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By R. DIXON

“The Italy of Garibaldi’s time decisively changes before
our very eves into an IHaly of a crude and repulsively
reactionary and rapacious bourgeoisie, whose mouth
waters in the expectation of a share in the plunder to
which it is adrnit!pd 4

These words were penned by Lenin shortly following Italy
entry into the war on the side of the Anglo-French alliance.
The plunder which Italian imperialism received following the
defeat of the Central Powers did not come up to expectations.
The bourgeoisie wzs not satisfied, for it dreamed of colonies,
rich in raw materis which would bring great wealth and
power to Italy.

Then came Fascism. Musgsolini, combin himgzelf all
that is “erude, repuisive, reactionary and rapacious” in Italian
Imperialism, planned for a war of plunder and annexation. It
was first of all neceszary, however, to deal w the activity of
the workers and peasants at home, who were
the intolerable éonditions of their ex 1

; most terrible form was let loose, but even this could not
ress the movement of the masses
aly has been described “pauper Imperialism,” due te

¢ against

terror

th verty-stricken state of the workers It is
a remarkable fact that just on 10,000,000 eni-
erated to all parts of the world in order dire

'y I8 A
hich re-
matters
nk of a revos

wmd misery of Italy. The condition
of highly inflasnmmable revolutic
reatedly flares up. The world g did not
Jtalian capitalism was hovering on the br

futionary erisis. It was this whole ~:i”!-'r'n'|f-' which L'W"'mﬁff"d
Mussolini to declare that Italy must either nd or burst.
and an 1=

F’n ssed on by the threat of rr-nll-flﬁn at he
iy desire for colonies, Italian Faacism s .-1;-.::-.I::1£-rat@ly
¢ a atep in the dark. It is preparing for the waging of a

oy
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~ criminal war to dismember, annex T
crimi ; X, and enslave rssini
last Emdepem_iel_lt State on the great African C(ﬁ]iﬁl}::\n'im”m
o very eriminal can ﬁqd some argument or other (o “
- lils rascality. Mussolini is by no means lackine in .
He 'declares that the war which wiil Enflt \mgAm e
" J I8 5 : 2lave 788ini
gf; gtgii;ifor LIl:e- liberation of slaves,” and vf%n' tl}Jf\Lb.‘k"](i:M"\ :
- a. It is a pity th: bitd v |
by this Fascist mons?;rgsit};‘.it e s con be s
There are none who would
. - - “’
n ‘!};I:li Ilgsrigon of the slaves in Ethiopia than we revolutiona:
’ter bitg o.l:htlar hand, lhcrg are none who will ﬂy;hl'
magmt = ‘e.meas and d_etermlnatirm against the imposing
L‘MCiStollfa];)rl utal _ar%d widespread imperialist ql*werlv : \I‘-I
5 ly aims at. Mussolini's sudden l.'edilka—(' i o
.Eitsl‘:ﬂti]sj r:nlalffuiff} ](;;03}:)60 more hypocriticgl u-hzcnmﬁﬁeh;:»m[\;j-
5 aly 40,000,000 workers and peas .
ensl;vtc;d by the Fascist-Imperialist regirrll(le s
~ Public opinion right throughout th o i
; ‘tll(;n of rllizrrow Fascist circiesg it B
plans. aly itself is the v.ce;le of strik
1 S : : g es and d 8 ions
?i%;:in%a:;is? So w:};ipspread is the movement tehr;f n:iiﬁtlgﬁz
censorships have been unable t y |
B i o 2 le to prevent the truth
) gh. Defeat in Africa would b
phic for [talian capitalism. It would il o
. al1ism. act as a 'S
f:ilg:ggr a?' fan }1;}_1eh existing flames of discontentgilt?tr:)t a? e;rllti\::
¢ ion which would lead, almost inevitably, to revolu-
tion. Mussolini fully realises this, and is taking 1?12(3 12102??-1?-
i‘ﬁﬂchmg steps f_or conc}ucting the military operations, z.inri'::‘
Pe same Elm‘e b seelgmg the support of European capit:m t
l-?wers, principally Britain and France. It is with this lait;
t aii t:f are n::_unly concerned at the moment. ¥
taly’s action im Africa has once again thrown into the
‘iniz:{:mg pot 't.hat complex of European antagonisms and {:rr:‘rmjnll-
. IO;)IS_ which time and again has brought the world to th:
i:;‘y rink of war. The issues involved in Abyssinia are worl
issues of the most vital and pressing kind.
_the moment _the: League of Nations is in the centre o©
e m;ll. Al_)ypsm:a_ is a member of the League, and so
y. yssnllm has issued an uvltimatum to the effect that th
League elti'aer endorses his robber plans for annexing Abvssin
r Italy will leave the League. For either to happen wou
League.
To close observers such an event was not entirely une:

elcome with greater enthy i

excep-

is opposed to Mussolini’s robber

e e - S
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pected. As a matter of fact the ignominious collapse and death
of the League of Nations was assured from the start, It was
Luilt upon the shifting sands of the Versailles gystem-—upon
the system of imperialist relationship established following the
defeat and dismemberment of the Central Powers, Its purpose
was maintenance of the status quo—of that division of the
world, frontiers and conditions as determined by the treaties
of Versailles and Trianon.

Of all the imperialist powers, Britain and France are the
ones most interested in maintaining the status quo. The reason
for this is obvious. Britain holds in subjection the greatest
colonial areas in the world, whilst France comes gecond, Any
vedivision of the world, or upsetting of the status quo, directly
menaces these two countries. Hence they have become the
main pillars of support of the League of Nations.

Imperialism, however, raises of necessity the redivision of
the world, and if Britain and France are, for the moment,
satisfied with the present division, it does not foliow that Japan,
Germany and Italy are. The strengthening of monopoly capi-
talism in these countries has increased their hunger for colonies,
for a “place in the sun.” Their interests conflict more and more
with the existing division of the world. They aim at a redi-
vision,gand to an increasing extent seek to destwoy the status
ot

Under the stress of these contradictions the foundation of
the League of Nations is rapidly crumbling.

Those Powers dissatisfied with the status guo have either
withdrawn or threaten to. Japan gave the lead in this con-
nection. At the beginning of 1931 it brutally attacked China
and proceeded to dismember and colonigse it. Both China and
Japan were members of the League. Under extreme pressure
from the United States (a non-member whoge imperialist
interests in China were menaced by Japan) the Lesagyv‘made
a pretence at action, and appointed the Lytton commizsion to
investigate the situation in Manchuria. Japan immediately
announced 1ts withdrawal from the League. This was the first
marked outward sign of the disintegration developing within
the League.

Germany was soon to follow. The Versailles peace left
Germany in a peculiar ‘vondition. There we witnessed the
gupreme contradiction of a highly developed irppurnalm@ country
hereft of colonies and disarmed. Only the simple minded beé-
Jieved that this state of affairs could endure. It provided con-

o
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ditions for the rise of Fascism in Germany. Hitler came
ward as the champion of the cause ap;u.i.n:-\t, H'u' \l'r-r'w
system. He was to be the one who would smash {he wh'clw:
I_.'n_ldmg and throttling Germany. With :lumug‘ugy‘um; eha.
inism unparalleled he won the support of the m-éul m‘uw-’ :
the pctl_\'—_'lmurgenisiu and seized power. But Wh;li i‘;l;;l;l
di;‘-al'med Germany do to regain its colonieg in a world brigtli
with bayonets? The secret arming of Germany vurnm(-nw-;
Then, when this would not meet the needs of Fascism I-'IHI;-
1(;}1;113' proclaimed his intention of arming G o teet!
This could only be done in defiance of the treaty of
end the League of Nations. Germany withdrew,
shook the League of Nations to its very foundations.

It was following Germany’s defection from the League th:
the Soviet Union joined. The reasons for this decigion 2!
worthy of examination.

3 Th_e Soviet Union did not participate in the robber peac
Versailles, nor has it ever supported it. Tts attitude has alwa:
been one of resolute opposition. When the League of Natio
was [qrmed, it recognised the frontiers and possessions of L
Jmperialist Powers in the capitalist world. If the Imperiali
Powers, and particularly Britain and France, did nol desi

Vergaill
Its actio

s redivision of the newly established boundaries arising fron
the defeat and dismemberment of the Central Powers, the;

were not opposed to the division of Soviet Russia. Here wi

a vast country suddenly torn from the grip of imperialism, a

whose very existence was a menace to capitaliem. The Leay

of Nations was used as a weapon for organising the anti-=o

front qnd preparing for intervention,

'I‘h_ls situation changed with extraordinary  sudd:

following Japan’s bandit war in China and withdrawal |

sague, but more particularly with the demand for the

¢y of Germany. If realised, this latter will make G

 gtrongest imperialist power on the Continent of [

end only in the catastrophe of war—imperialisi

e the world. The rearming of Germany i a mi

e to its traditional enemy—Irance. It ig an imme

the Boviet Union. In face of the danger 1

found it necessary to change its policy in rel:
Union. This decision was greatly influcncc

esg of the policy for the industriali=:
the collectivisation of agriculturc.

e economic situation of the country

JAugust, 1035
congiderably
prestige.

])ltll,l.’(-! KIU
againsl war.

Britain, france and [Laly in almost unchallenged
and France are

yermany to the teeth
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ity defensive capacity and increased its political
All of these factors, combined with the congistent
licy of the Soviet Union, served to make it a great force

and Germany from the
freely their war plang lett
«ontrol, Britain
not,

The withdrawal of hoth Japan
League in order to develop maore

for the moment at leagt, are
degirous of disturbing the ptatus quo, They are more interested
in peace than war, Thus, whilst the defection of Japan and
Germany threatened to destroy the League of Nations, it meant
also a relative st vengthening of the peace tendencies within the
League. The 17.8.8.R. recognised this, It saw that the League
was becoming a factor in the cause of peace. Hence the Boviet
Government announced its decigion to join the League, having
in view the drawing together and strengthening of the ten-
dencies making for peace. When heing admitted to the [eague,
Litvinoff declared that the Soviet Union accepted no yespon-
sibility for the past actions and decisions of the League nor
wag it supporting the degrading peace of Versailles, Whilst
stating the resolute opposition of the U,8.8.R. to the Versailles
peace, Litvinof!, however, made it quite clear that the Boviet
Union was still more opposed to Hitler and others of his itk
transforming the world into a hloody shambles in order that
they may dictate a new Versailles,
The entry of the U.88.R. into the .
strengthen it as an instrument of peace, Now, however, it 18
faced with the gravest crigis of its existence—it must decide
whether or not it will oppose Fascist [taly’s hrutal annexation
and enslavement of Abyssinia,
The League council meeting, which is to decide the issue,
& scheduled for July 29, At the moment of writing everything
points to it giving Italy a free hand, The London r-ut'r:z;‘spumivnt
for the “Sydney Morning Herald” declared that all efforts are
now being divected “to establish a bridge hetween the aims oF
Jtaly and the work of the League’ (“8.MH,,” July 16). As @
matter of fact, 80 confident has Musgolini hecome of European
support that he declares [taly will attend the League councl_{
in order to demand Abyssinia’s Hexpulsion from the League.
Sipister moves are afloat to relieve Italy of even this respons
gibility. The leading article in the o MH,” of July 17, cynically
comments, “the proposal now is that not Italy, put some other
Power, should move the League to declare that Abyssinia 18

forces which,

League served to
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unable to discharge its ‘obligations,’ and that thereupon 1
should be devised for placing Abyssinia under mand.:
-Itazlsf._ Italy presumably being instructed to see that slav.
2 aba_l_:ahed.” It is a travesty on “civilisation” that motives

‘actions so cnmmgl and clothed in such nauseating hvprﬁu
can find support in such a body as the League of Nafion
supposed to be. Yet such is the case.

Both France and Britain are supporting Italy. F e Wi
to do nothing to offend Mussolini. I% is yconcziggi ;
strengthening the European front against Hitler. When pres:
as to the_ F_‘reneh attitude towards Italy’s threatened violati
2{ _Ab}'sgl-nm, Laval replied that the French Government [
“something should be done,” but then, as if fearful at hiz ov
extravagance, hastened to add that he had, however. “no pr
posals to make.” This attitude seems to indicate that ih

ment entered i_nto eariier between France and Ttaly agaiﬁ
~ Germa B}fa-alsn ‘pmvuied for Mussolini to have a free hand 1

 In the initial stages of Mussolini’s campaign the attitude
- the British press tended to give the impression that the Briti%
& mven_m_lent was sincerely alarmed at the threat to anmex
Abyssinia. Such, however, was not the case. If th
sympathised with Abyssinia and talked of the applies
- League sanctions, it was only for the purpose of drivin,
bargain with Italy regarding British interests i
trol of Abyssinia is bound up with control of ¢
waters of which are vital to the British
and Egypt. At the same time control of
supply must seriously effect British pol
Suez Canal area. Thus, Abyssinia is ae
East. ;
Over a long period Britain has 2
agreement from the Abyssinian Empe
control of Lake Tana, thus enabling it tc
Elue Nile waters. Although unsuccess
Leen able to bring sufficient pre

‘Strategical

enforce an
uld give it
e outflow of
Britain has

any other country from obtaining A prevfn:j
- would appear that at last it was o%m NOh\:, v
~ever, is not so, In commenting N
- waters by Italian annexation,

the Blue Nil

- leading article declared, *
~ bably take active steps,

to the near

August, 1935 COMMUNIST REVIEW

Page T

Allessandro Lessona, Italian Under-Secretary for the Colonies,
who, in outlining Mussolini’s policy, declared: “Italy fully in-
tends to safeguard British rights in Abyssinia” (“Truth,”
Sydney, July 14). After this there should be no douhbt that
the British-Italo agreement of 1925 provided for recognition of
British interests in the Lake Tana region. This, also, explaing
why the British Government has taken no decisive steps in
connection with the near Eastern situation.

There are, however, dangers which the British Government
recognizes and is seeking to avoid. From experience it knows
that agreements and secret treaties can prove to be mere “seraps
of paper” where military annexation is concerned, and when
imperialist interests are involved. An Abyssinia annexed and
dominated over by Italy is a danger to Britain, agreement or
no agreement. In view of this and faced with a situation where
Italy’s territorial ambitions can no longer be suppressed, British
policy is cunmingly devised to try and satisfy Italy’s demand
by “peaceful” means. Not military annexation, but a League
of Nations mandate, for Italy to control and “civilise” Abyssinia
__this is the direction in which British policy tends. The
advantage to Britain in such a policy rests in this: that under
a League mandate Italian control of Abyssinia would be subjeet
to a much greater extent to International influence; further,
that British interests would receive League recognition, and this
supplementing the Italo-British agreement of 1925 would
strengthen enormously British claims in the Lake Tana area.

In pursuit of this policy the British Government made its
proposal to Mussolini to the effect that it would cede to Abys-
sinia the part of Zelia, together with a corridor of territory
approximately 50 miles long, in British Somaliland, in return
for which Italy was to obtain territory and further concessions
and privileges in Abyssinia. This was done (we are told) in
order to “facilitate a peaceful settlement to the ItalrJ-Abyimml_an
dispute” (“S.M.H.” July 6). Translated into correct English
this phrase “peaceful settlement” means to hand Abyssinia over
hound and gagged for Mussolini to enslave.

The Britigh proposal did not meet with the approval of the
Ttalian dictator and was rejected. Then Sir Samuel Hoare,
British Foreign Secretary, in order to allay Italian suspicions,
declared that the British Government had not considered and
had no intention of taking action against Italy nor of proposing
to the League of Nations the application of economic sanctions
in the event of aggression in Abyssinia. Further, that Britain

A =
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—
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if the League became too feeble and so futile ag to have
no real influence upon the course of events, the old system q
of alances—that is the reverse of eollective securily |
must necessarily reappear with all its ancient disquiets
and intrigues.”

The implicetion that the "old syztem of alliances” fell into
decay with the development of the League is incorrect, Milk
tary alliances and secret tresties are sn integral part of capl
talist diplomacy, and will continue to exis! as long as capitalism
does, However, one thing is clear, that with the demise of the
League the “old system of alliances” will come mueh more 10
the fore, greater uncerisinly will prevail, and the danger of
war will increase.

The whole sifuation is fraught with the gravest danger. 1
is the more serious when seen togel her with the appalling si-
ation in Buvrope, where things are rapidly going from bad to

. That monster of veaction, imrigue and corraption, the Houee
of Hapsburg, has been invited back to Austris with a view 19
: the throne, Greece is withwssing s similer Drocess,
m are seething with discontent and anlagonisms,
Meanwhile, Britain, supporting Germany 1o the limit, has un-
the maddest armaments race of gl history.

soemingly on the verge of wllapse, wnd
o it imphes pull and void, with the Plresa
front already a thing of the past, and Frapco-British redations
strained, the Praneo-Boviet pat of mutual sesistance against
2y reREIon slands oul more prominently than eyer—=a mighty
ehzllenge to those who would phunge the world mle the whyss
of war, a firm sheet anchor for the caune of pesce, /

All the aposthes of war 2r¢ mobilised, and in this asseult o8
mﬁbﬂl attack fiest and foremost the FranooBovid

4

1

: $itler Germany, and Fronch Vascls e
2l) rearming 10 Bisnit in order 1o upset and destroy the paete
On the other hand the army of ki againet war and for TROS

und the :
caune of peace wapitabist world is rapidly growing.
i Mgt ’.i-‘ﬁ:-?':t imsuticient mobilisgtion Jg &um _
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The Soviet proletariat wrecked these dreams. The Anglo-
Jrench bourgeoisie, who, in the words of Churchill, mobilised
14 nations against the Soviet republic, were foreed to admit that
their plang had collapsed, and Great Britain was the first of the
victorious countries to begin diplomatic negotiations: with the
U.S.8.R. It was followed by other countries. But they were all
convineed that the recognition of the Soviet Government and the
establishment of diplomatic relations with it were only a brief
truce, Some of them calenlated on our internal deterioration,
the return of the bourgeoigie 1o power; others hoped that a
united front would he formed, directed against the USSR,
and that a new intervention would take place which would be
victorious this time.  But this also failed to materialize,

The Soviet Union hecame a great world power. The pro-
letariat of the U.S.8.R. was not only able to destroy the bour-
geoisie and landlords and liguidate the kulaks as a clags but with
their own forces they created a huge industry, mechanised agri-
culture, built the foundations of Socialism., This process created
the conditions for supplying the Red Army with all the modern
technical equipment.

The chief means by which the capitalists attempted to erush
Soviet Russia at the time when it was still chiefly an agrarian
country—the blockade—are useless at the present day. We
produce everything that we need to defend our country. Any
hopes that discord would arise between the working class and
the peasantry have also proved to be vain. The alliance hetween
the proletariat and the peasants is a hundred times stronger
than it was. All the more far-sighted among the international
hourgeoisie what a tremendous force the HQoviet
I nion represents.

This understanding of the growing strength of the USS.K,
and the enormous difficulty of waging war against it handica
the attempts to form a gingle bloc directed against the existence

of the State. The deepening of the contradictions in \
the ¥ operate in the same direction. The plans '
of Japanese | to form a great Asiatic empire are
directed not the U.S.8.R. but also against the

terests of capitalist countries in Asia, The efforts

German Faseism to secure the revising of the results of
World War have caused the most profound uneasiness among |
capitalist countries which emerged vietoriots from the war,
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i
to take all measures to guarantee peace, In proposing to conclude g
the Eastern European regional pact the Soviet Union proved that
it was prepared to act in common with other powers against
those who violated peace,

This made it pogsible for the Soviet Union to come into closer
contact with a numhber of capitalist countries which at present
are afraid of a new war, Of course there are considerable and
influential circles amongst the bourgeoisie in these countries that
would not be averse to making an attempt to direet their military
plans against the U.8,8.R,

But the world crisis has so greatly loosened the soil in all
capitalist countries, hag so far intensified all contradietions, that
a war hreaking out in one place would inevitably develop into a
general melee, But in addition to this, in view of the growing
might of the Boviet Union, the question arose as to whether the
countries that are seeking to divide up the world afresh will not
try to satisfy their interests by a struggle against countries less
powerful than the U.8.5.R. Thus the tendency arose to seek for
protection and for support in case of war, in the Soviet Union,

In France the tendency to draw nearer to the U.S8.5.R. came
{0 the top, Among the countries of the Little Entente and the
Balkan Entente, which might be the first victims of German
aggression, this tendency to seek support in the USSR, has
become the ruling tendency.

In this question the Soviet Union has taken up a perfectly
clear and definite position. The USSR, cannol and will ot =
take part in imperialist alliances, i.e., alliances which aim at the
annexation and enslavement of other countries, The Soviet
Union, basing itself upon the teachings of Marx, Lenin, and
Stalin, derives its poliey from the principle of the solidarity of
the toilers of the whole world.  The 8oviet Union has not
enslaved other mations, and does not take any part in their =8
enslavement.

The U.8.8.R. has not only always recognised relations with
capitalist eountries but even compaels with them such &s ae
divected towards the strengthening of peace and the weakening
of the forees of those imperialist powers which are a danger o]
peace al & given moment. 1t was this position which formed
the ground on which arose the rapprochement between the
U.S8.R. and France, The Soviet Union s prepared to make an
agreement for mutual aid with any country. s




COMMUNIST BEVIEW f

. ‘.wmmy for mutual i
ey -y imperialist military allisn...
press iries (o represent it, is pure decepiion
wwripd b A e B b, o1

E-RY war which Gerra
openly inscribed on its banners, P

1o M".{' or divic
with the German |-
IW the M W of the existence

peasanis’ Government, It is based on o0
sternstional and our respect for the
greal German nation

 While eonciuding the mutuzal ajd treaty, the Soviel
: forget for a moment that {he strength of the wor.
lective loiling peasants and intellectuals -
untry is the only guaraptee of our independence, an
 tollers of the USB.R. are able with their own forces 1o |
0&8 ws;wgrt matryof. ﬁg the country is attz v
3 international prolets
oolonial peasants, and 21 honest people of the -sfforld.

Hhﬁvﬁtﬂnﬁmhp@ﬁhmﬂﬁsfr%&lk '
treaties whatever providing for mutus) zid, were m’;véﬁn
iwmm@ﬁJWch'
an enemy invasion, then all diplomatic com
would be harmful for the Soviet Union, o T
sirenyih of

preparations i

0

il ™
Tl e — -,---.—'-_nmu-r'\::,u s o
e —

Avugust, 1936 COMMUNIST BEVIEW Page 15
The first danger never menseed uys af any time
guaranteed against the second by
Lenin edueated our Party,
is Btalin
Without abandoning ouy principles
the conptrary firmly remembering ths
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moment, bt
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il
Lenin spoken

in the p‘al_(--hlj!' :-lg:ih;ri the “Lett Commupists that tha Fepre
seplatives of the proletariat who have overthrown 1the
exploiters and broken sll the seeret plundering tresties, haye

the duty, if they are threstened by one group of capitalist
couniries, 10 make a bargain with snother group for the
strengthening of pesce, for defence against the aggressor, the

Soviet Uplon has concluded a treaty for mutusl aid snd will

carry it out hopestly and firmly.
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Defeat of "Our’ Government in
Imperialist War

By N. LENIN

A revolutionary class in a reactionary war eannoi bu!
the defeat of its Government.”

This is an axiom. It is disputed only by the cor

or the helpless satellites of the socialchauvi:
To the former, for instance, belongs Semkovsky ' from
Organisation Committee (No. 2 of his “Izvestia™) ; to the Ju:
belong Trotsky and Bukvoyed ; in Germany, Kw?yky, To wi
Russiz defeat, Trotsky says, is arld‘ wzlhﬂ;f;xr and ummiﬁab»
) $0¢i
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Semkovsky (an opportunist more useful to ihe
than others, thanks to his naively frank repetit of hirgenis
wigdom) openly blurted out the following: '""That is senselass,
hecause either Germany or Russia must win™ (“lwvestin Ne,

2).
Take the example of the

working class

(181

Commune, Geriugny Odefesied

France, but Bismarck and Thisrs defeated the workers! I
Bukvoyed and Trotsky had dotie some thinking, they wonld
have realised thatl their point of view is that of g war of 1he
Governments and the Wmf&m; ie., thet they pay homage
te the “political methodology of socialpatriotism,” fto s
Trotsky's affecied languags

tevolution in war time is eivil war, Transtormation of was
demm h Governments info civil war is, o the vile hand, tasili
tated by military fmvran (“ th!m“ )y of the Governments;
on the other hand, it is e fo strive in praciivs bn\rmﬁ..
stieh 2 -‘:‘m;ta'f.tfrrf,a;f_..z-rsu without st the swme time Working
towards military defeat,

The “dogan” of defest is so vehemently repudizied Wy the
chauvinists (inckiding the Orgamissiion Conpnilies, ,fwmmg
the Chkheidze fraction) for the very remsvn Thai this sogen
dlone rnesns @ conistent MW L7 r\r"rﬁ-a“ﬂ\"r"« Y i- i ﬁ‘l’m#‘“

one’s own Goverpment in war time, Withodt el Ation,
swillions of the meost rvevolutionary phirases =f,!4'4;‘--;'.*')ﬂ,4( W

against war and conditions, eie,” @re Bl worlh & peRRy

He wihe wishes eammestly fo dispute fe
for the defent of one's o Goversment jw e

logan” colling
‘,.‘f_ o figilia

woulé huve to prove ome of thirse things’ (i)
war f 19141915 i med sescetionay ;| o -4,. el 4 s
B conneriion Witk i s mpessile, o (2) Tt Wil ik
Mednal sid of the peyolionery sovapend jo 2l e \

Thae i resooy s B
At

et ey s g ile.
ot for Bawsia, Seveiee

fanis & e g 0
i G gl

"&W Forisl Damuiails had do be (e "-"” My “'&’m

b flbwwry and dhe graciion of T deled " ogan
e et s W'W by o e T T "‘“'t . - i
of fhe Bassiow seviaileweondi Labo "m

wxanple W e fatonudiona f
saitiion fed of meadl peswilviionae)y Jrsig
sty Geopmmtriantd Tk
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we:}kgned the military power of Russia and aided i
This is a fact. It is not clever to hide from it.

The opponents of the defeat slogan are simply al
{themselves when they do not wish to realise the most
fact of the i_nseparable connection between revolutionai
ﬁagan%d‘a against the Government and actions leading

efeat.

[ e o ;_)ossible to have co-ordination and mutual aid b
the Russian movement, which is revolutionary in the bou
democratic sense of the word, and the Socialist movenn
the west? This has not been doubted by any one ol
Socialist who, in the last decade, expressed themselves pul
and the movement of the Austrian proletariat after O
17, 1905, proved such a possibility by the facts of real lili

Ask any Social-Democrat who calls himself internation:
‘whe:ther or not he approves of an understanding between
._Socml-l_)emocrats of the various helligerent countries conce
ing united revolutionary actions against all belligerent Gove!
ments. Many will answer, as did Kautsky (“Neue Zeit,” Octol
2, 1914) that this is impossible, and therewith they will mo
clearly manifest their social-chauvinism. For this is, on ti
one hand, a notorious, flagrant untruth, a slap in the face
commonly known facts and of the Basle Ma to; on the oth
hand, if it were true, the opportunists would quite right
many respecis! ; ‘

Many will answer that they sympathise
standing. To which we will say: If
hypocritical, it is ridiculous to think that,
war, formal understandings are require
or representatives, arrangement of a
agreement, appointment of a day or ar
are capable of thinking that. An
revolutionary actions within even
speak of a number of countries, can I
of the example of earnest revolutic
launched, by their development.
launch them without wishing ¢
without contributing to such
‘imperialist war to civil war canr

~ to “make” a revolution—it
glivame phenomena, phases, ti
- of the imperialist war. Su

such an und

concerni
, not

i8equen
withoul

Ll .
IIERIIET e —
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series of military reverses and defeats of those Governments
which received blows from their own oppressed classes.

To repudiate the defeat slogan means to reduce one’s revo-
lutionary actions to an empty phrage or gheer hypocrisy.

What substitute ig proposed for the defeat slogan? It is the
slogan of ‘“neither victory nér defeat” (Semkovsky, in the
“Tgvestia,” No, 2, also the entire Organigation Committee in
No. 1). This, however, is nothing but another version of the
“defence of the Fatherland” slogan. This ig putting the question
on the level of war between Governments (which, accordingly,
must remain in their own place, “retain their positions”) and
not on the level of struggle of the oppressed classes against
their Governments!: This is a justification of the chauvinism
of all imperialist nations whose bourgeoisie is always ready to
say—and does say to the people—that it is only fighting
“apainst defeat.” “The meaning of our vote of August 4 (was)
not for the war but against defeat,” writes the leader of the
opportunists, B. David, in his book. The Organisation Com-
mittee as well as Bukvoyed and Trotsky put themselves
entirely on the same ground with David when they defend the
slogan “neither victory nor defeat!”

Upon closer examination, this slogan means “civil peace,”
renunciation of class struggle on the part of the oppressed
classes in all belligerent countries, since class struggle is
impossible without dealing blows to “one’s own’' bourgeoisie
and “one’s own” Government, and to deal a blow to one’s own
Government in war time means (Bukvoyed, take notice!) high
treason, it means helping to defeat one’s own country.

Whoever accepts the “neither victory nor defeat” slogan
can only hypocritically be in favor of the class struggle, of
“hreaking civil peace”; such a one must in practice renounce
an independent proletarian policy, because he puts hefore the pro-
letariat of all the belligerent countries the absolutely hourgeois
task of guarding their imperialist Governments agal‘nsét defeafi;
“The only policy of a real, not verbal, breaking of “c_1v1§ peace,
of accepting the class struggle, is for the proletariat to take
advantage of the difficulties of the Government z.md its bour-
geoisie with the aim of overthrowing them. This, 'hc_»wever.
cannot be achieved, it cannot be striven at, without wishing the
defeat of one’s own Government, without contributing to such
a defeat. ; >

When, before the war, the Italian Social-Democrats raised

|
(
|
|

=
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the question of a mass strike, the bourgeoisic rephe
doubtedly correctly from its standpoint, that thig would 1
treason, and that they would be dealt with ag traitors, 'Ih
true, and it is algo true that fraternisation in the trench:
high treason, Whover wriles against “high treason’ as

standpoint. i
A proletarian cannot deal his ( sovernment 4 class blow

letarian of the “foreign” country i8 at war with
without committing “high tresson™ without contributing

power.

slogan is a conscious or unconscious ehauvinist, at
hourgeois pacifist, at all events - of

a partisan of the existing
glasses.

revolutionary tactics are
What are the main e
Horror and despair, Hence
more the churches are full,
there are sufferings, there

cannot reach out (in practice) s hand to his brother, the ‘
i take revolutiohary tactics,

Yhe defeat, the dismemberment of “his” imperialist “greo

Whoever is in favor of the “neither vietory nor defes " prevailing horrors, miseries, debasements,

bt 4 pel

Let us look at the g angle, The -
cannot but call forth 2 most  #lors
feelings which destroy g of 1
peychology. Without adj ay feelis
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Those who stand for the “neither vietory nov defeal’” slogan
are in fact on the side of the bourgesisie and the opportunists,
sinee they “do not helisve” in the possibility of internationsl
revolutionary actions of the working elass pgainst g CGovern

‘ # , I ¥ droments, and since they do not wish 1o help the development of
Bukvoyed, or against the disruption of Russia,” a8 do such setions, this, though undoubtedly difficuls, being the only
Bemkovsky, proceeds from a bourgeois, not from a proletavds Hocialist task worthy of s proletarian

It is the jri'-“’.ﬂl‘ii—“ (7 4

fH(_f _Ltp-b,'ﬂ eaihtries,

most backward of the belligerent

that,

cspecially in the face of the shametul trenson of the Germsn

and French Bocial-Demoerats, mugt, through its Party, under
Hich tactics are ahsoliitely impos
sible without “econtributing to the defeat” of the Governtnent |
they slone, however, lead to a Buropean revolution, to the per
manent peace of Boclalism, to freedom for humanity from the

relapses  inte

hestinlity,
="Eotsial-Demokrat,” Mo, 43, July 26, 1915




bl s e i

R

——

—

COMMUNIST REVIEW

y
August, 19356 COMMUNIST REVIEW :

Augusl

AUSTRALIA'S ANTI-MILITARIC
TRADITION

Part |.—The Fight Against Compulsory Training

Page 22

Page 23

Before the Bills were passed there was a veritable avalanche
of propaganda throughout the whole of the caprialist press
preparing the mind of the people for the coming of congeription,

The Socialists were alive to the coming of compulsory
training and carried on propaganda against it long before it
began.

The Socialist Federation of Australia arranged anti-mili-
By J. N. RAWLING tarist demonstrations at Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney for
Sunday, November 26, 1910, at which the following resolution
In 1909, Deakin's Defence Act made Compulsory Milita, Wa# pasged :—
Training the law in Australia. Already, however, in July of 1
previous year, the Inter-State Labor Party Conference i
made Compulsory Military Training a plank in the Labor Pan
platform. From November, 1908, to May, 1909, the fir<t I/ |
Labor Ministry was in office, but not in power, and no atic,

“This meeting declares itself uncompromigingly hostile
to all forms of militarism, recognising that whilst the
present clags State exists the armed forces will be used
to buttress up capitalism and hold down the workers, The
IFederation further recognises that all the energies of the

was made to pass a Compulsory Service Bbhe i working class can be most profitably utilised in building
Government was defeated in Par it W B two op) up their political and industrial organisations, which shall (
sition Parties coalesced. During f 7 lee of the t_inall_y r<;nd¢:r war ir}}[m.‘i;s‘lhit‘, :'mul which organigations by % ’
sulting Fusion Government 2 1910) lntf.-rna.tm_nal ui‘I‘]Il-fn.lun and alliances I):f!.w:e:fn_ the working
above-mentioned Compulsory ad, with Cl:‘.l.tiﬁ‘.fﬂ of all IN:tl.lnrm are at pregent the chief guarantee % ]
whole-heurted support of - Party. of the peace of the world.” | i P
remarkable circumstance ralian cef: In Januaryy 1911, the registering of the victims of the

policy,” says Scott, in his

! ia” (p. 22

- “was that, although the { ; ]

- bitterly at enmity, they all it t e ti

converts to the principle o

all became eager supporters

lian Navy.” :
In April, 1910, the first

office, and ran its full term.

1909 upon the advice of

- Australia in 1909, upon tk

 ages of twelve and twenty-
~ undergo military training.
~ Junior Cadets. Thence
- the age of 18, when they j
- remained until they were 2 i
the “Empizh” had begun to -
train them for war hefore §i

.

Defence Act began, and in the following month the Socialist i

Federation of Australia issued “An Open Letter to the Conseript
Joys of Australia,” which wag published in the “International
Socialist” for February 11, 1911, During the previous week,
Pearce, Minister for Defence, had issued, through the columns
of the capitalist press, an appeal to “every lad worthy of the
name of Australian.” “You and [, he told them, “are partners
in a big scheme.”

The Socialist “Open Letter” showed the speciougness of thig

b mml:" Labor Minister's special pleading for soldiers to defend his

Government, to report upon s, . masters’ wealth, and was able to point to the Boer War to show
A ; 4 def how wars are really made, The boys were told that the interests

According to Hhene SN Betw.. of the working-class and thoge of their masters could not be

identical, and that they, the boys and not grown men, were
being forced to drill becauge “the men with matured mind
would rebel against congeription,” while the Government hoped
that boys, “whose minds are as yet immature, will be easily
drilled into the frame of thought that would make them ready

murderers and willing tools for the ruling class—the real
thieves,”
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stand the nature of imperialism or to see where the world was
drifting.

Another article in the isstue of December 3, 1910, on “Inva=
sion and Defence,” by the same writer, showed that Germany
was not i a position to take Australia and that Japan was
more concerned in Korea than in thinking of invading Aus-
tralia. And, even if Germamny fook Australia, “she could
hardly govern it more conscientiously than England does for the
international capitalists.” So then the author goes on to say
that “the score of invasion is a bogey dragged in for political
purposes,” and that “the idea is to edueate a sufficient numbey
of the people to militarism so that during industrial troubles,
in the name of God, King and Country, they may win their way
to glory shooting down strikers.” The possibility that Aus-
tralians would be sent overseas to fight does not seem to have i
been envisaged. And yet Australians had been sent overseas
on three previous occasions.

Another sign of the inability of the Socialists of the time
to see the approaching war is this: In April, 1913, a report in
the daily press that “startling military activity was being shown
by the Melbourne defemce authorities,” that “practically the
whole of the fighting force was bemg suddenly brought up to
jts full war strength,” and that “war material was being
extensively purchased,” because of “a possible European com-
plication,” was treated by the “International Socialist” as mevrely
the resulf of scheming on the part of war material manufac-
turers to get ovders.

The September 23, 1911, issue of the “International Social
ist™ was an anti-militarist issue. In it the unionists of Austrahia
were appealed to to “withdraw fhe boys.” A couple of aplendid
articles showed how the Defence Act was injurious to the
industrial gains of Australia’s workers. It was announced,
too, that aw anti-militarist conference was being called of
vepresentatives from all bodies opposed to Compuleoyry Military
training. It was to be a broadly-based conference fo digeuss
nothing elge but the Defence Act. But after running for a few
weels fhe announcement was dropped, and no more was
of the anti-militarist conference.

The LW.W. alao issued an anti-war magifesllfg. “Y:'Gor
men and women,” it said, “do you know that the soldier, the
of soldiers, though it were millions strong, is helpless unless ¢
working class in favm, field and factory, remains at work,
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expected that eithey Labor Party ov unions could give a lead
in the fight against compulsory training and, eyen in the fight
against conseription (1916 apd 1917), the Lahor Party oppoged
it maiply on the ground that Australia had dope enough—nol
Lecause of opposition to the war, On the other hand, the revolu-
tionary movement was not sirong enough in forces or in under-
standing to give a lead against the compulgory system in 1911 to
1914, By 1916 it was strong enough to hring aboul the defeat
of the conseription proposals,

Compulsory military wraining began on July 1, 1911, From
that dafe to June 30, 1915—a period of four years—theye were
1o less than 33,942 prosecutions of members of the Senioy Cadets
and the Citizen Fowvees for vefugal to drill and othey offences
“prejudicial to good order and military digcipline”! Of those
93 942 Labop-Party-manufactured “criminals,” haled into coupts
thousands of them had never seen hefore and introduced to a
“oriminal”’ career, 7093 were septenced to imprisonment in fort-
resses, military detention camps or civil prisons—~these in addi-
tion to the thousands who were fined! And these figures only g9
as far as March 30, 1915, for from that date the Federgl Goyern-
ment ceased publishing the figures—and for this reagon: for the
firsl three years those sentenced to imprisonment averaged 169
per month, but for the three months ending Maxch 30, 1915, they
ayveraged 2901 It was about time that the Governmenl ceased
publication of the figures! ‘The following official tahlez will
graphically illustrate Loth the oppressive “Prussignism” of the

Australisn military machine and the amount of reyoll against it

TABLE 1

No, of Totad
Yearly Prosecublons Progés
No. of Prosecullons AVEIage for Year culions
for ‘Fhree Yeurs Lor First Ended w
Ended 80/6/14. ‘Thiee Years Bu/6/16 0/6/ 18,

Fage 27 %
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I}‘l these cases of progecution of parents thal proceduve wag
a9 the firal s;.u{n. Pavents were fined, imprisoned oy had theip he
5'.’,'.L' li;{lﬂ’llli{b‘ distraipned on, Ip many cases this had no effect, fop they
..'.A-\I glill refused to allow their sons o deill, Then the nexl slep wase
,,,h.‘- tn make a move against the hoys themselves, go that, in the cages
BG4 of the three parents cited, theiy gons, Koy Holland, Frank Giles
— and Herhert Ingle, weve all imprigsoped-—hut they still veluged
7,003 drill,

e Of prose Alfred Francis Giles, gon of the Giles ahoye-mentioned, was
ge of i arrested while ut work and taken hefove the coupt, He was sen-
tenced to 14 days’ imprisonment for rvefuging Lo dpill.  Fop the
N hig = fivel seven days that he was imprisoned he was fopeed Lo exisl
mation: on Yone paund of hread per day and as much waley as he could
Y o drink”! ~ An attempt was heing made to stapye him into sub-
? miseion, But the attempt failed, The Australian Miners' Associa
tion thought so much of his copstancy that its members pres
sented him with a gold medal when he was releaged. That union,
Loo, refused to tale part i the 1914 annual hogpital demonstras
tion unless military forces were forhidden to take part in them.
They won theiy point,

Another Broken Hill boy who put up a fight against CONFCrips
tion was Vietor Yeo. His elder brother had already served 14
days for yefusing to drill and in Novembey, 1912, Vicior was fined
£5 or two months for the same “crime.”  Agitation was ahle o
secure his release after 10 days. Bul in July, 1913, he again ve-
fused to he medically examined and, in August, was again
charged, This time he wag seplenced Lo gue month’s unprison-
ment, and for the fivst geven days he was given only hread and
water! Remember he was oply 15 years and 9 months old! Bub
they did not hreak his spivit,

Half-way through the fivst week the prison doctor cane

]

]

him-—he was in solitary confinement, with only two hours’
clse o day-—and said: “You are not logling too well ; you neg
change of diet.”” After u pause he asked the lad if he would
wit if his diet were altered. The answer was 4 firm “Ngl”
the kindly doctor suid; “Then stop op bread and waler !
the first week he was pul on bread and water on each alten

y.
Phe Australian Freedom League, the Miners, Senator A, Kae
others were aetive in attempting to hring about the e e
Yeo, Al last the Minister for Defence undertook to Wv
, but managed Lo delay having the necegsary papers seid on




August,

machine had fal

s Within a v
or (Pearce) w:
t to overthr

in opposition
unions =

ord-Merth:

¥ protes
the so-call
. and pled.
ir utmos

aueracy Wi

August, 1935 COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 31

here. Herve had been sentenced to four years’ imprisonment for
anti-militarist propaganda.

An editorial on “Conseript Australia,” in the “International
Socialist” (November 26, 1910), quoted with approval Jaures’s
words: “The duty of Socialists as soon as danger of war appears
is very plain. . . . When ambition or desire of conquest arises in
the State and suggests the probability of war, the international
proletariat must rise as one man and make it plain to the govern-
ment of a capitalist State that the laboring man will have no
slaughter.”

Early in November, 1911, at a meeting of representatives of

. various organisations, an Anti-Militarist League was established

in Adelaide. Later on a similar league was formed in Sydney
with the following objects:
(1) To organise all sections to combat the harbarous system
“of compulsory military training.
o (2) To devise ways and means of making an effective protest
" ooainst the severe penalties inflicted on parents and boys who
onscientiously object to military training.
* (3) To hold demonstrations, to distribute literature and to
any other effective methods of securing the complete over-
ths of this inhuman and iniquitous system of organised
lVagery.
The various trends of opposition to compulsory service were
llised in the Australian Freedom League, which begén, in
1 . 1912, to publish “F' reedom.”
The vast amount of revolt against compulsory service inevit-
- ealled forth, on the one hand, demands for suppression of
-militarist propagandists and, on the other, apologies from
or politicians. On October 5, 1911, Senator Chataway (Q.)
d the adjournment of the House to draw attention “to the
ation of treasonable literature in regard to compulsory
> The treasonable literature referred to was the “Inter-
al Socialist” and the anti-militarist manifestos it had pub-
Senator Pearce promised to prosecute if circumstances
ed it to be necessary. It was during this debate that Senator
L Rae, always regarded as 2 “left ”* voiced his strong support
Defence Act. “1 am,” he said, “a strong adyocate of com:
military training, and feel very much inclined to
mse it is restricted so much that my children are not a%le 1o
od, living as they do some distance from a rallway. g
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GLE AGAINST WAR

ited Front and the Labor Party

By R. GIBSO

8 of the last month brought the danger o
y e \ anger o
ger to our r_lrmf.. Mu i has openly proclaimed
that he will tack Abysginia, and h: "
. g i and ha n fixed
@ Hitler Government, not deterred by the y
B : ieterred by the threat
erisis, has decided 1o spend 100,000 in the com
the re-building of the Gerr ey iy
war-boat into Soviel wate; f 1 Y PUPFPOses
e again of the nearnd f the war danger on i
anchurian border Meanwhile French MDer
doubled con L0 eriod, and British Imperialism
d 2 ir-fleet
the point of view of () ralian "
blow is the one : been st nearest
¢ Lyons Government, ch had already raised the
Per year on war prepa ns from £3,100,000 to
a8 decided to raise it to £6,700,000 in 1935-36, and
in 1926-37 ; 1 3 Me ne “Herald” of July
that these are only n ires and may be
iaged in the near © {7 ance “other urgent
jures.”” Almaost h me moment the Duns
in VICUJI’I-;I. Jlamj‘ in with an offer to the Feder
to place 2 disposal the Victorian px fire
ambuldfﬂ“ » Lo provide ¢ f:jl‘jf cor 107
g in the use of .masks! Such facts make it
 that th 4 of annot be conveniently eon-
ne BUppPose world.
of Australia with world pre ions for war
tther strengthened by the e raations of
s fellow-mini g in J/J_mf'm ’ '“-’_‘“1”1‘-‘
fily 19 lagt year stated, "Empir Defen -'-"'1 he
question d he Empire F;ﬁjmr' .311:;»
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in this struggle, and to see how these prospects
pore favorable. :
ment within the Labor Party for the establishment
Dnt against war has already reached large pro-
the National Congress against War, in the State
e congress was held, Victoria, thirteen A.L.P.T
sre represented. Leading Labor Party figures par-
the I_(isch-Griﬁin campaign which followed. At the
meeting held by the committee formed in Victoria
Heoviets To-Day' ban, Messrs. Blackburn, Holloway,
TLewis were among the speakers. Among the rank
f the A L.P., the swing towards the united front 1s
ever so much more advanced than among the leaders,
e mumbers of individualg and branches have indicated
would co-operate with the Communists but for the
t the Executive has forbidden them to do so.
mass movement against war is to
n in the action of certain unions, for example the Shop
stants and Furniture Trade Unions in Victoria, in setting
smmittees on the basis of the A.L.P. “Anti-War” manifesto,
vh no instructions to do so had come from the A.L.P. Execu-
ive. Such committees should be able to develop very valuable
bork even if the A.L.F. manifesto itself renounces the real
ruggle against war by the support of the “Defence of Aus-

alia” (the standardised label of all war preparations in this
ountry). Indeed, it would have been impossible for a mass
ovement against war among the working class to have reached
its present proportions without coming to influence the mass
of A.L.P. members and supporters.

How is this movement towards the united front to be de-

veloped? This is the supreme question of the moment for the

Australian working class.

The answer can be found from the experience of our com=
rades in France, In France the admission was lately made by
one of the main leaders of the Second International, Vander-
velde: “1 am convinced that the masses of workers in France
wanted unity of action, and that they were the decigive factor
in bringing about the pact that has been concluded.” This desive
the French workers was expressed not merely in support for
lutions in favor of the united front, but in & long sevies of
] united struggles against war and Fascism, the general
¢ in Paris in February, 1934, demonstrations of 100,000

her evidence of the
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WIS’F REVIEW
)N TO HOLD PARTY
CONGRESS

decided to con-
Party of Aus-
date of the

e session of the Central Committee
eventh Congress of the Communist
de the end of the year. The exact
to be announced later.
da suggested is as follows :—
" Pascism, the war danger, and tasks of the Party.
Lessons of the economi
Work.

(3) Alteration and amendment

(4) Election of the leading committees.

e proposals for the agenda will be further considered as
date for the congress draws near, and upon the receipt of
erials from the Seventh World Congress of the Communist

struggles and Trade Union

< to the Party Constitution.

rnational.
The basis of representation al the congress will be a8
ollows :—
h 50 members or part thereof, to

(a) One delegate to eac
he elected from
or special delegate
cent, of elected de
(¢) Members of th
tral Control Commisgion ;
phases of Party work invited to
Central Committee.

District Congresses, conferences,
meetings; (b) At least 50 per
legates to come from industry;
e Central Committee and Cen-
(d) Leaders of various
attend by the

In order to adequately prepare for the Congress, it is neces-
gary to develop throughout the Party, in the districts, sections
anri units, discus sions on all Party problems. The “Communist
Review” will feature special discussion articles on Party pro-
blems from now until the Congress. Later, as decided by the
Central Committee, all Party papers will be thrown open for

pre-conference digcugsion,
¥ POLIT. BUREAU, CP. of A




All;{u

m Of.oul' Par
litical sit .,
S8 and wop)

in April, |
untry has |
,Pﬂrty OCe]
stralian pe

ificance

earry |
attent
medi:
discussio

Urpose
BEUes co
tratey

t featu;

l'-' th

bn -
d th
polic)
atior
itist

orn
rt)

Congre;

ng of t}

to b
._’- the

—

_ COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 39

inl ])em{J('l'at',v. The peculiarities of the growth of
Australia and the tasks of the Communist Party

Labo_r_l’art,v. Our estimate of the AL.P.; ten-
ward disintegration; tasks of the Party. j

The mass work of the Party, in which discussion should

ound :—

*The multiplicity of questions connected with the
tuctie of the united front, e.g., experiences in strikes
and dtlm'r):m!r:ﬂirms, ete., in approaching the Labor
Party with proposals for joint action; the results of
giving second preferences to Lahbor Party candidates
in elections: what the next steps are in overcoming
the opposition of Labor Party workers and others
to joint action; the perspectives opened up by the
united front; the struggle against right and “Left”
distortions in applying the united front.

{b) Trade Union work, e.g., the strike wave and our tasks;

tendencies within the unions and where leading ;

nees of work in the unions; why the Laboy
Party still exercises strong hold over the unions;
tactic of the united front; next tasks of the Party. 1
{c) Unemployed, e.2., lessons of struggles; the tendencies § |
of development; fight for social insurance; united é
{front and organisational questions.

experie

(d) The agrarian question.
{(6) The Party. Under this heading must be discussed :—

(a) Organisational questions, recruiting, fluetuation,
finance, work in units, fractions, and higher organs.

(h) Tasks in preparing for an illegal existence.

(¢) The production of cadres and the campaign for rais-
ing the ideological level of the Party.

(d) The Party Press: the bi-weekly; the campaign for &
“Daily Worker,” the “Communist Review,” distr
papers and the factory press,

From now until the Congress the “Communist Review” will

Le thrown open to contributors wighing to discuss the problems
periences of the C.Pof A ]
EDITOR, “COMMUNIST REVIEW.”
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rarian Problems

By T. pHEFIELD

August, 1935
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hwr—has fallen so low that an extraordinary increase in the
_ price of cotton and butter would have to take place before their
. income would be raised to £150 a year. The big capitalist farm
~ers, on the other hand, immediately benefit by increasged prices
~and are able to extend their p]sntings by enlarging their hr,m
ings, using more machinery, ete., and increasing the intensity of
~labor employed. Under comlitions of capitalist development the
improvement in the position of the capitalist farmers takes
place at the expense of the small-holders. This is clearly shown
in the developments taking place in the cotton industry, where
ihe Government, with the of the big capitalist farmers,
is not only talking about ing inefficient farms, but is
aetually setting up the necessary machinery in the form of
Commissions and Boards to drive out hundreds of small farmers
. and allot their land to others. In order to assist this develop-
ment the Government i reducing rentals, not sufficiently to
save the small farmers, but sufficient to imprwe the position of
. the big farmers. Tt often happens that small farmers are
 evicted from farms which are subsequently handed over to bfg'
 farmers at one fourth the valuation and rental charged to the
wiws older

A vivid illistration of this practice can be seen in the follow-

gﬂe:otatmn from & letter from a Party organiser in the N.S.W.
who was investigating an eviction cage
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rlected by the Q_rwemment and the bureaucratic heads of the
Railway Department.

The waterside workers, realising the futility of divided
ranks in their struggles against the shipping companies who are
continuing their attacks despite the prosperity talk of the Forgan
Ymith Government, are taking a ballot on the question of ad-
mission of the Permanent and Casual men into the Waterside
Workers' Federation.

The unemployed and relief workers are outspoken in their
criticism of the Government’s refusal to grant any improvements
in their conditions. They are commencing to organise, and a
number of voluntary organisers are visiting relief gangs, camps
and hostels, and are meeting with ready response to their appeals
for organisation based upon job committees, A large meeting of
unemployed and relief workers assembled at the Treasury Build-
ing in support of their deputation which waited upon Minister
for Labor Hynes, with a demand for an extra day’'s work and
fares for relief workers, and inereased rations for those not on
relief work, Dissatisfied with Hynes's mere promise to consider
the matter, the unemployed are more determined than ever to
organise for mass action to win their demands. They will hold a
mass demonstration at Parliament House when Parliament meets
in August.

Yome changes have been made in methods of Party work and
a definite turn to trade union work has commenced, but much
more is required.

Detailed attention is now being paid to the Ipswich railway
workshops, and already three Party units have been formed. The
comrades are planning for better trade union work as the most
effective means for developing the united front around job
grievances.

Not only do the comrades pay the closest attention to even the
smallest items of job issues, but practical application is given tg g
Lenin’s dictum, that “we must build the Party in ones and tWos. 3
The militant workers are visited at their homes, and Party mems
bership is discussed, and the conditions of membership ma
clear. In this way, not only are many recruits won, but the qu
ity of the membership s improved. X

Some excellent work in the campaign for unity on the wa
front in Brisbane has also been carried out, and the prest

the Party has raised considerably, but we are lags
hind in the tas recruiting and setting op Jarty nuek
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developing the work to a higher level. To remedy this situati
ading comrades have been given personal responsibility for

{ing the work of building the Party by personal approach.

In Mayne Junction and other railways depots, a large number

workers have been recruited to the Party in the past, and im-

- provements in trade union work are noticeable, but political un-

| rity holds back the comrades in these activities, particularly

| ~ in Mayne Junction, and herve, where there are no classes, we have

| concrete example of the inability to develop the practical

I cause the correct political line is not clear to the comrades.

! In the tramways, meat, and building trade industries, the

' s are ripe for a militant leadership, which we can develop
v closer personal contact, and by careful and considerate
ion to the workers' needs. Plans have been laid for this.

d already good results are beginning to be shown.

: 12 urge upon comrades to sustain their efforts for
methods of work in the trade unions, which are the
rgans of struggle for the workers, and are therefore

| : 4 ortant sphere of work, we must not underestimate
b e of all other spheres of activity. For unless we
y levelop a broad, comprehengive view of the entire front of the
; uggle we cannot get a clear perspective or grasp suffi-

the political significance of any one sphere of action.
enin, in “What Is To Be Done?’ informs us that, “The
ers can acquire class political consciousness only from with-
out, that is, only outside the economic struggle, outside of the
. sphere of relationships between all classes and the State and the
 from which alone it is possible to obtain this knowledge is the
~ sphere of relationships between all classes and the State and the
_ fg::::went—»—the sphere of the inter-relations between all
::To bring political knowledge to the workers,” Lenin goes
» “the Social-Democraats (Communists-M.P.R.) must 20 among
all classes of the population, must despatch units of their army
~in all directions.” ' 7
i Th:t.O}’JECtlﬁ’e situation, briefly outlined at the beginning of
ic.:l ittm i,_ ca .shi:'or our closest possible consideration and prac-
ention which can be given by all comrades, making every

deavor as Communists should, to study Marx-Lenin-Stalin, and
acquire a better knowledge of the methods of our Central Com-
mittee, that we may be able to apply ourselves to our Communist.
tasks with greater initiative, wisdom and flexibility.




