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Th;? Importance a}-'"tbg_ Tbﬂé}etic '
Struggle

By R. DIXON

~ Qclober, 1936, will mark the fifteenth anniversary of the
formation of the Communist Party of Ausiralia. The Central
Committee of the Party has decided Lo make the whole year one
for the most intengive study of Marxism-Leninism and of the
Australian lahor movement and ils problems. This decision is
tremendously important, for the great and multitudinous
problems which confront the Party, and which increase in com-
plexity and size as the Party grows, will be solved only by study-
dug more tundamentally Marxism-Leninism. This is not just an
ipner-Party guestion, as some people imagine, It is 4 question
for the whole working class, for as the class struggle sharpens,
80 the struggle on the theoretical front becomes more inteunse
and vital. The Communist Party has not sufficiently grasped this

, and there 18 a tendency Lo underestimate ils significance,

Iingels and Lenin attached great importance to this question,
and insigted that the struggle against capitalism must be
“s0 conducted that its three sides, the theoretical, the political
and the practical economic (resistance to capilalists) form one
harmonious and well-planned entity” (Fogels: “Peasant War in
Germany”).

lu the earlier period of the labor movement, the struggle of
the Australign workers was not conducted against capitalism in
thig manner. The economic steuggles and political struggles were
conducted, in the main, independent of ecach other, whilst the
theoretical steuggle wag entively neglected, The Australian |
movement developed without divection, spontancously, and, Lo
quote Lenin: “Subservience Lo the spontaneity of the labox move-
went, the belittling of the role of the ‘conscious clement,’ of |
role of gocialism, means, whether one like it or not, growth of
influence of bﬂufgwiﬁ ideology among the workers.” In i
country the working-class movement has always been extr
backward in wi"yt; and u?nﬁcqueutly has been doming
the ideolo the bourgeoisic.

ggﬁyai{;{ congciousness is not something which arises span-

-
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The tormation of the Communist Party in Qetober, 19240
not bring an immediate improvement in this direction, It failed
{a}) Cr;.nmnect itself with th:]e masg movement of the work;era‘, W

et unlons particularly, and for a lon rigd remained &
small and isolated sect, ¥ parisd rami ',, :

Since 1929, however, the situation has changed fundamen-
tally. The crisis of capitalism, the im poverishment of the masses,
the danger of war and fascism has raised with tremendous force
the great historical mission of the working class—ithe destruction
of capitalism and the establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat,

The Communist Party proceeded 1o shake off the opportunism
which made it a small isolated sect. It has grown enormously,
both organisationally and ideologically. It ig becoming a real
mass Party closely connected with the mass labor movement, It
has become & great political force which is influencing consider-
ably the whole development and direction of the working-class
anovement,

To-day it can be truly stated that the struggle against capital- 4
dsm is being developed on all threc fronts, the theoretical the
political and the economic, and that this struggle is clogely con-

- However, it has not reached the level demanded by Engels
of “one harmonious and well-planned entity.” The theoretical
struggle is underestimated and neglected by many revolutionary
leaders, who prate about the practical work they do and smugly
suggest they have no time to study. It is time these people knew
that it is they who ave perpetuating the teaditional neglect of
theory which has made the Australian labor movement so sub-
servient to bourgeois ideology. Both the ruling class and the
Labor Party laud the contempt of the labor movement for theory,
because this means the continued domination of bourgeois
ideology. When Communists underestimate and negloct theory,
then objectively they capitulate to the pressure of the bour-
geolsie, they constitute those weak links through which bour-
geois ideology penetrates also into the revolutionary movement
In other words, underestimation and negleet of theory is oppoe-
tunism, and it must be ruthlessly resisted.

In dealing with ‘the tasks of the revolutionists in conneetion
with theory, Engels wrote :

“It is the specified duty of the leaders to gain an
cleaver understanding of the theoretical pmbﬁ::s, to £
themselves more and more from the influence of Lraditi
phrases inherited from the old conceptions of the we
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Questions of the International
Trade Union Movement

S — .”_ —— —
Taken from a Speech® Jelivered to Communist Members of the
Red I& ernational of Labor Unions
By 0. PIATNITZKI

Question: Is it now necessary to make special efforts in the
work of the revolutionary trade unions to establish a trade union
united front and trade union unity ? ‘

Answer: Undoubtedly yes. The Communists have always i
insisted on this necessity, but the new factor in the present situa-
tion is that the workers in the reformist, independent, Catholic
and other trade union organisations are heginning Lo be convinced
of this necessity also. This means that there 18 now a greater
chance for the establishment of trade union unily than was
formerly the case.

Great masscs of the workers are now beginning to sum up 3
the results of two distinet policies. The one is the policy of
reformism, the policy of class harmony, the policy which hag
flung the working classes of a number of countries hack half a
century in their development, both economically and politically,
The second is the policy of a revolutionary struggle against Lhe
bourgeoisie as conducted by the Communists for the overthrow
of capitalism and the establishment of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The first policy has led directly into fagscist slavery,
even in a country like Germany, where the working-class was
particularly strongly organised. The second policy was the policy
of the Oetober revolution, and it has led to the vietory of socialism
in.the Soviet Union.

The disappointment of ever greater masses of the working
class in all capitalist countries with the first policy, the reformist
policy, and the tremendous successes which have been gained by
the revolutionary policy, have caused increasing numbers of
workers to demand unity of action with their Communist fel
workers, to demand the establishment of a united working-e
front and trade union unity. :

Naturally it is much more difficult to obtain trade union lmig ik
than it is to set up a working-class united front. Already we have
seen the united front in action in individual questions or group
of questions and for limited periods. However, trade union |

¥
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How did the social-dgmocratic gnd reformist trade
Iumi;-v:'-:'ugmd in ;)mm.;’t;u,vginf }"l the perlod mentioned 1 V-~
- InGe ¥, where the Social-Democratic Parly was in pe
in that period tiw social-democratic leadors let, lxmze th.: Jz.luf:i\:;:
ary soldiery on the workers. In 1920 the Nogke guarids IurM
machinegung on the pesceful demonstration of workers, whieh
Look place in 1920 in front of the Reichstag Lo protest againgt the
passing of the Factory Counclls Law, hul sl the same time the
social-Democratic Party was able to hold up the development
of the revolutionary movement by offering reforms which were
ol consequence Lo all workers: Tariff agreements, the elght -hour
day, full civil rights, factory councils, with the right (o say a
word in the development of conditions within the factories, sle.
After the war the workers in a pumber of countries were no
longer completely without rights ag they had been prior to the
war, when the trade unions were still compelled to fight for their
recognition on the part of the employers, ete,

Are the reformist leaders at present in g position to offer i
the broad musses of the workers anything at all? No, they are
not. In recent years the bourgeoisie in all capitalist countries has ﬁ
been striving 4o pass the burdens of the economic erisis on to the
shoulders of the workers, and in this it has had the support of the
social-democracy, With social.-democratic assistance the bour-
gdoisie has abolished or greatly worsened the laws which were
passed Unmediately after the war, With the assistance of the
socigl-democracy the bourgeoisie has considerably worsened the
economie situation of the working-cluss. In many capitalist
countries increasing masses of workers are recognising that the
policy of the reformists for the achievement of socialism by
peaceable meang leads direct to fagcism. For this reagson the
social-democratic leaders are no longer in a position Lo deceive the
working-class as they did in the years 1918 and 1920, This situa-
tion makes it possible for the Communist Partics and for the
revolutionary trade union movement to utilise the growing dig-
content of masses with the policy of reformism and to utilige
the growing urge to working-class unity,

This new factor in the situation makes i necessary to
haul our tactics and to make certain changes, and Lo ‘;ﬂ
also the methods, form and content of the work of the C 4
parties. :
How must the united front tactic be appliod ? This formul
of the question might convey the impression that the
niste now intend to abandon the tactic of the u front
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tndamentally different iéitnde o this or that form of the umitel
undaments) erent atti p this or t m! mrm of the anit

front tactic, but that the Communists are now applying this taetie
more *lﬁfiﬁgv and with grester elasticity by opening up a decisive
attack on the social-democratic lesders and trade upion huresds

crats who are sabot; the stru for {
the upited front. sging gele for the establishment of

Up 1o the present the united front has heen established
the Sgémﬁw of the Communists wherehy (wo taétics have heen
D)

_ In some cases & united front was established on various e
tions between the leaderships of the parallel politics) parties or
trade wnions whereby the Communists snd the revolutionsry
trade unions st the same time sddressed themselyes (o the men-
ﬁ;:g ;ig these organisetions snd cslled wpon them for a joint

In other eases where the central leaderships of the Socialist .
gﬁ&w and the trade unions yejected the y front propossls |
Commumists 2nd the revolutionary wmle wlons orgepisations

addressed themsedves directly 1o the lower orgamsations of the
amﬂﬂm and trade wnion hodies, theraby ignoving the decisions
of the socialist and reformist trade woion leaders.

It is 2 well-kanown faet thet on Fabivery 9 sad 12 great masaes
of the Frendh workers ated on fhe streets at dhe call
of the Commuuist Party, and that sy mewhers of the Soiakist
Party and of the redonmist | rmmu ook patt in these demon-
strations in defiance of dhe 4 s instnnetions of their leaders
mot o take an the mxo,w withars sordls, & section
of the wi s amongst the following of the socalist and e
fommist rage wion leaders and against the will of the latlor were
dnamm iy the strvggle apainst tascism by the Commyumist Panty

and the revalitionary drade wnions.

anmmmrrsﬁ cowntaties the netonmist lendears are wmmw '

et wild daotic dqmnl sabotaeing the vaited dront. o |
aonndaties whdum-y is haing established by
adloption of dhe C it wastlad Soont propesals by the lowe

Mnm}?aw anklist onganisations (Careat Brdain and mm

slow
Wikvist dhpes e wited Soont in the aliuggle & - '
capttalism and siffer do dihe wonkens? Muw
dihe stvanpth of fhe wonkars .nl Shair abouggle apainst

neases
thuutmmw secondly, il aﬁﬂtnﬁlm Aighting o :
awortkers angd el configence [in Ghar owo m«nﬂ%
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pra}cticx_il life has created a new form of trade union unity. The
ret.ormlst trade union bureauerats are sabotaging trade union

unity with every possible means af their disposal. Only recent)

the leaders of the reformist trade union federation (C.G.T.
qnswered the unity proposals of the revolutionary trade union
federation (C.G/T.U,) with the demand that the upions affiliated

to the latter should dissolve themselves and that their members
should join the C.G.T. unions unconditionally. They go further

even and declare that they are prepared to discuss the calling of a
pational trade union congress only after such an unconditional
dissolution of the reyolutionary unions, In other words, the re- A
fog'misis say to themselves, after the revolutionary workers have v
joined our unions we shall have a chance of seeing the relation |
of forces; if the revolutionary worlers are in a minority, then we

shall call the national congress and let it demonstrate our pre-
ponderance, If, on the other hand, the revolutionary workers |
should prove to be in the majority in any of the big unions, then

we shall postpone the calling of the congress until we have

“peorganised” the unions in question.

The way in which the reformist trade union Lureaucrats treat
the question of unity shows clearly that if the revolutionary
unions were to accept their conditions, then the reformist hureau-
crats would strain every effort Lo exclude the former revolution-
ary leadership under various pretexts from any part in the
leadership of the united trade union federation. The French
reformist trade union bureaucrats have already had a wide ex-
perience in this sort of thing. Prior to the split in the French
trade union movement they expelled whole organisations which
opposed their policy of class collaboration.

Can the revolutionary trade unions possibly accept such &
proposal? They certainly cannot and they will not. Instead they
are working for trade union upity on the basis of a programme
of minimal demands, whereby they also demand guarantees that
they will be able to work inside the proposed united trade union
federation.

Must the idea of trade union unity be abandoned in France
because the reformist trade union bureaucrats reject it ? :
tainly not, say the revolutionary trade unions, particularly i
view of the fact that broad masses of the French workers, 1né
ing many members of the reformist and autunomuus_trade unions,
are already beginning 10 join the working-class united front,

By September 1 no less than 166 united trade unlons
already been formed in France, 105 amongst the railwaymen, 27
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and the slogans and agitation of the Communists were not always
veadily understood by the members of the reformist trade unions
the u{mrumh of the Communists to the masses Was very often 0}
a sectarian character,

In addition to the ahovementioned reasons, it must also bhe
pointed out that the decisions adopted with regard fo 4 number
of individual countries did not always take into consideration the
eonerete conditions existing in the countries in guestion or the
difficulties with which any attempt to earry out the decisions
must meet, 1

The failures and weaknesses of our trade union work cansed E,
some comrades to conclude quite wrongly that as the Communist '
parties had not attained sufficient success in their trade union
work the trade union policy of the C.I, was therefore ineorrect.
These comrades are wrong. The work of the Communists in the
eformist trade unions in (yreat Britain, Sweden, Poland and the
United States has proved that where the Communist policy in the
reformist upions is carried out with understanding and persists
enee undeniable successes Can he obtained, 4

What sort of a new trade union policy do these comyades who
are dissatisfied with the old propose? The policy they are sajd
to propose is that the revolutionary trade unions should capitulste
unconditionally, dissolve themselyes and instruct their members
to enter the reformist unions, It appears hardly likely that we
should be able to obtsin any ipprovement in our trade union
work along such lines,

Must we reject always and under all circumstances the policy
of the revolutionary trade unions unconditionally Joiming the
yeformist unions? In individual cases such 8 policy 1s possihle—

where the members of the red union which unconditionslly JoIns
the reformist union are given the chance of fighting inside the
reformist union for the official posts and freedom o €arry on
their struggle in the interests of the workers,

Is it possible to take these imiiy:idwai and isolated cases and

make out of them 2 policy to be followed by the whole of the

Communist Movement” in my opinion that is not possible.
Why? First of all, because we have in genersl no YeRsoR te 3
pelieve that the reformists will be prepared to give us suwch frees
dom of movement in their organisations if we enter them uneon-
ditionally. And, secondly, in & revolutionary cnsis the Communist
Party cannot do without mass trade unlons under its influence, =
organisations which embrace greater Masses of workers then the
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iheir ideological and organisational influence, and they will not
recommend these organisations to join the reformist unions
unconditionally and without having secured guarantees that the
Q()mmunists and their supporters will have freedom of movement
in the reformist unions. However, this does not diminish but
rather enhances the importance of a determined and CONSClOus
struggle for trade union unity upon certain conditions whereby
the Communists must carry on a persistent, patient and convine-
ing campaign to show the reformist workers that the Commun-
ists are putting forward these conditions in the interests of the
struggle of the whole of the working class.

Question: At the present moment in France the slogan for
the independence of the trade unions from all political parties
is in cireulation. This slogan has heen taken up by the Commun-
ist press as one of the conditions for the unification oi the trade
unions and without any critical comment, Lenin has continually
condemned the slogan of the independence of the trade unions as
a theory aiming at throttling the class struggle. Are not our
French comrades distorting the fundamental principles of the
ynited front and unity tactic right at the beginning of their mass
movement for umity?

Answer: In my opinion, the comrades who formulate the
question in this fashion are wrong. There is no such thing as @
neutral trade union. We know that. The trade unions cannot
be neutral towards the bourgeoisie if they are going to carry ofl
2 struggle against it. In consequence, the trade unions cannot
be neutral towards that party which carries on the clags struggle
against the bourgeoisie. That is the Communist Party. That is
clear. However, in this case it is not a question of the neutrality
of the trade unions, but of their independence of the political
parties. Let us take a look at the question from the standpoint
of the conerete situation in France.

In France there are two big working-class parties, the =
Socialist Party and the Communist Party, and two big tré
union federations which own allegiance to the respective polit
parties. The Communist Party of France has taken on the &
of unifying these two big trade union federations.

However, the Communists cannot agree to any unification £ e
the trade unions so long as the unions follow the lead of the
Socialist Party, and, on the other hand, the Socialist Party can-
not agree to their unification so Jong as the unions follow the lead
of the Communist Party. i
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power by Hitler in Germany the Social-Democratic Party and
the reformist trade unions supported the bourgeoisie in every
possible way, and that they supported one hourgeois government
after the other. The trade unions were a hindrance, both to the
political and the economic struggle of the working class, Let us
take as an example the November strike of the Berlin passenger
transport workers within a few months before Hitler's accession
to power., After the sejzure of power by fascism, the reformists
handed over the trade unions to the fascists, On May 17, 1933,
the whole social-democratic parliamentary fraction voted unani-
mously for Hitler's foreign policy.

At the moment there are neither reformist trade unions nor |
any other sort of trade unions. There are also no mass reformist |
organisations of any other nature. There is also no centrally
organised Social-Democratic Party. Those groups of social-
democrats which show any signs of life at all are undoubtedly
against the fascists.

It is naturally not impossible that the hourgeoisie may turn
pack the wheel, It would appear even that the German houy-
geoisie has made some approach to the reformist trade union
bureaucrats by taking up negotiations through a mediary, as
reported in the “Manchester Guardian.” It is not impossible
that there will once again be reformist trade unions, or mixed
reformist-fascist trade unions, built up with the assistance of
the reformist trade union leaders. If such organisations deve-
loped into mass organisations, then the reformists might once
again, and to a certain extent, play the role of a social support of
the hourgeoisie. : :

However, can one say that the small groups of mqlaL
democratic workers who are carrying on agitation against
fascism, issuing leaflets and sometimes spreading Communist
literature, and joining here and there in a united front with the
Communists, not to speak of cases where they have joined the
Communist Party, whereby they expose themselves 10 the.r}sl.(’
of persecution and arrest, are a social support of the hourgeoisie !
Certainly not.

In Girmany, the Communists have now set themselves the
task of reconstructing the old free trade unions in the best tradi-
tions of the pre-war period, in order that they may, above all,
organise the struggle against the law of January 20, 1934, which
robs the German workers of all the rights won in fifty years of
working-class struggle. At the same time, the German
munists are working within the fascist mass organisations.
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Report to No. 1 District
Conference

December 28, 1934

By S. PURDY

Comrades.—The reports last night, Comrade Cramm’s report
to-day, and the resolution, all indicate that thére has been certain
developments within our Party: that there has been an improve-
ment in our United Front work; also, that since the commence-
ment of the present campaign a number of trade union branches

and mass job meetings have passed resolutions endorsing our
united front proposals to the A.L.P.

Further, I think comrades recognise that there has been an
improvement of our leadership within the trade unjons. This

will be brought out more clearly when we deal with them in-
ﬁavxdually.

. However, the response to the united front campaign, the
- development of united front activity is still very weak and has
not approachegl anything like the standard we require. The main
reason for this is because it is treated in a narrow, practical
manner, Comrades look at it from an organisational point of
view and do not understand the political significance of correct
- united front work; they do not understand the possibilities of
same; they have not got a correct perspective of what can he
accomplished when it is tackled properly. £

Some comrades still think it is impossible to get a united
front with the A.L.P. workers. These comrades accept the
united front in theory but not in practice. Our political leader-

ship and understanding of the question must be .
to get better results, q improved if we

The very important fact that our Central Committee had (.
B WE%QMM of :Vhe Iénited F!':tnt im}icated a gerious
3 ._ as done, most gections treated the
as just another task, and although the District Committf:(-

Y-
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sent copies of the C, C. letter throughout the Party apparatus,
when we checked up, very few copies could be found,

This fact showed clearly that our comrades did not under-
stand the political importance of the campaign, therefore they
treated the circular as so much waste paper, whereas it ghould
have been kept as a guide to the whole of our activities during
the ensuing period,

As far as the united front from below is concerned, the fact
that we emphasised it does not mean that there is anything new
here. It is always our main tactic for mobilising the masses.

The C. C. 4th Plenum resolution reads: “The main tactic of
the Party to carry the strike wave to a higher level and to win
over the Labor Party workers is the united front from helow."”
The D.C. Congress resolution of last June reads: “To proceed to a
more careful and systematic application of the united front from
below.”

So you can see that the only new thing is the approach to the
A. L. P. executive and its branches,

It is no use just sending out directives. It is necessary to
carry our campaign right throughout the Party apparatus, to
enable our members to understand the question. Only then will
we get the results that objective conditions make possible,

Why did the C. C. decide that the Labor Party executive and
its apparatus should be approached at this moment?

If comrades have been studying the situation here and
abroad, they will know why. FEvents in Germany, Austrlia,
France, Spain, U.8.A., etc., all indicate the tremendous desire for
unity. The international working class has learnt many 1@51.5011.5
from Germany and Austria, which are accelerating the drive to
unity on the part of the masses.

In France and elgewhere, due to pressure from l)ulnw[‘ the
Social-Democratic leaders have bheen forced to accept the (,1)n1-
munist Parties’ proposals for a united front .strugglg against
fascism. 8o, whilst the movement from below can force the
Social-Democratic leaders to struggle with us, the importance of
this is that it brings into the struggle with us the more backward
workers, who will not move until advised to do 50 by: their
“leaders.” I think comrades will 12}1 f{gl'tﬂe that the drive for

ity in struggle also applies to Australia. : ‘
umtlzai(l:a E::he %(%sch-(}riﬂ%)ll: campaigns. How many of our Sectieps,
and the Party apparatus generally, had a correct perspec‘tllve
here® Actually, the Sections never responded at all, the leader-
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would be made to drive out of the trade unions those people who
were not prepared to blindly accept the domination of the A.L.P.
‘_‘1nner group.” Since then, this has been the line of the reform-
ist machine, per medium of its politicians, trade union officials
and the “Labor Daily.”

In answer to this, we must not allow ourselves to he provoked,
but within the unions and on the jobs prove our gincere desire
for unity by being the best leaders and organisers in defence of
living standards, maintenance of award conditions, etec. If the
A L.P. leaders should succeed with their plans, it would be a
tremendous blow to our class, throwing it back for a number g
years. On no account must we allow this to happen. We must
convince workers that we have a sincere desire for unity. We
want unity in action, because it will strengthen our class.

When we are successful in getting A.L.P. branches to elect
delegates to meet us, we must 2o along to the meeting with very
conerete plans. At such meetings we will do everything possible
to reach agreement, even if it necessitates a compromise. So
long as we ensure that our proposals are based on struggle, there
will be little danger of falling into opportunism.

Whilst approaching the Labor Party branches, we must
recognise that this is not a substitute for day-to-day activity
amongst the masses, and here our efforts must be intensified
tenfold. We must concentrate our main attention where the
workers are organised, and that is, above all, in the trade unions.
In the basic industries, the overwhelming majority of the workers
are trade unionists. People who imagine that we can organise
the majority of the working class apart from the unions do not
know what they are talking about. It is in the unions that the
workers place their confidence, and no other organisations can be
a substitute for same.

Further, if our fraternal leaders wish their organisations to
get a mass basis, this can only be achieved per medmm of mass
affiliations from the trade union movement. It is heve that we
must mobilise the masses for successful struggle against the
capitalist offensive, war and fascism—for the establishment of
Soviet power and socialism.

It is in the trade unions that the workers are disciplined. If
the union gives a call for strike, the n_’sembers respond. Take,
for example, the instance when the miners’ leaders were sufi-
moned before the court. The lead was glven for a one-day
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which the majority of the strikers were organised, came out and
threatened the strikers for breaking the rules of the union,
breaking the discipline, ete., and practically ordered them back
to work. The strikers felt they would not have the support of
their union in a prolonged struggle, and consequently went hack
to work.

Then take the struggles in the Miners’ Federation. You will
find that practically every struggle that has taken place, in which
the leadership participated, has resulted in a total or partial
victory. Here we have the leadership of the strikes.

This also applies in relationship to the unemployed to a great
degree. In this sphere, we have planned the strikes and led
them. Of course, unemployed strikes are harder to win,

Then, take other industries where we have certain influence
in the leadership, but where the reformists are in control. Here
you will find that they end in partial victory, or, sometimes, in
failure. On the other hand, take those strikes that break out
where we have no influence and no connection. The workers are
out for a couple of days and then, in 99 cases out of 100, go back
to work defeated.

So, you see, on the leadership depends the success or other-
wise of the strikes.

In the Miners’ Federation, due to the fact that Orr and
Nelson have proven themselves on smaller questions, the cam-
paign for the six-hour day, five-day week, £5/10/- minimum
wage, ete., is now being developed, and is receiving wide support
from the miners.

Then, take also the question of the general strike. At the
A.C.T.U. Congress, due to the fact that we had the leadership
of the miners’ delegation, our comrades could get the other
miners’ delegates to agree that the guestion of general strike be
raised. This was done, and received support from a large
numher of delegates representing the most important unions
covering the basic industries.

Comrades Orr and Nelson, inside the Miners’ Federation, have
done things and not merely talked. They have been better
organisers and leaders than the other fellow. To do this is abso-
lutely necessary if we are to meet with success. It must be
recognised that, whilst the workers, parj;lpularly in the basie
industries, may support this or that poh_tlcal party, this is a
secondary consideration to their trade union. The person who
can build and strengthen the union is the person who will get
their support, irrespective of any campaign that the reformists
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Then we have the Plasterers’ Union. Here the militants were

to the fore in the fight to maintain award conditions, ete. They

were able to prove themselves the best union builders. A mili-
tant was recently elected unopposed to the union presidency.

Then there is ——, of He is not very developed, politi-
cg]]y, but has an inherent desire to resist any filching of condi-
tions, even the most elementary. Because he has led the fight
around these questions, he was recently elected secretary of his
trade union branch by a big majority.

Then there is the work of the railway shop committees,
where our comrades, because they have been the driving force
in building organisation and securing improvements on the jobs,
are more and more being looked upon as leaders.

We have to keep in mind, and recognise, the importance of
these “minor” questions—to be the best union organisers for
100 per cent. financial unionism, to be the best fighters to main-
tain the militant traditions of unionism and abolish the idea of
relying on backward workers who take up an anti-union attitude.
This latter tendency must once and for all be liquidated. We
have to depend on the trade unions for our support from the
best trade unionists, those workers who have the most faith in
the trade union movement, trade union activists who look upon
the union as their fortress.

We have raised the slogan in our class material and in our
papers of “trade union unity.” This slogan is wrong. The correct
slogan is “closer trade union unity,” because in this country the
unions are not split. Generally speaking, dual unionism does not

industrial unionism, ete.

This is very important, because, by having a correct perspec-
tive of the slogan, then we get a correct organisational approach.
Further, most unions in this country, unlike most .other
countries, are more or less democratic, so the possibilities of
winning the leadership are greater. i

We have to fight to maintain the present upity and to build
closer unity—to maintain union democracy and introduce g_reater
democracy. Where possible, we must win the leadership, the
trade union apparatus, for a militant policy. ¥

In so far as amalgamation, industrial unionism, irgdustrmt
councils and direct negotiation are concerned, we have indulged
in quite an amount of propaganda. The workers are very favor-
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apparatus does the work previously done by the militant groups
but to a far higher degree, This necessitates the huilding oi
strong Party units in each pit. Our comrades in the mining
industry must study the leads in “Common Cause” and develop
job correspondents for same.,

In connection with the railways. We have to see a further
development of the shop committees. Undoubtedly there has heen
a big development in the shop committees already, The old ones
have consolidated, and new ones have come into existence, The
Central Counci] of Shop Committees has been broadened, and it
now has more influence and carries out far better work than
previously, However, we cannot be satisfied, but must drive ever:
forward,

Also, we have to bring about an improvement within the
unions covering the railway industry, strengthen our work so
that the possibilities of the reformists standing in our way will
be lessened. The central A.R.U. militant fraction must streng-
then itself, improving its leadership and functions as a
co-ordinating centre,

On the waterside there is a strong, active M.Ms group in the
Waterside Workers' Federation. Three months ago, no M.M.
group existed. Now there is a militant group of 44 members,
90 per cent. of whom are active and regularly paying dues. A
strong Party unit is also being built. The leading comrade there

lans his work. It seems to me that the next step is to concen-
Qute on improving our position in the leadership of the W W.F.

Amongst the seamen an improvement can be noted, but not
to a very marked degree, and much hard work still lays before us.

In the rubber industry the shop committee movement has
just commenced. To consolidate and !spruu.d this movement, our
position in the union needs to be considerably strengthened, and
a central M. M. union executive must be established, with repre-
sentatives from each factory.

A movement towards amalgamation and closer unity is
alveady proceeding in the building trades. This must be deve-
loped still further, with improved work on the part of our
fractions in each craft union. This applies particularly to the
Carpenters’ Union, where the militants have allowed themsely
to be provoked by the reformists, with the result that their
has been of a negative character, ol

Our position in the district leadership of the A . is, com-
paratively, fairly strong, but down below, in the branches, there
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Is “Prosperity” Returning?

By R, CRAMM

' ‘I‘Aii the efforts of the capitalist class to overcome the
crisis in Australia have failed, The slight improvement of
production in some industries, the gmall reduction of unem-
W}ﬁwut, the increase in prices of wool—factors which have
called forth much demagogy and praise from the capitalist

class and its politiciens—do not mean that the crisis is

passing. On the contrary, it can he stated, with all certainty,
that the upward tendency which commenced in 1933 and is
continuing into 1934, capnot he maintained so that capital-
igm will find an economic way out of the crisis. The improve-
ment taking place can only pave the way tor a greater crash.”

—Fourth Plenum Resolution.

Is the ahove analysis of the Central Commitice correct? [Is
the line of the Party in relation to the economic and politicsl
situation in Australiz wrong? Many workers ave asking these

uestions in view of the “prosperity” propaganda and the super-
improyement mapifested in certain industries.

We must agree that there is an improvement in some direc-
tions. Building expension for 1924, when compared with 1933,
shows 2 sharp upward trend. The total smount expended on pew
buildings in Sydney and suburbs during the course of the year
1957 was £2.214,5602 as against €3 112,278 Lor 1934, being a net
jmprovement of £897,775. This unprovement is being carried
into 1985, as the recent returns of the Water and Sewerage Bogrd
indicate, But the improvement is not so flatiering when compared
with building vonstruction in Syduey and suburbs for the yvear
1914 (£6,775548) and the peak year 1929, when £16 500,000 was
expended on new buildings ! _

Rea) estate turnover has increased in value from £12.:200,000
i 1932 to £18,500,000 for the corresponding period of 1984,
S MH.” 5/1/55, real estate column,) Freight tonnage on the
railways in NSW. has improved, according o the Rallway Comtis
missioner’s figures, from 4,568,000 tons for the first five
of the 19334 financial year 1o 5,260,000 tons for the cor ke
ing months of 1924-5, ap increase for five months of 692,000 Lons.
(“SMM” 9/1/86. d

The master builders predict a “hoow” year, “almost nomoal™
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£2.400,000 sterling value of wool from South Africa by May 30,

1935, South Africa taking a similar value of G
tures. (“S.M.H.” 2/1/'35.) ST S

The Australian wool capitalists reply to this situation by pre=
posing an almost similar agreement with Germany, (“S.M.H.,”
9/1/35.) Such a suggestion is fraught with great difficulties for
the wool capitalists, as it will be bitterly opposed by the “mother”
country ‘and manufacturing and financial interests in Australia,
which Wlll see in such an agreement a curtailment of the import
of British manufactures and a shrinking of the home market for
Australian secondary goods. The bonds of “Empiah” are cer-
tainly being strained.

The factors which give rise to a greater volume of wool ex-
ports during 1933 have now partially disappeared. When Hitler
took power, great quantities of wool were hought by that country
t0 equip storm troops and supply the needs of the army as a part
of the intense preparation for war that commenced after Hitler

took charge.
-~

the army in Manchuria and to build up large supplies of tunics,
ete., in preparation for intervention against the U.S.S.R. Further,
but to a lesser degree, this was true of the war preparations of
Australia, Great Britain and others. Whilst war preparations B
have not ceased, the internal economic situation of the European
countries has become worse, the drive to economic nationalism 1
‘has intensified, substitutes are being used for wool (Woolstra, g
(Germany), and the great mass of the people are o0 impoverished
+that new woollen garments are out of the question.

As the basis for the 1933 improvement in wool exports is
rapidly disappearing, we must look for a worsening of the situa-
tion in connection with our staple industry. There is only
one alternative as far as the Australian capitalists are concerned,
not only for wool but all primary exports, and that is to find other
markets in the East. Other countries are looking for _n_mrkets
also, and the clash of interests will be intengified, competition W
grow apace, attacks will be made on the workers and small farm-
ers of this country in an attempt to lower already low living
standards to compete; Fascism will gain impetus and a more
vigorous drive will be made towards war as a solution.

Exports of meat, which showed an upward trend during 1938

Japan, also, was a large buyer during that period, to equip ‘
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sreat Britain in the event of general restriction to make agrees
ments with other countries irrespective of “Empiah” interests,
and, secondly, that Australian policy would be directed with more
gor towards penetrating other markets with cheap goods.

Such an attitude reflects the deep-seated opposition existing

- within the capitalist groups over the question of the meat restrice

tions. Further, it heralds the approsch of greater attacks on the
workers’ conditions so that production costs can be lowered to
compete in markets already extensively exploited by other cheap-
labor countries. This situation calls for a strengthening of all
the forces of the working-class to resist the coming attacks and
the drive towards Fascism and war,

Sufficient has been said about the primary industries, although
much more could be said if space would allow, in cormection with
this, the principal factor which makes for “prosperity” and
stabilisation in Australian capitalist economy, to show that, on
this, the main point, there is very little hope of a future pros=
perity.

Let us briefly touch on Government loans. In an effort to overs
come the crisis the Australian bourgeoisie, through their govern-
ments, have raised millions for relief work. Further millions
have been raised by attacking the workers’ wages per medium of

es tax, etc. Expenditure arising from these loans has given

tus to brick-yards, pottery works, timber yards
, joinery businesses, ete., becatige the work carried out has
building of schools, repairing government buildings, loans

) y-owners to build, , sewerage schemes, and 3o on.

nore, the relicf worker, instead of having a paper coupon

i ) has, through receiving a shilling
ble to spend ready money, be it
has seen a distinet tendency

, namely, where two and three

use 18 months ago to save rent

such a small quantit

ke place amongst the unemple
imilies were living in the one ) ;
Xpenses, great numbers have now gone out on their own again
d are attempting to pay rent. The result has been in some
pburbs an actual shortage of cheap hna.-wa_, catising a rise in
it, and being one of the factors causing investment to take
gce in real estate, The main determining factor, however, i 3

etion with property investment giving cause to a building |
4" is the fact that the bourgeoisie cannot find any other
ble undertakings in which to invest the sgrphm 'v_-lu
g from the working class. This in itself is indicative of
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of the Australian hourgeoisie, achieved primarily at the ex-
e of the workers and small farmers, Much of the improve-
ent is taking place behind tariff walls, and some of the improve-
ent is due to war preparations—increased supplies of wool te
Germany, also other countries.” (“C.R.” April-May, p.7.)

/ In coneclusion we think sufficient has been said to demonstrate
~ that the Party line is correct. We must learn the lessons derived
- from a perusal of the above figures, must draw the necessary
E- wnqiusmns, and prepare our class for the coming gigantic strug-

- gle in the future, against Fascism, war and the capitalist offen-
sive, This is the duty of every militant worker,

FEREMTY ) R
The Convention of The American

Federation of Labor

By BOSSE (New York)

The 54th Convention of the American Federation of Labor
 met in San Franciseo during the first two weeks of October, and
in spite of the best efforts of its leadership it had to report more
: ress in certain directions than any other gathering in years.
_ R endorsed the principle of industrial unionism and that of
. organisation of the unorganised, under pressure of the revolt of
k, i‘lge masses against the attacks of the N.R.A., though it will do
1 best to castrate these formally progressive steps, as far as
- possible. :
On the other hand, the convention was conducted in the most
ctionary fashion of any of its history, the most elementary
sects of trade union democracy being violated in an orgy of
eam-rollering. The bureaucracy further tied up the federation
‘the chariot of the N.R.A., and, unless the influence of the
t” wing and the militancy of the workers hold it back, it will
senerate into a semi-governmental apparatus. ;
The report of the Executive Council to the convention
wed the average membership for}}he y‘?l%r endmgthﬁugu&t 31
be 2,608,000, a gain of less than half a million over the prev
. '?fgwas the lowest figure since 1920, except for 1932 and
3. Last year Green had predicted a gain of ten million, and
the end of this convention he again promised a gain of -
illion for mext year. During the year of the N.R.A., ov
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mism, and the convention for the first time endorsed it

mously. It was forced upon the leadership by the militaney

he membership in the local unions, a large number of resolu-

ns having come from all over the country demanding it, The
ow York “Times” labor correspondent summed it up so:

,000 dollars, and | o ~ “Yielding to the ceaseless demands for a clear and defin-
‘o8 g = p ite statement of policy with regard to its attitude on form-
ing industrial unions embracing every group of workers in
the basic and mass production industries . . . the conven-
tion confessed that it was impossible to organise craft
unions in these industries.” The issue was critical: “It
was no secret that the members of the federal unions were
discouraged and were beginning to fall away. . . . Action
could not be postponed for another year.”

 These workers, most of whom organised spontaneously,
despite the eftorts of the A.F.L. to keep them from doing so,
were beginning to fall away to the “Left” wing, to independent
. or to company union influence. The convention admittedly sup-
position to Japanes ~ ported the resolution calling for industrial unionism to combat
ne ] | the “Left” wing's growing influence (“fo keep them from organ-
 ising under some other banner”).
The “Times” correspondent went on to say that the workers
] : the federal unions “feared that the old-line craft unions
the employc i seek to divide them up and dismember the industrial
surance: “It " unions when organisation was completed.” This is just what the
¢t a federal une ! “0ld guard hopes to do. ‘
i the fake Wagner " The resolution adopted hamstrings these new uni in the
- ‘auto, radio, cement, aluminium, ete, industries by ucting
al, men , Executive Council to appoint the officers and decide the
B cies and finances of the new industrial unions as long as it
hed to dO S0. 2
~ John L. Lewis, head of the miners and the }Vul‘st .l“ea.t':tl().{_lal'y
@onvention a the A.F.L., sponsored the fight for the industrial unions.
the bullding ard. of a craft printers’ union, who betrayed the San Fra;%-
e t’)_f- 1 strike by keeping the printers at work, the newspapers
earpeniers, : . ete., also championed it, saymng frankly that otherwise the
e indust ds would get the new unions. The inter of the eraft unions
amply provided for, as the major of the AFL, are
unions. Since everyone admits a number of large strikes
likely this winter, especially in these unorganised, mass-
jon industries, the A.F.L. leaders a.reﬂalres?dyl providing
betraying them. Lewis has his eyes on Green'’s job, and 50
as a progressive and defender of the new ideas. :
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ipaigns around the Scottsboro issue and around the Negro
ecroppers and metal miners in the South caused the suecess-
al raising of the question for the first time.

) _Th_e fight of the bureaucrats not in the inner council was a
~ main issue on the floor, Lewis and his pals battling Green fo a
* standstill after a number of efforts at previous conventions.

. a deal made behind the scenes, and tied up with the industrial
~unionism issue, they were given places on the Executive Council,
which was increased to 18. Gorman, hero of the textile strike
betrayal, came by aeroplane to speak on the strike. He called it
an “amazing victory,” because it won many new members (he
was careful not to say how many) ; because, while it did not win
union recognition, it won “the nearest thing” to it. The stretch-
out was being settled by “investigation.” The blacklisting of
scores of thousands, company unions, and other aspects of the
defeat were not mentioned.
; Ninety per cent. of the delegates were not representatives of
the membership, but top officials of the unions. The rank and
g file showed some progress, having had no delegates in 1932, one
" jast year, and 15 this year. All their resolutions were repri
_ in the official proceedings, summarised in the San Francisco press,
and came up on the floor. It is true they were railroaded to the
serap heap in the worst orgies of Red-baiting and downright
terrovism. Rank and file delegates were refused the floor con-
sistently, and were howled down by Green and his clique.
The six “Left” wing resolutions included the following: Con-
- demnation of Green for his betrayal of the San Francisco strike;
~ a national 24-hour strike in January to support the unemployment
. insurance bill ; against expulsions for political beliefs ; withdrawal
| from N.R.A. posts; release of the Scottsbro boys, Mooney, and
~ Thaelmann; protest against German fascism and growing fa_sclst
" fendencies in the U.S.; condemning the use of militia in strikes;
‘against gangsterism in the unions; giving a speaker fime to
report on the US.S.R., ete. j
The rank and file conference met simultaneously with the
regular convention. The mass meeting opening it was attgn_ﬂ@
by 1500, with delegates from rub}?er, tmal and m;eta‘l‘. T};;lm-
meat-packing, building, auto, mac inist, marine, clothing, te
tile, shpx, fr}ogd and other unions. Weinstock and other leaders re-
ported, reviewing the struggles in their locals and the experk
ined from them. A national conference was called fo meet
%&W gon: October 27-28, and local conferences were being

meanwhile. :
The widening of the sphere of influence of the rank and

v, 1935 COMMUNIST REVIEW




ary, 1935

COMMUNIST REVIEW
ukage of — E e O

nunists and turned he attentions of the workers i :

; ] _ ] [ ¢ ers again towards indust

l quu;w “organisation and action, and the leadership in the firgt a-nt?—ef:‘nf
\I:'etg‘;il it #oription campaign (1916) which the 1. W, W, supplied, helped to
, Kala-

: turn this interest of the ma; i
action: iy, ;-3 Do o ;ctnlg:av Interest of the masgg of the workers in the direcs

And in 1917 there was the direct necessity for action, The
- workers were already paying for the war in which thousands of
their class were laying down their lives—had heen slaughtered
in 1915 on Gallipoli by the criminal blunderings of their leaders,
blunderings to be repeated in the following year in France, to
result in the slaughtering of more thousands and to culminate
in the charnel-house of Ypres in October, 19171 This wholesale
and continuous slaughter made necessary the trapping of more
and more men to fill up the ranks. Not only were reinforcements
to be got, but the criminal Federal Government and William
Birdwood, who wished to raise his own rank and suthority, were,
: in 1917, creating a sixth division—another division for the
line of glaughter, The fact that such a division was being ereated was
d belief ~ officially denied here in Australia, but, at that time, the writer
iscribed 1o ~ was in England in a unit from which members were heing taken
bor Party - as recruits for the new division! In Australia, in the meanwhile,
e which . workers were paying for the war, The cost of living was soar-
ing, leaving wages far behind. Unemployment was increasing.
- Returned soldiers, already back from the front, were unable to
~ find positions, and many of them and their families were on the
bread-line, Poverty was widespread. Said the “Sup”: “Many
. pitiful scenes among the poor and needy are to he witnessed
almost daily at the Sydney Municipal Markets, From early morn-
dng from 75 to 100 women and as many children are to be seen
{urning over the refuse in the open garbage tins in the search 4
= for vegetables. Many carry dilapidated hampers, and others =

" sugar-bags, into which they put potatoes, onions, pumpking,
" cabbage, and other vegetable matter, thrown away as bad by the

& salesmen” And this occurred not in the middle of the Great ;

. Depression but in the midst of the Great War!—the Great War =

i for a Better World! %

On the other hand, profits were increasing. It was about
time that the Colonial Sugar Befining Company increased its
capital in 2 wholesale manner—just as it is doing to-day. In 1915
the White Star Line declared a dividend of 65 per cent., and M
increased its capital from threequarters of a million to
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dustrial field, In the years immediately following, the idea of
the 0.B,U. grew and spread, It was the period of fine papers
schemes: cart-wheel plans for organisation, But they were
planned from the top downwards instead of in the veverse direc-
tion, so that what heginnings were made pagsed into the control
of the reactionaries, It is not generally understood to-day that
the O.B.U. does exist on paper: the Workers' Industrial Union of
Augtralia, of which only one section is functioning—the Miners'
Federation, The lesson is that even if an O.B,U, is 100 per cent,
organised, it is dead unless its veins be filled with the life-blood
that throbs from the heart of the mass of the workers through

local and unit organisation and rank and file representation and

control, The lessons that the growth of the Minority Movement

to-day has to offer have been learned from the failures of the past
and the defeats that sectarianism brought in its train. ;

In 1917, too, the victorioug Russian Revolution furnished
lesgons to the whole of the world proletariat., The teachings of
Lenin, the experiences of the various sections of the Communist
International, and the triumphing march towards Socialism in
the U.8.8.R. under the leadership of tried revolutionists have
given us lessons so that the follies of the sectarianism that spelt
the ruin of the revolutionary partieg of the past have been laid
agide. Germany, Austria, France, Spain, have shown the neces-
sity for unity in the struggle against capitalism. The French,
Austrian, Italian and Spanish workers appear to have learned
the lesson, Shall we learn them here? Wonthaggi and the vie-
tories of the militants in the Miners’ Union reflect the correct
and eflicient methods of organising struggle that we now have
learned, The advance of the Communist Party is alike proof that
the sin of sectarianism has been got rid of, If we learn from
mnistakes and failures of the past, then they have not been in
wvain, But let us not rest on our laurels!

THE END

Note on Authorities,—The following have been used in the prepal
ion of these articles:—"Social Unrest—The Story of the 1917 Strike,™
“Arius”; “How Labor Governs,” by V. G, Childe; “Unity Debate” (19]
Judd and Reardon; “Political Power Debate” (1920), Judd and Rears
don; Files of “The International Socialist,” “The People,” and “Direct
Action.”
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,Ving' the milk industry on the other, ntroduced the legislation
- which gave monopoly power
- companies and drove hundreds of small and medinm-gized vens
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dorg out of buginess,

In Pc_rth and Brisbane, where Labor governments are in
power, milk monopolies are being aided to power in exactly the
same way as in SBydney and Melbourne—under the hypocritical
p‘mtt:nﬂlon of “protecting public health and stabilising the milk
indugtry.”

The monopolistic ambitions of the gangs of bread thieves are
not being so easily realised, The attempt to pass the flour tax on
to the price of bread hag brought this young octopus up to the
surface from the hidden depths where its tentacles have heen
steadily growing and reaching out into the haking industry and
distribution of bread,

The monopoly forces in the bread industry have encountered a
number of great difficulties and have suffered a number of severe
set-backs due to the tenacity with which the masses defend their
bread, in the face of which neither the Nationalist nor the Labor
governments dare risk exposing their connections with a bread
monopoly.

For a number of years the flour tax has been successfully
%assed on to the price of bread in spite of the anger of the masses,

ut this year the mass resentment is directed against the Gov-
ernment and, in view of the pending Etate elections, the N.B.W,
Government is forced to make a pretence of combating the master
bakers. In this situation the position of the anti-monopolist in-
terests in the baking industry is strengthened., The anti-mono-
polist interests, comprising a large number of small and medium
enterprises, have always been a thorn in the side of the monopo-
Tists.

Baking is an’industry adapted to small scale, handicraft, or
even domestic, production, which eptails but little overhead
expense, Because of thix, small-scale enterprise has been able 1o
survive and compete against the big coneerns which are
down with tremendous overhead expenses, i

In Sydney the four largest baking companies represent 4 total
investment of over £1,000,000. They possess sufficient plant ﬁ
supply the whole of Sydney if the Day Baking Act was ak

But the day baking law, although it is being further and fur-
ther encroached upon, prevents the big concerns Trom Tully utilis-
ing their ts, so that they are striving 10 meet their tremen-
dous ovi expenses, and at the same time make the averags
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plskdus e NN
scheme, the issue has been definitely settled by the expulsion of
the organising gecretary, MacPherson, by the executiy

laboration with the employers, VI N
_ But although great danger for the Government is involved if
it assists to establish a hread monopoly in the same way as it
agsisted the milk swindlers, this does not guarantee that it will
not assist in a less direct manner, It appears alveady that the
Government is searching for new methods, and it is probable
that the Commission headed by Sir Herbert Gepp, to inquire into
the baking industry, will not only formulate proposals on gimilar
lines to the Milk Board, but will attempt to reiﬁeve the Govern-
ment of responsibility for its concessions to monopoly,

But even this course must tend fo expose the monopolist
policy of the Government, because royal and other State commis-
sions are no longer treated with the respect they once received.
Very few people now look upon them as what they pretend to be
—impartial arbiters between contending interests, free of gov-
ernmental influences in making recommendations. Commissions,
royal or civil, are subservient to the Government, and when their
decigions are accepled by the Government, it must bear responsi-
bility for putting them into effect.

In summing up the position in the bread-haking industry, we
can say that the monopoly forces, in spite of many set-hacks, now
hold a fairly strong position and that only a widespread mass
campaign can prevent the Government from assisting the mono-
polists to complete victory.

The connections between finance capital and the State in the
exploitation of agriculture have reached a high degree of per-
fection. During the post-war period of capitalist development in
Australia this process has gone on unnoticed by the masses of
workers and small farmers, and the Communist Party has been
the only political force attempting to expose and organise a
struggle against it,

fl%houih, from time to time, agitation has been directed
against various manifestations of monopoly, chiefly against the
C,8.R., the Nationalist, Country and Labor parties have be
able—turn about—to safely secure the position of finance ca
in the industrial, banking and commercial spheres. ;

There is not space here to deal fully with the question, &
we can, at least, present some faets which vividly illustrate
legislative aid given by all governments to the %

In connection with the tobacco industry, we will take an ¢
tract from the official organ of the Farmers’ Unity League, “
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overnment in Australian history, has indeed been the most
faithful and able servant of finance capital, e

Furthermore, the policy enunciated by Beasley, on hehalf of
the Lang Federal Party, indicates that the Lahor Party is willing
to render further aid to finance capital in the ahove direction.
Beasley offers to not only complete the above process of State
control of marketing by setting up Commonwealth wheat and
wool pools, but actually proposes to finance them through the
Commonwealth Bank.

But the time has not yet arrived for this lickspittle of Aus-
tralian capitalism to be taken into service in an inflation adven-
ture. For the time being Australian capitalism is satisfied to
proceed along the foregoing lines of systematic attack against
the living standards of the toiling masses—persistently beating
down the wages and conditions of the workers and the income
of the small and middle farmers on the one hand and of step by
step developing monopoly in food production and distribution as
a further means of lowering the living standards of the masses
and crushing out of small enterprises on the other hand.

Perhaps when the crisis plunges Australian capitalism into a
more serious position, and the mass movement of the workers
and small farmers rises to a greater height, Beasley, Lang and
Co. will be called upon to introduce their policy of nationalisation
of the banks as a further means of guaranteeing the dividends
of the big exploiters at the expense of the toiling masses and the

- petit-bourgeoisie.

The Communists must study this question of the growth of

- monopoly and raise a consistent agitation against monopoly in

all spheres of activity, The greatest clarity on this question i
necessary, especially in our work among the petit-bourgeoisie,
whom the Douglas Credit and A.L.P. are frantically striving to
win as a mass basis for their future political adventures on
behalf of decadent capitalism.
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itgelf any effort nor shrink from sacrifices in order to place it

al the head of the fighting magses, now invites all \s\.'lm'kvi?:etl:
draw the lessons from this fight not only in order to solve the
doubts and questions which to-day confront thousands of prole-
tarlt_ms, but in order to arm them with the theory and correct
tactics which will lead us to victory in the coming fights,

Why did we not win the vietory?

Among all the exploited there was no lack of will and eourage,
determinaimn and firmness, devotion and sacrifice. Why, then,
did we not win the victory? Because, as our Parly has repeatedly .
declared, there wag not sufficient political and organisational
gre;mrallml for the revolution, hecause its programme was not

rought to the knowledge of the whole of the working muasses,
because the advantages which the revolution will bring to the
workers, the peasants, the soldiers and all the exploited had not

~ been popularised, The fact that the revolution cannot he simply
3 made but must be organised, that the organisation of the revolu-

“tion eannot be confined to groups of volunteers who are “ready
for everything,” but that all the forees of the working elass and
the immediate allies of the revolution, the peasanis, must he
drawn into the fight—all this was ignored,

The regolution of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party, published in the “Mundo Obrere” (“World of Labor') of
Septem 17, stated: “The Workers' Alliances, as their name
Implies, arise as the organ of one of the main driving forces of
the reyolution, namely, the proletariat, which is a guiding force
 but they fail to recognise the second main driving force, repre-

ed by the peasaniry, without the alliance with which there

be no guarantee of the socialist revolution.” This is the
why the army, except in a few isolated cases, did not also

Join in the fight on the side of the workers,
The overwhelming majority of the soldiers are peasants, and

LA :}h;{ will only go over to the side of the revolution if it satisfies
r

requirements, As they did not know what the revolution
would give them, the tremendous forces of the village, for the
far H?m part, did not join the fight, ' _g

problem of power, the main question of every revolution,

‘was not presented plainly and clearly to the proletariat and
masses of the peasantry. The greater majority of them there-
fore did not know into whose hands and to what organs they b
1o place power, and what power meant for them, There w




S

' a""|= R EW February, 1935

% ki r this force which, when it becomes em-
% mh? tﬂ'e ‘masses, causes thém to defy death in order that the
- programme shall be realised in life. In the above-mentioned
stion of the C.C. of the C.P. it is stated: “The fight to smash
of the bourgeoisie a m&w:ihe:s ait{;.li fﬂlr th; power
I peasants presupposes political and organ-
‘of the masses for the achievement of this
e propaganda of the programme of the
1ent, setting forth that which the
to the working people, must he
o masses in town and country.”
ctness of this estimate. In
of the toiling people into the fight,
previously permeated with the pro-
the flag of the advance-guard, sum-
this was not the case, the enormous
proletariat in every factory, in every
d, were untapped. For this reason neither
nor committees of peasants nor the Alliances
every place where exploitation took place—in
peas and soldiers should be directly repre-
o say, organs for preparation of the armed re-
of power of the victorious revolution
this was lacking is not due to chance.
view of tactics. There was
of the revolution. There was
1 which must characterise the
revolution. Within the socialist party there are to
found devoted revolutionaries together with elements which
not conceal their hostility to any revolutionary action. This
was bound to be reflected in a number of vacillations in re-

was not carried out before the formation of the
'men’s government of Lerroux. This meant that the initia-
‘was left in the hands of the enemy.
Another terrible mistake was to entrust the issue of the fight
h vacillating persons as Companys and his like, who out of
of the development of the people’s revolution capitulated to
rces of the enemy, or to the army commanders,
of the united masses of the workers. In order to ensure
! ry of the revolution it is necesgary that the leadership
f the revolution shall remain in all its forms in the hands of the
pited. That is the only guarantee of victory. Our heroic
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comrades 111‘Astu1‘ias and the Basque province have proved this.
“The emancipation of the working-class ean only be the work of
Ithe workers themselves” (Marx). This fact was not realised in
its whole significance.

Comrades anarchists, take note!

The Communist Party endeavored in good time to correet
these errors, and persisted in its endeavors in the course of the
ficht. Nevertheless, in spite of the seriousness of the errors, the
situation would not have developed in favor of the monarchist-
fascist canaille if, above all, the anarchist leaders of Barcelona
and Saragossa had not committed their shameful act of hetrayal

of the revolution at the very moment when all the exploiters of

Spain were fighting like lions with weapons in hand.

It is not merely the civil guards and storm guards, not enly
the monarchist and fascist officers, not merely the machine-guns
which for the moment decided the battle in favor of the blackest
reaction, To the everlasting shame of the anarchist leaders, it
was their appeals, which they issued from the general head-
guarters of the fascist Batet in Barcelona. The leaders of the
Anarchist Federation prevented the victory of the revolution.
They sold their own anarchist comrades who, in Asturias, Madrid
and other places, realised their duty to their class and fought
bravely together with their Communist and socialist brothers.

1t is these anarchist leaders who are chiefly responsible for
ihe present situation. Do not forget this, comrades anarchists!

From what has already been said it is evident why the peasants
did not seize passession of and defend the land, uniting with the
proletariat in the fight, and why the great majority of the soldiers
did not fraternise with the workers and go over to the revolution.
Therefore the counter-revolutionary pack was able to tear down
the red flag of the revolution and hoist the black flag of the death
penalty, suppress all the democratic liberties of the working
people, pounce like jackals on to the defeated districts in Cata-
Jonia and in the Basque province, entrust power into the hands of
the fascist monarchists and return to the monarchist-militarist-
jesuit past. :

Everything that is reactionary and backward in society, the
whole combined forces of counter-revolution, are hastening to
celebrate their triumph. But they are in too much of a hurry.
They can shoot, imprison, increase the misery and hunger among
the working people still more, hut the hungry will not become
satisfied by fasts, the pains and tears of the mothers and women
of the people will not he stopped by the whips and blows of t'he
civil and storm guards. It is impossible to satisfy the people with

v
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s want land ; & proved once again that there can he only one part ke
every worke: - revolution, and that this party is the party “% %32:, e
take revenge. ~ aetivity on the (remendous experiences of iwo glorious aK

. vietorious revolutions, of Russia and Soviet Ching. Everywhere
where our forces predomingte, as in Asturigs and the B
provinees, the form of organisation and tactics made POB
glovious achievements which to-dey are the pride of all yev:
tionaries of Spain. Our Party, in spite of the yeactionary sia
which is reging sround it, remains at the head of the fight
%»resm masses, More than evey theiy firm hands are g

flag of socialist revolution against the cowardly calumpiators
and against the lackeys of capital, And thus, as n the past they
are holding sloft this flag on which is inscvibed the } g

for land, hread and treedom, the battle ory of the Soviets, for
triumph of socialism.

For the first time in the history of the Spanish revolution
s has heen raised and defended in the xey
\ against the howrgeois-landlord regime. Ko
the epublic tived and still Byes on the basis of
Soviets, A mew chapter bas commenced in the bislory of the
tariet and of the pessant masses of Spain. Fo-day the
: knows from its own experience that « ply ynder the
flag of fhe Soviets can it conguer. The futyre fights will he
waged wnder this sign, and we shall be vietorious.

Comrades ll, keep 2 stout hernt! Today let us more Thk
ever mgintein feith in victory! Let ws close owr 14 ks fir ;
courageonsly and calmly, collect our torces, gt ;
Let us extend our battalions' uz«lgllw the advance-gyird of
the fight. come into the Communist FParty: Workers, peisonts,
adm:!; gather round our flag and let us mgxch jn G ranks

V

Long live the workers and peasants’ government !
mlmwmmmﬂw#mawﬁw ik
live dhe world revolution and s gonaral atafl
Communist Laternational” :
Long live the Commuuist Party of Spaiv!
COMMUNIST PARTY OF SPAIN.



~ For Unity in Action of Communists
| and Social Democrats
w :mﬂ.‘l‘ OFFER ozrmmn CENTRAL COMMITTEE

' PARTY OF GERMANY TO ALlL
JRATIC GROUPS AND LEADERSHIPS

l mmittee of the Communist Party has repeat-
: %::tp;wmkamd months, addressed
tic workers, functionaries and groups,

the common enemy, Hitler Fascism, This
has met with a big response and warm
‘masses of social-democrats and trade union-
m ‘the whole of the working-class. I_]‘l various
it has been possible, by means of discussions
n the Communist Party, social-democratic
eg, groups and organisational units. to
for putting through definite demands. This
ment was introduced with particular success in
, Berlin, Thuringia and in some towns in the west. The

towards realising the united front taken by the district

ittees of the C.P.G. and the S.P.G. in the Hessen-
' di!tﬁcfrf"ﬂﬁgh issued a joint platform of concrete
1ds, furnishes a model exmﬂflp to the German working-class
to set up the united front in practice,
".C. of the Communist Party of Germany states that, as
dﬁﬁsd{w for unity on the part of the workers, a num-
social-democratic leaders have issued a platform in which
) their readiness to set up the united front for the
of carrying out certain demands of the workers. The
nunigts, who in the Saar district, in France, in Da_nz'lg and
r places have eagerly and successfully seized the initiative
* realising the united front, who, through the Communist In-
mational, approached the Second International with a proposal
‘up the united front in all capitalist countries for support
workers and peasants of Spain, have no more ardent
to realise the united front of struggle on the broadest
he C.C womGefGy' in brotherly unity with th
C.C. of the C.P. of Germany, rotherly unity with the
ers and peasants, also made a united front offer to
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the social-democratic leaders, groups and organisational units and
to those social-democratic leaders who have declared their readi-
ness to set up the united front with the Communists, and pro-
posed to them to initiate solidarity actions for the Spanish clags
comrades and to connect these actions with the increased fight
against the Fascist enemy in their own country, against Hitler
Fascism. In order to expedite the arrival at an understanding re-
garding joint fighting measures, the C.C, selected from its midst
a comrade with full powers who is instrueted to conduet negotia-
tions with the representatives of groups and organisations of the
social-democratic barty who arve ready to realise unity of action,
for the realisation of the following fighting demands —

(1) Joint fighting measures against the Fascist terror, against
the carrying out of death sentences, for the release of Thaelmann,
Mierendorff and all anti-Fascist prisoners.

(2) Joint fighting measures against the Labor Law, Fascist
factory regulations and the displacement of the Youth,

It is, of course, understood that the supporters of unity of
action mutually refrain from irrelevant attacks on each other,
and it is equally a matter of course that a sober discussion of all
differences of opinion regarding the theory and tactics of the
Labor Movement ‘must not he hindered. The C.C, of the O.P.G.
submits its united front offer to the workers of Germany with the
urgent appeal to do everything to secure the victory of unity of
action against the capitalist offensive and the Fascist dictator-
ship.

&>

The Frame-Up Against Thaelmann

The International Release Commitiee continues in the fol-
lowing article the publication, in popular form, of the results
of the juridical examination of those “crimes” which the
Fascists are inventing in order to he able to frame-up a case
against Thaelmann. The article is an appeal to the masses
and the press to support the particularly difficult work of the
lawyers in the release action and for the preparation of the
International Conference of Jurists. The article therefore
deals solely with the legal aspeet of the matter, while {
international tasks of the general release action are set fo
in the brochures written by Henri Barbusse (Internat,
Release Committee), Georgi Dimitrov (World Comm
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agents of Tearvigm; that the Rusgian vevolution has swept away
the anarchists and gocial-vevolutionary assassing, The case of
the Tgarist provocateur Asev will he a warning example to all
Marxists for decades, It is equally well lnown that the Com-
munist International, under the leadership of Btalin, conduets an
energetic openly-proclaimed fight against police spies, provoca-
teurs and terrorists,
What, therefore, was the attiude of Ernst Thaelmann, who is
a disciple of Marx, Lenin and Stalin, to individual terror?
report delivered by him was printed in February, 1932, in a
100,000-edition pamphlet, and reprinted in newspapers with &
total cireulation of 300,000, In this veport, Thaelmann stated:
“There are people who are of the opinion that the Central
Committee mfom&i this decision against individusl terror
solely for tactical reasons, in ordey to secure the legality of
the Party, Comrades, in face of such views, we must make
it perfeetly clear that our decision against individual terror
is meant quite seriously, and that we are not afraid to draw
the organisationsl consequences from it. The Party does
not i:}lerste any social-revolutionary tepdencies in ils

ranks!

“By ruthlessly fighting against acts of individusl terror
and against thoughtless and adventurist putchist fenden.
cies in general in our movement, we at the same time see
to it that the bourgeoisie is not given an easy pretext for
prohibiting the Party. ;

“Lenin taught us quite clearly that we Communists are

to individual terror, mot because of any servile,
cowardly attitude towards the bourgeoisie, but hecause this
attitude of ours corresponds to the rea] interests of the
revolutionary mass fight.,” ;

'. ’s high treason” is proved to be pure demagogy.
The “C.P.G.’s plan of insurrection” has proved to be s patchwork
of wwies. Now a further main pillar of the “case” for the

G the charge of “individusl tervor,” has collapsed. =
We declare quite y and plainly : It is no use your trying
to besmirch Ernst Thaelmapn with your own shame and
grace, It is you who are the individual terrorists! ;
You have fascist murder-detachments in every Brown Sh
Troop, h-_anz.m presidium, in every concentration camp!
%M member of the Reichstag Schutz in ¥ :
into & mass of bleeding pulp which could only be carried aw,

s You flung the member of the Beichstag Fumk out of th
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the whole world, Karl Liebknecht :—

“Gentlemen, if that is treason, if to champion the idea

of peace ig treason, if the proclamation of the international

proletarian class struggle is treason, yes, gentlemen, them

L repeat : It has hecome an honor to be hranded as an inter-
national traitor. (‘Hear, hear,’ from the socialists ; laughter
from the Right.) /

“But do not the judicial authorities realise that it is the b

height of self-mockery by present-day society when werk
for peace against the murder of the people is described as
high treason? Is there equal rights for all? For peace
demonstrations and peace propaganda one is pergecuted
with fire and sword. On the other hand, war propaganda
and incitement to mass murder is regarded as the duty of
every patriotic man.’—Liebknecht’'s Reichstag speech,
March, 1916, :

The murdered Karl Liebknecht rises up as a witness on
behalf of Thaelmann,

To all those who have still any illusions regarding fascist
“administration of justice,” regarding “justice” as Hitler, Goer-
ing and Goebbels understand it, we must say :—

Thaelmann is to be brought before the second senate of the
so-called People’s Court of Justice. What is the composition of
this Court? In addition to reliable S.A. leaders, there sit on the
judges’ bench flight-commanders, majors, captains, and naval
officers—people to whom war is a profession, representatives of
the War Ministry, representatives of the aireraft industry, those
groups of capitalists who make millions of profits out of arma-
ments, who are driving headlong to war. The so-called People’s
Court is a court of militarist® md war contractors. It is in &

‘double sense of the word, a military court against the defenders
‘of peace.

Does the world now realise the great danger threatening
Thaelmann in the shape of the People’s Court? Herr Jorns, the
Public Prosecutor, who acquitted the murderers of Karl Lieb-~
knecht, has been selected by Hitler and Goering to appear for the
Prosecution. A

We, however, must not only protect Ernst Thaelmann against
the Military Court, but wrest him from the clutches of the faseist

betrayers of their country. For if the sentence does not satisfy

the war inciters, Thaelmann will be in danger of being foully
murdered by fascist assassins. .
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Heyald” #’EWﬁ to him—the most likely tip as Premier of the
Labor Government, Mr. Morrizon did not beat ,aj;uut’the hus
He said bluntly :

“The Communist Party is singled out for except;

} i

treatment because it is an exceptional nolitical Party. ;tm ﬁ y

th@ Oﬂiz p@iltm Party that sets out to make trouhle w
* Pﬁﬂ.‘r’; the trade upions and the co-operative

Toms M Libliiﬂie do not do so. The bhasic enemy is the
Communist Party. Here we have the capitalist outlook of the
" Labor Party chieftains clearly outlined. Here we have it cleayly
stated that the purpose of the Southport Conference, in the minds
of the bureaucracy, was 1o copsolidate ¢ capitalist control 1n the
Mbo;' Party, and bring an end to the period of “Lett” talk and

confusion which followed the debacle of 1931,

But, .d.eapme their threats, the reformist chieftains are not
finding their struggle a.g,ami the upited front to he all plain

. Mﬂaa) trade umuu- and trades councils have not yet
ed the splitting cireular from Transport House, yet
W have done s0 10 show that strong resistance is to he
offered to the tactics pursved, as well as fo the capitalist policy ,
that has heep adopled.

Twe pational trade wwions—the Wational Union of

angd Allied Workers and the National Amalgamated
F Trades Asspciation—heve flatly refused to he hoow- £
heaten a8 to whom they shall choose 1o hold office in the union
and o represent it on outside bodles.

mm from the Fuy mahmg Trades was pavticulanly defin-

Allex. Gossip, the general secretary. and a fine old fighter,
m to the General Council Ghat

00 o acconnt whatever are we mepm&:d 10 discriminate

i dhe manner suggested. It is 2 matter dor owr branches 8

iﬁmm ma'mu!w member or members who, in thelr 8

fhey consider best suiled 1o fill any pavticwlar

' official post iu the union, o as 2 delegate 1o trades councls, 5
wte”

of dhe most dmportant trades conng ils in the cowntay

thave amilar decisions, as have many trade wson hranches.

WW@M& leading Labonites, who previously collgboe-

in wnited front work. have held back since t:wthw&im '

mwmw,,n,wﬁ nasty xebwfl for the pundits dhat ;'

awellknown figuzes as the Hanl of Listowel and Filien & o
shoyld have gone on 2 mission to Spain on behalf of the €
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The British Labor Party looks forward to once more becoming
the governing party—a prosp + which many of the most loyal
of their supporters view with gr anxiety, not to say perturba-
tion. :

g 1

With their eyes on the Government benches, the “sta-esmen”
of the Labor Party are anxious to remove any lingering doubts
that may exist among the less intelligent member f the bour-
peoisie as to their fitness for, and relial ility in, hi;

! This is their chief reason for the driv
nists and all who show themselves as organised m
hope 1 still the voice of militant working-c
prganizations associated with the Labor Party.

But inside the Labor Party that voice will sti.
ust not be forgotten that one-third of the cor 1€17]
rties represented at the Southport Conference cast their vote
one way or another for united front activity, and that
overwhelmng majority vote was largely ¢ E e blocks
he officials of the big unjons who dominated ference.
even more than in the Labor Party, the voice of the militants
11l be heard in the tr ic i on the irades councils,
in the factories and at the labor exchanes calling for united
action against war, against fascism, ag . wage-cuts, against
the Sedition Act, against slave camps fr the unem? . against
capitalisr
Insidd®and outside the Labor Party and {he trade uzions the
Nﬁght must go on. Despite the bludge i » bans and the

arohibitions of the reformist leadership, ses
‘are being won, but still on too small a scale.
" The Thirteenth Congress of the C.P.G.B. will do much to clear
the issues. Already active workers all over the country are
§ ouring in their views to the Part gan. From the Jongress
i1l emerge a clear and concrete programme of action, an essen-
tial to the fulfilment of which will be the building of a broad
mass united fighting front des all the obstacles put in its way
by the open enemies of the working class and their agents in the
workers’ ranks, the reformist leaders of the Labor Pa
Trade Union Congress.
To this task all efforts must be beni, for in its spccessful
achievement,lies the key to success in the struggle aga'nst war,
“{he struggie against fascism, against W cuts ani all the evils
of capitalism, the gtruggle for the establishment of & free Soviet
Dritain. ‘




Printed at 15 Dixon St., Sydney, by R. W. Gray,
clerk, and F. N. Wiggin, steelworker, of 17 Annan-
dale St., Annandale, for the publisher, H. Devan-
ny, 162 MacElhone St., Sydney.



