired Mr. Kniggs and myself with 2 fecling of

no mean elation.
On nearing the spob at which the majority of 0uF
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feathered fri
i d friends were disporting themselves, it b
y N - : : 1 i
g pparent that a considerable alteration i ;
.ze would soon have to take place in c;n i
avoid goin Ve
" :am g out to sea; and immediately after tlto
e ic l l
sl ﬁat. which the change of direction v i
" vas
g sdmsht of strong but mellow light came t
a distant promontor i :
‘ y, mak
jump suddenly with a great joy Bl
At first i ;
R we hes.ltated to believe that what we saw
v dom a lighthouse; but as the flash
& . : ash was
g fg{un and again at regular intervals, a ver
: :
ge 1.1:-5 sufficed to convince us that a,beacoi
a :
. sight, and that consequently human habi
tion could not be far off. s
Carlo w o
s ume as S(zl overjoyed at the discovery that had
e, and so boisterous in givi (
B : s in giving expression to
o 3} 1sfa;:131110n, that he soon aroused the sleepers
en followed a scene i
e g of pleasurable exci
“};lch it is impossible to describe i
an 1 :
B 3' :;d diverse were the theories advanced con-
» Wh? . e probable identity of the mariner’s guid
4 : nide
g t;zlll eyes were eagerly and almost constgantly
i ough we feared it mi
. might steal if 1
sy ght steal away if it
o ed unwatched; but when the mornin y1' }jt
me .
g strong enough to enable us to exanglin: it
. . 1
surroundings with something approachi
ng

completeness, it

’ was easy to se h ;

f e how entir i
of the mark were all our conjectures i
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The place bore no resemblance o anything of the

kind we had ever seem, OF of which we had ever

heard or read, except that the great light which the
lofty tower contained revolved, and that it marked
the entrance to0 what proved to be a capacious

harbour.

Barely had we time to note all this, when signs of
an intention on the part of the cea-birds to desert us
at last were detected ; and watching their move-
ments for a time, W€ saw them wheel swiftly around
the lighthouse & few times, and then soar aloft in
a spiral column and disappear completely from
view.

pumber that attached them-

The three of their
gelves to the boat 1n such a remarkable manner still
course was shaped

remained, however, and when &

towards the harbour, they at once constituted them-

selves our willing guides.

Following their lead as & matter of course and
f doing 80, W€

with perfect faith in the wisdom O
gailed pasb countless bays and islets of surpassing
beauty, until cuddenly, and as if by magic, the domes
and spires of & great city came clearly into view, and
Yhere We parted company with the last of our volun-

tary pilots, a8 regretfully as if we were being severed

from oldest and dearest friends. PBreaking the rigid
ce we entered the

silence they had maintained sin
magniﬁcen_b harbour %o which they 80 faithfully
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conducte
o min;l:;:heﬁ hovered about us Joyously for
- disappeal.e;{ a'm then they too soared slowly a]of:,
In awed sileni': twhe blﬁle o s
: e we all gazed mor
stantly in R e more or les .
i lfed Lhi f;dllrecmon of the point at WhiC}Sl :l?:
gy r»e aci i ut}:l) to the moment that we camﬁ
i gt 1(2 great public quay which we
BR & s GF 15 l.l‘c‘Place; but we looked in vain
direct our attenti er return, and had reluctantly to
i alon els‘ewhere‘.
s djsembaclirt;m feeling of timorousness we
pouid find on thz Z at the most secluded spot we
having secured the bo;:y and capacious wharf, and
weIieiS;rely proceeded tso, j;i;ii?;eeverﬁhing gl
afto 3
moved al;ia:g ;iommh gratification to find as we
e 1annuwng‘ the busy throng, that the pre-
we were most?ar:ii 1n- use was the one with which
refrained from pre ajr{ but notwithstanding this, we
any one. The fru:}llpl-mtdy confiding our woes to
little party shrank oy t.h at.@Vel-y member of our
strangers if it c; f lnstufcmvely from addressing
there was a Possib-lll-t, possibly be avoided, and a:
e mﬂway-sta:‘l y of learning something at the
throw some light O:I;u(;l:z{:. at d}}a,nd which might
to visi i roundings, it w :
;‘;15:3 ;?;:J efllhce before questionizg any E:)Snj.e(nded
! st circumstance that particularly attracted
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e landed was the entire absence

of steam as 2 motive power cither on land or water,

and the next thing to astonish us was that animal
mployed in the work of

our attention after w

life was nowhere t0 be seen €
traction.

We were still engaged 1n giving expression to our
on of the general results which these novel
conditions produced when we entered the station,

and proceeded at once 10 eagerly scan the time-
the name of some city or town

e had some previous knowledge.
t, however, not a single

admirati

tables in search of
« of whose existence W
+ i Much to our disappointmen
* combination of letters in the ceveral long lists which

re there exhibited containe
d dejectedly relinquishing
om which

G we d a name of which we
v; had ever pefore heard; an

¢35 our fruitless task, we took

up a position fr
could be had of the crowds of peoplu

(@ clear view
El\' who came and went unceasingly.

& For over half-an-hour we had been staring curiously
nge faces that passed and re-
ted out the uselessness of
and suggested that we

o charge of the station,

at the swarms of stra

passed, when Mac poin

wasting time in that faghion,

should interview the official 1
and lay our case unreservedly before him.
This proposal met with unanimous appr
we were on the point of moving off for the purpose
g it into effect, when something occurred
and instantly struck

oval, and

of putt’m
which delayed our departure,
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Y l e t. d 1 ]

this effect is not to be w

B ! ondered at, for i i

i re:;zi?l ;Lrl}")wal of four persons, thr:ei(;ﬁfn\?:ted

o t;eir i y Mac and myself as they ﬂaS}?erg

i ky to the train, and one of whom w.
i ‘::wn to Mr. Kniggs and his friendaS

Ly andsﬂthe first to recover from l;is

R ,the. s he m‘oment he did so he rushed

E . eparting train, calling urgentl

g ;r:: a]l. unconscious of his preienccy

racting his attention. ’

I a 0 Vil o l]a tO glve Of &

3

dEIl 3 ;‘
1¢
Blld se (Ltl() an e CCOmPaIIlEd

the two young ladie i
g g s. on their journey, was
wshmy gll;a:in OL;‘IL Penwith’s nephew. A);;:houohnoiz
B iﬂ, it atc(:‘i;rse,. to hear this, we cou?d see
e Me time to excite wonder; but the
s ac and I had to make in return
- ey culated to inspire any one who heard
The i
Penwﬂ::f:ilzz and sisters whom we saw in Walter
bt fa;yw\;:rz thettdea,rest friends we had
oo matter of univ i
o 1;111:(::,;, ;’:g;ther with their widowed ::11:31}811') Fjlhef
a half-a-dozen years before ! .

¢ soon a8 ot
L

&

3 versatio
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d not the paralyzing effect
ticipated ; nOT did Mr.

0 impressed as we could wish, when

his violent excitement cooled gufficiently to permit
t we had to say.

of his listening 10 wha

« Either universal pelief has been woefully at
fault,’ the former remarked oraculariy;:  oF S y0R
entlemen are at present the victims of a rather
remarkable hallucination. That it 1s a case of mis-
taken identity seems much more probable than
the alternative proposition. Don't you think s0

yonrselves T
« Ahsolute proof will soon be forthcoming,” Mr.
«for I shall have to inter-

n doubt as

This announcement ha
on Mr. Kniggs that we an

Penwith seem

Penwith reminded us;
view the gent‘leman W
an do SO wi

hose identity 18 i
thout interrupting the con-
o in which he geems S0 engrossed, and 1
then whether he is Mr. Robert

Wingford or merely his counterfeit presentment.
Whoever he 18, it is evident that he is 2 friend of
he is doubtless in 2 position

to the boy's movements, for

too thankful.”
allowed to remain for

will soon learn

Walter's ; and as such
to enlighten me as
which 1 cannob be

And here the matter was
the time being, by common consent.



CHAPTER VIII

IT was not without
pressed indi : a certain degr
R [ e ond T o
Penwith and },i]a?l-er curious fact, that while M
admit the possisl;il_nend would not for a mome;
error in a work of .:;y c_)f their having fallen into
B by e aidl intlﬁcatibn which they had to
ok 0 'aJ ﬂ.eetirlg glance, they made
e er of _bemg possessed of the fir
Bl b nstivi my friend and I blundered eO'rm
whom we had n}i;‘t athe conclusion that the rcr,la.en—
n oppo :
clasely and very deliberatef))fp \:':.:n:)tgy;r)il E:;; v;}yi];)g
oubt

1 f W - and l I)

O-f illends. }]l eply ll) '. ue 10118 O ] e Sl]h"
I |l<3|!‘ q St: n
1

Ject, we had
- Peoplz hho.acknowledge that the fact of
= e aving survived the disaster b mjﬂy
pposed to have perished was : Wh}lldl
one that

ﬂauth( lltlcated ]
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and that Wingford was not one of those tWo,

it without hesitation. Altogether,
favour of the view they took was
made to appear SO irresistibly strong, that my
pelief in the testimony of my Sense of sight began
o falter unmistakably ; and it would probably
have broken down completely very soon had my
attention Dot been arrested by certain peculiar
movements 1 which Carlo was at the time indulg-

ed me that my first

ing, and which quickly convine
as the correct one and that my growing

the evidence n

impression W
sm was quite unwarranted.

¢ had been prowling in-
premises ; and in the
d to pass close

sceptici
The sagacious creatur
quisitively about the spacious
anderings he chance
«ed Wingford and his friend
: conversation.
from them he

course of his W
to where the suppo

were still engaged i

While yet about 2 dozen paces
1t; and having sniffed at them

came to a sudden ha
inquiringly, he proceeded dlowly and cautiously t©
make a closer and more thorough examination.

A very few moments sufficed 10 convince him
that his suspicion Was well founded ; and an
extravagant display of canine rapture followed
without delay; evidently much to the astonishment

of the gentleman towards whom it was directed,
of the companion with whom he was

their prolonged

as well as
speaking carnestly still
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Having relieved his feelings to some extent by
excessive fawning, he next set about endeavouring
to induce the recipient of his pressing attentions
to follow his lead to where we all anxiously awaited
his coming.

The means he adopted to secure the end he had
in view were characteristically intelligent. First
of all he would take a short but rapid run in our
direction ; then turn about abruptly and bark forth
an impatient invitation; and finding his demand
disregarded, the whole operation would at once be
repeated.

For what seemed quite a long time these wiles
seemed likely to prove hopelessly fruitless; but
the time for the friends to part came at last, and
when it did, Wingford, for it was really he, decided
upon humouring the retriever by following in his
wake so long as he could do so without incurring
too much personal inconvenience.

The gyrations indulged in by Carlo when he
realized that what he wished to happen was about
to transpire after all, would almost make one dizzy
to behold ; and not for a moment did he relax his
jubilant movements until he brought Wingford
to a point from which he could not very well
escape without getting a full view of the members
of our little party.

Having accomplished this he turned his attention

0o
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1 i d,
Mac and myself and wildly, but, as it ha,ppeneld
a ,
5 ite unnecessarily, proceeded to do what he 001“ g
i . :
(tlu Js directing our attention to the approach
owar

our friend. ) i
inc these pecuhar movements W
Following .

]
i0si s glance
ntly increasing curiosity, the latters g

re . : ‘
L. n fell on me, and jmmediately afterwards
yery S00

or of the group whom he
;’:1 t:"l‘cf :Séytgﬁi;;eﬁ) did so he stood S}lddeuly
stni{:;, ’became extremely pale, and with ;vf;ozix(;
eyes stared in breathless wonder first &
then at the other for several seconds. e
How long the spell would have rerr;m oo
broken had it continued intact.untll I.t 1sp:istenc‘;
it is impossible to say ; but as it was, 1ts e

i k
was comparatively short-lived, for Mac soon too

i d

to bring it to an ent. : #ig
Ste‘l‘)SWhy Bob, old fellow,” he said, apploachﬁg
W'mgfor(;. his face wreathed in & EUURY smile,

7 1 :
“ you have not forgotten old fr1euds 80 soon, surely
y -

have you?” i

Here followed a sceneé of C:LC‘L. i

be left to the reader’s imagination to ep&1 .,ently
in 1 . cl

when the principal actors in 1t beca‘me. suhar g

cool to act rationally, we were all ta.l';en in ¢ imus

Wingford and were S00I rolling 1 & is:u.mp o
, u

convceyance through the gra.nd gtreets of a sSup

tement which must

city.
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Our destinati
cklarminglthZiatfll:: dpr-oved to be a palatial in
were redolent of t? i extensive grounds whil;;
an abundance of Ile delicate perfume imparted E
and on arrival th ERE e and o) B"ﬂrubsJT
attendant in obe;'r eat each was provided with ’
. Ie.nce to orders issued by Wiu&n
furnished withg s:;(:t llt)lftrmtions that we were to f;
as possible. I itawich e Tk G
Much refr
clothing, wees-j::f i e ablutions and change of
we met our tho ehau e highest SPil'itS ‘:’hEH
and each diSplaugd tful host at an early luncheon;
in the narration}:e ofwch e R s jOi];
which we had been r the thrilling experiences to
~which the conve l.ecently subjected, and towards
R irsa,tlon. was at once directed, that
at first than gues H}pOSSIble el
was intended to lj A i ol
the time as bein e Cﬂn‘vey,ad.' What struckb me at
that when he dic;g i
main facts conne te;enﬁually become seized of the
he did not attaclc: : WIJ.Dh our remarkable i
them which he w anything like the importance tO’
“You certainl e
time of it,” he N e huws (0 @ very trying
effort at a’ppear'sald, with what wes evidently ;n
you will not al QA sk
allow the unpleasant subject to Iin(t)vlz-:
g
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y longer than you can help, for

our memory an
g 1t to haunt

can be served by allowin
1 wish you to enjoy your sojourn here
but to do so 1t is necessary that you
o]l the awe-inspiring experiences
have recently passed. You will
te your deepest interest, and
your thoughts into pleasant channels; and

rest assured that you will
to regret having paid &
o the conditions

iny
no good end
you.
thoroughly ;
completely ignore
through which you
find much here 10 excl

direct
that being so, you Cai
never have any real cause
visit to Blestland, terrifying as Wer
ander which your voyage hither was made.”

« Blestland 27 Was echoed simultaneously by all

four.
« T never knew that there was & country so0 named

miserable earth of ours,
er dreamb that there
a name,”

its existence be-

' Mac exclaimed ;

on this

« and certainly nev was a single

division of the glob
« Very little indeed is known of

yond the confines of the place itself,” Wingford

replied ; “bub 1 think that when you have had an
thing of the social and

opportunity of learn

political life of the region, Yo will admit that it is

not at all inaptly named, You will find a vast
] system by which we

difference between the socia
ed here, and the very best of those with

e worthy of such

ing some

are govern

which you have been hitherto acqua.inted. You will

look in vain for class Of religious hatreds, abject
H
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B e oo o e v
. . : ch you have had such a
l‘ll:.:h Sxpexience is nowhere to be found. I do
w1sh'1t to be inferred that the state clf thin 'nOIt
fiescrlbe always existed here; for as a matter of gfS
:ft ‘Was. evolved out of a state of social miser ac{i
mjustice as deplorably bad in some respects :f -
to be found on Earth at the present day G};ads Eﬁl :
peacefully, and legitimately evolved, as .hist i ly’
u:}, a,ncli as it is pleasing to know.’ Had Oirty I:f:ezj
ze;j;‘;nsz,;;ﬁz C:ji ;\;ouli glle.: reformation have been
. A s stability could in no way be
nf:);l;i:ee;p?n; for 'although violent revoll;iion
b late:’:-:t Feuving gome forms of injustice,
i 1s sure to replace them with others
Jectionable, and which will i
aloud for removal, £
des;is.:ltzoooio'sely pres.sed for time at present to
s :ud 1‘;1 anyt‘hmg approaching detail the
e eneficial reforms that have been
N y the exercise of common-sense on
kvl !i I)E‘JOI')le -themselves, and without in-
s lig ke njustice on any human being ;
ssaflsk seema; e an early .opportunity of going Z,s
ey ff necessary into the whole matter
you, §
“An
discuss y:;;wul};zcg:e;: Bl 1 v
; must be sadly in need
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of alittle restand quiet, which T strongly recommend
you to indulge in forthwith.”

As he was preparing to take his departure, after
having named an hour at which we might all expect

to see him next, Mr. Penwith questioned him, and

for about the hundredth time, on some subject con-

nected with the movements of his nephew; and as

he did so in a sufficiently loud tone to enable every
said, it had the effect

one present to hear what was
f his pet scheme for

of reminding Mr. Kniggs o
testing young Penwith’s fidelity.

Briefly and rapidly he explained his proposition
to Wingford, but grounding 1t on this occasion on
his alleged desire to spring a pleasant surprise on
his friend’s nephew; and the absorbing interest
which the gentleman addressed displayed as the
plan became swiftly unfolded, was a matter of con-
siderable surprise both to Mac and myself. Nor
could we account for the warmth with which he
Penwith, and with a very flattering
s, to comply with the harmless
in deference to his

appealed to Mr.
measure of succes
wishes of hig friend ; but as,
request, we accompanied him t0 his office, we did
not remain long unenlightened on these points.

« Although, as I said a while ago, I know you
must be in need of rest,” he said, as 5000 as we got
beyond hearing distance of Mr. Penwith and his
friend, 1 could not resist the temptation to ask you
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o_ut‘ for a little private chat after hearine what |

Kniggs Las just been disclosine. YOE Wla .
doubt surprised to see how eagefly I wrestle?ire f'no
Mr. 'Penwith on behalf of Mr. Kniggs’ innombth
looking proposal ; but T assure you that I have il
excellent, reasons for being extremely anxious tmu‘St
the latter carry his point, especially if I %houlg S;e
5o fortunate as to succeed, as I think I silall be iz

having the suggested test applied in the presence of

. : .
y mother and sisters. On his arrival in Blestland

all alone several months back, I did everything that
o

lay in my power to comfort and assist Mr. Walter

Penwith ; i
; and among other things I secured him an

1‘nf.1'oduction to the members of my family. Almost
fror'n that unhappy hour the peace and contentment,
which I found in this, my new and better hlzlsll;
have been more or less soured and disturbed ; and,
all“tgrough the malignant agency of this very n;an !
housenlt:vee;ccazon. of 'his very first visit to our
WhiCh, 4 eard him give expression to the sorrow
e professed to feel on learning that there i
a tjatal absence of missionary activity in thi ? ]S
reg:on.; and could I have foreseen then whalz }{:31
reflection would sugoest to his cunning mind : l;
care would have been taken that his vi;it il s

5 Al

should not

: ; worry and
burning might have been avoided, As it was

next to umpossible to divine tLis, however, his coming
»
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and going were not interfered with until it became

too late to make my interference either effective or

desirable ; for before many days had elapsed he had

succeeded in winning the complete confidence of the
women-folk by confiding to them his intention of ab
once establishing a propaganda for the conversion of
the happy Blestlanders, and invoking their aid on
behalf of an undertaking which he managed to per-
suade them was instituted from purely religious and
philanthropic motives.

« Repeated and ostentatious efforts were purposely
made by him, and always in my mother’s presence,
to induce me to join the proposed band of agaressive

missionaries; and as I always flatly refused to have
anything to do with the matter, as he well knew I
should, T soon came to be viewed as distinctly un-

regenerate, and my influence in the household as

rapidly waned.
«That in doing all this he had an ulterior object

ad the slightest doubt; but what
the exact nature of it was I could only guess at
vaguely, antil one evening about a month back, when
I was gleefully informed by poor mater that he had
that day asked her permission to pay his addresses
to my sister Bessie, with a view to their speedy

in view I never h

union.”

Up to this point my interest in the foregoing
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narrative was of the mildly s 1eti
](;n li)earing the concluding i\';?;?z?t:}liesnlis: ﬁ:{:‘t; g
dign;:tas:e::;?me mstantly surcharged with ar?nic;-,
g bo;ne.nt that seemed to force all the
e Werz ty mto my face and ears. And these
g f:o produced without a most excellent
_— t,O Whmn:rmhmy earliest boyhood I loved the
iy Th:t Siere;lelire;if, to the confines of dis-
e self could not help bei
- dou(}))f; .t]:Leufs;tatetlo.f my feelings towards hef, I h:i
. Subje,ct c nothing definite could be known on
s an-}; one, for T was restrained by a
il t}i)lrll 91,1 and ba.shfulness from pleading
i ad attained to a m o
B ; which I-was employed as.a junior
Ppromotion for which I yearned had not been,

received at the (
i ate on whi :
disappeared on a visit to Blei&nilhe bl

] .,
an's position

“He lOSt .
ne time in avail;
e vail i
permission to woo so freely g himself of the

Wingford went on to say ;
]

hi
§ amorous advances met
reception,

granted him by mother,”

“but I am happy to say

s with a most unfavourable
R ead of accepting
Y fashion, however y

t?:;lsti.c course of appealin
ald him in ap attempt t,
or at any rate re

his repulse in a
he adopted the charac-
g_to maternal influence to
f) induce Bessie to reverse
-consider, her plain]y—express;eci
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and he was so far successful that the

decision ;
iled upon to withdraw her cold

poor girl was preva
refusal and allow the matter to stand over for
1 felt inclined to blame

maturer consideration.
when first I heard

her for this display of weakness
of it; but when I came to consider how intensely
devoted she is, as we all are, to her only surviving
parent, I fully realized the motives by which she
Mother's coercive action, too, ex-

was prompted.
ignation ab the outset ;

cited my resentment and ind
but when I heard of the pressure the fellow brought
to bear to compel her to act as she did, these also
He began by pointing out that his
Bessie would tend immensely to
date the mission, since it
he possibility of 2 marriage
her and a stiff-necked,

disappeared.
union with
strengthen and consoli
would put an end to t
being contracted between
unregenerate Blestlander; and he concluded by
more than hinting ab the strong probability of his
inquish bis missionary labours, owing

having to rel
to carry them on, ghould my

to a want of heart
sister persist in refusing to wed him.

« All these things clearly indicate that the only
is of rescuing my Poor unhappy Bessie
from an impending doom Worse far than death, lies

in my ability to discover some means of exhibiting

the Bishop, as I always call him, to his fellow-

hope there
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to m is mi
exteni t;lla{;oic;;;i: r;nght possibly be effected to an
BRI beiseas! ;)Jr my purpose, if the pleasant-
. theati de successfully carried out, and
e vy luse for the occasion be a drawing-
iy do;ouse. True, the good Bishop mf:y
oy mg-;.old ur.lcle with open arms, and
B o WhI-:E}SIItEn .unlmpaired; but judging by
o e 18 reported to have behaved
B i i st e T e ey
i . rival here, I have ever
o “Eoﬂ;beelivri 1.;hat hfa will do just the revers:c{
e I}:;rm;ent 18 one well worthy of being
s, ¢ W ‘ car.n rely on both of you to ai?l
kg uSgEd t: fair trial. The utmost precaution
B v t”Ik):"event an accidental meeting of
g the result; but as the Bishop Eoes

not return t 1
0 town until nearly nightfall, there is

p 1 ]gl]a-'ﬂce un

“ B
Yy the way, i
¥, 1t oceurs to me now for the second

time—I i

: befor;)igrz;a:ot:entmn it when it occurred to

e, e e nami::: of the lady to whom

N ng Penwith went on a visit thi
8 exactly like that of the autholfj

0s g
- Carrie;) i:}s which I am impatiently anxious
0 effect. Mrs. Plantagenct Kll_ﬁ to
. niggs,
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who is a widow with a young family of three, is
one of the very few immigrants of whom Blestland
She arrived here from Canada shortly
d on the most affectionate
;1 the Bishop’s advent. A

can boast.
after we landed, and live
terms with my folks unt
certain degree of estrangemen
the families then, however, owing to the widow’s
refusal to countenance the missio
and although anxious negotiations take
place from time to time, the breach seems no nearer
to being healed than ever. Nor for the life of me
can I see how they can hope to arrive at a satis-
standing on the subject upon which
bile the Bishop is willing
ded by either side,
t stoutly refuse,

t sprang up between

n on conscientious

grounds;

factory under
they are at variance; for w
to grant any concessions deman

my sisters refuse, and always mus
{ certain religious dogmas

to concede the soundness O
the embodiment of

which the widow regards as
oternal truth! Should it happily prove that Mr.
really related to the last-named lady, T
proceed to her place by
and as no

Kniggs is
would suggest that he
the first out-going train £0-mOITOW §
better means of keeping nephew and uncle apart
for the present could be devised, the latter should

be pressed to accompany his friend, and to delay his
return until he receives 2 summons from me.”
The speaker’s official quarters were reached by
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this time ; :

eXhaugteZ,azzdh;s his spare time was just about

My Knigg,-_c, = thzc aEfi I were anxious to question

Wingford, we took j‘; ject suggested by our friend

all speed L E: ]ﬂSt}' ]er'l\'e and returned with
1e hotel,

CHAPTER IX

VAINLY endeavouring to Tepress our excitement,
Mac and I rushed wildly and with but little
ceremony into the presence of Mr. Penwith and
his friend, who were enjoying the grateful resb
prescribed for them by Wingford ; and as we both
began to bombard Mr. Kniggs with inquiries
concerning his family affairs at the same instant,
and with much precipitation, Weé succeeded in
creating considerable astonishment at Very short
notice, as may easily be imagined.

« 1 have not, I regret to Sy, one single relative in
the land of the living,” M. Kniggs said sadly, a3
goon as we gave him a chance %0 make himself
heard. I never had 2 sister, and my last surviving
brother died in far-off Canada between six and seven
years ago- He left a widow and three little ones

well provided for; but soon after his death the
107
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widowed mother became possessed of an irresistible
desire to recross the seas to her native land. With
her children she set sail for the Old World in
due course ; but nothing was ever heard of the ship
again. She was swallowed up by the cruel sea,
and with her were lost the only relatives that
remained to me on earth”

“Few things are impossible, you know, Mr.
Kniggs,” Mac told him excitedly; “and those you
have mourned so long may bave escaped after all.
Pray what was your sister-in-law’s name ?”

“Her name was Susan,” Mr. Kniggs replied,
glancing at his questioner, as if he doubted his
sanity ; “Susan Smith was her full maiden name.”

“ My friend is too flurried to make himself easily
understood,” I gasped out nervously, quite under the
impression that I could make Mac’s meaning clear.
“What he meant to ask for was your brother’s
vame, What was it, please?”

“The same as my own, of course,” he answered,
eyeing me also rather suspiciously, “ He enjoyed
more than the average share of prosperity ; but still
he never became prond enough, just as I never
rose high enough nor descended sufficiently low, to

discard plain Kniggs, the name we both inherited.

Poor old Plant—his name was Plantagenet, but we

called him Plant for short—no man I ever knew

was less likely to be spoiled by success than he
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1 unaffected
o for his nature was a3 simple and
was,

: LE . . ve
% Any further remarks which he mlgh‘; :ab
i g d to make were here cub sudden.ly shor ’ y
. Hurrah! hurrah ! 'Tis she! *Tis

E LT §
frantic shouts of g e

she!” from Mac and myself; and c;l b
. itement did we work our-
te of excitement
naccountable sta i
ul that some time elapsed before we cg
o W t meant, and SO
] .. what our condu¢ ¢
rationally explain : iR
dispel the grave guspicions which our auditors a
18 =]

- to ha-illl e n

1 me 1 ] con j' t]' 01 |
Tl e W as no need |0 SUD(D'eSt bD LIl. :KIHD(C,S bhe

‘leS abl ]iY l] 5/ ng “e W oW & y V1s1t, or O

I b ]. Uf ayl B

hlﬂ hl n g t() }II‘. Peﬂ W 1Lh. thal he mi D‘ htl chCOmpany
f[ d I h 8 thlllg 1 ey d n u y
1= 1 Zing t}he pOSltnl n, was tO '[)I‘OP 8 tha» )‘

ithout a moment’s
for her abode w1 : . :
gyt p but when their wishes 1m this

4 to Wingford, he ex-
ly opposed to 2any such

his

unnecessary delay;

icate
respect were communicat

pressed himself as strong

- ck < 3
sioge kg available to them for to-day, he

; train : :
piis Only's timed to stop at 2 midway station,
“1

which the Bishop returns reaches
and this is evidently a very good
hy their departure must be
Tmpress upon them that

explained,
just as that by
the same place;
and sufficient yeason w

post.poned till to-morrow.
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it is absolutely necessary to prepare Mrs. Kniggs for
their entirely unexpected appearance on the scene;
and remind them that although I shall proceed to
break the news of their arrival to her as soon as
possible, nothing can be done in this respect yet
awbhile, for T have ascertained that she has just left
for the railway-station with my sisters and their
escort, and is not expected back for some hours, owing
to having certain business to transact after she sees
them off. The first of these reasons will be quite
sufficient to satisfy Mr. Kniggs; the sccond is in-
tended for advancement by way of explanation to
Mr. Penwith. When you have succeeded in allaying
their impetuosity, bring Mac along and we will go
and have afternoon tea with mother. As for our
other two friends, their arrival must, for obvious
reasons, be kept secret from her for the present,”

We anticipated the receipt of a warm welcome
from Mrs. Wingford; but the actual reception we
met with at her hands was touchingly tender and

affectionate, a fact which inspired me with the

highest hope of being able to ultimat
the Bishop,

my bride.

ely vanquish
and win her consent to make Bessie

There were so many matters in which we had a
common interest to be talked about, that our topics
of conversation were very far from being exhausted
when the time arrived for Wingford to proceed to
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the railway-station to meet his sisters on their
e .

turn ; and as 1t was imperatively necessary that

retu - : |

Mac a;]d 1 should at once proceed to assist Mr

K“ ggs mn t;lle tflsl{ daSalc(’Iled 111“:1 Of Leeplng a keen

¢atch over the movements of Mr. Penwith for a
We

: et of
short but rather critical period, the remainder

our news-budget had to be left untouched until some

future occasion. 3 ;
As the gentleman to be guarded exhibited n
o

er to take any walks abroad, he exacted

desire whatev s e
1 aw inc attention; anc

nothing approaching a Wearyms

=

had no difficulty in convincing Mr. Kniggs tl}at
. ed was for
ly safe course to be pursu
the only absolutely ' o
i -etire to rest as early
‘s friend and himself to re :
S Mac and I found ourselves at liberty to

p()ssiblel y while yet the night

take a ramble through the cit,

oung. . :
wai’\% haji not been many minutes engaged 1n

olling through the beautiful streets, when otu_-
e :rested by strains of sweetest music,
; anated from a very powerful ba.nd
and following the direction

attention was
which evidently em

aying in the open;
1_)1‘;3_'1&;& by the entrancing meledy, we present.ly
indic

ourse Vv n an lmnlense square w heI'
1 es 1 a el n
Olllld U

thousands of happy-looking peopl'e were congreé:::g;
We were s00n swallowed up in the gre.ab .S :r p

of merry promenaders, and had been enJoy;{th i

some little time the exquisite harmony by whic
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had been attracted to the spot, the delicate perfume
exhaled by shrub and flower, and the prismatic and
ever-changing beauty of the many-playing fountains,
when suddenly, as if in answer to my thoughts, we
came face to face with Bessie Wingford and her
sister Mary.

I was thrown too deeply into confusion by the
informal meeting to retain any but the most hazy
ideas of what transpired immediately after it took
place; but when, in the course of a ceremonious
introduction, the mame of Walter Penwith was
mentioned, I was instantly recalled to a normal
condition of alertness and self-possession.

To a casual and unprejudiced observer the man
to whom we were introduced would most certainly
appear more than ordinarily handsome ; but to my
critical, and, I fear, unmerciful gaze, he presented
a countenance forbidding in the extreme. The
moustache with which nature endeavoured to
partially conceal the feature, was too slight to hide
from me the cruel hardness of his mouth; there was
nothing to screen the heaviness and firmness of the
gquare lower jaw; and the thick bushy eyebrows,
‘although rather remarkable in themselves, could not
divert attention from the closely-set, piercing, jet-
black eyes with which he scanned us so fiercely and
parrowly. He was dressed in the sombre garb
supposed for some occult reason to be most befitting
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to one charged with the delivery of a message
described as instinct with joy and gladness; and he
spoke with a certain whining drawl that made me
feel very uncomfortable.

«It gives me very great pleasure indeed to
welcome you to Blestland,” he said, as we all strolled
off into a quiet, leafy avenue; “and the more so
as you have the privilege of being known to my
dearest friends. You will like the country immensely,
T assure you. Indeed it could not be otherwise, for
it is quite a delightful place. Its inhabitants, too,
are the simplest and most unaffected in manner, and
the least generally selfish by far, of any people I ever
met or heard of ; but their many virtues are infinitely

. more than counteracted by their possession of one

e ic Ll Y

great fault, I am sorry to say. Their fatal defect is

an utter want of that faith without which 1t is
© impossible to be saved; and it is the bounden duty

of every one who has a knowledge of soul-saving
truth to do everything that lies within his or her
power to awaken them to a conception of their grave
responsibility.' With the invaluable assistance of
dear Mrs. Wingford and the young ladies, I have
done all I could since my arrival to kindle within
their breasts the sacred light; but I regret to say
that hitherto my efforts have mot met with the
success for which T had hoped. Undismayed by my

temporary failure, however, I am determined to
I
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persevere ; and if prayerful energy and devotion to
duty can avail anything, ultimate success is assured.
The ladies will bear me out in what I say when I
tell you that what we stand most in need of is an
increase in our numerical strength—indeed we spent
the whole of this valuable day in an ineffectual
attempt to add to it—and if for no other reason
than that your presence Will help to remedy that
defect, I assure you that we hail your arrival with
infinite delight. I may tell you that our poor
offorts on behalf of the benighted are not by any
means viewed with approval by Mr. Wingford ; and
I do sincerely hope and trust that the attempt,
which he is sure to make, to poison your minds
against us will be quite as unsuccessful as 1t deserves
to be.”

«T must remind you that it is not quite fair to
accuse my brother of being capable of attempting
anything of the kind, Mr. Penwith,” Mary Wingford
said, and the tone in which she spoke had a ring of
indignation in it. “ His attitude towards the mission
has always been one of utter indifference ; but under
no. conceivable circumstance would he stoop to any-
thing petty or underhand, any more than you would
yourself.”

Ha.v-ing graciously accepted his humble and profuse
apologies, she next made an heroic effort to prevent

him from monopolizing all the conversation; but
2
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well meant as the action undoubtedly was, it proved
depressingly futile, for in answer toa question con-
cerning a young legal friend, I chanced to express
sorrow at his being unable to accompany us, and this
gave him a pretext which he seized with avidity.

«He would find his knowledge of law of but small
value to him here, so far as fighting the battle of
life is concerned,” he interjected, at the same time
favouring me with a ferocious leer. I speak from
experience, for I happen to belong to the same
honourable profession myself, and I know that from
o mere worldly point of view it would be better far
for me if I were a maker of boots.”

«The ranks of your profession are over-manned, I
presume 2 said Mac inquiringly ; “or is it that a
comparatively few offices have a virtual monopoly
of all the lucrative business ?”

« Neither of these exists in Blestland ; so that we
must look elsewhere for the cause of the deplorable
state of things of which I have spoken,” the Bishop
replied solemnly. © You will know where it is to be
found, when I inform you that in the ancient history
of this great nation there existed a period when a
majority of its people became smitten with an insane
desire to reform pretty nearly everything connected
with their political and social life ; and the very first
thing to which they turned their attention was the

system in vogue under which Acts of Parliament
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were constructed, a system very similar to that with
which you are best acquainted. A radical alteration
in law-making methods was the result, and one
which was fraught with much evil consequence to
the members of my honourable profession; for the
electors had the unheard-of effrontery to insist that
the work of their Parliaments should be performed
in such a way, that the necessity for frequent appeals
to the law courts to ascertain the probable meaning
of their various Acts would be reduced to a minimum,
It was therefore enacted that no Act of Parliament
can attain the force of law until the simplicity of its
construction and consequent clearness of its meaning
shall have been attested by a Revisory Council, con-
sisting of specially-trained and responsible experts;
and the first serious blow at the rights and privileges
of an ancient and learned profession was thereupon
struck.

«The unholy persecution was not permitted to
end here, however ; for we read that this arbitrary
interference with vested interests was immediately
followed by another monstrous outrage on decency
and justice—the legal profession was deprived of the
right, which it long enjoyed in common with others,
of recovering by process of law, from recalcitrant
or dishonest clients, its.just demands for services
rendered! The effect of these grossly tyrannical

« yeforms, as they were impudently called, was to
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reduce the number of civil actions to a most sur-
prising extent; and as crime is almost an unknown
ovil in the land, owing to a widespread prosperity
and contentment, your friend would be doomed to
a hitter disappointment did he come here under the
impression that he could profitably turn to account
his special knowledge.”

« have heard quite enough to convince me,” Mac
whispered, “that the place is mot by any means
misnamed.”

« Tt is nevertheless a matter for regret that you
were not accompanied by him on your visit to Blest-
land,” continued the Bishop, «for his presence here
would no doubt mean an additional helper for the
ladies and myself; but in what has been provi-
dentially given us, We have much to be thanlkful for.
A committee meeting 18 arranged for £0-mOorIToW
afternoon at three, to be held ab Mrs. Wingford's
house ; and if you gentlemen will kindly attend 1t,
T shall have much pleasure in disclosing to you fully
our plan of operations, and indicating the missionary
duties with which ab first you are t0 be entrusted.”

There was a gleam of malignant triumph in the
glances which he bestowed on Mac and myself, as
slowly and with much deliberation he gave utter-
ance to this last important sentence; bub although
I could plainly see thab he flattered himself on the
supposition of having placed us in a dilemma, I had
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no fear of being unable to prove to him that he was
mistaken.

« 1t seems to me that the interference of persons
possessed of no special qualifications with such work
as that in which you are engaged,” I said rather
loftily, “would really be productive of more harm
than good ; and as my friend and I are destitute, I
fem", of the qualifications to which I refer, our acti,ve
assistance would in all probability prove worse than
valueless, You may rely, however, on having our
moral support and keenest sympathy in your under-

taking ; for any pursuit in which our friends engage
could not fail to ! T

.“ Oh ! for mercy’s sake, not that, not that!” he
cried tremblingly, uplifting his hands as if to ward
off a blow. “Do not, I beseech you, have recourse
to unworthy subterfuge in order to evade the sacred
call of duty! Your refusal to take part in the work
of your Maker is bad enough in all conscience; do
not, I implore you, make matters worse by t.ryin,g to
i;zcea{;ll the real reason by which you are actuated !

u first 'of all frankly confess that you lack the
only qualification necessary to fit you for i
under our banner, which, as must be appars:r:: 1(1:;2
izlyi ;i!;? .co:z:ist? Ijuglply of a }Lumble belief in revealed

H .e next breath you tell us tha
;v;asa;;ely on having yonr moral support, whatevet
y mean, and your keenest sympathy! Now
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without stopping to enlarge on the palpable disin-
genuousness here displayed, I will pass on to the
deplorable condition of things revealed by your
acknowledged want of faith in the principles of the
religion in which you were fortunate enough to be
born and bred. There is some excuse for the exist-
ence of unbelief among those who, like our poor
Blestlanders, have been nurtured in spiritual dark-
ness; but to find it where it was least to be expected is
unspeakably shocking! Ob! gentlemen, gentlemen,
let me exhort you in all humility and in the true
spirit of brotherly love, to lose not a moment in
returning to the fold whence you strayed in an evil
nour and under evil influences. It is terrible even
i0 reflect on the awful danger t0 which you have
sxposed your immortal souls; but now that it has
been pointed out to you your duty is plain. Sig-
nalize your arrival in this fair region’ by a free and
full repentance, I entreat you; and do what you can
to atone for past backsliding by coming to us at once
with chastened hearts, and with a single desire to do
everything that lies in your power t0 forward the
good cause in which the ladies and I take so deep an
interest.”

Under other circumstances 1 could afford to laugh
at the fellow's impudent harangue, and would most
probably have treated the audacious onslaught with
withering contempt; but a glance sufficed to show



120 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

that he had made a deep impression on the gitl
and mort.a especially on Bessie, and that beinc% i
some action had to be promptly taken to co tD'SD‘J
the effect produced. L
tionIf;‘:::(Iiy 1Ilnus.t protest {f\.gaiust having a construc-
S pon my few simple remarks which they
. ot fairly be made to bear, Mr. Penwith,” I said
Zs?th a co?lness that surprised myself, « Who;l I spokt;
Whooul‘rwr I;ta:lrég des;;ltute of the qualifications which those
s Posse}::ol tl:la.bly. engage in such works as yours
R , I had 1n. my mind’s eye self-confidence
v s, magn’etlc elo.quence, and the like. 1
i ntcni; wish to imply that I considerec
indispensableo:d rines promulgated by the mission an
R jJunct; for I am but too well aware
e :ui of the kind. No one, I venture to
ol etter than' you, sir, that hypocrisy is
Y means a thing unknown among those
(=]

wh
0 profess to feel unbounded anxiety for the safety

O '; ~ en are

respected as pr i
hOlIJ.rh(:d their P'b:i?; ezzms;)s‘i:z?es g
i ;’:;et ;atu‘sfa(itlon of seeing the clouds dis-
B ,e girls’ brows, and the hate conveyed
iy {:st glances deepen, as my explanation
undoubtedl, u. the clear advantage which I had
Y gained was destined to be short-lived 7

C 1 Certa.l that B'Il Ienﬂ‘lth [I]lst;OOk
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your meaning,” Mary said, with a bright smile, “ and
I am sure we ought to be very thankful for your
sympathy and promise of indirect support to begin
with, It is not impossible that later on yon may 8ee
your way clear to lend us active assistance.”

« Tt is very difficult to say what time may produce,
Miss Mary,” I replied; “but certainly nothing can
be lost by waiting patiently to see, in this case.
The subject has been prematurely broached, and
perhaps it is as well, since it gives increased time in
which to fully consider it ; but of this T am perfectly
certain, that no good end can be served by making
any further reference to the matter until our next
visit to Blestland.”

For Bessie’s special benefit I was about to allude
with tender significance to the fact that, within an
hour after landing on its shores, I had made up my
mind to end my days in Blestland after the settle-
ment of my affairs in my native land, when on
glancing ab her pretty face I was surprised and
puzzled to find that the cloud of displeasure which
I had a moment before dispelled had reappeared ;
and at the same instant I was considerably startled
by a loud snort of well-feigned indignation from the
Bishop.

«] hope you are satisfied now, ladies,” he said,
with a deprecatory smile, “as to the exact amount
of esteem in which our poor little mission and its
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obje'cts are held by your professed friends. Yo
at liberty to act as you choose, of cours.e' buli ?re
my part I really cannot stand quietly by a.’nd listor
to undeserved sneers being ruthlessly hurled at whE::;
I holfi sacred. Under these circumstances you will
perm-lt me, I am sure, to wish you a ver,
evening.” e
.So saying, he bowed to them ceremoniously; and
without taking the slightest further notice of M’ac or
myself, he stalked off with a dignified air of righteous

indignation, which was evi
. 2 s evidently meant to ¢
silent but stern rebuke. i

CHAPTER X

TraT the Bishop had scored a point against us was
made painfully apparent to Mac and myself by the
attitude of cold displeasure which the ladies assumed
towards us after our enemy’s departure; but what
the nature of it could possibly be we were completely
at a loss to imagine. Time after time I passed under
mental review the particular remarks of which he
ceemed to complain; but nothing calculated to
offend him or any one else could be detected on the
closest examination. Truth to tell, T cared very little
indeed whether I offended the fellow or not; but as
the source of his real or assumed annoyance was
clearly identical with that which caused the girls t0
take umbrage, 1 was naturally anxious to be made
aware of what was responsible for the unpleasantness.

Questioning the sisters on the subject Was of no

avail ; indeed it made matters distinctly worse, for
123



124 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

they evidently harboured the opinion that my alleﬂed‘

ignorance was a mere pretence, and that my onl
object in asking for information was to tease a y
make fun of them. g
«T geemn doomed to be misunderstood on this m
ﬁrsf, day in Blestland,” T ultimately complaineg
;Flrsf; of .all I make some simple statement to Mr'
. ;;w-mh in respons.e to a certain suggestion, and
is promptly misconstrued in the most flagrant
11:131.11;?;1;0 as;xI 15}?eedily proved when I got an 0?)[)01‘-
e a£ ain; and almost before I had time to
il 'ay, a.notheli" equally harmless expression
Whifh :);i;ssmvested ;\ch some mysterious meaning
g eems to be cal i 1
certainly never was intende;ulitiiut\?ef weTOhfiinie, 1[?
:P(;z?ﬁsaﬁ in self-(‘iefenca, since I am not to belat:ld
o (:ng tharelu I.ha.ve offended, I have tried
f:w innoce:;gam to dlsco?er a construction for my
. le;'ema,rks which could possibly account
= thenerpl tsure they seem to have created; but
certainly said t;);tdllet.hlzori .
A inc}‘ilie; :llil :?bjsct upon which
R e, b p had been rather
B I, ut the. rebuke was such a
any one. I also venturzzn:zts;miiine e
could possibly be served by ri:k'at e
reference to the subject alluded atoml;gnt?ny i
il our next
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visit to Blestland ; but surely there was pothing in
that diffident expression of opinion which by any
stretch of imagination could be held to be offensive ?
1 really cannot help thinking that I have been, to
say the least, rather harshly dealt with.”

« What we complain of is that you did not say
frankly and openly that you had no intention what-
ever of ever joining the mission,” Bessie said coldly.
« Tt would be much more manly to do s0 than to talk
about deferring your decision until your next visit to
Blestland. Possibly you thought there was some-
thing humorous in adopting that style of refusal, and
if so, all I can say is, that your sense of humour has
very sadly deteriorated with the flight of time.”

« Yes, indeed it has,” her sister cried, eagerly con-

tinuing the attack; “and at the same time the

wicked boy seems to have developed an unbecoming
frivolity. There was & time when he would be
among the last to indulge In 2 sly little jeer at
people because their consciences urged them to
undertake a religious work, and they loyally and
cheerfully obeyed the mandate. Oh! you cruel,

cruel creature; you really ought to be very much

ashamed of yourself.”
«PBut, in the nawe of all that 18 curious, what for?”

I almost peevishly inquired. «Do you doubt my
sincerity when 1 speak of paying another visit to
Blestland 2 If so, you do me an injustice, I assure
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you; for I give you my word of honour that that is
my deliberate intention. As in duty bound, Mac and
I must return to work at the expiration of our leave
of absence, as I was about to explain when your
friend Mr. Penwith interrupted me in such an un-
accountable manner, previous to taking himself off in
high dudgeon ; but one of my first official acts after
having resumed my duties will be to give the
requisite notice to my employer of my intention to
relinquish the trust which he long since reposed in
me, and the moment I find myself free to do so, I
shall pack up my modest belongings and return to
Blestland to leave it nevermore.”

I directed what was intended to be a superlatively

eloquent glance towards Bessie at the conclusion of

these remarks; but, much to my surprise, she met it

a8 calmly and with as great a degree of unconcern
a8 if it emanated from Mac or any
acquaintance,

A short whispered conversation between the
sisters ensued, after which my friend and I under-
went an examination at the hands
girl.

“Have you said anythin
“about all this?”

other ordinary

of the younger

g to Bob,” she asked,

“Oh, yes,” I said briskly. “We tolq him it was
necessary that we should put in an appearance at
our offices by a certain date, and that we should haye
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to rely on his good offices to procure us the necessary
means of transit.”

« And what did he tell you in reply?” was her
next question.

“« That we need give ourselves no trouble whatever
in connection with the matter,” I answered; “as
he would personally see that everything ths?.t it
was possible to do towards gratifying our wishes
should be done.”

“The dear old chap is anxious to make our stay as
pleasant as possible,” Mac added, “and threatens to
take it as a personal affront if he finds th?t. we
worry about any temporal affairs whatever while we
remain.”

« Aud did mother say nothing from which you
might infer that grave difficulties will have fo be
overcome before your request can be granted ? she
then inquired. -

«No allusion was made to the subject in her
presence,” I replied, and a feeling akin to apprehen-
sion came upon me as I spoke. “The difficulties are
not so grave as to be insurmountabh.a I presume,
otherwise Bob would have at once apprised us of the
fact.” :

«Had he done so the confusion and misunder-
standing which have arisen this evening Would. have
been avoided,” the young lady said, a little pettishly;
«and for the life of me I cannot see what object he
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could have in withholding knowledge, which in the

nature of things cannot be long withheld, The
truth concerning your position should have heen

& :
ade known to you at once, as 1t was to us when
we arrived.”

. : :
Do you seriously wish me to understand that
the obstacles in the way

; of our returning home are
insuperable 2 ”

| ; I anxiously inquired ; “or are you
merely trying to have a little harmle

ss fun at our
expense ?”

.An Interrogative glance at Bessie sufficed to con-
vm(?e e 1n an instant that ne joking was
for in the limpid depths of her wondrous

was that which spoke more el
words,

intended ;
eyes there
oquently far than

£t
I was never more serious in my life than when I
assure you, as I do now, that it is Jjust as
for you to return whence you came as it

’f.o fly to yonder moon,” was h
Joinder,

impossible
is for me
Y er sister’s solemn re-
You‘r future home must pe in Blestland
y0§1 \5:111 it 50 or not ; hut remembering thf;
s principles to which you hoth were formerly,
© o doubt yet attached, I have no hesitat;
a.at all in Promising that you v gl
lmproved conditions of life
surrounded, much t, compe
“You must remember,

political

ill find in the greatly
by which you will be
nsate for the change.”

Mary, that it requires
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to compensate others,” her sister told her. “When
we were called upon to visit Blestland no tender ties
were swiftly severed ; so that we were in a position
to appreciate at once a change which removed us
from a world of widespread human misery to one
where such a thing is practically unknown. The
position of these gentlemen is most probably very
different.”

The tone in which these remarks were uttered,
and the apparent want of interest with which she
received my ready disclaimer, certainly seemed to
indicate her absolute indifference; but all this I
attributed to maiden coyness, and with the utmost
complacence looked forward to shortly proving such
to be the case.

A good deal of desultory conversation took place
in the sort of summer-house to which we now with-
drew from the unheeding throng; but the time to
see the ladies home arrived at last, and with Mary
and Mac leading the way a somewhat reluctant
start was made.

As a feeling suspiciously like nervousness took
possession of me, and Bessie displayed no disposition
whatever to talk, an uncomfortable silence fell upon
us during the first few minutes after being left
together. Embarrassing as this undoubtedly was,
however, it flattered my vanity immensely, for I

promptly attributed my companion’s silence to the
K
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same cause that rendered me mute; but when
presently she threw off her reserve, and with perfect
coolness and self-possession began to ply me with
questions concerning former friends and old school-
fellows, I began to think her confusion was rather
more apparent than real.

Whenever the slightest opportunity to do so
presented itself, I dropped certain pretty plain hints
as to the state of my feelings towards her; but it
availed not in the least, for she showed no signs
whatever of understanding what I meant, beyond
promptly changing the subject on each occasion with
great dexterity,

Goaded at length to the verge of desperation,
and in mortal fear lest the opportunity to speak
should pass from out my grasp, I suddenly brought
her to a stand-still, and with a burning eloquence
that quite surprised myself, told her almost fiercely
the old, old story, in the old conventional way.

The little hand T held trembled slightly
listened, and a few tears were hastily "
but in the clear, steady voice in wh
there were no signs of emotion,

“I feel more dee
tell” she said,
one whom I

as she
brushed away ;
ich she replied

Ply honoured than T can ever
“at receiving such an offer from
. . 8o highly respect ; but it is quite
impossible that we can ever be more to each other
than we have always been—more like brother and
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sister than ordinary friends. You will show your
respect for this assurance, I am sure, by never again
alluding to the subject on which you have just
spoken ; and now we will hurry on, please, or Mary
will begin to think that some accident has happened
to us.”

So that, after all, I had been all the time living
in a fool’s paradise !

It was a fearful blow; for to the bitter disap-
pointment resulting from a wholly unexpected but
decisive repulse, were superadded the feelings
naturally arising from a deeply-wounded vanity.

Silence again reigned, but it was of the dismal,
gloomy description; and it was fast becoming quite
insupportable when the figure of Wingford came
suddenly into view. He was strolling leisurely
towards us, and with him was a gentleman of about
his own age, at sight of whom the whole demeanour
of the girl by my side instantly changed. Thus
was the true cause of her objection to marrying the
Bishop revealed—I had been vain enough to attri-
bute it to cherished memories of myself—and it
was the same, of course, that operated against me
and for ever blighted my existence.

“ Here comes that lazy brother of mine to meet
us,” she said, with a smile betokening relief. “The
gentleman with him is a Mr. Zeen, and a very valued
friend of his. He is a young Blestlander, and a
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fine specimen of physi
physical manhood. Don’
think so?” T
“Even an impartial observer like myself could

not do otherwise than acknowledge that,” I replied

with bitter significance. “ I dare swear he is

responsible for i i
P many a maiden’s weary sigh, and

&{1 ) S Cho. eSS 1n a kn()“‘ledge

: “Oh! you are really too severe,” she continued.

I fear you have developed an unfavourable opinion
of my suffering sex since last we met.”

The mockery of an introduction to the man who
had robbed me, even though unconsciously, of the
woman whom I loved more devotedly than, before
now that she seemed unattainable, havine been 0119:
throufgh, Wingford proceeded to rally i:’me ongm
moodiness ; and Bessie at once constituted herseI);‘
my apologist,
hith:zlL ew;]l n(;tll’?e 80 unreasonable as to expect
o eerlu )’ she tf)ld her brother, “ when I
. c;ndy ; few z.muutes have elapsed since
= bet}l % ;11 :ure ;m with the fact that Blestland
have neglected, by t}(::l fva_;’dmy S
oF Isu;;g:i):se;y reﬁ'aiued. from saying anything on

' » because T wished them to see T’ttl
f}f the:ll' new home and the people by wh e 'e
inhabited before telling them that the;’ h‘:dosneleritthls
e
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last of the planet Earth,” Bob said gravely. “No
harm has been done in revealing the truth pre-
maturely, however, for they are both far too philo-
sophic to fret over the inevitable. They have already
had my assurance that they will never have cause to
regret their visit ; but I now wish to repeat it with
emphasis. At first it will probably seem rather
hard to be torn suddenly away from lifelong friends
and old associations; but a recompense will soon be
found in the formation of fresh ties, and in the
forging of friendships far more true and enduring
than any to be found upon Earth. Best of all, they
will find, as I have previously hinted to them, in
the social and political life to which they are about
to be introduced, something very closely approaching
the ideal which I know they once possessed, and
which I am sure they cherish still ; so that, all these
things considered, there is no reason whatever why
they should not contemplate the future with the
ubtmost serenity.” ;

Mac having vigorously protested that he would
not have the new order of things changed for worlds,
and I having contributed an ungracious growl for
Bessie’s particular benefit, to the effect that I had
not sufficient interest in life to make me care a
rap where my lot was cast, the party repaired in
a body to Mus. Wingford’s drawing-room, where I
was doomed to spend a couple of hours in such
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misery as I hope I shall never again b

e called upon
to endure,

I'had barely entered the apartment when T received
& Summons to attend my hostess; and by her side I
bad to remain during the rest of the evening, listen-
ing to garrulous reminiscences that did not interest
me, and answering the innumerable questions with
which she plied me unmercifully,

Having to Pay some semblance of respectful
attention to what T am afraid T secretly
vapid twaddle, was diffcult enough to
Particular frame of mind in
but what made it infinitely
having to sit quietly by and
love-making that wag being
girl T adored and the
Was responsible for mak;

For a long time I had
something would oceyr

regarded as
one in the
which T was just then;
more difficult still, was
Wwitness the undisguised
carried on between the
Blestlandic interloper who
ng my life a blank,

been devoutly wishing that
to interrupt the incessant

might get an OPportunity to ask permission to retire :
but nothing did, noy did it seem likely that anything
me, when Wingford provi-

dentially entered with, a missive for hig mother, and

the relief T longed for arrived at last,

During the Progress of leave-taking whicl, immedi-
ately followed, i, transpired that the welcome message

received by Mys, Wingford was from the Bighop, and
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that it announced his inability to .a.t,.tend a gro_}ectzi
meeting of the members of t?le 1'[113.S1011 set own[ltI
the following day, owing to his having been 1ir:gt; hi
summoned to a locality named, and from w‘ulc; b
could not hope to return for a couple of days; h:d ;
all this I listened with perfect unconcern, for "
not learnt enough that evening to cause a Eomp&en ;
change in my mental attitude towards t e S::Ein.
8o complete was it, iudeed,. that v.vhen,l(;n : rreg
Mac and myself off the premises, Wingfor :e ; o
regretfully to the fact that a postponemlznhove i
m:.eting between uncle and nephew wo; wi:h -
take place for a day or two;ln:gasylml}]):; fbe i
ter became so pronounce . :
ii‘ﬁculty in refraining from gilxlrmgth\;el:::;zgzzsz;oz
1 cating generally .
;‘;)nc:t;:. l;it.iipﬁ whifh gbut, a few hours previously I

had expressed unqualified approval,



CHAPTER XTI

THE first

rapidly drawing to a close when M
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And so we went through the beautifully-lighted
but almost silent streets, each so absorbed with his
own thoughts that not a word was interchanged
between us until our destination was well-nigh
reached.

Then Mac threw off his abstraction, and suddenly
developed signs of an anxiety to become very
communicative.

«T never spent a pleasanter evening in my life,”
he began, “and I was glad to see that you enjoyed

% yourself too, in a quiet way. It evidently afforded
3 the dear old lady unspeakable pleasure to chat with
ki you about old times and absent friends, for I do not
‘ remember ever seeing her in such an animated mood
l[’ before. That young Blestlander is a fine young
£, fellow. I like him very much, and so will you when

 you come to know something of him, I feel sure.

£ 1 wish I could sing as he can. With his fine voice,
good looks, and good breeding, one cannot wonder
that he is such a favourite with the ladies. And
this reminds me of the Wingford girls. Who would
have thought that the gawky, freckled school-girl
of half-a-dozen years ago could ever have developed
into the magnificent specimen of womanhood that

Miss Mary Wingford is to-day ? Nothing but ocular
e convinced me that such a

uld possibly take place.
y has she changed. She

proof could ever hav
physical metamorphosis co
And not in appearance onl
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ba,fs altered for the better in every
voice whose harshness was erstyw
especially when used in the practice of singi

less-ons, has mellowed so wonderfully that its c&dgmgh
thrill one with ecstasy, and altogether herl r -
seems to inspire one with restfulness and conieistefce

“Oho ! my gallam 2
celibate - :
B T, i 567 lbate ; so that is how the

interested.

respect. The

hile so irritating
)

= I askf.ed, at once becoming deeply
ary Wingford is evidently not the

only one in whom a visit to Blestland has w
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hopeh;“] : uf‘s. 10p wm.xld probably say. Yes, I fell
vy i ]f;nrl:tlxev:?,bly in love with Mary Wingford
el Ive .mmutes after we met this evening,
Sy - Wibllll t 18 that life has suddenly becor:e
P g a ch.arm i_’or me that it never had
g as my.mtentmn at first to say nothin
0 you about it for a few days at least ; but of

ing myself proof
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reflecting that we always shared each other’s secrets
loyally, I promptly changed my mind and determined
to tell you all.”

Here was an unconscious “ heaping of coals of fire
on my devoted head” with a vengeance; and so
thoroughly ashamed of myself did it make me, that
I decided to confide to him forthwith the secret of
my life, as being the only reparation which it was
in my power to make, for having acted towards him
as I had.

«Qf your loyalty in always confiding your joys
and sorrows to me, I have not the slightest doubt,”
I told him, and my cheeks tingled as I spoke; © but
I am ashamed to say that I have been mean enough
not to be equally frank with you. My conscience
acquits me of having offended against the canons
of true mateship more than once; but I freely con-
fess that to have offended at all was unpardonable.

What I would have told you years ago, if a peculiar

species of what I am beginning to think was false

pride had not kept me silent, is this—I fell in love
with Bessie when yet we were little more than
children; and it proved to be mo boyish fancy on
my part, for my affection grew stronger and deeper
s rolled on, until ultimately it absorbed
Restrained by the same influence
ding in you, I went on

as the year
my very soul.

that kept me from confi
loving her in secret, and when at last I found myself



140 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

in a position which I considered justified me in
speaking to her of my passion, she was torn beyond
my reach before I had an opportunity of uttering a
word. The heart-breaking parting I looked on, of
course, as a final one; and ever since it took place,
until to-day, the thought of speaking of what might
have been has been unbearable.”

By this time we had reached the hotel, and were
lounging comfortably in the smoking-room; and
Magc, whose eyes had been dancing with delight as
he listened, jumped to his feet at this point, and
taking both my hands in his, wrung them with
vigorous warmth.

“Poor old chap,” he said; “I can imagine what
you must have suffered. But now you can afford to
blot out the memory of it for ever, for all will soon
be well. Lose no precious time in coming to an
understanding with the girl, and then go boldly to
her mother and tell her that you aspire to her
danghter's hand. That will effectually settle the
Bishop's pretensions, relieve Bessie of a prospect
which she views with disfavour, and assure the unity
of two fond hearts which never should be parted.”

“T determined this morning to ask her to be my
wife at the very first opportunity,” I replied, smiling
at his unwonted and enthusiastic gush, “and that I
have already found. I proposed to her this evening
when escorting her home, and was rewarded with
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a polite but very firm refusal. She thanked me in
the set terms which the novelist usually puts in
his heroine’s mouth for such unfavourable occasions;
told me she could never be more to me than a
sister; and concluded by expressing a hope that I
would mever revert to the subject again. Of this I
would take but very little notice, if I thought there
was the smallest prospect of inducing her to alter
her decision ; but I am quite convinced that there
is none whatever. Her heart is bestowed else-
where.”

« Tndeed 2”7 he remarked aravely. “She made
no secret, then, of her reason for rejecting you?”

«She offered no explanation, nor did I ask for
any,” I said ; «but the true one became €asy enough
to find the moment that that young Blestlander

appeared upon the scene.’ :
«Why, hang it all, you do not suspect her of be{ng
in love with young Zeen surely, do you ?” he cried
itedly.
ex?‘lgal? 3:10, I do not suspect her of being,” I a.IT-
swered. “lam quite positive she is, and that he 1-5
with her. So would you be convinced of the fact, if
you had had eyes or ears all the evening for anybody
but her sister. Their love-making was more pal-
pable by far than that carried on between you andf
your divinity, and I had to suffer the torture 0
witnessing it for hours!”
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Instead of all this eliciting his sympathy, as I
expected it would, it had just the opposite effect ;
for on hearing it he threw himself on an a.djacent".
couch and actually shrieked with mocking laughter.

Indignantly flinging my half-finished cigar from
me, I was about to withdraw in disgust, when he
divined my intention and arrested my progress.

. “By Jove! old fellow,” he remarked, still laugh-
ing, ".if it be,as I have heard said, that depth of
a.ﬁ'ectmn. may be gauged by violence of jealousy,
you are indeed in a very bad way. You have been
needlessly torturing yourself all the evening, I am
happy to tell you; for Bessie and he are no more to
one another than are he and Mary, He is shortly
to be married to a great friend of theirs, and has
been a true and valued friend of the family ever

since their arrival; but beyond that there is nothing

between them that need cause you the least
uneasiness.”

'Had I been a prisoner condemned to Siberian
exile I could not have received the announcement of
my free pairdon with a higher degree of delight than
I heard this; and the bearer

of the news I regarded
for the moment as I might i

v . regard one who had
me from being the victim of some terrible

calamity. My case was still bad enough, but still

far from being as ho
peless as I h
believe it was, ad led myself to
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« Nothing is more apt to land one in unpleasant
places than jumping hastily to conclusions,” Mac
went on to say. “You promptly attributed the
reception you met with at Bessie’s hands to a certain
cause, whereas the real explanation of it doubtless is
that she considers herself bound in honour to the
Bishop, through some promise, expressed or implied,
given to her mother under parental pressure. Show
your disregard of her injunction about not reverting
to the subject again by renewing the attack at the
earliest possible moment—being a woman she will
think all the more of you for doing so—and if my
deduction proves to be the correct one, asI am sure
it will, you have no cause at all to despair.”

T entered the apartment in which this discussion
took place as thoroughly dejected as it is possible for
a human being to become ; and when at length |
left it to retire for the night, I was as full of hope
and eager anticipation as if in the meantime I “had
received an encouraging message from the girl T
loved so well.

The first duty of importance that had to be
attended to on the following morning was that of
seeing Mr. Kniggs and his friend off on their journey
towards the widow’s abode; and this having been
satisfactorily performed, we were taken in charge by
Wingford and young Zeen and driven through the
city for sight-seeing purposes.
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The latter, who must have marvelled at the con-
trast between the coldness of my attitude towards
him on the previous evening and the effusive cordi-
ality of my manner towards him a few hours later,
we found to be an exceptionally pleasant companion,
and an exceedingly well-informed man,

It soon became evident that he took g deep
interest in the social and political affairs of Earth,
for he questioned ug closely on the subject whenever
our attention was not being directed towards some
object of passing interest,

“Has any advance been made towards the eman-
Cipation of the masses,” he inquired, “since my
friend Wingford left your unhappy native planet ?”

“The condition of things grows worse instead of
better as time goes on,” Mac replied bitterly. “The

Power of money becomes greater, the rich become
richer and the Poor poorer

What the end of it all will b

“And still those who d
who by combining could e
remedy such deplorable
remaining disupited 1 ”
claimed, «p i perfe
could be foupg anywhe

“I have explained t
dressing me, « hoy grea
which exists between t

as the Years go by ; and
e no living soul can tell.”
0 the world’s work, and
ffectually and Iegitimately
state of things, persist in
the young Blestlander ex-
ctly incredible that people
re to act go insanely,”

0 him,” Wingford said, ad-
t the politica] antagonism is
he genteel worker on the one
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hand, and the rougher and humbler toiler c?n tT:he
other. He knows that in any struggle for jus 1Ee
that might take place the former could .a,lwa);‘sthz
depended upon to range himsel? on the m}(lleto st
common enemy, the monopohst,.a.nd tha tlal b
among the other section anythlng” approaching
unanimity is most difficult t.o secure.” e

“ And this last especially is w'hat I qmteI ;1 ¥
understand,” Zeen remarked, with a puzz e.]t 51.10é
“It is inconceivable that people coulfl be g(l]ll ytt
such folly as to allow mere self-seeking a[; 191;6&1{
jealousies to stand in the way for any gre.a rtznt
of time, when the object aimed a‘r:’ was importa
reform vitally affecting themselves. i

“QOh, but. I must remind you that ylo’L} ;{ac e
looking the most powerful fa.ctor. of a% 154 ﬁueme
him. “You must not forget the dlstl}rbljl’lg in
wielded by the Baytrees and Mandarins.

ins ?” lest-
“ Baytrees and Mandarins ?” the young B

T E("‘d d. I ae T a hO e .
&nl_le repeate ve Ie Hl (]f i m ll i(lle

Vhat are they, pray ?” .
¥ h} qéver could bring myself to speak tfo lc;nn.:lf

« n (=} s i
the wretched factions for very shame,” Wingfor,

inquiring looks. “Now that you have
in answer to Inquiring

0 ]. e 8 J C N 3

I]lellhl ned tll lb e t }IIOEE‘EE'BI ou ma as we
o ]

f[o].‘[l “‘}ll(l]l we ]:la;ve S]}l m m 1115 EStllﬂathB b“tl

i see more clearly the
it will also enable him to see ;
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difficulties in the way of reform to be met with even
in the most enlightened and
the earth,”

“He never could have other t},
conception of them w

progressive nations of

an a very imperfect
' hile unacquainted with the
ex1sfience of the Baytrees and Mandarins,” Maec
continued. ““You ask what these are, Mr. Zeen?
Well, they are the names .
which have been called j
which I understand is qu

given to two great factions
flto existence by something
lte unknown in Blestland—
namely, religious discord. Both sections profess to
follow the same Teacher, hut they differ in certain
details as to the exact meaning of what He taught,

You can ing i i
doubtless see nothing in this calculated to

give rise to bitter, undying animosity, but with the
peol?le I speak of it is entirely different, The
Partisans of each faction firmly believe that. those
of the other will suffer transcendental and unending
torture in an after life as a just punishment fo?'

holdi igi i i
ng religious views which their consciences

compfal them to hold; but not satisfied with this
soothing reflection, they look up
dut.}t to persecute each other to
I;a.ssmg out of their mundane
h i
= :r :;;21 want ;::f harmony, the bickerings and the
10gs which this state of th;
2 - : Ings produces, I
:’f lia'a.ve you to Imagine; but it is in the domain
politics that its most far-reaching and enduring
o

on it as a sacred
the utmost before
state of existence.
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public mischief is wrought. Here it is that the
unholy hate which they bear towards each other is
taken advantage of by their ‘common enemy the
monopolist,” if I may use an expression which was
used just now by our friend Wingford ; and so art-
fully and effectively are their prejudices played upon,
that their potency for good is almost invariably
destroyed, and they become unconscious instruments
in the hands of those whose interest it is to per-
petuate a system which sanctions the exploitation of
the many for the benefit of the few.”

“All this places the matter in a very different
light to that through which I have been accustomed
to view it,” Zeen remarked. “The astonishing
fanaticism, of which I hear now for the first time,
fully accounts for the deplorable want of unity
among the masses of which I have been long aware,
but have never been able to understand until now.
What an exceedingly great pity it is that a baleful
influence of any kind should operate to keep men
apart when united action is so much to be desired,
as it is in a constitutional fight for justice and liberty,
and that a practical unanimity can almost always be
secured when a suicidal industrial war is insanely
proposed as a protest against the aggressive inroads
of monopoly.”

“A very great pity indeed,” Wingford assented;
“but so it is precisely with our unhappy kinsmen.



148 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

You can see now how much every Blestlander has
to be thankful for; since it seems probable that if
the authors of the Great Reform had such a state of
things as that described by my friend Mac to contend
against, the misery and injustice which they swept
away for ever would have remained to curse the land
to the present day. Indeed, when the length of
time which it took to effect thejr object is taken into
consideration, although they had only the gigantic
power of money and the class hatreds which foolishly
existed here also in those benighted times to over-
come, it seems absolutely certain that such would
have been the case.”

“I am not aware of the nature of the reform
which they succeeded in effecting,” Mac said ;. bk
of this I feel quite certain, that if it was such as to
deserve the name of Great, they never would h
accomplished it had they had the Baytrees and Manda-
ring, or their equivalent, arrayed against them. I have
long been of opinion, and am still, th
citadel of Monopoly will remain per
nable 5o long as the flower of Earth’s
riven by sectarian hate ; and despairi
their ever becoming otherwise, I long
all hope of the emancipation of the unhappy masses
ever being reduced to an accomplished fact.”

“The outlook is no doubt very far fro
promising one,”

ave

at the earthly
fectly impreg-
people remain
ng as I do of
since gave up

m being a
the young Blestlander assented
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sympathetically; “but I do not think the c'al.‘s‘e is
quite so desperate as to be utterly. hopeless. Time,
as we know, works wonders, and it may .eventually
obliterate the pernicious influence of 'Whlch yf)u 50
justly complain. There was a period in 'the hlstoryff‘
of Blestland, far away back in the dim agu?s.o
antiquity no doubt, when the prospect of obta.‘lm'ng
redress for the wrongs under which the great majority
of the people groaned seemed so remote as to be-
entirely beyond reach; but courage and peTSSvAS
ance overcame all obstacles, and justice and right
triumphed in the end. The difﬁcultlz?s to be c]fn-
tended against were not quite so formidable as t ei'iy
would seem to be on Earth, it is true; but atter al,
it is only a question of degree, and the same resu:
may yet be attained there. Except .that they Werf
never rent by any such fanatical fact{ons as those'u
which I have just heard, the condition of the in-
habitants of this planet before the Great Reform was
very similar to that of the people it Earth a.it;. t:e
present time. The same impoverishment o e
million for the enrichment of the few was to be
found on all sides, as it always must be whemﬂfea' tfu%re
18 mo limitation to the enormous pou’rffr Jor evil z:::kzc:
capital can wield ; and for centuries 1t was s.ubmlt‘te
to with a lamb-like simplicity. Long-continued 11}111-
munity at last produced its natural resuls, and trz
groans of the weak began to be heard, and murmu
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at 1 y
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:ﬁ tobthe manner in which they were couductee;{ ;ri};
€ barrenness of their results, and these in turn
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Y attend on bloody revolutions, Revolt aft
;e?rvolt 10w marked a long period in the plane:sr
dlsiory ; but .although the efforts of the rebels to
ostroy established forms of government were o
zmr:ally crowned with success, it was always at ct‘;na;
v(i):tor:f a:papa:?gl' human suffering, for which the
g : l;a never gained any corresponding
ge. e contrary, each succeeding insur-

ly served to iti

Tmha.ppy masses in g dist?iifythe o
1t was before ;

almost, every gh
ever received

tyranny from g
more than coy

rection mere

.= worse position than
Y Wwere gradually shorn of

red of liberty, ang any relief they
from the pressure of mouopolisti‘c
1y particular quarter was sure to be
ntef'balanced by a violent attack from
rection. . The stern logsong of experi-
a:t ]a],t last, and the people began to see
= opelessi to expect any real redress
g zirncy of vmlem.ae and lawlessness as it
i Succour to industrig] disturbances ;
18 stage wag reached, they appear tc:
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have realized for the first time that their only hope
lay in the rational exercise of the political privileges
still at their command, and which had been won for
them, to little purpose hitherto, ages before by their
forefathers. Then arose a small but true and earnest
band of patriots to lead the people on to victory, and
the bloodless battle, of which the Great Reform was
the outcome, was forthwith commenced. As I have
already said, the difficulty they experienced in
securing united action among those for whom they
fought was not so formidable as men engaged on
a similar mission would evidently experience upon
Earth ; but nevertheless their task was by no means
an easy one, nor was it accomplished without their
having to submit to a great deal of disheartening
delay and disappointment, much misrepresentation,
and even violent persecution. Every step made
forward, however small, was fiercely resented by
those whose interest it was to conserve the then
existing class-made laws; and as this meant that the
reformers had to wage a continual war against the
enormous traitor-making power of money, assisted
for a long time by a stubborn phalanx composed of
a section of the workers whose unreasoning sympathy
the defenders of monopoly freely received, the pro-
gress made by the good work was necessarily very
slow. High courage, determination, and a patriotic
devotion to public duty prevailed in the end, how-
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ever, and one fine morning in lovely spring, when al]
natl-n'e was decked in her fairest ang f;’shest 1;?1
glorious sun rose to gladden a Blestland from w,hi ;
pa.I‘npered Monopoly was banished for ever, and(':
which the rights of all, whether rich or poor, Jwer iu
be thf':nceforth guarded with a Jealousy und):incr ”e ;
I.t 18 doubtless unnecessary to say that Macc; and
I hsftened to all this with very much more th:n
fleeting interest, or that at its conclusion we ve
faagerly and simultaneously begged for more detai /
information, 4 et
. Before he had time o enter i
ticulars, however, an urgent, and
tive summons, calling ’
arrived, so that the bu
succeeded in arousing
a time at least,

nto any further par-
evidently authorita-
Wingford and himself away,
rning curiosity which he had
had to remain unsatisfied for

|
|

CHAPTER XII

For a considerable time after the hurried depart-

‘ure of Wingford and his friend on what was a

mysterious mission, so far as a want of knowledge of
its object on the part of Mac and myself was con-
cerned, our attention was devoted to wondering
what could possibly be the nature of the reform
that produced results such as those mentioned by

~ the young Blestlander; but as time wore on and

no signs of their return presented themselves, their
continued absence called forth some comment from
my companion, and at the same time awakened my
always easily-aroused apprehensiveness.

«T shall not be in the least surprised to hear that
we are the real cause of their being called away so
urgently,” I told Mac ruefully. * The authorities -
have been made aware of our arrival, of course; and

as they fear that our presence would add an element
153
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of strength to the Bishop’s prosely
which, according to Wingford, they view with secret
but undoubted disfavour, they have decided afte-
ma.ture consideration to refuse us a refuge, .
arr.lved at this determination they at ogce send for
Wingford as our friend, and Zeen as the ublic
officer whose province it is to see that the :

, e ir decision
Is carried into effect;

t1zing  crusade,

Having

and as the receipt of the
I:gall)lda.te occasioned the deepest distress to poor old
ob, Zeen and he at once joined forces for the pur-

pose of procuring all the available influence at their

cg]fnma.nd, Witl‘l the object of having the obnoxious
edict recalled if possible, We must wait for
at our old friend’s face, which I could alway

g"] 1t were an open book, before we learn
€y were successful or not: but indo:
: ut judging by tl
length of their absence ’ e

1t seems most pr
. probable that
they found the ministers inexorable,”

Contrary altogether to his ugua] custom under
such circumstances, Mac ad |
of the situation
demur ;

a glance
s read as
whether

, opted this gloomy view
without the slightest, hesitation or
i a..t'ld the consequence wag that both w
on In a state of menta] wretchedness wh
was very far from being enviable,

“What makes the ideg o
for me than it otherwise
that I shall have o Tesign
fate after all,” T went, on t

ere
ich

t banishment more bitter
would he, is the thought
Poor Bessie to her crucl

0 complain, «Tt ig simply
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maddening to think that the coast will be made
perfectly clear for the designing Bishop in such a
fashion.”

We had dolefully fixed upon some solitary island
as the most probable place to which we should be
deported ; hazarded the conjecture that we might
possibly be placed within reach of the means of
subsistence; and had dismally decided that there
was no likelihood whatever of our being allowed to
take wives unto ourselves, when Wingford and Zeen
re-entered the apartment. The faces of both pro-
bably wore a somewhat grave expression ; but to my
distorted imagination they appeared intensely solemn,
So eager was I to display my perspicacity that I
barely gave Bob time to apologize for their protracted
absence before announcing that I clearly divined the
nature of the business that detained them.

«You were sent for to receive orders for our
banishment because the authorities fear that we
might be induced to join the Bishop in his mission
work,” T asserted with confidence, “and you have
been unsuccessfully doing all you could to geb them
to alter their decision. Well, we have no alternative
but to bow to it, I suppose; but we could do that

much more cheerfully if the indirect cause of our
trouble were similarly treated. Why not banish the

Bishop too?” : .
The looks of astonishment with which they listened
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to the first part of this impetuous outburst gave way
to amused smiles at its conclusion; and then it
dawned upon me that I had again made a stupid
blunder, and I felt very sheepish in consequence.
“My dear fellow, you have been worrying yourself
about something that has no foundation whatever in
fact,” Wingford said brightly. *Blestland is not S0
inhospitable as you have done her the injustice to
imagine, T assure you. Indeed, instead of receiving

instructions to banish any one, the exact opposite

18 the case. Several other visitors have just

arrived from Earth, and we were sent for to be
charged with their fitting reception. What lends
additional interest to the occurrence is that all the

WO
of them indeed are none other than Sir David
Muntch and millionaire Cringe, the late employers
of Mac, yourself, and myself,”

new arrivals hail from our own native place. T

Partly owing to the fact that we were too highly
elated at hearing that we were not to be cast forth,
and partly to the fact that recent experience had
rendered us almost proof against, astonishment, Mac
and I were by no means so wonder-
intelligence as its bearer evidently th
be; and we found no difficulty in lig
the whole of what he had to tell,

“In addition to these,

stricken by this
ought we should
tening calmly to

" he went on to say, “

there
are Craftson the great city landlord; Old Benp

y the
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usurious money-lender ; Bulgee the rich reta.ilel:;
and one other who seems singularly out of' place 13
such company—little Fussi, the .cordwa}ner fan
political agitator. On receipt of mstructm.ns rc:ir:
head-quarters, we gave the necessary orders mlm::jmn
ately to have their wants atfjended to, En; i
proceeded to the quay to interview them; bu “that
1 saw who they were, it occurred to me at ouceh
to be confronted suddenly with one whom tl}ei( :iw;e
long regarded as dead would- only serve tlo inten ti
the nervous condition in which most of them are,
an extent that might prove dangerous .to the rfeas.():l1
of some of their number. Now a glimpse o tyo
and Mac would have no such effect—on th(; co:::D r.ar(yr
it could not fail to reassure themll—-and t aj i;ln;_
so, we are here to crave your assistance. nos 4
reason why I should 1ikcle you to ai(;cgzgazireuthe
18 ; arty is a fairly represen ;
;’]};:t).r;‘hzf iveiy member of it is well k.no'ezlnzte(; znll:;
both, and it would deeply interest our frien i
hear from one of you a short .sketch of the cl:;re:akes
each before our interview with them actually
pla“;ﬁ‘s request was acceded to as a mattert{)f \:?;Eislfg,
but for my part I could not hell') devou y ft
that the arrival of Cringe. a"nc’f hlfycﬁ;l;lp::l]:; s
aved until the crisis 1n i
EE:E a‘.ite]i:; iiight, had been disposed of one way or
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other. Tt was cruel to be called upon to de
attention to any subject whatever while my secmtg
appeal to Bessic remained unmade, I told mvso?f-
and tht?reupon I proceeded to conjure up yet ar;olt(;e;
harrowing vision to torment me most dreadfully. Tt
was be'yond all doubt, I egotistically reflected .that.
the arrival of Mac and myself filled the Bishop,wit.h
alarm ; and what could be more likely than that the
announcement he made about his going out of town
I\;vas & mere ruse to put me off my guard, and that
1'3 Was even then endeavouring to bring things to a
climax by insisting on Mrs. Wingford procu:ing a

fi
nal answer from her daughter without further ado?

I kn i
ew that if he only succeeded in extorting a
ot L

ipnl(cl)z:ehfrom the glr.l, nothing imaginable could
gk er to break it, even though it had been
i1 ﬁe;:l::eh;r under great moral pressure ; and it
- m wa.s..aware of this fact that I soon
. ped a condition of extreme fretfulness and
Impatience, e
Just be i i
“ irﬁmbi;(;;‘:zy,rea.chmg our destination Mac noticed

and an . §
I confided the opportunity presenting itself

cause to him secret] i
¥. The id
f;oln)aptly and rather bluntly ridiculed, as it deesae waf:
e, i i ’ i
iy :;nd reminding me of my proved liability to
" Toneous surmises, he exhorted me t by
good cheer and to exercise patience, o

His words had a soothing effect, and T had b
; ecome
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comparatively calm by the time the building was
reached in which the new-comers were temporarily
housed.

Arrived here we were at once ushered up a wide
winding staircase, and into one of several spacious
galleries with which the place was furnished, and
from which a clear view of those we sought could be
had without ourselves being seen.

That the majority of the party were exceedingly
distressed could be seen at a glance; but they all
had different ways of unconsciously revealing the fact.

Mr. Cringe, for example, undoubtedly the strongest
personality amongst them, paced restlessly back-
wards and forwards, his brow knitted into a savage
frown, and his hands thrust deep into his breeches
pockets. Having watched his movements closely
and silently for a little time, we all agreed that he

resembled nothing so much as some wild, ferocious
denizen of the forest recently placed under restraint,
and therefore fuming with baffled rage.

Sir David Muntch sat apart from the others,
rocking himself to and fro dejectedly, with his large
hands clasped on his capacious waistcoat as if
engaged in prayer; and it was easy to see by the

wistful glances which he continually cast at his
friend Mr. Cringe, that on him he relied entirely to
extricate them from a difficulty at once perplexing

and uncoinmon.
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Old Benny the usurer sat with his face buried
in his gnarled hands, moaning most dismally at
irregular intervals; and Mr. Bulgee, who started
with painful nervousness at every moan, stood first
on one foot and then the other, gazing at him with
watery orbs, as if he expected a terrible catastrophe
to occur at any moment, and looked to the old
d.ealer in money to supply in some way the first
signs of its approach,

The recently dethroned city kinglet, Mr, Craftson,
reclined on a form in a state bordering on utter
collapse apparently; and his deadly political foe,
little Fussi the Leveller, stood by his side holding a
generous goblet for hig acceptance, and evidently
endeavouring to soothe him with whatever words of
comfort he could command,

“Want of sympathy with human suffering is not
one of the faults with whicl, the little agitator can
fairly be charged,” Mac told Zeen, “DIndeed it
would have been better for b

of view, had he been less 1
unselfishness ;

have heen les

imself, from one point
argely endowed with
for in that event life for him would
. § stormy, and less destitute of the
n.:la-terial comforts which most People covet. Ever
since his boyhood he has .
advocate of political reform ; b
tions have, T believe,
best, aiming as he g

been an enthusiastic
ut although his inten-
always been of the purest and
d at achieving what you tell us
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has been achieved here, he never succeeded in
suggesting a remedy that commended itself to any
but the thoughtless few. No greater lover of even-
handed justice could be found anywhere than he is;
and yet when the schemes which he advocated for
the amelioration of the condition of the masses were
not crude or impracticable, they were always sure
to be such as would involve injustice in some form
or other. To his credit be it said, however, he never
at any time identified himself with the cowardly
political party whose infamous methods are viclence,
bloodshed, and murder; but notwithstanding all
that, he has unintentionally wrought more mischief
to the cause he has at heart than the man to whom
he is just now attending could ever accomplish with
all his riches.

“And this is saying a good deal, for the influence
which Mr. Craftson has been in the habit of wielding
in the domain of politics may truthfully be described
as enormous. That querulous and insignificant-
looking personage will feel the change that has so
suddenly come upon him rather keenly, I am afraid ;
and when it is borne in mind that he has hitherto
been one of Fortune’s most favoured ones, it would
be a matter for surprise if it were otherwise. The
first favour bestowed upon him by the fickle jade
was this—she created him sole heir to an extensive

city property which had been acquired by one of
M
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h.is ancestors at a time when its value was incon-
siderable, but which ultimately developed into an
enorl'nous rent-producer under the pressure of public
requirement induced by an increase of population
and so satisfied does she seem to have been with th;
result—the man is and always has been a miserly
creature, I may tell you—that she has never since
ceased to shower her choicest gifts upon him. He
tever did anything whatever to deserve the princely
‘acome to which he succeeded when he arrived at
]I'laD’S estate; and as it has gone on increasing ever
since without any exertion on his part, and he has
bee-n allowed to reap the full benefit of everything
Whl.Ch added value to the source from which it ::!
derived, it would indeed be strange if T had to report
thf—:it Mr. Craftson was in favoup of disturbing the
existing order of things in the land of his uativci,ty."
A louder and more dismal howl than usual having
emanated from Old Benny just here, all eyes were
turned towards him instantly, and Mac at once pro-
ceeded to make some scornful references to him for
:nil:zp';:etfeﬁt of tht.a young man who seemed so very
° Y interested in what he had to say so far,
'I.'ha.t. craven specimen of humanity is not, only
& prince among usurers himself, but is also the
descendant, of 5 long line of harpies who were all
as ﬁ:ee‘ a8 he has been to batten on their fellows
by similar means” he continued; “and when that is
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said it becomes unnecessary to remark that his con-
servatism in politics is of the very strongest imagin-
able. You hear how loudly he can howl for sympathy
when misfortune overtakes himself, but not a single
instance has ever been known of a successful appeal
for clemency being made to him by a luckless
victim.

“Not by any means the least remarkable member
of the group is Mr. Bulgee, that person with the
ever-tearful eye and flabby jowl, who stares earnestly
at the trafficker in money as if spellbound. That
vacuous ignoramus began life as a worker in one of
the very lowest grades, and he continued to follow
his humble calling until he, fortunately for him,
contracted a marriage with an orphaned heiress to
a modest competency. Then he forswore manual
labour, and armed as he was with an effective weapon
for compelling some of his fellows to indirectly share
with him the fruits of their labour, he cast about for
a suitable means of investing his newly-acquired
capital. A profitable distributing business which
the meanest order of intelligence could conduct, and
which was consequently exactly the thing required,
was ultimately selected in fear and trembling, and
thereupon Mr. Bulgee blossomed forth as a comfort-
able business man. Events proved that Dame
Fortune viewed him too with no unkindly eye, and
the onward march of time found him prospering
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prc?digiously, speaking comparatively. The
lation of wealth wrought many changes in ticcumu-
but n.one 80 pronounced as that wbhich socn;3 Talll;
Place n the views he held concerning the res :O
:lghts of capital and labour, Indeed he hals)e‘l:);::
ul:rzzf::;]iljd f:om s who was wont to agitate in an
| g‘t 4y against conceding any rights what-
gl mzpl:i ]:i, to a person} who utterly scouts the
i g a'I;)).F concession to the worker which
oligh hisyh?os:m ility be‘ avoided. The proudest
B\ be 1s that he is a self-made man, which
iy ite untrue, as I have shown; but one
B very close for ‘supremaoy is that he
i own to Pay a shilling for labour while
qually suitable service could be obtained for a

smaller sum Althou
g h wh i :
ranks of the workers ie en his place was in the

o Id fre 1 ;
declaim } cou quently be heard
"6 against the tyranny of capital, yet he

always stron
gly deprecated havi
fatuous *laboyr strike, ng recourse to the

recognized it to pe

because he knew that
not be allowed o pass
the contending parties,
Was a mere make-believe

not so much because he
hu.rtful and unprofitable, as
his action in doing so would
unrewarded by the stronger of
But if thig early antagonism
assumed for the attainment
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you, the world would soon hear the last of industrial
wars., At the first well-defined sign of serious
revolt he would close all the avenues to production
throughout the land, so as to cut off supply most
effectually, and closed these should remain until a
lesson not easily forgotten was inculcated, and the
humbled workers came with bowed heads and shiver-
ing frames imploring forgiveness on their bended
knees from their triumphant masters.”

«Tt is really terrifying to reflect that such a thing
is quite within the bounds of possibility,” Zeen
exclaimed. “Even human selfishness cannot be said
to be wholly destitute of redeeming qualities, you
see, for I suppose it is that alone which prevents
that unity of action necessary to the realization of
Mr. Bulgee’s horrid dream.”

«If you hinted to that large man who rocks
himself to and fro so dejectedly, and wistfully follows
his lean friend’s movements, that you suspected the
existence of selfishness in the class to which he
belongs,” Mac proceeded to say, “you would very
deeply offend him indeed. The gentleman’s name
is Sir David Muntch, and his career has been rather
a peculiar one. When a boy he had the good luck
to attract the attention of a rather philanthropic city

merchant, who rescued him from waifdom and forth-
with found employment for the lad in his own office
as assistant messenger and light porter. Among the
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duties which he had to perform w
of parcels and messages from hi
employer’s only child, g motherles
own igni
heartaie,w;l:dasﬂ{:;? lifalgnmgbqueen of Ler father’s
. . 15 superb mansion. The
4 ' conse-
?-r equez ;f tE:s wa;ls t%lat the young people were very
(s wa: bs (:lg t into personal contact, and the
o eXistencea ba, mutual attachment gradually grew
e etween the lonely young heiress and
N oughtless dependant, Although this
€ more than what migh
expected under the circumstanc ;
anything of the kind takipe
have occurred to the doting f

thzfm two years the lovers co
daily,

as the conveyance
s employer to hig
s girl of about his

t have been
es, the possibility of
place never seems to
father, so that for more

ntinued to meet aln
nost
and generally seyeral times

without excitin .
A stop was E ity approac

each week-day,
hing suspicion.
;t %e}r}mgth Put to these happy meetings
ooyl themt out, .Warning of any kind, in con:e-

Promotion of messenger Muntch to a

Position j i
n the counting-house for which he would

5

ikl

CR S
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occurrence. These also continued for a considerable
time without attracting any particular attention by
reason of their remaining undetected, but a rude
awakening was in store for the haughty but un-
suspecting merchant, and it came at last when he
received the authoritative announcement that if
shame and scandal were to be averted, the marriage
of the lovers could not be long delayed. The blow
to the unhappy father was of course a terribly severe
one, but recognizing as he did that much depended
on his giving no sign of having received it, he seemed
to rally almost immediately. At first he indignantly

. scouted the proposal made by his old friend the

- family physician,

then he wavered a little, but being

utterly unable to discover any reasonable alternative,

_ he ultimately yielded like a sensible man to his

friend’s wishes and his daughter’s tears and entreaties,
and Muntch soon afterwards became the husband of
an heiress. Before the projected marriage Was
publicly announced, a report was published to the
effect that the prospective bridegroom had been
proved beyond doubt to be the heir to vast estates
in a far-off foreign land, and in order to lend colour
to the statement and so allay suspicion, the wedded
pair set sail for the region indicated shortly after
they were united, Almost 2 decade passed away
before they returned, and as within a year after their
return the good old merchant, who never wholly
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recovered from the shock which

their indiseretioy
occasioned him, passed

over to the great
at an early age,
eat establishment
Iessenger. He was ot
ntent with that, however,
at he became Prominently
pastoral industry in the
d subsequently blossomed
he government of great
This position invested the man
nd political power than ever,
add that he hag always used it
“made laws of which he himself

peacefully
majority, the gentleman beneath,

found himself at the head of the gr
wherein he once acted as
the sort of man to rest co
and the consequence was th
identified with the great
course of a little time, an
into the leading spirit in ¢
banking institution,
with greater social 5
and it is needless 4o
in defence of the class
18 a notable product.”
“And the ¢

itle by which hig name is prefixed
is the reward 0

f a brilliant suec
young Blestlander remarked,
aware that the bestowal of tit

with the sovereign; but what

cess, I presume ?” the
“By the way, I am
ular distinction rests

a grateful subject derive the right to create the
distinction 7 »

“My dear sir, he did not, trouble himself about
deriving it from any particular source,” Mac replied,
with a Pitying smile, « Simply assumed it, just
as he Possessed himself of everything he coveteqd
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hich he had strength enough. to afinam If a.r;y
g 1l have been found intrepid e-nough 0
i uestion to the gentleman himself, he
. 15011:11 t(i)ld, if he were not forthwit}l‘behee?d‘ed
;:uhis temerity, that the right hs;,d lf. :iiwzlnedozsgl:ll(;

1 is right to rule had ;
b ? St: ilfialcr:::r;:";s ::Eild be forthcoming, there
proo o

th?[ :JIZ)TI? rn:tmlllledlpechaﬁng very considei'abtlgi:t :Ej
delay which was being caus?d by aireu pr,oceEd
ventured to hint that we lnlght as Wi
with the principal business Whl(‘:h we E\fv i
to transact. This had the. required :} :,h,e ol
hurried through the remamder.of wha

ith commendable prompmtuge.. S

Sa):‘ ;Jvet me tell Mr. Zeen something of M]r. -
philus Cringe, the last, but by no Isegzz 1‘:”1: maké
remarkable member of the group, be

inued. “There seems to be no
a move,’ he continued.

im which that gaunt, una.r‘mable
e 2z:ce1;h§f 0112;3; the real architect Of. hlstc]):lwz
}')erson ts on a much sounder foundation a;f
{tl;rt: I;)?t ;ii\:ard by Mr. Bulgee on his own l;e:;z;es_)

b ement, which he neve

s ul?th 0:."0 t?l?et?ect that he sts thrown on
e izg;t a tender age destitute alike of money,
:E:r:;zr and special knowledge, s:es;mski;lc; wbeo;-e:;
generally conceded; and I certainly
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reason why it should not be taken for grante
These grave disadvantages rendered his  progress
very slow for a long and weary time; but by the
exercise of a rigid frugality, and a devotion to
business which he describes as worthy of being
emulated by all, he eventually succeeded in saving
sufficient money out of hig scanty wage to justify
him in entering into a contract for the performance
of a very humble public work. Thig step necessi-
tated the employment of human assistants; and
it also gave Mr. Cringe the first experience he had
ever had of how sweet g privilege it is to be in a
position to profit by other people’s labour. Thence-
forward his rise in life became rapid and more rapid,
until at length the gentleman with the forbidding
scowl whom you see pacing to and fro so doggedly,
became the virtual controller of the destinies of
many thousands of his fellow-creatures.

“T think I have now said sufficient to give you
a general idea of the sort of people whom you are
about to meet for the first time, and who may be
regarded as typical of some
products of 5 mych
it is needless to kee
in :

of the more striking
-vaunted civilization; and as
P the poor creatures any longer
Suspense, and my friend seems painfu
to make a move forward, it only remaing
suggest that we proceed at on
new arrivalg”

lly anxious
for me to
ce to interview the

B i |
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i ief escaped me at the conc]usm.n
g S]g:ﬂ(z: ?elf‘; eprefending t0. a.ttribut.e tllni
$ENp ]zem of ;enret at the cessation of his elo
e fee;ii% took r:xe playfully by the arm and we
gz;:aféed forthwith to the immigrants.
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ne\V—comersurIpirrty Tvag c-m its way to interview the
minutes Wo}uld :Sfﬁm fgh hopes that a very few
ness which was t;: i fo transact the simple busi-
subsequent cour @ object of our visit, and that the
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be disappo;
oin s
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as doomed to
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a sudden standst;
still :
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« Ho ! ho! what have we here, Sir David? What
have we here, I ask?” he presently roared trium-
phantly. “These dandy clerks of ours seem quite
ot home in this outlandish place. They’re enjoyin’
themselves too, I dare swear, an’ all at our expense.
I'm continually tryin’ to impress on that headstrong
managin’ man o’ mine that he pays the fellows under
him altogether too high ; an’ take my word for it,
if you look into the matter you will find that your
people make the same mistake. It is an easy
matter to rectify, however; an’ as sure as my name
is Theophilus Cringe I will lose no more time than
I can help in puttin’ things to rights. I never got
any holidays when T had to work hard for a livin'.
I wouldn’t take ’em if I got ‘em, for the very good
reason that I mever had the good luck to work for
any one foolish enough to pay me for doin’ nothin’,
as you an’ I pay these fellows. It 1sa consolation

to think, however, Sir David, that the time spent

in our uncanny wanderin’s won't be altogether mis-

spent if it teaches us a lesson in the management
of our affairs, an’ we have the moral courage to act
upon it with firmness an’ promptness.”

The intensity of rage up o which the man
worked himself in a few moments was awful to
behold ; and when he suddenly turned and yelled
at me to approach and explain my presence there,
f deadly hate.

his eyes seemed to emit red rays o
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This ferocity of manner unnerved me to such
extent that for a moment or two I could not ban
the ungracious mandate even if I would ; but qui(j;keljr
:.recovemfg my equanimity, I turned to Wingford foy
m'formatlon concerning the extent to which ]Jr
w:s-hed his former employer enlightened. Thii
actlon. on my part had the effect of diverting th
attent‘lon of the furious Mr. Cringe from I?]B te
m.y 1frlend, ej.t whom he continued to gaze intentl;
::\Eemf; curious mixtu‘re of awe and suspicion, f01,'
seconds, but without uttering a word. Even-
tually he approached us; and on being assured, in
reply to.a question, that he made no mistake as’ to
?E’:ob Wingford’s identity, his fury again became
instantly terrific. .
dist(gl:e; J..mileed, he hissed, and his features were
into what was meant to be a sarcastic grin,

* T i
ien the harrowin’ tale about $he fatsl drowoi

accident w A
as all a lie, invented to disarm suspicion

an’ co

- v;r your .retreat? I can see through the little

o o, p,lamly enough. If only I had been less

i ;ustm, 1‘msuspicious fool, I'd have long since

= ;"etea special audit of your accounts - bu’r,oit; isn't
a 3 j

> ]1?: aml you may depend upon it that you

s ve long to wait, after I find out what
ave cost me, before learni

. j earnin’ in’
disappearance will cost you !” R o oo

1 H a
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being destitute of sufficient breath to make himself
heard, had to pause for a little time.

« As for you,” he continued, indicating me with
a large bony finger, “you need expect no mercy
cither. You have proved yourself the apt pupil of
an ungrateful hound, an’ T'll take care you are made
to repent of the fact for the rest of your life. Then
as regards the remainin’ member of the precious
trio, I have no doubt, Sir David, that you will know
how to deal with him as he deserves to be dealt
with.”

«I really must confess to an inability to quite
grasp the position,” Muntch replied nervously. © Do
I understand that you are in possession of convincing
proof that these young men have abused the trust
reposed in them ?”

« Convinein’ proof?” roared Cringe. “In the
name o heaven, what better proof do you want
than that they have slunk away from their homes,
an’ secreted themselves in a place where they
thought they never would be discovered ? I have

no legal evidence of their guilt as yet, 1 admit ; but
as a magistrate of the territory of long standin’ an’
wide experience, I have no hesitation in sayin’ that
there is ample circumstantial evidence that when
their books come to be investigated they’ll be found
wantin’. Take my word for it, when a well-paid

clerk leaves a position of trust an’ pretends to get
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drowned so as to get clear away unmolested, he hag
excellent reasons for the action he takes: a,n' when
you find that he has been joined in his’retreat b
two of his boon companions, you don’t want to bi
told what they too have been up to, I should imagine
Ugh! the miserable, ungrateful villains! \;e’ve;
got them now, an’ let them escape us if the
can!” ;
Pt.lrple and almost choking, he made certain
clawing motions towards us with his lone bony
fingers when he could speak no longer, as i;’aiving
expression to a desire to rend us limb from tiim’b'
and then thrusting his hands into his pockets aﬂain:
he. resumed his monotonous march, but at a I;llﬂh
brisker pace than before.
J"i()’tll‘h::f ﬁ};cts of this. gf"oss attack, with the excep-
. ¢, who exhibited certain signs of indig-
nation, bore: the infliction with equanimity a;d
sﬁbm.itted with fortitude to be viewed for a ti;ne n
:Debllght which persons charged with crime are apt
€ regarded whether they be guilty or otherwise;
and the voice and manner in which Winoford ad:
dresstad them when the storm abated suﬁ'iiientl to
perfmt. of his obtaining a hearing, had lost v f
their calmness and dignity. ’ e
“I will make no reference to the cruel and un-

warranted charges which you have just heard made

against my friends and myself” he said, ‘beyond
)
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stating that I feel quite sure that Mr. Cringe will
live to thoroughly repent ever having made them,”

«This gentleman comes here under instructions
from the governing authorities, whose valued servant
he is, prepared to provide for the immediate wants
of your party,” Mac said warmly; “ and it is alto-
gether too bad that he should be met with a storm
of vile abuse. The treatment he has received has
been so indecent that if he takes my advice he will
withdraw and leave you to your own resources.”

This brought Sir David to his feet in a towering
passion in an instant; and shaking a fat forefinger
at the last speaker threateningly, he approached him
to within a few paces.

« That is all very well, my fine fellow,” he wheezed ;
“but no one against whom there is such well-
grounded suspicion as there is against you, is a fit
person to give advice on any subject. You talk of
indecency in others; but I know of nothing more
indecent than your putting yourself forward under
the circumstances.”

0ld Benny, who had been listening with rapt
attention to everything that transpired, here sham-
bled towards Muntch, and with many awkward
gestures intended for the expression of unlimited
deference, asked his permission to make a suggestion,
which was granted with lordly condescension.

« Mit all due respect, Zur David,” he whined, “I
N
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must be bermitted to remind you that nobody knows
better than yourself that beesness is beesness; an’
as there can be no denyin’ that we are just at present
in a bit of a fix, out o’ vich these young men may be
able to hextricate us, don’t you think you might
bromise them forgiveness for their bast evil deeds
on condition that they help us midout delay to get
back to our 'omes an’ families ? ” 3
“Tt is shocking to think, sir, that your respect for
the law is so meagre as to permit you to make such
a proposition,” was the reply. “Means can surely
be found to effect what we require without com-
pounding a felony. I have been ever ready to
extend indulgence where lapses have been made,
under certain conditions; but when I am called
upon to deal with a mean thief who deliberately
and systematically robs an indulgent master
The sentence was never finished ; for before he
had time to utter another word Mac, who could
restrain himself no longer, was upon him like a lion,

and catching him by the huge throat, shook him as
a dog would a rat.

“How dare you address such words to me, you
cowardly hound ?” he hissed through his clenched
teeth. “How dare you? How dare you?”

.The agility displayed by Old Benny in removing
himself to a safe distance when he saw the turn

affairs had taken, was simply incredible ; and as his
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friend Cringe exhibited no anxiety to rescue him
from what soon bid fair to prove certain strangula-
tion, and none of the others except little Fussi made
the slightest effort to relieve him, it devolved on
Wingford and myself to release the wretched baronet
from the iron grip of his powerful assailant. The
task, which proved to be by no means an easy one,
was performed, I am afraid, in anything but a whole-
hearted manner; and no sooner Was it completed
than the rescued man startled all present by giving
forth an awful howl of anguish, and at the same
time bounding off with an elephantine lack of grace
and most undignified alacrity.

A glance showed that Carlo was the direct cause
of this extraordinary conduct. It appears that the
old dog had been engaged in playing with some
recently-made canine acquaintances in the vicinity
when the scuffle occurred ; and hearing his master’s
angry voice, he hastened to learn the cause of his
excitement.

Arriving on the scene just in time to witness the
separation of Mac and Sir David, he at once con-
cluded that aggressive action on the part of the
latter was the cause of all the trouble ; and there-
upon he promptly proceeded to give expression to his
disapproval in the way he considered best calculated
to be convincing and otherwise generally effective.

Although the faithful retriever was speedily beaten
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off, and the injury inflicted was very slight, owing
to the defective condition of the animal’s teeth, the
hapless Muntch continued to groan dismally and
limp about in a ludicrous fashion for several minutes;
towards the expiration of which Mr. Cringe resumed’
his onslaught with renewed vigour and increased
virulence, thus rendering it impossible for Wingford
to explain the particular object of his visit.

When Old Benny judged all danger to have
passed, he shuffled his way back to us; but instead
of sitting apart from the others as he had done
previously, he seated himself on a movable form
alongside Mr. Bulgee and Mr. Craftson, probably
bec?,use be considered their proximity afforded him
an increased measure of protection.

«Zur David is a very much ’eadsthrong man, an’
1'135 but very leetle tact,” he was heard to say. “Now
if it vos my case I'd bromise these fellows any
mortal thing they chose to ask,if I thought they
could ’elp us.” :

“ And perform whatever you promised too, I have
no doubt,” Mr. Craftson sneered. :

“Oh! that is a very different thing, my dear zur
—a totally different thing,” the old Dusurer replied.
“T ’ave as strong an objection to bein’ imposed upon
as any man ; so that I think it very likely that I'd

hingist on reviewin’ the arrangement before con-
sentin’ to complete.”
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The approach of the awesome Mr. Cringe put a
stop to what might have developed into an acri-
monious discussion; for he frequently made dis-
paraging remarks about us as he passed, and to
these they seemed to consider it their duty to pay
the most deferential attention.

Severe as his strictures were on such occasions, 1t
was deemed best to ignore them and so let his anger
burn itself out; but Mac’s fiery temper Wwas only
controllable up to a certain point, and the time
came at last when it exploded with rather farcical
results.

Presuming on the forbearance with which his
abusive remarks were received, Mr. Cringe ulti-
mately went so far as to point the finger of scorn
towards him, and ask with withering bitterness what
could be thought of a human monster who, not
content with robbing him, tried openly to murder a
too indulgent master !

This produced the climax ; for in the twinkling of
an eye Mac sprang like a tiger towards his traducer,
with the intention of dealing with him as he had
already dealt with another reviler of his good name
and reputation.

Now it so happened thab at the time of this
occurrence Mr. Cringe Was standing immediately in
front of Old Benny; and becoming quickly aware of
the intention of the enemy, he prepared to receive
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him with a loud
snort, partly indicati
v y indicative of terror and
Th i
il }fre w;s tha-ut in the eye of the avenger, however
e :na e. him quail visibly when the crucial,
» t1:1 arrived ; and when Mac’s lightning-like
rust was made at the hir y
sute throat of Li
e . 1is prey,
1e hurried backward retreat of the latter plai 1y
bespoke the craven, o
Thi
e 18 manceuvre was executed with such extreme
s }?nness, and the distance between him and those
el IE f(lrm be?hmd him was so short, that there was
i eho re.ahze what was about to happen before
promrats1 ed into the occupants of the seat, which
e pt y 1:)}:ferturned, and all four were hurled pell-
" ;
oo 2 ground. An indescribable scene of
ntusion instantly followed
Amid .
e eda. perfect‘ storm of howls and execrations the
e men kfcked and clawed each other, and
the?ffran;"nd twmtgd in a most surprising way, in
el ic efforts to regain an upright attitude;
e wa;-tilgel t::i) say, the more they kicked and claweff;
goled, the more i i i
e Te inextrlca,bly mixed they
Probabl
eXhaustedyt::ottbefore they became too thoroughly
preeer it struggle any longer would they Ircl,ave
sy t: end they had in view, had not somethino
divert their att o i,
e : attention from the acti
ness of mauling and booting one .en,not‘her&C ll)wz
; bu
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something did happen to effect this, and it was an
event too which invested their ridiculous predica-
ment with no inconsiderable amount of terror.

The dreadful din set up by the actors in the
absurd mélée soon attracted Carlo from his gambols
again ; but on this occasion he was accompanied by
a couple of his playmates, to whom he had doubt-
less confided his encounter with Muntch, and whose
natural love of conflict prompted them to hasten to
the fray.

Just as they arrived at the scene of the disaster
Mr. Cringe had succeeded, more by chance than
good management, in getting on 10 his hands and
knees ; but if he entertained any hope of being
released from his peculiar plight without further
unpleasantness because of his success in partially

disengaging himself, that hope was doomed to be
rudely dispelled ; for at sight of the struggling mass
of humanity the pugnacious quadrupeds, with eager
yelp, rushed headlong amongst them, and promptly
selected the unhappy man as their first vietim.

The Blestlandic curs being much younger than
Carlo, their weapons of offence were much more
formidable ; and when in addition to this it is borne
in mind that his attitude at the moment was one

which greatly favoured his assailants, it is not to be
wondered at that Mr. Cringe signalized his resent-
ment at the sudden attack by plunging madly
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f : g
;;:aari :z;th a mighty roar, and turning heels over
all the expedition that lay within hi
. y within hig
beio zz:eeu;?t ‘thlC].l he c'ould execute could have
R ective 1n qu.lckly freeing him of his
L .a,n the ungainly somersault in which
gy :ene,wa:];i before the excited brutes had
i de attack, they were ignominiously
i 0018, an‘d the necessary steps to
0 return at will were taken at the same
T 1
aﬂ-orljie ;riizls:;? fof th?j unruly animals seemed to
R ;Z : to Sll‘. David Muntch, who wit-
. 1s;§nt‘plllar towards which he had
o u(rll ignified haste when the erring
75 H?ai)i are . upon the scene, and behind
g f(e:r :lalnhPut grotesque efforts to hide
i Hw ile ltfls bosom business-friend
- il u. y worried ; but no amount of
e r;;?i::; baniljlment of his four-
ol : capable of pacifyin
sym;:éh;?;alfontmued to rub the al?ﬂ'ectjeld gp:f:s.
several minut e iy
Compamti;s aftfer all danger had passed.
ever; and soon 2‘:,2:‘“::?; S
untoward accident were Ei;othbee f;)t:l; Vizzi’:zz iy
apart,

begrimed
and moody, and casting occasional
al re-
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proachful olances from one to another, which went
to show plainly that each blamed some one else for

all that had occurred.
After consultation it was decided to confide to

little Fussi the fact that it was utterly impossible to

make immediate arrangements for the departure of

himself and his fellow-exiles; and he was then asked
to join Zeen in an endeavour to bring Craftson, Old

Benny, and Bulgee to something like reason.

Tt was also arranged that Bob Wingford and I
chould see what could be done towards bringing Sir
David Muntch to view the position in a rational
light; for the hopelessness of attempting to ap-

proach the irascible Mr. Cringe directly was clearly

recognized, and We saw that our only hope of being
hin a reasonable time

able to get to business wit
lay in our being able to persuade the baronet to try
estore his friend to & state somewhat approach-

and r
mind without much

ing a common-sense frame of

further ado.
ange for the better n

There was a manifest ch
Sir David’s bearing when Wingford addressed him
of the design

with manly courtesy in pursuance
d; but his arrogance of manner was

just mentione
nder him supremely

still sufficiently pronounced tore

amusing to any one behind the scenes.

«We cannot but be grateful to your authorities
ign to take in our

for the kindly interest they de
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Tvelfare,” he said pompously enough; “but I wi
it to be distinctly understood that ive’ cannot e'
:;]nytc,lhing as a mere favour, even from ‘(,heir0 ngZizpt
ands. You say that at least s k.
?1apse before arrangements for evc(:ll;jl cliflemuss
journey can be completed; and as we are \;ar
almo.st. totally unprovided with money, and itel:e
ma.mfefstiy impossible to subsist without, aid in tliz
rslimﬂmm?, I can see n(? alternative but to accept
: ospitable offer which you have been deputed
fzr Izzk?[. mIT am therefore willing to accept it, as
- 1 personally concerned; but only on
cond.mon that every item of supply, and ever
s;rvwe howe‘ver small that I may req:.tire, shall bz
Eh:irfejaliiémst me to the uttermost farthing of
e ,1 or under no circumstances could I
o Whg F}m:::'myself under a compliment even
e thouc}\e pl:)ved themselves so extremely

ghtful.

pai:l E:o;r;;siv ‘t}}llat scrupulf)us attention should be
gl :ihl?shconcemmg the fulfilment of the
et o 10- he referred was freely forth-
e inﬁll'ls;a r: ':Hlld when .delicately requested
s e an 0(‘::3 in the dl‘rection of bringing
ek b
ac;l;}:: ﬁo:::rslfm of the exiled magnate was not
plighed without some difficulty—indeed in the
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preliminary stages of the interview between the
two men, signs were not wanting that it would not
be accomplished at all—but the baronet’s suavity
and persuasiveness at length prevailed, and much
to our delight Mr. Cringe signified his willingness,
albeit ungraciously enough, to accept the hospitality
which it was Wingford's privilege to offer.

He was very emphatic 1n his insistence on the
same condition as that imposed by Sir David as
the price of his compliance, as was also Mr. Craftson,
when the proposition we Were there to make was

" placed fairly before him; but as far as Old Benny

and Mr. Bulgee were concerned, they were quite

willing to accept any favour that might be submitted

for their acceptance without imposing any terms or

conditions whatever.

No one could bave been more palpably pleased
at some kind of an understanding having been at
Jast arrived at than Sir David, whose €yes seemed
to have been opened to the stupid nature of the
attitude he and his friend assumed towards us when
he underwent the maltreatment 0 which he was

subjected at Magc’s hands. The fault attaching to
certain occurrences, which he need not more clearly
indicate, lay entirely with his impulsive and some-
what stubborn but well-meaning friend Mr. Cringe,
he told Bob Wingford and myself confidentially ;

but he assured us that very great allowances ought
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to be me

very tryild: tfi: thi i e il
himself ar:i th e through which, in common with
oy E(.*] athe‘r mfambers of their party, he
g rath};r se ._1 I‘I'IS friend’s temper was at all
B i eamfy 1nﬁamef], he reminded us; but
fail to irritatees (;1 the previous fow duys could ot
. an el‘nbltter him had his disposition
B - a;lgellc. To this he attributed the
. momiu“nfnzasa;tnesses that had taken place
for}g{otten fI‘CTD’]. tha,t‘,N nigl;:;t.l i would be entirely

e
tones s:)lr]xf: ];:3:: eded to deseribe in awestricken
which they had . events of the mysterious voyage
be precisely sim'l‘]ust completed. These proved t
had had perso 1 51“" . th.ose of which we ourselves
with a pli\?iolza ezpenenc(‘g; but in accordance
ma;le just then tomi.hzrsgai:r‘:lmg’ ik
re i

destin];zra:‘ljon: for a start towards the dwelling
members of hfscomm()da‘te himself and the other
the time Sir Dpa,-x;y pae just about complete by
relation of his S with a shudder, finished the
delay to our (;v eird adventures ; but a still further
e aasha disepa.rture was caused by Mr. Cringe
of g0vernment.cc'::;eryh?y some means that the form
pure republic, which Blestland rejoiced was 2

In an inst
ant he flared up again, the more readily
H
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perbaps, because the announcement, which so deeply
displeased him, was received by little Fussi with

enthusiastic applause; and thereupon he launched

forth into a bitter denunciation of democracy and
everything connected therewith.

«T tell you frankly that T'm sorry to hear ity
«for before any nation can become 2

must be guilty of the heinous crime

republic she
of usurpin’ properly—coustituted authority.  Be-

publicanism is nothin’ more 1OT less than an
invention of 0ld Nick intended to lead poor mortals
o’ demoralize them. There is no such thing
under the annatural growth

s—nothing but

he said,

astray &
as stability obtainable
which such a system undoubtedly 1
rottenness an’ corruption. Why, don't we all know
that heaven itself is a kingdom——an’ surely nothin’
better than that cat be hoped for by way of
example ? If it were nob for such unquiet spirits,
such agents of the Evil Ope as that man Fussi,
nothin’ would ever have been heard of Anarchism,
Socialism, Bepublica.nism, an’ all the other wicked
jems; an’ the people’s rulers are greatly to blame
for allowin’ such pests an’ firebrands to g0 about
preachin’ their damnable dootrines. No stauncher
believer in ftrue liberty than I am could be found
anywhere, 1 venture to say; bub the liberty ex-
tended to reconstructors of society, an’ notably 1o
my own native land, is mot true liberty at all—it
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18 in’
1nothm more nor less than vicious licen I
only one o
e yﬂ‘ .Wa,y can the dangerous political agit 1;]1
“ effectively dealt with, an’ that is to squel% 3];'0r
1e moment his head 1ol
a
B ppears above ground, as it
*He h 1 i
g dasl‘lslert,amly done incalculable harm in the
, and will surely continue it i
. to do it in th
o e future
e ::om.momsense repressive measures are noil
im}; : ,bl Sir David agreed; “but as it seems
0
vy gp y ea, e bt.hat any good can be effected by discuss-
ol su _]e.ct now, perhaps it would be as well
e ]c):]c pone-et 1i’c.s }further consideration, and proceed
e wi these ;
i gentlemen to our temporary
This bei
e hadbemg' asse.nted to with a sulky grunt, Mac
P t’ca,rned 1'1ttle Fussi out of earshot on some
i t’0:;\. the earliest stage of Mr. Cringe’s philippic
ol f::event a wordy war, was recalled.; and ir:
s moments afterwards we were all to be
iving off together as amicably, to all appear-

ances, as if i

nothing had
; V= ever occurre
dissension in our ranks. d to cause

CHAPTER XIV

EVERYTHING that kindliness and forethought could
ne to make the new arrivals as
was possible to make them under
and to do them justice, they
preciation of the efforts made

suggest was do
comfortable as it
the circumstances;
exhibited no lack of ap
in their behalf.

Fyen Mr. Cringe thawe
of the treatment he receive
in particular gtill remained to keep alive his dis-
cntisfaction, This Wes the presence of little Fussi
under the same roof that sheltered himself and the
other respectable members of the party.

«T could never be induced to allow & revolutionary
rascal like that to defile an outhouse of mine with
his presence;’ he declared, “an’ therefore 1 don’t
think it unreasonable to ask that I be spared the

pumiliation of having to reside in the same house
191

d visibly under the influence

d; but one circumstance
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with hi
him any longer than can be helped. Th
TO : '
fh per place to house such a fellow as that is )
] ' 80!
ap restaurant, where he would be likely to ;“ ]Pi
amon i iri ;
e g congenial spirits. There is nothin’ whateve
T
: 1;c‘:]n:\l:n(n] between the man an’ any other memb
: ; ; er
e partir], an’ you may be sure that his company
o not have been tolerated durin’ the few days
ur supernatural experi i
: periences if an
el : y means of
]gmv. ; rid of him could have been found without
I;n recourse to actual violence.”
ew i 1 .
o thas lr-)artlally pacified on being assured in reply
e e little Le?'eller had already expressed his
i orjitof a,lcceptmg employment at his trade as
as it could be obtained 1
- that in a d
oo I : : g ay or two
i 0;’; the.“ ork he wished for would be forthcoming;
. O}
ool aal,b ;n tl.w meantime he would be kept as
<y oof as it i possible to keep him without
i E- oo great a violence to his feelings
is o
uncomf&nnoun cement was well calculated to awaken
: ortable reflections in the mind of him t
whom 1 .
o ;’t \;f;.s .addressed, as well as in that of his
betwe;n:r. ha,vxd, who also heard it; for a comparison
s jlh er of them and the despised Fussi when
W n equal terms, so far as an absence 'of the
o efgi\;r:;: ;Lf c]apita.l was concerned, could not
e little agit i
favourable light, e

But the i i
e idea of making any such comparison
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never occurred to either of them; and the baronet
proceeded forthwith to contribute certain oracular
observations on the particular subject under dis-
cussion, and on certain other maftters which the
theme suggested.

«The misguided man is never so completely at
home as when he is spreading discontent among his
fellows,” he said, glancing disapproval towards the
unconscious Fussi; “s0 that it is to be hoped that
his employer will make him devote a8 much time
as possible to labour, and so keep him out of mischief
as far as pra,cticable. The greatest curse with which
humanity has ever been afflicted, in My opinion, 18
directly traceable to chort hours of labour. That is

the cause of the seething unrest and discontent that

have grown SO rapidly of late years in all the so-

called civilized countries of the globe. Evidences of
a rebellious spirb and whining complaints Wwere

things unknown among the masses when people

were in the habit of attending 1o their industrial
pursuits from sunrise 0 sunset, and often longer,
and the consequence was that the world’s work was
carried on smoothly and harmoniously, as it would
always continue to be carried on if the lower orders
were not cursed by being educated into becoming
violently discontented with their lot. Just look at any
of those countries which we are egotistically in the

habit of regarding as wholly, or at any rate partly,

0
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‘E{nglhzed’ and in which the masses have no ti
img
uiejvote. to the study of inflammatory and dis-
.;1 1§g literature, even if they were qualified to do
o and could obtain it, and
i tell me whether th
can be the least doub i
t that her peopl
o ' ple as a whole
wor;:;ﬁmtely haPpler than the comparatively leisured
ers of whichever you may consider the most

enlightened nation 1 G
n Christendo :
there cannot.” m. ‘Why, of couis

All thi
this, and the approval which it elicited from

1]:;119, spea,ker’s‘ admirers, was noted by the young
Befi-‘-:ﬁzniiz I:lt;h undisguised astonishment; but no
contempla.tedpf at controverting the statements Wi
have been theor a moment, as most, probably woull
G case had Mac or Fussi been present
ear them,
arcco‘n:rl})lzzy fl:(l)usez‘nd your friends feel inclined to
quarters of tlfis -? nd Mr. Zeen to the manufacturing
suburbs, where 1-,;1 3;; and afterwards to a few of it
to be found,” Wirirf e .the worker is principally
you sul’ﬁcie::lt Si ]O)m(.l replied, “ I think I can show
hours of 1abo:1r ;.r :Vld, to convince you that short
very high d egre(:e. 3’ no means incompatible with a
S AP indeed of national prosperity and
This . :
and hea:?:h;e;::e:uj ;ihtl?undry incredulous smiles
" e Ssad
ness to spend the remaindef :? tethz.?::fzoi: ilih:lg(;
1

't
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manner suggested, their whole party, including the
little shoemaker, Were promptly accommodated with
a suitable CONVEyance, and the tour of inspection
commenced.

Finding that we conld be of no further service t0
Wingford, for that day at least, Mac and I craftily
hinted before he left that we proposed returning to
our lodgings, there to await his return; but this he
would not hear of, as we rightly surmised would be
the case, and & promise to spend the time we talked
of wasting in entertaining his mother and sisters
with the vast store of news for which they hungered

' was extracted from us forthwith. Could he but

have witnessed the eager haste with which we

~ prepared to pay the promised visit at the instant
 that he and the party he had in charge disappeared
' yound the first street corner, it is highly probable

P

that a doubt would have been created in his mind
as to the absolute genuineness of a certain slight
show of hesitancy which we manifested hefore con-
senting to adopt his suggestion.

Just as we were about to alight at the entrance
to the cosy home of the girls we loved, I was very
completely taken aback, and Mac was very consider-
ably surprised, by the gudden appearance of the
Bishop, who ab that moment emerged therefrom,
and favouring us with an elaborate bow of mock

ceremony, and 2 demoniacal grin of triumph, drove
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quickly off, exhibiting va 1 1 i
for our benefit as het:.::t: tlfus e
«What you feared this morning has come to
:-a,fher all, apparently,” Mac said presently ; “PB‘“
judging by the warmth with which the fellmi ,lit mﬁd
shakes hands with himself, and his other ::ﬁ
e:'zpressions of delight, it seems rather probabgle fl:it
his cunning ruse has been rewarded with some
measure of success. If you will only play your cards
bolflly and well, he will have much less cause to b‘
ssft‘lsﬁed with himself at the conclusion of his nex(:a
visit, I feel sure. The first thing to be done is to
take Mary into your confidence. You will find her
a valuable ally, or I am very much mistaken. Nexb
embl;-ace the opportunity, which Mary’s t;ct will
provide, .Of seeing Bessie in private; and having
lela:]e.d, in response to your earnest and persisten?;
ziehbmg, that her rejection of your advances last
s(fn ebzv;; :izz due to her having a preference for
e e bef, go at onr.:e to her mother and place
o Sgre her with all the power you can
iy .ve ctuld the old lady prove inexorable,
el VEErry improbable I think, there will still
rememberyf good grounds for hope, you must
= co,n ﬁ:l):,ncs;s iwehlfnow,. -Mr. Kniggs has the
rival and exhibit hirrln i: h&i:ﬂ:ze bt
repulsive colours to-morrow nigh e
ght. And now come
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along and seb vigorously to work, bearing always n
mind that  faint heart never won fair lady. "

These words of encouragement did much to rally
my rapidly drooping gpirits; but when soon after-
wards 1 entered the house and found that both
Bessie and Mary presented living pictures of misery,
I became quite cheerful.

As Mis. Wingford was not present, having just
told, owing to 2 headache, I had

retired, as we were
ty to tell

but little difficulty in finding an opporbuni
Mary privately all T wished to confide to her; and 1

found in her 2 confidante even more sympathetic,

indeed, than 1 had anticipa.ted.
«1 very much fear that your case
she said tearfully;  for although poor Bessie did

not promise in so many words this afterncon to

marry Mr. Penwith, she did what qmounts to the
abide by her wishes

same thing-—-pmmised mother to
in that as in all other respects.

whether you are aware of the
at with mother 1t has become the

is hopeless,”

may tell you th

chief desire of her life to gee thi

about. Her mind, for certain 1€asons has become

more firmly fixed on accomplishing this than I ever

knew it to be riveted on any abject previously; 80

that you can casily imagine what the effect of my
ise is likely to be.”

sister’s reluctantly given prom
«T did hear that she had seb her heart on gacri-
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ﬁcu?g her child by compelling her to marr
against her will, and one, too, who isa comy: m'an
stranger to every member of the family,” Ipbj?:ge
ret.nar.ked; “but I understand that her, Teason fy
this .1s that she fears the girl might coutractor
mafn‘age vifith an unregenerate son ofcthe soil.” i
actu'ila; is one of," the mo{:ives by which she is
ed, no doubt,” she replied; “ but there is yeb
another, and one also which influences her to u};te
as great, if not indeed to a greater extent. Ym? see
E\slls. ﬁal;;s an al.l-a,bsorbing interest in the mis;ior:
On.wﬁ e :;r]ilenmth esta’.blished soon after his arrival
<o brzve;)w grdeatly it was needed, and which he
g vey at; unselﬁsh]:y.conducted ever since ;
g sorir rmlly of pinn that the marriage
v materiangent y desires to see consummated
e - Indy strengthen and consolidate the
e ;vithhofjfi’ she knows that if Bessie per-
e .m.g her con-sent to wed the man
- would, rac:'l?ls;mn of which he is the life and
. thigp s ically cease to exist; for he told her
ernoon, that in such an event he

would b
e reluctantly compelled to sever his connection

with it
at once and for ever. This action on his part

did im i

admit:ot; n::ile;rat;i him in my estimation, I freely

o ,IOOked 8 ou.lc.l have been glad to have seen

i suspiciously like a threat resented, let
sequences be what they might; but the result
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it produced, as far as poor mother Was concerned,
was that 1t terrified her into making a most impas-
sioned appeal to Bessie’s filial affection, in the course
of which she expressed the conviction that my
cister's disobedience would be certain t0 lead to
disastrous consequences ;n many directions. Prayers
and tearful entreaties on poor Bessie's parb proved
o1l in vain; so that when at length mother exhibited
anmistakable signs of becoming seriously ill from
over-excitement, ™Y sister became suddenly and
pret.ernatura]ly calm, and brushing away ber tears
with a resolute gesture, gave the promise of which I
have told you with clearness and distinctness. Could
you have but witnessed, as I did, the rapturous
delight with which the utterance of that promise
was received, 1 think you would agree with me that
the prospect of the giver of it ever being allowed to
recall it 1s indeed very remote; but ab the same
time, if you think that there is the least probability
of your being able to induce mother to alter her
cherished plan in your favour, 1 shall be only too
glad to provide you with a favourable opportunity to

plead your cause.”

There was Very little in all this that could truth-
fully be described otherwise than 88 highly dis-
couraging ; bub for-all that it did not in the smallest
degree affect the Jetermination ab vhich I had
arrived of fighting the battle to the bitter end, if
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Bessi .
essiec would but fortify me with the most
encouragement. S

Bh(’;[:j;;s ]111; :Zas',fof cm.u'se, absolutely necessary that I
g tinl fpos.51ble, before proceeding further;
g s fact was explained to my fair con-
, she at once suggested that all four should
proceed for.a. stroll through the grounds, where sh
:(zuld c.ontrlve t-o secure me an uninterrl;pted infe:
: ::c::;h liiss;e. with greater facility than it could
o is};es ed indoors. ;
o to jOi:; i::t ﬁ;‘}jb manifested considerable reluct-
s herg e proposed party, and talked of
ot roc};m until we returned; but wheed-
el aftlzg' .fiud the desired effect eventually,
i mooﬂﬂmﬁlds I .found myself once more
i awaitiy Uy the side of her I loved so well,
e ng an opportunity to unburden my
Ih i
sough:dwzgtf::}?y rr.nnutes to wait before what I
o poming, .for Mary Wingford’s tact
B Wh;) ill)rowde it; but short as the time
0 g 1;clkl had to remain silent—I could
i g S 0 Oy other subject than that
P :i)a;;nost i my mind—a sufficient space
much less conﬁdZnin:n:Dio 1::;5? ImySGIf e
= ; ) eful condition i
pre:e Z:ilat w:[lt.l‘:J which I had set out. Indee(jif vrflig
y ‘became  aware that Mac and’ Mary
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had disappeared, and that the leafy avenue along
which we slowly moved was quite deserted by all
but ourselves, I found that my courage had oozed
so completely away that T was incapable of uttering
a single word.

My companion, who was so deeply occupied with her
own thoughts that she had maintained an absolutely
unbroken silence ever since we left the house, did
not become cognizant of the fact that we were
alone for several minutes after I did; and on making
the discovery she exhibited palpable signs of being
considerably startled and not a little annoyed, a
ch did not tend to reassure me, but

circumstance whi
esembling the

had indeed something somewhat ¥
opposite effect.

« How exceedingly polite of t
selve off without a word of warni

sure,” she said, after glancing eage

suppose that their action is intended as a trick, and
if so, all T can say 1S that it is a particularly stupid

one. Let us return to the house at once, please. I
feel very much annoyed with Master Mac and my
sister, I can assure you. They first of all pester me
unmercifully to accompany them in their ramble ;
and having won my consent they afterwards meanly

desert me, by Way of showing their delicate appre-
I presume.”

ciation of my compliance,
All this, and a good deal more to the same effect,

hem to take them-
ng or excuse, 10 be
rly around. “y



202
A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

she said in a flurried, disjointed i
e : . . , excited ki
Opg;;::;nﬂg with a view to depriving me onfdalff
e ty;) };)B:I:?lal; on the subject which I haﬁ
he previous evenin
:}ireansi :j::;cei contempla‘?e doing so ; andg’s:hi;i]{:iigl
= appm%hu:l accor-npl‘mhing her design, that we
gy SUdde to w1t13111 a few yards of a point at
i w.thf':n turn ha the pleasant walk would
Eﬁql::est bl I1:1 full view of the house before the
voTubﬂit re; occurred in her irritating display of
pmbablyy.und ere, hm\.rever, she paused at last, being
i erd the 1mp.ression that there was no
. IySEi:d 1;10 continue ; and the instant she
firmly detained hef e
“You i

- ;iidtmihlast night never to refer again in
[ e (;-f iz fact. that I love you better far
iy wojlrl ]; e,h I said, with suppressed emotion;
. el ave been obeyed, even though
| r:;tk i heart, if I had reason to
Bt affections were elsewhere bestowed.
5 ol thatn{;) .rea.son to think anything of the
S eing sc‘), I must implore you to
v aSky ur cruel decision of yesterday. And I
s you, too, to do so in no light and air

s gravely and seriously; for more depend);

on the iss
. 18sue, so far at least as I am ¢
can find words to depict.” Buparnsd, than
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Heveupon I proceeded to tell again with rude
eloquence and in the most passionate terms of the
intensity of the passion by which I was being con-
sumed ; of the unspeakable agony which her dis-
appearance from Farth had occasioned me; of the
transcendent joy with which her unexpected appear-
ance at the railway-station on the previous morning
bad inspired me; and of the unutterable misery to
which she would consign me should she prove heart-
less enough to do that which would cause me to
curse for ever instead of bless the day that I had
set, foot on Blestland’s shores.

Tt was evident that she made the most strenuous

efforts to preserve 2 calm, unmoved demeanout

during the delivery of this vehement appeal ; but

the urgent tears were not to be denied, and long

before it was concluded they fAowed fast and freely.
«You would have spared both of us a good deal of
pain and distress if you had refrained from
returning to this subject, as 1 hoped you would,” she
replied, after stifling a sob and brushing away her

«I thought 1 said sufficient last night to
uld be worse than useless to

t appear to have been the
and confide to you
ou of the utter

useless

tears.
make it clear that it wo
do so; but as that does no
case, I must go step further,
that which cannot but convince Y
of pursuing the matter any further. I

hopelessness
have given & solemn promise to wed another.”
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She ende
avoured bravely b ith
. y but with indiffey
B éltter these words in a careless teneelenc:
ca ice : ’
gy y voice ; but when the last senten b
: g ce
. e burst into tears acain, and sob wa's
er heart would break o -

I contem i
plated her agitation for several moments

since it to .
e, 1df as plainly as anything could tell what
but a fr of my wooing would have been were she
e :
e ae agent ; and when at length the violence
r
to thepat: X:’]F:m b ecame somewhat abated, I returned
Aot :\c ‘E:h the highest degree of hope, and
st confidence in my abili :
: v ability t
suit to a successful issue y o proniiE il
¢rI uﬂde =
had given “’:U‘Jd Pty sy o whilo ago that G
effect,” I sai(zln-len ik e L promise to that
she said that : but' as I also gathered from what
. you did not give it voluntarily, and
person, I ¢ v euough:' given to a third
ought ’to 1:; '::;a:;e dthat any importance whatever
. ed to the fact :
any ki ct. No promise of
Wlﬂch I;: 2:: b: ; eil‘d for a moment to ge binding
racted from °
must remember.” one under pressure, you
“" M B.
o igfo:::ei.seems to have favoured you with very
ation about m .
pretendi : / y affairs” she repli
e itng with a little frown to be angry t EP le(::
8 . er
eems a pity that, ha.ving seen ﬁ:r ; tei s
o take
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that liberty, she did not refrain from having recourse
t0 exaggemt.ion. The promise I made was not an
involuntary one. Tt was given because poor mother
was so anxious to obtain it that to withhold it might
result in serious consequences to her health, which,
as you know, has never been very strong. How

Mary could have construed that into coercion I am

gure 1 cannot imagine; and as any attempt at

breaking that promise, even if
acting SO meanly, would inevitably
life of the dear one to whom it was given, there can
be no doubt about its being perfectly binding.”

«T may have fallen into error in doing 80,” 1 went
«put I certainly inforred from something
that the terms of the compact to
d yourself with such very
e of a general rather

1 were capable of
endanger the

on to say,
said by your sister
which you committe
peculiar spontaneousness, wer
than a particular nature. What I mean to say is,
that I gathered from her remarks on the subject
that you never favoured any man directly with 2
vow to marry him. That is so, 18 it not ?”

« Ag Mary has no doubt told you,” she answered,
d mother to be guided entirely by her
wishes in the matter; and as she is firmly of opinion
that her spirib would find no rest beyond the grave

unless I agreed to accept Mr. Penwith, I am in duty

bound to regard myself as engaged t0 that gentleman,

and I must ask you to do s0 too, for the future.”

«] promise
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She was e
B bt ;fery nearly breaking down again at tl
, bu : age
! she succeeded with an effort i O
ing a calm exterior, N mlatis

“« Af .
-y cortl(;zntlia:;]ng frOL:a mother that she had won
S et a; 5 e contllnued, flushing with indigna-
me out, and hl daddressmg herself only, “he sought
with ti::e evida t-he auc.iacity % advance fowatdiER
with a little en}f 1:11 tention of indulging in a caress,’
object he ha,c;3 ;ln def; “but I quickly divined the
approach.” view; and fled wildly ati il
“Bu :
bound to f'e a:t;gether deny that you are in duty
R ity - B Ried oG
S you}? Y- It‘ by no means follows that
wishes in thea'VI: promised to abide by your mother’s
as yet formall R e hand, that OIS
Although I y; R o o ung-on
actually IDEDt?n E;‘Stand that his name was mnot
that this Mr ;Ze on the occasion, I freely admit
she had in I;er n‘-mtfl Wwag very probably the person
pledge yourself Ifnmd 8 eye when you were asked to
but even so, it da B e you havs dusaribed;
impossible ’to oes not necessarily follow that it is
the views Shepe}fs?;de- her into radically changing
The conditions e ﬂ.lat particular direction.
s = under w.rhlch she conceived the
she seems to ;)33- concerning your future of which
¢ possessed, have undergone a very
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material change during the last day or two; and it
is not unreasonable to hope that she may be made
to see the necessity of reconsidering the decision at
which she arrived under guch conditions, At any
rate 1 am determined to put the matter to the
test, unless expressly forbidden by you to do so.
May 1?7

To this there was no verbal response forthcoming ;
but in the fleeting glance which the curt question
olicited I thought I saw sufficient to justify me in
clasping her passionately to my wildly-beating heart,
and showering hot kisses on her exquisite lips, and
of course I acted accordingly.

Gently disengaging herself from my warm embrace
as soon as opportunity offered, she hid with her
hands her burning cheeks, and without uttering a
word fled towards the house like a startled fawn.

With a feeling as near akin to perfect happiness

as can possibly be imagined, I lighted a cigarette

and leisurely followed her; and while in the act of
her lithe form

admiring the graceful movements of

— she was the only woman 1 ever saw, by the way,

who could run gracefully-—I was rather startled at

seeing the sombre form of the Bishop emerge from
enue which intersected that along which she

an av
was hurrying, and glance keenly in the direction of

her retreating figure. Before I had time to consider

the advisability or otherwise of concealing myself n
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the adjacent foliage, so as to baffle the attempt t
ascertain the cause of her flight, which I knepw h(;
was sure to promptly make, he suddenly became
aware of my approach; and hazy and uncertain as
was the light in the opal-tinted gloaming, I could
clearly S0 that at sight of me his face ass:uned an
expression of most intense malevolence.

.Ha:ving glared at me for a short space without
blinking or moving, he presently came forward to
meet me with a smile so expressive of ferocious

dislike as to make me feel rather uncomfortable, to
say the least.

CHAPTER XV

It was interesting to note the marked contrast
that existed between the forced suavity of manner
and highly conciliatory tones of the Bishop when we
came face to face in the garden, just as Bessie Wing-
ford disappeared within the house after 2 furtive
backward glance, and the fierce light with which his
eyes blazed whenever he allowed our glances to meet
for an instant, which he did not do frequently. Were
it but possible for him to assassinate me with a look,
he would have freed himself of my rivalry without a
moment’s hesitation, or if pot, the general expression
of his countenance whenever it chanced to come into
complete view did him a grave injustice.

«] did not think, when I saw you last, that I
should so soon have the pleasure of seeing you
again,” he began. « Indeed, when I left here a few

hours ago, I anticipated having to undertake a
209 P
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journey which would necessitate my absence until
to-morrow, as I explained at the time to the lad;,: ;
but on reaching my humble quarters I found;
messag?fe awaiting me which relieved me of the
necessity of proceeding any further. And talking of
my quarters reminds me to say that I will not bask
yourself and your friend to visit them just at pre-
sent, for bachelors’ quarters at best are but cheerless
and uninviting; but I am about to be married very
shortly, and when the honeymoon is over, and we
yave settled down soberly to the serious affairs and
joys of life, I hope you will both frequently do us
the favour of spending an evening at our modest
place. Of one thing you may rest perfectly assured
at any rate, and that is, that you will receive a warn
welcome both from myself and my wife that is to be
whenever you chooge to visit us.”
: 'l.'he swift glance of evil import with which this
1nv1t,a.ti?n was accompanied eloquently attested the
man’s insincerity ; but in thanking him for his
courtesy, and expressing the pleasure which I
;sser‘ted.it. would afford me to accept his proffered
Ogsf;zii;?f;ll betrayed no sign of suspecting his want
“Youn manifest no curiosity concerning the name
of the lady who has consented to become the sharer
of my joys and sorrows ?” he said after a pause

i N . R
ot having the honour of being acquainted with
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any of the young ladies of Blestland, her name would
convey no meaning to me,” I replied, in a tone of
indifference.

«Qh! but she does not happen to be of Blest-
landic origin,” he gaid, favouring me at the same
time with a sinister leer. «She is a compatriot of
our own, and I am given to understand that you
knew her as a child. My engagement is with none
other than the charming Bessie Wingford; and I
assure you that I idolize the bewitching creature to
the very verge of sinfulness. I worshipped her the
first moment I set eyes upon her; and the flame
kindled within me then has been gathering strength
ever since, until at last it has absorbed my very
being. It is wicked, I know, to regard any human
being, however adorable, with such feelings as 1
regard her; but strive how I would T could not keep
my passion within moderate bounds, or anything
approaching it. It makes me tremble at times 0
think of what the result would be should cruel
Death deprive me of her; for to live without her
now I know I could not. I have no fear whatever
of any mere human agency ever separating Us; but
should such a thing prove possible, woe would surely
betide those responsible ; for although I am 2 man
of peace, none Imay trench on my interests with
impunity.”

The manifest threat contained in the concluding
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purt;{olc(;l of this deliverance was uttered slowly, with
mar i i g
disag::ee ;Efllamsil and in a harsh, grating VOiC}; m:'st
hadcto e Wi:ht e ear; but I listened to what he
e a}; v }fuch an assumption of sympathetic
o tim,e o S0 mat.ny signs of approval, that by
iy pa.rt'ed, which I took good care we did
2 er ou.r arrival at the house, the strong suspi-
on concerning herself and me which Bgass.iafi ﬂ'1;1
aroused had almost completely disappeared g
uinﬂa. cc-msulta,tion which Mac and I held. subse-
:ug;esi,is:d;v:s d.ecided that nothing that could
e ; elthe.r of us should remain untried,
v nduce hn.n to talk about his life on
po_ssﬂ),l or we were anxious to get him committed if
= :r (;: some definite statement which we could
vt prozgve to be untrue; but as subsequent
: , what we sought was arrived ab
w11:I}:ut the exercise of our ingenuity.
i :e; ::E:aw:]in all met at table, except Bob, who
<sintae 1;og(} 1 z say t}.1at. he would be detained in
B ate ;0 dine, the Bishop heard of the
e ge and party for the first time; and, as
g na.ura.l, the event gave rise to a good*deal
nversation.
usi:] aiﬁ::;l:ﬂnce with what seems to have been his
ety Penl;{li;rd.such circumstances, however,
B e ;t id more of the talking than all
put together; indeed, before we
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had been very long seated he managed to monopo-
lize the conversation completely-

As far as the ladies were concerned, including
Bessie, they listened to his remarks with as much
reverential attention as if he were delivering a
sermon; and in view of the fact that his observa-
tions very soon drifted into the channel through

which we wished them to flow, neither Mac nor 1

felt any disposition to resent his rudeness. On the

contrary, we did all we could to encourage his

loquacity.

« Tnasmuch as the experience they have just had
will tend to chasten the rebellious spirits of Mr.
Cringe and those who have accompanied him, it is

asing to think that much spiritual good will ensue

ple
to them in all probability," he snuffled monotonously.

“ql be suddenly bereft of Juxurious homes, and all
the personal comfort that wealth can command, as

nearly all of them have been, is 1O doubt a very
nee ; but it is all the more valuable on

t, since the Jesson it teaches is so
4. I may be permitted to say,
desire whatever to boast, that
Mr. Cringe nor that of Sir
hit more bitter than was
pon to gever my con-
and yet 1 have been

trying experie
that very accoun
sharply emphasize
while disclaiming any
neither the experience of
David Muntch was one W
my own, when I was called 1
nection with my native land;

more than compensated by the regeneration and
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G " '
peace of spirit which it has brought ab
gnt about, to

nothing of anything else.” p/

Here he tried to conv i
o : : ey a meanin
conteeﬂ,’c b‘:; hfa;led in t}fe attempt, a.ndg hilf;n:s lt)Z
ey h_n approvnftg smile from the lady he
t‘,‘ . wasz tls prospective mother-in-law, /
g luc:at:.ﬂone a lea.(fling position in an honour-
ey Whenl;elprofessmn that I was called upon
i eft on my enforced visit to Blest-
] ontinued, after a short pause; “I had also

to foreg
go the absolute certainty of inheriting the.

rich possessions of an
stolod ind the relation z;dazac;zie;:zegn:i? ,?0 e
n or .
g bye;'nthat n?b.lo.c)phole might remain through
v dexiri)osi,l ility he could afterwards escape,
T moreu.s y led not only into repeating the
B s important portion of this very com-
il ceoment, _but also into going very fully
uncle’s country 2: ezmng the magnificence of bis
residence, at and the splendour of his town
All this deli

ol }Sl :;Iihted Mac an.d myself beyond measure,
i e utmost difficulty in disguising the
tell, in tones ;Omancu?r; but when he went on to

of affection Who. hweu'mmulate‘i pathos, of the depth

gelf and his 1108 had always existed between him-

R oate-:r—father, our feelings of elation

1y considerably modified.

' tion; but at the same time 1
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«The loss of prospects SO bright, from a mere
worldly point of view, does not occasion me one

moment’s regret," he said in conclusion ; “but so
long as I live 1 must continue to mourn the loss 1
qustained on being torn away for ever from the
kindest and best of men. Although I became an
orphan when only an infant, 1 am proud to say, ™y
Jdear Mrs. Wingford, that I am very far indeed from
being deficient in filial instinct.”

The complimentary references to his moral and
religious excellences which this last remark evoked
from the lady to whom it was directly addressed,
were not by any means calculated to increase the
hope I had of being able to depose the Bishop from

the exalted position which he enjoyed in her estima-
¢ did not shake in the

glightest degree my firm determination t0 proceed

with the attempt.

When in due co
g-room took place, My hated rival quickly
f master of ceremonies,

urse a general retirement to the

drawin
constituted himself a sort 0

but as it turned oub this also suited Mac’s purpose

and mine most excellently.

Both girls begged to be excused when he suggested
the practice of certain hymns which were intended
for use at the public cervices held by him at cerfain
s, and which were understood to be

times and place
t of his own versatile

for the most part the produc
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genius; but Mrs, Wi
. Wingford insist,
at least should assist the Bishz;d that one of thep

course selected. and Bessie wag of

Glancing malicious]
g —oy y at Mac and me as h
b bl et b s By
efforts at produ:fe Pecuhar.to him, that he hoped hiz
found wholly u ing hymnic harmony would not be
5 beqzn :hacceptable.
ever been ;y Ioti ml?St e
e Seemedﬁt ear ;‘but that notwithstanding,
from listening to it D.'[?e:lve un]:oounded e
R 4o i we should do a grave in-
suppose t::f Thusmm b smaalon Ci”imbly
. e 3(?1]11‘3.121011 she so freely expressed
B s apply '?0. the pious merit of the words
gt Cll)mpomtlons, and to that alone.
a rather extenlz,'e of numbers of what proved to be
several times at,wfi rePEI:IJQire hed to be refeae
this part of the dis rs'lwmgford’s request, and while
Mary fitted aboubkma P_el”formance was progressing,
s 1 moﬂllm?asﬂy, awaiting an opportunity
e o Lo attention. This presented
:Ln(iging to ma,kemﬁ:e t]:e Bislhﬂp SRR
S . neral remarks
music, a,ndbj:ut? R e always 01:11:}::
e exceeding value of such harmony

when used ag
i a soul awaken
to give it proper expression B s qualified
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When his egotistic observations on these subjects
came to a conclusion, and before he had time to
make a definite selection of the mext hymn to be

sung, Mary Wingford cucceeded in getting her

mother to withdraw on some pretext; and as Mac

almost immediately followed in their wake, 1 was

left to endure the infliction alone.

Fortunately I was not called upon to submit to it

for very long, for Bob appeared upon the scene
before the fourth composition had been repeated

more than once or twice, and grasping the situation

without an effort, carried me off to his library.
you to sit there and listen to

«Tt is no pleasure to
1 know,” he said, as we

that man’s execrable efforts,
went; “and as he also cannot bub be aware of the

fact, it delights him to have you there, so that he
That is the method he

he constantly does,
1 may venture o

may make you miserable.
always adopts when he wants, a8

to drive myself, and any friends
invite to spend the evening, beyond earshot of the

drawing-room.”
Wingford was delighted to hear of the untruthful
statement to which the Bishop committed himself at
dinner; was disinclined to attach any importance to
the latter’s boast about his possession of filial affec-
tion, believing it to be insincere and made for 2
uch distressed to hear, after

o and was very m

‘lll‘pOS
f my lifelong passion for his sister

T had told him o
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Bessie, t
ivi , that she had been coerced that |
giving a promise which imp]ied i morning infg
consent at
b IT'JOh become Walter Penwith’s w'fShe k.
8 ave alread .
y told you
upon th i , poor mot}
bfighte 1? fellow as little less than a saint :e; lagl
n : e sai
o mi]up after a little time; “but,sti“ s_:lfll
05 i
S Pw;)mt e that she would change her views if ths
at y $
e ) ou have to say, for-you were always :
i urite of hers, At any rate, no h
e o . P2 arm ca
and if ymzn zk];ﬂg the experiment, so far as I can set]:
I was i ahe my advice you will do so at once.” ,
o : tde act of assuring him that it was' my
could Proccl)lr B 7 Praestod o0 sont G PLS
mother, WhEnethme a private interview with her
her slender vvais:Jﬂ Yoiunig ey appeorcil 1 MEEE
encircled by Mac
Ch?'%ll:s suffused .with blushesy g
e - : i
& go:iectwe bridegroom announced their for-
gratulatiois ent; both received our warmest con-
the room in,a,a:td : he;-eupon the bride-elect fled from
ate of bashful ;
B G : confusion.
with the te:;:y httl? kn.o wledge of affairs connected
benignly o T passion, it is true,” Bob said, smilin
r canno);; I?EIMac .a,n(.i myself; “but upon I;) wordg
ek doma’fn th;n]klng that for rapidity Ofyaction’
of love,
unapproachable,” you two fellows are simply

ad Act u t y \ W
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5 moment’s delay,” Mac briskly
«You could not possibly choose a

better time to make your claim, for she is in the
best of good-humour, and Mary has promised to see

that you will not be interrupted.”
g necessary 10 induce me to

No persuasion bein
adopt this suggestion, T instantly hurried from the
room, and with resolute step hastened to where it
was told the arbitress of my destiny Was to be

Wingford without
demanded of me.

found.



CHAPTER XVI

'I.‘HE good wishes for the success of my mission
Wh1c.h 'Br;b and Mac called out to me as I left them
precipitately with the object of seeking Mrs. Wing-
ford and claiming Bessie’s hand, were szill ringing ?n
m.y ears when I arrived at the pretty parlouor c::cu-
lplec.i by the former lady, and in response to an
::lwtation which followed my firm bu£ deferential
frl.::;g, ]Iﬁent(:ed. I could see at a glance that my
descﬁbedazura: not overst?Lted the case when lLe
. ostess as being in the best of good-
excemiv,e " her countenance literally beamed with
P az]og e‘;{s she- ceased poring over a well-
o glancend 1: ethoric volume which lay before her,
o b at me over tl?e gold-rimmed spectacles

remembered having seen her wear in my

early youth.

Surely, I thought, sh
ght, s 62(;?:11(1 not be so cruel while
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in such a mood as to act in a way that would be
calculated to blast not only my life, but her daughter’s
also!” I could not, I believe, be fairly accused of
ordinarily evincing an over-sanguine disposition, and
yet here I was to be found overlooking the very
obvious fact that her mood might change at any
moment. 1t was therefore with a feeling of great
confidence and seli-satisfaction that L took the seat
to which she waved me, and composed myself for
the performance of the important task I had in
hand.

«You have come 10 rejoice with me over the
approaching marriage of Mac and Mary,” she began,
«and for that I have to thank you very much. 1
am quite sure that no one not even I, will hail the
auspicious event with more genuine pleasure. We
must carefully guard against investing it with an
importance greater than any event of this life should
be invested with, however, and it was in search of
strength to enable me to do this that you found me
engaged when you entered. It 18 0 the Good Book
1 go alike for consolation when troubled of spirit,
and for correction when I feel in danger of develop-
ing pride through an excess of joy; and if you have
not been in the habit of doing likewise in the past,
let me implore you not to neglect doing so in the

future.”
Here she proceeded to read several extracts from
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the sacred tome to which she referred, extract
undoubtedly embodying precepts of a \:ery hi}j
moral and philosophic value, but having no diregct
bearing whatever on the case to which she applied
the.m with such an assumption of authorityP'Pand
while she was engaged in doing this I experi:anced
1.:he utmost difficulty in preserving a decorous bear-
ing, not. because her quotations were inapplicable
but owing to the mirth-provoking method she;
adopted in her efforts to impress me with their
applicability.

Flrs.t of all she would read the passage to which
she wished to direct my attention in a voice some-
what r‘esembling that which she ordinarily used, and
then in a solemn, monotonous drawl she \'«iould
1]’1epea,t. it two or three times very slowly, holding

er head on one side like a listening parrot as shz
spoke, and shaking a finger warningly at me after
every word she uttered.
01_;3 ;uc}:::eeded in passing creditably through the
, however, and was about to launch out into
a statement of my claim to Bessie’s hand, when
another subject suggested itself to her a;ld she
proceeded to make certain comments thex,'eon which
hax‘i: : tendency to embarrass me to a certain extent.
S mga.f:hered from the young couple before they
e just now, and that, too, with a very great
deal of pleasure,” she continued, “ that the gi:;s T:Lave
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very good grounds for hoping that Mac and yourself
may be persuaded to join the mission before long
in an active capacity. Tt will indeed be good news
to hear, and I hope to do so soon, that their hopes
have been realized ; for your assistance could not
be otherwise than beneficial to the movement, and
the fact of your connection with it could not fail
to confer priceless spiritual blessings on your-
selves.”

As I very much feared would eventually be the
case, she here entered upon a long and dreary
euloginm concerning the merits of the mission’s
founder, bestowing many and very warm encomiums
on the objects he had in view, and pointing out
with pride in how very high a degree his aims and
general conduct were worthy of being emulated.

I was beginning o fear that I should not get an
opportunity of pleading my cause with her after all,
unless I elected to rudely interrupt her, which was
of course a distasteful alternative, when she made
come reference to the holy sense of satisfaction
which a person experienced after having conferred

happiness on others; and then I saw the chance 80

impatiently watched for.
« Vou cannot imagine,
«how unspeakably happy I feel at the present
moment in the knowledge that I have been the
of conferring happiness on your friend Mac

for example,” she said,

means
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and my darling daughter. It is a foretaste of
heaven !”

“-I have never had the good fortune to be in the
enviable position of being able to contribute very
much towards any one’s felicity,” I said; “but I
am quite sure that if I had been I would have
exercised the privilege to the utmost extent,
Equally sure am I that you would permit no
opportunity to escape for extracting refined and
undiluted pleasure from so pleasant a source. Now,
I have a suggestion to make which will furnish you
with an opportunity to render several people, and
two in particular, very, very happy indeed; and I
ha:ve no doubt whatever, after what you have just
said, that you will not hesitate to adopt it the
moment it is made.” :

She cast a swift, inquiring glance in my direction
when this point was reached ; but she gave no sign
of any kind to show that she had any suspicion of
what was coming.

“Indeed ?” she said, with a benevolent smile.
o A.]%d pray what may be the nature of your sug-
'gestlon? I cannot imagine how I could do any more
in that direction than I have already done to-day.”

“Sanction my marriage with Bessie, whom I have
loved to distraction ever since I became capable
of loving any one” I replied passionately, “and
you will accomplish all that I have said.” :
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She started violently on hearing Bessie’s name,
and her manner, which had hitherto been expressive
of cordial geniality, instantly underwent a change to
repellent frigidity.

«That is quite impossible,” she answered, in hard,
unsympathetic tones. My daughter Bessie is
already the affianced bride of another ; and having
made that announcement, I hope 1 have said all
that is necessary to be said on the subject, and that
you will see the propriety of never referring to the
matter again.”

«The importance of the subject is far and away
too vital to permit of its being dismissed in such an
offhand manner as that, my dear Mrs. Wingford,” I
told her solemnly; “and as I have it on the best
authority that the only step your daughter has so
far taken towards affiancing herself to any one con-
sists in her having given you a promise that she
would marry whomsoever you wished, I must
respectfully ask that you let me show that my

claim to her hand is infinitely superior to any that
could possibly be put forward.”

Here followed a long statement of the facts which
I considered should weigh in my favour, and as
strongly embellished for the occasion as it was
possible for me to produce them.

I commenced by asking her to cast her memory

back to the time when in the days of our happy
Q
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childhood Bessie and I were inseparable playmates:
reminded her of how constantly we were thrownj_
together socially after those days had fled ; enlarged
on the intensity of passion which was the inevita?:)le
result of this intercourse, and the peculiar feelings
by which I was influenced in preserving silence on
the subject for so long a time; told of the dreadful
suffering I underwent when the news reached me
which made me think I had lost her for ever, and
of the shattered state of my spirit from that hour
until soon after my arrival in Blestland ; and then
dwelt on the impossibility of describing the great
joy with which I was filled on the previous morning,
on finding that the girl whom I loved better far
than I loved my life was still in the flesh, and
unfettered too by marital ties.

From certain signs of impatience which she mani-
fested, it was easy to see, before I had proceeded
very far, that her heart was thoroughly steeled
against me; and the farther I went, and the more
earnest and pathetic I became, the more impatience
ghe exhibited.

“To lose her now, and especially by such a means
as that which you propose,” I said in conclusion,
“would inflict on me a more terrible blow still than
that which nearly deprived me of reason when I lost
her beft?re; and surely you cannot be so pitiless as
to consign me to such a doom as that implies’
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And then again, should it unfortunately happen that
my fate is a matter of indifference to you, I refuse
to believe that you could ever nerve yourself to act
go cruelly as to force an obnoxious union on a loving
daughter!  You could never harden your heart
sufficiently to deliver her into a bondage to which
death would be preferable, let the consequences be
what they might! Endeavour to realize what it
must be to condemn any human being to a living
death ; and when you have done so, the idea of so
treating one’s own flesh and blood, especially a help-
less girl, will appear before your mind’s eye in all
its native repugnance, and Bessie will soon be free
to follow her own inclination, which is the right, the
proper, the nafural course for her to follow under
such circumstances.”

The only apparent effect which this appeal had
was that it gradually increased her excitement and
irritability, until at length she exhibited very decided
signs of being about to swoon; and when these
came under my notice I promptly prepared to
summon assistance, but was called upon in a feeble
voice to desist and procure her a glass of water
which was close at hand.

The quarter of an hour which I spent sheepishly
regarding her as she fanned herself wearily, and
occasionally sipped the cooling liquid and sighed
complainingly, was very far from being an enviable
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one; and when at the expiration of that time I
made an attempt to withdraw from her presence, as
she seemed to have completely recovered, and I I;ad
abandoned all hope of being able to prevail upon
her to alter her determination, I was peevishly
ordered to remain where I was, and give ear to some
ﬁ.nal remarks she had to make on the subject under
discussion, and from which she hoped I would derive
some profit.

“I am very sorry indeed to find that you have
contracted the very impolite habit of using strong
language since I knew you on Earth, you wicked
boy,” she commenced chidingly; *and now that you
1‘1ave seen the effect that it is likely to produce, it
is 'to be hoped that you will restrain yourself from
using it in the future, especially in my presence.
N.ow, before bringing this interview to a close, I
wish you to clearly understand the position, so that
you may see the utter futility of pursuing the subject
which you have broached this evening any farther.
And first of all let me assure you that I have no
sympathy whatever with the sentimental aspect of
the Glse. on which you wholly rely. You talk
about it being the natural and proper course for my
daughter to adopt to follow her own inclination ; and
from sny such view as that I entirely dissent, a3
every child of mine would also do, I am sure. Ti]ey
have been too soundly taught the wholesome lesson
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inculcated by my own parents, which was that it is
always wrong for young people to follow the dictates
of their personal desires without the full approval
of those to whom they owe obedience, to think of
subscribing to any such doctrine as that. When I
entered into the holy bonds of matrimony I did so
ot the dictation of my parents, and somewhat re-
luctantly too, owing to the fact that T was not old
enough to distinguish the realities of life from its
unrealities; but so far from our union producing
unhappy results it did just the reverse, for our
married life was as rationally and serenely happy
as T am sure Mr. and Mrs. Penwith’s will be by and
by. I am firmly convinced that to no other cause
can so much marital misery be attributed as to that
vicious practice in which people of immature judg-
ment and imperfect discipline are prone t0 indulge,
of contracting marriage for no more substantial reason
than that they imagine themselves mutually attracted
towards each other; and for that reason I rejoice to
know that Bessie and her future husband regard
each other in a gober, common-sense way, and with
a pleasing absence of that sentimental gush which
is so apt to take wings after marriage, always leaving
a more or less bitter after-taste. It is so immeasur-
ably better to have even the possibility of being
agreeably surprised by the unexpected discovery of
some traib of character, the existence of which was
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nu.:)tz suspected, than to be cruelly and compl
disillusionized when too late to retrace one’s stp etily
su{‘;il?Tut ;sur;aly Bessie and I have known eachei)i.her
ciently long to have formed
t'ast;ijmate of one another’s dispositiozslzrft;yexﬁ?mtz
1nd1.gnantly. “You must admit that she ha.smklled
an infinitely better opportunity of judging me thEL
she has had of gleaning particulars c?f ;,he maré:’n
character whom you wish her to marry, and who i:
co:inpa.rat.ively speaking, a stranger to h:ar.” ,
7 ‘I cannot admit anything of the kind,” she replied
and for this reason : you were both too young when‘
Jou were thrown together on Earth to be capable
oi: making reliable observations in matters of that
kind; but even if it were otherwise, you must
rf:r.nember that you and she were in a state of tran-
sition then, and that the actual formation of your
(;ha.racters has taken place since. It would indeed
h::t;zzﬁeo;f: in the‘ process of development which
B e g ing on in the meantime, no change of
d}spomtlon or temperament had taken place in e?ther
;)la::t I;1 Oso that in rea.li.ty you can only be said to
. wn each other since last evening !”
men:vsaso ;oiilly tempted to make some caustic com-
: e.fact that although this odd kind of
::a:lz];mg applied with equal force to Mary and Mac,
not the effect of causing her to refuse her
consent to their marriage ; but on second consider-
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ation I decided to refrain from doing so; as I could
gee clearly that nothing that I could possibly advance
would have any good effect; and it would show a
want of discretion to risk producing the opposite of
that.

«There are one or two points to which I woald
like to call your attention before I conclude, and
with the grave importance of which T am particularly
anxious to impress you,” she went on to say. “The
privilege of visiting this great but spiritually be-
nighted land has not been granted to you without
a motive; and as to what that motive was there
can be no doubt whatever. The duty of doing the
atmost that lies in your power towards spreading
truth and diffusing light among the heathen peoples
of Blestland has been imposed upon you; and woe
ou if you neglect it. And it so happens that

be toy
o a very great deal, as I

it lies in your power to d
w you. By choosing a wife from
among the daughters of the soil and imbuing her
with the saving faith that is in you, as you naturally
would, the very strong probability, almost amounting
to certainty, is, that you would be jnstrumental in
converting all the nations on the face of the planet;
for let the icy barrier of indifference which the
unhappy creatures have presented to the mission
be but undermined ever SO little, and the salvation
ess thousands of our fellow-creatures would

propose to sho

of countl
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inevitably follow. Think of it, just think of it; and
when you succeed in fully realizing it, you will never
cease to give thanks and praise for the inestimable
blessing that has been providentially bestowed upon
you!”

This, and a great deal more intended to show
what an exceptionally fortunate and highly-favoured
individual I ought to consider myself in being unable
to secure Bessie for wife, I had to listen to with as
much patience as I could command; but when at
length she invited me to join her in prayer and
praise I could suffer the torture no longer, so frankly
assuring her that I was in too irreverent a mood to
accept the invitation, I abruptly withdrew from her
presence.

Hatless and full of misery, I rushed out into the
grounds in the hope that a little quiet reflection
beneath the unheeding stars would enable me to
compose myself sufficiently to permit of my giving
& rational account of what had taken place to Wing-
ford and Mac; but my brain was in such a whirl
that I found it impossible to realize anything properly,
except the dreadful fact that a gulf which seemed

at the moment impassable yawned cruelly between
Bessie and myself.

The strident notes of the Bishop reached my ears
with a distinctness which depended on whether I
was in the act of approaching or receding from the
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house, as I walked backwards and forwards a.lon{g a:l
avenue whose silence was only broken by ]i::y oza:
falls, the timorous rustling of lea‘v.es, an;i t eb oc e
sional twittering of birds as they flitted rom1 rz:;ve
to branch; and if Mrs. Wingford c0L.11d only o
heard the words to which I gaxa a.udlbl.e express .
soveral times concerning the snllger, his j%ong, a-th
the mission which he used f(l)r his 01:1;11;:;};::3 ;v;ry
such marked success, 1 fear s "-LB w"ou a i
reason for objecting to the strengt

j;u::y sl;f;fz;e than she had when she rebuked me
pri:,l?\fsly\-vhﬂe I was engaged in drarflaf.lcallywcil;:
livering one of these forcefull maledm:lllor:]skv "
streaming hair and wildly-waving arms,’ -io, befoje
ford rather startled me by suddenly appcai"l Edeaﬂy
me with a look on his handsome face tm.t R
showed he had grave doubts -about my sanity,

might well have under the cu:cunclstai;es;.t e
quickly followed by Mac and Mary, ad il
to see that they too strongly suspecte o

emented. : g
: Things are not quite so bad with me as you se
[13 lnc

" :d oloomily; “but still, they are quite
;0 dfear, u:hsjctdsaiisfy my most deadly enemy. I hs;.l";e
noohr to the very verge of madness totmg ;
s ed somehow to keep from crossmg th::
P“;’ ;ng:zi;gme that separates sanity from insanity.
inde

He was
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Here Wingford took me gentl
= y by the ar i
Wl?:;ni; :sztla;ts asked me to retufn to 1;12,1?1;(;:;
sl ;elll the-m all about it at my Ieisure:
el rePall'ed forthwith. :
S g a;:grlilplam of want of attention on the
ey m1 olzs when, after having refreshed
e w;th 11(;]l ‘—needed draught of an invigorat-
i ;vh }ch I was promptly presented by
o 18 sanctum, I proceeded to detail
place at my unsuccessful interview with

Mrs. Wi :
ingford ; and before many sentences were

uttered, all th
] ree were reduced t

. 0 a sta i
almost as abject as o te of misery

Durin
rema,inef fti}:dpmgrcss of my narrative Mary's gae
seen through anond?‘ I‘esplen.dent star which could be
but altllouc h ha Jacent window on the far horizon;
A aVertegd hz Z szft, all the time I was speaking,
wept silently a,n‘Z PRAER Wars nob wanting that BQ

When my de CO.pm“Sly as she listened.
there were rnuf;;essmg account came to a conclusion,
e . u;‘ed expre:s.sions of sympathy from
encouragement fa ew hurried words of whispered
nor spok rom Mac; but Mary neither moved

Poke,

A gloomy silence, which
inclinati : nobody displa
e :;G;la ;ot. break for a long time, follljo“)jee(f ; if:l{
8prang sudd llme to become quite unbearable Mar

enly to her feet, and repressing a soi
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with a mighty effort, made an announcement which

caused a very considerable sensation.
« Tt Bessie’s life is to be wrecked in this way, I can

never be otherwise than unhappy in the future,” she
said; “and as T like you far too well, Mac, to doom
on with a miserable being, T must ask

you to a uni
t at an end. I

to consider our brief engagemen
sion without a struggle,
so, good-bye,

you
did not arrive at this conclu
and I am sure it 1s the correct one;

good-bye !”
Before the person most deeply interested in this

quixotic deliverance had time to utter a word of

the girl had disappeared ; and we

remonstrance,
on the unforeseen

were left to ponder in astonishment

complication which her short statement provided.
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IT WUUM b i
1 be difficult ind imag more
: eed to imagi
e e agine a
woe-begone picture than Wingford, Mac, and I pre
sente sev i ; , ary-
'd for several minutes subsequent to Mr
taking @ ‘ charge
l g a:rx abrupt departure, after havine disch d
a rhetorical bomb in our midst
So d e we . the 2 velo
e 'umfounded were we by the latest devel p
n l > ;
me : n current events, that for a time we were
r
unatbhe to do more than stare stupidly from one to
anoi er, :md} shake our heads in a grave and depre
C&‘ ting way that bespoke 1'1-
l ‘ P our utter helplessness and
The first v i Wing
to recover his self-possession was Wing-
(=]

ford, and }
16 at once proceeded to remind us that

(=]

as the ibili i
possibility of inveigling the Bishop into

revealing his
true ch "
remained. aracter to Mrs. Wingford
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That it was not only possible but highly probable
that this could be done by a successful application
of the test suggested by Mr. Kniggs, he stoutly
maintained ; and his hopefulness was 80 infectious
that he soon converted Mac and myself to his way
of thinking on the subject.

«If anything were necessary to prove the neces-
sity for exercising the most serupulous care in
keeping uncle and nephew oub of one another’s
sight until they meet here to-morrow night, the
events that have transpired this evening would
amply supply it b remarked ; “but nothing was
required to prove it, and so it behoves us all to leave
nothing undone which it is in our power to do, in
order to bring the Kniggs scheme to & successful
issue. It seems perfectly certain that it would be
quite useless to take any further
endeavouring to induce mother to alter her decision,
at any rate for the present ; and that being 80, I
think the wisest course for you to adopt is to let

matters rest as they are until we see what result

the meeting between Mr. Penwith and his adopted
There is excellent

gon does actually produce.
reason for looking forward hopefully to the event;
ust bear in mind that even if the Bishop

for you m :
should acknowledge the relationship, we can still

convict him of untruthfulness, & thing which poor

steps towards
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mater abl
. 1013 even more strongly, if that } i
1an do the girls themselves,” B

Every phas
e and detail of .
an aH~absorbing one t of the subject, which was

thre.‘ihed u 0 d
» < epll Ed

" us to the ladies:

: . i e ladies

?ku.xg leave of himself, we went  a

S g . . . :

Tz-lht night in quite g buoyant almo
18 pleasant condition of mind w,

be of very long v

Wingford to say our adie

st joyous mood,
R not destined to
my WithdraWaI fro i - ver; for soon after
personality, my f; g iy Wingford's
the darkest, sid}; ;; . tend.ency towards examining
the discovery of oy every picture asserted itself, and
followed, Tt waf ave reasons for discontent quickly
into a state of g o fault of Mac’s that I relapsed
way homewards ;ée_c ted?ess’ for as we wended our
extravagantly sa,ngui:;) n:]:; 3(111 i;’]ed“’el] A
:ner:hoef igcr:mtively &ﬂﬂihilabing i

Tow; and he derived so

plea,gu

tures wr‘;i::)r}l: the contemplation of the word-pic-
X € 80 rapi :

a pity to do or saapldly produced, that it seemed

the effect of divGrt-y anything which would have
: :
channel], Og his thoughts into another

prospects there
common enemy
much evident

I found it ; :
f the fresilt “mPossible to refrain from telling him
fears I entertained however i th
s ; an e
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consequence was that in a minute or two he also
was reduced to a pitiable state of mental wretchedness.
«Tt is all very well, I suppose, to indulge in the
glowing anticipations that we have allowed ourselves
to be deceived by during the last hour or so,” I said;
«but the truth is that when the reed to which we
are now clinging comes to be calmly examined, it
will be found altogether too slender to be worthy
of reliance. Supposing that the Bishop will decide
to deny all knowledge of his uncle when he meets
him; what then? Mr. Kniggs will be at hand to
vouch for the relationship, it is true; but what
weight can his testimony be expected to carry, seeing
that he is as complete a stranger to Mrs. Wingford
as is the foster-father of her protégé ? Then again,
presuming that he chooses to admit the claim which
his uncle is to put forward, as he probably will, I
cannot imagine a schemer like him being so devoid
of resource as to be unable to account for any dis-
crepancies which the old man’s shabby appearance
might suggest. There is not the slightest use in us

buoying ourselves up with hopes that common-sense

shows us are certainly doomed to be shattered ; so

let us look the danger that confronts us fairly and
fearlessly in the face, and try to devise some means

of overcoming it if possible.”
«1 don’t wish to be understood as meaning to
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upbraid you, old fellow,” he replied, after g long
silence, and as we were about to part for
“but I really do wish that you had not
my simple faith. The doubts you have
are not quite calculated to hasten my
night ; good-night !”

The evil influence which the doubts referred to

had on the night’s rest of both was very apparent
when we met at a somewhat ]
following morning

the night
disturhed
awakened
repose. Good-

ate breakfast on the
; but although each could not

fail to notice the haggard appearance of the other,
the matter was

from either.
Having

allowed to pass without any comment

partaken very sparingly of a very tempt-
ing meal, it was suggested by one of us that we
should go for a stroll through one of the magnificent
public gardens with which the great city abounded;
and thither we went accordingly, in anything but a
rapturous mood,

Floral and other beauties we found in great
profusion, and the dulcet melody of rejoicing song-
birds was to be heard on every hand; but they
failed to attract any but the most cursory attention

from Mac and myself, as we wandered listlessly
among scenes of enchantment

sorrowfully brooding
on the sadness of our fate,

This we continued to do until about noon, when,

JRLA

Fiwile

P g

P
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in accordance with an arrangement which we }:;d
made on the previous evening, we proceedec.] tfo. z
railway-station to meet Mr. PeI:I.WIth am.i his nrxa;
Kniggs, and convey them stealthily to their temporary
ho?:;‘y soon after having arrived at our dt?stina..tu;n
the train conveying those we expected glided 119{ ro
the station, and the beaming faces of- our recently-
made friends could be seen at the wmdo-ws c»f‘1 olne
of the cars, from which they saluted us W.lth w1‘d y-
waving handkerchiefs as soon as we came into Vl:l:t

As we approached them, it could be s.een. i
they had a lady for a travelling compamo:.l ,tance
that she was not merely a casual acquamf e
could easily be gathered from the amount o et
tention bestowed upon her by the gentlemen,

i by Mr. Kniggs.

mc:: Ziﬁzcﬂg Iyrightly conjectured, th(? Stn:f;i:;
to whom we were presently proudly mt:;o 55
by her brother-in-law, prc?ved to -bil ln(;:wd -
than Mrs. Plantagenet Kniggs, .a. kindly- '
rather handsome woman of middle z;fe;vi‘b:h -
dently regarded my friend and‘myset o
a large degree of motherly 113teress, ok b;vere
doubt, to the highly-coloured picture

i t exploits
presented to her concerning our recen P

and adventures. R
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W?thout. waiting to deposit his share of
multifarious parcels, etc., which the Widov‘j c?e th;
. em
Ee;c?:jris efothhePJour.lsney in the vehicle intend:d
el re,s r.t' enw.lth broke forth into anxious
iy 111):: i‘lf hhl; nephew; and on learning
13 met that interesting per-
;:I‘];f;’ ;?Edca;]l.ed hl.S inforr.nant aside, andgalf)'ter
kg healtllin with various questions bearing
o and general movements of his
=il ; proceed.ed to treat him to sundry
scences of which his “boy”
the central figure, ;

thioillllli:g t‘tould 'ha,ve pleased Mr. Kniggs better
i anxmlf;oceedmg 0.11 his friend’s part ; for he
had trans irego (lilea'r L oy thing of importance
to the Bii.:ho urmg their absence in relation
A Psh and it gave me an opportunity
B e o

of the lyinge[: emm—l was highly delighted to hear
allowed hirf 1; ast in which Mr. Walter Penwith
social pOSitigse to indulge concerning his uncle’s
s tn on Farth; and the lady's sympathies
4 IP)]; a:;uched. when I told of the very decided

received at Mrs, Wingford’s hands,

and the avow
ed cause thereof
: ¥ ; and al Tary’
peculiar action in cancelling : also of Mary's
fe]

was always

- her engagement with
aC as a congsequent event, e
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«] suppose it is a very wicked thing to do,” she
said; “but I cannot help hoping that the inves-
tigations I am here to make, in consequence of
the unfavourable report received from my brother-
in-law about the young man, may Pprove that he
has not been quite an immaculate steward. It 1is
more than probable, indeed, that he has not; for I
know now that he can be guilty of falsehood. He
won my confidence to such an extent that I en-
trusted him with the investment of a considerable
amount of money, chiefly because he proved to me
when first we met that he knew my late husband’s
brother ; but with gross untruthfulness he repre-
sented Mr. Kniggs, not as his uncle’s partner, but
as that gentleman’s mining overseer, or something
of that sort.”

I could not help hoping, too, that my mendacious
enemy might prove to be an unjust steward, and
said so frankly, after which I went on to explain
that the pronounced nature of my uncharitable
attitude towards the man was due to the circum-
stances which I had advanced to Mac with such
depressing effects on the previous night.

«You take altogether too gloomy 2 view of our
prospects of success, I assure you,” Mr. Kniggs told
me, with a confident smile, “and I hope to prove
the fact amply before many hours have passed.
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B .
ine(;ausi{ .of C@I‘t&ll.fl terms of affection which he used
BTanliz(al 1[11:1itoil hlSBTl];CIG, you seem to take i Sfir
. 1e Dbishop, a i 1
0 ) ol
misty;;enmayT lIl'est assur.etfi that you are entirelg
. base‘ 3 e .h)‘Fpocnmca.I remarks upon which
impressinoy Ml.‘ OPIDIOE} were used for the purpose of
5 mustanotlf Bessie Wingford and her mother,
s 1., reane l;qegarded as a genuine expression
stand if you k y felt, a3 you would readily under
as I do. He \:;;V the man’s nature as thoroughly
of my old friend thpmmptly disavow all knowledge
him ; certainl ottt he is confronted with
me before inyhé-icou.t the idea of ever baving seen
i tl]: life; and probably conclude by
of the maf t: = blusterous fashion characteristic
for conspirac g’?}j ue both in charge of the police
B !l then Mu Kpig
she does so tlz:)n tl.le scene; and at the instant that
come to an’ ine1 r?gn of Mr, Walter Penwith will
hold, and the g;*lous i e Wingford house-
S (:;1 ook for all you young people, who
bright ¥ distressed at present, will become as
Thes:nd cheerful as heart could PR

e tr:;;ii olf encouragement, were spoken in
the railwa, gy fashion, that before we left

Y premises he had succeeded in inspiring
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th as much confidence as he professed to
when soon afterwards he found

ving a private chat with Mac

me Wi
possess himself; and

an opportunity of ha
on the subject, he experienced no difficulty whatever

in reassuring him as well.



CHAPTER XVIII

SooN after d iti
- epositing Mr, Kni
with safi ; g Mr. Kniggs and M .
Wingfz Zly st thei allotted quarers, Zoen and I;;enb
T Put in an 'y an 0
together ppearance ; and we all 1
promise tsu:)is"? li?ntly, and prior to redeemizlic}'z}ij
sit them which g
revi we had m
P Onous daty to Mr. Cringe and his party e
ayin s 5
taken tl})leyufn 8 st roforred to, after having
against the OBt'II;I'eCautiona,ry e b gua,rz
possibility of th :
aware of th ; e Bishop becomi
i Eartlheba:rlval of Mr. Kniggs an}zl his E:;i
found all theI: ore we wished him to do so, we
in a sort of e]m bers of the party visited assen:bled
arge summer-house in the hotel

grounds
oo ,]i:;};:re,M raucous_of voice and horrent of
s r. Fussi was wildly declaiming
-G tx;n).z, selfishness, and unscrupulous-
818 In general, and the rotten con-
246 5
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dition of society that permitted their existence in
particular.

It was amusing %0 observe the trouble to which
those to whom he addressed his distasteful observas
tions went in order, if possible, to make believe that
they were paying 1o attention whatever 10 his
remarks; but if they thought that he was to be
deterred by their make-believe from availing him-
self of an opportunity which he might never get
again, they were very much mistaken. He had
five representative capitalists more nearly at his
mercy than he was likely ever to have them again;
and he was determined that the occasion should
not be allowed to pass without their peing still
further enlightened on the subject of the adverse
opinions he held of their class and its methods.

Herein lay another reason why the plutocratic
members of the party should welcome our arrival
in their midst, since our ‘advent was certain to have
the effect of diverting the attention of their mer-
ciless tormentor; and the reception we received
at their hands was correspondingly gracious and
flattering.

We did not, of course, require to be told that
they were all excessively impatient to hear what
progress had been made towards securing their
return to the homes from which they had been 80

very mysteriously spirited away ; but Mr. Cringe lost
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not a moment in acquainting us with the fact ag

soon as we entered the place of meeting,

By a sort of tacit understanding th: duty of
spokesman was relegated entirely to Winoford.
who, in his anxiety to break the news he l?ad t(;
tell as gently as possible, proceeded to furnish a
reply in vague, hesitating, and evasive terms, which
had the effect of arousing Mr. Cringe’s suspicion
and eventually kindling his wrath, '

“Excuse me for Interruptin’ you, my good sir,”
he said, glowering savagely at Bob; “but I want
to assure you that we are none of us in a temper
to listen even with a smal] show of patience to a

long rigmarole on nothiy’ in particular.  Oblige

us by sayin’ i i rad

Y 8ayin'n a plain, straightforward way, whether
gou “am - arrange for our return, an’ when, If it
oes not lie i illi
: 18 10 your power, or you are unwillin’ to
0 us this service, say so fra.nkly,

50 that we may
make other arrangerments,”

“Iam sorry to say that it does not lie in my
Power to do as you wish,”
little more hesitation ; “ nop is it possible to arrange
els‘t‘awhere for effecting the purpose you have in view.”

Not possible arrange elsewhere 2" he re-
peated. “What do you mean by that, may I ask?

of t.);'icls:erS li e were about to be made the victims
. » 18 ot treachery. Now, which is it ?
with it, like a mag { » b , which is it? Out

came the reply, after a
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«No one has the remotest intention of making

you victims of any kind, I solemnly assure yc‘)‘u 0}?08
more, Mr. Cringe,” Bob told him grs'w.e?y. W in
I tell you that it is an utter impossibility to make
desire, I merely tell you
what is an absolute fact, which I wished to ccl)lm~
municate without inflicting any greater shock ® ta]m
I could help. It is just as impossible to reachf he
earth from this planet as it is to reach the sun from

either!” ‘ : :
Had a thunderbolt fallen in their midst 1t could

consternation than this

the arrangements you

not have created greater
pregnant announcement created. e

Although it could be plainly seen that Mr. .
fears were as completely aroused as those 0 y

matters very quietly on hearing W 4 g
to say, yet he presently gave evi e.nce b
taining some doubt about the .gen}11n<13;1 o
astounding assertion by hailing, 1m his o b] ]
way, the hotel manager, who happened tz. ::i: i
at the time with some friends, and questioning
its t 1lness.
eag';.‘all;ley ::u::eoliz :Z;;: f;f the genial Boniface would

t of doubt
:gipated whatever remnan
il promptly and completely;

had elapsed to permit of

seem t
he may have had pretty
for before sufficient time
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many words being exchanged between them, Mr,

Cringe was seen to reel ominously as if intoxicated,

and afterwards fall to the ground in what proved

to be a severe convulsive fit of an epileptic nature,

The paroxysm lasted a considerable time ; and
when at length it passed away, and the sufferer was
tenderly conveyed to his room, he was pronounced
to be somewhat weak, but likely to be rapidly
restored to his usual vigorous condition of health.

During the progress of his restoration the
members of our party, ably assisted by little Fussi,
devoted all their attention to endeavouring to soothe
the distressed mental condition of the remainder
of the bereaved capitalists, and the task was found
to be a most difficult one.

The old usurer proved quite inconsolable, and
howled until he could howl no longer, in grievous
lamentation of the Iot that had befallen him.

What, he asked in his broken English, and ad-
dressing no one in particular, in most doleful accents,
would become of his poor wife and family, now that
they were leff to the mercy of the cruel world, with
1o one to look after their interests ? They would be
robbed, robbed, robbed! That is what would happen
to them, he felt perfectly sure, should they decide to
continue the business; and should they elect to
relinquish it, the same fate inevitably awaited his
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1 him so
poor customers, £0 whom 1t always afforded

L pleasure to show kindness and con&dera,bulm:;
mli;[r PFussi ventured to hint to him gently ft La;s
there was little cause to fret on accounjisz)on .
family, considering the very handsome p;‘: it
had made for them, and that he thoug g
tomers referred to might safel.y be truste bl
alone somehow without his dismife.rested zsson‘urim:
but ;e stubbornly persisted in wailing, and ¢ rf)babf;
up all sorts of fanciful pictures .of .the zo et
means that would be used by demgnmgth]gj3 pfound
disperse his hard-earned fortune, w.-vhefnhis iamhful
that it was deprived of the benefit ©
car_z:nother reflection that troubled him sorely, and

d in a whining
! i d to repeat alou
e E’vas what was to become

|)i d des 1tute Of ca.pital )
1 1 an t1 t
hlm m a Stra.ng e la-ﬂd ti i |

and every time the rather pe gl e
repeated it clicited sighs and groans
the others. =
eac‘]; ‘of s i e most earnest }Tssurazihey
ingfor / b
that tf) free citizen of Blestland, suc

f ever
would be thenceforward, need have any fear o

= - since 1
ha.‘.lll:lﬂ l(l con o

f the State to see that

lied with
every one able and willing to work was supp

voice over and over again,

: v i
was a recognized function
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an adequate chan
ance of earning a livel
B : g a livelihood
pmt: tu(tlmble but willing to labour warej am'itthat
cted ; ] i
T "; ; but promises and protestations i
e v ro
il whatever, for they unanimousl proved of
B 6 b comaortsd sly and flatly
It wa .
iy t?;eat ieﬂglth suggested that our efforts to
m should be aband
d as 1 ]
some future i s opelpl
probably haveo‘;;fmn ;tac];d e e
; n acted u
little Fussi b e
st asked and obtai ’ i\
; ined permissi
FE ‘ permission to mak
thaf fo:t-f,aﬁpe"f“ to Sir David Muntch to exercisz
monly Slipu . ;n time of tribulation which is com
posed to be the i : ;
B aristicrat peculiar attribute of the
“I am exceedi
: ingly surprised t
ivi ; y 0 see you, of
fni fn gt 89 this manner,” he said y"Ese au‘fmfim
T 5 ; n if the
ke ;}e W.hmh has overtaken him was infinitel
S an 1t really is, I should expect to see Sii]
= ;
tion. Annm};,-d.ls? lay a heroism worthy of emula-
o re:,cl 1b1t10.n of weakness, under what I
s - 121}':1')7 ing circumstances, might possibly
without astonish £ ot
plebeian i ment if given by a
Posses:ndhke myself; but when it is given b /
are the,e of the chivalric distinction ;f' whiclylr e
ek proud possessor, it would indeed b ddy 0'1;
s : e
s nc.rt excite surprise. My opinion of tl'(:e l:i
Y 18 not a very exalted one, I am free Oto
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but nothing can be more

certain than that your conduct at the present
moment does not tend to clevate your class in my
estimation. If there was anything to be gained by
it, the blubbering display might perhaps be held
excusable ; but there is absolutely nothing whatever.
There is, on the other hand, something to be lost
in the shape of valuable time; and that is being

wasted, as I understand from these gentlemen that
en us on subjects con=

confess, and it never was;

they are anxious to enlight
nected with our future home of which it is well that

we should have a general knowledge, and they
cannot get an opportunity to do so owing to this
useless repining.”s

These remarks, vigorously delivered, had an excel-

lent effect on the man to whom they were particu-
larly addressed; who, after muttering something
about his emotion b expression of

grief on realizing that he had

all he held dear frankly 2
expressed him

eing @ natural
been torn for ever from

dmitted the futility of

whimpering, and self ready and
willing to hear whatever information we had to
impart on the subject referred to by Mr. Fussi.
The force of Sir David's example operated 50
beneficially on all the others, that before many more
minutes had elapsed they were sufficiently calm and
reasonable to accompany US indoors, where it was
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decided t i

d to : !

- retire after having ascertai

ringe had so far : o

: ar recovered as to be abl i
8, and that he had expre e

still further enlightene

position.

s§ed himself anxious to be
d with regard to his unhappy

CHAPTER XIX

THE afternoon had advanced considerably towards
its close before a fitting opportunity %o make a
statement concerning the nature of the leading laws
and customs of Blestland, for the benefit of the latest
immigrant addition to its population, presented itself
to Bob Wingford, who acted throughout the trying
interval with the most praiseworthy patience and
forbearance. On the party under his guidance
being ushered into the apartment wherein we were
told Mr. Cringe awaited our arrival, we found that
the occupant was not only more than usually ferocious
he bloodshot condition of

in appearance, owing to t

his eyes, and the very scraggy state to which he had

reduced his beard and whiskers before he could be

prevented, during the early stages of his recent

paroxysm, but that he was also more than ordinarily

peevish, and not very likely to be easily managed.
255
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: ajc;:aiz {;nay be informed what compensation
R allowed by the governin’ authorities of
el ous place for the gross and unnatural out-
. ?e o which I-have been subjected ?” he roared
: fb?)r(; we had .tnne to be seated. “I have beer:
e Ifla t of fan‘uly and fortune an’ brought here
r,:,l ’s my '“'11], an’ I'd like to know what I'm
{:Joiu to get. in return. Nothin’ that it is in their
;OL; \f}fetci)n :glve me could adequately compensate me
iyl i;lry I have been called upon to sustain;
e ir:;i to know what the official estimate
il ikely to be, that is, supposin’ that it
; already fixed.”
e J:ls; iestaitedda };whlle ago to your friends here, you
e P aa;; v 1l:he State in a position to render
e perfectly 1‘ndependent of every one, as of
irse you would desire to be,” Wingford told him
:inet:ly; “and in addition to that, you will have the
y(::l:;alzlz Iia;dval:ltage of spending the remainder of
sty y ; nong a thoroughly happy and contented
Pl€; and in a land that is free in the true sense
of :.he word, and not merely in name.”
bee;tdci-s;njedbe any freer t‘han the land I have just
01]tr‘.ﬂ'geoug; mraway”from in such a mysterious an’
. ;nﬁer, was the reply bawled forth.
e li ) 1berty, there to enable me to build
Ao Iness an’ amass a vast fortune. Every-
Yy else had the same; so I'd like to know how
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anybody could want any greater freedom than

that ?”

«Precisely the same kind of liberty existed here
at one time,” Bob asserted gravely ; “but in course
of time it transpired that the people began to view
the thing with very grave suspicion. This eventually
resolved itself into a certainty that the alleged
blessing was not true liberty at all, but just the
reverse; and then reform followed as a matter of

As soon as it came to be clearly recognized

course.
private individuals,

that it would be impossible for
either separately or collectively, to amass large
fortunes out of businesses of any kind where virtual
slavery did not exist, then it could be seen that

certain changes in the laws of the nation would

surely be required if her entire people were to be

made truly free.”

«Pooh! What of that?” Mr. Cringe exclaimed
testily. “ Your knowledge of modern history must
be scant indeed if you do mot know that every
d nation on earth abolished slavery long ago.”
d it proclaimed thousands
rring song, that the stock from which
never shall be slaves, ” Sir

David said pompously; and I am sure that you

could no more listen to the gallant strains without

ng of honest pride than I could.”

such emotion,”
8

civilize

«You must have hear
of times in sti
you have sprung ¢ pever,

experiencing & feeli
«]t certainly did cause me some
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Bob admitted ; “ but since my arrival in Blestland |
ha,vle learned sufficient to enable me to ses L
entirely opposed to truth the sentiments referred Ot:v
really are. I know now that if the words ‘ ever evez
have been ’ were substituted for those used so‘as to
convert the boast into a lament, that pa.rtif:l’xlar art
of the popular refrain would exactly describepth
condition of the world’s workers everywhere.” ;

This statement was promptly branded as untrue
and also as socialistic rubbish of a daneerous type,
by Mr. Cringe ; received with contemp;uous smiles,
by h.ls friends; and applauded with the most
astonishing vigour by little Fussi,

“It is true, of course, that the civilized countries
of the world have abolished that particular form of
sla,.ver).r which sanctioned the conversion of a human
being into a chattel, and a mighty amount of credit
some‘,\ of them lay claim to for the fact,” Wingford
continued calmly; “but what real good to humanity
::s :czzughlt. ll:y that act, compared with what could
= dmp e ed by emancipating the countless

ands of what I may be allowed to call indirect
t?laves, who groan for ever in a more cruel bondage
in fvery di..vision of the unhappy globe 2” y
: Ve?yh;:f:;i:s- very ﬁn:e indeed,” sneered Mr. Cringe.
i aining, an’ very accurate as well. T have
a good deal of bosh talked about the lot of

the workin’- O 3
orkin’-man in my time ; but never before did
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T hear the extravagant statement made that it is
worse than the fate of the negro slaves of America
used to be, for that T suppose is what is meant.”

Deprecatory nods and shrugs were here indulged
in by those who sympathized with Mr. Cringe’s
views generally, and again pitying smiles were
ostentatiously exchanged between them; but the
little Leveller gave such a vociferous and enthusiastic
assent to the tenor of Wingford’s remarks, that he
incurred the grave displeasure of those from whom
he differed, with the result that a verbal squabble
promptly ensued, and had of course to be quelled
before further progress could be made.

«You may consider the statement extravagant,
Mr. Cringe, but it is perfectly true nevertheless,”
Wingford went on to say. « It was to the interest
of those who owned the slaves you allude to, to see
that the health and strength of their human chattels
were fairly well preserved ; and in order to accom-
plish that it was absolutely necessary to look to the
adequacy of their food, clothing, and shelter; but no
one except themselves has any particular interest in
the physical welfare of the numberless half-starved,
ill-clad, and often shelterless human beings who do nof

ess the right to labour for their daily bread.

even poss
by no means the only

But these poor creatures are
real but unrecognized slaves in the world. Ivery

map, woman, and child who is compelled to share
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the fruits of his or her labours with others, either
directly or indirectly, is a slave pure and simple;
and it was when this principle came to be clearly
understood that reform was initiated here, and carried
to a successful issue eventually.”

“It seems strangely illogical to hold that because
a man is poor, or has to work for his living, he is
necessarily a bondman,” Sir David said, in his
superior way. “The inexorable conditions of life
render it inevitable that many must be poor and
most must work; but I cannot see how that
universally acknowledged fact can be construed into
a proof of the existence of slavery.”

Mr. Cringe very emphatically announced his
agreement with these observations, and went on to
say sarcastically that it must be a nice place to live
in, if such principles as he then heard found general
acceptance in Blestland ; but Wingford ignored his
remarks, and proceeded to deal with those made by
Bir David.

“The opinion held by those who instituted reform
hLere seems to have been that the conditions of life
depend very largely on the people themselves,” he
said ; “and fortified by this conviction, they valiantly
addressed themegelves to the task of bringing about
such reforms as would in their judgment have the
effect of removing certain social incongruities which
they found to exist, and which very closely resembled
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and I have had practical
ve land. The first law which
ted, after a long and
the permanent
t the dominion;

those of which you
experience in our nati
they succeeded in getting enac -
bitter struggle, had for its object
abolition of direct slavery throughou
and having achieved that laudable end, they a.t 01.1(:8
directed their attention towards the emal.mlpa.tmn
of the indirect slaves, who constituted an 1nf.1n1tely
and whose condition was mfilEEd
in sad need of attention. It was of course admitted
on all hands, except by those whose pockets wer‘e
likely to be adversely affected, that the “ttl)l‘k:li:
could never be relieved ‘of their bondage whl‘e -
stupendous power of capital remaiued‘unrestn?tt? ;
but there was for a time a great diversity of opmion

as to the best means to employ to secure this Wlth:;‘.lt
They were all agreed as 10 - e
has the semblance of a right
be it derived from

more numerous class,

inflicting injustice.
fact that no human bevng

) a Power
to the unrestricted wse of any Power,

] lence,
the possession of capital, physical or ma.ntal excel e. t
so long as it 18 possible to use it to

hich
the disadvantage of others; but the schemhesldw ;ch
unded for depriving those who held s

- i umerous
richts of their very unjust possession we:c; nﬂim&emt
‘u?d varied to a great degree. A.n Act of Pa s
was passed which placed 2 limit to the amou

; but al-
interest chargeable for the use of money; bu

i were very rigidly uccess-
though its provisions werc ery rigidl and s
(=]

or any other source,

were pI‘OpO
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full i
d'y enforced, it proved of but little val
adjuster of social wrongs and inequ .-

alities. :
ence eventually demonstrated Experi-

o g ; : the utter absurdity o
e ﬁw n:qw}b;htz: :fw 96.’][‘0:'???18 avined at by ﬁ'cgnlazfmgyih{
as a loan, w?zfile/(;f:(;jjiiz;; ‘:@Mimfm’ .
= ¢ possiniity remained of extorti
- “j,l.?]@::ie:e? sz;r;‘-n J.’?’mn Tnvestments ot]eeri;ise maa:?
B -var]dent Ifact came to be sufficiently
e c, a bill r_lea?lng with this phase of the
i inm(lr}r:pliehfanswe Inanner was at once
ey j jgls]a,ture, and this was followed
R an lo:ilg-continued struggle for
ch ended in favour of the masses”

L’II- CI’ oes 1 W, e 1 t nse

tO pel‘nl.t O 1 mMaxine an OT 1 11 || 8 [l[)tl
1 f 1111]] 1 b y ( nie 0
C;. 1
»

80 much
as becauszezi}igs On. accou'nt of its distasteful nature,
ment was l‘eceivzc11LJV]:)Idhd-ehgh.13 .With which the state:
e vmicer. ¥y his political enemy, the Radical
The fi .
Vg r(s,;;dtcl)1 Sspeak, indeed, after Wingford paused,
s urer, who, trembling in every limb,
managed to Btm‘;f::ﬂtefnance purple. with ansiety,
rate at which inteer orth a question concerning the
the information WreSt Was. legally fixed ; and when
factory to hi . Sllpphefi, it proved so unsatis-
Im, although it appeared eminently

reasonab
nable to Mac and myself, that he broke out

again into gre i g
great ]EZI.II]GI:lta.t101’]J and after indulei g i
E ging 1n

et
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ong language in 2 foreign tongue, he
declared that his heart was broken, that he knew he

must starve, and then shambled from the room,
as he went, He no longer

some str

shedding copious tears
had any interest in whatever information might yet

be forthcoming.
«T am not quite sure that T understand the drift
» Qir David asserted. “You surely

fer that there is a limit placed
e from

of your remarks,
do not wish us to 1n
by law to the return which a man can recelv
capital invested in business pursuits?”

« That is precisely what T wish you to infer,” Bob
said; “and I am quite suré that when you give the
subject a little dispassionate consideration, you will
freely admit that no more just and effectual means
could be devised for dealing with the monopolistic
evil, and that in no other way could the fullest
possible proportion of the fruits of his labour be
secured for the worker.”

The displeasure of Mz, Cringe reached a height
beyond which it was impossible for it to go when he
heard these words; little Fussi, almost frantic with

another, expressing wild surprise

joy, ran from one to
that the simple expedient had never occurred to him-
and Mr. Bulgee, having

sclf or any of his confréres ;
nviction that Blestland was the

and stated his inability to listen
further acts of violence,

announced his co

home of anarchy,
to the narration of any
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followed Old Benny’
nnys example b il
bodmi ple by retiring, mutteri
i dmlly as he left that all interest in lifi en?]g
ad departed for ever, e for him

The 0] SJ IJ” 1 .(: | [ ] eplo y 0

condition 1
that is governed by such an enactment
nt as

that,” Si id sai
,. Sir David said gravely, “No one can b
e

found ’ :
indus{:,r(')flcou::e’ foolish enough to invest capital in
lal and other undertaki :
a:klnﬁ‘s since tI .
a'dVB-.A-Dta,ge to be gained by doin:’ Sl] 9 » IS
[{] = S 4
s ‘;TY ];iemded advantage is to be gained Ty o0
, Sir id” ;
R 'av1d, Bob replied; “for between the
orf interest derivable from money lent to

others fo .
r b g
usiness pul‘pDSES, and the Il]&Kimum

Tofi ic
i)ny 1;3 I:&;E:lsls tile law allows those who embark in
s ;J bconduct which it is necessary to
Ty abour, there is a substantial margin
vour of the latter, Several of the

great m .
anufacturing establishments to which I had

the ho -
nour of in :
trodumng you yesterday are con-

ducted b

but owi};ygeﬂ e;“}l:rls;ng capitalists with hired labour;
beings are emploegdaCt that 4 s only where human
the State énte?:ferez thfmP profit-malking purposes that
industries are co (,1 € great majority of Blestlandic

Yielding to t}]: ucted. on co-operative principles.”

excited Mr, FUS,-e i demands of the highly-
us some details j], ngford next proceeded to give
on the virt OI?Cern.mg the operations of the law
’ ues of which he exhibited a decided
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disposition to dwell lovingly; and every word he
had to say was as attentively listened to by the
indignant Mr. Cringe and the disgusted Sir David,
as it was by Mac and myself, although they evidently

wished to make us believe that the contrary was

the case.

«To begin with, it is illegal for any one to employ
another for the purpose of deriving a profit from his
or her labour without being duly licensed by the
State to do so,” he said; “and during the currency
of an employer’s permit he is bound under certain
penalties to furnish the Treasury periodically with
sworn statements of his business transactions. In
the event of these disclosing profit greater than
that allowed by law, the surplus becomes the

property of the State.”
“(Qh, the tyranny of 16, t
all that Mr. Cringe could trust h
«Tt is simply appalling to re
doomed to live in such 2 place
lives,” Sir David exclaimed.
people are evidently governed by despotic anarchists,
and such a thing as liberty of the subject is unknown

he tyranny of it!” was
imself to say.

for the rest of our
« The unfortunate

in the land.”
« Eyery one is at perfect liberty to do as he likes
here so long as he does not trespass on the rights of

» Wingford replied; “ and it is because the

others,
es on the rights of the

capitalist clearly trespass
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worker when he annexes an unfair share of hjg
earnings in return for the services rendered by his
wealth, that the State steps in and Pprotects the
weak. It would be as grossly unjust to allow a man
possessed of the great power which capital confers
on its owner to use his strength without restriction,
as 1t would be unfair to permit one possessed of
great physical strength to use it against his fellow-
men with impunity,”

“You might argue from this moment till dooms-
day, but you could never make me believe that it
is anything else than most scandalous tyranny to
deprive a man of the right to do what he likes with
his own,” Sir David said angrily, “No despot of
the darkest ages could have been guilty of a greater
infringement of the principles of liberty than that,
for a man might as well be deprived of his life as to
be deprived of his liberty.”

“No man ever had nor ever can have a right to
do anything which might prejudicially affect others,”
Bob replied ; “and for that reason no one should be
at liberty to do absolutely what he likes with his
own,”

“Then I suppose you wish us to believe that a
man acts prejudicially towards another,” Sir David
said, “when he provides him with employment and
pays him the current rate of wages for his labour ¢”

“The capitalist doeg no injury to his fellows by
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i r ich he
of the fruits of their labour, which h
n

g very serious

cannot legally do here, he does them a
injustice.”

LII E'lls 18 = [0 0 & A i 1 (llntv L()
. (-

was
nsequence
remain silent any longer, and the conseq

t defence
: : st extravagan
that he broke forth into a mo end, and then

i our fri
of the system described by e

igour
proceeded with gusto and Vvig
monopolist and all his works.
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“\‘ ITH th excent 10 I8 Wno see ]18!1
e

to deri
lve a ver :
Y considerable amount of amusement

from th
e oratori
torical and other vagaries of the fussy

little man
irritated, l;ufvzz 01118 present was more or less
having to listen toa;ays for the same rcason, at
abuse levelled againgt g .FUSE.&’S stock whirlwind of
under prevailing ea .t}c]apltal in its relation to labour
the fact was mjmde Al C_Onditions ; but although
could be, he was to afs Bisin to him o i priiS
former enemies o 3 U:H of resentment against his
relieved his feeling esist until he had thoroughly
but to sit Patienzf . s; S i
gzo:::‘lue gesbures,y anryl ‘:vszll::f - Vjiomus .

y an . ng at hi oo

The ﬂnniy:::;que IJO'tvers of vitilperatioz_ e’
e of Bir David and his friends at

Ving to Subm.
1t th the 1 .
n : 3
208 fliction arose from the

ha

REPURTS—
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vigour and incisiveness of the attack when it touched
upon the class to which they recently belonged, and
from the scathing nature of the terms he employed
when impugning their long-cherished convictions on
the subject with which he was dealing; but the
impatience of Wingford, Mac, and myself was due

to the fact that the time for our withdrawal was
g, and the former could not get
ng certain other information

which he said he was anxious to impart before he
left, owing to the harassing conduct of the little
Leveller. Congenial as the task undoubtedly was,
however, it had to come to a termination sooner or
later, and when at length the speaker talked himself
into such a hoarse condition that it became possible
make remarks that would not be
Sir David again proceeded to
rvations which had fallen from
lently startled himself

rapidly approachin
an opportunity of imparti

for others to
altogether inaudible,
comment on the obse
Wingford, and which had so vio
and his friends.

«7 think I understood

Wingford, that there are some
carried on here by private individuals with the

assistance of hired labour,” he said. It seems
incredible that any one could be found who would
take all the cares and anxieties inseparable from the
conduct of business affairs on their shoulders for the
sake of the extra interest to be obtained for capital

you to say & while ago, Mr.
industrial concerns
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1

inadequate r
q eturn to allow a man for the exercige

Of t}l te“e[ an ‘l e em Il) llell'r 0 t}l(}qe bu 93

qualiﬁcations l icl
W1 3 i
Cll are essen laI to success espe
es t ’ -

cially where the
amount of oy 1 i
il money invested is not
0" It . .
& \;:'ould be unjust to insist on any free man
ng his services for nothj
. ung under that or
other condition” e
n,” Bob replied, “and f;
y or that rea
e : S0
& ;3; imployex of human labour is permitted to
" . ;
" ﬂll tmself in the statements furnished by him
e e Treasury with such an amount as the official
ust
= ;] ezs of SUCl'l matters report his services towards
4 ;;)n 1..10t of his business to be worth.”
g Ot],J,IIn? could be fairer than that,” shouted Mr.
arran.e hary .fa,uIt is to be found with such an
-y 8’; hment, 1t 18 that too much consideration has
admirero:;lllft'O arll undeserving class. Still, as an
air i
oy play, I am not disposed to quarrel
Wingford’ i
receivjl E;)l;i :hexpilana,tmn was favourably if silently
€ others also, cven M i i
) o
to become slightly mollified igods:
“We h :
Pl thate?{r 80 much of universal Justice an’ fair
gt suppose I needn’t ask whether the
§ guaranteed by the State against loss,”

he presentl i

¥ said sarcasticall
1 IR e We s Tt i
sided justice indeed if he wasn’t.” ould be lop
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« You would be strictly correct if you said that it
would be lopsided justice indeed if he was,” Wingford
« He takes a certain risk by en-

answered calmly.
s of gain, and as he

gaging in business for purpose
does so of his own free-will, it would be scarcely fair
to hold his fellow-citizens responsible for any loss

he might make, seeing that they could not partici-

pate in the legitimate profit which might possibly

result.”

«They forcibly deprive him of part of his profits
under certain conditions, you tell us,” Mr. Cringe
continued, “an’ that bein’ 5o, it would be only right

to compensate him in the event of his sustainin’ a

loss instead of makin’ a profit.”

«The State does not deprive hir
which properly belongs to him,” Bob replied; “be-
cause whatever profit he makes in his business in
excess of what the law declares to be a fair and just
return for the capital invested in it, represents
extorted from the public at large,
tly be returned to them

n of anything

money unjustly
and which should consequen
by the only equitable means available.”

«Tt is to my mind a very questionable means
d of raising revenue,” Sir David remarked
should not be surprised to hear that
derived from that source
overnmental expenses, or
portion of them. That,

indee
severely, but T
a sufficient income Was
by the State to defray all g
at least a considerable pro
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surely, cannot be held to b 1 i
of taxation ?” M
Practically speaking, the source you allude to

’ie
hi ldS no revenue at 311, and fOI' two reasons ! W]'Ilff
] -8

ford informed him. “One is, that co-operation

among producers is very largely in vogue, for obvious
reasons, and as the reformers intended it should be;
and th.e other is, that employers of hired human’
labour invariably prefer to give their workpeople the
I'Jex.neﬁt of any surplus profit that may arise to paying
it ll’ltf) the public Treasury, which is but natural.”

This elicited frantic applause from Mr. Fussi once
more, who, after having indulged in rapturous ex-
travagances for a time, fiercely demanded to be
told by-Sir David who had a better right to surplus
product than those who were its actuZl producers ?
The 'question was treated with contemptuous silence
by him to whom it, was addressed, and the Leveller
resentfully launched out into a fresh denunciation
of the enemies of labour, before Mac, who kept
guarfi over him to prevent a repetition of that kind
of thing if possible, could prevent him.
taif::d bsznge;eginded that his future home con-
oty IIelm.less of labot'lr, however, and that
g ained something to be learnt about

ystem of Blestland, he became appeased,

ang, the conversation was continued.

The man who employs his capital in the work

E—
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of production here is a very much truer friend of
the people than he would be on Earth,” Bob con-
tinued; “for while it is mot to his interest to
impoverish those who work for him by cutting
down their hire, his presence acts as a foil to the
conductors of co-operative concerns who might be
tempted to enter into business combinations which
ejudicial effect on their fellows.
in short, have here been trans-

would have a pr

The monopolists,
formed by law into foes of monopoly; and the

workers, instead of being oppressed, have been

converted by the same process into possible, but
very improbable, oppressors.”

« And even if the operation of the law did give
the worker a little advantage over the bloated
Mr. Fussi interjected wildly, “ would it
not be infinitely better that a million men should
be allowed to tyrannize over one Inan, than that

one man should be allowed to tyrannize over a
just a million times better,

capitalist,”

million? It would be
I take it; but I freely admit it to be better still

that neither should be allowed to tyrannize over
I think you have said sufficient, Mr.
Wingford, to give us all a tolerably clear idea of
the legal position occupied by labour and capital
in Blestland; would you mind explaining what
attitude the State assumes with respect to the

the other.

ownership of land ?”
i
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“The laws passed by the reformers prohibit the
private ownership of land, the supreme control of
which is vested in the State,” was the reply. “The
commonwealth itself is the universal landlord.”

“I felt sure before you spoke that that would be
your answer,” Mr. Fussi said gleefully; because
the principle that permits any one to set up an
exclusive claim to the smallest atom of land, and
the law that upholds his pretensions, are equally
unjust and abhorrent.”

Mr. Craftson, whose interest in the conversation
had hitherto been rather passive than active, became
suddenly very alert on hearing these remarks; and
he presently manifested a disposition to become
Inquisitive,

“I have been in dread of such a development
all my life,” he gasped; “and here it is at last!
I have always prayed fervently that the reign of
public robbery and spoliation would never overtake
me; but I have lived to be overwhelmed by it
nevertheless, After what I have hecard of the
scandalous bondage to which the man of capital is
consigned in this accursed place, I should not be
in the least surprised to learn that the area which
& man may lease, even, is circumscribed by law.
Is it so, pray?”

; “It is quite competent for any one wishing to
invest money in that direction to lease any ared

A VISIT TO BLESTLAND A

so long as its magnitude does not become such as
to menace the rights of the public,” Wingford replied
cheerfully ; “ but I need hardly tell you that capitajl
so invested for the purpose of making money 13
subject to precisely the same legal restrictions t.hftt
govern it when invested for the same purpose in
general industrial pursuits. That is to say, the
moment that a man employs another for the pur-
pose of deriving a profit from his labour b.y.t.he
cultivation of the soil, that moment his responsibility
to the State becomes exactly the same as that of
the manufacturer who employs his fellow-creatures
with the object of making money out of what they
produce.” .
«Then of course he prefers to inves

in house property,” Mr. Craftson continued. e
I can safely say that it 18 a
her satisfactory form

t his capital
“Speak-

ing from experience,
highly remunerative and altoget

: 2
of investment. ;
«Tt is not one whit more remunerative here than

¢ available form,” Bob explained ; “ be.ca.fzse
more rent for a building

he amount of capital it

any othe
it is illegal to demand any

1d be received for 1 :
sl had the money been invested in any

added, of course, to the ground-rent

State for the site it occupies.”
er of workmen clubbed together

represents
other way,
pa.yable to the
b

« Suppose a num i 3
and erected a structure without any aid whatever
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from others,” the ex-landlord asked again, “
amount of rent could they charge for tibl 2 Wh?”‘
el g e use of it
4 W{Ez]t; ?:1 ::::1]; 1}? thety csuld receive for the sum
o zmve to be officially valued befor
they could let it at all” Wingfo . i "e a
Posmg the amount to be inveZteild ize};he(i;d -
pursuit, plus ground-rent, as in the case I I;l u(fmg
mentioned,” : e
L .E;?d 1‘11‘ the event of their wishing to realize
3 r. Craftson went on to say, “is there any-
thing to prevent them doing so, and to t by
advantage ?” S %
“Nothing whatever,” was the answer. “The
1::ould] be at perfect liberty to sell and make thy
est deal they could.” L e
tberﬁt‘:,sza;ns]) to Tne that a door is left open to fraud
eﬁ'ect, g avid remarked; “for could they not
el . a,(;n sale a.'t many times the value of the
g, and so0 obtain a much higher rent for their
prszefty than they otherwise could 2 ”
e tl:: ﬁ:?:}:legfhmg is ”a sham an’ a fraud from
- b . ; ir David,” Mr., Cringe said savagely.
. aale t-oolfar beneath contempt to be
s gl ny .senmble man’s attention, They
tyrannércal.very,tly?g that is cruel, unjust, an’
> ; an’ 1t's dreadful to think that for the
ure we shall have to obey them,”
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« Devices of the kind you mention would in no

them, I am happy to say, had they
Sir David,”

“for the

way assist
dishonest designs on their neighbours,
Bob said, entirely ignoring Mr. Cringe ;
State takes mo cognizance
between buyer and seller.
official

simple reason that the
whatever of transactions
The authorities are guided solely by their
valuers in such matters.”

“ Supposing that I chose to rent a holding
ten

from the State at an annual rental of, say,

pounds, and that something subsequently hap-
s value tenfold,” Mr. Craftson

pened to increase it
« what would be the result

asked once more;
to me?”

« Your ground-rent would be proportionately in-
» Wingford replied. “You could
follow-citizens to give you for

creased, of course,’
not fairly expect your
ten pounds something valued at & hundred.”
old being sub-let ab
» he further in-

«Tn the event of my leaseh
ase in value,

the time of its incre
d not I, would have to bear

quired, “ my tenant, an
the increased tax, 1 presume g

«Your leasehold could mot be sub-let, because
sub-letting 18 prohibited by law,” he was informed ;
“put the occupier of any premises belonging to you
which might be erected thereon, would, of course,
have to pay any increase 1n the ground-rent of

whatever Jand was devoted to his use, just as he
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would have to get the benefit of any decrcase in its
value that might take place from any cause,”

“A grand system, isn’t it, Sir David 2” Mr. Cringe
asked. “A man enhances the productive value of
his holdin’ by his labour, the use of his capital, or
both combined, an’ he is straightway taxed for his
pains by a paternal government, whose aim, we are
told, is to do justice to all!”

“I was just about to explain that he is not taxed
for anything of the kind, Mr. Cringe ; but you did
not give me time,” Wingford continued, “He is
not called upon to contribute a farthing to the State
on account of any honestly-earned improvement
which may be brought about in the value of his
leasehold ; but he is compelled to pay a proportionate
tax on any value that may be added to it without
his assistance, financial or otherwise. In other
words, he is heartily welcome to what is actually his;
but no claim that he may make to what is not, can
under any circumstances be allowed.”

Various other details which it is unnecessary to
record here, were touched upon by the speaker before
Wwe retired for the evening; but nothing that he
could say could reconcile our plutocratic friends in
the smallest degree to the social system whose laws
they were destined thenceforward to obey. They

could see nothing in such a form of Saverniigg]
they alleged, but what was tyrannous and unjust;
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as in bitterly deploring the

v 1mo
e be cast in a land of

fact that their future lot was to
i lavery.
ungrir:ialsy the yoppmsite effect was priiz(if;:z’t;
as Mr. Fussi, Mac, and myself were W
the unfolding of Wingford's statt?men , B
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efforts into a channel w

herein there ;
111 ere 8
bility of meeting with t] 13 some possi-

. 1at success whi 1
ondp - ich their
entions deserve, if their methods do not it

st::)dcl:arly now that it is hopeless to expect
fngagez :;m;e from 'thfa fight in which they are
e r,rhe I{;ng as 1t 1s conducted on ijtg Present
. fﬁ;ﬂes of reform advocated by my
R, 1:hl .nevelj meet with general acceptl-
i €y invariably imply the working o

ce to somebody; but if they asked the

I can
much

people to pass such laws as Mr. Wingford has d
3 de- -

scribed i
» they could not fail to win general sympathy

ar.ld a.ttenti a
on V' o {1
) Ild ha, 1Ilb once Secured these, th R

:zsfa::md S.ure]y follow. What would I not give
i ducti— zr:hm ISUCh a campaign! The motto of its
Land, and _Zj:: e L's—Labour,
not into one Or"’i;&nd they should carry the war
inhabited cc:untr e i |
B o Y on the face of the globe! What
upon a Poliitoispf% that would be! Fancy entering
B C&.l;n.rarfa.re with a reasonable hope of
A t;emtlh lol]:is upon millions of the human
ef’nsigﬂed, and tora;vh(;cmh B o
signed, by the ca
being able 10 q
restoring all th

ik their ancestors were con-
pitalist and land monopolist ! Fancy
01 something, however little, towards
Biate 4o o0 ;: 1a.nd on the fa::e of the earth to the

ole, to whom it really belongs, and

towards putting

9

8 -responsible for his failur
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* “denly blazed with fury, an
' -a bitter attack on those W
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o reasonable limit to the truly

enormous coercive power of capital | It is indeed
maddening to thinlk that although the knowledge
of how best to abolish tyranny and oppression has
ast, I am, and always shall be, utterly

here it is so sorely needed.”

athetic tones in-
e trend of
his want
that were

come to me at |

unable to use it W

These remarks were made In P

dicating genuine distress; but when th

his thoughts led him to reflect solely on

a reformer, and the causes
e, his large dark eyes sud-

d he again Jaunched into
ho had been his political
d an opportumity of
held on the subject

of success as

foes, and who had never misse

persecuting him for the views he

of social reform. . =
The sweet-sounding chimes of 2 dlstant:: clock
d arrived at which the

announced that the hour ha ‘ bt
members of our party had to withdraw Wihl .e he
eloquence Was still in full

torrent of his declamatory : :
flood : but as Mr. Cringe and his friends retired too,
the r:noment we rose to leave, he would probab]y

e before long for want of

bring his attack to a clos

an audience,
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IN accordance with
the course o ; 5 aljmngement made duri
B Ofu:h(, (‘]&Y, Wingford and young Zezr{f
. a“pis,lty.on the eventful evening to
B oo ooking forward so anxiously; but
Bpirits, and Mf Igzieg::emzd} to be in the best of
there was . gs and his friend especi
ence amot:;[)lf:mtng . fee-]ing e impatieni inagzi:\f:
R o fzell?ermlt of our lingering long at
us to make Premat:lng Was responsible for impelling
coming visit to Wi s Pffparations for our forth-
every one who intmgford s, and also for making
restless and ﬁdgetyendifottz)jom .16 exooedingly
lrf]p&tient of the party was h-};raﬂy Tl’lea.ns the least
2:’};‘;;:;11 thither with surpris.irimf]iz.i‘:ho .
. g y and for

g h’ i
heﬂ the tlm ha.d alnlOSt i
b a l"l'v‘ed

excellent imitation of the working
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departure, he burst in upon us smilingly,

taking our
ention to a bundle

and triumphantly directing our att

he carried, gleefully announced that it contained an
clothes which Mr.

Penwith had been accustomed to wear in his gold-
and that he had had considerable

digging days,
hat was wanted.

trouble in procuring exactly W

And hereupon consternation was promptly spread
ling approval at his

e else who was
for the

amongst us; for instead of smi
friend’s announcement, as every on
present did, Mr. Penwith expressed sorrow
fact that Mr. Kniggs should have put himself to any
ith reference to the matter mentioned,
ther consideration he
that the proposed
tted from the pro-

inconvenience w
since on giving the subject far

had arrived at the conclusion

masquerading had better be omi

gramine, for more Ireasons than one.
«Tn the first place,’ he said, “it is nob by any
a to contemplate having to

room in the working
ext, T would not like
which

means a pleasant ide
their drawing-
d in the n
have so often said before,
might seem to imply that I harboured the least
doubt about the Jad’s loyalty. It would grieve me

of his being made the victim of

ear
by any one else; and that being s0,

t to take any action calculated to

meet ladies in
garb of a miner; %
to do anything, a8 I

very much to h

not consen

give him an erroncous impression myself.”
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4 IzO\:na;l ({):Eno%ltsil to {ﬂote .how slow the old gentleman
s Wl:d : (I:":ljnil:end l\f‘fr. Kniggs, Sir Dawid’
pie?e‘ change that hadD t,azzz 1;;;&1;?1;3 ﬂ: COI'D‘
position since his arrival in Blestland ill[s:o dn'anmab1
sefam'to occur to him for g moment' that hld B
practically as destitute as it was possible efowas
ma - 1 E
Mr'n éiiobi - fand. 1t.certain1y did not oceur to
ol los:i ;t (;r 1 S ].Jﬂ.d he would certainly
= moment 1 reminding him of the
twicflzoc;ft ﬁ}egeepest distress were exchanged be-
e hose present, but Wingford gave no

eing in the least taken aback on hearing

Mr., P ith’
enwith’s announcement, After a little hesi-

tation, th
e .
» cause of which we soon afterwards under-

stood, Bob .
i d13'1T0fzeed‘c-,d to give reasons for dissenting
i zzlsm?l of which we had just heard, and
SR Samered o, wo o
disappointment, uld cause us so much bitter
“ Pardon .
i ;ue, ];flIr Penwith,” he said, “ for directing
as possible t:'w ich T am anxious to do as delicately
seem to Ox‘rerl 01]1: R G matler which SR
ook. A few short days ago you were a

man of very consi

iderable wealt
must remember that, 5 b, I am told ; but you
you Since f,hen.

planct to that

” great change has come upon
wh'(jtilonly do you inhabit a different
Ich you have hitherto inhabited,
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but your financial position has also undergone a very

radical change.”
Mr. Kniggs, who had been nursing the rejected
bundle of clothing dejectedly, on hearing these last

excitedly to his feet, his face all

few words, jumped
t the

aglow; and Mr, Penwith started violently a
same time, as if in dire affright.

“Why, of course it has,” the former said delight-
edly; I never thought of that. The simple fact is,
my dear old friend, that you and I are as poor as
Milun once aaore.. We shall have 1o take a fresh

hand in the battle of life in which we have fought
This we are not afraid to do;
the result, for from
ling us, those who
o fairest of fair

side by side so long.
nor need we have any fear as 0
what Mr. Wingford has been tel
have to work for their living get thi

play here.”
Cheery words

of encouragement wWere also ad-

dressed to the old gentleman by Wingford and the
young Blestlander, and the result was that in th.e
2 w minutes the philosophic side of his
clf, and he expressed himself as

perfectly reconciled to the altered position, especially
he future be near his adopted son.

as he could in t .
«You said something awhile ago, by the way,

about being disinclined to give him a false impres-
concerning your social position when your meet-

presently,” Mr. Kniggs went on 1o

course of a fe
nature asserted 1ts

sion
ing takes place
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remind him ;

“do you not thinjk th
dressed ag yo

1 are now, he woy]
form g Somewhat erroneoyg opinion o
to say the very least?”

The simple olq soul
tion, which seemed to gt
minute oy two, at the

admitted that what Mr,

certainly take place under the conditions mentioned,
“Nothing ¢oylq be more natural than that he

should Jump to the conclusion that fickle fortune
had at Iagt smiled upon yo

Kniggs suggested would

u,” Mr. Kniggs continued,
“if he met you in the garb of 5 prosperous man; and
it would but aqdq to his disappointment to be told
that the Jade had done 80, but that, unlike my sister-
in-law, you were not permitted to bring the fruits of
her smiles ¢, Blestland.,”

“There is 5 good deal of force in what you say,
Kniggs” My, Penwith replied gravely, «It would
be very cruel to excite hopes in the poor hoy's

breast which woulq afterwards have to be ruthlessly
shattereq.

Time is about up, so bring along your
bundle,”

Had he not been the mogt simple-minded of men,
he could not, but haye Suspected, from the injudicious
eXpressiong of Joy which hig significant command
elicited from ) Present, that we had some secret
reason for wishing him ¢, act in the way he had

at if he met you
d be rather apt to

D the subject,

mused over hijg friend’s ques-
agger him a little too, for a
end of which he frankly
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eterm 3 i :

encounter. ey
This, of course, did not apply to his frien enti;e}y
ho a; he well knew, was actuated by an e
L. i on
different motive ; but it algilled t’r:}o ;vi;i o
{ oung Zeen
present, for even y

i in hand.
interest in the business we had in -
“I shall soon be able to prove OS;]y i
your satisfaction, Kniggs, what a lfgrto o
i allowed yourse o
estimate you have e ek
! fer” Mg SLg -
Walter’s character, o
pooive all drove off to our destmal?mnno e
t=]
3‘; ou presently that the boy 1s i
1 a
: (c)lwt}ft you have done him a gre
an ﬂl »
thinking differently.

lk-n.d W]‘len 0 'y

p 1 1 w ol y erro and po Ogl lIlg
leaSU T a ]. Z

tainly do
it.” his friend replied; “ and I sh‘all i twi- to
ey ?li . everything that lies in my p
in the future

be proved to
ation, should any amends
make repar :

. ”» . 1
him. d Wingford’s
be due to . due course approache g
Having 1n

ient, it was
Jv as was deemed expedien ol
abode as 0105];‘3{;:2 Zeen, and Bob shou'ld recm; i W;
decided th;thoult'i remain with the widow, w.
and that 1§

-in-law, and
on the journey, her brother-in-la
picked up
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Mr. Penwith in the vehicle, where we should pe
secure from observation until their retur,
Strategy had to be resorted to, in order tg house
our friends without letting them b
one; but after a litt]e delay the ta
plished, and all three being securel

Bob’s library, the remainder of the
the drawing-room,

e seen by any

Y ensconced in
Party retired to

On entering we found the Bishop engaged in an
animated conversation with Mrs, Wingford, on a
subject which we rightly conjectured had a bearing
on the mission of which he was the leading light;

and the girls gat listlessly by, devoting but very little
attention to his remarks

» Judging by appearances,
At the conclusion o

f the formal greetings which
took place on our arrival, Mr, Walter Penwith
favoured Mac and myself with a glance or two each
of ferocious hate, and then Proceeded to explain, with
a vindictive gleam in his dark, evil eyes, that he had
been telling the ladies before we entered of a ray of
sunlight that had that day penetrated the sombre
Pall in which Blestlang was spiritually enveloped,

and that he wag quite sure we took sufficient interest
in the salvation of souls to hear of

made by the mission with pleasure,

“The ray is 5 tiny one, no doubt,” he continued;
“but oh, so Precious, and pregnant with encourage-
ment! In the pursuit of my labours in a certain

any forward step
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. ticed
large inland centre of poi)ulamo;r,oiinlia:;?s ;)(:-,ition
during the last month or .wo a i ta e
on the part of some of its inhabitants to O.
the glag tidings of which I was the bearz:"l, a(-;ig::g
consequence has been that I have r‘c‘fen i);deed to
a very considerable amount Of. atte'n'lo referred to,
the dear people. Beyond the dlspoml;nto denote a
however, nothing very definite i his morning,
proper awakening among them unmeG :d the poor
when, on my arrival in their midst, I OIr_I[‘he moment
creatures in an actual state of fermeﬂb.tha,t there was
I alichted from the train I could Sez xcitement in
a co?:lsiderable amount of unwonte th‘?s was to be
the air, but I had no idea wf;:'ing at my hotel,
e un.tii i(}ozh:ftiirt;bitants waited ull))o?;
" i bounded delight cO}xrteously .u-
= e d me to discontinue my mis

slleging as & reason
sionary labours amongst ;h;z; I caused dissension
for preferring g o existed before. My soul
to arise where none ev.er“ oy 8 I exhorted my
was filled with exceeding ]

the awful con-

. terviewers to reflect on of i

benighted inte tine while there was y J
penting

that it did not detract from my
after I dismissed the first

n

l-merited rebuke, that another

1 te
very seriously reques

(5]
sequences of not T .
and you may be sur(m
delicht to hear, S
o

; 1
jon with a we ; embers
deputene  aims, and chiefly composed of m
ith opposite aIms -
w1t
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of the fair sex, to their credit be it said, wished t
speak with me, and acquaint me with t,heir VieWsO
Needless to say, I had no hesitation in giving these.
a solemn promise, to the effect that the orooc(’i fight
would never be abandoned by me so loncrbas I pis-
ses'sed strength and freedom to carry it ;u. Every-
thing proceeded very satisfactorily up to this point
and I felt perfectly justified in assuming that m);
good friends were in fact and in deed conv:rted ; but
I soon found that in doing so T was greatly mistaken,
They are willing enough that I should continue to
hold my meetings, and express themselves ready to
attend them and listen to my arguments; but they
gave me plainly to understand that I have not yet
succeeded in completely convincing them, Here,
then, is the most vulnerable point in the armour of
unbelief in which Blestland is encased, so far as I
have been able to judge, and towards it the best
efforts of the mission must be directed. I shall, of
eourse, follow up whatever little advantage I have
gained to the begt of my ability, but I am very much
fe\.fra,id my progress will be slow, since I am so sadly
n need of assistance, Tt is Just possible that I may
be fortunate enough to win a recruit or two from
Mr. Cringe’s party; but the possibility is a very
remote one, I fear, unless the recent change in the
current of their lives has chastened their hearts, and
cured them of their worldliness, I was very much
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gratified to learn from the young ladies a while ago
that they have hopes of ultimately inducing you,
gentlemen, to join in the meritorious work ; and that
being so, let me implore you in the name of all you
hold sacred not to waste precious time, especially in
view of this day’s developments to which I have
alluded. Do not, I beseech you, fly in the face of
your Maker by refusing to toil in the vineyard. An
opportunity now presents itself for your acceptance,
the like of which H

Before he could proceed any further with his
onslaught, which I clearly foresaw he would male,
Wingford and Zeen, both of whom had withdrawn
at the opening of the Bishop’s address, re-appeared

upon the scene, and with well-simulated excitement,
further arrivals from the

the former announced

planet Earth.
“On glancing at a list of

rested on that of Penwith,” N
“and as it struck me that the owner of this might

o the gentleman present

their names my eye
he went on to say;

be in some way related t . ' .
who bears the same name, I interviewed him

without a moment’s delay. It gives me very great
nee, and I am sure it will give

th endless delight to hear, that
none other than his uncle and

pleasure to annou
Mr, Walter Penwi
the new-comer 1S

foster-father ! &

At the first mention of his surname the Bishop
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he finished speaking,

“I sh

‘angfordou:? ;‘jzl ‘Very much obliged to you, Mr,

- vould but select some one el
as a butt for your practical jokes, i 4
e o : :]0 es, if you really must
? Timz iy toooll) :;Ccijj ::amty,” he sna.,rled savagely,

o » and the subjects to which
my attention is devoted are altogether too serious
to make tomfoolery in any shape acceptable, so far
as I am concerned, Besides, it is very unkind of
you to ruthlessly awaken the saddest memories of
my life, merely to gratify a passion for practising
senseless deception.”

As could easily be seen, he made a powerful effort

to utter this stern rebuke in calm and dignified
tones ; but try how he would he could nof? com-
pletely disguise the fact that he was the victim
of a grave apprehension,
. “The best way to prove that what I have stated
18 true is to produce the gentleman in the flesh, I
suppose,” Bob replied coolly; “and as I have made
preparations for such g contingency by bringing him
along with me, I can soon do that.” #:

St? saying he stepped briskly towards the door
II?.’:tdIDg to the library, in the midst of a profound
silence ; and a moment later Mr. Penwith came
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rushing forward with outstretched hands and beam-
ing visage to greet his long-lost nephew.

The latter contemplated his uncle’s approach with

a cruel expression of countenance and a hard, stony
stare; but he made no attempt whatever to meet
the affectionate advances of his foster-father, nor did
he give the most remote sign of having recognized
him,
“Why, Walter, my boy, what is the meaning of
this ?” the old man presently asked, in grief-stricken
tones. “Surely you have not so soon forgotten your
poor old uncle ; or can it be that Kniggs was right
when he predicted that you would disown me?
Speak, my lad, speak, and say you are not ashamed
to acknowledge me, shabby though I be.”

« A very pretty conspiracy, upon my word, and
well worthy of the man who originated it,” the
Bishop said, glancing viciously at Wingford. “Al-
though I have never complained, ladies, I assure you

that I have been subjected to many persecutions

since the inauguration of our mission; but nothing

to approach this attack for flagrant audacity and
sinister spite has hitherto been made upon me. It
is not perhaps much to be wondered at that a lazy
ne’er-do-well, such as this tramp evidently is, should
brave the rigours of the law for a monetary considera-
tion ; but it is sad indeed to think that any one who
bas been gently nurtured could be found to induce
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Such Ders K d
¢

countr iri 1
0 y by conspiring with them., The gk
On : 1 [t
ol e, for the punishment due to consph: rh
v _ ag,
i - ‘and-the objects those who took it h g
are alike discreditable to 11 !
concerned.,” )
Here | ;
kS thele turned to Mrs, Wingford, and relapsing
o snuffle which usually characterized hi:
1en addressing that good lady, proceeded

to make some »
special c ;
V—— omments on what had just

the parties

“ Noth:
liable ::)};]Zi ;lg:ldf more clearly show how extremely
B e o L 0 pel's.OHS, even in the higher walks
they reject the recom? 1 H'l‘figulatcd)” he said, “when
s o estr:ammg Influences of true religion.
i e mlsﬂ.)r’Fu.ne to incur the enmity of
el szu:}se I m.ltlated a movement for the
B st hle benighted creatures around us,
e 1. Stro;v ich ﬁ-om. .its inception has met
which you havfe?t OPPI.JsmoD’. and the incident
isaiseatle ro lJust wzt.,nessed is one of the very
. this: ts. Tt is really distressing in the
law for Pl’Utect;] thaf* I shall have to appeal to the
e on against the brother of my affianced

Okt my God my God! It was I, and not

Kniggs, who
A d.’ was wrong after all,” his uncle
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In a state of the greatest perplexity, and evidently
considerably alarmed, poor Mrs. Wingford inquired
iremulously what the meaning of the whole thing
was; and in reply the Bishop assured her that Bob
had been to the trouble, which must have been very
considerable, of finding a lazy, worthless vagabond,

whom he had bribed to come there and represent

himself falsely as his uncle, in order to humiliate

him if possible in the eyes of herself and her

daughters.

«T need not ask you, of course, my dear madam,
to believe what I say in preference to the uncor-
roborated statement of a person whose worthlessness
of character may be gathered from his appearance,”
< and if T am right in assuming that

he continued;
n me remains undiminished, you

your confidence 1
will not hesitate to adopt a suggestion which I am
about to make. Your son has seen fit to insult

yourself and his sisters by introducing a low fellow

like this to your drawing-room ; give me permission
to show on your behalf that you resent such conduct,
and the intruder will be bundled from your presence
forthwith.”

« Not so fast, my fine fellow, not so fast,” Bob said
sternly, and with a warning gesture. * It so happens,
unfortunately for you, that the gentleman’s state-

ment can be corroborated, and that too without a

moment’s delay.”
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Here Mr. Kniggs was promptly introduced, who,

having saluted the ladies with old-fashioned gal
gave a rapid sketch of the Bishop’s career, and
by fiercely denouncing him in scathing ter
what he termed his cold-blooded treachery and
ingratitude, and informing him that he, at least, hat
never been deceived as to hig true character.

Iantry,
endec
ms for

“Don’t be too hard on the poor misouided boy
old friend,” the unhappy uncle said. «The tempta-
tion that has caused him to act as
must have been terribly strong, too
mere mortal to resist,

he has done
strong for a
Let us rather hope that the
day may come when he will repent his unkind
conduct of to-night.

Let us hope so, let us Lope
80.”

The subject of these remarks tried hard to wear
an air of injured innocence while both men i
speaking; but the success he attained was very
indifferent, for the cynical smile that Aittailanr i8

his pallid features évery now and then was not to be
repressed,

“Oho!” he crieq, « The band of conspirators is

more formidable than T Suspected, it would seem;
and I must 88y the members of it have rehearsed
their parts mogt excellently, It seemg a pity that
80 much energy shoylg be wasted for such an evil
Purpose; and it grieyeg me very

much indeed to
think that such industry ag they my

st have displayed
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Shoulil t V1 [0 W as alO o

imprisonment.” e N
'I;his additional reference to pains :r be}; Koy
had the effect of terrifying quz F(;terim. PR
i ee; and in fa g
s to a painful degr ;. sgiadic
hl{:Sti)S ed {Jliln who made it to refrain ﬁf-on ‘fhich
: i
14 ':gbn the oround that an explana
ing it, o g

i unnecessary
t cessar
1d render his threatened action
wou

might be forthcoming.

“¢ “I cannot believe that ac

ies

hild of mine would be

»n

i impute to my som,

& guilty of the conduct which you han}; o 1
w id: “and on the other i
= she said; capable of acting the © oty
“ b(?heve }_701111 o e e There1 s 1
7 with which y Jite evidently: the 4 et
E’i mistake somewhere, q g by Mr. Knige

1 1 accou :
o where does itlie? The g s o e

i tial one, g i
is a very circumstan e A

i iti t the gentle-
not a shadow it pialtivs i o gt
you express yourse o iyl

1 n. -
. : o ountered.
g eﬂfrlfell.’ : - of things I ever enc
ondition

: ino things, madam,
erplexing ¢ ARy ’ :
f ‘PAS s i }?aps he will not admit that

: = of m
said Mr. Knlggs,h a,dp R sty >
e ever

his uncl
- t he had a
it ur prompter had told you tha 2

qu yo

tn].l a Sll[l].[all?‘soundlng lla.'[lle,

i : : %
s truth.” was the Bishop'’s retort;
e truth,

would be nearer th



298 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

“and your attempt at person
18 as clumsy as it is wicked.”
“It is just as we

ating that individual

Il that there is some one close at
hand who can throw some important light on the
subject, at this point at all events,” Wingford
remarked significantly,

as he rose to visit the library
once more.

A moment or two afterwards the widow was in
our midst,

CHAPTER XXII

1 being
WHILE the usual feminh%e greetir_\g:ig:t ;:fr;ze =
exchanged between the 1ad1e.s, t}:e :'ery o
the Bishop followed Mrs. ng%ss ethose i
as it might be expected to folntziwthe gl
i Sprin%li];eclia:ke: \’vl?en he arrived hatt tliliz
hafi 'retumed 1?0 had the battle wor, and tilie e
opmw'n i eompletely baffled, fOI.' a o
enemies were cin Pre(}ipimte]y, Ie;?,vmgh s o
' sl agi d face even ghastlier tdawith his
curiousl)lrl—dlst}(:;‘ (; ¥ PrEViouS]y T
came when

it, of being
uncle. el and knew 1f, g
He was in immine tion in Mrs. Wingfor

om the high position 1 in
dethroned f:;omw;iih he had attained by scheming
estimation to0

fall would
... but although hilgs & ment lost
and byP O?NSYH’ to him, he mever o 6%
mean all 1 & 293
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his self-possessi y
ﬂudacity-P sion, nor was forsaken by his innate
E \Z;;;i;::ebmterchange of salutations and tokens
R etween the ladies of the house and
. ;(,n; came to an end, then he briskly ad-
= o‘l.\ ards the latter, and with a hideous apolog
a smile coolly held forth his hand f v
acceptance. b
Sei];jl 13(1_‘)7 v1eived him scornfully from head to foot
: imes without speaking, but made no atte
o respond to the gesture, E
frienId (}:]o.uld never consent to extend the hand of
e hz ip to any s base enough to act as I know
]ength-vef;oved toh-nlght,” the widow Kniggs said at
R o gu e shown not only that you are
oo - escending to the wuse of the most
- ;;Etlbl_e bfalse}.lood to gain your ends, but also
L pz.; ibclaeg:ﬂ.ty of. the very basest ingratitude
o Wan.ted. : slmagme‘; and if anything further
s 0 s ow you in your true character, I
- ca}; I;zsiesm}on conclusive proof of the fact
ol ruthfully charged with even graver
The Bi
g It:c:;is:nopilwdho, on hearing the first part of this
S mai;ta? slunk back to his seat and tried
T hn a calm exterior, palpably quaked
e e heard the latter part, and with a
glance of gscorn at him the widow turned
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the remainder of her remarks

away and add ressé'd
ded

on the subject of his shortcomings to the astoun

Mrs. Wingford.

«These gentlemen have no
selves, my dear friend,” she continued. One is
the uncle and foster-father of this erring young
man ; and the other is the oldest friend and fellow-
worker of the former, and brother of my late
husband. For the false statements that have
undoubtedly been wade 16 ou, HhB SRS
Penwith alone is responsible. You certainly have
been very grossly deceived by this designing and
unscrupulous person; but it may afford you some
consolation to know that you are mot the only one
who has been deceived by his specious profession

of religious enthusiasm. I, too, was misled 1nto
m by the same means ;

reposing confidence in i
that a few months back

and the consequence was,
ith a considerable amount of

I entrusted him Wi : :
money for investment, and readily believed .hlm
when be represented it as safely jnvested In a
certain direction. Something came to my ears

hich caused

within the last few days, bhowevel W
me to think ly prudent to verify

that it would be on
this statement wit and this I did to-

hout delay;
day, with the result that 1 find the whole thing to
be a fabrication.

Capital which was intended for
the future us€ of my poor children has been mis-

i misrepresented them-
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appropriated ; but the law of the land is
to avenge the injury done to my little on pm"’erﬁ?l
shall forthwith be requested to do so.” T
T_he en.mtions created in Mr. Penwith's breast
finding himself decisively repulsed by his n ash :
gave way to one of terror on the latter’s a.zp .
when he heard the widow’s threat. The e
sequence was that, rising hastily, Ille a,dva;;);d-
;owards her, and assuming a kneeling posture at
e‘l: feet, begged of her for mercy, i
that()z(!)t‘n:i]no !” Not that, for mercy’s sake! Not
s : at!” he moaned. “Do not, I bez of
you, publicly disgrace the unhappy lad: He awill
;(?;en’;:)I ;m sure, of the criminal folly that has led
= 0 you and y.our. family such a grievous
ong ; and then he will join me in doing every-
thing that it is possible to do to make ret;mratiffn
for the consequences of his act. As you hope for
mercy yourself, madam, have merey, I implore you
on the el:l'ing lad; and if you grant my prayer, I,
;Emhf)romlse you‘ with confidence that he will show
y his conduct in the future that your clemency
waf ;ot exercised in favour of a hardened sinner.”
A al:; ;t;ztm;n fod exclai.med Mr. Kniggs, as he
S g \‘J\‘raéds a.-wmdow to stare into the
rascal off; I a;:f.l sure ze‘:rﬂl.fucceed e

EVE[‘}T )
ne else prese i : .
present, with the single exception
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of him in whose behalf it was made, was also more
or less deeply touched by the pathetic tones in which
the appeal was made, and the spirit of forgiveness
and pure unselfishness that prompted the man who
made it; and it was rather amusing to watch the
various and transparent tactics adopted by the
masculine members of the party in order to hide
their emotions.

Having gently raised her suppliant to his feet,
and motioned him back to his seat, the kind-hearted
widow told him with a little sob that for his sake
she would consent to pardon the unjust steward;
but that she wished it to be distinctly understood
that on no other consideration whatever would she
have refrained from putting the law in motion.

Her decision was received by the Bishop with a
d the look of intense anxiety

om the moment she entered
when he

deep sigh of relief; an

which his face wore fr

the room, disappeared as if by magic,

heard it.

« Although I do not a
which I have been guilty was a very heinous
he said jauntily, “for the object to which the money
was devoted, namely the advancement of the mission,
is a good one, I none the less recognize the mag-
n which you have ‘acted towards

dmit that the lapse of
one,”

panimous manner 1
y dear Mrs. Kniggs; because there can be no

me, n,
doubt that from a purely technical point of view I



304 A "VISIT TO BLESTLAND

ha:ve rendered myself liable to prosecution, and I
might find that the legal tribunals would h;.ve but
little sympathy with me for allowing my zeal l;
outrun my discretion, even in the bestb of causes (I)
have no fear of not getting credit for the purit.y of
my motives from those who laboured with me in
the cause for which I have sinned; and if a lifelong
repentance can be of any avail, as it surely can :i
ghall also obtain forgiveness from on high for 1;1
thoughtless transgression. I have beenbtoo comyi
pletely upset by the events of the evening my dear
Mrs. Wingford, to proceed further to—nz?i:rht with
the 'interesting report which I was engaged in
making when the rude interruption took place but
to-morrow afternoon (D.v.), and if it suits your
C(‘m‘venience, I shall have very much pleasure in
giving you the remainder of the details to which
I refer.”

Glancing at him with withering scorn, she rose to
her feet before replying, and assumed her stateliest
pose.

“You may consider your acquaintance with me
a.n.d every member of my family as for ever ter-
minated,” she said coldly ; “and on no account will
your presence beneath this roof be henceforth
tolerated. My eyes have been opened before it was

too late, providentially. Go; and never let me look
upon your face again!”
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~ Here the ladies all retired, our hostess leaning on
her son’s arm; and so elated were Mac and I in
consequence of certain glances exchanged with the
girls as they left, that we were quite unable to
repress signs of our jubilant feelings.

« Curge you both!” the Bishop hissed. “ ] have
hated you cordially from the moment I set eyes on
you, and the part you have taken to-night in hound-
ing me down is not likely to lessen the bitterness
of my feelings towards you. You and your friend
Wingford, instigated 1o doubt by this hoary old

Kniggs, have scored a strong point to-

reprobate
e is a heaven above us,

night; but as sure as ther
I will get even with -all of you sooner or later.
No rest can be mine, either by day or by night,
until this night's outrage has been fully avenged ;
and when the time of my triumph arrives, as it will

it, my arch-enemies will

when they least expect
have bitter cause to repent ever having aroused the

demon within me. Again I say with all my heart:
curse you, curse you, one and all!”

The moment the last word of this ferociously-
red malediction Was spoken, the fearfully angry
ashed scowling from the room which
he was never to enter again; and I for one breathed
more freely when relieved of his presence. He
glammed the door viciously after him as he vanished ;

and as he did so his poor old uncle, who had been
, 3

utte
youug man T
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watching the progress of events in a dazed sort of

way, rose hurriedly and went in pursuit

. Walter, my boy, come back to me,” he cried;
et me stand by you in your time of trouble.” ’

There
was no response, as we anticipated; and

tl’len telling us that his place was by his erring boy’
side, he bid us a hasty good-night, and fled i Wi
darkness without. 7 e

“_He is fa,n awful old fool, that mate of mine,” Mr
Km.ggs said ; “ but with all his faults I cannot,. hel.
fe.elmg proud of him. I cannot think of trustinE
him alone with a man in such a savage temper acs
th-at scoundrel of a nephew of his is at ;resent so I
will follow him at once.” ;

‘Thfa young Blestlander volunteered to accompany
him, in jche event of it becoming necessary to direct
Mr. nggs to the Bishop's abode; and when they
took their departure the room was deserted by all
save Wingford, Mac, and myself,

TFAB renewed manifestations of delight in which
we indulged when left to ourselves bordered very
closeily on the childish; but taking all things into
(-zonmderation, they could not fairly be Dcalled
inexcusable.

We were still merrily commenting on the com-
plete and satisfactory nature of our ec;lemy’s discom-
ﬁtm.'e, when the widow Kniggs came upon the scene
again and beckoned me to follow her. The summons
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was responded to with eager alacrity, for I had no
difficulty in divining the object of her errand,
Qilently she led the way until we had almost
reached the entrance to the room wherein my re-
quest for Bessie’s hand was s0 decidedly repulsed
by her mother, and here she came to a sudden
stop.

«I suppose it is safe to assume that your
Bessie have undergone no change

feelings tow ards
before 2 she said, and I

since you entered this room
nodded assent. “Very well then, Sue again for

her hand, and I can promise that you will find Mrs.
gon than you found

Wingford more amenable to rea

her previously.”
The fact of her idol having been shattered

wrought even & greater change in the dear old
lady’s attitude towards me and my suit than I
great was it, indeed, that

expected it would. So

the moment 1 entered, and before T had time to
atter a word, she came towards me leading Bessie;
and placing My sweetheart’s little hand in mine, she
fervently invoked blessings to' descend upon Us.

Her hot tears flowed freely 88 ghe imprinted a
motherly kiss on my heated brow; but that they

were tears of Joy and not of grief and sorrow, I knew
full well.

When at leng
evidence of her parent

th she had . given us sufficient
al solicitude to satisfy her



308 A VISIT TO BLESTLAND

for .the time being, she returned to her ample ar
chair; and I was about to press the supple ﬁcrurem-f
_y future bride to my wildly-beating hearbt a,od
rain hot kisses on her ruby lips, when, at the iJ;stalzat
that my hand touched her slender waist, I received
a s‘hock as from some deadly serpent’s fa:ngs whicl
quickly made my blood run cold, and chocl;ed th1
fierceness of my ardour. :
& # * = e

thth a violent start I sat bolt upright in my easy-
chair; and on casting an inquiring glance arouzd
me,.the first object on which it rested was Mac’s
retriever Carlo. He stood close by with lolling
to'nglfe and wagging tail, regarding me intently with
his big, brown, loving eyes; and I knew as I gazed
at him reproachfully that the shock whicho was
responsible for recalling me so suddenly from Blest-
?and .was inflicted by him when he saluted my hand
in his canine fashion, on his return from a lcrnni
ramble with his master. ;
thThe fee.hngs that opp1'¢.assed me as I sat watching

e vagaues of some withered leaves that were
urge.d into eddies by the wanton wind, while I
avr'mted the return of Mac, whom I ,could see
!elsurely approaching in the distance, are simpl
1ndf:acribable. Suffice it to say that wh’cn my frie})n?l
a.rrwe(.:'l a few minutes later and threw himself into
a chair close by, it would be difficult to find a
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human being more thoroughly dejected and com-

pletely dissatisfied than I was.
A glance sorved to show my chum that I was

exceptionally depressed ; and he promptly attributed
the assumed fact thab I had

ing social and political sub-
ervative landlord during his
d, as usual, to bring
f thinking in any

this circumstance t0
been engaged in discuss
jects with our very cons
absence, and that T had faile
that obdurate person to my way 0
single particular.
Having disabuse
announced as the true Tea
that T had had a most pecd
ceeded to describe in tones

d his mind on this point, I
son for my gloomy mood
Jiar dream. Then I pro-
of awe the leading

features connected therewith, and before my nar-
rative concluded the cool shades of evening began

to make their presence felt.
During a pause in the con
recital of the strange un

pell reached my €ars;
an to swarm

versation which followed
real ‘events, the sullen
and at the same
like bees from

Ly
tones of a
instant the workers beg
Mr. Cringe’s greab factory.

While we were otill engaged 12
the eager movements of the human h
advance-guard of the merry-makers began to file

past.
ongst them Was the

Prominent am
of the great industrial establishment

silently watching
ive, the

Jord and master
to which our



m reclining in luxurious ease ;
~smiles were exchanged and sighs of dis-
escaped the lips of both; but neither
any oral reference to the significance of the
incident, and each was soon rapt in a most depressing

THE END



