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FOREWORD

1 believe that the time has arrived for @
complete exposure of the Communist Party.
Here is the evidence. It is essentially a factual
account of how the Communist Party is under-
mining the Australian nation. It explains how

it is controlled. Its General Staff. Its penetra- Eiy

tion of the unions. Its sinister influence over
the Curtin Government. Its duplicity during

the present war. Its wealth. Its tricks and
manouevres. The Trojan Horse tactic. Its
organisation and its overseas bosses.

Pellow Australians, read the evidence
carefully. Then make up your own minds how
you are going lo meet the threal of Communist
conquest. It must be met. Complete exposure
is the surest antidote. That is\ the primary
purpose of this volume. 3 i

T Do LANG
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VCHAPTER 13
A MENACE TO AUSTRALIA..

The chief menace to the Australian way
of life is the Communist Party. That menace
can no longer be dismissed as a political bogey
to be trotted out at election time. -~

The Communist Party of Australia is
to-day a highly organised political machine,
with apparently unlimited financial resources
and mounting political power. o

Its strategy has been one of infiltration
into the industrial and political Labor Move-
ment. It has thrived on the weakness of the
Official Labor Party. It has exploited tk
passion of the Curtin Government for t
~ policy of appeasement. S

The Communist Party has a cl
objective. That is to seize power in At

Everything is subordinated to
jective. If party principles stand in 1
then those principles must go. :
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and spirit. It stood for the vigor, the vitalit;
of our nation. Tt stood for our fierce pride in
our own achievements. It stood for our
initiative and our independence. et
Labor fought for the Australian way of .
life. It fought for White Australia. It fought
for an adequate home defence against external
aggression. It fought for a rising standard of
living, and the right of every Australian to &
decent home and security in old age and
sickness. '
These things are foreign to the Communist
Party. The Communist Party owes its prim-
ary allegiance to an overseas international
organisation. Its local branch has no real
say in formulating the policy of its parent
body. i
If the rights of Australia conflict with
the interest of its international controllers,
then Australian interests must go.
~ While the Labor Party was prepared to
fight for its principles, then the Communist
Party hadn’t the remotest chance of getting &
foot-hold in Australia. T
But during the past ten years, the Labor
Party in Australia has been torn by internal
digsension. B
Labor was in power during the critical
years of the Depression. Asin other countries,
the government of the day was blamed for
the depression. For example, the Republi
Government of the United States led |
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~ Herbert Hoover went out of office in 1932, and

were in the United States, the Labor Partv j
: a rt
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It is in such a period, that loyalty to -
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wide open for the Communist Party to drive
a wedge into its ranks.

The Communists probed the weakness of
the Official Labor Party. They exploited its
unwillingness to fight.

Communism cannot be handled with kid
gloves. The tragedy of the Curtin Government
is that it believed in could purchase immunity
from the Communists.

So the Curtin Government took leading
Communists into consultation. It appointed
them to important Government positions. It
shared its political platform with them.

It was not the Communists who were
being gullible. They knew where they were
driving. They knew that they were divorcing -
the Curtin Government from the people.

Their own false assumption was that
once they disposed of the Curtin policy of
appeasement, there would be no alternative
and the workers would have to turn to Com-
munism.

In that they were mistaken. The people
who had made up the rank and file of the

‘Labor Movement were as solid in their beliefs

as ever they had been.

To them the Australian Labor Party was
more than a political organisation. It was
the rock on which they had built an Aus-
tralian way of life. They did not propose to
abandon it just because a few politicians had

11
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unable to stand up to the
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: uring the past vear, these
ave rallied hehind the samgwf?m !
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- Referendum of Aup 1518
v igust 19th, 1944
g;a,t_ Labor people have no time %
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pressure
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he Nat
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mittee with Official Labor and the Lab
Council. T
There, was proof positive of the Co
munist grip on the present Official Labor
Machine. 1t proved how casily the Curtin
Government could pass under complete Com-
munist control. S
The Australian Labor Party, under my
leadership, exposed the duplicity of the
Communist Party in advocating constitu-
tional reform for Australia when their real
objective is to destroy the Australian con-
stitution and the Australian way of life. ;
The response of the electors proved that
our warning did not go unheeded. :
Twelve months ago even the suggestion
that men like Curtin and Chifley could be
dominated by the Communist Party in a
political campaign would have been dismissed
as fantastic. i
But during the Referendum, there wa
the spectacle of even such -an avowed anti-
Communist as Minister for Information
(alwell, sharing the platform with Miss Bella
Weiner, a member of the Communist Party
a native of Poland. T
(‘ommunists elbowed their way into
important Referendum gathering. I
McKell and Attorney-General Evatt st
the platform with them in the Domain a
the Sydney Town Hall. g
So the Curtin Government, and
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COMMUNISM IN AUSTRALIA

~ Official Labor Party, instead of taking the -.I
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showed that they were prepared to employ the
Goebbel’s technique to regiment public opin-
ion by Government propaganda and use
Government funds for that purpose.

All these things have played into the
hands of the Communist Party. A

Three years ago the Communist Party
was little more than an underground skeleton.
Tt was still skulking in its hide-outs away from
the danger of seizure as an illegal organisation.

To-day it is in a position where it not
only consorts with the Government of this
country, but even dictates to it.

It is because the Communist Party is a
danger to the future of Australia, that I
believe a complete exposure of its treachery
is imperative. To understand the present
position of the Communist Party in the
political structure of Australia it is necessary
to understand its background, its plan ' of
attack and its General Staff. That is the
primary purpose of this volume.
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ORIGINS OF COMMUNISM

reagons. That is an old manoeuvre
Communism itself. iee
: Communism was first expounded
(lerman philosophers Karl Marx and Fri
Engels, both born in Prussia, n the ©
munist Manifesto ” of 1848. - e
The purpose of the * Communist Mani-
festo » was to provide a scientific programme
of revolutionary Socialism. It was intended
to deal with conditions operating in Central
Furope as the result of the Industrial Revolu-
tion. B
a8 The Communist Party at that time was
Party of Australia is a || principally a German organisation. Signific-
unist nternationa],be@&} antly enough, the first sentence of the Mani-
Third International or festo read : A spectre is haunting Kurope—
8 the spectre of Communism . Its final words
unist Party is dire were just as pregnant with meaning for the
International Head- future : "‘ The Communists openly declare
1ot permitted to that their ends can be attained only by the

d must carry out | forcible overthrow of all existing social con-

tional o q ditions "’
nal controllers. So a German political programme was

soon to become the basis of a world-wide
movement. ' o
It was not long before the Germans
wrapped this political programme up 1
abstract jargon about idealism and mat;
jsm — using such terms as =«
materialism to bedazzle the simple
Similar methods have been
quacks and cranks from time

17
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: % many Communists to-da 3

- Hov ste to-dav h
Wk‘:; Otf I\fi‘amx, Engels or Legjn a;ve e
N ut a few slogans and a few ca hras
~ have been used to dupe the simpqul-frgglr
= The First International was establis
by Marx in 1864 and was followed by
: Second International — or Socialist %’n
- r‘?nata(%la}; 8{)‘1889. ,
- But Communism did not become fashi
able until the Bolsheviks seized pov:(go
Mﬂﬂw la in N:ovember, 1917, under the lead‘:l
of Lenin and Trotsky. TLenin concluded
pﬂl;;t}esmtfh Germany at Brest-Litovsk on
rel de;.n 1918, giving Imperialist German y
lemanded including reparations.
Then in 1920 Lenin severed relations with

e

s of Russia was
roblems in
people.

Fp—

munist Party found their way to Comintern -
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Fver since that time,
Party has been essentially a Russian Party.
Its policy has changed in accordance with
the purely nationalist needs of Russia. Indeed
throughout his written works, Lenin was
pre-occupied with the political problems of
Russia.

Communism had a very slow start in
Australia. It was not until after the Russian
Revolution that it attracted any public
attention. -

Then it obtained a few recruits from the
LW.W. and breakaways from the Socialist
Party.

One of the earliest symptoms of Com-
munist activity was the departure of J. S.
Garden, then Secretary of the Sydney Trades
and Labor Council to a Communist Congress.

At that stage the Comintern was holding
up the Russian Revolution as the model for
world revolution. Lenin was the driving
force. He visualised Moscow as the capital of
a world Socialist State.

So Moscow became
guarters of Communism. As the Arabs made
for Mecca, so the (‘ommunists headed for s
Moscow. Into the coffers of the International
went huge sums for the work of finding new -
recruits for the cause. ' F

Leading members of the Australian Com-

the Commumst 3

the spiritual head--

headquarters, to receive their instructions.
19 |
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‘&:t the Marxist-Lenin Institute an
nal group studied the tactics of i

They learnt how to foment st
to }Jnderrpine. the confidence of

- in their local political and 4
and how to prepare for civil w
the death of Lenin in January,
Stalin, General Secretary “of
Committee of the Communist P

otsky in a bitter faction fight
the machine. By playing one g 0
86 a rival group, Stalin G
_dictatorship by 1927,
h Congress of the Commui
1924, the draft programme
was produced as the basis
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Party and what it described as * reforn
trade union leaders ™. e B

“ The ultimate aim of the Communist
International is to replace world economy by
a world system of Communism. Instead ofiii
destroying innumerable human lives and
incalculable wealth in struggles between
classes and nations, mankind will devote all -
its energy to the struggle against the forces
of nature ”’ states the Programme.

What tragic irony is there in those
sentences.  Even the homeland of Communism
was to learn that it couldn’t stand aloof when
war came again, and its Allies were to be the
very capitalist nations whom the International
had denounced most bitterly. :

Defining the strategy to be employed,
the Communist International declared that =
the dictatorship of the proletariat could only
he achieved through the existence in every
country of a Communist Party, * disciplined
and centralised . ; i

Discipline means that the individual is
not oven allowed the privilege of criticising
Communist Leaders. Wy

The Programme stresses the importance
of capturing control of the trades union move-
ment, as a prelude to the revolution, wk
is the Communists’ ultimate aim :

“To work in reactionary trade unions
and skilfully to capture them, to win the ¢
fidence of the broad masses of the ind

L
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organised workers, and t ..
Kers, b, 0 remove fi
: Eﬁsits and replace the reformist leafggrlsth
n'}‘;;lortaint tasks in the preparatory pe tod
e at Igzlloglly the initial stage o
» 88 Will be shown later, the (i .
n later, the Co i
aie already approaching success in tIllllimpn'lg
p as% of their Programme "

But what comes next 7

: S next ? The C

fg;cdbgooi; 15 frank on that too. Itoﬁglst ;
i Gg)veo a direct attack on the Parliament
hment of the country, Propaganda

must become i
more rac ; / acti
g Hod. lical, Mass action musi;l

119 T ) . N
combina}’gs Mass action includes : strikes, a
L gn f?f strikes and armed demonstra:
jointly with inally the general strike con-
e ar%:)d action against the State
_ . : e later form of struggle,
}{J eme form, must be conducted
e rules of war
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that every Communist must accept, is that
he will forget that he is an Australian, an
American, or an Englishman.

The following two paragraphs are the
key to Communism. They explain why the
Communist can never be a loyal Australian.

“ In order that revolutionary work and
revolutionary action may be co-ordinated and
in order that these activities may be guided
most successfully, the international prolet-
ariat must be bound by international class
discipline, for which first of all, it is most
important to have the strictest international
discipline in the Communist ranks.

““ This international Communist discipline
must find expression in the subordination of
the partial and local interests of the movement
to its general and lasting interests and in the
strict fulfilment, by all members, of the decis-
ions passed by the leading bodies of the
Communist International .

In other words, the Australian Commun-
ist Party must take its orders from its bosses
at International Headquarters.

The decision made in Moscow is final.
The Australian Communist must accept dt
without question. That has often led to some
most embarrassing moments for the local
faithful. Moscow has reversed its policy over-
night, and the Australian Communist Party
has been slow in receiving advice. So it finds
itself momentarily out of step. It then has to

23




mble for safet International discipline
- that Internatmnal Headquarters
the leaders in charge oi the Cor
Party in each country. -
~ Preference. is invariably given to tho
have undergone a period of training
cow. There they can be watched whil
‘are being saturated in Conmimunist
gy and tactics. That is another example
osimentation. Slogans are repeated parrot
iion.  When the boss turns over in bed,
%e ‘whole party has to turn over.
In Australia, it has meant that those in
% ‘ﬂharge of the Communist Party have to be
trained to - oppose ~Australian ideals where

S An pohtles the Auétra.ha:ll Iikas tn a,rgue
tﬂ challenge and form his own judgment.

t is heresy under C sm. The
| mumst has to ithout protest
| m his Inter-

 The Raussian, th
'eﬁmge of his particu

knows nothin
tions. But he is t{:e
: he must be obeyed.
‘-mt falls over baci /2
X out instructions.
-« At the same time
in Australia also en,
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criticism and challenge. He never ha,s to run
the gauntlet of a ballot. We have se
Communists arrive from overseas one day, and
take charge of a section of the Communist
Party’s activities in this country almost the.
following day. -
In Russia if a Communist disagrees with
the ruling faction on a question of policy, he
is qmckly liquidated. In Australia if a Com-
munist disagrees with his local boss, he is
promptly expelled from the Party. There is
no appeal. It is a complete dictatorship.
These conditions are entirely foreign to
the healthy Australian outlook. There are
no Four Freedoms under Communism. There
is no freedom of religion ; freedom of speech
or expression ; freedom from fear and only
too often no freedom from want except for
the Party bosses.




CHAPTER III.

PENETRATION OF TRADES UNIONS.

The first task set the Communist Party
in Australia by the Communist International
was the capture of the trade union machinery.

Having decided that the general strike
was the first step in the direction of civil war
leading to the establishment of a minority
dictatorship under Communism, control of
the trades union machinery became essential.

In Australia this was all the ;
gary because the Labor P
the trades unions on the
membership, irrespective o
dividual members were attacl
Party or belonged to som
organisation. ‘

In charge of the Moscow ¢
international trades union ag

26
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Profintern, or better known as the R.I.L.U.—
Red International of Labor Unions.

The Profintern was managed by a central
secretariat under Solomon Lozovsky, now
known as an official spokesman on military
matters.

The problems of every country were
studied by this Secretariat, and strategy
dictated to be put into operation by the local
Communist fraction.

For example in 1930, L. Sharkey, now
President of the Communist Party in Aus-
tralia, attended the 5th Congress of the
R.I.L.U. in Moscow.

At that time the total membership of
the Communist Party in Australia was only
2,000. Yet leading members of the Party
suddenly found themselves handed fares for
a round the world trip while employed as
permanent employees of the organisation.

It was at the 1930 Conference that the
Militant Minority tactic was dictated.

The basis of that strategy was that the
Communist Party should start organisation
through the establishment of cells in every
workshop and every union.

Its basis task was to smash Labor Party
leadership in the trade unions.

Paid organisers were given the job of
selecting the unions for earliest action. In
Australia the unions regarded as the most

oOry




ENETRATIONS OF TRADES UNTONS

ble to attack were the Miner’s Feder-
on and those of the heavy industries. 3
- Sharkey brought back a letter to the local
Communist faction from the Miners’ Inter- =
national Committee of the R.LL.U. which ¢
as published in the ** Workers’ Weekly ” at ]
the time. E
 This gave detailed directions of how the 4
Communists were to smash the existing leader-
ship of the Miners’ Tederation, at that time
held by Dan Rees and Arthur Teece.
The letter proves that these international -
hosses were most painstaking in their study |
~ of conditions in the Australian coal mining
industry. e '
~ The first task was to establish a Militant t
Minority Movement. This was to be under the
direction of Bill Orr, who had studied Com-
‘munist strategy at headquarters. As Editor
organ of the Militant
IT Was foremost in
rogramme for

ppear not
vharves, in
mmunist .

Particular attention had to be paid to
the ventilation of local grievances. This was
the particular aim of the local propaganda
sheet. No detail was too small to be over-
loolked. el
But principal attention had to be paid
to the existing leadership. In the case of Rees
and Teece, both trusted and tried leaders, the
agitation centred around their alleged old age.
They were declared to be too old to do the
job. :
; The aim of this propaganda was not to
provide improved conditions for Australian
workers. Just the reverse. The primary
objective of the Communist Party at all times
is “the forcible overthrow of all existing
social conditions .

That can only be achieved, according to
Communist philosophy, by first making the
social conditions of the workers more intoler-
able. The worse off the workers, the quicker
the revolution. :

Solomon Lozovsky and Comrade Kuuisin-
en were not looking for any improvement in
the conditions of Australian workers. That is
why the Communist Party always resists a
Labor Government that proceeds to put Labor
policy into operation. A better deal for
Australian workers, they contend, will post
pone the day of the Soviet dictatorship.

Carrying out instructions from the-
fintern, the local Communist organisers pro

29
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ceeded to vilify Australian trade uniong
leaders as reformists.

~ Unfortunately, at that time many trades
unions were suffering from weak leadership,
Many' trade union secretaries had become job*
conscious. They had lost contact with their

members. In some cases the rules had been
amended so that they were no longer Democ-
ratic on control.

Noyv these officials had to contend with
a cunning enemy, directed by keen inter-
national brains.

The Communi.st cell was the beginning
of a bridge-head in a union. In the first
ingtance, the organiser was usually a paiél
employee of the Communist Central Com-
_ﬂ::ttee. He was given an unlimited amount of

erzture. His slogans were carefully pre-

pared. All references to armed revolution
~ were carefully avoided. :
ot The Cqmmunists had a favorite phrase :
= v:ilgﬁon :}5} an opiate of the masses ”’. But
- he as there b t i
B een a stronger opiate than
By ceaseless repetition of
et : j ; hrases a
glfsgaaa,s,. it ate its way into the sin?ple-minc?(:}id
- Lhese became the core of fanatics upon which

unism thrives.

fanaticism quickly” |

Ickly  became t
al asset, of the Communist E’artljlf
union officials had

Instead of large
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mass meetings, they preferred small meetings
in the Trades Hall, held at inconvenient hours.

That played right into the hands of the
Communist organisers. It meant that a small -
handful of fanatics could capture even the
biggest union. '

That was exactly what happened. The
Communist cell was expanded into a minority
movement branch, Pamphlets were prepared
to undermine the union officials. Only too
often the officials tried to appease the Com-
munists. That was fatal. Only where they
fought back, were they able to defeat the
intruders.

The Communists were not interested in
gaining better working conditions and wages
for the unions. But they were instructed to
centre their propaganda along those lines.
That is where Communism becomes sheer
hypocrisy.

To weaken the Australian trades unions,
the R.I.L.U. first had to isolate and destroy
any trade union leader, who was not prepared
to accept its international discipline. The
Second International, or Socialist Trade
Union International, with its headquarters at
Amsterdam had allowed each country to
organise itself. ~The R.LL.U. insisted on
controlling everything from the centre at
Moscow.

In 1931-32 the Australian trades union
movement passed through the crisis of the

31




ression. That was the chance for wh
Communist had been waiting. A
Australian Labor Governments found
elves attacked from both the extreme
ht and the extreme Left. On the extreme
t they were fighting High Finance. On
e extreme Left they were fighting the
imunists.
- Labor leaders were called Social
Fagcists . Communist auxiliaries were estab-
hed to carry on the fight against the:

In Germany, the Social Democratic Govl
und itself fighting Hitlerism on the |
’ ht and Communism on the

~In France, Blum and the Socialist Party
to contend with the Croix de Feu on the
eme Right, and the Communists on the

_'ng;thé\same period, my
~ New Guard on th'z
mmunists doing

President of the Sydney Labor Council, and
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In New South Wales demonstrations by
the Communists against the Labor Govern-
ment, helped the New Guard in its work of
creating the conditions leading to the con-
stitutional coup d’etat. : ‘

In both instances, the Communists were
acting in accordance with instructions from
the Comintern. ;

It was not long before the Communists
captured their first important trades union.
At the 1933 elections of the Miners’ Federa-
tion, Teece was ousted and Orr elected on the
Communist ticket. Rees died shortly after,
and Nelson, a Communist nominee, took his
place.

The next union to succumb was the Sheet
Metal Workers’ Union. Tom Wright, a
member of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party and one of its leading
activists, had gone to the Soviet Union in
1927 to study Communist policy and strategy.
On his return, he was elected to the Political
Committee—the local Politbureau—and was
assigned the job of capturing the Sheet Metal
Workers’ Union. This he did in 1936 when he
was elected Secretary, subsequently becoming
Federal President of the Union. _ L
Since then Wright has been a Viee-

trolling the Referendum Campaign.

was a member of the Joint Committee con-
These early gains of the O'Qmm -
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ovided the spring-board for w ~'
of _the Australian tra,d;h

_.!__!trra,:i:ﬂaigy. 1iow, just ten
Mirst win on the trade union f
reached the position where 'r;'
trade union machinery of

CHAPTER 1IV.
EXTENT OF UNION GAINS.

The Communists knew that if they could
capture control of the Australian trades
unions, they would fulfil three objectives,
namely : .

1. They would have access to the huge
annual income in the shape of members’
contributions, as well as accumulated funds,
for the purpose of forwarding Communism.

9. They could capture control of the
Official Labor Party, as during recent years
affiliated union membership is much greater
‘than branch membership. Through control of
the political organisation, the Communists
planned to dominate Labor Governments.

3. By controlling trade union policy, they
believed they could choose their own time
advancing to their final objective of -
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Sheet Metal Workers’' Unions. b

and an income of £500,000 annually.

EXTENT OF UNION GAINS .

With that amount of money a strong
centralised union bureaucracy has been estab-
lished. The Balmain Ironworkers, a strong
independent body on the Sydney water-front,
resisted Communist domination. They did
not resist long. :

The strong men of the central bureau-
cracy moved in, and the duly elected officials
of the Branch were ousted from their offices.
New elections were conducted under Com-
munist supervision, and Communists elected
to take charge of the Balmain Branch. o

With a combined membership at its peak
of 130,000 Thornton’s Union was Big Busi- 2
ness. But it was not big enough. -

The next step was to reach out for a
merger of ali the trades union in heavy
industry. This is known as the Metal Trades
Federation.

The aggregate membership is 250,000
members. It consists of the Amalgamated
Ironworkers and Munition Workers’ Union ;
the Amalgamated Engineers’ Union ; Aus-
tralasian Society of Engineers ; Blacksmiths,
Boilermakers, Moulders, Wire-workers and

In addition the Electrical Trades Union,
and the Federated Engine Drivers and Fire-
men’s Association have been invited to link
up with the Federation, giving it a total
membership of just on a third of a million,
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Following their broad gains on the trades
union front, the Communists have now
divided the unions into groups with each
‘sphere of influence assigned to a leading
Communist activist.

This is the next phase of Communist
policy that will emerge as a preliminary to
the establishment of a branch of the Profin-
tern to replace the A.C.T.U. the constitution
of which has never satisfied the Communists,
because it is too broad and does not lend
itself to the ways of a dictatorship.

Already the trades unions have been
divided into these groups, as follows :

Maritime Group under the leadership of
E. V. Elliott of the Seamen’s Union and J.
Healey of the Waterside Workers’ Union to
cover Seamen, Waterside Workers, Firemen
and Deckhands, Pantrymen and Stewards,
Cooks, Ships’ Painter and Dockers, Boiler-
makers, Coal-lumpers, and Ships’ Wrights.

Transport Group comprising Australian
Railways Union, Tram Employees’ Union,
Loco. Enginemen and Transport Union.
Provision is already Deing made to extend
this to air transport after the war.

Food Group to include Hotel, Club and
Restaurant Employees’ Union, Confectioners,
Food Preservers, Pastry Cooks, Bakers,
Bread Carters, Meat Employees, Milk and Ice
Carters, Sugar Workers, and Liquor Trades
Unions. :
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EXTENT OF UNION GAINS

South Wales each year submits a report to
Parliament giving the details of unions

From the Annual Report for the year

1941, tabled in Parliament on October 29,
1942, it is learned that in New South Wales
alone, the Communists already control trades
unions with a membership of 162, 789 and an
income for that year of £329, 488,
Unions that are to-day strongly under Com-
munist Party influence have an aggregate
membership of 42,696 and an income of
£49,269.

So although the Communist Party only
has a membership variously admitted by its
own leaders as between 20,000 and 40,000 it
has captured control of somewhere in the
vicinity of 500,000 Australian trades unionists -
and has access to trade union income of some-
where in the vicinity of £1,000,000 a year,

The total membership of trades unions in
New South Wales in 1941 was 326,551 and
the annual income £648, 625 with funds at
the end of the year stated at £562,333.

The largest individual union in New
South Wales is the Federated Ironworkers’
Union, New South Wales Branch with a
membership at December 31, 1941, of 29,437.
That does not include the Munition Workers’
Union, since absorbed, or the Balmain Bran

b
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Northern Miners. At the last ballot the
Communist Northern President H., Scanlon
was defeated by W. Crooks on an anti-
Communist ticket. The fight for control is
still on, and the next ballot will be critical’ :
The Northern Miners had a membership
of 9.447 in 1941 and the revenue for the year
amounted to £70,637. The Southern Miners
with a membership of 3,300 had a revenue of
£19,563 and the Western Miners with a
membership of 1,720 a revenue of £8,912.
Communist influence is strong in a
number of other large unions, including :

Members. Income.

s i
Teachers’ Federatinn .. 11348 - 0 EIRGEEE
Amalgamated Engineers 15,640 43,217
Fire Brigades .. i ik 875 2,122
Boot Trade Employees 5,096 5,875
Textile Workers 13,500 6,649
Food Preservers 4,299 5,502
Rubber Workers o = 4,053 2,601
Amalgamated Printers s 2,632 7,852
Tramway Employees Employees 5,800 14,817
Miscellaneons Workers ; 5,850 4,021
Motor Omnibus 2,691 8,075

The position in most of the above unions,
is that while the Communists are not in
control, they are able to get their policy put
into- operation. They get support on the
Labor Council, Communist rvesolutions are
passed at mass meetings and the unions ar
to use the Communist jargon “ ripe for

picking . ' .
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Education Workers’ League was affiliated to

COMMUNISM IN AUSTRALIA

the Communist International Auxiliary of the
same name. L

The advance made by the Communist
Party inside the Teachers’ Federation is one
of the best examples of Communist strategy
in actual operation. -

- It would be ludicrous to suggest that any
considerable body of teachers have sympathy .
with the objectives of the Communist Inter- :
national.

Yet their Federation openly supports Com-
munist policy. The General Secretary of the
Teachers’ Federation for 25 years, W. Ji
Hendry, was liquidated early this year be-
cause he was not a convert to Marxism. At
all events no charge was brought against him, *
and that was his only apparent point of
difference with the ruling Federation faction.

If the Communists can capture such a
conservative organisation as the Teachers’
Federation by their infiltration tactics, then
their success in other unions is readily
understood. ".

It is not that the rank and file members
of the trade unions have any sympathy with
the Communist Party. But their apathy in
union affairs is no match for Communist
fanaticism, . Y

Unions that have kept the Communists
out include the municipal employees, shop
assistants, electrical trades, liquor trades,
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idea. of capturing the A.W.U., branch by

branch.

New South Wales was the first objective.
With the absorption of the United Laborers’
Protective Society by the A.W.U., the op-
portunities for Communists to qualify for
membership were increased. In 1941 the
AW.U. had 23,348 members in New South
Wales and an annual revenue of £32,826—
well worthy of special consideration by the
Communist General Staff. :

Leader of the Communists’ rural section
is one Leo King, known as head of the Com-

munist Party Agrarian Bureau, and a Com-

munist Organiser E. Irvine, former organiser
of the Pastoral Workers’ Union.

When the New South Wales Executive of

the A.W.U. took office in June, 1944, it was
found that King, Irvine and another avowed
Communist C. G. Connors had all been elected.
They had all actively campaigned for Com-
munist Party candidates at both Federal and
State elections.

The General Secretary of the A.W.U., T.
Dougherty in a series of articles in the

“* Worker”” wanted to know how King,

Irvine, and Connors could be elected to office

in view of the pledge ? The fact was that the

Communists had captured control of the State
Branch, and the Federal Executive had the
job of removing them. -

So far as pledges went, Communists are
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union, and then rveverse the position, by
increasing very materially, the number re-
quired to form a quorum at a meeting .

So as soon as the Communists became
active in the A.W.U. one of the first amend-
ments proposed to the rules was reduction of
the quorum for general meetings from 15
members to 10 members.

So a union, of which one branch had a
membership of 23,000, could be governed by
a general meeting of 10 members. Therein is
one of the most important factors behind the
Communist conquest of the trade union
movement.

Following court proceedings, the Federal
Executive of the A.W.U. intervened and
dismissed the New South Wales Executive.
That may not be good Democracy. It is
matching Dictatorship with Dictatorship. But
at least 1t brought the Communist penetration
of the union to a temporary halt.

With the AAW.U. in the bag, the Com-
munists no doubt believed that the task of
capturing the Australian trades union move-
ment was approaching completion. Such con-
trol is not the end visualised in the Communist
Programme. 1t is only one of the means to
the ultimate objective.
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~ The Communist International havig
‘the | based its organisation (

: with iron discipline imposed q
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secret, of the training was rigid regimentation.
Independence of thinking was quickly eradic-
ated. Tactics were reduced to simple formulae.
Slogans were mass produced. International
sections were in charge of leading doctrinaires
of the Soviet. '

Most of the present leaders of the Com-
munist Party in Australia have had at least
two years of such training in Moscow. The
first lesson of the Institute is to think in terms
of the International. To be an Australian is
to be a nationalist. That is treason to the
cause.

During that period of training the recruit
is watched carefully by his instructors. His
future is planned. He hecomes a soldier of
the revolution. He must go where he is
ordered. He must learn to carry out orders.
He must steep himself in the current ideology

| of his International bosses. In return he is

placed on the permanent pay-roll.
Jan Valtin in ‘“ Out of the Night”
narrates how he spent two years as a student

| in this strange University of Communism in

1925-26.
“ The courses of the International Divis-

W jon dealt almost exclusively with aspects of
| the class war and the struggle for Communism.
! They did not aim at educating academic

scholars. Revolutionary theories were never
treated apart from actual class war experi-

@ ence. The battles of the past and present—
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4 6 Btﬁkes"' - Eer ]
.. ‘cted, t}i‘e( lr:lljift:f;mv; gsame ideas as the G-enerql Staff in Australia
" were pointed out, and or South Africa. That is why a speech by
rawn to guide the S it Barl Browder in New York reads exactly like
futuce. All lessbxlr (J]Tti inl the a speech by J. B. Miles in Sydney. :
in the Leniﬁigt {r up and _ The Communists were not seeking tub-
; st conception of 8 thumping demagogues. They were looking for
intelligent employees. These were saturated
in carefully prepared material, so that when
they graduated they could return to their
respective countries ready to put their teach-
: ing into immediate practice. :
- Eprinld _ Typical of these Communists careerists is
evolu ﬁ:;rdﬂ::ep to the seizure of p Richa;r{f Dixon, Assistant General Secretary
way out. The: one way out, it wasff of the Communist Party in Australia, and
B ' Was a special Milits] Number 3 man in the Party.
officers lectur Dixon to-day is acclaimed the “ leading
il theorist of the party’’. He is its leading
intellectual. That means that he has the best
¢ (S \larg grasp of the current doctrine.
to the ‘a a According to the Communist newspaper -
: W&I‘fa;'e in #il “Progress”, which has been devoting col-
revolutionary df umns of hero-worshipping eulogies to the
n of an In General Staff, Dixon started his career as a
messenger in the Lithgow Post Office. From
1 there he joined the railway service as a
relieving porter, and in time was assigned to
Sydney Parcels Office. R T :
In 1928, Dixon joined the Communist
Party, at that time only a miscroscopic
organisation.  In the following year, he
itel became Secretary of the Sydney Branch, :
| following H. Denford now a member of the
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g0 scientific in their organisational methods.
Their theory is that staff can be trained by
collective methods, just as farms .can be
collectivised. Analyse their writing, and it
will soon be noticed that they traverse and
re-traverse the same ground time after time.
The title may be different. The cover is
changed. But the lessons are all the same.

Number 1 man in the Communist hier-
archy, is General Secretary J. B. Miles, who
has hoen a member of the Communist Party’s
permanent staff since 1928.

Miles was an English Socialist, who had
worked as a stonemason, bricklayer, and tram
conductor, before migrating to this country.
He settled in Queensland, where he became a
member of the Socialist Party, and joined the

Communist Party in 1920. He first came into

prominence as a member of the Brisbane
Labor Council. Soon after his appointment
as organiser, he was given orders to take
charge of the Communist Party Headquarters
in Sydney.

L. L. Sharkey, now described as President
of the party, is one of the most active public-
ists and for many years, head of the local
Politbureau. When Sharkey joined the party
in 1920, there were only 300 members in
Australia. To-day there are approximately
20,000, as against 4,000 in 1940 when the
Party was declared illegal.

Sharkey was elected to the Central

55




COMMUNISM IN AUSTRALIA

Mreasurer in 1942, and this year State
Treasurer of that body, joined the Communist
Party in Glebe, in 1932. The following year

: ; he was sent to the Soviet Union for two

utive Committee of the Commung  years’ training. He had formerly been a

In union affairs, he was actil ~ telegraphist. ' :
e p:ay{n-urgu‘f)?rtl;em(} Umoiﬂa Norman Jeffrey, of the defunct Pastoral
Wit ioin ot Staﬁ; Workers' Industrial Union and now Organ-
: ﬂght J_ﬂmed the Communist Pattj iser of the Industrial Panel for -Treasurer
and in 1927 went to the Sovid Chifley, has been one of the most active out-

' e | side organisers, specialising in auxiliaries. He
also graduated from the 1.W.W., and went to
Moscow in 1928. He has served on the Central
Committee since 1920.

The present editor of the party organ is
L. Harry Gould, a student of Dublin Uni-
versity, who did not join the Communist
Party until 1934, although his biography
states that in the United States he was “an
activist for negro rights .

In addition there are organisers in the
field thronghout Australia, including Miss
‘Bella Weiner, a native of Poland, who was
prominent in criticism of the Australian
constitution during the Referendum Cam-
paign. ;
In proportion to its numbers, the Com-
munist Party of Australia has more paid
officials than any other political organisation
in this or any other part of the world.

One election in Australia was noted for

the saying ‘‘Join the U.A.P. and see the
67 '
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COMMUNISM AS A CAREER.

Unlike other political organisations in
Australia, the Communist Party not only has
a permanent General Staff, but also employs
a standing army of organisers to carry on its
work in the trade unions and on the political

front.
But the careerist who embraces Commun-

ism need not necessarily restrict his ambitions
to & niche on the party pay-roll. g
: The trade unions with their huge annual

revenues, have become the target to provide
economic emancipation for those Communists
who are not concerned solely witl the inter-
pretation of the Ma;mt—[;emmsfr-ﬂtahnm
For many of these careetists, Communism
realised their ambition of holding down well
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oreat politi £ ell  Marxism bheaming: ahead.
_:wat S power in g period g Thornton himself says that he was un-
g e ‘ employed during the Depression. ! He himself
Nf%ﬂm{;sxn I?.e [‘1;:) ldi?f&“_ﬂd : “ Withf is silent thesc ‘days regarding the trade he
L R 1}11 ion is 1mposs}b followed following his arrival in Australia and
B o urflgi ave added. ““Anj before his appearance as Secretary of the
e ons, social emancipatig  Victorian (ommunist Party in 1935.
mpossible . 3 But the records are not so silent. With
~an early aptitude for stirring up a hornet’s
nest, his activities in Victoria resulted in at
Jeast two permanent contributions to the
archives being preserved.
Tirst, there are the minutes of the
Executive of the Victorian Trades Hall
Council. Shortly after his election as Victorian
Secretary of the Communist Party, Thornton
turned up at the Melbourne Labor Council as
a credentialled delegate of the Tronworkers’

Union.
His credentials were challenged on the

the industry he claimed to be representing on

Council.
At that time, the Communist Executive

was assigning its organisers to key unions.
But the Victorian Labor Council insisted that
every trade union representative must actually

it ordered an investigation into the Thornton
credentials.

Trades Union disclosed that Thornton had
61

grounds that he was not a bona fide worker in -

work in the industry he was to represent. - So

The records of the Victorian Clothing
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}berhlp of the Union in 193

n indicated that he had workdq  under an assumed name. A man who is

er for his father in Brishane, a known to be a unionist cannot get a job at
'm in that City. " Brooklyn. T have given an absolute guarantee

"‘ﬁn'que Secretary of the Clothiy to the men at Brooklyn that I would not

ion reported that he ha 4 divulge their names .
of that name as hav?ig vl@]v(c))r(i’;{:l At that time, it began to appear that
N ! Thornton was an industrial martyr, living
ﬁeli::;grgf dMEDiinal Employed gfﬁ%ﬁ;ggﬁlgd like the men of the European
0 ed havi i ;
- membership. rrllw%e ;gff;‘;i%. But Tronworkers’ Organiser Crough was
nt had worked for the T' summoned to appear before the Council.

i Said Crough : ¢ The conditions at Brook-
lyn have been exaggerated. The mill is nearly
100 per cent. organised. I don’t know of any
man being victimised because he is a unionist.
T am, as always, free to interview the men at
Brooklyn ™.

Crough then deposed that he made a
special trip out to Brooklyn to see Thornton
working at his trade. The man who proposed
him for membership said that Thornton
worked in another part of the mill. But he
could not be found.

Tronworkers’ Delegate Ryan then said :
“ Aq g result of a lot of talk about Thornton,
1 made inquiries at the Lion Mills at South
Melbourne, and at Brooklyn, but no one had
heard of Thornton .

The Melbourne Trades Hall Executive in
his judgment on the case reached the cryptic
finding : “ That in the opinion of the Ex-

Inquiries from th

63

. ‘ecutive, Thornton was not a bona fide worker '
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(ies Industry, when he

@ember of the Tronw ﬂontrdlled Arbitration system as a pernicious, -

" anti-working class institution, whose objective
= is to keep the workers shackled to the capital-
m%g??ﬁﬁ;&;g?mﬁou ist state, 1.c. eternally wage slaves . .
BN ballot for thy EBlll  Then in the succeeding paragraph, Shar-
i B e}}:)omn key is responsible for the following direct
e Talr]lc Pf “contradiction of his own avowed principle :
. on. en in th “ Until the majority of unionists are
: convinced of the role of Arbitration, Commun-
18 ists have to represent their unions in court,
t&te _1 in order not to lose contact with the masses,
‘ pps_t of Federal and, for tactical reasons, may support one
nimportant, as form of Arbitration against another, i.e.
f Conciliation Committees, ete.”
.~ The average Australian does not appreci-
ate the wealth of significance, the Communist
attaches to that phase for * tactical reasons i
For “ tactical reasons’, Thornton had
to carry out the order of the Victorian Com-
" munist Party and get into the Ironworkers’
. Union. The Communists were not interested
in how he got in. But he had to qualify, or
lose face as a Communist. Everything i8
secondary to the carrying out of the orders
of the party. The individual is regarded as
possessing neither a body to be kicked nor a
soul of his own to be damned. He belongs to
the party, just as much as any serf belonged

to his feudal over-lord.
Thornton himself had been disciplined by

years before he climbed to the dizzy heights—
o 65 : S

the Communist Party in 1932 —only three i




COMMUNISM IN AUSTRALIA

because of his alleged individualism.
In fact he was expelled from the Victori
Branch of the Communist Party. Befo
he was re-admitted he had to submi
an application that shows to wh
extraordinary lengths a Communist will g
to satisfy Communist discipline. It resembl
the self-accusations extracted at the Moseo
tn:a,ls Kof J anuary, 1937, from Radek, Yagod
:}I:imk;f.astmsky by O.G.P.U. Prosecutor Vy
< The followving extracts from . th
COWorket_'s Weekly ”, then official organ of th
mmunist Party regarding the expulsion an

subsequent applicatio e
i s St£§: n for re-admission fel

Fridqy,. 21st October,
Dustrict Decisions.

“ Some months ago Com :
Lv'a,s.rel_nqved from thegSecretai?aie b’g(l;;) ot
his individualistic approach to vario -
ions, this individualism expressip .
the form of a very large ego. Thg i
taken up at that time by Compag by
was that he was right anqd the'])'e Thornto
m rt_te.e wrong ; or, R ¢ 1strict Com:
individualist he pitted hiy words, as an
collective opinion of the P against the
adverse criticism of the |
at the Plenum, changes
distribution of forces on
Thornton was removed f

1932.—Party Plenun
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placed in Yarra Section, and so that he would
recognise and overcome his political errors
more easily was directed to forward to the
D.C. a statement of self-criticism. This
Comrade Thornton refuses to do. By thus
refusing to carry out the decision of the D.C.,
Comrade Thornton places himself in the same
category as Higgins and King, who likewise
refused to recognise the political significance
of their acts.

« This fact is borne out in the reasons
given for this Comrade’s refusal to submit
himself to self-criticism. He states that a
eriticism on his part would not be an honest
one as he does not know where his mistakes
lie .

Friday, 4th November, 1932.— Thornton’s Ex-
pulsion.

“ The Central Committee has taken np
the question of Thornton.

“ Qome Comrades in the Yarra Section
are defending Thornton, and the C.C. Sec-
retariat calls upon these comrades to loyally
support District Committee 4, to obey all of
its instructions and carry out its decisions,
to do nothing to hinder the 1.C. in its work.

““ Further, certain slanders are being
circulated against leading members of the
D.C. -

« The C.C. warns that any member
circulating such rumors is liable to instant
expulsion from the Party.
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‘o understand such behaviour, moreover
oid any repetition of same, it is necessary
derstand the causes Jeading up to this

~conduct.

' Firstly, in my own case, as distinet from -
the comrades who were expelled, the cause

was purely personal.

~ When questions affecting my work in the

Party were discussed by the District Com-

‘mittee, 1 took up the entirely wrong attitude
~ of considering these questions in the light of

their importance to myself as an individual
and not of their importance to the Party.
This attitude 18 indefensible and Jeads to
sabotage of work which would benefit the.
Party because it docs not suit one individual.

~ Another aspect is that this approach to such
discussions means that within the Party the

individual considers himself entirely inde-

“pendent and does not grant a Party Committee

the right to decide what its individual

members should or should not do. In my

case, this led even further. When quite

correctly removed from the D.C,, 1 began to
see many faults and wealknesses in the work

of the D.C., many of which existed -while T

was a member of the Committee, and for
which T was a8 much to blame as the other

members.

. Looking packwards, 1 can see clearly the

folly of this view, especia.lly as there have
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Committee. This has resulted not only in my
expulsion, but in the expulsion of comrades
who were potentially better Communists than
myself, who, but for the incorrect lead given
to them by myself would be inside the Party
to-day, working for the revolution.

Why was I guilty of such conduct, when
I had the experience of the fight against
Higgins and King to guide me, when I was
member of the D.C., conducting the fight
against this faction. I took up the attitude
that factionalists for years have taken up. I
said that I knew that I was factionalising. I
was aware that factionalism was absolutely

against the policy ‘of the Party ; I knew that
T ran the risk of expulsion, yet I considered
attitude.

that the situation justified my
Every factionalist says the same.

After my expulsion, I still clung to this
idea for some time. What does this mean ?
We say that the experience of the whole
International Communist Movement, the ex-
perience of the legal and illegal Parties,
proves that factionalism cannot be tolerated
under any circumstances, that no matter how
bad a situation may be within the Party,
factionalism can only make it worse. Yet,
against this international experience, I hold
my puny opinion that the situation warranted
the action I had undertaken.

Tt is clear to myself, and I will endeavour
to make it clear to any other comrades who
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e workshops. They provide a medium
r the distribution of literature. As the
srage worker does not attend meetings, they
in actual practice the Communist cell
perating as official units of the union. From
hese shop committees are elected the union

representatives, o the Communist leaders can
' subsidise their followers from union funds by
" making payments for attendance at union

meetings. This consolidates the position of
the top-man. In effect he becomes a patron,
and the shop committees dependent upon his
patronage.

‘The Tronworkers’ Federation developed

this Shop Committee organisation under the
. Thornton leadership. At the same time, the

Branches were brought under control of the
Federal Body. :
Sharkey acknowledged assistance given
by Thornton in preparing his pamphlet on
trade union organisation. In that treatise of

'Communist strategy on the trade union front

appears the following significant definition of
the function of the Shop Committee :

“ Organising for Shop Commitiees in the
factories vs a foremost task for the Communists.
The Shop Commattees play a most important
role.in the preparation and mobilisation of the
workers for strike action. They play an im-
portant role in leading the strike, and combalting

betrayal and reformist leadership.
“ In a revolutionary suualion, the Shop
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_ octive has not yet been
pealised. Most of the A.C.T.U. gatherings
e been held in Melbourne, where the anti-

‘Pommunist influence is still strong.
~ 8o at the June, 1943, A.CT.U. Congressi

~ Thornton moved a resolution, carrie by

10 110, that the APl Headquarters should
B moved to Sydney. At the same Congress,
(- the Communists also carried a United Front
- resolution calling for closer unity between the
b Official Labor Party and the Communist

B Party.
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- must resign their jobs.
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CHAPTER VIL

SOMERSAULTS ON WAR.

f the Communist Party in

ustralia during the war has heen one of
lack treachery to this country, whenever the
demands of Russian Nationalism happened
to be in conflict with the needs of Australian

-security. _ S
: The Communists were hog-tied to their
. overseas masters, with the result that their
attitude to the war has been one of twisting
- contortions, and bare-faced contradictions.
* - The— princip_al difficulty was in anti-
cipating what policy they would be expected
to embrace next. At times they were 48

~ hours hehind schedule in adopting the Comm
~ * tern line. Had they been closer to the centre,
 they would have risked denunciation as

“« dayiationists ~’, to use a favorite Communist

18
hasge. Then when they caught up with the
o 81 i
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Minority is in regard to
in the Pacific, particul-
rations of the Australian

& The Tmperialist pourgeoisie of Aus-
tralia are rapidly driving towards war, as is
shown in the steady development of war
supplies, increased air activity, devglopmgnt
of land fortifications (Darwin, ote.), tightening

up of the supervision of military and naval
nt of oil reserves (Newnes),

forces, developme ;
£-d in the vicious slanders against the
US.S.R. (Lang ab Bathurst)- The Militant
Minority must develop & P1g campaign against
pl‘epa.ra:tions for a a.Iltl-SO.Vlet War.

ority must develop a

% One of the gre

the war preparations
arly to the war prepa
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munitionss factories,_mcludmg chemicals, an
<ttt organise ,demopsprat%ons' an
strikes against Australia’s _parhmpaﬂop in the
war plans of the Impe_na,h‘sts and against the
handling of any supplies for war purposes.
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‘mittee after considering every aspect of the
-'Pmsent war situation declares that it ig in the
interests of the working class of the worlg
_ that the present war shoulq cease.
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all the major nations o .
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: 1 Hitler becanse
nobody can believe Hitler’s word.
123

If<it comes to that nobody can believe
Chamberlain’s word. Remember how he
promised not to introduce Conscription. Peace
can be guaranteed ip Europe by Britain,
france, Germany, and the Soviet Union,
guaranteeing resistance to any aggression *’,
Thornton, Miles,—Dixon, Sharkey, and all
mmunists adopted the same line,
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“ The cessation of a]]

ment and the fastening of

with the Sovjet Union ”.

anti-Soviet incite.
friendly relationg

t was defeated by
; 5 10 63. At that time
finitely belonged to the
“ Appease Hitley » camp. -
heir next Step was to form g “No
onscription *’ League with Norman Jefire
as Organiser, ang t

; _ WO members of the Labor
Cmmm_l as Secretarieg. On April 15 an anti-
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that the way should enc without delay. Dr.
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- not worry the Second Fronters.

J Party in Australia in September, 1943, editori-

satisfied with Ler partners. The real issue is
that the promise of the Second Front remains
‘unfulfilled **,

-~ Yet when Australia was threatened with
invasion, there was no ery for a Second Pacific
Front from the same sources,

Surely no political party deserves to

‘ommunists were prepared to
the back. Their switch in attit

had nothing to do with the position in which
“this country found itself. Had the war taken
~ a different. course intemationa,]ly, they would
~ have followed that course. That is why
~ Australia can never trust the Communist
DAy, gornaaie ) :

stab them in
ude to the war

Western Asia to use in the South Pacific did
= The official ;organ of the Communist §

‘ally declared : “ Russia is now patently dis-

3 tha 5
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COMMUNISM IN AUSTRALIA

They decided to use dupes.
the revolutionary theme, In the
they centred their agitation around industria]
grievances and slanders of union officials,

On the political front they

They buriegq
trade uniong

~ So instead of making an initial drive to
Win converts to the

Communist faith, they
enlisted the aid of a]] kinds of cauges to attract
an outer fringe that would provide sym-

_ Pathetic material o which to work.
e 1o e Communigts, these people were
either “ Innocentg

L » Ot “ Fellow Travellers .
The “Innocents did not know they were

being used by the Communists g part and
parcel of the major scheme of Smashing down

the faith of. the people in Parliamentary
overnment, '

TheE

ment is solidly entrenched,

A special section of the Int

: 5 ernationg]
set up in Berlin in t g

he early twentieg under
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for and against the resolut; on, w
vote in favor of the resolution ]
As leader of the Labor Party, T refused tg E
accept the decision. The new A.L.P. Execu. 8
tive refused to admit the Communist Part
to membership. Instead it
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ith the casting

ttacking

3 and the AZCE Es

Communist s anregnable walls, gacrifices was af
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: time Com-
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including Attlee, Vevin, Scullin, Forgan Smith,
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national Section of th i e
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still to o

Perate their cells in
mittees,

Dimitrov algo told the

“ We are Sometimes acc ¢

from our Communist principles. What stupid-
ity, what blindness | We should not be
arxist and Leninigt revolutionaries, nor
disciples of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin,
if we were not capable of completely altering
our tactics and oyy mode of action as cir-
cumstanceg may dictate. Byt all the devia.
tions, and aJ] the ins and outs of our tactics
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liquidated in January, 1944, whep
publisher of <
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Federation ;  Edgar Ross, editor of the
iners’ journal
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ed their Purpose.
he Communigt Party
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he organisat

ion went out of
exXistence,
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agreed to the :

Party, and _Pl‘Oscr.I}.)jng of the Communj

Conscyﬂption.w 1ith failing to fight -J?;llzlu;;riml}
a

One parti
. re&é):rtmularly choice passage in th
1] YDH ¥ = =
an Over-greata:L ‘;?znefer been accused of hayi

call “outs”. b Pply of what we A.\H 18 ¥
~ with some of thut your published i

: Australia is su (_13 American Journalists :
DHat was rely the limit of spiﬁei :' O
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£x5e 3 e

interview

the Treat of
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1939 fro it n-Ageression and crossed th
n hne

i But it wag |
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Executive. Beasley, who had helped

nd the anti-Communist Party, was sent
ydney to organise the vote on Con-
stion. Tt was from the (ommunists that
received his strongest support.
Not since 1923 when he was President of
Sydney Labor Council when it carried a
Tution demanding thab the A.L.P. should
dmit the Communist Party to affiliation, had
sley been on side with the Communists.
¢ The C'onscription fight, was a life or
eath struggle for the Curtin Government and
hose Ministers who followed him in urging
he acceptance of Conscription. 11 1916,
ad been & militant opponent

Curtin himself h _
£ Conscription, so ol the question he found _
d much -1n common with the

; f organisation. .
s e Atisfied with the

£t b
e ohas the Curtin sun.
few months, leading Com-
leaders were appointed to
working in conjunction

tin isters.
Cu;‘ ojan Horse was
vernment. :

i Secretary of the Water-

oy, National Dot
wre’ Federation an a leading
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Communist activist was appointed a member
of the Stevedoring Commission, where he
works with the Director of Shipping, Sir E 4
Thomas Gordon, under the direction of Supply S On his appomtmeﬂ :
Minister Beasley. g

At the succeeding A.C.T.U. Congress,
Curtin surprised stalwart Labor supporters,

L , ot & MineE
when he referred to him in the course of a 3 There Was probabéys ber Orr a8 eader
speech as “ My sood friend, Jim Healey 7. 5 who didn © rritV Movement 11 he

Another Communist to receive an ap- E he Militant Minof%d . peing Nationa

pointment under the Ministry of Shipping was
E. V. Elliott, National Secretary of the
Seamen’s Union, who was appointed to the
Maritime Commission where he fraternised .
with Sir Thomas Gordon, and Captain Patrick, '
_Chairman of the Finance Committee of the
New Guard in 1932. -

E. V. Elliot, defending his appointment
in a letter to the  Sydney Morning Herald ”,
made the naive explanation :

“Y am a Communist and because being
a Communist makes me a trusted member of

) s of the : 4

mm@g ?‘; 33 f; was to be the Curtin Govern
Jut n 3 d'ln up ¢

ents expert & S0 g ything clse ahois

her amazing ap omtm%ﬂt Wazrgl &Ot
her am? g
Anotie tile NOEEE Jeltes iard al
of the very \l 1 nmunlst old u

the Seamen’s Union of Australasia, it is not the fan YO T ¢ the Industrial Panel
because 1 am a Communist that the Labor Orgam& g ecret ? Office, under Treasurer
Government appointed me to the Maritime “th r Loal

(Clommission, but because being a Communist

Gaflev cretar of the
made me a Nation Union Leader, that I was (,hlﬁELﬁe ; had 1een mﬁiﬂ; %emo + Nyatmna
nominated by the Union . +oral Jorker glnti,conscriptlo Leagues

Of course the Government has to accept. = anise o + of the League Against
full responsibility for all appointments. It Or%ional Organise Chief Marshal of the
cannot escape that. %&i and c1sb * gions.  ater he WA LHE

Bill Orr, who was gucceeded by Grant for M:V Day Celebr o

1
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JSTRAL :

b COMMUNISM IN AUSTRALIA s along the road ©0 its

~ organise the “ YES ” Campaign for the 1944

‘Referendum in New South Wales.

~ Communist organisers were later to move

“into the War Loans organisations in a solid

bloc. It provided them with a wonderful

opportunity to try out the wooden horse of
old Troy on Australian industry.

As war loan organisers they had access to
~ plants that could never have been entered
~under normal circumstances. They even had
the opportunity of cross-examining personnel,
and getting an insight into the economic
set-up of Australian industries. In addition,
they had travel priorities that must have been
_ invaluable from an organisational view-point.

- For sheer audacity, it was an unparalleled
~ coup detat. Then when it was all over
Treasurer Chifley sat down and wrote a
. fulsome letter of praise to the Communist
- Party, which they promptly published in their
~official organ. ’

Other Communist union leaders like
Thornton, and Wells had ready access to
members of the Curtin Government—access

not granted to thick and thin Labor sup-
porters.

' That opportunity came immediately

] Conference.
rior to the 1943 AL.P. 3
Conscription had driven & W€

: i d Beasley
: s platform—both Curtin an
iﬁ:atﬁf{obugll)f}? tﬁe previous elections a8 pledg«lag
'anti—Conscriptionists———we;;e trsee]mng to revo

3 furti geription ACU. :
. (%l‘i;it;g lcleo;lds vEere cougte%l it gv?;ni(;m;di‘

munists beld the Da

tha‘terthe %{;11: Communists contro et. F
&zlega.tes, there were 129 pledged anti-LOn-

seriptionists, and 102 delegates prepared to

suppor? Curtin,
G The Curtin group

Communists held t
Vi nference came the pay-oi.

’ licenses, to publ;ah
issued fouf ‘ne\é;%ig;‘-: Melbourne, Adelaide

— ! otiations were actually
Wh} e th‘?ngrI:"fa'%URY » had to -ceaﬁe
mc{?edlpg’ or three weeks because the
ublicalio? sol refused it an advance on the
Newspape?er,s quota of pewsprmt_. s
naxe quau the (‘ommunists Were jssued Wi 4
8 ge 82 tons of paper & year. That

~ But the Communist Party was not yet'
gatisfied that the Curtin Government was
completely under its control. It " waited

. g to US ing used in the
patiently for the next opportunity to drive a hcffﬁ addition to the paper being i
wedge into the Government, that would 5 109

—
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and books pouring off the Communist presses.

With the assistance of the (Communists,
the Official Labor Group was able to endorse
Conscription and also my expulsion for
participating in the campaign against the
Curtin proposal.

The Curtin Government was destined to
pay dearly for that Pact of Mutual Assistance
with the Communist Party. More and more

it had to rely upon Communist support. The

price of that support soared in proportion to
the Government’s dependence on it.

J. B. Miles, General Secretary of the
Communist Party, issued an exultant state-
ment :

“ The way has been cleared for estab-
lishing direct co-operation between the Com-
munist Party and the Official and State
Labor Parties.

“ The Conference of the New South Wales
Branch of the Official Labor Party has
decisively endorsed the central slogan of the
Communist Party since October, 1941, when
Mr. Curtin became Prime Minister—that is
¢ Unity in the Labor Movement ’ and nation-
ally behind the Curtin Government.

“ The long struggle, led by the Com-
munist Party to have J. T. Lang thrown out
of the Labor Party was crowned with success
by the (Conference endorsement of the ex-
pulsion of Lang by the Executive ”.
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B 1 .abor Party provide
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] 7 d condition
B My ex yulsion was the seconc
in the %actlbetween the Commumstﬁ' and ’;}ﬁi
~ controllers of the Offi cial Labor mac ine.

& esultant re-action by the people of the Labor

anticipated neither by the

" Movement was 1c >
-%Ic?mmunist Party nor the Official Labor

axk d the means of rallying

opposition throughout the Labor Movement

.t infiltration. :
= Ccﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ 15:3, a Unity (Clelebration

Com-
i dney Town Hall by the
“nrlfnigetl%gt;y‘ooncglebmte its victory at the

l ] in reducing the
i nce and 18 guccess 1 1 .

E %?:i?;e Governmenb to a condition of abject
%
\

The (iommunists admited that the cele-

prations cost £400 to stage- Miles urged the

in organising
to new efforts 1
Communlsts t cells in the workshops.

P :
ds the Federal Elecm%?s
is ti ists only
his time the Communists €
d those Labor members Whor_r;ht}éclﬁ
oppqaeered were nob in sympathy Wi
considere

Vit o ted 17 seats, in the Common-

wealth, ef;onwea,lth roll of 4,480,650, the

a total - d an aggregate © 62,
Commu;ll&tzsf ilfuld be protest votes, rather

Many © nist votes. | o
than ¥ 1%?;)%3 this sorry showing the Com-
e .
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"munist Party was actually on the box-seat,
* dictating terms and conditions to the Curtin
Government.

The Communist leader L. L. Sharkey
polled 3,301 votes in Dalley, against 37,015
_polled by Speaker Rosevear.

General Secretary, J. B. Miles, could only
muster 2,324 in North Sydney against W. M.
Hughes, and lost his deposit.

Adam Ogston polled less than 10 per cent.
of the vote registered for Dan Mulcahy in
Lang. J. R. Hughes of the then State Labor
Party lost his deposit in Reid, as did Evans
in Robertson. Even though the Communists
attempted to win over service votes by
endorsing members of the armed forces, they
failed to make any impression on the elector-
ates.

Nothing daunted, the Communists im-
mediately launched a campaign for a merger
of the Official Labor Party and the Communist
Party. .

- In a letter to D. MacNamara, M.L.C.,
- General Secretary of the Federal Labor
~ Party, J. B. Miles, Communist leader, on

January 25, 1944, said :
: “ On behalf of the Australian Communist

Party, I am instructed to request the Labor
Party to grant affiliation to our organisation.
Affiliation means that our organisation would
‘accept the constitution of the Labor Party.
~ and the decisions of Labor Party Conferences.
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nstitutional difficulties could be overcome

the Labor Party making provision to

tend to our organisation obligations and

B iohts similar to those provided for affiliated
s unions . L3
‘bradcﬂlu& further statement, Miles amplified

B his views by stating:

i i Part olicy is now
Official Labor Party pe 1oy e

i time in history ”- .
B?;loinatica]ly, the Labor Party has Sédt?-
stepped the jssue. It can no longer afford to
| 1o Communists. S

rebu%uj?ethe (Communists are campaigning

d for unity with the Official I.;abor Party.
e F example, Macquarie DI'S'bI‘IG,t
A semcl)arly is in control of Treasurer fCﬁ1ﬂey s
3 f)liﬁieal organisat-ion, It pa_ssed the following
resolution :

1 ur
e v;eaccegpt the proposals made to

Executives * -1 Communist Party for
. ustralian Commu

them by tl}:cﬁon in support of our Labor

unity 1 the defeat of Capitalist reaction,

Gogema?;tbver the Axis Fascist forces ol
an v1C

A gimilar -petition was signed by a

owerflﬂ grovh Ehe Official Labor Party.
2,11 men_abe :hgf advent of the 19_44 Oﬁiqlal
L f the ruling faction
Labor ©5 romised with the Communist
agail The Communists agreed not to press
ty-
B 113

e the State and Federal

f trades union secretaries—
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for formal recognition of a Unity Pact at
that stage. The resolutions were to be ruled
out on a technicality which was not to be
challenged.

In return, the Communists were given
joint control of the Referendum Campaign.
Instead of Official Labor Branches functioning,
People’s Committees were established with
Communists admitted on a basis of absolute
equality.

With Communists Chandler, Wright and
Jeffrey on the Joint Campaign Committee,
the Communists not only had official recogni-
tion but actual control of campaign arrange-

ments. It was their most spectacular advance
to date.

The softening-up .process had been com-
~ pleted. The Trojan Horse was inside the
citadel. The invaders, to quote Dimitrov, had
penetrated right to the very heart of the
enemy’s camp.

Prime Minister Curtin publicly acknow-
ledged the new relationship between his
Goverbment and the Communist Party when
he addressed a message to Thornton on the
occasion of the first issue of the *“ Ironworker”,
thus :

“In the first issue of your new publica-
tion, marking as it does the association of
Ironworkers and Munition Workers in one
concerted body, may 1 extend the best
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hes of my colleagues and myself for future
ustained success .

that he couldn’t.
Ddds]??lfnﬂy, the position has been reached

Communist

20,000 members of the .

‘;gre‘:; dominate the Government of this
country. That is Democracy In reverse.
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CHAPTER X.

WHO PROVIDES THE MONEY ?

~ The Communist Party is the wealthiest
political organisation in Australia. 1t has a
large staff of permanent organisers. Tt has five
~ newspapers. In Sydney it is housed in a four
storeyed city building. Tt has its own pub-
lishing plant, from which dre poured a never
ending stream of pamphlets and books. It
has shops at large rentals in both city and
suburbs. : g
 What other political organisation could
hope to match this wealth ? Yet according
to its own claims, the party only had 4,000
- members when the Curtin Government lifted
E zlh:‘jaf in Dec{elmber 18, 1942, At the present
- time it is conducting a recruiting campai
B 10 lift the _membersl%ip to 20,000.g B .g#
When the organisation ewas declared
~ illegal in June, 1940, all its assets were seized
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' the Commonwealth Government. These |
cluded several libraries, the stock of several
ok-shops, printing machinery and publigh- " 58
g plant as well as newsprint stock.

They are still in active negotiation with
he Curtin Government for payment of com-
pensation. :
a Tn the meantime they have gone straight
. ahead, spending money as if funds were
inexhaustible. :

The State Labor Party first purchased

newspaper in North Sydney, to produce
“ Progress ', which prov1de(_i employment for *
a large staff during the period of the ban.
' Then, almost simultaneously with the

lifting ‘of the ban on the Communist Party,
an agreement was signed by H. B. Chandler—
now a member of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party, for the purchase of the
Newsletter Printery for a sum of £25,000.

Then as soon as thfa Curtin Government

i d the newsprint licenses to the Com-
1SSUE,  party, this plant was used to print
’f?ums e ‘(;fﬁcia.l organ of the Communist

Tr1bu1; well as to publish posters, dodgers
P ts?her literature for the ~Communist ;
apit 8 At the same time, the publication of
cing tipping sheet was continued — ;
b strange activity for the Communist
indeed ®Or perhaps some of the Comrades,
fﬁgﬂ that Dimitrov’s Trojan Horse sanc- :
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tioned the infiltration of the racing business
as well as politics.

In addition to * Tribune ”, there is the
monthly “ Communist Review  dealing with
party strategy, and a host of shop papers.
All of these papers are published without
advertising.

Then there is the Party literature, Most
of this is now published in Australia. This
ranges from books by the Dean of Canterbury
on the Socialist Sixth, heavy works on
Marxism, elaborate rotogravure monthlies to

the pamphlets churned out by Sharkey and
Dixon. Of these there is apparently no end.

For the sale of these books and pamphlets,
the Communist Party has a chain of book.
shops—in Sydney there are the Pioneer
Bookshops—and even exclusive suburbs sud.
denly find that the Communists have opened
a shop in their midst, Obviously profit can
be no object—or expense either.

For high pressure salesmanship there is
the organisation known as the Current Book
Distributors. This sponsors radio talks on a
big chain of city and country radio stations
with speakers including Rupert Lockwood,
L. H. Gould, and W. A. Wood.

In addition, the Communist Party spons-
ors special radio sessions on stations through-
out Australia. Wherever it can, it uses
non-Labor stations as well as Labor stations,

On the radio phase of its activities, it ig
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ending at least £150 a week in New South
ales alone. Tts weekly radio schedule occup-

" jes half a column of its official organ each week.

The latest development has been the
attempt to publish a chain of country news-
papers in the form of weekly pamphlets.

The Educational programme is controlled |
by an organisation known as Marx Hou%e,
which hires halls and conducts lectures “%7
party theorists such as Dixon and E. W.
Campbell. Lecturers are sent to country
centres regularly. A recent Sunday found
Mars House lecturers billed in .Sydney,
Cessnock, Bondi, Redfern, Darlinghurst,
Rockdale, and Redfern. In many cases, the
comrades assemble at the local Communist
book -shop, which serves a dual purpose.

" Allied to the Education Programme there
is the Entertainments Programme. If the
é mmunists cannot attract recruits Wl.th
l\farﬂc then they do not scruple to use Boogie-
Woc;g!ie as a Trojan HF)rse.
Dances are organised regularly by the
\ nist auxiliaries, and potent-l_al members
(.ommud into the net with free tickets. For
i hu.'eh prows there is the New Theatre
the hig “:-hich admits that its stage properties
Lea-gue;_eral hundred p_01_u_1ds. : : ;
cost S?J of these activities involve heavy
Adjture and considerable staff work.
expe};ﬁsts are assigned to each. One Comrade
SPe;l pe asked to look after the Yugoslav
ma,
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Community Social and Dance. Another is
assigned the Marrickville Symphony Concert.

Australia is divided into Communist
Districts—New South Wales is known as the
First District, and each district into zones,
During recent months zone orcanisers have
been appointed. Particular attention is being
paid  to the country—active branches are
operating in such towns as Glen TInnes,
Lismore, and Cootamundra, although the
organisation is numerically much stronger in
industrial towns such as Wollongong, Lithgow,
Portland, Port Kembla, and the Northern
eoal-fields towns.

In many cases members of the Teachers’
Federation have been found useful recruits,
although in other towns the Communists have
actually enlisted professional men. In fact,

 they have established a Communist Medical

- Committee consisting ' of a group of well-

object.”

established medical practitioners. Their or-

- ganisers have been instructed to pay particular

attention to the University—hoth staff and
students, - :

To house all thege activities, the Com-
munists decided that they must have their
own premises. Once again money was no

First they advertised in the Sydney
Morning Herald *’ ; “ Wanted office premises,
suite 14 offices, space about 2,000 square feet,
centrally situated . A
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That apparently brought no satisfactory
Next there came a report that Thornton
8 negotiating on behalf of the Ironworkers
the acquisition of Adyar Hall, Bligh
Street, at a reputed figure of £89,000. That
deal fell through, owing to existing tenancies,
luding that of a broadcasting station.
Then the Communists were able to
egotiate a deal for themselves.  They
btained a long-term lease of the Green
Coupon premises. This is a four_-storeyedA
“building in one of the high-rental city areas.
Notwithstanding Commo_nwee:tlth Trgaasury re-
strictions, the Communists ‘1mmed1at_ely set
 to work adapting the premises to suit their
requirements. Marx House and the news.
8 avpers. as well as the central organisation
' p'eIr)e n’ow under the one roof. The Post Office
- romptly installed seven 'phones with extens-
ons to the different departments.
At a very conservative estimate, the
nist Party is spending £150,000 a
o ropaganda in Australia.
year&l}llopsugphes the finances ?_ On that the
' it Party is dumb. Obviously it does
g from the members—most of whom
: not co‘réetorunemployed workers organisations
’belongehe b 3 Lo Party.
vhien : ythough members levy themselves
3 Eveelll{ the aggregate income would only
~each v;f-op, in the ocean compared with the
1 :Ieln?] ﬂrl axpendlt!ure- i
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The Secretary of the British Labor Party,
J. 8. Middleton, definitely charged the Com.-
munists with being dependent on outside
subsidies, in a letter dated March, 1943,
rejecting an application by the British Com-
munist Party for affiliation :

“ The Britvsh Labor Party with a member-
shap forty times greater could never spend om
such a scale.

“ This together with the fact that the
Communist Party never published a balance
sheet justifies the lack of confidence in the
Commumist claim to financial independence.
The Labor Party cannot believe that the Com-
maunst intentions towards British Labor are any
more honest than in the days when Britain stood
alone against Nazi and Fascist aggression.

“ Labor does not believe that the blood
sacrifices, either by French Socialists and
Communists or by the Red Army, relicves the
British Communist Party or the Communist
International of its share of responsibility for
the breakdown of Democratic Government and
the extension of Fascist rule .

What applies to the British Communist
Party, also applies to the Australian Com-
munist Party. The indictment is exactly the
same. But instead of taking the line of the
British Labor Party, the Curtin Government.
and the Official Labor Party have attempted
to follow a course of appeasement.

Reverting to the source of the Communist
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. published a statement of its income. Th
" was ine 1932° when the Militant Minority
& Movement published a statement that its
* incéme for the year was £29/2/—. Yet at that
" time the Militant Minority Movement was

& very q
. American Lab

. of “ Leninism
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nds, Mr. Middleton’s comments are also
lid in Australia. The Communist Party
here has never published a balance sheet.

On only one occasion in its long history,

h section of the Communist Party
has any B

lishing a 16 page propaganda sheet—the
Bl%)eg Ilggder ” _—mainly for free d}strlbuthn,
and had a national staff of organisers on its
payroll—all on an income of £29/2/— per

. annum.

Wherever the money comes from, it
certainly does not come from the local

" membership.

It was Stalin himself who answered this
uestion, in his interview with the first
or Delegation to Soviet Russia
1927, as reported in Volumn 2,
» by Joseph Stalin, pag?} 68 :
. Is any money now eing
Qmiﬁtrica to aid either the American
sent to .t Party or the Communist paper,
Comgl%mﬂ Worker ' 7 If not, how much
the %ng Communists remit to the Third
do Ame{tmal in annual membership dues ?
alin's reply : ** If this has reference to
tions between the Communist Party

in September,

£ the rela’Thjrd International, I must say that

and the
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the Communist Party of America, most likely
~ pays affiliation dues to the Comintern. On
~ the other hand, the Comintern, being the
- central body of the Communist International
- movement, we assume, renders assistance to
- the Communist Party of America whenever

-1t i8 necessary ? I do not think thatsthere is

anything surprising or exceptional in that *.
In Italy, immediately following the col-

- lapse of Fascism, 25,000,000 lira were lodged

to the credit of the Communist Party in a
bank in Naples. That was for propaganda and
rty organisation. The Democratic parties
d no funds.

If the Comintern found it necessary to
ve financial assistance to the American
3 mmunist Party, with a membership many

‘ times greater than that of the Communist
Party in Australia, then Stalin would not find
anything *“ surprising or exceptional > if it
rendered financial aid to the Communist
- Party of Australia.

: But the Communist International is not
~an international in the strict sense of the
term. It is governed by the needs of Russian
Nationalism. So a Party that accepts sub-
sidies from it, is actually receiving a subsidy

~ from a Foreign Power. That is incompatible

with Australian sentiment and the require-
ments of true Australianism. That is why the
~ Communist Party can never be an Australian
~ Party. The Foreign Office that pays the
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, has the habit of calling the tune. The
munists in Australia have had great
culty in dancing to the tune. Nevertheless
eir attempt, they were prepared to betray
s country in its hour of greatest national
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CHAPTER XI.

PLAN OF ORGANISATION.

With almost unlimited finance, the Com-
munist Party has concentrated on the capture
of the Labor Party, as the quickest means of
establishing a bridge-head to control the
government in Australia. To the Com-
munists, the Official Labor Party is the
wooden horse. They are inside.

A few details of their methods on this
political front are essential if Australians are
to be ready to combat them.

J. N. Rawlings, a Communist Party
propagandist from 1925 to 1939, who was
expelled because of differences over the Party
line towards the war, has made some interest-
ing disclosures regarding tactics and happen-
ings inside the local Polithureau.

Rawlings is well qualified to discuss such
matters, as he was right on the inside, being

R e
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itor of “ World Survey ”, organ of the
eague Against Imperialism from 1932 to
1934 ; and National Secretary of the Anti-
= War Movement from 1934 to 1939. In
" addition he is author of one of the Communist

' Rawlings states that the present Com.

~munist Central Executive was placed in
power by an emissary of the Comintern who
- visited this country in 1929—he went under

t ame of Herbert Moore.
- e He was for making Sharkey the new

General Secretary, but as the Party So]ic_itor
would not have him, the_eall went to Miles.
Moore expressed the opinion that the leader-
ship so put was to stay put till the Revolu-
E « Communists became quiet * Labor men’,
| joined Labor Lea,gu_es, denied Commun}st
3 Party membership with many oaths, despite
" the crowing of many cocks. :

§ « Some Communists used to belaboring
" T.aborites, found the turn ‘ch‘ﬁ'l‘cult to make.
02 h wrote ‘ As political Labor and
- Sl are synonymous, why flirt with
Fascleh ¢ Communist Review °, April, 1035).
3 them faithful had to learn to adapt their
3 Futé lf;]gee and tactics to their new environ-
. lan

— en?: 1 quote from a secret instruction issued
(ommunist Party in New South Wales

by,ﬁl;?nembers in the A.L.P. on September 2,
to1

' Party’s best-sellers “ Who Owns Australia ? . .

——mea
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1937 : “ We should advise militants in the
A.L.P. to carefully avoid Communist phrase-
ology. The terms and phraseology generally
used by the Labor Party should be used by

A.L.P. militants, instead of transplanting our

‘terms, etc. into the A.L.P.”

*  Rawling then proceeds to tell how the
Communist Campaign was directed against
my leadership. I was Public Enemy Number 1
to the Communist Party, as I had been since

1920 at its very formation :

' “ Buccess followed success. Many A.L.P.
Leagues became known at C.P. Headquarters
as ‘ our ’ Leagues, and were so listed. Through
these, A.L.P. funds were used to buy C.P,
papers. ;

“Came the time when NEBW. ALP:

Politicians and Trades Hall Secretaries de-
cided that ‘Lang must go’. They sought
allies in the Communists, who, as a result
gained increasing power within the Labor
Party. Intriguing, organising, counter-intrigu-
ing—Lang went.
“At a Unity Conference, McKell, to
- whom Heffron, a leader of the anti-Lang
rebels, had to hand over, was given an
Executive, which, as somebody elegantly
described the situation, was lousy ’ with
Communists,
" Phug, " the Hughes-Evans Executive
Wwas on top of the world, and Labor Parlia.
mentarians were in g quandary—especially

PLAN OF ORGANISATION

r the notorious °Hands Off Russia’
solution—and with the Federal Elections

fapproaching .

. That is one revelation of how the Com-
munists work to gain control of the Official

“Labor Party. Under the rules of that Party,
B the organisation must always be at the mercy

" of the Communist so long as they dominate
- the trades unions.

Clause 15 of the rules provides Umons
shall pay affiliation fees yearly upon their full
financial membership . So at Annual Con-
ference they obtain representation on their
aggregate membership, ilo'respective_ of the
individual political affiliations of their mem-
_bersf]l;)le-t it is to the Communist Party itself
that it is necessary to look for a complete
explanation of their tactics in organisation.

o » the guidance of new members.
IHHSEL rfgr deta,i% is too small for careful
explanation. For example : ' T

« Tyeasurer : < The treasurer is not -tha,i,t

woman) who comes around again .

mas ((ér mrade is vesponsible for finance, -
This towhich there could be no Communist
»» (How true!) “The task is not
Party‘_c;d. but extremely political .
tecm?;l Gﬂ;up Organisers : ‘ Comrades Brown,
Bill Smith and that young chap who

Mary: two months ago and seemed so keen,

joined

J. B. Miles has issued a brochure entitled ' -
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have not attended the last three Branch
meetings. What can we do about it ’ ?

“The answer is Group Organisers !
Remember, many join our Party, support it,
but do not understand it, our methods or our
organisation, the responsibilities of members,
ete. They must be helped by Group Organisers.

*“ Group Organisers should ; have a talk
with each member of the group, discover his
or her special problem, capacity, type of work
preferred; and make recommendations to the
Branch Executive accordingly ; see every
member of the Group attends meetings,
participates in training, etc.; visit those who
do not, and assist them to solve the particular
problem of ‘ Why not’, collect their dues,
ensure supply of literature, advise on Branch
decisions, take responsibilities of members >,

Next Comrades are advised to attend
Marxist classes : “ Remember our leaders go
to classes and schools themselves, and indulge
in intensive studies .

Individual study is prescribed at home-
Marxist-Leninist books, of course. But the
Cottage Lecture is one of the favorite ap-
proaches. Thus Comrade Miles :

** Cottage Lecture : You have known Jim
and Mary Smith for a long time now, you
know they are interested in politics ; they are
asking questions about the Government ;
about the magnificent Red Army and Soviet

_peoples ; but they don’t know the answers,

kY
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e youngsters, but they are puzzled. Don't
ﬁJﬁu %hinkgyou should do something about 1’01?{
“Then there is that nice girl at wor
whose boy friend has returned from1 k}',lllle
Middle East, and is worrying her by talking
“Red ’. Well round up these people, have a
handful of your Branch Comrades for se%fon-
ihg and throw a different kind of party. Have
theslinen and china out, flowers round, slﬁgpfr
to follow AND a party speaker to talk to
them, for twenty minutes or so, on what is
the E;olicy of our Party and similar matters ;

maybe he or she could tell them of the Soviet

[-'1’110‘1‘1 \’Nhen the talk is over, get your
visitors asking questions, usually they need
rompting, but if they are shy at first get

130 . comrades on the job and soon the
Efourk r will be perspiring_ well, and_ tl}:a
Spe&]te‘? More Communists in the making .
phe h 1; there is the tactic in the WOI'kShOp.:
g T'sethe approach : * Our Party press is
e ting good stuff. Some you can’ give
husy PES ome you have to sell ; but the main
out frec, ;i; get it to your work-mates. Next

:h:nng }fm growls, get him a pamphlet like
i

le's War’. Next time Susan in the
0 turns up her nose at processions, get a :
Sulks’of the May Day pamphlet under said
ﬁﬁgg,teﬂ her about it .

Gimilar rules are laid down for selling

T
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newspapers, canvassing homes in the suburbs.
The approach should be through the ordinary
problems of life. That is the approach the
comrades must make. -

In the workshops there are the circulars ;
factory gate meetings ; shop committee meet-
ings. As for the radio sessions, Comrade Miles
makes sure that everybody is organised there
too: * See that all your friends telephone or
write to the Stations, saying that they
appreciated our sessions ”. TF. there js some-
one opposed to the Communists on the
stations, then, of course, the same comrades
are expected to telephone or write to the
station abusing the station for the Speaker’s
remarks and demanding that he he silenced.
That usually happens after one of my broad-
casts.

Particular stress is laid upon the necessity
of working hard for the United Front, the
amalgamation of the Official Labor Party and
the Communist Pa; V. ;

“Study Dimitrov’s report to the 7th
Congress, and the agreement with the State
Labor Party ” is Miles’ admonition to all
members. That, indeed, is the crux of the
Communist task in Australia to-day. It all
leads to the one objective—armed revolution,

One field in which the Communists have
~been specialising since 1942, has been propa-
| <._mamongst the armed forces., The Army
o ional Service was seizod upon as

T
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roviding special opportunities. Communists

- were instructed to attend a].J such Ieetures., ask

~ questions and direct discussions to the achieve-

- ments of the Soviet Union and_ the _Nety _Orde§
~ after the war stressing the inevitability o

- Communism. The

Communists have egan
i i for army dis-

turned out special literature :

tribution, the size being adjusted to fit into

the pocket.

The present target of the Communist

] hip, every

ty is  Every platoon, every ship,
ariiirlﬂlit——a, cell of Communism . So Whep
the Communist urges an all-out war effort it
is as well to think carefully as to what will be

the Communist policy after the war.
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i hat control of the news-
g biﬁﬁﬁglsthviould give them control

_papers and t would quickly

: hts. Tha

“of the people’s thoug :
"ﬁ]{)fad to1 national destruction. R
; The schools and newspapers are fyn i
aganda front. The COHeCtl.‘;lS i
g};?ng;?ig Igegimented thinking. ggr;n ;:;1 e

igi ictatorship as in German
%gldifresft (:1?;& ;qujll-)es thel‘dlsmphnmg of
Chl;fsre}l i et ih%agi;t);uggﬁy exploited
The Communist L B
ispute in Sydney,
iy nevcispg‘f;a:ﬂills};;ouble between empii))fl:s
19%14. m;lyllovees in the industry opene e
and e ye

CHAPTER Xt

NEWSPAPERS AND' SCHOOLS.

. key news-
: enetration of the
r : door wide for P nist Party.
The Communists have always wanted aper unions by the (Ef)m;?,u the newspaper
recruits amongst the intelligentsia. That ig P actio

Precipitate ing to publish a com-

- in attempting : .
proprlet-orselr proadened a dispute 1{1 Eh;
posite ”PaI;ﬁ ’e affecting the mgchamca sta
i Oth;t the entire ds,lly newspaper
only, so ame involved.
Organlsatlori?stl;ecprin ters, publishers, tranéli

J ourna»S cferks and vendors who refuse

the production of the Composite

why they have paid such attention to the
writings of Dr, Hewlett Johnson, Dean of
Canterbury,

They discovered early in their work of
international sabotage, that the so-called
intelligentsia fa]] readily for Marxism. Ttg
obscurantism gives them Scope for intellectual

port worker
snobbishness. Many of these book Commun-

to assist

lves on the streets.

ists are cheap poseurs. Yet they are dupes paper foun thﬁﬁsztage that the Communist
for the General Staff. They might well prove It a8 atdt 31 It was organised and
more dangerous than dupes recruited amongst Party steppe y :
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. ke charge. ‘
eqmlr?[?‘sg ;;ytsa after the trouble commenced,

he 0. 1 i da-i.l

“ m]][IIII'Sb Pal‘ty was pubhshlng.a, Y ;
WSP&PGI' folr- the mer. Norma.ﬂy it takea
ne

135

During 1944 the Communist Party has
made big gaing amongst white-collar workers.

& Particularly S0 amongst newspaper em plovees
& ; and teachers,
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months to organise the production of a daily
newspaper. The Communists had a daily
paper on the streets within 48 hours,

They did this in defiance of newsprint
regulations, man-power restrictions, fuel prior-
ities and all other impediments to war-time
newspaper production.

The paper was printed at * Newsletter 2
the headquarters of the Party’s printing
business. There appeared no limit on the
newsprint available,

In ten days more than 1,000,000 papers
were rushed off the machines including
150,000 copies of a 16-page Sunday paper.
That newsprint could only have come from
the reserves held by the Party.

Only the Curtin Government could have
granted the necessary licenses for the Com-
munists to acquire such reserves.  Yet
established newspapers could not acquire a
cwt. of paper in excess of their quota. Why
ghe preferential treatment for J. B. Miles &

0.7

No time was lost in gettin g the journalists
into the inner citadel of the Communist Party.
They were housed in the new palatial head-
quarters recently acquired from the Green

Coupon Company—a four storeyed building

in George Street, Sydney.

The building was being re-modelled at an

estimated cost running into thousands
Including a new synthetic marble facade at g
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* time when ordinary citizens cannot make
" essential renovations to their homes.

By getting the jqurnalists inside their

* building, they hoped to convince them that

the Communist Party is a benevolent corpora-
tion, staffed by wealthy philanthropists.

But the Communists had at least two
ulterior motives for their intervention.

Firstly, they hoped to use the dispute as
a further lever in their plan to obtain a license
for a Communist daily newspaper in Sydney,
to be run on similar lines to the London
“ Daily Worker °. ('able services have already
been arranged.

Pressure is now being applied to the
Curtin Government to grant the license.

Secondly, they believe that they can
turn the employees’ resentment against the
employers into positive support for the Com-
munist master-plan.  They hope to gain
recruits, especially amongst the journalists.

They believe that under given conditions,
they could organise a similar hold-l_lp again
to synchronise with a revolutlona,.ry situation.
They believe that they would be in a position
to dictate the editorial content of every
S ydney newspaper. :

The importance of the newspaper up-
heaval to the Communist Part;_f was that it
had all the elements of the conditions leading
up to a general strike. That was seen when
the action of the proprietors involved even
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e Federation’s syllabus as

138

NEWSPAPERS AND SCHOOLS

n alternative to its own, with teachers free
o0 make their choice.

The importance of the Federation course
was not in the subjects stipulated, or the
text-books specified, so much as in the
opportunities it provided for teacher Leftists
to embark upon detailed teaching of the
Communist doctrine in the schools.

The Trojan Horse was dragged right into
the class-room. The teacher could not be
accused of peddling Communism. His alibi

- would be that he was teaching in accordance

with Course “B” as drawn up by the
Federation. :

The syllabus covers such Communist
activities as the formation of shop committees
in factories, the Marxian doctrine, the life of
a Soviet citizen, Economic Imperialism, Life
under Lenin and Stalin—no mention of
Trotsky who was murdered in Mexico, because
he refused to bow the knee to the ruling
faction.

In third year the student is to be told
¢ Australia’s Place in the Pacific .
list of Pacific countries is Soviet
Pacific Russia, with Japan second and the
United States ranking tenth. The inclusion
of White Australia as a topic provides the
(ommunist teacher with the opportunity to
andermine that tenet of Australianism. .
Dr. Hewlett Johnson's  Socialist Sixth
of the World ” has prominence amongst the
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recommended books—it is published by the
Communist Party in Australia,

Following public outery, Education Min-
ister Heffron was forced to consent to further
consideration of the syllabus by the Boaid.
But the Communists now have their toe-hold

-in the schools and are not likely to be dis-
lodged by the present Government.

Further proof of the subservience of the
Teachers’ Federation to the directives of the
Communist Party was furnished on the
occasion of the celebration of the anniversary
of the Russian Revolution on November 5,
1944,

The Federation issued circular to its
members reading : “ Your Federation Council
at its last meeting decided to erganise a
teachers’ section of the procession to be held
on Sunday, November 5th. This demon-
stration is part of Russia Day Celebrations.

“In accordance with the decision of
Council you are asked to march and bring

Yyour friends,

“ 4 children’s section s being organised,
and we should appreciate any effort you are
able to make to secure representation from youy
school .

That proves to what extent the Commun-
ists have already white-anted our educational

- system.

So the cancer of Communism is eating

right into the vitals of our national life,
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Alexander Barmine, for 20 years a

Soviet diplomat, recently summed up the

i i munism thus :
lmm?‘r%ilzltg Zli; (szlglllt.e and unscrupulous con-
spiracy to lay the ground-work for eventuai;ﬂy
seizing power and transferring the com;1 Ty
into a totalitarian Communist dictatorship.
“ The reason Americans are bewildered
is that they cannot understand totalitarian
methods. They imagine that a group aiming
for Communism must advocate Communism.
*“ But totalitarian conspirators do not care
what they advocate. All they want Ii 1?[;0 }?et
their accomplices into key positions. All they

. ; 1" ..
Wa}nt“lfsldlégn?sf‘ faiths, programmes, political
»arties, political associations—to them these
%hings are merely tricks and implements for
i e
selzujgeug falszEstralia.ns we cannot afford to
be tricked. We have everything zf-t sft-a,ke.
Our homes, our families, our Democracy, our
i ijohv%.all, we have the future integrity of
this country ; Australia 1111}st_not bec.on}e &
: re state dominated by Asiatic .Impenahsm.
gi; rulers must not be the hirelings of a
ion State.

Fomighe future of Australia can only be safe
while it is in the hands of men and women
hose outlook is 100 per cent. Austrahan.
’}“Yhe Communist Party is anti-Australian.
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