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The 25th Congress of the
CPSU and Ideology

by P. Symon

The main report to the 25th Congress of the CPSU delivered by L.
Brezhnev was rich in ideological content. It raised the main issues
being discussed in the international communist movement and about which
there are some differing views. :

It is no secret that it was ideological differences that led to the
formation of the SPA in 1971.

"'In a number of other Parties, tendencies similar to those which
overwhelmed the Communist Party of Australia, have been exhibited.
The Australian experience is not unique.

Nor is the contention between Marxism-Leninism and bourgeoisie
trends in the labour movement something new. Marxism-Leninism has
grown in ceaseless struggle against the various manifestations of idealist
philosophy.

Marx and Engels conducted an ideological struggle on all fronts
and so did Lenin.

There are two sources for revisionist trends. Firstly, ideas arise
fundamentally out of social conditions. So long as certain classes
exist so will the ideology which expresses the class relationships and interests
of that class in society.

Secondly, imperialism, deliberately and consciously dissemina‘tes ideas
which are in one way or another expressions of bourgeois ideology.
They include reformism, petty-bourgeois radicalism, religion, anarchism,
and many more.
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In the ideological struggle witl} Marxism-Leninism the bourgeoisic
makes use of all these trends at one time or another.

In addition great attention is now being given to developing and
promoting all kinds of distortions and deviations of Marxism.

Speaking to the 25th Congress, L. Brezhnev said: “‘The positive
changes in world affairs and the detente go to create favourable
opportunities for the broad spread of socialist ideas. But, on the other
hand, the ideological contest between the two systems is becoming ever
more acute, and the propaganda of imperialism ever more refined.”

He went on: ‘‘There can be no question of compromise on matters
of principle, of reconciliation with views and actions contrary to the
communist ideology. A concession to opportunism may sometimes
yield some temporary advantage, but will ultimatley be damaging to the
Party.”

Internationalism

. ‘Wl}en writing the ‘“Communist Manifesto’’ in 1848, Marx and Engels
mscr:h:ed the slogan, “Workers of the World, Unite’’ putting in words
the universal identity of workers everywhere.

Internationalism remains central to communist ideology and has been
consuma:ted in countless solidarity actions by working people of one
country in support of those of another.

“Communists,” said L. Brezhnev, “‘act upon the common laws and
reguht:ntn;s governing the development of the revolution and the building
of socialism and communism...... Understanding of these common laws
and regularities and reliance on them in combination with a creative
approach and with consideration for the concrefe conditions in each

separate country, were and remain the inalienable and distinctive feature
of the Marxist-Leninist.””

In the course of the growth and many common struggles, the international
communist moven:mnt elaborated the principles upon which the relations
between communist parties were based. The 1969 meeting of world
communist and workers’ parties established the characteristics of these

relations as being solidarit i i i
" y, mutual assistance, non-interference, ualit
and independence. it o

dmwﬂ. some Parh”ﬁes, ingluding the Communist Party of Australia
one-sided emphasis to the question of independence. What can one
say about this? .
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First, that Parties already have their independence and no-one denies it or
threatens it. All Parties determine their policies, strategy and tactics
according to their own asscssment of the national and international situation.
So independence is an open door. ¥

To put forward independence in a one-sided way, to the point of forgetting
about solidarity and mutual assistance, leads to the development of ideas
of exclusiveness, unigueness, of being different, in a word — nationalist.

It leads to a denial of the ‘‘common laws and regularities’’ applicable
to all countries.

Eventually “‘independence’” becomes independence from the world
communist movement and independence from Marxism-Leninism.

The leaders of the Communist Party of China were early protagonists
of “‘independence.”” The road for them ended in complete betrayal.

Peaceful Coexistence
For some time various distortions of the meaning of peaceful co-existence
have been put forward. It has been portrayed as a policy of ‘‘going

soft on imperialism,” of ‘‘abandonment of struggle’’ and so on.

Today, detente, which flows from an application of the principles

_ of peaceful co-existence is similarly attacked.

The Maoists attack detente as a fraud and a deception and talk
endlessly about the inevitability of war. “‘Peaceful coexistence meets
the needs of imperialism,”’ they say.

Other opponents of detente are the Ronald Reagans, the Schlesingers
and the Malcolm Frasers who assert that detente is a trap and onl_y
benefits the Soviet side. President Ford has dropped the word from his
vocabulary!

The similarity of views on detente by the extreme right and the “‘left
is yet another example of the fact that the extremes arrve at the same
position but from opposite directions.

On this guestion the main report of L. Brezhnev said: ‘‘Now that
detente has become reality, the question of how it influences the class
struggle arises ofien in the international working-class movement and
among its opponents.”’

«‘gome bourgeois leaders affect surprise and raise a howl over the
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solidarity of Soviet Communists, the Soviet people, with
other peoplcs for l'n_aedom and progress. This is either outright na

or more likely a deliberate befuddling of minds. It could not hc‘ TI\\.EWr\\
after all, that detente and peaceful co-existence refer (o intersiare clearer

the SUr ugple ot

relations

““This means mainly that disputes and conflicts :
not to be settled by war, Ify the use or ctt;"le)z:wc(:::rn ;S;yt”m'
detente does not in the slightest abolish, and cannot abolish or ;| . i
laws of the class struggle. None should expect that because of T 4
Communists will reconcile themselves with capitalist explou‘af e
monopolists become followers of the revoluion R tha

are

“We make no secret of the fact that we see detente as the way (o
create more favourable conditions for peaceful socialist aﬁd com 4 I
construction. This only confirms that socialism and peace are indi“gllxl:glti

_"As for the ultra-leftist assertions that peaceful co-existence is th
ll:ng"to “‘helping _capitg]ism" and ‘‘freezing the socio-po!iti@al iiam-\
lr]esz'll {:)fur[hzepgve:: Sthl.?: _every revolution is above all a natural
o g N society’s mternal_developmen[. Life itself has

€ nventions about the freezing of the status quo. Suffice

it to recall the far-reachi i -
e hing revolutionary changes in the world in recen

nexi

Democracy

One of the m i
2l 0st sustained i i g :
socialist countries and the campaigns of imperialism against the

: communist movem

its charge of lack of de, ent as a whole has been
Tee mocra em :

by socialism. » or that democracy is attacked and destroyed

However, f
clear that t:\):ceb;:?c nll‘lr;ecc,ifoge cap“ahs‘bdass R e ed it became
class 1o ] was to be freedo itali
i, \::;:l:m b;he lab_our of the developing onki::or I[he Caré'[a]"’l
0 be equality of the capitalist class with thgc i_cezzzla;()bim;t

This rqma?ns the essential content of
every capitalist society today.

4

**freedom’’ and ““democracy”’ in

I_l was only the subsequent struggles by the developing working class
wh_wh won adult franchise, no taxation without representation, trade
union rights and a nvber of other important political freedoms.

However, the dictatorship of capital remains real. It is only obscured
by thc_cxis:ence of a Parliamentary system. The capitalist class does
not hesitate to restrict or destroy the rights of working class organisations
to protect the interests of capital even while mouthing hypocritical
phrases about freedom.

Australia saw what the ruling class was prepared to do last November
11th. The Fraser government is now preparing a heavy attack on the
rights of the trade union movement and some Liberal State governments
have not waited for the Federal government to act but are preparing
their own restrictive legislation.

Socialism abolishes the dictatorship of capital (a small minority)
and establishes the rule of the working class and its allies (the vast
majority).

Socialist democracy is, however, not some non-class democracy,
democracy in general. It is democracy for the working people and acts
against capital and specifically prohibits the monstrosities of imperialism
which include the propagation of war, violence and racism.

L. Brezhnev said in his report, ‘‘Let us recall Lenin’s idea that in
our society the moral things are those which serve the interests of
communist construction.

“‘Similarly, we can say that for us the democratic is that which serves
the people’s interests, the interests of communist construction. We
reject everything that runs counter to these interests, and nothing can
persuade us that this is the wrong approach. We know exactly where
we are going as we improve our political system. Today, we kn_ow
not only the theory but also from long years of practice @hgt genuine
democracy is impossible without socialism, and that socialism is impossible
without a steady development of democracy. We see _the improvement of
our socialist democracy as consisting above all in a stegdy eff_or(
to ensure ever fuller participation by the working people in running
all the affairs of society, in further developing the democratic principles
of our state system, and in creating the conditions for the all-round
flourishing of the individual "’

Much more could be said on all these questions and they are only three
of the important ideological issues covered in the report (o ’[ht: 25th
Congress of the CPSU which make study of L. Brezhnev's report
valuable for all political activists.



The 25th Congress and
the Future of Humanity

by W.J. Brown

The 25th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Unio,
stands as an event of profound significance for the future of humanir:

1:he decisions_ of the Congress in relation to the 10th Five Year Plai
setting perspectives- for-a secure economic future of full employment

stable prices and ascending wage levels is of obvious significance in a world

wh_ere chronic inﬂati_tm".‘soaring prices, mass unemployment and attempt
10 Impose wage restrictions are the grey norms of the capitalist economies

The future of humanity is cilearly bound up with the need to develop 2

Ys_!e;n that (115 capable of providing the people of all
and ex 1 1 1tV an
nnfettexeddevelop panding guarantees of economic security and

stable economic s
lands with secure

ment of their social and cultural potential.

The dynamic con

Soviet people under socialism
. ¢ as set out at the 25 s
indicates what the pebple of all lands car ey e 25th Congress clearly

A igni ;
Pl'ﬂﬂl":::m os:lflni::zaniln f::le“":e:‘:’nthe fZSth Congress was the new Peace
Itis on this point that this article is fozussgdefiem B L rczhncy.
: .f?u: return to the
's like coming into
down, where truth is

capitalist world from
a part of the globe w
stood on its head.

attendi-ng the 25th Congress
here things are turned upside

The proposals were reasonable rati
ational. Th .
path 'ot' peace through the nuclear age. gn:ﬂ:ouhl“dm:.:“y ahsecure
they would have at least received a reasonable, rational mmv; :_r::’g::
6

trast of the consolidated and ongoing security of the

least the more responsible sectors of the capitalist press. Speaking for
the Australian media one can only make the sad comment that even
to this point (nearly iwo months later) no sector of the capitalist
controlled press, radio or TV has attempted to make anything like
an objective appraisal of the quite historic document known as the
Peace Program of the 25th Congress. Even the Australian Broadcasting
Commission, the government station with special claims to be “‘non
partisan’’ and *‘objective™ has not presented any serious reportage of the
25th Congress in general nor its peace proposals in particular.

One can understand the media of the capitalist world not wanting to give
publicity to facts that show that in the Soviet Union and other Socialist
countries there is no unemployment, no rising prices, no inflation and
no fear of a future haunted by economic insecurity.

But in suppressing the truth about Soviet peace offers they are suppressing
information important to their own class interests

Obviously war in the nuclear age means obliteration for capialism’s
vast private property holdings and annihilation for millionaire controllers
of multi-national corporations as well as millions of people the world over.
So why suppress the truth of Soviet peace others and spread the lie
about *‘Soviet threats?”’

The fact is that the new and serious proposals for peace made at
the 25th Congress of the CPSU have been met, not with any common
sense approach, but with one of the worst outbreaks of warmongering
since the Cold War years.

And the Fraser Government abetted by the Australian media is
among the most irresponsible.

Together with the media, the Fraser Government has launched wild
charges that the Soviet Union is allegedly establishing bases and an
expanding naval presence in the Indian Ocean.

As the Fraser Government (and the media) well know, Mr. Brezhnev
stated categorically in his report that the Soviet Union li?as ““never
had and now have no intention whatever of building military bases
in the Indian Ocean. And we call on the United States to do likewise."’

The Sydney Morning Herald, one of the leading exponents of the lie
about *‘Soviet expansion in the Indian Ocean'’ has actually suppressed
a letter setting out the facts on what Mr Brezhnev actually said.

The war-inciting trend is not confined to Australia. In America,
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President Ford, who only recently sat down and |

alked detenye
‘Mr Brezhnev has bowed to mass pressure and said h

With
e has even d

. I 3
the world ‘‘detente’” from his vocabulary. Ex-Hollywood L.(?\'S;_}“'
bigot Ronald Reagan, in fact, is making considerable ground ip .].H
United States presidential race precisely on a violent anti-peace Drnw-jr‘

sidm

openly based on aggressive policies against the Soviet Union .

Reagan cannot be dismissed as a ratbag. Such arms race ravines
are good for big business profits. :

Arms race pressures are already a major factor in American politics

In April, for instance, the House of Representative of the US Congres
approved a bill to allocate 33,300 million dollars for purchase of weapon
in 1976-77. The total military budget being planned in America
amounts to the record figure of 113,000 million dollars. No wonder

powerful bu_siness_ interests profiting from arms contracts want to revers
detente and intensify the arms race.

However, there is a considerable basis for differentiation amon:
various sections' of the capitalist class, even among right circles

di:l;mme F_alli‘onal Times, May 10 commented “Reagan’s six-gun
e B:'% é'gl;:“s even the far right.”" The journal adds that when
4 ater, who wanted to use nuclear weapons in Vietnam,

: havi S :
most Americans take fright." Ng a dangerous, militaristic mind,

Plainly the world faces a deli
policy set at Helsinki- last A:;:::ea
among the capitalist class whe see r
up of the arms race
corporations — apd
nuclear war on the Soci

tlem_pl to reverse the sound detente
lflau_lly there are extreme forces
€)ection of detente and stepping
Path to greater profits for their
0 the ultimate insanity of actual

To their discredit, so-called “‘lefg*

_ Publications in Australia take a
a tright attac o o
mention of the word side by sideksw(i'tlllI d:itteme R o

lem:e_ on the 25th Congress
rotskyite journals are notable

The “Tribune*” official journal of the

— like the capitalis
¥ L press, has
Congress Peace Program. it

made no call for sup

“*Communis**

i O positive r
(*“Tribune col v

port and action

Party of Australia
fésponse to the 25th
umns, in'fact, ‘to this point
around the pew Stockholm

e ——

Peace Appeal and its call for detente, disarmament, and development
although this campaign has been getting mass response internationally

and in Australia, following its launching by the NSW Trade Union Peace
Committee and the Union of Australian Women.

Mr. Brezhnev dealt effectively with the ideological struggle for clarity
on the concept of detente. He frankly drew attention to the fact
that detente is opposed by both the right and the ultra lefi.

In Australia, various ultra-left elements put forward the precise line
Comrade Brezhnev warns about. Objectively opposition to detente from
the “‘left”” assists those on the right who want to destroy detente.

The SPA, recognises that there are sincere forces who are misled
by opposition to detente as expressed in the line of the present CPA
leadership, the Trotskyite and Maoist groups.

To combat this the SPA needs to do more to develop vigorous campaign
for ideological explanation of the real import of this concept.

Detente simply means relaxation of tension among the nations and the
dialectics of detente are either that the peace forces of the world win
the struggle for continued relaxation of tension or the enemies of peace
win the struggle for inrensification. In short, detente stands at the head
of the struggle for peace.

Those standing for intensification of tension are the extreme sectors
of the capitalist class, the big multi-national directors, the armament
manufacturers, the American industrial-complex, etc. Those who want
relaxation of tension are the supporters of peace, the Socialist countries,
the people fighting for national liberation, the mounting people’s mass
movement for peace right across the world.

The Peace Program of the 25th Congress of the CPSU should be
objectively studied by all sections of the labor movement and, for_ that
matter, by all sectors of the Australian community including big business.

Its points include Soviet—US agreement on reducing strategic arms,
the earliest possible holding of a World Disarmament Conference, pgaceful
elimination of hotbeds of war such as the Middle East conﬁn:l! _do
everything to deepen detente, work for # ian security based on joint
efforts by Asian states, work for a world treaty on non-use of foﬂrge.
complete elimination of colonial oppression and racism, removal of artificial
barriers on trade.



Program adopted by (he 25th Congre
for peace contained in (he Smckrﬁ L|\\
by the World Peace Council. g
ia is to see that the foreign policy of oy,
by mass pressure, to the stage w
of the world peace movement's pr

o

hCTL‘ 1
0gram

| Party of Australia .is to give maximum
ogram of the 25th Congress of the

et Union and the peace policy advanced

Ui
‘a line advanced by sections of the “‘lef("
the global issues presented in thosc
AT

Byaf

of raising important national issues
5¢s on Australian soil or regional
for East Timor but playing down
ssues of detente, disarmament
Peace Appeal.

" They identify with issues facing

1 as opposition to foreign
an base at Diego Garcio,
e Program of working
is also an issue in our
should be mounted.

united campaign

by the NSW
lian Women
for peace is

o)

~ Despite us detractors, detente s gaining ground and can be made

irreversible providing broad. united action of the people is mounted
across the world,

The Socialist Party of Austrlia welcomes the correct emphasis given
to this concept at the 25th Congress of the CPSU as a clear indication
of Soviet sincerity in its support for a better life for all people in a
world of durable peace. We will be playing our full part to develop
the broadest possible united action in support of the objectives of detente,
disarmament and development as a keynote of the SPA’s peace policy
in Australia.
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This is the second of two articles discussing some B

sl rer X : f the
Socialist Party of Australia’s policy on the Aboriginagl national mi, g
adopted at the Second Congress.

tori,

The first article was published in the January 1976
Australian Marxist Review.

The Australian Nationa|
Minority
Part I1

by Dr. Hannah Middleton

IsSue of

h_Thq recognition and granting of land rights to the Aborigines rem
;;fiotri.'a]n;'lhe .key to the Tecognition of their position as Australia’s
inority. This applies not only to the communities who are claimin

land but to all peo i i
ple who identify themselves as Aborigi ere
and under whatever conditions they live, e

ains af

Land rights mean not leaseh [ indji
e v (whic;esom (as have been given to the Gurindji)

eems likely once th o
the W s € recommendations of
il o_odward Commission become law). They mean r /

nd inalienable land. communa

This is a marter inci,
: of prine, : :
inch. Further, our g S from which we must not deviate one

St?melhe Imterests of white people living on that
principle does not and must not mean
Support to any and every land claim.'

Our demand is f,
Or communal i 4
most closely to the Abg land rights because (his approximates

rigines’ ow, :
of Yacd sk dg I own demands and their traditional form

against the loss of 1a|!1ld'als?f iall):.rii:h:;ith W i
: € group collectively owns
the

question is “unpracical* from the
- ik ‘ Jo Proletari,
a@matter of principfe, f every kind, demand “abstract e

‘quality,;
haweversligh;‘..'?’ hey’ demund, o5
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land there 15 less likelihood that 1t can be sold off by individuals
(the development of a black bourgeoisie is already beginning and is
obviously in the interests of the capitalist establishment) or to outsiders,

particularly Australian and/or foreign companies interested in cheap pastoral
land or natural resources.

We also demand inalienable land rights for Aborigines to protect
them from the danger of having their land stolen again, this time
by subtle, legal means or from economic necessity. The demand also
implies a recognition of the unbroken rights of Aborigines to their
land from the past (at least 40,000 years) into the future.

This should not be understood in an absolute sense, however. The
question of land rights under socialism has been raised as if this
contradicts our demand for inalienable land rights now. It is important
to stress that under socialism the concept of “‘ownership’’ assumes a
totally different character and, in a sense, becomes irrelevant.

Under socialism land, as one of the basic means of production,
becomes the property of everyone through the state. However, this is
combined with a system whereby the Aborigines would never be made to
move from a particular area of land against their will and in which
every effort would be made to encourage and assist them to develop
economically, socially and culturally to the utmost.

Our demand for communal, inalienable land rights for the Aborigines
is put forward in the context of monopoly capitalism and it has two
basic aspects: the recognition of the Aborigines’ aspirations and national
rights, and the protection (as far as this is possible under capitalism)
of those rights when/if achieved.

There is one final point in connection with land rig_hts which we
should take into consideration. This is their revolutionary aspect.

Land occupation is an illegal activity. By thei‘r ex‘(ar'nple of combining
legal methods with illegal action against the dxscnrpma:ory class .Iaw_s.
of Australia, Aboriginal groups — initially and predominantly the Gurindji
— have not only exercised a profound influence on t!u: lstruggl_e of
Aborigines throughout the continent, raising it to a qualitatively higher

“The proletariat is opposed to such practicality. While recognising equah.“y and equal
rights to a national state, it values above all and places foremost the alliance of _rhe
proletarians of all nations, and assesses any national Idemand. any na!_mrrai Jrg-pamnur{.
from the angle of the warkers' class c.fmg,elie. lTh{.s‘ c'af:" Sfor praciicality is in faet
merelv a call for uncritical acceptance of bourgeols aspirations.

v I lemn, “The Right of Nations to Self-Determination ' in Collected Works, Vol. 20, p.411.
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level, but have also contributed to strengthening the reyo),,
tendency in the consciousness of the white working class. RWATy

In claiming land, Aboriginal groups are demanding the re
part of the basic means of production. et of

They are also resisting the exploitation of tribal lands by i,
companies and directly play a part in the fight against i
and imperialism. Others are confronting representatives
‘monopoly leaseholders of pastoral land.

monopolie
of overseas

In lddision. the demand for Aboriginal communal, inalienable lande
property in the fight against monopoly landed property has an an ‘
monopoly,_ revolutionary character because it sets an example of th
expropriation of private property generally and because it creates a counte,
position to state monopoly or private landed property.

Finally, the establishment of pastoral or other collective enterpris:
bg Abongm;s on the basis of communally owned land possesses
the same anti-monopoly character. It also represents a form of struggle

and organisation of national liberati i itali itati
i g tion against capitali 1
i st Ny 2 pitalist exploitatior

Autonomy

The Aborigines form a national mi
For this reason we do not raise the

but for auronomous areas bas i is is i
comparable with the ““black sta?ejt,on B IMis B in no sense

. demanded b, igi :

radicals which has been cor. S y some Aboriginal ultra
A correctl B,

conditions to a form of a]:mrthu:i(!lr.mtmsEd B in the present

nority as we said previously.
demand for self-determination *

black and white communities concerned.
This is particular]
Yy true because of th
& e efforts b i itali
create and develop a blag;:k middle class. lnyuﬁ“ig:iﬁ?ecﬁ?la"ség
4 man
o ack e el ot for his
dorganisationally wh B 1y 10
L. Self-determination g,

— enever it appears.
of 15¢ peaple concens 1€5 to nations and not to nayj,

2 | minori,

0 ed freely 1o decide thei Honal minoritles. It means (he right
the formation of an independen national stafe. ir destiny up 1o and including mss!in.
14

Despite this danger, the demand for Aboriginal autonomous areas
is one which we should be raising and explaining at this time. I
seems to me that this also involves our support for the councils
which are being established on some settlements and reserves now
although this must be combined with demands for improved Aboriginal
education generally and in the political sphere particularly.

We base our approach on the application of the Leninist policy
on the national question and the experiences of the USSR and other
socialist countries to the specific conditions in Australia.

““All nationalities inhabiting the Soviet Union enjoy equal rights
and have equal opportunities for their development.

Article 123 of the Constitution reads: “‘Equality of rights of
citizens of the USSR, irrespective of their nationality or race, in
all spheres of economic, government, cultural, political and other social
activity, is an indefeasible law.

“Any direct or indirect restriction of the rights of, or conversely,
the establishment of any direct or indirect privileges for, citizens on
account of their race or nationality as well as any advocacy of any
racial or national exclusiveness or hatred and contempt, are punishable
by law."

“‘Every nationality has its own national state or national territorial
formation: union republic, autonomous republic, autonomous region or
national area.”"*

“‘An autonomous region is a national territorial formation which,
by virtue of its specific features and national composition, enjoys
administrative and political autonomy... The power in an autonomous
region is exercised by the Soviet of Working People’s Dcpul_les Qt
the region... Each autonomous region has equal representation in
the Soviet of Nationalities of the USSR Supreme Soviet — five
deputies from each region, and proportional repre;emalion in the
Supreme Soviet of the union republic of which it is a part. The
work of the bodies of state power, administrative bodies, courts,
procurator’s office, schools, cultural and pul:!!'u; eslabllshwenls‘and
the press is conducted in the mother tongue of the population of the
region.’"™*

*  (/SSR '73, Novost Press Agencv Year Book, p. 125
¥ rhid., p. 127,

1%
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A nauona | area also h&‘.‘- a specific natonal composiig
usually inhabited by several nationalities). As a rule it is sparsely |, n :n
Opulateq

Each national area is represented by one deputy in the Soue
Nationalities of the USSR Supreme Soviet.. .. ' R of

The State and administrative power in a national are:
by the local Soviet of Working People’s [)cpulics’ a:(;di;]: ::(-“'I g
committee, which are part of the single system’ of local h\.fu'““”.
state power and administration of the Russian Federation.* Tht g EH
of state power and administration, courts, and procn;l‘a|<1r‘: ‘1“||“
conduct their work in the mother tongue of the local nalionalilt\:’ e

Conclusion

lhh’?‘?\l pomled_ out that "one_ must not...contrast the struggle for
- lhs w(::)kinagnoral sfclf-determmauon and the revolutionary “.'_llug_w'l-
ng class for socialism. The ver 3 i falism

i ) i y fact that imperialisn
; : allsn
:?flie!: ﬁ;’:ifm::r :::nda_rles of national states and extends and inten

ression on a new historical basi

g j ¢ asis leads us to the
S 1he?:v ;Ilml:l we must link the revolutionary struggle for sociali\;n
lonary programme on the national question...

It would be i i
d 4 serious mistake to believe that

em| i : the : 2 f
ocracy can divert the working class from the struggle .

for socialism.’’***

The stru igi i i
Py gﬁig ic:; ?bongmal rights including improved health, housing.
ployment and for communal, inalienable land righ]H

and autonomou : 5
5 areas is an integral part of our struggle for socialism

The immedi i i

o ARt e g black-white unity in the struggle
ul::penallsm. This is one ' !l
the anti-monopoly peo
in Ausiralia. st

* The ten nanion
s al areqs :
fﬂt‘ml‘m iR as are all incorporated within the Russian Sovi
* e Sovier Fi e
-..11;‘25"';—;; Novosti Press Agency Year Book p.128 T
¢ Gireat Theoreticuan, Progress Pu:bhjvher.s. Maseow, 1970

The Threat of Trotskyism

by Gisele Mesnage

Contributions to the discussion around the Draft documents of the 25th
Congress of the Communist Party of Australia (CPA) are tending
to concentrate more on inner party problems rather than the development
of the party’s program and policies. Here for example is a quote from
Praxis No 7 (CPA ‘‘internal”’ discussion document) which indicated
trends in discussion at the Congress in June this year:

“It is now ‘‘admitted’’ in most quaters that there are three loose
groupings in the party each being defined by a characteristic strategic
position. Two of these groupings in the form of the majorities in the
Sydney and national leadership on the one hand, and the Victorian
leadership on the other hand, meet regularly and frequently in party
organisations and committees. The third, the *‘left tendency'’ meets
irregularly and infrequently ard is spread over three states.........
we should not admit that tendencies exist, we should proclaim it.'™

The ““Left Tendency’' has already submitted an “‘alternative’’ program
called “*For a Revolutionary Strategy” (Praxis No 7) which was drawn up
at a national meeting of the Left Tendency on October 11-12 1975
in Adelaide.

Evidence that the three tendencies have now been ‘‘admitted’ is the
fact that at least one article from each of the three tendencies
will be submitted to each issue of the now monthly theoretical journal
“sAustralian Left Review."

* The three states are South Australia (A delaide branch), Victoria (€ ‘arlton
branch) and New South Wales (Glebe — Bulmain branch). . is members
are most ex-members of the various Trotskvist organisdations und others
have now joined up various Trotskyist organisations.
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he last election.
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i
ce should not be underestimated. A growing number of
~are now coming under the influence of Trotskyism. Why?

ung Socialist League member saw it this way: ‘‘Because
' grown up with anti-Soviet ideas which have been stuffed
- by their parents, their teachers and the mass media, and
.,they rebel against the system, they cannot part with these ideas..”
mple but correct assertion.

e another factor is that the trotskyists sound more “revolutionary”’
- red flags and shouting *‘Revolution now!”’, forcing police
ions and always ready to go ‘‘further on!”'..._.it is not easy
s young and full of enthusiasm to *‘smash the system’’ (o
call for ‘‘direct action’’ irrespective of the circumstances.
'y
hen there is the ‘‘Doing your own thing’’ line, which entitles
do as you please — regardless of any majority decision.

I' plausible is the argument that no-one should be “‘suppressed’!
dy should be able to do what they want, how they want and
This, of course, is no more than rejecting democracy

Iting anarchy.

the Trotskyists have increased their influence and strengthened

let us not be fooled into believing that the Trqlskyist move-
is divided...despite the fact that there are now nine groups in

he nine Trotskyists groups are. -

ocialist Workers Party/Socialist Youth Alliance.
octalist Labour Leagie.
ommunist League.
~ Spartacist League.
- Revolutionary Marxist group.
" Adelaide Revolutionary Marxists. : i ;
" Melbourne Revolutionary Marxists (No organisational ties with Adelaide
roup.
# Gl’m’;:nammal Socialists (also known as SWAG).
A group of Fifth internationalist led by an Owen CGager.
 agroup called Red Federation in New Zealand. )

(He led
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ild remain sympathetic

will stay confused
olutionaries is not

|l appear very revolutionary. They all claim to s

| ; y lut struggle
to be against imperialism and to stand in solidarity \E?th
Liberation movements. They all claim to support black
men’s emancipation. ;

_e'Trotskyists critical of every established Socialist system?
- critical of genuine National Liberation movements?
¥ against the principle of detente since it has played
ole in the struggle against imperialism? Why do they hinder
 for socialism and equality of man, by putting blacks against
men against men. Why?

e they are determined to destroy the real movement for Socialism.

far too little awareness of the real threat of Trotskyism.
" often casually dismissed as ‘‘agents of the CIA™ but few
t they represent an even greater danger to the labour
than the extreme right.

broad movements are often kept narrow and ineffective
f the disruptive role played by the Trotskyists.

or Moratorium for independence for the people of East Timor is an
. The first meeting was attended by represen(atives of the ALP,

ralia Party, the ACTU and individual unions as well as many
s of the Peace movement.

i

because the Trotskyists insisted on pushing such ultra-leftists
as “‘Solidarity with the workers revolution in Indonesia’...or
N interference in East Timor’'...these representatives were never

en again.

is time now to start fighting Trotskyism at every apportunity.

: Communist Party of Australia has been destroyed. The Peace
d and reduced. The whole labour movement

vement has been narrowe - wh :
suffered many defeats because of the activilies of the Trotskyist

 They are growing SLFONEEr, they are becoming more influential.
et us act to defeat them before they defeat us.
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A’Iternative to Terrorism

by Patrick Gorman

]

The Irish problem is not a religi i
; I N gious one. It is economic. The
solution to the problem lies in the destruction of the system that maintains

and lives off the division of the working class — the capitalist system

Varia
npllig:s al_tampt:nlzav:‘a l;een made, all to no avail, to reform and prop
L mlegs. e mmie “1;“ acceptable. But _world capitalism is on

oo oe S nually torn apart by its own contradiction:.
People the world are demanding a better life and turning to socialism.

Socialists
demand detente so that the world can develop along the lines of

peace and not in the shadow of ; cvelop al
Mmhknmumtefm;m R ko jecrs at Detenic

Republicans in |
reland demand peace. [t may seem strange to most

of icanism in Ireland. movement, as the representatives
The wraditional role o =
l{ehni' The the Movement has been 10 re-unite

while the
result of the terms
from the Free m""‘mw the withdrawal of British {

on the other side, the Republican Movement which said
uld continue until all Ireland was free

¢ bitter conflict the Free State forces emerged triumphant
Movcn}ent, hm\cevcr, pledged that they would fight on
British soldier was driven from Irish soil.

¥ all efforts of the chuhlit_‘an Movement were directed
ern Ireland. This was a purely nationalist role, Although
progressives within the Movement, the quesiion of class
was never an issue. However with the failure of campaign
aign, particularly the last one of 1956-1962, the leadership
ent were forced to reassess their policies and strategies
sive forces for the first time came to the fore They
the re-unification of Ireland could only be brought about by the
‘the Irish working class. The Republican Movement was going
was not just a new tactic but a realisation that the freedom
Irish people did not only constitute the mere territorial
of Ireland.

Connolly, the great Irish socialist and trade union leader
p 1897, on the question of Irish freedom: “If you remove
Engli Army tomorrow, and hoist the green flag over Dublin
itle, unless you set about the organisation of the socialist republic
ir effort would be in vain. England would still rule you through
L eapitalists, through her landlords, through her financiers, through
whole array of commercial and industrial institutions she has
ed in the country.”’

Bt took a long time for the Republican Movement 1o accept this
@ving come to realising its validity, they set about involving the membership

the ordinary day to day struggles of the People It naturally
ed that not only were the people of Nr:rli'u:rp_i;cla.rld not free,
also were the people of Southern Iseland. This was the first
ime the Republican Movement became 2 threat 1o the Irish Free State
A movement that tackled the Irish problems on the real issucs, the class
, could expose the hyprocisy and corruption that existed. Our
members became involved in and set up many organisations 1o challenge
the system in the Free State and Northern Ireland. One such organisation
was the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association.

When the Civil Rights Association took to the sireeis in 1968
with demands for basic reforms, the corrupt sysicm let loose -*,_:_.:u-m
repressions. Bul the people united behind coherent, realisable uh;;unn
could not be beaten with all the repressive forces of the sysiem
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Repression only welded (hem closer together and raised their consciousnes.
of the true nature of the struggle — the struggle against capitalism apn
imperialism.  This raising of consciousness struck terror into the Free
State politicians and their capitalist allies, who feared the struggle
could spread on a broader base down South. They set about derailin.
the Republican Movement from its objective of a united socialist
Ireland, and returning it to the position of former campaigns.

Through Government representatives, a group of businessmen offered
the Republican Movement 50,000 Pounds worth of fire-arms on condition
that the socialist leadership be got “‘rid of'’, that all activities bc
confined to Northern Ireland and no involvement in Free State politics.
'll;he offerblwu rejected and the capitalist forces set about splitliﬁg

e Republican Movement. They did thi i i
nationalist elements with the sameey ofter tahl::i 3n£‘t’1%r$c hl'll'l%e; eg::g
suece_sgful amsl thus_was born the Provisional IRA and its “‘political”
Provisional Sinn fe!n. This group was born of a capitalist conspiracy
1o smn.sh the socml;n forces in Ireland. If the progress of socialism
coulc}nt be halted u‘cuuld be retarded by the formation of a grdu
of bigoted ru.ctionana with no understanding of class politics. Thre)
aim wa;y l?he divert the 'altentior! of the workers away from the real
m‘m Whl‘:;l” Of!:ih“ terrorist group to institute a purely military
P wt:lu shatter any hope of working class unity. The
R 5 have done the work of their masters well. By 1971
o gs!eo uuon::y impetus was lost. By 1972 the back of the peoples’

was broken and it was subsequently beaten into the groun&.

wjzc;ahr:ni;r:mﬂbz:rishzd and once more Protestant and Catholic workers
i in'thc e e:n t_m_a:rm:c! I.':y confused and bitter working class
e g t of imperialism. The bitter division that exists
B s M 0 e o
- c en carefully fostered and nurtured
orces of imperialism. The minority Catholic population arel:!rellili;:rat:i;

this state was challenging and threatening mf”’-’ﬂ?& W.T.’z

corrupt capitalist stat i i
e had a great insurance in a divided working

A great deal of biuterness, fear and distrust exists, trad
.. ‘. - » iti
in both communities. It is in the system’s interest ttro ﬁginna:::%r,;

this and it must iori "
the .m be a priority to smash this sectarianism and re-unite

: :.! ': y

.

such as the Provisional IRA are © neces
in a popular struggle from :hcrul‘ir:zu, “:emv -

isional IRA ensures the establishment of an cqually
testant para-military group. The whole situation snowballs
the law of the bullet and the bomb rules. It is also
ng that the Provisional IRA could never have got off
were it not for the fact that the whole repressive institutions
Ireland were brought to bear on the minority Catholic

v

ve the Provisionals the initial boost of being portrayed as
ditional protectors of the community. Even when in 1971
itish Army assumed civil responsibilities, the Catholic population
lling to accept them. They made the mistake in thinking
sh Army was there to protect them and administer law and order
even-handed manner. It didn’t take long however, for the army
they were there in the interest of British imperialism. During
ast few years the demands and objectives of the bombers, the
ian killers and the British terror squads have dominated 1he FogEe
e obscured the demands of the masses of peaple driven Trom
eets in 1968 in their struggle for justice.

A N 10
owever the demands have not been silenced and the pmgru‘.‘.i‘:u:#fr(qrf{
once again on the march. British imperialism is_losing its grip
will be smashed by the unity of Irish workers. A._catfipdign
g conducted by the trade unions in Northern Ireland around (he
1e, ‘A Better Life for All'" is getting unprecedented support in 1S
against sectarianism. The official Republican Movement, the
munist Party of Ireland and some left wing Labour Party members
e established a popular front in Southern Ireland. With the nation’s
ral resources being given away (O the multi-national corporations,
per cent of all companies in Ireland foreign owned and unemplpymem
a record high of 160,000 people, the need for worker's unity has
er been greater.

Despite the attempts of capitalism and imperialism, through their

" dupes, to railroad the struggle for socialism they are fgil'mg. The
- freedom of Ireland will be claimed by the Irish worhpg class as
a whole and will ensure the establishment of a united socialist republic.

That is why the most progressive and rcvotytionary demand at this umle.
is for an end to all terror campaigns. For the mass of the people
this means the opportunity (o resume the real stru_ggie. Ih‘e struggle
for the basic democratic rights, the struggle for a job or for proper
housing, the struggle for the ownership of their country. All the progressive
forces in Ireland demand this alternative (o terrorism.

It is the progressive way forward to true freedom and independence

for Ireland.
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The Capitalist Monetary
Crisis & Gold

by J. Cooper

The Australian Treasury White Paper 1973 stated that the role of
gold in the monetary system had declined significantly in recent years.
The widely held view is that the decline is unlikely to be reversed.

At the Smithsonian Conference of the Group of Ten; Western Financiers
and Finance Ministers in 1971, George Schultz, US Secretary of the
Trq:{sury stated:- “I do believe orderly procedures are available to
fac_:l:tate a di_minishing role of gold in international affairs in the future.’’
This at a time when the US balance of payments deficit stood at
$50,000 million, and in inconvertible dollars.

President Kennedy, one of the US’s most capable presidents, speaking
at the IMF conference in 1962 was forthright in the view that the
issuance o_f American paper dollars did not breach propriety:- ‘‘We
in the Umled_Stales feel no need to be self-conscious in discussiné
the dollar. It is not only our national Currency — it is an international
currency. ’ll _playsA a key role in the day-to-day functioning of the
free _world_s financial framework. It is (he effective substitute for
gold in the international payments system."’ )%

At the time President Kennedy spoke, the US b: i
len y s 3 alance of payments stood
at about $5,000 million. This was destined 0 grow astrgnomicallyoas

we w:_ll_ later prove. The Bretton Woods, while it gave official
recognition of the dollar as international currency, it also fixed the
dollar price of gold at $35 an ounce. The fixing' of a dollar price
of gold is, o_f course, a reversal of its function as a measure of value,
Tr_w dollar is a token which, then, represented 1/35 of an aunl;
of gold. The capitalist world currencies were fixed against the do :;-

with a parity fluctuation of + one per cent! B
kept within this boundary. & L Rl th‘?{

e ——

'ﬁmeﬂt:an ruling circles acted as free from any himiatons
advantage of the control which the issuance ot dollars
“and which replaced gold in international payments.  Using
a weapon, American Munupuly_(apuah\m sought world
Most important was the issue of US banknotes in dollars
accepted as a legal medium of exchange and remained
lled in the hands of US ruling circles.  Such a situation
hem to issue banknotes and other liquid assets for the expansion
similar to internal circulation.

: from this, US dollars became world credit money, ‘givmg the
anity for the US Government and the monopoly ruling circles
ed on a policy of unlimited issues.

ime magazine commented:- " I'he root cause ol the dollar weakness
‘ever since the early 1950’s the US has been living beyond its means in
Id. Consumers, businessmen, tourists and the ‘(]m_-emmcm have
 spending tens of billions every year to build factories in Europe, buy
pése cars and cameras, bask in the Riviera sunshine, dispense foreign
d station troops around the world and wage the costly war in
m'IV

is clearly evident that the powerful po.ahiion hcldl b!'tl lh.Ll, lll:j
arily, financially and economically, in the Western World, \\Ln']m
¢ heads. The positions sought by Hitler by mrlls-taﬁr,\if: Im?rdx‘
neared to be theirs for the taking and that is what they proceeded to dc

" In their greed, they forgot that the w_orld is ruled bv obj;cn:ﬁ
Economic laws, and that a positive role in. the develop:lnmll’ ;}Q .'?nd
ciety is played only by those concepts which reflect these la

the prospects of their operation.

- o .d
The main factor is that the l..JS and other \;\fef.tersn alre:ic;r;édrt)j#:;e
" the fact that present day capitalist_economic _rchanonne[ary e ol
| f value. No amount of tinkering Wit ‘mo e
cz:)‘:re(c)l the present inflationary situation, if this fact 1s g

i i in effect buys
hout any control, in ¢

s e token mnncy_p_ur

the country of its

The country which widely pays, b ek g
these commodities on credit. An k»? ryemrm i
into circulation 1n l_he world marke
origin, is the debt repaid.
ng gold or money. The r‘:‘la‘{‘“l,ln
ities is that the latter are idea :1
that are »ymbolical]y represente
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t.ty the paper Only in so far as paper money represents gold

like all other commodities has value, 1s it a symbol of .r-WhM'

(Capital 1.P 29). -
That is very true, even though the circulation of pa

world market 15 accepted as exercising the functiolr: ;;err :vnc?rll]gy e

We have to face the fact that world trade is conducted thr I

exchange of paper money. R the

It has been suggested that in conditions of the .wide socialisation of

production and its internationalisation, foreign trade turns into a kind of

commodity circulation effected according to the " formul

. H 8 pr-C
L(';‘o;::nl’(ﬁ::y-:mney-commodny). Wor{d money increasingly began tg g/lla;
e oy .Fm gn:lnﬁazy role, a mediatory role of a simple circulatinl
o e gas ade partners are not always interested in the I‘F.‘a'lg
i shim ym fsuf:h as it is not kept for long. The mediatory
translated into rcalit(;rigr(‘)ft::d]e e
e e placing real money (gold) by its substitutes

The conversion of f
oreign trade into regu
]al’ lllu]tllalelal COIIlmOdIU-
excllanse, h,a,s become the dllbct cause Of the emergence Of paper

money on the world are i
gy na as the representatives of world money."’

These postulates are effective
and that no countr
values exchanged.

only if the law of v i
s alue is respected
y seeks 1o issue paper Currency in excess gf the

That this hasn't b

: een observed b i i

caustic co i S b LR s o ‘

Mr. R. K;n;:f:[ b.y.Nthe President of the Auslrianwﬂear::o::ra?mB thl:S

enough for a c;)unlry ?Nhgi:}lldp?:::ueimdgl?l S S ewicoven: are ?l?gﬁ

to inflati i i oo .
lon and consequential external deﬁcilsaml:]a:hii’:lzmifs ileadmg

. s very

imporlanl that in pur i mestic €Conomic aims the US also 1as (o pay
suing dﬂ i i
l]Ced to the external payments siluation i : i

: The irresponsibility of the US Gover
;sn drevealed by the continued and
the structural deterioration of i

Bllrope and Jap n. Ihe system
A of f ari
Y. ixed P ties COIIlDelled Othel

countries to mainlai ir we
T n thCI balanoe
of payments bet €n (he limils

nment and its capitalist monopolies
le\rer expanc_lgd export of capital
s trade position vis-a-vis Western

D a m Ep ’
! ger, uty T T e I)Eulsclle Bulldesballk
r Otm r Em inger, D G()Ve nor of th
a représentative of F RG on the OECD.. chall man of Deputlﬂs Of the

of Ten, and Federal Germany's representative on the IMF
s the Per Jacobsson Lecture on Inflation and the Monetary
stated: “\We have an excessive creation of world reserves, the
of which are mostly the deficits of the United States and,
minor extent, also of the United Kingdom and other countries.’

o:- ‘‘Even after the Smithsonian Agreement of December 1971,
he other countries in order to defend the agreed fixed parities (or
ral rates), had taken in over $20,000 million by March 1973.
s was more than the total amount of dollar reserves held in the
Id up to the beginning of 1970. It was a costly sacrifice in
ense of a system that had more and more degenerated into an

“From the beginning of 1970 through March 1973, more new reserves
vere created than in all the previous monetary history of the world.
‘he dynamic element in this process was foreign exchange reservcs.
' re than trebled during this period, from $32,000 million (he
The major
€5 was,

led it billion J.C.) to approximately $115,000 million.....
source of this tremendous increase in foreign exchange reserv
»f course, the payments deficits of the United States.”’

On 22-8-71 the managing director of the International Monetary Fund,
" Pierre-Paul Schweitzer, sent a telegram 10 all member states:- ‘‘Unless
- prompt action is taken, the prospect before us is one of disorder
~ and discrimination in currency ang trade relationships which will seriously
~ disrupt trade and undermine the system which has served the world
well and has been the basis for effective collaboration for a quarter of

~ acentury.”

The Council of Ten met on 15/16-9-71 but beyond recognising
the necessity of monetary reform made no important decisions even

though Japan had floated the Yen on August 28.

s refused to support the market rate of
cies continued to drop,

The principal capitalist countrie
the dollar and its rate in relation to other currencies j
while the price of gold began to rise not only in qulars but also
in other currencies. The capitalist world was, once again, n_\adc aware
of the primacy of gold in the monetary system of capl_tall.sm whu_'h.
despite their efforts to the contrary, is regulated by the immanent law

of value.

A decision 0 devalue the dollar was taken al a meeting LJl.‘Ih.c
US Financial top brass with the Group of Ten, l?/lsfl?_—?i. This
decision was called the Smithsonian Agreement. They avoided the word

_ devaluation — the US undertook to raise the price of gold from
28



$35 to $38 per ounce, an effective devaluation of 8.57° per (¢,

Dollar convertibility was noi achieved as the US gold stock now stood
ai $10,000 million as against American paper dollars in the reserve
banks of other countries with a face value of over $50,000 million

The second devaluation of the dollar, by 10 per cent, was effecied
on 12-2-73. While the fluctuations of the parities of other currencies
was eased to + 2.25, no real attempt was made by the US Governmen
or its monopolies to curb the outflow of capital from America.
The latest Australian figures — 1974 — show an investment increase
of $US281 million, despite a minus trade balance of 150 per cent.

During the Helsinki Conference last year, the President of France,
V. Giscard D’Estaing and Helmut Schmidt, the Chancellor of Federal
Germany, attempted to arrange a ‘*Monetary Summit” to discuss what
they called ‘“‘the crisis we face is not economic. It is monetary."

Reporting this the Financial Review commented:- *‘In other words,

the twin evils of recession and inflation are not incidents-in a classic
business cycle but signs that the world monetary system has collapsed.
Therefore they will not go away until it is repaired.....The view thai
the collapse of the monetary order is a direct cause of the world’s

economic difficulties is supported by a survey of developments in the
past four years since the dollar became inconvertible. -

“In that period paper money has lost three-quarters of its value.
It clearl‘y has done against gold which was quoted, in the free market,
at the time of Mr Nixon’s decision — 15-8-7] —. at 3US 42 an ounce.

“Today it is worth just four times that much

“In the same period dollar ciaims held b i
; non-A:
from $US55,000 million 1o al 7 B s

. _almost $300,000 million....In the same four
ﬁ_ar;; Jl?e;c:;‘a}:rlf;ﬁthe size of the Euro-currency pool — that reserve
control or restraing
million.
worst and certainly most wi
(Financial Review 1]-8-75).

The recent Jamaican Conf

: erence of the IMF also faile i
ar any conclusions other than s ailed 1o arrive

'I“hese. as Dr. Fekete, the H
are an obvious manifestation of 1
operation.

ungarian economist, states,
he weakness of international co-

jtary ambitions of the United States and the greed of her
ts have unmistakeably wrought 1ll'lll0ld damage to the very
hich they seck to preserve, a formidable t;nk:, even, for a
pared (o recognise the realities of a sick society. Secking,
ise on the western world’s acceptance of the dollar as a
ng medium, it was and is issued Wllh'hlt'lc rcg,nrd for \-.ill.u-\
o regard for the economies of the countries in which they sought
over the industries and commerce.

text of this article is to indicate tha inflation, even ;LI.In‘nyuw:
r local contribution, is a product ‘Qt \}for!d L:H])_llalls‘l r-t,hfll‘llll‘h
s largely contributed to by the militarisation of |hl.1|.:a';.n1.. :l,n
omies, which, led by the US is E}dﬂplt‘d to win the ulp,lunu 1\:
he world, defeat socialism, an(_i to stimulate production to the poir
ary to retain the confidence of the people.

‘As they and their economists .do not rccqgnisu the Iuw‘ |“l- :].I:]ll

hey failed to understand that military cxpcr)duurc has nol va lftdi:urcl,

mmanent laws of their own economy and therefore l!ln: L‘()ll)\hl-i .cx[.w,ns e
' the post-war period have made a vast COl]lll'lhllnll)n lu‘ the very se
roblem of inflation now endemic in all the capitalist states.

b Clai “hs and Co that they can wave the
by the Frasers, the Lynchs an wage i
Cl:l:llfichywill waft if all away are lies. Worse they know they are lies
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These comments helow by the Communist Partv af € “hile on the harm done 1o the
working class and their atlies by ultra-leftism holds special importance for the
Ausrralian left

The Australian left movement has suffered heavilv because of the diviseness of
ultra-left and sectarian policies and tactics. Much of the comment by the Chilean
Partyv could apply 1o the ultra-left, anti-Soviet aspects of the line of present leaders
of the Communisi Party of Australia. The Chilean Par(y commen serves as

particular warning in regard to the Trotskyite and Maoist activities. [t shows how
these forces of loudly proclaimed “radical postulates'” which played into the hands
of the USA while also making anti-Soviet attacks which were also used by the
enemies of Chilean democracy. It all has a familiar ring in regard to the ultra-left
anti-Soviet line of the “leftism " in our own land.

An interesting point raised by the Chilean comrades is whether it 15 correct to
speak out firmly against "'left "’ forces who adopt extremist and anti-Soviet positions
when there is "'a favorable climate for convergence with all democratic forces. '
The Chilean Communists reply by saying they de not deny that there are serious
revolurtonaries among those influenced by uitra-left trends. They recognise the
historn: need for unity of all democratic forces bur ai the same time it is essential
fo speak oui against the repetition of ulira-left mistakes thar objectively
helped the fascist junta to strike down Chilean democracy. This (abridged)
article 1s of obvious value to all serious supporters of socialism in Australia.

Ultra-Leftism--Trojan
Horse of Imperialism

(Statement of the Communist Party of Chile)

: Al‘presenl. the cenlral ta:sk of the popular movement in Chile is the
creation of a brpad anti-fascist unity capable of overthrowing the dictator-
ship and 1E'::rrzrlmg out the revolutionary transformations needed by our
society. e decisive role in this new democratic i

. s . popular, revolut
unity belongs to the working class. il b+

: The a_:hief cause of our temporary defeat was that the enemy was able to
increasingly isolate the working class from its allies, and to set against us
many of thpse who had held neutral positions and even those wh
had sympathised with the revolutionary experiment of the Allende govcrn?
ment. 'I_'herefore. of prime importance is the need to overcome our
shortcomxng§ and weaknesses in the ideological struggle against sectarian
and dogmatic tendencies imposed on part of the popular movem
by petty-bourgeois revolutionism, or ultra-leftism. s

From the first it became necessar 1 i
L st : Yy to wage an ideological
against bourgeois ideology, which even during the surge of v(v)grk'in:calﬁ:

10 “dominate’’ the situation. In addition, there was the need
{y-bourgenis revolutionism--anarchism, Trotskyism, Maoism
n (Revolutionary Left Movement)--which attempted to infilirare
 class. All these ‘‘brands’’ of ultra-revolutionism ended up
" of opportunism, primarily due to their anti-communism

eloquent instance is the collusion of the Maoist cligue with the
ascist dictatorship. Maoism also presented itself in Chile as an
lutionary trend. Our enemies loudly repeated its ‘“‘radical”
in front of the North Americans while at the same time
ach of its anti-Soviet attacks. The Chinese clique launched a
 campaign against the Communist Party of Chile.

the fascist coup in September 1973, not a single progressive
" has any doubt regarding the position of those who support
icy of the Maoist clique. In our country, we witness fraternisation
n the openly anti-working-class, sanguinary regime and the
tatives of Peking who have stretched out hands to each other.
e are photographs showing them full length. We are witnesses
how far adventurism and revisionism of Marxism-Leninism can lead.
do what even many representatives of the bourgeoisie cannot aF'I‘qrd

By abandoning fundamental principles, they end up in the service
e most infamous cause: defence of Yankee imperialism.

ery conscious workers knows that in the an[i-imperlal!st and anti-
ligarchic struggle, and all the more so in the struggle against fascism,
ted action with the democratic and revolutionary contingents of other
asses and strata is obligatory. It is just as clear that unity cannot
should not exclude confrontation of ideas, opini‘ons, elucidation
f respective opinions, while maintaining the absolute mdependencelof
sroletarian positions. From our experience we know what .a hhlgh
price the popular movement has to pay for mllern_al weakness,r w,ef}
‘a part of the petty-bourgeoisie succumbs to revolutionism, to spontaneity,
and, instead of approaching the positions qfrt_he proletariat, imposes
" on the working-class parties a policy of division and confrkqn[au]on.
Such tendencies surface owing to the weakness qf the wor !ng-c z?ss
movement, its inability to smash them through ideological a!ru‘%.g €,
to ensure unity and establish the leadership of the working class.

This is one of the mistakes that must be corrected.

Some may ask, is it not wrong Lo_insist on these a_cctmal;gglsé
to prove the harm of extremist tent_jenmes. spegk out agam? ‘l[r)u .
who declare in support of the revolution when 1t Is a mafller‘o Vaer ;gce
against the dictatorship? Is there not a favourable c:llmlac:e Por ul)nr Ugni[y
with all democratic forces. with those who upho opula "

: e o oo
as well as those who did not? Does it not smack of “‘sectarianism -
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The Party's position is that: **We are not against the ultra-lef, a
priori, and do not deny that there are consistent revolutionaries among
them. We proceed from facts, from the actual situation. Today,
as before, we place above all else the historic necessity for unity of all an;.
fascist forces, democratic, popular and revolutionary organisations ang
clements. Those ultra-leftists who without resorting to sectarianism
or splitting activities facilitate this unity and adopt an anti-fascis
programme, will have a place next to the Communists and other
revolutionaries.”’

The necessity for unity of all anti-fascist forces is today more urgent
than ever. But it is a matter of creating a front that would be
widely recognised by the people, which would not commit mistakes
tomorrow and would not become meaningless as a result of internal
strife or incorrectly defined objectives. To achieve this, the revolutionary
core, the working class and peasantry, broad urban and rural sections
must overcome sectarianism and splitting tactics.

Ultras Attack the Popular Movement

Precis‘ely sectarianism and splitting tactics mark the activity of the
Revo]}monary Left Movement (MIR), which appeared as a political
orgamsatiop in 1965, when the political situation in Chile was characterised
by a certain ebb in the popular movement due to the defeat in the 1964
elections, when bourgeois reformism, as represented by the Frei govern-
ment, had reached its apex. Created on the basis of a few groups
of intellectuals of bourgeois or Petty-bourgeois origins, MIR united

practically all the old, dispersed trends of petty-bourgeois revolutionism

Trotskyists, Maoists, Vanguardists, etc., as well as individuals earIie;

expel]ed from working-class parties. It was also joined by some who
saw it as a militant revolutionary organisation. On the other hand
zhe{e. were not a few who came to MIR because of their anti-communist'
pos:t:oEs. _N.lIR proclfiimed itself a new revolutionary force opposed
to thg traduqmna[pa_nmes.", and openly professed anti-communist views
practised anti-Sovietism and made terrorism its main political tactic.
In line wuh_ these criteria, up 1o 1970 MIR opposed the creation {;f
Popular Unity and announced its own line of boycotting the elections,

but a month before the electi i
_ t ons, when the victory of
candidate bccamearealuyit revised its position. e

Petty-bourgeois revolutionism defined the Allende government as

“reformist” and directed all its eff; i
r c Orts to creating a “‘revoluti 4
with clearly anti-communis; features and orj : e L

Unity.  Lefi opportunism was
y prese
working-class parties and their policy.

3

es favourable to extremist positions inside the broad
movement, while disregarding the need to strengthen
e Popular government and to extend its social base.

‘n of such objectives inevitably led to MIR playing
s of the enemies of the government, As it became clear

it was widely used for the infiltration of police

e Such a centre always

launched subversive activities.
ile soil for shady adventures.

2 of the MIR-ists to counterpose themselves to the
rties and, particularly the Communi_st Party, led to 1he1;
e use of revolutionary phraseology, in support of bot
left’” positions.

fith their dogmatic conceptions, the ‘MI_R-ists declared everfyo[E:
ng to the proletariat or semi-prolutanta_t ;sn ?ﬂ!ﬁrsﬁieﬂ i
na ss. To justify their contentions, _
.:;y ag:i?iiiperialist ;nd anti-oligarchic stage %f tt;et her?!EL]i?)r;i
ing its immediate socialist chara:cter. Lpsmg (silgltcl)l . :; iF[’h b
they followed a primitive policy of isolate 1cdas ethe i
ium owners and the middl_e sections. This le fu: it
revolutionary forces, prowd‘lr_ng a mass basg ;)for Aot
Popular government and facilitating preparation

e policy of comprom_ise and
imperialism and the oligarchy.
ced against the measures_of
itions is evident in analysing

is course was counterposed to th
ce needed to direct all forces against
shortsightedness of the slogans advan
opular government to strengthen its pos
history of the events.

| i Unit

‘:Today it is clear that opposition_totitflimeed dl?l‘!l?flghzgtil;r?pg‘]:r:ocra:iz

isti mocrats was unjustified. ) e

'“rl: th:s?shl?)fg\il:n ?: a multi-class party, including, besides trif:gfle;i)nrtiii;::d

i thye' monopolisti:’: oligarchy, large groups qf the d}fmoirazamry ot i
mall and middle bourgeoisie, middle sections, the p

s

; i+ positions, this party was seen as a single
B CI?SS‘ ﬁfgﬂddc:ﬁ?a;:fiv?gv of the reactionary boqrgems lgro:r?;
Y facldl triving to unite around itself the entire par );nen[
i IC_d by_ s sath of blind opposition to t_he Popular ‘gm;z'en CDF;
el al_ong atzn(:es it was easy for the rllgh! forces in By
i templts of the demucratic-mlpded leaders_ to ‘l)llers
ih frgg;)atefrél:: Esl;]l:ipping into collaboration with the fascist plof "
the

_Jleft actions to frustrate
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Today we can clearly see that the ultra



i the Popular government and the constitutionalist
::c??:;a;?&tbgmznforces wgre untendable. The attacks against General
Carlos Prats, when he assumed the post _of head‘o.f .the government,
palpably demonstrate the sectarianism and irresponsibility resulting fr_om
the ultra left’s striving to counterpose t!iemselves to the left parties,
and to picture as “‘reformists’’ the revolutionary leadership, the Popular

Unity and the President.

Equally, we should not underestimate the harm cal_lsed by ogportunis:
tendencies inside the Popular movement, that demobilised anq dwertgd its
forces from the urgent task of forming new economic and social relations,
which was of fundamental importance in defending and developing
the revolutionary process.

Progressive government measures met with the resistance of the
monopolies, latifundists and imperialist companies, which resorted to boy-
coit, sabotage, disorganisation and chaos in all branches of the economy.
This was the key aspect of Kissinger’s plan of ‘‘destabilising’’ the Popular
government...

These are some ideas concerning irreconcilable struggle against sectarianism,
divisive actions and dogmatism, which have done so much harm to the
struggle of the Chilean people. An objective analysis of the recent
past shows that our Party, the Party of the working class, has not
fought firmly enough for its own independent policy, against right and
left opportunism within the working-class movement. And it would
be a crime to repeat this mistake. To fight more effectively against
the main enemy, to consolidate the unity of the people, we shall
conduct our ideological struggle more vigorously than before in order to
combat confusion, sectarianism, divisive tactics and conciliation.

This struggle is not designed to dissociate a single decent fighter from
the revolutionary movement. On the contrary, it is our purpose to
attract every real revolutionary to the positions of the working-class
movement. And we are convinced that in this case his or her
contribution to the revolutionary process will be really fruitful,
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