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IT IS RIGHT TO
REBEL AGAINST
REACTIONARIES
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of extreme importance for all
¢ Australians. :

| - SHAM & REALITY

test action has always been present
But it has been concealed in various ways.
Jude talk about the “rule of law”, “justice”,

y of others.
ed that the reality was repression and
tence were this so called rule of law,
cracy, the right to dissent, equality before the
“This reality has become much clearer in recent

SCIST MEASURES _

sis on forcible repression of protest action

leap forward. There were those who said

) talk about this as fascism. We think it was

0. By fascism we mean the shifting of
jeratic” pretences to open repression

circles
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~ MASS ARRESTS

Sydney, Adelaide and Melbourne there
of demonstrators. These demonstrat-

.

' wcaﬁon of fascist measures

e
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the Vietnamese people or against the racist policy of the
South African government. According to the classical
statement of the so called rule of law they were doing no.
more than collectively exercising their individual rights to
go on to the streets and say and do what they like (subject
to laws of defamation etc. that don’t enter into it). 5
According to this theory of the rule of law no one had
any right to interfere. Police and citizen were equal
before the law, ie. they were equally accountable for their
actions before the courts. All this has now been shown

to have no substance whatever. P

UNRESTRAINED POLICE VIOLENCE _‘

Police in Australia act without regard to any law. They
are the law. And their actions are upheld by courts whose
magistrates and judges have been shown to be no different
from the magtrates and judges of Hitler —.they simply
rubber stamp police action. Independence of the judiciary
is revealed as another sham. The police use unrestrained
violence. They “arrest” people, “charge” them with assault,
offensive behaviour, indecent language, malicious damage,
cte. ete. The courts “uphold” the police action. No one
can deny that happens and is happening on a bigger and
bigger scale. Occasionally a “charge” gets dismissed or a =
policeman is convicted but this only serves to highlight the
reality. It is only done for appearance sake or to appease
public opinion. 3

All this activity is protected by recent so called law and
order legislation.  Inside this law there have been
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nd other arrests throughout
ters were arrested. The law
¢ called a law for disorder to smash
88,
ce in the intensification of fascism
1ce of open nazi groups of thugs.
stently been protected by the police.
aqaestia'n»-—_the police and the nazi thugs
_same master. It is simply a division of
. the nazi thugs use the filthy weapons of
classical weapon of the ruling class, and

these leaders are:

day and they'll get a lot more in

¥ Police Inspector Plattfuss
{ Melbourne, September 1970)

: h;ftnister Gorton :
s and larrikins” — Premier Bolte.

; s"—Labor Minister Sneddon
‘Nixon

ki 4_'_;;,,,,_____I

All this is in line with Hitler’s statement:

“The streets of our country are in turmoil, the unive"tsiées‘ .
are filled with students rioting and rebelling; communists are
seeking to destroy our country . . . we nced LAW AND
ORDER . . . yes, without LAW AND ORDER . . . the
Republic will fall. Elect us and we shall restore LAW
AND ORDER.” : e
(ADOLPH HITLER
(Hamburg, 1932)

e

When Victorian police attacked demonstrators against
the war in Vietnam and against South Africa’s apartheid
Victorian governor Delacombe (British army general) con-
gratulated the police and gave his official blessing to the
South African rugby team. Victorian Premier Bolte spoke
of the demonstrators as “louts and larrikins” and said I
give the police full marks”. In South Australia on June
30 police attacked demonstrators against the Vietnamese
war. This attack took place under Mr. Dunstan’s labor
government. Mr. Dustan attempted to escape responsibility
by saying that police were legally “independent”. So they
atc clsewhere. This is just a debating trick. The great
advantage of what happened in South Australia is that it
did happen under a labor government. It shows that labor
governments in Australia are essentially the same as any
other government — they administer a definite policy, a
definite state apparatus and on all questions serve the same
bosses as the open conservative political parties. They use -
force and violence to suppress protest. RO
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MORE ARMS TO POLICE

A feature of the intensification of violence against the
people is the much more careful arming of the police.
They are now equipped with heavier batons and with guns.
They indiscriminately use the utmost physical force. At
the same time a great barrage of propaganda is built up
against the “weapons” used by demonstrators such as stones.
crackers, marbles, etc. s a police baton not a weapon? Is
a police gun not a weapon? What is the difference between
police weapons and the weapons of the victims of the police.
The only diffcrence is that at the moment the police have
better weapons, they take the initiative in using them and
they are concentrated in great numbers.

A FASCIST POLICE FORCE

These police are fascist police. 'They serve a fascist
purposc. They serve the purpose of crushing opposition to
the imperialist war of aggression in Vietnam, the most up-
popular war in history. In short they are used in support
of that very war. They enforce acceptance of the war by
foree and violence. It is simply fascism. ‘They are
correctly characterised as fascist pigs. In the eyes of magis-
trates and judges (who with the utmost hypocrisy are “not
concerned with politics”) to call the police “fascist pigs”
is to use insulting words. This same fascist police force 1s
used to smash opposition to apartheid. That is, this fascist
police force is used to enforce on Australian people by force
and violence, acceptance of apartheid. Is that not fascism?
It is characteristic of fascism that it exploits racial differ-
ences to maintain the rule of big business. (Victoria's police
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were hosts to South Africa’s rugby team). South Africa’s
racial policy has the backing of U.S. imperialism. :

It is a commentary on the whole situation that the
ruling circles can mobilise hundreds of police to enforce
fascism even at the expense of protecting their own private
property.

STATE SERVES U.S. IMPERIALISM

If we pause here we can sce again the real nature of
the statc machine in Australia. Australia is dominated by
U.S. monopolists. All the main industries in Australia are
either owned or deeply penetrated by US. monopolists
(motor vehicles and oil are only 2 vivid examples). These
same U.S. monopolies wage the war in Vietnam, encourage
racist policies, preparc for more wars, export ¢cconomic
crisis to Australia. And within Australia are a few servile
flunkeys who bow and scrape before these U.S. overlords.
Amongst the more notorious of them are McMahon, Askin,
Bolte, Dunstan, Whitlam. These flunkeys carry out US.
policy such as the suppression of protest against U.S. war
and the suppression of protest against racist policies. In
order to carry out that repression they must resort to moie
and more violence, that is to more fascism. Fascism is rule
by the great monopolies by terrorist means, by terrorism
against the people. That is what is going on in Australia.

ARMED FORCES — CHIEF COMPONENT
OF STATE POWER

The process extends over the whole range of state
activity. The chief component of state power lies in the
armed forces. McMahon promised to use the air force
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to carry the South African rugby players in order to over-
come the Australian people’s resistance. In Papua-New

Cuinea huge numbers of police and units of the army are .

used frequently to suppress the rebellion of the Papuan-
New Guinean people against colonial exploitation. The
Australian army is always in the background for use against
the people: this becomes more apparent when there are big
demonstrations. But these facts show that the army is more
and more coming to the fore in its role as oppressor of
fevolt by Australian people. There is a sinister relation
between the exPrime Minister Gorton and the army

nerals. This relation and newspaper talk about the power
of the generals is again an illustration of the real power of
an army.

' ARMY PROTECTS U.S. & JAPANESE
IMPERIALISM

That army exists as the protector of the exploiters and
particularly the U.S. imperialist exploiter of Australia.
Coming prominently into the picture too are the Japanese
militansts with increasing investment and exploitation in
Australia. This is done under the aegis of the U.S. mon-
opolies. The fact is that the Australian army is closely
infegrated with the U.S. army, the Japanese armed forces
are closely integrated with the U.S. armed forces. Thus the
economic political alliance, U.S.-Australia-Japan, is expressed
in the armed protection of those economic political interests
y the integration of the armed forces. Australia is to be

supplier of uranium for Japanese militarism’s nuclear

wWeapous. L
8

" CONTRARY TO PEOPLE'S INTERESTS:

All this is completely contrary to the interests of the
Australian people. Tt is the Australian people who‘ha;;q
suffcred by Australia’s involvement m Vietnam. It'll'sta t.i
Australian people who suffered from Japanese mé1 rist
aggression in World War 1T and who are threatlf:‘nc agalln
by these Japanesc militarists. It 15 the Austrahan fpe%p Sc
who are now suffering from  the exploitation of U.S.

i i i rs. The
~ monopolies and their Australian and Japanese partners

system of capitalism in Australia in itself brings dlsla_st,er :)1]1:
that disaster is many times multiplied b}*_Augtra_la ﬁq sub
servience to U.S. capitalism. FEconomic crisis with 11)“ gtu:}r:{,z
rising prices, depreciation of wages, threats to jobs 1s

consequence.

PEOPLE REVOLT

' ian workers working
his produces revolt by Australian worke

€0 ?;1 atn\lglS s[tJudcnts. They are no longer dlece!ved l})_ly the
EErauE:l of parliament, of the rule of law, of justice, t ¢ -

partiality of the police.

IMPORTANT LESSONS

It must be said that the cvents briefly revllcwe%.atl;]ov;
are providing tich lessons indeed. Th? ch1e1f r?af.;;gggs
lessons is on the nature of the state. Its Feat o v
an instrument of repression by one class ag%s kil
being more and more clearly revealed. ose

on trumped up charges, the friends of those arrested, the
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friends of those friends all actually experience the falsity :
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wash.
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of the “impartiality” of courts and police, the sham that
i8 the rule of law etc, Likewise those hit by police and
their friends and the friends of those friends, The perform-
‘ances of people like Delacombe, McMahon, Askin, Bolte,
Dunstan are clear for a] to judge. Fvents force them og
fo the public stage. ILabor “leaders” like Holding and
Caimns call for “Inquiries” Royal Commissions, cte. But
this is just rubbish, The facts are clear, What mquiry is
needed?  All inguiries are goverment controlled, composed
of the same rubber stamp judges or magistrates. They
iquire into their own conduct: that is what it amounts to.
It s ju:ﬁ: a plain diversion from » plain case.

L

WE MUST BOW AND THANK THE
¢ REACTIONARIES
Indeed %ve should be grateful to these people for per-
forming 5o well. They have shown the true nature of the
state as no @qunt of abstract argument could ever do.
They have givén the people actual experience and €xpericnce
¥ the greatest of all teachers. They have shown the people
that the only counter to anti-people’s force is people’s force.
Shocked horror at a few stones, marbles, crackers by these
Exponents of the baton, flogging (Victorian judge Gillard’s
threats of flogging are part of the same experience ), hanging
(Bolte’s plans to hang a few people are well known), won’t
Kark Marx once reproached the Paris ‘workers
Mot for taking up arms but for not taking them up decisively

~ enough. How else to combat unrestrained violence? The
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i : law.
called law offers no protection whatev-er, th{: 'rule o(:fsense'
es habeas corpus, justice, etc. are just plan n
C 2

) d deception.

A CLASS QUESTION

| 1
F - What is involved is a question of a handful of monopoly

nopoli
italists controlled by US. apd ]apanc’eset I:lzjorli)ty EOSE
X {I:alzll ihei} local “politicians” aggmst the \?s i
* 6 tralians. It is a class’ question, the rscts B 7 7
y :gl:linr; thé workers, working people, studen

b sections of the people.

WIDEN PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE

. ent times is the

Tk, t development in 1ec isher level

The most significan ople and the higher level

iR le of the peop loiters

ever mdenlﬂ%eslt%%]g the one hand, the hanﬂifl;ll %f._lfxgn the

§ . of that’ Stmg%eaﬂy intensified thﬂlf_replr:sssmrcatly extended

h?ger },fgd gresistance to that fCPresiloner; g%.:-at importance
othe . tter of Vi :

. It is a ma ; lice, the law,
pu dEYCI;)E er(j:ssion no longer works, ﬂfrtltgrc;lpt. And even
that_ e t l:re treated with the "?tmOSt g isting the police
parhaﬂ_len S:tant that the beginnlﬂgsltd_ [ei;ertaiﬂ that this
more 1mpo ing. 15 &

re cmerging . appropri
thqgtg erge :?;llfng;lt;]p still further and will develop app
resistan

' iolence.
ate means of combating violen

I 3 . . .

aries.
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::The Pnlice Department has notified us that "Permanent Revolution" is
| not to be s9ld on the Domain.
| to put forward real working class news against Capitaliem.
| an upset to Communist Party theory:

BRIEF COMMENTS,

| BANNED ON DOMATIN.

§o much for "democracy” when one wants
But what
Hitherto, their "Workers Weekly"
has scarcely ceased screaming at us "Police agents." We wonder what
would happen should a Stalinist member venture to ask the "W.T."

editorial office:

cent revolutionary' have full freedsm for literature sales?" Surely
expulsion as counter-revolutionary Trotskyist - Bukherinite -

Rykovite would be far too lenient for such a persoi.

THE JAPANDSE BOYCOTT: According to the "New Leader” 28/1/38, the

f? dockers of Southampton, Glasgow, Middlesborough, and now London,
| refused to load & Japanese steamer with LOO tons of pig-iron and 100.
| tong of steel plates to be used in the attack on China.

This action:

| was taken even though the officials of the Transport and General

Workers' Union asked them to do the loading. .
Australian workers are also in line with this action. Follcwing_the
report in our last issue of Sydney wharfies refusal to.load metals
for -Japan comes the news that Adelaide wharfies have refused to load
2,000 tong of scrap iron for Japen.

Such action by the workers should teach their leaders and the Com-
munists that to call on capitalist governments which will only act
for capitalist purposes is futile. Independent workerd action is

the only way to weaken Japanese aggression.

THE ENGINEERS' STRIKE: The strike at lorts

According to S.M. Heraldjmetal trade em-

been on since September.

. Fice "How is it that those you style police agents are
| refused permission to sell their.literature, while you, the '100 per

and Gogkatccrnoéks'hae .

they quote lir. De Mo

iicDonald, Secretary to the fietal Trades
stating: "It is a rather peculier thin%
have brought about strikes.......They (t
ported by levies drawn from men who are
ment, but who may shortly find themselve

ployers are much concerned at the position;
Employers Association as

that increased wages ghould
he strikers) are being sUp-
fortunately still in empdloy-
s in need of assistance whe
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yment fails through shortage of materials.”

ia peouliar to Mr. iMcDonald is perfectly straightforward to any
ainking worker. The profits of the metal industry have swollen far
. | above those of 1931 while the wages of the engineers are still below
| the level of that pericd. When there ic an upward trend in the metal
| market, &s there is to-day, the boss hungers after higher profits and it
__.h;ﬁt such moments that the workers, to oegei: what hes been filched
| from ther and more, must strike.

£ LITUDE OF UNION OFFICIALS: Elsewhere in this issue appears & orit-
‘iﬂ&m of our attack on the engineering union offieiale. Unfortunatsly
(it arrived too late to be discussed by our League so that their reply

'n_'jii.l appear in next iesue. The editorial committee s=es no reason to
chenge its view. The union officials have not denied the press re=
| ports that they publicly disown the strike. Paying strike pay under

the lep and advising strikers to seek other jobs is the most reaction—
| ary and traitorous way of conducting a strike. Hore especially is this

- | tend the strike is just what the boss fears. Advocacy of it is the .
| auty of leadership and not the keeping of men on a £3 strike pay for
months to preserve the policy of arbitration.

these men should make further sacrifices when a

ohances on its side of victory.

( QORO‘ IC CRISIS ON THE WAY: The capitaliste are nervously assur—
| ing the world. that there will be no further crisis but the facts show
thet internetional capitalism has already passed the crest of its up-

| ward climb out of the last de i iti
: . pression. In fact -
| are in evidence now. HEE e

There is no reason why
geressive mction has all

| In their last annual report the directorate of the Bank of Internation-

| @l Betilements declared: "Since the turning-point in 1932 five years
‘have paesed, and in the history of business cycles the duration of an

: d trend £ i i
'meme." or a period longer than five years %:.as been a very rare

ording to the index compiled by the London "Bconomist,"

iz ‘commodit,
ces in Briteinbave fallen, since last March, approximat A

ely half-way

S e et e e

| 50 now with a temporary boom in the industry. A militant policy to ex=~:

back to the low depression levels of 1931. The prices of all com-
modities have been consistently falling during the last twelre p
months. Even the materials needed for re-armament purposes = rubber,|
cotton, tin, copper, spelter, etec., - heve shown a slump of LD per
cent. during the last year.

In the U.S.A. the downward curve in stock market prices has dropped
with a speed surpassing the 1929 slump. In twelve months the index
number of railroad stocks declined from 61.09 to 27.88 (the base
figure being 100 in 1926}, while the index number of industrial
stocks slumped from 185 to 125.5. In Britain the London "Fipancial
Times" records & heavy slump in government securities, railroad and
industrial stock, and gold-mine shares.

Tt is known that commodity prices and stock markets begin to slump
months ahead of the gensral economic crash. Undoubtedly, but for the
extensive war preparations stimulating a temporary demand for commody
ities, and a temporary expansion of erployzent, international capital:
1gm would now be well inte the trough of the coming ecomomiec crisis.

L

As it is, the new depression slump in the U.S.A. has increased the
unemployed ranks by 3,000,000 during the last three ‘months. In
Britain, for four months in succession, unemployment has inoreased by i
100,000; since last September, by over half a million. Thus one;—thi‘z‘d
of the total improvement in unemployment in Britain over four yeare

hes besn wiped out in Pour months! Indications that the slump is well
on the way. o

THE POSITION IN AUSTRALIA: So far there has been no marked increase 1
the figures of unemployment here; but it must surely follow from the
slump.

The Commonwealth statistician'_a report, shows a serious df:cline in thp
volume of products exported to Britain. Last year Britain took hB.T:
per cent. of Australian exports; it was 56.25 per cent. two years 8§

Along with ths decline in export trade has gone & serious slump in
the prices of export commodities. Ten months ago Australian ax{'?ft |
prices were up to the 1928 level. Since then they have substantially




ied until to-day the price levels of our chief exports are only
per cent of those of the pre-depression periocds

decline in volume of exports and slum Myrices have resulted in a
iz of the nation's adverse trade balance, which is now

‘to boost the Australian wool market, thus making Australian capitalism
eppear to be flourishing. During the last few months, however, the

press has seid nothing of the alarming slump in prices during the 1937-
38 '»_Bﬂli.—!:g geason. During the last seven months 291,337 less bales
were pold than in the preceding season, and the drop iz values was
£10,22L,551. Undoubtedly we will hear of this after the elections!

Austrelien workers must prepare now to meet the
igis conditions. In the last crisis the workers followed a lead that
.an! capitaliem get over its crisis. How we must understand that
isig conditions will always appean with more terrifying consequences
to the workers,until the workers use their clags power to overthrow

'I::f;faliam. The building of the revolutionary movement is an urgent

| W.8.T. ELEOTIONS:  Tory Premier Stevens has acted very suddenl.
declaring glactiona on March 26. Doubtless he calculatgd that i¥ his

party is to ‘be_re‘t.urned they must act before becoming engulfed by the

| approaching crisis. Besides,no time could bs better then now, when

| the Labor Party is weakened by factional struggles. ;

The Australian bourgeoisie do not want a change in administrators. Under

,.., .a‘ﬁmtﬂla; they have increased their profits and held the in-

) Bmm-rawm: : ;.ze workers in check. If a Labor Government were

g g ould be made, but only at the expense of profits. So

; -8 0o need for this. But it is bard to see another Tory ad-
¢ origis conditions will daubtless

Fect a minipterial crisis and the b
ourgeoisie wi i
eather the storm with e labor govsrnmenf. R e

The labor fac
e or faction fight shows no signe gf being above the stege of un-

3 . L
principled fighting among the tops for jobs. A glance at the per-
sonnel of the "industrialist" leaders gives no confidence . I
Gosling authorised the wholesale evictions of workers in the last Lang
gdministration; Lazzarini prohibited the selling of literature on thes |
Domain; Dr. Foley is & member of Catholic Action, a fascist society;
and, we would like to know, what democratic methods were used to put
"Digger" Dunn up a= a candidate?

The C.P. supports the "industrialists" because it hopes that ite cap-
itulation to reformism will enable it to enter the A.L.P. through that “
gateway. The C.P. 's capitulation to reformism has enabled the |
treacherouspalicy of reformism to be hidden by the propaganda that ‘
Lang is the villain. 1

A1l this has given a new lease of 1ife to the Labor Party. Once again
we must tread this tortuous path of illusion with the workers. Our
League will work for the return of the Lang candidates because it
believes that the overwhelming number of workers are behind them. We
say to the workers, you do not believe in our revolutionary policy,
you believe in emancipation by parliament. Very well, so long as we
have not convinced you we are prepared to help you return a Labor
Government. If you keep your Labor Government up to all its promises
its inevitable breakdown will prepare you to see ths oorrectna‘?s.nf
our lemdership. Revolutionary support for the "industrialists’ is
tantamount to admission that reformism can bring victery for the work-
ers. We know that reformism must inevitably brealt down and betray.
QUEENSLAND STATE ELECTIONS: A correspondent writes: the increasing
gectarianiem in Queensland politics is significant in view of the ap-
proaching State elections.

Two organisations, the United Protestant Association and the Protast-
ant Lebor Party base their appeal on the facts of Roman Gat.h.olu_: pre-
ponderance in A.LsP. and A.W.U. ruling circles, algo in the Cabinet,
Judiciary, civil service, police force, etes

While holding no brief for either the R.C. Church oF the Australian
Labor (?) Party, we must point out that the workers _:novement. hes
nothing to gain from the introduction of sectarian differences and

e s - = .,;;_-;:ﬁf



State

1 5mith is preparing for a term on-the oppdsition benches.

Undoubtedly the strensthening of Fascism in Central

&mpa. the Spanigh events, and the developing crisis require a new
‘ali, es. It is known that many British investments are

ignment of f

According to the London "Daily Telegraph'
eed from the British-owned Rioc Tinto Company in

which owns valuable copper: and pyrite producing mines in
etas at a fized rate of L2 pesetas to the pound.

re has been forced on the Rio Tinto Co. by the Franco

Be products sxported, in return for pesetas.

anting of be:
imperialisn

serapping international laws regarding

MM of bslligerent rights to the

of the U.P:A. and P.L.p,
Dubig and hig fellow clergy,
5 of their church, par ticularly
subsidies for R. C. schools,
of the Protestant organisations.

- electinon will not be a walk—over for
.'tm"re'ngn‘t Labor-in-politics Oonvention at

; 1 - ignored the wishes of the rank-and-file, e.g., in

ion with emand for a L4O-hour week, as to suggest that

NET CRISTS: At present it is impossible to predict all the
's regignation. One thing it does show, that the
ine their ownpolicy -and not thet desired by the

pain - to France's government in Burgos, in exchange for

m refuses to grant ths company permits to ship their
‘unless sterling paymente are deposited, equivalent to

: The "8.il, Herald" reports: "The Am-
8 informed Lord Plymouth, Chairman
1 that the Saviet government
e withdrayel of foreign volunteers
ligerent rights." Thus the Soviet
iem not only in weakening the forces

fascist general. The "Herald" states further: "The formula has al-

ree:.dy been accepted by Italy, Germany and France." We should think
B0

/

At the commencement of the Spanish Civil War, Russia, instead of aid—-|

ing the Spanish workers, busied herself by framing old Bolsheviks,.
Zinoviev, Kameney, etc. Wow, when the Soviet is preparing to sell-
out to Spanish fascism, further eminent Bolsheviks are being tried
for their lives charged with being agents of fasciem!

GASTONTA STRIKE LEADER MENACED: Fred Beale, leader of the Gastonia
Textile strike of 1929, has been arrested by the authorities. He is
being held for extradition to North Carolina, where he is still under
a 20-year prison sentence under a frame-up conviction of conspiraecy '
to slay Gastonia's police chief, Aderholt.

Together with other defendants, Beale went to Rueeis in 1930. His
experiencesthere are told in his recent autobiography, "Hews from
Nowhere," in which he becomes & confirmed opponent of the Stalin
regime. : .

In spite of the fact that hs is now in erucial danger of losing his
liberty for pro-labor activity, the International Labor Defence
(5talinist auxiliary). Because Beale refuszd to be silent about the
crimes of the Stalin clique, refuses to 1ift a finger on his behalf.
The "Daily Worker," official organ of the C.P. of U.S.A., which a few
years ago denounced the frame-up for what it was and is, now calls
upon the workers to let the southern reactionaries do to Beale what
they want without interference from the labor movement.

STALIN'S VERBAL GYMNASTICS: "Trotskyists do not represent a politie-
al trend, but instead are en unprincipled gang of wreckers, diver-
sionists, spies and murderers acting on instructions of intelligence
service of foreign states' says Joseph Stalin in his pamphlet
"Yastering Bolshevism." FHe then asks: "What is a political trend?"
and proceeds to answer: "A political trend in the working class is a
group or party which has its own definite political face, platform
and program which does not and cannot hide its views from the working
olass but, on the contrary, openly and honestly carries on“propaganda

for its views in full view of the working classsesecsscacss
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ical trend Stalin launcheg
u remember, Kamenev eprg 24 ol i
i ‘that they had any ooli’tlcngﬁa b
that both of them wers Iying yho
‘orm. Even the blind cen neen
m. But why did they deny th: o
ecause they were afraid tg

‘the infallible leader—genius! {
ontinued from pags 23) {
w:hanﬁwe; ‘;.o this, if the I
b the world? Hevolutior
all thanke to graat fo:eljgi&ve
.Eusw_‘. we recall the s:cpar'ience
m?arzl.egn, Japangse and other
d “.m? of Rugsia won over inner
¢ military support from the
@ first place, with the help of a :
masses the poesibility of
ory, ‘and disorgenizing the
French, English and Arerican
A expeditionary corps into
already?

peaganta, i.es, at the head
Lhgre were revolutionists and not
’!j_pr lem of arming would in
. The army of Franco includ-
of ilussolini ere not at all
&d from all sides by the
-l of Fagciem would have
ot erms and not militar
: v
Barcelona; what was lacking was

i

not for the ro-establishment of the old (demaoratic’) forms of ex-

.ig the elcgan of all oppressors and exploiters beginning with the

army of exploiters in its essence sre very simple.

(1) The fighters of a revolutionary army suould elsarly be awara of |
the Ffact that they ere fighting for theiz full soecial liberation and |

ploitetion. i 3
(2) The workers and peasants in the rear of the revolutienary ardy |
ag well as in the rear of the enemy should know and undérstandithe
same thing. I T s A e LR

(3) tThe propaganda on their own front es well as on the front of
adversery and in both rears should be completely permeated with the
spirit of social revolution. The slogan: "first viotory, then reforms |

Biblical kinge and ending with Stalin.

(4) Those slasees and strata who participete in the struzgle deter—|
mine the policy. The revolutionary messss should have & government ]
ppparatuz directly and immediately expresoing their will. Only the
Soviets of workers, soldiers and peasant deputies can act as such an
apperatuas. :

(5) The revolutionary army should not only announce Jbut immediste-
ly carry out the pressing mesgures of social revolution in the provin-
ces won by tasm: the expropriation of provisions, nmapufactured 2c-

iniea and other storass on hand and transferring them to the needy:

e re-division of lodgings in the interests of the toilers and
especially of the families of the fighters; the expropriation of the
land and landowners' invenfory in the interests of the peascnte; the
establishment of workers' cantrol and of the soviet power in place of
the former buresucracys ]

(6) Tnemies of the socialist revolution, i.e., exploiting element
and their a%enta, even when covering themselves with the mask of
"democrats, "rapublicans," "ospialiste"and "onarchigts" should be

mercilesely driven out from the army.

(7) At the heed of esch military unit there ghould stand a commigsar
posgeesing the irreproanha‘nle authority of a revolutionipgt and &

warrior.
SRS RS

8 in a civil war agai
g L




unit there should be a tempered nu

: cls

n, ﬁ_.g’h%ﬂrs. recomzended by the workerg'uzrgf
of this nucleus have but one privilege: tq S:n-

ing corps of neceseity ineludes at fir 3
its staff. A varigicati:m and selezti]:gngfa%m
ugh on the basis of military experience, the ik
f the commissar and testimonials from the ranlk ang e
11:&3 usly there should proceed an intense preparat
ﬂ‘m from the ranks of the revolutionary worlkers %
o ﬁm’ugy of eivil wer should unite the rules of mi]..it
b »t.uaku a_f_’l;ha social revolution. Not only in the pro S |
g:g-_ien tzefs_;:li_tary opv_srationa‘ of the different military unl;:;
mn . e b_q:uf;geozs voluntesrs, the mobilized peasante, or
%W ? co, t ] col?n:.al glavee) and in choosing an operati enl'
tak '.l.:qtu consideretion the social structure of the corres i
mu::jt:: i:n@tgthe industrial regions; ths peasant regions, re-
5 .Br'iefiya _-r:.:ﬁlﬁ:?:y; the regions of the oppressed natisnaliticg
W Ly utionary policy dominates strategy.
revplut.iunary’ government, as the executi i
gﬂm;s and pesasante, should be capable of winni e
sa—gﬁﬁ’w;nr_ifof the toiling population. U e
\l2) The foreig L
] ﬂ_ﬂ.mmtiﬁyp::i;}gi:ﬁ:ﬁ:sh:;etﬁz ;:aLchieftai:n the awakening
e i Ic1ous rlers
3 eats m oppressed nationalities of ths whole david e

fileg
isn

ponding

| = ANTEED THE . !
" mple. their aggregate they are called the

%fﬂv;i:ﬁ;:zin Ehere did not exist in Spain even one of these

mﬂﬂﬁﬁi‘ R i itﬂ:son iz thet there was not a revolutionary
| Fi of-Ba'lnh;vi ie true, to trensfer to the soil of Spain, the

. mﬂ%ﬂr’ 5 e y: sm; the Politburo, commissar, nuclei, the 6By
the Bt prwbgzam :z;e foras of their social content. He ren"iﬂtn;ai
e revalutioniey here o, ik £ tho Soviets as the neoecanry fors of

2 ¢ atlve of the masses. He placed the t yh iqu
s urgeois property. g
guarantee victory. Bitn::etsl::mﬂi:a"ﬁﬂmﬁSBI'S"

| able ;:iasa! Busranteeing defeat.
ish 2
panien proleteriat displayed firet elassmiiitary capacities.

In hie bureaucrat
& by themselves could
8 of private property proved cap-

11.1

In ite specific gravity in the economy of the country, in ite politier =
al and cultural level it stand in the first dey -of the revolution not X.
jower but higher than the Russain proletariat at the beginning of 191%
On the road to its victory, itz own organizations stood a® the chief
obstacles. = The commanding cligue of the SBatlinists, in accordence
with its counter-revolutionary function, consisted of the hired agents
careerists, declassed elements and in general every kind of social req
fuge. The representatives of other workers' organigations - flabby
reformigts, anarchist phrase-mongers, helpless centrists of the POULL A
grumbled, grosned, wavered, manoeuvred, but in the end adapted them-
selves to the Stalinists. As a result of their aggregate work the
camp of gocial revolution - vorkers and peasants - proved to be subor
dinated to the baurgeaigie} more correctly to its shadow, void of in—
dividuality, spirit, life. There was no lack of heroism on the part
of the messes and courage on the part of individual revolutioniete.
But the masses were left to themselves and the revolutioniste remained
disunited, without program, without plan of action. The "republican”
militery commanders occupied themselves more with crushing the social
revolutisn then with winning military victories. The soldiers lost
confidence in their commanders, the masses - in the government; the |
peasants stepped aside, the workers got tired, defeat followed defeat*

the demoralization grew. All this was not difficult to foresee from
the beginning of the civil war. Teking as its task the rescue of the
capitalist regime, the People's Front doomed itsalf to military defeaf
Having turned Bolshevism on its head, Stalin with full success played
the role of the grave-diggaf of the revolution.

igh experience azain demonstrates, that Stalin
the October revolution or the Civil War.

His sluggzish provineial thought ‘legged hopelesely behind the tempest- j
wous course of events in 1917-1921. 1In those of his speeches and
articles in 1917 where he expreseed his own thought, his later ;
Thermidorian "doctrine" wes fully lodged., In this sense Stalin in_ ‘
Spain in 1937 is the Stalin of the liarch conference of the BolehaV}ke
in 1917. But in 1917 he merely feared the revolutionary workers; in ’
1937 he throttled them. The opportunist became the executioner.

Incidentally, the Span
did not undergtand either
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THE IRABEDY OF

| "To mske a united front against the bourgeois forces, the prbiy bour-

geoisie and the workers had formed a coalition on their eide, the so-
celled Social-Democratic Party...... In February 1849, thece were ban-
guets to celebrate the reconciliation. A joint program was drafted,
Jjoint electoral committees were founded and joint candidatures were
arranged for. The revolutionary point of view of the Socialist de-
mands of the proletariat was blunted and these demands were given a
democratie zlors. Conversely, in the case of the democratic demands
of the petiy bourgecisie, the purely political form was effaced, and
they were made to scem as gocialistic as possible.”

diarx wae peathing in hig criticism of the People's Front in 1849, even
when bourgeois democreecy wes approaching its period of highest vital-
ity, when it was progressive. In the light of this, whet counter
revolutionary force is revesled in the Communist Party's advoocacy of
People's Fronte in the period of bourgeois decline and decay.

Heresunder we provide some examples of counter revolution inevitable
in People's Front Governments, i

PEOPLE'S FRONT IN FRENCH OCOLONIES.
BERIR- 1) The O, ©, of Branoe resorbed bo the most despicable type
of demagogy and chicanory to reconcile oppressed nationalities tn the
yoke of French impsrialism and frustrate their strugzles for nation-
al liberation.

Bpeakcing for the Syrien peoples, L'Humanite (official organ of Com-
munigt Party of France) offers the following: "What do our comrades
in Eyria demand? Their most ardent wish is to live in fraternity
with the France of tha People'n Front. They want to tighten the
bonds which unite them to France, They want collaboration with it,
to preserve the people from the curse of war and fasecism. They ac-—
cept the task... to consecrate their forces to this salutary task.."

Despite the efforts of the Staliniteg sporadic isi
began to break out in French coloniea: . L

The Popular Front

governmeat lmmodiately employed every represgive

~- Karl larz in "Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte.
_ : ; P
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method to put down these colonial revolts. The Popular Front gum-

| marily suppressed an incipient revolt in Syrie and established in .
| French Indo-China a bloody regime that jails and tortures revolu-

tionists and that would make the Hazis blush with envy.

ALGERIA: (2) To defeat the struzgle of the Algerian psople for
national liberatinn, the Popular Front government instituted the
infamous Vidletis Plan. The Viollette Plan is a typical colonial
scheme to sow division in the ranks of the Algerian people. The
plan offers 22,000 French citizenships to loyal Algerian subjects
while millions of Algerian pgople are deprived of all rights of
citizenship. BSuch a plan creates a caste of privileged individusls
that would defend French rule in Algeria.: The following list of
those eligible to win French citizenship im quite interesting: re-
tired officers of French ermy; retired soldiers who have won the
Croix De Guerre; graduates of higher institutions of- learning; mem-
bers of the chambers of commerce or agriculture; Algerian officials
and tribal leaders of the French regime; workers who have mon "medal
of labour;" trade union officials ten years in office; 200 merchants,
industrialiste or artisang in each department to be selected by the '
government, and 200 landowners.

The Viollette Plan was published in the French press and whole-
heartedly endorsed by the C.Ps of France.: Thorez welcomed a Horth
African delegation that had come to Paris to support the Viollette
Plen. L'Humenite featured the Pollowing address made by a C. Pa
Algerian stooge, Dr. Ben Dhelloul: "We consider ourselves Frenmoh—
men and it is not with your nation that we come into conflict, but
only with the big colonial settlers bent on defendinz their privil-
BEE8.s.2s The Viollette Plan tends to assure more strongly the un-
ity of Algeria within the bosom of French democracy.'

Thorez, beaming with pride, made the following reply in L'Humanite:
"Wa congratulate ourselves and we congratulate you for the moderate
character of your demands."

STALINISTS DENOUNCED: In El Ouma (Qrgan of L'Etoile Nord-Africaine)
appeared the follcwing statement addressed to the C. P. of Francet :
"They hage betraved us, The People's Front is perjured. The Peoples




Front has sacrificed one of its partners with the support of the com-

munists.

The Etoile Nord-Africaine, member of the People's Front, has Just

peen dissolved by this same People's Front.

"The political party which most sought the elliance with us, and on
which many of us believed we could count, has become our bitterest
enemy and the accomplice of the government which has just dissolved
we.s--5.To prepare publio opinion for the terrible blow which the
government was getting ready to deliver to a lioslem workers organ—
ization....the most stupid attacks were printed black on white in

Bumanitese--.

4itlerites: we who have fought fescism end guffered for it more
then any other orgenization or part.y! Hitlerites: we who have had
our places at the side of the workers from the first...There isn't
& sensible, and honest worker who can believe your nonsense. 5Say
rather then that you have taken tae place of imperialism or endorsed
itg acts and that you have becoume chauvinists of the worst kind and
allies of colonisliem....After all the program of L'Etoile dates
from 1926. Since that time you have known itg leaders and its pro-
grem. EKnowing, you approved of our declarations; more, you defend-
ed and supported us until June 1936. That is, as long as you
weren't in power. That is, before you were ginging the Marseillaise
and before those you mere calling 'zueules de vaches' (pig snouts)
‘had become 'Comrade Generals.' E i

"Things heve changed? Certainly they have, but not with us. If
your concern for Thational defemce' left you a little respite, you
might perbaps recall your former doctrine, which was for the de-
fence of the oppressed and the liberation of the colonies. But
that wae when you were againat the bourgeoisie and against wer...-

"1t ig unneard of; many of us dare not believe their eyes. But
each will be forced to give in to the facts. Each of us will find
in it, top, & forstaste of the peradise awaiting us when you rule
the roost.

: ) 15.

Zr:,l;mlgmt:eldnalégrtl;oe:ip:as t:":r fasciste who are the very ones
ed by ascism, you are only provoking antazonism be-
meen French workers and the Algerian v:arkere.ﬂﬁrothern;-)d with
gmrades North Africane was good when the fascist danger seemed
eatening. At that moment, the Etoile EiardﬂAfricai;a mas excel-
t,.},.;But now we must be made to Esas ag fanatics. So be it
- | liessTE:. Defenders of the Opuressed.’ You have your hand raised.

| strike! But strilke hard for we dis hard. Otherg elready have beat-
n us aplenty without results. Even your blows, treacherousiy given,
will only make us stronger. Let the combat go as it will, we shall
s the victore in the end. First, because Algeria and the Algsriens
re ours. Next, because French opinion itself will confound you aad
ondemn you if your own conscience does not inflict upon you the
punisghment of having renounced your doctrines, trampled on your
‘promises and perjured your pledge of July 14, 1535: 'Bread, peece,

gfreedumi .

 This lengthy indictment ezainst the C. P. of France exposes the
treacherous betrayal of the colonizl peoples by the Stelinist agente
£ French imperialism. The People's Froant policies of the CaPa of
rence are rapidly paving the way for fascigm in France. The brutal
:imperialist policies of the Popular Front government: in Horth Africa
| and perfidy of the French Communist Party are encouraging the natives
| of North Africe to look to the fascist demagogs as friends and liber-
| ators.

————— "Workers Age." 25-12-37.

| FRANCE: Under the People's Front, the fascist leagues have been per—
‘mitted to continue their activities unhampered; they heve merely
| changed the shingle under which they operate. Fascist sentiment has
~ | grown awmong the lower middle classes and peasantry, as the Stalinist
‘% ‘Humanite frequently adwits with groans.
T the reactionary and’fasciet officers cligue
%

hag not been disturbed becausé - God for-
of the country.

| Under the People's Front,
dominating the armed forces 2
bid! - that micht "undermine the defensive pomer"

Under the People's Front, the achievementa of the great strike wave

[of June 1936 were, indeed, Urecognized” by the government in the




s". But they have since been largely nullified by
: of @ ane and the consequent-rise in the cost of
constent "compromises" forced by the goverument and by ad-
restrictions on trade-union motion that weuld not be
d in this country. What the workers have won, the govern-

- undone.

People's Front, the treacherous "non-interventian" policy,

| put by France under the tutelage of Tory Briiein, has sub-
ially aided the fascish oligue of Ganeral Franco and has “wvery
cgly hempered the loyalist government in the Spanish elvll war.
Frencn pressure, the Gzeshoslovakian government. hag been "per-
i" to yield to many of the demsnds of NWazi imperialism. As a
of French foreign policy, one after another of the old French
lies has been driven into Lhe erms of Hitler or ilussolini.In fact,
und he People's Front much more then under Laval, the French
Foreign Office has been merely a continental branch of Downing Street
the servile tool of reactiovnaery Tory diplomacy.

- Under ths People's Pront regime, the Franco-Sovist pact has bsen re-
| duced to hardly more than a secrap of paper end official relaticns
with the U.5.8.R.have been growing cocler and cooler. Things havs
reached such e pass that Delbos was able ostentetiously to 1gnore the
‘Sowiet Union on hie recent Eastern tour, neither including it in his
~ dtinerary nor conpulting with it es to his mission, :

Under the People’s Front, politicel relations in France have moved
eteadily end uninterruptedly to the right, From a Radical Social-
igt-socialiat noalition, with a eocialist (Blum) at the hesd,. sup-
- portsd by the comuniste - to a similar coslition, with a Radical
 Bocialis® (Cusutemps) at the head, also supported by the communists -
’-2:&! present gtraight Redical-focialist government supported by the
= socialists but "opposed” by the communists: this hae been the line
 of retreat in the laet year and a half, and the story is not yet

- told. The Peopic'e Front has served as & transition not to a "soviet
Freace” or e "lebor government" but to en increasingly conservative
regime dominated by the Radical Socislists, the treditionsl party of

ha French bourgevisie.

daradl its irlldappneence and freedom of action. The two bi 2

10 parties, the gociolists and the communists, have 'comrerged

ae._itl*ee into mere auziliaries of the bourgeois liberals, dain
dirty woTK for toed in the ranks of the workers. Thé trad.i—-

movemnent, undel:r the C.G.T., has been hamstrung with restric—

5 dumposed upcn it by iteelf as well as by the sovernment, all

pted in ovder to "preserve the People's Frout! — ket ia,to

the pourgeois partners from breaking away. "Everything for

sake of the People's Front" has necessarily meant everything

the sake of the bourgeoisie!

now the People's Front has reached the end of its rope - the
Jition ie broken, the socialists out of the sabinet and the com—
iiets dragging miserzbly behind, their votes no longer reguired
gks a majority. The French bourgeoisie no longer needs it, for
it can again, for the woment at least, rule through ite.own
ditional parties. The People's Front has served the employing
88 only too well and therefors it has been dismisseds

the French workers learn their lesson froa this inglorious ex-
ence and turn their back upon the whols discredited system of
iticn politics and the class collaboration it implies, if the
ch labsi movement now at last strikes out on the path of mil-
t socimlism, rellying the masses of the lower middle classes

| peasantry behind it, then France may etill escape reaction and
ism!
R "Workers Age." 29-1-38.
"Popular Front' government prepares to outlaw anti-fascist

nisations.

?tically, the counter revolution aimed at the elimination of the
Usil., the C.N.T.-F.A.I. and the Left Socialists from all power.
' order published in "Pravda" on December 17 appearsd the week

% the P.0.U.li, was forced oul of the Oatalan Generalidad. 1t -
carried out swiftly and with no hesitation about the violation
S¢il liberties, which, in ths case of Left Wingers, the He=
lic was willing to relinjuian.

Januery 8, P.0.U.i's ladrid weekly was suppressed. On Februazy

- the eeke of this People's Front, the French labor movement has

i
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= 1s.

| banned.

10, P.0.U.i.'s Madrid radio station was seized and P.0.U.il.'s militia
organ, "E1 Combatiente Rojo," suppressed. On February 26 the Catalan
Government forbade a public meeting called in Tarragona by the C.N.T.-
FolAoI.~P.0.U.ils Next day Valencia ordered indefinite suspension of the
F.A.I. paper, "liosotros," for oriticising the War Minister. |
the Bangue Government seized the press of the "C.H.T. del Norte," and
turned it over to the C.P., suspending the paper, and arresting the
editors. On April 11 Velencia suspendsd the Madrid "C.N.T." and the
"Gagtiila Libre,” anarchist orzans. On April 18 'Nogotros” was again
On ¥ay 1, radical Labor's immemorial holiday, the Catalan
Government forbade a demonstraticn in Barcelona and suppressed a
Joint meeting called by the C.N.T. and P.C.U.ll. youth organisations.

llext the complete outlawing of the P.0.U.M. and C.H.T.~F.A.I. was pre-
pared. The method, which had been rehearsed in small attacks on the

C.l.T. headguarters in the little towns, demonstrated that the workers,
when attacked, would resist.
ing an "insurrection", wae the purpose of the May Days.

At the seme time as the disarming of the Labor bodies and reorganisatiod
of the old police was going on, talk of a truce was again revived. liews
camefrom London that Downing Btrest would leook with favor on a Cabinet
which would restore all rights to the Church and curb the "extremists.”
The Labor press reflected a widespread fear that a reactiocnary coup was
being planned. The C.l.T. denounced secret conferences in Paris betwee]
Oatalan Separatiste (Bast Catala) and Mussolini agents. Twelve armored
tanke inexplicably disappeared from the military commigsariat in Bar-
celona and were traced, through a forged order, to the back pstios of
the Btalinist barracks. A ministerial crisis in the Catalan Govern—
ment, provoked to drive the C.N.T. representatives out of it, gave
further impulge to the mounting tension and fear. The C.N.T. and
P,0.U.k. press issued warnings, telling their members to be on guard
against provocations.

~-~ Anite Brenner - "Class War in Spain.”

U.S.4.: There is really no limit to the degradation of iarxist theory
and practice in the application of the People's Fromt. This is reveal-
ed in a myriad of instances. Typical of them is the following declar-
ation of Browder at the first session of the "Farmer-Labor Party Con-
ference” held at Chicago on May 30, 19%5:

On HMarch 2 ||

To do thies job on a lerge scale, by stag-|

dmerican Constitution.

.

9.

o5 Al Smith and Hearst declared that even the New Deal standz far

red flag and revolution, it geemeq that we i
3 L communiste should haw
pme almoat respectable. Ths campaisn ageinst Roosevelt has ac :

tle justification in fact as the campaien P :
nly not communistic.... paigh against us; he is cer

&g true that we communists are revolutionists.
granteed by the Declaration of Independence. In this we follow the
Ilowed American tradition, associated with such names ag Wagh*ﬁgton
sfferson, Tom Paine, and Lincoln. We differ from our forefethers in
iig respect, only in this - ‘that we came 160 years later, and face a
eper crisis.”

That is our right

Bat clarity of vision cen be expected of the rank and file of the
"bershi_p when the gensral secretary of ths officizl Communist Perly
an confuse the roles of Washington and Paine in the first American
wolution, and hold thet the passing of 160 years is the only source
£ difference betwesn a Leninist or proletarian revolution and the
evolution of Washington?
g have been taught as axiomatic for and fundamental ts ldrxisa, oae
n understand how "The 12th A4.D. Mewe" could proclaim in ites issus

'fi' October 14, 1536: "The Soviet Conetitution is the direet descend-

int of the American Declaration of Independence.” In line with thig
nti-larxiet teaching is the letter sent by Comrade Browder tn'ihe
ead of the American Legion while the A.F. of L. convention was in
ession at Tempa, Florida. This letter offered the Amsrican Legion
:?‘_Pecple’s Front alliance for e common struggle in behalf of the

NGLAND: TIn Englend, the Communist Party, through its secretary,

ry Pollitt, sought to arouse the British miners, stzel workers

.,j d meamen:over the fascist onslaught in Spain by applying the

‘sople's Front strategy:

ii_fhé honor of all democratic forces is at stake. ilen and women in
he gtreets, ficlds, and rcuntain ‘astnesses of Spain are defending

mocracy with their lives......

Tith such a perversion ofieverything wirich

fhe people of Spain are not fighting to establish Soviele or the




proletarian dictatorship. Only downright lying gcoundrels or misguid-
ed self-styled 'Lefts' declare that they are - and both combine to help
the aime of the fascist rebels.

"!&6 struggle in Spein is for the meintenance of demooracy and a free
on in a t: hoge economy is still backward in character

Constitution in a country whose economy is still backward
and whose %‘_x_:gtitgtigng until recently were autocretic and feudal in
chareoter." (Deily Worker, August 6, 1936 - Our emphasis) |
The disastrous experience of the People's Front should force the work-
ers to realise that their only hope lies in their class initiative. A
workers' front which will stimulate and not subdue the struggle against
capitalism.

THE LESSONS OF SPAIN THE FINAL WARNING.

By Leon Trotsky-

Editorial Note: The brilliant anal:geia of events in Spain by Leon
Troteky appears over two issues of "Socialist Appeal," weekly organ
of the Socialist Workers' Party of Amsrica. Unfortunately our space
will only permit the printing of extracts; however, so important is
this analysis for revolutionaries that we take the risk of detracting
from its brilliance which extracts must undoubtedly do, and truet that
at some future date funds will permit printing the whole in pamphlet

. form.

_ Resders ghould note the following:- C.N.T. — The Anarcho Syndicaliat
_ trede union federation. F.A.I. - Iberian Anarchist Federation.
- P+0,U.ils ~ Workers' Party of Marxiet Unity.

' We commence with Trotsky's oriticism of the Anarchist statement after

' the May events in Barcelona: "We did not oupture power not because
we could not but because we did not wish to, because we are against
every kind of dietatorship.”

of conguest of power throws every workers' orgun-

mire of reformism and turns it into e glaything of
it cannct be otharwise in view of the olass struec-

The renuncietion
ization into the
the bourgeoisie:

e

| revolution who have demonstrated their incapacity to fight fascism?
|'Hakhno we defended the proletarian revolution from the peusant

|| bourgeois counter-revolution from the proletarian revelution. No
' | kind of sophism will erase from history the fact that Anarchism

| IHE ROLE OF THE POUM: Not much better is the record of the POUM.

re nf gociety. To ?ppose the nim: the conquest of power, the
ohigts could not in the end fail to be against the means: the
ylutq.nn. The leaders of the C.N.T. and F.A.TI. helped the bour—
isis not only-to hold on 1‘;0 the shadow of power in July, 15936,
to re-establish bit by bit what it had lost at one stroke. In
» 1937, they sabotaged the upriging of the workers and by thet
en gaved the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Thus anarchism
oh wished to be anti-political proved in reality to be anti-
hg%‘i‘_;:_'-‘ma"h and in the more critical moments - counter-revolu-
‘ma Anarchist theoreticians, who after the grest test of 1931-37,
_%‘lpgp__aat the old reactionary nonsense about Kronstadt and affirm:
Stalinism is the inevitable result of Marxism and Bolshevigm"
gimply demonstrate by this that they are forever dead for the re-
yolution. You say that Marxism is in iteelf depraved and Stalin-
dsm ig its legitimate progeny? But why do we, revelutiomary
Warxists, find ourselveés in mortal combet with Stalinism through- 1
| out the world? Why doee the Stelinist gang see in Trotskyism ite |
|‘chief enemy? Why does every approach to our view or to our methols |
| of action (Durruti, Andres Nin, Landau and others) compel the gang-—
‘gters of Stalinism to resert to bloody reprisala? Why, on the atier |
‘hand, were the leaders of Spanish Anarchipm, during the time of tce
Moscow and Madrid crimes of ‘the G.P.U., ministers under Oaballero-
| Negrin, i.e., servants of the bourgeoisie and Stalin? Why even now
| under the pretext of fighting fascism, do the anarchists remain vol-
funtary captives of Stalin-Negrin, i.e., of the executioners of the

| The lawyers of Anarchism, hiding behind Kronstadt and Makhno, will |
deceive nobody. In the Kronstadt epizode and in the struggle with

| counter-revolution. The Spanish Anarchists defended and defend

and Stalinism in the Spanish revolution were on one side of the
i"bnrrioades and the working masses with the revolutionary Marxists -
o the other. GSuch is the truth which will forever remain in the

| congcicugness of the proletariat!

| Theoretically it tried, it is true, to base itself on the formula
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of the permanent revolution (that is why the Stalinists called the
POUKists Trotskyists.)

But & revolution is not patisfied with theoretical avowals. Instead
of mobilizing the masses against the reformist leaders, including the
Anarchists, the FOUM tried to convince these gentlemen of the advan-
‘age of soeialism over capitalism. On such a piteh-pipe were tuned
all the articles and speeches of the leaders of the POUM. In-order
not to guarrel with the Anarchist leaders they did not build up their
muelei end in general did not conduct any kind of work inside the CNT.
Evading sharp cornflicts, they did not carry on revolutionary work in
the republicen army. Instead of this thsy built "their own" trade
unions and "their own" militia which guarded "their own" buildings or
oecupied "their own" part of the front. Isolating the revolutionary
| vanguard from the class, the POUM weakened the vanguard and left the b
cless without leadership. Politically, the POUM remained throughout
immeasurably mearer to the People's Front, whose left wing it cover- IF
ed, than to Bolshevism. If the POUM nevertheless fell vietim to 'W
| tloody and base repressions it wes because the Peaple's Front could id
not fulfil its mission of stifling the socialist revolution except by |
cutting off, piece by piece, its cwn left flank. ; I

Deegpite its intentions, the POUM proved to be, in the final analyeis, |
the chief obetacle on the roed to the creation of a revolutigrary party.]
The platonic or diplomatic defenders of the Fourth Internationsl who, ﬂi
like the leader of the Dutch Revolutionary Socialist Party, GSneevliet, ) |
demonstratively supported the FOUM in its half-way measures, indecisiven&

ness, evasiveness, in a word, in its centripm, took upon themselves the
greateet responsibility. Revolution does not tolerate centrism. Revol-
ution exposes and crushes centrism. In passing, it compromises the
friends and lawyers of centrism. That is one of the chief lessons of j |
the Spanigh revolution. ; ]

their capitulation to Stalin by the neceesity of paying for the iloscow
arms with principles and conscience simply 1lie and lie unskilfully. Of
course, many of them would prefer to disentangle themselves without mur-
ders and frame-ups. But every mim demands corresponding means. Begin-
ning with April 1931, i.e., long before the military intervention of

THE PROBLEW OF ARWMING: The Socialists and Anarchists who tried to justify] !
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lioseow, the Socialists and Anarchists did what they could to throttle
the proletarian revolution. Btalin taught them how to carry this
work to & conclusion. They became criminal accomplices of Stalin
only because they were his political co-thinkers.

If the leaders of the Anarchiste had resembled revolutionists et alls
they would have answered the first blackmail from iioscow nat only by
continuing the socialist advance but by disclosing Stalin's counter-
revolutionary conditions before the working class of the world. Thus
they would have forced the ioscow bureaucracy to choose openly be-
tween sooialist revolution and the dictatorehip of Frameo. The
Thermidorian bureaucracy feare =nd hotee revolution. But it algo
fears to be stifled in a fascist ring. Besides thisg it depends on
the workere. Everything speaks for the fact that ioscow would have
been forced t» supply arme 2nd, poesibly, at a more reasonable price.

But the world is not limited to Stalinist Moscow. During a year
and a half of civil war the Spanish war industry could and ghould
have been strenzthensd and developed, adapting e series of non-
rilitary factories to the purposss of war. Thie work was not
carried out only because Stalin and equally with him his Spanish
allies feared the initiative of the workers' organizations. A
strong military industry would have become & powerful instrument in
the hands of the workers. The leaders of the People's Front pre-
ferrad dependence upon kloscows

It is precisely on this guestion that the perfidious role of the
"poople's Front" was strikingly exposed; it thrust upon the workers
organizations the responsibility for the treacherosus agreement of
the bourgeoisie with Stalin. 8o long as the anarchists were in the
minority they could not, of course, immedistely hinder the ru}ing
bloc from assuming wbatever obligations they pleased toward Moscow
and the masters of lioscow: London and Peris. But they could and
they should have, without ceasing to be the best fighters on tha_
front, openly kept clear from the betrayals end batraye?s: explain-
ed the real situastion to the masses; mobilized them agulnst_the
bourgeois government; increased the forces from day to day 1n order
in the end t» conguer power and with it the loscow arms.

And what if Moscow, in the abeence of a PeoPI? e
( & o
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uf‘ymw papar towards the Engin-—
aent is based solely on press reports. You
 union apologising in the court and attempt-
: Br the union and you scoff.

ﬁ&i very easy but what is the attitude of
it ‘strike; (2) the engineers not on strike? Surely
¥ to m sﬂﬂﬂ such access to the situation before com- |

sct of the question to you. lietal workers are scarce
sequence mchieved success in their demands for higher
our Arbitration Court doing about this? The bosses
at the freguent stoppages and to sprag further militan-
‘applied for the deregistration of the union concerned.
is mean if it pucceeded? The B.H.E. and Port Kembla
M Mdie:tt]x register company uniong and thus gst

Wuﬂm officials ﬁr'e juetified in preventing what would
to trade unionipm? At any rate I suggest that the problem
d with this in mind instead of indulging in wholeaale
on. I do not suggest that the union nfficials are above
but their general line in this instence appears to be
keeping intact the unions which can only functisn legally i
in the obnoxious Arbitration Court.
-~ BE. Nelson.

Open discussion on Thermidor, the decline in dreat
‘!‘rmeh Revolution, ms compared with decline in
iet Rugsia, Wednesday March 23rd and 20th,
des Hall, Room 17 at B p.m, ALl welcome.

!.m ﬂm W our ma Qf M‘dreu on back cover.

Duplicated for md on ilhnlf ﬂ!s-— ;"
lir. E. Tripp, 297 Liverpool gtreet, nulinghunt.

Moiti-typewriting Oo., 267 ﬁul\ge ﬂt.roet Sydney.







