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Since the middle of 1993, a group of Melbourne based activists began working together to produce a Charter of Working
People's Rights. Al the same time, there were discussions with comrades in other states around greater unity within the lef,
and for a greater coordination of left wing activities,

In Sydney a group calling itself the Rank and File Alliance was established which organised events around the ACTU
Congress in September 1993. Melbourne activists joined in these activities.

In Western Australia a left caucus has been meeting , which is keen to get involved in any national discussion and
planned activities.

On November 28, 1993 a conference was held in Melbourne, to see if a political alliance of individuals and political
groups who worked together on the Charter of Working People’s Rights could be established. An alliance was formed at
this meeting based on non-sectarianism, where political differences are iolerated, and where open debate on political
difference is encouraged.

The Socialist Alliance is a political organisation in which a number of independent socialists and socialist groups have
formed a united front based on agreement with the Charter of Working People's Rights. The aim of the Socialist Alliance
15 1o participate in the struggles of the working class, and to work towards the achievement of the basic nights of the
working class as set out in the Charter.

In this magazine, the theoretical/historical journal of the Socialist Alliance, many of the papers presented at the
November conference are reproduced. These papers reflect the concerns of Alliance members in initiating a new socialist
grouping. Such concerns are real, we are aware this is not the first attempt 1o bring pecple &mnd.iﬁ'mnq?oliﬁm] tradidons
together. Butwe are equally aware many of the divisions of the past are no longer useful, and that as socialists we must work
together to overcome these differences and unite in struggle '

Over the past 18 months we have seen imprecedented activity and struggle at all ]evds_. among Mg people In
Victoria, in the dying days of the Kimer government, and since the election of Kennett. As activists within these struggles,
we share a frustration of being small and isolated.

The Socialist Alliance is in its early stages of development, but it is dynamic and gmwmg Since me'f:.rSl Charter of
Working People’s Rights meetings, we bave worked together on many issues, mo{;t recently in the ongoing s_u-uggl_c_fﬁr
secondary coeducation in Richmond. By uniting in struggle, we achieve a clarity and common purposé in political
direction.

The Socialist Alliance brings to it many naligned socialists, activists politicised through dw_slrngglef o_l' the past 18
months, rank and file workers, Charter participants, and several political groups committed (o alliance building.

The Charter and Socialist Alliance constitution are available on request.

‘We encourage you to get involved.

1924 Napier St, Fitzroy

(left hand side of the church)



The Charter of Working People's Ri
and the Socialist /g\lliat%csé :ghts

‘The idea of the Charter for Working Peoples Rights
originated from comrades in Communist Intervention.
1t came at a time of much discussion about an Australian
Republic and really posed the question: What kind of
society do we on the left want?

As aresult a meeting was held in May 1993 at Richmond
Secondary College (a name now synonymous with working
people’s struggle) and attended by 60 people. Working
parties based on common interest groups were established
10 write up sections of the Charter.

The Charter was not intended as a complete and finished
document, but rather that it's a basic statement of aims
agreed on by the larger group about the sort of society we
aspire to. The demands cover issues affecting working life
and a wide range of social issues, and is seen as an excellent

‘means of promoting the discussion of what sort of society
we want.

Although we aimed to take the document w the ACTU
Congress and lobby del around the d ds con-

Contradictions of
Capitalism Remain

The fundamental contradictions in capi ety sti
exist. Around the world we have m;ﬁﬁﬁfe&ﬂ
and organised production in the work place, but ﬂui S[\c:a.l
production is in the hands of private owners. Because of that
conq—ad:cnon 'we also see the anarchy of the market and the
self-interest of capitalism. Despite this fact, some of our
treacherous leaders like Bill Kelty insist that the class strug-
gle no longer exists.

_The process of drafting the Charter of Working People's
Rights proved that it was possible for a broad range of
groups and individuals to wark together and agree on a these
issues. It also convinced many of the us that we had 1o
organise on the basis of this new level of agreement.

1ained in the document as a first action, this was not achieved.

Interest in its development has been expressed by a
of people who have formed a rank and file alliance ;hgrl:};g
ameeting in Sydney where the Charter was presented and
where it generated considerable interest .

Copies of the Charter have also been sent to a group of
trade umion actvists m Western Australia who have ex-
pressed an interest in continuing discussions around the
Charter demands.

What the Charter
Proved

Where to From
Here?

Following the Workers, Change, the World Confercoce
organised by Australia Asia Workers Links, a meeting was
organised 1o discuss where to go with the Charrer. The
outcome of this meeting was the convening of this confer
ence under the title: Where (o from here? - Towards a So-
cialist Alliance?

Those of us who have come together at this conference
s}:am a basic agreement on the Charter - not on inlerpreta-
tions of the Russian Revolution. We agree on the kind of
society we want 1o live in, and that is more important than

One of the most exciting aspects of the i

7 5 process involved

in developing the Charter was that different groups and in-

mﬂtma{m the left were able to work together without
sectarianism we've often seen in the past when

anempts have been made for combined work. i

the disputes of the past.

The Charter participants have continued to meet on a
regulafr ‘basis. Our intention is o work in the labour move-
ment in a united front way and to find how best to work
tg’\::ruds the achievement of the demands set out in the

r.

1In the face of the Sonino adn i 3
50 ‘within the Labor

Charteris designed 1o become a rallying call i

e s b ano arallying call for those tired

For a Socialist
Alliance

We believe the time is right for an open socialist alliance
of people who are opposed to capitalism and want (o builda
socialist future.

Although we are based in Victoria, we are establishing

E\h nationally, but we also have a strong commitment to
ternarionalism.

the Earth

Internationalism

11 is no accident that we choase to open this conference
ith an international report. Intemationalism is not just a
luxury to indulge in when we're feeling expansive. It has to
e the comerstone of our movement. This is partly a moral

- a question of what Marx called the categorical
imperative. As Emest Mandel put it, this means “to fight
against any condition in which human beings are despised,
alienated, exploited, oppressed, or denied basic human
dignity.” Butin the second place, our internationalism most
rest on the understanding that the workers of the world,
including our own, have no choice but to unite if we are to
resist imperialism and go forward to the kind of society to
which we aspire.

The internationalisation of the

productive forces

During the past 20 to 30 years there has been an enor-
mous iom of the internationalisation of the produc-
tive forces, and of the division of labour. The world market
is now effectively controlled by a few hundred mullinalim_:al
corporations, many of which have greater wealth than entire
pation-states. It is hard even for the major imperialist
countries 1o control them. They can transfer invesments,
production, and distribu tive centres almost at will. They can
transfer enormous amounts of capital literally overnight.
‘And the sole raison d'efre of is the maximisation of profit

Noam Chomsky has even writlen about what he calls “a
new imperial age” in which there is something like a “de
facto world government” composed of such institutions as
the the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank,
trading structures such as the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) and the General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade (GATT). These organisations call the eco-
pomic shots along with “executive countries” such as the
G7, the 7 richest capitalist countries of the US, Japan.
Germany, Britain, France, Canada and Italy, and the bu-

Chomasky also argues that the general population “doesn’t
know what is happening, and it doesn’t even know that it
doesn’t know".

We must realise that this means that the internationalisa-
tion of the class struggle is final and irrevocable. Workers
most develop ways and means of struggling on 2n inlerma-
tional level, There are some instances of ul?pn:hbmmn&mg

ether to fight multinationals; one examp is the Cater-
t;?lu wmpansyhin Europe. Yet, by and large, the leaderships

movement

tional issues!

" The Disinherited of

by John Tully.

The world-wide offensive of capital

The last twenty or so years have been marked by a world-
wide offensive of capital against labour. Smce the last big
win against imperialism - the victory of the Viemamese
revolution in 1975 - the balance has been tipped in imperi-
alism’s favour. This has meant suffering on a scale per-
haps unseen this century and it can only get worse.

Marx once said that the choice facing humanity was
berween socialism and barbarism. Now we don't have
socialism, however deformed, to act as a comterweight to
imperialism, and we already have barbarism, as I shall
sketch out later. Socialism is now a matter of the physical
survival of our species. There is no way out under capitalism.
The unhappy paradox is that despite the barbarism of late
capitalism, socialism is faced with an unprecedented cri-
sis of credibility, a point to which I shall retuwrn later.

There have been some setbacks for imperialism @ the
last twenty years of the capitalist offensive. There was the
Iranian revolution, which, before it was high-jacked by
fundamentalists, had a liberating potential. Then there was
the victory of the Sandinistas. Both of these revolutions
happened whilst the United States was still reeling from the
“Viemam syndrome”, and before Reagan came (0 the White
House.

One by-product of the New Right's policies has been the
growth of racism, xenophobia, and the resurgence of fascist
movements. The National Front of Jean-Marie Le Pen now
gets the third largest vote in France; the Nazis are on the
move in Germany; a Nazi was recently elected in Britain;
and David Irving is often represented as a “revisionist
historian” rather than the poisonous propagandist be is.

This doesn’t mean, thoogh, that working people haven't
fought back. They obviously have, and will continue © do.
There have besn enormous demonstrations against war and
racism: millions have turned out in Europe (o say “n0” to the
fascists.

Anmhu‘pomwmunhﬂnmauhewoddngdaﬁsis
nuwbyfmmcmmchssonmm:mum:
bi]linnpenphwcmulddassifyas;mlswians._nﬂa
gigantic number of semi-proletarians, pardcularly in the
impuvaished‘m:dwmamhvebunpowfulsuﬂ:ﬁ
and other industrial struggles in the imperialist countries.

mhﬁshwhﬂsmbewmhgnnmmuacpmad
(apinlisluwpiammﬂw.ns‘mulﬂlmfmins“duaen
rhei:povmyanddspak.audpmvideaf:asimpwm
World stams. In mmu-mmnfmmwmm-
mhavcshuwnlhehuﬁﬂmﬁpt—mﬂhingmume
humcwm:inahigmymﬂzmmmumhamwm
Links Conference here in Melbourne.
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“Vietnam syndrome” is dead

Yet the “Vietnam " is well and truly dead. The
United States, for all of its economic difficulties, is back
“walking tall” as high-tech global cop. The Sandinistas
were worn down by attrition. Tiny Grenada was smashed in
1983. Angola and Mozambique have been utterly devas-
tated by US-backed mercenaries, The 1991 Gulf War was
an object lesson to all Third World countries of what their
fate could be if they bocked the “New World Order”, The
Vietnam syndrome was buried under the rubble of Baghdad.

There are now few restraints on imperialist power. The
collapse of the former Soviet Union, brought about at least
in part by the relentl of imperialism in the arms
TACcE, Was an enormous Vi for capital. No matter how
deformed the “socialism” of the Soviet bloc, it acted as a
brake on the worst excesses of imperialism. It is no coinci-
dence that the US was able to plan and execute “Desert
Sml_nf'whmhdid - when the USSR was disintegrating.

The collapse of the Soviet Union has also been a boon for
the ideological push of the so-called “New Right", or the
mﬁbmhs&eyp:fumh:mﬂedMugmnamhu
wn‘:lcnom!as'fm-"lhuelanAlma:iv:"-anﬂLhc
dhmmmmof“mdaﬁnn“inm&smblmsmedm
cmﬁ:mhﬂ'clﬁms.l-ﬁllimofwmhmﬂuwghonlﬂ:e
world locked to the USSR as a concrete alternative, Those
uf'nsﬁunchmkkymumﬁﬁmhadnthuidm.bminma
m:lnd:iolmgnnss:sixmlh:SmietUnionur“ama]]y
FXIstng socialism” which formed the alternative, not us,

Ideological offensive of the New Right
The of the USSR fuelled the ideolngical offen-
e e

the offensive of capital, and they are utter] 1
ive of : ded;
:ﬁ they're doing. Again they are typ'lﬁej by 'll:'.:‘t?tlmlo
once remarked that she got up 1o start work . {'
becanse that is precisely what the Marxists do, and yg, ;”
to do as they did to defeat them. el

“Prisons and bodies of armed men"

The idea of a completel; free market i i
beast has never existed m:rd never wﬂllm»:liﬁzggghﬁgh :
bave industial policies which “segulate cisonlerly ...
km‘ » PTOtECt private capital, subsidise business, etc ey I
don't know to what extent Thatcher, Kennett, the Instipy
ol:‘ h]bli% Affairs and so on actually =
rhetoric, but these irmationalists seem hell i
implement it. In the name of small gor:nm::n:}zag:
mm and whatever, they are slashing away 0ot just at
soc:al welfare programmes, and at workers rights, but at
very infrastructure of society. The only things that grow
:g:n Frgu;;%ﬁméa:_e am\amer';ls budgets, police forces,

pnsons. The state is strij i i
“prisons and bodies of mﬁe:‘l‘:.k L o of

believe their own

Public debt has soared under New Right
governments

‘We should note, too, the hypocrisy of the New Right in
their claim 10 be motivated by the dgsire 1o reduce qub].rc
debt. ‘The destruction of infrastructure is done in the name of
reducing state debts, yet it is a sham from start to finish
Public debt has acmally grown dramatically under the aegis
of the New Right America's public debt was much higher
when Reagan left office than when he was first elected
‘There are wo main reasons for this: firstly increased mili-

h collapse

:‘:eoﬂhcmwkigm_ is
Hegelian Absolute, the end of history. Let's hope he'
nmughnbumne!lhmnwouldbe:djﬂmtlﬁ];?:f:nfi
m?;mh:mnmhd!mhard—ﬁgm“mamh‘bar-

They call it “economic rational lism",
3Bused wond “etor it 3 3

Lary exp is now munning at about US$3 million
despite the fall of the “evil emiire“. Secondly, western
govermnments hay: given massive subsidies, both overt and
disguised, 1o private business, regardless of their cant of
market forces. There have been bailouts of corrupt and
incompetent firms all over the capitalist world. In the US
George Bush's own sons were involved in multi-million
dollar scams that were Paid for by the taxpayers. We all
kmow the situation here with the curse of the Farrows, Bond
and so fnnh A covert form of this transfer of wealth has
been pnvausaum! Ppushed in most countries of the world by
Ouffits such as Price-Waterhouse as the panacea for every

ency of Third World countries,
Third World countries by the World Bank and the IMF in
order that western banks can get their pound of flesh.

. _-nerecent example of the consequences of New Right
irationality is the spread of infectious diseases in England.
Ovumepastfewmﬂmchubnenasmdychmbm
Teporied instances uf_ typhoid, cholera and dysentery in

centuries. All are water-barne and easily preventable, The
Teason for their resurgence is that privatised water compa-
Ehvemmgoﬁwmmmmmmempny their
e ﬂymmpeophh:vemwayofge:ﬁngﬁd
nﬂ‘;:ﬂ:}?: h:'pgi:gmm]:mmlves and their dwellings
clean, w it us that the market is

Decessary regulator! -

It is yet another example of the “relentless attack of the
prosperous few upon the restless many.”

The international unemployment crisis

Perhaps the most important intemnational indicator of the
size of the capitalist offensive is unemployment. About 500
million people are unemployed in the Third World. Millions
more suffer what is politely called “under-employment”,
which might be digging on the greal garbage dumps outside
of cities such as Manila to find materials for resale, or “fire-
eating" for tourists in Mexico City. Then there is a range of
illegal or semi-legal jobs, including of course prostittion.
‘These latter categories form separate labour markets.

Unemployment has also ravaged the former workers’
states. Poland, for instance, has over 2.4 million unem-
ployed, of whom 1 million have been out of work for at least

12 months. Women are bearing the brunt of the effects of
Yeltsin's “market reforms™ in Russia, where thres quarters
of the unemployed are women.

Unemployment has soared in the imperialist countries;

rising from around 10 million in the 1970s, w over 50
million today, some 18 million in the US alone, according
to official statistics. You can probably double those fig-
ures, If people will allow me the liberty of a travelogue, I
can tell you about what I saw in Europe at the beginning of
this year. In Paris there are appalling numbers of beggars.
There are literally hundreds of thousands of homeless pec-
ple. At one stage some 50,000 of them werelcamping in
humpies in the Bois de Vincennes. Wha you see is heartbreak
stuff: young Algerian mothers with tny children; an old
man who could be your father holding out a c2p in the rain
just metres from where the Bastille vsed to stand; a man
begging on a train in the metro, addressed the passengers - 5 |
have no house and it is winter. I have three kids and sick
wife. I have gone to the pick-up point for weeks and got no
work. Please helpme.” And this in one of the world's nichest
countries, with twice the living standard of Ireland.

The New Right has been remarkably succcss{ul in driv-
ing full employment off the political agenda, not just here in
Australia, but in all of the capitalist countries, in the ex-
USSR and other former workers' states, and in the Third
World.

(Cabinet Minister Kim Beazley said full employment is
not a realisable goal. What's more, he says, solutions such
as the 35 hour week would adversely affect he competitive-
ness of Australian industry, and are no lon_;:ct options.
Beazley's wards indicate just how “bi-partisan’, in Lerms of
the Australian parliamentary system, the agenda of the New
Right has become. In fact, as cases such as Alcoa near
Geelong show, even unionised workers in large plants are
copping increases in the working week, and the prqbl:m is
widespread. You don't have to look for coﬂsr‘m‘f IhaéF
though I' ve no doubt that groups like the CIA and‘ e
have been pushing the process along - really it's about
ideological begemony, something 1 think we have imper-
fectly understood. r iy

Gramsci that the “mainstream” ideas in any

are those nfwul:.:lfmmg class. The ruling class has plumped
for the platform of the New Right, and UZ‘IIOSE ideas are now
hegemonic. “User pays”, “compeuuon . “privafsanon ,
e1c are the commonly accepted wisdoms of ihe age. Anyone
who disagrees is labelled a dinosaur. Part of our sk is 1o
destroy the credibility of the New Right in the labour move-
ment, and in whatever forums we can get access 0.

An absolute decline in living standards

There are probably more than 70 million people living in
extreme poverty in the imperialist countries, and the number
is growing inexorably. Between 1985 and 1992 in the US
alone the number of people suffering from hunger rose from
20 million to 30 million. In the Third World it is far worse.
There has been an absolute decline of living standards of
between 30 and 50 per cent since the 1970s. Sixty percent of
the Peruvian population, for example, is undemourished
and 79 per cent live below the official poverty line. As
Emest Mandel put it “The poorest inhabitants of the
poorest countries now have a daily food intake which
equals that of a Nazi concentration eamp of the 1940s",
Half a billion people suffer permanent hunger. Hundreds of
millions more are affected seasonally or in other cyclical
ways. All in all, 1 billion people are hungry right now.

16 million children die each
year of hunger and curable

diseases

For me the New World Order is symbolised by the
spectacle of George Bush weeping in public for baving 1o
send “US boys™ overseas to defend “freedom, democracy
and justice”. But where are the tears for the 170,000 or so
Iraqi children who have died because Bush smashed their
country's infrastructure 1o smithereens? There are no tears
either for the 16 million children who die each year from
hunger and pr le and curable di . Yes, 16
million children - the equivalent of 25 pe of all the deaths in
‘World War 11 including Auschwitz, Dresden, Hiroshima -
every year.

HERE'S OUR BEST
L CLIENT: "

SHE OWES US

T




it

mmuimmrwd.bwumdcm
ﬂ:’dﬂ:“w:d'sppuhﬂmm food is Ibete.nlrel:ly. It
would cost less 10 achieve these goals p than the

overall; the limitless pursuit of short-term profits and
the a::':umulatiun of wealth, without taking any ac.
count of the human costs of this mad race ang the

on armaments. We should not
o T S e T
on that are intrinsic 1o capitalism. There have :
al least 21 of these since 1825 - one ou’avmge every
years. Millions are affected by famine whilst agro-business
‘ensares that production is related solely to profit.

Net flow of capital from South to North

Looking world overall, the people of the South are
subsiding n:::m There is, in fact, a net flow of capital
from the Third World to the “advanced” capitalist countries,
partly due 1o the enormous debt owed by Third World
countries o western banks. These couniries have always
been kept impoverished, but the scale today is perhaps
greater than at any time in the past Agencies such as the
World Bank and the IMF are in the forefront of the impov-

of these ies. Loans are dependent upon the
of market ies - that is lled
penetration by imperialist interests and repression of the
‘working class. The loans must be repaid in hard currency.
Exports of cash crops such as coffee and beef are also
demanded at the expense of indigenous agriculture and the
environment. Thus ranchers are the number one direct cause
of deforestation in the Amazon basin, and peasants in Bra-
zil's suffera ding spiral of landk
‘bumiliation, starvation and despair. This 15 the homeland of
the so-called “Rat People™ of northeastern Brazil. Decades
of chronic malnutrition have resulted in a race of pygmies
35 cm shorter than the national average.

And there is no way out under capitalism. The so-called
“miracle economies” of Asia are often held up as models,
but the facts are that industrialisation in those countries has
been socially disastrous and ecologically unsustainable,
Moreover, indusmialisation began some time ago in a differ-
m“eeummic climate. Mexico, 100, is supposed 1o have had
an “economic miracle” in the last decade. Yet in that time
wages have fallen 60 per cent; union organisers are killed,
;’:::: i R Jheen ion of the ;
o farmers also bankrupied by the dumy
ing of subsidised US produce under the : A

secretive NAFTA.
Ecological catastrophes

‘The scale of the ecological crisis facing humanity is qui
A e
unprecedented in history, Such questions as industrial and
‘nuclear pm\jﬁm,_ greenhouse, the depletion of the ozone
4 deluuﬁ‘_:nunand deforestation affect us all. More-
over, t'nzy are lmhed (0] questipns of social justice, national
SOvereignty and mlﬂmumahsm. the rights of indigenous
. Ié:iplﬂ.mdm workers' health and safery. I will deal with
mnmd_mnlmin 4 separate paper today.
No gradual, capitalist solution to crisis
‘Thiere is, moreover, no gradual capitalist soluti
ﬁﬁnxhnmam:y' .Ail.h:l?ﬁ]p B o
crisis i Fourth International

“Those who believe in & gradual way oul of the
means of growing patience and sacri-
do net understand the intimate

< calasirophes threateni
: i ening us and the

3 ralised
e ve W'm market econamy,

parable damage that it inflicts on nature; the ey.
tension of competitive and aggressive behaviour i,
relationships between individuals, social groups ang
states; generalised egoism and corruption, the law of
the jungle andthe “weakest to the walll” (Manifesto of
the 4th International, 13th World Congress, 1930]

Socialism faces crisis of credibility

That, then, is the objective situation of the world under
capitalism today, and it is a pretty gloomy picture. Howeyer

d

wide crisis of credibility. I find Tony Dewberry’s paper v
thought-provoking and perceptive, and don't intend to say
much here. What Tony says is largely right, depressing
though it all is. The most depressing thing of all is the
paradox that despite all of the horrors of capitalism, the
masses of working people donot see any alternative. They've
had their fingers bumt so many times by Stalinism and
social democracy that they will not make a leap of faith

‘We really do have to rebuild the movement. We also
have to demonstrate that our ideas are worthy of support
Anyone can min up a red flag and proclaim themselves the
revolutionary be-all and end-all. I'll conclude with & few
ideas I think we need to take on board

Firstly, we have to Link the two ideas of freedom and
socialism indissolubly. Any form of socialism that secks (o
rule over, or substimte itself for the masses simply isn't
worth having. We need more not less freedom than under
bourgeois democracy. We have 1o defend buman rights
unconditionally, everywhere. The kind of socialism we
wish to build must be democratic and pluralist. Moreover,
We must practice what we preach in our own ranks

Secondly, we must give wholehearted suppon to the
struggles against militarism, against environmental destruc-
tion, against racism, sexism and homophobia. We must be
willing to learn, too, from these broad-based social move-
ments. Lenin once remarked to Clara Zetkin that male
communists ought 1o learn to see life through the eyes of
women. Women are about 53 per cent of the population of
the planet, yet they own very litte of it, despite doing most
of the work thal is necessary for survival. The “feminisation”
of the intemational labour movement must be our goal.

Thirdly, we must recognise that large sections of people
are being permanently locked out of the productive process
You can call them an underclass if you wish. Already in
many pans of the world, there are third generation unem-
ployed. They have never been in the workforce, They have
mever known working class solidarity. They are potentially
our allies; or they could be mobilised by demagogues against
us. That leads me back to Marx's categorical imperative o
defend the poor, the despised, the downtrodden, Linked to
that s the Lask of educating people to see society not through
the eyes of the well-off middle classes, nor through those of
well-paid strata of workers, (a tiny minority of the popula-

tion) but from the standpoint of the disinherited of the earth
Sources

Noam Chom (interviewsd by David Baj
Ervapemis Foh and he Faissa Many, Odonian bros
Mandsi, Socialism :
Manam, Vol o, Now York. Apr 1955 uietn in Defence of

i no regard for fis effects on society
st alllance . | uary 1534

1
festo of 4th Intsmatonal, 13t W
Socialism and tha Futurs, Labour Coﬂ%ﬁ cmﬂnnu':"‘v's%w

Various editions of Intamational Viewpaint, Pans,

socjalist
alliance

public meeting

at the YWCA
3rd Floor, Loungeroom
489 Elizabeth St, Melbourne

Thursday February 24 at 7pm

Bill Deller and Sigrid Borke - Sociz.iiist Alliar)ce ;
Speakers from the Koori community and Friends of
Richmond Secondary C{?Hege.

Cost: $3/$1 or by do.nahon.

Food and drinks available.

187 2212). Robbie
o ope (387 2212), Robb
; o contact K en Taylor (754 5181) Paula Pope (3¢

For more information Contst

Ryan (480 0697).
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The sect ends by abstaining on the day to struggles on a day o day basis
day struggle of the working class or shouts
demands from near the movement and then
abuses those who prevent the ‘correct line’
from being endorsed.

The sect ends by abstaining on the 62 foda
of the working ciass

That some of us led sections of the union
meant that we could not then abstain on
leading the whole of the union. That we were
originally successful was tribute to the

by Bill Delj,

reading of Wild Swans tells us
af::l:gsl ma ng things that sects can have
more the 100 members. That they are not
reserved for the political movementis als_a
true, but we have been plagued by their
existence for much of our political lives.

As| searched foran altemative to reformism
in Western Australia in the 1970s | discovered
Trotskyism through the Socialist Labour
League and | helped to found the first branch
in that state of a communist tendency other
than the remnants of the Communist Party of
Australia.

The various Communist Parties held little
attraction because | had observed in practice
within the trade union movement thair refusal
to fight capitalism.

| wanted to fight and for the next period of
my life | believed | was a revolutionary
communist. Life was both hard and easy,
hard in the sense of the time and energy
required, but easy in the sense that the political
line was clear the tasks necessary and the
objectfve conditions demanded the level of
commitment.

When | finally left the Healyites (so called
aftertheirinterational leader of over 40 years)
| thoug_hl that it was me who had failed the
revolution. It was some years before | was
4gain prepared to be involved in trade union
let alone, revolutionary politics, '

| am confident that this pers I
1am cont 1 onal reflection
will, with slight Variation, be true for many of
ggh_la.;\hdesg letus e;amine the basis of the sect

nes we have experienc

we have observed. 2 TRl
The horrendous treat
ggmst cadre in bplh the Soviet and Chinese
derr.l_!er;umst Parties is legendary and not
e lof EXCept by the most hardenad suppor-
. _';fs; the regimes. Yat the same is true on a

rent scale for the Trotskyist movement.

Al one level sects emer {
3 : ge when parties
::vdelop in_lsplallon from the Wotkingp class
it is easy in hindsight to see the

ment of loyal com-

pl0- socialist alliance 1 Jauzy 1934

inevitability of sects within the Trotskyis
movament since the second world war.

Sects are also products of a misreading of
the objective situation and an undue emphasis
on the centralist aspect of democratic central-
ism.

Partly as a result of the isolation of h;
various groups from mainstream working class
activity many have developed formulae ba
on some theoretical dogma and stand shout-
ing ‘correct’ slogans at every gathering of the
working class.

They also treat other tendencies who don't
share the exact same interpretation of event
as an enemy at least as bad as the capitalist
class itself.

The isolation, the small numbers and
holding revolutionary ideals throughout the
prolenged boom of capitalism are contributing
factors to the development of sectariar
behaviour but they cannet continue to cover
the appalling practice of these groups.

By contrast revolutionaries have an oblig-
ation to be involved in all of the struggles of
the working class and to seek to lead, inspire
and train as the struggles develop.

This is a period in which the democratic
side of any democratic centralist dichotomy
must prevail. In essence, united actions will
come through consensus and not through
any centrally issued edict. Similarly the
authority to lead is not granted on the basis of
correctness nor long years of sacrifice and
dedication alone, but rather must be won
continuously at each opportunity.

The confidence of the class in its current
leadership is low but the mantle will not pass
to others simply because the current lot are
bankrupt and pathetic (as true as that is).

During the past period, Communist Inter-
vention has deliberately erred on the opport-
unist side of the Sec n Vs Opportunism

coin. Our decision to stand for election in the
State Public Services Federation was dictated
to us by the policy of leading trade union

dence that members had in our ability and
similarly the contempt with which they viewed
our predecessors.

Leading the union drained Cl of great energy
and our subsequent defeat at the hands of
‘|eft’ Laborites has caused significant problems
for us. We remain convinced that
were we correct to try and win but we
do the same again at the first
opportunity. (For a full discussion
lessons see the December issue of F
contact the editors of Socialist Alliance and
we will arrange for a copy to be sent t |

If Socialist Alliance is to succeed then it will
need great patience it will have to learn (o
deal with differences and respect the g
movement of the working class as the source
of any opportunity that exists

Differences can and should exist. They
should be able to be dealt with both sharply
and yet in a comradely fashion and should b
seen within the context of a shared perspec
for revolutionary socialism.




How can we characterise the state of
the labour movement in 1994 ?

To see the movemenl as only composed by
the organised sections of the trade union
movement would be profoundly mistaken, but
rather it is more relevant to see the labour
movement as encompassing people involved
in a diversity of ways and organisations in
resistance to and struggle against the injustice,
exploitation, oppression, alienation and hu-
miliation of capitalist society.

With over a million people unemployed
and as many excluded from the labour
process, with only 39% of the workforce
unionised and many people in part-time
and casual jobs, while the organised trade
union movement provides an important
arena for struggle, it canonly have relev-
ance if such struggles are linked to broader
involvements and issues.

What this entails is not enly working within
the existing structures but also working fo-
wards rebuilding unionism that is integrated
into and linked with the broader struggles
across the intemational labour and commu-
nity movements.

REBUILDING UNIONIS:
THE FIGHT FOR SOLIDARY & DEMOCRACY.

by Ken Howarq

why new unionism?

For many workers in 1994 their union is
seen as irrelevant. They rarely see an organ-
iser or other official, they leam more about
what is going on from the pages of the Herald
Sun then they do from the union, the avenues
for involvement let alone decision-making
have all but disappeared as amalgamated
unions assume monstrous proportions. This
slow death of unionism,has been brought
about by the ascendancy of the right over the
last ten years and the weakness, lack of will,
and complicity in the corporatist unionist plans
of the ACTU by the left or -’progressive” sec-
tions of the unicn movement

De!egate and other forms of members
meetings have all but disappeared, replaced
by union publications that are the slick prod-
ucts of professional public relations experts
to advertise the new consumerist products of
the new unionism. With all the changes
brought about this new bureaucracy,- union
amalgamations, award restructuring, struc-
tural eﬁiciepcies and now of course enter-
prise bargaining, the one consistent factor for
the vast majority of unionists has been that
they have been further and further excluded
from a sense of belonging that characterised
the unionism of earlier this century.

In many ways this has come about be-
cause of the retreat of political conscious-
ness within the union movement as unions
become less class organisations representing
the class interests of members but rather
under the leadership of the likes of Kelty of
tnh; ;\CS‘LU embrace the notion of being ‘parnt-

rvin ‘nati ;
ey g a ‘national’ (read employers )

With the onset of Enterprisa ini
bureaucratised decisiorr? mal?i?\rggaé?ltﬁzﬁ
leaderships has been further entrenched as
such ‘bargains’ are signed sealed and deliy-
ered without any input from members.

idarity & democracy

5 tasks that lie ahead are to rebuild that
se of belonging, to rebuild solidarity, dem-
aoy, commitment and involvement, both
in the organised union movement and
ongst those who have been alienated and

‘disaffected.As socialists we can and do put
Mforward solutions to the major problems con-

fronting the working class and the labour
Imovement. We do have the politics and abili-

\ies to project an alternative vision of a future.
A vision from which our diversity can grow

lour strength as we rebuild movement that

' recognises and respects differences of race,
" athnicity, gender and sexual preference.

It is this vision of a radically different future

" that can sustain the diversity of our activity in
* the opposition that we put forward to the

degeneration of our unions and the en-

B roachment of the new conservative realism
B that is growing within them like a cancer.

It is this vision that enables us to counter-
pose radical solutions 10 the major problems
of unemployment, discrimination, the growth
of the dual society and the growing impover-
ishment of working class people and the rise
of authoritarianism and restriction of demo-

~ cratic rights and freedoms

Rather then accepting as fait accomplithe
‘realities’ of Enterprise Bargaining, un- an_d
underemployment and the death of demaoc-
racy within our unions we must learn from our
past mistakes and critically evaluate our ex=
periences. ‘

We can counterpose in real and meaning-
ful ways alternative ways of organising ?nd
succeed, as has occurredin the past, in putting
socialist ideas into the union election arem?f,
without becoming consumed by rank and file
electoralism.

We can counterpos
without loss of pay as a

unemployment an
opposed to the
jobs levies as
ers.

& a shorter working week

the r \
}:ck of democracy within the unions.

solution to crippling
d under employment as
dead end proposals such as
put forward by the union lead-

And we can counterpose collective_acuons
sell outs of Enterprise Bargaining and

a new resurgence on the agenda

As has been shown internationally, condi-
tions exist for a new resurgence. In Asia with
the growth of new unicns that are both com-
munity and industry based, in Europe with the
massive strikes and actions against austerity
in the United States with events such as the
rank and file conference that attracted over
1100 participants, and in New Zealand with
the formation of the Alliance and new union
body the evidence is there that while consid-
erable disintegration has taken place, the
working class has not been defeated.

What is required is to build now on inter-
national solidarity strategies that broaden the
focus of workers organising around an alter-
native union culture.A culture that clearly po-
sitions solidarity and democracy as central to
the rebuilding of unionism in the 1990's.
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Workers®’ Parties
and Women

by Gaylene Seadon

If we are seriously talking about building a Socialist
Alﬁanoa.urabroadleﬁmovmmeensedmask“How do
we create an environment whereby women can fully par-
ticipate?”

Many of our experiences as women working in a broad
range of left groups have not at all been positive experi-
ences. We have had 1o continually fight against our double
oppression - and this has ofien led (o anger and frustraton
when the so-called “left men” are dominating discussion/
debate; often dismissing women's contributions and at imes
using sexist language - yet sprout out their socialist rhetoric.

We mnstremember it has been women who have had less
time and less access to resources. The sexual division of
labour is not limited to stricly economic tasks, like paid
work, but includes other forms of labour such as housework,
child-care and emotional labour in sexual relationships., It is
also important to understand that the sexual division of
labour has changed in content throughout history although
its form of male doml and female ination often
remains the same. It has been suggested that women's
oppression is a lefi-over from past times and will soon be
oummoded. But this ignores the specific reproduction of the
sexual division of 1abour in each historical period, and stops
us looking at the i for the mai of
WOmeEN's OPPTession in contemporary society.

As a woman involved on the left as well as being a
ﬂli?‘lbﬂ'. alarge percentage of my time has been taken up by
lpudmfpluym:mandrmilyr:spunsibﬂitiﬁ_ I's often been
impossible 10 sit uninterrupted and read writings on theo-
retical guestion, although I recognise more and more the
wu(m{mg process and that we all have a
respans:htl.‘my in taking on this work. However my historical
understanding may be limited, but I do consider myself a
ﬁsﬂnﬂ that my views, opinions and experiences are of

As women and rank-and-file members of our uni
unioi
have 100 often been icipating i:s ;:

1 recenily read an article in Rank And File News: Mo
Death in Brunswick - Victory in Education”, written by
Pauline Pope, whereby the two women she interviewed
made it very clear that it is largely women who have come
forward to lead activities in the struggle to defend state
education. When the network organised against the public
anction of a closed school site in West Brunswick, over 50
parents, teaches and smdents - the majority of whom were
women, urmed up to protest. They made so much noise that
they were able to force the auctioneers to adjourn to the
office of a small businessman (o try to finalise the auction
We can see this range of activity by women occurring
throughout the state, Women have been actively involved in
struggles thronghout history - yet they often go unnoticed

Several years ago, along with several friends I decided 1o
join the SWP. At this point in my life it was important to join
a large political party whereby I could develop politically
My commitment and enthusiasm made this decision *
easy one™. I thought that the work of the SWP showed that
they were serious about building a working class party and
had a strong commitment 10 expose capitalism and 1o edu-
cate 1o be able to ish joint work in all
Sectors OF sociery. | also believed that they were truly
democratic and that members were encouraged (o participate
in discussion and debate, and that as a parent I would be
fully supported in this process. At the time, several friends
K‘;"]gﬂd been in the party in the past cautioned me, stating
bex:t € party was dominated by & “small few" and they had
ﬁn;mm:w;“y seciarian and opportunist and that I would
bmmt-mc 1 was !m:;u‘-f for no l!;mger existed in the

structure & /
& mice 30 e fg?l‘gy“;fvever. I needed o

It didn't take long 1o see that the warni i

5 ‘amings by friends were

m‘fuﬂémafme]mgmdispminh{zlbom:‘ we

Whmbz won the right (o set up local branches
Y we became involved in local issues as well as

ar
leadership t_:fcmr unions. One only haspmpuek into Trades
Hall Cum::.lmeemg‘m see the limited numbers of female
faces. In terms of holding industrial muscle, it has been the
umnnswhnsemmbmmpmdommanﬂy men. Yet the
hymbuo(mnn in the paid workforce is increasing year
yeur'l‘heg;ulﬂdm of the union movement obviously
hdzuthxlhcmfzmgwummmmcwmﬁmmare
mmhymmnnl‘mmhismainiywmenwbum
covered by awards that offer liule in improvements of
ﬁmmd w::ﬂngmdiﬁom. ‘We are seeing the extrems
A embers in paying ‘
Mnml?phmmmsmwoldcrage—yelhis
‘women who either receive no superannuation, or very linle,
yuuhv:lmgaandamonznieﬂ:aringrurm '

e aged.
pl4 mm'nﬂmn}m

pchti(allypmmulinsmpmy The Ni
2 - orthern branch, which
1b 0, had ;

B . had around 10-12 panty members, many who

wel experienced A
e and commined party members. It

However, without B 7 il
wer dismaned by the Kadtomp s LS00, the branches

knew it all major work was g b LS SWP. Before we

1o realise that 1 was again spending more and it was these comrades who were forced out of party Iif
in fund-raising events Whilst I understand that  although a few remain
al that a political party of left group micd. (1] _r‘mst' Whilst T don't regret jolning the party, [ feel slightly
don't think t should dominate one s partCipalory .. in how | was used and conned into thinking the

T pomical forums seem 10 disappear and when they

{ace I, and many others, found it difficult to party would change my |

nd that it had me believir

i When one \Uuﬂu)u WS a ume that |TH'} truly yolutionary
o lack of child-care s‘.' ‘ LL L m[-‘ wu':i point in my life I will not join a pol al 7
[ EIVET e TEry b o L e S currently a member of Solidarity Tome th

‘members, Were fighting for the debate (o can

Tors but a group of committed Trotskyists who meel regularly
210re

and hold serious political debate over international and local
questions, For me Lhis 18 political development

B e 80 that all party members were well informed b
g their vote, In organising the next meeting, we raised
fight to have child-care provided so we could fully
ticipate. We were shot down by one of the leadership
o had sat in silence all afternoon, stating thal the party
had no responsibility in providing child-care; that we hu‘d w?
right 10 impose that on other socialists; we had made HT.
e cition o become parents, and we WEre IESpe nsible for

care of our children.

This brought shock-waves through the room. Th
' finally convinced me that the party leadership w : 1o
" interested in allowing democratic rights (o party mem :r
" What was also extremely disappointing was 1o find that
{hose comrades within the party who would spurt out 'J.blu‘
discontent of party lines in the pub C]\'-Ins\hmt
* remain in silence within the party sctng Howevi
Were party members who I did and still ({u hol
amount of respect for. It was these comrades wh
against the increasingly rigid um{
imposed on party members by LILI. A wie
were sincere and honest in their political contribution:

e Socialist Alliance also gives me
1o work with a wide range of comra
re and commitied to buildin
As a woman, I feel respected and that my ¢
s are listened to and of value

As the document Programmatic Manifesio of the Fourth

International (p13) Slates

L

ing
They
but
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Racent Attempts foforma

United Front

For the past few years many groups and individuals
have been talking of the need for unity in the face of
the increasing attacks on working people.

Yet whilst some progress has been made in reducing
sectarian divisions, we still have to make the final step in
creating a unified socialist alliance - unifing parties and
individuals across previous political divisions.

It s instructive to ook at some of the examples over the
past few years where it bas been possible to unify across
political divisions.

Defend the Unions Committee

One of the first examples was the formation of the
Defend the BLF Committee in the early 1980s, Itcame ata
time when both the Federal and State govemnments and the
bosses made joint attempts o smash the Victorian Builders
Labourers Federation (BLF). The supposed reason for these
attacks was the alleged corruption of the BLF, but the real
reason of course was the record of the BLF as a militant
union in defending its members’ inlerests,

The Commitiee united the leadership of the union with
many of those who had been eritics of some of the actions
and policies of the BLF leadership. Many on the Commit-
tee would have been critical of the Gallagher leadership’s
role in removing the Mundey leadership in New South
‘Wales in the 1970s for instance.

‘When the Comminee was formed, there was no need or

by Doug Jordan

desire 1o discuss these previous differences. No-one was
asked (o change their minds. It was past history and the real
issue was the defence of the union against the combined
government-boss offensive.

The Commiliee was active in supporting the BLF and its
members, Hundreds of leaflets were produced and distrib-
uted throughont the labour movement. It was important to
demonstrate that the BLF had wide support beyond its own
ranks. This was the most effective way of helping to defeat
these atacks.

On building sites, the Committee mobilised supporters
to demonstrate their support of the BLF. When the Labor
government sent the cops 1o raid the BLF offices an imme-
diate demonstration was organised. This on-going activity
over a number of years was unable 1o stop the attacks, but it
did help the BLF survive.

During this early period, the Committes evolved into the
Defend the Unions Committee. It acted as a support group
for workers in dispute. Over a number of years workers ina
series of disputes were helped. These included the nurses,
Williamstown dockyard, CSR workers and the Hoyis
‘workers.

Much of the Committee’s work centred around fund-
raising and publicity - often key poinis in winning disputes,
particularly when union leaderships were slow to respond
10 teh real needs of workers in struggle.

For these years, the DUC acted as a central support
centre for wnrkers.in dispute. Workers could come to the
Commitiee, explain their issues and get support. Many
‘workers were drawn inlo union and political activity for the
first time, and came inio contact with seasoned activists.

The DUC was able 1o establish working relationshi

i J tionships
with anumber of_\mmn leaderships, a.llhnuggb this di.ffcrzd
freom \mflon o umion and dispute (o dispute. It won wide

spect for its support of workers in dispute, without at-
tempting to impose conditions on this suppart.

A number of DUC activists were del
egates to Trades
Hii\n,l]mand I;vm able to raise disputes me;ﬁ: The support
)lid _by"li(:rfml‘:ers\plhe v‘vorkerx inthe 417 St Kilda
after the DUC had folded. R 40 s happencd

The key to the success of i
. : e DUC was its weekl;
Eﬂg! wh_m pohcyv-_udmrxmined_ The DUC's mcm):
; mdﬂﬂmm its policy, not a leadership that made
decis Ppassed them on, The organisation was open

10 all who agreed with s, : 4
spective of differences on puber sy O S

mime RJI;C&}-?: Succeeded by the Union Suppon Com-

IE (U3, the end the Commitiee folded simply

o Aﬂ:l:ﬂd' 100k hold and the number of disputes
eclined, the basis of its existence. disappeared.

he Fightback Movement

e Fightback movement was another attempt to unify
1t was an attempt (o gather all the forces who were

ed to the Accord and the attempt to shackle the union

gment.

1t had a number of positive and negative features

it that in
*s most positive feature was an understanding

to defeat the Accord we had lo unile all the forces
ed toit, irrespective of past differences or differences
om other questions.
" Animpressive conference was heldin ?_\Mmurn; which
: maﬂﬂiﬁy hundreds of left-wing activists. The Fightback
Conference showed that there was a common View of the
need to defeat the Accord.

ft was a start that could have led (0 the building of a
| Class-sruggle lefi-wing inthe labour movement o challenge
" the right-wing policies of the Labor leadership. This did not
happen!!

The Fightback movement remained under the control of
{he main left parties. There was no on-going organised
structure for other groups and individuals to discuss the
policy and actions of Fightback and to play a real role in it

At the conference, @ caucus was formed in order 10 put
different proposals (o the main Conference resolution. These
proposals were not accepted by the Conference however.

ame subject

Increasingly, the Fightback movement becar
1o the conflict berween the left parues and their differing
objectives.

g - was therefore virtually sull-born. Amnother
L it th the Fightback

majar factor underlying the problems i
mc;\vemcm was the retreat from strike acuon n?an}
unions. This retreat had an impact union-based

organisations

or

Lessons
What can we leam from these two examples?

1) Unity is possible and needed and can be achieved.

2) Any organisation that is formed must be rank-and-file
controlled.

3) What is required is an organisation based on activity, not
a discussion circle

4) An organisation must be based not on just one area of
struggle, but must take up all the political issues affecting

working people.

-p17
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Socialism today faces a crisis that cannot be reduced to
{he crisis of Stalinism. Economic stagnation, grinding pov-
enty i the underdeveloped nations and destruction of the
environment are the basic facts of life within capitalism.
Yet with all this the appeal of socialism has never been
lower, New movements for social change seem bent on
ignoring or belirtling the tradition of struggle created by
over a century of socialist activity.

1 is definitely time for a critical appraisal of the
7 of the socialist ‘This article
‘was wrilten as an anempt (o clarify my ideas but
it raises a lot more questions than it answers. I wrile as a
socialist of the generation that was drawn into political
activity through opposilion (o the war in Viemam. The
anti war my i honzons
and brought me into contact with socialists. At that ime [
became convinced of the correctness of the basic ideas of
Marxism, aconviction I retain to this day. Isee no solution
for the major social problems facing humanity without a
socialist revolution. By revolution I mean a process where
the mass of working people enter the political stage on a
imm{:: and establish their rule through democratic
" sweep away the capitalist state. And b
socialism T mean the use of that rule of the workers I:
replace private property and competition with social own-
ership and planned production 1o meet human needs. All
r.hgsmayhemm the obvious but I do not want to be
misondersiood as I make my criticisms of the socialist

be radicalisation of 1968-1980 has long sin
fl?bed. Among il'i high points were: ani: ‘6?.
“74, the massive union sun:i'l:e‘m:‘ml '69 R:mv'n;sution
ly '69 on
mUS hnp.auhsm in Viemam '75, the ommm'wr.:i
mmﬂghm 79, IPE Sandinista Revoluton '79 and
o mnﬁdumlm ¢ '80.The defeats and low points must
include: minmnwp;nﬂhd:.thehﬂmeurm
_Sllm_h wﬂ?,n!daslwmpoum own rule in the wake of

of counter

Marxist

tradition

by Tony Dewberry

lems of the labour movement as a whole, as modem econo-
mies move to new lechnologies and methods of work
Basic unionism has not been i in many of these
high tech or service sector jobs, The more sophisticated
international division of labour, made possible by advances
in transport and communication, has not been maiched by
the creation of intemational unions by the working class. A
weaker union movement has emboldened the boss class 0
attack gains established in previous struggles. The weak
response to these attacks creates a spiral of demoralisation.

ur p are by the app ly non so-
cialist aspirations of the masses of the former Soviet Bloc
as they destroy the bureaucratic tyrannies thatruled in the
name of socialism.

The Crisis of
Capitalism Remains

_ However the crisis of capitalism will not go away. The
m_alnh(y of the system to meet the most basic buman needs
will fresh mass radi ions. Without the hu-
manist, secular and intemationalist perspective of social-
mﬂm: may take on irrad nationalist
or re,lla:mus;loms. The choice remains that of socialism or
i 0 greal imagination is Y to envisage
d::'h;a;im. There is a whole sub genre of science ﬁcﬁgn
s 10 portraying the many a.md varied dystopias that
b .l:,remﬁl;?ld.mm}mcu here today. We already
il muﬂghmm:mdry where illiteracy is in-
o wrsld % ture debased I:'hmugh the cult of violence;
S m‘:-h“hn. g on the poisons created by the system;
R & imperialist centres while millions starve in
mea. m‘ra:::s tgfsd refugees and impoverished migrant
mmhlmsispubﬁl.lc d back and forth across the globe; while
E s publ opullluonlmdsﬂwexampleorahandﬁn]uf
€conomic miracles” like Korea and Taiwan, the gap be-

i the rise
in Iran, the isolation of the revol el

cessful invasion of Grenada, the slow s s,

i ., the slow strangulation of the

mmmmm of martial law in

The erisis of ‘socialism is not merely based on this ebb of
‘ary wave. The failure of the revolutionary left

y class

tween the i nations and the
i s ons world
m i from myﬁmﬁms the mh;ry of the
i; )'Wlhnhe ‘dudu n:_sses_ ol.'_ the South. To
Ha;;u“m&s;-::,n ‘lh:n cnm for the imagination is to
D tive way of life for’th
future, that will inspire and sustain stmggl);. 2 7

Theilhlﬂsln for a bewter world is of course far older than
el ml?ﬂhnkb:ym Spartacus and comes down
= nghhl_sufmmcmems for emancipation

ressed gh a variety of ideologies. Marx consid-

jt his contribution that be put that struggle on a scien-
: basis by identifying the modem industrial working
as the agent of revolutionary social change and by
ng the basic tendencies of capitalism that lead 10
e, crisis, and revolutionary confrontations. To the
that he succeeded in these tasks he ook the fight for
er world beyond the utopian yearnings of the past.
jut the struggle itself remains a subjective process; men
women must think, act and organise. They must be
ecmally convinced of the possibility of a better world.
that respect we are still in league with the ntopians and
struggle for socialism remains a battle of ideas.

'No Infallible Prophets

In that battle of ideas nobody is right all the tme;
spcialism has o infallible prophets. Several generations of
socialists have taken part in vigorous polemics around the

~ problems of building the movement. Defining the organi-

sational forms of the struggle remains the big question for
socialists,. We have proceeded as if these problems were
solved long ago and are codified in the Leninist theory of
the party. Butnow we should pause 1o think. 1f we were 50
right why did we not make lasting gains in the momentous
class struggles in the decade after 19687 Our goal in that
period was to build mass revolutionary parties and an
international. There is virtually nothing to show for twenty
years of work and many of the surviving groups have
adapted to a sectarian existence withoul ever EXZMINAE
how far short of their original goals they have fallen. As
materialists we should reconsider theory in the light of
practice. We must be prepared 10 critically examine the
whole Marxist tradition.

hat tradition is embodied in the experiences of

organisation and struggle and the theoretical de-

‘bates of the first three international arganisalions
of the working class and their constiment national parties.
This tradition was continued, in an enfeebled form, by the
post war Trotskyist movement and some of the various
splits from Stalinism and social democracy. An arbimary,
but significant, starting point point for modem socialism is
the publication of the Communist Manifesto in 1848; there
Marx predicted the international spread of the capitalist
system and the class struggle berween capital and organ-
ised labour. Given the undeveloped nature of _uipnz.h_sm
and its class structure at the time this was &0 impressive
insight Marx was not making Nosuadgmus_styls prophe-
cies but generalising from existing, if still minar, trends in
social development. Those generalisanons were the prod-
uct of a theory of historical development based on Marx's
philosophical studies and work. The Communist Manifesto
may have been written as the e of the most
revolutionary tendency in the re volutions of 1848 butitwas
a theorerical work.

Socialism and the
Labour Movement

From its inception socialism has nol been id:n!iw with
the labour movement. It is a school of thought, an 1dag}o§;

etyasa whole. The relationship between the philosophy of
Marxism and the political programme of socialism is far
from clear.
arx and Engels put the smdy of society on a
materialist basis and defined the parameters within
which socialist thought developed. They pointed
1o the necessary relationship berween economic activity
and social consciousness. In Capital and other economic
works Marx established the categories which socialist
analysis of the capitalist system utilises: the labour theory
of value, commodity fetishism, alienation,the tendency of
the rate of profit to decline, etc. Most importantly Marx
and Engels identified the social nanre of modemn produc-
tion and its contradiction with the private appropriation of
socially created wealth They saw that as the contradiction
which would lead capitalism to become a “fetter “ on
production and provoke the crisis that allowed the possibil-
ity of a revolutionary socialist resolution of that crisis. It
should go without saying that none of the theoretical con-
(ributions of Marx and Engels were mproblematical, all
contain ambiguities. and contradictions (both profound
dialectical and mundane logical contradictions).

f course the advantage of a materialist approach

to history did not put the socialist movement

itself above history; it was always under pressure
from the wider society around it. The need to defend the
most basic needs of the working class within the capitalist
system pushed the socialist parties towards reformism while
despair led to spontaneous revolts and anarchism. The
attempt 10 chart a course between these extremes was the
basis of the rich intellectnal Life of the socialist movement
as it engaged in the struggles that shaped the modern
world: the struggles o build unions, assure democratic
rights within the capitalist democracy, women's rights, the
struggle against militarism elc. All of those struggles have
had significance for the movement for socialism and all
have challenged existing theory and provoked polm?ical
debate within the movement. The tradition of struggle isan
essential legacy of the revolutionary movement; general
theoretical principles have emerged form that source which
we canpot abandon and remain socialist But, the whole
body of socialist history and socialist thonght must be
approached critically. As long as we see ourselves as part-
sans of one “revolutionary” and correct strand within that
movement we will never get out of our present impasse.
Most impartantly revolutionaries must move peyund see-
ing everything through the prism of the Russian Revolu-
ton.

he Russian Revolution remains the high point of

T the struggle for socialism becanse through it the
working class established, if only briefly, a state

structure based on its own organisations. We canleamalot
from that revolution but we have 0 establish our true
relationship 1o it It is an histonc event seven and a half
decades in the past and our links with it are very EDUous.
Our understanding of itis i
{hat was sectarian in the extreme and theoretically weak-
ened by its social marginalisal jon. The Russian Revelugon
is 5o distant from our own life experiences that we muost
a it with the intellectual rigour of an historian rather
than as mcpmisanufmztxﬁonvmhinmamolnﬁm
The revolutionary movement has codified and simplified
the “lessons” of the Russian revolution and the entire

cal tendency, rying o the ¢
working class movement with a scientific analysis of soc-
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Socialist Mythology

The problems of the Bolsheviks and their errors are not
lems to

situation:
“Men make hi . but not of their own free will.
_ The tradition of the dead generations weighs

likea niglnmaraomha minds of the [iving. And,
just when they to be engaged in the
revolutionary transformation of themselves and
their material surroundings, in the creation of
something which does not yet exist, precisely
in such epochs of revolutionary crisis they
timidly conjure up the &f' rits of the past to help
them; they borrow their names, slogans and

the main issue here but our glossing over those p
the extent that we create a mythology is. No doubtmost of
the Trotskyist yonpshdashnih‘mﬁmlmnfu’thair
internal education process and a similar range of impar-
tant texts, Part of our “education” was to uncritically
assimilate a world view and to take political positions on
ions. We were d to adopt these
positions on the basis of a core of writings and the say so of
the leaders of our organisations. How many times have we
heard or said something like, “he one party state only Dok
shape as the other parties one by one took up amms agamst
the soviet republic..”? I'know I used that explanation any
number of tmes but it is plainly untrue. The Mensheviks
did not, as a party, take up arms agamst the Bolshevik
g and the b jonalists, around
Martov, actually Red Army recruiting drives at
the height of the civil war. The final suppression of the
Mensheviks came al the end of the civil war, this at a time.
when Menshevik supportin the working class was growing
p of the iks had to entail il

of sections of the working class. Another point we gloss
over is the nature of repression used by the Bolsheviks,
Fromits inception the Cheka was anegation of the libertar-
ian image of workers' rule portrayed in Lenin's “State and
Revolution”. It was never accountable to the soviets and it
acted as jodge, jury and executioner. How could such an
not have to the passivity of the

masses on which the revolution foundered?

Forkistas galiers e
ahistorical. For example we wnmuym
= mek&OppomunnistasmkﬁsLBuuh:ﬁght
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Tmmky 0D important issues. It was prominent
oppositionists like Joffe and §; iet who the

soastostage the new world histori-
cal scene in this venerable disguise and bor-
rowed language. Luther put on the mask of the
apostle Paul; the Revolution of 1789-1814
draped itself atemately as the Roman republic
and the Roman empire; and the revolution of
1848 knew no better than to paredy at some
points 1789 and others the revolutionary tradi-
tions of 1793-5"

Organisation

That is what we do when we over-generalise from the
Russian Revolution; we borow the names, slogans and
of B ism. B the revolutionaries of
1848 ,who Marx criticised, and the highpoint of the French
Revolution stood 60 years. Between us and the Russian
Revolution stand 75 years, and what years they have been.
To just take isational forms as an ple; we do not
nnedl.._enmmmllus(hxuhepmblan for the revolutionary
party (indeed the labour movement a5 a whole) is to com-
bine democracy in debate with unity in action. Democratic
Centralism explains nothing it merely formulates the prob-
lem. The stru forms of it ism handed
down 1o us via the Comintemn seem never to have worked to
m—; Illi!e Tm:;flha i ies, or of
revolutionary groups that adapied them for
mmuwiltisandfammatmymdumfy;ﬁ
:;v;nbem far less democratic than the various institutions
mu_rgcms society around them. It was often easier to
mammmmmmawnm
groups, and in many instances you could get a fairer shake
in the local magistrates court than from a control commis-

ese Commumist Party 1o enter the Kuomintang 5
?mmmm&mnw&?dg
kmm'“‘“.““‘““’“‘m‘! being applicable (o the Chinese

Al I am trying to say here is that the reality
%MM‘WMMvMMemum
 forwvad by the revolutionary organisations. We canot
iass partics that force members 1o take political
e ions. Why is it correct

10 support the Left Opposition’s fight against b
mmuwm'wm?mm.mm‘, s 2

sion of
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r.q:ulofl:mty beyond the vagaries of Marx and
= M beyond lh_cAnll inclusive model of the Second
mau_mal.nmgr_lmachnimdlhauhepmisvolunm
wnnfﬁhﬁmﬂymm‘mﬁmm are imme-
mytamdwﬂnﬂmpmbhnoﬁlsmlaﬂouhi‘ ip with the
o as a whole. Except at the height of revolution or the
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lem in anew context. ‘The question will not be solved for us
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otionary movement. Consider this fa-
by Marx and its parallels with our own

How will a programme of struggle be formulated that
“will be relevant for the working class of the late twentieth
. century? Our first siep is a realistic appraisal of the era. To
" pseLenin’s definition of an “era of wars and revolutions” is
 nolonger sufficient. It leaves out the subjective element. A
| minority cannot introduce socialism and the mass of work-
" ing people at the moment do not aspire 1o it. The masses of
eastern Europe hate the very word, the North American
workers have not even established reformist workers par-
ties, Islam is resurgent in the Middle East and the tradi-
tional workers parties of western Europe are in crisis. On
top of this the Stalinist CPs of Asia continue to associate
socialism with the bureaucratic tyranny necessary (o main-
tenance of their rule. I see no reason for a more opimistic
solution 1o the crisis of Stalinism in China than in the
former Soviet Union. The process there may be more
drawn out if the government's plans for capitalist market
reforms without political liberalisation succeeds. Butif the
government is eventually overthrown by an enriched peas-
antry and the centrifugal forces created by the world mar-
ket, the resulis will be similar to the break up of the USSR

he point about the former Stalinist stales is that

1o matter how we categorise them (state capital-

ist, deformed workers state, ‘bureaucratic

collectivist, Asian mode of production, or what-
ever) we have to admit that the social crisis in those stales
has been resolved in favour of Western imperialism and
that these states will be reabsorbed imto the world markel
Wherever elections have been held in these sates the
masses have voted in their millions for bourgeois national-
ist parties promising the restoration of the marketand the
privatisation of the economy. Socialists are Dow as
marginalised in the East as in the West.

The New Situation

‘World politics have undergone a sea change which we
‘must take into account if we are 1 begin building again. No
doubt many will argue that this is a passing phase and that
the situation can change rapidly. I hope so butI doubt it
The revolutionary crises of this century and the next can
only be resolved by a conscious majority fighting for so-
cialism. presupposes a political mo and that
movement is not yet present. Omee again over generalising
from the Russian revolution can only be harmful. We do
not need to hear, yet again, that the Bolsheviks were a iny
handful in February and the government in October. That
argument leaves out the historical context (extreme social
hmakdownca.used'byth:wst.zmlalljnkshﬂwmﬂlc
Bolsheviks and the workers movement built up over many

years through trade union work, anti-pogrom ml?:agv‘:a

| boycolls, p
etc). This is also, unformnately, no time o hark back to
‘ 1968, The hopes for a socialist breakthrough of thal tme
f were based on the exisience of large combative layers of
: workers organised in the main by the Stalinist parties of

‘Western Europe.(in the French and Italian CPs, the under-
grwnd Spanish and Portuguese CPs and the clandestine
unions and workers commissions that they organised) If the
revolutionaries could have won them over al that time,
many things would have been possible but that chance has
long passed. Today those Stalinist parties are shadow of
their former selves as are the unions they led. 1 know many
socialists think that this can only be seen as a plus and that
the decks have been cleared of one of the main obstacles o
socialism. But the manner in which the Stalinists have been
removed is important. As with the Stalinist states these
parties are crumbling due to pressure from imperialism on
a a rotten structure. This is completely different to their
destruction by amass movement for socialism. The gap left
by the Euro-communists is being filled by bourgeois forces,
sometimes even fascist groups. As well the social demo-
cratic parties have retreated from even a verbal commit-
ment to socialism.

The Objective Needs
of the Masses

Soberly accepting this unfavourable mternational sita-

tion, our next step in the fight for socialism is 10 create a
political programme. But of course this is easier said than
done. Qur starting point must be the objective needs of the
masses but the articulation of those needs is a subjective
process. It requires thought, research and debate, not merely
an academic debate but one berween activists who are in
some kind of day to day contact with the struggles against
capitalism. For this kind of debate to become possible we
must 1ose our fears of a minimum programme. Socialists
must become activists in partial struggles because that is
where the people are who have a will to oppose the particu-
lar evils of capitalism_ Only people struggling against spe-
cific aspects of capitalist oppression will give a hearing toa
generalised criticism of it. The other reason that partial
struggles for immediate demands are important is that we
need some victories, even small ones, to create a climate
where the overthrow of capitalism is even an item of
discussion again.
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Ideological Struggle

- . - salicm i reducible to
As 1 said earlier the crisis of socialism is not reducl
the fll of te Stalinist sates. Along with victores in he
class struggle the boss class has scored victories in

Class Analysis

The socialist ideas we are trying to defend are the most
basic ones. For a start, class analysis itself must be de-
fended and not just against reacliqnanes. The admission
that lism is capable of creating many levels of op-

. = beight of the bour-
gt Srkecvepa Y ﬂ?nldnfmd italism ideologi-
geois thinkers began rallying e -

cally, in academia and in think tanks, right wing journals
eic. Those ideas mamﬁﬁmmw‘)‘;ﬂsg

ight” but evenmally they became the maims m -3
ﬂhl?pn‘hlic opinion. Now is the time fW;OFISlI!B_!D
begin a similar process. In the absence of socialist parties
we must devise suitable forums (0 begin a generalised
defence of socialist premises through concrete analysis of
the problems facing humanity. We must begin mlkmg. 0
each other across our differences, We have to re-estblish
Marxism as an outward looking philosophy that is critical
of all existing conditions (even the condition of oor own
‘movement). We must overcome our lack of resources for
research by a critical use of bourgeois sources, as Marx did.
He was quite prepared to use Parlismentary reports as
malerial for Capital We should be just as ready © use
reports of groups like the UN, government or academic
sources (o chart our course. For instance, if we wish to
argue agaimst ecologists who claim over population is a
major cause of the world's problems we should not tell
them one more time how Marx disproved Malthus in the
last century (soon the be the century before last). We must
20 10 relevant UN and scientific sources and debate hon-
estly. That is just an example. What I am trying to sayis that
We must stop using the records of our own movement as if
they were sacred texts. We are trying to understand, and
change, today's world.
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pmm—:; should not threaten us. Assa'u'x_zg the reality of
class exploitation should not lead to a de.ma] of the oppres-
sion of women for instance. But it is a fact that some
socialist groups do this. They reduce the Oppression of
women (o their oppression as workers and so implicitly
deny the oppression of non working class women (ie of
women as women). And this holds true for other non class
forms of oppression and exploitation. We will not win
people over to ideas of class struggle by denying non class
forms of oppression. It will take an intellectual engagement
with the contemporary reality (o prove that class remains a
valid category, that it provides a useful description of
reality. The specific forms of class exploitation in the
modem world must be understood and the idea of the
working class as an intemational class once again popular-
ised.

The World Today

Economic rationalism is at last meeting some criticism
within bourgeois public opinion, but our task is to bring the
whole capitalist system into question, not this or that man-
ner of administering it. At the moment that mMay Seem very
difficult. We are deep in a world recession, wilmessing an
awful war in the Balkans, with continuing possibility of a
renewal of the war against Iraq and yet politics continues to
move in the ruts of bourgeois “democracy”. Thatis how it
will remain until working people form movements and
organisations capable of taking the masses over the limits
of the acceptable.

We_ take from the socialist tradition an open ended
materialist criticism of all existing conditions. Marx-
1sm, unencumbered by sectarianism, is a much more
dynamic approach to reality than capitalist ideology.
Its true that the socialist movement has in the past
succumbed to crude reductionism and a clumsy deter-
minism but that is not its essence,

'IT..J'S bumg_mis thought that is by its nature deter-
minist, especially modern economics which gives all

ter how small our voice may be, we speak the truth
wher_l we point to class exploitation as the foundation
of :m System of violence and oppression and the truth
remains revolutionary,
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