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PREFACE

HISTORICAL SECTION SHAWMUT COLLEGE, BOSTON,
DECEMBER 26, 2000.

Living as we do in the closing year of the twentieth century
enjoying the blessings of a social order at once so simple and
logical that it seems but the triumph of common sense, it is no
doubt difficult for those whose studies have mnot been largely
historical to realize that the present organization of society 1is,
in its completeness, less than a century old. No historical fact
is, however, better established than that till mearly the end of
ihe pineteenth century it was the general belief that the ancient
industrial system, with all its shocking social consequences, was
destined to last, with possibly a little patching, to the end of
time. How strange and well nigh incredible does it seem that
so prodigious a moral and material transformation as has taken
plagce since then could have been accomplished in so brief an
intervall

The objeet of this volume is to assist persons who, while desir-
ing to gain a more definite idea of the social contrasts between
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, are daunted by the formal
aspect of the histories which treat the subject.

The reader, toc whom modern sccial institutions and their
underlying principles are matters of course, may at times find
Dr, Leete’s explanations of them rather trite—but it must be
remembered that to Dr. Leete’s guest they were not matters of
course, and that this book is written for the express purpose of
inducing the reader to forget for the nonce that they are so to
him, One word more. The almost universal theme of the writers
and orators who have celebrated this bi-millennial epoch has been
the future rather than the past, mot the advance that has been
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CHAPTER L

1 first saw the light in the city of Boston in the year 1857.
«¢What!’’ you say, ‘‘eighteen fifty-seven? That is an odd slip.
e means nineteen fifty-seven, of course,”’ T beg ¥ard0n, but
there is no mistake. It was about four in the aiternoon of
December the 26th, one day after Christmas, in the year 1857,
not 1957, that I first breathed the east wind of Boston.

As every schoolboy knows, in the latter part of the nineteenth
century the civilization of to-day, or anything like it, did mot
exist, although the olements which were to develop it were
already in ferment. Nothing had, however, oecurred to modify
the immemorial division of society into the four classes, orT
nations, as they may be more fitly called, since the differences
between them were far greater than those hetween any nations
nowadays, of the rich and the poor, the educated and the jgnorant.
I myself was rich, and also educated, and possessed, therefore,
all the elements of happiness enjoyed by the most fortunate in
that age. Living in luxury, and occupied only with the pursuit
of the pleasures and refinements of life, T derived the means
of my support from the labour of others, rendering no sort of
service in return. My parents and grand-parents had lived
the same way, and T expected that my descendants, if I had
any, would enjoy a like easy existence.

But how ecould I live without service to the world? you ask.
Why should the world have supported in utter idleness ome who
was able to render service? The answer is that my great-grand-
father had accumulated a sum of money on which his descend-
ants had ever since lived. The sum, you will neturally infer,
must have been very large not to have been exhausted in supporting
three generations in sdleness. This, however, Was not the faet.
The sum had been originally by no means large. It was, in
fact, much larger now that tbree generations had been supported
upon it in idleness, than it was at first. This mystery of use
without consumption, of warmth without combustion, seems li
magic, but was merely an ingenious & plication of the art now
happily lost, but carricd to great pe ection by your ancestors,
of shifting the burden of one’s support on the shoulders of
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8 LOOKING BACKWARD

others. The man who had accomplished this, and it was the
end all sought, was said to live on the income of his investments,
To explain at this point how the ancient methods of industry
made this possible would delay us too much. I shall only stop
now to say that interest on investments was =a species of tax
in perpetuity upon the product of those engaged in industry
which a person possessing or inheriting money was able to levy.

By way of attempting to give the reader some general impres-
sion of the way people lived together in those days, and especially
of the relations of the rich and poor to one another, perhaps T
cannot do better than to compare gsociety as it then was to a
prodigious coach which the masses of humanity were harnessed
to and dragged toilsomely along a very hilly and sandy road.

The driver was hunger, and i i
pace was necessarilygve,ry e e e

ery breezy and comfortable, Well up
_ | , their ocenpants could enjoy the s .
their leisure, or critically diseuss the meri‘\’ﬁsyof :hes G?t]fgzni: :
team. Naturally such places were in great demand and thi

évery one seeking as the first

R 1‘:311 the other hand, there
lost. For all that they were so gusy,atmtnyaegge be wholly
s g and at every sudden jolt of the o Yery
slipping out of them and falling 'to the grouynq %k B 1N wera
instantly compelled to take hold of the Tope !andere they were
the coach on which they had before riddep 80 1h01p to drag
wag naturally regarded as a terrible mi’f""tunep easantly, Tt
:gﬁ; ;:-liin?e apprehenm:n that this might happezotlost% one’s
8 wasg a 0 e
who rode, ORI T happiness of ::!llm:;

But did they think only of themselvesy
very luxury rendered intolerable to them %;u;g_ Was not their
lot of their brothers and sisters in the harneslpamon with the
ledge that their own weight added to their togl) "o the know-
compassion for fellow-beings from whom fortuneHad they ng
guished them? Oh, yes: commiseration was frequem;{mly distin-
by those who rode for those who had to pull the coach, gaPressed
when the vehicle came to a bad place in the road, garicially
constantly doing, or to a particularly steep hill, At's“ it wag
the desperate straining of the team, their agonized la:dil' y
plunging under the pitiless lashing of hunger, the mp 12 and
fainted at the rope and were trampled in the mire mad?i Who
distressing spectacle, which often called forth higixly ef.djh‘m
displays of feeling on the top of the coach. At such timeg the
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passengers would call down encouragingly to the toilers of the
repe, exhorting them to patience, and holding out hopes of
possible compensation in another world for the hardness of their
lot, while others contributed to buy salves and liniments for the
crippled and injured. It was agreed that it was a great pity
that the coach should be so hard to pull, and there was a sense
of general relief when the specially bad piece of road was gotten
over. This relief was not, indeed, wholly on account of the
team, for there was always some danger at these bad places
of a general overturn in which all would lose their seats.

It must in truth be admitted that the main effect of the
spectacle of the :nisery of the toilers at the rope was to enhance
the passengers’ sense of the value of their seats upon the coach,
and to cause them to hold on to them more desperately than
before, If. the passengers could only have felt assured that
neither they nor their friends would ever fall from the. top, it
is probable that, beyond contributing to the funds for liniments
and bandages, they would have troubled themselves extremely
little about those who dragged the coach.

I am well aware that this will appear to the men and women of
the twentieth century an ineredible inhumanity, but there are
two facts, both very curious, which partly explain it. TIn ‘the
first place, it was firmly and sincerely believed that there was mno
other way in which Bociety could get along, except the many
pulled at the rope and the few rode, and not only this, but that
uo very radical improverent even was possible, either in the
harness, the coach, the roadway, or the distribution of the toil.
It had always been as it was, and it would always be so.

The other fact is yet more curious, consisting in a singular
hallucination which those on the top of the eoach generally
shared, that they were not exactly like their brothers and sisters
who pulled at the rope, but of finer clay, in some way belonging
to a higher order of beings who might just expect to be drawn.
This seems unaccountable, but, as I once rode on this very coach
and shared that very hallucination, I ought to be believed.
The strangest thing about the hallucination was that those whe
had but just climbed up from the ground, before they had out-
grown the marks of the rope upon their hands, began to fall
under its influence. As for those whose parents and grand-
parents hefore them had been so fortunate as to keep their seats
on the top, the conviction thpy cherished of the essential differ-
ence between their sort of humanity and the common article was
absolute.

In 1887 I came to my thirtieth year., Although still unmarried,
I was engaged to wed Edith Bartlett. She, like myself, rode on
the top of the coach. That is to say, not to encumber ourselves
further with an illustration which has, I hope, served its pur-
pose of giving the reader some general impression of how  we

)



10 TO0KING BACKWARD

lived them, her family was wealthy. lu that age, when moncy
alone commanded all that was agreeable and refined in life,
it was enough for a woman to be rich to have suitors; but Edith
Bartiett was beautiful and graceful also.

Our marriage only waited on the completion of the house which

I was building for our occupancy in one of the most desirable
parts of the city, that is to say, a part chiefly inhabited by the
rich, For it must be understood that the comparative desirability
of different parts of Boston for residence depended then, not on
natural features, but on the character of the meighbouring popu-
lation. Each class or nation lived by itgelf, in quarters of its
own. A rich man living among the poor, an educated man among
the nneducated, was like one living in isolation among a jealous
and alien race. When the house had been begun, its comple-
tion by the winter of 1886 had been expected. The spring of
the following year found it, however, yet incomplete, and my
marriage still a thing of the future, The cause of a delay
calculated to be particularly exasperating to an ardent lover
was a series of strikes, that is to say, concerted refusals to work
on the part of the bricklayers, masons, carpenters, painters,
Jumbers, and other trades concerned in house building. Strikes
become o common at that period that people had ceased to
inquire into their particular grounds. In fact it had come to be
the exceptional thing to see any class of labourers pursue their
avocation steadily for more than a few months at a time.

The reader who observes the dates alluded to will of course
recognize in these disturbances of industry the firet and  inco-
herent phase of the great movement which ended in the estab-
lishment of the modern industrial system with all its social
consequences. The relation between the working man and the
employer, between labour and capital, appeared in some unac-
countable manner to have become dislocated. The s
clogses had quite suddenly and very generally hecome infeelteﬁ
with a profound discontent with their condition, and an iq
that it could be greatly bettered if they only kmew how ¢ idea
about it. On every side, with one accord, they preferred demo {(e;io
for higher pay, shorter hours, better dwellings, better a&m 2
tional advantages, and a share in the refinements ang Iy uca-
of life, demands which it was impossible to see the way tq uries
ing, unless the world were to become a great deal riehe:grtnﬂ:t.
it then was. Though they knew something of what they w“ten
they kmew nothing of how to accomplish it, and the g d,
enthusiasm with which they thronged about any one who “::-551-
likely to give them any light on the subject lent sudden re ‘“21
tion to many would-be leaders, some of whom had little Bngu' ;
light to give. ; gh

As to the final outeome of the labour struggles, which Was the

hrase by which the movement I have described was most
wenly referred to, the opinions of the people of my clms'ﬂiﬂ‘;:i
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according to individual temperament. The sanguine argued
very forcibly that it was in the very nature of things imposgible
that the new hopes of the working men could be satisfied, simiply
because the world had not the wherewithal to satisfy them, It
was only because the masses worked very hard and lived on
short commons that the race did not starve outright, and no
considerable improvement in their condition was possible while
the world, as a_whole, remained so poor. It was not the capitalist
whom the labotiring men were contending with, these maintained,
but the iron-bound environment. of humanity, and it was merely
a question of the thickness of their skulls when they would
discover the fact and make up their minds to endure what they
could not cure.

The less sanguine admitted all this. Of course the working
men’s aspirations were impossible of fvlfilment for mnatural
reasons, but there were grounds to fear that they would not discover
this fact until they had made a sad mess of society. They had
the votes and the power to do so if they pleased, and their
leaders meant they should. Some of these desponding observers
went so far as to predict an impending social cataclysm. Human-
ity, they argued, having climbed to the top round of the
ladder of civilization, was about to take a header into chaos,
after which it would doubtless pick itself up, turn round, and
begin to climb again. Repeated experiences of this sort in
historic and prehistoric times possibly accounted for the uzzling
bumps on the human ecranium. Human history, like all great
movements, was cyclical, and returned to the point of beginning.
The idea of indefinite progress in a right line was a chimera of
the imagination, with no analogue in nature. The parabola of a
comet was perhaps a yet better illustration of the career of
humanity. Tending upward and sunward from the aphelion of
barbarism, the race attained the perihelion of civilization only
to plunge downward once more to its pether goal in the regions
of chaos.

The mervous tension of the public mind could not have been
more strikingly illustrated than it was by the alarm resulting
from the talk of a small band of men who ecalled themselves
anarchists, and proposed to terrify the American people into
adopting their ideas by threats of violence, as if a mighty nation
which had just put down a rebellion of half its own numbers,
in order to maintain its politieal system, were likely to adopt
a new social system out of fear.

As one of the wealthy, I naturally shared the apprehensions
of my class,
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CHAPTER II,

The thirtieth day of May, 1887, fell
on a M
;ﬁ ti:e a&nual hnllday‘s of i;]le m;,tiun in the i}aﬂ%zf .thlif'dwag ?:ne
D:; e;gr ;:;;tgur{a’})emgtsett%part under the name of Decoﬁatigﬁ
: our to the memory of the i
El?il;)tril :;hghatosols tprt in the war fm-y the prese:?}s;f;: gi‘ :;}llle
gin of e Stees Tho it el o Biith Buiiest had
- . ? ID i i
habit of making a visit to Mount iub?ly;nfh\?vhfeﬁﬂh}; v{;}% i

T had asked permission to make one
;?‘g; Egt:lth ecc:id;y Ia.t nightfall, remainegftothgi&): r\?"i?:fhmtlg’ t;n !
i n f}he drawing-room, after dinner, T ?kaén 11y
an gvoving pager and roed of @ freh wniko inthe building
of my’ unluck; ﬂl?ouspmbably still further delay the 20m11111d1_11£
from bad to w):)rse o fIt e i P goin
S nd to wa tovery ast, and that there was no teﬁ?e going
Bartlett’s saying ‘??On.th s b 0f 36 T ramo nlljg "M
world seem to b’e i N e aluanss g ‘over the
e Rl going crazy at omce. In Eur over the
at all.”’ T asked el:fl" 1135.11[-11;12::& t}x Bho(:}llla pt ﬂa’mo}:l: llitvali:hfear
: ; ; o Te
::::li%.;?sttes ttc;l if all the terrible things B:oc‘nl]:y _l"here we should
where soeiet;eiz?.l!]l;i bge aijlmg i knﬁgw%:n Whllch “now
and the Chinese Empir(;. S o theenlang, %:E:SOI;?:
’

“¢Tho
were about,” somebody added, “the{:l %;naman knew what’ they

western civilization. They knew Y refused to Jef |

; o 2R what ] i o

than we did. They saw it was nothing bultt dxﬁtieﬁd to batt?::
in

After this, T remember drawi disgui
: . rawing Edith .
E;:mi:d_i_her that it would be better to be 1?11;:2 da.nd frying to
in t aiting for the completion of the house, endiaciLe With-
mTravel till our home was ready for us 1 THEDE time
&, };e [];:-:; s;)tu:ﬂ::;fh fI htad left my betrothed was a rathey
, e fact was no reflection on 3
;e :tci;ﬁz:]e{i hﬁiﬂﬁe}:‘er from linsomniai, and n]th‘;fggez‘t’ﬁmn. T was
i een completely fagged oy ke
::lllligs 3;5;’1’; ;:grn}:l? ta::i all the two %Eevin(:;,t Itl?;lft:a y’Engm }?:::
8, insisted on i ine
strict orders to go to bed ;ing;gg e hewld Ly S0 o,""l“:i With
s - - 3 k
The houge in which T lived had been oceupied by thre

tions of the famil i
of hieh T as the onml ivin =
y of W W 7 lving repreggnys
8enty.

early ong
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tive in the direct line. It was a large, ancient wooden mansion,
yery elegant in an old-fashioned way within, but situated in a
quarter that had long since become undesirable for residence,
from its invasion by tenement houses and manufactories. It was
not a house to which T could think of bringing a bride, much less
go dainty a one as Taith Bartlett. I had advertised it for sale,
and meanwhile merely used it for sleeping purposes, dining at
my club. One servant, a faithful coloured man by the name of
Sawyer, lived with me and attended to my few wants. One
foature of the house T expected to miss greatly when I should
leave it, and this was the sleeping chamber which I had built
under the foundations. I could mot have slept in the city at
all, with its never-ceasing nightly noises, if I had been obliged
to use an upstairs chamber. But to this gsubterranean room no
murmur from the upper world ever penetrated. When I had
entered it and closed the door, I was surrounded by the silence
of the tomb. In order to prevent the dampness of the subsoil
from penetrating the chamber, the walls had been laid in
hydraulic cement and were very thick, and the floor was likewise
protected. In order thag the room might serve also as 2 vault
equally proof against violence and flames, for the storage of
valuables, T had roofed it with stone slabs hermetically sealed,
and the outer door was of iren with a thick coating of asbestos.
A small pipe, communicating with a windmill on the top of the
house, insured the renewal of air.

It might seem that the tenant of such a chamber ought to be
able to command slumber, but it was rare that I slept well, even
there, two nights in succession. So accustomed was 1 to wakeful-
ness that T minded little the loss of one night’s rest. A second
night, however, spent in my reading chair instead of my bed, tired
me out, and I never allowed myself to go longer than that with-
out slumber, from fear of nervous disorder. From this state-
ment it will be inferred that T had at my command some artificial
means for inducing sleep in the last resort, and so in fact T had.
1¢ after two sleepless nights T found myself on the approach
of the third without sensations of drowsiness, I called in Dr.
Pillsbury.

He was a doctor by courtesy only, what was called in those
days an ‘‘irregular’’ or ¢¢quack’’ doctor. He called himself a
s Professor of Animal Magnetism.’”? T had come across him in
the course of some amateur investigations into the phenomena
of animal magnetism, I don’t think he knew anything about
medicine, but he was certainly a remarkable mesmerist. It was
for the purpose of being’ put to sleep by his manipulations that
T uged to send for him when T found a third night of sleepless-
ness impending. Let my mnervous excitement or mental pre-
occupation be however great, Dr. Pillsbury never failed, after a
short time, to leave me in a deep slumber, which continued till
1 was aroused by a reversal of the mesmerizing process. The
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process for awaking the sleeper was much gimpler th
utting him to sleep, and for conveni oA e &
Bnry teach Sawyer How to do it. B P

I went directly home after leavi i
Sawyer to fetch 3i)r. Pillsbury, o e

It appeared that he had with difficult
: : ¥ been able to re hi
Ere;:m::étg: l;?:pfaais %reé};rtng_ to leave the city that vgﬁycunggﬁg
ne at since he had seen me 1 |
Eea.ljlae(}i of a fine professional opening in a dil,lr,]ltz:mta Szi*he hag
3%1_ e :;D t1:a,k€s prompt advantage of it. On my asking itryl"san
g:; ?ﬁewn:m;[ vgafs.s to d:l for someone to put me to sleep’ he gﬁg

: s several mesmeri i ;

Sy Al B Jlxllg.nzers in Boston who, he averred,
Somewhat relieved on this point,

me at nine o’clock next morning,

Eﬁegrﬁﬂﬁ%@t‘m,hﬂssumﬂ}l a comfortable attitude, and surre
il yt o the manipulations of the mesmerizer Owi =
mmmgn: ino]_n_ay unusually nervous state, I was slow N?g,
osing consciousness, but at len, th o -
BN diste wrer e gth a delicious drowsi-

I inai:ructed Sawyer to rous
and, lying down on the bed i:

T T i o e s UL AL SN

CHAPTER T1I.

¢ Hn i i i
i ﬁr:t -gflng to open 3115 eyes.
‘‘Promise me, then, that
ou wi
The first voice wa,s,a m| oy i L a7
spoke in whispers.

‘I will see how he seems,’’ replied the mg
n,

: :iot, 1;10, promise me,”’ persisted the other
et her h i '
woman, ave her way,”’ whispered 3 third yoice, g
80
‘!‘Wﬁll,‘well, I promise, then,”’ angw, ; :
go e 14 woming ont of it.’’ P
There was a rustle

F._[e had better gee but one of

an’
8, the second g Woman'’s, and both

it “‘Quick,
fine. y arments, and
ax;re:ik;igo? an of perhaps sixty wag 'Ib:&)ngped 1y eyes. A
upon his faa.tu::u(:h bemevelpiioe mingleq Wit;‘ang orer me, an
on an elbow 8. He was an utter stranger Breat euriggit
B 4 and looked around. The * 1 raigeq y
iy Rl uover TOOm Wag epypy myself

been in it or'
looked back at my com;a;ioxzefgz’ :r:i]c:? furnigheq l{h Iit,“rl-

::How do you feel?’’ he inquired.
Where am I1’’ I demanded.

(13 %
You are in my house,” was the reply.

.
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¢ How came I hered’’ :

««We will talk about that when you are stronger. M;anwh;l_e,
1 beg you will feel mo anxiety. You are among friends and in
good hands. How do you feelf’’ G

«c A Dbit queerly,”’ 1 replied, ‘‘but I am well, I suppose. ik
ou tell me how I came to be indebted to your hospitality®
What has happened to med How came I heref It wasin my
own house that I went to sleep.”’ o

“Phere will be time enough for explanations later,” my un-
known host replied, with a re-assuring smile. « 7t will be better
to avoid agitating tallk until you are a little more yourself.
Will you oblige me by taking a couple of sv’&:allows of this
mixture? It will do you good. I am a physician. :

I repelled the glass with my hand and sat up on the couch,
although with an effort, for my head was strangely light.

¢(] insist upon knowing at once where I am and what you
have been doing with me,’’ I said.

««My dear sir,”’ responded my companion, ‘‘let me beg that
you will not agitate yourself. 1 would rather you did not
insist upon explanations so soom, but if you do, I will try to
satisfy you, provided you will first take this draught, which will
strengthen you somewhat.’’

I thereupon drank what he offered me. Then he said, ‘‘It is
not so simple a maiter as you evidently suppose to tell you how
you came here. You eal tell me quite as much on that point
as T can tell you. You have just been roused from a deep sleep
or, more properly, trance. So mueh I can tell you. You say
you were in your own house when you fell into that sleep. May
T ask you when that was 4

“When?’ I replied, “when? Why, last evening, of course,
at about ten o’clock. I leff my man Sawyer orders to call me
at nine o’clock. What has become of Sawyert?’’

4] can’t preecisely tell you that,”’ replied my companion,
regarding me with a curious expression, ‘“but I am sure that
he is excusable for not being here. And now can you tell me
a little more explicitly when it was that you fell into that
sleep, the date, T meant’’

“Why, last night, of course; I said so, didn’t I? that is unless

I have overslept an entire day. Great heavens! that cannot be
possible; and yet T have an odd sensation of having slept a long

time. It was Decoration Day that T went to sleep.”’
¢‘Decoration Dayf?’’
¢(Yes, Monday, the 30th.”’
¢¢Pardon me, the 30th of what?’’

“Why, of this month, of course, unless I have slept into
June, but that can’t be.’’
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**This month is September.’’

‘‘September, You don’t mean that I’ i
God in heaven! Why, it is ineredible.r.l” i e

““We shall see,”” replied ion; i
May 30th when y'ou we?at to :lizepc‘o,lflpamon, i

e L)
““May I ask of what year$”’

I stared blankly at him, inca
pable of speech, f
‘‘Of what year?”’ I feebly echoed aﬁ: Ias,t. e e

‘“Yes, of what year, if
; if you please? Aft y
th?:: I shall be able to tell you how long yolia rhg‘?;l slllé“—te’ ’t e
It was the year 1887,"’ I said. !

My companion insisted that
1L
fr?m the glass, and felt my pulse
‘M . - ¥
5 y dear sir,”’ he said, ‘‘your manner indicatc y
e a man of culture, which I i hat o

] am v
matter of course in your day it n:vt:'air: §ie 1y B0 ‘means the

h 7

c;;re bimic];iellyf r;:;ge ttheb observation that nft(};ifgous);; tg?fn, you
The causes of all ;henzm]:al:g;e tidertul than anythiﬁg ngslg
results equally matters of wume&:re pately adequate, and the

by wh i g nt

i e ol ot o o e
i isp‘:,];'mﬁ it to affect vour ellu .am confident
your bodily condition ﬁaagnfs an%oun-g min of gaf;;m'gil‘:’?duly.
one just roused from a somewhgq ey different from tiétal‘ﬁ

g tt
and yet this is the tenth day of QSPQSI?,%Q?“& profound sleep,

and you have slept exaetl in th

three months, and eleven dgysfme hundred ang thitzee)?ryig‘igj

atlxehcng pa.r?ia];y dazed, T drank 3 ¢y £ ’

- ye umdp;anmn 8 suggestion, and, imme iatar o 01t of broth
E}v :@WI owsy, went off into a deep aleesly atterward becom-

n i :

been lightegv;O]t{Fﬁ folly Wt ey O o

i g ;— ificially when I was awake bﬂfoe toom, which had

e Ig l?e;r. He was not looking atr * My mysterions

tate upc;n my cx?ra;dgggfyogiptmt‘? g tu?im ]‘:ihen 1 e

din; uation, b M angd

%e ':tvla.s cll;,:;a:ke.ThMy giddiness was all’ goerf:re.,_ ; nhaer“dmﬁ&lt

thirt‘Zen yes;,rs wilfctl?r{nthat If i asl;e%non?y ko

# ; » in my former weak g aaindre

t;onﬁeIrLl;;t:gc?;teg W‘.ltholltt question, reeur?-gdb:r .
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than the wildest guess as to what that something might have
been, . Could it be that I was the vietim of some sort of con-
spiracy? It looked so, certainly; and yet, if human lineaments
ever gave true evidence, it was certain that this man by my
gide, with a face so refined and ingenuous, was no party to any
scheme of crime or outrage. Then it occurred to me to question
i# I might not be the butt of some elaborate practical joke on
the part of friends who had somehow learned the .secret of my
underground chamber and taken this means of impressing me
with the peril of mesmeric experiments. There were great diffi-
culties in the way of this theory; Sawyer would mnever have
betrayed ame, nor had I any friends at all likely td undertake
such an enterprise; nevertheless the supposition that T was tho
victim of a practical joke seemed on the whole the only one
tenable. Half expecting to catch a glimpse of some familiar
face grinning from behind a chair or curtain, T looked carefully
about the room, When my eyes next rested on my companion,
he was looking at me.

«¢Ypu have had a fine nap of twelve hours,”’ he said briskly,
“gnd I can see that it has done you good. ,You look much
better. Your colour is good and your eyes are bright. How do
you feel?’’

«¢T pever felt better,’”’ I said, sitting up.

“You remember your first waking, no doubt,” he pursued,
tand your surprise when I told you how long you had ~been
asleep?”’

¢¢You said, T believe, that T had slept one hundred and thirtecn
years.’’

¢ Exactly.”’

t¢¢vou will admit,”’ I said, with an iromical smile, “‘that the
story was rather an improbable one.’’

«(Extraordinary, I admit,’’ he responded, ‘‘but given the
proper conditions, not improbable or inconsistent with what we
know of the trance state. When complete, as in your case, the
vital functions are absolutely suspended, and there is mo waste
of the tissues. No limit can be set to the possible duration
of a trance when the external cenditions protect the body from
physical injury. This trance of yours is indeed the longest of
which there is any positive record, but there is no known reason
wherefore, had you not been discovered, and had the chamber
in which we found you continued intact, you might not have
remained in a state of suspended animation till, at the end of
indefinite ages, the gradual refrigeration of the earth had
destroyed the hodily tissues and set the spirit free.'’

I had to admit that, if T were the victim of a practical joke,
its authors had chosen an admirable agent for carrying out their
imposition. The impressive and even eloquent manner of this
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geem, even to me, that I did mot risk the ridicule of my fellow-
physicians by mentioning it, but gave some other reasom for
postponing their experiments. No soomer, however, had they left
me, than I set on foot a systematic attempt at resuscitation, of
which you know the result.’’

Had its theme been yet more incredible, the circumstantiality
of this narrative, as well as the impressive mhnner and per-
sonality of the narrator, might have staggered a listener, and 1
had begun to feel very strange, when, as he elosed, T chanced
to cateh a glimpse of my reflection in a mirror hanging on the
wall of the room. I rose and went up to it. The face I saw
was the face to a hair and a line, and not a day older than the
one I had looked at as I tied my cravat hefore going to Kdith
that Decoration Day, which, as this man would “have me believe,
was celebrated one hundred and thirteen years before. At this,
the colossal character of the fraud which was heing attempted
on me, came over me afresh. Indignation mastered my mind as
T realized the outrageous liberty that had been taken,

¢You are probably surprised,’’ said my companion, ‘‘to see
that, although you are a century older than when you lay down
to sleep in that underground chamber, your appearance is un-
changed. That should not amaze you. It is by virtue of the
total arrest of the vital functions that you have survived this
great period of time. If your body could have undergone any
change during your trance, it would long ago have suffered dis-
golution.”

“gir? T replied, turning to him, ¢“what your motive can he
in reciting to me with a serious face this remarkable farrago,
I am utterly unahle to guess; but you are surely yourself too
intelligent to suppose that anybody but an imbecile could be
deceived by it, Spare me any more of this elaborate nonsense
and once for all tell me whether you refuse to give me an
intelligible account of where I am and how I came here. If
go, T shall proceed to ascertain mv whereabouts for myself, who-
ever may hinder.”’

“You do not, then, believe that this is the year 20001"

““Do you really think it necessary to ask me that?’’ I
returned.

«¢Very well,”’ replied my extraordinary host. ¢‘Since I can-
not convince you, you shall convince yourself, Are you strong
enough to follow me upstairs$’’

«] am as strong as I ever was,” T replied angrily, “as I
may have to prove if this jest ig earried much farther.'’

¢¢T beg, sir,’”’ was my companion’s response, ‘‘that you will
not allow yourself to be too fully persuaded that you are the
vietim of a trick, lest the reaction, when you are comvinced of
the truth of my statements should be too grea il
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The tone of concern, mingled with commiseration, wi i
he said this, and the entire absence of any sign of rtla?;n?i:::l};
at my hot words strangely daunted me, and T followed him from
the room with an extraordinary mixture of emotions. He led the
way up two flights of stairs and then up a shorter ome, which
Janded us upon a belvedere on the house-top. “Be ple;.sed to
look around you,’’ he said, as we reached the platform, ‘‘and
tell me whether this is the Boston of the nineteenth century.’’

At my feet lay a great city. Miles of bro
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not one of its green islets missing, Bl i iheadlands,
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CHAPTER 1V,
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he answered, ‘‘but’ many

«Only a century has passed,’’
has seen changes less extra-

a millennium in the world’s history
ordinary.’’ v
¢ And mow,’’ he added, extending his hand with an air of
{rresistible cordiality, ¢¢]et me give you a hearty welcome to the
Boston of the twentieth century and to this house. My name
ig Leete, Dr. Leete they call me.”’
¢¢My neme,’’ T said, as 1 shook his hand, ‘‘is Julian West.”’

4T am most happy in making your acgquaintance, Mr. West,”’
he responded. ¢‘Seeing that this house is built on the site of

your own, I hope you will find it easy to make yourself at home

s R
After my refreshments, Dr. Leete offered me a bath and a
change of clothing, of which I gladly availed myself.
Tt did not appear that any verv startling revolution in men’s attire
had been among the great changes my host had spoken of, for.
parring a few details, my new habiliments did not puzzle me at

all
No socmer did T find myself physically rehabilitated through
the kind offices of my host, than T hecame eager to return to the
house-top; and presently we were comfortably established there

in easy-chairs, with the city beneath and around us. After Dr.
Teete had responded to pumerous questions on My part, as to
e new ones which had

the sncient landmarks T missed and th
replaced them, he asked me what point of the contrast between
the new and the old eity struck me most foreibly.

¢y gpeak of small things before great,”’ T .responded, ‘T
really think that the complete absence of chimneys and their

smoke is the detail that first impressed me. "’
¢« Ah!1?? ejaculated my companion with an air of much interest,
«¢T had forgotten the chimneys, it is so_long gince they went out
of use. Tt is mearly a century gince the erude method of com-
bustion on which you depended for heat became obsolete.”’
¢¢Tp general,’”’ T gaid, ¢‘what impresses me most about the eity

ig the material prosperity on the part of the people which its

magnificence implies.”’

««T would give a great deal for just omne glimpse of the Boston
of your day,’’ replied Dr. Tecte. ‘‘No doubt, as you imply,
the cities of that period were rather shabby affairs. Tf you had
the taste to make them splendid, which T would not be so rude
as to question, the general poverty resulting from your extra-
ordinary industrial system would not have given you the means.
Moreover, the excessive individualism which then prevailed was
inconsistent with much publie gpirit. ‘What little wealth you
had seems almost wholly to have been lavished in private luxury.

STATE L
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For my own part, never do I remember the operations of my
mind to have been more alert and acute than that evening, or my
intellectual sensibilities more keen. Of course I do not mean
that the consciousness of my amazing situation was for a moment
out of mind, but its chief effect thus far was to produce a
feverish elation, & sort of mental intoxication.

Edith Leete took little part in the comversation, but when
several times the magnetism of her beauty drew my glance to
her face, I found her eyes fixed on me with an absorbed inten-
sity, almost like fascination. It was evident that I had excited
her interest to an extraordinary degree, as was not astonish-
ing, supposing her to be & girl of imagination. Though I sup-
posed curiosity was the chief motive of her interest, it could
Eut affect me as it would not have done had she been less beauti-

ul.

Dr. Leete, ns well as the ladies, seemed greatly interested in
my account of the circumstances in which I had gone to sleep
in the underground chamber. All had suggestions to offer to
account for my having been forgotten thers, and the theory
which we finally agreed on offers at least a plausible explanation,
although whether it be in its details the true one, nobody, of
conrse, will ever kmow. The layer of ashes found above the
chamber indicated that the house had ‘been burned down. Let

‘it be supposed that the conflagration had taken place the night
‘I fell asleep. It only remains fo assume that Sawyer lost his

lifa. in the fire or by some accident connected with it, and the
rest follows naturally emough. No one but he and Dr Pills-
bury either knew of the existence of the chamber or that I was
in it, and Dr. Pillsbury, who had gone that night to New Orleans,
had probably never heard of the fire at all. The conclusion of
my friends, and of the public, must have been that T had perished
in the flames. An excavation of the ruins, unless thorough,
would not have disclosed the recess in the foundation walls
connecting with my chamber. To be sure, if the site had been
again built upon, at least immediately, such an excavation would
have been necessary, but the troublous times and the undesirable
character of the locality might well have prevented rebuilding.
The size of the trees in the garden now occupying the site
indicated, Dr. Leete said, that for more than half a century at

least it had been open ground.
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CHAPTER V,
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replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘and thers is no way in which it could arise,
1 suppose we may claim to have solved it. Bociety would indeed
have fully deserved being devoured if it had failed to answer a
riddle so entirely simple. In fact, to speak by the book, it was
not necessary for society to solve the riddle at all. It may be
said to have solved itself. The solution came as the result of a
process of industrial evolution which could mot have terminated
otherwise. All that society had to do was to recognize and
co-operate with that evolution, when its temdency had become
unmistakable.'’

¢F can only say,”’ I answered, ‘‘that at the time I fell asleep
no such evolution had been recognized.’’

(Tt was in 1887 that you fell into this sleep, I think you said.’’

¢¢Yes, May 30th, 1887.7’

My companion regarded me musingly for some moments, Then
he observed, ‘‘And you tell me that even then there was no
generzl recognition of the nature of the ecrisis which society was
nearing? Of course, I fully credit your statement. The singular
blindness of your contemporaries to the signs of the times is a
phencmenon commented on by many of our historians, but few
facts of history are more difficult for us to realize, so obvious and
nnmistakable as we look back seem the indications, which must
also have come under your eyes, of the transformation about to
come to pass. I should be interested, Mr. West, if you would
give me a little more definite idea of the view which you and
men of your grade of intellect took of the state and prospects
of sociefy in 1887. You must. at least, have realized that the
widespread industrial and soeial troubles, and the underlying dis-
satisfaction of all classes with the inequalities of society, and
the general misery of mankind, were portents of great changes
of some sort.”’

¢¢We did, indeed, fully realize that,’’ T replied. ‘‘We felt that
society was dragging anchor and in danger of going adrift.
Whither it would drift nobody could say, but all feared the

rocks.”’

¢ Nevertheless,’’ said Dr. Leete, ‘‘the get of the current was

perfectly perceptible if you had but taken pains to observe it,
and it was not toward the rocks, but toward a deeper channel.”’

«tWe had a popular proverb,’’ T replied, ‘‘that ‘hindsight is
better than foresight,” the force of which T shall now, no doubt,
appreciate more fully than ever. All T can say js, that the pros-
pect was such when I went into that long sleep that T should not
have been surprised had T looked down from your house-top to-day
on a heap of charred and moss-grown ruins instead of this glorious
eity.’’

Dr. Leete had listened to me with close attention and nodded
thoughtfully as T finished speaking. ““What you have said,’’ he
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at the same time the way upward to the grade of employer was
‘¢losed to him. Seli-defence drove him to union with his fellows.
.~ «imhe records of the period ghow that the outery against the
‘pomcentration of capital was furious, Men believed that it threat-
ened society with a form of tyrauny more sbhorrent than it had
oven known. They believed that the great corporations were
preparing for them the yoke of a baser servitude than had ever
been imposed on the race, servitude not to men, but to soulless
machines incapable of any motive but insatiable greed. Looking
back, we cannot wonder at their desperation, for certainly
humanity was never confronted with a fate more sordid and
hideous than would have been the era of corporate tyranny which
they snticipated.
¢‘Meanwhile, without being in the smallest degree checked by
the clamour against it, the abeorption of business by ever larger
monopolies continued. In the United States there was not, affer
the beginning of the last quarter of the century, any opportunity
whatever for individual enterprise in amy important field of indus-
try, unless backed by a_ great capital. During the last decade
of the century, such small businesses as still remained were fast-
failing survivals of a past epoch, or mere parasites on the great
corporations, or else oxisted in fields too small to attract the
great capitalists. Small businesses, as far as they still remained,
were reduced to the condition of rats and mice, living in holes
and corners, and counting on evading motice for the enjoyment
of existence. The railroads had gone on combining till a few
great syndicates controlled every rail in the land. In manufac-
tories, every important staple was controlled by a syndicate.
These syndicates, pools, trusts, or whatever their name, fixed prices
and crushed all competition except when combinations as vast
as themselves arose. Then a struggle, resulting in a still greater
consolidation, ensued. The great city bazaar crushed its country
rivals with branch stores, and in the city itself absorbed its
gmaller rivals till the business of a whole quarter was econcen-
trated under one roof, with a hundred former proprietors of shops
gerving as clerks., Having no business of his own to put his
money ‘in, the small capitalist, at the same time that he took
gervice under the corporation, fonnd no other imvestment for his
money but its stocks and bonds, thus becoming doubly dependent
upon it.
p“T]m fact that the desperate popular opposition to the consoli-
dation of business in a few powerfal hands had no effect to cheek
it proves that there must have been a strong gconomical reason
for it. The small capitalists, with their innumerable petty con-
cerns, had in fact yielded the field to the great aggregation of
eapital, because they belonged to a day of small things and were
totally incompetent to the demands of an age of steam and tele-
graphs and the gigantic scale of its enterprises. To restore the
former order of things, even if possible, would have involved
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to that of surrendering the functions of political

in magnitude, ;
kings and nobles to be conducted for their personal

overnment to
glorification.”’

“8o stupendous &
of ecourse, take place without great bloodshed an
vulsions.’’ - :

«¢On the contrary,’’ replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘there was #dbselutely
no violence. The change had been long foreseen. Public opinion
had become fully ripe for it, and the whole mass of the people
was behind it. There was no more possibility of opposing it by
force than by argument. On the other hand, the popular sent1-
ment towards the great corporations and those identified with
them had ceased to be one of bitterness, as they came to realize
their necessity as a link, a transition phase, in the evolution of
the true industrial system. The most violent foes of the great
private momnopclies were NOW forced to recognize how invaluable
and indispensable had been their office in educating the people
up to the point of assuming control of their own business. Fifty
years before, the consolidation of the industries of the country
under national control would have seemed a very daring experiment
to the most sanguine. But by a series of object-lessons, seen and
studied by all men, the great corporations had taught the people
an entirely new set of ideas on this subject. They had seen for
many years syndicates handling revenues greater than those of
states, and directing the labours of hundreds of thousands of
men with an eficiency and economy unattainable in smaller opera-
tions. It had come to be recognized as an axiom that the larger
the business the simpler the prineiples that can be applied to
it; that, as the machine is truer than the hand, so the system,
which in a great concern does the work of the master’s eye in
a small business, turns out more accurate results. Thus it came
about that, thanks to the ecorporations themselves, when it was
proposed that the nation should assume their functions, the sug-
gestion implied nothing which seemed impracticable even to the
timid. To be sure it was a step beyond any yet taken, a broader
generalization, but the very fact that the nation would be the

sole corporation in the field would, it was seen, relieve the under-

taking of many difficulties with which the partial monopolies

bhad contended.’’

change as you describe,” said I, “did not,
d terrible con-
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CHAPTER VI.

Dr. Leete ceased speaking, and I remained silent, endeavouring
to form some general conception of the changes in the arrange-
ments of EOBIBt? implied in the tremendous revolution which he
had described.’

‘‘Finally,’’ I said, ‘‘the idea of such an extension of th -
tions of government ’is, to say the least, rather overwl?elmigg.f"'mc
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1¢Human nature itself must have changed very much,’’ T said.

««Not at all,’? was Dr. Leete’s reply, ‘‘but the conditions of
human life have changed, and with them the motives of human
action. The organization of society with you was such that
officials were under 2 constant temptation to misuse their power
for the private profit of themselves or others. In such circum-
stances it seems almost strange that you dared entrust them with
any of your affairs. Nowadays, on the contrary, society is so
constituted that there is absolutely no way in which an oﬁc1al,
however ill-disposed, eould possibly make any profit for himself
or any one else by a misuse of his power. Let him be as bad
an official as you please, he cannot be a corrupt one. There is
no motive to be. The social system mo longer offers a premium
on dishonesty. But these are matters which you can only under-
stand as you come, with time, to know us better.’’

¢¢But you have not yet told me how you have settled the
labour problem. It is the problem of capital which we have been
discussing,”’ I said. ‘‘After the nation had assumed e.onduf,t
of the mills, machinery, railroads, farme, mines, and c.apltal in
general of the country, the labour question still remained. Tn
assuming the responsibilities of eapital the nation had assumed
the difficulties of the capitalist’s position.’’

¢¢The moment the nation assumed the responsibilities of capital
those difficulties vanished,” replied Dr. Leete. “The national
organization of labour under ome direction was the complete
solution of what was, in your day and under your gystem, justly
regarded as the insoluble labour problem. When the nation
became the sole employer, all the citizens, by virtue of their
citizenship, became employés, to be distributed according to the
needs of industry.”

¢That is,”’ T suggested, ‘‘you have simply applied the prin-
eiple of universal military service, as it was understood in our
day, to the labour question.’’

«Yes” said Dr. Leete, “that was something which followed
as a matter of course as soon as the nation had hecome the sole
capitalist. The people were already accustomed to the idea that
the obligation of every citizem, not physically disabled, to con-
tribute his military services to the defence of the nation was
equal and absolute. That it was equally the duty of every
citizen to contribute his quota of industrial or intellectual ser-
vices to the maintenance of the nation was equally evident,
though it was not until the nation became the employer of labour
that citizens were able to render this sort of serviee with any
pretence either of universality or equity. No organization of
labour was possible when the employing power was divided among
hundreds or thousands of individuals and corporations, between
which concert of any kind was neither desired, nor indeed
feasible, Tt constantly happened then that vast numbers who
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desired to labour could find no opportunity, and on. the other
hand, those who desired to evade a part or all of their debt
could easily do so.”’

f¢8ervice now, I suppose, is compulsory upon all,”’ T suggested,

‘It is rather a matter of course than of compulsion,’’ replied
Dr. Leete. ‘‘It is regarded as so natural and reasonable that
the idea of its being compulsory has ceased to be thought of,
He would be thought to be an ineredibly contemptible person wha
should need eompulsion in such a case. Nevertheless, to speak of
gervice being compulsory would be a weak way to state its absolute
inevitableness. QOur entire social order is so based upon and
deduced from it that if it were conceivable that a man could eseape
it, he would be left with no possible way to provide for his exis-
tence. He would have excluded himself from the world, cut him-
gelf off from his kind, in a word, committed suicide.”

- “Is the term of service in this industrial army for life?”

‘“Oh, no; it both beging later and ends earlier than the average
working period in your day. Your workshops were filled with
children and old men, but we hold the period of youth sacred to
edupation, and the period of maturity, when the physical forces
begin to flag, equally sacred to ease and agreeable relaxation. The
period of industrial service is twenty-four years, bezinning at the
close of the course of education at twenty-one and terminating at
f91:ty-ﬁve._ After forty-five, while discharged from labour, the
c1t1z§n still remains liable to special calls, in ease of emergency
causing a sudden great inerease in the demand for labour, till he
reaches the age of fifty-five, but such calls are rarely, in fact almost
never, made. The fifteenth day of October of evei'\,f year is what
we call Muster Day, because those who have reached the age of
twenty-one are then mustered into the industrial service, and at
the same time those who, after twenty-four years’ servi’ce, have
;ﬁached the age of forty-five, are honourably mustered out. It is

e great day of the year with us, whence we reckon all other
events, our Olympiad, save that it is annual.”
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CHAPTER VII.

“It is after you have mustered your industrial army into ser-
viee,” T said, “that T should expect the chief difficulty to arise,
for there its analogy with a military army must cease. What
administrative talent can be equal to determining wisely what
trade or business every individual in a great nation shall puraue?”

“The administration has nothing to do with determining that
point.”

“Who does determine it, then?’ I asked.

“Tivery man for himself in accordance with his natural aptitude,
the utmost pains being taken to enable him to find out what his
natural aptitude really is. The principle on which our industrial
army is organized is that a man’s natural endowments, mental and
physical, determine what he can work at most profitably to the
nation and most satisfactorily to himself. While the obligation of
service in some form is not to be evaded, voluntary election, subject
only to necessary regulation, is depended on to determine the par-
ticular sort of service every man is to render. As an individual’s
satisfaction during his term of service depends on his having an
occupation to his taste, parents and teachers watch from early
years for indications of special aptitudes in children. A thorough
study of the National industrial system, with the history and rudi-
ments of all the great trades, is an essential part of our educational
system. While manual training is not allowed to encroach on the
general intelleetual eulture to which our schools are devoted, it is

" carried far enough to give our youth, in addition to their theoretical

knowledge of the national industries, mechaniecal and agricultural,
a certain familiarity with their tools and methods. Our schools
are constantly visiting our workshops, and often are taken on long
excursions to inspeet particular industrial enterprises. In your
day a man was not ashamed to be grossly ignorant of all trades
except his own, but such ignorance would not be consistent with
our idea of pldcing every ome in a position to select intelligently
the occupation for which he has most taste. Usually long before
ke is mustered into service a young man has found out the pursuit
he wants to follow, has acgquired a great deal of knowledge about
it, and is waiting impatiently the time when he can enlist in its
ranks.”

“Surely,” T said, “it can hardly be that the number of volunteers
for any trade is exacily the number needed in that trade. It must
be generally, either under or over the demand.,”

B
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which students are not received, as there wm_ild
remain too tlg:ief a period before the age of discharge in Whlcg
to gerve the nation in thexr_professmns. In your day yfung me
had to choose their professions very young, and therefore, 1n a
large proportion of instances, wholly mistook phmr vocations. It
i: %ecognized nowadays that the natural aptitudes of some aﬁe
later than those of others in developing, and therefore, while the
choice of profession may bs}e made” as early as twenty-four, it
omains open for six years longer. :
10;:;41 gsestIi)on which h);d a dozen times before been on my lips
now found utterance, a question which touched upon what, 1n m)i‘
time, had been regarded the most vital dﬂhculty“m :t-he way o0
any final settlement of the industrial problem. It is an extra-
ordinary thing,’’ I said, ‘‘that you should not yet have s‘ald a
word about the method of adjusting wages. Since the nation 1s
the sole employer, the government must fix the rate of wages and
determine just how much everybody shall earn, from the doctors
to the diggers. All I can say is, that this plan would never have
worked with us, and I don’t see how it can now unless human
nature has ehanged. In my day, nobody was satisfied with his
wages or salary. Even if he felt he received emough, he was
sure his neighbour had too much, which was as bad. If the universal
discontent on the subject, instead of being dissipated in ecurses
and strikes directed against innumerable employers, could have
Leen councentrated upon one, and that the government, the
strongest ever devised would nof have seen two pay days.”’

Dr. Leete laughed heartily.

¢‘Very true, very true,’’ he said, ‘‘a general strike_woulgi most
probably have followed the first pay day, and a strike directed
against a government is a revolution.”’

«‘How, then, do you avoid a revolution every pay day?’’ 1
demanded. ¢‘Has some prodigious philosopher devised a new
system of calculus satisfactory to all for determining the exact
and comparative value of all sorts of service whether by brawn
or brain, by hand or voiee, by ear or eye! Or has human nature
itself changed, so that mo man looks upon his own things but
‘every man on the things of his neighbour?’ One or the other
of these ovents must be the explanation.’’

¢+ Weither one nor the other, however, is,’”’ was my host’s laugh-
ing response. ‘‘And now, Mr. West,”” he continued, ‘‘you must
rememhber that you are my patient as well as my guest, and permit
me to preseribe sleep for you before we have any more conver-
sation. It is after three o’clock.”’

¢(The preseription is, no doubt, a wise one,’’ I said; ‘‘I only
hope it can be filled.’’

<1 will see to that,”’ the doctor replied, and he did, for he
gave me a wineglass of something or other which sent me to
sleep as soon as my head touched the pillow.

reached, af
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CHAFPTER VIII.
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on the earth. Had the door of the house heen locked, T should
have been reminded by its resistance that T had no object in
entering, and turned away, but it yielded to my hand, and advane-
ing with uncertain steps through the hall, T entered one of the
apartments opening from it. Throwing myself into a chair, i
covered my burning eyeballs with my hands to shut out the horror
of strangeness. My mental confusion was so intense as to pro-
duee actual nausea. The anguish of those moments, during which
my brain seemed melting, or the abjectness of my sense of help-
lessness, how can I deseribe? Tn my despair T groaned alound. T
began to feel that unless some help should come T was about to
lose my mind. And just then it did come. I heard the rustle
of drapery, and looked up. Edith Leete was standing before me.
Her heautiful face was full of the most poignant sympathy.

¢¢Qh, what is the matter, Mr. West?’’ she said. ‘‘I was here
when you came in. T saw how dreadfully distressed you looked,
and when T heard vou groan I could not keep silent. What has
happened to yon? Where have you been? Can’t I do something
for you?’’

Perhaps she involuntarily held out her hands in a gesture of
compassion as she spoke. At any rate T had caught them in my
own and was clinging to them with an impulse as instinctive as
that which prompts the drowning man to seize upon and cling to
the rope which is thrown him as he sinks for the last time. As T
looked up into her compassionate face and her eyes moist with
pity, my brain ceased to whirl. The tender human sympathy
which thrilled in the soft pressure of her fingers had brought me
the support T needed. Tts offect to calm and soothe was like that
of some wonder-working elixir.

¢¢God bless you,”’ T said, after a fow moments. ‘‘He must
have sent you to me just now. T think T was in danger of going
crazy if you had not come.’’ At this the tears came into her eyes.

t¢Qh, Mr. West!’’ she eried. ¢tHow heartless you mush have
thought us! How could we leave you ‘to yourself so long! But it
is over mow, is it not? You are better, surely.’’

«tYes,’? T said, ¢‘thanks to you. If you will not go away quite
yet, I shall be myself soon.”’

ttTndeed T will not go away,’’ she said, with a little quiver of
her face, more expressive of her sympathy than a volume of
words., ‘‘You must not think us so heartless as we seemed in
leaving you so by yourself. T searcely slept last night, for think-
ing how strange your waking would be this morning: but father
said you would sleep till late. He said that it would be better
not to show too much sympathy with you at first, but to try to
divert your thoughts and make you feel that you were among
friends.”’

¢ You have indeed made me feel that,’’ T answered. ‘‘But you
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Bee it is a good deal of a jolt to drop a hundred Years, and
although T did not seem to feel it so much last night, T have had
very odd sensations this morning.’’ While I held her hands and
kept my eyes on her face, I could already even jest a little at
my plight,

‘“No one thought of such a thin
alone so early in the morning,
where have you beent’’

Then T told her of my morning’s ex
waking till the moment T had look

just as T have told it here, She was overcome by distressful pity
during the recital, and, though I had released one of her hands,
did not try to take from me the other, seeing, no doubt, how
much good it did me to hold it, ““T can think a little what this
feeling must have been like,”’ she said. «¢T¢ must have been
terrible. And to think you were left alone to struggle with it!
Can you ever forgive ust??

““But it is gone now,
Present,’” T gaid,

“You will not let it return again,’?

‘T can’t quite say that,’’ T replied.

yet to say that, considering how strange
to me,??

‘“But you will not try to contend with it alone again, at least,?’
she persisted. ‘‘Promise that you will y

] ] come to us, and let us
sympath1ze_w1tl.1 you, and try to help you, Perhaps we can’t do
much, but it wil] surely be better than to try to bear sueh feel-
ings alone,’’ :
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do nnythin'g to ’help you that T ::ould.” ey v
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CHAPTER IX.
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and selling is essentially anti-social in all its tendencies. Tt is
an education in gelf-secking at the expemse of others, and no
society whose citizens are frained in such a school can possibly
rige above a very low grade of eivilization.’’

«¢What if you have to spend more than your card in any one
year{’’ I asked.

¢(The provision is so ample that we are more likely not to spend

it all,”’ replied Dr. Leete. ¢¢PBut if extraordinary expenses should
exhaust it, we can obtain a limited advance on the next year’s
credit, though this practice is not encouraged, and a heavy dis-
count is charged to check it. Of course if a man showed himself
a reckless spendthrift, he would receive his allowance monthly or
weekly instead of yearly, of if necessary not be permitted to

handle it at all.”’

¢Tf you don't spend your allowance I
lates?”’

¢¢Phat is also permitted to a cortain extent when a special
outlay is anticipated. But unless notice to the contrary is given,
it is presumed that the citizen who does not fully expend his
credit did not have oceasion to do so, and the balance is turned
into the general surplus.’’

¢¢Queh a system does motb
of citizens,’’ T said.

(Tt is not intended to,’’ was the reply. ‘¢The nation is rieh, and
does not wish the people to deprive themselves of any good thing.
In your day, men were bound to lay up goods and money against
coming failure of the means of support and for their children.
This necessity made parsimony a virtue. But now it would have
no such laudable object, and, having lost its utility, it has ceased
to be regarded as a virtue. No man any more has any care for
the morrow, either for himself or his children, for the nation
guarantees the nurture, education, and comfortable maintenance

of every citizen from the eradle to the grave.’’

(¢That is a sweeping guarantee!’’ T said. ‘‘What certainty
can there he that the “value of a man’s labour will recompense
the nation for its outlay on him? On the whole, society may be
able to support all its members, but some must earn Jess than
enough for their support, and others more; and that brings us
back once more to the wages question, on which you have hitherto
said mothing. It was at just this point, if you remember, that
our talk ended last evening; and I say again, as T did then, that
here I should suppose 4a national industrial system like yours
would find its main difficulty. How, I ask once more, can you
adjust gatisfactorily the comparative wages oOT remuneration of
the multitude of vocations, so unlike and 80 incommensurable,

which are necessary for the service of society? Tn our day the

suppose it accumu-

encourage saving habits on the part
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market rate determined the
as of goods. The employer
worker got as much.

admit; but it did, at le

price of labour of all sorts, as well
paid as little as he could, and the
It was not a pretty system ethieally, 1
ast, furnish us a rough and ready formula
for settling a question which must be settled ten thousand times
a day if the world was ever going to get forward. There seemed
to us no other practicable way of doing it.’’

‘“Yes,”” replied Dr. Leete, ‘*it was the on]
under a system which made the inter
antagonistic to those of every other;
pity if humanity could never have
yours was simply the application to t
of the devil’s maxim, ‘Your necessity is my opportunity.’ The
reward of any service depended not upon its difficulty, danger,
or hardship, for throughout the world it seems that the most
perilous, severe, and repulsive labour was done by the worst paid
e]asse?; but solely upon the strait-of those who needed the ser-
vice.’

‘CAll that is conceded,’” T said.

the plan of seftling prices by the market rate was a practical
plan; and T cannot conceive what satisfactory substitute you can
bave devised for it. The government being the only possible
employer, there iz of course no labour market or market rate.
Wages of all sorts must be arbitrarily fixed by the Government.

cannot imagine a more complex and delicate function than that
must be, or one, however performed, more certain to breed
universal dissatisfaction.’’

‘T beg wvour pardon,’’ replied Dr, Leete,

exaggerate the difficulty. Suppose a hoard of fairly sensible men

were charged with settling the wages for all sorts of trades under
a system which, like ours

iter i ; guaranteed employment to all, while
permitting the choice of voeations. Don'’t you see that, however
unsatisfactory the first adjustment

might be, the mistales 1
soon correct themselves? The favoured trades would havzol:lug

many volunteers, and those diseriminateq against would laclk

till thfg er;ors were set right. But this is aside from tche thﬁff
pose, for, though this plan would, T faney, be practi

it is, no ’part of our system.’’ E : : Lt L
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that T am a little at loss how to answer you hest. Yoy et

how we regulate wages: T can only reply that there ig ::ki(;ne
in the modern soeial economy which at all corresponds with whe::
was meant by wages in your day.’’ &

““I suppose you mean that

y practicable way
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latter, and dies a debtor to his fellows.
tasks for them by the faculties
their fulfilment.’’

““No doubt that is very fine philosophy,’’ T said; ‘‘nevertheless
it seems hard that the man who produces twice as much ag
another, even if bhoth do their best, should have only the same
share,”’

‘“‘Does it, indeed, seem
““Now, do you know, that s

it strikes people nowadays i
as much as another with the

The Creator sets men’s
He gives them; we simply exact

80 to you?’’ responded Dr. Leete.
eems very curious to me? The way
8, that a man who can produce twice

same effort, instead of being rewarded
for doing so, ought to be punished if he does not do so. TIn the

nineteenth century, when a horse pulled a heavier load than a
goat, T suppose you rewarded him, Now, we should have whipped

him soundly if he had not, on the ground that, being much
stronger, he ought to. Tt ig singular how ethieal standards
change.”” The doctor said this with such a twinkle in his eye
that T was obliged to laugh.

‘I suppose,’’ T gaid, ‘‘that the real re
for their endowments, while we consider
merely as fixing the sery
that the animals, not b

ason that we rewarded men
ed those of horses and goats
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1t was the merest chance whether persons mnot

most money é !
experienced in shopping received the value of their money.’’

«But why did you put up with a shockingl‘}r incoavenient
arrangement when you saw its faults so plainly,’”’ Edith asked
me.
¢1¢ was like all our social arrangements,’’ 1 replied. ‘‘You
can see iheir faults scarcely more plainly than we did, but we
saw no remedy for them.’’

«iHere we are at the store of our ward,’’ said Edith, as we
turned in at the great portal of one of the magnificent public
puildings I had observed in my morning walk. There was nothing
in the exterior aspect of the edifice to suggest a store to a repre-

- gentative of the nineteenth century.. There was 1no display of

ds in the great windows, or any device to advertise wares,
or attract custom. Nor was there any sort of sign or legend on
the front of the building to indicate the character of the business
carried on there; but instead, above the portal, standing out from
the front of the building, a majestic life-size group of statvary,
the central figure of which was a female ideal of Plenty, with
her cornucopia. Judging from the composition of the throng
passing in and out, about the same proportion of the sexes among
shoppers prevailed as in the mineteenth century. As we entered,
Edith said that there was one of these great distribufing estab-
lishments in each ward of the city, so that no residence was more
than five or ten minutes’ walk from one of them. It was the
first interior of a twentieth-century public building that I had
ever beheld, and the spectacle naturally jmpressed me deeply. 1
was in a vast hall full of light, received not only from the win-
dows on all sides, but from the dome, the point of which was a
hundred feet above. Beneath it, in the centre of the hall, a
magnificent fountain played, cooling the atmosphere to a delicious
freshness with its spray. The walls and ceiling were frescoed
in mellow tints, calculated to soften without absorbing the light
which flooded the interior. Around the fountain was a space
occupied with chairs and sofas, on which many persons were
gseated conversing. Tegends on the walls all about the hall indi-
cated to what classes of commodities the counters below were
devoted. Edith directed her steps towards one of these, where
samples of muslin of a bewildering variety were displayed, and
proceeded to inspect them.

«¢fWhere is the clerk?’’ I asked, for there was no one behind
the counter, and no one geemed coming to attend to the customer.

¢¢1 have N0 peed of the clerk yet,’’ said Edith; ‘T have not

made my selection.”’
«i1t was the prineipal business of eclerks to help people to make

their selections in my day,’’ 1 replied.
«-What! To tell people what they wanted?’’

goo
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down her order on a tablet with a pencil which made two copies,
of which he gave one to her, and enclosing the counterpart in a
small receptacle, dropped it into a transmitting tube.

«¢Phe duplicate of the order,”’ said Edith, as ghe turned away
from the counter, after the clerk had punched the value of her
purchase out of the credit card she gave him, ¢¢ig given to the
purchaser, so that any mistakes in filling it can be easily traced
and rectified.’””

«iYou were very quick about your gelections,”’ I said. ‘‘May
T ask how you knew that you might not have found something
4o suit you better in some of the other stores? But probably you
are required to buy in your own distriet?’’

«¢Qh, no,’”’ she replied. ¢‘We buy where we please, though
naturally most often near home. But I should have gained
nothing by visiting other stores. The assortment in all is exactly
the same, representing as it does in each case samples of all the
varieties produced or imported by the United States. That is
why one can decide quickly, and never need visit two stores.”’

(CAnd is this merely a sample store? T see no clerks cutting
off goods or marking bundles.’’

¢ A1l our stores are sample stores, except as to a few classes
of articles. The goods, with these exceplions, are all at the great
central warehouse of the city, to which they are shipped directly
from the producers. We order from the sample, and the printed
statement of texture, make, and gualities. The orders are sent
to the warehouse, and the goods distributed from there.’’

¢¢Phat must be a tremendous saving of handling,”’ T said. ‘‘By
our system, the manufacturer cold to the wholesaler, the whole-
saler to the retailer, and the retailer to the consumer, and the
goods had to be handled each time. You avoid one handling of
the goods, and eliminate the retailer altogether, with his big profit
and the army of clerks it goes to support. Why, Miss Leete, this
store is merely the order department of a wholesale house, with
no more than a wholesaler’s complement of clerks. TUnder our
system of handling the goods, persnading the customer to buy
them, cutting them off, and packing them, ten clerks would not
do what one does here. The saving must be enormous.”’’

«T guppose 80,7’ gaid Edith, ‘‘but of course we have never
known any other way. But, Mr. West, you must not fail to ask
father to take you to the central warehouse some day, where
they receive the orders from the different sample houses all over
the city and parcel out and send the goods to their destinations.
He took me there not long ago, and it was a wonderful sight. The

gystem is certainly perfect; for example, over yonder in that sort
of cage is the despatching clerlz. The orders, as they are taken
by the different departments in the store, are sent by transmitters
to him. His assistants gort them and enclose each class in a
carrier-box by itself. The despatching eclerk has a dozen pmneu-
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ral to contribute to the rent; while small families, like ours,
aller houses more convenient and economical. It is a
¢ and convenien i

ften kept up establishments an
1d not afford for ostentation, to make people think

them richer than they were. Was it really so, Mr, West?”!

¢¢T ghall, have to admit that it was,”’ T replied.

«Well, you see, it could not be so nowadays; for everybody’s
jncome is known, and it is known that what,is spent one Way
must be saved another.”’

geve
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matter of tast
times people o
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CHAPTER XI.
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The corps of musicians attached to each hall is s0
large that, although no individual performer, OF group of per-
formers, has moreé than a brief part, each day’s programme lasts
through the twenty-four hours. There are on that card for to-day,
as you will see if you observe closely, distinct programmes of four
or these concerts, each of & different order of mugic from the
others, being now gimultaneously performed, and any one of the
four pieces nOW going on that you prefer, you can hear by merely
pressing the button which will connect your houge-wire with the
hall where it is being rendered. The programmes are so cotirdinated
that the pieces at any one time simultaneously proceeding in the
different bhalls usually offer a choice, not only between instru-
mental and voeal, and between different sorts of jnstruments;
but also between different motives from grave to gay, so that
all tastes an

d moods can be suited.’’

«¢Jt appears to me, Miss Leete,’” I gaid, ¢‘that if we could
have devised an arrangement for providing everybody with musie
in their homes, perfect in quality, unlimited in quantity, guited
to every mood, and beginning and ceasing at will, we should have
considered the limit of human felicity already attained, and ceased
to -strive for further improvements.”

¢¢] am sure 1 never could imagine how those among
dure the old-fashioned

depended at all on music managed to en
gystem for providing it,’? replied Edith. ‘‘Music really worth
hearing must have been, I suppose, wholly out of the reach of
the masses, and attainable by the most favoured only occasionally,
at great trouble, prodigious expense, and then for brief periods,
arbitrarily fixed by somebody else, and in connection with all
sorts of undesirable circumstances, Your concerts, for instance,
and operas! How perfectly exasperating it must have been, for
the sake of a piece or two of music that suited you, to have to
git for hours listening to what you did 1ot care for! Now, at a
dinner one ean skip the courses one does not care for. Who would
ever dine, however hungry, if required to eat everything brought
on the table? and I am sure one’s hearing is quite as sensitive as
these dificulties in the way O

one’s tastes. 1 suppose it was tb
commanding really good music which made you endure S0 muech

playing and singing in your homes by people who had only the
rudiments of the art.”?
ttYes,”’ T replied, ‘it was that sort of
of us.”’
¢ Ah, well,”’ Edith sighed, ‘¢when one really considers, it is
not so strange that people in those days sO often did not care for
musie. 1 dare Say I should have detested it, too.”’
«pid T understand you rightly,”’ I inquired, ¢¢that this musical
programme covers the entire twenty-four hours? It seems to on
this card, certainly; but who is there to jisten to music between
jdnight and morning.’’

who do not.

you who

mugic or none for most
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whom the legacies of & hundred relatives, simul-
should place in 2 gimilar position, would be
nlucky. The articles, not being saleable, wc:uld
pt for their actual use or the enjoy-
ment of their beauty. On the other hand, his income remaining
the same, he would have to deplete his eredit to hire houses to
store the goods in, and still further to pay for the service of
those who took care of them. You may be very sure that such
2 man would lose no time in scattering among his friends posses-
sions which only made him the poorer, and that none of those
friends would accept more of them than they could easily spare
room for and time fo attend to. You see, then, that to prohibit
the inheritance of personal property with a view to prevent great
accumulations would be 2 superfluous precaution for the mation.
The individual citizen can be trusted to see that he is mot over-
purdened. So careful is he in this respect, that the relatives
usually waive claim to most of the effects of deceased friends,
regerving only particular objects. The nation takes charge of
the resigned chattels, and turns such as are of value into the
common stock once more."’

«¢¥ou spoke of paying for service to take care of your houses,”’
gaid I: ‘‘that suggests a question T have severa! times heen on
the point of asling. How have you disposed of the problem of
domestic service? Who are willing to be domestic servants in
a community where all are social equals? Our ladies found it
hard enough to find such even when there was little pretence

of social equality.’’

€4Tt is preecisely because we arc all
nothing ean compromise, and because service is honourable, in a
society whose fundamental principle is that all in turn shall
serve the rest, that we could easily provide a corps of domestic
gervants such as you never dreamed of, if we needed them,"’
replied Dr. Leete. «¢But we do not need them.’’

¢“Who does yonur house-work, then?’’ T asked.

¢tThere is none to do,”’ gaid Mrs. Leete, to whom T had
addressed this guestion. ¢¢Qur washing is all done at publie
laundries at excessively cheap rates, and our cooking at publie
kitchens. The making and repairing of all we wear are done
outside in public shops. Electricity, of course, takes the place of
all fires and lighting. We «hoose houses no larger than we need,
and furnish them so as to involve the minimum of trouble to
keep them in order. We have no use for domestic servants.’’

««The fact,’’ said Dr. Leete, ‘‘that you had in the poorer classes
a boundless supply of serfs on whom you could impose all sorts
of painful and disagreeable tasks, made you indifferent to devices
to avoid the necessity for them. But now that we all have to do
in turn whatever work is done for society, every individual in

Nowadays a man
taneously dying,
considered very u
be of no value to him exce

gocial equals whose equality
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the amount, according fo a regular scale for medical attend-
the patient’s credit card.’’

jmagine,’’ 1 said, ‘‘that if the fee is always the
doctor may not turn away patients, as 1 suppose
the good doctors are called constantly and the

eft in idleness.”’
if you will

oft
ance, from
¢1 can
game, and &
he may nof,
oor doetors 1 :
¢¢1n the first place, overlook the apparent conceit
of the remark from a retired physician,’’ replied Dr. Leete, with
a smile, ‘‘we have mo poor doctors. Anybody who pleases to
get a little smattering of medical terms iz not now at liberty to
ractise on the bodies of citizens, as in your day. None but
students who have passed the severe tests of the schools, and
clearly proved their vocation, are permitted to practise. Then,
too, you will observe that there is nowadays no attempt of doctors
40 build up their practice at the expense of other doctors. There
would be no motive for that. For the rest, the doctor has to
render regular reports of his work to the medical bureau, and if
he is not reasonably well employed, work is found for him.”’
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men, by the same exercise of diseretion limited to a small eligible
class. In the appointments to the still higher grades another
rinciple i introduced, which it would take too much time to

explain now.

««Qf course suC
have been impraeticab]e app
of your day, in some of whic
to have left ome apiece for the classes.
under the national organization of labo
ried on by great bodies of men, many 0
being combined as one. Tt is also owing

have desecribed would

h a system of grading as I
gtrial concerns

lied to the small indu
h there were hardly enough employés
You must remember that,
ur, all industries are car-
¢ your farms or ghops
solely to the vast seale
on which each industry is organized, with coordinate establish-
ments in every part of the country, that we are able by exchanges
and transfers to fit every man S0 1 the sort of work

he can do hest.
¢ And now, Mr. West, T will leave it to you, on the bare out-
line of its features which I have given, whether those who nee
special incentives to do their best are Jikely to lack them under
our system. Does it not seem to you that men who found them-
gelves obliged, whether they wished or not, to WOTrk, would under
sueh a system be strongly impelled to do their best?”’

T replied that it seemed to me the incentives offered were, i
any objection Were to be made, too strong; that the pace set for
the young men Was too hot; and such, indeed, I would add with

deference, still remains my opinion, nowW that by longer residence
among you have inted with the whole

become better aequal
subject.

Dr. Leete, however, desired me to reflect, and I am ready to
say that it is perhaps 2 snfiicient reply to my objection, that
the worker’s livelihood is in'mo Way ependent on his ranking,
and anxiety for that mever embitters his disappointments; that
the working hours are short, the vacations regular, and that all
emulation ceases at forty-five, with the attainment of middle life.

¢¢There are two or three other points T ought to refer to,’’ he
added, ‘‘to preven i istalen impressions. In the
em of preferment

firat place, you must s
given the more efficient workers over the less so, in no way econ-
em, that all who

travenes the fundemental ide

do their best are equally deserving, whether that best be great
or small. I have ghown that the system is arranged to encourage
the weaker as well as the stronger with the hope of rising, while
the fact that the gtronger are selected for the leaders is in mo
way o reflection upon the weaker, put in the interest of the

common weal.
«¢Do mnot imagine, either,
as an incentive under our system,

to appeal to the mnobler sort of men, OT
as these find their motives within, not without, and m

because emulation is given free play
that we deem it 8 motive likeli
worthy of them. Sue

easure their
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duty by their own endowments, not by those of othors. As long
as their achievement is proportioned to their powers, they would
consider it preposterous to expect praise or blame because it
chanced to be great or small. To such natures emulation appears
philosophically absurd, and despicable in a moral aspect by itsg
substitution of envy for admiration, and exultation for regret,
in one’s attitude toward the successes and the failures of others,

““But all men, even in the Iast year of the twentieth century,
are not of this high order, and the incentives to endeavour requisite
for those who ave not must be of a sort adapted to their inferior
natures, For these, then, emulation of the keenest edge is pro-
vided as a constant spur. Those who need this motive will feel
it. Those who are above its influence do not need it.

“‘I should not fail to mention,’’ resumed the doetor, ‘‘that for
those too deficient in mental or bodily strength to be fairly graded
with the main body of workers, we have a separate grade, unzon-
nected with the others,—a sort of invalid corps, the members of
which are provided with a light class of tasks fitted to their
strength. A1l our sick in mind and body, all our deaf and dumb,
and lame and blind and erippled, and even our insane, helong to
this invalid corps, and bear its insignia. - The strongest often
do mearly a man’s work, the feeblest, of course, nothing; but
none who can do anything are willing quite to give up. Tn their
lueid intervals, even our insane are eager to do what they can.’’
“That. is a pretty idea of the invalid corps,”’ T said. ¢‘Eyen
a barbarian fr.:%ml the nifneteenth century can appreciate that. Tt
1s a very graceful way of disguising charit d
to the feelings of its recipielftlslj.” ’ U

‘“Charity!’’ repeated Dr Leete. “‘Did you su

. A . . 3 ose that we
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does not operate to deprive of the privile iti i i

ot 0 de ges of citizensh

now implies the citizen’s maintenance, him who Can]ll(})t’ ?v];ﬁ:l
The. work_e'_r is not a citizen because he works, but works because:
?e \1stha c1tlz?in. As you re}fognize the duty of the strong to fight
or the weak, we, now that fighting is gome b i i
duty to work for him, ? . g p RS

iy solution which leaves an unaecounted-for residuum is no
solution at all; and our solution of the problem of human soeciet
would_have been none at all had it left the lame, the sick ang.
Yhe blind outside with the beasts, to fare as they might. Better
far have left the strong and well unprovided for than these bur-
dened ones, toward whom every heart must yearn, and for whom
ease of mind and body should be provided, if for mno others
Therefore it is, as I told you this morning, that the title of ever};
man, waman,_and child to the means of existence rests on mno
basis less plain, broad, and simple than the fact that they are
fellows of one race.—members of one human family. The only
g(;l:e current is the image of God, and that is good for all we

4T think there is no feature of the civilizati

£ ; civilization of your epocl
:o repugnant to modern ideas as the neglect with }whichp;m;
fre:ls.j;ed your dependent classes. Even if you had mno pity, no
yiilzvgergfml%x;:)‘ther&oo@, how was it that you ‘did not see that
3 ing the imeapable clas i in right i :
B e b iiiod for!?’ e class of their plain right in leav-

I don’t quite follow you there,”’ T said. ‘‘T admit the claim

of this class to our pity, but how
t could th i
claim a share of the p,roduct as a right?e’y; e ot AU

‘" .

Wer:‘lc:zl:afpened it,’’ was Dr. Leete’s reply, ¢ that your workers
done? Wasoitp;gicsl ‘i(;ehoﬁi;’.:nt;l&%u:% ;‘%a?ﬁ’ iavf}ges would have
Eaedge i seievenent. of i it ha- mashiiry o
made:!;:,o g::at?dsdof years in contriving, found by you I'gady-
know]edgz B :}ilisgma}cll{:i‘;ef;d gﬁ?ﬁfn::er to he pgsseséors of this
?gﬁ:g?:;eflt bg'dyourself in t’he value Pof S?:)tlfr n;r;{;d}ﬁ\;t; % ;ne
unfortunat]e, 3,111(1 you not?  And were not these others the(;g
inheritors, co-hei Erlppled brothers whom you cast outJ 'oi"t
B e s e oo e oL U0 with Bitte ahinrot
wereyentitlc:ad 1'1(:)‘:}.) ;il;em. i you put them off with er tEL atp'

with the heirs, and did yo usts, whao
to robbery when you called the crusts charit;’gu not add insult

“¢Ah, Mr., West,”” Dr. Leete continue T di
_“. v;;hnt 1 d‘o got understand is, Bett'mgd;a.sﬁge[ a?lldcc?lf:idresp?nd’
eit er_of justice or brotherly feeling toward the eri fratlons
defective, how the workers of your day could have hadpp AL
for their work, knowing that their ghildren, or grangggﬂ]&?-art
en,
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if unfortunate, would be deprived of the comforts and even neces-
cities of life. It is 2 mystery how men with children could favour
a system under which they were rewarded beyond those less
endowed with bodily strength or mental power. For, by the same
diserimination by which the father profited, the son, for whom
he would give his life, being perchance weaker than others,

might be reduced to crusts and beggary. How men dared leave
children behind them, T have mnever been able to understand.”’

Note—Although in his talk on the previous evening Dr. Leate had
emphasized the pains taken to enable every man to agcertain an
his matural bent in choosing an occupation, it was mnot till I learned that
the worker’'s income is the same in all occupations, that 1 realized
absolutely he may be counted on to do 8o, and thus, by gelecting the
harness which sets most lightly on himself, find that in which he can pull
best. The failure of my age in any systematic or effective way to develop
and utilize the natural aptitudes of men for the industries and intellec-
tual avocations was one of the great wastes, as well as ona of the most
common causes of unhappiness in that time. The vast majority of my

lly free to do o, never really chose their

contemporaries, though nomina !
occupations at all, but were forced by eircumstances into work for which

they were relatively inefficient, because not naturally fitted for it. The
rich, in this respect, had little advantage over the poor. The latter,
indeed, being generally deprived of education, had no opportunity even
to ascertain the natural aptitudes they might have, and on account of
their poverty were unable to develop them by cultivation even when ascer-
tained. The liberal and technical professions, except by favourable accident,
were shut to them, to their own great loss and that of the nation. On
the other hand, the well-to-do, although they could command education
and opportunity, were gcarcely less hampered by social prejudice, which
forbnde them to pursue manusl avocations, even when adapted to them.
and destined them, whether fit or unfit, to the professions, thus wasting
many an excellent handieraftsman. Mercenary considerations, tempting
men to pursue money-making oceupations for whieh they were unfit, instead
of legs remunerative employments for which they were fit, were regponsible
for another vast perversion of talent. All these things now are changed.
Equal education and opportunity must peeds bring to light whatever apti-
tudes s man has, and neither social prejudices nor mercenary considerations
hamper him in the choice of his life work.
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CHAPTER XIII.

“"By the way,’’ 1 said next morning at the breakfast table.
1 have not thought to ask you anything about the state of

Europe. Have the societies of the Old W
iy orld also heen

‘“Yes,”” replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘the great nations of Europe as
well as Australia, Mexico, and parts of South Ameriea, are now
organized industrially like the United States which was the
pioneer of the evolution. The peaceful relations of these nz},tions
are assured by a loose form of federal union of world-wide extent
An international council regulates the mutual intercourse and
commerce of the members of the union and their joint policy
toward the more backward races, which are gradually being
educated up to civilized institutions. Complete autonom within
1ts“|}}vn 113111:3'13 enjoyed by every nation.’’ =

OW do you carry on commerce without money?’’ ] i
““In trading with other nations, you must use som?:;i‘f of inosﬁ;g',

although ¥y i i k) i [ai
natioﬁ{g” you dispense with it in the internal affairs of the

“Oh, no; money i i

) ’ ; M y 18 as superfluous in i

internal relations. i S

E;l;g;en‘lclﬁig;pr}se, money was necessary to adjust it on account

of 1 ifarious complexity of the transactions: :

it is a fonection of the nation e T o
: 8 as units. There are thus only a

clﬁ)ze; or 850 n'lerchantg in the world, and their business being super-

vised by the international council, a simple npon

; system of S
serves perfectly to regulate their dealingg. Cugtog;]; kd?lz(i’;);m:.ts_

every sort are of course superfluous. A nation si
u:sg:atl w_:'htat its government does not t.h:inknrz;]sil;]i{ed?g? Itl}T(E
%vh"h nterest. Each nation has a bureau of foreign exchance,
ich manages its trading. For example, the Ameri bur B,
estlmatul:g such and such qualities of French oo dm“ A
to zlime-rma for a given year, sends the order to thEF? ¥k e
which in turn sends its orders to our burean o
mutually by all nations.’’ :
_ “‘But how are the prices of foreij
is no competition?’’

““The price at which one nation supplies i

: anothe
replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘must be that atm:vhieh ni‘:;: s;p;‘lr;:g ﬁ:?ds’”
citizens. Bo you see there is no danger of misunderatand?:;

foreign as in our

c¢h bureau,
The same is done

gn goods settled, sinee there

: ; ;
When foreign commerce was conducted by
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Of course no nation is theoretically bound to supply another with
the product of its own labour, but it is for the interest of all
to exchange some commodities. If a nation 18 }'egularly supply-
ing another with certain goods, notice is required from either
side of any important change in the relation.’’

«¢But what if a nation, having a monopoly of some natural
produet, should refuse to supply it to the others, or to one of
them?’’

«iSuch a case has never occurred, and could not without doing
the refusing party vastly more harm than the others,’’ replied
Dr. Leete. ‘¢In the first place, no favouritism could be legally
shown. The law requires that each nation shall deal with the
others, in all respeets, on exactly the same footing. Such a
course as you suggest would cut off the nation adopting it from
the remainder of the carth for all purposes whatever. The con-
tingency is one that need mnot give us much anxiety.’’

“But,’? said 1, ‘‘supposing a nation, bhaving a natural mono-
poly in some product of which it exports more than it consumes,
should put the price away up, and thus, without eutting off the
supply, make a profit out of its neighbours’ necessities? Its own
citizens would of course have to pay the higher price on that
commodity, but as a body would make more out of foreigners
than they would be out of pocket themselves.™

“‘\Vhen you come to know how prices of all commodities are
determined nowadays, you will perceive how impossible it is that
they could be altered, exeept with reference to the amount or
arduousness of the work required respectively to produce them,’’
was Dr. Leete’s reply. ‘‘This principle is an international as
well as a national guarantee; but even without it the sense of
community of interest, international as well as national, and the
convietion of the folly of selfishness, are too deep nowadays to
render possible such a piece of sharp practice as you apprehend.
You must understand that we all look forward to an eventual
unification of the world as one nation. That, no doubt, will be
the ultimate form of society, and will realize certain economic
advantages over the present federal system of automomous nations.
Meanwhile, however, the present system works so nearly per-
feetly that we are quite content to leave to posterity the com-
pletion of the scheme. There are, indeed, some who hold that it
wever will be completed, on the ground that the federal plan is
not merely a provisional solution of the problem of human society,
but the best ultimate solution.’’

“‘How do you manage,”’ I asked, ‘‘when the books of any two
nations do not balance? Supposing we import more from France
than we export to her.’’

¢CAt the end of each year,’’ replied the doctor, ‘‘the books
of every nation are cxamined. If France is found in our debt,
probably we are in the debt of some nation which owes France,
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and so on with all the nations. Th
: e balances that i
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¢¢perhaps Mr. West would like to dine at the Elephant to-day,”’

gaid Edith, as we left the table.
«¢That is the name We¢ give to the general dining-house of our

ward,?’ explained her father. ‘¢Not only is our cooking done
at the public Kitchens, as I told you last night, but the service

and quality of the meals are much more satisfactory if taken at
the dining-house. The two minor meals of the day are ugually
taken at home, as not worth the trouble of going out; but it
is general to 2o out to dine. We have not done so since you
have been with us, from a notion that it would be better to
wait till you had beceme & little more familiar with our Ways.
What do you think? Shall we take dinner at the dining-house
to-day?’’

T said that I should be very pleased to do so.

Not long after, Edith came to me, smiling, and said:—

«¢Iast night, as T was thinking what T conld do to make you
feel at home until you came to be a little more uged to us and
our ways, an idea occurred to me. What would you say if T
were to introduce you to some very mnice people of your own
times, whom I am sure you used to be well acquainted with?’’

I replied, rather vaguely, that it would certainly be very agree-
able, but I did not see how she was going to manage it.

¢t(lome with me,’? was her smiling reply, tignd see if I am
not as good as my word.’’

My susceptibility to surprise had been pretty well exhausted
by the numerous shoeks it had received, but it was with some
wonderment that T followed her into a room which I had not
before entered. Tt was a small, cosy apartment, walled with
cages filled with books.

¢«[fere are your friends,’’ said Edith, indicating one of the
cases, and as my eye glanced over the names on the backs of
the volumes, Shakespeare, Milton, Wordsworth, Shelley, Tenny-
son, Defoe, Dickens, Thackeray, Hugo, Hawthorne, Irving, and
a score of other great writers of my time and all time, I under-
stood her meaning. She had indeed made good her promise in
a sense compared with which its literal fulfilment would have
been a disappointment. She had introduced me to a eirele of
friends whom the century that had elapsed since last T communed
with them had aged as little as it had myself. Their spirit was
as high, their wit as keen, their laughter and their tears as eon-
tagious, as Wwhen their speech had whiled away the hours of a
former century. Lonely I was not and could not be more, with
this goodly companionship, however wide the gulf of years that
gaped between me and my old life.

««You are glad I brought you here,’’ exclaimed Edith, radiant,
as she read in my face the success of her experiment. ‘‘It was
a good idea, was it not, Mr. West! How stupid in me ngj‘: to
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think of it before! T will leav i
! e you now with i
f;mt I know there will be no company %¥or voullikg (Rl;nglf?uglends,
ut remember you must not let old friends make vou g{uiteng;v;
: T-

get new ones!’’ and with that smiling caution she l=ft me

I was still in the library when some h

;o;:hg;:: l:;e.tthere. ‘“Edith told me of hgr icég;s:”la}’:gl sa],)ig ‘I:iets
g wguldl ﬁ:;; et:l:liilhtagt Oﬁ. II)];;S arlitge curiosity what writlzsi-
3 A i , Dickens! ou admired hi

3;}:;% ;:d:hlf;e we moderns agree with yon, ;udgit:;db]ymtl;ﬁrthen!
St 2 niuaovertopg all the writers of his age, not becauseoﬁw'n
o poorg becauwashhlghest, but because his great heart beat f&s
i ,and deset g n_m('[e the cause of the vietims of soriet]:
s e hisvg_e his pen to exposing its cruelties and shémg
4 s nnd]me did so much as he to turn men’s minds
o log o eg;'es to“;?:ciﬁggsgivnifth& old order of things, and
coming, although he himself did not f-]:aﬁl:afin';};?:%i ’t}hat i
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CHAPTER XIV.

A heavy rainstorm came up during the day, and I had con-
cluded that the condition of the streets would be such that my
hosts would have to give up the idea of going out to dinner,
although the dining-hall 1 had understood to be quite near. 1
was much surprised when at the dinner hour the ladies appeared
prepared to go out, but without either rubbers or umbrellas.

The mystery was explained when we found ourselves on the
street, for a continuous waterproof covering had been let down
g0 as to enclose the sidewalk and turn it into a well-lighted
and perfectly dry corridor, which was filled with a stream of
ladies and gentlemen dressed for dinuer. At the corners the
entire open space was similarly roofed in.

Dr. Leete, who was walking ahead, turned to say that the
difference between the age of individualism and that of concert
was well characterized by the fact that, in the nineteenth cen-
tury, when it rained, the people of Boston, put up three hundred
thousand umbrellas over as many heads, and in the twentisth
century they put up one umbrella over all the heads.

As we walked on, Edith said, ‘‘The private umbrella is father’s
favourite figure to illustrate the old way when everybody lived for
himself and his family. There is a nineteenth century painting
at the Art Gallery representing a crowd of people in the rain,
each one holding his umbrella over himself and his wife, and
giving his neighbours the drippings, which he eclaims must have
been meant by the artist as a satire on his times.’’

We now entered a large bui!din% into which a stream of people
was pouring. I could not see the front, owing to the awning, but,
if in correspondence with the interior, which was even finer than
the store I visited the day before, it would have been magnificent.
My companion said that the sculptured group over the entrance
was especially admired. Going up a grand staircase we walked
come distance along a broad corridor with many doors opening
upon it. At ome of these, which bore my host’s name, we turned
in, and I found myself in an elegant dining-room containing a
table for four. Windows opened on a courtyard where a fountain
played to a great height and music made the air electric. :

¢tYou seem at home here,’’ I said, as we seated ourselves at
table, and Dr. Leete touched an annuneciator.

«¢Thig is, in fact, a part of our house, slightly detached from
the rest,’’ he replied. ‘‘Every family in the ward has a room
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¢c And increased the purden you imposed on them by adding
your contempt,”’ remarked Dr. Leete. @

«¢1 don’t think T clearly understand,’’ said Edith. ¢¢PDo you
mean that you permitted people to do things for you which you
despised them for doing, or that you accepted services from them
which you would have been unwilling to render them? You
ean’t surely mean that, Mr. West?’’

T was obliged to tell her that the fact Was just as she had
stated. Dr. Leecte, however, came to my relief.

«tmo understand why Bdith is surprised,”’ he said, ‘“yon must
know that nowadays it is an axiom of ethics that to accept 2
gervice from another which we would be unwilling to return in
kind, if meed were, is like borrowing with the intention of mot
repaying, while to enforce such a service by taking advantage
of the poverty or necessity of a person would be an outrage
like forcible robbery. Tt is the worst thing about any system
which divides men oOr allows them to be divided, into classes and
castes, that it weakens the sense of a common humanity. Unequal
distribution of wealth, and, still more affectually, unequal oppor-
tunities of education and culture, divided society in your day
into classes which in many respects regarded each othér as dis-
tinct races. There is not, after all, gnch a difference as might
appear between our ways of looking at this question of service.
Ladies and gentlemen of the cultured class in your day would
no more have permitted persons of their own class to render
them services they would scorn to return than we would permit
anybody to do so. The poor and the uncultured, however, they
looked upon as of another kind from themselves. The equal
wealth and equal opportunities of culture which all persons MOW
enjoy have simply made us all members of one clags, which
corresponds to the most fortunate class with you. Until this
equality of condition had come to pass, the ;dea of solidarity
of humanity, the hrotherhood of all men, could never have become
the real convietion and practical principle of action it is nowa-
days. Im your day the same phrases were indeed used, but they
were phrases merely.’’

«tDo the waiters, also, volunteer?’’

¢¢{No,”’ replied Dr. Leete. ‘‘The waiters are young men in the
anclassified grade of the industrial army who are assignable to
all sorts of miscellaneous oceupations not requiring special skill.
Waiting on table is one of these, and every young recruit 1s
given a taste 1 i myself sorved as a waiter for several
months in this very dining-house some forty years ago. Once
more you must remember that there jg recognized no sort of
difference hetween the dignity of the different sorts of work
required by the nation, The jndividual is never regarded, nor
regards himself, as the gervant of those he serves, NoT is he in
any way dependent upon them. It is always the nation which
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CHAPTER XV,

When, in the eourse of our tour of inspection, we came to the
library, we succumbed to the temptation of the luxurious leather
¢hairs with which it was furnished, and sat down in one of the
book-lined alecoves to rest and chat a while.

¢¢Edith tells me that you have been in the library all the morn-
ing,’’ said Mrs. Leete. ‘Do you know, it seems to me, Mr. West,
that you are the most enviable of mortals.”’

T should like to know just why,’’” I replied.

t«Bacause the books of the last hundred years will be new to
you,”’ she answered. ‘‘You will have so much of the most absorh-
ing literature to read as to leave you scarcely time for meals
these five years to come. Ah, what would I give if T had not
already read Berrian’s novels?’’

«¢Qr Nesmyth’s, mamma,’’ added Edith.

¢¢Yes, or Oates’ poems, or ‘Past and Present,’ or ‘In the Begin-
ning,” or,—oh, T could name a dozen hooks, each worth a year of
one’s life,’’ declared Mrs. Leete, enthusiastically.

«I judge, then, that there has been some notable literature

produced in this century.’’
¢¢Yes,”’ said Dr. Leete.
intellectual splendour. Prob

through a moral and material ev
seope and brief in its time of accomplishment, as that from the

old order to the new in the early part of this century. When
men came to realize the greatness of the felicity which had
hefallen them, and that the change throngh which they had
passed was not merely an improvement in details of their eon-
dition, but the rise of the race to a mew plane of existence with
an illimitable vista of progress, their minds were affected in
all their faculties with a stimulus, of which the outburst of the
medizval renaissance offers a suggestion but faint indeed. There
ensued an era of mechanieal invention, scientific discovery, art,
musical and literary productiveness to which no previous age of
the world offers anything comparable.’’

««By the way,’’ said I, ‘‘talking of literature, how are books
published now? Ts that also done by the nation?’’

¢ Certainly.”’
¢But how do you manage it Does the government publish
everything that is brought it as a matter of course, at the public

¢¢Tt has been an era of unexampled
ably humanity never before passed
olution, at once so vast in its
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vote upon the aceeptance of statues and paintings for the public
puildings, and their favourable verdict carries with it the artist’s
devote himself to his voeation. On

remission from other tasks to

copies of his work disposed of, he also derives the same advantage
a8 the author on sale of his books. In all these lines of original
genius the plan pursued is the sa..me,-—to offer a free field to
aspirants, and as soon as exceptional talent 18 recognized, to

it from all trammels and let it have free course. The
remission of other gervice in these cases is not intended as @ gift
put as the means of obtaining more and higher ser-
¢ course there are various literary, art and scientific’
institutes to which membership comes t0 the famous and is greatly
rized. The highest of all honours in the nation, higher than the
residency, which calls merely for good sense and devotion to
uty, is the red ribbon awarded by the vote of the people to
the great authors, artists, engineers, physicians, and inventors
of the generation. Not over a certain number wear it at any ohe
time, though every bright young feliow in the country loses in-
pumerable nights’ sleep dreaming © it. I even did myself.””

¢¢How about periodicals and newspapersi’’ T said. ‘‘I won 't
deny that your book-publishing gystem is a considerable improve-
ment on OUTS, both as to its tendency to encourage g real literary
vocation, and, quite as important, to discourage mere seribblers;
but I don’t see how it can be made to apply fo magazines and
newspapers. 1t is very well to make a man pay for publishing a

book, because the expense Will be only occasional; but no man
could afford the expense of publishing 3 newspaper every day in
the year. It took the deep pockets of our private capitalists fo
do that, and often exhausted even them before the returns came
jn. If you have newspapers at all, they must, I fancy, be pub-
lished by the governmcnt at the public expense, with governmeqt.
editors, reflecting government opinions. Now, if your system 18
so perfect that there is never anything to criticise in the cond}lct
of affairs, this arrangement may answer., Otherwise T should think

the lack of an independent unofficial medium for the expression of
ini ost unfortunate results. Confess, Dr.

s, with all that it implies, was a
1d system when capital was in private
hands, and that you have to set off the loss of that against your

gains in other respects.’”’

«¢1 am afraid 1 can 1 give you even that consolation,”’ replied
Dr. Leete, laughing. ‘‘In the first place, Mr. West, the newspaper
press is by 1o means as we look at if, the best vehiele
for serious eriticism of public affairs. To us, the judgments of
your newspapers on such themes seem generally to have been
erude and fippant, as well as deep
and bitterness. In so far as they may
public opinion, they give an unfavour
popular jntelligence, while so far as they may

vice. O
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The editor settles with them the price of their wares. The
amount is transferred to their individual credit from the guar-
antee credit of the paper, and a remission of service is granted
the contributor for a length of time corresponding to the amount .
credited him, just as to other authors, As to magazines, the
gystem is the same. Those interested in the prospectus of a new
periodical pledge enough subscription to run it for a year; select
their editor, who recompenses his contributors just as in the other
case, the printing bureau furnishing the necessary force and
material for publication, as a matter of course. When an editor’s
serviees are no longer desired, if he cannot earn the right to his
time by other literary work, he simply resumes his place in the
industrial army. I should add that, though ordinarily the
editor is elected only at the end of the year, and as a rule is
continued in office for a term of years, in case of any sudden
change he should give to the tone of the paper, provision is. made
for taking the semse of the subseribers as to his removal at any

time.”’

¢¢However earnestly
of study or meditation,

a man may long for leisure for purposes
27 T remarked, ‘*he cannot get out of the
harness, if I understand you rightly, except in these two ways
you have mentioned. Heé must either by literary, artistic, or
inventive productiveness indemnify the nation for the loss of
his services, or must get a sufficient number of other people to
contribute to such an indemnity.”’

«¢Tt is most certain,’’ replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘that no able-bodied
man nowadays can evade his share of work and live on the toil
of others, whether he ealls himself by the fine name of student
or confesses to being simply lazy. At the same time our system
is elastic enough to give free play to every instinet of human
nature which does not aim at dominating others or living on the
fruit of others’ labour. There is not only the remission by indem-
nification but the remission by abnegation. Any man in his
thirty-third year, his term of service being then half dome, can
obtain an honourable discharge from the army, provided he
accepts for the rest of his life one half the rate of maintenance
other citizens receive, It is quite possible to live on this amount,
though onme must forego the luxuries and elegancies of life, with

some, perhaps, of its comforts.”’
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CHAPTER XVL

Next morning I rose somewhat before the breakfast hour
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‘T admit,”’ he said, ‘‘th
[ ¢ 1, at our system i stive i
ga?i\ir:g;r; tfsrt;ases like yours, hutyyou ;:eﬂ;f)?btlot&\e B s
e 1 e v;orld except by the usual proeesy i iy
o an’d - no fear that we ghall be unable to e
cupation for you in due time. You ha\pr;m:;lde ltmth g
s yet been

brought in contact only with the members of my family, but :
» but you

must not suppose that I ha
ve kept your secret
your ease, even before your resuscitation, and v,g'f};h:}m‘f’“t‘:”“y:
e gince,
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has excited the profoundest interest in the natiom. Tn view of
your precarious nervous condition, it was thought best that I
ghould take exclusive charge of you at first, and that you should,
through me and my family, receive some general idea of the sort
of world you had come back to before you began to make the
acquaintance generally of its inhabitants. As to finding a fune-
tion for you in gociety, there was 100 hesitation as to what that
would be. Few of us have it in our power to confer so great a
service on the mation as you will be able to when you leave my
roof, which, however, you must not think of doing for a good

time yet.”’

«¢What can I possibly dot’’ T asked. ¢‘Perhaps you imagine
T have some trade, or art, or special gkill. I assure you I have
none whatever. I mever earned a dollar in my life, or did an
hour’s work, I am strong, and might be a common labourer, but

nothing more.”’

¢¢Tf that were the most efficient service you wereé able to render
the nation, you would find that avocation considered quite as
respectable as any other,”’ replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘but you can do
something else better. You are easily the master of all our

historians on questions relating to the soeial conditions of the

latter part of the nineteenth century, to us one of the most
absorbingly interesting periods of history; and whenever in due
time you have sufficiently familiarized vourself with our institu-
tions, and are willing to teach us something concerning those of
your day, you will find an historical lectureship in one of our

colleges awaiting you.”’

««Very good! very good indeed,’’ I said, much relieved by 80
ractical a suggestion on @ point Wwhich had begun to trouble me.
“41f your people are really so much interested in the nineteenth

ill indeed be an occupation ready-made for me.

century, there Wi ]
I don’t think there is anything else that I could possibly earn

my salt at, but T certainly may claim without conceit to have
gome special gualifications for such a post as you deseribe.’’
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CHAPTER XVIT.
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there was no way of getting statistics of actual distribution, these
figures were not exact, but they were nearly so. Now that every
pin which is given out from a national warehouse is recordoed,
of course the figures of consumption for any week, month, or
year, in the possession of the department of distribution at the
end of that period, are precise. On these figures, allowing for
tendencies to increase or decrease and for any special causes
likely to affect demand, the estimates, say for a year ahead, are
based. These estimates, with a proper margin for security, hav-
ing been accepted by the general administration, the responsibility
of the distributive department ceases until the goods are delivered
to it. I speak of the astimates being furnished for an entire year
ahead, but in reality they cover that much time only in case of
the great staples for which the demand can be ecaleulated om as
steady. Tn the great majority of amaller industries for the pro-
duct of which popular taste fluctuates, and novelty ig frequently
required, production is kept barely ahead of consumption, the
distributive department furnishing frequent estimates based on
the weekly state of demand. .

¢« Wow the entire field of productive and construective industry
is divided into ten great departments, each representing a group
of allied industries, each particular industry being in turn repre:
sented by a subordinate bureau, which has a complete record of
the plant and force under its control, of the present product,
and means of increasing it, The estimates of the distributive
department, after adoption by the administration, are gent as man-
dates to the ten great departments, which allot them to the
subordinate bureaus representing the particular industries, and
these set the men at work. Each bureau is responsible for the
task given it, and this responsibility is enforced by depart_mm}tal
oversight, and that of the administration; mot does the distribu-
tive department accept the product without its own ingpection;
while even if in the hands of the consumer an article turns out
unfit, the system enahles the fault to be traced hack to the
original workman. The production of the eommodities for actual
publie consumption does not, of course, require by any means
all the national force of workers. After the necessary con-

tingents have been detailed for the various industries, the amount
ded in creating fixed

of labour left for other employment is expended
eapital, such as buildings, machinery, engineering works, and so
forth.”’
¢¢One point oceurs to me,”’ I said, ‘‘on which T should think
there might be dissatisfaction. Where there 18 1O opportunity
for private enterprise, how is there any assurance that the claims
of small minorities of the people to have articles produced, 1:01-
which there is no wide demand, will be respected? An Oﬁ!}l&l
decree at any moment may deprive them of the means of gratify-
ing some special taste, merely because the majority does mnot

share it."’

BT AT O 1PN R PUALE s e
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¢¢That would be tyranny indeed,’’ replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘and you
may be very sure that it does not happen with us, to whom liberty
is as dear as equality or fraternity. As you come to know our
system better, you will see that our officials are in fact, and not
merely in name, the agents and servants of the people. The
administration has no power to stop the production of any com-
modity for which there continues to be a demand. Suppose the
demand for any article declines to such a point that its production
becomes very costly. The price has to be raised in proportion,
of course, but as long as the consumer cares to pay it, the produc-
tion goes on, Again, suppose an article not before produced is
demanded. If the administration doubts the reality of the
demand, a popular petition, guaranfeeing a certain basis of con-
sumption, compels it to produce the desired article. A govern-
ment, or a majority, which should undertake to tell the peaple,
or a minority, what they were to eat, drink, or wear, as T believe
governments in America did in your day, would be regarded as
a curious anachronism indeed. Possibly you had reasons for
tolerating these infringements of personal independence, but we
ghould not think them endurable. T am glad you raised this
point, for it has given me a chance to show you how much more
direct and efficient is the contrel over production exercised by
the individual citizen now than it was in your day, when what
you called private initiative prevailed, though it should have been

called capitalist initiative, for the average private citizen had
little enough share in it.”’

‘“You speak of raising the price of costly articles,”’ T said.
‘‘How can prices be regulated in a country where there is mo
competition between buyers or sellers?’’

“‘Just ns they were with you,’’ replied Dr. Leete. ‘‘You think
that needs explaining,’’ he added, as I looked ineredulous, ‘‘but
the explanation need not be long; the cost of the labour which
produced it was recognized as the legitimate basis of the price
of an article in your day, and so it ig in ours. In your day, it
was the differemce in waves that made the difference in the c’ost
of labour; now it is the relative number of hours constituting a
da_y’s work in different trades, the maintenance of the worker
being equal in all cases. The cost of a man’s work in a trade
so difficult that in order to attract volunteers the hours have to
be fixed at four a day is twice as great as that in a trade where
the men work eight hours. The result as to the cost of labour
you see, is just the same as if the man working four hours were
paid, under your system, twice the wages the other gets, This
ealenlation applied to the labour employed in the various focesseé
of 4 manu actured article gives its price relatively to other
articles. Besides the cost of production and transportation, the
factor of scarcity affects the prices of some commodities. As
regards the great staples of life, of which an abundance can

always be secured, scarcity is eliminated as a factor. There is

“¢rops. The prices ©
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old fellows are likely to be pretty well equipped. Recognizing
this fact, the nation entrusts to the honorary members of each
guild the election of its gemeral, and T venture to claim that no
previous form of society could have developed a hody of electors
go ideally adapted to their office, as regards absolute impartiality,
knowledge of the special qualifications and record of candidates,
solicitude for the best result, and complete absence' of self-
interest.

«tFach of the ten lieutenant-generals or heads of departments is
himself elected from among the generals of the guilds grouped as
a department, by vote of the honorary members of the guilds thus
grouped. Of course there is a tendency on the part of each guild
fo vote for its own general, but no guild of any group has nearly
enough votes to elect a man not supported by most of the others.
T assure you that these elections are exceedingly lively.’’

¢««The President, 1 suppose, is selected from among the ten
heads of the great departments,’” T suggested.

¢cPrecisely, hut the heads of departments are not eligible to
the presidency till they have been a certain number of years out
of office. It is rarely that a man passes through all the grades
to the headship of a department much hbefore he is forty, and
at the end of a five years’ term he is usually forty-five. If more,
he still serves through his term, and if less, he is nevertheless
discharged from the industrial army at its termination. It would
not do for him to return to the ranks. The interval before he
is a candidate for the presidency is intended to give time for him

to recognize fully that he has returned into the general mass of
the nation, and is identified with it rather than with the indus-
trial army. Moreover, it is expected that he will employ this
period in studying the general condition of the army, instead of
that of the special group of guilds of which he was the head.
From among the former heads of departments who may be eligible
at the time, the President is elected by vote of all the men of
the nation who are not connected with the industrial army.’’
“‘The army is not allowed to vote for President?’’
That would be perilous to its discipline, which
it is the business of the President to maintain as the represen-
tative of the nation at large. His right hand for this purpese
is the inspectorate, a highly important department of our system;
to the inspectorate come all complaints or information as to
defects in goods, insolence or ineficiency of officials, or derelic-
tion of any sort in the public service. The inspectorate, however,
does not wait for complaints. Not only is it on the alert to
eateh and sift every rumour of a fault in the service, but it
it its business, by systematic and constant oversight and inspec-
" tion of every branch of the army, to find out what is going wrong
before anybody else does. The President is usually not far from
fifty when elected, and serves five years, forming an honourable

‘¢ Certainly not.
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exception to the rule of retirement at forty-five. At the end of
his term of office, a national Comgress is called to receive his
report and approve or condemn it. If it approves, Congress
usually elects him to represent the nation for five years more
in the international council. Congress, T ghould also say, passes on
the reports of the outgoing heads of departments, and a dis-
approval renders any one of them ineligible for President. But
it is rare, indeed, that the nation has occasion for other senti-
ments than those of gratitude towards its high officers. As to
their ahility, to have risen from the ranks, by tests so various
and severe, to their positions, is proof in itself of extraordinary
qualities, while as to faithfulness, our social system leaves them
absolutely withont any other motive than that of winning the
esteem of their fellow citizens. Corruption is impossible in a
society where there is neither poverty to be bribed nor wealth
to bribe, while as to demagoguery or intrigue for office, the con-
ditions of promotion render them out of the question.”’

«Ope point T do mot quite understand,’” T said. “‘Are the
members of the liberal professions eligible to the presidency?
and if so, how are they ranked with those who pursue the indus-
tries proper?”’

¢‘They have mo ranking with them,’’ replied Dr. Leete. ‘‘The
members of the technical professions, such as engineers and
architects, have a ranking with the constructive guilds; but the
members of the liberal professions, the doctors and teachers, as
well as the artists and men of lefters who obtain remissions of
industrial service, do not belong to the industrial army. On this
ground they vote for the President, but are not eliéible to his
office. One of its main duties being the control and discipline
of the industrial army, it is essential that the President should
have passed through all its grades to understand his business,’’

“‘That is reasonable,’’ T said; ‘‘but if the doctors and teachers
do not know enough of industry to be President, neither, I should
think, can the President know enough of medicine and education
to control those departments.’’

““No more does he,”’ was the reply. ‘‘Except in the general
way that he is responsible for the enforcement of the laws as
to all classes, the President has nothing to do with the faculties
of medicine and education, which are controlled by boards of
regents of their own, in which the President is ex-officio chair-
man, and tfaa the casting vote. These regents, who, of cdurse
are respor‘mble to Congress, are chosen by the honora‘ry memberé
of the guilde of education and medicine, the retired teachers and
doctors of the country.”’

“Do you know,”’ I said, ‘‘the method of electing official
votes of the :etiriad membérs of the guilds is noth'u?g m‘f;e ihgi
the application on & national scale of the plan of government

ELICIDIA 40 AdVEe LVLS
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by alumni, which we used to a slight ext_ent.occ_asionally in the
management of our higher educational 1nst1tut1qnst” ] :
«Did you, indeed?’’ exclaimed Dr. Leete, with animation.
(¢That is quite new to me, and I fancy will be to most of us,
and of much interest as well. There has been great discussion
as to the germ of the idea, and we fancied that there was for
once something new under the sun. Well! We}ll In your higher
oducational institutions! that is interesting indeed. You must
tel] me more of that.’’

««Truly, there is very little more to tell than I have told
already,’’ I replied. ¢tif we had the germ of your idea, it was
but as a germ.’’ :
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CHAPTER XVIII.

That evening I sat up for some time after the ladies had retired,
talking with Dr. Leete about the effect of the plan of exempting
men from further service to the nation after the age of forty-five,
a point brought up by his account of the part taken by the retired
citizens in the government,

‘“At fortyfive,”’ said I, ‘‘a man still has ten years of good
manual labour in him, and twice ten years of good intellectual
service. To be superannuated at that age and laid on the shelf
must be regarded rather as a hardship than a favour by men
of energetic dispositions.’’

¢‘My dear Mr. West,’_’ exclaimed Dr. Leete, beaming upon me,
‘‘you cannot have any idea of the piquancy your nineteenth cen-
tury ideas have for us of this day, the rare quaintness of their
effect. Enow, O child of another race and yet the same, that
the labour we have to render as our part in securing for the
nation the means of a comfortable physical existence is by no
means regarded as the most important, the most interesting, or
the most dignified employment of our powers. We look upon it
as a necessary duty to be discharged before we can fully devote
ourselves to the higher exercise of our faculties, the intellectual
8.11.1(1 spirifual enjoyments and pursuits which alone mean life.
Everything possible is indeed done by the just distribution of
burdens, and by all manner of special attractions and incentives
to relieve our labour of jrksomencss, and, except in a compara-
tive sense, it is mot usually irksome, and is often inspiring. But
it is mot our labour, but the higher and larger activities which
the performance of our task will leave us free to enter upon
that are considered the main business of exigtence. ;

‘Of course not all, nor the majority
artlstt}u}, literfa.rylsl or scholarly interests y
one thing valuable to their possessors. Many look ‘
half of life chiefly as a period for enjoymen¥ of ot}l:g]?nsoﬁ']l]::- kflf:}'
travel, for social relaxation in the company of their lifetime friends:
a time for the cultivation of all manner of personal idiosyncrasies
and special tastes, and the pursuit of every imaginable form of
recreation; in a word, a time for the leisurely and unperturbed
appreciation of the good things of the world which they have
hglpad to create, But whatever the differences between our indi-
vidual tastes as to the use we shall put our leisure to, we all

have those scientific,
which make leisure the
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agree in looking forward to the date of our discharge as the
¢ime when we shall first enter upon the full enjoyment of our ‘plrf.h-
right, the period when we shall first really attain our majority
and become enfranchised from discipline and control, with the
fee of our lives vested in ourselves. As eager boys in your day
anticipated twenty-one, so men nowadays look forward to forty- .
five. At twenty-one we become men, but at forty-five we renew
youth. Middle age and what you would have called old age are
zonsidered, rather than youth, the enviable time of life. Thanks
to the better conditions of existence nowadays, and above all
the freedom of every one from care, old age approaches many
years later and has an aspect far more benign than in past times.
Persons of average constitution usually live to eighty-five or
ninety, and at forty-five we are physically and mentally younger,
1 faney, than you were at thirty-five. 1t is a strange reflection
that at forty-five, when we are just entering upon the most enjoy-
able period of life, you already began to think of growing old and
to look backward. With you it was the forenoon, with us it is
the afternoon, which is the brighter half of lifq.” :

After this T remember that our talk branched into the subject
of popular sports and recreations at the present time as com-
pared with those of the nincteenth century.

¢‘Tn one respect,’’ said Dr. Leete, ‘“there is marked difference.
The professional sportsmen, which were such a curious feature of
your day, we have nothing answering to, nor are the prizes for which
our athletes contend money prizes, as with you. Our contests
are always for glory only. The generous rivalry existing between
the various guilds, and the loyalty of each worker to his own,
afford a constant stimulation to all sorts of games and matehes
by sea and land, in which the young men take scarcely more
interest than the honorary guildsmen who have served their fime.
The guild yacht races off Marblehead take place next week, and
vou will be able to judge for yourself of the popular enthusiasm
Which such events nowadays call out as compared with your day.
The demand for ‘panem et circenses’ preferred by the Roman
populace is recognized nowadays as a wholly reasonable one. If
bread is the first necessity of life, recreation is a close second,
and the nation caters for both. ~ Americans of the nineteenth
century were as unfortunate in lacking an adequgte provision
for the one sort of need as for the other. Even if the people
of that period had enjoyed larger leisure, they would, I fancy,
have often been at a loss how to pass it agrecably. We are:
never in that predicament.’’
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CHAPTER XIX.

In the course of an early morning counstitutional I visited
Charlestown. Among the changes, too numerous to attempt to
indicate, which mark the lapse of a century in that quarter, T
particularly noted the total disappearance of the old state prison.

‘‘That went before my day, but I remember hearing about it,”’
said Dr, Leete, when I alluded to the fact at the breakfast table.
“‘We have no jails nowadays. All cases of atavism are treated
in the hospitals.”’

“Qf atavisml’’ T exclaimed, staring.

““Why, yes,”’ replied Dr. Leete. ‘‘The idea of dealing puni-
tively with those unfortunates was given up at least fifty years
ago, and I think more.”’

] don’t quite understand you,”’ T said. ¢‘Atavism in my
day was a word applied to the cases of persons in whom some
trait of a remote ancestor recurred in a noticeable manner. Am
1 to understand that crime is nowadays looked upon as the recur-
rence of an ancestral trait?’’

‘I beg your pardon,’”’ said Dr. Leete, with a smile half
humorous, half-deprecating, ‘‘but since you have so explicitly

k h i i i
:,ﬁae.d”t e question, T am forced to say that the fact is preecisely

After what I had already learned of the mora 3
between the nineteenth and th{e twentieth centuries, it lesndt;'ﬁ%?
less absurd in me to begin to develop sensitiveness on the subject
and probably if Dr. Leete had not spoken with that apologetie’.
air and Mrs, Leete and Edith shown a corresponding embarrass-
ment, I should not have flushed, as T was conscious I did.

‘I was not in much dan f bei i i
oy g gl yger o ”bemg vain of my generation

“‘This is your generation, Mr. West,’’ int i

: ; : 3 erposed Hdith. ‘Tt
is the one in which you are living, }ou kngw and it is onlIy
because we are alive now that we call it ours,’’

““Thank you. I will try to think of it so,’’ i

L : 0,”’ T said, and as
eyes m‘e‘t hers their expression quite cured r::y senseless sensitil\]r]g
ness. ‘‘After all,”’ T said, with a laugh, ‘T was brought up a

Calvinist, and ought not to be startl i
gy I uA gkt e ed to hear crime spoken of
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«¢Tn point of faet,”’ gaid Dr. Leete, ‘‘our use of the word is
no reflection at all om your generation, if, begging Edith’s
pardon, we may call it yours, so far as seeming to imply that
we think ourselves, apart from our cireumstances, better than you
were. In your day fully nineteen-twentieths of the crime, using
the word broadly to inelude all sorts of misdemeanours, resulted
from the inequality in the possessions of individuals; want
tempted the poor, lust of greater gains, or the desire to preserve
former gains, tempted the well-to-do. Directly or indirectly, the
desire for money, which then meant every good thing, was the
motive of all this crime, the taproot of a vast poison growth, which
the machinery of law courts and police could barely prevent from
choking your civilization outright. When we made the nation
the sole trustee of the weath of the nation, and guaranteed to
all abundant maintenance, on the one hand abolishing want, and
on the other checking the accumulation of riches, we cut this
root, and the poison tree that overshadowed your society withered,
like Jonah’s gourd, in a day. As for the comparatively small
class of violent crimes against persons, nneonnected with any idea
of gain, they were almost wholly confined, even in your day, to
the ignorant and bestial; and in these days, when education and
good manners are not the monopoly of a few, but universal, such
atrocities are searcely ever heard of. You now see why the word
‘atavism’ is used for erime. It is because nearly all forms of
erime known to- you are motiveless now, and when they appear
can only be explained as the outeropping of ancestral traits.
You used to call persons who stole, evidently without any rational
motive, kleptomaniacs, and when the case was clear deemed it
absurd to punish them as thieves. Your attitude toward the
genuine kleptomaniae is precisely ours toward the vietim of
atavism, an attitude of compassion and firm but gentle restraint.”’

¢¢Your courts must have an easy time of it,”’ 1 observed.
«¢With no private property to speak of, no disputes between
citizens over business relations, no real estate to divide or debts
to collect, there must be absolutely no civil business at all for
them; and with no offences against property, and mighty few of
any sort to provide criminal eases, T should think you might
almost do without judges and lawyers altogether.’’

«‘We do without lawyers, certainly,’’ was Dr. Leete’s reply.
‘It would mot seem reasonable to us, in a case where the only
interest of the nation is to find out the truth, that persons should
take part in the proceedings who had an acknowledged motive
to colour it.’’

««But who defends the accused?’’

«Tf he is a criminal he needs mo defence, for he pleads guilty
in most instances,’’ replied Dr. Leete. ¢‘The plea of the accused
is not a mere formality with us, as with you. It is usually the
end of the case.
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made it aependent, but is needless now. No econceivable motive
but justice could actuate our judges.’’

¢«¢{How are these magistrates selected?’’

««Phey are an honourable exception to the rule which discharges
all men from service at the age of forty-five. The President of
the nation appoints the necessary judges year by year from the
class Teaching that age. The number appointed is, of course,
exceedingly few, and the honour so high that it is held an offset
to the additional term of service which follows, and though a
judge’s appointment may he declined, it rarely is. The term is
five years, without eligibility to reappointment. ~ The members
of the Supreme Court, which is the guardian of the constitution,
are selected from among the lower judges. When a vacancy in
that court occurs, those of the lower judges, whose terms expire
that year, select, as their last official act, the one of their col-
leagues left on the bench whom they deem fittest to fill if

¢‘There being no legal profession to serve as a school for
judges,’’ I said, ‘‘they must, of course, come directly from the

law school to the bench.’’

‘¢We have no such things as law schools,’’ replied the doetor,
smiling. ‘‘The law as a special science is obsolete. It was a
system of casuistry which the elaborate artificiality of the eold
order of society absolutely required to interpret it, but only a
few of the plainest and simplest legal maxims have any applica-
tion to the existing state of the world. Everything touching the
relations of men to one another is now simpler, beyond any com-
parison, than in your day. We should have no sort of use for
the hair-splitting experts who presided and argued in your courts.
You must not imagine, however, that we have any disrespect for
those ancient worthies because we have no use for them. On
the contrary, we entertain an unfeigned respect, amounting almost
to awe, for the men who alone understood and were able fto -
expound the interminable complexity of the rights of property,
and the relations of ecommercial and personal dependence involved
in your system. What, indeed, could possibly give a more power-
ful impression of the intricacy and artificiality of that system
than the fact that it was necessary to set apart from other pur-
guits the eream of the intellect of every gemeration, in order
to provide a body of pundits able to make it even vaguely intel-
ligible to those whose fates it determined. The treatises of
your great lawyers, the works of Blackstone and Chitty, of Story
and Parsons, stand in our museums, side by side with the tombs
of Duns Scotus and his fellow scholasties, as curious monuments
of intellectual subtlety devoted to subjects equally remote from
the interests of modern men. Onur judges are simply widely

informed, judicions, and discreet men of ripe years.
T should not fail to speak of one important function of the
minor judges,’’ added Dr. Leete, ‘‘This is to adjudicate all

D
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cages where a private of the industrial army makes g complaint

of unfairness against an officer. A7l such questions are hearg
and settled without appeal by a single judge, three Judges being
required only in graver cases. The efficiency of industry requirey
the strictest discipline in the army of labour, but the elaim of
the workman to just and considerate treatment is backeq by the
whole power of the nation. The officer commands and the private
obeys, but no officer is so high that he would dare display ap
overbearing manner toward g workman of the lowest class, Ag
for churlishness or rudeness by an official of any sort, in hig
relations to the publiec, not one among minor offenceg ig more
gure of a prompt Penalty than this. Not only justice but civility
is enforced by our Judges in all sorts of intercourse. No valys

of service is accepted as a set-off to boorish or offensive may-
ners,’’

It oceurred to me, as Dr. Leete was speaking, that in all hig
talk T had heard much of the nation and nothing of the state
governments. Had the organization of the nation as an industrial
unit done away with the states? I asked.

‘‘Necessarily,’’ he replied. ‘‘The state governments would
have interfered with the control and discipline of the industrial
army, which, of course, required to be central and uniform. Even
if the state governments had not become inconvenient for other
reasons, they were rendered superfluous by the prodigions simpli-
fication in the task of government since your day. Almost the

cole fupction of the administration now is that of directing the

We have
no departments of state or treasury, no excige Or revenue gser-
vices, no taxes or tax-collectors. The onl

government, as known to you, which still remains

machine,
to it, which make the duties of judges s
ber and duties of the police to a minimum.’?

““But with no state legislatures, ang Con,
once in five years, how do you get

‘“We have no legislation,’”
to none,

gress meeting only
your legislation done??’

replied Dr, Leete, ¢‘that is, next
it meets, congiders
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CHAPTER XX,
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« my new surroundings, and to realize the prodigious
f:?mnkgl:; tlzmi{fr have transfor_me%. the world, I no longer find it
hard, but very easy, to realize that I have slept a century. Can
you conceive of such a thing as living a hundrefl.yeara in four
days? It really seems to me that I have done just that, and
that it is this experience which has given so remote and unreal
an appearance to my former life. Can you see how such a thing
might bef’’

(i] ¢an conceive it,’’ replied Edith meditatively, ““and I think
we ought all to be thankful that it is so, for it will save you much
suffering, I am sure.”’

Imagine,”’ I said, in an effort to explain, as much to myself
as to her, the strangeness of my mental condition, ‘‘that a man
first heard of a bereavement many, many years, half a lifetime
perhaps, after the event oceurred. I fancy his feeling v\:ould l_)a
perhaps something as mine is. When 1 think of my friends in
the world of that former dey, and the sorrow they must have
felt for me, it is with a pensive pity, rather than keen anguish,
as of a sorrow long, long ago ended.’’

«¢You have told us nothing yet of your friends,’’ said Edith.
‘{Had you many to mourn you.’’

“!Thank God, I had very few relatives, none nearer than
cousins,’’ T replied. ‘‘But there was one, not a relative, but
dearer to me than any kin of blood. She had your name. She
was to have been my wife soon. Ah me!’’

¢¢Ah mel’’ sighed Edith by my side. ‘‘Think of the heartache
she must have had.’’

Something in the deep feeling of this gentle girl touched a
chord in my benumbed heart. - My eyes, before so dry, were
flooded with the tears that had till now refused to come. When
I had regained by composure, I saw that she too had been weep-
ing freely.

¢God bless your tender heart,”’ T said.
see her picturef’’

A small locket with Edith Bartlett’s picture, secured about my
neck with a gold chain, had lain upon my breast all through that
long sleep, and removing this I opened and gave it to my com-
panion. She took it with eagerness, and after poring long over
the sweet face, touched the picture with her lips.

T know that she was good and lovely enough to well deserve
your tears,’’ she said; ‘“but remember her heartache was over
long ago, and she has been in heaven for nearly a century.’’

It was indeed so. Whatever her sorrow had once been, for
nearly a century she had ceased to weep, and, my sudden passion
spent, my own tears dried away. T had loved her very dearly in
my other life, but it was a hundred years ago! I do not know,

““Would you like to
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CHAPTER XXIT.

Tt had been suggested by Dr. Leete that we should devote
the next morning to an inspection of the schools and colieges of
the eity, with some attempt on his own part at an explanation
of the educational system of the twentieth century.

«tYou will see,’’ said he, as we set out after breakfast, ¢‘many
very important differences between our methods of education and
vours, but the main difference is that nowadays all persons equally
have those opportunities of higher education which in your day
only an infinitesimal portion of the population enjoyed. We
should think we had gained nothing worth speaking of, in equaliz-
ing the physical ecomfort of men, without this edueational
equality.’’

«¢The cost must be very great,”’ T said.

«(Tf it took half the revemue of the nation, mobody would
grudge it,”’ replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘nor even if it took it all save a
bare pittance. But in truth the expense of educating ten thousand
youth is not ten nor five times that of educating one thousand.
The prineciple which malkes all operations on a large scale propor-
tionally cheaper than on a small scale holds as to education also.”’

¢¢Oollege education was terribly expensive in my day,’’ said T.

¢({Tf T have not been misinformed by our historians,’’ Dr. Leete
answered, ‘‘it was mot college aducation but college dissipation
and extravagance which cost so highly. The actual expense of
vour colleges appears to have been very low, and would have
heen far lower if their patronage had been greater. The higher
education nowadays is as cheap as the lower, as all grades of
teachers, like all other workers, receive the same support. We
have simply added to the common school system of compulsory
education, in vogne in Massachusetts a hundred years ago, a
half dozen higher grades, carrying the youth to the age of twenty-
one and giving him what you used to call the ecducation of a
gentleman, instead of turning him loose at fourteen. or fifteen
with no mental equipment beyond reading, writing, and the mul-
tiplication table.”’

«(Qotting aside the actual cost of these additional years of
education,’”’ T replied, ‘‘we should not have thought we could
afford the loss of time from industrial pursuits. Boys of the
poorer classes usually went to work at sixteen or younger, and
knew their trade at twenty.”’
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universal and equal enjoyment leaves, indeed, the differences
between men as to mnatural endowments as marked as in a state
of nature, but the level of the lowest is vastly raised. Brutish-
ness is eliminated. All have some inkling of the humanities,
gome appreciation of the things of the mind, and an admiration
for the still higher culture they have fallen short of, They have
become capable of receiving and imparting, in various degrees,
but all in some measure, the pleasures and inspirations of a
refined social life. The cultured society of the nineteenth cen-
tury,—what did it comsist of but here and there a few miero-
seopic oases in a vast, unbroken wilderness? The proportion of
individuals capable of intellectual sympathies or refined inter-
course, to the mass of their contemporaries, used to be so infini-
tesimal as to be in any broad view of humanity scarcely worth
mentioning. One generation of the world to-day represents a
greater volume of intellectual life than any five centuries ever
did before.

¢‘There is still another point T should mention in stating the
grounds on which nothing less than the universality of the best
education cou.. now be tolerated,’’ continued Dr. Leete, ‘‘and
that is, the interest of the coming generation in having educated
parents. To put the matter in a nut-shell, there are three main
grounds on which our education system rests; the right of every
man to the completest education the nation can give him on his
own account, as necessary to his enjoyment of himself; second,
the right of his fellow-citizens to have him educated, as necessary
to their enjoyment of his gociety; third, the right of the unborn
to be guaranteed an intelligent and refined parentage.’’

I ghall not describe in detail what T saw in the schools that
day. Having taken buf slight interest in educational matters in
my former life, T could offer few comparisons of interest. Next
to the fact of the universality of the higher as well as the lower
education, I was most struck with the prominence given fto
physieal culture, and the fact that proficiency in athletic feats
and games as well as in scholarship had a place in the rating
of the youth,

¢¢The faculty of education,’’ Dr. Teete explained, ‘“is held to
the same respomsibility for the bodies as for the minds of its
charges. The highest possible physical, as well as mental, develop-
ment of every ome is the double object of a curriculum which
lasts from the age of six to that of twenty-one.”’

The magnificent health of the young people in the schools im-
pressed me strongly. My previous observations, not only of the
notable personal endowments of the family of my host, but of
the people I had seen in my walks abroad, had already suggested
the idea that there must have been something like a general
improvement in the physical standard of the race since my day,
and mnow, as I compared these stalwart young men and :!res{,
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CHAPTER XXIIL

We had made an appointment to meet the ladies at the dining-
hall for dinner, after which, having some engagement, they left
us sitting at table there, discussing our wine and cigars with a
multitude of eother matters.

«tpoetor,’’ said 1, in the course of our talk, ‘“morally speak-
ing, your social system is one which I should be insensate not
to admire in comparison with any previously in vogue in the
world, and especially with that of my own most unhappy cen-
tury. If 1 were to fall into a mesmeric sleep to-night as lagting
as that other, and meanwhile the course of time were to tale
a turn backward instead of forward, and T were to take up
again in the nineteenth century, when T had told my friends
what T had seen, they would every one admit that your world
was a paradise of order, equity, and felicity. But they were a
very practical people, my contemporaries, and after expressing
their admiration for the moral beauty and material splendour of
the system, they would presently begin to cipher and ask how
you got the monéy to make everybody so happy; for certainly
to support the whole nation at a rate of comfort, and even
Juxury, such as I see around me, must involve vastly greater wealth
than the nation produced in my day. Now, while I could explain
to them pretty mnearly everything else of the main features of
your system, T should quite fail to amswer this question, and
Tailing there, they would tell’ me, for ThEx ol very eclose
cipherers, that I had been dreaming; mor would they ever believe
anything else. In my day, I know that the total annual product
of the nation, although it might have been divided with absolute
equality, would not have come to mare than three or four hun-
dred dollars per head, not very much more than enough to supply
the necessities of life with fow or any of its comforts. How i3
it that you have so much more?”’

«¢That is a very pertinent question, Mr. West,”’ replied Dr.
Leete, ‘‘and I should not blame your friends, in the case you
supposed, if they declared your gtory all moonshine, failing a
satisfactory reply to it. Tt is a question which T cannot answer
exhaustively at any one sitting, and as for the exact statistics to
bear out my general statements, 1 shall have to refer you for
them to books in my library, but it would certainly be a pity

to be put to confusion by your old acquaintances,

to leave you :
in case of the contingency you speak of, for lack of a few sug-

gestions.”’
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ch resulted inevitably from leaving the industries of
the mation to private enterprises. However great the sconomies

our contemporaries might have devised in the congumption of
marvellous the progress of mechanical

saved, whi

products, and however h
invention, they could never have raised themselves out of the
slough of poverty 8o long as they held to that system.

({No mode more wasteful for utilizing human emnergy ecould be
devised, and for the credit of the human intellect it should be
remembered that the system mover was devised, but was merely

g survival from the rude ages when the lack of social organiza-
tion made any sort of cobiperation impossible.’’

1 will readily admit,’’ T said, (¢that our industrial system
was ethically very bad, but as a mere wealth-producing machine,
apart from moral aspects, it seemed to us admirable.”’

¢t Ag T said,’’ responded the doctor, ¢the subject iz too large
to discuss at length now, but if you are really interested to know
the main criticisms which we moderns make on your industrial
system 2as compared with our own,
of them.

¢‘The wastes which resulted fro
try to jrresponsible individnals, wholly
standing or comcert, were mainly four:
taken undertakings; gecond, the waste from the ecompetition and
mutual hostility of those engaged in industry; third, the waste
by periodical gluts and crises, with the congequent interruptions
of industry; fourth, the waste from idle capital and labour at
all times. Any one of those four great leaks, were all the others
stopped, would suffice to make the difference between wealth and

poverty on the part of a nation.

tiTake the waste by mistaken undertakings, to begin with. In
your day the produetion and distribution of commodities being
“vithout concert or organization, there was no means of knowing
just what demand there was for any class of products, or what
Was the rate of supply. Therefore, any enterprise by a private
capitalist was always a doubtful experiment. The projector hav-
ing mo general view of the field of industry and consumption,
such as our government has, eould never be sure either what the
people, wanted, or what arrangements other capitalists were
making to supply them. In view of this, we are not surprised
to learn that the chances were considered several to one in favour
of the failure of any given business enterprise, and that it was
common for persons who at last succeeded in making a hit to
have failed repeatedly. If a shoemaker, for every pair of shoes
he succeeded in completing, spoiled the leather of four or five
pair, besides losing the time he gpent on them, he would stand
about the same chance of getting rich as your contemporaries did
with their system of private enterprise, and its average of four
or five failures to one EuCCess.

m leaving the conduct of indus-
without- muiual under-
first, the waste by mis-
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rehend, as 1 never yet could, though I have studied
the matter a great deal, how guch shrewd follows as your con-
temporaries appear to have been in many respects ever came to
entrust the business of providing for the community to a class
whose interest it was to starve it. T assure you that the wonder
with us is, not that the world did not get rich under such a system,
but that it did not perish outright from want. This wonder
increases as we go on to consider some Of the other prodigious

wastes that characterized it.
¢« Apart from the waste of labour and capital by misdirected
industry, and that from the constant blood-letting of your indus-
trial warfare, your gystem was liable to periodieal convulsions,
the unwise, the sucecessful eut-

overwhelming alike the wise and
throat as well as his vietim. I refer to the business crises at

intervals of five to fen years, which wrecked the industries of
the natiom, prostrating all weak enterprises and crippling the
gtrongest, and were followed by long periods, often of many
years, of so-called dull times, during which the capitalists slowly
regathered their dissipated strength while the labouring classes

starved and rioted. Then would ensue another brief season of
prosperity, erisis and the ensuing

followed in turn by another
years of exhaustion. developed, making the

As commerce
nations mutually dependent, world-

these crises became
wide, while the obstinacy of the ensuing state of collapse
inereased  with the area

affected by the convulsions,
and the consequent lac

k of rallying cenfres. In proportion
as the industries of the world multiplied and became complex, and
the volume of capital involved was jncreased, these business
cataclysms became more frequent, till, in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, there were two years of bad times to ome
of good, and the system of industry, never before so extended
or so imposing, S f collapsing by its own waight.

economists appear by

make me comp

that time

After endless discussions, your

to have settled down to the despairing conclugion that there

was no more possibility of preventing or controlling these crises
Tt only remained

than if they had been drouths or hurricanes.
egsary evils, and when they had passed

to endure them as mec
over to build up again the scattered structure of the industry,
as dwellers in an carthquake country keep on rebuilding their

cities on the same site.

i¢9o far as considering ¢ the trouble imherent in
their industrial system, your contemporaries were certainly cor-
rect. They were in its very basis, and must needs bhecome more
and more maleficient as the hbusiness fabric grew in size and
complexity. One of these causes Was the lack of any common
control of the different industries, and the consequent impossi-
bility of their orderly and co-ordinate development. It inevit-
ably resulted from this lack that they were continnally getting
out of step with one another and out of relation with the demand.

the causes O
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system of industries, by enabling par-
ticular industries to absorb disproportionate amounts of the
disposable capital of the country, and thus prepare disaster.
Business enterprises were always vastly in debt for advances of
credit, both to ome another and to the banks and ecapitalists, and
the prompt withdrawal of this credit at the first sign of a crisis
was generally the precipitating cause of it.

«:Tt was the misfortune of your contemporaries that they had
to cement their business fabric with a material which an acei-
dent might at any moment turn into an explosive. They were
in the plight of a man building a house with dynamite for mortar,
for credit can be compared with nothing else.

«¢Tf you would see how needless were these convulsions of busi-
ness which I have been speaking of, and how entirely they
resulted from leaving industry to private and unorganized man-
agement, just consider the working of our system. Over-production
in special lines, which was the great hobgoblin of your day, is
impossible now, for by the connaction between distribution and
production supply iz geared to demand like an engine to the
governor which regulates its speed. Even suppose by an error
of judgment an excessive production of some commodity. The
consequent slackening or cessation of production in that line
throws nobody out of employment. The suspended workers are
at once found occupation in some other department of the vast
workshop, and lose ouly the time spent in changing, while, as
for the glut, the business of the mation is large enough to carry
any amount of product manufactured in excess of demand

ti1l the latter overtakes it. In such a case of over-production, as

T have supposed, there is not with us, as with you, any _complex

machinery to get out of order and magnify a thousand times the

original mistake. Of course, having mot even money, we still
less have credit. All estimates deal directly with the real things,
the flour, iron, wood, wool, and labour, of which money and credit
were for you the very misleading representatives. In our caleu-
lotions of cost there can be mo mistakes. Out of the annual
product the amount necessary for the support of the people is
taken, and the requisite labour to produce the next year’s con-
sumption provided for. The residue of the material and labour
represents what can be safely expended in improvements. If the
crops are bad, the surplus for that year 1s less than usual, that
is all. Bxcept for slight occasional effects of such natural causes,
there are no fluctuations of business; the material prosperity of
the nation flows on uninterruptedly from_gene;ation to genera-
tion, like an ever broadening and deepening river.

¢tyour business crises, Mr. West,’’ continued the
either of the great wastes 1 mentioned before, were enough,

alone, to have kept your noses to the grindstone forever; but 1

have still to speak of omne other great cause of your poverty,

and that was the idleness of a great part of your capital and

of the private enterprise

doctor, ¢‘like
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lazger half of our advantage over you, the positive side of it,
T have yet harely spoken of. Supposing the system of private
enterprise in industry were without any of the great leaks I have
mentioned; that there were no waste on account of misdirected
effort growing out of mistakes as to the demand, and inability
to command a general view of the industrial field. Suppose, also,
{here were no neutralizing and duplicating of effort from com-
petition. Suppose, also, there were no waste from business paniecs
and crises through banlkruptey and long interruptions of industry,
and also none from the idleness of capital and labour. Suppos-
ing these evils, which are essential to the conduct of industry
by ecapital in private hands, could all be miraculously prevented
and the system yet retained; even then the guperiority of the
results attained by the modern industrial system of national con-

«iYou used to have some pretty large textile manufacturing
establishments, even in your day, although not comparable with
ours. No doubt you have visited these great mills in your time,
covering acres of ground, employing thousands of hands, and
combining under one roof, under one control, the hundred distinet
processes between, say, the cotton bale and the bale of glossy
calicoes. You have sdmired the vast econcmy of labour as of
mechanical force resulting from the perfect interworking with
the rest of every wheel and every hand. No doubt you have
reflected how much less the same force of workers employed in
that factory would accomplish if they were seattered, each man
working independently. Would you think it an exaggeration to
say that the utmost product of those workers working thus apart,
however amicable their relations might be, was increased not
merely by a perceutage, put many fold, when their efforts were
organized under one control? Well now, Mr. West, the organiza-
tion of the industry of the nation under a single control, so that
all its processes interlock, has multiplied the total product over
the utmost that eould be done under the former system, even
leaving out of aceount the four great wastes me_ntioned, in the
same proportion that the product of those mill-workers was
inereased by coiperation. The effectiveness of the working foree
of a nation, under the myriad-headed leadership of private eapital,
even if the leaders were not mutual enemies, as compared with
that which it attains under a gingle head, may be likened to
the military efficiency of a mob, or a horde of barbarians with
a thousand petty chiefs, as compared with that of a diseiplined
army under one general.

¢ After what you have told me,
wonder that the nation is richer noy
are not all Cresuses.’’

(¢Well,”’ replied Dr. Leete, ‘‘we are pretty well off. The rate
at which we live is as Juxurions as we could wish. The rivalry

7 T gaid, ““I do mot so much
than then, but that you
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CHAPTER XXIIL

That evening, a8 I gat with Edith in the musie-room, listening
4o gome pieces in the programmg of that day which had attracted
my notice, I took advautage of an interval in the music to say,
¢T have a question to ask you which I fear is rather indigerest.”’

4] am quite sure it is not that,’’ she replied, encouragingly.

«¢T am in the position of an eavesdropper,’’ T continued, ‘‘who,
having overheard a little of a matter not intended for him,
though seeming to concerc him, has the impudence to come to

the speaker for the rest.”’
(i An eavesdropper!’’ she repeated, looking puzzled.
1iYes,’? T said, (‘put an excusable one, as T think youm will

admit.”’

¢¢This is very mysterious,”’ she replied.

1 Yeg,”’ gaid I, ¢¢go mysterious that often I have doubted
whether T really overheard at all what I am going to ask you
about, or only dreamed it. I want you to tell me. The matter
is this: When I was coming out of that sleep of a century, the
first impression of which I was conscious was of voices talking
around me, voices that afterwards I recognized as your father’s,
your mother’s, and your OWI. First, I remember your father’s
Voice saying, ‘He is going to open his eyes. He had better see
but ome person at first.’ Then you said, if T did not dream it
all, ‘Promise me, then, that you will not tell him.’ Your father
geemed to hesitate about promising, but you insisted, and your
mother interposing, he finally promised, and when I opened my
eyes 1 saw only him.’’

T had been quite serious when I said that I was not sure that
I had not dreamed the conversation T fancied I had overheard,
so incomprehensible was it that these people ghould know any-
thing of me, 2 contemporary of their great-grandparents, which

1 did not know myself.
upon Edith, I knew that it was no dream, but another mystery,
and a more puzzling one than any I had before encountered. For
from the moment that the drift of my question became apparent,
she showed indications of the most acute embarrassment. Her
eyes, always SO frank and direct in expression, had dropped in
a panic before mine, while her face crimsoned from neck to
forehead.

«¢pardon me,’”’ I said,
derment at the extrpordinary @

as soon as I had recovered from bewil-
ffect of my words. 4]t seems,
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would never have asked you if I had fancied it could distress
you. But do you blame mé for being curiousf’’

«T do mot hlame you at all.”’

«cand some time,’’ T added, ‘‘if I do not tease you, you may

tell me of your ownd accord. May I mnot hope so?’’
«¢Pperhaps,’’ she murmured.
¢ QOnly perhaps?’’
Looking up, she read my face with a gquick, deep glance.
¢yes,’’ she said, ‘I think I may tell you—some time;’" and so

our conversation ended, for she gave me no chance to say any-
gbury eould have put

thing moTe.
That night I don’t think even Dr. Pill
1 morning at least. Mysteries had been

me to sleep, till towarc
mv aceustomed food for days now, but none had before con-
o fascinating as this, the

fronted me at once SO mysterious and s
ete had forbidden me even to seek.

solution of which Edith Le

It was a double mystery. How, in the first place, was it con-
ceivable that she should know any sscret about me, a stranger
from a strange age? In the second place, evel if she should
know such a secret, how account for the agitating effect which
the knowledge of it seemed to have upon her? There are puzzles
so difficult that one cannot even get so far as to a conjecture as to
the solugion, and this seemed one of them. T am usually of too
practical a turn to waste time on such conundrums; but the diffi-

culty of a riddle embodied in 2a beautiful young girl does mnot
ral, no doubt, maidens’

detract from its fascination. In general,
the same tale to young

blushes may be safely assumed to tell 4
men in all ages and races, but to give that interpretation to

Edith’s erimson cheeks would, considering my position and the
length of time T had known her, and still more the fact that
this mystery dated from before I had known her at all, be a piece
of utter fatuity. And yet <he was an angel, and T should not
have been a young man i¢ reason and common Sense had been able
quite to hanish a roseate tinge from my dreams that night.
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CHAPTER XXIV,
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m?]fl“g 30n8iderabfil;tngfs the new order g;s tlilf‘ B g ﬁ];sg st(:;:
Wb Bl wetins e the last thing that }Hisn? ’{"hey were
ew.

course,’’ i t i
e,”” replied Dr. gLeeotedo with it except to

while they lasted, for their

» 88 the doctor

the best consi hinder it, of
best consid - talk so di er 4

:gbsldlzmg of fﬁf,ge P;rueetg for soc?al.lsgustEd people gg ff%ctua:lly

e opponents ellows was o T0fbm of 'n Hearing. - The

of reform.’’ BRI e D ThE

est moves of

“‘Bubsidizi
: “Certa'mly?ﬁ ::e;fl!’v T exclaimed in astopi
i(}avys Sovbls that }C‘ﬁ Dr. Leete. *¢No h? onishment,
p;t')‘.(.alethe red flag and Ytarkere paid by thlgtonca'l authority now
ref[ﬁ'mgup'“}? :l‘der, by alar;?:;tt]?llrning, Sg:}e::; mOnopollies t(;
i “ 1at astoni e timj g, a :
ot Wbl it w3 0%, o o S any
gly.?? You should ha a
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““What are
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was BubEldizgd{UrI gil:éltilig:dfor believi

“Wh 5
Y, Blmp]y be
ﬁgget: :llllousand enia[':ll;’:s tohfe%rthm_ust have seen that
ppose eir prof a i
pose that they were hired fop fhe o e
work is to nd.
eredit

n
g that the req flag part
¥

them Wit
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without first winning over fo its ideas a majority o
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pited States, of all
to carry its point
£ “the natiom,

h an sneonceivable folly.* Im the U
a intelligently expect
eventually did.”’
17 T exclaimed. ««That must have arisen
after my day. 1 suppose it was one of the labour parties.”’
¢tQOh, no!”’ replied the doctor. ‘¢The labour parties, a8 such,
never could have accomplished anything on 2 large or permmmnt
seale. For purposcs of national scope, their basis as merely clags
organizations was too marrow. 1t Wam not till 2 rearrangement
of the industrial and social system on & higher ethical basis, and
for the more efficient production of wealth, was recognized as the
interest, not of one class, but equally of all classes, of rich and
poor, cultured and jgnorant, eak and strong,

old and young, W
men and women, that there was any prospect that it would be
achieved. arose t

(¢The national party !

Then the national party o earry it out by
methods. It probably took that name hecause its aim
i uetion and distribution.

was to mnationalize the functions of prod
Tndeed, it could 1o d any other name, for its pur-
pose was to T€ tion with a grandeur and
completeness never hefore conceived, not as an association of
men for certain merely political fuctions affecting their happiness
only remotely and superficially, but as a family, a vital uniom,
a common life, a mighty heaven-touching trce whose leaves aré
ite people, fed from its veins, and feeding it in turn. The most
patriotic of all possible parties, it sought to justify patriotism
and raise it from an jnetinct to @ i evotion, by making
the native land truly 2 father land, a father who kept the people
alive and was not merely an idol for which they were expected

to die.”’
"

e e R
Ity of accounting for the course of the anarchists
on any other theory than that they were subsidized by the capitalists, but,
at the same time, there is no doubt that the theory is wholly arroneous.
cartainly was mnot peld at the time by any one though it may seem S0
abvious in the rotroupoet.

s S R e e S

+1 fully admit the difficul
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at ll;he game time are so happy, js that, in regard to their work
as well as men’s, we follow the principle of providing every one
dapted to. Women

the kind of occupation he or she is best a
and further disqualified indus-

CHAPTER XX
The pe : ek peing inferior in strength to men, .
stron, 1p rsonality of Edith L trially in gpecial wWays, the kinds of occupation reserved for them,
gly ever since I had eete had naturally i and the conditions under which they pursue them, have reference
come, in so urally irmpressed me to these facts. The heavier sorts of work are everywhere reserved

inm
ate of her father’s house strange a m ) 3
| anner, to be an for men, the lighter occupations for women. Under no cireum-
llow any employment not

her charmi
ng ; d I w: :
possib g quality migh vas curious t : .
ibly a result of ahc{Tattiobe Peculiar to hel_:glfknuw how far =  gtances is a woman permitted to fo
ns in th self, and how far i perfectly adapted, both as to kind and degree of labour, to her
the hours of women’s work are considerably
nt vaeations are granted,

whi :
hich might have take e social positi
e Sition of women sex, Moreover,
more freque

tunity that d
R when al ; . na: .
“t}n in that direction?ne with Dr. Leete, T tﬁi};{dmg an oppor- | ghorter than those of men’s,
Buppose,’” T ; ed the conver. | and the most careful provision ;g made for rest when needed.
{ The men of this day s well appreciate that they owe to the
£ women the chicf zest of their lives and their

relieved of the said, ‘‘that
Siplia bur Women
thi cultivation of tgi’fr Oi housework, haggwadays having been I beauty and grace o
So far as we charms and graces 0 employment but main incentive to effort, that they permit them to work at all
g R only because it is gally understood that a certain regular require-
ment of labour, of 2 sort adapted to their powers, 18 well for
jod of maximum physical vigour.

should consj
ider th coneerned,’’ <
your fo at they a Ay replied g |
ch"“.Pati?z,s };ft ﬁxpressi(,g: i?ptl{e; a;d Ehei"' “’RY?]T'O Iﬁiite’ "o o body and mind, during the per
spirit to cons Fou may be very confined themselve one of We believe that the magnificent health which distinguishes our
return for orn:;te tto be mere benesgilgf they have (]L'LiteS toto that S8 women from those of your day, who seem to have been so gene
if;'o.[tn l;;,:f“SeWOrk }I;e;’;% lt-t']I]'hey did, ing‘:‘:&s OfI society, eve[; I::c: rally sickly, is owing largely to0 the fact that all alike are fur-
itse : se we e 7 | : s HS itleges = L

i b:;ﬂ;ﬁals0 wasteful, iit t‘;aﬂ not only eng;}gOthnlr riddansa 00 1115(]‘16(1 with healthful’ ,aud E:{;spglthmtg t:}):,cupa\, ion e
e of ofiperative plan; e extreme, of e nally wearing I understood you, I gaid, *‘that 1he women workers belong

work only that the: but they aceept nergy, as compared | to the army of sndustry; but how can they be under the same

‘epted relief from that ' Sdstem 0£ I'{lﬂl(il;g and disciplilng_ wit‘?? ,t,he men, when the eon-
ttions of their labour are go different

ey might ¢ i

more a - contribute in

a8 our gél‘li{"tblae;e ways to theoz}:;;l;n‘;‘nd more iy ; -

result i nly wh 2 membe . 10n weal. ey are under an entirely

serve ilﬁdilsiiia}lﬁou w”’-‘zen, :f DnI'Ll:t:Fnﬂl ﬂutierss c?gi;hihmduﬂtrial Leete, ‘‘and constitute rather an allied force than an ilntegl.'a;

who hav, Y, some fiv, ime or anp em, The part of the army of the men. neral-in-chie
roy we no children fill geutoihte% or fifteen t;:;r of their lives, and are under exclusively feminine regime. This general, as also the

vice on (:nman. does not, then i “11 term,’? 8, while those higher officers, is chosen by the hody of women who have passed

s T, _necessaril the time of service, In correspondence with +he manner in which

the chiefs of the masculine army and the President of the nation

ge?’’ T queried. ¥ leave the industrial
ia. ; e :
e are clected. The general of the women'’s army sits in the cabinet
asures respecting women’s

effectual, g

; 88 wel

Our women, as E.'véllsi
different discipline,’’ replied Dr.

army, and leave it %

:INU more th
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i arri .replied th
(t'l;: ,1110“" you know e:n(;vomey, have l'loe h%m’t“r' ‘““Why on of the President and has a veto on me ing
uss. o7t 3 a husband is not uselceeping resp BTl worlk, pending appeals to Congress. 1 should have said, in speak-
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defects of your society. The passional attraction between men
and women has too often Prevented a perception of the profoungd
differences which make the members of each sex in many things
strange to the other, and capable of sympathy only with their
own. It is in giving full play to the ‘differences of gex rather

enhanced. In your day there was no career for women except in
an unnatural rivalry with men,

: We have given them a world of
their own, with ifs emulations, ambitions, and careers, and 1
assure you they are very bappy in it. It seems to ug that women
were more than any other class the vietimg of your civilization,
There is something which, even at this distance of time, pene-
trates one with pathos in the spectacle of their ennuied, unde-
veloped lives, stunted at marriage, their narrow horizon, bounded

so often, physically, by the four walls of home, and morally by
a petty circle of personal

interests. 1 speak now, not of the
poorer classes, who were generally worked to death, but also of
the well-to-do and rich. From the great 80TTOWS, as well as the
petty frets of lif

e, they had no refuge in the breezy outdoor
ffairs, nor any inter

ests save those of the family,
e would have softened men’s braing or driven
them mad. . All that is changed to-day. No woman is heard
nowadays Wwishing she were g man, nor parents desiring boy
rather than girl children, Our girls are as full of ambition for
their careers as our hoys. Marriage, when it comes, does mot
mean incarceration for them, nor does it separate them in any
way from the larger interests of society, the bustling 1ife of the
world. Only when maternity fills a woman ’s mind with new inte-
resés cioea she withdraw from the world for a time, Afterwards
and at any time, turn to her place .
rades, nor need she ever lose touch with 1t)ham. am&fm‘?graggma
very happy race nowadays, as compared with what they ever were
before in the world’s history, and their power of piving
ness to men has heen of course increased in Proporti

‘I should imagine it impossible,’’ T gaiq. ¢« i v

which gi(;-ls ta(li]_s&a t‘m tfheir careers gag memlfl;rs Egatthgheingzrtsi]r?;;
army and candidates for its distinctions m:
deter them from marriage.’’ L rean effect 1o

Dr. Leete gmiled.

world of human a
Such an existenc

‘“Have no anxiety on that 4
he replied. ‘‘The Creator took very ggod care th:tctorw?l,xal,vt[;'ezvgii;e;

modifications the dispositions of men and : :

time take on, their attraction for each otherv:?l];l;ﬁi ;]:E:F B
stant. The mere fact that in an age like yours, whep the s;? co?_
for existence must have left people little time for other th ughgte
and the future was so uncertain, that to assume parenta] g;lg .
eibilities must have often seemed like a eriminal risk, therg Waa?‘?m
then marrying and giving in marriage, shoulq baleonclusiva ::;l
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that
r authors says
for love nowadays, one czlf ‘ggmen i abseilﬁ:
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g0 necessarily W;tf ot,he children ’?ho are i
ture : .
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g with the nation
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nearly ever
¥y member :
dence upon others as g;atshm o position of gallin
e very means of life t%]ePErsonal depon.
4 PoOr upon th,
o

I'iGh, or em
Ployed u
parents. pon empl Ay
s. Instead of distribluﬁfé%tﬁwomen upon ‘men, shilagh
G 0 n upon

to its memb whi
$e5, wrkioh. would seeme product of the nation dire tl.
w etly

method, it w ;
) ould actually appear ThTT}e most natural and ghyi
5 1oug

to devisin
\VIRing 3 plan of ) ;
maximum of personal h ha3lfi't?‘hand distributi &lven your minds
‘‘As regards th al humiliation to all clag 10m, 1nvolving the
which then was gsfflpendcuee of women ses of recipients
marriages of lov al, of course 1l upon me §
WSiritod. e ma se natural Tt ¢
is}}]nnted!women s faI[:VOf,EGH have made it i:‘tt%actmn in case o,
Wtjizére ‘that’ then, must Iit Iﬁust always h3‘7;1(1}:*$b‘18’ though for

omen, wit 1t have been i mained humili
themselves to’ ith or with n in the i ¢ humiliat-
selves fo men t out the fo innumerabl

callous as th o get their livi tm of marri e cases
hey were t living? Ev riage, had to sel
gseem to have h 0 most of the revolts ven your conte sell
B e o0 ien the volting aspect mporaties
s sti - £ thi *ts of their society.
lot of ti:m _\WE“J still only for ni s was not gni society,
: women. Tt did nos pity’s sake iuite as it shoul
Eioggtl as cruelty vtvh?nd 1ot occur to tieﬂiaihther deplored Ehg
their s of the world a dmen seized for ¢l at it was robbery
r share,”? 1 and left women to bl':‘rl:)’lsel\iegg the whilh
8 anc “’heed]e fOl‘

n for support,

i
I suppose, T sai
8a
‘;\;;men eannr;t haég’ ft;’;t so entire a chan 3
Jyays the social relation i, flace: mithout affestin. Lo iond
resting study for meSUOf the sexes Ta}'miCtln,r:] in marked
G l will be a very
i ¥

“The cha
SARTE Vo i
1&:}2;11 th%nk’ they leln:gxl'lel Ofbserve,,, said Dr. I,
wh.racterlzes those relati Tankness and mi eetf‘:', “Owill chiefly
ich seems to have m ons, as compared restraint which now
i the case of s o8 Tour ith the artificiality
ing but lov ; rfect equal 5 e. The s <
dent for s e. In your time s, suitors t exes now
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chiefly an;l;[]i)po“ on men mad ¢t that w er for
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from contem ¥ marriage vie woman j were depen-
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namely, that th med to carry they em of elahorat e more
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E . Skl wis Pt oo benefited. To keep
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a man before he had hat a woman shoul ered more Bhncj];- seem
getially havé in o indicated a desire d betray a fond we.
written for no "the;}r ‘libraries books bto marry her, ‘ﬁesa #or
E&iﬂr da“}* coneeiv,ibll):rl(”?ﬂo than to d’isc{;”s Bat‘*;lthorg of youl:)’,'w‘e
redit to her ircumstances e questio s
exquisitely absursex’ reveal an u ; @ woman mi n whether
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b e e
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cumstances, the problem might have 2 gerious side. When for a
her love to a man was in effect to jnvite him
that pride

woman o profier

+o assume the purden of her support, it is eagy to see

and delicacy might well have checked the promptings of the heart.
Mr. West, you must be pre-

When you g0 out into ovr society,
pared to be often cross—questioned on this point by pur young
h interested in this aspeet of old-

people, who are naturally mue
fashioned manners.”’

<« And so the oirls of the twen

(+1f they choose,”’ replied Dr. T.eete. ‘‘There is no more pre-
tence of 2 concealment of feeling on their part than on the part
of their lovers. Coquetry would be as much despised in a girl
ag in a man. Affected coldness, whieh in your day rarely
deceived a lover, would deceive him wholly nOW, for no ont

thinks of practising At

¢¢Qne result which must follow from the independence of women
T can see for myself,’” I gaid. ¢‘There can pe no marriages MoOW
except those of jnelination.”’

«¢That is a matter of eourse,

¢¢Think of a world ;n which there ar
pure love! Ah me, Dr. Leete, how far you aré
to understand what an astonishing phenomenon su
soems to a man of the mineteenth century!’’

«¢1 can, however, to some extent, jmagine it,’’ replied the
doctor. ‘¢But the faet you celebrate, that there are nothing hut
love matches, means even more, perhaps,
first realize. It means that for the first time in human history
the principle of sexual selection, with its tendency %o preserve
and transmit the better types of the race, and let the inferior
types drop out, has unhindered operation. The necessities of
poverty, the needs of having a home, no longer tempt women to
accept as the fathers of their children men whom they neither

rank mo longer divert atten-

¢an love nor respect. Wealth and ran r
tion from personal qualities. The gifts of persow, mind, and

disposition; peauty, wit, eloquence, kindness, generosity, geniality,
courage, are sure of transmission to posterity. Every generation
is sifted through & little finer mesh than t

he last. The attributes
that human nature admires are p:-eserved, those that repel it are
left behind. There are, of course, i

tieth century tell their love?’’

1 replied Dr. Teete.

¢ nothing but matches of
from being able
¢h a world

a great many women who with
love must mingle admiration, and ceek to wed greatly, but these
for to wed greatly nmow is mot

not the less obey the same law, N
to marry men of fortune oT title, but those who have risen above

their fellows by the solidity or brilliance of their services TO
humanity. These form nowadays the only aristocracy with which
alliance is distinetion.

i¢You were gpeaking,
superiority of our peopl

of the physical

a day or two ago,
i Perhaps more

e to your contemporaries.
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CHAPTER XXVL

track of the

cusable for losing
Indeed, if T

ces excused me.
of reckoning time had been
w counted in lots of five,
14 have been in no WAy
en of the twen-

erson Were ever ex
ek, the circumstan
that the method

and the days were no
I shou

y heard and se

I think if 2 P
days of the we
had been told

wholly changed
ten, of fiftcen inatead of seven,

gurprised after what 1 had alread

tieth century. The first time that any inquiry as to the days

of the week occurred to me was the morning following the con-
At the breskfast table

versation related in the last chapter.
Dr. Leete asked me if T would care to hear a sermon.

T it Sunday, then?’’ T exclaimed.
¢(Yeg,’’ he replied. ‘‘Tt was On Triday, you see, when we made
the lucky discovery of the buried chamber to which we owe
day morning, soon

your society this morning. It was on Satur
1 first awoke, and Sunday afternoon when

after midnight, that yo

you awoke the gecond time with faculties fully regained.’’
#¢8p you still have Sundays and germons,’’ I said. ¢¢We had

, ho foretold that long before this time the world would

| have dispensed with both. I am very curious to know how the

| ecclesiastical systems fit in with the rest of your social arrange-

ments. 1 suppose you have 2 sort of mational church with official

»y
seemed greatly

clergymen.
Dr. Leete laughed, and Mrs. Leete and Edith
amused,
Tdith said, ‘‘what odd people you must
tablish-

¢(Why, Mr. West,”’
th national religious es

think us! You were quite done wi
ments in the mnineteenth century, and did you fancy we had
gone back to them?®’’

an unofficial clerical pro-

can voluntary churches and
fession be reconciled with national owners
977 T answered.

the industrial service required of all men
aturally changed

«empe religious practices of the people have 1 :
17 replied Dr. Leete; ‘‘but supposing

considerably in a century,

them to have remained unchanged, our social system would accom-
modate them perfectly. The nation suppli number
of persons with buildings on guarantee of the rent, and they
remain tenants while they pay st. As for the clergyman, if a
number of persons wish the services of an individual for any
particular end of their own, apart from the genera.l service of

¢‘But how r
hip of all buildings, and

E
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the nation, they can always secure it, with that individual’

8 owp
consent, of course, just as we secure the service of our editory,
by contributing from their credit-cards an indemnity to the natigy
for the loss of his service

s in general industry. This indemnity
paid to the mation for the individual answers to the salary in
your day paid to the individual himself; and the various applfes.
tions of this principle leave private initiative full play in gal]
details to which national eontrol is not applicable. Now, as tg
hearing a sermon to-day, if you wish to do so, Yyou can either go
to a church to hear it or stay at home.’’

““How am I to hear it if T stay at home?’’

‘“Bimply by accompanying us to the music room
hour and selecting an easy chair. There are some who still prefer
to hear sermons in church but most of our preaching, like our
musical performances, is not in publie, but delivered in accous-
tically prepared chambers, econnected by wire with snbseribers’
houses. If you prefer to go to a church T shall he glad to accom-
pany you, but I really don’t believe you are likely to hear any-
where a better discourse than you will at home. = T see by the
paper that Mr. Barton is to preach this morning, and he preaches
only by telephone, and to audiences often reaching 150,000.’’
_““The novelty of the experience of hearing a sermon under such
circumstances would incline me to he one of Mr. Barton’s hearers,
if for no other reason,’’ T said.

An hour or two later, as T sat readin

at the proper

g in the library, Edith |
came for me, and I followed her to the

) music room, where Dr.
ing., We had not more than seated our-
he tinkle of a bell was heard, and a few
of a man, at the piteh of ordinary con-
with the effect of proceeding from an
oom. This was what the voice said:-—

MR. BARTON’S SERMON.

‘“We have had among us, during the past week, a eritic from
the mineteenth century, a living representative of the epoch of
our great grandparents, Tt would be strange if a fact so extra-

ary had not somew i

and Mrs. Leete were wait
selves comfortably when t
moments after the voice
versation, addressed us,
invisible person in the r

ordin

the society of a century ago, and figure to ourselves what it must
bave been like to live then.

; d In inviting you now to consider
certain reflections upon this subject which have oceurred to me,
I presume that T shan rather follow than divert the course of
your own thoughts,’’ .

Edith whispered something to her father at this point, to which
. he nodded assent anq turned to me,
“Mr. West,”’ he said, Edith su

ggests that you may find it
slightly embarrassing to listen to %

a discourse on the Jlineg Mr.
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when we fa ne
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might almost be e}i(ra.cle‘!’ Nevertheless, when digy critically, we
something like a mm examine this neeﬂ_m‘g] pmﬂ g{s not necessary
wonder, and begin {0 "N Lok less a miracle. wholesale destrue-
find it no Prodigzﬂ new 'pirth of humanity, 01;1 am account for the
sl o g n'mk(ed and survival of the dgoc;;,-.:ious explanation in
tion of the ¥ e e finds its simple an on humen nature, It
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atient endurance of indignity, brutish associations from infaney,

the loss of all the innocence of childhood, the grace of woman-
e mind it meant the death

hood, the digmity of manhood; for th
of ignorance, the torpor of all those faculties which distinguish
us from brutes, the reduction of life to a round of bodily func-

tions.
¢¢Ah, my friends, if guch a fate as this were offered you and
your children as the only alternative of success in the accumu-
lation of wealth, how long do you fancy would you be in sinking
to the moral level of your ancestors!
«tgome two or three centuries ago an act of barbarity was
committed in India, which, though the pumber of lives destroyed
was but a few score, was attended by such peculiar horrors that
its memory ia likely to be perpetual. A number of English
prisoners were shut up in a room containing not enough air to
supply one-tenth of their number. The unfortunates were gallant
men, devoted comrades in service, but, as the agomies of suffoca-
tion began to take hold on them, they forgot all else, and became
involved in a hideous struggle, each one for himself, and against
all others, to force a way 1o one of the small apertures of the
prison at which alone it was possible to get a breath of air. Tt
was a struggle in which men became beasts, and the recital of
its horrors by the few survivors so shoeked our forefathers that
for a century later we find it a stock reference in their literature
as a typical illustration of the extreme possibilities of human
misery, as shocking in its moral as in its physical aspect. They
could scarcely have anticipated that to us the Black Hole of Cal-
cutta, with its press of maddened men tearing and trampling one
another in the struggle to win a place at the breathing holes,
would seem a striking type of the society of their age. Tt
lacked something of being a complete type, however, for in the
‘aleutta Black Hole there was no tender woman, no little chil-
dren and old men and women, DO eripples. They were at least

all men, strong to bear, who suffered.

«cWhen we reflect that the ancient order of which I have been
speaking was prevalent up to the end of the nineteenth century,
while to us the new order which succeeded it alveady seems
antique, even our parents having known no other, we cannot fail
to be astounded at the suddenness with which a transition so
profound beyond all previous experience of the race must have
been effected. Some observation of the state of men’s minds
during the last quarter of the nineteenth century will, however,
in great measure, dissipate this astonishment., Though general
intelligence in the modern sense could not be said to exist in
any community at that time, yet, as compared with previous gene-
rations, the one then on the stage was intelligent. The inevit-
able cousequence of even his comparative degree of intelligence
had been a perception of the evils of society, such as had never
before been general. It is quite true that these evils had been
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of its intolerable abuses had become general, is as
well established as any fact in history cam be. Just here you,
will find the explanation of the profound pessimism of the
literature of the last quarter of the nineteenth century, the note
of melancholy in its poetry, and the cynicism of its humour.
¢iFeeling that the condition of the race was unendurable, they
had no clear hope of anything better. They helieved that the
evolution of humanity had resulted in leading it into a cul de sar,
and that there was no way of getting forward. The frame of
men’s minds at this time is strikingly illustrated by treatises
which have come down to us, and may éven mow be consulted in
our libraries by the curious, in which laborious argyments are
pursued to prove that despite the evil plight of men, life was still,
by some slight preponderance of considerations, probably better
worth living than leaving. Despising themselves, they despised
their Creator. There was a general decay of religions belief.
Pale and watery gleams, from ekies thickly veiled by doubt and
dread, alone lighted up the chaos of earth. That men should
doubt Him whose breath is in their nostrils, or dread the hands
that moulded them, seems fto us indeed a pitiable insanity; but
we must remember that children who are brave by day have some-
times foolish fears at might. The dawn has come since then. It
is very easy to believe in the fatherhood of God in the twentieth

century.
«tBriefly, as must needs be in a dis
have adverted to some of the causes which had prepared men'’s

minds for the change from the old to the new order, as well as
some causes of the conservatism of despair which for a while held
it back after the time was ripe. To wonder at the rapidity with
which the change was completed after its possibility was first
entertained is to forget the intoxicating effect of hope upon minds
long accustomed to despair. The sunburst, after so long and dark
a night, must meeds have bad a dazzling effect. Trom the
moment men allowed themselves to believe that humanity after
all had not been meant for a dwarf, that its squat stature was
not the measure of its possible growth, but that it stood upon the
verge of an avatar of limitless development, the reaction must
needs have been overwhelming. Tt is evident that nothing was
able to stand against the enthusiasm which the new faith inspn‘gd.
«Here, at last, men must have felt, was a cause c_ol'npared with
which the grandest of historic causes had been __tnv:a.l. It was
doubtless because it could have commanded millions of martyrs,
that none were needed. The change of a dynasty in a petty king-
dom of the old world often cost more lives than did the revolution
which set the feet of the human race at last in the right way.

¢« Doubtless it ill beseems me to whom the boon of life in our
resplendent age has been vouchsafed to wish his destiny other, a.I.ld
yet 1 have often thought that T would fain exchange my share in
this serene and golden day for & place in that stormy epoch of

a conviction

course of this character, I



136 LOOKING BACKEWARD

transition, when heroes burst th
revealed to the kindling gaze of

a hopeless race, in place of the
blank wall that had closed its path, a vista of progreas whose end,

for very excess of light, still dazzles us.
say that to have lived then, when the
lever to whese touch the centuries tre
share even in this era of fruition?
““¥You know the story of that last,
of revolutions. In the time of one ge
social traditions and practices of barb

e barred gate of the future and

Ah, my friends! who will
weakest influence wag a
mbled, was not worth a

greatest, and most bloodless
neration men laid aside the

arians, and assumed a social
order worthy of rational and human

datory in their habits,
fraternity, ht once,
shall T eat and drin
as a problem beginnin
and an endless one,
the individu
and drink, a
vanished.

But when once it

nd wherewithal shall we he

‘replace poverty, but the last vesti
man disappeared from earth.

scotched, at last was killed. T
doled out by men to women, h
poor, was distributed from
the father’s table. Tt was impossible fo
use his fellow-men as tools fo
ouly sort of gain he could t
Was§ 1no more either arrogance
beings to one another.

ge of

hefore God. The

inct motives when
to all and immoderate

There were no more Y
without an occupation.
obgolete in a world whe

disarmed of power to
dream of liberty, equal
at last was realized,

self-seeking foun

d themselves out of joint
that the conditio

ns of life for the first time

beings.

they became co-workers, and found in
the science of wealth

k, and wherewithal sha,
g and ending in gel

and employer than not alone

Human slavery, so of
he means of suhsistence no 1

¥y employer to employed, by rich to
a4 common stock ag

r his own profit,
heneefo_rth make

possessions made impossi
eggars nor almoners,

injure one another, Umanity’s ancient
ity, fraternity, mocked . n

generous, the just
at a disadvantage by the

Possession of th
e new society the cold-hearted, the oy

Ceasing to be pre-

and happiness.. ‘What
Il T be clothed?’ stated
f, had been an anxious

was conceived, not from
al, but the fraternal standpoint, ‘What shall we eat

clothed?’—ita difficultios

did plenty
the serfdom of man to
ten vainly
onger

among children at
4 man any longer to
His esteem was the

b

relations of human
For the first time Bince

fear
abund

by 8o many ages,

, the tender-hearted

with the world, Now
ceased to Operate ag a

r

137
LOOKING BACEWARD

iti man nature,
ocess to develop the Tmilfq;l: h;f:mfrfa;;:l selfishness

forcing Ppr £ hich had heretofo

m w

i for
1fishness, it was
but placed upon unse an nature
was not only ’emf’;ﬁé to seo what UT!Pewe]’;t-'eg 1{:1511 previously
the first timé POL, depraved tendencies, lw 12 an extent, mow
really was hkg' obscured the hetter to so :;g the nobler quali-
Ty BTETOVIL. A0S fungi in the open air, d cynies into pane-
withered like eeh;é'an loxuriance which ;;11‘11“:1613( iz:npted mankind
h or
t time in human his . what the
sisty, and for 2 tinelt. _ Hoon g o | have
to fall in love of the o 3 lities is good,
D hilosophers AT sential qualitl
divines and P ture in its essentl tructure are
5 human natu intention and str
believed, that by their natural in thetie, not arro-
not bag; that men bj itiful, not cruel; sympa g aonlsex ol
genorous, not selisly, B rons, instinct with fised, ot the traves-
gant; godlixe mlf-sg.criﬁcea images of God in t pressure, through
tenderness and ?‘jl ov had seemed. The nons_tifm W%.ich might have
ties upon EHim ®1o% T " of conditions of llt'?a.ll alter the natural
o i ge?:raﬁad not been able tfé‘?seg 1csnc:’cr: removed, like a
e 1tiomn
perverted ang stock, and these con 1 uprightness.
nobility of the ne back to its norma lot me
it had sprung 1 of a parable, let
bent tree, it ha in the nutshell o ted in a
hole matter in L3 a rosebush. plante
¢Tp put the who! lden time to . jasmatic fogs
compare humanity in U0 CL water, e st Innumerable
swamp, watered Eﬂ:d with poison dews at ;1 lfo make it bloom,
2 e rdeners had done their geswith a worm at the
generations of ga asional half-opened bu Many, indeed, claimed
but beyond an r(;cchad been unsuceessful. oxions shrub, fit only
i th?bu %ﬁv(:va: no rosebush mil o Eﬁtnirré for the most tP%“'d’
the bus . The ga % i ut ha
t];a‘;)c uproo?ihm;ihgu{;:% beloﬂgegd i th:eéfsg ia{);mtlgé l;ake of
1 a ! hers, even con ‘ ondition.
1 philosophers, € enerally sickly ¢
gome eminent mgraacc{,u_nted for its g
coming out, an

intained that the stock was
a few, indeed, Who m‘““tm“dbog. and that under
There were '

in the do
trouble was 1n i expected to 5
good enough, that ?t;itions ‘the plant might alz'ilenex?sj and being
more favoutrajclllllfsec%arso“ were n}clit rgg;l:!:ldg day dreamers, Were,
Bu theoris urge
T as mere Moreover, urg
condemned by th:tla;ﬁgemgarded by the pigsgl.ted the buds from
for the most Pﬂl “tmint about it, which _1)1 do better elsewhere,
gome ineradieab et the bush might possib ybu ds to try to bloom
. argumerzzﬁ‘eﬂirs;.luable discipline fl-?gr f;li'eollrable conditions. Thr?i
it was a m it would be under mo indeed be very rare, an
in a bog than 1 ded in opening might lnr sented far more moral
uds that succee tless, but they repre p arden.
Ehe ﬂow;rs pﬁletﬁ-:;? ;cﬁl bloo’med spo“tan:‘):;g,;;;hzrf had their
effort than and the mora hole course
«¢The regular ga;i;?:;smoted in the bog, '::gnﬂ;af vaOrcing mix-
way. The t;u?e:l'z on. Continually new varl
of treatmen i



138 ; LOOKING BACKWARD

tures were applied to the roots, and more re
numbered, each declared by its advocates the
able preparation, were used to kill the vermin ang remove the
mildew. This went on g very long time, Occasionally someong
claimed to observe a slight improvement in the appearance of
the bush, but there were quite as many who declared that it did
not look so well as it used to. On the whole there could not be
said to be any marked change, Finally, during a period of genera
as to the prospects of the bush where it was, the
i i gain mooted, and this time found
favour. ‘Let us try it,’

was the general voice. ‘Perhaps it may
thrive better elsewhere, and here it is certainly doubtful if it

be worth cultivating longer.” So it came about that the rose-
bush of humanity was transplanted, and set in Sweet, warm, dry
earth, where the sun bathed it, the stars wooed it, and the south
wind caressed it. Then it appeared that it was indeed a rose-
bush. The vermin and the mildew disappeared, and the bush was
covered with most beautiful red roses, whose fragrance filled the
world.

‘1t is a pledge of the destiny
bas set in our hearts an infinite
by which our past attainments s

cipes than could be
best and only suit-

appointed for us that the Creator
standard of achievement, judged

eem always insignificant, and the
goal never nearer. Had our forefathers conceived a state of
society in which men should live together like brethren dwelling
in unity, without strifes or envying, violence or overreaching, an
where, at the price of 2 degre

; r e of labour not greater than health
demands, in their chogen occupations, they should be wholly freed

from care for the morrow, and left with no more concern for
their livelihood than trees which are watereq by unfailing streams
—had they conceived such a condition, T say, it would have seemed
to them nothing less than paradise.

to th thi They would have confounded
it with their idea of heaven, nor dreamed that there could possibly

lie further beyond anything to be desired or striven for,

‘“But how is it with ug Who stand on this height which they
gazed up to? Already we have well-nigh forgotten, 8xcept when
it is especially called to our minds by some occasion like the pre-

walk. Tt is a great event, from the child*
he first walks. Perhaps he fancies that there can he little heyond
that achievement, but a year later he hag forgotten that he could

ot
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CHAPTER XXVII,

I never could tell just why, but Sunday aftern
old life had been a time when

choly, when the colour una
of life, and everything ap
hours, which in general we

oon during my
I was peculiarly subject to melan-
ccountably faded out of all the aspects
peared pathetically uninteresting. The
re wont to bear me easily on their wings,
lost the power of flight, and towards the close of the day, droop-
ing quite to earth, had fairly to be dragged along by main
strength. Perhaps it was partly owing to the established associa-
tion of ideas that, despite the utter change in my circumstances,
I fell into a state of pro

found depression on the afternoon of
this my first Sunday in the twentieth century.

It was not, however, on the present occasion a depression with-
out specific cause, and mere vague melancholy T have spoken of,
but a sentiment suggested and certainly quite justified by my
position. The sermon of Mr. Barton, with its constant 1mpli-
cation of the vast moral 2ap between the century to which I
belonged and that in which found myself, had had an effect
strongly to accentuate my sense of loneliness in it, Congiderately
and philosophically as he had spoken, his words could scarcely
have failed to leave upon my mind a strong impression of the
mingled pity, curiosity, and aversion which I, as a representative
of an abhorred epoch, must excite in all around me.

The extraordinary kindness with which I had been treated by
Dr. Leete and his family, and es

: pecially the goodness of Edith,
had hitherto prevented my fully realizing that their real senti.
ment toward me must necessarily be that of the whole generation
to which they belonged. The recognition of this, ag regarded Dr.
Leete and his amiable wife, however painful, T might have
endured, but the conviction that Edith must share their feeling
was more than I could bear. ;
The erushing effect with w
80 obvious came to me ¢
perhaps the reader has

hich this belated perception of a fact
pened my eyes fully to something which

already suspected,—TI loved Edith.
My hosts evid

ently saw that I was depre ed i iri
did their best to divert mae, R L

i Edith especially, T coulg see, was
distressed for me, but, according to the usual Perversity of lovers,
having once been s0 mad ag to dream of receiving something more
from her, there was no longer any virtue for me in & kindness
that T knew was only sympathy.

Toward nightfall, after secluding myself in my room most of
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The day
1k about. h .

: arden to Wa still air.
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to find a

about me 1} For
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rly one hundred 3 d the graves 0 15 weight, and

re, an g weight,
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1y alive.
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:th stood in the full of sympat
I looked ({}p.c mfdslfcgliigly: but with eyes
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id: ¢“but we
: § ou,’? she BalC; mised to
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t¢You are goo

: ly, sweet
t is pity BHEEG
AppOSe t to know that I ca
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8a10, ity only.
pity, but pity

some
ation do, but as i sea
own "
ou as other me - ?i: ?;k];roteSQ“e'
seem to ¥ heing, mpassion despl to almost
strange uncanny touches your O pwere so kind, as in time
whose forlﬁrméei:ean so foolish, YOU 5% faney I m]eghtso' as to
g Ay Loy eds in this age, ot
Ifl-::;et that this mgsta:ewe used to Bayllike the other men g::ey
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you. But Ml;. g:: gulf betwet!al’l, u;e”:xdaimed, fa.irl%‘f:f I‘ilges he
is, how great 1 sermon!’’ 8 hear it.
in her sympathy,
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know of
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as not to see why they
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up. pPer than eve
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had ,best;edlblc as it Wa: en?“gh, for it t
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eside myself: ,,10113 even

e cried,

“It is T wh
nk besid
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touch i
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me again f?l].gc't what T wa, ]t‘out 50 but a weelk{ g
aPOIO : ill you kno 8 saying soon, bhut T
de, that I ha to me very o Who T am, g JOU bt
you know d been over humbly for th; After that must not
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. When she had ¢opg |

. tragic story of the suppose
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¢ with you at first sight,

o fall in lov
jace could do other-

nothing less than my duty ¥
feeling in my P

and that no girl of proper

wise.”’
As may be supposed, 1 would have been quite content to waive
explanations, put Edith Wwas resolute that there should be 1O
had been vindicated from all suspicion of
ain to

more kisses until she
precipitancy in the pestowal of her aff

follow the lovely enigma in

mother Was, ghe blushingly whispered

ran away, leaving us together.
1t then gppeared that, strange as my experience had been, I
wag now first to know what was perhaps the gtrangest feature.
From Mrs. Leete T learned that Tdith was the great-granddaug‘hter
of no other than my lost love, Bdith Bartlett. After mourning for
me fourteen years ghe had made 2 marviage of esteer and left
a son who had been DMrs. Tecte’s father. Mrs. Leete had never

when her

seen her grandmother, put had heard much of her, and, :
¢ Edith. This fact might

daughter was Lorn, gave her the name 0%

have tended to inerease the interest which the girl took, a8 she

grew up, in all that concerned her ancestress, and especially the
the lover, whose Wi e she

was expected to be, in the conflagratl It was a
tale well calculated to touch the gympathy of a ron}antw girl,
and the fact thal the blood of the unfortunate heroine was in
her own veins aaturally heightened Edith’s interest 10 it. A por-
trait of Edith Bartlett and qome of her papers, ywludmg a packet
of my own letters, were among the family heirlooms. The pie-
ture r0presented a very beautiful young woman 2 out.whoz_n it
i y romantic things.

was easy to imagine all manner of temder 9.1\51 ntid 1
My letters gave Rdith some materi forming 2 distinet idea
of my personality, and both together sufficed to make the sad
old story very Ted ghe used fo tell her parents, h.a.]f
jestingly, that shi 411 she found & lover like

Julian West, and there were pone such nowadays- | 1
Now all this, the day-dreaming of a girl

whoge mind had never peen taken up bY fair of her 0WX,
and would have had no nee but for the diseovery

that morning 0 th | e
i identity of its inmate.

at first there was not, ©

circumstaneelsl!, . ‘hought, 88

5 there been 1O oug = 0

Even had rs. Leete saici che believed that this event
5 ‘tieal and life-long man-

m resuscita:';;fon,t g R
would have afiec ed her daughter ! : g
ner. The presumption of some subtle ordering of destiny, involv-
jng her fate with mine, would under all circumstances have pos-
gessed an jrresistible fascination for almost any woman.
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life a few hou
from the first seemed to turn to pegzl?:rte:lgggégﬂ
d to d mpan h 5
quick in giving her love at the first si 2 oh wian AAEN .
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remember that tjhis, after all,” wa.
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interview with him ti later. He waa,nnt
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» 8pparently, wholl
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S0 poignantly the |

gest, but the most forty.
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take her by both hands " lons
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Mr. West, I should say

intance; but

rather short acquall o
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lips the positivel ]
- -l y last kiss, when she said, with an indescribahl
8 able
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CHAPTER XXVIIT.

«iTt’s a little after the time you told me to wake you, sir. You
did not come out of it as quick as commion, AL

The voice was the voice of my man Sawyer. I started bolt
upright in bed and stared round. I was in my underground cham-
ber. The mellow light of the lamp which always burned in the
room when I occupied it illumined the familiar walls and fur-
nishings, By my bedside, with the glass of sherry in his hand
which Dr. Pillsbury preseribed on first arousing from a mesmerie
sleep, by way of awakening the torpid physical functions, stood
Sawyer.

«¢Better take this right off, gir,’’ he said, as 1 stared blankly
at him. ¢‘You look kind of flushed like, sir, and you need it.”’

T tossed off the liquor and began to realize what had happened
to me. It was, of course, Very plain. All that about the twen-
tieth century had been a dream. I had but dreamed of that
enlightened and care-free race of men and their ingeniously simple
institutions, of the glorious new Boston with its domes and pin-
nacles, its gardens and fountains, and its universal reign of com-
fort. The amiable family which I had learned to know so well,
my genial host and Mentor, Dr. Leete, his wife, and their daugh-
ter, the second and more beauteous Edith, my betrothed,—these,
too, had been but figments of a vision.

For a considerable time I remained in the attitude in which
this conviction had come over me, sitting up in bed gazing at
vacancy, absorbed in recalling the scenes and incidents of my
fantastic experience. Sawyer, alarmed at my looks, was mean-
while anxiously inquiring what was the matter with me. Roused
at length by his importunities to a recognition of my gurround-
ings, I pulled myself together with an effort and assured the
faithful fellow that 1 was all right. ««T have had an extra-
ordinary dream, that’s all, Sawyer,”” 1 said, ‘‘a most-ex-traor-
dinary-dream.’’

I dressed in a mechanical way, feeling light-headed and oddly
uncertain of myself, and sat down_to the coffee and rolls which
Sawyer was in the habit of providing for my refreshment before
T left the house. The morning newspaper lay by the plate. 1
took it up, and my eye fell on the date, May 31, 1887. T had
known, of course, from the moment T opened my eyes that my
Jong and detailed experience in another century had been a dream,
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and yet it was startli i

that the world B e Soneluxiyal

down to sleep. wae but a few hours older than w{eie?ol?:rlrﬁgﬂ
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B e & e of omy . Probablll G-
ol s robability th
the unemplo o 1. in case of war—Gr Sty - GHRLIN
L yed in London. T ~—Great sufferin '
e & b wad . They demand work. M g an0nt
Bten. T ade. The authorities uneasy.— Monster demon-
Shocking factseing:g RS areparing . fo y.relfrr;gat i
R Sibes VT gard to the employment of S outhreaks,
# olesale evictions in Ireland . of girls in Belgian

‘“Home Affairs T e
— ]19 e ld .
ment of half —The epidemic of fraud unch
g 1y exegufiﬂmnolfpli? ‘f"fﬂ"_Miﬂapprco;fil;?én rie fl
thefts by a bank ‘ 8 left pennil rug
teller; $50 ess.——Clever syst
to advance the pri ’ ,000 gone.—Th ystem of
e ok price of coal and ~—The coal barons decid
engineering a great and reduce producti q 10
f heat JPproduction.—3 sculator
up the price of c EW corner at Chicago.—A cli P ators
. L ligue f b
B . poue lendgmbs of Feiters aenill
WA Bvatomat; of shocking corrupti estern syndi-
. Bystematic brib ruption amongt :
to go on at New ribery.—The trial gt Chicago
York.—L i 8 of the Boodle ald
of a business crisi - arge failures of husi o aldermen
A woman murgzlsls‘._A large grist of b iness houses. Fears
d in cold urglaries and 1 2
A householder s;e cold blood for he arcenies.—
: t b ; r money at New H
shoots himself i ot by a burglar in this city 1 Vew Haven.—
large famil in Worcester because h y last night.—A man
rge tamily left destitut e could not get
mit suicide rather ute.—An aged couple i gat work, A
than o ouple in New Je
amon, the go to the POOl'-hou _pig - .Tsey com-
growﬁl of Yl‘ﬁ)i);le?;cwage'wol'kcrs in the B;;ealt)ltl?{;]?le destitution
W”ted--DecorationyD in Massachusetts.—More cities—Btartling
the moral grandeu ay addresses. Professor B insane asylums
r of nineteenth century civilirz?tv'n Bjojl'atmn L2
’ ion.

It was indeed
the nineteenth
century to which
1 had awaked;
b

there could b

A e no kind of

cosm this su of doubt about that

last mmary of the day’s news had p;esle?t:&’mplete micro-
, even to that

unmistakable t
after such touch of fatuous self-
chronicle ofﬂwtz‘;:‘_’l"‘én“%g indictment of the ca?;;pﬁ"ce““? Coming

of eynicism Worth-w'de bloodshed, greed, and t s that one day’s

B ., " Méphistophelos, and yet yranily, was a bit

ceived the cynicis orning T was, perhaps, the onl al whose eyes

it no more than thm’ and but yesterday I shoulﬂyhone who per-

made all the ditﬁe: others, That strange dream it ave perceived

‘surroundings after e&c':e. For T know not how lon was which had
- vivid dream-world. i is, and was again in fanec g, I forgot my
, in that glorious city, with it hn;,?al:% fin that

simple
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comfort and its gorgeous public palaces. Around me were again
faces unmarred by arrogance Or gervility, by envy or greed, by
anxious care or fovarigh ambition, and stately forms of men and

n fear of a fellow man or depended

on his favour, but always, in the words of that sermon which still
rang in my e2ars, had ¢‘stood up straight beiore God.”’

With a profound sigh and a sense of jrreparable loss, not the
less poignant that it was a loss of what had mever really been, 1
roused at last from my reverie, and soon after left the house.

A dozen times between my door and Washington Street I had
to stop and pull myself together, such POwWer had been in that
vigion of the Boston of the future to make the real Boston strange.
The squalor and malodorousness of the town struck me, from the
moment I stood upon the street, as facts 1 had never before

had seemed quite 2 matter

observed. But yesterday, moreover, it
low-citizens should wear gilks, and

of course that some of my fellow-
other rage, that some ghould lodk well fed, and others hungry.
Now on the contrary the glaring disparities in the dress and con-
dition of the men and womexn who brushed each other on the
sidewalks shocked me at every step, and yet more the entire
indifference Wwhich the prosperous showed to the plight of the
unfortunate. Were these human beings, who could behold the
wretchedness of their fellows without s0 much as a change of

countenance? And yet, all the while, I knew well that it was
contemporaries. T had dreamed

I who had changed, and not My v :
of a city whose people fared all alike as children of one family
keepers in all things.
Another feature of the real Boston, which aagumed the extra-
ordinary effect of strangeness that marks familiar things seen
in a new light, was the prevalence of advertising. There had

! n the Boston of the fwentieth een-

been mo personal advertising i
tury, because there was N0 need of any, pbut here the walls gf
the broadsides of the newspapers in

the buildings, the windows, les © 18V S]
every hand, the very pavements, everything 11 fact in sight, save
the sky, were covered with the appeals of 1nd1v151ual_s who sought,
under innumerable pretexts, to attract the .contrlbutmns of others
to their support. However the wording might vary, the tenor of

all these appeals Was the same:—
«¢Help John Jones. Never mind the rest. They are frauds.

e, am the right one. Buy of me. Employ me. Visit
i,lgohﬁeg:;e,’ John J ongs. Look at me. Make no mistake, John
Jones is the man Tet the rest starve, but for
God’s sake remember John Jones!

Whether the pathos or the moral repulsiveness of the gpectacle
most impressed me, S0 guddenly become & gtranger in my own
city, T knoW not. Wretched men, 1 was moved to ery, who
bgca’.use they will not learn to be helpers of one another, are
doomed O be beggars O from the least to the

and were one another’s

£ one another
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greatest!  This horrible babe

mutual depreciation, this stunn}ngfclsat;:iﬁ-hss ¢
appeals, and adjurations, this stupendous o
gary, what was it all but the necessity of o
opportunity to serve the world accord}{nw ta hi
being secured to every man as th e
tion, had to be fought for!

I reached Washington Street at the

stood and laughed aloud, to th
S il » e scandal of
R bava helped 41, wich st & et b
gside, up and dgow Oththe interminable rows of stmregumm-WM
1 e tl]lle e street as far as I could see o either
% sfone’s throw. d spectacle more utterly Pmposter,nuLCOTe'S (')f
stores! stores! ’mi‘f:tcg o8 =uling the Same sort of gODdSB, ‘;;nthm
the goods needed b ch- stores, ten thousand stores to dist o
supplied with all tl{' S S Whih thomy dream hlsdnbute
ordered through one o a single warehouse, as fha ki
without waste of timgreat store in every quarter where theybwere
is?g}rzme“t in Whate:el? rIiIIfJ;) (E:ar’rlﬁo?n% g i 011;3 roof theewol:-{;’r;
ribution had been so sligh U . nere the lehoi s
fraction to the cost fs 1ght as to add but a searcel o
b tion: o : of commodities to the use g .perceptlble
G v TP it
half and more, to ihhand]mg alone, added a fourth . :}li}?utmn
B s s those ten thousand "pls g
glatoons P éalesm;nreﬁféirﬂ%gg ts}.ltaﬂ.’s of superi;utené)ezgéﬂ ?1111;?;
ers, and business de lousand sets of account t job-
themsely dependents, with all puntani iy
the pa ﬁg’;‘ﬂﬂ% ]fag;;h{:u:% one another, angllﬁtiesgﬁﬁgulg:es:lvertltsmg
s i amous process for heggaring a l.iair.rilggf o
their business on gus hmen I saw about me, or ohi?d i
who did not uch a plan? Could they be r ren, wtt
see the folly which ¥ be reasoning beings,

ready for use , When th S
\ , Wastes s iy e product is made and
people eat with a Bpo?mmi(l:l};,toﬁ it in getting jt to the user? nIf

bowl and lip, are they not likely eaks half its contents between

I had pas ly to go hungry?
before an%, \?iiivet;u?ﬂlgh Washington Streeﬁ ‘thousand i
my curiosity concer he ways of those who sold m‘an] s of times
way before, ¢ roning them was as if T had ne erchandise, but
the stores, filled ok wondering note of the sho ver gone by their
artistic dévica tWIth goods arranged with 5 w;.l mindows of 41§
looking in, and th attract the eye. 1 saw th f.},th of pains and
Bt T ant witty proprietors eagerly watchin g of ladier
ing for buisnes; in and noted the hawk-eyed Eo @ eftect of thE
task of inducin, overlooking the clerks, keepin ;’;‘Walker wateh-
they hed it, for ¢ the customers to buy, buy, buy. for s " their
; for credit if they had it not, to gﬁ buy, for money if

not
» more than they wanted, what they cou{i“:::;t they wanted

tim
es T momentarily lost the clue and was con

elf-assertion ay
onflicting bo::t!tl:
fp of_brazen heg.
uet§ in which the
1 & gifts, inst i
e first object of social urgegﬁi;}-

busiest point, and there |

afford. At
fused by the sight.

|
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Why this effort to induce people to buyf Surely that had nothing
to do with the legitimate business of distributing products to
those who mneeded them. Surely it was the gheerest waste to
forece upon people what they did not want, but what might be
useful to another. The'nation was so much the poorer for every
guch achievement. What were these clerks thinking of? Then
I would remember that they were not acting as distributors like
those in the store I had visited in the dream Boston. They were
not serving the public interest, but their immediate personal
interest, and it was nothing to them what the ultimate effect ol
their course on the general prosperity might be, hut they increased
their own hoard, for these goods were their own, and the more
they sold and the more they got for them, the greater their gain.
The more wasteful the people were, the more articles they did
not want which they could be induced to buy, the better for these
gellers, To encourage prodigality was the express aim of the
ten thousand stores of Boston.

Nor were these storekeepers and clerks a whit worse men than
any others in Boston. They must earn a living and support their
families, and how were they to find a trade to do it by which
they did mot necessitate placing their individual interests before
those of others and that of all? They could not he asked to
starve while they waited for am order of things such as T had
seen in my dream, in which the interest of each and that of all
were identical. But, God in heaven! what wonder, under such
a system as this abont me—what wonder that the ecity was S0
shabby, and the people so meanly dressed, and so many of them

ragged and hungry!

Some time after this it was that I drifted over into South
Boston and found myself among the manufacturing establish-
ments. I had been in this quarter of the ¢ity a hundred times
before, just as I had been on Washington Street, but here, as

well as there, 1 now first perceived the true significance of what
I witnessed. he fact that, b

Tormerly 1 had taken pride in t
actual count, Boston had some four thousand 1lgdqundent manu-
facturing establishments; hut in this very mult_xpl{ut_y and inde-
pendence I recognized now the secret of the insignificant total
product of their industry. . /

1f Washington Street had been like a lane in B_edlam this was

a spectacle muech more melancholy, as production is a more vital
function than distribution. For not only were these fonr thousand
establishments not working in coneert, and _for that reason alone
operating at prodigious disadvantage, but, as if this did not involve
o sufficiently disastrous loss of PpoOWer, they were using their
[ frustrate one another’s effort, praying by night

tmost skill to :
:nr; :mrking by day for the destruction of one another’s euter-

prises.
The roar and
every side was no

rattle of wheels and hammers resounding from
t the hum of a peaceful indusfry, but the clangor

»
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of swords wielded by foemen.
many forts, each under its own
and shops about it, and its sapp

Within each one of these f
industry was insisted on;
single central authority.
work were permitted. Each had his

By what hiatus in th
of reasoning,

Is and shops were g
flag, its guns trained on the milly
ers busy below, undermining them,
orts the strictest organization of

gangs worked under 3
no duplicating of
sk, and none were
by what lost link
the failure to recognize the neges.
neiple to the organization of the
to see that if lack of
it must have effects as much
stries of the nation at large
more complex in the relatign-

the separate
_No interference

e logical faculty,
account, then, for

sity of applying the same pri
national industries as a whole,
could impair the efficiency of a
more disastrous in disabling th
as the latter are vaster in volume and
ship of their parts,

People would be
there wera mneither
divisions nor army co
than the corporal’
and all the corpo
army were the

prompt enough to ridicule an arm

companies, battalicns,
'PS,—no unit of organization,
§ squad, with no officer higher th
rals equal in authority.
manufacturing ind
an army of four thousand i
d independent cor

in fact, larger
an a corporal,
And yet just such an
ustries of nineteenth century
ndependent squads led by four
porals, each with a seperate plan of

Enots of idle men w
gome idle because the
because they could no

ere to be seen here and t
¥ could find no
t get what they
I accosted some of the latter,
It was very little comfor
sorry for you,”’ T said.
wonder to me is, not tha
are do not pay you livin
You any wages at all.’’
Making my way back again after this to the peninsular city,
d on State Street, staring, as if T had
brokers’ offices, and
d been in the State
, confidential clerks,
of the banks, for it
Opposite me was
¥ I crossed the street,

here on every side,
work at any priee, others
thought a fair price,

and they told me their griev-
t I could give them,
et little enough, certainly, and
t industries conducted as these
g wages, but that they are able to pay

toward three o’clock I stoo
never seen them hefore, at
other financial institutions,
Street of my vision no vest
and errand boys were thro
wanted hut a few minutes
the bank where T dig busin
and, going in with the crow
on at the army of clerks
depositors at the tellers’
knew, a director of the bank
templative attitude,
‘‘Interesting sight, isn
piece of mechanism g

the banks and the
of which there ha
ige. Business men
nging in and out
of the closing hou
ess, and presentl
, stood in a re

handling money, and the cues of

An old gentleman whom I
me and ohserving my con-
stopped a moment.

't it, Mr. West?’’ he said.

find it so myself. T like sometimes to
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vou are doing. It’s Eﬁoamﬁv:;’
3 ink Xy .
i i id you ever think, A
t T call it. Did Bl his
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ive labour to manageenémﬂv debauching 1in tut.imle as the “‘root
migblin}?r?i, itift?ﬁeg it% deseription, from ancien 3

whie ad jus y

we ith 1 ! He had
L o r old bank director with tlg p‘;’:;ing- Lt
Alas for the pO§bmg of an abscess for g {:nechanism" b
B e lled ‘‘a wonderful piece OF o o clumsy
i Whatt dhe 'Zz teO remedy an unnecessary :
imperfect devi ]
:?utlzr}lzp of a self-made eripple.

had closed I W
After the banks hour or two, & : est merely in
business hﬂ“ﬁriecrhef;zfaghe Common, ﬁﬁld‘l:gnﬁnhgtf; studying the
one of the be assed, such as | v had my
atching the trongs (13 DS, Sineo yestrdey bad my
populace of 2a Ode fbeir ways become to glei;o have never noted
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had lived among ©rom @ ous were their %aceaied Bt T
isfire S0 dmwf?n:d acute faces of th?temliwht be so, for I saw
the poor, the T8 jonorant, And well it o % that each as he
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now, as NeVEr W atch the whispers o ever ho vl O
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% or serve ill come to poverty nece
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stand and look on at it just as

an i bout the
dered aimlessly abou

o. and later sat a while on
2

r servant, or that
go much may not he the gervant ofuyggl. bread.”,
that your sf]; will not have to sell hem.e. d in my hand,
your daughte ing by thrust an advertising card in my
: man pass

of life insurance,
; b set forth the merits of some new eslidib. 05
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:‘?;igisqciden; reminded me of the on]
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Protectionezfo;lriic:;d' hunte(}i) AliErme Iz:g;]g“ 33351]118(1’ e
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clad brutalized children filled the air with shrieks and curses as
they fought and tumbled among the garbage that littered the
court-yards.

There was nothing in all this that was new to me. Often had
] passed through this part of the city and witnessed its sights
with feelings of disgust mingled with a certain philosophical
wonder at the extremities mortals will endure and still cling to
life. But not alone as regarded the economical follies of this age,
but equally as touched its moral abominations, scales had fallen
from my eyes since that vision of another century. No more did
T look upon the woeful dwellers in this Inferno with a callous
curiosity as creatures scarcely human. I saw in them my brothers
and sisters, my parents, my children, flesh of my flesh, blood of
my blood. The festering mass of human wretehedness about me
offended not now my senses merely, but pierced my heart like a .
knife, so that I could not repress gighs and groans. I not only
saw but felt in my body all that I saw.

Presently, too, as 1 observed the wretched beings about me more
closely, I perceived that they were all quite dead. Their bodies
were so many living sepulchres. On each brutal brow was plainly
written the hic jacet of a soul dead within.

As I looked, horror struck, from one death’s head to another,
I was affected by a singular hallucination. Like a wavering
translucent spirit face superimposed upon each of these brutish
masks I saw the ideal, the possible face that would have been
the actual if mind and soul had lived. It was not till T was
aware of these ghostly faces, and of the reproach that could
not be gainsaid which was in their eyes, that the full piteousness
of the ruin that had been wrought was revealed to me. T was
moved with contrition as with a strong agony, for I had been
one of those who had endured that these things should be. 1
had been ome of those who, well knowing that there wers, had
not desired to hear or be compelled to_thmk muech of them, but
had gone on a8 if they were not, seeking my own pleasure and
profit. Therefore now I found upon my garments the blood of
this great multitude of strangled souls of my brothers. The voice
of their blood cried out against me from the ground. Every stone
of the reeking pavements, every brick of the pestilential rookeries,

found a tongue and called after me as T fled: What hast thou
done with thy brother Abel?

I have no clear recollection of anything after this till T found
myself gtanding on the carved stone steps of the magnificent home
of my betrothed in Commonwealth Avenue. Amid the tumult of
my thoughts that day, I had scarcely once thought of her, but
now obeying some unconscious impulse my feet had found the
familiar Way to her door. I was told that the family were at
dinner, but word was sent out that T should jnin them at table.
Besides the famil I found several guests present, all known to
me. The table glittered with plate and costly china. The ladies
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Wwere sumptuously dressed and wore the Jewels of
Scene wag one of costly elegance and lavigh luxury,

was in excellent spirits, and there wags plentiful Ia
running fire of jests,

To me it wag as if, wandering through the place of doom, my
blood turned to tears by the sight, and my Spirit attuned to gor.
row, pity, and despair, T had happened in some glade upon a merry

I sat in silence until Edith began to rally
me upon my gombre looks, What ailed me? The others Presently

Jjoined in the playful assault, and I became 2 target for quips ang
Jjests. Where had T been, and what hag I seen to make such a
dull fellow of met

““I have been in Golgotha,’’
Humanity hanging on g Cross!
the sun and stars look down on

queens. The
The company
ughter ang 5

at last T answered, ¢ have seen
Do none of you know what sights
in this eity, that You can think
and talk of anything else? Do you not know that close to your
doors a great multitude of men and Women, flesh of your flesh,
live lives that are one agony from birth to death? Listen! their
dwellings are so near that if you hush Your laughter you will hear
their grievous voices, the piteoug erying of the little ones that
suckle poverty, the hoarse curses of men sodden in misery, turned
half-way back to brutes, the chaffering of an army of women sell-
ing themgelves for bread, With what have you stopped your ears
that you do not hear these doleful soundg?’ For me, I ‘can hear
nothing else.??

Silence followed my words. A passion of pity had shaken me
as I spoke, but when I looked around upon the company, 1 saw
that, far from being stirred as T was, their faceg expressed a cold
and hard astonishment, mingled in Edith ’s with extreme mortifica-
tion, in her father’s with anger. The ladies were exchanging scan-
dalized looks, while one of the gentlemen had put up his eye-glass,
and was studying me with an air of scientifie euriosity, When I
saw that things which were to me gp intolerahle moved them not
at all, that words that melted m

I ¥ heart to speak had only offended
them with the speaker, T wag at first stunpog and then overcome
with a desperate sickness and faintness at the heart. ‘What hope
was there for the wretched, for the world, if thoughtful men and

¥ things like thege! Then 1
bethought myself that it must pe because T had not spoken arfi!;ht.

No doubt T haq put the case badly., They were an 4
Fhﬂul};!tﬂll w}:lm berating them, whep God knew I w%,gyn?:retﬁisihﬁﬁl?-
ing o @ horror of the fact without any att Lt si

respousibility for it, g, Ry et

I restrained my passion, and tried tq speak calmly g i y
that 1 might correct this ,impression. T told them fhatl;ldI I}(:E(Jimnltl)':‘-
meant to accuse them, ag if they, or the rich ip general, ware
reésponsible for the misery of the world, True indeed it was’s that

the superfluity which they wasted would, otherwige bestowed,
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These costly viands, these rich

’ . resented

: listening jewels rep the
. abrics and g . t without

wines, these gorgeous 1ifves. They were vegl_lgk;‘:;} with famine.

e rnsom fOfth?sZnywhc waste in a land stri

guiltiness ©

i d, would

ich, were it saved, )

aste of all the riech, b v

Nevertheless, au’;? atheh:vmre ol ?lf :vh:n:vr;;am e va

B s o o "‘dy that even if the ric oxt S L
el mzj}lmie would be but a (lzommon

: i ve.
;:getzgrgosv;eet then by brotherly lo

The folly of men, not their hard-hea

) rerty. It yas me iserable, but a

world’s pover e so mise ;

g 3? fclt;:; of men, that madﬁlozggl r:zrld—dar]<en1ﬂg blunder
0L amn a ¢

: labour of men
o ghaaty mcilsttt?;inel, how four-fifths oihzhfack of organiza-
e, Showpi by the mutual Warfa’?’nq to make the matter
ol B orfn the workers. Sﬁe-& Jands where the soil
ity concer? e od the case of ari f the watercourses
yiaiich e m g of I i usetroies it was counted
n
yielded the meanIs showe : t 3 th?t&it?f
the lrnﬁat.ilﬁ(;%.fﬂ't“t furistist, 48 this fers
t]?e mo;as R mride t 0 t;.rqudividuals of
Tunls, = rwise the rstematized, and 1ndl . v
SRR ulated and eyst to dam it or divert it, o
g e reigvere not perrmt-ted 0
i rice Y05 e
their mere Eat,I:) tamper with 1t.. o s e et straa:;
in any way n, I explained, Tt wet ot i)
The labour Ofd;ﬂ‘l'gd’ earth ha:blt;b::.be MR g Syﬂtsllﬁ
which alone Tén 4 its use require i aAvamtnes i SEa
oended © W r from any system
f:‘,]];?:]iﬂ expended evgr{n ‘Z:I;)Endance. Bui; :lt‘;‘; fﬁe prastaba Aie
g Eu%p;?;ticez Evetrg' l:g:armotives of sa.;fing hi)s 1?3;1'1
b ianed, ani ted only by e, that his might sell the be -
lehe poiling hi aighhort sty 1ds were flooded
he Wl:nd poﬂmg‘ h“l“f‘fﬁat with Bpiteu?:n:mf:r Ao <L
crop with greed and hed, and half el
Wllalat others were parg though a few by tshlen?eat e i
whltee, Tn such a lanof Juxury, the lot Uf)'tteer gwivs,nt i
w‘_*;hf, win thedm??ﬁe B s Lznorant, bikts
43 and o ik
Temine i function it had
2?3'1 {ut 0 R T dthtehe ucourse of the
Let but thed flig-iﬂata for the ('Ollllnlflltli %&;gom e souens B
Cing stn Betipanmiy i deseribed the
?';g!g"i"’g Stlliaméh?ﬁren e ecy. Lk ghmflia] 1{alevatinn which
s:nd none U_f-lt-s mental enlightenment, an Wnilth gy o5
l"hY"iEﬂl feh(-;lttjt;,nd the lives of all lmﬂél. bl e i
gl “mnw‘ world, blessed with plen g;’ld orifidd by SRS g
e oy rly kindness, the w e
o ed by brotherly . iy e A
sw:eéilelamed', but which might so
bu

relieve much bitter suffering.

rtedness, was the great
t the crime of man, nor

mamapee A ADYSY T VYt "'\Ndishaiis
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I had expected now surely the faces around me to light up with
emotions akin to mine, they grew ever more dark, angry, and
secornful. Instead of enthusiasm, the ladies showed only aversion
and dread, while the men interrupted me with shouts of reproba-
tion and contempt. ‘‘Madman!’’ ‘‘Pestilent fellow!’’
““Fanatic!’’ ‘‘Enemy of society!’’ were some of their ecries,
and the one who had before taken his eye-glass to me exclaimed,
‘“He says we are to have no more poor. Ha! ha!’’

‘“Put the fellow out!’’ exclaimed the father of my betrothed,
and at the signal the men sprang from their chairs and advaneced
upon me,

It seemed to me that my heart would burst with the anguish
of finding that what was to me so plain and so all-important was
to them meaningless, and that I was powerless to make it other,
8o hot had been my heart that I had thought to melt an iceberg
with its glow, only to find at last the overmastering chill seizing
my own vitals. It was not enmity that I felt toward them as
they thronged me, but pity only, for them and for the world,

Although despairing, T could not give over. Still T strove with
!;hem: Tears poured from my eyes. In my vehemence I hecame
inarticulate. I panted, I sobbed, I groaned, and immediately after-
wards found myself sitting upright in bed in my room in Dr.
Leete’s house, and the morning sun shining through the open
window into my eyes. I was gasping. The tears were streaming
down my face, and I quivered in every nerve, ¥

As with an escaped convict who dreams that he has been re
= 3 ‘a .
tured and brought back to his dark and reeking dungeon ;npd
opens his eyes to sce the heaven’s vault spread above him ,so it
:Fas vl?t(}ln ;)ne, aghl léealized that my return to the nineteent’h cen-
ury had been the dream, and my presence in th i :
tury was the reality. ; ik 3R, Sen

The eruel sights which I had witnessed in wmyv vis;
g Y vision, and could
80 well confirm from@the experience of my former life, though
they had, alas! once been, and must in the retrospect to the end
of time move the compassionate to tears, were, God be thanked
::rever ghm:ie l};“ é;ontg aFg'O oppressor and oppressed, prophet and
orner, had been dust. For generations, rich
forgott;n words. g Ve

But in that moment, while yet I mused with ung

€88 upon the greatness of the world’s sa]vatior?e:rl;?bjfyth:ﬁrg-
lege in beholding it, there suddenly pierced me like a lknife a
pang of shame, remorse, and wondering self-reproach, that bowed
my head upon my breast and made me wigh the grave had hig
me with my fellows from the sun. For T had heen a man of that
former time. What had 1 done to help on the deliverance whereat
I now presumed to rejoice! T who had lived in those crnel
insensate days, what had I done to bring them to an end? 7| had

: g!»
. .

- o

.the window, Edith, fresh as the mo
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i indi f my brothers,

every whit ag indifferent to the wretchedness o b
E:ecnynical{y ineredulous of better things, as besotted a worshlpper_
of Chaos and Old Nick, as any of my fellows. So far as l;n}
ersonal influence went, it had been exerted rather to hinder than
Eo help forward the enfranchisement of the race which was B\:BIﬁ
then preparing.  What right had I to hail a salvation wling h
reproached me, to rejoice in a day whose dawning Ihhad mocked?
i ithin me rang,
¢¢Better for you, better for you,’’ a voice within me L
”halgethei; egil ~c'trea";l,m been the reality, anfiﬁt(liugl fair }:ﬁlﬂtﬁh:

i umani

dream; better your part pleading for erucifie et
d ti than here, drinking of wells you digg A
:ﬁﬁiﬁlel-.gti%legne;% lgli,es whose husbandmen you stoned;’” and my

spirit answered, ‘‘Better truly.’’

When at length I raised my bowed head and looked forth from

rning, had come into the

i d to descend to

d was gathering flowers. I _hastena
ﬁz:de%{r?gleling befgore her,owith my lfai:e 1};1 thte;1 dlﬁ;té ];i:or{;ieat;ei%
] i v eathe s
with tears how little was my‘wort o br ' Lk v
and how infinitely less to wear upo ¥ :
izldsgns(f;::;{é flower. Fortunate is he who, with a case so

desperate as mine, finds a judge so mereiful.

THE END.
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