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Lenin—Liebknecht—Luxemboiurg

By L. SHARKEY

The Lenin-Liebknecht-Luxembourg Anniversaries are t
regarded by communists as a sort of “saints day.” but an o

sion that reminds us of what these great comrades of ours, th
founders of our Communist world workers’ Party, wave th -4\
lives for, namely, the establishment of the international Social
ist Republic. The Anniversary is an occasion on which we not
only refresh but deepen and broaden our knowledge of Leninism,

- when we strive more energetically to spread amongst the masses '

the teaching of Lenin. Lenin, the man, is dead, but Leniniem
lives and is guiding the world proletariat to victory just as Lenin
mapped out the path to victory for the Russian proletariat
in 1917. Mighty monuments to the life work of Leninl
exist in the world of to-day, in the form of the great Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics and the growing Soviet power in China
and in the powerful union of the revolutionary workers of th
whole world, the Communist International. For these historic ’
achievements in carrying out the tasks of the world Socialin. '
Revolution first scientifically formulated by Marx and Engels,
the credit in the first place belongs to Lenin. \
Soviets in China! Such a conception would have been deemed!
preposterous by the pedantic pseudo-Marxists, the Kautskies of !
the pre-war Second International. “Preposterous,” we can
visualise them exclaiming. Did not Marx speak of the “level of
the productive forces,” did he not indicate the necessity for a |
period of capitalist rule to “develop the forces of product ion" ¥ “.
Yet such was the genius of Lenin, combined with his iron revet |
lutionary determination and insight into the mechanism of thé
world revolution, and the connection hetween the colonial revolis
tions faced at first with bourgeois democratic tasks and th
Socialist revolution, that he was able to formulate his theory @
the democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and peg ani
which would grow over into the Socialist revolution, which was
not only instrumental to the victorious progress of the Russian_
Revolution, but enabled our Chinese comrades to establish a larg™
and stable Soviet government in the heart of feudal Ching~
advance toward the conquest of that vast country # )

|
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workers and peasants of China and for the world prole
evolution. Capitalism has developed the means of productio
the old-established capitalist countries, but does not necessag
have to begin from the beginning, and once more bring to bil
a steam engine in each colonial country and advance painfull
from this to the most modern electrical machinery. These caf
be copied and installed from the industrialised countries. Tk
problem for the revolutionaries in the backward countries wal
and is the problem of power, and it was Lenin who ridicu
Jefore all the “mechanical” concepts of the opportunists
showed how the power of the toilers could be organised and
problems of the Socialist revolution successfully grappled wit
in the backward peasant countries.

The growing Soviet power in China and its victorious
Asrmy are a demonstration of the genius of the greatest
Marxists—Lenin. The illustration of the Chinese Soviets at thg
moment is the best—after the Soviet Union—of the correctn
of Leninist theory and the contribution made to Marxis
Lenin.

Some of us, perhaps coming into contact with the discussio
within the revolutionary movement before Leninism becan
widely known outside of the Russian movement, are inclined t@
el at these arguments around problems that to-day appeal
| mis as simple and even commonplace, that we can marvel at the
grrors of even such comrades as Rosa Luxembourg, whose na
¢ finked in the Anniversary with that of Lenin.

The reason why these problems of principle, of strategy,
Sactics now appear “commonplace,” “simple,” 10 us is that Lienin
“has lived, worked and simplified—by making them clear—ih
nature of these problems and their solution.
In taking things for granted let us ponder the fact thi
pithout the scientific work of Lenin many of these points wouthds
be unclear, perhaps for a considerable time, leading to errorss
M policy and mistakes in tactics and practice, thereby retardings
he development of the revolutionary movement and the trium
‘the proletarian revolution.
| Lenin rescued Marxism from the emasculators of Marx, frong
j¢ “King's Sociglists,” from the distorters and revisionists,
BBtored it in its pristine revolutionism to the proletariat, ther
déstroving the source of the errors of the honest revolution
proletarian elements, who were confused in their theory becaugé
of the Social-Democratic influence, because of the Socig
Remocratic suppression of the most vital revolutionary proposi
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tions of Marxism—in particular, Marx’s teaching on proletarian
dictatorship—and not only suppression, hut even practical
forgery, as in the case of Engels' preface to “The Civil War in
France,” where deletions were made by Bernstein of the original
manuseript, which made the great revolutionist Engels appeag
ag a supporter of pacifist tactics and as an opponent of armed
struggles. But Lenin not only restored the revolutionary egsenes
of Marx's teaching; he elaborated it for us, deepened and deves
loped it, and in particular applied Marxism to the problems con-
fronting the revolutionary movement in the epoch of Imperial-
ism., “Leninism is the Marxism of the imperialist epoeh®
(Stalin).

In connectiom with Lenin's lifelong struggle against oppor-
tunism and revigionism undoubtedly the climax of this struggle
came in his memorable conflict with Kautsky, the Pope of the
Becond International and embodied in Lenin’s work “The
Proletarian Revolution and Kautsky, the Renegade,” and also the
“State and Revolution.” Here Lenin dealt the deathblow 1o
Revisionism, and ensured the victory of the revolutionary teach
ing of Marx, thus liberating the revolutionary vanguard from

Social-Democratic stultification and ensuring the triwmphant '
growth of a revolutionary workers’ International which will
establish the proletarian dictatorship in the whole world {

The aspects of Leninism can scarce be recounted, let alone
adequately dealt with in the course of an article, but if we take
this conflict with Kautsky as the apex of Lenin’s struggle against
reformism, we know that Lenin won a great theoretical victory
for Marxism, the issue being the proletarian revolution, and on
this contest depended the success of the world revolution Sueh y
were the mighty outcomes of this digcussion. It is known to the
whole world that Lenin exposed Kautsky as a charlatan, and
utterly routed him. Kautsky, of course, stood for "the peacel ]
path” to secialism as against the “barbaric ic Bolshevil
methods,” and claimed that under the beloved democratic German
Constitution, socialism could be achieved “lawtully,” that 1s, v th |
the consent of the bourgeoisie.

The discussion between Lenin and Kautsky refiected objed
tive realities—the course that was being set by those WO Wels
leading the majority of the workers in Russia and (zermal

To-day, we can sum up the results of these two courses, and
see for oursetves to what results they nave led

The one to classless sociely The other o a fascist des
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E:S(ﬂutinhary elements from the. Ig;tttihizén (toou P ¥
e They. -a?ls e(uidam'-.e, they formed the Il
munist International. Under his g e P
Yerman Communist Party, the instrument o 2 erman K
Henny hich ensures the victory of the wovie !m h s |
lE!tHl‘lat: Y Tlf] N léft behind them that iron cad}?,l leaf s |
L e ich to-day defies the murderous terror o 'Tk i !.
Thaclma‘_‘?’l'\ﬂm and never for an instant ceases lts‘“*olution |
p(ﬂy"?a'plwti’lbmforcea for the approaching proh:tama_ﬂ }_ef'odpaths |
mOb‘lllSng 7 : By 1Heir revolutionary lives .zmd martyrs o |
th (Iermamtll : i iohty revolutionary heroic tradition -ﬁn':o-(i;y : ‘
e Cmatt‘e'iaiqntlf Germany and of the world, 'W]?*écthe ek |
ey G ‘r;lan proletariat in the struggle agains leﬁ;rian
S ﬂm‘\a}'fiill their blood they cemented the bonds of p.‘[."(:h e
horror. '\ 1-11m1 “the pledges given when, tog‘e‘chliert '“'ilational.
mternatlonﬁﬁ_ viks, they founded the Communist ‘ n 91 s>
‘andﬁgﬁcgofie%knééht and Luxembourg madi]a ?h};;;tﬁlalﬁmq N

tion to the world proletarian revolution, anc

?k?; atr?nals of the proletariat for all time.

potism utilising methods of “Asiatic barbarism” in the heart of
civilised Europe calculated to make the “Asiatic barbarians,” the
sheikhs and sultans and emirs, green with envy, excelling them

illla methods of torturing the representatives of the exploited
class.

_ Social-Democracy is in alliance with the bourgeoisie and
Social-Democratic treachery ensures victory to the capitalists
wherever it has the upper hamd in the labor movement. Ger-
. many, Austria, Italy, etc., testify to the correctness of this
* postulate of Lenin in his conflict with Kautsky. Whilst Lenin’s
~ axe here was aimed at the tap root of the Social-Democratic tree
it also cut off the nourishment for the various branches of the
Social-Democratic tree and ensured their withering away and
defeat in the working-class movement—the anarchist, the syndi-
calist, the allegedly ‘“pure” sects in the English-speaking
countries (S.L.P. and others), Trotskyism, all of which are but

variations of Social-Democracy, opportunist, anti-Marxist and
counter-revolutionary.

The conclusion is plain: Marxism-Leninism is the only revo-
lutionary proletarian theory, which to-day has won for itself and
. united in the Communist International the conscious revolution-
~ary elements in the labor movement, and is winning over and
. opening the eyes, daily, of all honest elements in the proletarian
- movement. Our task is equally plain: To educate ourselves in
Marxist-Leninist theory and spread a knowledge of this teaching
‘amongst the whole of the labor movement so that all the activi-
- ties and struggles of the labor movement will be guided by this

~ teaching—because this teaching alone guarantees the victory of
the proletariat.

g Lenin, Liebknecht, Luxembourg, these are among the fore-
-~ most names of the founders of our Communist International.
- What contribution did the latter two make? They had not the
- profound understanding of Marxism of Lenin, and could not
- make a contribution to Marxist theory similar to that of that
&Zreat scientific geniug of revolution. But they made the first
~ great breach, with the help and guidance of Lenin, in the Social-
~ Democratic domination of the working class of Germany, that
y-country for the further development of the world revolution.
hey led an armed insurrection against bourgeois rule, and were
deprived of victory through the treachery of the Social-
mocracy, which safe-guarded bourgeois rule, using its influ-

*
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Socialism and The Australian

Labor Movement

By R. DIXON.

“Individuals may make mistakes, but the Labor movement is
never wrong. It is the one sheet anchor for the workers of Aus-
tralia.” Thus spake John Lang, leader of the N.S.W. Labor
Party, at Cessnock on October 29, 1934. He was vainly imploring
the miners to throw overboard their tried and trusted leaders,
W. Orr and C. Nelson, and to accept the doubtful nominees of the
Lang-controlled “Inner Group.”

Like the Pope, he spoke with an air of infallibility, but alse
like the Pope, infallibility is not one of his virtues. His speech at
Cessnock was a hotch-potch of distortion in fact and theory.

The miners listened to Lang and later voted overwhelmingly
for Orr and Nelson. If Lang’s assertion that the “Labor move-
ment is never wrong” was correct, then he should accept the
miners’ verdict, for it was both correct and decisive enough.

Actually, however, it sounded as if Lang was trying to justify
his ewn position for, if it were true that the Labor movement was

- always right, then it obviously follows that he could never have
- been part of it, let alone a leader of it. Lang is a bourgeois, who
~ found a position in the Labor movement because the Labor Party
15 a bourgeois Labor Party, because of the degeneration of the
~ Labor movement and the penetration of bou rgeois ideas.

Lenin pointed to this characteristic of the Labor Party when
in 1912 he spoke of it as a “Liberal-Labor Party” and commented :
g “What a peculiar capitalist country is this in which Lahor

! predominates in the Upper House (Senate) and recently pre-

] dominated in the Lower House, and vet the eapitalist system
does not suffer any danger!”

To this can also be added a statement of Lenin’s on the British

rzldovement which applies equally as well to Australia, He

“The British Labor movement . . . serves . . . as an example

of how the isolation of the Labor movement from Socialism
inevitably leads to degeneration and bourgeois ideas.”

Here there is expressed no blind subservience to the spontane-

movement, no worshipping of some inherent, unexplained

whereby “the Labor movement is never wrong.” Lenin

ed that we must be “able to envisage the theoretically

J I T e
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helpless, but vital, mass-powerful L\ulmr nlr:m_fement," and heT n.ev:'::
tired of insisting that the task of the bf)f'la!!.%' _mr;w_ams:ni.l IT ;
connect itgelf with this mass movement, to raise |'?l.u level o ‘(I ads
congciousness, to give it “Socialist consciousness, to make it in-
dr:r:enr_ient of the bou r_';:rfni:qr: m,]t]flﬂ. :J!}];Iﬁ-’lﬂl;l;'l(‘.l,’r-lh;. L
It is of particular importance that the basis T
tion of the Australian Labor mr.w‘-.rrnr:m to h”l”g‘:“,h|“ eas A
policy be clearly understood and its development 'fT'fl'.fr(—"f.. At
The working-class movement in ?h‘l:-‘. country was |_n. tenced
in its dev by the ideas, methods of struggle
enormously in its rlr,‘.elopmen_’r y o
and organisation of the British worke for as [_ﬁ_‘l’lljw tmxrnfmfd
stated, "Australia was an “uut]ew:lnpwl, votng country populs |
S F s s Tnelish workers., ; . - . i
¢ '}‘}11:"}1:‘;&slézilr:dhthe effects of the rlf;mi_nal_ir-n of n;’grrr;rfnfrn};rr;l\rz |
the British Labor movement are summarised by Lrjmnim fo 1; ;.
“The causes are (1) Exploitation of the who e-’wrlaz( Dy
this country; (2) its monopolistic Pns«llmn in the “:():‘ll n"[‘al-:‘c;
ket; (3) its colonial mqnnpol_v. [‘h‘s-_c:ffe{-ts akre. in:(; o
transformation of a section of_the Lrltls_fh wor r;,-‘:l',uh b
middle class; (2) the opportunity of leading it “hIF[hl:g '
the working class accord to a f‘f@(:'vhﬁll:l cr;rrq?‘lt_f:q Y ;:gr.,_qg)
talist class, or at least paid b_v. it. (“Imperia hm .IJI m .”;P
This was the exceptional position Engllanrlm!{rra.lpl_.(r 3 im-’
second half of the last century. The very rlprv‘]\-”r,md?nu ol .
pe-rialirsm, however, as a world system was ;:']Irr’-.,_r,r...,( _f::ﬁn g ot '
g g fa""r-’””’l'i'g T;]'n;;rltul\t l‘r{fxf()ilr;;{ place a pro= ‘
» end of last century. As a resu ere was taking p ace vt v 7
Tﬁ.’?’i’,-ﬁl\«e’-‘ narrowing of the basis of t::s:(l';:mrmS,Jr'ttitr;’(Frr:)rpLI;r:;p ;ini?:;r?
ras acfompanied by a growing irreconciia ¥ I
::'?th di(h‘c-‘r:fnt-ral and viml‘ interest of the “’“'rk‘tfi,c-:’:';\'u’:lhr;
Lenin closely observed and ?nalvqs-r} these facts, 4 )
3 « ~ 1 at - |
ok g }'(rr?lg;q,]r?;;::-‘nitr;;“ l.f[;nmnt}‘:::f:r:rn|'+:», no longer triumph in frl]:; ‘
‘—»rarkiilis:—r-l;mh of any country 'r'r:r lr\-n;'.'_ rirk-r:.;lrlrj:;.:::”\ﬁrrtlnrm,_
case in England in the second half of the nine
.;m'v." ("Irrirwr‘ialisn';," p. 90.) .
It was from this hs_--;u\-ih'_._]arlp_rn Fl-']'ﬂ':h'l!ht;ri‘ t{‘]{w A
ism which sapped the virile fighting streng’® &% ©& T e int o
ing them weak and disorgamisec, 17nﬂ|1m‘a: o IJv'n_-hir-lh were to make
bourgeois poiitics, that great masses came Witel VIS 6 Shoel
the Australian Labor movement. 1his Was parti
1o the gold discoveries.
B ’;‘P?;:- i,l:}v!vinnrn“rr of the Labor move

d arrived

English Liberalk

ment proceeded quickly
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and naturally tended to follow the lines of the British workers.
Numerous small craft unions were formed for the struggle to im-
prove the lot of the workers within the confines of the capitalu_st
syetem. It was “pure and simple” trade unionion which Lenin =
declared leads to the Labor movement “hecoming subordinated
to bourgeois ideology.”
§ However, whilst it was possible to transplant the British
~ methods of organisation and struggle it was not posgible to trans-
plant conditions which favored their growth in Britain. The con-
ditions in Australia differed considerably from England, and
whilst they certainly favored the growth of opportunism, the
basis was not so strong. Hence the movement in its further
flevelopment took on important new features corresponding to
the new conditions.
; Anstralia is a young country in which capitalism developed =
" minus the restricting, retarding, reactionary and despotic influ- =
ence of feudalism. Here, and particularly at the hirth of the
‘Labor movement, capitalism was extremely weak, especially if =
8 with Britain, but at the same time it had extensive -
possibilities of development.
" The rapid development of the trade unions from the ’fifties,
en estimated in connection with the weakness of the capitalist =
s, meant that the workers occupied a relatively strong posi- =

However, at the same time the absence of any great demo-
cratic tasks confronting the proletariat helped to restrict and
w the political outlook of the Labor movement. The workers
living and developing in conditions of a fully established
wocratic system, “which confronts the proletariat with purely
ialist tasks.” (Lenin.) {
Socialism was sneered at by the Liberal British workers and
W no place in the early period of development of the Aus-
: ian Labor movement. i
The young working-class movement was content to struggle
reforms within the limits of capitalism and to develop along
e lines of “pure and simple” trade unionism. This meant sub-
servience to bourgeois ideas and complete subordination to bour-

is politics. E
The period up until the ’eighties was marked by a shortage of
power and this, combined with the weakness of capitalism,
ced the workers in a favorable position, one which they were
glow to take advantage of. In 1855 the Sydney building work-
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ers struck for an eight-hour day and won it. This was followe
by a whole series of struggles for the eight-hour day and wage
increases, whl(‘h wags accompanied by the rapid development of
the trade unions, which began to he organised to cover unskilled
as well as skilled workers., This latter ig of the utmost importance,
for the trade unions ef Britain in this same period covered only
skilled workers. It was much later, in 1889, when stirrings de-
vel‘uped among the unskilled workers in Britain, and new trade
unions commenced to develop. Engels regarded this development
among the British workers with great enthusiasm, as signifying
a new awakening of the British workers which would lead to them
becoming politically independent of the bourgeoisie and hasten
the development of Socialism. Later, in 1908, Lenin, in analysing
the development of this movement together with the changing
situation of British capitalism, wrote:
“The English trade unions, insular, aristoeratic. philis-
tinely selfish, hostile towards Socialism, who have produced a
number of direet traitors to the working-class, who have sold
themselves to the bourgeoisie for Government positions, are
nevertheless approaching Socialism, awkwardly, hesitatingly,
in a zig-zag fashion, but approaching it nevertheless!”

The organising of the unskilled workers in Australia, which
commenced earlier than in Britain, has also great significance. I
meant the going beyond the narrow conception of organising only
skilled workers to a broader conception of working-class organisa-
tion, even though the craft boundaries remained. It marked the
gradual rise of class understanding amongst the Australian work-
ers. This growing class understanding was to be greatly facili-
tated in the stormy events of the later ’eighties and early
‘nineties,

THE FOUNDATION OF THE LABOR PARTY.

Toward the end of the ’eighties an economic crisis of serious
proportions struck Australian capitalism.

The capitalist class viciously attacked the living standardg of
the workers, who resisted strongly, A whole series of stx uggles
developed which culminated in the great maritime strike of 1890.
This was an event of the utmost significance, for it marked a
definite and clear turning-point in Australian working-class his-
tory.
It was the first great general struggle of the organised
working class of Australia against capital.

The cause of the dispute was the refusal of the shipowners to
permit the Mercantile Marine Officers’ Association to continue its
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affiliation with the Melbourne Trades Hall Council.

The seamen, waterside workers and then the miners, shearers,
and Broken Hill miners all ceased work. The employers mobilised
strike-breakers and with the full support of the capitalist State
—large forces of police and soldiers were placed at their disposal
— succeeded in defeating the workers.

A severe setback was registered, but it was a new working
class which emerged from the struggle—one which had advanced
a long way along the path to class understanding,

The great general strike had succeeded in lining up the work-
ing-class army against capitalism; it revealed the existence of an
irrepressible conflict hetween the working-class and the capitalist
class, a bitter class struggle.

In this, more than anything else, rests the great political sig-
nificance of the maritime strike. From that time onwards the
class struggie entered into a new phase.

The political awakening which was manifesting itself in the
period leading up to the 1890 strike was greatly advanced. The
Labor movement felt the need to shake off its dependence on
bourgeois parties and politics, and to come out as an independent
political force.

Arising out of the great strike the N.S.W. Lahor Party was
formed in 1891. The formation of the Labor Party represented
a step forward towards political independence. Engels, in dealing
with the Anglo-American Labor movement, repeatedly empha-
sised the need for the establishment of a “broad workers’ party
. . . no matter on what programme.” Lenin, in commenting on
the formation of the British Labor Party, wrote: .

“It represents the first step on the part of the really prole-
tarian organisations of England toward a conscious class
policy and towards a Socialist Labor Party.”

Both Engels and Lenin regarded the formation of a Labor
party in the Anglo-American countries on “no matter what pro-
gramme”’ as a necessary step toward independent working-class
political organisation.

In his speech at Cessnock on October 29, 1934, Lang, after
gtating that the Labor movement originated in the great indus-
trial unions, declared: “But these unions felt they were impotent
without political allies. Out of their necessity they created the
Labor Party. And with the Labor Party the Labor movement ob-
tained power.”

It was not “out of their necessity” that the Labor Party was
created. The Labor Party was a product of, was born out of, the
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fierce class battles of the latter end of last century, but it has
never lived up to those glorious traditions. It was creafed, not
because the unions felt “impotent,” hut because there was a grow-
ing recognition that in addition to the economic struggle and or-
ganisations, that the Labor movement had need also to wage the
political struggle and to develop political organisation. The for-
mation of the Labor Party certainly marked a forward step in
the political awakening of the working-class. However, the
workers had need of a class party, one which would pursue a class
policy. The Labor Party has never fulfilled this role.

It is a two-class party based in the petty hourgeoisie and
working-class, and its policy has always been one of collaboration
with the capitalist class. Hence, to declare that “with the Labor
Party the Labor movement obtained power” is puerile, but poor
deception. It is obvious to even the simple-minded that capitalism
is firmly established in the saddle to-day.

Far from obtaining power for the working-class, which can
be realised only through the establishment of the dictatorship of
/,19 proletariat, the Labor Party has subordinated it more a.x}d
inore to the powér of the capitalist class. Already, im 1913, Lenin
declared that due to the peculiarities of Australian capitalism, the
Labor Party “is a liberal-bourgeois party, and the so-called Lib-
erals in Australia are really Conservatives.” He then went on to
show that “In Australia the Lahor Party has done what in other
countries was done by the Liberals.” :

From its very inception the Labor Party lersthcirtln-J llmv of
avoiding struggle. It neither accepted Socialism as its aim nor
did it make the class struggle the basis for its tactics, On the
contrary, it sponsored the development of arbitration a;]d the
right of the capitalist State to decisively interfere in disputes
between capital and labor. It sought to smooth over dais difter-
ences, to replace the class struggle with “class peace, and to
subordinate all working-class activity to the Parliamentary
struggle. : ! ;

The economic development of Australian capitalism, parficu-
larly since the beginning of the century, 1‘;1-.'f)1-<{n'|_ the g}'ulwlh of
U]l]J‘Hl‘ilHli-\'ITl. and the L.P. politicians together with the "5'“’.""'."‘."‘
bureaucracy established firm domination over 1ng_wz-mlg_-«_m.«
movement, throttling to a considerable degree militant activity.

The domination of the Labor Party and the growing subservi-
ence of the trade unions to L. P. politics and arbitration, not only
devitalised and dissipated the strength ul'le workers, but it
L-l:mf_r meant the more complete penetration of hourgeois ideas into
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the working-class.
The conditions of Australian capitalism, however, were chang:
ing and with such changes the antagonism between the liberal
bourgeois policy of the Labor Party and the interests of the work-
ing-class inevitably sharpened.
Lenin, in his article on Australia, declared:
“Naturally. when Australia is finally developed and consoli-
dated as an independent capitalist State the conditions of the
workers will change, as also will the Liberal-Labor Party,
which will make way for a Socialist Labor Party.”
Already on the eve of the war much opposition was developing
against the Labor Party. This discontent found its expression in
tendencies to turn back, to reject the political struggle and the
political party and to take up anarcho-syndicalism rather than te
go forward to the development of a “Socialist Labor Party.” I
THE 1914 BETRAYAL £
The outbreak of the world war increased the discontent of the
masses with the Labor Party. The whole treacherous policy
which had been pursued in the years prior to the war, *
the collaboration and co-operation with the capitalist class,”
the desertion of the interests and aims of the working
a3, these were but stepping-stones to that greater betrayal,
; support of the robber imperialist world war. The Fisher
abor Government held power in the Federal Parliament
war broke out and, with true fidelity to the bourgeoisie,
raised the infamous slogan—“to the last man and the last shil- =
ling” in defence of the Empire—this Empire, which is the great-
est slave-pen history has ever known, where hundreds of millions
of people are held in bondage to British Imperialism. :
The Labor Party leaders and the reformist trade union officials
allied themselves with the eapitalist class against the working- |
class to carry through the war. If they had not done so, then the
isie could never have continued.
& It was this action of the Labor Party in supporting the capi- 3
~ talist war and thereby going against the interests of the working-
class which facilitated the conditions for a split in the workers®
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_ Already prior to the war 2 number of revolutionary organisa-
tions, extremely sectarian and narrow, had come into existences
During the war these organisations, particularly the LW.W. and
sw-lhs!_ Ll.htlrmniyl’art\: ’ ramdiw ¥ erxtend. led their influence 2
) on the is of their struggle against the
. They conducted this struggle in 2 courageous and deter-
el manner, but, nevertheless,, with many shorteomings which)
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were 1'.ht:’ result of their theoretical confusion and wrong tactics,

Within the Labor Party the struggle against the war polley of
the leaders was extremely sharp and culminated with the congerip
tion issue in the expulsion of the most blatant war supporters,
Holman, Hughes, ete., from the party, This did not menn, how:
ever, that the Labor Party then opposed the war, On the con
trary, it supported the war, the only difference helng that it
claim’d the right for each worker to “decide” whether he ghould
go or not, This in face of the fact that the capitalist class held In
ite hands all the means with which to fabricate and falsify so
called public opinion (press, pulpit, halls, schools, ete,), and sup
pressed all opposition to the war, It is noteworthy that Labor
politicians who “opposed” conseription were not averse to taking
the platform in support of recruiting campaigns snd thus help
ing further to frame public opinion and to limit the possibility of
a worker “deciding” (Storey and Ryan, e¢te,)

The 1917 general strike, the Russian revolution, the influence
of which was already manifest in 1918, and the general discontent
which had reached a high pitch at the end of the war and which
the crisis conditions up until 1921 did not serve to lessen, all re
gulted in intensifying the discontent with the Labor Party, Left
wing elements commenced to break away under the pressure from
the masses.

In f)',’";h‘:r 1920, the Communist Party of Australia was
formed ot of left-wing elements, many of whom were oppor
tunists and members of the revolutionary organisations, 1t was
unable, however, to connect itself with t Labor moyvement
and particularly with the trade unions, and for many years re
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dinated to bourgeois ideas and politics.

Socialism is not something that can be realised by moving
resolutions or by the mere changing of an objective. It is a pro-
duct of the class struggle which must he prosecuted relentlessly
and which leads inevitably to the revolutionary overthrow of capi-
talism and the establishment of proletarian dictatorship.

But instead of pursuing the class struggle the L.P., following
the 1921 conference, where the so-called “Red” rules were adop-
ted, continued along the line of class collaboration, of CO-0pera-
tion with capitalism, Economic conditions favored the L. P. From
1921 until 1929 Australian capitalism entered into a period of
expansion. The movement of the workers which reached such
high pitch at the end of the war commenced to decline, The dig-
trust of the L. P. weakened,

This period was one when reformism strengthened its pogi-
tion considerably and the L. P. once again established class con-
nections with and influence over the trade unions. At no time
in its history was the Labor Party more united, at no time were
the trade unions more subordinated to it than in this period,

MR. LANG’S PROF OUNDNESS ‘

At Cessnock, Mr. Lang declared with such effrontery as weuld
Put a quack doctor to shame:-

“The financial power does not care wWhether the Laber

Party moves right or left, The only time it cares, and the

only time it is afraid is when the movement is united,

marching straight ahead.”
# This pompous nonsense will not stand a moment’s considera-
ion.

. In that period preceding 1929, when capitalism was BO Con-
siderably strengthened, the workers were “united” around the
L.P. banner and marched “straight ahead.” The Communist
Party was weak and isolated and exercised no influence, or very

, on the direction of the march. Labor Governments were
elected in Queensland, N.S.W._, Victoria, Western Australia, South
Austral}a, and in the Federal arena, The Labor Party was at
the zenith of its power, but the financial power neither “cared,”
Dor was it “afraid,” for it Power was never in danger.

The Labor Party was “marching straight ahead,” with the
employers, to the strengthening of capitalism, “straight ahead”
o the strengthening of the chains holding the working masses
~enslaved to capitalism.

main factor enabling capitalism to restore itself and ex.
further in the post-war period was precisely the co-operation
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and assistance of the Labor Party which, together with the pe-
formists, held the workers back from struggle,

Mr, Lang, with ponderous solemnity, has assured the working-
clags that the Labor movement is "never wrong,” which is but a
more modest way of saying “Lang is right,” From this it follows
that if it “marches straight ahead” it must be right, Where it is
marching to is a matter of no consequence, the important thing is
“forward,” (Shades of Bernstein!)

The profound ;Umur':-\'y of this is so obvious that even a child
would bhe amuged, Whiy, the whole history of the Australian
Labor movement has been marked by aimlessness, by lack of
direction in its development, and this has been its weakness

The movement itself is important, that it march ahead is ime
portant, but the most important thing of all is that it knows
where it is marching—where it is headed for. The whole maoves
ment and its advance must be subordinated to the realisation of
its objective, which is the destruetion of capitalism and the
establishment of the dietatorship of the proletariat, It must be
able to combine unity in organisation and advance with clear
objectives. To merely “march straight ahead” means to travel
along at the rear of capitalism

Lang’s worshipping at the shrine of the spontaneous Labor
movement is combined with bitter contempt for theory, He de-
¢lared at the Goulburn Country L. P. Conference, in 1933 "'J‘ht:
great Labor movement has never laid claim to a vast amount of
scholastic erudition. It is a people’s movement,” And at the
Sydney Metropolitan Conference, the same year, he said after
attacking the theorists: “The people to whom we rn!u»i appeal
have no intgrest in learned dissertations on Socialism.’

What a éendescending philanthropic bourgeois! He does not
want to overburden the workers with knowledge. They must know
just enough to shout “Lang is right.” But does he not .H.I;U‘Jdrr
the working-class when he declares they “have no interest” in
Socialism ? i

Why must the workers not be given ”uf-_'l‘_‘. 7 Precisely because
they \'\'.fl'.l]d then commence to demand to l«.rm_\‘.' where lhr_‘-‘ were
marching to, and they might even start to pry into the very doubt-
ful theories of BSocialisation of Credit and Nationalisation of
Banking. Lang wants the workers to wallow along in fpr;urm]@
and black confusion, for it is this, and this before anything else,
which makes his leadership possible

The conditions which favored the growth of re iu-sn'hm and
the L. P. in the post-war period were, however, not to last. In
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1929 the world economic crisis broke, and the comparatively wea
Australian capitalism was hit with tremendous force. The
ployers launched the most vicious offensive against the wor
and “the conditions of the workers” (Lenin) changed.
. The crisis of capitalism and its decay was also the crisiz of
E the Labor Party and its decay. As the crisis developed and th
. “conditions of the workers” changed, so the antagonism betwee
. the bourgeois Labor Party and the vital interests of the working-
3 class became more intense.

Profound stirrings were to be observed in the proletariar
giant, stirrings which indicated that the reformist chloroform w2
eommencing to lose its effects, that the period of ebb was givi
way to a new wave of working-class struggles. In 1928-29-

* there took place the great battles of the waterside workers, timb
workers and miners, and this was followed, 1930-24, by a whole
series of struggles of employed and unemployed workers.
Those great battles in the early part of the crisis revealed the
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fact that the Labor movement was taking the path leading to the
ending the political reaction, backwardness and passivity,
which long years of the domination of the Labor Party had pro- =
The more recent battles have served to confirm and hasten
development. 5
The main force influencing this development was and is the
aunist Party, which is the “Soecialist Labor Party” Lenin
esaw would develop.
From the years of its formation until the end of 1929 the
T gt Party was unable to throw off the opportunism and
which prevented it from overcoming its isolation
8 the masses. The years 1930-31-32 were years of struggle
st opportunism and sectarianism which inevitably aceom-
d the drive made to win the masses to the side of the revo- |
pary movement. In this struggle considarable success was
in the sphere of mass work, and at the same time the
6 and “left” sectarian elements were shattered. The years
i were years of real struggle for the masses and of con- |
m of the party on the line of the Comintern.
Now, ?ie

the oocasion of the 11th anniversary of the death §
“Socialist Labor Party™ be foresaw wopld develop
i to maturity. The bourgeois Labor Party is “making
h_'lhe mass Communist Party.
nd if 1929 marked 2 turning-point in the development of the
m Labor movement, then the miners’ election in Novem-
is also historically important.
oniy does it reveal that the Commurists have conmerts
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themselves with the massges and become hardened and experis
enced, but it wag also the first major sethack experienced by Lang
in the Labor movement, The strugegle in the miners' elections
wap the most important and bitter ever waged hetween the revos
lutionary and reformist tendencies in the Labor movement, and
the overwhelming vote for Orr and Nelson will inevitably fa ili=
tate the decay of the reformism in this country

The clash of class interests within the Labor movement i8
entering a more bitter stage, The L.P., which dominated the
working-class movement for so lopg, with such little effort, and
which corrupted the movement with bourgeois ideas, & now on
its way to lquidation. Mr, Lang realises this and he is frantieally
trying to piece together the house of cards which is falling ahout
his ears., He even engages in such childish nonsense as elaiming
that the f,'urmrl\-n;:zt Party is not part of the Labor movement
And to do 50 he has gone to the extent of revising our definition
and understanding of the Labor movement, His outstanding
merit is that he always likes things made to suil himself, At
Cessnock he declared:

“ Always remember tha
u’hi’jl:t, is not the Labor Party ' &
combined that make 2 united Labor movement.™ (*Labor
Daily,” Oect. 20.)

From this it follows that any
bination is slso outside the Labor movement
Party, definitely, is taboo, Bhould the miners
ganisation, withdraw from the L. P., ther
.-".sf-..‘ri outside the Labor movement Lang vir
when later in bis speech he said, “There are ma
iz to-day who would like to see the Miners ¥e

ng the Labor movement.” ( ‘Labor Daily

movement is not 1he
e uniions and the perty
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verbiage and deception Lang's definition
than that the J_ul abor Party is the La
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Vacts, however, wre stubhor
stance is that the Labor movement is sometiing bieest
the Labor Party. I ex b

It is the movement of the Whos

seope and eontent than
Lahor Party was hor
ing masses who are forced i9 el tined Mgt e
The Labor Party is only & par of this movement. 10e¢ T :‘i
; whether inside or oulside the Labhor Pariy & pai ‘,r.
she Labor movesment, one of s most vidlle 264 Say .::_“‘.: J‘:s.m: .;bl,

A Fi !

and to talk of it “Sghting the Labor movement” is 49

r power 19 it

Federation,

S



. why we say that the miners’ elections, November, 1934, mark a

. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SPLIT IN THE LABOR
VEMENT

T T TR
- W

N SWMM o

——

January, 1935

Page 18 COMMUNIST REVIEW

fighting itself. This is the absurdity to which Lang’s analysis
reduces itself.

The main point, however, is the suggestion that the Commun-
ist Party is not part of the Labor movement, This is a case of the
wish being {ather to the thought. Communism is an integral part
of the working class, of the Labor movement, its most vital, virile
and necessary part. Without it, the Labor movement degenerates,
it “marches ahead” willy-nilly, without direction, it becomes
dependent on capitalism and subordinated to bourgeois politics,
To cut the Labor movement off from communism, if it were POssi-
ble, would be to cut it off from life.

With his fervent desire to have things made to his own order,
Lang would dismiss the communists, squashing them with his
very profound declaration on the component parts of the Lah
movemeni. However, things are not quite so easy. The miners
vote, for instance, was an emphatic approval of revolutionary
leadership. It showed that a great body of workers have a differ-
ent angle on the Labor movement to Lang.

In his speech, Lang grudgingly admitted that the miners had
always “been a power” to “be respected.” They have heen some-
thing more than this, however. There has heen no important
event in Australian working-class history in which the miners
have not played a foremost role, and in many cases a leading one.
In the great strikes, in the formation of the Labor Party, in the
struggle against war, in the fight against capitalism ; no matter
where you look, the inflaence of the miners is marked. As a
trade union, the Miners’ Federation was always in the vanguard
wf the movement, and the path the miners trod was usually the
beginning of a big mass movement in the same direction. This is

1 turning-point in the history of the Lahor movement. The
miners’ decision reflects a general tendency in the working class,
wf which the minersare the spearhead—a tendency to sever con-
mections with the Labor Party and reformism and to turn finally
#nd decisively 1o revolutionary leadership.

MO
Hﬂr. Lang was mot merely content with declaring that com-
Bimnsm was not part of the labor movement: he also sugpgested
wommunists should be “treated as enemies 6f the labor move-
iy lhnj they were “a party pledged to smash the labor

; should be annoyed at this churlishness from the “leader”
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of the Labor Party, but we are not. If Lang had praised ug, then
we should have had cause to worry and to examine ourselyes.

The drivel about the communists heing “pledged to smagh the
labor movement” will no more stand consideration than the sug-
gestions that the miners would “fight the labor movement.”

{is insistence that the communists he “treated as enemies” is
ng ing more nor less than a demand that he he allowed, together

his flunkeys, to continue his treachery and hetrayal of the

movement, unrestricted and unmolested. We are to he

aded as enemies of the labor movement hecause Lang and the

bor Party leaders want the unchallenged right to continue to

u.ag the working class through the mire and filth of hourgeois

politics ; hecause they want to continue “marching forward” allied
with capitalism,

Is it not clear that his demand that we be “treated as enemies”
is but a crude attempt to eover up his own culpability, and to do
50 under the flag of downright lying, abuse and slander? Bu
lying, abuse and slander were ever poor protection. ‘Fo-day the
working masses are commencing to see through it. They are
asking the guestions: “Who are the bourgeois agents in the
ranks of the labor movement? Who are they in the labor move-
ment that are fighting it? Where are we marching to?”

The full implication of Lang’s declaration against the Coms
munist Party is to be found, however, in the following statement :

“If there is a likelihood of any union electing members of
the Communist Party to a controlling position in that union
it is my bounden duty, as the labor leader of this State, to
yrge the rejection of the members of the Communist Party.
And not only is it my duty to adopt that attitude, but it is
the duty of every member of the labor movement Cvery
individual must declare for the labor movement [He means
Labor Party.—R. D.] or for the Communist Parly.”

The communists “must be treated as enemies” “Declare
for the Labor Party or the Communist Party.” The re call e 0o
mistaking the meaning, Lang is determined o split the labor
movement to its very foundations, to dismember the working
class, render it impolent and to “smash” it. ; :

It is tnue that a split, to a degree, already exists in ¢ he W OFK-
ing class; but for this the Labor Party is solely EEETIORERME, &u
created the conditions for the split whvnl it wnited with t:iwt"d-“t_*sn
against the working class in the period before the war, but Pﬂ!l 1-
owlarly during the war. Following the war, it ‘-U“'-“m:‘(a (‘;‘l_l'“
policy, and with the development of the crisis it degenerated 50
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far that to-day the only policy it is capable of is a reform of the
banking system in order to restore capitalism to “prosperity,” to
strengthen the capitalist system. ..
But the collapse of capitaliem is imminent, and the bourgeoisie,
in order to try and prolong their existence, are madly driving
forward to fascism and war. The Labor Party is part of th®
process, and is aiding its development even as it participate ‘
the prepzrations for the last great slaughter, and which, when it
broke out, openly allied with capitalism in order to “win the war.”
To continue allied to capitalism means to “march forward” to
fascism and war. In Germany, the social-democracy pursued the
same policy. It marched with capitalism and split the working
class, thus paving the way for the victory of Hitler. In Australia,
the Labor Party’s policy, carried to its completion, leads also to
the victory of faseism and the destruction of the mass organisa-
tions of the working class.
To go with capitalism means to go against the working class
thereby precipitate a split in its ranks. This is what the
z Party policy has mezant. One thing is elear, however, from
: w in the struggles of the workers, namely, that no
p division exists in the mass of the rank and file of the labor
ent. It is towards this, however, that Lang is driving, for
8 what is implied in the demand that “every individual must
re for the Labor Party or for the Communist Party.”
" A eritical moment has arrived in the history of the Australizn
. Babor movement, and great and grave tasks fall to the lot of the
revolutionzry movement.
. I Lang’s demand is realised it will have disastrous vesults for
e working class and will defiver 2 sethack 1o the labor move-
from which it will take yesrs to recover. It will abmost
witably result in the victory of faseism and in the materialiss-
om of the war plans of eapitalien. Buch are the issues, and it is
this that 43 vears of the domination of the Labor Party in the
i movement has led. This is the bitter, galling truth wihich 2l

7 o g “qmw“ﬂ”"g‘-t
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;u_'t-]_::ui'ngli,q crown 1ts treachery by paving the way for the
vietory of fageism, [t stands out as a mighty monument ta
deception, corruption, trescher y and betrayal

The great task contronting the working elass is the develop:
ment of the struggles against fascism, war and the capitalist
oftensive, In ovder to he successful the workers must he united
i these struggles, The Communist Party recognises this, and is
leaving no o.'i..mjf- unturned to seeure such URity We have
approached the Labor Party with proposals for organising jeint
/;;‘1.,‘1,-:_4 in the struggle, to assist in welding the united tront of the
working class for the struggle against capitalism. The Labor
Party refuses to answer, which mesns that it rejeets the pre
posals. It is obvious that Lang’s declaration st Cessnsck has
_hff.!.m‘h.r the policy for the whole of the Labor Party leadership
But not so with the Labor Party workers. Byver ywhere there is
response to the appeal of the Communist Party. Labor Party
branches and trade unions are endo sing it. An enormous mass
of Labor Party workers an number of Labor Party leaders
(ﬁ:we, }‘ﬂéi-!'}‘ﬁ"}'}!'!‘) ele,) ;'J':_'_HJ' i gnited mass dt-”wn:‘)'ﬂ‘l"ﬂ!: '.-d.'&d
demands for the pight of entry for Kisch and Grithn, The united
front of the working elass is being welded in the sts Hggle, despite
Lang and the Labor Party. CGresfer battles sre shead snd we gre
determined to unite the workers for these st uggles

The glorious fighting traditions of the latter half of last
century live to-day in the Communist Pay ty. But the confusion
and hesitation of that penied has gone. To those fraditions we
add Maryism-Leninism, the mivhly theory of the proletariat
hased on the experiences of the worlang vlass movement the world

OVEr,

The Communist Party beings socialist consciousness o Hhe
working class, and is organising and divecting the strugsles of
the laboning masses fowsrds the reslisation of the great
histonicall task of overthrovwing capitatiss sad establishing the

power of the werking dass
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Lenin and the_ Trade Unions

d By T. WRIGHT

The trade-unions arose inevitably as the result of the confliet
bhetween the workers and their exploiters, representing the
gspontaneous movement of the workers developing in the course
of sgtruggle towards their consolidation as a social class.

Combinations of the workers were savagely repressed hy the
government and the employers. The workers, however, persisted
in their activity, organised in secret and waged energetic and
stubborn strike struggles. As a result of these determined
etruggles and with the assistance of the radical bourgeoisie, the
working class won the legal right to form trade unions,

In his “Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844,"

3 2 Frederick Engels gave a theoretical exposition of this develop-
ment: .
i “Trade unions came into being in every branch of industry,

e - . They openly worked for the defence of the individual
. workers against the tyranny and injustice of the bourgeoisie.
e 5 Their aims were: To fix wages by collective bargaining, to
b - negotiate with the employers of labor as a power functioning
in the name of all the members of the union, to regulate
‘ wages in accordance with the profits of the entrepreneur, to
raise wages whenever possible, to keep wages up to the same
E level in every branch of work in the faetories,”—Engels,
: “Conditions of the Working Class in England in 1844,” i

“Whenever possible and advisable, the local craft associa- ¥
tions combine to form federations. . Not only did the
unions endeavor to unite all the workers in & given trade .
into one great association, but from time to time (as for
instance in 1830) they tried to combine the workers of the
whole of England into one vast trade union, within which
the workers of each craft should be independently
organised.” —Engels.

L]

& L Ll
~_ The universal and chief fighting method of the trade union
i the strike, to which Mary and Engels attributed tremendous

me “In the absence of such a protest the greed of the
i would know no bounds.” (Engels). “Strikes are tk
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military training ecolleges of the workers, they are the schaols
wherein the proletariat is prepared for its entry into the great
struggle which is inevitahle; they are the proclamations wherehy
individugl sections of the workers announce their adhegion to
the Labor movement as a whole,"—Engels.

Marx vigorously denounced and combated Proudhon, Las-
salle, Weston, and other representatives of petty-hourgenis
socialism, who denied the usefulness of the trade unions and the
Importance of strikes. Marx exposed the hourgeois theo y of the
wages fund which denied the pessibility of wage Increases,
showed how value and surplus value are created and how Wages
are determined,

In the controversies over the question of whether or not i
was worth while fighting for the demands of the trade unions—
more wages, shorter hours, factory legislation, etc.—Marx and
Engels defended this struggle fou partial demands as of the
utmost importance in relation to the general struggle of the
proletariat. The First International raised the slogan of the
eight-hour day. Engels showed how:

“The law of wages is not upset by the struggle of trade
upions. On the contrary it is enforced by them. Without
the means of resistance of the trade unions the lahorer does
not receive even what is due according to the rules of the
wage system.”—" The Lahor Standard,” London, May 21,
1881.

COMBINING SOCIALISM WITH THE TRADE UNIONS

“The recognition of the necessity for combining socialism
with the working-class movement, is the great merit of Marx
and Engels. They forged the revolutionary theory which
explains the necessity for this combination and shows the
socialist objective tg be the organisation of the class struggle
of the proletariat.”—Lenin, 1900,

The discoveries of Marx and Engels established a scientific
basis for socialism, but the struggle for socialism was unreal and
ineffective until Bnked up with the mass organisations and daily
struggles of the working-class.

On the other hand, the organisations established by the work-
ing-class themselves—the trade unions—would never of their
own accord have been able to raise the level of their struggle
above that of demanding concessions obtainable withis the frame-
work of ::apitahsm.

Writing on the limitations of the trade unions, Engels stated:

“The struggle for high wages and short hours and the



7

whole action of trade unions as now carried on, is not an end
in itself, but a means, 3 very necessary and eifectiwe means,
but only one of several means towards a higher end; the
abolition of the wages system altogether,”
“At the side of, or above, the unions of special trades there
E must spring up a general union, 2 political organisation of
b the working—class as a whole,”—“The Labor Standard,”
; Referring to m?nmmm Worki
erring to f i ngmen’s Association, and
its eonnection with the trade unions, Marx in his letter to Kugel-
man, dated Nm'erq,ber 29, 1864, states:
“The association or rather its committee is important
because the !adu-s_ o:f%xl.wdmm Engmeisumbf areimit,, ”
aim to build 2 politieal
closely linked with the mass organisations
ﬂmmhziy the trade unions, enabling the
1o eo-ordinate the economic and politiesl
workers and link the struggle for every-day
final aims of the revolutionary proletaria.
estern Europe to realise the sim so clearly
was due to the treachery and
of ibe Bernsteins, Kautskys, and Hen.

Wrlng fwm!ﬁxe tmk;vi::;d countries
8, departing from xisg, their
e T et
economic strugg e trade
sotialism, the reformists soughnt
i r e and the politica
activity in pursuit of reforms.

st the traitors of the Second uterns
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developed and strengthened after the party, arpund the
party and in friendship with the parly ' —Slalip
Hut this close Marxist yelationship hetween the parly and the
trade unions was not sochieyed without an Wlepge styrugele, undex
the leadership of Lenin, sgainst apponents within the party

The strike struggles of the Russian proletarial commenced in
the “seventies, and in the 'nipeties yenched giganti proportinns,
foreing important concessions from the employers. Mass organd
ns (mutugl gid societies, strike fund clubg, ete,) were fowmed
e workers and persisted in the face of the persecution of the
Tsarist Government

The strepgth of Chis spontaneous movement of the workers
developed a special tendency represented by the “economisds
The economisis howed hefore this “spontaneity” and considered
that il made the party wunecessary, A growping of the workers
ground the strike fund clubs, a cording to the economist s would
tor the paty. Thus the workers were 49

rgyle, Politivs were 10 be uone of
their business, but would coptined L0 narrow groups of the
intellectuals

he & sutficient subst
be contined

lendeawy , wihdch Golg-
cided with the aesire of the Hussisg howrgavisie 0 contine the
s of the strugple of the workers 40 pecuring ouly @ grepler
measdre of freedou wider capitalism

Lemin, jin ghisse
laneous element in

Lenin 1..‘,’,'}"’.;." !li\"'l."_-._':_\ ket Tk

¢ s spontanety, stated that the OO

ence pebreseis nothioy more nor less Ghan
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Lenin draws stleption 40 the spordaneous movemend i the
far s of  the eventies al élghtics wihien dhe workers
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r Lo sfwike war capvefy LR T TeT | knowi il adigl \,.a,u.nglls‘r
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the workers and the organisation of revolutionaries.”

In “What Is 'To Be Done " Lenin declarved that :

“The political struggle of the Bocial Democrats is far more
extensive and eomplex than the economic struggle of the
warkers against the employers and the government. Simi-
larly (and indeed for this reason) the organisations of the
revolutionary Social-Democrats must inevitably be different
from the organisation of the workers designed for the latter
struggle,”

During the 1905 revelution, in addition to the trade unions,
the working class established factory councils and delegates from
these councils, together with representatives from the unions
and political groups, formed the City Boviet, a new form of mass
organisation of the greatest significance. The genius of Lenin
corvectly discerned in this new organisation the ergans of the
future proletarian dictatorship.

_ ] While the trade unions united the industrial workers along
expressed in the struggle to define the trade lines, the Soviets, as a mass organisation, united all of the
arty and its relation to the el L toiling masses irrespective of trade and profession. They closely
in the Russian Social-Demaocr o f linked the proletarian vanguard with the mass of peasants.

ormation of two fractions—the Bol- ‘ “The highest prineiple of the dictatorship is the preserva-

, and the Mensheyiks

i Bart b Hi; o ; I tion of the union of the proletariat with the peasantry, so
‘ Y wis built on the basis of that the proletariat retain the leading role and the govern- ‘
not on the territorial basis n - ment power.”—Lenin. ‘
les (confining themselyes

While the parties of the Second International sank deeper in
the mire of reformism and approached the 1914 collapse, the
Bolsheviks, under Lenin, carried through the split with the Men- E
sheviks and built a powerful, disciplined organisation. '

In the years of reaction after the defeat of the 1905 revoiu-
tion, the unions were repressed and weakened. They carried on
a miserable existence until 1912, when a strong revival com-
menced, However, during the war, until the revolution of Febru-
ary, 1917, the unions were again repressed,

ROLE OF TRADE UNIONS IN NOVEMBER REVOLUTION

Following on the bhourgeois democratic revolution of
February 1917, the factory and trade union organisations, under
Bolshevik leadership, took s the struggle against the provisional
government and for “All Power to the Soviets.” The Menshevik
and Social Revolutionary leaders opposed the demands of the
workers, who nevertheless conducted strikes and demonatmtﬂfi
in the streets of Petrograd in July, 1917, in support of their
demands,

Under the control of the majority of Mensheviks and Social
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Republic triumphed over its innumerable foes because the
trade unions, which united the whole working class of Russia,
pave the proletarian government all possible support,

“The Soviet Republic of Russia will stand all trials, will
triumph over all its enemies, because the banner of Com-
munism is the banner of the trade-union movement in
Rusgia.’—Message from the Central Committee of the
Russian Communist Party to the All-Union Central Couneil
of Trade Unions on the occasion of its fifth anniversary,
July 3, 1922,

TRADE UNIONS AND THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

With the success of Bolshevism in the Soviet Union and the
formation of the Third International in 1919, under Lenin's
leadership, the way was paved for rapidly winning over the
revolutionary workers of the other countries for genuine revos
Jutionary struggle. The parties joining the Third International
took with them many of the weaknesses inherited from the period
of reformist domination, and were guilly of numerous and
gerious errors. Lenin gave considerable attention to correcting
these errors of the young Communist Parties.

He set out to correct, among others, the serious errors of the
“left” Communists who were opposed to working in “yeactionary”
trade unions, who were leaving the trade unions and were
desirous of ereating new and “pure” unions.

Once again Lenin explained the Marxist attitude towards the
trade unions:

“ Not less funny and childishly nonsensical appears to us
the important, learned and awesome revolutionary disquisi-
tions of the German “left’ as to why Communists cannot and
should not work in reactionary trade unions; why it is per-
missible to refuse such work; why it is necessary to quit
the craft unions and to create in their stead quite new and
pure ‘workmen’s unions’ led by exceedingly nice (and for the
most part probably very youthful) Communists, ete., ete.”

“Capitalism inevitably leaves as an inheritance to
socialism, on the one hand old professional and trade dif-
ferences created among the workers in the course of cen-
turies—on the other hand trade unions, which year after
year, very slowly can and will develop into broader
rather than craft organisations (embracing whole
and not merely crafts, trades and professions). These indus-




COMMUNIST REVIEW January, 1935

ial unions will, in their turn, lead to the education, train-
ing and preparation of workers who will be able to do every-
thing. Communism is proceeding in this direction; it must
necessarily and will arrive at this point, but only after a
N’ ‘m‘ F M ._ - -,! x 4
“In countries more advanced than Russia, a certain
. reactionism of the trade unions revealed itself necessarily
~ much more stm;{gty than in our country . . . there a much
 wider stratum of ‘labor aristocracy’—professional, narrow-
selfish, stale, petty-bourgeois elements, imper-
- inclined and bribed and corrupted by imperialists
L ed up. . this is so needs no proof. The
struggle the Gompers, Jouhaux, Hendersons, Mer-
rheims, Legiens and Co., in Western Europe is much more
difficult than the fight with our Mensheviki, who represent a
I'C sozial and political type. This
mercilessly conducted until (as was done
11l the incorrigible leaders of opportunism and
m have been completely exposed and thrown
unions. It is impossible to conquer the political
and this should not even be attempted, until these

cond s have been to a certain degree realised. . .’

“We carry on the struggle against the ‘labor aristocracy”
n the name of the working masses in order to gain them
- onour side . . . Our Mensheviki, like all opportunist, social-
- chauvinist, Kautsky-like leaders of the trade unions, are
‘nothing more nor less than the ‘agents of the bourgeoisie in
‘the labor movement . . .” Not to work within reactionary
trade unions means to leave the backward or insufficient!y-
developed working-masses to the influence of reactionary
leaders, agents of the bourgeoisie, labor aristocra

1
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in them.”

Lenin proceeds to relate how, prior to 1905, a secret service
agent, Zubatoff, established organisations for the workers to
ferret out therevolutionaries and for combating them, Members
of the Party were sent into these meetings and met with con-
siderable success in “wresting” the workers away from the
Zubatoff influence. In a footnote Lenin comments that the
_Gompers and Hendersons are “nothing else than Zubatoffs, differ-
ing from ours only in their European dress, in the gloss of their
civilised, refined, democratically smooth manner of conducting
their mean, sordid politics.”

TRADE UNIONS AND PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP '

Within Russia, the guidance of Lenin was required constantly,
after the November revolution, to elarify the relations between
the Party and the trade unions and between the Soviets and the
trade unions. The Mensheviks used their influence towards
breaking the close connection between the unions and the Soviets,
and between the unions and the Party, preaching the “inde-
pendance” of the trade unions. There were also “right” deviators
in the Party who supported a somewhat similar proposal. Then
again considerable confusion was created by Trotsky, who failed
to understand the correct relation between the Soviet apparatus
and the trade unions.

A degree of conflict also developed between the trade union
apparatus and the central councils of factory committees, which
were becoming rival directing centres. But this conflict was
ended by the reorganisation of the unions on an industrial basis
with one union in each workplace and one union in each industry.
The factory organisation in this way became a branch of the
industrial union.

In “Left Communism,” Lenin outlines the position of the
trade unions in relation to the Proletarian Dictatorship:

“The relation between leaders, party, class, masses, and
at the same time the relationship of the Proletarian Die-
tatorship and its Party to the trade unions, present them-
selves to us in the following concrete form: The Dictatorship
of the Proletariat is carried out by the Communist Party of
Bolsheviks. . . In carrying on its work the Party rests
directly on the trade unions.” :

Lenin then explains how the Communist Party, through its
fractiong, leads the trade unions. and continues:

“Thus is obtained, on the whole, a formally non-Com-
munistic, flexible, comparatively extensive and very power-

b
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The Newspaper as a Collective
- Organiser

By R. DAKRELL

In this article I propose to quote a number of important
 extracts from- Comrade Lenin’s writings on_ this fundamental
question in connection with the issue of an all;-Rqssian newspaper
in 1901, and his disagreement with a social-democrat, L.
‘Nadezhdin. AT e
" In an article, “Where to Begin,” .{)ublzshed in “Iskra” No. 4,
‘the task is set for the building of an a I-Russian newspaper as the
fundamental task for developing the revolutionary movement
‘throughout ¢l linked with the (at that time) spon-
reply Nadezhdin states: “Undoubtedly this is an
‘matter, but neither a newspaper, nor a whole
flets, nor a mountain of manifestos, can
s for a militant organisation in revolutionary
3 ‘set to work to build up strong political organi-
e localities. If we do not build up strong political
ns locally, what will be the use of even an excellently
1-Russian newspaper 7’
to this Comrade Lenin writes: “ Unless we set up
i tions in the localities, even an excellently
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|-Russian newspaper will be of no avail. Absolutely
But the whole point is that there is no other way of
¢ strong political organisations except through an all-
‘newspaper. The author missed the most important
“Iskra” made before it proceeded to explain its “plan”
. an all-Russian newspaper.—R.D.) : “That it is necessary to
all for the establishment of a revolutionary organisation capable
combining all of the forces, and of leading the movement not
in name but in deed. i.e., that will be ready at any moment
upport every protest aad every outbreak and to utilise these
- purpose of increasing and strengthening the militant
s required for decisive battles.” y
“A mewspaper is not merely a collective propagandist and

ve agitator, it is also a collective organiser. In this respect
e compared to the scaffolding erected around a huilding
on; it marks the contours of the structure, and
munication between the builders, permitting them

7
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to distribute the work and to view the common results achieved
by their organised labor.”

Ahsﬂ]utcly everyone now talks about the importance of
“unity,” about the necessity for “rallying’ and “organising,” but
the majority of us lack a definite idea of where to begin and how
to bring aboutl this unification, and very few of us realise the
tremendous importance of the Press in this regard.,

Lenin goes on to say: “ The mere function of distributing a
newspaper will help to establish a real contact (that is, if it is &
newspaper worthy of the name, i.e,, if it is issued regularly, not
once a month like a big magazine, but four times a month). At
the present time, communication between cities on revolutionary
business is an extreme rarity, and at all events an exception
rather than the rule. If we had a newspaper, however, such com-
munications would become the rule, and would secure not only
the distribution of the paper, of course, but algo (and what is more
important) an interchange of experience, of material, of force
and resources. The scope of organisational work would
immediately become ever so much wider and the sucecess of a
single locality would serve as a standing encouragement to
further perfection and the desire to utilise the experience by
comrades working in other parts of the country.

“1,0cal work would become far richer and more varied than it

is now, political and economical exposures gathered from all
over Russia would provide mental food to the workers of all
trades and in all stages of development and would provide
material and occasion for talks and readings on the most diverse \,-
subjects, which indeed will be suggested by hints in the legal
press, by conversations among the public and by shamefaced
government communications. Every outhreak, every demonstra-
tion, would be weighed and discussed from all its aspects all over
qussia; it would stimulate a desire not to lag behind the rest,
a desire to excel (we Socialists do not by any means reject all
rivalry or all ‘competition’), and consciously to prepare for that
which first appeared to spring up spontaneously, a desire to take
advantage of the favorable conditions in a given district or at a
given moment for modifying the plan of attack, ete.”

“ Saecondly, regular common work would train our people to
regulate the force of a given uttack in accordance with the
strength of the forces of the given local detachments of the
u];];u:w"iliun (at the present time no one ever thinks of doing this
bhecauge in nine cases out of ten these attacks occur spontan-
eously), and would facilitate the ‘transport’ from one place to
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another, not only of literature, but also revolutionary forces.”

“And if indeed we succeeded in yeaching a point where all, or

' i ty of t 1mr?§'mnmes, local
at Jeast a considerable majority o he S e,

uns and circles, actively took up work for the co

ﬁgeg cguld, in the not far distant future, establish a daily news-
; thut would be regularly distributed in tens of thousands
of copies over the whole of Russia. This newspaper would be-
come a part of an enormous pair of smiths’ bellows that would
blow every spark of class struggle and pp&ulsr indignation into
a general conflagration, Around what is in itself very innocent,
and very small, but in the full sense of the word a regular and
common cause, an army of tried warriors would gystematically
~ gather and receive their trainhx‘. ﬂuthe!ndﬂer erg and scaffolding

‘of this general organisational structur there would goon ascend
‘social-democratic Zhelyabovs from amo our revolutionists, and
Russian Rebels from among our workers, who would take their

2 at the head of the ed army and rouse the whole
~ people to settle accounts w he shame and the curse of Russia.
 "hat is what we ought to be dreaming about.”
~ “Divergence between dreams and reality causes 1o
 the person dreaming believes geriously in his dream,

ively observes life, compares his observations with the airy
og he builds, and if, generally & , he works consciously
for the achievement of his fantasies. If there is some connection
tween dreams and real life, then all is well.
dreaming there is too little in our movement, and those mos!
nsible for this are the ones who boast of their sober views,
+ ‘closeness’ to the ‘concrete,’ ie., the representatives of legal
sm and illegal ‘Khvostism.” " & gt
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ﬂnq.ll_y fails to |'.Jl.‘ used correctly by our Sections in raising the
prf:)l&ica.l Ievnlfu'l'} our agitation and so the political consciousness
0 e mass of the workers in the trade uniong, mi >
4 : H, neg and amc
the unemployed., AN

Digtrict 2 are the worst offenders in this respect, but to some
extent the same weaknesses are apparent in all distriets. In
District 2 our comrades regard the Press as the rr:spmmihi]iiy of
gome other comrade. In all Sections this District has made
advances, new Units have been built, new workers won to the
Party, much better mass work and trade-union work developed
and the influence of the Party increased many times; but despite
these gaing the Press sales remain static and in some cases drop.

In Newcastle, the Party vote increased from 910 to over 4000,
and Newcastle sells about 40 dozen papers; in Hunter, we receive
5000 votes and sell about 50 dozen papers; in the mining fields,
very many mining strikes and stoppages occur, and our Press does
not reflect this movement. In Newcastle trade unions, steel and
railway workshops and in the unemployed, the ire of the workers
is rising, and again this is not reflected in the Press.

Throughout the Party, and particularly in District 2, our
comrades must remember Lenin’s words and seriously consider
the Press. Just as soon as our comrades discuss and consciously
agree with Comrade Lenin, just as soon as we report on our
campaigns, organise paper canvasses, groups of readers and
reporters in the mines and factories and in the unemployed, and
consciougly read and study our Press, then the Party will make
enormous strides and hecome the real Party of the masses, closely
linked with the struggles of the workers and reflecting their
movements, their feelings and struggles,

District 2 cannot remain satisfied until the Press sales reach
and surpass 10,000, for we have this many and more workers
who agree with us to the point of voting for us, many of whom
will be prepared to work for us. All communists recognise the
power of the bourgeois daily Press, and all decry it, but as soon
as we recognise the power which the revolutionary Press can and
must become, and really face the task, we will be able to develop
here, too, a daily organ for the working class.

All of those who are prepared to face this task must become
the driving force in the campaign, and, as Comrade Lenin says,
all those who boast of their “gober’” views, their “closeness’” to
the “concrete,” and o on, must be fought and won to a correct
estimation of the role of the revolutionary Press.
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Despite this, the anti-war sentiments of the workers in the
A.LP. have grown from week to week, thus compelling the
ALY, leaders to give some attention to the problem, but they
congider it, not from the angle of building the un_ited front of all
workers in the struggle against war, but from the angle of
retaining at all costs those workers who are opposed to war
within the ranks of the A,L.P. Hence the attempt now heing
made to organise a separate anti-war committee through the
Trades Hall Council, This is a most brazen attemptl to split the
movement, and indicates that so far as the Labor Parly leaders
are concerned they are not interested in developing the struggle
against war, but rgther in preventing the building of a united
front of the workers in such a struggle.

THE LABOR PARTY BEGINS TO BREAK UP

All these elements taken together form the basis for the
~ obvious disintegration which is taking place within the Victorian
Labor Party. This process of disintegration was very clearly
revealed in the last Federal elections, when the vote for the
Labor Party remained stagnant in spite of a number of “Left”

manoeuvres,

"~ An important feature which provides a measure 1or the
" degree of disintegration in the A.L.P, is the fact that during the
period of the election campaign the union subseriptions to the
Labor Party election funds totalled little more than the amount
collected from the workers by the Communist Party in Victoria
for it campaign during the same period.

This important development, which is unprecedented in the
history of the Labor Party in Victoria, serves to bring out
sharply the fact that the influence of the A.L.P. in the unions
has been seriously undermined. During the entire history of the
A.LP., its great stronghold has been the reformist trade unions,
and whilst the small sum subseribed by the unions to the A.L.P.
election fund during this year is not a final measure of the
weakening of Labor Party influence on the unions, it is a very
definite indicator of the trend in this direction and must serve
as an accelerator to the communists in intensifying their work

in the unions.

Thig procese of decay within the Labor Party has been
materially assisted by the correct work of the communists in
Victoria, and has developed simultaneously with a rapid growth
in the influence and organisation of the Communist Party. In
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the last Federal elocti
Federal elections the communigts almost trebled their

number of votes. & i - !

m #, and the Party in Vietoris ;

abi P 3 g ctoria has displayed greate

ahility to lead the straggles of the workery dmhihl' i nnrhlln ?r:::
' r ar o

shortcomings which still exiet | {208
worlk. : ch still exist in thiy Important field of Party

Duri he electi : i
thrku‘ql‘*"“‘j;{q I.jln1 tllrrl}lum campaign large numbers of Labor Party
A asslsted the campaign of the i T
: agel * Lommunist Party, and |
o : np ; : . arty, an
:” JJ{TI'J‘l‘.I ”'. cases lower functionaries of the Labor Party wvm-
anvassing for the Communist candidates, ' #:

“ - WY O H ’ i ™
i \f/:::;tj?:{ (‘-Yllth‘lm-.“‘“] I.hllr raypid (|IHIIl‘1.1';{|':L|inIl within the A,L.P,
S .hrl‘”“;“l "”T‘..Un- in ll_u- growing number of unions and
W;u: ;;ml ,l"-t .[.ft{ u.ll.ll.!llg \«ylfh the Yu-iur‘i;m Council Againgt
! ml“_“h.' hl sm 1‘n H]!Hr- 'nl the ban imposed by the executive,
]{‘mi“m.dw‘itlt)].tl-tllﬁc- of this fluvlllrmrm-rllf, that the Labor Party
" ']'];-uj.-.q ”-( 0 (‘1‘ dllll!“h a separate anti-war committee I}n-ullMi’I
2 :h o .1” -‘lJlll'If'I]._ Already three branches of the Labor

Y have declared their acceptance of the united front pre
posals of the communists, and joint meetings are heing lp'l’i
between the Sections and Units of the C.P, on ;h:‘ ane h:lIILI '" ‘i
the Lahor ].)m't._v branches on the other. A number rrl'mr 1-;:’#.‘.
branches of the Labor Party have declared that they & '-' (;
opposed to the united front propos ) lot Pt

_ sals of the Communist Ps
> un : : ) st Part
but desire more discussion and clarification, o

Many unions and mass meetings of workerd have alread
expressed their support for the united front prn[umulu'nf -”"b:
('f’)lr_n‘.m]umﬁtn. In addition to this, some prominent T‘r'.-u‘h- union
(;:n:::l‘:,h have expressed agreement with the united front pro-

This ::uhudirm i extremely favorable for winning over the
magses o_l the workers to the united front in struggle, The mm-‘
mun_mtﬁ in Victoria must pay more attention to ;:fyunie-tiny and
leading I.hs_* everyday struggles of The workers, :unl‘pnrlivujis;rly
to developing more intensive trade union work—teaching the
wu_r}u»r'a by their own experience in the daily struggle On the
uhlll_ty to fulfil these tasks will depend the ],rm;m of lllm'lfm' in
the influence of reformism on the Vietorian workers. 4
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~ Agrarian Situation in Australia

E . By 7, ENSFIELD. |

The passing of the year 1984 leaves the Australian bour-
geosie holding aloft a pricked bubble—the “progperity” huhble
of the UA.P, and the capitalist press.

The agrarian economy of Australia is enterlng{a storm—the
gtorm forecast by the 4t§ plenum of the C.C. in arch 1934,

The decline in the price of wool, and the still more pronounced
decline in demand for wool at the sales, ig already rveflected in the
adverse frade balance for the four months ending Octoher 31.
This year exports have declined by £stg4,684,000 ag compared
with corresponding four months of last year,

The situntion of the wheat industry is rapidly oing from bad

ar, not has the price fallen lower than that of last
s have not even reached quota level. The desperate
ation of the wheat industry is now being further
a series of natural disasters :—the "hopper plague
“and Victoria, and devastating storms over the major
the wheat areas,

‘extent of the deteriovation of wheat farming is indicated
‘report of the Wheat Comnilssion, which states that ten
I ds worth of machinery and implements are necessary
the wheat farms.

Federal Government has decided to vesort to the flour
in in order to raise money for the relief of the wheat in-
But relief for the wheat industry does not mean relief for
yoverished wheat farmers, With one hand the Government
{rom the consumers: with the other it aids the ex-
o all but sufficient for a starvation existence
n the ; . The four million wheat bounty divided
the whole of the 70,000 wheat growers would give each
The ldmnm average harvest at 3/- a bushel amounts
~one the

pounds, or approximately £290 per grower.
- Munlg return per grower, with bounty, amounts 1o
d this is not taking into sccount a surplus of forty million
from lust season. On this basis of calculation the situa-
the majority of wheat farmers is still better because,

to wheat, a consider income is werived from

i

.‘;{
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Yel the average income of the great majority of wheat farm-
erg g legg than £100 a year,

It is within this setting that we must review the decigions
of the conference of Vederal and State Ministers held at Can-
berra on December 8, The Federal Governmenl proposes to
vaise twelve million pounds for farm rehabilitation Ythrough re-
lief of farmers’ debts."

This is the most daring move made by the plunder governs
ment of the bourgeoisie for some time, for it ig clearly intended
to male a gift of millions of pounds to rich creditors who have
already grown fat on the proceeds of years of plunder of the
toiling farmers,

The dairying industry, now second to wool in importance, I8
in a critical pogition, To gauge the importance of this industry
in the national economy we have only to look at the following
facts:

Value of farms and plant
Value of factories and
plant .. i ;
Value of exports ..
Value of home consumption
No. of persons dependent
on industry (including
proprietors) A
Wages paid . .
The above statistics reve

£160,000,000

£6,600,000
£13,000,000
£27,000,000

GO0, 0040
LR Ly £1,600,000
al the reason for the interest tuken
in the indugtry during the past year, Although data is not avail
able to enable us to be exact, it can be estimated that at least
two-thirds of the capital value of the industry is under mortgage
at an average of 8 per cent,, which means a source of some elght
millions & year to finance capital,

Furthermore, of the thirteen millions exported, almost ‘ihl.:
whole amount is appropriated by the exploiters in commisslon,
freight, insurance, ete,

Very little of the forty miltions of value produced goes Lo
provide an income for the preat majority of the dairy farmers.
Nevertheless Iif we divide the total income among the l‘m,llfli?
dairy farms we gee that it is sufficient to provide each farm with
£400 a year, This is not taking into account the cost of manus
facturing, and raw materials used, noyr transport and marketing
costs, but it ghows that a living income of at least £150 a year I8
possible for every dairy farmer and that the wages of the farm
and factory workers can he increased at to a considerable extent.

]
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_ The Government has met with an early check to its Equalisa-

Scheme,

The Export Control Board get out to restrict exports to Lon-
huinmegduvourtotcrc&them’ie& The price of Australian
butter did rise by from 3/- to 4/- per cwt,, but the price of Danish
butter rose by 10/- per ewt,, what is more, an avalanche of
mmmmm@mmw,mmg
the prospects for Australian butter very much worse.

mm«dynnmmﬁmmmmmit on the
~ overseas market. They are meeting with increased difficully at
home, for W.A. butter merchants are prohibiting imports from
‘Eastern States until the end of April. The butter interests are
also w. amwmm;mmnoftmmﬁ

- garine . It is ant that since the introduction of
the Butter Equaiisation 10 raise the price on the home
cet, the consumption of margarine has increased tremen-

ly in Australia, whilst in Great Britain it has been reduced.

The gener situation in the dairying industry may be briefly

marise as follows: A rapid deepening of the poverty of the

wrmers accompanied by forced sales, evietions and re-
home-price; decreasing home < .

iy of the city milk supply to further plunder producer
ors and to drive the small vendors out of the trade.

export industry has received a blow at the
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tions of the majority of the farmers are already serigus and &
great digcontent, directed mainly against the CS.K., is growing.
The sugar workers, whose conditions have heen greatly reduced
during the crisig, by wage cuts and rationalisation, have shown
recently that they are capahble of hreaking from the control of the
A.W.U, bureaucracy to struggle victoriously for their econgmic
demands. A 30 per cent. restriction will mean more unemploy-
ment (a shorter geason) and wage cuts for the sugay workers.

Here are all the conditions for a joint struggle of small farmers
and workers against the sugar barons who, this year, have dona-
ted themselyes a gift of seven million pounds, which means that
they intend to make still greater exactions from the sugar in-
dustry.

In other branches of agriculture, of which fruit and poultry
farming and market gardening are of special importance, a Lerri-
ble process of ruination is taking place. Thege industries are not
accorded as much attention by the capitalist press as the export
jndustries receive. But the latter two are of special importance
for the revolutionary movement because they are mainly in close
proximity to the cities,

In the market gardening areas hundreds of small farmers are
heing steadily driven out. Even farms which have reached a high
degree of technigue in the production of special cultures will bhe
vuined this year by the competition ot produce from the mixed
farming districts within a hundred miles or more of the cities.
The Sydney tomato market now meets with competition from the
North Coast, which despite the unfavourable season, has hrought
the price of early tomatoes down to glut level.

Fhe crisis is now nakedly exposing the class differentiation in
the Australian country-side, and the conditions for a mass farm
movement are maturing to an advanced degree,

The decision of the National Conference of December 3, L0
confine relief measures to “efticient” farmers shows that the Gov-
ernment intends to allow the natural economic process of elimina-
tion of small fanms to run its course. On the other hand, the
subsidiging of the “efticient” farms by placating creditors with
debt payments indicates the intention of the Government Lo pre-
serve, as much as possible, the upper strata of the farmers as @
support for its plans for fascist repression of the revolutionary
movement of the working class and poor farmers. ;

It is now more important than ever that the banuner of Lenin-
be raised aloft in the country distriets. The millions of peasants
in the Soviet Union and in Soviet China, with the banner of Lenin
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For A Revolutionary St;:-cggle
Against W ar

By D, bobpps.

To-day the capitalist politicians and their press openly state
that the world is on the Lriuls of war. The ever-increasing wap
preparations, the lining-up and realignment of the Imperialist
{ Powers for apother Imperialist war, and preparations for an

i atlack on the Soyiet Upion, indicate that the Lime in which the

:

w"m'l«.iug clags can be rallied against such wars is now growing
shoyt.,

farm i The cxpurl't;m'e of 1914-18 shows, that with large sections of ‘
Failure to distinguish be- [ the workers still under the influence of the A.L.F., they can still 1

analysed by Lenin in his “Thesis ol be uged by capitalism in the conduct of their wars. Only by the

is the main source of opportunist ' ‘ adoption of the methods of struggle taught by Lenin will the

farmer movement in Aus- | workers he able to corvectly organise the struggle against war,

of the various ‘ and should it break out, proceed to transform the imperialist war

inated by the uppe — ml into a civil war,

Lenin did not look upon all wars as heing Imperialist wars, buk
in his analysis took into consideration the historical period in
which they took place. He always insisted that the question for
the working-class was not who was the aggressor in a war, but
rather is it a reactionary or a progressive re volutionary war, and
that the masses must fight against the former and support the
latter.

The endeavours of China to throw off the yoke of British,
French or Japanese Imperialism, of India against England, or the
Philippines against U.S.A., would he a progressive revolutionary
war irrespective of who led the attack, Wars of this character
shake the foundations of Imperialism, and because of their " pro- ,
gressive” nature, Communists are justified in supporting the colo-
plal peoples in throwing off the yoke

In this regard the Communists in Soviet China proposed to
the National Governments in China that a concerted attack he
made against the Japanese bandits

In his analysis of reactionary wars, Lenin indicated that Walrs
between Powers had for their purpose the further exploitation of
colonial peoples through a more “equitable” division of the colo-
N nies and through fanning the national prejudices dividing the

/" working class and prolonging capitalism. It is evident that, to
apply the term progressive to such cases and bring out the slogan
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of “defend the fatherland” is a historical lie and leads to the be-
trayal of the workers. p
The war of 1914-18 was of this character and while seeing this
developing the Congress of the International Socialist Bureau,
held in 1912, adopted the Basle manifesto. This manifesto called
for the application of the tactics of proletarian revolution on an
international scale. ¢
The outbreak of war saw this being thrown to one side. “The
Internationalist Socialist Bureau, including Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P.,
vesterday discussed the possibility of common action by the pro-
letariat to avoid an extension, a general strike and revolutionary
action being suggested. A definite decision was postponed.”
So read the “Sydney Morning Herald” of July 30, 1914,
- Although the Basle manifesto had been adopted in 1912, the
eve of war saw the opportunism that permeated the Second Inter-
national being brought to completion and the National sections
of the Second International taking active part with the bour-
geoisie of their respective countries to bring success to the arms
of the bourgeoisie,
- The Second International developed in a period of capitalist
sion. Minor reforms were obtained from capitalism in this
‘and whilst doing so, an opportunist fetishism for capitalist
ality had permeated the parties of the Second International.
‘The outbreak of war saw these sections calling upon the work-
: to defend the fatherland or the motherland. Revolutionary
- Marxism was distorted to justify these opportunists in their ad-
‘herence to their national bourgeoisie.
~ There were, however, individual exceptions. Karl Liebknecht,
0 at first voted for war credits, was able to form a group who
ied out work in Germany during the war, issuing illegal mate-

ete.
The Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party faction (Bol-
i) in the Russian Duma carried the protest against the war
the midst of the working-class. Using their position they
all over Russia, called meetings of workers at which pro-
against war were carried, organised the workers in pre-
on for “October.”
Augtralia, the Labor Party was no exception. ‘Prior to the
ak they had prepared and assisted the capitalist class of
a for war. An election campaign was in progress during
August, 1914, and one of the contentious points raised
WMMMiesmnott&QMWreofthe war
0 had done the most to prepare for war.
Labor Party had introduced universal training—conscrip-
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f.inn‘ to defend Australian capitalism—had established the Aug-
tralian Navy, and during the election campaign were never tired
of referring to what they had done,

Speaking at Darlinghurst on August 3, Mr, Watson stated :—

“Whatever be the outcome, however great the trial—we
stand shoulder to shoulder for good or evil. The Labor Party
believed in solidarity and should war occur, with that same
solidarity must they stand behind the Empire.”

“When they advocated universal training, it was hecause
they realised that the element of war had not been eliminated
from the world, It was to Labor Australia owed the exist-
ence of the Commonwealth Bank, and there was no stronger
weapon at the disposal of the Government in the present
crisis than the bank.”

To-day we see both the Lang and Scullin Labor parties raising
the issue of defending Australia and putting forward proposals to
nationalise the banks in order that capitalism will have a stronger
weapon to conduct their next war.

Not only did Mr. Fisher use the slogan of “The last man and
the last shilling,” but repeatedly stated that there was no parties
in this crisis. Speaking on August 2 he said: “In a state of affairs
like this there are no parties. The safety and welfare of our coun-
try and all near and dear to us is our first consideration.”

But this outlook was not confined to Fisher. Holman, in speak-
ing to the press on August 2 said: “It appears to me, Great
Britain has nothing to do but defend herself and her ideals as
resolutely as possible and that we must assist her in her tasks.”

On August 3, the N.S.W. State Cabinet (Labor) decided to
place all facilities at the disposal of the Federal Government,

Like Fisher, the N.8S.W. Labor Government sank all class dif-
ferences in favor of the defence of Australian capitalism. Speak-
ing in the House on August 5, Holman said: “While the critical
interests of safeguarding the more important weal of the State
are being dealt with, we feel that we should ask honorable mem-
bers not to proceed with the contentious programme outlined in
His Excellency’s speech.” There was no opposition raised to this
in the House.

From the Labor Party came the proposal to call off the elees
tion. Negotiations were entered into by Cook (Prime Minister)
and Fisher (Leader of the Opposition) to postpone the elections.
The legality of this was, however, doubted, and no arrangements
could be arrived at; hence the elections at which the Labor Govs
ernment was elected were held in September 1914. Prior to the

4
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elections the Labor Party had proposed that Liberals refrain from
contesting sitting Labor members and vice versa, but due to the
e o e -
. But over ve ; ;
tralia saw that a Labor Government would be just as effective to
o bt:llythe workers in defence of the Empire as a Liberal one would
"By moves such as this the Labor Party betrayed the Austra-
Jian working-class to capitalism and led them to the shambles of
Gallipoli, France and Flanders, Thamm?upatknin in

BESNAS, S seferance to the Ansinilinn Labioe Parly wes corroct,
‘when he stated that this was not a working-class party but a party
pitalism, that a real worker's party (ﬂemmmst Party)

 rise and lead the workers to their emancipation.

i MMﬂwTrxde Union machine.
, President of the Colliery Employees’ Federation,
rthern miners to support the war by saying, “the
return to work the afternoon shift if

there was no change in
of reformism, but '

ﬁnmh;ﬂm mez
of opinion was as to how the war should b
iption campaigns of 1916-17 saw the Labor
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Party still maintaining this support and whilst ope section sup-
ported conscription, the anti-conscriptionists saw no oceasion to
adopt this method, but were of the opinion that sufficient troops
could he obtained by the voluntary method. From the anti-con-
scription platforms recruits were called for, T, J. Ryan, Lahor
Premier of Queensland, in order to prove his loyalty to the Em-
pire, allowed his name to he used and took an active part in the
raising of the “Ryan thousand.”

The leaders of the Labor Party to-day take active part in the
War preparations, and like their predecessors only disagree with
the method it should be carried out. The manufacture of war
munitions should be done in Australia instead of importing them
from overseas. Another cruiser should he built at Cockatoo. These
are points on which the Labor Party disagrees with sections of
the capitalist class of Australia. Through their White Australian
poliey, chauvinism is raised to a high level and bourgeois
nationalist ideology replaces that of the internationalism of the
working class.

The workers gained nothing out of the war by following the
policy of the Labor Party. Only the Russian workers achieved
something and this was the result of organisation maintained by
the Bolsheviks under the leadership of Lenin,

Lenin wrote that efforts must be made to “defeat one's own
Government,” not inferring, however, that this should be to the
benefit of the bourgeoisie of another Government, but for the
revolutionary overthrow of one’s own bourgeoisie and the estah-
lishment of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

With strong revolutionary leadership in a number of other
countries during the war, advantage could have heen taken of
situations that developed, such as the fraternising of the Allied
and Entente troops at Christmas time, 1916, and the mutiny in
the French Army. n 1917. These situations could have heen de-
veloped into the revolutionary overthrow of the respective govern-
ments,

The tasks of preparing the masses for thig confront the Com-
munists now and during the war. On the eutbreak of war the
Chauvinistic wave let loose by the bourgeoisie will have a tem=
porary retarding effect on this work, but success can he m:hieﬁ i
with persistent work. The revolutionary struggle had develoj :
to & high stage in Russia in 1914. An All-Russian General Strike,
with revolutionary actions in which workers came in confliet with
the Czar's police and troops in the barricade fighting, was sweep-
ing Russia in the latter part of July 1914. The outhreak of Wi

‘
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saw the strikers returning to work, but the istent

Len‘i‘r;l’s garty culminated in October, ?91’[.. s e
e Communists in capitalism have now the task of carry

the l?‘anne’l: of Lenin, struggling on two fronts iﬁiﬂfk “Rigﬁg

and “Left” deviations for the establishment of Soviet power.

Political “Neutrality” In Trade
Unions
: ‘ By N. LENIN
__-k['nu reformist theory of “peutrality” of trade unions
of the working class was re-
d by n, At the present day the situa-
reseen | Plekhanov, quoted in this article, has
e e by has:
"mil ’ are even tr:
nm of the bourgeois State. Bgss this

y”has!aeengiwsnup? Not at all. In
Lenin social-democracy will have
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manifest at Stuttgart by the fact that a half of the German dele-
gation, in fact the representatives of the trade unions, were the
most decided sdvocates of the opportunist standpoint. Propa-
ganda in favor of neutrality has had really dangerous results in

Ciermiany, for it has played into the hands of the opportunists
within the gocial-democracy, This fact must henceforth be taken
into account, particularly in Russia, where fhe hourgeois demao-
cratic advisers of the proletariat, who champion the neutrality
of the trade union movement, are 80 NUMErous,

At the Stuttgart Congress, the opportunist and revolutionary
wings of international social-democracy took up definitely
oppmsed standpoints on a great pumber of most important ques-
tions, questions which were answered in the spirit of revolution-
ary Marxism. The resolutions of this Congress, elaborated by
the debates, should serve as a constant guide for every propa-
gandist and agitater, The work accomplished at Stuttgart will
do a great deal to promote unity of tacties and unity in the
revolutionary struggle of the workers of all countries.

Our whole Party now recognises that work in the trade
unions must be carried on, not in the spirit of neutrality, but in
that of the closest possible collaboration between the trade

lunions and the social-democratic parties. It is slso recognised

that the party character of the trade unions is only attainable
by the work of social-demoerats within the trade unions, that
the socigl-democrats must build strong nuclei in the trade unions
and that where it is illezal to establish trade unions, illegal unions
must be created.

As Kautsky pointed out in his report to the Leipzig workers,
the resolution of the Stuttgart Congress put an end to the recog-
nition of the prineiple of neutrality. The advanced development
of class contradictions, their recent intensification in all eoun-

« fries, the many years of experience in Germany—wheyre the

policy of neutrality strengthened opportunism in the trade
unions, without in the least preventing the emergence of special
Christian and liberal trade unions—the extension of that partis
cular sphere of the proletarian struggle brought about by united
action on the part of trade unions and political parties (mass
styikes and anmed insurrection in the Russian _B.evolutlou as AR
example of the probable forms of the proletarian revolution in
the west): all this has completely destroved the basis of 1
theory of neutrality.

Within the proletarian parties, at the present time, the i
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it was relatively undeveloped and when there was no systematie
bourgeols influence operating on the trade upions. But to-day,
from the standpoint of international social-democracy, advocacy
of the neutrality of trade unions is entirely inapplicable, One
can only smile when reading Plekhanoy’s agsurance that: “Marx
even to-day in Germany would be in favor of the neutrality of
trade unions,” particularly when such an argument is supported
by a one-sided interpretation of a single “quotation” from Marx
which ignores the whole of Marx’s writings and the entire spirit
ot his teaching,

“I stand for neutrality, as Bebel understood it, and not in the
revisionist sense,” writes Plekhanoy, To speak in that way is to
swear by Bebel and yet to sink into the morass. No guestions
asked! Bebel is such a commanding authority in the inter-
national proletarian movement, such an experienced practical
leader, a socialist with such a delicate sense of the requirements
of the revolutionary struggle, that in ninety-nine cases out of
one hundred he himself found the way out of the morass when
he had made a false step, and also led out those who were willing
10 follow him.

Bebel was wrong when, with Vollmar, he defended the
agrarian programme of the revisionists at Breslau (1895); he
was wrong when, at Eisen, he insisted on the difference in
principle between offensive and defensive wars; he was wrong
when he wanted to raise the “neutrality” of the trade unions to
a principle. We readily helieve that if Plekhanov will take the
wrong turming ouly in the company of Bebel, then it will not
happen often, and not for very long. In any case, we ave of the
opinion that one should not imitate Bebel when he js mistaken.

It is said—and Plekhanov emphasises it particularly—that
neutrality is necessary in order to organise all workers who have
succeeded in realising that their material conditions must be
improved. But those who say this forget that the present stage
of development in class antagounisms inevitably gives rise to
“political diflerences” on this very question of how improve-
ments can be won within the framework of modern society. The
theory of neutrality of the trade unions, as opposed to the theory
of the necessity for their close association with the revolutionary
social-democracy, results unavoidably in this, that in the interests
of this improvement, those methods are favored which involve &
plunting of the class struggle of the proletariat. A clear exams
ple of this (connected, by the way, with the evaluation of o
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which the entire capitalist press (from the Radical

to the Copseryative “i‘ime;s"{ overwhelmed Bell, dee that
the agreement entered into by Bell “is the most con cﬁﬁi
that has ever geewrred in the history of trade unionism,” |
that Richard Bell is the “Marshal Bazaine of the trade union
movement.”  Another railwayman demands that “Bell must be
called upon to answer for this malevolent compromise which
condemns the workers to seven years’ hard labor.” And in the
leading article of the same nuwmber of this mederate paper the
compromise is referyed to as “the Sedan of the Brifish trade
union movement.” ““Phere has upever been such a favorable
opportunity for demonstrating, on a national scale, the strength
of organised labor” “Apn unexampled enthusiasm” and will to
fight prevailed among the workers. The article ends with a
biting comparison hetween the suffering of the workers and the
rejolcings at the banguet attended by Liloyd George (a Minister
playing the part of capitalist lackey) and Bell.

Only the most extreme opportunists, the Fabians, a body
eomposed entively of intellectyals, approved of the agreement
and made even the “New Age” a paper friendly to the Fablans,
brash for shame. That paper had to adwmil that, while the
howrgeois Conservative “Times” published n full the statement
of the Fabian Central Committee on this matter, “not one Soclal-
ist organisation. not one trade wiion, not one important working-
class leader” declarved in favor of the compromise.

That iz a model example of the application of newtrality ad 1
the hands of Plekhanov's colleague, My. . . It was not a
matter of “political differences,” but of an lmprovement in the
conditions of workers within the existing society. The whole
British bourgeoisie, the Fabians, and also Mr. E. P. were for aun
“improvement” at the cost of renouncing the struggle and of an
uncondifional surrender to capital—but all socialists and workers
cade wnions weee in favor of a wnrled wonking-class

from a railway trade upiopist who, in answer Lo the praises wﬁ Iy
&.‘wi '

in the

Wil }‘kakhanuv now atill confinue to propagate “nentratity”
H of co-operation between trade wmions and soucialist
panties?

RESOLUTION QF THE STUTTGART CONGRESE (1§07) OF EHE
SECOND INZERNATIONAL ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN HSE
SOUIALIST PARTIES AND THE TRADE UNIONS 2
(1) The political and the geonomic struggle of the working elass Ates
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equally necessary in order to achieve the complete liberation of the
proletariat from the bonds of intellectual, political and economic
slavery. While the task of the Socialist Party organisations lies pre-
dominantly within the sphere of the political struggle of the prole-
tariat, the task of the trade unions lies mainly in the sphere of eco-
nomic struggle of the working class. The parties and the trade unions
% have therefore an equally important task to fulfil in the fight for
e proletarian emancipation. J

Both organisations have their distinct spheres of activity deter-
mined by their nature, in which they should decide their actions abso-
lutely independently. But there is also a continually growing sphere
of the proletarian class struggle in which work can only be carried on
satisfactorily by agreement and co-operation between the party and
; - Consequently, the proletarian struggle will be carried on the better

- and the more fruitfully the closer are the relations between the Lrade
~ unions and the nﬂtyéﬂthe unity of the trade union organisation being

in no way mised.
[ declares that the working class in every country must @

e party and the trade unions should assist and support each
morally in neir activities, and, in their struggles, a%?:uld 0?13
er y methods which are of service to the fight for the emancipation
) mgmm“a; ﬂ:i: differences of opinion occur between the two

e 1 expediency of employing certain

m_ ] be discussed between them and an aBregement ;lwmetht?ds, o
~ The trade unions can only fully carry out their duty in the struggle
for working-class emancipation if their actions are conducted in a
socialist spirit. It is the duty of the party to assist the trade unions in
ﬂulr: m for the improvement and amelioration of the social condi-
‘tions mg:tm, In its parliamentary action, the party should
: mbmmmmmmam ands put forward by the trade unions.
- declares that the development of capitalist produc-
* Increasing concentration of the means of production, the
ing amalgamation of the employers, the growing dependence of
small-scale concerns in face of the whole bourgeois society, will

itself solely with trade interests, takes attitude
iive egoism and upholds the theory mwmf:im-at i

and continually maintain close relations between the party

ce the trade union organisation to complete impotence if it occu-

T
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glon to the extent that their organisations are more unified, their
methods of mutual assistance the more complete, their funds destined
for ‘the trade union fizht the greater, their members have a clearer
consciousness of the economic position, and the greater their enthusi-
asm and their spirit of sacrifice inspired by the socialist ideal.

(2) The Congress invites all the trade unions which fulfil the con-

s

. ditions laid down by the Brussels Conference of 1899 and ratified by

the Paris Congress of 1900 to send representatives to the International
Congresses, and to establish relafions with the International Soclalist
Bureau at Brussels. It instructs the latter to establish relations with
the International Secretariat of the trade unions at Berlin for the
purpose of exchanging information relating to working-class organisa-
tion and the working-class movement.

(3) The Congress instructs the International Socialist Bureau to
collect all documents which may facilitate the study of relations
between professional organisations and socialist parties in all countries
and to present a report on this subject to the next Congress,

V7
Lenin and The Youth

By P. DEVANNY

The working class to-day is rapidly approaching a period
when it will decisively take up the final struggle for the over-
throw of capitalism. i~

Our generation of working-class youth will be a decisive force
in abolishing the present order and bringing in the new socialist |
form of society, which will do away with poverty and exploita- |
tion. A
In gaining clarity on the question of the youth, its pn"uhlz‘ma.
position, and the correct attitude to be adopted towavds it, there
is no greater authority than the man who led the youth of the
Soviet Union to the happiness and prosperity which they enjoy
to-day. Lenin, when he was alive, always expressed ihe‘tullgst
appreciation and firmest confidence in the courage and fighting
ability of the youth, and spoke of them as “the finest and hravest
of the revolutionary forces.” ; }

In the formation of the Young Communist Intt_*.rna.twnal he
played a big part, and was always a regular contributor to the
magazines and papers of the youth revolutionary organisations
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He always made every effort to be i

present at their congresses
and conferences, and if that was not possible he would send a
written statement with his greetings and advice. !

Especially did his work aid to clarify t :

v y the needs and activities
of"the young communists, He defined the tasks of the Y.C.L. as
a schoo% lfor communism,” pointing out that—

“The Leagues must make the young workers studying i
» » 3 n
them participants in the struggle for fmﬁ.-dorrff fgoin
exploiters, The Y.C.L. will be true to its name only when
ﬁiﬁng:crg_s 9vet:i-y step to}f its study, rearing and education
cipation in the general sti i
against exploitation.” . S ol oty

Lenin laid particular stress on the need for
. . ! . . you
It:vﬁmg drawn into activity in working-class struggle;l.g ?{zﬂﬁﬁ
& #etp, not as mere observers or people concerned only with social
. mlt’:;,h t:;;t as important and decisive factors in the carrying
'd!ymm working-class battles. He consistently and categoric-
eondsnmed o tﬁtudthe Second International for its superior and pat-
,, t: . lowe :.cwards the youth, which expressed itself in
L il hem to take part in political and economic
. confining their tasks to abstract “education.” Lenin
v Igeal’;.lest encouragement to those youthful members of
e :‘. b ‘:;fr;?tmnal, which defied their leadership and
‘to. e bravest working-class fighters known to
On the guestion of militarism, which i
: ] ! g 8o directly concerns th
mth.r:fhe Be::nd International adopted a treacherous stamf
i usedth 1 to work within the armed forces of the capitalist
rapaibe 1; eir dlsmtegration or to show by deeds that they were
! e iwmernedm e ?g-’ oz"ﬁia.!}lsint%itthg working class for resis-
tance perial . Their attitude is in sharp contrast to
that of the T:;n'd International, led by Lenin, which decisively
A] mto thisbene : roglemwof% imperialist war and gives great atten-
ey organising the youth into the Anti-War
When the Young Communist Inte
_ ] rnational was first
bogflac‘;:a of experience and lack of knowledge on gan?ﬁﬁg-'
sl rxism and orgmgaation, many mistakes were made;
in, mthtmgmt patience, in a most paimtaking and
ed manner took up these questions of practical organisation
theoretical unclarity with the young

~ “"Who has not at all times a warm and comradely attitude

E“‘M o
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towards the youth is not a communist”: Lenin always dealt with
the youth in such a manner.

_ Lenin, the man, is dead; but the leader and guide is still
with the communist movement in the form of his writings and
Jetters, and it 1s Leninism, this heritage left to the present and
future generations of workers, that is bringing hope in the future
to millions of toiling youth throughout the world, Leninism
{o-day, in the midst of capitalist crisis, is encouraging, pointing
the way out, and stimulating poverty-stricken young workers to
unite and oppose their strength in solid organisation to that of
the bourgeoisie.

Lenin had supreme faith in the ability of the workers, youth
and adult, to fight their way out of the morass into which
capitalism had plunged them, and clearly and resolutely he
showed them how to achieve their goal. He had no fear of the
masses; his leadership was pased on a knowledge of conditions
gathered from the workers themselves.

In the introduction to the book, “Lenin and the Youth,” we
find this statement: “T,enin was never particularly concerned
with the youth.” This was the actual position, but those words
do not mean that Lenin neglected questions concerning the youth
or treated them off-handedly. Not at all, The position is this:
the problem of emancipation of the young workers, politically
and economically, can only be solved when the general task of
emancipation for the working class as a whole has heen fulfilled.
The youth cannot conduct their class struggles alone as one
section of workers isolated from the adults. This would be play-
ing into the hands of the boss, whose slogan is: “Divide and
conquer,” Only the united forces of youth and adult workers,
presenting a golid front of working-class forces, can form an
insurmountable barrier in the face of capitalist attacks upon
wages and conditions, And Lenin gave the greater share of his
attention to the problems of the working class as a whole, dealing
with youth problems as they arose.

During the early stages of the revolutionary movement in
Russia, the student movement played an important part. The
mass of the students in the gymnasiums and universities, and
particularly the military schools of Rusgia at that time :Hlll'.fﬂ_'ed
under a most reactionary and despotic regime. School dlg,clplme
was equal to that of a military camp, floggings were carried out,
{ees were exorbitant, while in military academies the students
were at the mercy of their superior officers.

This resulted in the
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tion wh _ic_h Lears the impress ol Lenin, Lo tase advantage of these
possibilities, : "

To reach our goal, it is necessary for us to decisively smash
sectarianism. I we wid lead and stimulate the reyoll (Lonary
sirugees of the youih we can never he separated from the young
workers,

Our task is to hecome closely connected with the working

. to educate, guide and show 1 ay . Lo reach them

ions, sporis organisation and factories; to reach

the youth pnder che nuuence of the A.L.P. and bring

, undersianding of Leninism. by carrying out

these tasks, by persisient wourk and organisat call we prepare

the youth for the realisatlon of our main slogan, for Soviet
Power.

In the Soviet Union ; the youth live in economic gecur-
ity, free irom unemploymentand poverty; their future is bright
and assured. We must streng chen the bonds between the youth
of Lenin’s country and th youch of capitalist Australia by send-
ing a delegate for May 1 to see the achievements L0 which uhe
Soviet workers have heen guided by the policy of the Leninist
Party.

“he more widespread the lutionary movement be-
comes, 89 much the more rag dly grows the demand for
greater CORSCIOUBNESS in the theoretical, political and
organisational work.”

These words mean for us that we have to raise our political
level, increase the time given to study, and on the basis of a
knowledge of Lenirist theory equip ouwrselves ‘or the practical

alisation of the slogan: VA mass v 1. in Australia.” Every

p of ouwr theoretical study must be linked with day-to-day
practical work.

Lenin's teachings must be our guide to action. We will use
Leninism Lo combat opporiunism, counter-revolutionary Trotsky-
ism. It owill be aur weapan in defence of the interests of o
class. By slrengthening ourselves in a Lknowledge of Lﬁmﬂiﬁ
we will become fit hearers of the standard of Lenin and |
Party.




