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Labor Militant is published by
socialists in the Labor Party. We
have been producing this inter-
nal publication since June 1981,
and in that time have built it up
as the only left internal publica-
tion with a national scope and
distribution,

We published 4 issues in 1981
and 6 in 1982. We now plan to
publish monthly, To accompany
this step up in production Labor
Militant has changed its format
from a newspaper to a magazine.
We think this change makes
Labor Militant more attractive,
more convenient, and easier to
read,

Labor Militant promotes
socialist policies for the Labor
Party. Each issue Carries news
| and analysis from a socialist

Viewpoint of events and issues of
particular interest o Party
members. We have devoted a lot
of space to discussing the Prices
and Incomes Policy over the past
year. In our view the Accord
Signed with the ACTU last

February is no different to the
social contract that proved so
disastrous for British workers
under Labour Governments in
the 1970s,

Labor Militant looks at the
nature of the capitalist economic
_trisis and the socialist measures
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needed to confront a crisis of this
depth. This crisis is not caused by
wage rises and wage cuts will not
help resolve the crisis in the
interests of the working class.

We also devotea lot of attention
to the threat of war and the wars
that are already going on. From
Central America to the Middle
East, the United States and its
allies are determined to block
Progressive movements in order
to protect their economic in-
terests. This drive to war by
Ronald Reagan increases the
danger of nuclear war and
Australia’s participation as part
of the US war machine must
cease,

We also insist that progressive
policies must be advanced by
Labor on the liberation struggle
in El Salvador, on Solidarity's
fight for socialist democracy in
Poland, on the Israeli aggression
in the Middle East and the rights
of the Palestinian Peéople, on the
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Bob Hawke, Bill Hayden, Paul
Keating and the rest of the Labor
|eadership have done much in the first
six months of Government that has
seriously harmed the working elass in
Australia. Under the ALP/ACTU
Accord workers have been foreed to
aecept wage cuts, high unemployment
and tax increases in return for the
most paltry of social welfare im-
pmvements.

In the process of carrying out the
hosses’ austerity program in the guise
ufthcAcrurd,1hePart3'1eadEruhiphas
the process of carrying out the bosses’
austerity program in the guise of the
Accord, the Party leadership have
further deepened the rift between the
working class and official leadership
of the Labour movement.

The Parliamentary leadership sees
the Accord as a key instrument of
economic policy. According to Hawke
the usual methods of fiscal and
monetary control are insufficient to
deall effectively with the current.
£CONOMIE CrISIS.

By Coral Channells

Member of Preston (Vig) branch and
the Amalgamated Metal Foundry and
Shipwrights' Union

The Accord, 1n the eyes of its
champions, creates a ‘gpecia
relationship’ between the ALP
Government and the trade union
movement, the likes of which would
have been impossible for any Liberal
Government to achieve.

The signing of the Accord was the
subject of much fanfare during the
February election campaign At the
ACTU Special Unions Conference
only one out of 300 voted againstit. It
was hailed as a new era of consensus
between the Labor Party and the
Union movement

Butitwas precisely this rhetoric that
should have alerted more people in the
labour movement that something was
amiss.

Hasn't the union movement always
had a special relationship with the
Labor Party? Don't unions have the
overwhelming say 1n policy forma-
tion in the Labor Party” W hosetup the
Labor Party in the 1890's?

The trade unions did. ‘The Labor
Party was established as the political
arm of the union movement just
because workers realised that in-
dustrial action had to be supplemented
by political struggle in the fight
against capitalism.

This fact cannot be emphusised
enough in 1983 because Bob Hawke

f.ﬂil:_.'minﬁwéu-
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and the rest of the leadership are seton
a course which is breaking this
relationship down.

The bosses have never hesitated to
express their hatred of the fact that the
Labut Party is the party of the unions
At every turn their press has conjured
up the hoary spectre of “Government
by the unions.”

Hawke's reply in 188: has been to
deny any union influence over the
Government and has held up the
Accord as his proof of who is calling
the tune. The bosses for their part
gathered at the National Economic
Summit in Apnl and nodded their
approval for the agreement.

The subsequent record of the
Government has confirmed that the
Accord is essential to the capitalist
class as a weapon against the workers
in the middle of a recession. Ruling
class support to the Labor Government
is there as long as its policies back up
the capitalists’ efforts to make workers
pay for the cnsis.

Workers didn’t have to wait long
after the March 5 elections to feel the
effects of the Prices and Incomes
Accord. Within two days of victory the
Australian dollar was devalued ad-
ding an estimated 2 per cent to the
inflation rate.

The May mini-budget scheduled
increases in taxes and charges to be
paid for by workers. Company taxes
were, on the other hand, lightened
while Hawke refused to allow the
introduction of a capital gains tax.

The August budget sh owed absolute
ly no improvement for workers, In-
direct taxes were indexed but durect
Pay as You Earn taxation levels were
not. Neither are workers wages to he

indexed unless the Arbitration Comis-

sion agrees to do s,
A recent report on the ac hievements
of the Accord drawn up by Ralph

___the economy.

Whither the “s;ecic;l ';e_lation”?

~—|

et e
Willis, Employment and Industrial
Relations Minister, and presented to
the ACTU Congress in September, had
the effrontery to tell unions that much
had been gained in the first si%
months. In the following 66 pages
there was little joy for working people
to recompense the losses in WAEES,
jobs, social benefits and working con-
ditions.

The Government had created three
new dies with minorty union
representation such as the Eeonomic
Planning Advisory Council, the Ad-
visory Committee on Prices and In-
comes and the Prices Surveillance
Authority—all of which have no power
whatsoever nor do they have
guidelines that would ensure they
serve the interests of the working
class.

The Industrial Relations Bureau
was abolished but only to be replaced
by an Arbitration Inspectorate. The
Arbitration Commission which has
not lifted a finger to stop sackings, has
been left in charge of making sure that
redundancies are not made to the
detriment of unions or workers —
though exactly how this is to occur is
hard to imagine let alone reconcile.

Medicare is the only solid reform in
the pipeline. Yet even here it is being
introduced in such a way as to damage
workers living standards.The system
will not be free but will costevery w age
earner one percent of their income

This one percent will not be added to
the CPI figures and as the existing
health insurance costs drop from the
CPl in the new year, any indexation
hearing next year will not pass on the

amount because of this accounting
sleight of hand
‘The recent 4,3 percent ingrease in

wages granted by the Arbitration
Commission in the National Wage
(ase is supposed to compensate tor
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mﬁmnmﬂ‘e past six months but

Iy and callously ignores the fact

that many workers have nolreceived a
wage increase for over eighteen
months.

At the same time the 9.1 per cent
lost during the wage freeze has heen
written off by the Commission. As
well, restrictions and erosions to the
shorter working week campaign have
been ratified into the agreement. The
national wage package has tightened
up every possible loop hole to ensure
that wages willmove only according to
\‘.!|e decisions handed down by the
C And the Ci issi
g::] not guaranteed full CPI indexa-
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The following interview 1s with
Gail Lord, a member of Penrith
North (NSW) branch. Gail and her
family visited Grenada earlier this
year during April and May. She
was interviewed during the week
of the invasion, hefore the Govern-
ment took a position on Grenada.

. What was your reaction to the
US invasion of Grenada?

A I was very upset and angry.
When you've visited a country, talked
to the people and made friends, attend-
ed a May Day rally where most of the
people who spoke are now dead, of
course it effects you. But what made
me even angrier was the response of
Bill Hayden and Bob Hawke I wasso
angry I rang the Prime Minister's
office in Canberra to tell him what a
disgrace 1 thought his position was.

1 rang Bill Hayden too. I finally
tracked him down in Ipswich and
expressed my dismay that the Govern-
ment hadn't even offered condolences
to the people of Grenada on the deaths
of Maurice Bishop and the other
Ministers. [ also told him how angry 1
was that the Government hadn't
condemned the US invasion

Q. Obviously you were Very im-
pressed by your visitto Grenada What
impressed you the most?

A. The most impressive thing was
the gains the people had made therein
such a sort time. I'm not talking about
the gains made by any one group. I'm
talking about the majority of the
Grenadian people, For example take
the question of unemployment.

After the revolution when the New
Jewel Movement took over , unemploy-
ment was at 49 per cent, Within three
years this had been slashed to 14 per
cent. In the same time free medical and
dental care have been introduced, the
number of doctors doubled, dental
clinics have been set up.

Education has reduced illiteracy to o)
per cent and gecondary and tertiary
education has been made available
without cost. The Government has set
up adult education programs to com-
hat the effects of functional illiteracy.

Housing programs, electricity exten-
gions, running water gervices,
agricultural projects, nutrition
programs to improve people's diet,
road building, in fact a whole range of
basic services have been provided for
the majority of the people for the first

time. .
I'm not talking about luxuries, This
is a third world country with 400 years

ks . 1
10,000 workers turn out for May Day
colonial experience, but I'm talking
about providing the basics for an
adequate living. That's the most im-
pressive thing.

Q. 5o Grenada was beginning (0
cope and overcome the problems of
underdevelopment, poverty, starva-
tion, disease, malnutrition, ete?

A. Yes, the Government was tur-
ning the economy around to serve the
needs of the people. The gains madein
Grenada showed just what is possible
in the poorest of economies when
profits are ploughed back into the
people.

You know they spend 37 cents out of
every dollar on health and education

And the economy 18 expanding 10
Grenada. Even the International
Monetary Fund noted and praised this
growth oceuring in the mddle of the
world recession. Last year alone the
economy grew by 5.5 per cent. Just
think of the same period in Australia!

At the same time old age pensions
increased by 10 per cent last year,
wages increased by 10 per cent while
the inflation rate was 7 per cent. That's
a 3 per cent growth in real wages as
well as theincreasein living standards
through increased social spending. 1t's
very different from the cutbacks to
public services and wage freezes at
present 1n Australia. 1t makes you
realise what socialism can do for the
working population.

Q. When you were in Grenada, did
you think the Government was pop-
ularly supported?

A, I certainly did.1was there for the
May Day celebrations and 10,000
people turned out to the march and
rally in St George's, the ca pital. That's
a pretty big proportion out of a popula

___grenada

tion of 110,000 scattered over three
islands.

It was at the May Day rally that
Maurice Bishop announced two new
legal steps forward for women—better
situations for rape victims, legal
anonymity, and the abolition of the
stigma of illegitimacy.

The revolution was really starting to
take steps to overcome the backward
situation for women in Grenada.

Don’t get me wrong, Grenada is a
pretty macho place but real steps were
being taken. A National Women's
Organisation had been set up, women
were the greatest number of un-
employed and had the highest rates of
illiteracy so those programs really
helped them. Nursery, pre school and
child care centres were being organis-
ed through the local community struc-
tures. Occupational programs, in-
eluding apprenticeships and training
in traditional male jobs, were already
established. Things that women are
fighting for in Australia were being set
up and extended in Grenada.

And women were taking a greater
political role as well, taking leading
positions in public life. For example
the President of the Trade Union
Council, the ACTU equivalent, was a
woman, Jeanette Dubois. She spoke on
May Day and she wasn't a “token”
woman. She was a trade union leader.

It's ironical really. Her speech on
May Day was all about the mounting
attacks on the people of Grenada by
the US. For example she told how the
US had violated Grenadian airspace
some 30 times between March 1 and
March 25 this year alone. And the US
ships were stationed around Grenada
off the coast out to sea when she was
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talking.

She talked too about the attacks the
US were making on their own workers
at home. She was a real working class
m}nnam-llgigt.

U's terrible to think that the US
threats she outlined have actually

ed.
. What do you think about the
rununA ﬁu;}ﬁ gave for invadi
i ch reasons? They
chmangmf them.
it was in response to Bishop's
murder. Well that was a turn l!\?\fn?;
The US Government had worked
against Bishop and the Grenadian
Govi ent ever since the i
midation, i
block international i

grenada _ i
Revolutionary
democracy |

to

Grenada, they refused to

diplomatic relations with Grenada

s::erl!uhap. It's a bit much touge his
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students in the middle of a f:ll?aﬂ:
%mraun and none of the Grenadian
&r‘?& attacked them in retaliation
Don't you ihink the US would have
h 0 2ir wound
mi.;:lgyu:f“dl adanger had bse:ldrs:?
o st he e o
1 nternatios ij
Lmng 8 Russian or a Cub::lmTl:l?gm
alle_ What a lot of poppyeack! 3
:was 4 civilian airport Iseiﬁg built
::Ehﬂ of international companies
e, Swedish, Cuban, etc. The
mindf;ompany that designed and
zoas P]u:g:.a;:::epaﬁpo'g. construc-
. - Al
lv.-;uhrlz &e. an has ity ?:'n
{Iddiu at one for years. | believe the
Dy h:fgtr:achad to help with the
mmp“n :mdrefusal was part of its
Oﬂemmu 3 lermine the revolution

g .
G Well why did the US go in?

3 do
e gl toth othr Caribbean
"ﬁﬂr at it .

if Y0u'te small, poor and blask
2 Dro-people Government.
action what it says

and more

keep on _ Below is a speech given States
3 . [Appl
Maurice B p on August 5, the repﬁn'.’}éiigfﬁl ]::u\: [.hm jabect
1983, at Hunter College in New sensible. g 2ne of the mo
York City, But, sisters and brothers, h ‘
It was to s last visit to the evaluateothersides of the re oy
B US in an a to improve the when they say that "-3"?“\"!!' i
poor relations b the two Duman rights. When they el
countries. how come you have detainees ‘:
loans to  The epeech was a very com- {’,}l?““he press, what about elections
1t i Boinalreritnr o en lh‘l’!y say to us, Where ar.
what was happening and had been ~ the s:al'ne-v;'the'v e [im arwun
achieved in Grenada since the in South :\?? and say to their frie
tevolution. A rica, where are your
i A tions? |Applaus s o
The part excerpted below con- g
g;:l’ufﬁwhnp s explanation of the dlvador Allende of Chile
L propaganda attacks made  'Yhen they say to us the
on the revolution. He noted that it ™St be heid, S nu“?‘it elections
;\]lls“t:lly attacked on the grounds elections you can’t expgctsu[;;;lﬂlrlh.n'
y an rights violations or that unless you have elections we can't gy

ou the normal treatment, we sa:
é:]lva:or Allende of Chile. I.:‘\pp(.u b
& ;:pnr Allende of Chile was electe
ot Iir]nher 1970 by the people of
i lende did not take power
ufhi:gl a revolution. Within 24 hours
A election, Rmh_ard Nixon, |Henry
HMissinger, and [Richard] Helms
e M’:rl: :lhevx::ed their plan, “Oper:
gl € the Economy Scream.” And
Allnndn the first three months aft

inaugu:a‘r:?ia elected, before he was
R as president, they alread,
iz w;ﬂAfilEndgunce. They couldn’t
iﬂaugurahed,ur him to be formally
Aﬁ\el:ﬁ:lndsjjd]d not form a militia
nmperte i not grab any land or
de!nineii. AIll'mde had no political
i ] d_lende did not crush the
R [’lf not close down the
Lt e did not suspend the
T W!m:flh!'le played by every rule

Theorote. But they killed him still

it poses a threat to the “nati
securty” of ot counirit
ch?:;: : ho"‘,’ntf answered these
Garee gailgl demogfacy in

(The excerpt is repri
eprinted fro,
;ingemmq-. the pubﬁcutiofs 2}
o ommittees In Solidarity with
b:nrmt America and the Carib.
an. See the ad on page 35.)

They give all ki
nds of reas
ol e il e
g‘x: I;Bl‘imly ina aecm‘? geﬂtﬁ";‘ﬂg
bl partment, | want to tel| .
oo ae:r:(:ne,auynucan ranﬂclnrbl.?z
le]wll made ':h- int:
:.2:\‘. the Grenada revolution ;: ipm:lt.
& 5¢ even worse—I'm ugin, thers
Ninguage—thnn the Culmf o
mc:f:ﬁ}nan rezu]utiuns because the
renada and i

tth: Grenada  speak l%hneglial?]:lmhm Hempenp i
lerefore can communicate d"recuandy Joiid oo s s i
with the people of the Uni S e L imphes s .
e o Unilod Blat il ll::g:lmphesa fracture. It

u:!dcgromr:ma:?“rnpplau-e.amm L]:m-:phu&f is:pﬁm R Lormeor

iy i I : \’
s ol ::élemnn means that the
agree 8828 of the violent

report. But I want to tell
same re, i youwhatthat  reacti !
i A ﬂﬂﬂl;zrr::::l%hm?: r_:l" made us _have Enbr:'n“dhd"mpﬁve minority
of Grenada and the 1,::1*‘990% fority's intergate 0,50 that the ma-
ISl o, o ership of o revalution that il [Applause]
use| : : 5 &
ﬂf:":hl;“l’]\ﬂlht?g; ?u]dBtl};:J‘;%Emrt":m 'gha! is an cian;:m;b:u%!“i r::utll:t";:;
a Black—. " G : 1
bt Sl G e
1 = lominantly thei i
OF]| v ir %
Smnerey e ot BTt At i S S e
i it revolution i
Black peaple in the United  election " ™™ 'ayﬂmwl::iﬂ‘he‘i’:

In the first week of the Amencan |'_
revolution, 100,000 fled to Canada
Thousands were locked up without
charge or trial. Hundreds were shot.
And the counter-revolutionaries after ‘
the American revolution had no right
to vote. They had no right to teach
They had no right to preach. They had
no right to a job. Their land was
confiscated without payment.

Revolution was no tea
party

8o when the falsifiers of history try
to pretend that the American revolu
tion was a Boston tea party—it was a
very bloody tea party.

The fact of the matter is, sisters and
brothers—if we are to be honest about
this question—whenever revolution
gomes, the same guestions face the
Jeaders of the revolution. One guestion
always is: what do you do with the

bloody-minded murderers, the
criminals, the ones who propped up the
dictatorship. The ones who led to
disappearances of our people. Theones
who were beating the people, whowere
killing the people. £

Revolutions answer that questionin
different ways. Some people take them
out in the streets, line them up, and
shoot them down. That is one answer

Some other people pretend that they

went into the bush, and while they

were in the bush as guerrillas, they
shoot them down too. Some other
people create special courts to deal
with them. I am not passing judge-
ment on any of these three models
The Grenada revolution did nothave
the appetite for any of those three

‘models. So we took what we say was

the humanitarian course. We detained

‘them and treated them well.

~ And you know it is highly signifi-

cant that of the 400 to 500 people
picked up by our masses on revolution
day, on the 13th of March, not one of
these Mongoose Gang® elements arnv-
ed in the jail with even a scratch on
them. And the only reason that
happened is because our people at
home understand the principled posi
tion that a revolution takes on no
revenge, no victimization, no torture,
no illtreatment of anyone, regardless
of what they have done. 1t 1s because
our people understood this, something
that very often happens 1n all
revolutions—the spontancous —up-
heaval of the masses—did not really
happen in Grenada.

A church-based organization in
Washington called EPICA wrote a
book last year on Grenada. They
called it, Grenada: the peaceful Revalu-
tion. We can understand why.

A revolution must

survive
So when these elements come and

Maurice Bishop
make these statements we understand
only too well where they are coming
rom, Because they understand that
he processes and
review are ongoing procedures.
understand that in Grenada no one is
ever interfered with for what he says
No one is ever interfered with for what
he writes. In fact, today criticism 18
deeper than ever in the society in a
constructive way.

procedures for
They

Our people also understand that the

first law of the revolution is that a
revolution must survive, must con-

solidate so more benefits can come to

them

And because of this fact, the revolu:

tion has laid down as a law, that
nobody, regardless of who you are, will
be allowed to be involved in any
activity surrounding the overthrow of
the government by the use of armed
violence. And anyone who moves in
that direction will be ruthlessly crush-

ed. |Applause]

But we also feel, sisters and brothers,
that the time has come for us to make
another step along the way toward

institutionalizing

have been building for four ye:
that is why only yesterday in C
the new chairman of the constitutional
commission arrived in our capital cit
from Trinidad

St George's,

Tobago, to announce L
the constitutional
has now underta

the process that we
ars. And
irenada

¥

a.

an
he formation of
commission that
ken the task of draf-

ting a new constitution for our young

revolution
This constituti

on is not really going

to look like the one that the queen gave
us in 1974, That constitution as we
remember was one of the main reasons
for the struggles of 73 and 74, when so

many of us were

When our famil

beaten and jailed
lies and compatriols

co

Buckingham Palace,
envelope, put a stamp on it,
it to Gairy. That was the total involve-
ment of Grenada in that constitution.

Our people have input

were being murdered, one of the main
reasons for that struggle was because
our people were saying we wanted to be
involved in the process of drafting the
new constitution. And Gairy did not
allow us that right. And the queen of

England

uld have stayed in
put it in an
and posted

This time around, the constitution is

going to come o
out of our earth. Our p
heir input and will decide

people and
will have t

what they want to see go inb

constitution.
constitution

empty rights, but will entrenc

0

ut of the bowels of our

eople

that

. This time around, the
will not just entrench

h rights

and also provide remedies for enforce-

ment of those rights
Chapter 1 of vur present constitution
has 12 freedoms, fundamental
serights are

freedoms. But anytime tho

infringed al

to see if you can
you canonly go byway g
| motion. Secondly,
ointhehigh

that: first o

of a constitutiona
that means you can only g
not the magistrate’s courl,

y. And
once you reach the high court,
re agrees with you and
se, the most the judge

court,
which of
thirdly,

even if the judg
you win your ca

can give

declaratory or

rights.

Now when
declaratory order

you then
the law.

the Crown. In other w
judgement in your han

paper
you can d

go before the

nd you
do something

f all

course mMeans Mmone:

you is what they

you bring
to the govel
discover ano
You cannot enforce

o nothing with

courts
about

call a

.der, which declares your

your
rnment,

ther maxim of

against

ords, you have a

nds that
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* The Mongoos, K
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renada’s former dictator Eric of

£ exposed in a leaflet produced by
: hOLlS_IDg Shelter (Victoria), and reproduced in

; > e the Junellgﬂﬁ 1;_33:& of Tenarz} !_\fewsi_
fllhe cr.umbtlng ; the newsletter of the Tenants Union of
Australian dreamj

NSW. With 100,000 households on
Housing Commission waiting lista
and over 2 million Australians living
in poverty, an expansion of public
housing i8 the only realistic way of
enabling these people and all working
people to obtain decent, secure hous-
ing.

The current schemes by Federal and
State ALP Governments to subsidise
first home buyers, and to provide
mortgage and rent relief basically
benefit the banks, finance companies,
and landlords. Australian banks are
now the most profitable in the world.
Of the world's most profitable banksin
1982, the ANZ ranked no. 1, the Bank
of NSW no. 5, and the Commenwealth
no. 6. These profits are largely due to
their activities concerning home

%!_'EQ.UUU in public housing gqueue”
ereamed the front page headline in
@B Sydney Morning Herald Se-
ber 20, 1983. This figure for NSW
one of the highest since the
g Commission’s formation in

5 and represents more than half the
ber of people on the public housing
ting list nationwide. Applicants for
¢ housing are faced with a

m waiting period of two and a
years and if the housing is sought
Sydney metropolitan area, the

period is “indeterminate”

to Housing Commission ownership. And whereas average

weekly earnings in Australia in-
3 - i creased by 12.6 per ce&t from 1980 to
7 their own homes. We aim to see the 1981, bank profits in the same period
%’&:gz‘:;?&?g:;mw Hill (NSW) proportion increase, and weaim tosee  increased by around 30 per cent. That
‘Branch the quality of all homes improve. The banks and other lending institutions
___ average man aspires to own his own  are the major beneficiaries of private
is i8 a pretty desperate state of home, particularly the man in poor sector housing subsidies uan.hu geen
but according to N S W Housing circumstances. The true objectives ofa from the fact thata family takingouta

er Frank Walker reported in the well-conceived housing policy are home loan of $30,000 over 25 years
ydney Morning Herald article among the noblest works to whichany ~ would actually pay $84,136 at bank
the new Federal Government government or any community can set rates of 10.5 per cent and §$91,397 at
eople of NSW can rest assured ofa its hand. For the home is the cradle of  rates of 11.5 per cent from a non-bank
increase in housing,” our race, and the guality of our race lender according to a current Com-
can they? The Federal Govern- Wil largely depend on the quality of - monwealth Bank leaflet ‘‘Save
‘ment housing initiatives announced in the homes in which it 1s nur thousands of dollars on a 230,000
May mini-budget and in the tur . Thevery foundationsupon  housing loan!”, ;
August Budget while providing a boost which, in the last resort, our national The financial commitment in-
‘to the public housing sector still direct strength will rest, are the character, volved in purchasing a home has two
their major emphasis to private sector stamina and contentment created in important political consequences ac-
pr the home, which is the basis of family cording to Jim Kemeny in Arena no.

srovision of housing. Housing . i n
i 's sta t life,” 46,1977 The firstis thatit helpsto give
s nris Bl i ma e (B.S.B.Stevens, UAP Premier of NSW  substance to the commitment of

“18th May announced a 50 per cent %
incrense yin public sector housing in the 1930s) young people to the system by placing
fundi under the Commonwealth “The majority of homes are themina form of tenure in which they

mortgaged to financial institutions, must work hard both to save an initial

i ent (CS
ﬁ‘:u.;.é fl::rlrlu.;;ga ﬁ?ﬁfgnmf.?'wéﬁ}m and proper care should be taken that deposit and to keep up mortgage
'$500 million in 198384 but the docu-  1© injustice is done to the working repayments. Second is the effect of
"ment also restated the Government's class, who have laboured for a lifetime home-ownership on old age. As the
“belief in a system under which "0 per in an endeavour topay off their homes. Henderson Commission of Inquiry on
| centof Australians meet their housing  Better homes mean better citizens. Poverty in Australia showed, the
needs in the private market. Hence People will sacrifice little things n incidence of poverty among the agedis
“most of the thrust of the initiatives order to make their homes more very much greater among renters than
were directed at providing support for comfortable. When they have homes, owners. Home-ownership therefore
“low to moderate income first home they will fight for them.” acts as a source of sel-help to cater for
 buvers. (P.M.McGirr, Labor MLC, NSW 1837) old age, which alleviates a category of
" The basic tenet of the Federal ALP's This bipartisan apprnach 18 ev‘xdem poverty which the Government might
housing policy is that home ownership in the implementation of the CSHA  ptherwise have to deal with directly.
8 the only acceptable way to provide which was introduced almost forty An important consideration in the
decent, secure housing for the whole years ago and which has dominated light of current attacks on superan-
population. This continues a _bipar- public housing policy 10 Australia, nuation benefits, assels tested pen-
?m political position, which was Although in its first ten years of sions ete.
y aperation the whole emphasis was on Certainly  Labor Governments
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turkey

Campaign against repression

C!:miuiy _Tth, 1983, over 2,500
ltical prisoners started hy
striking in prisons around "l‘ur;ex;g;:
protest of the inhumane conditions
which they were subject to. The strike
spread over most prisons fairly quickly
with the number of strikers reaching
over 6,000. The demands of the
political prisoners were:

@ The spnli_tinn of the single cell
system which is established for tor-
:’n;:‘;i:emandmremmtnlheaysumof issue,

. ® To
8 Recommiton of all rights of Turkey |
T B @® To s

B R e G Natiis, - o L ik

e it eoLdait T L pokital bf Ehe 3',?:.‘)‘;.’2?;,’31?‘““ the demany

ment:
® To take a firm public stang

t8' relations wiy,

d protesting

@ Withdrawal of prison uni prisoners, a committee was establish-  Turkish Junta.
and return of civiganpmou?g. e g‘i']id.:l;f: it nun}ed the @ To 59"[; z: delegatiol T,
® An end to torture, oppression and y Committee with the n to Turkey

ST Do Political Pri : With the ab
all prohibitions in interviews wi soners on Hunger Strikei e above aims 6
e th Turkey, fully supported 3 @in  Melbourn, Py people
h,")'hm' families, going ot ta sl OEIhe oL Al the demands _the City Seq:t:rre B striking i
air, books and writing axticles, of the political prisoners. It also had The irike contined for i 1.0 1
Govern- Tud nedays

d with a big rally. There wer:

—

jumerous activities held outside the
{ent during the hunger strike.

| Similar activities were held all
around the world and in Sydney as
well, The world activities and the
report of a delegation that went to
Turkey are printed below.

Of the four demands above men
relating to Australia, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr
Hayden, after seeing members of
the Committee has agreed to take a
gtand publicly, ie, he raised the matter
i{n Parliament and this was broad
casted on 3LO. He also agreed to take
the matter before United Nations. He
would not agree to the other two
demands. (see box)

Since then the Committee's name
has changed to CARIT, Committee
Against Repression In Turkey. The
Qommittee 18 now working towards
gending a delegation to Turkey and
raiging funds. The Committee also
organised the 11th September Rally—

Activities in
WEST GERMANY:

to deal with this issue
‘with 50 participants.

30/7/83—(Bonn}
German Members of Parliment.

The SPD and the Green

immediately.

about the situation in Turkey.
10/8/83—a delegation was

HOLLAND:

(Amsterdam)—a Committee

atriking. Also the

SWEDEN:

A delegation was sent to
ultimatum.

DENMARK:

31/7/83 — B0 people from Spain,

bia start hunger striking.
SPAIN:

leading Archbishop take &

L

rope in support of the

The social democratic SPD and the Green Party
(Members of Parliament) have established a Committee

'99/7/83—10 associations organise
1560 go on hunger strike—6 are

3] /7/83—(Kassel) 50 people start hunger striking.
11/8/83—(Wuppertal) 60 people start hunger striking
Party have sent telegrams in
protest to all the Turkish Consuls in Europe and have
‘demanded that the economic aid given to Turkey cease

Five European countries including Belgium have made
representations to the Human Rights Commission

sent to Turkey from
Belgium to investigate the situation

suppuﬂﬂl
Associations is establised and 50 people start hunger
Union of Trade Unions, Catholic
Trade Unions and all the political parties protest the
Junta and they demand that their Government take a
firm stand against the Junta. Hundreds of telegrams in
protest are sent to the Turkish Consulate and the Junta.

(Stockholm)—4/8/83—60 people start hunger striking.
Turkey.
called on the Turkish Ambassador and gave him an

Turkey, Denmark,
Sweden, Portugal, France, Holland, Greece and Colom-

The Government, united churches, trade unionsandthe
i joint stance against the
Junta and thus send telegrams of protest.

against the Juntas in Chile and

Tm_-kuy in conjunction with the Free

Chile Committee.

For further information contact
"ARIT

P.0, Box 84
Moreland Vic 3058

Bill Hayden's respons

I am very concerned to hear of your
hunger strike.

Thank you for your letter of 16
August received today 17 August. You
may be aware that the Australia
Ambassadorin Ankara has previously
made representations to the Turkish
Authorities about political im-
prisonments there, I have asked the
Australion Embassy in Ankara to
report to me urgently on the matters
you have raised in your letter.

1 should say that as regards your
three requests, I do not hold out any
hope that a delegation in the terms

GREECE:

d a hunger strike

Junta.
iLAND:

followed.
21

8/8/83—43 people start hunger striking. All trade
unions and the party in power, Amnesty International,
Youth and peace associations,
members of the staff etc. of
Athens, Athens City Council
protest the inhumane atrocities committed by the

Turkish Embassy to deliver
demands of the prisoners be granted. The Embassy
refused to accept the petition and a demonstration |

you propose would be allowed to enter
Turkey to carry out the sort of mission

that you envisage. This would be seen

by Turkey as an interference in their-
internal affairs

You also called for the breakingofall
diplomatic relations.

This could be counterproductive
because it would close off all channels
for the Australian Government to put
its views on human rights issues to the
Turkish Authorities as has been done
in the past.

Finally, you mentioned the possibili-
ty of taking action in the United
Nations. As you know the General
Assembly does not convene until later
this year. It may be preferable to wait
until nearer that time before the
Government makes any decision on
this question. When I have received @
report from the Australiosn Am-
bassador in Ankara [will be in contact
with you again.

Bill Hayden M.F.

hunger strikers in Turkey: |

teachers trade unions,
the University of
takea joint stanceand

923/

Embassy and demand an end to the oppression and
torture in Turkey.
3/8/83—a delegation
members of the British Labour Party went to the l

83— Amnesty International apply to the Turkish |

of 30 people including many ‘

a petition urging the

vestigate the situation.

by many ' aUSTRIA:

hunger striking.

8/83—A delegation was sent to Turkey to in- ‘

(Vienna)—Picture exhibitions were displayed exposing |
the face of the Junta and in 7/8/83 20 people start

REPORT OF ONE DELEGATION: |
A delegation consisting of one

doctor, three lawyers and ‘

one priest went to Tu rkey on 5/8/83. The delegation had

three German, one Swedish and one
They stayed in Turkey for 8 days
ohstacles. They managed to intervie

lawyers of the prisoners.
attend a couple of the court cases and were told to go out.

The Government

Austrian member
despite all the

the relatives and

The delegation attempted to |

The delegation organised a press conference on arrival

back to Germany.
protest the Turkish Junta
ghts Commission

terviews with the relatives of the

to the Human Ri

According to in
prisoners, the prisoners
conditions. When the prisoners
sounds of their m
loud speakers for other

They asked their Governments to
and to make representations

are subject to inhumané
are being tortured, the

oans and screams are broadcast over

prisoners to hear.

it, October/November 1983
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In this ease, he announc,,

dscigmn to the world when he ¢ i1

The uranium question touches a raw
merve in Bob Hawke. At this stage,

even more

e policy, itean

split the Labor Party. It's an issue that
lurs the lines of party factions, That's

why Hawke has deferred for a further

month the Caucus meeting which was

to decide the exact implementation of .

the Party policy on Roxby Downs and

September 21, Hawke repey
same thing to Ralph Nader
gumer affairs lawyer from

Nader later told the Nationa]
Clubin Canberra that Hawke a5,
that “Australia owes it to the
and that it was “immoral

uranium in the ground.

Couneil of
Roxby Downs would proceeq

Hawke's statements are tota]),

contradiction with the Nation: ;
of the ALP. Clause 12 n’(mlll];‘cl ooy
:.mende_d in July 1982, said *

adopt the process of phasing ( :
involvement in uranium mining, ay,

bor Governme;

Australig (.

the new mining contracts,
certain conditions will be iy
S upon the producers in accordance wit|
Member of Springvale (Vic) Branch . :
ber of eoade (T The central plank of the polic,

A special meeting of the Victori
Branch was held on Sll‘l::Iqﬂn:;‘
September 18 to discuss recent

: of Rexby Dawns th
xgl:nt debate should be set in l:ai:
b ﬁmﬂn v:n the Party before
et issue by Cabinet

3. All
should ol

itre
Robert Ray why
out that the
power to direct Caucus
0 vote, Neverth% the unanimous

Préssure on the Hawke
it L
mentlo i e e Y

1t's not clear who has the numbers in

thti ll-llrmium mining will be |
out. However one other amen: t
allowed the Government ljnmrleurlllwlu-
the Roxby Downs mine. Clause
states thar.' “An ALP Government
will. . .consider applications for the
:]’:POIT of uranium mined incidently 1.
emining of other minerals on a cas
by-case basis and on the criterion
g:sther mtlhtpf: opinion of a Labo
overnment e mining of such
minerals is in the natiunj Jntt'rt-r'::l

Roxby Downs 18 one of the Jargest

mm;dmmes i the world now
ennugah - at one million tonnes
S supply the entire Wester:

[ or 40 years. It also contain-

caucus. The Left can otes Sl amount of '8 hard t
:‘I;:'tfr} 05in the M:glnam:f;fm =0 ‘hnw the l:i'iute:.i?);x'-sp?f I:;c}:d‘;:t a
ictorian Centre Unity Faction Bpunk: o i n
et e e om o iming ity 1 5
e count very close. ds largest uranium deposits.
Hand, MP for s close: As Gerry Ifihe queation of Patior by e
e urne said, “It puts  is raised ths on of “national interest
RS R T ul:il: bl Fopresents thecoiitiehe Parly palicy
er Senator 88 anti: '
winger Senator Gr, dr nuclsar marches repreec.

votes, If the green light is given for

substantia
“national

profitabili i
u]m“h’-htv (the way it usually is)

I public opinion. Ev
B sapix ‘en 1t
interest taken

Roxby Downs, MP's A
< » MP's are afraid of - are proble; e
repercussi the pri i ms as well The
rank and l‘iﬂ? gem?"-“'!"’"l?ﬂtthe ulc"j ?nmlumm the world mark:-i
a storm of prote: ¥ it will provoke  quirer 80 low that pricing re
present nit:stj;:' :::ld wmf&;”le the even be m':t'b? the Government cannot
ere 2
means nothin b _policy The
needa of the Cantee [ S8 the bureaomMOnYEalth Public Seevic:
le-"-‘he}l Cabinet. ¥ controlled ‘hﬂmmmmd{"e a&d"d fuel to the fire
alad erigry nt Howpa 5, De0Ble wars ;hati:mpﬂ:u and an extension of
debate by declaring publicy (o, the I i e itbed,
Wants (e e g Publcly that be  reporied o by a1 Party aze
theelﬂlﬁngNurthernn'f“e:;::mc": for COmpromige "l'“[kinu on another
inger and Nabarlek t TS, BB ) Mrama ution but the deci-
s been a mmn'nn 80 ahead.  Downs can't ﬁ’:‘;"f“" and on Roxby
FParty for some time Eh:?sﬂlzwme clear, It's up to Hifg.‘?;r' The policy is
V%6 conle e o, ke 10 catvy (biGY gtthe G erions
sometimes not even the Inner Cabinet megmg. The rank m“ﬁ"f:gu Caucus
before such a decigion is announced.  hold i Tepresentitive wuulaed“ld E:dd

th
M reponsible for their actions,

§ P T Y T

| September 21 the Cain
ment's second budget was
anted by Treasurer Rob Jolly who
ed that the budget's main aim is
ate ‘more jobs in Victoria”, The
budget, like last year's, was
omed by big business and its
4 mouthpieces. This happy
finge alone was enough to cast
eion on Jolly's claim

Garry Walters T 4
{ember of Brunswick (Vic) Branch
‘the Australian Railways Union

Age Editorial described it as
us Keynesianism’, but behind
essive facade this “respon
mix of humanitarianism and
int" will not even significantly
the increasingly harsh impact of

private profit-oriented econom-
ategy which the Government
d up in this budget, willmake
s hit workers even harder,
te some job creation that may
ictoria a little better off than
tates.
budget, in its overall effect, is a
n Hood in reverse’’ exercise. Itis
8 epirit of austerity ideology now
alent among union and govern-
t leaders.
s philosophy, applied in the ALP-
1 Accord, the Summit, the ACTU
gss and the latest National
8 Case, is to enforce sacrifices
the working class, to provide
8hof the social wealth to the
pitalists, who will supposedly then
invest more, and thus provide more
phs and better living standards as the
i MOmMY recovers.
Mlkis instructive that Jolly linked the
udget’s weak job-creation aspect to

h ideas, stressing the boosted
tapital works spending meant to
‘ereate jobs will not be inflationary He
Siid this is ensured because “the
SAceord is in place” to stop workers
Using the stronger demand for lak
g push for improvement of decim
ng standards
Before examining the
ey on revenue raising and alloca
n, or debating their merits, two
features of the budget must be noted
These demonstrate that the highest
riority of the budget s private profits,
Mot inereased jobs or improved public
welfare.

The first feature is the tiny number
of jobs created by the increased
capital works outlay. This outlay will

nefit private sector areas like con-
struction and manufacture, rather
than build up a viable public sector

The other related feature is a two

of

maze

o

| .

profits

I

(] 'nq’n}p]n_\'me‘nl up and ap)

percent cut in all recurrent publie
sector spending, which will attack jobs
on a big enough seale to just about
cancel out the effects of the increased
capital works job ereation

It is the budget's policies with regard
to unemployment which clearly reveal
its pro-boss orientation.

Jolly said that the budget aims
to create only 25,000 jobs. This is
grossly inadequate when there was an
average level of 148,000 jobless in
Victoria last year, The rise for finan-

over jo

prenticeship training cut by 25 per cenl.

__victoria

Victoftar buddbh =
bs

41,700, a rise of
pite our first

cial year 1982-84 wa
around 40 percent, des
*job-creation’” budget. If unemploy-
ment rises again by another 40 per
cent, the official, very understated
figure will soar over 200,000 by 1884
The Age may think that policies that
't prevent such growth are
humanitarian”, but for a Govern-
ment elected by the working class this
is a disgrace.

Unemployment in  Victona
“only’ 0.9 per cent as recently as 1981 15

Labor Militant, October/November 1983

was



g?e;&rlast_yearsuﬂhe long Liberal era

The obvious question is, how
tq‘l’]iﬂ disaster for workers hu.: ‘;egﬁz
hlfzru:;nlbe??d in the first two vears of
It cannot all be a legacy of the Li
e Fraser period in l;‘ed‘l(ar.ﬂ] G:wer::
ment and the global economic down-
turn. Nor can the Government hide
excuses like Federal-State
money arrangements under the Con-
stitution, other legal obstacles to State
Teévenue measures, or the recent
e
is that the Government
refuses to intervene in the ecunumy?s
ﬁ-mlldl as it can and should in favor of
; wnrl‘ingdasn supporters,
pro-capitalist Govern, i
This !n!bmebum' ernment is so
real job creating measures

of the guestion,
nninaum'mglﬂl;;m,jg, af

e ———

to the 148,000 alread: 1
IU:L to the workforce. e
‘onsider a few more Victori
statistics: the average duralﬁo::l a:f
ggemploymenl. rose during 1952 from
umsm 40 weeks, the rate for 15-19 year
was 22 per cent, and the number of
sgg;ie'zuceshgra 1f’ell by 25 per cent
I profit-subsidising *
hrin“ | sidising “job crea-
n such a situation, upl
Government radically chnng:as?ﬁ
Lalon and fights to stop the profit-
udgers getting away with such anti-
social and criminal ftreatment of
people, Labor's long term elector, 1
pmig:mﬁsls 18 not good, E
ne Government has tried to justi
tﬁe limited aims” of the hudgejt“:ut;g
lh'e old standby of erying poor, backin,
this with the litany of factors narmwgv
:’|g the State revenue base, recited ad
d:useum in the media around budget

the
rec.

The federalism red herrin
: cam

Y? again as the main divsrsiun? EZ
:v:l'“ if the State budget is 45 per cent
iant upon Federal funds? Instead of
intemua] finger-pointing and divisive
wm:s_talzsquabbli:m.whycannotthe
rian Labor Government push for
Pme'leeﬁwa revenue policy federally?
GAfter_ all we do have a Federal Labor
overnment. Then the Com-

‘monwealth could raise enoyy|
to better fund the States.

ButState and Federal budge

show very little hope ofour

tary leaders opting for prog "
distributive policies and taxes o) . |
level. Al

The‘ Victorian Government |
anything intensified trends beg,,

Liberals, toward er
mainly regressive taxat
taxes almost doubled from
million in 1978-80, to 82,5000 mil .,
the 1983-84 hudget.

Even discounting inflation, ),
massive rise, considering the
ing base of workers and
farmers and small business
tract tax from.

The budget had some redistribyiiy
measures to prove that the G
ment “isnot afraid to hit the we.
The biggest tax rise i )
more raised from land dea fte
20 per cent rise last year. The §
million extra revenue from the r;
very welcome, but like all taxes o
private sector, is easily passed
cost to ultimately make work
ple pay. Land is one of the
obviously social resources and
of production so why not excl I
profiteers altogether, rather than .
ble with taxes they can evade, coun ter
ac’tr I?r pass on?

_Theland dealing tax and the bitte:
disputed oil p.ipelilg'm tax ar»eit]\yv: -;-l-[ the
few progressive revenue raisers B
other than these the total tax imp:
18 regressive. For instance, pu
iransport fares are up an average -
f:; Cehnt} pEtl‘n?. cigarette and w
e c;.ln avelgll_ risen significantly;

€ higher “dividends” taken from
statutory bodies will all flow on
higher charges for gas, electricity ar
Va':_l;ns mlarviuen. } "

€ sale-and-lease-back of Gov
mel.?l? assetsalong with outright sn
ED: ic assets to the private se
“:::;:‘II}Y of public land, are short

s enu:drams.'l‘he(}uwmmvnl
wsasummim Fevenue by this method
b i theﬂr}lh\‘.hmyear Equally short
et e ollow log"” source of
ﬁt!g-uiqrx bpdiz:.. reserves held by the

ut it is in the effects of the two per

outlay cut within the

] ) heall :

:.’:':; lle-au:;nﬁ;ets:;:pm nndLh éoegn‘:.c i
! eCONomics wri

Kenneth Davidson to udmililvﬁmgg:;

services will declin
understatement,
already existing i

heavier ;ny

‘due to the chronic understaffing
further impact of axing jobs for
@ million involved in the two per
gut will put the pressure on even

test increage is in housing
. Lt is up 19 percent to $271
which is B0 per cent more than
m the Liberals in 1981-82, But
and for public housing is |
ing rapidly. The waiting list for
thousing grew by 2,000 last year
§00. The Cain Government built
houses last year, and plans 3,500
rear, compared to an average
ear for the last three Liberal
So the level of spending is at
t greater than the rate of growth
nd. But that's cold comfort for
500 on the waiting list
or areas have not fared so well.
h, the Govemment has been
intense pressure to do
ng about the awful conditions
for the disabled. The response
budget is to cut hospital funding
et to raise money for progressive-
“de-institutionalisation™
pe. These will close the large
utions and put the disabled into
junity care’ without adequate
on of professional back-up care
transport, workers and the
ing public have already seen

L}

e the planned $458 million in
capital works. Many of these
ns are in the “Cinderella” pattern
public transport spending to im-
the big business freight opera-
‘profits, e.g. the $30 million Webb
container traffic rail link.
ow can fare rises and the plan to
thousands of rail and tram jobs
iprove service and encourage
tronage” as Crabb often claims and
election platform promised?
" Similarly, in education, the three
%ﬁl\:hu unions publicly stated that the
fwo per cent cut would prevent the
fchievement of Government policies
~on the improvement of public educa
~ tion

" Meanwhile, capital works spending
for the police is doubled to try and cope
‘with the bursting criminal justice
“gystem. This is indeed a “growth
industry” as the number of un-
‘employed and those living beneath the
poverty line mushroom. In a system
‘which increasingly denies the legal
"means to a decent living, desperation
will drivemany to “illegal” means. But

" increased police spending is hardly a

" working class solution to the problems.
Most who voted ALP in April 1982
and March 1983 hoped for a fairer deal,

" but the economic policies behind a

budget like we got on September 21 are
a betrayal of that hope. The profit bias
involved is no less part of the problem
than when the Liberals are imposing
it.

¥Minister Steve Crabbaimstohelp |

western australia

Anti-union legislation

Last December 5,000 angry workers
held a militant rally in Perth. They
marched to Premier Ray O'Connor’s
office and demanded that he stop his
proposed amendments to the State's
industrial laws which threatened
basic union rights.

By Tony Mulcahy

President WA Branch, Federated
Rubber Warkers” Union
Balcatta ALP Branch.

Among O'Connor’s amendments
was one authorising automatic
deregistration of unions that fail to
follow an Industrial Commission
arder

Brian Burke, the Premier-to-be, was
advertised as a speaker at therally but
failed to show up. No explanation was
given to the crowd so very few knew
that he was at a “Decision Makers
Luncheon.™

These lunches are designed for
businesspeaple. They are party fund-
raising affairs as well as oppor-
tunities for the leadership to com-
municate with leading corporate
figures.

Burke not only snubbed the un-
ionists himself, he pressured all Party
candidates to attend the meet-the-
bosses luncheon as well.

Perhaps if more people had known
Burke's proiorities on that day they
may have held reservations about his
press statements that within two days
of taking office the amendments would

be rescinded

After seven monthsin office thelaws
are unchanged and they arenow being
used against unions.

As this article is being written there
are two big union battles being fought
in WA’s North-West.

Hamersley Iron workers are fighting
to force the company to employ their
g[aduuling apprentices for six
months. At Mount Newman they are
ﬁghtiniamund theimplementation of
the 38 hour week they won last year
but which was snatched from them by
Fraser's wage freeze.

The vital importance of these issues
is obvious and so far thousands of
workers have lost money through
strikes and stand-downs lasting
months.

The Industrial Commission i8 excer-

ciging its power and i8 proceeding
towards deregistering six unions
involved in these struggles.

Our Party leadership has stood by

Brian Burke—broken promises.

quietly while the Commission has
gone on with its union-bashing.

Indeed Federal Employment
Minister Ralph Willis went further.
According to him the fight for the
shorter work week breaches “the spirt
of the Accord.”

These workers may be in breach of
the Accord but they are certainly notin
breach of Labor principles.

They are fighting youth unemploy-
ment in the most constructive way and
they are fighting the wage freeze.

Labor on office is meant to use 118
government powers to advance such
causes not attack them. i

Especially gallingin thissituation1s
the sight of a Labor Government
hiding behind the skirts of the In-
dustrial Commission instead of stan-
ding by workers.

The new Government still has a
heavy legislative program to get
through the first sitting of Parliament.
Among these reform packages is the
controversial ban on tobacco adver-
tising.

Such items are guite good but the
Government should stop affecting a
militant pose by pushing such matters
ta the fore. The priorities need reorder-
ing. Union rights should come before
all else

‘'he obnoxious provisions of the
industrial laws should be withdrawn
immediately pending next year's
promised complete overhaul of the
legislation.

Labor Militant, October/November 1983
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south korea

Flight KALOO7 — a
review of the evidenc

_ Several months have now elapsed
since a8 Korean Air Lines Boeing 747
was shot down by a Soviet fighter on
September 1. The likelihood that the
aircraft's flight recorder will be

By Val Edwards

Member of North Auburn (NSW),
Branch and the Australiasian Society
of Engineers

recovered is now remote. It seems that
the information that has been revealed
to date about the incident is all that
will e public for years. So it's
time to assess how the Australian
mmu;mn‘l}l responded to the
T an s stan i
light of the available Emﬁ' P
The Hawke Government's reaction
to that the aircraft had been
shot own was notable forits haste, for
its uncnitical acceptance of the charges
coming from Washington, and for its
triol. At a time when the Soviet
:ih:nag l]_:]l-rlal:;t yet ackmlwledge:l that
way involved, Hawki
Goummag:: ::;e tﬁib?laz k. M:
b pted that the
jet ll:fd‘-heen shot down by nxgc::?;

airer,
i Describing the Soviet i

‘barbarous” and “an nﬁimngpgﬂwﬁg
went on to accuse the USSR of conduct
ble with decent relations
i Vi nations."”

eptember 6 the Prime Minister

tp on his earlier comments:
:.n mthenm:u ::ﬂ way they could not

political decision o shoot down a
Korean airliner as a blow against the
Seoul regime.

In their rush to line up behind
Washington, the Party leaders were
soon followed ostof the delegates
to the ACTU Congress, which met

it whil
from September 12 to 16. Right and

left-wing union officals combined to
Pass a motion cong ing the Soviet
action.

The ACTU w*' to go even furth
than Ha\'{ke.WIg;uﬂmPﬁmeNﬁnia::
had cautioned that trade and other
sanctions would not cure the “basic
problem,” and should be applied only
as a last resort,” nothing short of
m:dlgle bfamn,' would satisfy the

wing of union i
ML officialdom. The

Eeonomic Review, This
suggests that the triple inertj

navigation system that would h-.“.
guided the aircraft along the coryey
flight path was not even switched o, f
that a failure to turn a vita] swild‘ I
the required position left the ai : ,I
proceeding  along the great.ciy,
‘I;«]z::;:g it was following as it Jop

artic|p

According to the article i
h.ypnthgsis can be used to expl:‘:m.l‘:‘h':
aircraft’s aberrant course in o
siderable detail. However, the theor,
nlnorequescmetnbeljevethull-rnl;m
the plane's highly experienced i)y,
ahn‘ appalling negligence. Afte,
setting out to fly along a corridor
which takes aitliners close to top
secret Soviet military areas, they are
supposed to have failed throughoy:
this time to check their actual position
— a iask which with the inertial
navigation equipment requires n
more than pressing a button

‘The article is more successf
answering the charge that the 7-1'7”w _I|:
ml\:'nlved 1N & SpYing operatio
_"There is no provision in a 747 for
hidden cameras — which would re
quire easily detachable hatches or
in the belly — or for radar

T for
or cargo for the Soviet airline Aeroflot

8 W 03 votes.
The validity of the “facts” on which
these decisions were based searcely
appears Lo have been questioned, [ is
now clear, however, that the labo
movement leaders’ indi o

n‘_wnjhri.ug. devices. Such gear in an
aircraft which Visits a large number of
c:;]-lhan Alrports in its normal commer
;:h! work, and which is liable to have
nmﬂg;:nnd crews of many different
T wndndmng through it during
e Ledlm checks, would be quickly

cted, thus breaching security

to the tragedy was based on
warrented presumpti iite
Hg)u.se hmm mptions and White

ne of the unspoken presummpti
has been that the Swt];n Koul?mmjne:
really Wa§ an innocent stray. Of
course, this cannot be “presumed" at
1!}:everyslgniﬂ:mtnrtictewntlenﬂn
:he tragedy has conceded that given
e sophistication of modern

COnge-

I . and
checks_ required of pilots ti}i:'irrl;imlnh?:
Toute, it was extremely unlikely that g
créw would unknowingly stray hun.
rii;lu of lu.lumebarauo]f course.
Y anyone argues that fli
did not fly over key Swg;tm
bases in Kamchatka and Sakhalin

sned by g is could have

be intriguing tolearn howmm'l;
b ist that
aireraft navigation eqn.il:n:nenl:‘Dl;‘;:::I
breaks down a]s? argue that nuclear
mmplanu can't blow up,)
o ﬂlmml. impressive attempl Lo
at the overflight wag acciden-
mmelaq theform of an article in
188ue of the Far Fastern

Sheer practical 3
A e ruit:lst:l.xlt this aspect
One suggestion that -hns not been
:!fur»egi‘ however, is that the plane's
;D pilots, hoth former officers of the
pa:tt!l Knrea_n Air Force, were taking
b ';lﬁn deliberate Provocation aimed
Siviie A';fnlhe effectiveness of the
) Ufea:lceSyltgm, or perhaps
l.hmat mﬁ an international incident
polil® sih used for reactionary
chioxiie ll]?ll 5. This suggestion is
i :fl.Y more believable than the
i flight-deck anarchy and
=y ess  that must accompany
Bovi:ll.lgm' ment that the incurgion into

¢ IabybaCe Was unintended.

i wlu:," movement leaders’ ver-
007 alin ey, NABPened to flight KAL
ilemgll ﬂlntl.alm another contentious
br i id.e:tig; Soviel Air Defence
ivilian e the intruder as o

ci
down. Here, th shooting it
something quil.: mﬂfzﬂh indicate

According to a

\ New i
article quoted in the s A TI?‘“
Herald on October By us’;:f:ﬁr.ggrﬁ
Soviet Air Defence i Aen that
S}wl.h Korean jet wl‘::l:_l‘lnmllﬂ mk_‘nW{ J
plane before a Soviet ﬁ!htek"!ﬁrn?:tl.

~ about
. Australian Government's uncritical

experts now believe the Rus-
SU-15 fighter was below and
the passenger plane,” the Sun

ferald reported, *'and because it would
difficult to identify the plane from

it position the pilot did not know
kind of plane he was shooting at
rding to the Times, many of
nalysts now suspect the Soviet
lefence command thought the SU-
& tracking a smaller RC-135 US
‘Force reconnaissance plane and

airliner.
e LIS has already confirmed that

emerges from these
tements is a scenario in which the
viet military commanders acted not
h the calculated savagery ascribed
them by Reagan and Hawke, but
a clumsy haste born of in-
ompetence and panic,
The US intellegence experts’
lations. show that the Reagan
istration was deliberately lying
enitclaimed in the days immediate-
after the tragedy to have “incon-
avertable evidence” proving that the
oviet authorities knew they were
ealing with an airliner. No such
‘evidence existed.
When Hawke and Hayden placed
‘their unquestioning trust in the White
House, they seem to have forgotten
Watergate. Similarly, the

acceptance of Reagan's claims recalls
Hawke's blanket support for US

" policies in Central America. Like that

position, the ALP leadership's backing

. for Reagan in this instance is a time-

bomb for the Australian labour move-
ment.

Trying to outdo the Us President’s
anti-Soviet thetoric might leave local
reactionaries unable to score points off
the Labour Government in the short

term. But Hawke has deflected these
shots at the expense of throwing
Australia’s not inconsiderable weight
behind a campaign of cold war
hysteria which threatens the life of
every human being.

If life has become dramatically more
dangerous for all of us in the last few
months, it is not because the Soviet
Union has acquired the taste for
“massacres in the air”. but because the
US leaders have leapt on the airliner
incident as the excuse they need for a
massive new round of war
preparations.

Only two weeks after the airliner
was downed, a Defence Ap-
propriations Bill that was expected to
encounter heated ecriticism in the US

Congress sailed through with little
opposition. The Bill provided for

another major boost in war spending
to a total of US$187.5 billion. Accor-
ding to one calculation, this sum is

comparable to the entire annua
production of goods and servicesin al
of Black Africa.

The Bill alsu overturned a li-year

old ban on the production of nuclear

weapons, including nerve gas. g
Reagan now appears to have avoid

ed the temptation to use the airliner
incident as a pretext for scuttling

arms-control negotiations. But it 1

evident that the Administration is
profiting from the furore surrounding

the downing of the airliner to Hush al
intransigent line both in the Stategl

Arms talks, and in the INK (In-  how
termediate Nuclear Forces) talks in
Geneva. The US has threatened that
unless there is a breakthrough in the
latter talks, it will begin in December

to deploy the first of 572 Pershing

missles planned for Western Europe.
This action would arguably repre-

sent the most dangerous escalation of

the nuclear arms race since the first

atomic bomb was detonated. The
Pershing Ils would wipe out Soviet
missiles within five minutes of being
launched—meaning that if Sowiet
commanders receive signals
suggesting that a nuclear attack is
under way, they will not be able to wait
around to determine if the alarm is
false before retaliating
The Reagan Administration has
also been pushing for months to win
congressional approval for building
and deploying the giant MX long-
range missiles, The hysterical cam-
paign around the Korean airliner is
being used to intimidate liberal op-
ponents of this deadly scheme. As a
result, Newsweek observed during
September, “Reagan’s plans to
produce the MX missiles and beef up
other defence programs . . . seem tobe
headed for friendlier hearings.”

These “other programs” include the
B-1 bomber, the initial funding for the
“Star Wars” laser missile defence
scheme.

The hate campaign against the
Soviet Union has also been used as a
bludgeon against the broader peace
movement in the US and infer-
nationally, at a time when the Reagan
Administration is stepping up its
aggression in  Central America.
“Those who have been beating up on
Reagan's freedom fighters in
Nicaragua will be quieter for a while
now,” a key Congressional aide is
reported to have said

Obviously, there is no way that any
concession to such a campaign as this
can be in the interests of the working
class. But Hawke, Hayden, and the
ACTU leaders have not merely ap-

proved this war fever; they have

actually set out to spread it throughout
the country. In the process, they have
left the Australian labour movement
in a much weaker position before the
antilabour forces than might have
been the case.
1f the Federal Government and the
- ACTU had reacted critically an
skeptically to the media tub-thumping,
and gone on to campaign against the

I
I

- imperialist arms binge unleashed on .

the basis of the airliner incident,
reactionaries in this country would
have responded with howls of rage,
But the mass of the labour movement
would have received something which
n  Hawke refuses to provide them with —
¢ a political education in the realities of
imperialist uses threats,
provocations and slanders to press
ahead in its drive to war. A great deal
of popular confusion as to the cause of
the war danger could have been
Il dispelled. And when as has now
happened, the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s lies came unstuck, the
Liberal Party in this country would
have been exposed as the ruthless war-

8
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plutions and an emergency
blution adopted by the Six-
th Congress of the Socialist
ternational held in Portugal
er this year
The Congress was originally to
e held in Sydney last Easter but

d to be shifted owing totheearly
leral election.
e ALP is a member party of
% International. It is important
the Party membership to be
are of the content of the
lutions adopted by Congress.

The Socialist International

breiterates its support for the fight for

democracy. soci stice and human

rights in Latin Amenca

The Socialist International reaf-
firms its increasing preoccupation
with the widespread and dangerous
crisis in Central America and the

~ Caribbean.

The policies of the Reagan Ad-
ministration have seriously
aggravated an already difficult and
dangerous situation. The Socialist
International supports the forces in

4
ainst attacks.

national condemns all 1
violations, whatever the political com- oo omie recovery and Social justice 8

Emergency resolution on
Nicaragua

The Sl:;\[z‘l'l\s;'fzzelfn‘s:‘lu‘rgealic;_\p[gumses and peace in Central America as 500D
affairs of ;:5’ z‘:r:ie‘!:l;; pl’i‘-’“r?ullarl::r- lbe offer made by the Soc ialist Party of
vasions of mercenary forces in recent France to host the conference

weeks and days into
Honduras. It urges sy
i,m“::d?::c'\; a::?nd‘]?;‘l ]:Elal‘};:;em Guatemala, El Salvador, Haiti, Chile,
States ¢ E: Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina
related to _ this violation of the .o ceumed control over the whole

latin america

3 b;cw,lzstlnternatwnal ;

America

plexion of the regime 1n guestion.

‘We support the struggle of the FDR
and its leader, Guillermo Ungo,
Secretary-General of our member par-
ty MNR in Salvador.

We fully support the FDR/FMLN
call for areal, negotiated settlement, in
order to bring about an end to the
killings, and to achieve real peace and
democracy

We reiterate our support for the
Nicaraguan revolution, because we
support the democratic aims of that
revolution, ideological pluralism, non-
alignment and a mixed economy. We

hope that this country will be able to

follow its own independent course.
Therefore, we firmly oppose and
reject all the attempts to destabilise

Nicaragua. We condemn the external

aggression of which it 18 the victim

today. We ask for direct negotiations
between Honduras and Nicaragua to
stop the incursions from Honduran
territory into Nicaragua, and we
support the Contadora peace in-
itiatives of Colombia, Venezuela, Pan-
ama and Mexico, which could bring a

the Ligl‘w(r{ States, inside .znd.\;u-l-‘\’d: genuine Latin erican solution to
| us by ""me”q‘m“‘r" G the many different problems which are
policies of massive mi
to the repressive Tegl

negotiated and peac

assistance  p.cing the area.

s andl {RVORED In the case of Grenada, the Socialist
settlement I poeernational again adheres to the
principles of gelf-determination and

: Socialist [m“r,m"'";nlahlm“; therefore opposes any attempts by the
firms its commitment to polibca’ &% Reagan Administration to destabilise

economic democracy, n
social justice. The Socialist Inter-  [ptermational givesits full supporttoa

human Trights 1. situation in the country. The
human rights  gomocratic development based upon

indicated by the New Jewel Move-
ment.

BT B The Congress reiterates the

recommendation made at the Bureau
meeting in Basle in November 1982 to
hold a Socialist International con-
ference on non-intervention, stability

2 as possible, and accepts with gratitude

Military and oligarchic regimes that
th::‘a“m%‘;: Zuﬂm exist in various Latin American an
P Caribbean countries such as In

integrity of NICATaRUA jir, of their countries; this control
Nicaraguarn peoplemuslbe includes military tribunals and mar-

left free to implement their commit- 1 oours, the use of summary
ment to non-alignment and a pluralist procedures and arbitrary detention.

democracy.

The Socialist International strongly
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return them to certain death.
a:“li' Paraguay’s Stroessner and

‘abertura’ in Bragil will | #a
datics ot eadmnﬁl}

military reg an
pledges to increase its political and

ﬁ)l'ih d =
forces in those countries.

The Socialist International is preoc-
cupied with the grave human rights
violations in Surinam, and urges a
return to a non-violent process of
democratisation in that country.

As we the :

It con.
gratulates the PDT of Leo iz0)
and the massive victory nf&eulpn@ml
the state of Rio de Janeiro, andmeijﬂ
?dvan%es of the PMDB as a step
forward in thi c .
o 1n this pmcsﬂﬂfdw

However, it views with great
gnd alarm the brospect that

2 e e tenth
sary of the brutal Pinochet regime.
lnﬁnhuﬂnle;nlﬁnpd Temains ﬁn:nhl;

solidarity with the
Eﬂw people, whose suffering has

es subjected unrl
to
mddmmd.mp?mp'

of every citizen of Chile,
U and i

Processesin Lati; i
and the Caribbean will be r::wmud'if
themﬂresent economic situation
g:nocr:'ti aél‘d d]m:ounm as  anti-
c the policies imposed by the
IMF, which :
exil . must be seen as an
_ Massive devaluation been
L s e
s ards of living of the 1
the region. The cuts in pmpu!.unnlﬁ
:mméwm by governments are not
ptable measures and must be

an
the same applies to the decreases in
export prices which are the main
factors leading to ruin and misery in
l.a_il.:;: A.nn:anula and the Caribbean.
e ialist Int o ST

world to both countries, in order ng
‘endanger the democratic insmumi:::
and the welfare of the people. =
:l’he Socialist International is cop
‘seious that most Latin American ang
ribbean countries have reacheq
their borrowing limits and therefor,
supports the initiative aimed at devis.
ing a mulitilateral formula to over
come jointly the external debt of the
region, which already exceeds 300
000 million US dollars.

. The Socialist International is fully
aware that in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and in the Third Warld
large, there are discussions concerning
strategies of confrontation—one of
which could be a unilateral freeze of
payments on external debts—uwhich,
would produce a world economi
catastrophe and which would have
been provoked by sheer despair an|
de]u_ulwn by the developing countries
in vain for international

justice.
nms,__ 3 it fully supports the
ilgprth&ulh_mn]dm]ogue leading to a m']vk
economic order, which
% not only promote justice ar(xr
equahity in the Third World but would
also free the industrialised countrics
from the present stagnant world

The Socialist International also
upon all its member parties.
| .- ly those parties in govern
flent, to support and to promote efforts

fqvaur of the economic integration

American and Caribbean

ful and negotiated settl; t
hm '?::d t‘haﬁI;nimd Nations

De 1in finding a perma-
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er nations in
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; I or territorial dis-
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‘The Socialist Peaceful settlement
the i t international s ris
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In government, Luis

and Salvador Jorge éla?:? n'::;nls;
member pall'tia}-; PLN and PRD, in

struggle to overco

financial difficulties ﬂ:; :;?E:::;
and therefore appeals that special
attention is given by the developed
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ant reports concerning
ere tabled in Federal
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of the bipartisan delega
ted Bast Timor for four
in
August, was
Parliament on September
its main findings are most
seribed as fraudulent
before the delegation had
justralia, Jakarta had made
itly clear that the touring
ld be acccorded the status of
g only. Under no cir-
would the group be con
investigative, with the brief
ission of inguiry. By a
et of free choice” in 1976 the
liament imposed by In-
idecided to seek intergration
Indonesian Republic, thus
maintains that events in East
internal matters.
Wen the membership of the
included four known sup
tof Indonesia’s claim to rule
imor, it was predictablet at the
Wwould be little more than a
The delegation consisted of
son (Lab. NSW), Don Dobie
), Manfred Cross (Lab. Qld),
David McGibbon (Lib. Qld),
ator Gordon Mclntosh (lab

g statement 1n

in its evaluations and

| that the report was im
mistic and failed to reach sound

oF and the way the visit was stage

ed by the Autho {
ple official interpreters a
provided by the Indone:
ernment accompanied the del

a

and uncensored speech.
he majority report blandly

esian  was making

tor Mclntosh issued a five page
which he
ed the main report as “tenden-
superficial and at times mis-

. Melntosh™ quite pru[lrrl._\

d assessments because of the
period of time spent in East

ti For

the delegation wherever it went—
dly a move designed to encourage

an-
iced that the military situation
“quite refaxed” and that In
! admirable
in improving the quality of

in East Timor. Importantly, it also
recommended that an Australian vote
in favour of any resolution at the

Self-determination —
conflicting

1875 Fretilin mobilisation in Dili.

in-

United Nations supporting
dependence for East Timor not be
made because it “will make no
difference”. In this cynical style the
report dismisses the inalienable right
of the Maubere people of East Timor to
self-determination and independence.

There is no body or forum of inter-
national opinion that considers a free
determination to have taken
place in East Timor. In its founding
charter the United Nations holds this
principle to be one of the most fun-
damental human rights to be
guaranteed to any people and it has
consistently called for such an act to
happen in East Timor. Yet, on the
basis of dubious evidence, these four
parliamentarians have argued that
L principle is of no particular
significance to East Timorese. The
attitudes expressed in the Morrison
report are essentially a rationalisation
for maintaining good relations with
the Suharto regime.

There are four main arguments
used in the report to misrepresent the
situation in East Timor.

1. Indonesian Authorities are in full
control while Fretilin has been
eliminated except for small nuisance
value groups.

2. The development of the territory's
‘d]un-fh.r!mn.andh&a]lh-lnd.edllca—
n standards were impressive and

tio!

east timor

higher than in many other parts of
Indonesia

3. There were no signs of severe food
shortages or famine conditions.

4. Most East Timorese consider they
have never been so well off.

All of these assertions are suspect
and based on a highly selective range
of information.

Since 1976 Indonesia has claimed
complete effective control over East
Timor and has annually announced
the demise of Fretilin. For the delega-
tion to accept such a statement from
local authorities at face value earns
them at best the label of uncritical
observers.

Earlier this year a ceasefire was
arranged between Fretilin and Indone-
gian forces. If Fretilin's strength was
of nuisance value only then the In-
donesians would certainly have no
reason to negotiate with them. The
cease fire was still in place when the
delegation visited. Fretilin had also
guaranteed the saftey of the party
during its visit. However, to conclude
from this that the situation was “quite
relaxed” was false.

On August 8, only a few days after
the delegation’s departure, a whole
unit of Indonesian army officers were
wiped out by former Fretilin guerillas
in the Viqueque district. Fifteen troops
were killed in an uprising by detainees
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health,

, education and welfare g1y,
dards are based on information Provid
ed by local administrative officialg
Al.muat. all of this information Wag
imlmmblg to venfy. The object behiy
the provision of social services i8, in
any case, to replace the traditiong|
cultural values of the Maubere People
In Suai, for example, the delegatioy,
was told there were 27 Primary
schools, yet there was no way this
could be checked. Students in 8chools
in East Timor are forbidden to speak ; n
either Portuguese or Tetum, the Joca)
language. All conversation mys: be
carried out in Bahasa Indones,
Many students have been pu nished for
not speaking in Bahasa,
genumber of teachers are arir.
personnel who ensure that no aspect of
Timorese culture or history is taught in
the education system, The Authorities
have closed down all mission schools
Since the invasion nearly all the
population has been forced to abandon
their villages and live in resettlement
zones. Here they are unable to produce
sufficient food for their needs on the
tiny plots of_land available. They are
thus forced into a dependency situs
tion upon the army who distribute a]|
food and supplies from overseas, The
Potential for widespread hunger and
starvation is constant,
Thp delegation recorded that in
Shueklfrt;m at least 10 per cent of the
N they saw were severely
Ene.]al]:'::m- Many had distended
The military's 8trict control over the
!\']?lrz;o‘f}{l)_od iui:d medicine is used u(J
Eir ru i
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the 1 ;ﬂgegzl‘fnt stray away

‘ o g reach areas
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i i use of
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r that Ind inst Fretilin, It i The most be:iw'r.‘?h 5
onesia faces popular g 08 failure of

cgation wag thay it did not in-

opposition and the situatipn in
anything but “relaxed”.
The delegation's discussion of

it is apparent they would
[ that there is little support
tion of East Timor into
an republic.
d report, from the Senate
ommittee on Foreign Af-
Defence, was tabled on
8. The terms of reference of

: . The recommen-
ntained in this report con-
ly with the findings of the

and annexation of East
Indonesia was an illegal act.
ced the so-called act of self
aon by which Indonesia
ast Timor was incorporated in
failing to meet “accepted
national legal criteria for such an
‘Accordingly, it recommended
Australia vote against Indonesia
g United Nations on the question
Timor. It further recommended
ntil an internationally super-
plebesite occurs, Australia
ld oppose any action which en-
Indonesia’s claim to rule East
It noted that mulitary
jons by invading forces led to
tensive famine in 1978-79, and
the East Timorese have been
cted to systematic and brutal
ons of their basic human rights
ng the course of its inquiry, the
nittee received 218 submissions,
ing 28 from overseas. Three of
ix Committee members—all the
gition members—presented a
ity report. This was the first time

that any Senate Committee had split
down the middle on an issue since the
introduction of the Standing Com-
mittee system in 1971. The dissenting
report described the tabling of a report
critical of Indonesia’s conduct as
Virresponsible” and “detrimental to
the national interest”. The deaths of
some 20,000 East Timorese are thus
dismissed as inconsequential,

Much evidence to the Committes
was given in camera by Timorese
refugees who feared reprisals for their
families and relatives still living in
Last ‘limor. Hy their consent excerpts
of their submissions have now been
made public. Especially interesting
are comments about the way visits to
East Timor are stage managed. One
person referred to a document he had
seen which specified which army units
were “to take responsibilty for each
area when the ambassadors and
journalists came to Timor in 1978. It
also said that army members would
dress up in plain clothes— this was to
keep the Timorese under watch and to
make up the numbers to welcome the
delegation and yell out “Viva In-
donesia”. Another person testified
that “The Indonesians are skilled in
outwitting the foreign delegations that
come ‘to see’, who are shown only what
is intended and not the reality. We do
not know for certain who the In-
donesians fool but they have no
success with the Timorese. .. .War
tanks, armoured cars and other war
material is carefully hidden out-
side (Dili) in village centres that will
not be visited. The population is forced
at gunpoint to go and make displays of
happiness and give ‘hurrahs' agreeing
with Indonesian integration.”

Especially poignant are the words of
one refugee who complained that

“People who come to Timor for only
two or three days cannot understand
all the things going on in Timor. They
see only good things which the In-
donesians point out to them. They do
not see the bad things which the
Indonesians have buried at the back.
They do not understand all the evil
which the Indonesians have done
since the day of their arrival. . . .
People should know which of their
words are lies, (like) when the In-
donesians shut the hunger inside
Timeor, so that all the world will not

know, especially everyone in
Australia. . . . Now in this time of
difficulty for Timor, Australian

vigitors united their words with the
Indonesians, making the people of
Timor suffer even more.”

It now appears certain that there
will be no debate on East Timor at the
United Nations this year. According to
the resolution adented by UN General
assembly last year the UN General
Secretary, Javier Perezde Cuellar, was
to report to this year's meeting of the
UN on the developments concerning
East Timor. Instead he decided to
postpone his report for one year
because of unspecified ‘‘recent
developments”. Following this the
Assembly’s Steering Committee
proposed that debate on the item be

held over untill next year On
September 23  the full Assembly
ratified the decision. The *recent

developments” referred to are the
ceasefire arrangements which have
now broken down.

Even so, itisclear that the UN hopes
that the cancellation of debate at the
General Assembly will assist in the
resumption of negotiations which it
believes may create a peaceful settle-
ment.

.: The Secretary
| AETA

PO Box 93
Fit=ray, Victoria, 3065

Please find enclosed cheque / money order for $_____ *,

Australia-East Timor Association

he most effective way of supporting the people of East Timor is through joining the
Australia-East Timor Association and participating in its activities.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Individuals $5.00

Low Income $2.50
Organisations $20.00

being one year's

subscription to AETA, plus § donation.
NAME ADDRESS POSTCODE
TELEPHONE ( Work ) ( Home )
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of a world-wide movement of support
for the implementation of democratic
governments and opposition to fascist
dictatorships in Central America.

Our task must be to build publie
support for Nicaragua, El Salvador
and Chile and all countries struggling
for freedom in Central America.

The mobilisation of support in the
Australian Trade Unions, the

ii—and they donot now in their
and devious plots to
W the peoples’ Government of

American people will not
another Vietnam in Central
The peoples of the World will
lerate another Vietnam in

anish people fought
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interference to preserve frozen
patterns of corrupt past, we shall
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industrial

The nationalisation debate

With the Hawke Government hav- workers in their own interests ﬂ?e
ing recently handed down its multi-  industry was run by the same big
i pack o i interests as before and

million dollar
BHP, th jon of nationalisation is fore had the same problems. They
onee again sharply p ran British Steel in the way that would

osed.

To many this is an academic dis-  yield the best profits to private enter-
cussion, a leisurely political debate,  prise. Their methods included the
but to those who live in the “steel  investment of huge sums of public
cities'—Wollongong and Newcastle,it  monies to rationalise some sectors
has a grim reality. whilst slashing thousands of jobs; the

12,000 jobs lost, should BHP be  separation of profitable from un-
nationalised” was the title of a public  profitable processes and the
forum organised in Newcastle by the denationalisation back to private
Labor Resources Group and the Mili-  industry of the most profitable sectors;

tant Action Campaign. etc.
She contrasted the experience of
British steel with the example of the
By Jane Beckman workers at Lucas Aerospace with
Member of the Newcastle (NSW) whom she had worked closely when
Branch she had heen a County Councillor in

Britain.
These workers, faced with a
The forum was an attempttoopenup ~ rationalisation plan from the com-
among the forces on the Left, pany that threatened thousands of
s inside and outside the Labor Party, to 1008, set up a Combine Committee of

Australian railways,

The last speaker was David Samp-
son, from the Militant Action Cam-
paign, a rank and file grouping which
challenged the right wing leadership
of the Federated Ironworkers Associa-
tion last year.

Central to their platform was the
demand to nationalise all of BHP's
enterprises under workers’ control.
While putting forward demands
for shorter hours, safer conditions and
a fight back on wages and for a
democratic union, they argued that
there was no real solution for workers
if they wanted to protect their jobs and
conditions, other than nationalisa
tion.

Sampson pointed out that because
nationalisation is the only solution the
task contronting progressive forces in
the unions and the ALP is to unite and
build support for nationalisation
among workers. Many workers felt
that nationalisation could not work

\get some discussion in the Labour all workers on the plant to decide how
movement of events already taking theycould runtheindustry effectively.
place. : _This was a workforce that produced
: ‘Should a company like BHP which  high technology equipment. In a short
time these] wu:;ker:a had devised a
i corporate plan to produce 150 produ,

s like gas and oil, now seperate that would meet the needs Dl; W;{:
':hg division losses from the 1n Britain and underdeveloped coun-
tries. These included equipment for
) led children, a ble life sup-

system, energy conservin;
cells and a new kidney mauhines. 3
The process of setting up the Com-
mittee and devising the plan involved
rs of Liberal handouts, ~ the highest technology experts with
and subsidies to BHP, the workers on the shop floor and
further in the faceof | deliberately drew in other workers and
the trade union movement.The plan
waen't taken up by the bosses, of
zme, but it proved m:t workers
n, create an oducs
products that serve the mer'miael
wluw;:llnnfa&ug;giogs, These are

les he British experi

Ghnih‘. cm McDonald shunzd.mnw
_Jim Comerford, an ex-miners’ leader
d o, - ker at the

after being told of the failures like
British steel.

'?hig ‘had to be reversed. As he said,
“Even if we can'timmediately win this
policy for Australian workers, we can
immediately win Australian workers
to this policy.”

Discussion that followed the three
talks reflected some of the majorissues
of concern to workers when they
consider the question of nationalisa
tion of BHP, and "centred around
Labor's assistence package.

Daryl Dawson, spokesperson from
the Communist Party of Australia,
typified a common viewpoint where
the argument goes something like this:
Yes, we are for nationalisation under
workers' control but you have to be
realistic, At present workers aren't
prepared to fight for nationalisation,
therefore if you raise this demand it
only falls on deaf ears and you are
wasting your time, worse in fact,
because you are being unrealistic, you
are in fact aiding forces like the right
wing FIA leadership. Workers will not
“hatﬂimyﬂu.mthmwm]ishnmthem.

At we luvg to do is accept the
an i

s as ve
romise” because at least we still

have a steel industry and
workers still B e
5 h“..dnh

use 1t

demobilises and disillusions workers

the BHP

e of the biggest
ernment to big
5 lian history
ties of up to §72 million a year
ayed by the Government—by
wyers’ money—over the next 5
years to secondary steel processing
companies most of which are BHP

subsidiaries.

These bounties are to ensure that
BHP's share of the market doea not fall
below B0 per cent. [t guarantees BHP a
virtual monopoly of the Australian
steel market.

The Government's stated goal in
providing this massive pay-out of
vers' money is to provide a safety
» enable BHP to proceed with its
steel modernisation program. It will
introduce new machinery and
technology that requires a reduced

will b

s an investment plan
his plan howeveris not the
more jobs but is to raise
productivity of its steel division to 280
tonnes per e ee. Currently the
productivity level is 250 tonnes per
employee.
The government, BHP and those
support the assistance package
save workers' jobs.
This is simply not true. BHP has
already announced that it will be
cutting a further 40( )-6000 jobs over
the next ten years,
As the editorial in the August 11
Financial Review noted: “The ques-
tion must be asked whether BHP has
any real intention of undertaking a
massive investment program in the
longer term despite what has been
peddled for public consumption. The
unions should also wonder if they
have been sold a pup, for the package
will not increase employment in the
industry. In the absence of such an
investment program  productivity
rises, if they are to be significant, will
have to come from reducing employ-
ment by rationalising work prae-
tices..."

Of course this is what BHP will
do, using public monies as a
launching pad.

As was made clear in discussion,
protectionism is a very short term,
short sighted policy. As a solution to
rising unemployment it provides no
guaraniees. If unemployment is to be
effectively countered then nationalisa
tion is the policy which must be
pursued. Discussions like the Newcas-
tle forum begin the process of raising
this in the labour movement.

¥ Labor Militant, October/November 1983
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western australia
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Women’s rights

The Burke Labor Government in
Western Australia announced the
appointment of a Women’s Ad-
wvisory Council on September 17.
Labor Militant spoke to one of the
mem| of the Council, Judy

Siddins, a final year apprentice
fitter and first class machinist, a
delegate to the ALP State Ex-
ecutive and a Labor Militant sup-
porter, ;

Q. Judy, what exactly
Women’s Advisory Council?
A Women's Advisory Council
consists of twenty women from a very
broad cross-gection of the community.
Its function is to advise the Premier on
matters of concern to women and as
such it has quite wide terms of

the

The Council can take up issues either
‘upon request or on its own initiative,
This allows us to take up literally any

issue of concern to women in Western

ﬁhﬂ;m:cﬂwu]an have the pawer
semil
ennhm::s throughout themszsw ::g
to produce newsletters, hl
"ﬂ“"mhﬁqnﬁunlnspmp eend
- Q) inrm;u‘%:r
e e R
)' :- n..m;’w important issue
> ‘question of repeali
 laws relating to abortion o ¢ 1P
. This has been one of the central
188ues in the women's movement for
WMM(}BJMM to me that
3 to improve the lives of
w be shallow without
fwa ‘i,:“arvathat very basic

very coutroversial in

own

al
ment to do the same,

:_:adlhe:d
d ing the years -
mmm e VThu‘ should _i:-

America tactics

ke to comment on the letter
igsi in Labor Militant

3.
claims to be making a
to debate, and also im-
pan Baxter is opposed to
at Parissi apparently does
lerstand is that his contibutions
bin terms which assist debate.
Fight article was an
k on the Sandinistas and
such committed opposition
facilitate disscussion. A lack
tructive attitude shows at

Judy Siddins,

ts.

the so-called CISCAC split he
an organisational question.
at was at issue were political
Was the formation of a
| organisation, a full time
iportant steps in

g solidarity work, or not?
DRand FMLN are examples of
ons of various groups, an impor-
in non-sectarian cooperation

Labor Wu;:el‘: e v é;lplﬂlfmi [iinioity once ity of groups with diverse
Q. Do you think this will be a v I ges. Does Parissi reject that?

L . ery We really h, ak . j I
controversial issue within the last hired, ﬁml:vf?m“é E;E] \:l:‘:r::)fi::‘tl 't ironie, just good political

Women’s Advisory Council?

A. Perhaps. The Council is very Wy e operales in a discriminatory

way, for example in areas which ey is what was atissue. Ithink the

broad and it is possible that some of n i k the Central

male : ; in attacks on the Centra
::'ﬁe:ﬂi?:hoﬁm;ﬂ s]:mrlinn bei excluding S ity o “e"“l“g"“ since that t‘m‘;
the same Iewj ::‘ 3 Dtilltldputn.nm OF course, legislation alone won't SR et correctneaqmo
T b any other medical “hm@emmmﬁm.ﬂntwimoutitwp £ a national structure with a
P ure, but I hope nat. illar national publication

can't even get to first base. Al i
:Ll:td-dnmm.innﬁon laws wem;ﬁm l:

Enm
equality of opportunity for women and

Temos.
issi states that it is ironic that
AC and RACLA now work
er. But what isironic aboutthat.

Brian Burke has certainly made it
clear that he does notintend t

repeal these laws, s
However, a number of the other

palgm to promote the idea of

i explain why these law,
hc::ﬁ’iilgi;zﬁ:fr:h;a;:n?:g ag:.ig\tr“ ho‘;:nwmen can uge g;::_n%dm g fact ishthnt twu}‘:;roups nm; e:ﬁist.
the very good policy we have. And quuﬁmmmwﬂfhﬂimpurlum ;m; SR s (TS Clw o
others are certainly committed to the icludly :ha WAC needs to look at, j E:gu : resources m: lgqm_i
repeal of these laws through their technolomy b Get U8 Women of new R pe et Lan
- b, drastically affec- ﬁiﬂgdalfillyﬂ w?:r?‘:f grnu’:;mw;?}:

mem of grou

Abortion sz Reg::nlp: nuc_hﬁ:x;.ﬂ]e
Really, if the WAC is to truly act in

the interests of women then we can'|

sidestep this issue. We have to take a

firm stand in favour of the repeal of the

n laws and advise the Govern.

?:g the r;na_e;nfmn]ug‘mem, and the

3 _ Ui f oc-
cupational health and safety. :
allv.#:év?. what are your

& A“T'}l'he Women's Advisory Council
have worked mm' e
o B -;._ long time. A lot
Yetiong e DIII:;J. \:ery high expec-

lar aims especially given the
avity of US imperialism's in-
! ition?

Allegations that the Sandinistas
and Cubans rely politically on
nism  stems from ignorance.
outing such ignorance in terms of
ld assertions does not help debate.
actly how are the Sandinistas

Q. Judy, obviously this isn't
only issue you are wneem:dl:ﬂat &:
up.

WAC takes 7 S §
e8 up, If it deci c ism? Parissi fai
AN Tt Kbt geing s Ap e A i e e
good antidiscrimination legislation forward ang _Women to move e Sandinistas and FMLN from thei
0 Very important, then i take control of our Jives $ 3 5 .
POl We en it could e s international diplomacy.

Council A very Progressive
look to, 'h._t Women everywhere can

i8 what we do, and T wil]
e Mux for that to

In writing her letter Joan Baxter
- was not trying to stifle debate, con-
trary to Parissi who jumps to that
- conclusion simply because he is

criticised. Are i without

of laws that gosome way
of discri

3 A PP PR g
strikes and jailing of socialists similar
to right-wing propaganda or not?

You have to look at the concrete

incidents and make judgements about
the nature of the strike and the context
1t occurs in. Not all strikes are

PrOgressive, in some es they are
counter revolutionary—just think of
the “pots and pans’ strike in Chile
which were used to destabilise the
Allende Government. And not all self
proclaimed socialists necessanly act
in a progressive manner. Their actions
have to be judged in the concrete
context.

Would Parissi prefer that, in order to
maintain  abstract “democracy”
strikes and political activity by
tarian groups of “socialists” under-
mine the revolution by damaging the
economy and destabilising the emerg-
ing social changes thereby assisting
the counter-revolutionaries within
Nicaragua?

Evidently Parissi believes that the
ceremonies giving land holdings to
Nicaraguan peasants are just for
show. Again some facts would be
helpful. Just where have peas
been stopped from claiming
true or not that some fac
been nationalised? Is
necessary that some factori
private hands in order ot ensure badly
needed imports and exports, especial-
ly in the face of an imperialist trade
embargo?

Parissi will have to w much more
clearly and factually wre he con-
vinces me that what he has to say
contributes to debate and struggle,

Comradely
Ross Hampton

British elections

It is always necessary to analyse
election results and the recent ones
in the United Kingdom are no excep:
tion, so it was pleasing therefore, to
read in last month's Labor Miiitant,
the excellent article giving 8o many
definite facts and figures about the
General Election there

Especially so because of the many
distortions about these elections,
which have appeared in the capitalist

ress.

3 For the truth is the actual drop in the
Conservative vote; a vote overall
which is just over 42 per cent. But
nevertheless, many more Conser-
vative Members of Parliament were
elected, and there are several reasons
for this which should be examined.

Firstly, there are the recent boun-
dary changes which have altered
voting patterns so much; Tony Benn
himself was a victim of these boundary

letters

changes and his loss is a real tragedy
for the Labour Party, as well as for his
electorate, which he has served so well
and faithfully for over thirty years.

As well as the boundary changes,
there has been a split in the nro-
conservative vote, caused by the ror-
mation of the Social Democratic Party;
right-wing Labour members
who now ally themselves and feel
closer to the Liberal Party, but are, in
many repects, more to the right of the
Liberal Party.

But this split would not have affected
the Labour Party if it had been united;
the Right-wing has consistently under-
mined voters’ confidence by verbal
attacks in the left-wing members and
publicly disassociating themselves
with many aspects of the Labour
Platform and openly suggesting that
they would not be obliged to honour
Party decisions and resolutions passed

by Conference.

This behaviour was the single, most
devastating blow to the Labour Party,
and combined with other aspects,
ensured a Conservative victory in a
country where the majority of voters
rejected Mrs. Thatcher's Government.

For the voting system is not com-
pulsory and allows people the
democratic right of withholding their
vote if they are dissatisfied with the
choices, and in this case, many
traditional Labour voters felt this lack
of cohesion and clear cut election
programme, and exercised their op-
tion

Winning is only successful if it is
accompanied by clear cut socialist
policies, and now is the time to work
towards these with a united effort, and
one voice, so that when the first by-
elections are held, Labour will make a
start towards gaining control.

But a united effort and one voice
means honouring Conferenece
decisions and being seen to work
towards these resolutions; never has
the time been more urgent than for
these decisions to be put into effect, for
when the first one, that of unilateral
disarmament is taken, the rest, in-

cluding withdrawal from the common’

market will follow automatically.

For if the yoke of the US war
machine could be lifted from the
shoulders of the British people,
economic conditions would immediate-
ly improve, and welfare, instead of
warships, would be the priority.

These are the goals for the Labour
Pa;tg and their supporters and the
good fight is only now beginning.

Irene Robson
Coburg Branch,
Victora.

Labor Militant, OctoberN ovember 1983
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nsw.

Party democracy strangled

Atthe end of 1982, the ALP National
Executive set up a subcommittee to

i tigate the systems of p

used in the NSW Branch for the selec-
tion of candidates for upper and lower
houses of both State and Federal

Federal intervention represent a
significant victory for the Left in
NSW? What does it say about the
strategy of the Steering Committee?
In the first place, it is important to
point out that theiu\lc;_n;fwhat system

Now the sub ee
il

far g for the

ks Erichad s e

its report and the National Executive
18 expected to decide by the end of the
year.

By Martin Tuck
Member of Leichhardt (NSW)
branch

This tentative form of Federal in-
tervention in the affairs of the NSW
w follows years of faction

ting within the Branch overmoves
by the rightwing Centre Unity group-

upper house is hardly central for
radically transforming the nature of
the ALF. Certainly a more dfm’ncru‘sic

six months of the Hawke Government
shows this up clearly with the blatant
flouting of policy on Sinai troops, aid
to Vietnam, East Timor etc, ete.

~ Parliamentarians must be bound to
carry out party policy — as determined
by democratically-structured con-
ferences — and should be subject to
recall if not performing to the satisfac-
tion of those in the labour movement

system than the current j
boys procedures would be an improve-
ment. But upper houses are already
widely discredited—especially since
the sacking of the Whitlam Govern-
ment showed what they could be used
for. The ALP Left should really still be

whose i they are d to
represent. This is a fundamental
feature of a democratically func-
tioning Party.

Th:gfa:lmthm a form of federal
intervention in NSW has now taken
place indicates that the National
[Executive has been put under a lot of

campaigning for the abolition of all
such ch —a go hieved in
Queensland many years ago.

The truth is that the Steering Com-
F\itwe leaders want to retain the

Caucus with rightwingers from the

upper house (Legislative Conneil).

1977 ﬂI_!‘Imt: of proportional
1 lecti f

ive Council as long asitcan
used as a channel to get them into
parliament. And that is why they are

(e‘ampn.lgm.ng to get more Steering

lor e 0]
the Legislative Coun-
laced by a syatem of winner
 naturally favours the
Unity faction.

change was rammed
erence opening the
er house
L

i

piropor-
‘the

contained some component of trade
‘advance,
e

Legislative Counl, miher heving 1
gislative Council, rather having it
abolished.

The question of how lower house
candidates are pr is a more
important one and raises a number of
important points about the nature of
the Party,

On the face of it, the current branch
;ume.lnctipn eystem might seem more
democratic than a college system.
However, an important inadequacy of
the current system is that members of
trade unions affilated to the ALP do

to clean up operations in
NSW.

The organisational offensive of the
Centre Unity Faction, launched by its
leading figure, Paul Keating, in late
18981, met significant resistance in the
ranks of the Party branches. The most
blatant component of that offensive
was the withdrawal of the charters of
several inner-city bran that were
begining to escape rightwing control.
And this led to a campaign, including
a couple of sizeable membership
meetings, which lobbied for Federal
intervention to overturn the
bumumﬁg manoeuvres of Keating

and his allies.

The rank-and-file ALP Membership
Defence Committee which grew out of
that campaign was eventually and
dellberal:elg sabotaged by leaders of
the Steering Commitiee, These
careerists were disturbed by the in-

d the Ci i and

::mt_hlvef h influence at all on the
ice of 1i e
didates. i i

A system which gave union
members the right to vote in electorate
ballots, or a college system which

union opinion l:nu_Lli therefore be an

h ‘ _ it might prevent them
negotiating a compromise deal with
the leaders of Centre Unity.

The strategy of the Steering Com-

mittee in the face of rightwing attacks
has traditionally become one of wag-
ing & short campaign in the Party
ranks in order to establish a bargain-

pf:'ﬂle labour mi;:menl ahoul:lvl?:

d by both wings of the labour
g exact ety

ing
Centre Unity rivals, On each -
sion they ]:s: more mun;c ar?:rg:e

Lo strike a deal with their

best be achieved,
d represent a
of the opinions of

further

stitutionalised. But they maintain

;h::‘h:‘;vr;te:mfaom as  “official”
I tance, the Steering Com-

mittee strategy

federal i e

practices in

reésulted in limited
on. Yet, the suspend-

opportunity sinking with it.
ed themselves in a number of
anches and in the Elizabeth
e Electorate Council.
the 1983 State Conference a
ther round of rule changes designed
strengthen the dor ce of the
entre Unity Faction, were pushed
ough. These include a dual set of
mhership credentialling
aures.

n order to join the NSW Branch
oday, prospective members have tugo
rough a complex “rite de passage
ned to discourage rather than

courage membership, Firstly they
aust be eredentialled by Head Otffice
to be admitted to the Part! hen they
‘become members “in Limbu” — they
‘aren’t attached to any locality branch
and are isolated from the normal
functioning of Party life. To get out of
this second-class membership they
have to apply to their residentially

(d Qld ALP puster symbolises only too graphi
ttered working-class platform aboufto be sculli

cally the reality {
led and prosperity and

appropriate branch, be credentialled
yet again, and finally, after the
passage of a minimum three l\\,lour
months, may be admitted to full Party
life,

You don't have to be a genius to see
the possible abuses of such a system.

The implications for such rule
changes are clear, particularly when it
is taken into account that 18 mnnth:
ago the Centre Unity officers gane
themselves the right to expel any
member of the Party who raises
questions of Party practice or policy in
public. (This rule has already been
used to expel one member for defen-
ding Party policy against lr_\_u sending
of Australian troops to the Sinai when
the local ALP Member of Parliament

sk the upposite stance.)
b ‘I'he Ism.ﬁ;ll’ Centre Unity democratjlc
abuse came with the round of preselec-
tion nominations for State seats in

October this year. The Administrative
Committee, voting on straight fac
tional lines, refused endorsement of
the nomination by Belinda Weaver for
the Sydney seat of Elizabeth against
the sitting member, the Minister for
Industrial Relations, Pat Hills. In
order for Hills to renominate the
retiring age restrictions had to be
waived

Weaver, the only left nominee and
sole opposition for Hills, was not
refused endorsement because of any
breach of Party rules, but simply,
according to the Sydney Mormung
Herald, because, as Steve Loosely, the
NSW State Secretary stated:

“information in a pamphlet issued
by Ms Weaver constituted ‘a direct,
deplorable and unsubstantiated at-
tack on the Wran Labor Government
and as such is totally unacceptable.

“In the pamphlet Ms Weaver sum-
marised ‘Wran's record’ as Australia's
highest unemployment, savage cutsin
spending, attacks on trade unionists,
support for the wage freeze and prices
and incomes accord,raising Housing
(ommission rents and increasing
subsidies to private enterprise.”

The oftending pamphlet was part of
Ms Weaver's election campaign and
was circulated only inside the Party.
So now it seems that political debate
and differing opinion are to be outlaw-
ed within as well as outside the Party
— a very dangerous political prece-
dent.

When the gag rule was adopted by
Conference in 1981, leading members
of the Steering Committee an_nnqnped
that they saw no difficulty in living
with it. That may be true for them .hut
genuine pro-working cla‘sa political
opponents of the ruling Centre Unity
clique have many reasons to fear the
growing arsenal of anti-democratic
procedures that is being built up.

With the Wran government suppor-
ting wage freeze policies, attacking
rail workers, cutting health services,
education, community services, selling
out on Aboriginal land rights, and
generally promoting pro-capitalist
measures, now is the time for a
campaign for decent policies and for
Party structures and procedures that
would enable the implementation of
such policies d

The Steering Committee 1s often
willing to vote “left” butit is not even
able or willing to mount a defensive
campaign for maintaining the status

That is because the leaders of the
Steeringg Committee who have par-
ticipated in the Wran Govemment and
long praised the style and program of
that Government, are completely com-
mitted to the anti-labour golicies it 1s
pursuing. They are helping to insulate
that Government from labour move-
ment criticism of its pro-capitalist
course.

¥ Labor Militant, October/N ovember 1983
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middle east

Sinai troops out now!

Sinee this article was written the
bombing incidents which killed
some 300 US and French troops
have occurred. While such a tragic
loss of life is regretted, it does not
change in any way the political
content of this article. In fact it
makes it even more urgent.

The US now threatens to in-
crease the military activity of its
forces there. Before the bombing
there had been an escalation of the
type of military action the US
allowed their troops.

The marines had permission to
return sniper fire. Their rules of
engagement also allowed them to
call in naval gunfire and attack™
aircraft to defend their positions.
In the weeks just before the bom-
bings the White House authorised
the Navy to fire in support of a
Lebanese Army unit — not just to
defend American soldiers under

attack.

Clearly these are strange
military powers to give a
“peacekeeping”’ force.

By Irene Robson
Member of Coburg (Vic) Branch

It would be easy by watching
isil _tnluaumeth_esomﬁ‘;

;I:imhapmﬁ ..a'-l: in !_elmnnnr
protect and su) 1 it
e e i

But nothing is further from the

journalist Robert Fisk, President
Gemayel's role is clearly spelt out
when the report states:

“In open cooperation and contradic-
ting President Gemayel's claims ofthe
army’'s total impartiality
Phalangist militiamen and Lebanese
army troops now control Damour, co-
operating in setting up checkpoints
and firing positions.

“The Lebanese army is fast adding
to the tension in the region. Notonly is
it fully co-operating with the Phalange
at Damour, but fi south, it and
the Phalange are co-operating with
Israeli armoured patrols.”

And Michael Grati, military cor-
respondent - for the Israeli daily
“Haaretz" ¢onfirms initial Lebanese
radio reports of Israeli re-deployment
patrols beyond the Awaili River;
patrols equipped with tanks and ar-
mo) personnel carriers.

Before the Federal election, both Mr.
Bowen and Mr. Hayden highlighted
the dangers of our involvement with
this so called “peacekeeping ' force in
the Sinai and called repeatedly for
their withdrawal. Our Prime Minister
too, promised this in the days leading
up to the election.

For our presence there does nothing
to contribute to peace in the area; on
the contrary, it 15 helping to destroy
any hope of peace in that area, by
backing a fascistlike unpopular
re

gime.
And as well as betraying democratic
Party policy, 1t is betraying

aac

Australian helicopters “peace keeping” in the Sinai.

progressive Jewish people in Israel
who, in recognising the reactionary
nature of Zionist policies, are more and
more demonstrating for a complete
withdrawal from Lebanon.

This Jewish opposition to the Zionist
policies, started when Israel first
invaded Lebanon; it grew during the
first few days of the invasion when it
became known that thousands of
civilians had been killed, many dying
hornbly from the effects of phosphorus
bombs which burn on contact with air
and stick to the skin, and cluster
bombs, which are full of tiny bomb-like
mines. Children died in their hundreds
from these because they picked them
up thinking they were balls, and had
died or been horribly maimed.

Israeli soldiers started to refuse
service when they could no longer
stomach the genocidal Zionist purpose
employedin Lebanon and our presence
in the Sinai is a betrayal of these
soldiers, who are at present being held
prisoners for their opposition.

It is a betrayal to the brave Palesti-
nian people who refuse to give up their
fight for their homeland; their aim for
a secular, independant, democratic
State to be established once more,
where Moslem, Jewish and Christian
have equal rights and duties.

If we in the Labor Party do not raise
our voices to demand Party Policy is
adhered to, and our troops withdrawn,
we jeopardise any hopes for the people
of Lebanon. for peace in the Middle
East, and for peace in the world.




