o e | , e
32 g-627
mrkel NO. 3 e AUG.-SEPT., 1977 » 60¢

“
THEORETICAL JOURNAL OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL IN AUSTRALIA

Why

Socialists
Oppose

Australian
.. Nationalism

Unemployment and the labor movement

e Organisational principles of the SWP e

Trotsky on party building e Nationalism
in Australian literature ¢ Timpanaros
cee. defence of materialism e Story of a

2ssieswoman rebel in 1920s China

‘.
) ‘;T-}'r::' 53 et



s
m

..'- —3 * .
n this issue
Chen Pi-lan’s memoir, “Rebel in a Chinese Girls

e third issue of Socialist Worker again takes up the
guestion af Australian nationalism, an issue which  School,” provides a valuable insight into the struggle for
i ',;s one of the most important questions facing the  women's liberation in the colonial and semieolonial
and workers movement. Our cover article, “Why  countries as well as showing some of the roots of the
~ Socialists Oppose Australian Nationalism” by Doug second Chinese revolution of 1025-27 as well as that of
 Lorimer, eximines some basic fallacies in the Maoist 1849,
he “Organisational Principles

ap rouch to this subject. We can safely say that ¢
We also carry another article which touches on the of the SWF" is unique in Australia. No other leftwing

~ standpoint of the Australian nationalists. Gordon Adler's  organisation has so thoroughly laid down its basie
“Nationalism in Literature” makes an important con- principles in this field. This document contrasts with the
tribution to Ithe discussion of the role of writers like methods of the various Stalinist and Maoist groups in this
lenry Liwson and explains the limitations of their country. Toputitin fuller perspective we haveincluded
viewpoint, shaped as it was by the early Australian labor with it a short article giving some of Trotsky's views on

moyement with all its weaknesses. party building,

- Letters

" This column is open to all vlcwpohllorllwbl.c::: WILPF
lvnlhl.:‘!e:l :’9:::“'1 ;'a:l'mk::p:::;'“_ :ﬁh.-, ‘Sinueils{oundntinnin1815,theWomm'sInr.emaﬂnnll
indlcate if your name may be used or if you prefer Leawye for Deace and Freedom has always mm‘ﬁmf}-
initials instead. #non-party-political” (as distinct from “non-political”)
‘slance. Indeed, one of our aims is to bring together
men with different political and philosaphical ideas
so long,as they are all determined “to help abolish the
i political, social, economic and pwchuloginﬁ;num of
rkin war and to work fora constructive peace - e we can
We WA T allles and do work with other bodies with a similar aim, we
['ve found issues nos. 1 and 2 of Socialist Worker most remain unaligned to any political party. |
informative, &‘pﬂ-inlly in view of the clarity of the We were therefore disturbodwgmuur attention was |
arguiients being expounded. But the fuzziness of one  drawn to the March issue of your journal, Sop{aﬁll
is e—"the working class and its Worker, where on page 8 (top of second col;!mn]‘n says
¢ & meaning of “its “the SPA is still trying to pretend it doesu’t exist

concept

M"W.»oumldﬂhinih ; d
allies,” p..uml%y in the Au:ralian context, in a short continues to support the old n—af:llunnal women's
article. iy ported by the Stalinist movement such

s«

o isations sup|

Looking forward No. 3. as the Wumeri's Ind League for Peace

7 Paul Scott  Freedom and the I.?nlun of Australian Women”. We in
B Melbourne  WILPF are not supported by the Socialist Party of
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b~ only a brief reply is possible
1ck does not contend that all the “praxi
(of which Althusser is certainly :mF ::12;
T lI:tu the works of Murx. As he states
e do the same thing by separa!in)é
tion that “revolutionary praxis” is the
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assunemployment is today a fact
Jife in all the leading capitalist
intries. Some 15-20 millions of
rkers are jobless in the imperialist
ntrics.  Unemployment  in
lia is admitted by the govern-
1 be over five per cent and in
ity is probubly over six per cent.
figure represents some half a
lion workers. Leaked Treasury
- documents have raised the possibility
~ of a seven per cent jobless rate in
1978,

Unemployment has always been a
spectre facing the masses under
capitalism. Thisreality, which was so
apparent during the Depression and
the 1930s, W'a.l;'ﬂblcured by the
exceptional boom conditions follow-
ing World War IL But the continuing

capitalist economic  crisis  has
recreated a ve pool of un-
of jobless

reserve
a strong pressure
51 and militant
working class
In aperiod o

becomes a deliberate
capitalist class,

Pathfinder Press, second edition) pp
768-77] Although this docoment was
written in 1938 and we have no wish
to hold to every purely conjunctural
point in it, it is true to say that the
basic policy outlined by “Tran-
sitional Program” for the fight against
unemployment remains the only
possible one for the working class.

The fight against unemployment
must be a central concern of the
labor movement. At stake is the very
existence of the working class as an
organised cohesive force. Trotsky
points this out: “Under the menace of
its own disintegration, the proletariat
cannot permit the transformation of
an increasing section of the workers
into chronically unemployed
paupers, living off the slops of a
crumbling society. The right to
employment is the only serious right
left to the worker in a society based
upon exploitation. This right is being
shomn from him at every step... The
question is one of guarding the
proletariat from decay, demoralisa-
tion, and ruin. The question is one of
life or death of the only creative and
progressive class, and by that token
of the future of mankind.”

No responsibility for crisis

How to fight unemployment? The
reformist mm. Re:’rw, or
pretend to believe, that this guestion
can be solved within mpm?um
the ruling class this or that
policy. These pr invariably,

fibier 1 nid
v mw‘ a;nme union
leaders, for example, call for higher

‘,hemployment: A Central Issue for
ne Whole Labor Movement

" Socialist Revolution (New York:

Australian workers from low-priced
foreign goods. The recent ALP
Federal conference in Perth
restricted itself to calling for a little
more governent spending on public
works and retraining schemes.

We reject this miserable approach
right along the line. Unemploymen-
results from the crisis of the
capitalist private property system.
The working class_has absolutely no
interest whatsoever in preserving this
system. The warking class will never
be free from the scourge of un-
employment until it does away with
this irrational system and establishes
in its place a rational socialist society.
In the meantime it can accept no
responsibility for the capitalist
economic crisis but instead must
demand the preservation and im-
provement of its conditions of ex-
istence. The “Transitional Program™
outlines these considerations very
clearly

“The FourthInternational declares
uncompromising war on the politics
of the capitalists which, te a con-
siderable degree, like the politics of
their agents, the reformists, aims o
place the whole burden of militarism,
the crises, the disorganisation of the
monetary system and all mhcr
scourges stemming from capitalism’s
death agony upon the backs of the
toilers. The Fourth International
demands employment and decent
living conditions for all.

“Neither monetary inflation nor
stabilisation [austerity] can serve as-
slogans for iat because
these are but two ends of the same
stick.”




advanced by the Right 1o w,,,
campaigns around th Cauntry i
doubtless appear “unrealisabje
the employers and theiragent,, Butj
can be confidently predicted
what appears unrealisabl¢ 1, ther;
today  might appear in 3 o,
& different light tomorrow whir

hundreds of thousands, ever, millior,
of workers tuke up thes, demands ;,
a vigorous and determine Way. By
however the bosses view thes,
demands  they Correspond o ¢},
urgent needs of the working ¢,
The Labor Party and the trade unions
must embrace these demandds and
Organise an Uncompromising ¢,
DPaign to win them, to force their will
on the capitalists. In addition to the
35-hour week with loss of puy
these demands includi-

®A living wage for all unemnployed

LY ive progr of socially-
useful pnblic works

oNo discriminatory layoffs of
Women and other minority groups

eNationalise firms which threaten
layofts

Socialists
pose
Australian
Nationalism

l by Doug Lorimer
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tes: “Australiy
n where she fulls int.,
Wi _ﬂl,! SUPCrpowers
Third Waorld on th
I .prlt.l consists of the
s of Asiu, Africa, Latiy
T ons. For example,
falls into the Third Worl

5 i capitalist
by intense
its damina-

il s subyject to the domination and
itation of the great inperialist powers,”
While admitting that  Australia is  an
gped capitalist country and not part of
nderdevelol hird Wiorld, and alluding
er imperi powers” situated between
superpowers,” Hill ney ertheless still tries
ohscure the obvious conclusion that
dJin is one of those “other imperialist
€T,
obscuring, and more generally, denying
+ imperi character of Australian
alism is necessary to the Mavists because
ish to portray the Australian capitalists
ng more “progressive” than the “mul-
onals.” Maoists consider  the
alian bourgeoisie to be a potential ally in
struggle for an “anti-imperialist” Australia
I is quite open about this.
“The national capitalists do have these ideas
independenceideas of an independent
ist Australia. And those ideas and this
ectively progressive stand of the national
lists are important. But the national
ists do not have the strength to realise
ideas of an independent Australian
Jism. They fear to rely upon the workers
warking people as allies in the struggle for
ndence.

On the other hand, the workers and ather
g people who can unmite the whole
except the comprador manopoly
ists, do have the strength to win
ian independence... They have the
gth, capacity , consciousness and sense of
etion, to carry through the expulsion of the
tionals and to replace what was the
e appropriation by these multinationals
oducts socially produced with theirr own
ed appropriation. This is the scientific
for the expulsion of the multinationals
Australia. To get rid of them is to get rid
wvery core of imperialism in Australia. Itis
a decisive and critical step in winning
for Australians.... process
the foundation of uniting all sections
ralians, except the handful of im-
' collaborating monopoly capitalists.
cking farmers want independenc» from
food processors, mul
s, multinational
Mtinational

the

from ties to the multinational manufacturers,
Public servants, intellectuals and a host of
others all want independence, Thus there is a
wide scape indeed for unity.” (Australla and
the Superpowers, p 166)

Obviously, the  Australion  “national”
capitalists will not  participate in the “anti-
imperialist peoples united front” projected by
the CPA(M-L) if such a front was anti-
capitalist in eharacter. Thus the Maoists do not
project the aim of their “anti-imperialist”
strugple as being the overthrow of capitalist
property and the establishment of a socialist
republic. Instead, they project a “peoples
democratic republic” in which the “patriotic”
capitalists would be allowed to preserve their
capitalist interests.

The use of this term to designate regimes that
in the Maoists” view are neither capitalist nor
“sovialist™ can be a deadly trap for
revalutionists in the colonial world, let alone in
imperialist countries like Australia. It flies in
the face of the whole Marxst pesition that the
state constitutes the instrument of rule of a
single ruling class.

“The Australian bourgeoisie has
forged a strong, centralised state
machine, independent of foreign
imperialist rule, and constituting
a powerful instrument for the
defence of its class interests.”

In Indonesia the Maoists put forward the
idea that the limited anti-imperialist actions of
the bourgeois nationalist Sukarno regime and
its diplomatic ties with Peking had turned it
intoa state” that wasneither capitalist
nor socialist. The massive Indonesian Com-
munist Party continued to propogate this
notion until Sukamo's bourgeois army
on it and massacred bundreds of thousands of
its members and supporters in 1965,

Theoretical basis of Maoist line:
Chinese example

The theorectical basis for the Maoists policy
both in Indonesia in the 1960s and in Australia
Mbhwiﬁnmdmddmhy
stages. In the first u‘:‘g" the working :? is
sapposed to umite the “democratic” o
“patriotic” forces, inchuding the pumn&:

bourgeoisie, against the foreign
monopolies and achieve dn_r-r:!- for a
bourgeois democrafic republic. prepares
the Mm‘n for the oventhrow of




In his report “On Coalition Government” to
the 1945 congress of the Chinese Communist
li:;ﬂyhé:u outlined the aim of the party as

o e 1

Extensive capitalist holdings in light i,

were left intact and even provided witl, o,
aid, It was not until a few years later af, ., \'| ‘
US imperialist invasion of Korea had \;mur’.‘
- massive sabotage of the Chinese coonon,, |,

the factory owners, rich peasants, and ...
Kuomintang civil service functionarics, (1.,
Mao decided in 1953 to abandon the polic y of
“New Democracy” and oust the capit .,
opposition by nationalising industry .,
instituting the planned economy of a work,

state.

What prevailed in China was not M,
program; :mt the line of coalition with 11,

nt of a “pr
coalition composed .
- tatives of the Kuomintang, mﬁwm

Party, the Democratic Leagus

understand why the Colnmmmt;, B
being antipathetic to  capitalism, mf::lﬁ
promote its development. To Ehm we can

2 ;3 not the solution of
democratic tasks hand in hand with Chiay
Kai-shek; but a struggle against Chiang, agains
the landlords, the imperialists and the nation |
bonrga_oﬁ:e. leading to the overthrow of
_o.npilalum ln_?hlm. Despite Mao's schera

‘New China"would follow a course differcn
from that of the Russian Revolution, in Chir:
as in Russia, the belated bourgeois-demorrati
revolution could not be kept within a capitalist

:fmpﬂy say this much; to repl

fr k but  developed simultaneos|,

imperialism and native feudali

Mthedevelnymntnfmpiulimilnuvnly
anadvanqe,butaimmmnvoidnhleprmu' it
wall benefit not only the capitalist class, but also
2__?'“'“"‘5“5.‘ W:::lChinadnunoewzmb

120 Capitalis ative feudalism; it does
not oppose pative capitalism.” (The Fig
g;w China, New Century Pulgi'mpi;g?&o;;

- However, Mao's attempt to cement

vath the Chinese bourgeoisie fell w':hlz.f

& the C w;g;’:ﬁ"_‘ﬂﬁt assault on
TSR 1846. Faced with the choice. of fightiny o,

being anmihilated, the Maoists decided o fight

opposition to land ref,
M'Whagwwdmmhﬁmmﬂ

By'e\_rery eriterion, Australiz
exhibits none of the
characteristics of the wun.
derdeveloped  colonial and
!mmu:oltmiql countries, Australia
15 an imperialist power in its own
ir;l t—coq:paraple to many of

e me:dmnmzad imperialist
powers in Western Europe.”

a4 momentous

imperialism
-dv-a?ce for the Chinese people. Revolutionary

the
they sl sough 5 o o d =

b = stage. Mao did not
P & socialist republic as the Bolshyiks
had done in Russia in 1917

el N7, but a “New

economy  es-

tablished in 1953 against
external any effort, internal o
sonhné ¢ 10 restore capitaliom. But the Mao

one star of the four in
still symhbolises  the
wias tn;;prmd to be
period in the post- 1949
xmg'!wwm‘ Having failed in
s, nist P, g
ﬁw‘lbm of!h!m.‘r”

included for 2 whole

1 ¥, yloran

S demoeratic organs of workers sell-government
hat were the bodrock of the Russian Revoln
Won betore Stuling 1t has used its bureaueratic
Wor to consolidate a privileged parasitic
custe that cun only be replaced by further
 Stragde and sacrifice, The Chinese waorkers,
 peasants anel students can anly proceed further
o the road to socialism by  removing the
B Burcaucratic obstacle in their way through a
- pulitieal revolution,

Struggle for sociallsm

The « ple of China shaows very clearly
S that even in a semicolonial country the Maoist
& theory of revolution by stages does not work
e only result of the Maoists” faithful attempt
B o adlicre to this schema was years of extra
suffering and struggle by the Chinese peaple
and the plucing in jeopardy of the whole
- revalution
The Chinese
i again the main thesis of the Trot kyist theary of
= permanent revolution: that the struggle for
L pational liberation in the backward countries
*gan only be suceesstul insofar as this struggle
B @rows over into the struggle for socialism ;
B biiere arc no hourgeods and socialist “stages
- separated in tim
And this is where the Maoist Australian
Bationalists are dead wrong Even if their

analysis of Australia were correct, if Australia
subjugated by

revolution confirmed once

Auwtrsllan

wourgesisie h
Jerr whars of ir:
slesl product

slightest need to be diverted from this urgent
tusk fnte the dead end of Maoist Australian
nationalism and ity reactionary goal of some
“new democratic” form of capitalism which

. was u semieolonial country

Sperialisin rather than being a middle-rank would, fn all essential aspects, be exploltative
e imperialist power in its own right —even inthis uppressive capitalisim just the sam:

we labor

S Base their strategic prescriptions for the I
B i radica) movement would be wrong The
8 struggle would still be strugge around a
program of denands that would point to the
socialist reorganisation ol society ;

Not only Mar xist theory ba oo an anal ysis
of & rich historical experience conlinm this

Soviet “social-imperialism”?

e chmcdsive det e rrinant of the politicul line
of the Australian isty iy the needs of the
Chinese  bureaucra Like ity Moscow
counterparts, this r wary, privileged caste
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or the Soviet trawler fleet on the cog of
Western Aust L are sech as major prob)e .
facing Australian workers. This would |,
laughable were the Maoists not dead s rins
about it.

But, irrespective of whether the Manist
Australian nationalists train their weapons oy
Wall Street and the Pentagon or on the
Kremlin, they still press for an alliance with a
section of the Australian capitalist class, Right
wing bourgeois leaders like Fraser, with thei;
strong anti-Soviet (anti ommunist) views oo}
more and more attractive to the Mapists.

Only road

- From revulsion at the crimes of US im-
perialism in Vietnam to approval of Malcoln,
Fraser's anti-Soviet stance—this is the tragic
road a section of Australian radicals have
travelled under the tutelage of the Manists
Socialists have to reject this false road. The
only road for Australian labor and itsallies is to
struggle around a program of democratic and
transitional demands that answer their pressing

is threatened less by US imperialist domination
these days, it seems, than by the growing threat
of Soviet “social-imperialism.” The activities of
the Moscow Narodny Bank in Woolloomooloo

For a movement to build a

militant Australian Union of
Students!
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ND Joss

cked by reactionary State and
“wIng and Maoist coalition within
Hmuk&mhmmm.\, stralia ba e
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Left and Labor Student Conference Sydney, August 30 - 31.
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The story of a woman |
rebel in 1920s China.

Introduction
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Party in 18
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congress, and urged them to rectify the default.
Special mention was made of the effective
work among women being done by the
Chinese comrades, o had organi
themselves along the lines indicated at the
Third Congress. Cﬂnﬁn!emaltnchl’dﬁll
importance to work among the particularly

d women of eolonial countries. They

realised that there was no pm“bm'ly of

transferring power to the working class in an
mderdavnfopcd country any more than in an
advanced capitalist country without mobilis-
ing women in struggle for their liberation,
“Especially pertinent to this question is an
article that appeared in the June 1970 issue of
the Iy ! Socialist Review on "Women
in the Chinese Revolution.” It is an interview
with Chen Pi-lan, today aleaderof the Chinese
section of the Fourth International, who was
recruited to the Chinese Communist Party in
1922 after a CP leader came to her girls
boarding school and gave a speech on
‘Women’s Position in Society.” She is an
outstanding example of the kind of

ning in the spring of 1920, communiy Zrou,

were established in major cities scp,
Shanghai, Peking, and Canton, and in Hupel
Honan, and Shantung provinces, Twi, 1,
factors pushed forward the communist ), ,.
ment in that period: First, having totall,
committed themselves in the First World v,
the imperialists had to leave the East a),,,

therefore, Chinese native capitalism could
develop rapidly in the resulling vacuum, an, |
the size of the proletariat increased., The new ),
rising working class demnonstrated its power i,
its strike to support the student patriotic M.,
Fourth Movement, which in turn raised the
workers' political consciousness,

e second significant influence was 1,
Russian revolution in October 1917, Owing t,
the combined social development in Ching
some radical nationalists, the leaders of 1,
May Fourth Movement, such as Cl'en Tu-hsiu
and Li Ta-chao, were quickly won to com-
munist ideas and were active in founding the
CCP. The founding congress of the CCP was
bqld in July 1921. Of the twelve participants in

founding congress, four came from
Hupeh. Am;-r theJi.:nngreus. the four Hupeh

participants ly returned to Wuhan to

who were won to the Marxist movement by the !
correct paolicies of the ist International
during its revolutionary years, Chen describes
how they organised the girls school, deman-
ding the right to cut their hair, to have

d ion, to hold di ion circles on
g;:uhnm’ sul:hasfl"‘eednmtu]ovenndfreedom

marriage, in addition to Pparticipating in
strikes, May Day demonstrations, and fnmfing
working women's clubs.”

Ever since reading the above quotation, |
have wanted to describe in detai] %nw I came
to socialist ideas and then became active in the
women’s J:Iwrvemenr. I believe that my ex-

emonstrates and confirms  th
correctness of Mary-Alice Waters’ study -‘tmu‘t3
the Comintern in its earlier period—attaching
great importance to work among the par-

ticularly oppressed women of the i

In describing my esperience in the
movement, especially my ac-
in the women’s mov

engage in ?l] kinds of activities, They were Tun
Pi-wu, Ch'en T'an-ch'iu (of Hupeh), Li Han-
chun (of Shanghai), and Pao Hui-sung (of
C:anton). all founders of CCP sections in
differant areas who held prominent positions.
Tung P-:wu, an overseas student in Japan,
was the principal of Hunan High School. (He
was vice-chairman of the Chinese People’s
Republic from 1849, when the CCP took
power, un(‘i[lul year when he died at the age of
ninety.) Ch'en T'an-ch'jy, 4
Wuchong State Teachers
chief secretary tnﬂquthC]-‘fmm 1921 to

also  one of the founders P
) of the CCP
Stl(;m‘m'l'n Shanghai, and the best known
coretician at the time, After returning to

* Wuhan in the carly autumn of 1921, he toured

abﬂ the schools there

ecoming the chief editor of the Wuhan
Weekly Review. In short, he played a tremen-
dous role in the Wuhan communist movement.

Afterward, Li $ay-}, i i
others, planned the ‘;‘:un, - A wr.rh.!:;

wwery b
E‘ivn’l’rumry School for Girls, whose graduates
& were qualificd to take the entrance examina-
I tion for the Girls Norual School

| Sehool, the school was attending, Since Li was
a4 renowned scholar, the principal was very

leased to huve him make a speech at our
hinl.

The Cirls Normal School was the only
rovincial girls' school in Hupeh, 1t had a few
BB stiitlents wha were sclected from
sien (county), It alvo hud an  annex, the

After announcing the title of his speech,

B o men's Position in Society,” Li went on to

describe the different positions of women in
differcnt  socictics, beginning  with  the

primitive cominunist society through feudal

soeiety, capitalist socicty, and coming finally to
the Future socialist society. His conclusion was

‘ - -

Party.

o :r"~-

ng students demonsirate May 4, 19 9. Nationalist movement conlribute
Peking student 4.1

if women wanted equality with men, they must
first have economic independence, and the
prerequisite for achieving complete liberation
was a change in the social systemn. Only after
the proletariat had been freed would women
have their liberation. His speech affected me
greatly. Later I found that his speech +
condensation of Women and Society by
August Bebel. I read the Chinese translation of
this book three or four times. (At that time the
Chineve tronslation by L& Han-chu, wits fain
the Japanese condensed edition, The Past and
the Future of Women, translated by the famous
Japanese socialist Shunchingwun. The Chinese
translation from the original text did not
appear until a few years later.) My first socialist
ideas came from this book. Later I read the
Chinese translation of Women and Society

d to development of Chinese Communis



 the school authority demanding the
it of Liv, However, the school
ignored our demar *an-
thit omir class hid gen
e were extremely upret,
st of the Hupeh Cirls Normal School
founding. The bomb of the May
eth ddealogy had exploded against this
ortress.
H ﬂd“u]llu“[’ "' aur innocence ﬂlld
orfence in social struggle (this was our
old-fashioned
tion 1T
hrough intimidation
Asaresult only
y signed up to
hes /i

reaking the stri
collection of sigr
o out of fifty in o
e the steike. Our Chine
and our strike was det
ere hetrayed by our schoolmates
miscrable.
fter consideration of the reasons for the
o'y failure, we belicved tha although our
bers were small, we could, with an
propriate opportunity, still influ
aht. Therefore, the will to continue
“romn this first struggle,

aed a lesson: victory was conditional

ry
pon preventing the enemy from breaking our

lity. Thus, we were later abl d
sfforts to get rid of quite a few

ers during that teem. Meanwh
s radicals wrote arficles for sympathetic
Apers, exposing the irrational regulations
i school, such as censorship of the
ents’ mnail, the prohibition of freedont of
ement, the nepotisin prest it in the hiring
e, and the fendal  serm of the
ieipal,
n addition, we participated in the activities
rogressive organisation he Wuhan
Study Club, n  Students
Marxism Study Club, elc (Five
g us had juined the Young Socialist
the youth group in agreement with the
fommunist Party.) We were also involved in
jalist activitics, such as attending varlous
f ngs in the Hankow waorkery’ district—the
March B International Women's Day rally, the
nemorial meeting for Karl Lichknecht and
] Luxemburg, ete. eelnlly during the
of the textile mills {ke, we went to the
kers' district o make speeches, en
am b eontinue the struggle until
because there were many
5 warkers there,
iy 1, Labuor Day, of 1422, five of us,
b i the Young Socialist League, got
her with ¥ npathisers and . the
" leadership of the party organised 4

/ l(lllvﬂﬂﬂhﬁl\dllﬂ mwom ’
Wﬂm wus an unprecedented event in

Hupeh, and the meeting last
afternoon, With the r:«:;nm:d olm: %
given by an inconspicuons male comrade sent
by the party, the programs, speeches dramas
music, dancing (gro nees) were all
performed by the students of our school, The
militant words of the May Day song were
written by us, and the melody was by our new
music teacher. (We had gotten rid of the old
i cher played the music and
WE SAnK he new teacher was a graduate from
Peking University, majori in musie, A
furmer overseas student, he was at that time a
professor of Wuchong State Teachers College.
Coming from the tradition of May Fourth, he
was friendly with us five and sympathised with
our ideas.

Student movement emerges

. Wuhan Party at that time develo
rapidly in every aspect—student moyemen
workers’ movement and women's movement,
The student movement was the first to emerge.
In the spring of 1922, the headquarters of the
Nattonal Students Alliance in Peldn sent three
delegates to Wuhan to get in toud with the
students there in arder to organise the Hupeh
Provincial Students Alliance. This showed that
some schools already had student associations,

egates were members of the

1, Li Chun and Chu Wu-shan,

her was Mao Pel-ying, a

hers College and the

only active womi e at that time, They
held discussions with the five of us severa
times. Mao later became my intimate Sriend

The special emphasis put on the workers’
and women's movements by the CCP was the
result of @ resolution of the Comintern Third
Waorld Gongress in 1921, (The Intermational
representative, Cregory Voitinsky, came to
Huhan after the congress.) Hence the workers
and women's movements surged rapidly ahead
of the student movement.

I 1922, as the summer holiday drew near.
we did not go home for vacation, as wé
planned to continue vur struggle. Lo the name
of the Women's 5tudy Club, we organised a
summer school, which was Ipcated at W
High School, whase principal was Tung Pi-wu
mentioned sbove. (At the time, we had ot
knowledge that he was a member of the CCF:
a5 a famous principal he thought it wisest not o
acknowledge bis menbership,) Although the

ae b ool (Cirls Mormal School)
wery hard o break up our sugUner

student of Peking




uver, he

ankow) Railroad workers and

icles were written by me.)
or this reason, Liu Sze-tung and
h'in had a talk with me saying in a
manner but with an accusing
e past you always used psendonyms
articles. Why do you use your real
time? It is unnecessary to be so
! to induce more hatred toward
f from the principal
ered them: “There have been too
ents that provoke his resentment
e. The most bitter one was when he
ining to all the invited parents of our
the meeting room why he could not
class for us, and Shek Che-chang and 1
ly went in with leaflets. While Shek
uted the leaflets to the parents, | said, 'l
u to read the leaflets signed by five of us
, and not just listen to the one-sided
the principal.” Then we left.
ext day, the principal told the whole
ol in our early mormning meeting: ‘It is a
I—the principal—invited the parents
a talk yesterday, and somebody dared
pt it by distributing leaflets and
aspeech. Itis really outrageous!’ Since
¢ already known of this episode and
d of it, you can understand that the
I's resentment of me has already
a breaking point. It really doesn't
one more item is added.”

I went on explaining to them the
of my using my real name this time.
ening to all this, they did not say

er word but only looked at me with
ing smiles.

, the school was not only anno

eatened by our audacious activities.

re, they tried very hard to kick us out of

ol. Since the education commissioners,
idents of colleges, and even the
governor and provin ial gavernor all

same interest as our principal, whowas

ir friend, they were all threatened by the
ts’ revolt, particularly the affiliation of
dents’ and workers’ movements. At the

ning of 1922, the warkers’ movement had
developing at unprecedented speed,
jally among the Kinghan (from Peking to
Um Yuen
thorities and the school

workas.}:['f:z aul i e jred

that wa had anne e 1 3

ers’ district, Sz¢ Chai m"::ﬁum
ng speeches at their had

en in touch with the student ass

er schools and al
hools, n

in

After all these schemes met with our
rejections, the school asked the Hupeh general
to send armed soldiers to arrest the five of us,
Ch'en Shih, my second uncle (the president of
the Chinese University), got this news first
from Sze Shao-nan, the military governaor.
Before the armed soldiers arrived at the school,
1 had personally had a big fight. All but a few of
the Chien clan were big landlords whose
descendants in general had a very strong sense
of traditional feudal ideology, and they tried to
separate me from the other four students in our
group, luring me out of the school so I could
stay in Ch'en Shih’s house to avoid the arrest.

Battle with relatives

They succeeded by lying to me, saying that
my father had sent some money for me to my
second cousin, Ya Chiao. As I had just run out
of money, | immediately informed the school
superintendent and ran to Ya Chiao’s house,
which was a short distance from our school.
Three of them, Ya Chiao and his wife and sister
(all teachers), had waited impatiently for me
there. They said in unison, “Uncle Shih asked
us to lie to you, otherwise you would not come
out. He got news that five of you are going to
be arrested, and he wanted you to immediately
take refuge in his house.”

1 answered, “Under na circumstances will I
go to his house. We five will stick together. To
hide from danger is cowardly and immoral. I
am not afraid of arrest.”

“Not afraid of arrest?” Ya Chiao screamed
furiously, “You are a fool! I don't blame them
for saying you are the most stupid one among
the five. You have done what the others dare
not do. We mean good to you, and so does your
second uncle!”

“I know you mean the best for me,” I said
with determination, “but I will not agree to

step!”

“Muddlehead!” Ya Chiao upbraided, “Our
Ch'en family has included &:nsud‘l{hed
people from tion to generation. Your

andfath ’a;aled;l father ranked honorably
uilh&l’be old gxngim‘:‘eon :ymn::ipnw&t;
our Ch'en family has the highest prestige in
ional field here in Hupeh. Your second
and we too will not allow you to ruin our

%Ri’m‘édmlﬂnwmﬂmw
be by soldiers.” i |
'h_%ouhavew(:h.ﬂl.lndime
; Chen. At the most 1 don't want to be
’ ,W'hydnyonl.\rctohulfm
activities 7 Even my father leaves me
lon ily retorted.
mhmni:tooi«blemhdd-lhb-'l
wewe\Wewﬂlmﬂlﬁywhuﬂl'
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Clen family's face,” Ya Chiao said staunchly.
W oraised my voice and ﬂ'ﬂnﬁ?‘i
Nonsense. What do you mean by losin|
family face? What [ have done is open an
right. To be arrested hecause of striving against
the old forces and feudal ideology will be the
lory of the Ch'en family. It would be a t
sgrace to run away from such a battle. |
waould rather be killed than be a traitor]”
Following this altercation was a sayage fight
among us. They closed the outside door. Three
of them got hold of me and pushed me down
onasofu. As they tried to tie me up with arope,
lwu_ funrms1. e a wild animal, I punche(j
and I(Imked. Finally getting rid of them, Lran to
the gate, broke it open with all my miéht and
ran to the school, erying all the way. Tenild not
have conceived that I would have had such
strength as to break down the huge and solid
g;tﬁe'. Xagnch was high, and strong, and well
L ter I reached my bedroom, my head
whirled and I'was dazzled. After throwing upa
mouthful of blaod, I fell down on my bed and
zuld not move. My four comrades surround-
me by my bed and cried when [ told them
{ny story. They declared that they would not
:::]Ife ;ge school until our goal had been
ahumo‘;m;w m():l::li; sympathetic school-mates
R o mn)l(;n;f;rm were all moved

iIIELIM ZIno!inu (third from [

said indi .

ell) freet delegat ;
. on work .m:' ;‘m‘:hmlﬂ c

Soun alter, my second uncle came o

me. Of course, he wanted to winineover ) i,

side. Nonetheless, I retused to see him |,
making
Tembraced o progressive ideology he 1,
been the most eespectful man to me, an by, |
always ]iked me. My respect for hin aly,
graduully altercd. I considered  him 4,
enlightened president of a4 university t!nr'
hrlgruled all schools of thought, and hence r];(-
Ch‘lllm‘E ersity hud the lurgest number of
CCP members inits student body. But after a)|
he belonged to a group of burcaucrats and
politicians.

My father, on the other hand, was ,
compuratively open-minded man. He was at
th.al time a small Tandlord. The land had h.(‘t.-n
du.'trllzuled AMOng many sons in my grand-
Father's generation. In addition, as a student in
Japan, he had been intluenced by Western
ideology, and he had a reformist tendency.
When I was active in the student movement |
sent him a long letter explaining my reasons

Eﬁ lﬂdd?m"d me. He not only approved of
i I:i,; frie‘f-:[::“ also showed my letter to some
One influential sympathizer > thi
father was very asl(n']pi.-ihed nf'l-::]rdrrenldghdrt m)‘
letter. He said, “Before, [ thought thias lst o
reckless, but this letter shows that sh‘i rhz\.:d;

ongress of c
- A
o Bag

“"

a pretest that I was il Befp.

head.” Fhus, unlike the other eleven
Lates” parents, who had locked their
gaghters home for o year, after the defeat ol
strike for einstatemnent ot our
er, my father let me eontinue my
in schog
fhis influential sy hizer was Lan Shu-
L one of my schoolmates. She played a
at roletin the victorious student strugide in
ar school. When the Northern Expedition
sied Wuhan, she joined the CCP
me active in the Wohan Women's
ssucition.

' eapons lo oppress women

nd second

As to why my second uncle
s st stubbornly tried to interfere with my
s il was awing to the influence of the
lition of feudal-clan idealogy, as the
‘Ch'en family wus the most distinguished in my
native village. From generation to gencration
* we had becen big landlords, and under the
former exanination system some of us had
been graduatcs of the First Degree (equiy lent
* o BA), Second Degree(equiv alent to MA), and
Third Dugrec(equivalent to PH.D). The
: progenitors of biglandlords usually had a very
Cstrong  feudal ideology and particularly
adhered to old ritnals. These so-c alled rituals
and morals were the ideological weapons to
fo[lpn‘.\'s womern.
B The collective interference
Shivities did not mean they cared |
Seired for the protection of the long feudal
tradition of the Chen Family For example
the progeny of the Chen family as well as their
- relatives stopped talking w ith me as soon as 1
" hecame involved in the struggle. This shaws
how powerfully that feudal tradition :1.nd
ideology controlled the socicty at that period
" especially in their control of women. 1f Fhad
b not desperately and adumantly fought my way
out of my consin's house, onr struggle \\'lt)llld
By e been crippled and might have ended. The
elimination of the staunc hest one among usnot
only would have d\'llll\l.}ll\\'(\. the rest, but also
Wwanld hive put the rest in the same boat. From
ly understood that in the

with my ac-

or me, but

this episode, we easiiy i
eritical mom strausigence and courage are
weeded in a struggle. This

\
the quulitics most T
had really been a p
got the news that the authorities
istributed leaflets i

rofound lesson to us.

Since we
wanted to arrest us, we di i
the name of us five, to s ools, nfsncmtlonu,
and newspupers, exposing l‘hv hagh-hm\dr‘(l
dismissal of us by the princ _n.'n],‘:md his
despicable methods  of intimidation and
peguilement. We sent delegates to all student

associulions asking for assistance. The Wuhan
Provincial Students Federation immediately
called a mecting, in which a resolution was
passed: iF we five were arrested, a general
student strike would take place, As soon as the
anthoritics heard this, they withdrew the order
for arrest. This demonstrates that a reform
movement in one school eannot be isolated,
but must unite with the whole student move-
ment. The help of the Provincial Students
Federation, which we contacted at the begin-
ning of our struggle, saved us from arrest
After both soft and hard measures failed to
bring the desired result, the school used its last
resort—our dismissal. When we discovered the
wooden plaque for dismissal hanging on the
door of the auditorium at T:00 in the
morning, we ran to the principal’s office and
caught him at the door just as he was trying to
dush out to avoid the confrontation. We
questioned him about our dismissal. At that
time he was very arrogant, saying, “Since yon
have already been dismissed, you are not
entitled to speak to me.” However, we would
not leave. As he had had enough of us—the
harassment and sufferings that we had bought
to him during the past year—he sat down and
tried to argue with us. He considered that five
dismissed students would not be abig deal and
could not do too much harm
But he did not expect that at this time a few
hundred students were attending a moming
meeting in the yard, and a few of our
sympathisers took this opportunity of making
emotional appeals to them, severely attacking
our high-handed dismissal by the principal,
and his other odious regulations, etc. As a
result, the majority of the students (who were
drawn from every class in our school) were all
seething with indignation They marched to
the auditorium like an angry Wave, and took
down the wooden plaque for our dismissal
They then swarmed to the principal’s office
with the plague held by Li Che-sheh, astudent,
walking in front. They threw the plague in
front of him and stomped on it with their feet
At that time the mass was hy sterical: yelling,
sereaming, and cursing Some of them were for
striking the prinicipal, who was terrified into a
is face ashen, his body trembling like a
incapable of uttering a single word
orted by several women staf

leat, an
He was finally es
members to his office and locked up there for
protection. A score of us then staged a sit-in
outside his office demanding his resignation.

Miniature of revolution

that time was like @&

The situation at




utimn of
volutionar,
cadres wh,
ot of the

nts. After the
& Is Norm |
d powerfu]

nstant],
ice and
on: for

g Ly
have had the most heroic strik
will remove the oceupation by

struggle even at its ineeption,
participation of the women

it have complete victory,
“of organisation and political
among women workers  will
easily deceived. At the critical
ey might not be able to unite and
struggle against the oppressors.
e great responsibility falls on the
Jutionary students —to organise
omen workers to struggle against
ists and imperialists. They should
their struggle is closely related to
kers' and students’ movements, Only
the victory of the workers over the
appressor can the exploited women of

emancipated...”

the Comintern Women Secretariat,

“Yhird Congress of the Comintern in
I adopted a resolution call I“Theses
T ganda Work Among W g |
ed why a socialist revolution was
od to achieve women's liberation, and
v for the Communist parti to win
Sport of the masses of women if they
Tead the soc revolution to victory
May Fourth Movement of 1919 began
student protests against  ConCessi ms of
te territorial rights to Japan under the
s treaty that emded World War
i

o ernent
gy of Con-
Bt time written Chinese used a classic
dary and style as far removed from
Waily spevch as Latin 3 from moderm
an languages. The mtellectual I.rxk-n
May Fourth Move ment demonstratively

and puhhsl.-d newspapers

s in the v macular tongne, W):M,
common slang and a

Jtron. the #‘

[

educanonaiy,
Is conld anly he
alist revolution,
the then existing system. the
COP. inaddition to the fight for equal pay for
wien and wo Tahor legislation
as also fighting for
atiom of all oppressed wamen.
(&) e Thind Congress of the Third
Itermational devided that the CP in each
burean to lead
Ter shionlel b
assigned to cach seetic sprctal
s, The GOV decided o adopt this plan
as snm as possible. (Pp 506, The Drafl
Histary of the P by Wang Chun-inin.}

Heally a Chinese te . L, mot
the eollege president.
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tor Cirls Norni
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Organi's’a_tiopzil
~ Princ
of the SWP'

Resolution adopted by the Fifth National Con-

ference of th e
- 1977. e Socialist Workers Party, January,

[T
JONTHE St
m

For revalution
- re ary Marxists, questi et
organisation normally are subqor?ir::::g ?: Mensheviks were not. ach faction sought the

uesti : Wt
questions of program. The great debates in the g};i“f party organisation most suited to jts real

history of the sociali
cialist movement have.
. as a Itis with thisunderstandi
£ standing of the dialecti

rule, been centred ar

s | ound opposi iti i

: k i PpOsing political  interrelationship of program and organ

poﬂs tlrunsj and hr vren:;(i:asecundarilyconcemed and of the subordination of th X JSUI
putes about o gal former that the Sm:ﬂ]ist orker: ll:'l'tl;r f.lfl -

di b Wi arty adopts

tional practices,
this resolution on its organisatio

h National Conference of SWP.

in their spare time, play at being
revolutionaries. This is because the Leninist
model is the one best designed to realise the
program  of socialist revolution. For the
“revolutionary” dilettantes, program and party
are distinct, and even conflicting, worlds: “1
ek, ot hecanse of its numbers, but because  agree that your position 18 better than that of
I the institutions of the capitalist state are the CPA or ALP.bu!ancrgmn_._\at|ouualsslnal|as
esigned to perpetuate bourgeois power .|r| yours can't change anything. (1-,1: _SUD[’C’YF
fder to achicve its historic mission of in- l"ﬂ_StUIWh-ll!'ou~a.\‘-butim_lﬂﬁ’l_lf}ﬁl\b'llal;?r.;.‘l
futing socialism the working cluss must be w_luch dcng_ed_megl|er_|_g?}ttosa} l:huggll el
teel andl conscions of its gouls. This unity and disagreed.” To Trotskyists, suc . 15[1;;(1_{197»\
7 : an he brought about only are false to the core, the creation o dabblers at
. Ll‘ linar the revolutionary revolution who want to be free to talk about
e l'hl-- !\]::Iln:lwu: neity and singleness of  socialism without obligating themselves to do
:url;m:\ ::;fm:. it to i.ru.\ ide the class as a a_l:)lhiug about it. True, our party is slna.l.l in
Jiole with the necessary leadership size at present, but to become a mass pmla To\:
L nction of such a party, the  any other .bm.n.lth.m our program wou
fiRtlic cons't menthasyet,  sel-defcating. Yes, members are obligated to
e rovalutionasy R ; defend the party's positions in public; if they

ory hus taught us by both positive and
xamples, that capitalisim will not
mply collapse becanse of its own contradic-
tions, nor will it be overthrown by a collection
individuals, acting as individuals, no matter
“how numerous they might be The bourgeoisie
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mﬂﬂdﬂﬁ tramition from cap

" 3
The members have chosen the SWP s the
Instrument best suited to effecting ﬂut!:'hmi-
tion. Because of their belief in the correetness
of its program, members of the SWI are loyal
Lf:‘ﬂu- party. They work selflessly to build it
e the party i indispensable to the future
which lhu! desire for humanity. .
Asn y union of I fes, the

o

7

“Uhe party selects Its members an i by
thedr adhercnce to its program and williy,,
to work for ity implesentution, g
This means that the party i, or stric,
become, @an o isation  of  profes.o,
revolutionaries.  Professional  rovolitiog .J..‘
are ool only people who have fully ;
assignments from the party-—on the \IJII”-“\
Direet Action or as. anch organisers, £,

party has both the right and the obligati

and an  anconditional |0}'uilyUu 'li:n :::
program and organisation from all present
members and all those  persens  seeking
merbership. Those who doul Hhcmrrvcfm':
of the Trotskyist program: those whe deny the
tm'lw-wify of & democratic-contralist party;
drm- who regard it merely as a means of
;1 d\:nfnfinu their personal ambitions—all such
i'wldlmlt are, of course, entitled to their
iv |:iw But they are not entitled to membership
SnWi]’(l Sovialist Workers Party, Loyalty to !k‘r
i the primary condition for membersh ip

ple. 1 I rovolutionar
::meum' whis sees the highest purr::::‘i:e* h». :
er Jife ay advineing the socialist revolion,
that s, building the party, and {5 willing 1
accopt any  assignient within his or ‘I i
f.'n%l'vlly that will eontriliute to this goal '
e very act of fou ¥ WP
called e m'iallarWnrkn«\:r":“ ';t‘:u‘?-“rfr-:\h::li‘
a factional stroggle in the Australion '|',,,|I‘|,‘| ,'.
Tuvt-fuml around this question of the necd For
) l;::ly cnnfpnn-d ol prafessional
i m(::lm;‘i:;u. z’aﬂgran:]l]hlngmnmw denicd
1 e practicability o
;‘.::’::Ili;m tht‘urrslilun party En IP:: ‘:';I::::;fmll
am!:: ! they  preferred  the  Resistano
e ct': i structure, which allows the leador
b dlgi“ any demaeratic control by the rnk
bt not promote the developiment of a self
o ':lf"“ |3":’“"‘-'""5' i‘dllclle‘l?nu(ln-.. fTher
el :;:,. s‘#’fzt that the absence of a party
in mum;muu ‘::m%mu e
Q:rnllrallnn Trotskyism, &‘m?}?ﬂ:i':. g
e HES il
M:en)lr' :"{agrf;%ulml revolutionaries m: l;‘l’(
i "my ividuals who conld have bren
e et “:’:']‘;IPWHVE of soefulist revolution
b e £ € movement, and Trotskyism
bt s break the hold of ALP and
el artnisim on widy layers of radics
youth, despile the altractivenen. of ot
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war

ment, move-
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i ;h':l I'Il]l:Iu:I“rn ure subjected tggz. ::::,; g
stile sures
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it beconues mecossary for thi s this hapspens,
with !lmm- whine coni i l’ln part waysy
organisation wonld delyase « ence in the
stanebards of members " Program or
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ocratic centralism

Suclulist Workers Party s a demaocratic
gligt  organisation. Democracy, cen

and the unity of the t
pecessary b
of overthrowing Australian

yare

. gt

italisin.
Bemoeracy within the party does not exist
its own sake, because democracy s

asiderce to be a trans wental good. Nor
tice democracy because the
alist of the future will be

Oeratic; our job is to act as midwives for
Birth of the new socicty, not to provide a
Bodel of what that society will be like
“he plain fact is that a really Bolshevik party
nnot exist withont inter democracy. Even
i the micst of u civil war, even when the party
ult Forved to take the exceptional measure of
anning factions, members of the Bolshe vik
rty continued to enjoy a broad freedom to
e sy, criticise, and oppose party puolicies and

eavers.
The stifling of every hin! of dissident

thought, the obligation of members to worship

Thought of the Leader, are not
(s but the very antithesis  of
The strangulation by Stalinism of

smunist Parties all over
ace mn;-.miuwnl to

y democ
¢ world was a necess
jhe process of c©
olutionary prolet:

¥
werting  them from

) organisations into
nter-revolutionary, class-collaborationist,
fickspittle servants of the diplomatic needs of

@ pelty-hourgeols caste which had usurped
B r in the first workers state. The Stalinist
of subservience to imperialism could
wirried out by a party acc pstomed to

! ,‘Ll’lvishm-u
& Unfortunately
ddea of soc julisin o

Bfhe 1060: and who

many of those won fo the
uring the radicalisation o
rejected the reformist
politics of Stalinism neve rtheless nm-rilirfl'ly
- accepted the Stalinist caric ature of Bolshevism
BFor ool coin Around the world today, there
B are countless roups supposedly “Rnﬂ_l"ﬂ to
the “lcft” of the CP in whit h the only right of
to do as they are told by the

E;Lll.\l:‘-'l I‘ \dvrs, and whose members accept
Such a situation because they believe it
peproscnts o aorm of Bolshevik organisation.
Biccsion Ay the Jeaders ol uuhg:nu;n,lrsta‘lly
gut off from reality by Ilmglyrar’\ (n! being
treated as somt hyingg approag hmgdwimly.wi'll
Svon try 8 apply their own gprgnnixnlilvnal
norins DY foree to aother parties, as the
Australian Healy ites have recently begun todo.

y revolutionary Marxist party practices
internal democrmcy and advocates  and

defends it in the workers movement generally
ntially the same reason. Just as the
proletariat must be able to hear and evaluate
sims of competing tendencies if it istobe
really won to the revolutionary party, so the
party itself requires the maximum possible
discussion and democratic exchange of ldeas at
all levels if the party is to be able to chart a
correct course through the abrupt shifts of the
class struggle

“In the construction of such a
[revolutionary] party, the
history of the revolutionary
movement has yet to provide a
better example than that of the
Bolshevik party of Lenin. By
leading the Russian Revolution to
victory, the Bolsheviks provided
an unsurpassed example of the
kind of party which is needed in
order to realise the program of
socialist revolution.”

No leadership, of any party, has ever been
infallible. The best leaders are those who are
most capable of learning from the experiences
of the entire party and the current stage of the
class struggle and the mood of the working
class and using this knowledge to determine
whatever changes may be necessary the
party's program or activity But there is no way
in which the leadership can obtain reliable
feedback from the ranks if all levels of the
party do not feel free to express their criticisms
when the line or the method of implementing it
appears to conflict with the requirements of
the class struggle

Qur party s a voluntary union of
revolutionaries, whic h solves its problems and
sets its course by pooling its experiences and
ideas and arriving at a collective decision. We
join the party becausewe realise that a union of
revolutionaries is more effective than the sum
total of the efforts of individuals would be. But
a party lacking internal democracy sic rifices
one of the most important benefits of such a

union: the opportunity to chart its political
course on the basis of the collective knowledge
of the leadership available to it.

Not only is party democracy the sole means
by which the organisation of revolutionaries
can ensure that it responds correctly to the
demands of the class struggle It is the only
guarantee the party has of obtaining the best
leadership available to it




explicitly
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other s,
fratorn. |

h Allianc

frivnds, or

jolations of centralism not only

t of the majority to decide, but
party’s effectiveness and make it
the party to judge the correctness
of its political line, since aline that
Iy half-heartedly or by only a part
embership has not really been
| ta the test of events,

ntrary to the mythology
led by the Stalinists, the
nce of factions is not a
adiction of Bolshevik
isational practices. The
hevik Party itself originally
ormed as a faction within
Russian Social Democratic
or Party—an indication that
in, at least, did not regard
ions as contrary
ism....A revolutionary par-
an no more get along without
occasional appearance of
¢ than it can get along
free and open discussion
for the
differences
ng to the point where
ons are formed is implicit in
discussion of the party’s

igh degree of centralism

os a high degree of political homogeneity

the party. Individuals or groups who

¢ fundamental disagreements with the

's goals, whao are not loyal to the party

, canmot be expected to work loyally and
ciplined fashion to ance

“

lf"&l'l|:ll(' !lln' manner in which the party reaches
sions: to set the form, the time and
ms of discussions prior to national
nees, to require that discussion cease
once the conference has decided disputed
questions or to perinit cont wid oral or written
dicvssion on specific matters if that seems best,
or perhaps to require the dissolution of factions
or restrict their activities once a pre-conference
discussion period has ended, and so on.

This conception of the rights of the majority
has been challenged in the SWP in the past by
the opportunist Barnes group This grouping,
which considered the public existence of our
party as a section of the World Party of
Socialist Revolution to be an obstacle to a
camfortable political existence in Social
Democratic circles, sought an nrg;misal'mrml
form in keeping with its prograrm. In the place
of a united, revolutionary centralist party in
which all members loyally apply the decisions
of the majority, the Barnes cligue sought a
federation of groupings, each carrying out its
awn activities and only uniting upon those
projects agreed upon in negotiations between
the leaders of these groups.

The Barnes cligue could have been retained
in the party on those terms only by a betrayal of
socialism. It would have converted the SWP
from a revalutionary centralist party into a
“broad.” “inclusive” party on the model of the
ALP and the Social Democracy in ather
countries. The incompatibility of such an
arganisational form with our revolutionary
goals has been well explained by the US
Trotskyists in their 1965 resolution: “The
Organisational  Character of the Socialist
Workers Party™:

“The revolutionary Marxian party rejects,
pot only the arbitrariness pf the Communist
Party, but also the spurious and deceptive ‘all-
inclusiveness’ of the social-democratic variety,
which is a sham and 2 fraud. Experience has
wuvfdanwhuwf-h that this all-inclusiveness
paralyzes the party in general and the
revolutionary Jeft wing in particular, sup-

and bureaucratically hounding the
m giving free rein to the right wing to
commit the greates! erimes in the name of
socialism and the party. The SWP seeks to be
inclusive only inthis sensethat it accepts into its
ranks those who accept is program @

s and that ndnm-dummtgw
who reject its program and principles

Ttis that sort of nclusiveness which
the basis for 3 revolutionary democtatic:

There ::n;. hard-and-fast rules which can




L aquestion bl
arty Doy s Bl
m A siiliject. Vhis
bl rirs iy ot discisy political
wpt D ol o even that the
o siabsinien i grarticnlir s Hut

g thut all such dis andl
jiiind o il ot in e ardduney with
o established by the majority

wid st by canrl
g o) the part
o p general 1y s ol forn
that sy arise o prosmote 4
itieud Ne al ties perinitted b
o geperally dunog e prveen
mpvrlxul (37 || 1l
odd  fommation
i the prarty b addogt a party i Lo

exprossed o uwore
Jorinn th
daring to fhe party theb wdbrene
B fine of e docoinents oh % rtatbon bty the  panty ol Win dess
gy b Dt Mewhers of the y puniedy the confusionist mubens
o hound by any sort ¢ ‘ g of pt aorgeits prarii aris
- on the hest win ? 3 Bt comtrary o the by peediled by
’ mﬁu within the party. / ’ e sisds, the existence ol factions is 4
ical, bt not an orgs comitradiction ol Bedshovik g st il

e thens. Pl Bolsduew ik Party itsad argmiatly
was Lormod w8 @ faction within te WRausssian
5 tendon ; saseaatie Labuor Varty —ai iupchie tion
P Bl e thuaat amaban, gt Joast -il;! ol oggard |aetions s
Yaction b 4 o otrary b Lonksin Frostsky b 1930 wrote o
Lot d e Bolshawik Party's attityde Lo factipns:
b of Bl s o of
the freee shrmgach cleaeies and factions o
Al fugand puere wids . Boshslia lp.m.ud tharnsigl
and  antidpoycolth

B her type of dopietion ¥
"

e dise il
Waction is ¥ T e thit ougdel mot
’ '
I “gprsdatian W
s o ared uswrrestion im e
o, i @ i ety ol the Brest
Litovel Gaaty LAt ompaats, gatianus i
apgpmmns of the officid suditgary g ey, ot

A gevautiouary party Sk 60 mose s
Wil ALA

PrIEE s
ity of difforeuces dev
pout whiers fectoms e fos
e Mw.uml&rwr‘-
GO zui-adh i i g

sthoswed aaay
adl paales



Hesiied]

‘carries with it the right to
seddom of discussion, debate, and

ssion  prescribed by the party,
‘of\the party have the right to be
tically represented at all
jugs of the party and

ioms, the highest of whic

ty to the party and the rejection of
iz 1o .

of the party and its discipl n
filiated to one of the units of the
rescribed in its constitution. Party
mcludes the obligation to work
the goals of the organisation, in the
ated by the appropriate party
carry out all such assigmnents ina
@l manner, It is the duty of every
to contribute fimancially to the
 the organisation in accordance with

ability to do so.

ive membership—that is, the
whole—has its rights too. When the
he party and the rights of individual
conflict, it is the rights of the party
¢ precedence. Party democracy means
upulous respect for the rights of a

but also the right of the majonity to

g, but a revolationary o
5 in order to act with the

i Section 3 We lave

any use for the sart of “paliticians” who curry
el to office by wheeling and dealing

opposing viewpoints, promising all

s to all people inthe manner of bourgeols

onary combat party such as the
1 e no ather basis for leadership

and example—the party's activity towards fis
gouls in a way that conforms to the state of the
class struggle and to the political line
democratically adopted by the party.

“A revolutionary Marxist party
practices internal democracy and
advocates and defends it in the
workers' movement generally for
essentially the same reason. Just
as the proletariat must be able to
hear and evaluate the claims of
competing tendencies if itis to be
really won to the revolutionary
party, so the party itself requires
the maximum possible discussion
and democratic exchange of
ideas at all levels if the party is to
be able to chart a correct course
through the arl')rupt shifts of the



N anmy conntry
0 internation,|

t revalutions
and the stage

arty anywhere amounts to
ahble to throw up a cadre of
L who have grown up out of
}ln are known to its members
them. You can't monkey with
f leaclership.”
out of the Comintern, as I said,
emibered the crimes of the
neialism in one country’ was not
One of the greatest crimes was
[ ting life of the
munist partics. The Stalinist
threw the indigenous leaders
Whore they couldn't overthrow
ctly, they would conspire against
iction on foot, with secret backing,
ine and finally get rid of all the
ent characters in the leadership.”
the SWP, as a part of the
ry international, has the right and
o express publicly its views on all
facing the international workers
nt. To deny this right would be to
¢ party's right to select its own
hip in an organisation in which leaders
ted first and foremost on the basis of
tical program. There can be, of
o artifical dividing line between
ian questions” on which the SWP
“and “international questions” which
exclusive prerogative of some body of
th International. We are part of the
International precisely because of our
nalist program, because, in the
of the death agony of capitalism, the
s facing Timorese or Portugese or
or Chinese or Angolan workers are the
uestions facing Australian workers,
er much the forms in which the
s are posed might appear to differ.
s this understanding of the interrelation
“national” and international issues
makes it obligatory for the SWP to be

part of the international revolutionary party.

8. The proletarian orientation of the
SWP

_ The revolutionary program of the SWP and
its internationafisin are based on the party's
proletarian orientation. The working class is
the only trily progressive and revolutionary
class in modern society. Only the working class
has the potential power tu end exploitative and
oppressive eapitalisin and remake saciety
along socialist lines. To carry out this task
requires the leadership of a revolutionary
party. Only if the revolutionary party is deeply
embedded in the working class, is composed
predomimantly of workers, and enjoys their
respect and confidence can it lead them to
victory,

The proletarian orientation of the party
means a systematic and concerted effort to
root the party in all sectors of the mass
moverent and to recruit the best militants and
activists to the SWP. The party must orient to
the Labor Party, the mass reformist political
party based on the trade umions. It must
participate in the life of the trade unions, the
women's liberation movement, and the Black
movement. The SWP must actively involve
itself in the student movement: this work takes
the form of intimate collaboration with, and
support to the Socialist Youth Alliance, the
independent Trotskyist youth organisation in
political solidarity with the SWP.

The proletarian orientation of the SWP
means the SWP must function as a
homogeneous campaign party: we must
concentrate our whole resources on specific
and realistic objectives and thereby increase
our effectiveness. We must constantly strive to
professionalise all aspects of the party’s work.

list

Malaysian Soclalist Review is a journal published
by Malaysian revelutionary soclallsts resident in
Australia.

It speclalises in political analysis and interpreta-
tion of the history and current affairs of Southeast
Asian counltries. Speci
radical and labor
Malaysia. &
SUBSCRIBE AND READ EVERY ISSUE.

[ 1$2.50for 6 issuesand[ ]$5.00for 12ssues.

al emphasis is placed on
movements In Australia and

NAME

. Write to MSR, PO Box K579, Haymarkel 2000.




Our revolutionary heritage

Leon Trotsky

Problems of
Party Building

[Reprinted from the International Socialist
Heview, July, 1977]

In the fall of 1935, Leon Trotsky, then living
Norway, was very much concerned about
the French section of the movement that later
became the Fourth International. In 1934, the
members of theFrench section had joined the
French Socialist Party (Section F du

they held many discussions between the end of
October and the middle of November. Trotsky
succeeded in convincing Zeller that a Fourth
In!temam'nai ?ax needed and that he should
return to France to join with the
Bol _" 4 k-Leninists in winning the Young
Socialists to that point of view.

The subjects they discussed touched almost
?N"WJ}‘GC:?;‘ of the revolutionary movement,

" :

Internationale Quvriere—SFIO) and the
Young Socialists. They formed a faction, the
Bolshevik-Leninist Group. Having won a

ber of party bers to revolutionary
Marxist positions, they were now being
expelled by the SFIO bureaucracy.

A whole book on this subject, The Crisis of
the Fr::ndh Sec&l?nm%),bﬁ;‘ud by Naomi
Allen myself, e ed shor
Pa;\flﬂdef Press. # 4l

o aid his French comrades, Trotsk
decided to invite a young Frenchman, Frs&
Zeller, to visit him for political discussions.
Zeller was the leader of the Young Socialists in

i the p or n, which
rotsky viewed as one of the weaknesses of
the French movement. The advice he gave on
this was mmgn‘ specifically at the needs of the
French section of that time and was not
intended for all times and places. But much of
it is alfb' useful as general guidelines for
revolutionary socialists today.
ﬁ_Zel_ler. who was twenty-three at the time of
is visit, became one of the young leaders of
the French section. He was expelled for an
indiscretion at the end of 1937  refoined at the
end of World War Ii, and resigned from the
movement in 1948, He later became the head
of the Freemasons in France. The following

P o o memier of o i i e

against right-wingers in the SFIO and the
Young 1
for “Trotsk " although he had not

yet joined the Bolshevik-Leninist Group.
Zeller accepted Trotsky's invitation, and

'

P (t lated into m risis
in the Frepch Sel:tkm)m-fm'@,nf.mﬁ: (“T:-:]n
Points Clest Tout (Robert Laffont IlD?ﬁ)l
a!lhcmg_k a large part was pll-lmed Il;
La Verite, September 19, 1967.

-ﬂ-om Breitman

asked me  my  opinion of the
il Bolshiovik-Leninists in Paris. | spoke
gautiously. Then there was a silence
Kuow, he said, “there isn't much
Nouhave to work with the material that
hive on hand. That is not always con-
S When | arrived in Prinkipo, [ received
trings  of letters from  enthusiastic
ts who offercd to come visit me. In
i I had to put my confidence in the
fints wlo, on the whole, shared the
Sectives of the Russiun Opposition. [ had
ot the skeptics and the dilettantes. The
ement had to prove itself by marching
Iy forwird. We had to have a periodical,
ko delend and spread our ideas and reply
the Stalinist slanders, and then, little by little,
fegroup in one organisation all those who
il with us and wanted to struggle. So,
Bite the friendship that I felt for Monatte,
fier, or Lonzon, our disagreviments over
role of the party and the trade unions
i others, did not permit constructive
Swith the anarcho-syndicalist militants of
olution proletarienne. As for Treint, with
i I hid a long correspondence, it was
Senlt if not impossible to gather his small
P around my friends because o their
Bt »d hostility. Moreover, it is curious
freint succeeded in making so many
auies on all sides!
also reveived Maurice and Magdeleine
but what can you do? Although [
Weiated their talent and their desire to

| Trotsky (third from left) arriving al Oslo from France,

help me, I didn't feel the spark that would have
helped me to decide upon them. Something
very important was lacking; the desire to act, to
struggle with one's face bare, to assert oneself
and, if necessary, to sacrifice everything to the
independence of one's ideas. [ did not feel that
in those two dilettantes of communism
SO

“When Raymond Molinier arrived, a young
man of twenty-five, full of plans, of faith, of
enthusiasm, of drive, though he might be
somewhat adventuristic, and after him Naville,
Gerard Rosenthal, the young Van, and all the
others, they were the ones I put my confidence
in. But their difficult characters and the
inevitable struggle of people among
themselves did not always make collective
work easy. I know it; I know it well. But what
about it? Without doubt, the arrival in the
French organisation of new and young fighters
will cause things to fall into shape....”

Democratic Centralism

Trotsky often stressed organisational
problems [in our talks]. He properly attached
great importance to these

If you do not train good, serious ad-
ministrators at every level of the movement,
you will not win even if you are right a
thousand times over. What the Bolshevik-
Leninists have always lacked—and particular-
Iy in France—are organisers, good treasurers,



accurate accounting, and publications thatarc
readable and well proof-read.”

The mast serious difference that L hil with
him, if I dare suy so, was over demoeritic
centralism, whose implacably authoritarian
‘conveption scemed to me as dangeraus as the
Social Demoeratic method, which never
permits ordinary branch members toinfluence
the party leadership in decisive fashion....

Trotsky, while strongly insisting that Lenin's
Political Burean applied a “democratic” ce
tralism while Stalin’s applied a “bureauer
centralism, remembered having come up
against this problem at the Second Congress
[of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party.
1903], which separated him from Lenin for
several yvars

“Nevertheless,” he added, “Lenin was right
again. Without a strongly centralised party, we
could never have taken power. Centralism
means focusing the maximum organisational
effort toward the “goul.’ It is the only means of
leading millions of people in combat against
the possessing classes.

“If we agree with Lenin, that we are in the
epoch of imperalism, the last stage of
capitalism, it is necessary to have a
revolutionary organisation flexible enough to
deal with the problems of an underground
struggle as well as those of the seizure of
power. Hence the necessity of a strongly
cmh::lli:md party, capable of orienting and
lt:aduu; the musses and of conducting the
gigantic struggle from which they should
emerge victorious Hence also the necd to
:)l!muvr;i\-ely make a loyal self-criticism at every

e,

He added that the application of centralisin
should not be schematic but should develop
out of the political situation. He cited as an

mple the Russi Party in 1921,
passing from a military and ultrucentralised
type of organisation required by a civil war to
an organisation based on factory cells as a
muﬁm of the needs of economiic reconstrie-

- “Between congresses, it was the Co
Committee and its Political Bureau that ll':;!t;:l:
party and supervised the rigorous exceution at
every level of the policy decided by the
majority. It was not permissible to return
constantly to questions of oricntation and this
to violate the execution of the policy decided
e

~ Healso returned often to one of the )
dangers facing the workers’ L

which  exhaust
fxpTobss 50 e
threatens the French section, It

Trotsky:
essenlial to realise political program.

stressed well d movement

was one of the principal reasons that led us to
urge our comrudes to enter the SFIO as a
tendeney.” The experience has heen shown to
be a good one, in that it enabled them to work
deeply among the masses, to confinn the
correctness ol their policy, to extend their
influence and  to consolidate  themselves
organisationally.

lA.” ?’Iis life Lenin Fought aganst sectarian
dwl‘d{mm that  will and have ecut
revolutionaries off from mass movements and
from elear understanding of the situation.
Severul times he had to fight against the 'Old
Bolsheviks” who were capable of nothing
mare in his aby |
contorm to the ‘sacred doenments,”
Trotsky r ed whit had happened in 105
when the Bolsheviks plaved only a small rol
becanse of the sectariun position they adoy
in Lenin's absenee, toward the Petro;
Hoviet: * i

nee than try ing to make reality

aretical routine, this absence of political
stical creativity, is no substitute for
ity, an ability to size things up at a
‘the flair for ‘teeling’ a situation while
out the main threads and developing an
| strategy. In a revolutionary and
jally an insurrectional period these
5 become decisive.”

cern for Comrades

atsky frequently returned to the need to
gthen the fraternal bonds among the
udes in struggle:
t is necessary to preserve, encourage, and
el over those bonds,” he would repeat. “An
enced worker member represents an
mable capital for the organisation. It
years to educate a leader. We therefore
d do everything possible to save a
her. Don't destroy him if he weakens, but
1 to overcome his weakness, to get over
ament of doubt.
ever forget those who ‘falll by the
side. Help them to return to the organisa-
if you have nothing irremediable to
roach them for on the level of revolutionary
lity.”
hen we walked alang the mountainside in
evening, it occurred to him to discuss the
sical well-being of the members, what
y we call the “shape” they are in. He was
ry concerned about this. He thought about
looking out for those who had become
austed, about conserving the strengths of
e weakest people:
B[ enin was always concerned with the
th of his collaborators. ‘It is necessary to 20
fur as possible in the combat and the road is
ng, he would say.”
The internal atnosphere of the organisation
orried  him, In the small vanguard
ovements which fight against the stream,
1 disputes arc often the most severe an
_ After being expelled from the SFI0,
the Bolshevik-Leni roup was div ided into
“many hostile factic
“[f the comrades were to look alittle beyond
themselves and direct their efforts to outside
and practical work, the ‘crisis’ would resolve
L ftself,” Trotsky said. "But it is always necessary
to see to it that the atmosphere remains healthy
and the intern | climate acceptable to
everyont Comrades should work with all their
heart and with maximuin confidence
Building the revolutionary party requires
paticnc nd hard work. At any price, the best
should not be discouraged, and you should
show yoursclves capable of working with
.

everyone. Each person is a lever to be fully
utilised to strengthen the party. Lenin knew the
art of doing that. After the liveliest, most
polemical discussions, he knew how to find the
words and the gestures that would soften
unfortunate or offensive remarks.”

For Trotsky the essential thing in the period
ahead consisted of creating an organisational
apparatus. Without an apparatus there is no
possibility of applying a policy: everything is
limited to empty bousts without real weight
The difficulty in great human constructions is
the judicious choice of the personality suited to
a given function. The art of the organiser
consists in accustoming a number of in-
dividuals to work together so that each one
becomes the complement of the others. An
“apparatus” is like an orchestra in which each
instruiment expresses its own voice in order to
blend unobtrusively into the harmony that is
thus created.

“Avoid placing members of equal ability and
similar temperament on the same work
committees,” said Trotsky. “They will nullify
each other's work and the results counted on
will not be obtained

“Learn how to choose comrades suited for a
given task; explain patiently what is expected
of them: act with flexibility and tact —that is
the way a true leadership is built

“Leave maximum initiative to the responsi-
ble comrades in their own field. If errors are
committed, correct them by explaining in a
comradely fashion how they are harmful to
the party as a whole Do not take ad-
ministrative measures except m unusually
serious cases. As a general rule everyone
should be allowed to advance, develop. and
improve.

“Don't lose yourselves in secondary details
which congeal the total situation. Do only what
you are able to do with the forces at your
disposal. Never more, except, of course, in
decisive situations.”

The Old Man added that the nerves of the
comrades must not be strained indefinitely.
After hard efforts, one needs to catch one’s
breath, get one’s bearings, restore  one’s
energies, and rest.

At the level of organisational work, one must
be methodical and precise, leaving nothing to
chance.

“Whatever you do, set yourself an abjective,
"modest, but strive to attain it.
Proceed this y in every phase of the
organisation. Then you should elaborate a
short- or long-term plan, and apply yourself to
it without weakening, w ith aniron hand. This is
the only way to move forward and make the
whole organisation progress.”

even if very

a
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Karl Marx

The essays in his book are a sustained
polemic against the more prominent  an-
timaterialists who profess allegiance to Marx-
ism but sacrifice some of its prineiples in their
writings, These include such figares as
Althusser; the early Lukaes; Korsch; Marcuse,
Alfred Schmidt, and other luminaries of the
Frankfurt School; and Sartre. In*connection
with them he takes up the position of Levi-
Strauss and Chomsky.

He states his own intellectial affinities in this
syni-

way: “Henee the author's unconcealed

pathy tor Engols. Lenm and Trotsky d
not reveive & very good pross these daes g,
the revolutionary left dn the Wes i,
prefors to go buck to the carly Lukics, Ko,
or Rosa Luxemburg (interpreted iy,
turist sense which does not correspond to 1,
real thought.” (pp 22)

Timpanaro scts his eriticisin ol the e
adulterators of Marxist theory in the by
historical contest of intelleetual develape
over the pist century. Marxism, as the scicnting
ontlook of the revolutionary woring cliss, b

*had to make its way thiough o cultoral

political terrain ocenpicd by bourgeois
petty-bourgeois forees and ideas that o

exerted  unremitling  pressures  upon i
adherents. Conseqpuently, from one generaitio
to the next, the propagators and defendors ol
dialectical materialism have been obliged +
connter attempts to introduce incongroon:
ideas, derived from alicn eluss sources, into i
structure,

: The deviators have been mnost strongly
influcnced by twa opposing  trends ol
bourgeois thaught. Oue has been neoidealion
the other neapusitivism. Despite their very
different standpoints and methods, they have
incommon a hostility to s dern materialisn o
elucidated by the eroators of Marxisin and ther
most qualificd disciples. Most of the W estern

* Marxists have gone astray by sucenmbing to

certuin attractive tenets of one or the ather of
these types of thought

Just as Lenin took npy the cudgels against
empiriocriticisni in 1908, so his true followers
must nowadays ward off the eneroachments ol
a comparable eclecticism, They have to
conduet a two-front CAMpiign: against a
relapse it semi-Hegelianism by exponents of
thepraxis” school on one side, and against -thc
formalistic structuralists on the other, Tim-
panaro subjects both of these fushi;]n‘nhlv
currents of thought to searching cxmninm‘-i:)u

Their  three-sided cotroversy T‘l'\'ﬂl\'{'\:
aronnd  the question: how is fhe rﬂiulinr‘l
between objuctive reality und sacial life to be
conceived? The mech | materialists who
espouse behaviorism or binlogism try to slur
over ar obliterate the qualitative distinetion
between mal and human behavior, The
privologists, on the other hand, assert or imply
that the “second nature.” the artificial environ-
ment created by hy ity in the historical
development of social lite, has entirely ab-
sorbed primordial natore into itself, They
thereby head toward some form of a volune
taristic spiritualism,
Pinpdnara steers clear of both errors, He
writes: ...to reduce man to what is specific
about him with respect to other aniinaly is just

LN by L K ’ Ll

w ey

RUs el e s Lt e s iveanminon witly
VLGS s Lis ditinition of a geniine
W nateriilisin we nnderstind
Pl chyiow Tedgoment ol the priority of
1 or il vou like, of the
v el aver the biological Teviel, and of
ol level over the socio
el Tevel: both in the sense of
Blomicsl priovity (the very lone tine
supervencd before life appearcd on
gl Dot con the origin of Tite and the
ok nim). and in the sense ol the
fitiooiing which nature stll exereises on
IEcontmne to exercise at least for the
uture. Cognitively, theretore, the
st maintains  that experence
B redoced cithier to a prodoction ol
by i subject (however sueh praduoetion
rocal implication of
mint, n ather words
evide the element of passivite in
e the extornal situation which we do
e but which imposes itsell on us. Nor
v way reahsorh this external datum
naki g it a mere negative moment in the
ity of the subject, or by making both the
B¢t and the object mere moments, dis-
fiigtishable only in abstraction, of a single
gotive reality consituted by experience.” (p
Objectivity would be a better term than
vity for designating the active role of the
il world in hunan experience —G.N.|
1e praxis theoreticians, rom the Lukaes of
O anel Cluss Consciousness o Gramsci
Sartre, commit the unpardonable
ression of shul ling away the existence ol
ik independent of humanity by insisting
the object is inseparable from the subject
wev humanity’s action and eficet upon
¢ does not eliminate the priority of
s action and effect upon humanity. For
I Gnctcrialists, pre-Marsist  and  Marsist
K. ¢l objective world anteditos bumanib
Any indecisivencss on

indloerlios its history
Gardinal proposition inesarably pulls the
b lors toward antimaterialist conclusions of
e sorl or another

eh a breakaway from the first prenise of
it riilis is the impetus behind the attacks
o the philosophical traditions upheld by
and Lenin. The negative
secls by varions thinkers

ik
ihaels. Plekhanoy
Waluations made of | T
Foin Luhacs to Colletti have a logical outcome

is no matter of chanee. Timpanaro says that
Bhowe who have ewbarked on a “Marsism
Withont  Enucl hine wrrived. . calierenth

Bl at w Marsisi without Mars.” "(p 132)
theorctical views of the eocreators of

The
o by sweldisd

1 i
il i
fgectloer that the positions ol e one canmot e

fisus o od without discarding those of the

One dine ol argnment invoked by the prisis
aned prigmitic indicters of Engels is tha
Mrsisne is purely and simply o niothod. of
inguars thak wounled retain its valie and vidicits
resardless o the sun and substanee of ils
It is. s to speak. o kind ol

i techuique of eritivisin
detachiabile from tie body of its principles and
conclisions. This approach Fails to distinguish
betwern what is absolutely essential to a
particular philosophy and what is dispensable
and episodic in its expressions. To rejeet the

ol natnre i particalur, and objeetive
conditions in gencral. is to et the heart ont of
AMarxist, phiilosophy
urunst redneing NLirsism toa revolutionany
sociology by purging it of all aspects of a
general eonception of reality

specilie docirines,

intellectial activity

Princy

Fimpanaro  protests

“Marxism, as the scientific out-
look of the revolutionary work-
ing class, has had to make its way
through a cultural and political
terrain occupied by bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois forces and
ideas that have exerted unremit-
ting pressures upon its adherents.
Consequently, from one genera-
tion to the next, the propagators
and defenders of dialectical
materialism have been obliged to
counter attempts to introduce
incongruous ideas, derived from
alien class sources, into its struc-
ture.”

Such an abridgement enables its prac-
titioners to discard whatever elements of
dialoctical materialism are uncongenial to
thein or unsuited to their purposes. Timpanaro
emphasises that scientific socialism can no
mare be redueed to its methodology alone than
can scicnce in general. Its adherents must
attengl tu the results of its researches which
reflect objective roolities, since its verified
conclusions about tl. nature of things exist in
organic  unity  wih s pnslu]zlter- and
])[lit'ﬁ‘(llkr[")-

sts are repelled by
on revsrd as a form of
just as existen-

As a rule the antimate
scienee, which some e
“hourgeais false ob-ctivity,  jus ¢
tinlists disiniss it as an unauthentic perversion
of real being Timpanaro scoms such
irrationalism as obscurantist. He asserts the

45




HESE PO (it eryr,
G rom or cou g,

oncanlt and Lacan, an ambition
s of philksophy, of a
ral.”” (p 171) He charges

s rules like an emperor
sstern anthropology today, Timpans

ts he sports, While: Levi-Strauss tips his
e dlirection of Marxisin, his
n and exposition turns historical

{ Marsisin that sovial being deter-
comsciousness; Levi-Stre

product of the collective
a special sort of hidden,
s, and insariant universal mind
jor work, apart froim hiis Liter analysis
is The Elementary Structures of
wined the thesis tha the
and  Pundamental form of
from the reciproval
wn by men to cement s

bias Is wionven inlir @

R e
B cutistic pactin o8 e disof
elenentary

jichly idealistic metlu
‘ irsis twcessary i search l,ll'ﬂllf_

atoms and nuclear particles and biologis
genes, Similarly, Marx singled out "::i. :J,r
:l;n:ilf) frirlu ax the g v unit of capitalist

ations, However, complex and moltifarkons
phenom ciun be reduced o the essential
clements that wnderlie and cause
themn along two different paths that give very
different results

One relates surfuce appearances to real
though unevident components and forees, as
chemists reduce moleenlar compounds to
combinations of elewments. The other way is to
construe the outward show of events as the
i ion of universals that are in principle
ible by empirical means, The first is a
genninely scientific and materialistic practice;
tl cond method gravitates toward Platonie
idlealisin.

Thus Levi-Strauss atteibutes the basie unit of
kinship he claims to have
invariant structures ingrained in the human
mind, which has a propensity to construct
loggical categories by meuns of binary contrasts,
“These polurities are responsible for the forms
of reciprovity found in primitive society. His
structures  emanate not from the material
conditions of savage life but from mental
predispositions  and  universal  logical
categorics, Like ky, Levi-Stranss ul-
timately relies upon the untenable doctrine of
innate ideas for the explanation of languagse
and other social phenomena

The notions of the linguistic structuralists
anil Levi-Strauss have heavily influenced the
Fremeh Communist philosopher Althusser, of
whaom Timpanaro has a low opinion. *. . .
terminological acquisitions were far more
punerous than his actual conceptual ad-
vances,” he says. (p 193) And his structuralism
“emerges most prominently in his concept of
swience (anti-empiriciet . . ). in his low
estimation of diachrony, and in his expulsion of
mman from the buman sciences.” (p 193)

Altliusser’s antipathy to dialectics strikes at
the historical-mindedncs that is essential to
scientific socialism. The distortion of Marxisim
resides in his structuralist procedure of analy -
ing ism, which is a transitory and
conit sociveconomic formation un-
dergoing conlinual change. in a purely syn-
chronde and static manner, whercas Murs
sought to explain its laws of motion and the
dynamics of its development from birth to

-

does not touch upon Althusser’s
e -al materialism

peculiar conception of diahectic
as the theory of successive stages in the
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ey,

Fimpaniro is suspicious of any embrace of
humanisi, which he attributes to an aversion
to the theories of technologieal confarmity, He
opposes the humanists in too sweeping a
manner by identifying all expressions of the
winimistie outlook with its nonsclentific and
petty-honrgeais versions, He thus falls in
behind the sec thitudles of the Maoists
and Althnsser toward the humanistie elemnent
in Murxiso

“To reject the primacy of nature
in particular, and ojective con-
ditions in general, is to cut the
heart out of Marxist philosophy.
Timpanaro  protests against
reducing Marxism to a
revolutionary sociology by purg-
ing it of all aspects of a general
conception of reality.”

1t is s wrong to condemn buanism en bloe
and surrender its designation and valid content
to the adversaries of Marxism as it s to hand
over democracy per s to these forces because
of their deceitful abuse of the term, The
ros ol tioniry erialiin— of  scientific
sovialis has to realise the fullest and finest
promives of & genuine humanism. Thix view-
point has beea formulated as follows in my
bk onr Humanisin and Socialiem: “Sclentific
socialisin is retrospectively humanistie becuuse
it views humanityas the author and re-creator
ol itsell without assistance from any super-
natural being. It is presentdy  humiandstic
becase the movement for a better world it
ks for s the only one capable of lifting
ity out al poverty and ineqoality and

b
sl cguarding its further existence. It is provpec-
foacedyy hunpanistic in the highest sense because it
ains to eradicate all the oppressive institutions
and alienating relutions bound up with

v which have prevented the bulk of
Bonankind  frow fulfiling its potential for
creative practice” (p 123)

Fimpanaro has pothing to do with the
ultraleft  stugriditios  of Madsist-influenced
theorists ke Bettelbein,  Sweezy, and
sicolaus wha regard the Soviet Union as
capnitalist coounny and an imperi state. He
explicitly condennns the “tyg Stalinist” (p

a“
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warld socialist movement.

Mirs and Engels stressed the contridictory
nature of all progress and the price that must be
paid for every historical advance, Certainly
twenticth-century experience has confirmed
that truth to the hilt. The course of develop-
ment is bound to be contradictory all 3]nm‘|ﬁp
Wity

Current  conditions  provide more than
enoigh reasons for pessimism and defeatism,
The progressive outlook of the revolutionary
proletariat bends the stick in the opposite
direction. Marxists are the partisans of the
victory not only of the working masses over all
exploiters and bureauerats but of associated
humanity over further obstacles, near and far,

The existentialists, infected with the sense of
fatalisin pervading bourgeois circles, allege
that the huan situation on earth is inherently
senseless and that all collective and individual
projects end in failure and disappointment.
Marxists take exception to any such philosophy
of gloom and doom. The present state of
affairs as well as our previous history can be
rationally expluined and a way out of our
agonising  predicaments be shown. What
humanity unconsciously created can be con-
sciously reconstructed to come closer to
satisfying our needs and aspirations.

Our forerunmers refused to submit to
nature’s tyranmy, and we have far less reason to
do sa. Having overcome the sources of social
oppression, our socialist successors will tackle
with renewed vigor and success such causes of
nature’s oppression as sickness and premature
death

nothing can be done about it.

Since humans are not immortal, nature wins
out over all individuals in the end. As Leopardi
wrote in his Dialogue Between Nature and an
Icelander : “The life of the universe is a

circle of production and destruction,

d-ﬁhhkedmthu;h:bm_c:;
each constantly serves the other.

T evely subsmit to this civealas
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Hall Rides Aguin in Carcoar.” Thus
e headline of an article in the March
e of the new cultural magazine The
it Australlan. devoted  to the
of Australian national culture.
val of interest in the exploits of the
s of the colonial era is not accidental,
solely the preaccupation of history
At is part of a broader campaign to
port for Australian independence
that Australian culture, Australian
rds and Australian independence
threat from foreign interests, and
~social classes have an interest in
ng the national state against these
imperialist forces, specifically United
{ ed multinational corporations. (The
L Vﬂﬁffﬂmﬂlmﬂtuln-hlpired Australian

ende
y active,

d Australian

Literature

by Gordon Adler

culture from the koala bear to the stump-fump
plough. The most hallowed of all these fcons is
the dark blue and white flag with the southern
cross, first raised on the goldfields of Ballarat in
the Eureka insurrection of 1854,

In the context of this analysis of Australian
political life the adventures of the bushrangers
Ben Hall, Ned Kelly, John Gilbert and others
assume a special significance. They are seen as
having a part in the creation of an Australian
tradition of democracy, independence, and
rebellion  against tyranny. The Eureka
stockade 15 seen as an event of declsive
importance in the creation of this tradition,

What are the origins of  Australian
nationalism? Did it, at any time, have «
progressive character? Is there an Australian
tradition? What is the histarical significance of
the literary work of nationalist poets such as
Henry Lawson, Joseph Furphy, and Bernard
O'Dowd? What part, if any, did the Eureka
stockade have in the development of the
Australian labor movement?

Australian nationalism

For the cham of Australian in-
T e s e

T 1 'k h 4
A;wrdh;h&bwhmumﬁm
relutively backward,

#bunhh-m




bein ﬁ%"ruff becuuse of 5!‘%"%&*@“'5
mmsm of Australian economic life by
foreign interests. Australian is being converted
idly into a neo-colony of the United States.

he truth is, of course, quite otherwise.
Australia is a highly developed, modern,
capitalist state. It is an imperialist power in its
own right. It exploits New Guinea; it gives
matenl'-ﬁ and political assistance to reactionary
regimes in Asia, Africa and Latin America; and
it acts as an accomplice in the suppression of
the independence struggle of the peaple of
East Timor. Australia sent military forces to the
assistance of US imperialism in Korea; it
helped to suppress the Malayan independence

with im-aig: capital %r;ﬁ‘ j

-
ayeed an extremely aggroy,
ml‘!’nm' of the United Stap,., in
i war, and i second to none iy, iy,
re-rattling over the Indian O,

tralion nationalism is utterly reaction,,
and iy a death trap for Australian worker, |1,
enﬂjlj}?ﬁﬂifé who wave the Eurcky flag
ardently are in no way serving the cause of 1,
oppressed. They are defending the interest
the Australian capitalist ruling cluss.

“The Independent Australian is not, how ey,
the first literary  publication to espause th,
cause of Australion nationalisn. It is merel,
modern exprossion of the views held 1,
reprosentutives of Australian Stalinism and it
sympathisers during the decades of th,

T

nincteen forties and fifties.
- Accordi talinist theary the ruling class
hi-qa;ue,q di in priods of social crisis.

ational-democratic
progrossive wing  and a more aggressive
imperialist wing. The progressive section .
supposcd to lead the struggle for the preserva-
tion of the ailture, democratic rights
nd { i foreign damination
The v(mldm_clmh_ s to abandon or postpone
its socialist gouls in these times in order to fori,
an alllan.cg w’i_l'h‘tiﬁa\ “progressive” wing of the
vurgeoisie, to preserve “democracy” in the
fuce of the grave menace of fascisin.

1 his_gubbledéguuk)ln’a , of course, absalute-
ly nothing in common with Marxism. Historical
experience, from the time of the French
Revolution of 1789, the Paris Commune of
l[;:)?l,‘ l(ll the Russ;iaglﬂqvgﬂutjnn, has shown that

c Interests of the broad masses can be
realised  only  through  the pursuit  of
revolutionary aims. The Australian Stalinists
hlfe their original mentors in the Kremlin, used
this theory simply as a figleaf to conceal their
class collaboration and surrender to the bosses.

The Communist Party to Australia dul;iﬁg
the Second World War, Wil amongst the most
servile of the s:mia}-pltﬁm&,gild imrear.-rw‘d
support to the im veriulist aims of the A ustralian
ruling class, and pled ng to do its utmost to
curtuil strikes for the duration of the war.

Socialist realism

Alter the war, the CPA assumed th
of defender of Australian cultural tr:dTH%
which  becane wrossly distorted and  ex-
aggerated in the service of (he opportunist
policies of (e Stalinist bureancracy  in
Moscons The Anstrilisi Boe th Boviety was
established to promote these aims, as was also
the literury migazine Overland, which had on

its inastheud rals
T e, s

with this nationalist theme the CPA
al front organisations ABS and the Realist
rs” Groups put into practice the grotesque
st theory of “socialist realisim"” which
ed reality and proved to be the deadly
y of both socialism and art, .
cording to the theory of socialist realism
lied to Australia, a sharp line could he
wn between the progressive writers, those
ired by the national-democratic heritagc
the reactionary writers, those who rejected
€ Australian traditions, those who secretly
pathised with fascism,
enry Lawson and the poets Bernard
lowd and Banjo Paterson were considered
pitomise all that was best in the national-
ocratic tradition. Socialists, of course,
erightly lay claim to the heritage of all that
mane and beautiful in the art and literature
the past, whether it is the product of the
mrgeois era, or of pre-capitalist forms of
ety. What is at issue here, however, is the
ification of national-chauvinism to serve
setionary political ends.
agner, for instance, was a great and
erful composer who created works of
ense value to humanity. But the falsifica-
of Wagner's historical significance by the
218 gave impetus to the cause of reactionary
an nationalism and contributed in no
I way to the rise of Hitler to power in 1933,
eph Haydn's tender and moving string
artet that provided the melody for the
mous “Deutschland, Deutschland, Uber
es” is another case in point.

Mateship”

In Australia, the democratic tradition was
nsidered to have been expressed most
inctly by Henry Lawson in his philosohpy
mateship.” The literary critic A.A. Phillips,
his book The Australian  Tradition,
{Australasian Book Society, 1958) had this to
ay of Lawson's attainments. Australian writers
of the nineties “achieved a revolution in
eteenth century Anglo-Saxon letters, setting
fiction free from the cage of a middle class
“attitude and a middle class audience....

These writers were proletarian in their social
attitudes and in the audience to whom
writing was directed, according to Phillips
"They laid the foundation of a tradition that was
demuocratic, proletarian, and characteristically

the truth of these claims? To what
extent did Lawson really express the
asprirations of the oppressed? What did this
concept of mateship mean? Did the fact that
the Australian bushman refused to tip his hat to

the squatter mean that a classless society had
becn established i Australia?

Unfor
illusory

tely, this utopian dream proved
The class divisions in  Australian
society went much deeper than these outward
symbols of egalitarianism seemed to indicate.
The fact that the Australian boss allowed his
wage-slaves to address him by his first name
made no difference whatever to the in.
escapable reality that he was still the boss
Lawson's belief in the exceptional character of
Australian society was quickly helied by
history. Federation made no difference to the
fundamental nature of this society, and
Lawsan's philosophy of mateship ran up
against the brutal realities of the class struggle
n a new and more violent form. Lawson was
himself later to witness the imperialist nature of
the Australian nation-state during the First
World War, in which the Australian ruling class

Henry Lawson




ling limitations

S0 close to the 1},
ne thit Lawson's work
Knesses as well ay
nly had illusions at,
hat would emerge witl,
v soeiety would he g,
ilt upon the ideologica)
ademocratic republi,

ept Blacks, Chines.
s, and women, all f
put up with second- ol

‘;ﬁ'ﬁt‘ﬂm; Lawson, in his

any aspects of Australia,

a genuine sympathy fo;

Is, the intinerant

who roamed th

I Ii!}‘. It is also |
ired by the rise of

1

to contribute to the
realistic, socially-
‘ely rejected the
downers who
and economic
mly believed |
recognition of
placing himself on |
s poems ‘One
iﬂ' the Street,”

ing lines indeed, which reveal Lawson at
nith of his political evolution. Howeyer
iy of which he writes is not the army of
ntertional revolutionary proletariat but a
eul army of dispossessed whi nale
ers  of  British  stock.Lawson's  mast
instincts become warped by the
ationy of the Australian Tabor

allof Lawson's published work there is not
le example of any poem, story, o
ed to the problems of Blacks, Chir
igrants. The story “1'he Drover's W
f the rare instances of an appreciation of
omeliness. of life for women struggling to
@ children in the bush. Even one of his
pocins, “Bourke,” is revealing in - this
¢t Expounding the concept of mateship
he strikes of 1801-82 he writes:

Bliey drank —when all is said and done

ibled, and their speech w; rough;

only have to suy of ane “He was my «

wils enough, Z

Bint & bushinan was not white, nor to his Union
it and troe—

wmld mean a long snd bloody fight in

ity ome and Ninety two. (emphasis added)

awson's love of Australia is beyond doubt.

B wrote with feeling of his sentiments, though

harbourcd no illusions about the harshness

fe in the ¢ or even in the bush. This is

they

B e e ‘(
&g’y

i ; reflect his I ed a healthy and an admirable quality I i o
close association wit rement and e of the most moving works of literature  pojice protect scabs on whar! during 1890 shearers strike.
the militancy of the ru of the early e been inspired by the love of the anthor for
nineties, o & land of his or her hirth. step to social-patriotism n the imperfalist

“Faces in

L
s amongst the most bellicase of the war- th
0500 for blood LTS | ot he e

in its cries for blood.

world war that embroiled Australia in 1914,
Lawson b

onsider, for example, the memorable
¢ of Natal and the beautiful desc

ion

me the Rudyard Kipling of

i youth Lawson observed the T ! the Umizimkulu valley in Alan Paton's novel — Australia iperialism, despite the fact that in

b ml-ﬂg and the growth of m!ﬁ:: ~.For not until a dty'm-“ the Beloved Country. | 1 giving expression this country the issue of conseription aroused a

unionism, These strikes represented a  Red Revolution's feet e this powerful fecling for the country, mass movement of opposition and resulted in

int in Australian labor strug sad people misy f} ever, Paton gives no credence to the the defeat of the Labor government on the
ly to the formation of the A 15 awhile the terrors of the street— L of white chauvinism. In describing the | Issue.

ty,a momentous achievement for the The  everlasting ﬂ!ﬁ TE R the land of Natal, Paton sees it thre Kipling could hardly have outdone Lawson

in this the lahor 1o scarcely clothes and meat L i s of the exploited Bantu people, a in his 1917 poem “England Yet,” a paean in

1 dn’#ﬁ%&?ﬁnm:“Hg y allows this sentiment to be used for the defence of the British Empire.

purt of the white racist state of South Our own, who reck not of a King's regalia,

Tinsel of erowns, and courts that fume il Frict,
Are fighting for her—Fighting for Austrg a,

And blasphemouslyhail her “England Yot!

She's England Yot, with little to regret -

Ay, more thun ever, shell be England yet]

Or, if we chose, “The Star of Australusia,”
would be fitting for an RSL reunion on Anzac

? A
In “My Army,” Lawson goes even further in
elling out ﬁa’ revolutionary miss 'of:hc

v the people cannot be iden-
{ condoning the existence of the
ploiting state.

ustralia’s Rudyard Kipling

Lawson's writing, however, knows no such
- Because of his illusion that Federation
1 mean the birth of a classless republic
Lawson has no hesitation in defending the new
stute aggainst hypothetical foes. It is but a simall

day

Frow grander  clouds in our peaceful skies
than ever were there belore,

I tell you the Star of the South shall rise
in the lurid clouds of war.



1t ever must be while blood is warm
and the sons of man increase;

For ever the nations rose in storm
to rot in a deadly peace.

There'll come a point where we will not vield,
nio matter if right or wrong....

And further:

All ereeds and trades will have soldiers there—
give every class its due—
And there'll be many a clerk to spare for
the pride of the jackeron.
They Il fight for honour and fight for love,
and a few will fight for gol
Or, if the message is still not completely
clear, Lawson spells it out.

And this .we learn from the libelled past,
though its methods were somewhat rude—
A nation’s born where the shells fall fast,
or its lease of life renewed

We in part atone for the ghoulish strife and
the erimes of the peace we boast,

And the better part of a people’s life in
the storm comes uppermost.

The weaknesses and the backsliding |
humanity can be redeened only by deal,
the battletield, What difference betwee, this
drivel and the vainglorious dreams of Prissiy,
militarism!

We have dealt with the work of Liwson o
some length becuuse Lawson is the 04
fervent and typical of the sacial patriats, 1,
by no means the only such writer. Josep),
Furphy, Adam Lindsay Gordun, Banjo Pater.
son, Bernard O'Dowd all to a variable degre
express similar sentiments.

Convict life

One exception amongst these writers wh,
contibuted to the nationalist Bulletin was the
journalist Price Warung, Deriving his material
from the archives of the Mitchell library
Warung created an imaginative series of tales
of convict life in the early colonial cra,
illustrating the hatred of the victims of the
system for the land in which they had been
incarcerated.

In describing the endeavours ofthe convicts
to retuin something of their humanity in the
face of the most extréme forms of deprivation
and brutality, Warung creates a picture of
human endurance and grandeur unequalled by
any other Australian writer, The underlying
sentiment that drew these prisoners together
was a hatred of the expoiti ngsystem. They had
1o sense of nationality. They were in no sense
Australian. They knew only that they were the
dlspossv_ssed, that they had no country
Warung's commitment to literature enabled
him to break out of the nationalist ethos of the
ruling class and to create powerful stories that
retain all of their appeal eighty years after their
first publication,

Crippling malady

Another writer wha dith Far o tiie, mal o
clear break with this tradition of white, male-
dominated, nationalist literature was Katharine
Susannah Prichard. For the first time in English
literature a Bluck woman, Coonardoo, one of
the most oppressed of all the earth’s people,
appears as the heroine of an Australian novel, in
a tragic tale of love, fidelity and abandonment
by the white settler, an experience shared by
thousands of Black women who have been
used by the station owners of the outhack.

Pritclard  wrote another novel, Haxby'y
Circus, published in 1930, one of the first great
ferinist works of fiction, which cut right
across the whole thrust of the mateship
doctrine elaborated by Lawson, Unfortunately
Pritchurd hersell soon fell victin to the malady

has crippled the development of a real
@list art in this country and elsewhere.
€r the pressure of the rise of world
mism and the lure of publication in the
et Union with all its rewards, she became
purveyor of Stalinist dogma and the author
seore of dull and mediocre baoks that
led her abandonment of her earlier
pendent position as a feminist and a

ertain other writers illustrate the difficulty
empting to fit literature into the nationalist
ework. Henry Handel Richardson, an
emely successful and popular writer,
Hepicted Australian life from the standpoint of
in English migrant. The doctor in The Fortunes
Richard Mahoney really disliked the
untry. He represented the outlook of the
niddle class immigrant whose interests com-
pelled him to live in the country, but who
craved the easy life of the landowner “at
in England.

The Stalinists found Richardson an enigma
Unwilling to disown a popular writer they
accorded her a grudging acceptance even
" though she stood completely outside the
‘national-democratic milieu

mer presented similar difficulty

- Since Palmer expressed sympathies towards
the Soviet Union, however, he could not be
" excluded from the “Australian” tradition
Palmer's tirst book of short stories published in
 the Soviet Union had a print run of 300,000, a
staggering figure for an Australian writer. This

alone illustrates the material incentives ac-
corded to those whe chose to align themselves
with the outlook of bourgeois nationalism.

By contrast, the poet Henry Kendall, a writer
who wrate with a deep love for the Australian
countryside, aroused little  sympathy in
Australian literary circles in the thirties and
forties. He did not fit into the mateship system,
he was regarded as a transplanted English
poet, a sccond-rate imitation of Shelley and
Byron. Few anthol |g|v\im-]n:irl(vndnl]trurld} X
yet his poetry represents a more profound and
consistent attempt at creation of a native
literature

Australian literature began with the arrival of
white European settlers. The Ahboriginal
inhabitants possessed an ancient oral tradition
but no written literature existed before the
founding of the penal settlement in New
South Wales. Until quite recently, the work of
Blacks rarely appeared in any literary journals
and to date Blacks have had little opportunity
to exert any influence on Australian literary
history. The literature that exists is essentially
the literature of white European settlers. Thisis
not to deny its validity, but only to define its
limitations in order to understand the nature of
Australian nationalism and its expression in
Austalian writing

“Australian tradition” a myth

In summary, it can be said that the
“Australian tradition” is a myth, the invention
of those who stand for the preservation of the
existing order of society. The doctrine of
represents the cultural and

mateship

[
3
¥

Katherine Susannah Pritchard
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Morris
ealling

ét Union

erning Defence of the

ise clear and well-argued article
‘Hinsen (see “Washington and
urn to  secrecy in disarmament
litant, April 29, 1977), there is a very
assage. At least Lam confused by it.
ge says, “Seated on their stockpiles
s, either of which is capable od
all human beings many times over,
Brezhnev are haggling over items
affect their overall death-dealing
“learly it would be a fatal policy
ither Washington or Moscow to halt
race and dismantle their nuclear

-

Hansen's position with respect to

armament “a plague on both your

Let me make my question clear by

eral opinions [ hold and asking

sen to comment on them.

srkers state, even a degenerated or a
| workers state, has the abstract right

to defend itself militarily from imperialist
attack.

The Soviet Union has indeed the concrete
need to arm itself fully within the limits of its
resources in defense of its existence.

The United States has not and cannot
abandon its long-range goal of restoration of
capitalism in the Soviet Union.

Although the motives of the Stalinist rulers of
the Soviet Union are counterrevolutionary
through and through, and their use of the
Soviet Union’s military might is premised on
the policy of “peaceful coexistence” (class
collaboration), the blame for both the arms
race and the failure of any meaningful
disarmament talks must fall squarely on the
shoulders of US imperialism.

Morris Starsky
Cleveland, Ohio

rrent SALT talks and in the bourgeois
s of the meaning of these talks.
he issue of nuclear bombs, what
tes an adequate number? [t appears to
it a stockpile large enough to obliterate
ty once marks a natural quantitative
so far as use values are concerned.
tural limit on military needs might be
ated Armageddon One.
e qualitiative improvement of nuclear
ns, a process that is being advancedata
merican pace, Armageddon One offers
ilities as the point that rational beings
ht select for converting quality into
ty; that is, ucing the number of
s in consonance with their rise in
ctiveness. Under this sliding scale, the
eath-dealing capability of each side
d remain constant. Neither state could go
Armageddon One without violating the
act.

y each side of a

over to believe some estimates.

Yet in a madness that has no equal in human
history the nuclear arms race continues.
“Military defense” has obviously become
meaningless in terms of saving a country from
the most terrible catastrophe imagmab]e—its
extinction, \

To me it appears quite clear| that the
Kremlin, by participating in this mindless race,
is dealing terrible blows against the efense of
the Soviet Union . For no matter howt huge the
Kremlin's stockpile might be or how accuateits
delivery systems, the Soviet Union cannot
escape the fate of the rest of the humanity once
the bombs begin to be exchanged.

Now let us turn to the political defense of the
workers states. This means above all mobilis-
in, ular support.

ig::gag the poverty-stricken masses of the
warld, the Soviet Union is still favored against
the imperialist powers. This precious asset
stems from the fact that the Soviet Union
originated in a revolution that overthrew
capitalist property forms, enabling backward
Russia to advance to the status of the second
strongest world power in a matter of decades.
The victory over the German imperialist
invasion in the Second World War an]mmud
this faverable image in the eves of the masses.

The best possible defense of the Soviet




Union (and of the other workers states) is to
further establish the superiority of planned
economy over the anarchy of capitalism, and
to demonstrate its inherent caparity to expand
democracy in a way never experienced under
capitalism, making possible a great new
Aowering of science, literature, art,

But the bureaucracy, by blocking optinum
economic planning, by diverting huge suuis in
the for of special privileges, by defending its
position with monstrous repressive measures,
stands squarely in the way of con erting the
Suviet Union into a shining example with
enonnous political appeal to the oppressed
sasses everywhere.

_ Theinjury to the defense of the Soviet Unian
s enormous. The Kremlin forgoes—in fact
rejeats—active suppuort of the masses, It seeks

ain or divert e from carrying out o
socialist revalution i their own countries thye
could bring about o definitive victory: e
replacenent of capitalisim by socialism on a
world seale.

‘The Kremlin fayors class-collaborationis
deals with the main impe t powers in
whicliit plays the role of leading—or try
lead—anl sitalist forees to their doom

The Kremlin's practive of eluss colluboration
thus emerge: deadly sabotage of the defense
of the Soviet Union.

1f we now place within this political context
the Krenilin's policy of hageling with Carter
over relatively insignificant details in the
nuelear arms race, it is elear that Brezhnev must
be blamed for failing to seize the initiative on
isarnunent, an issue of great importance in
exposing  Carter’s  imperialist  objectives
Bre v is to be blumed all the more because
he permitted the new White House demagogue
to appear as the proponent of reducing nuclear
stockpiles although he is  completely com-
mitted to stepping up the nuclear arms race.

Brezhnev even permitted Carter toleave the
impression thut Moscow—not Washington—
believes that an astronomieal nuclear stockpile
is a military imperative.

Had Brezhnev chullenged Carter to join
him in reducing nuclear stockpiles to a
maximumn ciapability of destroying humanity
only once, it appears to me that Carter would
have had some difficulty in replying. Natural-
Iy, it would have been preferable if Brezhnev
had proposed in addition a schedule leading at
short intervals to a one-half capability, one
fourth, one-eighth, and so on. Why shouldn't
rapid decay rates be imposed on stockpiles of
nuclear arms?

But Breshney will not do that. Nor Carter
“Clearly it would be fatal pulicy to rely on
either Washington or Moscow to halt the arms
race and dismantle their nuclear stockp ;

S—

o from the July 11, 1977 issue «
ifinental Press|

er Suntiago Carrillo as a splitter and
IO betrayer, the prolonged tug of war
Moscow and the West European and
880 CPs secms to be rapidly turning into
m fight in the world Stalinist

S Kremlin's attack on Carrillo is still
It was launched in a little-read
ine and has not been picked up in the
p Soviet press.

cutting edge of the article was also
by statements about the need for the
adjust their line to the conditions in their
ountries

etheless, charging Carrillo with being a
and a supporter of an “aggressive
alliance” aimed against the Soviet
1st European countries implic

grship and bring the party to heel, m
er what the cost
Soviet attack was clearly aimed at all
at have been trying to clean their skirts of
thint of dicatorial Stalinist rule by
ficising repression in the USSK and [ t
frope. However, so far only Carrillo and
fer such semioutcasts as the “interior
Btion of the Greek CP have responded to it
any signs of determination :
e French and Italian CPs in particular
e 50 far sought to avoid drawing firein their
gction. Despite this opportunistic waverng
Bthe “Eurocommunist” parties have a v
& stake in the policies that have aroused the
mlin bureaucrats. So, the conflict is likely L
nue and may well escalate
any case, something more and more lik
"open faction fight has developed directly
blving the interests of hundreds of
usands of militant workers in the Stalinis!
parties in the advanced capitalist countries, 4
well as those of the workers oppressed by the
ruling Stalinist bureaucracies themselves
This conflict is potentially far more damayg
ing to the Kremlin and to Stalinism in general
than the Sino-Soviet break, in which only the
state interests of the two ruling bureaucracies
-~ were involved

Conflict Over

By Gerry Foley

The rebel Chinese bureaucracy had neither
the cipacity nor the interest to make a serious
ippeal to workers in the advanced capitalist
countries or in the USSR and East Europe. [t
was able to intluence only the most ossifed
Stalin-worshippers, stray opportunists, and
e radicalising petty-bourgeois youth

In fact, the prospect of the future disintegra
tion of Stalinism has evidently alarmed the
editors of the New York Times, which

crally reflects the views of the most far
ighted sections of the American ruling class. In
an editorial July 1, they wrote that one reason
the "West” should not “pray for their [the

t” CPs ] accession to power
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“because sudden—as opposed to gradual—
challenge to totalitarian power in Eastern
Europe would be an invitation to uprisings that
the West cannot fully support without
unacceptable risk....”

Further on, the editorial said:

“Vigorous and striving for power, the
Eurocommunists are agents of corrosion
throughout Eastern Europe. Once elevated to
power, and precisely to the degree that they
became acceptable to democrats, they could
destabilise the entire continent.”

The New York Times editors, in  effect
admitted:

1. One of the things that can rapidly bring
down the Stalinist dictatorships is the rise of
democratic socialist movements in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries.

2 The US capitalists do not want to see

and have no intention of supporting thei,

3, The prospeet of sociilism freed from the
spectre of  Stalinist dictatorship will
“dostubilise” the present waorld order.

Assessing the implications of an internal
struggle in the CPsover the isgue of democratic
rights, the editors of the New York Times
acknowledged  the  points bourgeois
ideologists try hardest to cover up! This is a
good indication of their agitation,

The complete breakdown of  Stalinist
authority, of monolithic Stalinist machines,
and of Stalinist mythology would, in t,
remove a major obstacle to the development
and spreadl of socialist revolutions.

For the US imperialists, as we can sec from
the mood of the editors of the New York
Times, the very thought of such a possibility is
unnerving.
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