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Thousands of people are being killed and injured in
road accidents in Australia every year. Last year 3,502
Australians were killed on the road and 87,864 were injured
— many seriously.

A doctor said recently that if as many people who were
killed and injured on the roads died and fell ill each year
as a result of disease, then a state of national emeigency

would be declared. But the road toll goes on. Each year

it grows bigger. The chances of you, the reader of this
pamphlet, being killed in a road accident are now 1 in 20.
The chance of you. being seriously injured is many times
greater.

Nothing Really Done

. Before this growing national disaster — for that is what
it is — nothing is really done. All sorts of theores
are put forward in an effort to “explain” the reasons for the
mounting road toll. There are all sorts of inquiries, road
safety bodies, police “blitzes”, etc., etc. Every week there
are statements by police and other “experts” which deplore
the road toll, condemn drivers, appeal for safer drving,
threaten more penalties, condemn magistrates and judges
for not inflicting severe enough penalties. Newspapers write
endless feature and leading articles which deal with the road
toll. But still the deaths rise and hospitals are swamped
with the injured. The wail of the ambulance siren 1s now
accepted as part of the daily scene. Old safety bodies are
scrapped and new ones set up to “inquire” into the road
toll. So it goes on. It never approaches solution and it
never will under capitalism.
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ideas of big motor cars, keeping up with the Joneses. It
has made a pathetic status symbol out of the motor car.
Its society is rotten and corrupt. And ordinarily decent
people fall victim to one or other of its influences. They
get attracted by ideas of getting on, the power of big
motor cars, etc., Also, this social system is so oppressive

wﬂg’: HEWSpapc: that cscape from oppression takes the form of speed, drink
RS, The rc. and drugs. These things are products of this rotten social
which the motor ca ~system. Like the road toll they will be abolished only
avoided. ‘when their cause is rooted out. By their use (note the

immense advertising and news material about speed, drink
and drugs) the monopolies seck to divert the rebellions
wrath of the people away from those really responsible, that

is, these very monopolies.
€ monopolic
KIng systcr Three Million Cars
unt MtSA]\’]VIg: The profits of the motor car monopolies, particularly

of GMH., are notorious. How these monopolies have

ded to their position of dominance is illustrated by
the fact that in 1945 there were half a million cars in
Australia; today there are three million. Onc in ten wage
and salaryeamers in Australia is involved in making,
assembling, servicing or driving motor cars for the public.
Australia is now the third most motorised nation in the
world

There is no better illustration of how Australia has

 been invaded by the US. giants than the motor vehicle
_ industry. There is no better illustration of how the only

" interest of these U.S. monopolies is to exploit the workers
~ and the public for private profit. There is no better ﬂlw;j
3 A




 total disregard
than thesc i e US. companies. No one can deny they are the
f overnment. The Australian government is their mere
transport.
motorist

Most Powerful Corporation

‘General Motors is the world’s single most powerful
rporation. Its first resident representative arrived in Aust-
a as far back as 1914. In 1926 the corporation financed
formation of General Motors (Aust.) Pty, Ltd. At the
of that year five small factorics were operating here;
orted chasses were assembled and the bodies fitted were
e by Holden’s in Adelaide. In 1931 a new company
formed — General Motors-Holden Ltd. GMH has
s been.a big profit spinner. As far back as 1937 it
sed a profit of £2m. This figure, of course, does not
that profit paid to US. investors in an unknown
. that undisclosed profit is made to appear outside
tralia free of Australian tax and commitments. Today,
“tutn out about 110,000 vchicles a year. There is
se of 29 models. The most widely known is the
1, of course. This vehicle is sold well above its cost.
*estimate the cost of the Holden car as a little
$1000 for which amount it is insured. It sells for
three times that. The Holden is not a safe car.
s suspension firms have advertised stabilisers as an
“extra” to “firm up the ride . . ” Holden is the car
i most in accidents. It is a car with defective
defective steering and defective construction. The
mown brakes are power-assisted disc brakes on four

. The ordinary Holden is not fitted with disc b

5




ou S haye B (extremely profitable business) to repair the mﬂ?
B NOt 1o, ., [ icles. Where a vehicle is destroyed, there is probably
il crit.. L - the sale of a new car, Road accidents, in fact, are an extra
e disc bral. source of huge profits to the motor monopolies.

mit by now 1 ; ~ GMH never lists the profits of its spare parts subsidi
ot a foxun” ¢ I - 3CO. There is a good reason for this. From theld‘:a'.z
N o " of spare parts GMH makes nearly s much in profit as

t body of 1 : om the straight sales of its cars. When you read of big
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ounts being offered on new Holdens when the time

the launching of new models approaches, remember this

ement made by a scnior CHM executive . . . “We

ruct our dealers to offer big discounts so as to g

vehicles on to the roads. The moment a car is on

d it starts to wear out and becomes a milking cow.
Holden quickly necds spare parts and that’s where we
even bigger profits”. .

Advertising Directed At Youth

The Holden is no longer a petrol miser. This did
suit the oil companies. Holdens are now petrol spend-
Exhaust fumes pollute the atmosphere. Mr. R. A

by, Principal Air Pollution Control Engineer for the
" ‘Health Department, said eadier this year. “If they
emissions) were visible, as they are from any other
bustion process, there would be such visible smoke that

would have to be fixed as a zesult of the great

outery that would follow”.

:;‘-Onc could go through many other aspects of these cars
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en an acroplane crashes an investigation is made
ause. But not so with the motor car. The driver

d and the makers of the car are never questioned.
olice are quick to blame people for the high road toll.
ust dodging the question. Let the police look at
drivers who are highly trained. Very few of them
been involved in an accident. Even the police are
ims of profithungry motor car monopolies. The
‘many police cars are not suitable. They are too
r the power of the car to which they are fitted.
e four-ply tyres, are too narrow and, of course, are
pest. Police cars are bought under contract. The
monopolies see that they make the maximum

~ "Safety’”’ Too Costly

jother factor contributing to the road toll is the

g system. Anyone can get a licence, .irrespective of

has been suggested already that licences should

{ so that inexperienced drivers are prevented from

cars they have not the skill to handle. But the

OpC won't have graded licences for obvious
em would trim down sales.

a committee to investigate the safety of

" It made a report which advised many

tions and ' additions to_ stock model cars. The
ggested that the additions could be incorpor:

s over a period of time sO a5 to alleviate 3021?
motor car monopolies said “no”. They told the

9




s recommended 1),

" are foisted on 1,

ish this sort

the very samc
p here said

Ve cost this

medical

15 is where the renumeration lies and this is

¢ the talented encrgics go. Working in the area of

of these casualtics cams few fees. Consequently
has an intricate organisation to handle direct
aftermaths of collisions. But the true mark of

- s.c)ciety must be what it does about prevention
lent injuries, not the cleaning up of them afterward”.

-~ Break Power Of Monopolies

ader sees the solution to the road toll in the better

getion of cars. However, it is a bigger problem

It is a matter of altering the whole attitude to

car and breaking the political power of the giant

. The road toll, like other serious problems in

has grown out of the social system of capitalism

virtually unfettered control of the Australyian

foreign multinational corporations (pat'h_cu‘

b of the US) with power to dictate the political

life of the exploited country. According to govern-

ses total investment in the motor car ln'mrai_lfactuf—

Bt in Australia amounts to $510,000,000. Of this

098470,000,000 is owned by General Motors of

: This gives some idea of the size of CG.MH.
y to the other mrmr)pu]il;‘..

A

DER6H CMH. made $30.8 million dollars profit.
| figure was $25.2 million and in 6667 $20.3
the first half of this financial year the figure

S million.




serimination against GMH b ot
or Bt owncr.éhip_ ccause of the origin
wn stringent B fvorable consideh et
o R o i n in effect which taxed undistributed
' often heard from the Australian government
ankees taking “all the risks”. Where were
C.M.? There were absolutely no risks because
j0sses — as can be clearly seen — dictated to the
ment — their terms.

id Not Risk A Dollar

Motors did not risk one dollar in starting

ure here. Its former boss in Australia L. J.
‘his book “Big Wheels and Little Wheels”
tralian money, given readily by the Chifley
"as a most generous longterm loan, enabled
0 come into production. S0 there is no ques-
the Australian people have a genuine financial
the Holden. Australian money started it
oney has made its profits.”
irranged  for  the Commonwealth Bank to
million ($5 million) to GMH to start build-
den car. The Holden became such a money
the annual profits were an embarrassment. S0
s in the U.S. decided to oust all Australian
the company so that profits could remain
is end they registered a company in Australia
in America) called General Motors
4d. This company Was used to buy out Aust

13
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 Government Serves Monopolies
To serve them, gl)sf(_':mmenta

for workess, bring out migrants ( for by
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1 is €NOTIMOUS.
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ESSD — 100 per cent US. (Standard Oil).
.-Amoco — 100 per cent US. (Standard ’f)}l;
,-TOtal — French and U.S. owned

¥ Neptune — 100 per cent Shell

@very single onc of these companies is either wholly
g owned or largely foreign owned. The dominant
Brs are American. Ampol’s claim to be an Australian
y is just an advertising gymmick to exploit the
of Australians.

-a[u;z features, find no place at all |,
es, ( As:mple_ example)? How is it that
escape Australian taxation? It is becauce

Foreign Firms Control Local Oil

B The profits of the oil companies are vast but over
fecent years they have been wrnitten down in Australia. This
& because it suits the monopolies to charge high freights for
> oil carried hete in their own tankers. In this way they
also dodge taxes. But all this will be more difficult to cover
when mainly local crude oil is refined. It is predicted that
Iorofits will rise to astronomical figures, particularly those of
Bthe US. companies. Even 5o, Shell Ofl recently an-
I nounced a profit of $26 million, $8 million more than last
¥ year, a 43% mncrease. Yet it still demands a price Tise.

; The combined assets of the oil monopolies in 1969
¥in Australia amounted to §1.443,195,000. Every year the
value of these assets rises by some millions. In 1968 they
were $1,426,650,000: in 1967 — $1,285,270,000. But the
Australian oil fields owned by these monopolies are valued
on their balance sheet as nil. They are not included in
the assets !
&hinmpplieno{twafmmtmvchidmin;\mtmln
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are thc w rubber mmopolies Dlll'l]O‘P, Goodyear and
Olympic.

Dunlop Rubber is a British based monopoly with thc
rich Australian Baillieu family represented on its boards
here and in d. The Australian branch has an
authorised capital of $100 million dollars. This giant
monopoly also makes motor car batteries. Like the ol
companies the tyre monopolies have endeavored to secure
their retail outlets through the “tied” service stations
system. Last year Dunlop made a profit of $9,251,000.
The year before the figure was $6,842,000.

U.S. Rubber Monopoly Does Well

Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co. (Australia) Limited
registered as a NSW. company in 1926, was the first
mtruder to set up a foreign corporation on classical principles
for the efficient exploitation of the economy of Australia
and its people. T.GR. & Co. of Akron, Ohio, US.A. by
its holding the whole of the voting share capital of the
Australian subsidiary, rendered even the rights and dividends
of Australian preferential shareholders of little significance.
gl;:stigam,thgsl;ighftofhand trick with profit appearing in

was private information. In 1969 pr 5
in 1968 $2,105,000. e ot

lympic Consolidated Industries Limited owns the
O!yl.nplcT_yreandl'lubber Company and runs a chain of
- service stations., It is an Australian monopoly with author-

ised capital of $40,000,000. Last year it gladeaproﬁtd'.

$3,599,000; in 1968 $3,465,000.
18

'."’ The Australian market for rubber tyres has attracted a
yarm of foreign tyre manufacturers who have now estab
thed their agencies here. They include: Armstrong, Akron
felli (US.), Alliance (Israel & US.), Continental and
lda (West Germany), Brentford (UK.), Michelin
France),Vridesten (Holland ), Semperit (Austria), Ohtsu
nd Yokohama (Japan).

Here then is a picture of absolutely enormous millions
freally beyond description) sunk in motor vehicles, oil and
bes. No one of these giants is interested in humanity

People Always Attacked

d Of course when the top members ij these nlr}rlopﬁ!iffa
1 begin to get killed and injured in motor ve icle
b ?;ﬁiﬂ;?sthc% get a%armcd‘ They look about to demand
" this measure "and that measure to protect them — ng}w
b roads, more repressive 1aws, etc. etc. They most certainly
~ do not look at their own responsibility nor the social s;j'stﬁm
of capitalism of which they are the product. Bclgt}edly t cz,l
take a few “safety” measures. They themselves ride aroun

in the safest of vehicles.

o reduce production or make safe vehicles costs mONEy-
ThcyTaIe intcrelzted in profit and power which they ﬁursue
ruthlessly, They do it in Australia. They do it a n;v}::r
the world. They fight wars for it. They are u; 'tC-
Middle East for it: in Indonesia for it; in Vietnam for ;]
in Australia for it. There 1S literally nowhere in the
capitalist world the US. imperialists are not present.

19



flippines the G.M. octopus has established plant:
gens are assembled from parts sent from GMH

§ growm,; export business of GMH means that
bossc.s will place a tighter grip on Australia’s
d . Nothing will be allowed to interfere with
‘ opcraﬁrm',” of General Motors and Fords
nevet let us ff)r;."“r that what is good for GM
1C is NOT gf)fm for the . i {/ln,! 4t
:broad (_,r:wrm Motors st be ;n'f‘f,"‘.-fi
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Mo Advantage To Australians

St for the benefit of Australiz’ Certainly not. How
m wars, threats of z huge profits,

aploltztwn h.. ng iing by motor cars,
blic 1 iems, be to the ad

advantage of

(We do not exchude
Volkswagon, the japan

e just the same but have
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£ is the same story in Australia. There are plenty
s statements but the real cause of the road toll is
kled by the paid political servants of the big
polies. Bolte has just come to light with legislation
Smaking the wearing of safety scat belts compulsory.
B is drawing a red herring over the whole scene. Safety
are a help but to make an issue of them diverts atten-
from the monopolies. As with everything else that the
gal lackeys of the millionaires do, it tums into an
. on the ordinary motorcar driver and is a further
s of immoral profit to the motor car accessory houses
$¢ of which arc subsidiaries of the car monopolies.

Public Transport Should Be First

' The 10ad toll flows from capitalism which is an un-

lanned, ruthless, savage systcm. Everything is ‘subordin—
Sed to the motor car simply because the motor giants con-
| the country. In a society run by the working class the

interests of the working people come first. The uncon-
il!ﬂt)llel:l and wasteful production of hundreds of thousands
car would be

] would be stopped. The motor
N m;i“of a planned trgnsport system. It would play
~only a munor part. Public transport would play the major
wotld be run to provide the maximum service to
the working people. The motor car would be an ancillary
The ptnclple on which a socialist transport is built
: gaop »  Such a lofty principle is diametnic-
ally opposed to the putting of profits first at the expense

3
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