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- THE decision of Federal Cabinet to nmmnliu

h%m‘taria of rage and fear. They paint awful pictures

’ banking has thrown the bourgeoisie into a do

the worker losing his savings, the clerk his gu‘[y _M'

the farmer his farm, along with the ruin of the small
shopkeeper if the Government proceeds with its plan
to nationalise the private banking concerns.
In addition, we are to see the end of “individual
initiative,”” “personal freedom’’ and liberty in gen-
eral, according to the mouthpieces of monapoly
capitalism — posing as the defenders of the savings
of the toilers and the “liberty of the individual.”
Their outery is, as usual, arrant hypoerisy and
blatant scare-mongering. On every occasion a pro-
gressive measure is mooted, the same profit-hungry
k howl against it as a threat to the poor.

ese B are co
+ with the poor nor with liberty. It is fear for
own profits and for the “liberty” to suck the
lood of the people through the control ::Hhc.ﬁpnn. '

cial institutions that causes these to raise
their voices in a crescendo of hate. : :
" Since the foundation of Australia a handful of
wealthy men have increased their wealth and power

nouncement was recei
ines.

through their ownership of the banks tain.
and elsewhere they have done so for centuries. In
what way has this private ownershif 1
helped the toilers? Think of the

farmers and property-owners who every year
expropriated the banks. OF what v

called “free” banking to the peopl
s on years? Contemplate the
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70,000 less miners than before the war and it itself be content with mﬁaﬁm ar
i.nmﬁl.-imad u.::'nan I:mu YOung man in ten vears has way perhaps pave the for the economic an
entered this underpaid, overworked, ipped it

2 the issue of nationalj
England by the British Government, it _can L“bb'” Eov"nﬂl?utrﬂcnnvgmment! in such
strengthen §apitalism a3 a whale and, far from raising  of ban :g inclined to waver, develop weak
living standards, would (like the enormous annual sla&me_s awav 10 the il LR Bourguaril
interest bill on the railways) tend to depress the and give way

il of the colored races”
R et A vast mobilisation of the masses and the industry. Today, the mines need at least 100.0_0_0 e “In these learﬁﬁmmimtw
standard of living. Hence, the terms of the nai vigorous campaign must be waged in order to new workers, In an effort to halt the astrop) o eal _ﬁm!md“ﬂ!__ took 1 h&h
ionalisation must be critically exarined sk hg t support for the government’s propa results of the “profit motive” in the coal industry, idly on the explaitation of her B:m and o
ke lisati h s important politi- g E\IE;ET:JCDu::emrI the danger of a rctr;nt fnun ﬂ:'::i::' '}&V:hl::::i:’:ﬂa:‘:li:]‘ffgg?o::r? Mo P mmu'h'.nh ‘l&tﬂa o SIl:fn ‘I‘“ 6’1“!
m“fdhﬂﬂa :::tc:‘:;«.hc:“:r: “gri\l-ale c}:r'lpita“!m and government's part and to prepare the way for wi pp

in i i ip of the means

renders ultimate socialisation the easier, as Lenin mroan'ﬁlupon pnvaternwr}x_e:?:‘ ke - j ;

pointed out in his work Approaching Catastrophe. pfﬂductlnnq. for the nationalis ;
e bourgeoisie is Putting great pressure on the tries of this country.

&
f the hopeless in the indi . The conl barons ru_dthevividp-‘guhxw!xhh\"‘m(m_ﬂm(!‘&r
30 n:l ﬂﬂ: a h:,l;;:;::ay. J.'ly'”ﬁ':fé hua;vnnm than :-ngnd ) depicts the lives of the English
nerously ensated by the Attlee ernment. lords. .
b, r:n:nd?rsl:rlina, in Cahiers du

“But in this way the sated shareholders of
summed up Britain's decline very neatly : dBritui'n neglﬂ:iefl! the f‘;ﬂdmﬁ:] lfn:ﬁ :'l! the uuai !
x H i : t evelopment of capitalism. ¥y eep ?n %
BRIT r“N’S CRISIS over‘Tt?; :n:nlrir;]t:ni I::hﬂ:; nofgumg Tndm mus l.:: “m_' e off 3:! s E"';k -m-‘;‘ Fifless @
ighteenth centu + follow step by step the devel mo, n of the decrep asic jn utrfn,.wbile i
gulin . e :l:int“:f :p';t-]r':e production there, first in the oﬂter;fg-nmm were nr;nnal&ukag up‘t_har lee- ‘i
L e 4 STk M 3 of Britis| ny g
THE erisis in Britain is not a eyclical crisis of over- Lenin's Imperialism; to become a rentier living g period of free trade sed by ﬂ’;ho ater :l’l.erUnitl:d‘ Stares. For'a lung tine oply bt a4 :
Poquction. It not the same type of "depres.  overseas vsawments. Thisled to the decline of g e “'15““1?" in the imperialist periad of British imports were paid for by export of goads, 1
sion” that Australia experienced in the "thirties and and equipment in the British heavy industries, wj . hoig worl .Ut en l::s i P\:ill un]ypgi“ Pheiliir iy Vel echi iy e rmaiged i i
which is obviously overtaking the U.S.A, now. technigue has nntnniousggagged behind that off | d’:‘;ﬁ';‘:m U PR Exaplte and cva ; 'd
It is the “general crisis” of opoly ital, of up and coming rivals (US.A. A 3 . ol World War British i o
Emperizisl:. \fﬁil‘hl)\"s ;:;ifo:’lh:;c;ﬁxeﬁos‘o 2E::p!_v?n Lenin's law of the uneven It was because of its abundance of coal and In the First Wor ar Bril imperialism
ritain at the present time. italism, while it worked to B

minerals that Great Britain stood for long at the changed its policy with the ajm of correcting a new

t Trecting
head of the ecapitalist nations. For decades every- and unhvurahlc, rteh].hnn;lf forces. Yet the o8t was

i British imperialism has long been in decline. century ago, to-day has made
This was clear in the period between the two world victim insofar as British capit
] wars. From the conclusion of World War | till the behind that

e war created a market for the Brit
ists, as the Government purchased

thing bowed before the triumph of )I:M: }:ci\u:_'ltrr. ki:h: it ha tened the of u,:mr; ions to
S 3 i idly become a gigantie i town, . r
of its rivals, and far behind the new which had rap Iey W ived  breaking away from London: it gave to the colonial
outbreak of the Second World War Britain had a post-war colossus, the Unjted States, ""e"';‘d“"”dl”:;:';‘_:l.it]?:r';nd" |-h°- Faroith gt Mgl # an impulsion that was hard to
Permanent unemployed army living on the dale, et us examine the coal position in order I}“aﬁu acdurt gmh,i.], keep in check.
numgerillag millions.  Recall the “depressed areas,"” E;e what has been appening, Fifty years ag pie .,FK‘ ::w 1 ALy o ial “From then the cr
the derelict industrial areas which once served an Britain still retained her mang, oly of th I ma e v N Empire ntinu
overseas market, ket and on the surface seemedplikyg o production — it was in England that Karl g i

ly to continue its assisted by the last
: udy the laws of the system and its Biatieck D,
. f |oarons drew enormous pro cruion = a1 B e e by
everything that  from coal and re-nvested practically nothing fro il the characteristics of imperialism,
could hehp:lorh;ued.ld N}?w the war-created market them in modernisat he mines, nor did they q eﬁ' hata ahow‘ i y Lenin: e i
ne Vanished, the old chronic crisis manifests iteelf do anything to improve the lot of the minework. anopoli ion of ital
K. ee i e 0 ra: ¥ n of menopolies; fusion of bank cap
a e_.rh,en :]igilg Z'fL %yi;“:}l\“]m he Union was foughg tuthlessly even o the mo; al capital and creation of a fnancial

périalism has been ren- moderate demands for reforms,

dered more aeyte by the war, [n PTe-war times the The First World War undermined

uSen}:p]nyejl ml-rr]w ami %hmnic "depression'* reflect-  of the British coalowners, Mines were open
! €d the gradual loss o ritain's premier position as  in Europe and the Far i

= the "wurkehop of the world"™ and i - 'FA“ ¥y Reduction

the b nd the chief imper-  were cheaper, A
ialist power controlling a enlonjal e

ish capital. do sa, The coal b
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lar empires have gone down, exhausted and in_ TUINS,
in the effort, because they were not fac‘eld with the
conguest of backward “*colonial peoples” but could

i ch empires only through world wars against
i i headed by

the mosi powerful imperialist states,
Britain and U.3.A. : ol

The desperate struggle of German imperialism,
too, compelling Britain to fight two world wars in
a failing effort to keep her pre-war imperialist posi-
tion, has enormously accelerated the pace of decline
of British imperialism. .

The other great and decisive factor is the nat-
ional revolutionary movement in the British colonial
empire. s,

India could no longer be “held by the sword,
it is plain that it was but a matter of time when the
British overlords would be forcibly ejected. So
India has been given dominion status and self-gov-
ernment while the British ruling-class manoeuvres
to retain as many key positions as possible and save
what it can from the Indian debacle by utilising the
divisions and discords created by the Indian re-
actionaries: the Princes, wealthy Moslem and Hindu
big capitalists, etc.

Eeypt, too, has served a quit notice on British
imperialism which here strives at least to retain the
important Sudan colony.

In the desperate effort to maintain as much as
possible of British imperialism, Bevin has kept
1,200,000 men abroad under arms. This has proved
to be a burden beyond the present strength of
Britain and is one of the prime factors causing the
present crisis.

The capitalists and the Government declare that,
to avoid bankruptcy, British exports must be stepped
up by 75%.

Where is the market ta be found?
a state of collapse.

The new Indian “Dominions” will not. because
of their peoples’ poverty, provide a sufficient out-
let. American imperialism has taken over Japan
and what there is of a market in Chianz Kai-sheks’
part of China.

Wall Street is taking over Turkey, Greece, and
the Middle East, especially the oil in the Arab coun-
tries. In Germany, outside the Soviet zone, Wall
Street is visibly taking over. :

Canada is drawn further and further into the
American ec::_numic n‘a‘d political orbit. Latin Ame
rica is being annexed’ along the familiar American
imperialist line of economic and hnancial penetra-
tion and control. And the dollar situation is pre-
venting trade between Britain and Australia and the
United States. Added to this is the handicap of

the backward industries faced with American com-

Europe is in

] e is no lasting wi in bi
Sailleinge ki g way out to be found in bigger
~ Continu the present policy me v
- Contin it policy ever
ey o Unined _s“m.m!sm ever-
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of “unity of the English-speaking peoples,” "Ang‘l 5
Saxon leadership,” etc., ete. which they assert
necessary to 'stabilise the world,” "'maintain world
peace’’ and so on, when what they really mean is
that they believe American capitalism has the means
and certainly the desire to suppress the advancing
world-wide peoples’ democratic movement, and for
an ultimate war with the Soviet Union and those
Curopean democracies which they term “Soviet
satellites.” :

This plainly means absorption of the British
countries, and the domination of Wall Street imper-
jalism. The French traitor, Laval, was not worried
over the fate of France. "Hitler will smash Russia.
that is all that matters,” Laval said. In their own
way, the British rulers are saying the same thing,
“America is anti-Soviet, America will fight the Sec-
ialist revolution everywhere.
attempt to save world capitalism, that is all ]
matters.”” Such is the theme song of those w i |
prepared te place the Wall Street yoke on ._Z
shoulders. 1

The instrument of this policy is Ernest Bevin.

For there is a way that offers to Britain the pos-
sibility of escape from her present dire ecanomic
\traits and American domination. i ;

This possibility was opened up by the recent
trade negotiations in Moscow where Britain was.
offered sufficient supplies of wheat and wvital raw |
materials to assist her on to her feet economically,
and release her from dollar bondage.

The rejection of Soviet trade and trade w
the new democracies is due to class, political reaso
and not an inability to reach an agreement on tra
not, as Bevin was reported to have said, beca
trade is not possible until the Soviet Govern
trade monopoly has been abolished. ;

This is desperate lying to get out of
corner, because the Soviet Union has alway
oped trade with countries who desire it.
overnment trade also is a tenet of Soei
and the Labor Party sometimes alleges i
Socialist Party. .

_ The trade agreement with the Soviet Unigh ¥
rejected because this brought Britain into "
mate and friendly relations with the Soviet
and Eastern Europe, which is contrary to the
of an Anglo-American, anti-Soviet bloc prea

America alone can
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policy to
-&Bm “I,Ih people is ;incniff’ad?hifthl'::::r:ady ot
s lll; ]:Ql.ﬂphmbium within the British Farli?l:“d
tn’feéii or hf_‘arty. whose rank and fﬁe are begi ok
Ko slzs\ﬂv Er: the path Bevin is treading is 1..,“31?
R L T
}:atnr ba aucus, and only half the
Po'vlfel' ! k
his disquiet reflects
; the | growi it
waltg:olr; trf‘l:nr;nk and File of th:_ﬁf:;:d:ﬁu:f?::lui;:
organisations, British ing
i?:;. ri:méeemelnt finds il.]q:]f at Lh: c:::tté‘:é‘;kmg-
velopil in i )
nutcﬁm!a Britainls:nfgut:l':iet I.;?ng“e: R i
. Unfortunately. the British lab i
s:ldl -:rongly impregnated with ifn:‘:,iﬁi:f??ﬂ' he
nh | canceptions which allows the Bevins to ur.“ i
t qert‘nI%s about Greece, Palestine and Il‘il)c r:::ﬂss
!t:l Britain. They cannot yet see that Britaina"'
reedom _d_epe"ndi on a free world, but I:zliav.
3 n s “position” depends on the subjugation o:
Teign P""Elﬂs along the line of “imperial
mum_l:;tmns and so forth, W
4 ese imperialist concepts h i
tion to Bevin within and withoul:‘rﬂfre];u::n:pno“—
% break with the old imperialism, which
b: yr::lt:tr:d neither by Wall St{“t dollars nor B!itc:::]:
f , a genuine nationalisati i
tries and real warkers’ comm]“n‘fminud;ilrt,wr md&'-
;Leu;aig]i:f the pﬂllc¥ of subordination ta Yank::“i :
alism, ic ag and friend| iti
relations with the Soviet Union ; Puhpmhu\l
- ; and th
gfer:l]:l_cl'anles and Jast, but not lmt,etr:::o%l;lz:noin
!ﬁre-h‘:ﬁ:azmy' \&Ih:_n_l\ Britain in any case cannot
ord: these are the methods of combatin
&Edﬂ! an;:]l opening up the perspective of S.u;;:ﬁ:n}?
]e ad iance with aggressive American im| ;
B but to new dangers and hpé:éhop:ea
t from New York and Washington that daily
are bellowed threats of war and hoasts o
aln weapons, atom bombs, germicidal and
preparations for war?  Boasts of its Navy
displaced British naval power as “Mi:
? I8 it not America that is faced with

i h A
) > Pz

s Parliamentarians voled for the new

America, tao, therefore, will so if}
lﬁ;ﬁm-m:fuhh can be solyed only alo 1
Britain's crises touches A i : E
E § cris us \Irea
we are feeling its economic ’ﬂt;:gl’i;f?hrlzﬂf;‘l’f::y
GaiaD Rrevation of Britain’s crisis threatens Aus-
jalin _staple agrarjan industries, in particuls
S _hn sgll our chief market. Already Britair -
ﬂt'f afa estroyed Prime Minister C!leEf e
o ni:l:eo a "golden age.” e Almrnlian‘ 4l
onFy “.re ng:m‘;::]i::f a coming depression, whui:l:
we:rec:.ble to Ii!erceivel :::;:::' i s dz‘“ry'
ises in both Britain and th i
G o i r e United States,
e K?EF;{::F:;:“SH. threaten Australian
Ihat the Federal Gov inni
‘::i:a:ll:: lt.::I:lsriousqgsﬁ niu!f the!'“:'::::lvi:l ::5':-“.;"&!1?
of ¢ en age  hallucinati i i i
R ]:lSP concern over cnnl:lslml:f’::i.u:i.b?::n\::if Il‘i:“
-L.P. official organ in N.S.W., the Standard 4
Breaa Ft:ge;r:l{%:;% to maintain Government Genhul
el inet s proposal to nationalise pﬁl
ese proposals are v i
:}us]: receive thF fullest b::kyi:gnbhu:on?i;uﬁn;?t il
key industries, coal, steel, metal, i
:::;i&:pfi. ete., are also essential if Austra
“rdg:.uu;;:._m‘hud economy free from
r foreign pelicy is subordi
vl and Chuschilk ane 1o sl Ercdd i
At A2 e e
o el R
Suvi;;”nianl.ﬂm aggression’’ on the part of the
. The repudiation of Bevin's foreign poli
gm,_.h Labor movement r-h]l: also fnrn!rkq;a':d?:
e *Australian” foreign  policy,

eETINg,
a is to
ecanomic

vatt's
which i i i
Nirghl ﬁ"hﬁmﬂi'ﬁi‘aﬁm&“m e
'resent policies are leading Britain, America,
At New Zecland and Conads i o f pomer
to ic disaster and to

i X
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Churchill and implemented by Bevin. The
tive pollilr.y soon revealed itself. a gri g
the British = and Australian — people
) The.: reimposition of wartime control
industrial conscription for the workers, who
strictly controlled, a cut in the already
rations and an extension of hours of
is what the British proletariat have bi
to the Churchill Bevin imperi

e rejection of i
viet Union m "‘:ﬂom‘%
the Anglo-American
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tary attack was announced, strengthened the ban From all this it
on Dutch shipping and urged imilar action BY Dutch so promptly accel
waterside workers in other coumtries. to mediate in Indonesia. R
The Australian trade union movement, gener Although the Government - of the Indonesian
ally. denounced the Dutch imperialists and they Republic accepted the “good offices’” of the U.5., 3
called upon the Waorld Federation of Trade Unions - they made it clear that they wanted UNO. to
d to the wan arbitrate. Further, they propueed that a UN.O.
Indonesia immediately te

 yights. They had

will be readily seen why t
of the country, no fr
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pted the Amevican off

alist org )
their lives ord “The Indonesians found
Dmg ;E:’ '::m::‘ed and directed by the hateful
_ Dutch imperialism ruled by f A o i
ﬂ!e!’ul‘;ﬁmmaﬁ.t:de:l no support :’m:i::;l:b:“::::b?e“l e e

en the Japanese came Dutch power . -

for international action 12 put an.en h ite.
and urged the Federal Government to bring the commission be sent fto

investigate the situation on the spot, the commias \ .

sion to include Soviet Russia, Britain, France. China apsed. There was no Di

: i i | 3 3 o Dutch resi

ardly capitulati ek istAnce, only cow- R
people refused .
They. infe

matter before U.N.O.

churches: university students

he vast majority of Aus- d a number of Arab
the stand

US.A., Australia, India an
countries.

Unlike the Duteh,

to help the Dutch, a f 5
; hich clearl; : .
strates that 350 years of B‘:‘tm:; learly demon- were el nforr :
contral had resulted opposi ng only to “police action” and
ng forces would be “di RRan
3 reed”

The protests of
the Indonesian Government Ll
- o onl < >
b y hatred and bitterness amongst the Indonesian  week or 10 days, and tha
an t a “new Government’
| g

and others chowed that t

trahians supported the trade unions in
they had taken. There is no doubt that the decis-
. jon of the Australian Covernment Lo refer the has been frank and open on all of the issues. )
' conflict in Indonesia to UN.O. was influenced by iiexevan pni;aundﬁympalhy rmi sugpurt.throush»- PE“J{K;]-‘ s W
out the world. " am of the AmericAIliEg hen the Japanese were defeate ould be established with which t n
on the Indo- Foiite Bnd rasnbiiss d g :I\:l'the Dutch .,,g?;;::;_m which the Dutch would
re wrong. The Dutch mili
itary gang-

fer th donesia i
o ‘;ih: Ez:j:: nesians that would leave much of the "}"’“?hl}’ !'-l.bmil. once again, to their rule. Th
intact and the foreign monopelies in wanted their estates and profits back g_hg;‘ ey sters only succeeded in seizin,
S e their estates and industries is, therefore, becall sten themselves upon the bnc]:; o thw?n:ld towns U‘Id ports, The lndm“ of large
ave big in-  quch more difficult W ' Eesile, ey g i fcon kg sy A g omgh o
a new situati = 1 nstead of a passive - Epe
™ Lo ‘i it sty o b e

the people. L 1 :
British imperialists to impose a peace

Dutch' poy
poa&essi Lot

The Australian decision to T
U.N.O. was not welcomed in

war te

1 ind d Tnd

British and American monopolies

! this powerful movement of
u
)

} " or Washington-
t vestments in Indonesia, n yubber and tea planta- o 5
1 ons, ofl, epc. Decauss it is a small and weak IndrSnE §;:at ?‘%m:c?ﬁ:ec': (hirl:‘?werf?losupportifp The m v Fav .
power, Dutth imperialism over many years pursie GLIL s EpEOCEl coming from UNEER Indonesia, . ! in B %
an “epen door’” policy in Indonesia, permitting fi eaunkees of Asia oppressed of threatened ai“.dyl‘;nwhlr_h lang before World War 1l was foreign-o ::opl!' Thirty per cent. of Java'
i 4 : 2 |mperialism.  Out of a population of 70,000,000 : ry powerful, received a =il wned estates have b RIS
entry of British, American and other foreign capital b 000,000 Mosl e L with the collapse of Dutch great cord ith e e A destrayed in ac-
% and thus aligning those powers against the Indo- TI- E'e B & ; e eém’ in Indonesia. with the defeat of the | AL and culminated, supplies of rubber, oil, ri eaith policy, and vast
J‘-; nesians on the one hand and, on the other. securing 4 uncsa?n ul\;l/ernment made A StIONY appeal fo of the Indonesian Republi 2y procl jon that the Dutch h mé i !ml.bﬂ‘" products
s Mlics in the event of war ok same other imperialist juﬁ;utrt t;'—un';\ ‘:slemstajl nverdtlhedyvmid and es) The Repub;;:,ancawewmx:: ﬁ:uguné 17, 1945,  Indonesians h,“pg:nn: “;o. seize intact from the
£ al o the Arab coun - I ent and i A S i ina " »
power. e e 1"” W t“ - & - organs, army, police, ete., uuﬁmcm!ﬂes::: e The Sjarifeeden Gowma e v
stern countries, Egyph =yrl of the Indonesian nation. Under their 01: power Dutch have failed to establish the ummmﬂ..
et ernment the Indonesian people have for ok e mn’km&l::n:;i.;:r;l‘n""d il ot
aggression of the Dutch im ey
% per- :

The Indonesians in their struggle for independ- : 5 ;
ence, thercfork, have to centend with the British ?aél.fj" ﬁra:m. ctc,,. ate EppOIbAS [ndones
i e A D\ ua the Dutch, India, indus and Mas]lemn, -dl\«’ldeifl on mal
i AT jnternal issues, arc‘umted in their support
e resolution ¢ The Indian Geovernment has forbid

Indian aerodromes,

time experienced democracy. F
Republ . For two years the ialists, which was caleulat
mP“M:;:mG““'l""‘]“m‘E‘_“l‘P e Ttk E‘f’ﬁa :nlqzl;uh-ulmlnmd to defeat and enslave
sy Al refuting the absurd Dutch hold of the Du el s il
hat the Indonesians are not yet ready for of d i wmn:”lndu l B
’ % 'F il ified
donesian people and rendered

:

alling for a cessation of  Indonesia.

ghting 1 i i

ey e S Blee e i o e

delegates refrained from voling. They opposed ships trading with'[ndoiel:inapose a ban k 5 S .

tl];g Flulilh pl_‘upusal that Dr. Sjahrir, spokesman for Expressing the new 3 '.'t a2 2 b B-C}'M_ﬂmn Agreement the Dutch e a

the Indonesian Republic, should be permitted 10 1 oioh o pramEd A F::r;il N:Ltru lslns ‘ Oa:;ﬂ%:"::f‘_’ﬂ g Ell E :‘ d i i visged lliECI\nihm
; 2 | to recognise th:pl:utﬂdmmgam plissiod o

address the Securit C il

vess the Security Counci et gress leader, sent a chill down the spines

er hand, pro- i iali i
Eu;ed to the D_utch. even while the mafter pwas I'T‘g:lL::Iil]sltsn:;hle:lell::l:h;:ld'erﬂd Bga_mlt i
efore the Security C?“"""* _‘h“ they should arbi-  Asiatic countries,”’ and lat m-t‘ﬂ'N“mmE b ¢
;)rnte‘ . Tl‘le'.D\llch |m_medlatz]y accepted in the has any bug'meg; lzn“’a :r. 3 F:umpin
Uu]?JeO: at this wnul.d x:dzl_rack any proposal that This seems liki ENI higd Am
h;m‘ile' :t:“l_i:wal‘“’- an ‘msa‘li“] commission to  When seen a;ai:&ate t;: b‘:ﬂi’:& Dﬂdﬂl’i;l!

- U e

ot e;ﬂﬂ:;g“;fﬂ}{::‘::;@‘:: o ;ionar%—];iemn:raﬁc wave li\agtwi‘;n ::gu;ﬁ
c - : rialism has Ir i | i X
z'l:j:d..,n particularly bad role behind the Indo- l‘n‘:mMidgi:' Ei:htsu{ghf;t::he_rn Al:w i
-s!bat‘a‘l a_ce:\e.i dA: very stage th‘ﬁ. sought to British, French, Dutch and rn]mg et
sh Df;ﬁhzﬁ:: onesian demands. ey supplied ialist itation and i o
I ms and finance.  Almost ‘simul-  their end. o e
For 350 years the Du violt

; teh hi
ered and enpln'l_le e Inﬁ::ﬁﬂ
d_eva};p_mént took | i ]

The U.S. imperialists, on t
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from people all over the wi
of ('hgp re:cu'onmiu met with sorry d"[eé“' g

But the “Anti-Soviet War” prppa_gi"dﬂb S
by Churchill was treasured and cbntinue }::erish
American imperialists. The reason they ¢ S
this kind of propaganda is not that they inten :
launch an anti-Soviet war at the present time, b
that the propaganda may be used as a nmnken:.rgzr{
behind which to carry on their great world-wide
aggression and their domestic oppression. TR0

“Anti-Soviet'” — what does this mean? !‘Illlei‘ s
anti-Sovietism was another name for enslaving the
German people and trampling on the peoples of
Europe. Fascist Japan's anti-Sovietism was an-
other word for enslaving the Japanese people 7.mt|
invading all countries on both sides of the 'Pacnfw,
The anti-Sovietism of the American reactionaries
cannot but be a word for enslaving the American
peaple and launching aggression against the whole
world,

There are, however, points of dissimilarity in
the meaning of the present anti-Soviet slogan of the

“GOLDEN AGE” IS NOW A FADING MIR

E. W. CAMPBELL

HE. drying up of the world dollar pool and the

near-exhaustion of the American loan to Britain

has shown up Mr. Chifley's Golden Age as a reced-
ing mirage.

Twelve months ago Mr. Chifley confidently fore-
cast that Australia stood on the threshold of a
“wondrous age of industrial and commercial ex-
pansion.” At that time the Attlee-Bevin Cabinet
had just committed itself to an unofficial Anglo-
American pact directed against the Soviet Union
and the new European democracies. The “pay-off'"
for this new “Munich” sell-out was the 4,000,000,.
000 dollar Wall Street loan to Britain. It was ex-
pected by the borrowers that the loan would tide
Britain over until 1950, by which time, they hoped,
she would somehow or other have struggled back
to her feet.

U.S. moneylenders, however, had dif
ideas. The ink had not dried on the lignatui::e::
the loan agreement before price rises in the Unjted
States cut the loan's value by more than one quarter,
Fn‘rdxer Am;rican frice i;-.ireueu since have cut its
value to about three-fifths of 1 igil
advanced. e’ Srenal s

Only a small portion of the loan, which i
E\?Illly' exhausted, has been applied to leed}iln:; E::v
is| an ippi ritish i st
Most of it has gone towards the upkeep of moye
than a milli;n hBri:iuhdsoldieu in a en foreign
countries and the feeding of def s
the British oceupied :one.‘ Sagks AT in

Several weeks before the current Briti
iy Wttt v, e, Chifapeaek dolis
by the unmistakeable signs st in

h of deve
America to hedge on h;utuu‘m&u
: 4 T TR ¢

COMMUNIS

arld, and the schemes

Chifley poliey. All mn a chln.gn

T REVIEW

American :renctionnl‘!e: nAm! that of the %
Japanese reactionaries 10 the snsk.
very close to the Soviet U;nan nnld. Erant:d
conditions, German fascists ‘f.LuU attack th
Union. Japan and the Soviet Union were
ous, but because the national strength ?E J
faséism was not as great as that of .Hlt[m.
could only attack China and lbe_i"ac;ﬁc a
was defeated before she could invade ﬂ.m .
Union. America is very far from the Soviet
and there are vast territories separating them,
in-between territories comprise a]l the o
countries, colonies and semi-colonial count
Europe, Asia, and Alfrica.

Under these and
conditions it is very difficult for the United
to attack the Soviet Union. The real significa
the American anti-Soviet slogan in the po|
period is its usefulness in oppressing the Am
people and in invading all countries outsid
Soviet Union by “‘peaceful means.”

(To be concluded next issue.)

cast. He told the N.5.W. Labor Party canl
that it seemed that an “economic recession’’
the way in U.S.A., but he hoped that Australia
be geared to meet it.

Australia will never be geared to meet tl
ing crisis while her foreign and economic po
meshed to fit in exclusively with those of
and America.

As the dollay loan to Great Britain conl
run out like beer from a broached keg, M.
will be compelled to take an even more soh
of things than he did at the AL.P. conference:

While Mr. Chifley retreated from his G
Age fm_uta:y at the A.L.P, conference and
same time recognised that certain groups |
US.A. were striving for world dominatil
nevertheless, indicated that Australia we
tinue to maintain close ties with Britain and
T}_\e_re is nathing objectionable in Austral
taining close ties with Britain and America
ing this is not done at the expense of wor
our relations with other countries. But Mr
gave no indication that it was the Gow
intention to strive for eloser political and
:;l“i“"' with the Soviet Union, the new
H;’:;::f::liﬂ and colonial countries in

Circumstances
sistanee than ever

tgd.ﬁv demand, with

r e
inging to ,u;:‘:;
: G

capable of

§

ST REVIEW

me time cut her imports from hoth Britain electric power station at Skaerb

2 J ustralia’s premier city, Sydney, sti per-

kouts because the main power house at_

g cannet obtain urgently needed plant
from Great Britain.

lle return for the textiles and

ia, an easy
send to Australia, she could take in
I_l;an !;\raol. Australian ores and 'othcr_ proi

The Bevin-Attlee policy rejects closer ‘trading
relations with the self-governing i the
Soviet Union and the new European democracies
and aims at exporting more goods to the dollar
aveas and less to sterling areas like Australia — &
policy which not only deepens British subservience
to dollar imperialism but hits the econcmy of Aus-

of the C

Australian wool would help to avoid
cringing to America to cut the wool tariff by a few
cents a pound, in return for which the Chi
Government has expressed
sacrifice the future of the Australian dried and
canned fruits industries and jeopardise the future
of other important primary industries like sugar.

Others of the new democracies may scon have
:ludil‘xg&ugital g‘ood:. which

r trali d

Curtailment of imports from Britain will greatly
increase the shortage of consumer goods in
tralia and make it harder to obtain the capital
goods without which Australia will find it diff-
cult to maintain the present level of employment,
much less enter upon a “wondrous.era of indus-'
trial and commercial expansion.’”

Biggest items on Australia’s list of imports
Gireat Britain are textiles and machinery. Per-
the most impertant item imported from the
Imports of all three items
have to be further curtailed unless the current
Attlee-Bevin policy is reversed.
that clothes rationing, instead of being relaxed, as
may have to be tightened up:
d of being abolish

is already exporting textile machinery from Lodz.
Restored industries in Silesin are starting on big
machine-building projects.
big timber uporkar‘hei

Poland will also be a
ore lnngaand in a position
e Titw ot

petrol rationing, instea i
become more severe, throwing ac
onto the transport system. Cutting down of ma-
Great Britain will seriously
of Australian industry and
ead of unemployment, unless

e
programme. Poland, Iik;Cud?_nulu

her large textile industry.

It's not good enough for Mr. Attlee to refer
in passing in the H
lia's help in the past and to look f

chinery imports from
hamper the expansion
contribute to the spri
alternative supply sources ate tapped.

Australia’s chief pre-war providers of capital
g - machine tools, ete. —
" were Great Britain, North Ameri

ouse of Commons to Austra-

of this assi e
Australian people, if called on, will be quite will-
the aid of the British people, but
not on the Bevin-Attlee terms.

In the common interests of the people of Britain
and Australia the least the Chi r
return for Australia’s assistance in
crisis is that the British

have to be cut severely, while Bevin and Attlee
rem:in'u.uder the hypnotic influence of the Yankee
nal hi-lnpm'c.“l-ﬂ{rom éﬁlﬁ\mﬁ are !;l:
while Chifley and Evatt are satis
n and Attlee's Svengali;

surmounting the present
Government should :
ect article nine of the American loan
hich forces Britain to cut imports
Australia when a shortage of
pels her to cut imports tical
America;

t the offer of mutual trade agree-
M:.Unicn_mdnawswnp-n

to play Trilby to Bevi
any is not in the picture an
ile the Anglo-American pro-N;
st so there remains Czechoslovakia.

r;;hkf fifth last on

extensive trading ’!l“?’“,",, :Th-: on

shortage of men's and
‘manch
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d with France's national independen t ol : A
eraaatic Party the return of Communiss (o the $007 (25 tention of certain elass privilegas which could hald many dangers for the future and  aid of dollar diplomacy, wh
ernment was looked on as a :rans:ury miﬂsutmﬂa\:h' 3 % # for the independence of the country, unless the surest guarantee, moreover, eral d
nothing would be neglected to bring abou 1

popular forces succeed in checking it. to be, {

e working class is not isolated; its demands In the eyes of some people the
are the better understood by the peasants because ment is, no doubt, considered to be a stage in-
it understands their demands. And the town middle ove to the right which allows preparation for a
class, struggling against a routine-loving and expen- future g ! still more definitely rightist, and
sive bureaucracy, are also able to understand the the possibility of a de Gaulle government later on.
workers' legitimate anxiety for a rise in' their pur- That'is why it is correct:to ‘danorrice &% unar="
chasing power, The shopkeepers can understand ceptable the government policy which, on the pre-
this position the better because already, while pro- text of®avoiding de Gaulle, is, in shark, carrying
duction has not yet reached the pre-war level and out his policy, which can finally lead only to the
the needs of the masses are immense, signs of a enslaving and oppression of France.

slump var be seen, a2 a result of 3he frine lack ok The working class and the mass of the ‘people of
purchasing power.

is alli i sk to carry out, a task
e prablem of this alliance of the working class F’_““‘F have a tl!mFm%nm ta a
and-]:-}!:: :ﬁddle classes is of the greatest importance.  With mmbnm,Pn,l ,,fl,l.,ﬁm??_ fI'{,:;“n Ez:':i?:m
Official circles know this, and that is why it was '© 80 to the right k]:icj: ?m:d m',l‘f!d stak
hoped in high places that the workers, instead of protactnrari: n which frasdon only be &
ighting factory by factory, achieving bonuses on mcn;nry, kn f.gugﬁol :]::rp q;:myle ould be
duction, would start a general movement which Sorely stricken. ~Bul : ‘em;. ﬁrhv 3 #
Ndihuve heen: used s B BOREY ta wabils e AW thes; fatal Imow{flnannglt f‘,ﬁ‘ﬁg{,’. :., ,:::
iddle class behind reaction and isolate the working :,.? °°m'i:ﬂd:‘ﬂ- hetl‘:;z mcﬁl e
class, the better to defeat it. But the workers mean “:’fe ack to = ek, wihit X ﬂ;e cummu{.im %
to remain masters of their own tactics and not have “l? e zumunor:‘o e
them imposed by their opp the go. ernment

exclusion, - On the question of internal policy, the probla

It had become indispensable to drive the Com- facing France is whether it is the privileged gl
munists out.of the government because their presence ¢ the' masses who, in the end. will pay for
hindered the development of a policy tending to  ©!
deviate towards the right, both in foreign and home
affairs,

In the matter of relations with the peoples of the
French Union,  the Communit Party stood  out
agaiz“dthc SRl in] o a“'d' df& prices to the pre-war period was 837 % at th,
manded the cessation of hostilities, in a spirit o 2 :
absolute loyalty to the principles expressed in the of April, that of wages _VI:':S nn:iy from Shﬁiﬂ :155
new Constitution of the French Republic, On the aceording to grades. These figures s W ot
other hand, the Socialist Party once more showed living cnn_cht:lmns of .t]“: working masses have fall
the difference bLetween words and deeds by sup- while capitalist prohlslwere cr._ms:de!'nhly increage
porting a policy of force inspired by the most de- Moreover, they are trying to hide this fact by ski
testable colonial metheds, which it no doubt con- dissimulation Wthl‘ assists tax evasion,
demned in principle, but carried out in practice, These conditions led the wurke_rs to ask |

[The  Erénch: Comimuniat Pariy, " repisienbing h.onuses on Emc!ucnon. Nu one can dispute the I_
loyalty to democracy as well as the real natjonal timacy and justice of this demand, yet the go

' interest, emphasised that a policy of force towards Ment would not accede to it It was beca%ue
the overseas peoples must finally resilk in i Comm_uh!st ministers defended the workers' i
mining France's position. This would he to the e©sts within the government that they were dri
advantage of imperialists who want to enslave our BUt by President Paul Ramadier on 5th May.

country’s reconstruction.

At the Communist Parly's call, tl_]e workers hold.
ly took up the battle for production. The Je
of French production reached 0% of the pr
figure, but, on the other hand, while the ra

ot o ko e sl e il W

|
{
; country and transform it into an obedient instrument Nevertheless, since then the government The Ramadier government pushed its anti-work- In the inspiring and formidable battle being i
f of their expansionist policy. been forced in self defence to agree to grant bony ing c::!, activity very far by issuing a decree of fought between demoeracy and reaction, a battle q
Mereover, even before the Moscow Conference, °0 Production, because of the workers' calm, requisition against the gas and electricity workers. which, under djf!e:?n: upu.:it-. :‘i:}ﬂl'mﬂ::w ui'l:lt: é
changes could be nated in the conduct of France's determination to enforce their rights, Certainly, this decree has not been applied, !Jm iy e .I'IIHI?;WI Ill',' lﬂlly."“&:" Fi:m: to remain 3

foreign policy. The M.R.P., which had declared its People in high places are always talking abo; is a dangerous precedent which can be used in the of the world political situation, e

desire to hold aloof from all blocs, chose to integ- stable currency, which is good; but they are try 1
1 rate France into a so-callod Weerrs political sys- '0 Present the granting of bonuses on product
i tem. The clearest result of this'js to lose us our rights 2% leading to inflation. This intentional sopl
to reparations and, in relation to Germany, to make tends to give the wrong empha :
rance a card that the poker-players of Washington the security of the franc, wh
Sl they .think fit. a firmer policy for lower prices,
The reconstruction of Fran, g
this policy cares about,
ermany’s economical r

faithful to her revolutionary traditions, must defeat

b i i 1 i bjective and the dom-

So the Ramadier government is following a reaction. That is the great objec -

puli:; tllmn: is B:inr]i?thl'lg to the“right. Governmental inating idea of nnlhogl DELI;Mh mm':nd m:-men
circles, it is felt, desire to earn the confidence and who are concerned about country’s futur

- THE MOUNTBATTEN PLAN

Statement by the Central Committee, Communist Party of Great Britain.

! France is the last thing :
It is more concerned with °PUses on production and ou
evival, under the Sl it profits have considerably jncreas,

tput, for capit
ed recently.

make
A b Le v Blusa had

the international trusts, and foy amms in whi But, th h th it i

- : ; which th + through the weakness of th icy o ' i omic chaos: divorces agricul-

is nothing ‘palhr_'uiarly democratic. e government, which did not wig e E C ist Party d the, p o :t ﬂ“hfem. ec.:ral“l.nm l"ﬂl; cuts across railway
Fgance § interest demanded that in maintaining ":mhth: struggle for lower prie for the partition of India set out in the Mount. tural areas f :

our absolute national independence we should at the end of May, that if, fre !

R e kens India and opens
Plan, and reaffirms its support for the full and e jalist intrigues to play off
endence of a united India. the way h,g:;:&mm ) t

e Mountbatten Plan can provide no final oﬂermﬁm—

full use of the identity
and those of the 1.5,

of the interests of DUF co
5.R. on the matter of

only been 3,39

i . Pt e

ations and security, but quite a diff P JExnT. :bu_n 5.99 in May for retai] e 4 Vel e T e i
‘taken. This is‘a characteristic of the del'?tntup(?:eh ,Yv;! Increase of 2,49 °V::=failzltu]:ﬂcea‘w‘]’:‘];mh & solu ml:. :! ! Pu'rt;m‘. e with throw the
in French policy, 1Rt fgeseitl the sub-continent of India there ). Aokt

Prices b j 3 :
b e P e s

Who can doubt that pres, iti
et Mk S Eitimate are the demands

Te Was exercised from

i ith their own languag
outside to obtain such results ) groups with their o ZUA g

e Busine tions, and it is only through a
politicians from across the Atlantic m:Id:.ﬂl;:iﬂ" ) Mﬂkeov;r, the problem SFE 4 a?m::n‘.ﬁgmliﬁ'- that a real and
":'é’ ffEI:'h and even ;he spiritual powers ;amert;”t?e- comi‘ us Eﬂ‘ some force, ang; t:n%:etm"f]\ it, of the Indian people will he achieved.
ald o e tel Fy one ha i ] A i 4 : 3 3 H g
once, when numrp:;:ml:;‘:::'l l;I_'he Vatican, which  ted bynt . :‘i'::u.“.! lary expenses, ni present promlgd pﬁi’ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ“!
tal, proclaimed that France was Iti: ‘ll:;“” of capi. army, must he r;i'::: do'[ an over-large prol Moslem _Stlm ll;l:‘rﬂl
of the Church, is now turning awa; eldest daughte more fairness cd; on the other, there bour f 3

. ¥ from oy p,
pnaemic, amputated franc and looki Poor,
?"g of the dollar, where the Chufu}:::sd;:mn":: ﬂl.e &
nepmors bttantil upport 8o it cag a0  BUSRID 4 Gonaidiit 28
‘understood that the Vatican's directors shoy] _ under the hmﬁjn' of
ged on lh!J_ faithful a western policy that : And s, ; Fain

_r‘:m-r be an eng to th
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7 o v s ftive i i il hour of I WHO IS STARTING A NEW v NT RACE
2 g i i s A : :
: a Tl;md E‘:JnMrosr;\:{II:?ueTgll'::Io:]rngTsa temporary :E f::s:r:;lr]gu:a and manoeuvres which ; MAJOR-GENERAL M. GALAKTIONOV

cceple 1] i yi - ‘ ; # ;

ETJmppmmisz. Cﬂ!;lgrless ?“9 :’]::d:]_l: :I[ca: T:Elle:‘; employed by reaction to sabotage the establj

will continue to Strive for

of a fully free, democratic and united Indja,

democratic Republic of India,

, - t Party will
' In particuldar, the Communis E
‘ I PRLLE i lete withdrawal of Britigh
All wellvwgher? of g::lr:r:\!:éms \l:"ii] find the paigh for ‘tl!ge comp! E.'r.:n; e f
g Fﬂ;;mzdi "m"‘“‘“‘“ ractieal co-operation, and all military mi
way to the closest possible p t Ty
leading to the Future unity of Indja: F.

THE world has just come through the most At tl-; z;::et:ng of the Security_ CME&
sanguinary and destructive war in history, a iﬂ::‘!m‘z il:tcl : -
r started by the fascist aggressors. The mattans uare) degl g PORMEAL Vit
::nt peace.  They want a durable and “lasEngl A :_':.]gluwmg the E:iw‘;.i:un;:mﬁ i
i isted between the firs itter experien 2 4 '
Pn;m' 2“ n:]thewt‘rrl'g ti::t':xnﬁe peoples ‘cannot My government wa not mpe-l.mpm “;rx
= o ui!ientfl‘:emselveﬁ to a peace that is actually filled in :h_e past generl?nn we ‘ml!h e e
:iihn:repanﬁom for a new war and a race in arms; part in Igre:;n::l ‘l;‘:u::;tu‘nwm s were .
. ment — it putrages their- sense of morality an :E,:rqn pp&hﬁng : might,hlmma“ i “‘ll-‘}l‘“ .
it h i fectly clear what an possess Ha_ﬂ we equate
History h:s r::i:. “"pf:‘::ifentn itself in very both wars might have I:aun.avmﬂu;.“ Moy 5.
an}ln_ment ‘_n; in the excessive piling up of arma- By this refemnoe_lo I:n.st.ur::. 2 !remt s
de nr;te.n“:l"fh; spread of militarism in n!rlm'nﬂnbun- claiming the varr nn:lgntal'.::ll&l;.e. n :l iAo
e inevi : nstrous inflation e must arm for war. o
“f’élhi]ill;r;n °:§::‘:.].§azﬁfs ﬂ:’daw’:;zhraa a heavy l':vmw that the first world war came in the wake of

i ; 8 fitracting
i It will resolutely. oppose the co !
The Mountbatten proposals for speeding up el the establishing of speeial di
i i speclal treaties or = |

the promised transfer of power and for ezt_abllshl‘nrg plaliuns With 1 Fadlah Helnses:
Dominion Governments reveal the deepening cmu; re ;
of the old imperialist rule in India and the P;“"E;‘“ It will demand the f\.é]\.];qnd e lé\ble ,Etgm:ﬁ
advance of the Indian Lberation il T S e B ey y methods agreed y
perialism s c;:mpe“ed to make .tfar—raachmsncu?; i sterlinE FRE nrr(:er -y p‘;D.ru:irEtaF !r.a
cessions, at the same time as it en EAYE i ssible the reconstruction and in ustrialisal
qualify these concessions by the imposition of parti :} lla:dian Ao
tioh, the maintegance of the power of the Princes.
and new intrigies to maintdin a military and
econiamic grip upon the country.

ok

T i

> i Germany, and that
Ith blood is nat flow-  the armament race started by

i lh\:agT:ElféhAWB:“igﬂl:’ﬂdﬂ every arlery¥ the second world war broke out b_enl:;e :];': m_ﬁ:
fgtf“ [il}::nf the nations. y l,-u:: wemf allowed the ppgc:;.hlnﬂ! 1 iy
= ny words to demon- zue of N; swamped " .gmth

. 'wr:lt’-‘l"lf!m::"-:a'f= started by those disarmament in futile and !Et:g-mmnmﬂ :’:ﬂhﬁ"
strate that 5"‘;:ing ‘for war. The examples of yho.e examples show that pi s xrmm does
[‘f[!:]o ,aE-f,,,'.’f:,',’y fascist Italy and militarist Japan ot prevent war: it leads 2 Austin

nr‘e e[re!;h in our memories. These countries L e

1
i o i programme for the general
tically built up their 1 llﬂ_ e s“ or ¢ . !
they Were aggressor countries.

]
Similarly, we shall oppose any attempts o
‘impose unequal economic agreements upon [nd
y i i J velopment of

The establishment of Dominisn Qovernmets  or to interfere in the free develop

even though at present festticred in effectiveness economy.

by the evils of partition, will represent an important o S TR fot i
e Siuths i ot Rl Interim Guvernr encourage rractimmr)" sections in
ment.  The existence and functioning of responsible L :he F“rinces or within Pakistan
Cabinets based oh elected majorities (even though Indi L e
% ¢ 3 ta—to seek British su
for the monient on & restricted franchise and °F A0 part of Ind e h s

i il

x be the primary consid-
e h hat an Tace must . must
= : e o History also, t B £ 0 b of the United Nations .
: id interference for their special ambitions. For dug he hypocritical flag of peace. erations. Members 7
1 ; rted under the hyp S - nces that effective
cumm"na.l electorates) will open the way t0 TpIg interference can only hinder the development of butitd be.‘m . ] have have definite and COTIETELe: asural il
demacratic advance and planned economic any < i R 2 From time Ll Toallis L ') f
social development, I will enable [ndfan tepre- National unity for an All-Indian Union and sovers the old Roman proverb: Si wis pacem para 1
:el!‘lali‘res to ]:arry ‘futth_er forward the Progressive- democratic independence,

role of India in the United Nations,
The fulfilment of these ta

2 entahbakied helore | o
if you want peace, prepare for war—as a pre- arrangements have heen .

s e lans for a reduction of
Al 11, hall work f text to impose, by means of preparing an aggres- mitting themselves to final plans
ove all, we shall wor R

ks will require the #nd economic collaboration

or the clogest political

i a Pax on other nati PEACE  armaments and armed forces. n
. ‘war, == i
between the Biitish ““d  thie Rorike svrosd, jve  Thus Austin is not willing
b ; on the Roman swi L
closest co-operation of all Progressive sectiong of People and the peaple of Iidia on o democratic banepe“e and armament race are mutually exclusive
the national movement and the

working-class'move. 20d equa] basjs in the inter.
ment on a common platform of dem, 3
national freedom,

of armaments as one of the

ests of world peace
ocracy and 2nd world Prosperity. 2

concepts, [If tl\el:c is an armament race limre is no
i . This o odern ¢
}T::I Ir:::qgmhndied in the resolu .n:drn‘pheﬂlhy %

We, therefore, wel
The Indian working-class gy, e s

P e
the new Dominions United Nations General Assembly tion must have as its premise
s Py, the AR d erﬁer_\t. t:\:e Com. Gn\ienémenu in India as allies ang friends of ¢l ¥ \ ments'
mu arty; the “India Trades nion Caopyg d i q " N o)
and the Alllndia Peasant Association, Iiav: ol e L beliewhg that thele i

.1946, on the principles governi “rhe i
and reduction of y
stodd  who have suffered so mye under imperialist
unity  can and will play 5 Breat part in the world
They against the agen |

. : 2tessive  denjandy of British
i in face of American imperialism, 4
communal divisions and antagoiiisins; thay have and progec

; iy ity with the
hd for the strength and security in conformity wi [
: PR Inited Nations,
led the way in the fight to overesime such divigigns L detteracis, E“mml“.ul'iﬁqu -
And they will Jead the way forward in the fighy We Further believe tha Ao :
for a united demoeratie India, based

; ‘and reduction aof
On hationa| advantage of bog, British ang ;:f::'?-“ G e
d voluntary £0-operation of the basis of completa

for and “‘M‘_n‘ﬁ & %
in the forefront as the TEpresentatives of the

of interests of the common pesplé of India,
ave maintained thag unity unbroken

“In’ pursuance of Att. |1 of the Charier
t iew to s

e lit Amrﬂ ‘:
all national roupings, and for full poljt 1 ¢ collal tion | s e Sed e
and social liberation, S b develo‘;:l:a;:l: :iull;-li?i:"’:» g{m to
We in this country have a special res expansion of trade and the f

to see that the transfer of Power shnﬁnﬁ!ﬂt]:':]’

itions to jm, 4§ 100 v
political domihni?:: L}:;u:f:r: _ﬂ:




i inciples :
i nts, the following princiP his does not ;
regulation of armamel of coyrse, thic does RO TE L vemains the stro

nonetheless.  Lastly: the United §

must be observed :

“First, reduction and regulation of &
and armed forces depends primarily upon
establishment of international confidence,
“'secondly, on completion of interna
ments for collective security. .
rments should, therefore, be com
practical measures to reg
are actually adopted. . .
of an effective system of international control ar
verification must precede the adoption of any 838 i
tem for the regulation and reduction of armaments.  that the

This is just as in'the
Nations: talk of collective security runs par
with actual increase of armaments. And

lines never meet.

In considering the armament race which has
already begun, it is necessary to
peculiarities of the present situation. Hardly two
years have elapsed since the en

ant munitians of war.

ulate or reduce armaments

NIST REVIEW

commu

last year'

for th
maments ments,
5 : the in the world

and,
jonal arrange- it
'ﬂ?zsn arrange- - date machines.

pleted before any It is gquite w

Thirdly, the establishment

days of the League of the security of

sight of when examining the problem of general jmmense military

regulation and reduction of armaments.

It was on the initistive of the Soviet Union
that the guestion of reducing armaments was raised.
Thereby our country, demonstrated its géenuine
desire for universal peace and security. It is pre- and are spending vast sums on scientific reseal
cisely in the present condition of affairs that the
question of general regulation and reduction of
armaments, which assumed enormous proportions
during the war, acquires particular urgency. Since
the General Assembly adopted its resolution, the
Soviet representatives have been energetically in-
sisting in the Security Council that it be put into

effect without delay.

people for enduring peace was reflected in the dras-

. tic reduction of the allocations for military expendi-
ture in its budget; they now amount to only 18
per cent of total expenditure.

The attitude of the American and British rep-
resentatives in the Security Council testifies to a
diametrically opposite position, namely, a refusal to
accept a general regulation and reduction of arma-
ments at once, without delay.

time armaments.

It is quite clear that the United Si
1o preserve the advan el
~ during th This

e desire of the Soviet

in armaments it attained

GHEAE M Ssar & laih gt
nfﬁ:minmur.dnﬁ

s $6,500 millien to 54,400 million.

has no desire to reduce
energetic measures

nderstandable that, retaining tl
major positions in the
States could consent to a
from its war i s

s :\[;‘t‘eyr il], this is a huge army, bearingin mind, first
United States has no reason to Worry. ab
its land frontiers, and, second
allel that before the war it had a regular army of 174,000
the parallel men. America was also .
to give up compulsory rmllta‘ry service and.. to coun|

upon filling an army establishment of this size
bear in mind the voluntary recruitment. ; -
In spite of all this, in the new fiscal year milita
d of the war, During  appropriations to the vast surg o'f more than $11,0
the war, the countries of the United Nations that million are comcmph}ed‘ which represent neaj
took an active part in the fight against Hitler Ger-  one-third of America's total budget expenditu
many and imperialist Japan were compelled by force In the budget d
of eircumstances to create huge armies and abund- committees it wa
This fact must not be lost content of the people with the heavy burden thi

s revealed how great is the dis

; i b Mt & Communiat. thing that | do relative to art gives me great joy."

: : expenditures nm?us po Yet in the “Tribune,”” 6/8/46, Derek Karton, And of p —b is pi — “They
\V!utc placing every obstacle in the way o a French writer, while paying a tribute to Picasso take what they can and where they can. . . They 3
reduction of armaments, the American militarisl as a man, made the following statement : make everything in their own image, from God to B

are endeavouring to maintain industry in a state
readiness for a mass-seale production of armamen

for the invention of new weapons and the per
tion of old ones.

All these measures for the retention and increass they found themselves." Now for the two questions | mentioned earlier.
of armaments are designed to back expansion I do not agree with Karton's statement as First, st is art? Here is my definition: “Art
plans of the United States: the creation of a. reported in the ' Tribune,” but for the is that icular quality hed to the products
of military bases in areas located thousands of mil it will serve to ill the profound contradic- i ‘of man, which

from her frontiers, the military measures in Ca
Japan, China, lran, Turkey, and Greece, the
memberment of Germany; and so on. §
As to Great Britain, her desire is to presefs
and enlarge her naval and air arms in the i
place. The new budget pravides for an expent
on the air force of £213,000,000, which is &
000.[.)00 more than the wartime expenditures
4 ﬁenf.“ure on the army is cut; its size is redue
AR still remains at the very high
concern of the United States and Creat Britain g::‘o. -1'2 ! ﬂ.i]l}q men, Conscription ir “g “‘::3 in
retain and partly even to increase theit major war. REACEEINR, Dﬂ
. mons on the national service bill re
intense dissatisfacti
'}:'hl gdrnmh of mil
it orced to make a ce
e ﬂ_‘ik_?mmmm.,%?: infraduced an

imply any reduction of sations levelled at the mainten .1,_.“;1 British

in many coun that w!p'e not former enemies and
the ']:H:gh_ e_xpendlhll'; t]}':iaﬂ:nmi!s.

The criticism whicl e new armam is from angle that one
policy is meeting both in Great Britain E:::dmﬂ‘:: wnl::n: tgrnb; the Ms:rﬁm
United States indicates that it ie causing serious alarm  on the Security Council in the discussion ol
among the masses. Past experience teaches that to effectuate the General Assembly's resolutio an
armament races can never lead to any good, and generai lation and reduction of .

PICASSO AND THE ARTS UNDER CAPITALISM
JOHN OLDHAM i

TO many Communists Picasso is pugzling,. They form his paintings take, almost all have an un-

consider his art obscure and unintelligible. mistakeable touch of magic, a sureness about them

Yet Picasso all his life has had a great love of that is salisfying and exciting. He paints objects

!‘_“'.'"'.’.“7- In his early painting of the "Blue”” and as he thinks and feels them, by no means as he

Pink” periods, it was from the ordinary people sees them. . . Like all really first-rate artists Pi-

that he drew his inspiration. Then, when Franco casso is above classification. He is, I think, the
6!{;&::& the demacratic forces in Spain, far from spirit and moving force of our epoch.”

its air force, and is tal
to equip it with the mosta;

field of armaments, the Uni
certain reduction of |
time strength to 1,070,000 my

lso able for the time bej

hinking that the artist is “above” politics, he Picasso has quite definite views about himself
ontributed much of his fortune to assist'the Span- and his art. Interviewed about 1930, he said : 1
ish Government, and used his art to attack and “l am not a pessimist. | do not hate art, for
expose the fascists. He played an heroic part | could not live without consecrating all my hours

in France during the occupation. And now he is to it I love it as the total aim of my life. A

ussions in the Senate and Ha

“But having said this one must still add that & picture. That is why the patron is the destroyer
both the Picassos and the Massons suffer fatally of painting.” &
from the 40 years of barren experimentation with From the above it is clear that Picasso has a :
form in which the most talented artists have in- very great reputation as an artist, and that he is ;
1 dulged in their despair with the world in which sincerely devoted to his art

Hon that appears fo exist between Picasso as a and intellectual stimulus dis &mm%
man and Picasso as a painter. ~ use-value of the work.” Visual art is the art wl
We cannot estimate Picasso and his work with. includes all man-made objects intended to

¢ some clarity on two fundamental questions:— i > sense of sight — that

ccialy = the o

e debate in the House of

on prevailing in the
itarism.  The gover:
rtain concession ta pu
amendment to the
1y service from eig
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662 COMMUNIST REVIEW September,
li h worker does a simple open

\aqﬁmll:\jg :'::g‘:rsﬂ:faﬂne hand for the whole
working life. ‘
For the artist — and by artist 1 a]aa‘ mea
artist-handicraftsman — the advent of capitalism

September, N
in the class struggle, for their problems eant
o i mﬁ&n bt plio b g sy Gould
When an artist comes to the lass struggle, when B Communists| Feal,
he makes t! e.ﬁnla important step :ni’juininig__xh.g Kt hatred for satial oppression

music, we would not dream of making the same
demand of our composers. Ry
Painting is a visual art, dealing Pwdf’m',"“nlly
with he sense of sight. Music is an art de‘a;m;;e :Se
most exclusively with another of our senses, the 5 i f labor w;
of hte:rin:. Pa)i.nling draws its inspiration E"’m,thg the ac¢E|E!ZIhUOT‘ o) ';?;:t:;‘:zifzgnscientiéis ﬂ:.d
e e :hishimp]i:alim: me: ﬂ?tril:. w?:eazsﬁz‘]“tn capitalism, and science yeur
i way, on a fat surface, with colors, tones, gineers 3 PR 3 £ i i i i
;:ilg‘i!ug SRE abits, . Theteils o efniereris=ont Uriged an Spomioys “"‘z“l‘fi ie[‘:r:f‘ w‘é’a;':g‘lll‘:; ment in form and miethod. Frem now on; you must - ;‘f 'lea ’:E:‘E::iﬁ‘:ﬁ:" mﬂ%‘:‘ e
colors, based on the colors we detect in nature, and a luxury. In the words L mither to i ptodiice only C ist hovses, Ce ist ma-  knowledge and purer emotion will advance youf
these colors have a range within themselves from hostile to art.” The artiat has eithex 1o take a_ s chines and Communist chairs and tables,” re v
dark in tone to light. The composer, whether of ful” job in |ndu5!r3{ ag desc\:lbei ak Dvhe F!fdsla e 4
songs or instrumental music, draws his inspiration in a garret. Many artists who g'd“ tlaica tia TEEREEEE
from the world around us, but interprets it in terms of job became woutcasts fr{:'-m ourgeois a‘?m‘i:yl Were
sound, using an instrument (either human or other- treated as USt_!leS‘B. and 9|lght]d}' quﬂhﬂ'- DT[’ of art, 3
wise) which gives him a range of nates from which ins{ea(ll of_belng incorporated in ti E‘B;ﬂle'ﬂ Process
he may select those he requires for his composition. of social life, were relegated to specia mus:um-lakg
The notes are based on the sounds we detect in structures called ga“]lcrles. standing apart from the
nature, They range from high pitch to low, from life of the community. ’
soft tone to loud.

munist Party let's accept him as we aecept any other #
skilled trndesrqgn. We don't say to carpenters, or 5 t the free mﬂm
ironworkers: “From now on, you must not experi:  If ﬁ“ do, then you will, | an

L
aims at.

ark.
: - EGYPT AND THE SUDAN
3 ,NORMAN FREEHILL 22T e
ERNEBT BEVIN, ::1038,;1 in glﬁhlna' armor for all gv'u‘i-lnq?ea, amongst & host of other things, the

that rep; cy and iide- “minor” matter of British subjugation of y
|§endence. having thumped a few tables to pieces, and the Sudan.

Capi!alisn}’ was hostile to art, and conversely art-
If a musical composition is just an arrangement ists became hostile to capitalist society. They soughf
of notes which brings out fully the quality and beauty  a solution to their problems by retiring into an ivery!

almost in tears at the obstinacy of the Egyptians. Nokrashy Pasha succeeded  Sidky Pasha
stinacy about the Sudan. Obstinacy about the Prime Minister. He heads a Government whic

i

: ritish keeping their army in Egypi represents only the extreme right wing of Ezyptian o

of the notes themselves, and which doesn't attempt tower, became obsessed with personal problems, . M. Bevin is_sentimental abast “the way being  reseti .ﬂm lii (Bourdenla) patty.. ti e
to represent anything exactly from life, we can still It was into this environment that Picassa was left free for Sudanese independence.” Abgut the WA ED: a5t e Ry & Govas &
admire it even though we are not great students of born. [t has been in an environment of decaying British Army in Egypt Mr. Bevin has not the same ment. In the Sydney Morning Herald of M
music. But if one of our painters makes a composi- capitalism that he has spent the whole of his creative smoke-screen material of sentimentality, 22 was a nauseating arkicle on Nukm!zf lec i
tion of colors and tones which brings out fully some  |ife. Mr. Bevin wants the Sudan to continue its “Eaypt la By Her Warthiest Son, in which .
quality of the colors and tones themselves, and does- L

Despite the fact that Picasso was not fully con-

present independent course (under British control)  was said: “His two noted characteristics are his
scious of what was going on around him, | believe.

n't attempt to represent anything exactly from life, with the right to complete independence “when the honesty and courage.”

some people say: “What's he ing at? Can't

] 4 i much of his work reflects very effectively the an- time s ripe'’ (B’i“{’“ monepoly eapital to decide What might be said of Nokrashy it that he l%

he paint things as we see them? archy, horror and cruelty of capitalism in decay, ; when the time is ripe). =~ i i better than Sidky. Just as it might be said o
I am not advocating that our painters should As far as they are interested in art, the capital- b e dxsr:nsa d thi ?d‘ 3 H’ 3 nﬁ‘—— Lucky Luciano that he is he“ﬂ lfulﬂ Ai_ Capone,

all go abstract. That would be a catastrophe. But e wih it to be ordere], romantic, express Beyer iepresentative of the an °§°D g Nokrashy reads the Bevin-Sidky-hatched pro-

just that when we see an abstract painting by any heauty, gloss over ugliness. Picasso r t'p d to sub- tries and agent of Br i lism—in Decem-

painter, let us approach it with sympathy and an i p e Te e e

e tocol as he wants tor Complets uhity with Egypt
ject himself to the li R g ; ber last, In return for this T'tl.uh my—an: e .
Bpen mind, 0ot canderms it with ignorarice and tit mself to the lies and deceit involved in l:h. ;

5 sl so that the unselfish feudal i‘l;mf,g and boutgecisie
Qidice: sort of painting. ) Cansl. - This. Wil o;l y you : ¢ This eute ﬂt:h:ni!iu ik Buvil ie elepery Sl
Now for our second question: “What effect d One of the objects of Picasso was to brea a nice, handy position fram whi can * tached to the protocol, @ string which be thought
capitalism have on art and the artist?" One mzi: through the romantic vision or conception of pain| again to protect your lﬂlf&i&m ouft, ﬁrﬂ‘ was sufficiently long to bolt the Sudan door to
significant result of capitalism which greatly affected Eg d"?“de,d down to us from the immediate past. coursel—should your .}f‘;‘f ectuals, wotkers | Eeypt or unbolt it to Britain, as circumstances might'
the arts was the enormous extension of the division nd in this he achieved his object. His success hi ke too this d 1

N

of labor. During feudalism many of the useful oh. been an inspiration to other arts, particularly archi

14l siiger : A
talk which is Aoating around the world, S : L SR

jects needed by man were works of art produced by !=¢lure: That is why I cannot agree with the ch This ga s’ker—‘lﬁm_ b:ﬁ‘ ; A ‘ L -

individual craftsmen. Crockery was made by the 5C\¢7Tisation of the work of this painter by Katton “115 ky Pt was s

potter on the potter's wheel and so on. The Vel ";quy years of barren experimentation with faid] e ; e i

man could take a joy and & pride in the work of s true that during those forty years Picasso to the

his own hands. What happened when capitalis  ©*PEfimenting with

f T t tl)ese ex| -ﬂ' en!
orm, by per| ts
took over? To quote Marx : ¢ far From barren, 5

“While simple co.operation leaves the mode of
working by the individual for the most part un-
nhlngr:d. manufacture thoroughly revolutionises el should be carefy]
and seizes labor power by its very roots, It converts :ln artists, should be
the laborer into a erippled monstrosity, by forcing his stand their subject before
detailed dexterity at the expense of a world ofpra: | ooiriat terms. By lthiy

ductive capabilities and instincts. . . The knowledge, %Mets should h

Communists naturally wish o
see great
g:emes expressed in warks of art; but [ %a i

t esitate to cyilicj p
judgment, and the will, which, though in evergg v 1F-an artist iudulg;";nq;:f:f Bl
| a degree, are ised by the inde . _ml_ulv?rmmmﬁ, it W
them to e 10) e b e
3 1A |



COMMUNI

British troops from Egypt “unconditionally. [n
this he was consistent, as British Governments have
been making the same promise since 881! And
the Foreign Office maintained its eensistency |?J‘
ignoring Attlee’s promises, just as it has done Bevin's,
when such promises cut across Imperialist interests.
The troops are still in Egypt! =

'he Executive Committee of the British Com-
munist Party expressed its opinion of Attlee’s pro-
mise re Egypt (and other colonial and dependent
countries) in these terms: “The subject people are
not deceived either by specious constitutional re-
forms or by declarations of sham independence,
which seek to deflect the demand for freedom, but
which leave unchanged the real substance of power,
the fact of military occupation and the economic
relations which are the essence of Imperialist dom-
ination,'"

The statement specifically demanded (inter
alia) the complete withdrawal of troops from the
Sudan and Egypt.

All Mr. Bevin's word-spinning cannot hide the
fact that the Egyptian people do not want the
British armed forces; cannot hide the fact that
Britain has armed forces in Egypt for protection
of its_Imperialist interests in Sudan, Egypt, Leba-
non, lransjordan, Irak, Iran, India, and Africa.

s ‘the influential London “Eeconom di-
cated clearly early in the discussions, in is
adamant about the Sudan and Egypt. Egypt
(said the “"Eeonomist””) must be adequately de-
tended “against any congueror wishing to tamper
with its riches and with the many British [mperial
interests which lie just beyond,”

So tao with the Sudan, for British finance
capital keeps a grip on Sudan's revenue and British
industrialists and their Indian offshoots take 66 per
cent. of its cheaply-produced raw products (chiefly
cotton).

“The Economist's” eold-blooded declaration of
Imperial gangsterism makes Mr. Bevin's task of
"exp]ainilg" a little difficult.

However, his thumps and rants for Sudanese
independence (“when the time is tipe”) are equal-
led only by the altruism and high-mindedness of
thes Egyptian feudal landowners and bourgeoisie,

he Sudanese (they say, without table thumps)

must be given the right to ally themselves with

their economic, social and blood brathers of the
Nile Valley! £

“We just could not face the British People if
we failed to guarantee the Sudanese that independ-
ence which means so much to them,” says My,

evin, ! /
“We _wuuld ;tart h‘?ck aghast at oyr
Ing consciences if we did not insist o
anese brothers being linked | with “:._o_::ys‘:at
tian bourgeoisie,
i,  fiction, star-distant in each

fac is that the Britsh Imperiglta. o]
cudal and war-profit-bloated
italists cannot agree 1o split the rich
elon between them, ¥
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/hy don't they? For tWo main reasomnss

heing!:{.,n[radictiany inherent in ﬁ‘?"“*‘.h’m- &

First contradiction is that which is expy

in the antagonism between the Imperialist P,

in their fight for territory, for sources gf
materials, for markets. i g :

To that clash of economic interests is ad|
the second contradiction, “the antagonism betw
the handful of ruling c|v1hscd_ nations and
hundreds of millions ‘Df corw_uaJ anr:l‘ depﬂhdm!
peoples of the world,” In this case “dependeng!
Egypt and “colonial” (under a mask of the con,
dominium) Sudan.

And the moves for independence in b?th Sudan
and Egypt are rampaging these dcmocrat:tf‘days.

Out of exploitation and oppression by “a ruliy
‘civilised’ nation,” has aricen in Egypt and the.
Sudan a class of proletarians . . . . I
intelligentsia, the awakening of a national cg
sciousness, the strengthening of the
movement.

Current history brings out with stereeseapi J
sharpness those Leninist truths. "

Sections of the colonial bourgeoisie at times
even forget their long-range economic interests
in the bitter, burning shame of past oppression.

For the British Imperialists have made little
pretence of hiding their domination of both Egypt
and the Sudan. Incident after incident in Egypt's
history since the 'Sixties has shown how insolent
has been the rule of the Effend;.

Some of these incidents have eaten like acid
deep into the consciousness of the people. The
British Government admitted in the House of
Commons on May 15, 1919, that about |,000
Egyptians had been killed because of the killing
of some soldiers and a British officer who, earlier,
had been responsible for the death of an Egyptial

Let us glance briefly backward at the Sudan
Sudan was freed for British capital—and democ:
racy, of coursel—in 1898, Australia of th
days, saturated with the methe, spirit of imp
. Sent a contingent. The batile for Sud,
was frightfully tough) But democratic mach
€uns and cannon and civilized armies trium

over the spears of the barefooted harba
Sudanese,

»,

half-cen

September, 1947

“The Sudan is divided
presided over by an | | or G 2
responsible to the Governor. eneral, who is nomi.
nally responsible to the Khedive (now King) of
Egypt and to the King of England; actually re-
sponsible to nobody, unless, it be to the British
.C 1]’\‘:6::!0 li" ié‘ theory, one of the
foreign Consuls-General, and, in reality, -
sentative of the British Gov, t, ;’;ﬁ::. Sanre

paper Al Balagh” commented dr
was the British way of *
the right freely to decide their future,”

the Government of Emt." s

A little cotton-ginning was the onl industry al-
lowed the Sudanese. Main activity w:. and f.u\:
cotton growing of the big English monopoly, the
Sudan Plantation Syndicate.

Sudan is not a colony. (This statement always
wins a laugh in the Sudanl) It is ruled under a con.
dominium which provides for joint rule by England
and Egypt. (This statement always wins a laugh
in Egypt!) : % :

Sudan is dry in the north, has a huge Tich agri-

‘u]eural area in the south, but, most important, within

ts area lies the source of the White Nile, chief
wealth-giver to the lower Nile irrigation areas. And
the flooded and irrigated narrow strip of highly fer-
tile land along the banks of the Nile is _Eg?r_ The
rest of Egypt isn't even good building sand.

But the Sudan has other great importance to Mr.
Bevin's masters: it has a Red Sea coastline.

As Douglas Wilkie said in Sydney “Bun,”
23/9/46: "'Britain has economic and strategic inter-
ests in the Sudan, plus an obligation to the Sudanang.
who are less likely to get a square deal from .thmls

Now (August 11) comes word of a strike of
7,000 Sudanese railway workers, With the work-
ers allied to the Sudanese intelligentsia and nation-
alist bourgeoisie the Sudanese may decide to do
their own deciding. i

The Egyptian landholders have their eyes to the
rich land in the south and their thoughts on the
control of the Nile head-waters which are the life.
blood of Egypt. In addition, the war-nourished
Egyptian industrialists, now frz ntic for markets, and
realising that their exploited, poverty-stricken peas-
antry cannot absorb loeal industrial production, are %
lEr.mki!\g to the Sudan and elsewhere in the Middle |

ast. E

But British finance-capital also has its eyes on 3
the land (it has its hands on it anyway!) and on o -

an as a market. British finance-capital also
has its thoughts on the contrel of the Nile waters,
realising full well that this means the control of
Egypt.

Nokrashy Pasha borrowed in June last a well-
worn red bogey from his Turkish feudal friends
and ‘sent a shiver up the spine of the US. State
t as a preliminary to asking for “a sub-

Egyptian neighbours than their British
(Oppressors!  Tch, tchl) 5

Over the past 10 years or so a nation: move-
ment has emerged in the Sudan—the Graduates’
General Congress. Formed with Briﬁﬁ approva
and pursuing for some time a progressive -
lionaf policy (it has built more ﬂ_ﬁtg-‘_on 'R_!I'!Il_ﬂﬂh
since its formation) it has striven mghmmlm iﬁﬂ;
acy. These efforts won for it place )llﬂle‘hﬂl o
g danese and allowed it to move to a pol
hich, in 1941, could d_eman_d
i ment by

PP

stantial loan.” -~ According to that paper “Al Nida"
“Negotiations have made definite progress. Ezypt
has acc d the Ameri dition by which a
special position in the piehucﬁ of the Canal Zone
will be granted to the US.A. i eks
Disturbing to Egyptian and British bourgeoisic
is that t! workers are gathering s
Hundreds tried to prevent nl_?phu:ko

the Dutch liner at ) ;
Herald |1l3'?:'7)'anﬁ— mwmmdm
of widening union and political activity.
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TASKS OF AUSTRALIAN SC]ENTISTS-

H. G. HIGGINS, B.Sc. (Hons.)

Septemb

September, 1:9.4.7

~ how brown coal can solve the
Victoria; our foresters must show
resources have been %0 depleted, and
utilisation can be

* problem in development of union |

Suitimber 1009 unfoniam: of an
e f how rational Such devel it will
achieved; oy architects must

and

workers’ struggles in critica 1_pnindq,_, vill i
f war, and the voice of Wall Street daes not D“r:]omte::mn:ui}:m:::,“ to o_lss_-oleta bml&iy‘g codes; the pious efforts of right-wing pol‘itm“ie_lh"wwhg; s
NEVER before in ouy history have 5\|5F1.urg8n-l :..)nhearlct s v - eur c‘:jn:is. Paign for the eradication of ers, and
tasks in the social sphere confronted Austra tuber

Many more =xamples could be cjred,
Sometimes it will be difficult to fing even a partial
salution of a problem withouy making it clear that
the means of production must he publicly owned.
A socialist Australia could well become the hap-
piest place on earth,

he social aims

i 2 i for defence of g
Any legitimate preparations

. t moment B 1 £
LJ\?n sul:nf“ﬁ( “m}l;e” T ar‘\ttht‘r'ai;‘iz:i‘:ie:l‘:c been country will [r‘ej [_aml,\hhe s‘uppo:;i ga:?’l;:l‘t:lu.’

Gitie oE o Rerifps, has Aps i 1 s Juring the war ag: i
i ¢ scientists. b sm, 3
hengx equipped to meet the challenge, but much T e L) hlm[;[,’ln. fuilly, V\:{thln_ thel
el 82 fie decamplishd serviees and in civilian capacities. Théeir whale
efforts were directed towards the application tq

to
from among staff members, £
One significant trend is the evident desire for
era the various economic argan-
itatiun-.b::hieh has beenbcallgd Mm pnnup:]f ally
on the is of securing better conditions of em-
ployment generally for scientific and technical work-
M .

Recent wild and irresponsible allegations against
certain scientific individuals and organisations are

i i joint action, and exchange
military purposes of established scientific prineiples, T delibexllizix.?:ﬂ::‘i:‘i’; l;efe]:hemA:Jh:- :ﬂ- utual &::Eum?ns. joint ac n.u“y n o
eceping with the generally strained widljdne e That was the urgent task then, but in the ~changed tralian Association of Scientific Workers, and. this = the hand of any body of workers in negotiations
ween world reaction and science, Imperialism conditions of to there must be a re-initiation of circumstance has probably beep, responsible for Mr.,  with ployers. It is ible, for le. to |
monapaly capitalism, needs the services pf scjanpe fundamental r and a re-orientation of jjy 3 Abbolt’s attacks upon this Very reputable body. He discover anomalies in salaries paid for similar ser- ]
e "nology far its very  existence  (in o weplication towards Rililing the needs of ghell

matter how unstahle a form); on the ather hand
it fears the irresistible march of human knowledge
and ingenuity, which will inevitably be a deter-
mining materjal tactor in the fnal elimination of
class socjety.

resents the existence of an organisation of men and vices, and these can wﬂlﬂ
women, of many political views, wheo nevertheless level, to improve the lot of some nmplmea.Ns?w i
ave this in common: that they seek a fatisfactory thus to strengthen the organisation.  In N, 5 A
lution of the problems besetting science as a part  last year a move was made towards the e_[g:l.: i
f society generally. Interest ip these matters is lishment of a Federation of Su:n;.:il: am-lnt = !
extending in a healthy way to other Organisations  nieal Associations; in V]_r.lnn: lad i:, mpnu_“ 1
concerned primarily with the economie conditions joint discussions are being le _be m‘&"ﬁﬂ’n_ : g
of technical workers. leading mmnhﬁc}nd;echn.lua_ ums:l‘n& et & ;
This brings us to a consideration of our u.uks mittee of Ted'mlcil] ssociations has
in the economic sphere. The scientific trade unions  for their perpetuation.

used to raise the
people.

It is not impossible that
edalted status may seek to implicate a wide gf

of scientific workers in Projects quite remote frg -
defence, at the behest of those cireles in the United
States which constitute the only real threat to Peace
in the woyld today. [f suceessful, their unwelcame
attentions would ecast 5 pall of secrecy over many
of our laboratories, with the attendant threats of

“military scientists'"

Not only does imperialism depend largely on
science in ita guest for super-profits in those perinds
of uneasy "normality”  between the recurring,
enlarging cycles of war and economic crisis which
have been parnt and parcel of jis existence, but

ive activities have more than a |
s : ;s dire penalties for trumped-up breaches of official such as the FST.W., the AAA.E_S;]D-A“ ]ﬂl! un‘g?:f:;nd:::l:i;niﬁm and are to be en

I mow seeks to conscript science into I e Experiences in Britain and Chitidh CS.LR.O.A., are developing apace and are LALVSRNE )] " ientifs il

service of its war ajms Such an attempt involves

a denial of the ereat tradition of scientific freedom
of the unfettered interchange of jdeas and results
without which development must be stifled.
These contradictions have not sprung up sud-
denly since the development of the atomic bomh;:
they have been a part of the system of imperialism
and have grown with it. The release af nuclear
energy, however, hag sharpened the antagonisins,
and has made them apparent to the majority of
scientific workars, Thay is why  broad front can
be built up agains: the imperialist War-mongers;
altacks on scientists are attacks againat a| pro-
gressive forces, including the working class,
Some of the more subtle stooges of monepoly
capitalism, those bejter experienced in distortion
and suppression of facts, realise that excesieg of
the kind indulged in by M. Abbott under parlia-
mentary privilege will tend to alienate the support
of the masses. Far instance, a repart of Mr. Ab.
bott's criticism of Sir David Rivetr's remarks gt
Canberta on the necessity for freedom in seientific
esearch appeared i
lailies. imila
lefeat of My,

f Mell
e had
ked

® same press publicity as his earljer
Was even turned on by sections af

rs,

more ofte,
j :;‘nim terests for swhor,

ore not lacking of +Gor With better Jiyjng 2"
s are. n_ot._ nﬂli.n.: .o_l._ Our geologists qd%e;?

have shown that such frame-ups are not confined
to regimes such as those of Hitler or Truman,

For scientists, too, the struggle against secrecy
will be integrated with other proposals, such as
the development and egpansion of research inte
nuclear physies in Australia. Whereas a Yyear ago
we viewed these problems of secrecy, military
contral, atomie diplomaey, ag vitally important hut
rather remote, we now find them knocking at enr
own back daor.

Parlicnlar!y significant s
ment of Sir Davig Rivett, | o, as chairman | of
the Cauncil for Scientific and Industrial Reseagy, |
Presumably speaks for that 1 e
nsither C.SLR. por the Universiy;
cated in Preparations for
sentiments wil] certainly £
amongst the majority of ),
tutions,

The full uge of science and tech
come automatically under
indeed it capn never he goh
struggle, in whick scientis
1018 must play thei

the forthright state-

dggressive war, 8,
nd the widest support
e workers in those ilﬂ_t“l-

nology does not
a capitaljst economy—
ieved. Only a cans
19 as well as adm
' PATh can Jead”

with T
ton can bg

ing a real part in the general stry, gle l.:nf_ the em-
¢ ;:iguyed clas:es for better wages nnJ‘:nndmu_n:. The
economic interests of the middle class g_eneg-]l)f.
and of scientific and technical wnlkm‘m parti-
cular, are becoming ever more closely ld‘ennhe;_d
with those of the industrial workers. This basic
fact must be brought home to the members of t.hj
scientific unions, and ready mip[,mrl_mﬂ bt Flm_nt
for its general ; r.ieaql_te‘. il resist-
ance from a few “senior scientists” who Ace jsce.
trievably committed to the bourgeois system a

its ideology. =

2 l%i:remi’n room in these organisations for the

s, who

couraged by all

desire to forge the closest unity with the great g

working class in its struggle for emancipation. i
Scientists have grave responsibilities in h
present period, and only by meeting d:em consci-
iously and | '.vcan;.hey L mg:
ting the growing threut_n a new
::h E:m intellectuals, anti-Semitism, and i
out offensive of the capitalist class mﬁ Com.
munists form too familiar a | to
[ixintly.nndthammtmmmm:ﬁum_ to e
them must be put fortl_a by
-effect of fascism upon science
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they are all subject to varying degrees of anti-

Semitic prejudice and outrage). |

This does not at all mean that the Jewish people
i If the condi-
tions are favorable they can, and in fach, they are
doing so today. Two new nations, Jewish nnt!lo::

jan,
There is nothing extra-
The emergence of
etc.)
provides an historical parallel; the Ausnnliansrand
Canadians exhibit all the necessary characteristics

cannot form themselves into nations.

are now in process of formation, one in Bira-Bid
the second in Palestine.
ordinary in this development. 1
the “new British nations” (Canada, Australia,

of nationhood. e

What are the characteristics, the pre-conditions,

of nationhood?

Modern nations, says Stalin, are the product
of rising capitalism. He defines a nation: "A
histarically-evolved stable community of language,
territory, economic life and psychological make-up
manifested in a community of culture.”” He pointed
' out that every nation "is subject to the law of change,
it has its history, its beginning and end.”

The question, What is a nation?—was of fun-
damental significance in the Russian Revolution.
About half the total population of Tsarist Russia
consisted of subject nations and peoples. The Jewish
question naturally occupied a prominent place, Were
the Jews a nation? Should they (i.e., the Jewish
workers in Tsarist Russia) have their own political
party? The various anti-Marxist viewpoints of that

1 pre-1917 period (and sincel) are well summarised
in the following definition of a nation by Otto Bauer,
a leading theoretician of the reformist Second Inter.
national: “A nation is the aggregate of people bound
;n:u 4 community of character by a community of
ale.

Stalin made the following devastating answer :
'We thus have a community of national char-
acter based on a community of fate and not neces.
sarily connected wilh_ community of territory,
language or economic life,
“But what in that case remains of the nation?
What national community can there he among
p'eople who are economically disconnected, inhabit
dﬁtrmt territories and from generation to gener-
ation speak different languages?
: f‘inuel speaks of the Jews as a nation, although
t_hcy‘ have no common language'; but what ‘com-
munity of fate' and national cohesion can there be,
g‘:r instance, h:tweep the Georgian, Daghe:tanjan.
_ ‘_i_\tnu_lnaat.ldhAll'mepLan Jews, who are cumplcte]_;:

e ol o s o
~ "The Jews enumerated
same economic and political |

P ST R dA

ndoubtedly lead the
ife as the Georgians,

hesta : an respectiv
- and in the same cultura] atmosphere as the ]nt:eh;:

this cannot but leave a definite j i i
~ natienal character; if there ilI a lmpae:t:m:;:g.r
ﬂn-mhff it is their religion, their common o
of E:ti_onl] character. All :

on. But how g 0
o hP_.- S0 5, llm seriously maip.
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tained that petrified religious rlilm and f“““&-
chological relics affect the ‘f'dl_ﬂ of these Jew.
powerfully than the living social, economic and:
tural environment that surrou ids them? And
only on this assumption that it is generally possik
to speak of the Jews as a single nation. 3

“What, then, distinguishes Bauer's nation frg
the mystical and self-contained ‘national spirjg
the spiritualista? "

The foregoing explains the critical attitude
the Communists towards Zionism. Communism
gards prejudice against Jews (also against othey
minority groups and peoples, against foreign peopls
etc.) as the product of the class struggle—in brief,
the need of the oppressors to find new victims and
to produce a scapegoat. The solution of the Jewish
problem must therefore be regarded as part %E the
general solution of society’s problems, namely, the
united struggle of the forces of Labor and dem !
racy against capitalism. The only real hope for
persecuted minority group is to ally itself activel
with the militant progressive movement, and in turn,
the latter must protect the minority group suffering
persecution because of their religion, race or nation-
ality.

Zionism, however, sought the solution of the
Jewia-h problem mainly, one might say entirely, with-
in Jewry itself; its specific answer was to be the
creation of Palestine as a Jewish State which would |
be tbe “national home of world Jewry." This con-
ception derived from the “mystical’’ interpretation
of the Jews as a ||a§in|1 Zionist leadership has been
hqurgeo::‘ bourgeois nationalist. This explains its
orientation an British imperialism following the Bal-
{Pﬁr Declaration of 1917 which promised the estab-
illsal.g":::( oji.a nzrll‘t‘mr{a! home for Jews in Pa]cstifw:
SRS, i oyt o e
reliance D:Britain :n l::e :?:r:appnfjer;m“i‘;l:ec{ _fi‘.om
of Truman and Vandenberg‘ eI
COmm.unlsls differentiat
the conscious or uncon
s et o he it
now. numbcrinsg%l]l)?]Heﬂw”hdﬂe:tlemm y
sult of savage p:rszéur' et 2 i eotirely o

1on in capitalist countries,

e between Zionism,

of it, which denies equivalent rights to

Population. Further, the ¢]y ioni

the establishment of uuen:;:: a:xq'?:’v:iouﬂl?:ﬁlt:{"m::sla
normalise”™ the position of Je
played into the hands of antj
agents of imperialist reaction,
home in Palestine wil] be a nati

the Jews in that country, Ti“m.t the fz
that the Jews of al) lands cn:nll.it’l.l:g :ﬂ n

leads 1, i : t
Jeiir: “g_n:??:ml%h:‘.?‘ anti-Semitic slande

&)
Jewish Au_m' i “‘
sl

Aewish peop]
nationality, and
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2 ¢
happens in Palestine. Apart from a Jewish person
here and there motivated by sentimental or family
reasons, r;:n iﬁuﬂtrﬂ]ingnjlelw jhnl the least intention of
going to Palestine. Similarly with Jews who
Britain, U.5.A.. the Soviet Union! oot
Much more could be said absut Zionism, but of
di ignifi is the division of Zionism
into three main groupings, a dlvision brought into
sharper relief as a result of M. Gromyke's historic
declaration on Palestine at UNO'S General
Assembly. o~
One grouping continues orientated on British
imperialism; the second, on USA imperialism: and

S the Australian Communist Party “Russian domin-
ated"” in seeking strict price fixing, inereased

. DOQK REVIEW

RUSSIA (L. L. SHARKEY) \
. NORMAN FREEHILL

o e of'the A
Progressive unity of the two
world dem will

rwugtgmmam.b' gy

el

m‘;fwmm: smm’ ?lnly‘_ State.” i

il : Sk ¥ ism and the National
LW.; g it obviously used only in a

fgurative sense,

The . G ot e e R
being “agents of a foreign power,” are in good
The C i

wages, slum eradication, and better housing for the
Australian people? 3
Is it a crime that the Communist Party wnr‘ks

of France were so
charged; were called “traitors.”” History has writ-
ten the names oJE 75,000 of them (members of the

for peace and co-operation between all the
of the world?

Is the Party to be condemned becauae_it ex-
poses the plans of the American imperialists to
plunge the world into the unspeakable horrors of a
Third World War?

Is it anti-Australian when it exposes the danger
of American Imperialism to Australia’s sugar, fruit
and other industries?

Was Churchill a traitor when he opposed
Chamberlain?  Lloyd George when he denounced

unich?
and sh

1 by the Nazis) in letters of gold.
Their defamers betrayed France to the Nazis.

ended on the zall in prison, di d in the
eyes of n}l dncfm p‘sopia.

© are d pri-
marily with Australia. They bend their eforts to
improve conditions in the homes, factories, locali-
ties. Yet they never swerve from their objective:
A Socialist Seciety, in which poverty and fear will
be no more; where peace will rule and exploitation
of man by man will cease.
French Communists strive to do for France;
ol 2 .

Mr. Sharkey takes up the ak

L.

to do for Bels
s for England,

them, one i’Jy one. He uses facts —
ar entsl — to rip away from Truth the layers
id on so lavishly by the press and spokesmen
tion. 7 ;-

g Australian C. ist Party d von
Luckner, Opposed the export of pig-iron te Japan.
Condemned ltaly's attack on sinia. Iy
It opposed Chamberlain’s appeasement policy
which was slavishly followed bi‘ enzies. and Co.
and accepted by most of the f\. ‘E leaders.
Id = e :

i what the Australian Com-
munists do for Australia.

there was no Soviet Republic, the Australian
Communist Party would still serve the people; still
strive for Socialism. . o
 The Aus“t::kiinrg Cmmunil% ?-m. _Mr. :
points out, makes no secret of its aims.
is set out in the Communist Review,

the t i i
ist'" policy which helped
i:nli::sl?nw' oors) to crush ﬂmlgoung
democratic republic brutally, _Hgodt ]
e Australian Communist Party o
?%ﬂmﬁgh%_which handed Czechoslovakia over

words were too harsh, no ab
at the Communist Party on
bers who led the protests.

Franco (aided by Gln::ixm_ :

S AR iR
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THIS IS MY STO
SEND!

ITLER'S residuary legatees are busy. Th::r
voices may be heard in Ceﬂg"“?" c"\l'tt:
radio, in the press. The American imperials
seeking to stifle demoeratic movements every
where, in order to establish world mastery, kr\_ﬂ“l’
that the conguest of the human Mind."’ a _"fm‘
part of their war strategy. It is this P"]’“T
climate that makes possible the publication of the
“revelations” of one who in 1945 absconded from
Communist circles in order to make a :nrz]l—hmed
and well-publicised entry into the Cathelic Church
IF ever there was a time for such political porno-
graphy, it is the present !

It is as difficult to “refute” Budenz's collec-
tions of half-truths, mis-statements, libels, elandx.ﬂ!
and vilifications as it is to catch a greased pig.
How, for instance, was one to refute ome of
Budenz's predecessors—Jan Valtin—when the latter
told how the seventy-four-year-old Romain R“!'_
land was offered the choice of “girl companions
by an alleged Moscow agent? Can such miser
able falsehood be refuted by documentary evidence?

One thing is guite obvious about Budenz's
chronicle: he prepared himself for his task by a
most conecientious reading of all previous confes
sions by kindred spirits, including Victor Serge.
Walter Krivitsky, Jan Valtin, Alexander Barmine,
Eugene Lyons, Isaac Don Levine, Ben Gitlow and
all the others who have made a career of describing
the Communist movement “from the inside.”

“ Budenz has lots of stuff about “secret agents.’
I read about it before in concoctions by Kravchenko
and his friends. It's the kind of stuff that's easy
to write. You don't have to prove a thing. You
assert it loudly, violently, “colorfully.” and the
more luridly fictitious your yarn is, the more im-
pressed are the reviewers. For these gentlemen
of the literary stock-exchange who are so stern in
appraising the historical truth of a novel, say, by
Howart Fast when he deals with John Peter Altgeld,
are suckers for Budenz's stuff,

Budenz proclaims that he wrote his book “in
humility.”” A few examples: He writes that “'some
people began to call me ‘the best known man in
the labor movement'." He suggests that a letter
he wrote for the Republican New York Sup was
somehow responsible for the popular front policy
enunciated by Georgi Dimitrov at ¢ Seventh

RY (LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ)
ER GARLIN (New York)

ST REVIEW

ions can only bring wry smiles, All ¢q
f:;lgzr:t:"::; day-dream of James Thurber's ¢]
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. ] It must be
for Mr. Mitty, however, that his dreams

LH
ha"?t]‘:ould be a mistakg to l['fink that By
has given himself this terrific bgnld-up merely
the purpose of propping a sagging ego. ¢ i
regulation formula of the informer seeking to
press his clients with his impressive “background
his extensive ‘'connections,” and his ability to B
the fingerman against militants in the labor move
ment, That Budenz has had a measure of sue
in this business has already been amply demo

strated: he is permanent star witness for the Un-

American Committee, and announces that he 4
working on another book which “will evaluate
Reds in the labor movement.”

Budenz gaily acknowledges that for a numl
of years after his frst meeting with Nonsigno;

Fulten J. Sheen he felt like an “onlooker' even

though posing as a devoted Communist. ‘At the
Daily Worker,” he recalls, 'l eriticised copy, madi
proposals and revisions on pieces to back the
line—and fingered a rosary in my pocket as
did s0.” ]
Yet, Budenz's principal leitmotif is the *“*dupli
ity" of the Communists!
Throughout the narrative, too, one encounte:
the phrase, “I made notes at the time,” and oni
15 impelled to ask, for whom?
But the answer is no longer a mystery, Wh
ther Louis Budenz entered the Communist mow
ment ten years ago for the purpose of ultimatel
bertaying it, only Budenz and Monsignor Sheen
can say. But that his conduct while he was osten:
sibly a Communist (according to his own testimony
savored of the stoolpigeon is beyond questio;
_ The description of his “conversion’ to L
olicism is as phony as the rest of his story. iCy
l]\hjll_ of contradictions and retroactive explanaticns..
his conversion—if indeed it was that—was not
religious one. he is a convert, then so wai
Jacques Doriot who deserted the French working-
class movement to do the dirty work of the fasci
who sought to destroy France,

The spectacle of Bud, 4
lbe o wmktr—u—cuu enz collecting wages fro

Congress of the Co ist Int: al. To build
up his authority as a "Communist leader” who
participated in the highest councils of the organ-
isation, he tells of meetings in which he allegedly
participated. And always, of course, he played a
stellar role, The picture he presents of himself is
‘one of master-organiser, theoretician, editor, silver.
tongued orator, and giant battler for human freedom

those who, like myself, had the melancholy
v of working with Bydenz, these self-serying

! Lo h made available frequentl
gh contributions

One thing must
consistent.  He lieg o
lies when he says thal
mands a religious tes
when be s tha Ty |

T
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jving his entire his “‘and a list of his relatives.
Eudenz's &nugiﬁnﬂmu qﬁqil_'aﬁmd or :ﬁ: pur-
poses of his book that he doctors up speeches made
by former colleagues. He quotes from alleged
talks before the Daily Warker staff by James S.
Allen and Milton Howard, for instance, | hap-
pened to be present on bath occasions.  Although
he is lavish in the use of guetation marks, Budenz
attributes remarks to Allen and Howard which
do not bear the slightest resemblance to what these
men actually said. In the same categary are
Budenz's malicious yarns abeut Art Shields, a
veteran lahor journalist of sterling character, Bu-
denz uses anothey device, seemingly more import-
ant; he lifts sentences from Party documents and
puts them in the form of statements made “con-
fidentially” to him by “highly-placed Communist
leaders.”

Mansignor Sh;aeh's agent says that American

bmit to such a cruel fate? Da they celeb

gsysi‘glﬂn'g' k’hrx_ ﬂggl

e i :g

L t‘ﬁnﬁm mmq“‘.%? heir
udenz's libels are not even arigi

have been plagiarised from Gerald L. |

;;" asserts, hfot r‘u:hmi. that ‘Raif:;. :

v to have been in |
P?:i was much mare wlqg:ic] than birth in Minne-
apolis, Detrait or Pittsburgh.” ;

This crude bit of anti-Sovietism aside for the
moment, the facts in Budenz's own eareer woul
prove him a It was Earl Browder's preoccu-
pation with the form rather than the substance of
an American Party that made possible Budenz's
elevation to the National Committee a few short
months after he joined the organisation.

Budenz’s dedication of his baok to the Virgin
Mary is disingenuous. A more appropriate dedi-
cation would be to J. Edgar Hoever, the National 4
Assrelutl Manuf and Call Ine. {

munists are imprisoned in a "Red straitjacket.”
t impels the members of the Communist Party

NOW WE CAN DATE THE PAST

PROF. J. B. 5. HALDANE, F.R.S.

UNT[].. a generation ago the only events wh'tnh
we could date accurately were those which
were part of a history where each year had a
numerical date, such’ as the year 412 after the
founding of the city of Rome, or a date by names
of officials, such as the year when Caesar and
Bibulus were consuls.

Even where the lengths of kings reigns were

.accurately recorded, one does not know if “ten
years' means ten years and one day or ten years
and three hundrec.{ days, so the uncertainty soon
piles up: 4 : S s
Ahout 30 years ago, a number of historic
&!\i s were accurately dated, so that we know
e of the siege of Troy within years, lngi'
more remarkable, that the city of Ur in
as destrayed by the Elamites in 2233 B.C.
This is still the earliest dated event in human history.
AVhere there is no-written history, there are two
methods by which we can give an exact date to
buildings or tools, which tell us a good deal more
about men than lists of kings and battles. e
One method is by tree rings. Ina country e
Arizona, where there are so many dry years tf
the trees are growing un e handical
more wood is formed in a wet than a di
examining recently-cut trees one ge

der a severe h P-f"

3 d

the same of broad and narrow
rings as t'h: insides of trees recently felled. From
these he warked still further back in the same way,
until the earliest date determinable is about A.D.
400.

only to date houses and
,:“:sillur,y P "_“ but I';‘ﬂlﬂ
kers, b ining giant Sequoia trees, have
:l::uim nt!rl::!:ﬂl:l:::lgh history of the weather of
California for the last 3,000 years. 3 :
In wetter countries, annual layers of r:tnd are
Jaid down in some lakes. When heavy rain or a
big thaw brings down a lot of mud, the layer is
thick. In this Ily- nt 'm!:.icch;ll\.sdu:il::
finally synchronise .
o i are smbedded in e mud they can

e %::ldnwﬂlod of dating by :nm:al mu&_hy_g'::
works best in the neighbourh of

1 been particular] blﬂeﬂb’-dg‘ﬂm
tm n:uhﬂulwm or varves, as they are called.

Thus he was able
toals, making a eulh
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We have a pretty, good record of successive
events during the ice ages.

For example, it is quite clear that there were

four main cold periods with warm ones betwezB
them, But whether the last one went on for 3
It may. be

or a 100,000 years is not so certain.
certain a generation hence. %

The Yugoslav scientist, Milankovitch, claims to
have dated the ice ages on the basis of an astrono-
mmical theory. At present most geologists do not
accept his calculations. This does not mean that
they think he is wrong. merely that they are not
convinced, In another 20 years they may be con-
vineed.
I Milankovitch is right,
climatic changes of the last
errors which vary between
per cent.

The ice ages began about
according to his calculations.
over 700,000 years.

The method of annual mud layers can be used
to date sections of the past.

Sometimes the evidence for a yearly cycle is
overwhelming. For example, fossils of adult in-
sects are found in one part of each layer, and of
their larvae in another.

Bradley counted enough varves in the Eocene
formations of Colorado, Utah and Wyoming to
be able to say thata particular epoch lasted between
five and eight million years. During this time a
thickness of about 2,000 feet of sandstone and oil
<hales was laid down in two lake beds.

But this only gives us the duration of about a
third of the Eocene peried or a tenth of all the
time which has gone by since these rocks began to
form. Other estimates are based on the rate of
animal evolution.

Far the best dates for remote events are given
by radio-activity.

If a rock eontains uranium, just one atom in
6,578 million of this element is transformed every

yei

we can date the big
half miflion years with
fve per cent and

600,000 years age
Other estimates give

ar.

Most of them pass through the stage of being
radium, a few through that of being actinium, and
in each cace end up as lead. A very tiny fraction
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a8 in atom bombs. Thorium,

split in two, ;
behaves in a very

radig-active element,
Wi

ay-. 3
Thus, if a mineral is found containing
but no thorium or lead, one could nn]ouhl:'f
from the amount of lead contained in it.
this would be almost useless in practice,
one could never be sure that some lead had
been present in the original mineral.

Fortunately, however, the lead derived
radio-active atoms has a different atomic
from ordinary lead. So it is possible to find
how much of the lead in a mineral was
from the uranium or thorium in it, and thus e
mate its age exactly.

On this basis enoug!
fix the dates of all rocks carrying
error which rarely reaches ten per cent.
have at last the time scale of evolution.

We know that about 500 million years ha
gone by since the earliest rocks were formed,
taining well-preserved animal remains in
guantity, and 400 million since the first reco
the vertebrates.

Two hundred and seventy million years ago our
ancestora left the water, and 70 million years ago
the mammals tock over from the giant reptiles a
became the dominant land animals.

The complete story of how these figures
reached is, of course, a very long but exi
interesting one.

Any good public library should conts
Zeuner's Dating the Pasi and Holmes’ The Ag
the Earth, and Zeuner's series of clues make
the hest detective stories look pretty element
Most of his ideas are generally accepted; ho
Milankovitch's theory is still on trial. :

And in 1941 Holmes, as a result of more le
analyses, has arived at 3,000 million years
the age of the earth, whereas the oldest kngwn 10
are litt.e more than half this age. R

In later articles 1 am going to try to tell
thing of what has happened in this vast peg
time, in order to help my readers to form a .
of our world in time, like the picture wi
form in space when they learn geograph

h rocks have been dated |
fossils with
We




