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Preface

“The Cuban Revolution and Its extenslon’’ 1s a resolutlon first
written in Sepr_ember 1982 and adopted by the Australlan
Soclalist Workers Party at its Natlonal Conference In January
1983. The SWP has also submitted this resolution for considera
tion by the 1985 World Congress Jf the Fourth International

In October 1984, the SWP’s Natlonal Commilttee amended the
resolution, and it is the arr.r-mc-f‘ version that Is presented here
The purpose of these amendements twofold

In the first place, it was felt necessary to take account of two

years of important political developments In the Caribbean and
Central American region: the tragic defeat of the Grenadan
revolution: the consolidation of the power of the workers and
peasants in .\':'r,a:agua despite the stepped-up aggression of the
US-back counterrevolutionaries; the growth of the
revolutionary struggle in El Salvador

Secondly, while updating the resolution, the Natlonal Com

mittee took the opportunity to incorporate the party s inc reased
ii f
L

Revolution.
question SJ.,,J....
the time the resolu
plied the result
26 Movement |
US imperiall
this deficlency

Other changes are primarily the additlon of more detall con
opme in Cuba, and

cerning the development of prol
the rearrangement of several more logical
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1. The central arena of the world
revolution

Since 1979, the Caribbean-Central American region has been
the focal point of the conflict between Imperialism and the
workers of the world. The powerful example of the Cuban
soclalist revolution is calling forth a historic challenge to
capitalism and imperialism. In Nicaragua a workers and
farmers’ government led by proletarian revolutionists Is
guiding society along the road to the creation of a new soclalist
state, while in El Salvador and Guatemala the popular
movements aiming to create similar revolutionary
governments continue to grow in political and military
strength. Vast sums of US military ald to the Nicaraguan
counter-revolutionaries and the Central American dictatorships
have not reversed the revolutionary tide.

Imperialism has therefore put direct military intervention on
the agenda. Imperialism cannot afford to allow the peaceful
consolidation of new socialist states In the reglon. Nor can it
afford new revolutionary victories in EI1 Salvador and
Guatemala. Economically, politically, and militarily, the
Caribbean and Central and South America are the base and
stronghold of US imperialism. In 1962 it demonstrated that it
would risk nuclear war to maintain this stronghold. The stakes
for imperialism are higher today than they were then.

The leaderships of the Central American-Carlbbean
revolution have demonstrated that they cannot be bought off
with promises of aid” and “detente.” They have not been
initimidated by threats. Imperialism has 1o alternative but to
attempt to destroy them.

The US intervention has already begun: The invasion of
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(Grenada following the overthrow of the workers and peasants’
- governmen -nmment in that country was only the most overt attion so

far in a campaign that has Included assassination attempts
against the leaders of the Cuban Communist Party and
Grenadan New Jewel Movement, CIA destabilisation and the
organisation of Honduran-based counter-revolutionaries
against Nicaragua, the supply of “‘advisers’’ and vast quantities
of weapons to the dictatorships in El Salvador and Guatemala.
But this is only the beginning.

US imperialism has not intervened more openly and
massively so far only because of the opposition 1t would
encounter from these revolutions and because of the
tremendous price It would pay both domestically and
worldwide. But Washington will use its own troops massively
when it calculates that that price is outweighed by the cost of
further revolutionary advances in the region.

Helping to defend these revolutions and stave off imperialist
assault must be the highest priority of revolutionary Marxists in
other countries. Concretely, this means doing everything in our
power to raise the price that US imperiallsm would pay for
intervention, primarily by bullding International understanding
of and solidarity with the revolutions of Central America and
the Caribbean. ‘

Revolutionary Marxists must be actlve participants in
solidarity organlsations in each country, helping to create such
organisations where they do not yet exist. urth

World Front in Solids : ity with the People o
aim is to build broad united front actions
class, civil liberties, and all other organ
agreeing on specific anti-lmperialist action

Our press and other propaganda activity s
high priority we place on this central ar
revolution. We should explain to the workers, pa
Imperialist countries, why these revolutions a :
We must help the workers to ldentify with thes
regard the workers and peasants of this ri
comrades, and to understand that they themselv
of revolutionary proletarlan leadership which
head of the Caribbean and Central American re

2. The significance of the Cuban
Revolution

The triumph in Cuba of the guerrilla forces of the July 26
Movement on January 1, 1959, and the passing over of the
revolution from democratic to socialist tasks, culminating in
the creation of a soclalist state in late 1960, represented a major
breakthrough in the worldwide struggle for sociallsm.

As the first soclallst revolution in the Western Hemisphere,
the Cuban Revolution marked the beginning of the end of the
imperialist “pax Americana” established following World War
II. Anti-colonial and anti-imperialist struggles in the postwar
period led to the creation of socialist states in China, North
Vietnam, and North Korea. But while the Imperialist powers
were forced to grant formal political independence to most of
their colonles, throughout the rest of Asla and Africa
Imperialism was able to keep the newly Independent states
within the framework of the capltalist world market,
economically dependent and Incapable of overcoming
underdevelopment. Similarly, In the countries of South and
Central America and the Caribbean — most of which had long
been formally independent — US, and to a lesser extent
European, capital maintained its seemingly unchallengeable
domination, symbolised by the relative ease with which it
overthrew the reformist Arbenz government of Guatemala In
1954.

This seeming Invineibility of the imperialist system was dealt
a powerful blow by the rapld development of the Cuban
Revolutlon and the defeat of the US-organised invasion at Playa
Glron In April 1961. Suddenly, even in Its own ‘‘back yard,” US
imperialism was no longer all-powerful. Soclalist revolution
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The Cuban Revolution

shown to be a practical, realistic path by which i,
rcome imperialist oppression, not merely in countrics
; the Soviet Unilon or other soclalist states, where
assistance against imperialist military aggression was mo, .
‘readily avallable, but anywhere that the explolted toflers wag
a determined struggle with the guidance of a revolutionar,
leadership. Far more than any other of the postwar social
transformations to that time, the Cuban Revolutio
‘demonstrated that socialist revolutlon was necessary ani

- possible on a world scale. The heartland of capital’s empire wa

~ as vulnerable to revolution as its periphery.

Multiplying the Cuban Revolution's impact on th:
International relationship of class forces was the fact that thi-
was the first socialist revolution since the Russian Revolutio:
directed by a leadership that originated outside the Stalinis
current. This independence of Stalinilsm was emphasised anc
reinforced by the conservative and sectarian hostility displaye«
by the Stalinist Popular Soclalist Party for the guerrill:
struggle against Batista until May 1958. Similarly, in the perioc
from January 1, 1959, to the consolidation of the Cuban soclalis!
state, the PSP emerged as the chief ideological proponent
(aside from the bourgeoisle itself) of confining the revolution tc
purely national-democratic tasks, of preventing it growing over
uninterruptedly into a socialist revolution.

The Castro leadership’s independence of Stalinism ensured a
healthy beginning for the Cuban soclalist state. Unlike the
situation in Eastern Europe and China, the soclallst
transformation in Cuba was carrled out with the full and active
participation of the workers and peasants, without bur
restrictions curtailing their mobilisation. Thus,
beginning the Cuban toilers have been able to recognf
galns and the difficulties encountered by the revol
gains and difflculties, rather than as the ach
fallures of a leadership separate from themsel

Internationally, the Cuban Revolution cor
undermining Stallnism’s grip on the labor muc
destroying the bureaucratic misleaderships’ clafm
sole key to soclalist revolution. In the Cuba:i,
Stalinlsm was clearly shown to be a conservative
revolution rather than the key. The Cuban lea
attempted to win over forces to a revolutionary ;
even within the reformist Communist partles in So
— and at times quite successfully. Many, if not
leadership of the pro-Fidelista groups in Latin A
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their origins in the Communist parties. On occasion, the Cubans
have polemicised against specific Communist parties in Latin
America, such as the Venezuelan CP, in defence of those
carrying out a revolutionary orientation.

But the Castro team’s contribution to resolving the crisis of
revolutionary leadership goes beyond the necessary but
negative task of undermining Stalinlsm’s ablility to divert the
revolutionary strivings of the exploited Into class-
collaborationist channels. The Cuban revolutionarles have
provided a host of positive lessons for revolutionaries in other
countries. Among the most important of these are the Cubans’
stress on international solidarity, the necessity of relylng on the
mass organisation and actlvity of the working people, the
centrality of a firm worker-peasant alllance, how to use
diplomacy for revolutionary purposes, and the need to defend
socialist revolution by extending it internationally. These are
key aspects of the Marxist-Leninist program that had been all
but obliterated by decades of Stalinist misleadership of the
socialist states.
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3. Progress against underdevelopment

In a little more than two decades, and under conditlons of
imperialist economic blockade and military threat, the Cuban
Revolution has made huge strides in overcoming the legacy of
underdevelopment and improving the standard of living of the
workers and peasants. While the complete and rational
development of the Cuban economy is impossible so long as it is
not integrated Into a worldwide soclalist economy, Cuba
provides an outstanding example of what can be achleved
through the establishment of a nationallsed, planned economy.

Chronic unemployment, once the scourge of the Cuban
proletariat as of all the neocolonial economies, has been
eliminated.

Despite planning errors in the first decade of the revolution,
based primarily on insufficient appreciation of the objective
limitations on rapid economic development, there has been
sustained growth of the economy. The government has
correctly recognised the importance of protection against the
fluctuations in world market prices for agricultural products,
and has to a large extent secured this protection through long-
term trade agreements with the European soclalist states.

While sugar production remains dominant in the economic
plan, there has been considerable diversification of both
agriculture and industry within the bounds Imposed by the
country’s size and its stage of technologlcal development. There
has been notable progress In mechanisation of sugar and other
agricultural production, a process that both lightens the effort
required of the working class and frees labor to develop other
areas of the economy. Cuba has avolded the overemphasis on
heavy industry achleved at the cost of limitations on mass

13
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| per capita cement and electricity
filve times. The mechanisation of
 number of tractors, which Increased
st decade and a half of the revolution,
ters has declined from 350,000 to
ent In constructlon more than
to 1978.
‘saw a dramatlc rise in Industriz|
- the creation of new branches of
> 48,000 people were employed in tho
alone. The electronics and computer
from scratch. Chemical production
cent of total industrial output, an
uction from 1.4 to 9.7 per cent sincc
@m&u&ﬂm has been maintained, it:
m 26 to 11.5 per cent o!
ping industries such as
rlented.

ctlon Increased more than 19
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Food shortages created by the Imperialist economic blockade
have been largely overcome, and those items still in short
supply are shared equitably through ratloning. Meat and
poultry are still rationed, but fish, eggs, and dairy products,
strictly rationed during the first decade of the revolution, are
freely available at reasonable prices, as are frults and
vegetables in season. The quality and quantity of clothing
available to the average Cuban have also greatly improved.

Cuban workers enjoy benefits such as soclal security, paid
maternity leave, and subsidised holidays superior to those of
workers in many imperialist countries.



July 26, 1980: crowd listening to Fidel in Ciego de Avilg
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4. Social gains

The revolutlon’s Impressive econiomnic gains
matched by equally important soc
beneflt most from these conquests have been
Blacks

Prior to the revolutl
oppression faced Dby
countries. In 1959, only 9.8
and 70 per cent of
Many were forced
were lllegal. Wom:
part In soclety, a
chaperone when they
imperialist domination
and medical care — W

Despite these ob
revolutionary
different role:
women's unit
courageous a

The cr

inata A
llc‘. 3 Fi

revolution
wornen's role
needed to defend the
acceptance of fheir rl
The formation of the C
wormmen (nto revolutionary
formation of the Federatlon of Cul
1960, which provided a means
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The Cuban Revolution

organise to solve the problems they faced as women.

Women played an important role In, and especially benefiieq
from, the mass literacy campalgn carried out In 1961. Over has
the volunteer teachers were women, many of them young
women who had to leave thelr homes and travel Into remote
parts of Cuba — a radical departure from the chaperone systcm
of only a few years earlier. Fifty-flve per cent of those who
learned to read and write were women. As well, women were
encouraged to particlpate in the vast number of new
educational programs being opened up.

Fidel Castro and other Cuban leaders showed the way !
raising consclousness about the role of women in the revolutlon.
The growing confidence of women played a key part in helpin;
to change old attitudes. The Cuban leadership recognised the
need to incorporate women into the workforce both as a mea:
of expanding production and to challenge the economi!
dependence and domestlc isolation of women. In 1968, the FIV
initlated a campaign to draw 100,000 new women into th
workforce each year. During this campalgn many of the old jc
stereotypes were broken down, with women becoming doctor:
tec{gtﬁla:;;. and cane cutters.

e the campaign was successful In this re
highlighted the many problems that Cuban worgg;dfageglsl;
their struggle for equality. While many new women came into
the workforce, domestic pressures, lack of services such as
childcare centres, and continuing sexist attitudes all combined
to make the net increase of women in the workforce average a
lltgﬁn tﬁlder 40};000 a year between 1969 and 1974.

ar problems were also revealed in a stu 3
Fidel Castro after the first People’s Power e‘ligc‘t:l;g??nml;'?g
when only a small percentage of women were gigmec] i

The problems encountered in deepening integ ;ltl £
women into public activity stemmed uirect] : gﬁ l-a?:l;c gf

h

=

material resources in the Cuban eco
particularly acute in the late 1960s and early :
insufficient material resources to build the nec
centres and other such services which would ;
their domestic chores. As well, rationing
provision of soclial services such as free me
that there was not a strong economic incentiv
joln the workforce,

All these problems were analysed by the FM(
Communist Party, and in 1975 a new stag
advancing the struggle for women’s equality, .
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measures were projected such as expanding chlldcare centres,
laundries, and cafeterias; reviving a Women’s Front in the
trade unions to try to solve the problems of women workers;
and a drive to improve the educatlonal level of women. In 1974,
an advanced maternity-leave law was passed.

Particularly important was the opening up of an ideological
campaign to educate people on women's rights. A central
aspect of this campaign was the mass discussion of the new
Family Code, which contained articles stipulating that women

should be equal in marriage, that men should share in

housework and raising children, and that both members of a
couple have an equal right to work and study.

The conscious attention paid to trying to remove obstacles to
women’s full participation in soclety has resulted in further
gains for Cuban women. Many problems still remain. While the
new measures undertaken over recent years have lifted the
percentage of the workforce who are women from 25 per cent to
39 per cent, many women still remain in the home. The struggle
for women’s equality in Cuba, however, has to be viewed as an
ongoing process, a process that has to contend with Cuba’s
economic limitations.

The overall direction of the Cuban leadership in pushing
forward this process is in accord with the traditional Marxist
position of ending the economic chains that maintain the family
system and the oppression of women in capitalist socleties.

Freely available abortion and contraception, easily
obtainable divorce, the right to work, and the provision of soclal
services all help to free Cuban women from economic
dependence on the family. In particular, childcare centres
which provide free meals and medical services, and the new
boarding-school system in which Cuban children participate In
work-study programs, have helped to lighten the burden on
women. These facllities also have benefits for children, who
have the opportunity to develop thelr own confldence and
independence.

Big steps forward have also been made In eliminating racism
in Cuban society. One of the first acts of the revolution was to
ban racial discrimination, which had prevented Blacks In
prerevolutionary Cuba from going into certain areas such as
beaches, hotels, and clubs, and from taking certain jobs. Legal
penalties were introduced for anyone who refused to employ or
provide services to Blacks.

The revolutionary leadership adopted a policy of undermining
the ideology of racism through patient educatlon, exposing the
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class interests served by racial oppression. Typical was the
following in an adult education manual prepared by m.-.
Ministry of Education: '

“In all times and places racism (and national hatred) have
been the means to oppress people. To justify colonial oppressi
in Asia and Africa, the colonials invoked the ‘inferiority’ of 1|
people. The anti-national groups in our country, the gre
interests (foreign companies, large landholders, parasi
magnates) found racial discrimination and the persistencc of
prejudice beneficial and convenient, because they contribu d
to divisions among the people and permitted them to have -
their disposal a reserve labor force for the most arduous wo
and creating fears that maintain distrust and weaken f
Revolution. .

“Racial prejudice and discrimination in Cuba date from th
slave period during which it reached its greatest height. It w:
necessary to proceed as if the slave war not a human being,
was an inferior being, and it likewise suited the slaveholder |
make the slave believe this in order to dominate him mor
easily.

“When slavery ended, there remained in societ
discriminatory venom that used to justify it, since thi"—.: c}rl}l?ei?;rgi
inferiority accumulated against those who were exploited as
slaves continued to be used once they were free to oppress themn
and their descendants as Negroes.

““The nature of the relationship of subordination that our
country maintained until recently with the United States, wher
racial segregation has so much virulence, also contrib'uted te
the persistence in Cuba of discriminatory at’ﬁiudes This h 3
lot to do with the fact that when the War of In ’ E-
over the foreign occupiers depr ed humble
the Negroes, of the opportunity to p
development and enjoyment of the wealth

‘““Whites and Negroes participated
revolutionary war against Batista and his f

“The Cuban nation, then — its culture, its
— is inconceivable if the Negro is left out of th

revolutionary present. The union and brotherhg
Negroes is indispensable for the t i
Revolution. . . .’ (quoted in How Cuba
Discrimination, by Harry Ring. Ploneer Pub]

While racial prejudice still exists among bz
of the older generation, it is no more than a disap;
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of the past. And Cuba’s internationalist and anti-imperialist
torelgn policy has made it a leading fighter against racism
internationally.

In recent years, the government has also repealed the laws
inherited from prerevolutionary Cuba that made homosexuality
a crime. Also abandoned are the propaganda campaigns
against homosexuality that were carried out in the early years
of the revolution. While anti-homosexual prejudices remain
strong in Cuba and there has been no official effort to counter
them, sexual preferences are regarded as a person’s private
affair.

Cuba is also outstanding in Latin America for the
development of the arts since the beginning of the revolution.
The unfortunate Padilla affair of 1971, which might have
heralded moves towards imposing the sterile cultural
conformity of the Stalinised socialist states, has not been
repeated. On the contrary, there is wide freedom of expression
within the revolution, and Cuban arts, particularly film,
literature, and music, are widely known for both their
serlousness and diversity. The Cuban government and mass
organisations act on the belief that cultural pursuits and sports
should not be the exclusive preserve of a small elite, but part of
the normal recreational activity of workers and farmers.
““Amateur’’ movements in various artistic fields are a product
of this concern.

The truly remarkable gains of the Cuban Revolution —
achieved despite imperialist sabotage and economic blockade
— make it obvious why Cuba continues to be a revolutionary
inspiration for the exploited and oppressed of Latin America
and of much of the rest of the underdeveloped world. Indeed,
with the long-term stagnation of the international capitalist
economy and the accompanying attacks on workers' living
standards, Cuba will more and more provide even the working
classes in the imperialist countries with a favorable example of
what can be achieved through a government that represents the
interests of workers «nd working farmers.

Cuba’s example is made all the more powerful by the
revolution’s long record of selfless internationalism. Instead of
hoarding their hard-won gains to themselves, the Cuban people
have sought to share them with other peoples victimised by
imperialist exploitation. The thousands of Cuban
internationalist doctors, teachers, techniclans, and agricultural
speclalists working in other countries are living proof of the
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great progress that has been and is still b

elng made |
revolution — progress In both material well-b:i::-,.- |
creating a society whose highest principle is human solid .

. - - " T .
ool courses combine productive work with formal stud'

5. The creation of the Cuban socialist
state

The program of the July 26 Movement from the time of its
founding until after the victory over Batista was a
revolutionary-democratic one. It centred on such demands as
constitutional rule by the majority, equality before the law, and
punishment of those who had usurped the government. Its social
and economic program did not explicitly go beyond the
framework of bourgeois property relations, but the
revolutionary-democratic content of its proposals had a clearly
transitional character. These included profit-sharing by
workers, confiscation of illegally amassed wealth, and
nationalisation of the electricity and telephone trusts. The
centrepiece of the social program was a thorough agrarian
reform, to enforce the provision of the 1940 constitution that
forbade the holding of more than 1000 acres in a single property.

The Castro grouping subordinated everything they did,
including military action, to publicising their revolutionary-
democratic aims. As a result, even setbacks could be turned to
advantage. The July 26, 1953, attack on the Moncada army
barracks th: launched the revolutionary struggle was a
military defeat for the rebels. But it was converted into a
political victory by the propagandising of the rebels’ aims and
Castro's famous court speech "‘History Will Absolve Me."” The
wave of popular support for the rebels forced Batista to release
Castro from prison. In launching the next stage of the struggle,
Castro again put politics ahead of military considerations,
publicly announcing in advance that the Granma would be
landing in Cuba.

As the Rebel Army they formed in the Sierra Maestra

23



24 The Cuban Revolution

mountains began to consolidate its military position, the Casy,
team began to implement their radical agrarian program i‘-‘w\rl}[u
territory they controlled. This won them increasing m..l. i “
among the peasantry. ol
While the main base of support for the Rebel Army wag
among the peasantry, the July 26 Movement leaders also .Q( n rLI
to build support among the urban working class ‘dn:.. ‘.‘-{p
agricultural workers on the big plantations (latifundia). I
student movement was also an important base of support, |V nl\
of the July 26 Movement leaders had themselves become
politically active originally as students, and the student-ba-ed
Revolutionary Directorate was an urban ally of the t ;1
guerrillas. Activity in the citles involved raising funds «nd
supplies for the Rebel Army, gathering intelligence, spreadiig
prgpaganda, strikes, and acts of sabotage. i a
general strike called for April 9, 1958, fail
number of objective and subjective factors. ?i(:r?(fnag rtiseulltaz
was the conservatism of the Stalinist Popular Soclalist Par
and the bourgeois-liberal allies of the July 26 Movement. As ti
struggle deepened the differences between the latter almd th
revolutionary forces around Castro became clearer I
Through 1958 popular opposition to the corrupt ;md brutal
Batista dictatorship continued to grow. Finally, unable t r? i
the military advances of the Rebel Army a;ad the w:n? err;
popular support for it, the ranks of Batista’s army be afl ?
revolt and discipline broke down in the officer corps SE 1
for the July 26 Movement in the cities now 'befg-:lrt
overwhelming, with a general strike preparing the way for the
R?It‘:;; Alntny’s entry to Havana in January 1959, i
victory over Batista resulted j
in which bourgeois forces held the r:llrclasE: ;t:-alitlon e
bourgeois liberals, Manuel Urrutia and Miro
respectively president and prime minister, w
tm‘n‘k no post in the government. Fidel late;-
The revolution was not sectarian; if the reve
sectarian, it would never have put into th
government such gentlemen as Rufo Lopez
Cardona or Mr. Justo Carrillo and some others
knew how those gentlemen thought: we knew t
plenty conservative mentality. But the fa
government itself of the republic, in the firs
triumph, was not in the hands of the revolutlo
government itself of the republic was not in the
men who had spent many years struggling and ":-'.
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was not in the hands of the men who had been in prisons and had
fought in the mountains:it was not in the hands of the men who
lit that revolutionary spark and knew how, even in the moments
of greatest uncertainty and sceptieism, to carry aloft the
panner of the revolution, and with that the faith of the people, to
bring them to the triumph.”’ (Bohemia, April 2, 1961, quoted in
The Nature of the Cuban Revolution, Education for Socialists,
pp. 23-24)

The Castro team, learning from the 1954 CIA-organised coup
against the reformist Arbenz government in Guatemala,
refused to allow the reconstitution of a bourgeois military force.
They immediately moved to disband the remnants of Batista’s
army and police.

Thus a situation analogous to the dual power created by the
February 1917 revolution in Russia appeared in Cuba during the
early months of 1959. While armed power lay with the worker-
peasant Rebel Army headed by Castro, the bourgeois liberals
held the governmental apparatus in thelr hands. As Fidel later
commented:

«] recall in those early days the responsibility for making
revolutionary laws was left in their hands. . . . Throughout
the whole period, we walted to see what would
happen. . The first weeks went by and they had not passed
a single revolutionary law. We had to put up with this because
some of the gentlemen had a certailn followlng among the
people. . . . (Fidel Castro Speaks on Marxism-Leninism, p.
27)
The contradiction between the government’s inaction and the
revolutionary-democratic goals which the Castro team
continued to argue for had to be resolved. On February 16,
Castro became prime minister, with a mandate to implement
his democratic program.

On May 17, the agrarlan reform law was adopted. Holdings
larger than 1000 acres were seized and distributed among
landless peasants and agricultural workers. All the cane land
belonging to large sugar mills was taken, as was land owned by
non-Cubans. The former landowners were compensated with
long-term government bonds. The Natlonal Institute of
Agrarian Reform (INRA) was created to oversee the reform; it
became another and important element of the counterpower to
the bourgeols elements of the provislunal government.

Other measures carrled out included the elimination of
governmental corruption, reductlon of housing rents by 30 to 50
per cent, reduction of taxes on most wage-earners by two-thirds
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and the prosecution of wealthy tax-evaders f
gambling dens and brothels yof Havana, (;otnhf‘;sgiaotslcl;;lg v o
homes of wealthy emigres, the imposition of curren.‘:_h -W
import controls, and the opening of the books of US-'-P e
utilities, followed by a reductlon in thelr charges g
However, the bourgeols liberals continued t'o use ftl
governmental positions to resist the most radical meas 3 3
particularly the agrarian reform. Matters came to a he I- i
July 1959, when President Urrutia’s opposition to the a k .
re'fr(;:*m law led to Castro’s resignation. i
e revolutionary leadership of the 1
supported by the trade unlonsf organlselllulg szeiié\gﬂgf m“ '
demonstrations that forced Urrutia to resign. He was re ln;l ]
by Osvaldo Dorticos, a firm supporter of Castro, and l()jaLs
resumed his post as prime minister. While bourge’ois eleme:
remained in the government for some time after this, the WI'
unable to resist the implementation of the Castro ’grouy lne'
rwe;-cﬁ:;igr;:?; x;neasures. Basing himself on the support [;f ﬁi
on; g r;egilzfes.es, Castro was able to remove them one b
he mass mobilisations in July 1959 prod
class relationship of forces that enabledpthe 1.(llfiesrtlra:? gslk"l(?:-xt 1in tr:t.
rtzsolve the dual power situation in favor of the wc»r]u(egsng (Oi
gr{a;:mt:;h'ﬁhe government that emerged out of the July ;91;')9
coallt,l A 0: still including personnel from the bourgeois
i ugmext‘Frnent set up in January 1959, was nevertheles
Goverr?me ta vely different character from the latte y
representercli a::] power was now In the hands of those whr '
the exploiting f:l:lazgzes'tlfhgf\:rzs '\3:: g thax{:
’ S now
Lr;a:ge:@to use this lever to defend their exls(:ﬁ:gn gt;:;he b
nquer new ones, including the eventua il 0 g0
capitalist exploitation. e nation of

rot: government indepg
l(;?utrgeoisw, and a “‘short eplsode on the rl:)den
CT lalltershlp of the proletariat.” “
i :eigf{: 251 dsu;h ba guvgrnment was first conc‘f
aborated on at the F
Communist Intern e o
ational in 1922, The “T
i h
;gszlt:;in at that congress describe the workiizs
ent as a government that is “born out of t
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the masses, is supported by workers’ bodies that are capable of
fighting, bodies created by the most oppressed sections of the
working masses.”

According to the “Theses,” the elementary measures which
distinguish such a government ‘‘consist in arming the
proletariat, disarming the counterrevolutionary bourgeois
organisations, installing supervision over production, shifting
the main burden of taxation onto the rich, and smashing the
resistance of the bourgeois counterrevolution.” They point out
that such governments fall short of representing the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, but are still an important starting-
point for winning this dictatorship.”

The Castro government as it emerged out of the July 1959
crisis fulfilled these criteria. It was formed out of the struggle of
the worker-peasant masses and based itself on thelr
mobilisations and on the armed power of the worker-peasant
Rebel Army. Its independence from the bourgeoisle was
indicated by its refusal to subordinate the implementatlion of its
revolutionary-democratic program to the interests and
property rights of the bourgeoisie, either Cuban or forelgn.

Regardless of the number of bourgeois-democratic tasks not
yet completely solved, or the number of soclallst tasks on which
a beginning had been made In the period of dual power, the
creation of the workers and peasants’ government was a
qualitative leap on the road to soclalist revolution. From that
point on, the long-term safeguarding of capitalist property
would have required the destruction of the workers and
peasants’ government (by domestic counter-revolution or
foreign imperialism).

The workers and peasants’ government was also a necessary
stage in the process of creating the Cuban soclalist state. The
number of uncompleted bourgeols-democratic tasks and the
specific weight of the peasantry in Cuban soclety dictated that
the destruction of the old order could be accomplished only
through a government based upon both exploited classes and
dedicated to solving the historic tasks specific to each of these
classes. The expropriation of the blg bourgeoisie could not be
carried out Instantaneously. Until that expropriation was
accomplished, capitalist property relations still predominated,
and therefore the full dictatorship of the proletariat had not
come into existence. The Cuban workers and farmers’
government was thus the transitional form of state power of a
soclety passing from the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie to the
dictatorship of the proletariat.
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6. The political course of the Castro
leadership

In preparing the struggle against the Batista regime and its
imperialist backers, the young intellectuals who became the
leaders of the July 26 Movement carefully studied the history of
revolutions, successful and unsuccessful, In Latin America,
Europe, and Asia. This study, combined with the concrete
experience of attempting to mobilise the social forces necessary
to overthrow the dictatorship, enabled the Castro team to
develop a program and strategy of alllances based on the
Marxist-Leninist strategy of revolution in the underdeveloped
countries.

The Castro team did not use Marxist terminology or present
an explicitly Marxist analysis of Cuban soclety and its relations
with imperialism. But it was able to lead the Cuban workers and
peasants in implementing the Marxist program of socialist
revolution because this program, as Marx and Engels
themselves explained in the Communist Manifesto, is not
“hased on ideas or princlples that have been invented, or
discovered, by this or that would-be universal reformer.”
Rather, it is based on “actual relations springing from an
exlsting class struggle, from a historical movement going on
under our very eyes.” Marx, Engels, and — using their
sclentific method — thelr successors uncovered the
fundamental laws of motion of capitallst soclety and its
transformation, through the revolutionary action of the
proletariat and its allles, into soclalist society. On the basis of
these objectlve laws of motion they formulated a program
expressing ‘‘the line of march, the conditions, and the ultimate
general results of the proletarian movement.”
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The decisive role of the alllance of the working class ang the
poor peasantry, under the leadership of the fory,
completing the national-democratle revolution ang (p,
uninterrupted growing over of this revolution Into 4 <, allst
revolution are not merely desirable goals, but objective 4. of
the class struggle.

It was therefore not necessary for the masses of
workers and peasants to accept an explicitly Marxist pr.
In order to begin the transformation of soclety. Mobilised |
July 26 Movement to carry through its revolution
democratic program, they inevitably met obstacles that .
be overcome only by sociallst measures, which the Fid
leadership then implemented with mass support. In this
the workers and peasants overcame through thelr
experiences the ant{-Marxist conditioning of capita
propaganda.

In an article that appeared In the armed forces magaz
Verde Olivo on October 8, 1960, Che Guevara outlined a simi
explanation of the course of the revolution:

“This is a unique revolution which some people mainta
contradicts one of the most orthodox premises of th
revolutionary movement, expressed by Lenin: ‘Without
revolutionary theory there is no revolutionary movement.’
would be suitable to say that revolutionary theory, as the
expression of a social truth, surpasses any declaration of it:
that is to say, even If the theory is not known, the revolution can
succeed if historical reality is interpreted correctly and if the
forces are utilized correctly.

18r. In

i0dn
iIm

ne

ta

“There are truths so evident, so much a Part of people’s
knowledge, that it is now useless to discuss m. One ought to
be a “Marxist’ with the same naturalness which one is
‘Newtonlan’ in physies, or ‘Pasteurian’ in

““The Cuban Revolution takes up Marx at
himself left science to shoulder his revolut|
takes him up at that point, not in a revis
struggling against that which follows Marx,
Marx, but simply because up to that point ]
placed himself outside of the history he s
From then on Marx, the revolutionary,
history.

“We practical revolutionaries, initlating our
llnqﬂymlﬁuthzlnwsmrueenbyMarx. the
simply adjusting ourselves to the predictions ¢
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road of rebellion, struggling against the
Marxt asc‘::,ler;rsfvzlou'lg, supporting ourselves In the people for
i :i::tructlon of this structure, and having the happiness of
:Efs people as the basis of our Strugg’l?. That 1.~; to Hu’yl, ?pd I.T 1:,
11 to emphaslze this once agaln_: The la.w.s of Marxism ar
i t in the events of the Cuban Revolution, Independently of
E:heasfl;ts leaders profess or fully know of those laws from a
th?‘?ﬁ:ﬁ:hﬁiﬁ?l?i;ﬁ?ends the Insurrection, But the men who
arrive in Havana after two years of arduous s‘n‘uggie in [Huj-
mountains and plains of Orlente, In the plains of f‘.alm‘-igu(‘y,‘ dll"ll:
in the mountalns, plains, and clties of Las Vil!,j.'-,., .drj‘ r}r; dire
same men, ldeologically, who landed on the b«.;cn<,-,1 o “,I.P.
Coloradas, or who took part in the first phase of th:». sl f.;;,];;m;
Thelr distrust of the campesino has been conver urr i
affection and respect for his virtues; their total ign?r??;jl I:HJM
In the country has been converted Into a anwin?g:_ :', s mmn-;
of our guajiros; their flirtations with statistlcs d-nfj wit y
have been fixed by the cement »_vhich is praz;rircl«”‘ L
“With the banner of Agrarian Reform, the o?aw..u mn "i' “m,n
begins in the Slerra Maestra, these men r:rmrr_o.m Impe ;nr:-h‘lh#
They know that the Agrarlan Reform s the haai.al uprmJ v‘; :rl— ”ar.]
new Cuba must bulld itself. They know a}qu Thdr') tihith- ‘g s? b
Reform will glve land to all the dlSp(}SSf‘Sb‘.“d, s u( .:hm .
dispossess its unjust possessors; and they I;.);‘V, oo
greatest of the unjust possessors are also influentla ; it
State Department or in the government of the Umtu.jru.i‘w Mm
America. But they have learned m];JUi?t{gaihﬂji[i;‘;rn-{Ir)r‘ b
bravfl‘y'. “:fihlﬁzsa}f;tv}:a Ei::}c\l; igzgﬁt:ﬂ ,!u1ure of libﬁermfrm 1‘hat
g::zﬁt":'s{lsaon the other side ofl(;ués.)suﬂerlngs. ' (Che Guevara
sp;?dke’f ﬁgggnlt:eudm;s}:ierl;flllff ‘explanaﬁun of his own political
1963: ;
evgi‘t“\?:slg Z?:ﬁ:‘gf&is, a dynamic process 1.“ whlcl:v:{l:;
pressure of events forced me to accept Marxism as the ans
m."‘égaz'asle‘::;tieg:{rnegl;)ped, I gradually moved Inlz;‘:\u:i’r::ss:
Leninist position. I cannot tell you }ust Wh;n'f;::bil;i Matthews,
gradual and so natural.” (Fidel Castro, by He
2 1861]he two decades since, the Cuban revolutionariT; ﬁ:;:
fu:'?her enriched thelr understanding of Marxism, bo
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theoretical studies and from the

Cuban socialist state. This can be seen through

dan exar

of a number of key areas of their policy.

experlence of lea

7. The alliance of workers and peasants

: as nee : {ed out in the course of
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collectivised.

At the same time, small farmers were Buaranteed the t{{), i
thelr lands. The revolution saw ta it that they recelved . her
Important benefits as well, Including the lteracy cam); lgn,
health care, new housing, and schools,

The first reform left a significant layer of agricu
capltalists and rich peasants, estimated by Carlos |
Rodriguez (Cuba en el transito al soclalismo) to number
10,000, and holding an average of about 170 hectares each. 1), s
layer collaborated with the counter-revolutionary | ds
established by the CIA in remote areas of the Island in 194 d
1962, and also engaged In economic sabotage. The secrong
agrarian reform, in October 1963, eliminated this layer.

All landholdings greater than 67 hectares were exproprila
(As In the first reform, compensation was paid in long-t
Bovernment bonds. This time, however, the compensation

alue of the land.) Fidel Castro summarised
reasons for the second reform, and its limits, in a Speech to i
Third Congress of the Natlonal Association of Small Farme
(ANAP) in May 1967:

“Naturally, it was absolutely necessary to carry out a secon
reform. Why was It so vital? Because a large part of thos
landowners who still had between

250 and 500 hectares wer:
virtually sabotaging production, It was necessary to carry out
the other agrarlan reform,

“What did they do then? They began to say,
coming next.’ Then the Revolution stated — and this Revolution
has been characterized by doing what it says, It has been
characterized by its seriousness, for keeping its word — the
Revolution said, ‘there will be no more agrarian r,

t

eforms.’ The
Process of agrarian laws and reforms lasted up to that moment
in fact.” ¢

ral
el
out

‘Our turn {s

and that means they’re golng to soclalize your
along and said to the peasant farmers, ‘This {g
that means we're not golng to soclalize your
soclalism is a realistic and scientiflc conception
because the poor and explolted peasant Is defin
the working class, And since the poor and exploit
an ally of the working class, the peasantry must b
revolutionary, it must be treated as a comrade,
must receive all the political consideration to
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enlf"mlfg\;v';ng the Fifth Congress of the Natlonal Assoclation of
o

ernment stepped up efforts to
SO Farme;i 1?aiﬂz}shfog§¥nalgamale Into co-operatives.
s Smoeru::lcm' the alm is to convince the small farmers,
s 2o noct and ex’ample, that the change will Improve thelr
o argumc::l living conditions. In the December 3, 1979, issue of
working; ental Press, Jose Perez described a conversation
lnt':r?l?:;nnJose Leon, the vice-president of ANAP, had with
o bers of the Antonlo Maceo Brigade: v
mﬁrf.l on told us that the government would like to a :
towaid collectivization of the small farms ?Sd C};ulri)kls}m ;1?.
but not at the cost of breaking its pledg : e
?::frigii’ He said their policy was based on the program o
C[:l‘n'l';‘]l?:iggglh:;;“tisemr.evolutlon is to elimine;)te 1thet dlff:zer;ii
de and the city. The basic tool w
E!sait:{ge‘?ilg:]}tlengﬁ?strgi;motion of cooperatives, convincing the
Sn'l‘a‘léVfai:r;l:’I; take any other measures except convincing the
san‘:s If we are Incapable of convincing the Cubandfagtr;f;ir
lt)lfé"ilt colle-ctive production is better than individual pr‘o suwoulé
that means we have failed politlcally. F‘?rce,d‘ 'measute
mean the political failure of our revolu;;rgp o A
In a speech to the Sixth Congress of DR
Fidel Castro re-emphasised both the ga:r}? Ofarms e 8
formation of co-operatives foneicfoh: wso&s I A
goxernmeél‘tr'esnptllelgiﬁgehtl:;te? 0TO percent — nes;rly :3}(1) pigrzr?i ;If
‘lan ade avallable under the
o landL(l\r’lv(;htl)?'lzithEi;dr?n other ways and rented lan(r:1a1 rhi?
o o included In state enterprises in oney w g e
i bee?lad reached a point where the economy an e
e uired that agricultural production on L
PODUIaHGnmrtE‘q% percent of the land be developed techn'lca“ \“
e Olvale ownership had given all or nearly a -
Small-sgale A ne was being harvested by machine in m‘iaé
could. bugarcdaustmg techniques were belng used m. s;:; i
B cmp-d esticldes and irrigation systems W(‘l.P -Tmi
ggilzllf)gi:ds' £ziirlll th[.l)s was practically impossible with so many tin
A, Following the 2nd Agrarian Reform Law,”ir“u;s
#i4s S W st land reform -- tha ;
ann?:gggg ci)i?gi rtegsz ‘idznctlhﬁliﬁ)mmise was kept. It was also
eve

e —
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promised that no farmers would be compelled to join a farr, g,
a cooperative, and this, too was and will be strictly kep( ,.
Pepe [Ramirez, president of ANAP] pointed out here at (he eng
of his speech. This principle has been scrupuls 1sly
respected. . . .

“I wasn’t an ardent believer in cooperatives.

“Whenever I speak of higher forms of production, I've alvayg
thought and still think that state enterprises are the hipi
I've always liked the idea of having agriculture develo; like
industry and of having agricultural workers be like indu ‘
workers. An industrial worker doesn’t own the indusi
production, except as part of the people, for the people ar
owners of industry and production.

“I've always liked that form the best, but it wasn’t the
realistic one. The most realistic form — since the most real;
thing is always the most revolutionary one — for the farm
land, that 20 to 25 percent of the land that the farmers retain
was to use both methods: state enterprises a
cooperatives. . . .

“We made little headway in 1977. As I recall, according
Pepe's report, there were 44 cooperatives, with 6052 hectares
land. It was slow going at first. It seemed it would take a lot ¢
work for the idea of the cooperatives to catch on, but we saic
there should be no pressure or haste, that we should let the
farmers gradually convince themselves of the advantages
offered by the cooperatives. That was how this movement
began.

‘T used to think — and I still do — that this movement will last
eight or ten years more, until a higher form of production is
introduced on most of the land now individ owned, . .

“I think our countryside will have a g ure and I am
sure that the day will come when, the state
enterprises and the cooperatives, our agri '
developed — not just for Latin America,

(APPLAUSE) without resorting to viole;
coercion and with the strictest respect for
farmers’ feelings and wishes.” (Granma We
30, 1982).

By May 1984, the co-operative movement

succeeded in forming 1457 co-operatives, coverin
the land owned by small farmers. '
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neasant alllance — one of the most central
i Oltlest?cfr‘:zztglgl revolution in an agricultural country o rhel
= olutionary leadership has for more than two decades
o t a progressive and flexible agrarian policy
carrledh 0: in history. The lessons of this experience have
l'um’latcd‘:‘the Marxist understanding of relations hetween thel
enrlt.'ile jat and the peasantry under a workers and peasants
g;?rfr::nent and under the dictatorship of the proletariat.
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8. The development of proletarian
democracy

From its beginning to the present day, the Cuban Revolution
has been characterised by an extremely high level of active par-
ticipation by the masses of workers and farmers. From the two
Declarations of Havana to the five-million strong March of the
Fighting People in 1980, the masses have mobilised again and
again to defend and advance their revolution.

The great popularity of the leadership team around Fidel
Castro is a product not only of the tremendous social and
economic gains brought by the revolution, but also of the
Castroists’ acute sensitivity to the needs and concerns of the
working people, their ability to express the most pressing
problems of the masses and suggest ways in which they can be
overcome. The leadership has repeatedly stressed that the
progress of the revolution must be the work of the workers and
farmers themselves, not of government administrators or party
officials.

Because of the success of the leadership in meeting the needs
and wishes of the Cuban people, the process of institutionalising
forms of mass democratic activity has proceeded relatively
slowly in a situation in which a shortage of experienced cadres
and economic problems caused by imperialist hostility made it
difficult to proceed more rapidly.

Such institutions have never been totally lacking, of course.
The National Revolutionary Militlas of the early years of the
revolution were intended not only for defence against im-
perialist attack, but also to provide a guarantee against a
miltary coup. The Committees for the Defence of the Revolu-
tion, in addition to guarding agalinst sabotage and other forms of

39
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counter-revolutionary activity, became to Some depr
of popular control at the local level; in addition the
replaced the police, to that extent doing away wit}
sibility of law being enforced in d manner contrary to th
the masses. The Federation of Cuban Women (FM(C)
in 1960, has been a vehicle for expressing the Special int
Women; while it has no formal pPower to initiate or vef
tion, the FMC’s views are clearly taken into accoun
government in formulating policy.
But the need for more institutionalised democratic f
guard against bureaucratic abuses began to make itsel
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party, their vanguard
against bureaucracy.',’
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Moscow's support for Escalante, but also to the danger that the
«microfaction” could gain a base of support from layers of the
party or state apparatus becoming demoralised by economic
problems and the strains imposed by imperialist blockade and
military threats.

The problems arising in the course of the unsuccessful
attempt to harvest 10 million tons of sugar in 1970 showed that
instltutionalised democratic structures were desirable on
economic grounds as well as for curbing bureaucracy. Not only
did the campaign lead to serious disruptions in the economy, but
it also resulted in a decline of the activities of the mass
organisations, as party cadres turned their attention to the
harvest.

In his July 26 speech that year, Fidel placed the blame for
these problems squarely on the leadership: ‘“We are going to
begin in the first place, by pointing out the responsibility which
all of us, and I in particular, have for these problems. . . ."”

. Later in this speech, Fidel emphasised that it was workers on
the job who often understood better than their leaders what was
needed in a particular situation:

“And workers with torn shoes and clothes were asking for
lathes, machine tools and measuring instruments — more
concerned about this than with thelr other problems. Even in
spite of the bad food supply, they were more concerned with the
factory and production than with food. And this Is really
impressive. This is really a lesson for us. This is a living
confirmation of the reality of the proletariat and what it is
capable of. The industrial proletariat 1s the truly revolutionary
class, the most potentlally revolutionary class (APPLAUSE).

“What a practical lesson in Marxism-Leninism! We began as
revolutionaries, not in a factory, which would have been a great
help for all of us. We began as revolutionaries through the study
of theory, the intellectual road, the road of thought. And it would
have helped all of us if we had come from the factories and
known more about them, because it Is there that the really

revolutionary spirit of which Marx and Lenin spoke Is to be

found.”
Later that y
branches of

economlc problems, and thelr solut
«tAdministration on a large scale Is a sclence,” Fidel said at

one of these meetings. «And we certainly do not have this kind
of scientists. Therefore the terrific amount of confusion, mis-
takes and snafus that exist in this fleld are almost understan-

ear, a series of meetings with workers in different
production were held to discuss grievances,
fons.
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dable. In addition, there are problems of ap Ideolog|
political nature. Public administration is st deeply impyq
with a petty-bourgeois SpIrit. . . . There is no doubt (.., this
antiworker spirit, this scorn for the workers, exists 41, ng 1
number of administrators. . . .

He also denounced bureaucrats who used thelr positior
tain special privileges for themselves: “Now that ‘
abolished capitalism, who are the only exploiters that are |, f?
Who are the ones who can exploit us today? Those wh; f
take privileges. Privileges can be a factor In exploit|
working people. We must always fight with everything
Bot against any manifestation of privilege-taking.”

One measure that was instituted to fight bureau:
privilege was the establishment of workers’ control ove
tribution of scarce commoditles, through assemblies th
on who will receive goods that are in short supply.

The Cuban leaders also set about consclously stepping u;
activities of the mass organisations, particularly the Com:

tees for the Defence of the Revolution, which Include the big :
jority of the Cuban population.

In 1974, the Cuban revolutionaries be

al

Revolution,

Nominations to the Municipal assembly of People’s Powe;
are made by mass meetings and elections conducted by secres
ndidates for each seat,

of a skilled worker, have been regarded by M
time of the Paris Commune as Importa
bureaucratic degeneration or usurpation,
People’s Power system also correspon
system in that delegates to provincial asg
national assembly are chosen by the mun
rather than by direct election, thus assuring a g
of control over delegates,

The Russian soviets arose originally as ¢
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able to distinguish between problems rooted in objectiye
conditions and those issuing from subjective conditions ( nly |y
this way will each delegate and voter be able to tackle in earpey
the problems caused by subjective conditions, problems Itke
hygiene in a restaurant, poor service to the public in a store or
unmotivated committees, assemblies, delegates, bureay rats
For all these problems can be overcome by improved : 1des
and a commitment to serlous effort, and they should never be
confused with objective problems that can only be solved by the
process of development.” (ibid, p.216)

By law, all organisations, including the Communist |
are torbidden to present or campaign for candidates or
However, the small size of electoral districts ( up to abo
people) means that voters are likely to be familiar with the
political views of candidates. Use of the right of recal
provides a method of selecting delegates on the basis of poli
program.

The development of People’s Power has been paralleled
greater measure of control over production by the work
concerned. The economic plan, as it applies to each factory, is
discussed and voted upon by the workers of that factory. Tt
have the right to reject the proposals for their factory, and ¢
plan does not apply until they have ratified it. Assemblies
workers also control production norms, and electe
representatives are part of the management of enterprises
These measures of workers’ control have been developec
primarily following 1970 and the subsequent reorganisation o
unions along industrial lines.

Another measure of the Cuban Revolution’s continuec
democratic progress and control of bureaucratic abyse g the
lack of a big spread in wage scales, Nominally, the ratio of the
lowest to the highest wages is about 110 8; in Practice the figure
is closer to 1to 3. A good part of this discrepancy is based not on
higher salaries for administrators but on the “historic wage,”
which since 1973 is being gradually eliminateq, Because :)f
bonuses for exceeding production norms, workerps
earn higher wages than administrators (who are nc
these bonuses). Unlike the Stalinised socialist st
also no special shops catering to bureaucratg
standards are alg
fact that many essentials are provided free
prices to all Cubans. This includes health
childeare, rent, and meals at work, :

The process of “institutionalisation” is not

= 5 =

)
d
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unist Party, are aware that
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easants, and the deliberate leadership
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The Cuban mas
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most suitable forms
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n workers a ;
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of the limitations of the guerrilla strategy during the 19605 4, i
early 1970s. The guerrillaists’ failure to orient towards the 1+ _
ses with a Leninist conception of a vanguard party weakene
them against reformists who consciously built themse]ve )
base in mass organisations. The central question was whethe,
class struggle or class collaboration represented the roaq
forward for the exploited masses, but the reformists were al
to pose the alternatives as “mass work” or isolated guerrill
bands.

In these conflicts, the Cuban leaders always sided una
biguously with the revolutionaries against the reformists. TJ
stance led to extremely sharp polemics with the conservatise
Communist parties of Latin America and the effort by th
Cubans to create an international organising centre for an
imperialist struggles in the form of the Organisation of ILai
American Solidarity. Fidel Castro’s state visit to Chile, duri:
which he repeatedly warned of the need to mobilise and arm th
masses against the threat from Imperialism and the Chilea
right wing, typifies the Cubans’ revolutionary attitude.

The escalation of US ageression against Vietnam and th:
mass struggle of the Vietnamese against the invader began i
clarify the debate between revolutionaries and reformists by
showing that armed revolutionary struggle and the involvemen
of the masses are not counterposed alternatives but com
Plementary aspects of a single revolutionary strategy. The
Cubans’ militant solidarity with the Vietnamese was thus based
not only on recognition of what the Vietnamese resistance con-
tributed to the defence of the Cuban revolution but also on the
belief that the Vietnamese were setting an example that could
be and would have to be followed by all the countries explojted
by imperialism — a beljef summed up in Che’s call to “Create
two, three, many Vietnams.”

At the same time, the Cuban leaders have always peen
careful not to abuse their authority by factional intervention in
the affairs of other revolutionary organisations, While the
Cubans are clear in their support for other revolutionaries they
do not try to force their advice on others who have not lllkéd for

upulous nop.

Unlike its impact in Latin America, during its first
Cuban Revolution did not galvanise broad I
revolutionary or radicalising forces In the Imperialist ¢
with the partia] exception of sections of the Black mi
the United States, This sltuatfon began to change fo
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st the Vietnam War and with the
e:ng?lwifle:ll:g-class struggles In response ,m (;hi
in the International capltallst econom_»-. h,ln :
e ign of this change Is the possibility of approﬂ(_: ng
L 15 o in the United States (of whom there were .U(J:’OOO
o ningo ening of Marlel). Beginning In the m1dv19r:05,
o ev‘.lglts by individual Cubans in the US who were
g Wetrethe revolution. The revolutionary government tl}:en
o t0 ropose visits by young Cubans who had been taﬂ er:
o ptheir parents while they were children. The r:ﬁ
e of the Antonio Maceo Brigade, consisﬂngﬁ of h
demglgti\?glted Cuba at the end of 1977 and beginning of 1978. The
g:ggncf, of 200 people, to'ured in 1‘;9
B lhi AnDI'Onggila(;;O\»'}:ilfh the Cuban government
& = : o | Tend
Etall!l()ectl‘etetch out to the Cuban commuml?qm fhef(ur:)k;;cz
e ike other national minorities in the US, h_w ® (w
gltl.?;g?dtlcr?mination. lower wages, hiahhgr UImn;[\J-EOQ};::nr:-I:G 1
i solution with their own eyes Ce ¥ havs
e T(fjle %?E:?ts gitgior:fs 0lla:]‘\-'ers of this commL_mny '— :n?dpo:;:;
pr?ifo:lsrzoog by the US government, which ‘h.a'\f now us
%rzl'afllng with the Enemy Act to ban such visits.

mass mov
developmen

ade were part of a larger

process,



10. A revolutionary foreign policy

The Cuban leadership’s efforts to extend the revolution in
Latin America are part of a consistent foreign policy that has
sought to exploit any opening for developing struggles against
imperialism. In contrast o Stalinist ruling parties, which
regard weaknesses in imperialism’s armor as opportunities to
collaborate with the imperialists for their own national
bureaucratic benefit, the Cubans utilise such weaknesses (0
deal a blow at the enemy. Whereas ‘“‘peaceful coexistence’’ to
the Stalinists means deals with imperialism to hold back the
class struggle internationally, in Cuban foreign policy it means
mobilising whatever forces can be mobilised against
imperialist intervention in other countries.

In his 1968 speech on the Warsaw Pact invasion of
Czechoslovakia, Fidel outlined the Cubans’ aporoach to the
struggle for peace:

“The real premoters of war, the real adventurers, are the
imperialists. Now, then, these dangers are real; they are a
reality. And this reality cannot be changed by simpl
preaching, in one’s own house, an excessive desire for peace. It
any case, the preaching should be done in the enemy’'s camp
and not in one's own camp, because this would only contribute
to stifling militancy, to weakening the people's readiness to face
the risks, sacrifices, not only the possible ultimate sacrifice of
one's lite, but also material sacrifices.

““And when the peoples know that the realities of the world.
the independence of the country. and internationalist duties
demand investment and sacrifices in the strengthening of the
defense of the country, the masses are much better prepared to
work with enthusiasm 10 achieve this. to make sacrifices

I 53
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calculation of the political restraints on the military power of
US imperialism. Despite its obvious rage at the Cuban action,
the US government proved unable to intervene militarily
against it. The Cubans inflicted a heavy military — and equally
importantly, a political — defeat on imperialism. The victory
over the South African invader gave a new impetus to the
struggle against the racist regime throughout southern Africa
and in South Africa itself.

Two years later, some 17,000 Cuban volunteers were sent to
Ethiopia to help in defeating the imperialist-backed invasion by
Somalia. Once again, the Cuban leaders had correctly
calculated the international relationship of class forces and the
stakes in the struggle. And once again, the Cuban troops were
instrumental in defeating the imperialist scheme. Cuban aid
was decisive in stopping an attack aimed at crushing the
Ethiopian revolution and thus pushed further the evolution of
the relationship of forces against imperialism.

While less spectacular, the Cubans' internationalist aid in
non-military forms is equally anti-imperialist in its content. In
all its forms, Cuba's internationalist assistance is based on an
understanding of the close and inseparable link between the
struggle for socialist revolution and the fight against
imperialist domination of the underdeveloped countries.

On the basis of this understanding, the Cuban government has
been particularly effective in its role in the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries. It has succeeded in turning against
imperialism in a number of situations the objective
contradictions that exist between imperialism on the one hand
and the semicolonies on the other, including those semicolonies
with pro-imperialist governments. Its leadership role in the
Non-Aligned Movement has been instrumental in giving that
body a far more effective anti-imperialist direction. Thus when
the contradiction between imperialism and the semicolonies led
to war over the Malvinas Islands, the Castroists were quick to
mobilise support for Argentina, to attempt to draw the
Argentine government away from its close dependence on US
imperialism, and to draw the lessons of what the war showed

about the Organisation of American States and the Inter-
American treaties.

It has been a matter of absolute necessity for the Cuban

ment to pursue its diplomatic aims with the utmost skill.
een forced — as the Soviet government was in Lenin’s

ot only the contradictions between
ctlons

govern
It has b

time — to seek to exploit n
imperialism and the semicolonies but also the contradl
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within the imperialist camp, particularly in order, whe

possible, to break through or weaken the US economic blo |
of Cuba. In seeking to maintain or develop its trade rel.
with semicolonies like Mexico and imperialist countries s\,
Britain and Spain, the Cuban government has neces:
observed the requirements of diplomatic protocol bui
firmly resisted pressures to change its fundamental policie
its support for anti-imperialist struggles in exchang
economic or diplomatic concessions. The Cubans’ succes
diplomacy is all the more to their credit in that, unlike
Bolsheviks, they are not part of a mass revolution
international, a fact which makes it more difficult to maint
the distinction between state-to-state relations and the attit
of Cuban Communists towards particular governments.

In its relations with governments that have issued fr-
revolutionary upsurges — like the Angolan MPLA and |
Ethiopian Dergue — the Cuban leadership seeks to provide =
and encouragement for further advances as well as Suppo
against the threats of imperialism and its agents. This approar
has sometimes been misunderstood by leftists in othe
countries, particularly in connection with the Cuba:
government’s attitude to the issue of Eritrea.

The Cubans recognise that the Eritreans are engaged in :
struggle for national liberation, but they do not favor the
secession of Eritrea from the Ethiopian state, believing that
separation would weaken the Ethiopian revolution and leave
both Ethiopia and Eritrea weaker in a conflict with

expressed by Castro in a 1975 i
revolution:

“Unfortunately a fratricidal str
Y, uggle between t ;
g:overnmem which broke the olg structure and a :?fti;]f;
l1bera.tion movement is being waged within that very state. Thi
situation in which two causes of i

hioplan revolutionary process
Liberation Movement in Eritrea.” (quoted in The Ei:fuﬂ‘::

N
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11. Cuba and the Soviet Union
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CP (not just the Dubcek leadership):

“Gentlemen, is it conceivable that a situation could occur,
under any circumstances, after twenty years of communism in
our country, of communist revolution, of socialist revolution, in
which a group of honest revolutionaries, in this country,
horrified by the prospect of an advance — or rather a
retrogression — to counterrevolutionary positions and m\n.'a:‘d
fmperialism, could find themselves obliged to i't*_(;uvsr the a}d of
friendly armies to prevent such a retrogression occurring?
What would have happened to the revolutionary consciousness
of this people? To the dignity of this people? To the
revolutionary morale of this people? lf such a situation could
arise some day, what would be left of all these things which, for
us, constitute in essence the revolution? . - :

“*All of us know that the leadership which Czechoslovakia had,
generally, for twenty years was a leadership plagued with
many vices: dogmatism, bureaucracy, and, in short, many
things which cannot be presented as examples of truly
revolutionary leadership.

“When we speak here, when we present our thesis about the
diberaloid’ nature of this [Dubcek] group, so warmly greeted
by imperialism, it does not mean in any way r.hat we are
expressing our solidarity with the former lpadex‘shlp. We mus;
bear in mind that that leadership, with which we had relanpns
from the very beginning, even sold this cour}tr,\f, at a high [31‘19(_-,
many weapons which were spoils of war seized from H‘w”}\ a/.m,‘
weapons for which we have been paying, and are still paying Vfo[[1
today, which belonged to Hitler's troops that occupie

sz(c)}rllofnlg;ikc:?(l:a{sions they sold us very ourclateq facrories.. We
have seen ‘the results of many of the economwrconcoptslo‘u
which they base their business transactions, on which they base
their eagérness to sell any old junlk‘ and it mus‘t be sFate;;i tha.T
these practices led to their selhng old, outdated j-un to a
country which is making a rcvolutm_n an@ has to dev e{(\)P‘. .
Furl.}‘lermore, Fidel asked, if the invasion was necessary to
block an imperialist-backed counter—revol_utlon._why d_x;lni t1 the
Warsaw Pact countries openly denounce 1mper1a11§m a’m e
«We have been informed exhaustivel}," c:_oncermng all th_e
preceding events, all the facts, all l}_le deviations, a}l about t.hl‘S
or that liberal group: we have been informed of their actwfxtle;.
The activities of the imperialists and the intrigues o nt1 6.:
imperialists are well known, and we are disturbed to seg .al
neither the Communist Party nor the government of the Sovie
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__as an expression of ‘‘totalitarianism™ supposedly inherent in
soclalist revolutions. By identifying the Cubans with the
reactionary policies of the Soviet Stalinists, the imperialist
propagandists hope to undermine working-class solidarity with
the Cuban Revolution. It is therefore important for the press of
the Fourth International to take the lead in explaining the real
significance of the Cubans’ position.

The Cuban revolutionaries’ sometimes quite scathing
comments on the foreign and domestic policies of ruling
Stalinist parties, and their own revolutionary policies on both
the domestic and international level, make it clear that their
position on the socialist states of Eastern Europe is not an
expression of the attitudes or interests of an emerging
bureaucratic layer. However, the Cubans’ public statements do
not present the ruling Stalinist parties as expressing the
interests of a social layer distinct from and hostile to the
workers and farmers. Hence these parties are treated as
guarantees, however inadequate, against imperialist backed
counter-revolution, rather than in their real role as an indirect
aid to imperialism. This erroneous analysis is sometimes
supported by reference to the attempts of imperialism to use
Stalinist repression in the socialist states for its own ends.

A further important factor, of course, is the Cuban Revolu-
tion’s dependence on Soviet military and economic assistance
Only the Cuban revolutionaries themselves are in a position to
decide how far it is possible to go in criticising the Stalinist
regimes without endangering the survival of the Cuban Revolu-
tion. The press of the Fourth International should therefore aim
to present our own position on the need for political revolution,
and to explain the Cubans’ position, including what we regard
as incorrect in it, in a manner that takes account of both this
particular problem confronting the Cubans and the qualitative
difference between the Cuban CP and Stalinist parties.

Moreover, the Cubans’ own experiences in developing and in-
stitutionalising democratic control and their own struggles
against bureaucratic abuses, contrasted with the Polish
regime’s inability to win legitimacy in the eyes of the working
masses, are in and of themselves powerful weapons helping to
undermine Stalinism’s hold on sections of the labor movement,
Speeches by Fidel since the birth of Solidarnosc have frequently
emphasised the theme of the necessity for close ties between the
workers and farmers and the ruling party. In a September 1980
speech on the 20th- Anniversary of the Committees for the

Defence of the Revolution, he noted:
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ng severely the influence of the Stalinist
gp, Within this united party, many of the
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N‘Cﬂfagua

12. The Nicaraguan revolution

The revolutionaries who formed the Sandinista Nallond’
Liberation Front in Nicaragua in 1962 were not merely inspir
by the example of the socialist revolution in Cuba. They
studied and learned from the experiences and politica’

tion of the Castro leader ship

The FSLN therefore clearly understood the pOLE! tial of a
revolutionar,\'-domm*ra|§r and transitional prograi to mobilise
the masses of workers and peasants to change sof iety. The

1969 called tor the

Historic Program of the FSLN published 1n
dE‘S{I"llCtiOn of “the military and bureaucratl app:
[Somozal dictatol ship’ and the & stablishment
“reyvolutionary govel ent based 1 the worker-peas
llance.”” This gove rnment
revolutionary, and people’s arm

workers. and peasants, who — 01 ganised 1I
will defend the rights won against
reactionary forces ol the country and 1 ankee imperialism
The program projectt d that the re
would “‘expropriale and eliminale capitalist and feudal es
tates ; turn over the land to the peasants " and V'en
courage the peasanis to Orf
. Among the other economic reforms 10 pe effected by the
l‘E'\'leullumﬂj. government the 1969 program I luded

. Tt will expropriate the landed
puildings, means of transportation, and other wealth

1tus of the

at tionary goverl ment

AN 15¢ themselves 1n cooperatives

tates, factories, com-

}Ja]'lhb}
usurped by the Somoza family. d

v, It will expropriate the landed estates. factories, com
means of transportation, and other wealth usurped b}

panies,
omplices

the politicians and military officers, and all other ace
71
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by the politicians and military officers,
accomplices, who have taken advanta
administrative corruption.

“C. It will nationalise the wealth of aj] the
companies. . . .

““D. It will establish workers’ control over the admi

ge of the presen;

management of the factories and other wealth

expropriated and nationalised. . . .

“F. It will nationalise the banking system, . . .

“M. It will establish state contro] over foreign trad

““0. It will plan the national economy, putting an er
anarchy characteristic of the capitalist system of pro
An important part of this planning will focus
industrialisation and electrification of the co
(Sandinistas Speak, pp. 14-15)

Under the impact of the defeats its guerrilla units suff
the 1960s and the dramatic growth of the urban proletar
semiproletarian population in the 1960s anc 1970s, a disc
developed in the FSLN over the relation of armed stru
mass mobilisations, the respective roles of the urban and
toilers, the relation between military and political struggle
the purpose and acceptable limits of agreements witl
opposition bourgeoisie. These debates over how to overt
Somoza and end imperialist domination of N icaragua led in

to the formation of three tendencies and eventually to tf
public factions. The

ripening conditions for the overthrov
Somoza contributed to g deepening of the FSL!
understanding cn_f Marxist strategy and to the overcoming of
ditferencex_;. This was reflected in the elaboration of 2 n
Program in 1977. Titled the “FSLN Military and Politic
Platform for the Abolition of the Dictatorship,” it stated that 1!
alm of the Sandinista Front Wwa o initiate a struggic
overthrow the Somoza gang. We thep plan to form
revolutionary democratic Bovernment, to allow us proceedir
from a pn‘ﬂe.tarian ideology and ¥3 mstorié beheéi: 1
make socialism triumphant ang create that society of fre
people of which Augusto Sandino dreamed.’” The new progran
pointed out that “both historic goals wij) be secu edp ‘éj 5
Marxist-Leninist R e

pPproach and a k.
the revolutionary process.” 'l‘laist:'l:ruy o Ya8guard to dire«

olmiom,-y ol
take the f(\l"ll'.l of a CiVﬂ war: pl'OCGSS would

IR Wespeakotaclvuwarlnsofaruuu
local reactionary forces resisting the hatgmrgg;s};&
This will be a revolutionary war, insofar as, 4 b o

and all gty
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var | n i ‘]“1
s »d by a Marxlist-Lenin
ance and led b} : o
kaer'peasant g creates the conditions for cari .u‘::.
vaﬂgnal'd, 4 ;h'e. proéoss through the democratic phas
forward . - - b/
. Bl i ass in such a worker
(s s%(;:]agurole of the working class in such a wo
The 1(.m]diance was particularly stnms,««d.. i
i industrial workers and rura ag usies
“The ul‘bani i thl;' basic class capable of effecting pro ;; .
¢ " ) I 0
i) Compr'}?anges in the capitalist system c;.t ¢ /.-pll!al.': j.. i
revoluﬂonat;ydcevelopment and organisation of lh:‘--, r-l.]- J‘;’.lan s
- i g
L i ’hal the socialist sor-1v1ylrlu sire oot
gﬂﬁl’antee t Alth()l.-lgh the working class Is the hasic u:l t],l
y w Wil
attamed' L 3 both today and tomorrow,
ess of bo h : i
- e prO(? ary aims without the broad hacking of
i e 1 r'-;p(d('iall‘-' the peasantry and petty
iitie people, © 4 The motive
obmtherlr segr:lentt’smdents and intellectuals). . ‘.-jeh;thvm;m-
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(The Agony of a Pictatorship, ljlf(- Jffnﬁ-“j. many of the disputed
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: esolved in li1e. 4 = )
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time to come. To the extent that the capitalists
o continue production — under a government
prices and profits, controls foreign trade,
workers when disputes arise — it 1s a galn for
1n this sense, the FSLN leaders are quite sincere
k of the revolution’s long-term commitment to a

t to proceed with overhasty

was also correct on political grounds. As
ationed, many of the bourgeoisie could claim
» eredentials as a result of thelr opposition 10
ature attacks on their property would have
o many workers and peasants a betrayal of the
y'* created in the struggle against Somoza. The
sly put the onus of breaking this national unity on
sts who seek to decapitalise thelr enterprises or
duction.
r for the Interior Tomas Borge outlined this
n to the bourgeolsie in a May 1981 interview:
ached the conclusion that they are necessary so that
will not have a sharp drop. Now it is up to the
men to see that the mixed economy — which is basic (o
pluralism — does not disappear. We realise that we
work to maintain a mixed economy, and we have a
interest in maintaining it. But If the entrepreneurs
the companies, if they conspire against the
on, they will bring an end to mixed economy and
1. Thus the economy depends on the businessmen. Our
and good will are evident. It now depends on the degree
lopment of bourgeois culture and whether the
smieurs can go peyond the line of political savagery.
bourgeols sectors still dream of the past and do not accept
that now we have power. That obstructs the national

je going on between the government and the opposltlon."
this way, the revolutionary govemment has also undercut
basis for an imperialist propaganda campalgn against the
svolution. There are no revolutionary” capitalists fleeing fo
Sami because their property has been “unjustly” seized; at
t there are a few criminals convicted of decapitalising thefr
srises, or known supporters of one of the most brutal
atorships in history. Because of the relatively small size of
' direct imperialist investment in Nicaragua, Washington has not
. peen able to engineer a confrontation over US-owned property.
Thus the FSLN has galned valuable time In which to strengthen

ny.
tag’ decision no
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the organisation and class consciousness of the work,

dng

peasants for the inevitable showdown with imperialisy -

The Sandinista government has also Proceeded with {y,

necessary mixture of determination and caution in ty,
countryside. The Rural Workers' Association (ATC ), St

the FSLN in March 1978, began establishing produc
operatives on Somozaist estates even before the revolutj
victory.

Within a year of the revolution,
expropriated some one million hectares
it from Somoza and his allies but also f;
restricting production or refusing to re
The government has tried to avold the
estates, whose products represent
Nicaragua’s export earnings. Confisc
converted directly into state farms,
much of which traditionally took pla
encouraged by giving landless labo
first time, as well as by forein
government is actively encour
amalgamate into Co-operatives, ra
on the plots made available to th
Cuba, there is no coercion of smaj
join co-operatives.

The government has al

the governme;
of farmland — n
rom owners who
nt at reasonable
splitting up of the
an important pa
ated estates have
Production of foodst
ce on small plots, is b
rers access to land for
g reductions in rent.
aging small producers
ther than remaining isola
em by the revolution. A:
I farmers who do not wish

S0 set up a state food purchasin

om small producers, eliminating tl
ddlemen.

Important force in de
advancing the interests of the rural proletariat o

and state farms. It has campalgned
and on some

fending and
n both private
dgainst bureaucratic

Some small farmers wer
separate organisation, th,
Ranchers (UNAG), was
break small and medium f
agricultural capitalists, with wh
organised In the Union of Agricultural Producers g

On the basis of such measures, the FSLN ﬁll:;calalif-g:: .
succeeded In establishing a firm worker-peasant alliancey
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have been shown in practice .thatlti:.u‘
5 n g . class.
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; v g the victory of July 19, 1974, e mass

hlstory.d ASI:/IIlIEIiAE — has been among the strongest of th
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oy of the Sandinistas to da enly joining the

Tl}e. e oo s of the bourgeoisie from opmes phinr ok i)
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B crc arc 85 lar unions. In the firs h
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measures were ended. Subsequently there has he

improvement in relations between the FSLN and these o IJ '
While the revolutionary government clearly has the

ban the bourgeois parties if it judges them to thre
revolution, and the ultraleft and Stalinist organisation
step outside revolutionary legality, the present multip
parties has been a clear benefit to the Nicaraguan re
and to the cause of socialism internationally. It has helped
dermine further the baneful effect of Stalinism, which
the capitalists to elaim that socialist revolution leads in

to totalitarian dictatorship.

The decision to hold elections for president and
constituent assembly in November 1984 has also bencfit.
revolution against its domestic and foreign enemies
boycott by right-wing forces only underlines their la
popular support, while US imperialism’s lies :
“totalitarianism” in Nicaragua are further exposed
elections make clear that the Sandinistas have broad poJ
support for the social changes they have led, and will const
a mandate for the further progress of the.revolution.

The revolutionaries of the FSLN have clearly learned f
the example of the Cuban Revolution. At the same time
deal with a different objective situation and have a diffe:
background and experiences than the Cuban communists

some questions, they arrive at different conclusions than do
Cuban revolutionaries

. And just as the FSLN has clear
learned from Cuba, so

Castro has publicly and with undoubt
sincerity expressed the desire a

nd intention of the Cubans
learn from the Nicaraguan revolution. Discussion between (h
two parties may well lead one or both to modify particula
positions. It is noteworthy, for €xample, that in May 1981 Tomnz
Borge indicated that the FSLN evaluated the situation in Polan
differently than did the Cuban Communist Party, although thi
difference was not evident in the FSLN's respons’e to the Polis!
n the following December. This proces

N enrich the
Nicaraguan
where,

13. The revolutionary struggle in El
Salvador

The revolutions in Cuba in 19
mark major turning points

59 and In Nicaragua in 1979 bo;hl
in the political history of E

{ctorles
! ons of these two V
f ssimilating the key less Bl e
f:w?e?;éi{llg of the Salvadoran revolutlcfn%‘r\;g:tlcFarabundo
reanlsed in the Democratlc Revolutionaré;een (g
qg fi National Liberation Front, has A e
Mnrasions to move the revolutionary P
occe
5 strong
Q“:?Iatl\’egé time the Salvadoran revolution h;si;gsogwwnhm 1
i 1920s an
t least to the e
“adiiionsciogr%lfrig Paartv. under the leade\:ZTp of Augu
y o
g‘e?gbsido Marti, began the strugglf foraE W i
E 1 rly Insurrectionary struggle W ik bl
i eal : st three decades prior to the \’1 R
andoiOTlgnrﬂ?l g e pollrilzcipéjosltion parties,
revolu i
ectorallsm am 3 R
domiHHIEdthb}’ Cecl)lrnmuniSl Party. With ﬂﬁe (S:iclusion that it
minoriy 1n fant e it d reformism and
e m'et preak with electoralism an el
B0 nECEESflI'}-‘e;V of armed revolulionarlﬂist;‘;.xghgmak Ayt
adopt the strategy et "
L ning of the
Overturr;i ”;itn;l[{ngguerllla forces marlksh:hél ggfvador.
establishm g s '
f revolutiona g PR
. pe;ﬁt?ioonary victory in NicaralguaElggalvador‘ g
B re\; the revolutionary forces In il gt
lmpenfsntolesson that revolutionar)él‘[;rfse?he e
i of the F
reunification b
frrlomttl"t:a‘;é?zﬁagainst the US-backed dictatorshlp
the §

79



The Cubsr fieyalutian I+

g of the guerrills struggle.
of to head off the repercussions of the
iy e B in July 1979, & reform-minded civiian
i gl :' , K ”‘::1?1; h&ﬂ«s;y U backing in the coup of
B aminority tendency of the .- SON along with the PDC and the MNIL
fo trade m:i!om a,,:y Of the Ch: sy fowever, the repression continued and the junta
profession;, ;s  of instituting 45y vetorms, As & result, the
et the Junis, precipiiating » split in the PIX
of the Popular Social Christien Movemen!

¢ trom the PDC produced the reyalath
Party of the Salyadoran Revolution (¥

BLL {.'1)117!‘]

=

)d wing, the Bevolutlonsry People’s

by i?lt-r
101975, the Nationz) Resistance (¥

assoclated with the .
E foree known as the FARN — was 17 med from 4

19705 were & period of & r
among the revolutionsry OFgs
wnification. This was markes
Oetober 1950 — incluning 7« FPL, PCS, PH
1 the preceeding bpril e FDR was
ations limked 1o these pariies 24 jaclae

e

o the Tecognition
' that existed 1 NICaragVs, there #ie Aot
isie, aad B9

& counter-co -' -
P W : 1
- : ons within fthe Salvaderss DOWEEY
ss 16 18 opposition 19

pt sector of that <la
, The FDR calls for 2 “ r ey Qhtie
based on fthe workers 204 pesseils
id state MEchine. Fhe EOVEIE
& jor and rapld S
SCORSIRY , without, A or,
i i smaller cApialists i

ze foreign trage.

Natiopalize the sysiew of electnioity distaibution, Ang
g iNationalize e refining of petrolent.
‘ wg Canny onl e £XPU g ‘.Mmﬂﬁﬂﬁ»’ﬁh-ﬂ&w
f .sammppawmmmm;wy.wmm




=5 ’t-m’wu]bed()nea
the great majority of
o wage workers and ¢
e  and cattle raising.
' .ﬂ::oﬂmt small and rr
. of their and support for cor
plots

Ml benefit the great -
g owners of real
' tax system, so
the workers. Indirect
reduced. This will be

from the activity

1 eredit economic
medium-sized pr

fent is the bas:

Hnal global oh

i i 2 socialis
3 Hutionar:

T, but 2

"
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Atries basic forces such as th
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and christian democrats over these forces.

~In El Salvador ow the other hand rhe basic forces, the
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the armed forces which will then

the FMLN, institute a range of im

51 and political reforms, and conduct
slains: ““The Proposal for a Government

, as its name indicates, is first of all a
48, and secondarily, for a provisional

) & short term proposal. It sets forward the
indispensable in fhe country right now.”
answers eriticism of this proposal thaf it is
sromise which overturns the previous FDR

of this whole problem is fhe problem of
sdarnental question, in M ypinion, is fais:
for a Government of Broad Participation mear
are abandoning their revolutionary character
formiist organisations — yes or o7
fry fo answer this guest 7
s and concrete measure
Me- Yes, the FMLN-FDR n
L would involve a total
ality, a formal analysis ignor
S in every social sit in e \
gle, is the character of the social forces that are
o action arsund the various proposals. It is on this
Bleve, that one’s analysis must be begun.
e aiority of our people, if the organised power of our
in the hands of sectors of the pefty bourgeoisie
o reformist posit n fhe FMLN-FDR's proposal
gunt in practice 10 srii. But if the basic forces
sie, that is to say the organised workers and peasants,
fitly bound up with the revolutionary forces, that is with
fLM.FDR, then the proposal for a Government of Broad
afion helps draw in intermediate forces. while the
sral direction of the process is determined by the camp

i the basic forces are located.
European couniry

¢ in El Salvador. In the Eurocpean
& organised working class are
like the social democrats and christian
1l therefore be
trol exercised by fhe sorial democrats

hands of parties
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organised
oy d:';z;kcn;rst and peasants, are not on th
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Political diffe -
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“First
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y militarily and in tact appears more and
nuary 1981 which signaled
d scale across the country,
bility to fight and defeat

numerous fronts and to
itory in the north

ve.
1 Offensive of Ja
e elvil war on a broa
increased both its 2
' the armed forces on
ated zones’’ big areas of terr
h the dictatorship cannot penetrate.

/FDR now controls and administers one-third of
countryside in which it organises social and
ion, operates an extensive health system, Coll-
and other educating classes, and in which it has
gans of popular power through elections to local
> bodies. These liberated zones are defended by
the FMLN, popular militias and the people in

rectly characterised by the FMLN/FDR as a situa-

dual power.
‘heavy pressure from the
dietatorship responded t

government of the United
o these advances by the

forces by staging elections in 1982 and 1934.
he United States,

was an attempt to win support in t

in Congress, for Reagan’s military policy in the

vy making it appear that the US is supporting a

ratically elected government. Consistent with this 18 Us

2 for Christian Democratic forces led by Napoleon
as the so-called middle ground between the extreme

»Aubuisson-ARENA-oligarchy and the extreme left.
s reason the C1A contributed a reported $1 million to en-
jarte’s victory in the 1984 presidential elections.
fle this strategy frees the hands of the US administration to
ge funding the dictatorship, in the longer term it can only
geed in destroying the fig leaf of a “middle course’’ between
‘real alternatives of brutal repression and a revolutionary
ory. Consequently, the US has carefully supported its
itical maneouvres by completing pa'eparations for a massive
vasion of 1 Salvador in the event of an FMLN military vie-
jory and or to overthrow the government of Nicaragua.
By putting forward the proposal for a government of broad
participation the FMLN FDR has rsponded in the best possible
av to these complex political and military conditions. The
~ proposal is pased on the unity and military strength of the
FMLN FDR, the achievement of evtensive support throughout
F1 Salvador for the rebel forces, and the social, economic and
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If)::itii}c(al developments in the liberated zones. It |
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veloping class struggle in
ala and Honduras

ations engaged in armed
hip united in February
Revolutionary Union

lemala, the four main organis
against the military dictators

form the Guatemala National
The URNG was able to demonstrate considerable

only a month later, when 60 per cent of voters
d to its call to boycott the dictatorship’s rigged
(even though failure to vote is illegal), and another
yoters cast blank ballots.

URNG is based primarily among the coun
(the majority of the population) an

es have been conducted in the north-wesl. .
f the URNG indicates that its goal 1s

» government that would implement

try’s oppressed
d most of its

hose being carried through by the

's poverty is the economic
wealthy, and repressive
rule our country. The
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ho produce

in Nicaragua:
The principal cau
political domina
aigners and Guatemalans
plution will put an end to that domination an
t the product of the labor of 211 will benefit those W
e wealth through {heir creative efforts. .
“The property of the big, wealthy, repressive ones w_'111 pass
Into the hands of the revolutionary government. which will
ensure that thi is utilized to solve the needs of t'he
working people- The revolution will assure the implementation
of a true agrarian reform, distributing land to those who work 1t
in an individual, cooperative, 0T collective way.

“The revolution will guarantee the existence of small and
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urban terror has resumed its
ober 1983 and April 1984, 57
reported killed, Later in 1984
at close to 100 a

ores the
Between Oct

nd activists were
reportedly running

y this glaughter,
has resumed supplies of military
nd has greatly expanded economic
ounced plans 10 extend mon-lethal”’ military
million to Guatemala in fiscal year 1983, along
economic aid worth $96 million.
4 the URNG appears to have partially
ed its hase in the countryside, and the level of
le is said to be increasing. The revolutionaries
e caused the army 200 casualties in the month of
_ In April 1984 the US State Department was
 tourists against travel in most of the western half of
+w because of guerrilla activity.
n, the URNG has stepped up its urban work during
period. In March 1984 it was reported thal the army
to commit 4000 troops to the defence of Guatemala

the Reagal
hardware to

ruling class shows no sign of
le to cure the long-term economic malaise that
its political dilemmas. The country’s Gross Domestic
shrank by 2.5 per cen! in 1983; the external debt, much
ontracted on highly unfavorable terms, was expected 10
$2.2 billion in 1984. In August 1984 the Guatemalan
ent was reportedly under strong pressure from the
ational Monetary Fund hecause of a domestic hudget
eit twice that planned.
fn Honduras, acute econ
nave helpe
bilisation of ruling-class PO
ntagonisms have developed between hourgeois factions over
e large-scale Us military presence in the country and the
pal military’s close integration into Wwashington’s war plans.
~ During the period from 1980 to 1983, Honduras’ gross domestic
ta shrank at an average annual rate of 3.1 per
sistance of $68.9 million in 1984 has
{ ar offsetting capital flight, estimated by the Us
er the past few years. Private
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he International Monetary Fund has made
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stringent demands on the government to cut living stap,

lards
and government expenditures in order to contain the sp -Ijiw
foreign debt, which by early 1984 exceeded $2 billion

Most of the burden of this economic collapse has been
on Honduras' impoverished workers and peasants. Six
10 Hondurans are now living in conditions of extreme )
with half of the population receiving only 17 per cent of 1
family income. Unemployment and underemployme
estimated at 65 per cent,

The Honduran labor movement, traditionally am
better organised in Central America, has fought back
the attempts to cut woikers’ living standards. In late 1.
50,000 workers marched in protest against new tax anc
laws, forcing the government to withdraw the measures.
struggles have been impeded by the right-wing leader
most labor movement organisations, and also by armed |
terror. According to the Honduran Human Rights Comm
113 people have disappeared since early 1982 after
detained by the police. Many more have fallen victim to ¢
squad killings.

The attacks on human

e kidnappin;

termed “‘escalating anti-union repression.*’
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1ada
Grenadan revolution, led by the New Jewel Movement,
; irst workers and farmers’ government in
glish-speak'mg country. In the four and a half years of its
nce, this government provlded an inspiring example for
oppressed peoples of the other Caribbean islands. The New
el Movement itself developed out of the Black Power
ement in the Caribbean in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
. movement was never solely nationalist, however. The
ple of the Cuban revolution showed that socialist
olution represented the road of liberation from national and
cial oppression. Moreover, as the countries of the Caribbean

ained formal independence, local Black politicians generally
. white colonialists as the immediate agents of

ppression and defenders of exploitation.
The NJM was formed in 1973 through a fusion of two
both of which were Initiated by radical
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th all the ideas of the radicalisation of
t, being able

s of
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to organise actions 0
its founding.
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dictatorship came a mo
Leadership of the strike was

s and the repressive response of the Galry
nths-long general strike in 1974.
not in the hands of the NJM,

however, but in the hands of pbourgeois forces, which led most of
the unions on the island. These bourgeols forces called off the
strike when it was within sight of victory.
Following this experience, the NJM consciously set about
93
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jc and social conditions of Grenada’s working
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Between 1979 and 1983 an overall real growth in the
er cent was achieved. Unemployment dropped
: in 1979 to 14,1 per cent by the end of 1982,
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However, the pace at which the US Puppet regim;
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Communist International in 1922:
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staté power of the proletariat and its allies prece
consolidation of a socialist state. As Trotsky pointed .

it is a “transition to the proletarian dictatorship

completed one.” (The First Five Years of the (
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International, Vol. 2, p. 324)
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roism and the Fourth
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Western Hemisphere,
a symbol for the

hout the region. The
service DY

first socialist revolution In the

Revolution inevitably became
s of workers and peasants throug
“goclalism,” which could be paid lip
t misleaders and bourgeols demagogues, could
more preclsely as “‘the kind of soclety belng constructed
iha.’ It is in this sense that Marxists speak of the extension
e Cuban Revolution: The working masses moving forward
lentral America and the Caribbean are continuing on their
I national territories the international proletarian struggle
t was first explained sclentifically by Marx and Engels and
sh achleved such an Inspiring victory in Cuba.

the same way the practical and theoretical achlevements
idel Castro and the team he developed have made them
ymbols of the type of leadership required for the victory of the
- Workers and peasants In each country. The leaders of. the

evolutlonary struggles in Central America and the Caribbean
ve in common that they are showing thelr peoples the way to
ctory over imperialism and capitallsm. They are Marxist
ranguards strongly influenced by the lessons of the Cuban

now be

"Revolution In socletles with a common history of imperiallst
exploitation and oppresslon. They thereby constitute a current
quite distinet from both Stalinist and Soclal Democratic
reformism and from centrism, as well as from revolutionaries

In the {mperialist countries.

Of course, referring to the Cub
FSLN, FMLN, URNG, and similar or
countries as a distinet current does no
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based on a false conception of the relationship
and action, implying a dichotomy between the
ntradictory of historical materialism. The source
ror was the fallure of the Fourth International to
B the Leninist theory of revolution in the
ped countries, which gulded the actions of the
lutionaries. Because of this fallure, the Fourth
al tended to view the successive stages of the Cuban
as the result of a changing consclousness in the
adership rather than as the course of development
Leninist theory. Our own underestimation of and
t impatience with revolutionary-democratic tasks
s to misjudge those who were leading the Cuban
‘through the necessary development from the national-
atic to socialist revolution.

of belittling the Cuban revolutionaries’
o confront the

ses in our own grasp of Leninist t Y,
solution of the Reunification Congress of the Fourth

tional in 1963:

. Cuba became the first example in our epoch of a
tion in which the leadership through its own experiences
very course of struggle came over to the concepts of

m-Leninism.
Subsequent experience has
javersion. . . .”

The concept that the Cubans wer

ad further harmful conseguences
ourth International to delay confronting the flaws In its theory

f revolution in the underdeveloped countries. It inevitably

ggested that the “(Castroists’’ were theoretically handicapped

: their supposedly late acceptance of Marxlsm, and that they
“would therefore be less able than other Marxists to resist hostile

" pressures, in particular the pressure of bureaucratisation.

" It could not, of course, be excluded a priori that the Cuban

" Revolution would degenerate as a result of imperialist
the influence of Soviet Stalinism, and the

proved that this is a profound

e “‘revolutionists of action”
in addition to allowing the

encirclement,
bureaucratic pressures inherent in any soclalist state in
conditions of underdevelopment.

the Cuban Marxists were

roved, however,
able to overcome those dangers, in the process reviving for
Marxists everywhere important Leninist ideas that had long
peen obscured by Stalinism. They have gone on to greatly
proaden the democratic control that the Cuban workers and

As events have p
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treat necessity as a virtue and to regard isolation as
rogrammatic orthodoxy.
ite natural therefore that the major sectarian splits
s Fourth International — those led by the Healy,
i and Moreno groupings — were to result directly from
nees in overcoming the crisis of proletarian leadership
ed by the victories of the Cuban and Nicaraguan
s. By setting up this or that point of ‘“‘Trotskyist”
¢y as an obstacle to recognising and acting towards the
ists”’ as fellow Marxist revolutionaries, the sectarians
d the programmatic acquisitions of Marxism into their
te: from instruments to aid in building the mass Leninist
ational necessary for the victory of socialism into
les to its construction.
strength of the Fourth International’s programmatic
inuity is seen in the fact that our errors concerning
Jlutionary-democratic tasks in the underdeveloped
ntries did not prevent a common appreclation of the Cuban
olution from forming a fundamental basis for the
ification of the International in 1963, and that a majority of
skyists at the time recognised the Cuban leaders as
arxists who could be an important part of the solution of the
sis of proletarian leadership. In the 1960s our movement was
ented with major opportunities to link up with and
llaborate with the ‘‘Castroist’” current. The failure to achieve
ificant advances in this regard were not due to an
willingness on the part of these comrades to enter Info
laboration with us. Rather, it was due to the failure of the
ourth International to give this process of seeking
‘collaboration the priority it deserved. It is also necessary (o

recognise that for a period of years beginning in the early 1970s
' hole fell into a relatively

' the Fourth International as a W
wCastroist’’ current. The

- sectarian attitude towards the
International as a whole stopped paying close attention to
within Cuba and within ‘‘Castroist"’

* developments

¥ organisations elsewhere in Latin America. Events such as the
3 organisation of the system of People’'s Power were evaluated
ce of increasing bureaucratisation. It was

incorrectly, as eviden
some months after the Grenadan revolution before the
International even became aware that a revolution was going

forward in that country.
The quite varled responses within the International to the

victory in Nicaragua demonstrated how far this sectarian drift
had gone, of which the Morenista response was a grotesque

on
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extreme. It is only necessary to compare the worries an,
enthusiasm of too many sections with the response the
have come from the entire International hag the
occurred in 1962, or if Che’s effort in Bolivia had su
instead of meeting defeat in 1967,

The Marxists of the ““Castroist” current have proveg j;
different countries and are proving today in a fourth » n
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to the creation of socialist States. If it is to remain (1 i
historic tasks, the Fourth International must seek the
possible political collaboration with these Marxists
struggle to build the mass Leninist internationa] and its s
in every country. To allow Programmatic disagreemc:
€Ven serious omes, such as on the political revolution
bumaucratically-ruled socialist states — tp stand in the
WS collaboration would be to convert the Fourth Intern:
into a sectarian obstacle to the Overcoming of the cr
Pproletarian leadership. we MUSt recognise that we are o
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Since its victory over the US-backed
dictator Batista in 1959, the Cuban
revolution has had a profound impact on
world politics, far out of proportion to the
size of the country. The reason is that
under its new leadership team around Fidel
Castro, Cuba embarked on bold and radical
solutions to the grinding misery and
backwardness that gripped the country.
The Cuban revolutionaries have caught the
imagination of radicals the world over and
have inspired others, especially in Latin
America, to follow their example.

The Cuban Revolution and its Extension
is not a history of the Cuban revolution but
an analysis from the sacialist standpoint. It
Pinpoints the key features of the revolution
and the lessons Marxists can draw from it.
It also looks at the revolutions in the region
that have drawn inspiration from the
Cuban experience, {

The Cuban revolution and the Central
American revolutions are at the centre of
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