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Crucial Times

As (he great depression began to encircle the capitalist world in the late
‘twenties and early ’thirties the erroneous theory was developed that Australia
would “‘prove an exception’’ and not be seriously affected.

The theory of “‘exceptionalism’’ has made no reappearance in the current
period of yet another of capitalism’s cyclical crises. It is not surprising.
There is little doubt among either Australia’s capitalist class or working

class that the nation is deep in the grip of a new economic crisis of grave
consequence.

Currently a great debate ensues between basic sectors of labor and capital
whether a ‘‘consumer-led recovery'’ or an “‘investment-led recovery”’ offers
the best prospect of economic stability.

The reality is that the inherent, objective laws governing the private-
profit-motivated system of capitalism render it impossible for any lasting
recovery to be achieved short of basic social change.

This requires fundamental revolutionary change from the unplanned,
crisis-producing system of private profit to the planned, public-serving
system of socialism.

While demands for more consumer spending to preserve and extend
purchasing power must be a basic feature of any immediate labor movement
program, the current crisis must be tackled by reiterating the basic solutions
resident in the socialist objective which stands as the official (but too often
forgotten) policy of the Labor Party, the labor movement and the ACTU.

Raising of such fundamental concepts is made all the more important by
the recent Fraser Budget which quite ruthlessly (and vainly) seeks to solve
the capitalist-created crisis at the expense of the workers.

As ACTU president (and ALP president) Bob Hawke told the last ACTU
Congress, the crisis of inflation and unemployment gripping all major
Western countries is not the fault of the warkers, it is the fault of the system.
The truism must never be forgotten by any sector of the labor movement.
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_ : n_:ovement is ﬂe:_(ible_ epough to take account of local and regional
jations 1n popular feeling 1t 18 bound to lose breadth and effectiveness.

&ﬂ‘ the Melbourne peace movement can gain some significant ALP support
~ despite the adoption of slogans which could be broadened to gain even
wider ALP, and other, support 15 L0 be seen, partly, as evidence of regional

ifferences and varying possibilities for the peace movement in different par

5 ts
oj: Auts_tr:aha. l!: should also be appreciated, however, that the ALP lf.ﬁ’t in
Victoria 1s relatively stronger than it is in other States and is far from typical
ALP thought, asa whole, throughout Australia.

- Slot and methods which are likely to have the best chance of mobilizing
the most significant sections of the ALP throughout Australia and thus
therefore of having the best chance of forcing the ALP leadership nationally
and in each State to @ stronger stand on East Timor need to be carefully
thought out with due regard for local and regional differences. Unless
the ALP, the Party that is presently enjoying the mass support of the
Australian working class, is substantially won to an issue throughout
Australia, that issue is unlikely to win decisive mass support from the

Australian people.

It is a pity that so much analysis still has to be repeated years after
jum campaigns which showed, positively

the lessons of the Vietnam Morator
f body as a Moratorium

and negatively, how such a broad «ymbrella” —type O

should best be organized.

Experience in the anti-Vietnam war movement made it quite clear that

the most effective campaign was one which concentrated on the main issues
of getting the invading troops out and urging independence of the invaded.
Slogans (e.2- «yjictory for the Vietcong’’) were concepts supported by the
Socialist-committed left but tl aximize united actions involving
the largest number of Australians. Such advanced concepts could be held
by participating organizations but the brgad
movement needed to be built on broader aims of ending this brutal, unjust
aggression;aims which could achieve maximum mobilization among
Australians. The Melbourne Vietnam Moratorium campaigns, by concen-
trating on the broader issues and building a broader movement achieved
the best results by far. About 100,000 people stook over the streets”” at
the height of the Vietnam Moratorium campaigns in Melbourne. With a
smaller population than that of Sydney, Melbourne repeatedly bettered
Sydney’s participation.

Admitting that the relatively large ALP left in Victoria gave that State
certain advantages, the potential for greater rank-and-file ALP involvement
in other States offered by the then opposition nationally _of the 'ALP to the
Vietnam War was generally neglected or sabotaged (as 1t Was in
where the SA Branch of the ALP was deliberately driven out of the Mora-
torium Committee).
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Democracy, like all other social phenomena, has a definite class content.
Democracy can only be examined in relation to the rule of a certain class
and in relation to the state apparatus used by the ruling class 1o safeguard
its interests.

In a class society democracy means a certain system of rights and privileges
of the exploiters at the expense of the exploited masses who have no rights
and no privileges.

We can only tt_lerefore_ talk about certain types of democracy associated
with and expressing the interests of this or that social class and not about
democracy in general, abstract or ‘‘pure’’ democracy.

Thus, cqmparison has to be made between bourgeois democracy and the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

As Lenin pointed out in his book The Proletarian Revolution and the
Renegade Kautsky: ‘‘The question of the dictatorship of the proletariat
is a question of the relation of the proletarian state to the bourgeois state,
of proletarian democracy to bourgeois democracy."”’

Bourgeois democracy means the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie (of a

small minority) over the masses of the working people, that is the vast
majority of the population. Bourgeois democracy, Lenin said, ‘‘always
remains and under capitalism is bound to remain restricted, truncated, false
and hypocritical, a paradise for the rich and a snare and deception for the

exploited, for the poor.”

The dictatorship of the proletariat, on the other hand, is working class
democracy. It is the dictatorship of the working class in alliance with other
exploited classes, the dictatorship of the vast majority of the people over
a small minority of exploiters and the social parasites attached to this
minority.

Proletarian democracy is a democracy for the poor and not a democracy
for the rich that every bourgeois democracy, even the best, really is. The
purpose of the proletarian dictatorship is to create socialism, to do away
with the division of society into classes.

It is only in this content that we can compare the two concepls.

To try to counterpose the dictatorship of the proletarian 10 abstract or
pure democracy like the followers of the various non-Marxist tendencies
in Australia and overseas do today and like Kautsky and other infamous
renegades of the working class movement did in the past, is accn(dung to
Lenin ‘‘using the mendacious phrase of a liberal who wants (O fool the
workers. "

The best answer to the second question can be Karl Marx's own definition

9
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To suppress the resistance put up by the overthrown regime, eliminate
he exploiting classes and all causes of human exploitation, eliminate
| forms of social injustice and national oppression and to build and
solidate a new social system, i.e. socialism, and prepare the conditions
for a transition to Communist construction, a classless society.

‘Hence, it_ is_ obvious that the main purpose of the dictatorship of
the proletariat is to carry out creative activity, constructive work.

To ensure the gains of proletarian democracy, to safeguard the new
proletarian state against| violence used by the former exploiters it may
be essential to meet this counter-revolutionary violence with strong working
class action. Bourgeois falsifiers always attempt to picture the dictatorship
of the proletariat as complete violence, which allegedly stems from the
very nature and outlook of Communism.

These distortions are absolutely groundless because neither in ideology
nor in politics nor in ‘‘our ideal’ as Lenin said, *‘is there any room for
violence over the people.””

Revolutionary violence is used only against the exploiters and their
organs, and only when they attempt to reverse the situation and pose a
threat to the revolution. As Lenin commented in his critique of Vandervelde's
book On the State **...bourgeois democracy suppresses the working class
and exploited people, and proletarian democracy will have to suppress the
bourgeoisie.””

VALID TODAY

Very often we come across the argument that the concept of the proletarian
dictatorship is outdated and no longer valid in conditions of developed
capitalism, in technologically advanced capitalist societies. 1 have set
out above the two main tasks of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The
question, therefore, is : are those two aspects and tasks valid today? Is
there a need for the replacement of monopoly capitalism by a socialist society?
Is today’'s bourgeoisie in industrially-developed societies prepared (o
voluntarily give up its position and privileges without a fight, without
resistance and violence? Is there still a need for a transitional period of
development during which the conditions are set for the consolidation of
the socialist society and the transition to the higher stage of communist
society?

No one claiming to be a revolutionary could seriously deny the need
for replacing the rule of monopoly capital by a new socialist state. In fact
in today’s conditions of developed monopoly capitalism, the need has
become more apparent, as the striving for ever increasing profits, monopolies
assume a greater control not only of the economic life of the countries
they rule but of the state apparatus, culture and public life generally

11
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Consumer-Led
Recovery and Capitalist
Reality

by Ron Barrett

What do we mean by the term consumer-led economic recovery? Why d
we advocate consumerism? Why should we as Socialists have any need
to advocate consumerism when workers are being constantly bombarded
with adverts by the mass media imploring them to buy the goods advertised?

It has become fashionable on some sections of the left in recent years (o

demgr‘ate consurperism and to oppose what is termed the accumulation of
material possessions.

This attitude is enshrined in both Trotskyist and Maoist theory in the
principle of produce much but consume litle.

There is evidence that this is
left generally see it as a way
come food shortages.

P_ragtised in China itself and the extreme
of assisting under-developed countries to over-

This is part of the extreme left’s failure to realise that the plight of back-

ward countries is caused by unfair distributi ing i
A 1 tion of wealth resulting in the few
consuming much and the majority consuming little. :

a :e%ezggmw un?er;tm}d the role of consumerism we must see it first as
o s o oyl xbance. From pimiiye s man has o
in order to live and develop. necessities of food clothing and shelter

The needs of modern m

an are f : By . S
to produce wealth. ar more extensive but so o is his ability

Under Capitalism a contradiction exists betwee

wealth and the capacity to consume it. 0 the ability to produce

In the philosophical| se is i
e al| sense this is one of the re itali

economic gyclg: of crisis, depression, recovery andasl)(g.otilar t'he ey st
period ending in a crisis of over production. B© Do

It is obvi i i i
obvipus that the resolution of this contradiction lies in the continuatio

o co nsumption particularly on the part of the wage worker as he constitutes

the largest section of society.

ititate this there must be high wages and stable prices.
;:"i:easm:rt:tseldom if ever stable, they are usually blalam.ly increased for
the purpose of increasing profit_s. This has been the case with BHP ;qu u?
never ending steel price rises with thq effec! that this has on the prices o
commodities containing steel. Every time prices go up Wages go down.

Marx said:

«Since the capitalist and the workman have only to divide this limited
vaiue, that is the value measured by the total labour of _the working man,
the more the one gets the less will the other get and vice versa. When-
ever a quantity is given, one part of it will increase inversely as the
other decreases. If the wages change, profits will change in an opposite
direction. If wages fall profits will rise and if wages rise profits will
fall”’.

To this must be added the burden of inflation which is caused by the
price of a commodity being raised artificially above its real value placing a
further strain on workers’ wages which must be compensated by wage
indexation.

Marx could have been referring to wage indexation when he said,*“The
working man shoud try to get some share in the increased productive powers
of his own labour and to maintain his former relative position in the social
scale.’’ This clearly shows why we support wage indexation. But we should
not see it as the be all and end all and why it is necessary to struggle for wage
rises outside of indexation.

While political economy is a very complex subject requiring constant
study and re-study it contains the quite simple fact that to understand any
set of economic conditions is not only a question of knowledge but of class
interpretation. This is the basis of our party’s call for recovery from the
present depression to be consumer-led.

The capitalist class on the other hand do not have the same stake in economic
recovery that the workers have. They seek an investment-led recovery.

This is the main conclusion to be drawn from the May mini budget and
the August Budget which are based on the concept of wage restraint for the
consumer and profit guarantees to the investor.

This will mean increased unemployment while enabling employers (o
continue to profit at the workers’ expense.

When we are told that it is necessary for firms to make big profits for the
good of the country or the economy this should be answered in a definite

— "



class way.

It is goods and services demanded by the working class and its allies. i,
short the greater part of society that will create work and end the depression
It is obvious that the only way to move towards a crisis-free society is
curb the power of monopoly and to continually raise the people’s livijp
standards at the expense of profits. :

The only real and lasting way to achieve this result is by achieving h
Australian labour movement’s goal of socialism.

}_?Unification That Began
A New Era

30 years after the foundation of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany

From an article by Erich Honecker, First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the SED

It was in April 1946 that the remarkable Party Congress took place
at which the Communist Party of Germany and the Social Democratic
Party of Germany united to become the Socialist Unity Party of Germany.
Wilhelm Pieck and Otto Grotewohl sealed that historic act by a handshake.
Wilhelm Pieck said that the effect of this unification of the German
workers’ movement would prove the beginning of a new era in German
history.

The existence of the German Democratic Republic, her foundation and
development justify those words perfectly. Under the leadership of the SED
our people have, during the past 30 years, successfully followed the path
into a new future opened by the Soviet Union’s victory over fascism. We
succeeded in realizing the anti-fascist and democratic revolution and leading
to victory the socialist revolution by a uniform revolutionary process and by
hot contests with imperialist reaction and their confederates. The life of the
people in our country has been changed completely.

In the course of all these years the Socialist Unity Party (SUP) proved
to be the transforming revolutionary force of society. It met its responsibility
and stood all the tests of the class struggle. It inspired the working class and
all the working people to great achievements. It has always given the
right answers to the guestions of life by its strategy and tactics. All this
had only been possible because the SUP has been guided by the scientific
theory established by Karl Marx, Frederick Engels and V |. Lenin. The
SUP applied that theory to the concrete conditions of our country and
utilized comprehensively the experiences gained by the communist world
movement, especially that of the CPSU

.



THE UNITY ACHIEVED ON A REVOLUTIONARY BASIS ENABLED
THE PEOPLE'S VICTORY

To perform the fundamental change in the history of our people it was
necessary to overcome the splitting up of the working class caused by
imperialism and opportunism and to achieve the unity of the working class
on a revolutionary basis.

By its call of June 11th, 1945 the Communist Party of Germany showed
all the anti-fascist and democratic forces an aim and a path to overcome
the power of monopoly capital which had caused two disastrous world wars,
helped fascism up, and was principally responsible for fascist crimes. In
this significant document the Communist Party of Germany took warnings
from history and orientated towards the creation of anti-imperialist and
democratic conditions including the opportunity to open the path to
socialism for the German people.

In doing so, the Communist Party was ruled by Leninist revolutionary
theory._ It proceeded from the fact that the anti-fascist and democratic
revolution develops into a socialist revolution according to how the working
class _und;r the leadership of the revolutionary vanguard realizes its hegemony
‘hc.uw it wins decisive powerful positions, and forges and extends the alliancé
with the other working classes and strata.

On the basis of a Marxist-Leninist analysis of the concrete conditions and
proportion of forces the Communist Party of Germany then aimed at the
fqult:danon of an anti-fascist and democratic and a parliamentary republic
w:i “el:rer]{ rlgll;trand frpedom for t!ne people, differing basically from the
b militagil:l:lrl “:l-l This task required the complete abolition of fascism
i e the removal and punishment of war and Nazi criminals

propriation of concerns, banks, and big landowners, as well as the

occupation of key positions i i
R e n the state and the economy by representatives

retl:ntlt; g:;:nref()f _effon.;s of the Communist Party, the members of which
the establishmenm:‘t prisons and concentration camps, or emigration, was
Commission of tu? tshe Jiy et action of the working class. The Central
appeal of the CPGC f ocial Democratic Party of Germany agreed to the
Thus the leﬂdhlxbogi June 11th, 1945 in its own appeal of June 15th, 1945,
on unity of action i %Of the SDP and the CPG could arrange the agreement
working class w n in Berlin on June 19th, 1945. The wish for unity of
pay severely f,,::l:: I;lmned by the warnings of history. The people had |
not been achieved T‘lﬂ that the unity of action of the working clas
af e ot Dcmon the eve of fascism ascending 1o power Many m
drew the only ri ocratic Party of Germany and their commumist con
Yy right conclusion from the experiences with fascis

1o never again allow fratricidal strife.

'%bl‘e ‘and more the centre of attraction and the motor
cist and democratic forces.

‘the working class resisted the unification by strong
perialist forces realized what depended on the result of this
Wbl’ishmems of the Socialist Unity Party on a revolutionary

“the same time, that the working class in alliance with all
i1d take the leadership of the nation.

Congress the SUP looked to the future and gave the Party
‘based on the struggle of the working class and its allies. In
s and objectives unanimously accepied by the Party Congress
of Lenin on the development of the bourgeois-democratic
o a socialist one in his work “Two Tactics of the Social
the Democratic Revolution’’ were employed creatively. At the
programme drew out the significant experiences of the German
ional workers’ movement, first of all those of the CPSU.
&, it took into consideration the historic lessons of the VIith

ess of the Communist International.

e unification took place on this basis the further development
a revolutionary party of the proletariat was guaranteed.

STION OF POWER—THE BASIC PROBLEM OF THE
TON—HAS BEEN SOLVED SUCCESSFULLY

rking class can only perform its historic mission if it overcomes
ts ranks caused by imperialism and opportunism; if it unifies on
onary basis and is led by a Marxist-Leninist party which is closely
ith the masses and accustomed to fight.

st-Leninist party are 1ts revolution-
i ciety. its fight for the
hment of the dictatorship of the proleiariat. for the \‘h{-{plln.g (:jt I}hv‘.:

society and its internationalist alliance with the CPSU and the
nist world movement. As the conscious vanggard of _!h‘e‘ W'Or!(l!‘llﬁ
it is ruled by the revolutionary theory of Marx:sm-l,emlmsr_n v:nuw
ntifically expresses the interests of all the workers. V.. 'elll(]‘n v r;;
is work *‘State and Revolution’": “‘By the education of the working class
xism educates the vanguard of the proletariat which is able to assuqle
pwer and to lead the whole people to slociallsm, o manage"and orga;;.;i
e new order, and to be teacher, organizer, _and_ lead_er of al trtf) woeroiqie
d exploited people in the shaping of their social life without the bourgeo:

‘and against the bourgeoisie’ "
The question of power has always b

- I 1 b —Who
" In order to decide the question Who—) ]
: crl‘a;)s struggle to the benefit of the working people it was ne

=

een the basic question of the revqiut'ion.
m?"" in the hard and difficult
cessary to act

— .



consistently to apply the Marxist-Leninist understanding that the establish-
ment of the political power of the working class is an indispensable measure
for the transition to socialism. We succeeded in linking the anti-fascis
and democratic revolution with the struggle for socialism by the creative
employment of Lenin’s revolutionary theory.

By constant reference to the level already achieved and by an exact analysis
of the masses’ development of consciousness our party led the first stage 01
the revolution step by step into the second one. The defeat of the old
bourgeois state apparatus and the establishment of the political power of
the working class were the basic prerequisites for that.

The working class in alliance with the farmers, the intelligentsia, and
the other working people established and strengthened its political ]:;ower
with t!le foundation of the German Democratic Republic on October 7th
1949; it created the socialist state of the workers and peasants as one form
of athae dictatorship of the proletariat. Following this way our workers and
gfxiﬁiiigusézgdi:%;g.fully perform its function as a main instrument of

The rights and freedoms of the workers freed from exploitation are not
only proclaimed in a socialist state but also guaranteed because eve
:égﬁze::hl_]asl the political, economic, social, and cultural opportunity trg
prine is n%hts and freedoms. The socialist power in the GDR will go on to

elop the further display and improvement of socialist democracy

th:g:v:lr;g"‘l!clznu?gfo: Ibllw (;PG and the SDP was also most significant in
ks iy arxlst-!.gmmst alliance-policy with all the anti-fascist
et rces. The unity of the working class was a solid basis for

l1ance with the other classes and strata, with the farmers, the

» 1
intelli entsia, the U]ball m ddle Classcs, and €ven parts of the petty and

The alli i ;
necessaryh::)n::[a%c],ﬂiy og the reyolutlonqry party of the working class is
s Lok, establis;lllr'l consolidate socialism once and for all. Our Party
creamedtive S it bmg close and Igsling relations of fraternal and
e il etween the working class, the class of cooperative
s R deegents'“a and the other working people. Those relations

iy, Creaiingthep In the processes of shaping the advanced socialist
Societ prerequisites for the gradual transition into communism.

salist press tried to cover up the success of the Conference
and. Workers’ Parties of Europe held in Berlin, June 29-30
that this was a most significant gathering from which emerged
important document for world peace, detente and social
he final documents (published by New Times 28/76) should
d studied by all. Here we present a summing up of main features
of the Conference.

uropean Conference

V. Zagladin

international working class movement and its main product, world
m, make up the greatest creative force of the present times. This
convincingly borne out by the current state of affairs in Europe.

e Berlin Conference of Communist and Workers” Parties of Europe,
Brezhnev said: *‘Today, it is more clear than cver that imperialism
no longer dictate Europe’s destinies. The socialist states,'and the
rking class and democratic movement in the capitalist countries today
a weighty word in their determination. £

f the profound changes, which have occurred
f the growth of the force and influence of
ss and democratic movement, was the
operation, which ended a year

truly symbolic reflection o
our continent as a result o
cialism, and of the working cla

European Conference on Security and Co
igo. It dre\g a line under the results of the Second World War, worked
and cooperation of states on the basis of

t the principles of relations : !
- peaceful ?:oexistencc, and opened new prospects for the further strengthening
~ of peace and security in Europe and elsewhere.

elapsed since then, much has been

In the twelve months which have b ! "
done to implement the conclusions and recommendations of the F!nal Al-,I.
ce This refers to the political and economic

of the European conferen : |
fields. and to human contacts and the exchange of information.

|se has been mosl !
on and aggression are not at

However. something ¢ clearly brought out. naumei_\:j
that the forces of the cold war, reacti all prepare

'y
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(0 lay down their poisoned arms. This is pointed out by facts virtually
every day: the latest Western decisions on stepping up the race in arms;
provocative calls for interference in the internal affairs of Italy and Spain,
and any other country “‘threatened’’ by the will of the people for the
democratisation of social systems, the endless stalling in response to the
peace moves of the USSR and other socialist countires, and it does not
maiter whether they refer to problems connected with the termination of the
arms race or to the development of many-sided economic cooperation in

Europe.

Reactionary journalists, who clearly seek to lorpedo detente, are ever
more vigorously claiming that detente is in a logjam and very little of
it is left today.

It was precisely in such an atmosphere that representatives of nearly
30 million Communists of Europe got together in Berlin and clearly stated
their appraisals and positions, and set forth a joint programme of action
in the conditions which have taken shape.

A consistent realistic approach, excluding both deliberate embellishment
of the situation and unjustified pessimism; a firm conviction of the power
of the forces of peace and social progress; optimism, and an unbending will
to work for the further deepening of detente—all this characterises the
afore—mentioned appraisals, positions, and programme.

Il"helparticipants in the Berllin conference noted that “‘all the positive
shifts in Europe and beyond its confines are the result of a struggle over
a period of many years of all the anti-imperialist, democratic and progress-
ive forces.”

It should be noted that, for all the difference of the composition of their
%arigmpam? and their aims, there is a definite connection between the
erlin conference of Communists and the Helsinki Eu
o iy ropean conference

The participants in the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
stressed the need_ “‘to exert efforts to make detente both a continuing and
an increasingly viable and comprehensive process, universal in scope,’” and
concentrated their attention on formulating the principles guiding reialions
between states. Apart from that, they reached accord on confidence—
building measures, including prior notification of major military manoeuvres
major military movements, and so on, and in principle declared for h'
eventual attainment of universal and complete disarmament under s b
and effective international control. They emphasised “‘the compleme A
nature of the political and military aspects of security’* % mm

Having fully approved of this conclusion, the i i
y ; parucipants in the Berli
conference went far beyond this and stated thar the discominuatiu;- $é$

-

main element in the furtherance of detente. Leonid Brezhnev
]y is now more important than ever to pave the road to
ente and to stop the arms race.”” This idea was voiced by
ly all the heads of the delegations of the European fraternal

icipants in the Conference stressed in the final document that
ssary to put an end to the arms race and to start the reduction
ed forces and armaments, and went on to list practical measures
uld be taken to reach this end.

articipants in the Berlin forum resolutely supported the overcoming
ivision of Europe into opposing blocs and declared in no uncertain
“the prevention of the creation of new military blocs or military
s.”’ The timeliness of this declaration is quite obvious now that
the formation of some new militarist alliances, either on the basis
Common Market or on a broader base (e.g., including Japan), are
rery now and then from West European capitals.

the Berlin conference put forward a genuinely concrete programme
tary detente, the implementation of which would contribute towards
gthening of peace in Europe and throughout the world.

Berlin Conference of Communist and Workers' Parties of Europe
ial emphasis on the unbreakable link between the strengthening of
. the deepening of detente, and the furtherance of social progress, and
ited a profoundly class and Party approach in comprehensively
ng this link.

h the speeches of the participants in the conference and its final
ent clearly indicate that the policy of peaceﬂ_ﬂ coexistence, active
peration among states irrespective of their sqcua_l systems, anq the
laxation of international tension by no means signify the existence of
he political and social status quo in this or that country, but, convcrfselg.
‘‘create optimum conditions for the development of the slruggl? nf lh:’
working class and all democratic forces as well as for the assur{;anruri'lowrits
‘inalienable right of each and every people freely to choose an IO 0f e
" own course of development, and for the struggle against the rule o

monopolies and for socialism.

ici i mples of the favourable
The participants in the debates gave concrete exa ) .
inﬂuenge of dgteme on the process of class struggle. Summmdg up everyth:zg
that was said in this connection in the speeches and I‘Ihe' osument. 0
may state that the common opinion boils down to the following:

_the relaxation of tension furthers the all-rlou
f the socialist countries

olitical development of h st ries
Eeaiisalion of the opportunities of socialist society:

nd economic, social and
and makes for a fuller
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-detente creates more favourable conditions for the success of the move.
ments for democratic and socialist transformations in capitalist couniries:

-the stopping of the arms race will make it possible (o ease the burdep
imposed on the working people by inflation and constantly growing prices,
especially those of consumer goods;

-the development of cooperation among states fully meets the interests
of the working people’s struggle against the consequences of the crisis and
unemployment, and the interests of the economic development of (he
European countries;

-the development of cultural and other contacts among countries, wiih
the indispensable observance of the principle of non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, enriches the personality of the working people in
the spirit of the ideals of peace, democracy and humanism.

By showing the close relationship and interdependency between the
struggle for peace, security and the relaxation of tension, on the one hand,
and the struggle for social progress and the vital rights and interests of the
working people, on the other, the Berlin conference promoted the most
profound understanding of these relations by the people. This fact,
undoubtedly, will enhance their activity in the coming battles against the
opponents of peace and against the forces of imperialism and reaction.

~ The l_’.uropean Communists pointed out that the relaxation of tension was
in the Interests of the whole of mankind because it strengthened peace,
the most cherished desire of all the peoples on our planet.

‘A considerable part of the Final Act of the Helsinki conference deals
w:tl] problems of cooperation in the economy, science, technology, the
environment and in the humanitarian and other fields.

The Berlin conference completely supported the programme of actions
on Lhesc questions, advanced Iby the all-European conference, the programme
which provides for the Creation, as L. 1. Brezhnev! put it, of the “‘material

fibre of peaceful cooperation in Europe ' i i i
pe.” At the same time the B
conference took a further step in this sphere. i

To begin with, summing up the result ieved inki
delegates of the CPSU, HSWP, BCP, SU;(?,CWC s the

espect of
cconomic, spcial

30
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dition for the fruitful development of cooperation

: oncrete als which
conference also put forward new concrete proposa
and developed the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act

ches L. 1. Brezhnev, E. Honecker, N. € causescu, L.. Werner
articipants in the conference stressed definitely and clearly
'is the common enemy of the peoples of Europe and of the
"countries alike; mutual support, contacts and cooperation
munists and all democratic forces of Europe, on the one hand,
pgressive anti-imperialist forces of the former colonial world,
ther, fully correspond to their common interests and act as a
for successes in the anti-imperialist struggle.

om this position that the Conference supported the countries
ing in the non-alignment movement, which, ehan!u to its active
to the struggle for peace, security and the relaxation of tensions,
e against imperialism and for the establishment of a jusi system of
ional political and economic relations, has become one of the major
n world politics.

section of the final document of the Berlin Conference is specially
to support for the struggle waged by the peoples of Asia, Africa,
tin America for the elimination of the centres of military tension,
colonialism and neo-colonialism, for the consoli_danon of national
ndence, against racialist and fascist regimes, and for the acceleration
ir countries’ economic development. It is for the first time that the
pean communist movement has advanced such a detailed and
prehensive programme on these issues. Thus the Conference has made
stantial contribution to the cause of further rapprochement and
peration between the main revolutionary forc;s of today: I.-sou_ahsm.
‘working-class movement, and the movement for the consolidation of
developing nations’ independence and freedom.

e Berlin Conference has convincingly dgmonsuared the cngs:rm:;ﬁ
rce, the realistic approach, and the I'arslgh(ed’ness of the u:jjsr;of
ymmunist and Workers’ Parties. The anference s resolutions ar[eand o
emendous importance from the viewpoints both of the presen

~ historical perspectives.
4 uropean Communists
European problems

The will to create an
of peace and

" The Conference has shown no less clearly that th]e E

- are far from sectarian. Theyd:e:ire read{icl?o:ge;e

3 i i mocra a
together with all peace-loving and de

] allgvembracing union of all forces ready to work for a Europe

social progress, is the key-note of the Berlin document.

(Pravda, July 28, Abridged.)
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C.C. OF SPA STATEMENT ON
SOME CURRENT

INTERNATIONAL
ISSUES

For some time it has been common knowledge that
some Communist Parties have been raising the question
that certain concepis on which the International Marxist
movement had proceeded were no longer valid.

The anti-Communist media has been actively using
this to demonstrate allegedly unbridgeable divisions
within the International Communist movement.

Those situations were considered b Y a recent meeting
of the Centml Committee of the Socialist Party of
Australia. The meeting unanimously adopted the state-
ment set out below.

Since this statement was adopted there has been
succgssfuf Conference of Communist and Workerz
Parties of 29 European countries Which, in itself, gives
an appropriate answer to those who were assured of
the collapse of the International Communist movemen.

The Central Committee draws the attenti
ention of all members of th iali
::t?:nolf A"ilim“a to the discussions currently taking place in :hioic:n:lelif
al working class movement concerning proletarian internationalism

in vw;i;l;a;\znzﬁ:ﬁ?itign_ alTG dt'o thAe strenuous efforts of the forces of reaction
» Including Australia, to play u i
these two issues for the pu fhg Aivisions et TN s on
rpose of creating divisions am i
and workers’ parties of the w, i e
orld particularly (o divisi
those parties in the capitalis i ¢ drie Pandt W MERA L CEn
5€ t countries on the one hand and i
socialist countries on the other h ifically han Lhe
. and, and more specifically b
; A I
Commuplst Parly of the Soviet Union and the other coym R
workers’ parties of the world. i

£

: tage of this discussion the Central Committee takes the oppor
the undeviating adherence of the Socialist Party of Australia
neiples of Proletarian Internationalism and the sound and noble

on which it is based.

Iso endorse the emphasis given to proletarian internationalism by
atives of our Party in speeches they made and the discussions they
le attending recently held Congress of the Communist Party of
et Union, the Bulgarian Communist Party, the Communist Pargy
oslovakia, the Socialist Unity Party of the German Democratic
ic and the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party.

se statements and the clear affirmation we now make are consistent
levant sections of the Program of the Socialist Party of Australia.

e working class in all countries has common enemies and shares

mon goals. Those common features apply to the struggle for peace,

atic rights, national independence, economic progress and socialism.

e enemy forces are powerful and are themselves organised inter

ally. The common goals are far-reaching and either cannot be achieved

1 the basis solely of national struggle or such national struggles are greatly
sted by international support from forces outside of any nation.

10s€ circumstances have existed for a long time and were the basis for
all made by Marx and Engels more than 150 years ago ‘‘Workers of all
tries, unite’’.

s a result of those circumstances the workers of each country have an
lerest in, can assist in and are assisted by the struggles of the workers of

ch other country.

On that basis it can be truthfully said that every success of the socialist
untries and their collective successes greatly strengthen the struggles of
e workers in the non-socialist countries. All that applies to the strpggles
- of the workers in Australia. In this country we are faced bylform!dqbie
forces, our own reactionaries and their orgam‘sati.ons, U.S. imperialism
and its representatives in Australia, local and foreign owne_d monopolies
and all of these forces are related to the same forces |mernan_onally. Con-
sequently our struggles are part of the struggle_of all working class ar_1d
progressive forces throughout the world and while we must rf:lyl primarily
upon our own strength and the development of our struggles within Austra-
lia we gain strength from and in turn contribute to !he struggles of related
forces in other countries including those in the Socialist countries.

So far as our Party is concerned it musi rel_y p.rimariiy upon its own
xist-Leninist political organisation and its organised

capacity as a Mar . :
it er progressive forces in

strength to win support from the workers and oth :
Australia and to win and maintain a position as a viable force in the contexi

13



i iti ly strengtheneq
f Australian political life. But In that task we are greal hen
gy our association with other Marxist-Leninist Parties and by our activities
and participation in the international working class movement.

Our Party Program puts our position in the following words: “Three
mighty forces today confront imperialism in every corner of the earth ang
are the basic force for a great alliance for progress, national mdepgndencc
and socialism. These three forces comprise the socialist countries, (he
international working class and the national liberation movements. The
unity of these forces is the key to success for each and to the overall success
of the struggle for peace and progress. It is of paramount Importance thag
the alliance between the three main forces be strengthened. Any weakening
or disruption of this alliance can only assist and prolong imperialis
domination’’.

We have never found our adherence to the principles of proletarian
internationalism an embarrassment or a burden and it has never required
us to take directions from or to accept the hegemony of any particular
Party or Parties.

Any such state of affairs would be a denial of the principles of proletarian
internationalism and the guidelines for relations between communist and

In all those circumstances we welcome and express our agreement with the
following points made on the question of proletarian internationalism by

CPSU General Secretary L. Brezhney to the recent Conference of European
Communist and Workers’ Parties:

“*Communists dg not shut themselves up within the shell of their own
movement. They are always prepared for joint efforts with all those who
cherish the cause of peace and the interests of the people.
communist party is born of the working class of the country in which it is
active and it is responsible for its actions firs of all before the working
people of Its own country, I js precisely this that provides the basis for
communist Interational solidarity”. In defini

the struggle for common goals, their solidarity with the struggle
> N 3 y of the
peoples for national liberation and social Progress, the volunt: 24 i

of fraternal parties whilst obseryin the equalit d i
5 o g €quality and inde

In connection with the issue of
we affirm the view:

““The Dictatorship of the Proletaria;*

In all capitalis; societies, irrespective of (he forms and the extent of

hts 0O ] ieties, real political
g 'g bserved in any of those SO(?IC V iy

' ncistcsd b; minority forces representing monopolies and
exer

s of big business.

ders the democratic rights in such societies of limited
ren

i i constitutes a form of dic
i f the forces of big business cons _ of di
- tlol?ic‘l)l i; used to maintain the capitalist system in each s}nLtn
'ipa:d when necessary for that purpose such a dictatorship
es oppressive and authoritarian forms.

i s of Parliament in Australia,
ng Labor Party mem})ers s} i stral
- byt;elz(z:ldiﬁg up to and including the actions of the Aw[;.?lel::‘nr
Ge:::ral last November 11, confirm the existence of that s :
i

1 Australia.

ocess of changing the order of society from capitalifim l(]f‘;ljcr?i!|I;Lna]J
.grective of the form such a process takes, the issue of po
d its exercise is decisive.

. i iod,

such a period of change, which may .extcnd over a I&Zlgarf?rr:;np

- fhe purpose of exercising effective political ?oujeri);r:ﬁ]e“ bl

capitalist establishment of the monopolies of big : .invcl)iving ik

d with another form of dictatorship baseq '#I?Sa‘[housand Jon

senting the vast mojority of the people and whic L
genuine!y democratic than the most democrati

- iat"’.
i i “di ship of the proletaria
itical power is a ‘‘dictators i
;h :rg?;rz;){hgoggcialift Party of Australia shows that we supp
ro

ich a concept. | |
| the C.C. calls for the inclusion
lism and the significance and

in view of the importance of these matters ‘
f the proletariat in all Party

[ the questions of proletarian ir_nernatl‘r(:;)ao
levance of the concept of the dictators

- study projects.
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ational and international events from .
list viewpoint.
+ peace, democracy, for unity agains
opoly and reaction.
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The election of the Hawke ALP government in 1983 brought with it the introduction of consensus
style politics and the Accord.

Since that time, ACTU policies have adopted the idea that workers wages and conditions are some-
how responsible for the economic problems of Australia,

These calls for restraint have resulted in:

* drastic falls in real wages

* declining living standards

" trading off working conditions
* multi skilling

* award restructuring

* job losses

" demobilisation of workers

At the same time, profits are at an all time high!!
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Award restructuring is one of the worst aspects of the latest deals. It involves much mare than train-
ing, multi skilling and award reclassification. It opens the way for a major assault on w::rking copd\-
tions. Employers have a full say in the restructuring process. They are demanding " . . . flexible
working hours, reduced penalty rates and cuts in leave entitlements . . . ", as well as "a flexible work-
force."

LT5CE WS €




Workers should demand:

* wage rises based on cost of living increases

* no reductions in working conditions

no enterprise based awards

* protections and improvement of health and safety standards
* real tax cuts

* NO JOB LOSSES

The myth that wage increa;es cause inflation must be rejected. The claim that cuts in real wag-
es are good for the country is a lie. It is good for profits but bad for workers and their families

WAGES FIRST should replace the PROFITS FIRST policies of the Labor government and ACTU

leaders. It is time to put an end to employers making all the gains and workers carrying all the
costs.

The Socialist Alliance calls for a common platform of united action across all industries based
on a campaign for real wage increases based on CPI rises and the defence of workers and
trade union fights. Workers on the job must unite to farce their unions to fight for these issues.

WHAT IS THE SOCIALIST ALLIANCE?

The Socialist Alliance is a joint campaign of political action, uniting the Socialist Workers Party
and the Socialist Party of Australia.

The organisations involved in the alliance see it as a necessary initial step towards a genuine,
viable alternative to the Liberal and Labor parties which form governments that favour big busi-
ness.

The democratic policies supported by the Socialist Alliance are entirely realistic. Qur policies
address the fundamental problems confronting working people in this time of capitalist econom-
ic crisis and decline.

This industrial bulletin is the first of what is intended to be a regular on-going information source
and organisational tool for workers on the job. The SWP and the SPA will work together with
other progressive forces in the industrial arena to build the campaigns necessary to fight the at-
tacks by the present government and employers.

By supporting the Socialist Alliance and getting involved in campaigns you will be supporting a
firm, practical step towards the broader |eft unity that is essential to once more make the socialist
alternative an effective force in the trade union movement and the politics of Australia.

| would like to assist the Socialist Alliance campaign

I enéélzse $ to the Socialist Alliance campaign

Please send me more information

| can help to organise a meeting in my area/workplace for speakers from the campaign

AT :
POSTCODE.
PHONE

Clip and return'to: ~ SPA 455 Elizabeth St. Melbourne Ph: 328 1037
'\ or SWP 14 Anthony St. Melbourne Ph: 329 1320
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