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Capitalism remains the
barrier to feeding, clothing,
housing, educating and caring
for the world's people

by Bill Deller

Capitalists, politicians, media comn 5 are all talking about the recovery taking place in the economy.
Since 1989 and the collapse of the former Soviel Union there has been widespread glee at the prospects for
capitalism in the 1990s.

In fact, with a return to ‘free markel' economics in the the former Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and now in China,
Communism has been declared dead and the funeral held several times over. The selling of pieces of the Berlin Wall
perhaps symbolises the fantastic state of mind of the capitalist world

The stock markets have been celebrating, achieving new all time record i
correction (the euphemism used o describe the 1987 crash) are dismissed as an ov

Confidence in the share market has been dented in recent weeks s COITECHiONS 0CCUr NOL Y
there is increased Nervousness amongst brokers and players.

Governments are excited as growth rates crawl towards 4% and yet that growth rate is insufficient 0 make a dent in the
‘mass of unemployment experienced throughout the world.
In the England of 1640, capitlists, standing behind the bloody hand of Cromwell, made their revolution and in the
separated the Feudal King Charles's head from his shoulders and the globalisation of the world economy
commenced. 354 years later the prooess is still being completed and the great gains of the capitalist period are still being
enjoyed by only a handful of individuals.
According to Susan George, author and authority on debt, two thirds of the world's people are today excluded from the
pmoessuufmpiralim.Overunemj:dormcwmld’s,, ion are 50 IMJX hed ition and disease are

ghs for the indexes of shares. The fears of a
er-reaction on the part of cntics.
et of 1987 proportions, but

ever-present realities.
Tuberculosis, which was almost eradicated in the 1950s and 60s has re-emerged as a potent killer not just in the under-
ism the United States. Hundreds of thousands in New York and other

developed world but within the heartland of imperial
major US cities suffer from new strains of the disease because economic rationalist policies have led w cutting out the

preventative innoculation programmes of previous Wmes.
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almost no doubt that the US government
Hussein (o embark on the invasion of Kuwai,
| the invasion as an opportunity to coalesce the
and financial might behind its attemp 1o
kinto the Stone Age. The final act of the war
sal to allow fleeing Iragis o surrender, burying
alive in |_mnches being covered by giant earth
nent just as fammers often plough in rabhit

i mwns designed to strike terror into the hearts
*\mﬁlg_fh rebels around the world and a sanitised
of events was presented (o the world through a
o | 24-hour media coverage.
"lhew'irm!abladlheus 10 use up significant quantities of
a military eq ent, much of its its use-by date
and at rg‘mnmm added billions of dollars to US coffers
from Japan's financial contributions to the war effort
‘of Panama on the pretext of capiuring

ragua and the support given o the contra rebels 10
I-ihﬁ?maqnmpmmumbulaﬁewofmeempks
Iptto 15€ Opp of the system

e E the period of its involvement in the Viemam war,
the US government spent more than enough money 10
: mn_ﬁnnl.hngpml,mﬂ:vuyuhapub]icwlding
the entire world - and lost the war against a people who
d nothing lefi to lose!
Defence expenditure continues (o eat up vast sums of
‘money, often around 10 % of budget outlays, and if convened
1o more sensibl within the could belp to
- much of the worlds suffering.

In Australia, in 1990

2.9;3‘,’2?10 p:fut:ple were living
] y after pa

housing costs. e

the to-_cnl!ed Iucky country, in 1990
D people were living in poverty after paying bousing
 Almost 50% of one-parent families were lLiving in
1in 4 renters under 24 years of age were living in

levels of being worked
mmﬂ'ﬂeqﬁutm:mm)m
‘ hmmmmmamnr
cs in March. Average hours of work are now 41.9
ban

i on overtime called by the ACTU would have a

Already practical experience in WA ;
shows that it works.
 The Electrical Trades Union has had a ban on overtime in

the construction irbdllslr:l( §inﬂe‘1989 and they have recorded  divided and in many places completely isolated from the

an additi 270 in employ as aresult.

1f we take a crude conversion of hours worked by
Australian workers and reduce them to 38, 35 or 32 then
some interesting figures emerge:

A 38 hour week would create 500,000 jobs.

A 35 hour week would create 1,100,(HH) jobs.

A 32 hour week would create 1.900,(HH) jobs.

1.9 million jobs, without considering the multiplier effect
of creating those jobs, the income (o be spent and the taxes
eamed by govemment

Given that the real levels of unemployment is about 2
million, then the possible creation of 1.9 million jobs makes
the current discussion around unemployment a farce.

There is no doubt that the preceding conversions are
crude, but they demonsirate the point effectively - that
unemployment is only a problem because the capitalist
system makes it one. 1.9 million jobs without any public
works programmes or job creation schemes!

movement of the working class.

African National Congress

The African National Congress continoes its move to the
right 1o placate the interests of imperialism and looks to
Australia for how 10 develop an Accord with the trade
unions and the working class so as not to threaten the
existing capitalist amrangements Loo much.

The pressure that will emerge after the election will
warrant close attention as the built-up levels of expectations
of the masses come into conflict with the pro-capitalist
‘responsible’ policies of the ANC government.

Brazil, Philippines, ...

the introduction of free 24-
hour child-care, with 1.5
million kids under 12 are in
child care ... at a ratio of 1
minder per 5 kids, 262,000
jobs would be created

Similarly in Brazil, a coalition of left parties in 1be
Workers Party (PT) seem likely 10 be elected in October.
How they balance between the interests of their millions of
suworl:tsandm:mueﬁmpeﬁaﬁsmwiu have o be
followed closely.

An historic split within the Philippines Communist Party
hasopenedupadiscussimwimmwmu'm}cs that again
has great promise for the development of a betuer
of the way forward.

If we take but one example of the implementation ofa
progressive social : the in! ion of free 24-hour
child-care. Then again, the effecton employment is samning.

1.5 million kids under 12 are in child care of some sort.
Suppose we create child-care facilities and employ stff for
a further 1,310,000 kids in closed schools and new facilities,
creating employment in construction, teaching and welfare
fields.

At aratio of 1 minder per 5 kids, 262,000 jobs would be
created, without taking into account the indirect jobs in

ion, councils, and i N ion required
(o support such a programme.

Ome final ‘if: if we were to collect the corporate profits
ﬁvmlhemplﬂﬂmnpmiﬁinmsmnm“wmm
have hundreds of billions of dollars available 1o creats jobs,
to improve health or education services o restore the

i or a range of desirabl

Capitalism remains the barrier w feeding, clothing,
bousing, educating and caring for the world's pecple, and at
precisely the time when socialism is so desperately required

the 'stocks’ of socialists have rarely been lower.

Socialism has become a dirty word, "wied and failed”.
Reformists the world over are indistinguishable from right-
prevail. The left, and particularly the revolutionary left, is

There are a pumber of fascinating attempts at coalitions
of working class and progressive parties throaghout the
world and one in New Zealand that shows significant

ise. Al the recent election, they captured 18.3% of the
vote and had elected two parliamentanians.

TheAlliance at the next election under a multi-member
pmpomdwmbnsymww!d.mmﬁguﬂ.
beasipiﬁmmrmwilhlnlhcmﬁmmt.asmeymalm
moment in the Auckland region.

The continued existence of a range of sects on the left, all
of whom "own" the correct line, needs o be understood
wiminmmumulmnﬂtwhhmwhirhmeym.m
isolaliun&omlhewmkingdasswﬂlmﬁnutwhih they
pulm:mmo(mdrmmiumuhémemimmmul
the working class.

Msnonnn‘ny:u-gmisaﬁmmmymdnmy
mtmnchmamshipuru:mnﬁm.mdm
chimsringbol!winm:mdmlofday

The task is as Socialist Alliance is allempung to do. o
opmnpdiwusswuuﬁmmnzmwemmmwayso(
working together, 0 welcome difference as a means of
cmﬁmhmyfmmmwmednmm
wimmcwuﬁngcms.nisismnamumofatew
omusbgamhunrpaﬁ:mdaywdaymseﬂmgm
advmihe;uuuledlhtwuﬁngchs.whﬂcmm
struggle takes place.



mpiuhsm. it seems basic to emphasise that our
is dominated by the morality of the ruling class. |

each day of our lives, despite the fact that, as Trotsky E
said in Their morals and ours “a revolutionary Mam:l
m begin 1o approach his historical mission without 1
havl_ng ‘broken morally from bourgeois public opinion and
its agencies in the proletanal’”.
Insaying this however, I don'treally believe that Trotsky
‘meant that we should be “ideologically correct” in all aspects.
of life. After all, Lenin made the unforgettable statement
that having sex with ‘promiscuous’ women was like drink-
ing out of a dirty glass. Trotsky, also, did not like swearmg,
yetﬂu.g.inmqw_n.ﬂnb:nuufui weapon. Who can
: de@n_m‘lewhansndanlugim]lyemectexeeptassome form
of individual morality, especially when within individuals
there can be conflicting class values. Saying, as some do
that all revolutionaries should be vegetarians, for example,
is not to be confused with what Trotsky meant. These kind
of stalements verge on moralism, not proletarian morality
Nemmmﬂswhinhmpt to divide the
working class are those which must be rejected.

As Trotsky says in Their Morals and Ours: “Only that
which prepares the complete and final o of impe-
mmummmgek&“ewﬂamuf
the revolution - that is the supreme law™

It is idealist 1o project upon the working class, values
Mnﬁ_yu::llbu.ng‘ﬂislm.whilcth:dasssﬁn]jves
mﬁmﬁ'mm“m' on the utopian view that
! viduals change, then society eventually will. What

mu_lm_llylr_lnhm?mblggquﬁﬁonm philosophy is the
quﬁhm.whd:mfml.mqwity(mdmmmta] con-
: Structs) or the material surroundings? More precisely, is our
| morality the product of our class divided society or is class

society the result of our ideas/values and moral stances?
. Christians clearly believe the 1ast option. That is why sin
.;nmm@mmmmmewmunyhve
a_mmmummkuﬁmm“umm:
material world. The utopian socialists are of the same

Should we become non-racist? Obviously yes, or we
retard the struggle of the working class. But to state the
obvious, being determines consciousness, and not the other
way around. As revolutionaries we must always propagan-
dise and agitate against racism, but the workers who feel
their jobs are at risk because of immigration, need 10 expe-
rience that migrants are not what has made them insecure in
their jobs, but capitalism. Lynn Beaton's book on the min-
ers' strike in England, Shifting Horizons shows how con-
sciousness changed for both men and women as a result of
the struggle and the support they got from many sections of
the oppressed. I doubt if the miners would hold now the
same bourgeois prejudices they once had.

Once changed, (oo, it is difficult 1o go backwards. Simi-
larly, in the Richmond Secondary College struggle, many
people changed, including radicals. We may not agree with
every decision made bt it had an effect on many people’s
consciousnesses, whether they were directly involved or
not. Working people certainly learnt that the state was not
pevtral, Similarly, in the Brunswick anti-fascist rally in
Miarch, everyone there and media listeners and viewers saw
the police p ing the Nazis. ly, I hear that the
young people thought it wrong that during the Richmond
S.C. struggle, protesters went 1o Macdonald's. Well, what
elseisopen late and is cheap? Of course if we had choices of
better foods and non-exploitative, non-capitalist enlerprises
10 go 1o we would, but we don't

I want to address another confused idea of when the
is the political when it is applied 10 social class
status. 1t seems to be moralistic (o judge a revolutionary's
credentials according to what class they may have been born
into, It seems that those who were bom into the working
class and always have had (o struggle, somebow have more
credibility than others who may have been born into the
uppemlassarthcmiddleclass (aterm much misused, which
I won't go into now). Both Lenin and Trotsky were bomn
intoa highly educated layer of the middle class, but do we
doubt, even if we don't agree with their ideas, that they
spent their lives devoted to the bringing to power of the
tarial, suffering along the way exile, jail inside and
outside of Russia, in this fight? No. It is the class that one
identifies with that matters, the work thal is done by revolu-
tionaries in the working class that is important. If the personal
illhepoﬁﬁalmmmmnsm:mm privileged of us
cannot ipso facto be revolutionaries, the sm_agsle will never
bring in possible dedicated people. Also, it supposes that
mnsciuumssdmpneedch:ing.mlsxidhﬁm. con-
sciousness can and does change. As Engels again said the
only thing that is absolute is change.

Anmhumuralmnneedsm“mgulmmfnmmm,
Some revolutionaries believe that the only ‘real’ workers
mum:inheﬁvyindunrymlb:pohlu[pwdm.
Maoists, particularly seem (o bold this view. But most
industrial capitalist countries nOw have snua_l:l_h:avy in-
ﬂmmwmmuhmmmmummandmmmma

Womﬂlmah:np:lsgepmolm&mdnsmjeu}s
noﬂ.onlywukainhmmmmmulymlyoumkmm
hcawmmmy.w:mnmuuirwcimewmu
workers as throughout history they bave almost invanably
been&emwmamnnmcﬁmumumum.Wem
malﬂ:lmill*eilwndymlyonwnrkuslnhcavymu-
w.mmmusmdumumm

ignores its allies, What is moralistic about it too is that

i ies can often be ised and judged accord-
ing to what work they do, [t remains a Marxist definition of
ithe working class that those who work for a wage are
workers, Of course those in high wage brackets may be
more easily co-opted by bourgeois ideology, but we must
not discount them. The pilots did atiempt to defy the Accord
after all.

1 would like (o quote once again from Trotsky. When
Trotsky was exiled by Stalin from Russia be was first
welcomed by the Social Democrats in Norway. This did not
last long as Stalin threatened wrade with the shipowners and
fish merchants of Norway. Martin Tranmael, the leader of
the govemment was “not only an authority in the moral
sphere but openly a righteous person: be (did) not drink, he
(did) not smoke, (did) not indulge in meat and in winter
bathed in an ice-hole. This did not hinder him, after be had
amested us upon the order of the GPU, from inviling 2
Norwegian agent of the GPU, one Jacob Fries - a bourgeois
without honour or conscience - to calumniate me”, 1 think
{his demonstrates the possible idealist basis of the virtuosity
of some of us on the left and makes it imperative 1 avoid
using the slogan “the personal is the political” in moralistic
and hypocritical ways.

Morality can never be separated from material circum-
stance. Only mass action on a political level change
Ihese conditions. 2000 years of Christianity has shown that
personal behaviour by itself can not nor is it intended 0
change anything. We cannot be mentally socialist in a
capitalist world.

In using this slogan it is important 1 see it as a tactical
one 10 be used only to unite the warkin; g class, not to divide
iL

socialist alliance . | Al 194-p.7



Miany women's liberation groups armed with self-help
aimed to live the ideal of future relations today.
whal like the utopia of having socialism in a capitalist

It took the form of experiments with communes,
cafes, bookshops, publishing, women's centres and 50 on.

As a general strategy it had many problems, because the
means became an end in itself. The earlier more radical
d ionising the world was replaced
by a cultural feminism and changing oneself as the aim.
Rather like religious beliefs that if you become a betier
 person, the world will be a better place.

Some women in England are now asking the question
, ‘has the movement for the liberation of women now really
become a movement of liberated women? (Women in
Movemens' Sheila Rowbotham) We can see how many
feminists nowadays are contentto move up the career ladder
and as like Anne Germaine Greer,
 Joan Kimer and Jeanine Haines, believe they are making
changes and providing mf}'l;mm&ls for women. We don’t

wuch | gender based feminists about
- Thar's areal shift from the sof E

The r ; hﬁ;gyo;li:y f speaking for all

‘whose imlerests were being represented in these
Blacks, the indigenous, migrants, lesbians, heteros?

Anglo women,

al the question of equality, one certainl
iy wtm-_uhmm-\mh.isnm:;

! nin a 1993 the Viciorian Women's
editorial appears nol 1o have taken
s are nol always simply gender

men speaking on behall of all women
s conflicts of power among women them-
» ethnicity or class. However, debates
L . lesbianism and disability
s movement. y one of the positive

Likewise the question of internal democracy in meetings
which attempted to allow all women to speak, as opposed to
the stifling and formal meeting procedures

How we relate, live and love, dress and how language
was used was all part of the democratic debate. However
self-right and ilarian attitudes also developed
alongside and it had the effect of ignonng real inequalities.
The of orj tend to conceal the
hidden forms of power that the more educated, articulate
women have.

Can being personally aware of incqualities alone change
the real world? This is the snag for most of us who want [0
bring about the distribution of wealth and resources.

The limitation of personal awareness alone in changing
real society was made clear when a group of 40 wamen met
in Victoriain 1988 in an all day ‘racism awareness workshop®
and drew the conclusion - that they ‘needed to face the fact
many feminists were racist and also there was much to learn
if they wanted 1o be politically active and personally con-
scious about our responsibilities owards the Aboriginal
people in parti T

The women’s movement, and other left or 5
evironmentalists and so on, began politicising ‘the personal’
and personal issues into politics. ‘The slogan “the personal is
political was coined by the American new left

The idea arose because there was no political definition
for some of the problems people faced. In the women's
movement it dealt with issues like inequality in sexual
relations, the body, abortion and women's lack of control
over fertility.

One of the main differences among feminists was the
explosive issue of sexual practises, behaviour and attitude.
The most zealous considered relations with men meant
sleeping with the enemy.

Like religious or other sectarians claiming the high moral
ground disapproval was rife of anyone deviating from the
‘line’. ie dressing down, not shaving ones body, not wearing
make-up or flirting. What was expressed was the fear that
physical desire is opposed to women's freedom. The wom-
en’s movement has made important break-throughs for
Jesbianism, but couldn't and still can’t come Lo 1erms with
helerosexual passion. It poses the question ‘do women have
mﬁghilommehmdzsmsmdpassionswdu
women need to be protected from themselves?"

Another effect of focussing mainly on ‘the personal’ for
some women who could not resolve the conflicts that arose
around the areas of desire, sexual love and fantasy was (o
head to the psychologist or go into spirituality. You can
hardly negotiate these complex issues like a wages contract.
This is where the strain between personal liberation and
social liberation shows.

At about the same time a Royal Commission Report was
made public which showed how a community of 500 Abo-
rigines living in Toomelah, NSW could only get water two
times a day for 15 minutes, and the most appalling housing
conditions existed, where a three bed-room house contained
30 people, the average houses had 12 0 20 people living in
them.

The l&aofmeWMBmﬁﬁmleummdmm

WOmen's alone. En believe if we
aumdedmdncisiunmndebikes,we‘dmak:ap;ma]
contribution to stop pollut: i Some women

in umions make decisions based on gender and often in their
own personal interests.

At a time when millions are starving around the world,
vegetarians who feel srongly about the rights of animals
have graffitied walls with the slogan ‘meat is murder’

Does it mean then that we should ditch everything from
the ideas that came from the personal is political ?

No. Many important insights i inequalities have been
made and are valpable in understanding the society we live
ip. It'simportant to critically analyse the women's movement
historically and continue to do s0. It's 25-30 years ago since
the ‘second wave' of women's liberation began. there’s a
whole new generation out there who were not partof it, even
if they take the gains made by the women's movement for
granted. We should not shy away from questioning aspecls
that are held dear to many, the women' s movement is not a
sacred cow any more than are marxist and other left parties.
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re - the

-1 acy

a su]rieuypempwr.semauve democracy as opposed (o the

: : i thi Iy wide ranging forms

P what is to replace it embodies a living and concreie  of direct L wideranging

‘ ptualisation of soclall ist y hat is far superior s e

E 1o the ravages of capitalism and bureaucracy. . The cmo:xlall lgf the dictatorship of the proletariat which
" g A UMM ATISES, £se points, is a basic part of Marxis

g ow of socralist y must of the state, of the proletarian mvu‘lm.isnm andoflkpmp!sslm

! Counterposed to this record (he working class and op-
i will not mobilise to change society unless the vision

. world a1 a crossroads and the choice 3 not only beb;s:d upon l.hcltlassuus of historical experience  towards building a classl = di
barbarism being posed in ever sla:k.e,nl Di; E but alsa the collective experience of the working class and  ship * has & c(%nacm: smﬁsnsjﬁzlmﬁem m
drmu[;umﬁve future and to fight for it is ~ oppressed in struggle today. ism for the di v il
Central to vision is the question of socialis g bourgeois class and the exercise of state power by
3“:0: mmm with expanded hﬂm.f Re orm or working class, amechanism (o prevent :ny re-establishs ym“:n
are democracy from the ar- . of bourgenis state power or of privale property in the means
4 and degenerated worker states but a RE’U (0] lu tion of production, and thus any re-introduction of the exploita-
tion of wage eamners by capilalists.

ak from the norms of capitalism and bu-
levels of existence. The dictatorship of the proletariat in its complete form,

Fundamentally the difference between reformists and
workers democracy, means the exercise of state power by

" cenmists on the one hand and revolutionary Marxsis regard-

For in the sis th i
T it oo | g he conquest of site power, e need for a socalist democracally lected soviets, workers councils. The logi-
resol wﬁtismmminamsm 2 \ revolution, the nane of the proletanian siaie and the mean, o1 conusion flowing from s i that workers demOCTacy
manner, inguflheuu. of the p can be ised muslbesupcdormmmge(ﬂsdcmmmc:f,nmmlyinﬁl:
as: mnomicandsodalspm-mhasm:nghuowm'k.a

secure existence, free education, health-care eic, but also
becauxuhmeasesm:dgmmah:ﬂghumjwadbymc
workmandalllaymorwﬂ:rsinm:poliﬁt:]andsoml
spheres.

Multi-party
Pluralism

b a) The recognition by revolutionary Marxists of the class
by nature of all states and of the siate apparaws as an
: instrument of maintaining class rule.

The illusion propagated by reformists that democracy or
democratic state institutions stand above classes and the
class struggle and the rejection of that illusion by
revolutionary Marxists.

]

- o | i
mw‘ wul‘l;lﬂmunhst federation I o) The recognition by revolutionary Mansts that the staie
nﬂlﬂ,. km mlaltty of socialist E instimtions of even the most democTatic bourgeois sAIEs To grant a single party of s0 called mass organisation
DE—J— % of:uw L y change. 3 servzwuphnldmcpowerandmleoflhemplmhslclass :anu—oﬂe@bymatsinglcpaﬂyammopolyofmmme
m'“’isnmjmt a:ﬂwﬂﬂs we hold of | and therefore cannot be instruments with which w0 or bl isms would in fact re-
an abstract academic exercise i nvem:uw‘ham:leandmns{upowﬂﬁmnmeupi:aus: strict and not extend the democratic rights of the proletarial
compared 10 joyed under i y. Itis

class 10 the working class.

on the day after the greal day, but rather
crucial that the rights mrm'mvn:desuoumfmo[

10 the very real world of practical politics |

e 7
:i‘
< -
of socialist democracy must be clear
i
3 9

The recognition by revolutionary Marxists that the
destruction of the bourgeois state apparatus is in the first
place the destruction of its military / police repressive

as a necessary prerequisite for he conquestof
political power by the waorking class.

The recognilion by revolutionary Marxists of the
necessity for the development of the consciousness and
MAss isation of the working class in order 10 GarTy
through the expropriation of the bourgeoisie and
consolidate the dictatorship of the proletaniat
The necessary conclusion drawn by revolutionary
Marxists as a consequence: that the working class by
jtself can exercise Stale power directly only within the
stale institutions of a ype different from
those of the bourgeois state, State institutions ansing out
and democratically elected and cenmalised workers
councils (soviets) with the fundamental characIEristics
outlined by Lenin in State and Revolution - the election
ies, judges. ders of the workers
or workers and peasant militias, and all delegates
the twilers in state instituuons: rotation of
elected officials: restriction of their income to that of
skilled workers ; the right 10 recall them at all times;
exercise of legislative and ive power
institutions; drastic of the number
of permanent functionaries and greater and greater
transfer of administrative funcuons 10 bodies run by the
‘mass of the concemed toilers themselves. In other wonds

by soviet typx

organisation with dissenting views, the right to strike, the
right and access (0 ©0 ication etc are far qualitatvely
and quantitatively superior O the democratic rights under
capimlndanymmpnofsuchkstdgmmyiswbe
relevanLPolllienlfmcdmmdﬂrmﬂis(dmﬂuawalso
imphmﬁ:u:domol isation and action for indep
women's liberation. national liberation and social move-
mummmmmmgcmmmmuﬁcm
of the word.

In the building of

classless society, the participation of
millions of people not only in a more or less passive way
through their vuwsbolalsninthcxmajmmismﬁmd
various levels cannot be reduced 1o a workerist concepl of
considering only workers at the point of i in the
facloﬁsassuch.'i'hemvieuoawhich
mepnmnﬁalwﬂlhmdmnmmlymmwymndk

Rank and File News

a forum for workers to raise industrial
issues and solidarise with the struggles
of other workers

news, lenters, notices welcome

PO Box 103, W Brunswick 3055
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including the freedom (o criticise the
ve Dppasition parties and an opposition
10 pvercame the propagators of

s will be incommensurably more dif-

ye Origins of Bourgeois Democracy

by Tony Dewberry

rers Df  Capitalist ideologues tell us that with the collapse ofthe It was once b i i i
Ll . . et Bloc all hopes for a socialist transformation of soci-  bourgeoisie zlh;omw':\‘:?m atlxkis‘i::ﬂ:"mmd u::
ucra tisation re finished and thal we have reached the end of history - unfashionable: e revolutionary origins of modem forms of
_-mgwuchimdevwmof'hhml y'. Every- g are not hing that the capitalists of our day
danger of burcaucratisation is not inherent i pays lip service 10 the value of rep:gscnmﬁvs care to dwell on. The tendency nowadaysrismd.anymmss
o ts roots lic in (he existence of the 3 z0t with personal l_lbnty anq human rights. De-  nature of these revolts and especially (o denigrate the term
si organ of power, in the living and 1 is such apm!rerful icon that it seems a 1{1!10 blas- ‘bourgeois revolution”. This is done by emphasising the
professional jus to point 10 its class as do s nature of many of the social forces imvolved.

0
n we describe me present political system as one of And smdy of these events does show that many non-bour-
argecis or _capilah,st democracy. Surely, if we vote our geois forces played important roles. If there is a comman
ts in and out of office, then society is governed  pattern (o these revolutions, it is that a wide coalition of
ﬂ:epeopleasawholeandnnlanyancdass? cocial forces moved against the old order and ihai this
Marxists, however, have always argued that systems of zﬁ‘“’“:;i“?“" mn':{ its more conservative components

! have a class basis, even those wilh electoral wamu:mm _mg:mmemwmmes.h
representative institutions. The simplest example is ancient | “h mas “z surprise that one of the first groups 1o
Athens which was governed democratically but where the lzze mm"’a SCDm v.mh_ e ofd ahice
vote was limited to the minority of male cilizens, leaving rleal_ly thy element of the capitalist dmicw‘wm
BELW 7 slaves ol fnr:lgners What was a ¥ l:l:: U.LIEI]iS. i ch:m%hzc Cﬂlﬂlﬁl wars in that not
for the rulers was a dictatorsbip for the ruled. Our sitation Feapiatt by DRty

Jaimed that these revolutions were

is of course more Complex, our sySIem has a very wide But Marxists never ¢!
capitalists, merely that the revolu-

£ of the working class and in the effects of
labour in the workers movement. Trade
ions are no less exposed to this danger
way to control and progressively
jon is through a consistent

1 d by
all levels of all organisations, tmnz
gender and cultural inequalities in their
the lessons of historical experience.
ne with education and a collective
awareness and participation, a grow-
ity of members without which

ins largely fictitious, and assimi-

f historical experience, notably in the  voting franchise and basic buman rights are guaranteed in  willed or planned by the
n iﬂm for workers democTacy. " most capitalist constiuons. So, why ‘bourgeois’ democracy, tionary crisis was created by the objective development of
the class limitations of a system capitalist relations. As the British marxist historian

y 2 i why do socialists insist on
K, mmmm@s e that claims to draw the whole population into the politice] G ctopher Hill aid, when writing of the English Revola-
soviets in ~ process ? tion of the 1640s:
“The English Revolution, like all revolntions, was caused

- The first sense in which this system 18 bourgeois is
historical. Modern nation states and their representative by the breakdown of the old society; it was brought about
'insﬁmﬁmﬁmbeganmrakesmpemthmongprmssur neim:rbyuhuﬁsh:sofmehourgwisie.mrbymetmdm
war and revolution that began around the seventeenth cen-  of the Long Parliament. But its oufcome was the establish-
hwmdooinddadwhh:heﬁscof:hecapitalmcmsauhe m:n;;r m;.mmm bl famem Sloee r.h:sf
ite i ~ dominant economic class. This period of revolutionary €n- capitalism ose which prevailed be! .. hi
.qmnght LB e pamcd the sis was the culmination of an ep\d:n Tonger process of e outcome, and the Revolution itself, were made possible by
. i ghout the  the fact that there had already been considerable develop-
of political life in the land as a whole, ' industry and agriculwre of the feudal order, with the spread  ment of capitalist relations in England, but that it was the
" of a money economy in place of the 0 called tatural  structures, fractures and pressures of the society rather than
i Lhcwisheso[lmdﬂs‘whi:hsha;ﬁdlbcmewhiGhmqad

also become more crippled. Without
I‘Ws!l!l;d e otte ; from it ... The tcome of the Revolution was somelhing
ol ife di i 4 i 1 G oul e
'Wamﬂm&uw Uﬂﬂﬂfeﬂlhﬁmamiﬁwmsmcmymrncuymml’"' which none of the activists had willed”.
it st the atve clex i g md:hewulmprodnoedbythapnssm'y;goodsm;m- bt
e ‘M\vﬁ:mocnbyfmcrmmm:pasanwandmepmcw Hmzmmmmhﬂpammmmmolrs.nmmmmoe
i uxfmmormecmmmmlehdpn.shadmempimhm

facy is pot something thatonly belongs in ‘was ummediated throngh any market transaction involving . :
g ul b w.(’[he‘nawaleeonumy‘ nevuappcaradmmralm hmhermanmeywnshedwgn.mew_asarﬂn;magams!
come as a sort of Christmas present for " ibe peasants, who rebelled against it whencver Ihey could).  the most radical measures of the revolution and victory weat
A pure form of this kind of fcudalism may never have (o the capitalist class. Struggles which b_eganasaﬁ_ghtuy

existed; trade and money always played some kind ofrolein  the whole people against feudal oppressicn ended with the
on even in the s0 “Dark Ages'. However, this rule of the capml\_slc]ass;feudgl uplwal._wqwmplamd

Tole was for many hundreds of years very weak in Europe.  bY mpiwl:mplmmmn- Inthe ag:tmﬁ thatemerged
Vi based on v property qualifica-

gradually increased s0 did the i SIEHILSEE oy ¥ a

involved in trade and skalled i 17 o
e forerunners of e modem This :sswsshownvﬁydwlymntmushcm
under from the ‘New World'  War. “The most revolutionary group. &ELr,_ve].I:rs. put for-
Wmuﬂdmeﬁmmm wa:dwhﬂmiorghnhm.avmndacaldmmm‘:
mmmisdmwasmmlymidnd:muiremmnc program. In their manifesto ‘The Agwﬂlofmbl’eupk
challenged the existing political arrangements. A they called for the vote for all beads of households (reveal-
heaval began, which included the  1n2 Iy the gender on mgummpmr

i il emancipation), a militia 0 replace the standing army. a0

nual parliaments (with a ban on siting in (wo consscubive
parhiaments), 3 taxation system based on personal wealth,
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mmmwmmmm have succeeded and yet Ireton’s fear that private properry
mdmmMWlﬂmM the mlqummwdbsr{ﬂlbunbomwt In fact not only
sholition of all privilege. mgmmmslumvedbmlhcshmor wealth going
(] ly constant oves
et e e B o o o
gt it i by fialy & foe g public sector wealth built up over
:@nm;ndmmnﬁmmmumm i
mercies of a comnter revolution, the army rebelled. They Universal suffrage has not allowed the aboliti 3
e et delsgnies (called agitators) and con- vale property by (he propertyless mass bec: e
mmymﬂmmmwﬁmumnhm ped mby lise every Peﬁgeﬁ::;f
parliament i commanding officers oragamstthem'.  within the system. ‘The most important of the 5
Leaders such as Oliver Cromwell had o acquiesce in the  ments were the formation of a standing army, ﬁmﬁ;
revolt nﬂimqmﬂdmh@nkmmm!ebelﬁm administrative bureaucracy and a judiciary an':l body of L
_pmm;mpzmmmmwmy.mmm all dedicated 10 the preservation of private property. ma;
Leveller Colon demand elements ise the modern capitali i
of the common forasayi e = SIAIE, and much
peil _m say in their government: grealer powers are concentrated in that suwmm‘ﬁc
realy] thik thal the poorestbe tha s inEngland batha ey | we elect. G come and go, but the
state with its structares of power stands as a pe;-mangm

lifetolive, : Sir, [ thinkit's o The
s 10l a2 ent ought jguardian of the dominance of the capitalist class. So, whil
”l;mm- i (e le_ lm"&r ovemmi . 50, while
= oy n g it g the ﬁmdiisr, wcnds far beyond the capitalist class this

L P bownd s becanse one cannot move be:
:;;nqimnmu govemnment that he bath not had a voice mmm?myugl:ls;mslﬂm. In this sense m;vamgzﬂnv:
e, TANEFes® descril its of democracy. Withi
I Timits of b ! y. Within the
S e e T

e L bl e

. abreathandbeing... . LS e limitations of capilali Hali

il w .. Why may not those men vote ﬁgll_lmmt.Wes_uklopushdmmtic;amcfilccbe ond
testroy """_ il pﬂmmy el_ecmns into every facet of daily life ind:j‘din

i o activity, Genuis d ic social control ugr

 In Ireton’s question was the idea that haunted the capi ;
ist class for tbe next three mmm:; A economic ife i the basis of socialism.
10 exclude ﬁm&?hmﬂ'm““m

i DOtSct poivate properys

was the rule
Tule of capital R
proery s of ymal cranen, fars e

capitalism. Its whole basis is by
Labour :’;ﬂ:ﬂ‘e withont mﬂ?&mﬁm“m““m
il e ity o vk Beaeath o bumn, he
e mwmm.hmmmm
mpﬂv:ﬁﬁngwm’“?mabwtinm .
S R Trial

T e
mipmimineeeme |28 June 1994

speech. siry, were

Do | Melbourne

a democratic republic for nearly one Auerica was :
s mi et | Magistrates Court

pl6 socialist alliance | 4 1954

Report from John Tully

" Nineyears ago this week (16/3/94) Britain's miners  effective in the 1974 sirike
retuned to work after a strike which had lasted a year
d a day. Miners in many pits went back behind their Thatcher also banked- correctly it tumed out- on the
union banners to {he strains of their colliery bands. But cowardice of the official leadership of the TUC and the
they had forced no concessions from the government Labour Party. She foresaw that these useless articles
“and the retum to work was a disaster for the miners would not dare 1o go against Tory legisiation which
'and the labour movement as a whole. forebade solidartty action.
Theslﬁkewascaﬂedlofighlpilclnsuresamj s A backward section of miners on the Nottingham-
dancies. Ahur Scargill, the milftant president T coalfield refused ta sirike and scabbed through-
National Union of Mineworkers, the NUM, claimed that out the dispute, setting up a yallow union with dov-
Unless the miners stood firm, their indusiry would be emment support. Yet, despite it all, the NUM almost
| decimated. Scargill has been proved right a thousand wonwhen NACDHS, e e of colliery foreman
limes over. Today, the industry is 2 ghost of what i voted B3 % in favour a’ strike action. This would have
was. Before the strike there were over 10,000 mine- closed eventhe scab pits. Thalcher liedtothe foremen,
workers in some 170 pils. Today a mere 11,000 work promising that their jobs and pits were secu_reand lh_ey
2117 and the vultures of privalisation are circling the backed away from industrial action, & decision which
rich pickings of the remaining super pis. they bitterly regret today.
“ . In the end, abandonned by the TUC, the miners
carrylng coal to were starved back 1o work. Seven hundred miners
were blacklisted and never went back down the mines
N | 1] Pits were closed in their scores. The workings filled
ewcast e with water. The surface works were blown up. The pit
villages died. For the majorty of miners the closures
“Garrying coal to Newcastle” is a byword in the have meant unemployment for life. Others work in
English language for 2 useless activity. Yet today unskilled jobs for a fraction of their former eamings.
there are no more working collienies on the Northum-  Last year in South Wales the rate of fatal accidents in

berland and Durham coalfield. Even the worldfamous mines rose by 250% as 8 result of “deregulation” of
Durham Miners’ Gala, a festival of working m to the bad old days

class soli- safety and privatisation: a reful
darity since the 1880s, will probably cease after this Even the scabs of the

which preceded nationalisation.
year. yellow union have not been spared.
i (14
The scale of the disaster almos! beggars belief th
Although the Tery government prattles on about “com- e. e ne m
petition” and “market forces” as reasons forthe closures, th n ”
the facls speak otherwise Quite simply, the industry uv‘ I

has been shattared because of the class hatred of
Margaret Thatcher and her successors. The Tories But the government has not been idle. New pawer

have long memories. They know that in 1974 a na- stations have been opened, fuelled either by gas or
tional strike of miners resulted in significant gains for  yranium Both options are more expensive than coal-

the NUM, and led to the downfall of the Tory governmen!  fired plants; natural gas stocks will last nowhere near
aslong as the country's coal reserves; and the privately-

of Edward Heath.

Thatcher was delermined 1o crush what she de- owned nuclear powst industry has ""ce;ved ITIOnF; t:.'m
scribed as "the enemy within', that is the NUM, the one billion pounds in subsidies. These facts unger me.

= 3 .~ thefactthat thedecision toclose the pits was political;

comerstone of the British labour movement. After in f class hatred and reven & overriding even the
stalling the ruthless lan MacGregor as chairman ofthe @nactolcass ‘:" Al 9
National Coal Board, she deliberately provoked the profit motive in the industry
national strike of 1984-85. The details of the Tory There will be some rewards for the would-be
blueprint for victory existed before {he walkoffin March  coalowners however. lan MacGregor. who was
‘g4 Vast amounts of coal had been stockpiled at Thatcher's hatchel persen in the National Coal Board
power stalions; supplies of foreign coal had been lined during the strike, now has a new job. He is acting fora
up; and the police and army were on alert lo spring into  private, largely US-owned consortium which hopes 10
action to smash the mass pickets which had beenso snap up the remaining pits at Kknockdown prices.

socialist alliance . | Al 194-p.17
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by Micheal Heaney

The Irish Republican Army's 72 hour
«ceasefire which concluded on midnight 8 April was a
breakthrough in the Irish peace process.

‘Contrary 1o the public announcements of the Irish
wmnwﬂlnmmwem" _m:!_.d
‘:?WMWJ.MMMMMT

the last four months of British and Irish government

leased on 25 last year. This Agreemen|
the WO Nﬁfﬁ parties mAlhe Six Counties (Nonhle?-f:
md[g]ms‘m‘_j), i Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)
i mmd_ !'nr the first time the whole of the
manma]m_ community in the North over the issue of peace
reunification of the country.

mAymlslfmfhwill: and enthusiastic response

: basnot, i.e., atangible sign of 10

‘When logking at the process for i il
I peacein Ireland,
hmmmmm Street Dmlmi:mmng
released in response to the Hume/Adams Agreement that

0 Ireland. The Irish Peace Initiad
mw:f:h was formed as a result of the Hnme.fAdamI’su:agI:;::
l..ﬂllghl both the Inish and British governments off

Inresponse, the two governments stitched up a document

Behind the Green
The month of February saw a .

% ‘marked rise i
e s e
GRS s ol o political party in Ireland has to

S Dy clanos Wt Siin Fein has recently
oSl s, S i bt
death squads thrse tines i the space of oyeras.
during February. days

fastenedtoa branch with Brit

Witne il British Army issue
1 sses reporied seeing a Brifi .

-m::qumm; S e
n the 12th February, 11 am on ;

% ' b
the facade of he buiding was camones

 casualties. Following the UDA

W"‘; , was arrested

10 approach his

e Connolly House ‘::g

Curtain

fired, then a pause fos
R B e e 75T o o, then a bigger

‘I ran towards the buildi
o a ilding, but everythi
pe is;ﬂ q\:::y:;:iml glz:a the sham?:glrlliglish;;
anybody hit' Atfirst there was mmr:p;hx?;mﬁre
\ e,

aman, answered. i
the workers, He said there were two sho, two of

“The thi
undit:t::: r::‘n hw;wm shot wounded in the |
meplonlh;aan'lda ﬂndn‘tsesrr_nahnwhewasa
Wiong with him, He ran 1o e oo, obing wa
g e ran 1o the fellow who was "
b e e
see the colour i i

inpery draining from him, "

were on th

 know how | i
am still alive. | was right at the

shooting started and
el Iha_umehpa I had
: With @ bullet. It just missed me.

ing of the third attack on Cannolly
Eipe) "'Wa aheavier than usual
w-inl':u patrols were being
tich-are the Lenadoon and
. are adjoining suburbs to

the Downing Street Declaration. The Declara-
nothing new. It recommends no change to the
ot of Ireland Act which is at the heart of 1
. The Act enshrines the Loyalist
the Six Counties. As long as the majority of the
b to stay in Britain, the British stay.
d by massive discrimi ion in
emment services and employment against the

st peaple, as well as blatant gerrymandering.

ume/Adams Agreement advocates a vole on
across the whole 32 Counties of Lreland, but
ing Street Declaration does allow for the first time,
y for Sinn Fein o join the “Forum For Peace
iliation”, the official body for the peace talks, if

armed struggle. The first step being

the British Govemment when Germy
s, on behalf of the Republican movemen, States their

ire (o “take the gun out of Insh politics forever”". What

Major wants is a total capitulation by the LR.A.

own, where Connally House is situated.

the same month members of the moderate Na-
list Social Democratic and Labour Party came
der attack from Loyalist death squads. The son of
SDLP election candidate was shot and wounded on
11th February. While another SOLP member nar-
missed a bomb attack in South Antrim on the
following day.

~ The Culturlann, 2 community and cultural centre on
 Belfast's Falls Road was hit by a Loyalist bomb attack
‘on the 8th February. The Guhurlann provides accom-
‘lmda‘lion for two Irish language schools, as wellas a
' calé, ant gallery, production rooms, a recording studio.
" a theatre, together with the office of the West Beffast
Festival Committee.
" The bomb exploded outside the building while 33
. people representing youth. community and disabled
groups were meeting inside to discuss plans for this
year's West Belfast Festival. Slight damage was done
to a parked car and a nearby house lost it's windows
when the bomb went off.

The Festival meeting had bee
the local press. The Loyalist murder gang - the Ulster
Freedom Fighters - claimed responsibility for te attack.
In their statement 1o the press. the UFF said that they
had planted the bomb 12 targel Republicans attending
a meeting to prepare for the annual Provo Week.

Festival organiser, Deidre McManus responded:

“The West Beffast Festival is a registered chanlty

n well advertised in

f Major's intransigent position of “no talks with terrorists”
is laughable when his government has conducted numerous
secTet with the Rep during 1993,

The effect of the 72-hour ceasefire is thal it has thrown
PIESSUIE (0 COMPromise for peace back on (o the signaloriees
of the Declaration. Already division between the two gov-
EMunents are starting 1o appear

Shortly after the IRA announced its plans for a cease
»\Jber_t Reynolds described it as "a sn-plall w:prm the rl::gl
direction” Major's response was to call it a “cynical exercise”
But achieving peace in Ireland might be the only issue that
saves the Major Government. Already facing a leadership
challenge and a potential disaster al the next elections,
Major will have 1o look beyond the Unionist bloc in West-
minster if he wished to save his political skin

Amnesty Interna-
tional Report on
Political Killings

The release of two reports in February on the role of
the British security forces in the Six Counties, is a
timely reminder of what is realfty for a great majority in
the North of Ireland today. It also shows the one-
sidedness of Britain’s demand for a 3-month LR.A
ceasefire.

In a special report entitled “Political Killings in North-
em Ireland”, Amnesty International highlights its inves-
tigation into the allegations of a British “shoot-to-kill"
policy in the Six Counties. While focussing on the
gmmngevdenceo!collusocn petween the British forces
and Loyalist death squads.

In both instances, Amnesty International remains
unconvinced by British government statements that
such a policy does or did not exist because such
statements are not supported by evidence of an official
British will to investigate fully and impartially each
incident. Nor has the British government shown any
interest to introduce relevant legisiation in line with
international standards, or even to make the facts
publicly known or bring perpetrators to justice.

On this last point, Amnesty International presenls
figures to show the political bias of the British security
forces and judicial system. Between 1969 and Novem-
ber 1993, around 350 people have been acknowl-
edged as having been killed by the British Army. About
hall of the victims were unarmed, most were Nation-
alists, and the vast majority were killed in disputed
circumstances

Yet, as Amnesty points out, despite this, between
1969 and 1991 only 21 members of the British forces
were prosecuted for killings using firearms while on
duty in the Six Counties. 18 were found not quilty, ene

was convicled of manslaughterand givena
one was convicted of murder. but al-

with people from many different areas of the ity 1aking sentence, only

part in organising i"t. The ‘meeting continued despite | though given a ife sentence, he was released after

the bomb atiack. servingonly two years and threa f ths and reinstated
in the British Army!
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Under the Strain

Below ““&T«?fm ing Under the Strai’, -;dmﬂmhmvg‘nhﬁw i non-government human
; ‘agencies in the Inner Melbourne Region, prepared by mpsey for the Human Services M
-{ﬂ'ﬂmmmwwm LT s ke

Mhﬂiﬂﬁ.m.m'mdmm in one place have an impact across a ran
ions ook &t the way © ge of areas
ﬂg.immwmlpmd. and how the State Govenment's emphasis on the level of public debt has led
memh!rmmin into & Irenzy of cos! cutting and ‘bef tightening.
| agencies interviewed said demand for their services was up, due 1o the recessicn and to cuts and changes to
ather services, but for all, funding levels were down. Many senvices felt they had been cut without Iugic,g:nen
mmummﬂmwlhnm»mmm Yet at the same time as being cut, they were expected to
0 r some, more insidious than direct funding cuts were atiacks on their service philosophy by funding
departments deman ding changes 1o the way they do their work or the groups they deal with. Preventalive and
mm_ ,pmymrs are just not a priority these days.
With introduction of nw_'fngl: regions, .11 D?-ya‘:rmufhi:;mﬂ amongst services in the inner suburbs
: ping : intheir local communities has been lost in the proces:
mpuv;‘gnne up, schools have closed, services are cutling back and the atmosphere of rmaimeand de;
wmm mmdadw s&rﬁhwﬁmlmufbwmm families in the inner suburbs. The language of the
:mn ms wﬂ?‘“ﬂg; 28 e public to curb spending, tighten their belts, reduce overheads and
climate of cutbacks has left in the i i
mmwhmmm.rm»mﬂmmm’wm long term impact of all the cuts and
:nws“ihhm be high, rm, but in the long term the costs to the whole
closure of Ardoch secondary school is an
example - :
‘government cuts to services. The closure of Ardoch has :.ﬁ fr::n:hing snclperhaps arilipated resitsio
Ieavers with itle prospeet of work. young people on the dole, more early school
G may appear lo save the
the costis very high. School closures an money now, bt they have an impact i
: igh. d State G on the communty, and
b tule o ovemment cutbacks have the effect of tentacles, w“r:irt:g out

 Ardoch’s closure has meant publi )

s public complaints to local

at about gangs of youth causing troul

mnh‘mmmmm‘
ATYIng o connect it ex-students with
protect the younger ones (under 16

Rural Connections

Flinders Street which
less Pprovides assistance to i
Mmm:nmmmml lnwﬂ::mgcn;:mm

Praliran Mission relies heavil

Mikion o pve 1o i o o e L7028 fx Prarzn
 Bul rural parishes have !

Tecession. themselves suffered

: m'::nwusmvgommmmn::

rail services have an
ﬂym. nmu-,m’“"‘m

Changes and cuts (o services
have far reaching effects ; in one community can als
i mmmmlmim.lnfo-lklih(:

workers can't help

mmmmh y on ihe generosity of

Hrom All Sides

0 Womens Group is a small neighbourhood
g a number of recreational, educational and
dgvglnpﬂwnlﬂcﬁ\’iﬁcs for the local community.
; from both State and Federal Goy-
’ nsv;-inmpmyamsand it works in co-operation
‘Jocal groups to provide its services.
hard hit by government changes and suffered
Josses due to cuts and changes in other services.
i worker previously funded by the State
ent. It lost 52,500 for jonal programs be-
‘Education (part of the Stae Education Minis-
the climate was right o redistribute its funds ©
It lost $4,800 for literacy programs because the
wealth now distributes this money through DEET
of Employment, Fducation and Training) who
ger and more established groups o operate literacy

easy 10 quantify are the losses due (o other organi-
ghtening their belts because of their own culs
ngion Womens Group used to work co-operatively
h the local Community Health Service, bul these days
help costs money.

Ihe Community Health Service used to provide a leader
the ‘walking group’, they used to ‘loan’ their Turkish
Asian worker to help out with the womens groups, their
could be borrowed for outings - now it costs 30 cents
Kilometer and 10 use their photocopying machine is 20
per page.

Community

Local govemment amalgamalions have taken their tll
* on Kensington Womens Group 100. The Group used (0 be
part of the City of Melbourne, but now Kensington is
Qivided and the Womens Group falls into the newly ex-
panded City of Essendon: It s three doors down from the
new boundary and although it is 0OW technically in
Essendon, 90% of its high rise estale participants live in
Melboume.

The City of Melbourne took advantage of this change

and although §11,000 was promised by Council for 1994,

half the money was sent and Kensington Womens
Group was told o ask Essendon Council for the rest!

But as Carolyn Fuller from Kensington Womens Group
says, “We know this presents a dilemma for Essendon
Council as most of our participants Live id Melbourne.

Similarly, Share Care used 10 work in Collingwood.
Richmond and Fitzroy and was partly funded by these local
Councils sall provide
funds now that Share Care has (o cover all of the Northerm

eager 10 prove its efficiency Lo the St Government, bas
cut 8% of its budget for community groups and has agreed
to fund Share Care for one year only.

Everywhere boundaries are changing and i
lost and broken, Many agencies teghl gi m—:';;:nﬁrihﬁ
rangements between services split because of boundary
changes or stricter policy guidelines. Many tell of prcvf-
ously good relationships with officials from funding de-
partments now in ruins because of the changes

The pace at which cuts and changes were introduced has
left most groups reeling and they report that workers in the
bureaucracy themselves can't keep pace; many have laken
retrenchment packages or been promoted ot shifted o work
in new areas, With the amalgamation of the Health and
Community Services Departments, “the ground rules keep
changing”" for noD-government groups.

The Climate Has
Changed

The State Government and its emphasis on the level of
public debt has led Government Departments and olher
agencies into a frenzy of cost culting and ‘belt tightening’.
It seems a new climate of toughness has emerged which
worries human service agencies in (he inner urban areas.

Frank Giggins from Prahran Mission says, “A utility
[Gas or SEC] debt could be negotiated Last year, 0w there
is an unwillingness to consider people’s hardship. Tightening
of operating procedures at the SEC has an impact on
people’s lives”

asking for food vouchers Jim has been doing this work
reliably for three years and has declared it 1o both the State
Housing Deparument and Social Security. Now, Jim says
for some reason, the Housing Deparmment is classifying his
work as a home business and is (hreatening 1o evict him if
he COnnUES. Jimdoe.sn'lundasmndwhy.aherm years
his work is now a problem © the Housing Department.

Al the same tme Jim s3ys. the Housing Department has
cul down on its MAIRLENAnce program and it is alLZlDSI
impossible (o getrepairs done on the high rise estates. ‘Tust
when the buildings are getting 00 old 1o stay up anymore,
that's when you can't gelany maintenance”’.

Integration, a Right
or a Privilege?

These experniences are repeated in most human service
isability Resources Centre fPRC] reports
that its rel e :
months. Disabled people are complaining that they aren’l
(reated fairly anymore by services and agencies thatused Lo
handle their needs without difficulty.

Services provided by local govemment are 4 prime
example. Home help is becoming difficult to access and in
measc.mclwﬂCommily Health Service agreed 10
provide exlra assislance for a disabled person, but was then.
iself, mzlgammdu\dd:cmodwmst. As workers from

sﬂHMmIMm-p.ZI
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Apartheid ends - a new Chapter opens

from an article in Militant Inrernational Review by Peter Taaffe,

following a visit to South Africa

The three the of Mandela
have been used 1o condition the population to accept that
there is ‘no alternative” to the path mapped out by Mandela
and De Klerk. iations and elections have been pic-
tred by the right wing of the ANC as an “easier road 10
liberation’. De Klerk and the National Party, in the sunny
‘optimism which radiated from South Africa in the immediate
Mﬂlwmh'uﬂmc,mn\imedmmm;m
the ceding of partial political power o the African majority
was the only aliernative 10 a bloody racial civil war and
‘countless victims on both sides.

At the same time, state and Inkhata terror has besn
ulglﬁtadﬂnmg@wmispcdndsammofdiﬁdingm
Africans and forcing grealer and greater concessions from
the ANC leadership. The violence has exceeded that which
resulted from the strugele against apartheid. Since 1990,
e
‘Buthelezi's Inkhata impis. R e

But to little avail The whip of =

there to kill but you're there (o bring unity (o people. We
just want to fight against the criminals and their methods,
‘which is & product of the apartheid regime.

“[ll give you one indication of what a disciplined de-
fence force can achieve. It ook place on what we in
Aleundmml.l Black :Ih:sday. We fought Inkhata for 12
hours at night on this date. The police did absolutcly
nothing but all along were identifying themselves with the
Inkhgﬂwxlm’s.jn the previous period we had been
burying comrades time and again because the police backed
np_mddeﬁendudlnkhsm ‘We were slaughtered time and
mm.bmuthcanesdaywesjdmhaﬂhad enough of

“When the Inkhata warlords came on that da;
ready for them in a much more disciplined wa; ;:nw;ﬁ;
ﬁfm@nmlhﬂeemm ‘We had not been out in
i to train. We were prepared to fight because we had
mm:n many ?mnﬂd&_n\nyway, on this day Inkhata war-

came with the police and a crowd of 200-300 which

‘merely provoked a massive reaction N
gle 1o the end. ug-
b oy o nuuaied by bl gl
eB R imminent power of the African work-
s, o msance, ollovig i Soipacn s

the assassination of Chris Hani. Remorseless mass
pressurc and a spontaneous arming of a section of the
Jorkers and the youth have compelled Inktaz 1o g0 nio
mml:shmemdmnmmmmm
T e L e o
ilaem:::zfm; :::""m“". urg and the Transvaal.
mﬁuﬁnumwirm‘_m“m“ﬁmﬁwmmm

There is no doubt that Inhkata and the

our area. We had no chance to escape or to fls
ianywhere. We had about 500 living in that section, inclu:e-
';egmnmnywmn and children, which was surrounded by
e forces, They attacked at 7:30pm in the evening.
y mnder m:hm.mbexnne.pmpleshuuldnmmﬁ
e::]ur u‘:vrh:ismebwwaymnmmmse]mandshot
dnn'{;un: ":ljmmded g ‘everybody should lie down,
hmbmae i5 2 hail of bullets and anybody
“We fought the enemy almost
the whole ni
st e night and the
ool L TS
J Inkhata retreated. We maintained
Mmlmnuiminmm'?e v

do not get the z
TR Up 10 the elections, will continue with the;

i with their
tactics. But this will merely serve 1o b o mnrd;.ug

“the police
retreated, leaving
the warlords to
flghf alone"

Such incidents could
pa In::e ted in practically every
”N“JIINM_‘N Tra T,

consequence of this is thal the

Tepresentation

hm‘“"'“mLTumcmm
umile Botha, in the capitalist Businocs
wmuwaulﬂtnv:mpmmmm

.4 a substantial minority”. [17 Nov 1993]
the constimtion has been so framed as 1o
tial number of councils in the hands of

onal Party was forced

months De Klerk had been boasting that it
two-thirds or even 75% agreement within a
for decisions to g0 throngh. Twelve months
arrangement would probably have been ac-
ANC leadership. But under mass pressure,
“been compelled to harden their demands. An
has now been reached which in theory concedes
Jlé" within the cabinet. Decisions will e adopted
sic of a clear majorily.

. ANC leadership
ncreasingly

" The only reason that there will not be untrammelled
fl is that the ANC leadershi|

in advance of

elections, and imespective of any maj rity that they
receive, have agreed to enter a five-year power-

government. They have accepled that every party
hich receives 5% of the vole can have 2 cabinet minister.
This has been done to allegedly keep the civil senvice and
¥ tops ‘onside’. They have even hinted at an ‘amnesty
for the anmy tops and secret inte Digence units which organ-
ised the murder and assassinations of liberation leaders.
The demand for the release of all political prisoners
 receives powerful political support from the African work-
ers. But the heroic fighters, such as Philemon Mauku and
those who still languish in Leeuwkoop prison, cannot be
put on the same planc as the murderers of Chris Hani,
Darby-Lewis and co., or the hired assassins of the apartheid
regime. Whois and whois nota polilical prisoner should be
determined by a commission orgamsed \hrough the trade
union movement, with represeniatves of all layers of the
population. o
B ing to enter a coalition, and remaining within
the ;afe:oﬂuc of capitalism, the ANC Jeadership is in-
creasingly seen as the bourgeois
They have systematically jetison
features of the ANC's aims and programim
Freedom Charter, which summed up
South African masses for a new sociely. s
David Beresford, writing in The Guardian commented “a
survey of business leaders in South Africa published yes-
terday showed that 68% wanled Nelson Mandela to be the
country's next president. 32% backed ihe present FW De
Klerk and none supported Chief Buthelezi. The ci}ll:[ was
described by 36% as ‘power hungry and irrational’."
Commenting on this survey, Business Day staied: “This
does not mean business has been converted 1 the ANC/

SACP alliance - far from it. They favour him (Mandela)
because his Flcclmn would be their own best interesis
There were limes when it was expedient (0 kowtow ti John
Vorster and PW Botha, becanse they seemed (o offer the
best chance of a stable business environment”

Explaining why they have switched borses, Business Day
goes on: “While busmess and a workers party like ANC
may seem natural adversaries, they have wisely sought an
understanding with each other ... The ANC no longer
preaches nationalisation and retribution, and accepts the
basic tenets of free markel economics ... business accepts
that black majority rule is inevitable and that anew govern-
ment will have the best chance of producing a stable coun-
try if the most popular black leader, Nelson Mandela, is in
charge. Businessmen may nol like his policies and they
may nol vote for him, but they realise he is the leader
capable of establishing an environment in which they can
get on with what they do best: producing the wealth on
which the country depends”

YeL despite the colossal authority of Mandelaand all the
best efforts of the bourgeois wing of the ANC, they may not
be able to apply the brake on the mass movement for very
long. Apartheid has bequeathed a disaster (0 new gOVEm-
ment, visible even (o the most superficial commentator

The author spoke in Alexandra township to Anna, a
domestic worker who works for 12 hours a day looking
after elderly whits in the white suburb of Houghton o
minutes away. However, this area might as well be 0n 3
different planet, with mile upon ‘mile of the most splendid
housing; mansions literally within walking distance of the
horrors of Alexandra.

There are up to two million domestic workers in South
Africa. There is 50% unemployment and seven million
workers living in shacks. Education for African and Cn!—
oured children bas virually broken down These condi-
tions have fuclled the revolutionary fervour of the South

_Inthe 1980s, alongside of the series of
peneral strikes, the near-insurrectionary mood of the OwD-
thips, and Ibe seli-amming of at least & section of e
workers and youth, we saw also the creation of the mighty
Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATLD. ...

revolution has not
peen ‘aborted’,
diverted into ‘safe
channels’, but is
oing through a
democratic phase.

This revolution has not been “aborted’. diverted into
+safe channels’, butis presently going through a demecraic
phase. Such periods, when there is a lull or the mm_am'm
appears Lo bave receded, is an mavoidable phase in any
revolution. ..
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There is another crucial factor ... The situation in South
muMhmmﬁﬂmwmfm
60 ...,mmasmllu'pwalemmms_m_lhe

workers 0 what they will pereeive as ‘their’ gov-
3?::[. But once it dawns on them that only the slightest
dent will be made in the massive problems of the African
ips, an inevitable outburst of anger and indignation

world scale. On the contrary, the capil
mum;:nm back the reforms granted in the
post-1945 period. ... Given the colossally aroused expecta-
tions of the masses, some reforms will have (o be intro-
duced in an attempt to mollify the masses. Action will have
10 be taken in the field of hoosing, in education, and above
all as far as jobs are concerned.

i place. Even before an ANC-dominated govern-
ﬂm come (o power there are rumblings of discontent
amongst the youth and a critical attitude Inwams‘lhe ANC
leadership among significant layers of the worigng class,
They are already suspicious of the bourgeois wing of the
ANC, which more and more distances itself from the work-
ing class basis of ils organisation. ...

Action will have to
be taken in

housing, education,
and above all jobs.

Even joumals such as Business Day have advocated a
ining i A

for ‘
recent report by the Macro-Economic Research Group
(MERG) Ve Cah itjéctions intn educatk
and training, job creation, housing and health”. It also
Mmmmmdmwﬁmummymm
‘benefit of female members of landless households i rural
areas, the acquisition of white farmland saddled by
unsustainable levels of debt and even the nationalisation of
some commercial banks and the buying of key stakes in
e ok 5 1

on tock exch “in
o transfer the ownership of wealth to the majority’".
Some concessions can, with the help of intemational
capilal, be implemented. The report estimates that a basic
‘beallh care and nutrition programme could be introduced at
=wnufmbﬂﬁmmd(h$300m)ayurwhi:hmu:dm
10 be ereation of 2,000 clinics. A housing programme
mwumwmahmﬂaﬁmmaﬂm
hmumhrlheendofﬁzﬂemd:mdajoh;m
m’uibinﬂﬂhnjohmnm':smm_
Sions, it must be underlined, will be given. But the
lems besetting South Africa, of -WMPM?;P':

D in Namibia, with riot police deployed by
the SWAPO government, have been noted by the South
African workers. ... Like COSATU, the Mineworkers of
Namibia (NUM) supported SWAPQ. Yet it was repaid in
November with an attack by SWAPO police on its picket
line at the striking Consclidated Diamond Mines. And it is
not the first time that repression has ben used against the
Namibian unions. The police amacked striking brewery
workers three years ago, injuring scores.

Former rail worker Andimbu Tolvo ya Tolvo, now Na-
mibia's Mines and Energy Minister, explained such meas-
ures by saying that Namibia could not afford a strike, so
key was the mining industry. This is the logic of SWAPQ's
decision in within the of capitalism. The
situation will be no different for an ANC government
nbichwoewmlhﬂmmdmlsnnamimtm.
although one which will be overwhelmingly Africanised.
How long will it be before an ANC government sends
police and army unils against striking workers or rebellious
imbabitants of the African T

The ANC could
become the main
instrument of the
South African
bourgeoisie.

Bausing and dilapidated educat

the illusion that
the problems of
the masses are

that in the first period the illusion

* IASSEs are being solved can delay
ienl of the proletariat. After wait-

i Wﬂuﬂilwillbemyym

The ANC leaders will undoubtedly attempt 1o use the
mmofnmmmm:mbinenmehhﬂnualhnym,s
anuumfr:mrmyingummcd:mndsuflh:m
peple. Pressure will grow for an b
qumnlmmnMymmdzvelopmn
ms&yﬁmmcmmmmwm

nstrument for the politi
hmmmlmm g political rule of the

Onlhzomq-handnninumingl icali i

! y radicalised workin,
chaswﬂlmmm‘mils i unmecprawuﬁ::rsg
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