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the wars that are already going on. From Centr;
1o the Middle East, the United States and its allj

mined to block progressive movements in order
their economic interests. This drive 1o war

Reagan increases the danger of nuclear war
i j s 3
At the beginning of this vear Labor Militant amalgamated participation as part of the U.S. war mach

Soctalist Fight The Australian Go\'ernmumdl: in a position to mal
with Socialist Fight. o P significant contributlon towards world disary 1ent
¢ or
Both these journals have been circulating in the Farlg tl removing he U.S. milltary bases and by withdrawing 1o,
ahout three years, And they have both had the same basic
. the di i the aggressive ANZUS military pact.
alms: to promote the discussion of socialist ideas and o con o oy e
1 'b.E towards the construction of a broad, socialist cur- We also insist tha PTOETESS p es mu e 3
Til ‘ﬂ e 1ot 3 by Labor on the liberation struggle in F Iva n the
ren! i : e defence of Nicaragua against U.S. agpressior —=
While the amalgamation of our journals may heli?u ed as 'iEl'd RN e o ERression, e T AT T
a modest step towards the creation of such a current, we Solidarity’s figl r
believe it is a significant one for the following reasons: the Israeli ageression in the Middle East and in favour of 1} 3
1) Our combined publication will be the only one in the rights of the Palestinian people, against the Indonesiar .
Party with a national scope and distribution. 1t will draw Cupalipn of Emlr'ﬁmor‘ In support of the anti-Marcos maon
together information and ideas from a wide range of ment in the Philippines and'on the need to make reparati
SOUTCEes; o \’I(‘II‘J:l_!T]: i . 1. Letters
2 By combining our resources we can improve the quality Labor is in (_'0\‘ell‘nm9|]1jl in fqu:Stutr's .wml federally. Ye 4 "
f rlicles, the range of issues covered, and the distribu- never before has there been a bigger gap betweer t 3 ated unions
:’lu;:urlifamz finished prgdum'. Labor policy and Government performance, let 5-7. Campaign against NCC dllo\:Etlrl[;ﬂ’“ meeting
3) This amalgamation demonsirates that we are serlous gap between perrormancg and working class infe Extracts from leaflets. Report of L
ahout building a strong Left current. gap is reflected in the imporfant debate and
Anlmportant aspect of the new Labor Militant is the open- Within the Party Branches and at Party Con €

ing up of a number of pages for debates. In these pages we
hope 1o reflect distussion that Is taking place in the Party We believe that the most free and open debate within th
around key issues. We Invite contributions from those in the Party and affiliated unions on Party policy and practice
Left who have different viewpoints lo those expressed by necessary to develop positions and actions that can
supporters of Labor Militant and Socialist Fight. sent working peaple from whom Labor draws its stye
We also encourage contributions in the form of letters and But the current structutes of the Party and nev

seek to develop a broad coverage of this proc

8. NSW elections
Warning signals for Labor

9-10. Debates: Economic policy

The real alternative

TEVIEWS 1o make our journal more lively and stimulating demoeralic rules and practices prevent this. So we 1 11. Women’s conference in Q“ee%'sslaDngbate o
We also want Labor Militant 1o be a useful guide for ac- moves o democratise these structures — in particuls ) B Opposition to U.S. bases and ANZUS.
tivists in the ALP. For that reason we will continue to earry make the Parliamentarians and Party officers truly accoun Prices and Incomes Accord
contributions by organisations and commitiees that are 1able to the ranks of the unions and Branches Conf
campaigning around particular issues, and we will focus on If vou agree with these aims we encourage you to hely nal Conference
what we think can be done within the Party. finance and distribute Labor Militant. You can }!N each is 12-13- lsugnai-g\?dgbate
hTt;)v new Ladbi)l }lllltnl‘;l w \]Edrnnllnueln campaign against Sue sent by mail al a cost of 56 for 10 issues. We can als L]
the Prices and Incomes Accord. This has already resulted in make arrangements 1o have a bundle of any size majled i
culs to wages and living standards and it will not give dellvered for your branch or for you to sell. There are h For 14-15. Activist’s guide to the ALP
workers a SJ.Va',e of the limited econamic recovery now evi. costs involved in the production of a publication like I I further NSW Branch
dent. We believe capltalism remains in a deep economic and Militant so any financial comtribution will help to ensure its Coxsedge
Social eriis ex t:m;”soslan:t measures are necessary fo  conlinued regular appearance information 17-18. Interview with Joan Coxsedg
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~letters to L.M.

Greenham
Common

Dear Edltor,

I have recently
returned from England,
where T visited the
Greenham Common
camp. Because of recent
‘moves to evict the women
from the Common It is
important that
Australlans are aware of
the camp and offer our
Support to the women.

It Is remarkable that
the protest at the once
beautiful Greenham
Common has continued
for over two long years,
and that the small hn'r
lmj o g ETOUp of women

ng outside the

Perimeter of the base con-
tinue to endure the most
appalling conditions of In-
adequate shelter, bitter
cold, constant ap.
tagonlsm, rain and In-
credible dally hardshi,

In spite of these condl.
tons, and the two hour
coach trip from London

St:m in Melbourne
uch an alternative strate,

what should

:ihel’dm and
En will hold

d 23 at the umVI.s;"I,?ﬁg

the day of protest on

December 11, 1983 at-
tracted over 30,000
women.

It was predominantly a
day of peaceful protest;
women weaved the
golden autumn ferns and
branches Into peace sym-
bals and attached them to
the wire fencing, and the
eerle silence was broken
every hour by an
oc;luheslra of sound, In an
attempt to express
"",9"‘[“"""?? L

rlor to the prot
Heseltine amul?ednli:g
he would not guarantee
that protestors would not
be shot when Intruding
onto military bases,
Women have complained
that they have been
beaten with metal sticks
by soldlers at Greenham
and the Home Office
denled that It had set a
Pprecedent by awarding
an exira 1.5 million
pounds 1o the Thames
Vl‘iliy Police.
uge majos

protestors ap;;:gdn:e'g:
middle elass women
many of whom were

Social Rights Confe

As part of the d
ebate around
ative econemi, ategy
;ﬂnﬂ, the Soclal nf;:,t; (;mm
erence hetween April 20 ..’:

make up an
Incomes Ac-

vast majority o the population. 1t ey LA Benefits the

democratic righ

tion and support.

mational talks
:b’l‘:em! lnum:und 2
Y Mmeeting sessions,

from

of Sweden will s,

1 Ay peak on the long ex|

France will speak on th Lcountry and a iwﬂ::ﬂler:f;
i

4

The Conferenc, arr;
‘€ Arrangements w
speak i %, e il enable a wide range of
take part in rums,

lenary meet
onal speakers w‘:ﬂélﬁf::mm fhezemil

dents; v

‘mothers, concerned for
thelr children's futures. It
Is therefore a unique
protest, for it has arisen
from unique clrcum-
stances: less an lssue of
political factlons, than
one of survival. It has a
depth of commitment 1
had never before ex-
perlenced, for llke many
Australlans, I had never
. before shared the terror
of feellng so close and so
vulnerable to possible
(and probable) annihila-
ton. s
Why women? Fe
far between are “l: l:::
who share the terror of
what 1s going on.
prefer to approach the Is-
sue more "rationally."
Yet when ninety-six
Crulse Misslles are instal-

drive from London,
when one of the;em::
Eiroshimas,

oshimas, It Is 1t
vander et i1 13 oo e

h Is provokling such a
widespread, persistent
and positive response,

Clare Cox
Leichhardt.

sirategy to

NSW elections

D(;a; comrades,

ope that by the
this appears In your Ir‘Z".'
Issue that the N N‘ \“
Government Is smari(,
from an electoral defey;
Not that I can siomap
the Liberals any mo
than any of Wrap's
cronles, but it wil gl'.1:
the true workers apg
members of the N.SW
ALP a chance to get rid of
corruptable rlgh'h
Wingers so the party can
be rebullt as it should be
and as we hope other
States Branches will be in
the not-too-distant future.
Chris Bean
Balcatta Branch
WA

Letters to L.M. sh,

.M. should b.
sent to Labor Militant P[e]
m:t 372 Broadway, NSW

7. Please keep them
:::snnh!y short so we
llbln‘.‘ t a5 many as pos-

rence

pursue in the
number of ALP ALP around the Accord. So far a

members

have endorsed the Conference in

cluding Jill Hickson,
President of WA Labor Women's

0
ol S
ictorian

R ; m ';nl State Executive membe
dexis; | banese, B resldent Council of ALP Stu-
and Cralg e ncillors Kevin Healey, Joe

o' Kave and a number of others,

ches,

endorsed the Conference include

workshops, infor.

ture in separate

and plan
1n the inf
and/or mgnt:';
1
g 10sy

NSW 2012,

some
officals, a wide range of union

the most prominent are: o ‘
ation; Nerm q.“:r:ﬁe;lenny I
s

Unemployed Pe
aples U
depends on activists clé?rf?:é
l:nrlltemallve economic
i of working people. If you
ase contact Tony Forward
or Reihana Mohideen in
ll:-’ write to PO Box 363,
gistration forms are now

will be provided.

victoria
Implications for Party nationally

The campaign against the
NCC unions

the re-admittance of the four unions
and Individuals, groups or other
organisations which are connected with
the NCC or IAF. It called on its
members and the whole Party to unite
and work to prevent the re-affillations.
& Women members of the Party have
set up a Women's Defence Committee
to build a united and broad campalgn
agalnst the re-admittance of the four situation In which the NCC in NSW
unions (see accompanying article). would be investigating the NCC in Vie-

@ On March 6 a meeting of members  torla.

In the Batman Federal Electorate As- The NGC and IAF- have 4
sembly unanimously voted against the stranglehold on the four unlons. Any
re-affiliations, instructing Conference delegates from these unions would vote
delegates to vote the same way. Italso straight NCC. The tens of thousands of
voted to set up a broad commiitee to honest worker members of these unlons
campaign against the re-admittance of would not get a peek into the ALP even
these unions. if they were affillated.

# A ten member commitiee is 1o be The followlng extract from a leaflet
elected at State Conference on March titled Fight the Right explains why It 1s
31-April 1 to {nvestigate the appllca nota seclarian manoeuvre 10 keep the
tlons of these unions. If this committee  four unlons out:
does its work properly it is bound to “The media are trying to depict op-
lead to the Victorian ALP declsively re- position to affiliation as a ‘sectarian’
jecting the re-affiliation moves. move 1o ‘keep out 100,000 workers', The
The feeling in the ranks runs high. reality is that the workers wouldn't get

There can be no compromise. Any com. a 100k In if these unions are affillated
promise is & foot in the door. Any com- with the ALP. The manipulation which
promise means the beginning of a has kept these unions right-wing and in-
rampage against progressive forces in- dustrially ineffective will ensure that
side the Party, In particular the their delegates will always been un
Soclalist Left in Victoria. Any com- ifermly reactionary.

promise now will be the mere beginning sWhat will be excluded — and should
of a greater push into the Party by Continued on page 8

other right-wing forces.

The example of the ir on-fisted right
wing control of the NSW Eranch should
be a warning to us all. There should be
no compromise on the level of setting
up a Federal body to look into the mat-
ter in Victoria

This would be Indirect Federal in-
tervention, It would create a fareleal

The campalgn in the Victorian
‘Branch of the ALP to oppose the re-
admittance of the four NCC-controlled
unions is important for the party
nationally.

The unions are the Shop Distributive
and Allled Employees Assoclatlon
(SDA), Federated Clerks Union (FCUJ,
Amalgamated Soclety of Carpenters
and Joiners and the Federated
Ironworkers Assoclation (FIA).

Garry Walters
Member of Brunswick (Vic) ALP Branch
and Australian Railways Union

R

11 these NCC-led unions are admitted
it would represent a vietory over the
forces in the Party that support policles
in the interest.of working people.

Tt would be a major victory for those
right wing forces in the Party
represented by Bob Hawke. It is no co-
incidence that Hawke Is strongly in
favour of letting these anti-Labor forces
into the Party. He wants them in
because they are in full agreement with
the economic and soctal policies that he
is Implementing.

Hawke's ability to arrogantly ignore
Party pollcy and implement his own
anti-working class ideas would be even
further strengthened with these forces
inside the Party. He wants to be able to
{mplement his policies without internal
Party opposition. The re-admittance of

these unions would allow him to do just S
that, =

The NCC and Its splinter groups, the
Industrial Action Fund and the In-
dustrial Research Organlsation, have
nothing In common with the interests of
the broad labour movement. They are
forces outside the labour movement
that are devoted to destroying all the
progressive elements within it. \

The IAF, which the four unions con-
cerned belong to and which consists of
the trade union operatives of the NCC,
should not fool us either. The leopard
has not changed fts spots. In fact the
orientation of the IAF to the unions and

the ALP 1s even more dangerous than de
Santamarla’s obsession with ihe :aTGﬂf 1
cultural and educational front. foef P‘MF“W'

The campalgn against the re-
admittance of these unions is well un-
der way inside the Victorian ALP.

For example:

@ According to a Teport in the Sun
newspaper on March 4 a General
Meeting of the Victorian Soclalist Left
re-affirmed Its complete opposition to

5
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victoria

ALP women’s meeting opposes affiliations

120 women
of the Victorian Labor Party attended a
meeting called by the Victorian ALP
Status of Women Policy Committee to
discuss the affiliation applications of
the four NCC-controlled unions. There
were 62 Party Branches represented.

Leesa Wheelahan
Member of Braybrook (Vic) ALP Branch

be used In electing the 10 person sub
committee which will look into the af-
filiation question.

A leaflet was distributed at the
meeting, headlined “Why Women
Should Oppose the Reaffillation of the
Four Unlons,” It was issued by the
Status of Women Folicy Committee and
Is one of the best pleces of material to

come out of the campaign against the °

‘A number of women who are current
members of the unlons concerned
(especlally those covering clerks and
shop assistants) spoke about the
failures of these unions fo represent
their members. Others explained how
these unions had conslstently opposed
progressive policles for women on such
:’?1” a5 the ACTU Women's Commit
lee.

A serles of motions were pas
animously at the end of thgam?eﬁix
salidly opposing the affiliations, They
called on the Status of Women Policy
Cnmmlglee to set up a broadly bhased
Women's Defence Committee and to co-
opt women who could conduct an effec-
live publicity campalgn Inside the

Party by disseminating information
and organising regional meetings.
ﬂ:ﬂus'body Was also given the Tespon-
e iigugft pr{:paélng a submission on
tomm.ltieeu e State Conference sub-
A motion was passed which
led for a policy of affirmative acllunci.nl

;Jom.inugd from page 5
€ excluded — s the disry
ticlpation inside the ALP of a ﬁﬂl\:bgra;‘[
- The 8
:ﬁg\:)rlr;elm és also pure hypunﬂs;;[zllﬁ
§ eaders of the unions conce
as well as other elemey e
destablisation, are TR
a E campalgning entire-
i o S apmmlat lacorm, i
-, Tan? g
aec_;ghn;?n form of h}'?:erfam R
Eir argument says th
![nmeATgm“-kd unions are admi!i:i rlé
T 'IE:?:.?E should go for NCC un-
; Tgument s f
S:r&i?umsl-urwmad union lvade:sl ;:é
S ;nl;lllwn and have a long history {p
£ wmy.khgnung for better conditions
A €rs bul on every important
s Ssue. In contrast, NCC personngl
o 5\03&1:5;1: and have opposed
T nitiative of the labor
This is ndt simy
ply a faction,
lg;g IL}! @ struggle to deunduells:\"::ﬁ-
s rearl‘ly democracy and 1o de!ené
torri salve aspects of the Party's plat.
A d::le‘romni:uy' as well as in Vietoria,
e fi?e“::::tpmg" which takes
Sary to defeat Haw) y‘t;:kv: 12 e
&le In the anti-Labor forces of the NCC,

It starts off by explalning that t] -
fillation of the four nnlongs cnnm';:nzld
would “pose a real and serious threat to
the status of women both in the party
and Australian society.” It goes on to
say that "“Progressive policles such as

affirmative action, childcare &
right to work, which have been foy.n
for and won by women in the ALP, .
threatened by the proposed affiliat,
of these unions.” %

After providing backgrou: X
NCC and the four unlcn§ cor?:errrl;u\lh-lw
explains how these unions have pn]u-]. 3
which are in direct opposiilon to the |n
terests of women. The three areas t
were highlighted were affirmative ac
tion, the right of women to work ;mdwﬁ
qu:s(lmn of childeare,

arge number of women he

meeting put their names on the 131:[ Ifr‘
the Women's Defence Committee

UNIONS

Curment moves by the Shop Distributt

! butiva and Al
515:3,“.’?;83, e SDA), F_eamlauclml::
rion (FCU), Amalgamated Society of Cargerers

WHY WOMEN
SHOULD OPPOSE
THE REAFFILIATION
OF THE FOUR

?Lv;::';-l?:dfgdwa\ Parfiament debates the
e % Disenmination Bill, and the Staty
pariament reconsidars tha ALP's amendments to

Asseciation Lo rejoin th ALP af '
absence pose a real and mf..s"’mi‘:.’.‘}‘u"m
stalus of women bothin the pany andin Ausiralia
society. i indeed iranic 1at these moves by
unions dominaled by executives and oficials
centrolled by the National Crvic Council (NGC)

Background to the NCC and the
four unions
The NCC is & semi-secrel organisation ths
always worked |hrnuqhvan§3|s front gruu;'sn;i
mast well known af which is the now @sfunct DLP.
After 25 years, lis once again engaged in an al ou
. aitemet io naulrakse any concem in ha Labor

Ihﬂﬂ::houl basic questions of economic pustice or
ihe key sosial issues of the day. High onihe NCG
Dithstistha woman's mavement whichihey aftack
By means of subversion and co-opion hraugh
o n: front groups and through operatives in tne
Nt Wing uniois. Their Laciics n the 19805, as in
o 9505, are o stal relorm programs of the

ral and Stale Labor govemments, such as
legislation on sex discrimination or equal
the

f y, and
halwork for thesa reforms: women's groups, trade

eq y
d:MDED.IFU:SWE policies such ag affimative action,
o e 2o h nghi 1 work, which hve been
‘m‘ma;: G by wamen 1 e ALP. are
i Proposed afiation of thasa

The lront groups been,
EXpressly lngufﬂwn:h.l i ithe s
mavement of the pas
toments Acton Alla

nists and the Austral
Neo ian Family Associ
b ‘ﬂnwa:::: :lr; l‘soﬂhmman?ln m?ﬁ';'r‘.?ﬁ
it $50¢1 Women Whe w,
n‘ﬂ'ﬂ [ Bxiramist spi-of from B WA

saidin a repon o the NCG
lerence in October

dea ; v 1978 th;

P 018 WOman's buraau e SOAwas

the greatest s
& har
constant et D1ganisation had laken in its

unions, and the Victonan branch of he
i Labar
iisell. o Ihe NGC I?w

uced by Status of Woman Palicy Committe

S of st produce by Sttusof Waman Poly Gommies |

woman
Within the union movement *

victoria

What is the National

Civic Council?

The following extr: are taken from a leaflet against the
affiliation of the NCC-dominated unions in Victoria titled
“Labor's Past. Labor's Future?'”

“igince the 1950's the right-wing ldeologues of the N.C.C
have attempted to gain a foothold, and then a stranglehold,
{n various unlons and the A L.P. The ldea was to crush any
hint of progresslvism or soclalism. The favoured technique
for achleving this was witch-hunting individuals denounced
as “‘communists’’. Today the N.C.C. prefers to speak of the
“itrendy left', but the meaning Is just the same — anyone
concerned about basic questions of economic justice or with
the key soclal Issues of the day was to be neutralised. If this
falled, the N.C.C. consoled itself by destabilising the
organisations that played host to it. The crowning achiev
ment of this white-ant strategy was the split within the Vie-
torlan A L.P. and trade union movement in 1955.

“Tn the 1960's and early 1970's the image of the N.C.C. —
which had always been a semi-clandestine organisation —
tended to fade in the minds of labour movement activists,
partly because they were preoccupled with the painstaking
fask of rebuilding the movement (a task which began to bear
fruit politically in the early 1970's), and partly because the
Groupers had shifted the focus of their activity to the D.L.P.
The N.C.C. became an historical curiosity, wedded in peo-
ple's minds to the Cold War and The Split.

“‘But even though it backed the wrong horse in the D.L.P.,
the N.C.C. remained an organisation which could not be
rreated lightly. In the late 1970's it had a tightly organised
membership of around 800 in Victorla alone. More Impor-
tantly It is able to draw on vast reserves of funds to finance
lis anti-labour activities. The financial resources of the
Groupers are out of all proportion to their membership, and
they have no other visible means of support. It has long been

accepted that the organisation is a conduit for funds from
groups inslde and outside Australia who share the N.C.C.'s
objectives and who are stimulated to generosity by its Im
peccable anti-labour credentials

“'The N.C.C. has been a proscribed organisation federally
In the A.L.P. since the mid-1960's, The Groupers' record of
anti-labour activity, both in the unions and in the A.L.P. has
continued to the present day. The continuing and well-
documented Interference of the N.C.C. in both white- and
blue-collar unions led the Victorian A.L.P., to reaffirm its
proseription in 1983 as well as extending it to N.C.C. splinter
groups like the Industrial Research Organisation and the In-
dustrial Actlon Fund. .

“Just how much of a threat Is the N.C.C.? Some indication
was given by the former N.C.C. Secretary Gerald Mercer on

ABC Radlo’s A.M, on 26 May 1983. First, the .C. has a

full-time staff of 30 (others have put this figure at 60-T00.

These line staff are in continuous contact with about 210

operatives or “assoclates’ working as full-tlme officlals in

trade unlons. Second, Mercer — the N.C.C. secrelary — ad-
mitted that $140,000 had been spent on the AMF.S.U.
natlonal elections in 1983, (In the recent ballot for

A.M.F.S.U. national organiser organiser the N.C.C. spent

$250,000. Thelr candidate won.) These massive sums are, ac-

eording to Mercer, raised separately from the N C.

dinary operating budget which is ‘In excess of a million dol-

lars a year' (others have suggested this is closer to $4,00-

0,000),
“These enormous financial and personnel resources are
almed not just at ‘communists’ in the unlons but at labour
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B.A. Santamaria

trade unionists as well. Principal N.C.C. mouth-plece B.A
Santamarla explained at an N.C.C. natlonal seminar al the
Melbourne Car-o-Tel on 17-18 March 1979: ‘we’re now In the
sltuation where the problem ls one of unionism ltself, not
just communist unlonism' . . .

“In the sixties and seventies when the work of rebullding a
divided labour movement was being done, N.C.C, fronimen
like John Maynes of the Federated Clerks Union (and until
recently number two In the N.C.C. hierar chy) were more In-
terested in affillating with U.S. sponsored ‘internatl nal' un
fons than with the AL P. hat good this did any Labor
government — let alone the F.C.U. rank and file — Is nat
clear, however It did seem to ingratiate him with U.S
security and corporate Interests and enabled him fo become
one of the widest-ranging expense account fravellers in
Australla.

“The N.C.C. has for twenty-five years striven relentle ssly
to defeat Labor governments and A.L. rade unionlsts.
There is little doubt that without the active supporl of a
number of Labor Party members the N.C.C would become
Inereasingly irrelevant. It would lose Influence in the trade
unions and the A.L.P. The most effective course of action in
destroying the influence of the N C.C. In the labour move-
ment, both industrially and politically, would be complete
isolation of the N.C.C. and its various fronts and splinter
groups by all sectors of the trade union movement and the
ALPY
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Labor was returned to power in NSW at the elections of
March 24 agalnst an average swing of 5.9 per cent. This will
cut Labor’s record 39-seat mafority to about 17.

The most important thing to note s that the overall vote
Fu.;ﬁon]y 0.5 per cent below Labor's vote In NSW at the

ederal elections one year earlier. In this sense It Is a return
to something more like normal after the last State

aditorial

NSW elections
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Economic strategy debate

In preparation for the Natlonal Conference of the Party
jater thls year, the search for an alternative economic
strategy Is going on within the Left. Ecanomlc analyses are
being prepared, lists of proposals to be achleved in the short,
‘medium and long ferm are under discusslon.

These discusslons are badly needed. The Hawke Govern-
ment, during Its first year In office, has demonstrated very

" olearly that its economic policles are merely an extenslon of

those carried out by the Fraser Government The election
promise to reduce unemployment has been suspended and
{he unemployed are belng told to wait profitability has been
yestored. The Government's policies have been formulated
with profit protection as the number one priority.
e

Pat Brewer
Mamber of Forest Lodgs (NSW) ALP Branch and AMFSU

Under the rhetorlc of consensus and sharing the burden of
the economlc crlsis, the burden has been lald falr and square
on the backs of the working class. Reduced wages, cuts in
the public sector, increases In the direct tax burden on the
wage earner and the hike in Indirect taxes in both the Mini
Budget and the Budget provide a grim list for a Labor
Government.

At the same time the Government has been providing
masslve handouts to large corporatlons. The multi-million
dollar handout to BHP after 12,000 jobs were lost in 1982 /831s
@ classic example. Within 6 months BHP announced, at the
beglnning of February this year, a half-year profit to
December 1983 for its steelmaking division of $38.1 milllon —
an Increase of 100 per cent. BHP Is now Introducing new
labour-saving technology In lts restructuring of the Port
Kembla plant which will result in further job losses.

Generous handouts, Incentives and tax beneflt schemes
for the capltalists have been the hallmark of the
Hawke/Keating economle strategy. Wealth taxes, capital
galns tax, natlonalisation of industries carrying out massive
ob shedding are anathema to them despite thelr talk of e
quality of sacrifice.”

While there has been some easing of the more dramatic ef-

fects of the International economic crisls on the Australlan
economy, no-one s serlously clalming that the crisls has
been resolved.
. The Hawke Government's control over the ACTU
leadership through the Accord, has allowed the full beneflts
of Fraser's wage freeze to flow through to the bosses. The
wvast majority of unlons accepted the 9-10 per cent wage cut
resulting from the freeze as permanent when they agreed to
the terms, lald down by the Arbitration Commisslon at the
Natlonal Wage Case of October 1983, They also signed away
thelr right to strike for another fwo years and dropped
elaims for the 35-hour seek.

The Government's ability to control the unlons and its wil-
lingness to Implement pro-business policles, even where
they contradlct the Party platform, have ensured that the
benetlts of the recovery flow fo the bosses This has restored
business confidence to a degree. But It has not turned back
{nflation nor reduced unemployment. By the Government's
own estlmates these problems will contlnue io Increase In
the longer term. This s why Hawke |5 pleading with the in-
dustrialists to re-invest thelr profits to prevent the recovery
slowing down.

Sp It Is more than timely for the Left to embark on discus-
slon of an alternatlve economlc strategy.

The economic problems today can't be solved just by a
change in government. It's not just the mismanagement of
this or that particular policy by government Or any par-
tleular business that ls the cause of the problems. The
problems are those of the system tself. They are inhere nt in
the capitallst system internationally and in Australla.

Labor Milltant, April 1984

This Ls no short-term crisls, The continuing rise in “'strue-
tural unemployment” and the Inabllity of governments
around the world to do anything about Inflation demonstrate
its depth. Comparisons with the Great Depression of the
19305 are not out of order although the exact sequence of
events may be guite different. This economle crisls Is ex-
acerbated by a political crisls for Imperiallsm.

So the problems of the crisis can only be resolved by ad-
dressing Its cause, by changing the type of economic system
from one based on production for proflt to one based on
production for soclal need.

The Left has to develop such an alternatlve soclallst
economle strategy. To do so we need to be clear on both what
needs to be done and how to carry It out.

It is Imposslble In one short artlcle to lay out a full
program of economle demands and formulate a strategy for
promoting them. But what can be stated Is that such a
strategy must be based on soclal needs. An attemnpt to begin
formulating such a strategy has been made In the Manlfesto
of Soclal Rights that was produced and distributed last
August. The major demands from the Manlfesto are In-
cluded as a separate box to avold repetifion. In some detalls
they already need updating but they still provide the basls of
an alternative strategy for the Left.

But to develop a program is only part of an alternative
strategy. How to Implement the program ls an even more
eritical problem.

Traditlonally the Left has confined Itself to developing
pollcy demands to be implemented by an ALP government.
Obviously it is iImportant to put pressure on the Government
to carry out progressive aspects of Party platform, but it Is
even more fmportant to play a direct role In mobilising the
ranks of the labour movemeni [n support of a soclallst
program

Reliance on government contalns an essentlal weakness.
If the program Is not constructed as a program of actlon by
the working class, In which working people themselves act
to change their soclal, economle and political conditlons,
then the working class will not be mobllised to defend ltself
agalnst the attacks that inevitably come along as the
capltallst class moves to defend its Interesis. The Allende
Government's fallure to mobllise the warking class of Chile
led to the vulnerability of that Government and its eventual
overthrow.

Any alternatlve economlc strategy for the Party must also
be an alternative political strategy which seeks to draw
working people Into political actlon

Action by the working class and action by Government
are not counterposed. In fact any viable soclalist movement
will need to bulld a program that comb Ines proposals for ac-
tlon by the government, with demands that answer the day-
to-day neeas of the working class. In such a way the move-
ment develops a popular base.

‘An Australian soclallst movement will need to mobllise a
soclal force capable of counteracting the enormous power of
glant corporations like BHP

A soclallst government In Australla will have to rely on,
and evolve out of, a politicised and Involved population. This
sltuation cannot be reached 1f soclallsts restrict themselves
to preaching to the worklng class about the desirabllity of
certaln paths of governmental actlon. As long as they do that
most workers will remain pas sive. Political changes will not
be theirs but simply the achlevements of a “‘better
Government’ acting on their behalf.

“By belng Involved In a political tight on a day-to-day basis
the working class can break through the ideological barriers
which currently prevent it from taking up soclallst solutlons.

It is for this reason that any soclallst strategy must refect

Conltinued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

the Accord. Not only has the Accord effectively cut wages
and eroded conditions and living standards, It has also
prevented Independent actlon by the working class. The
frade unlons have signed away thelr most Important defen-
8lve and offenslve weapon — strike action.
By Its very nature the Accord is a barrler to the develop-
menl of a soclalist movement In Australia, It heads the
labour movement in exactly the wrong directlon. It portrays

soclal change as something that comes as a resy Is
worked out over our heads, It Is an Instriln?;:f o
demobilisatlon and Its ultimate result will be iy,
demoralisation of the working class as It loses conﬂdenc?
the of the labour — the trade y
lons and the Labor Party. 7

Any alternative economic strategy must take this into ac.
count, It must elearly reject the Accord and all such deals
‘from above.” In thelr place It must bulld a politica)
stralegy that seeks to draw the working class into action in
constructing a soclalist future for Australla,
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A ‘critical appraisal’ of Accord

Approximately 160 women from all
over Queensland attended the biennlal
Labor Women's Conference held over
the weekend of March 17 and 18

A range of forelgn policy motions
were passed expressing opposition to
all forelgn bases on Australian soil; all
visits to Australian ports by nuclear-
powered and -armed ships and aircraft
and overflights of B52's; and calling on
the Federal Government fo immediate-

make known the general purpose and
functions of the U.S. installations in
Australia.

The Conterence also recognised that
being allgned with the U.S. not only
makes Australla a possible nuclear

Helen Russell
Mémber Banyo/Northgate East (Qld)
ALP Branch

target, but also implicates Ausiralia in
the curreni war against national libera-
tlon struggles in Nicaragua and El
Salvador. It called on the Federal
Government to withdraw Australia
from all military pacts, particularly the
ANZUS treaty.

Conference endorsed the motion pas-
sed at the National Labor Women's
Conference in January, which called on
the Federal Government to recognise
the FDR/FMLN of El Salvador as the
legitimate opposition to the repressive
government there, and called on the
Federal Government to strongly oppose
the deployment of U.8. combat forces in
the region.

Conference also called on the Govern-
ment to cease its military aid (Defence
Co-operation) to the Governments of
the Philippines and Indonesia in light of
the military harassment of clvilians in
the Philippines and the arbitrary
shooting of suspected criminals in In-
donesla, together with the continued
military occupation of East Timor.
Another motlon urged the Federal
Government to oppose the deployment
of Cruise and Pershing missiles in
Europe by the U.S.

Conference affirmed decislons taken
at the National Labor Women's
Conference in opposition to uranium
and expressed strong support for the
campalgn to end uranium mining. This
stance was opposed by right wing
forces at the Conference who defended
the Federal Caucus decision to allow
new contracts for uranium mining at
Roxby Downs and in the Northern Ter-
ritory. An attempt was made to muzzle
eriticlsm of the Caucus decision by
seeking to stop any comments to the
press on the issue

Labor Militant, April 1884

While the Conference did not really

come to grips with Hawke's economic
policles, a motion was carrled on the
Prices and Incomes Accord recognising
that:
“(a) Profits are recovering at the ex-
pense of wages and living standards.
Wages are being rigldly controlled but
not prices, profits or government
charges;

(b) The Prices and Incomes Accord
takes away our right to strike as a
means to defend our hard won gains in
lving standards. It has been through
strike that our most Important strug-
gles have been won,

“{c) The social reforms promised in
exchange for the loss of the right to
strike, aside from Medicare, have not
been fortheoming;

‘'{d) Prime Minister Hawke, on his
recent trip to Japan, said that rather
than ‘be moved by perceptions of their

own self interest,’ we should be con-

cerned ‘not merely ror today’s jobs but
for tomorrow's children.’ We have
already given up the right fo strike and
suffered a loss In real wages, now we

are belng asked for even more;

‘‘{e) The Accord was halled as a step
forward for women. However, the
strongest plece of legislation In the Sex
Discrimination Bill on the affirmative
action in employment has been defer-
red for at least two years, despite the
fact that It s now, at a tlme of mass
sackings, that women need such
legislation.

“We therefore conclude that It Is
timely for Labor Women to make a
eritical appraisal of the Accord. To this
end, Labor Women should organise a
one day seminar In the near future to
glve rank and file members of the
Party the opportunity to analyse the
implications of the Accord."

This move to open up debate on the
framework of the Hawke Government's
domestic policies is a big step forward
for Party members in Queensland

Outgoing Secretary Margaret Hardy
stood for the position of President and
was elected unopposed. Lyn Taylor, a
research officer for the Federated
Clerks Unlon was elected to the position
of secretary.

March on April 15

This year's large antl-nuclear demonstrations will be
held in most centres on April 15. The solgans focus on
such things as opposition to U.S. bases and uranium
mining. Many solldarity organisations will be organls-
ing contingents to focus on particular struggles. Un-
doubtedly the themes of Central America and the Mid-
dle East will be prominent

Adelalde
2pm, Victoria Square
Brisbane

1lam, Roma St Forum. March to Albert Park Sound

Shell
Canberra

2pm, Russell Hill Australlan-American War Memorial

Melbourne
Marches to converge at

the corner of Bourke and

Swanston Sts. Marches begin at 1pm

Perth

1pm Kings Park main entrance. March to Supreme

Court Gardesn
Sydney

1pm Hyde Park South. March to Domain
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National Conference ‘84

Implications for bases, ANZUS and disarmament

The uranium debate

This article is the second In a serles leading up to the July
ALP National Conference. Each part of the serles examines-
a major policy area to be debated at Conference.

Since 1979 Bob Hawke has been leading & determined cam-
palgn to overthrow antl-uranlum policles in both wings of
the labour movement.

He began with a frontal assault on the ACTU poliey at lts
1979 Congress In Melbourne. And, although he falled, nar-
rowly, to win the vote, he won the hearts of the pro-mining
lobby with an impassioned plea for “pragmatic policles.”
prg:r\elm ::xl!!ral c:lnvlnced Hawke that he needed to

assault more carefully and he did just that

in the lead-up to the 1982 ALP National Cnn]erenue.lﬂe sue-

ceeded In prising Viclorian State Secretary Bob Hogg out of

::;I Snclalisldml.dl faction and convinced him to present
lcy amendments that

e would Incorporate giant loopholes

Martin Tuck
Membar Livingstone (NSW) ALP Branch
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Th
mnwe nC:wnc:t;nrole to allow Roxby Downs 1o proceed and f
e racts for the Ranger mine In the Northi 3
B rc;sr;:l:ég}rla :Iz‘iix:(nry for Hawke's !actlo:: ;:::
‘h_l;l;el;sﬂ]lﬂ‘ P, ndicates the depth of opposition to
voles
of the Caucus Left faction we)

and Weste

tarians estern A
tans who normally vote with the e

12

Te augmented by
';allan parliamen-

the Cay
ucus vote a meeting of the ALP State Council

© [n Queensland rejected an explanation of the Governmen: s
position by Bill Hayden and voted for a resolution callin
a moratorfum on uranium mining until after this
Natlonal Conference. Ed Casey, a right-winger who w.
formerly Labor's State parliamentary leader in
Q moved an expressing total oppos.
ﬂol: tok.u uranium mining in Queensland.

awke came under fire in his own electorate of Wills
where the Federal Electorate Assembly voted by a mas‘:ll‘l-lr

150 to 3 to condemn the sell-out of the uranium policy
And the Victorlan Branch held a speclal State Conference

on November 27 which a ted motlons condemning ““In the

strongest terms possible” the Victorlan members of Federal

Caucus who voted for the pro-uranium policy. The maotion

reaffirmed the Branch's total opposition to the mining and
e e extsting :

upport for the ing antl-uranium policles of the ALP
ilu;t-lfe'csrs?l cuts across. Left-Right faction lines.

Haureast npmt ers in the unlcms have been unable to defeat

e acTy s formal policy and the reactlon to the Caucus

m m:aed that Hawke still has his work cut out if he Is to

i, Cg:jﬁ::gg:a:.l 4 pro-uranium policy at the July ALP
There are two major factors that explain the stre 0

ngth of

;h; ::l::gmt;mn zs‘enthnent and both need to be iakeﬁ into

il ¥ : l: e In preparing for the Conference debate
decadeilyal :m effective work has been done over the pas!

i adrange of antl-uranfum groups to educate

movement and the community at large about the
unresolved d;:gﬁra of the nuclear power Industry.
1 i %

et ( has been given a new

L mﬁ:ﬂ;i:ﬁ:n z:rnuu;!f n;}! the disarmament movement

i s ium mining with the danger of
The masslve

Fl g?‘;‘e':;mh;;m:umvenow become annual

protests are making the inj: g i participants. And these

Uranlum mining etween the demands for no

land:
main unresolved

case agalnst uranlum mining s powerful in Its own
‘But it can be made more powerful by linking this issue
#he general theme of disarmament
the Conference Hawke's supporters will undoubtedly
t to Labor's disastrous performance In the Northern ‘
ory elections last year to bolster their claim that an
uranium policy s a vote loser.
it they would be hard-pressed to prove that point on a

basis.
jen It came to blocking the construction of the Franklin |
in Tasmanla the Hawke government was willing to
de local opposition because it had strong support for ‘
policy on a natlonal basis. It could easily develop
support for an end to uranium mining. |
hermore, a Labor Government should be able to over
Jocallsed support for uranium mining by promoting |
es that would create alternatlve employment.
jawke Is on shaky ground in arguing that a pro-uranium
g pollcy has popular support. So in this case his |
gmatlsm” bolls down to the argument that Labor can-
ord to oppose the Interests of a substantial lobby
n the capitallst class. But on those grounds it can
e no worthwhile reforms at all
pro-uranium stance of the Hawke government reveals |
Hawke's "consensus'’ really works — the labour move
t is expected to abandon its positions to placate the hos-

W should the Left argue the antl-uranium case at the
Natlonal Conference?

Obwviously, it can point to the fact that problems assoclated
| the nuclear power industry, like the disposal of nuclear
tes, and the dangers of radlation leaks and plutonium
nation, have not been solved and are not likely to be
d In the foreseeable future.

Left can point out that no safeguard exists that could
antee Australlan uranium will not be used in the con:
tlon of nuclear weapons. The Australian government is
position to make a stand agalnst the proliferation of
ar weapons by cutting off all Australian supplies of the
ingredient.

Pean then extend this line of argument by pointing to
ways in which the Australlan Government contributes

wing threat of nuclear war by hosting the u.s.
by supporting President Reagan's war mongering
policy; and by maintaining the military alllance
h the U.S. imperlalists, l2. ANZUS

B2 Conference

Left could counter the Haw
les by developing a consistent antl-war s
& the potential to attract massive public support ln Vi
ularity of the disarmament movement.

Left of the British Labour Party developed a lot of Its
h In recent years by focusing on disarmament issues.
eeded In winning a substantial majority for policies
attempt to commit a future Labour Gov ernment {0
nding the removal of all U.S. nuclear missiles And the
y s officially In favour of Britain's unilateral nuclear
ament.

1 e is no reason why the b
ni] E ament stand.

e s dh?grr:n:e the Left failed to develop
he uranjum Issue ln isola-
R pit up half-hearted etforts on he bases and ANZUS
motion on the bases simply sought to prevent
military bases or facllities” and called for arefusal
tend the leases on the existing hasc\; I}]Bu[tp:hv motion
t on volces after a lacklustre dehate.

less t&-];ie'nrl was put Into an attempt to delete [hsl'qp?li:jt‘i
point supporting Australla’s participation in ANZLE

this motion lost by 31 to 58 e
ehind these lacklustre performances is the convictlon
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ke gover nment's pro-war
tance which
few of

ALP Left could not achieve

that most Australians support the U.S. alllance and view it
as essential for the defence of the country. But this alllance
has nothing to do with the defence of Australia

The Pine Gap base near Alice Springs Is controlled by the

U.S. Central Intelllgence Agency and carries out a number
of Important intelligence gathering functions. It can In-
tercept Soviet and Chinese military communications, radar
transmissions, and telephonic and radio transmissions. It
can provide extensive {nformation on Soviet early-warning
systems and alr defence networks. And it enables CIA
agents in a number of countries to communicate with CIA
headquarters In Langley, Virginia. It is vital to the CIA's
worldwlde intelligence network.

Nurrungar in South Australia s one of only iwo ground
stations for the U.S. satellite early warning system and it
enables communlcations between the North Amerlcan Alr
Defense Command and the Strategle Air Command.

North-West Cape is the most important tracking statlon in
the world for the huge U.S. nuclear submarine fleet in the In-
dlan and Pacific Oceans. High frequency transmisslons
from this base were used to direct the mining of Halphong
and other North Vietnamese ports in 1972. It was placed on
Red Alert In 1973 at a time of war between Israel and its
Arab nelghbours.

The Tranet-Smithfield station in South Australla is a
ground tracking station also used for communlications with
the submarine fleet. It can also help pinpoint nuclear targets

in the Soviet Unlon.

Omega in Victoria send

1s out low frequency signals used In
navigation by submarines and the surface fleet

Clearly these bases help the U.S. In Its aggressive sltance
towards the Soviet Unfon and form important components of
a worldwlde milltary network that 1s used to defend the in-
terests of U.S. imperlallsm, They do not increase Australia’s
military security; if anything they create potentlal nuclear
targets in this country

Role of ANZUS

ANZUS s an aggressive military alllance.
4 in 1951 It has never been lnvoked to

counter a threal to any of the three allles, but it has been in-
voked to draw Australlan and New Zealand troops into the

U.S. wars In Korea and Vietnam.
Continued on page 16
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_party_machinery._

On these two pages we present a gulde for
gm@;megEz&zmhm.“;me
a.o:um clarify some things you can can't

at the diagram Is enough to convince anyone that
the ALP in NSW Is & jungle. It Is bureaucratic and it is dlf-
Hﬁlmnn:mﬂhmh‘?ﬁylmmm.!\lr&u-
‘more, even if you manage uence policy ado at
Conference or Council, the Mﬁut mw-
making bodies, there Is absolutely no guarantee that Labor

Labor Milltact 1 e favscs o1 thoro 0

vour of a shakeup of the
structures of the Party and unlons mulﬁt unls“rnd file
membu-mhnumnmmveaqy.luﬂhninntmln;h
happen without & long struggle, so in the meantime it is im-
portant for all activists in the Party to know how to
the sfructures as best they can. Obviously it is
otally important to mobilise support for progres-
slve pollcles. But unless you know how to advance those
mndmhemﬂnwhwlmnchtmxwmmmmuknnm
ldlt:nman engine,
mmwhmhm imilar informal
other State Branches. This will n:wlnulymbe AL ke
mmﬂmmmm.nwﬂmmhtzmﬂngh

The information we present is .
accurate to our know 3
I, however, readers can shed further light on this u:?;&:&
we would be pleased to hear from them.

NSW

Activist’s gui
Office seems to distribute The Radical randomly tno
members, you may need to Inqulre about your subscription,
which Is part of your membership fee,

The organised rank and file of the NSW Branch is in 3
maln groups: 1} Branch members; 2) Young Labor Associa-
tion members 3) members of affillated unions.

Tt is now

Know your way around

GOVERNMENT
PRESELECTIONS

V

ELECTORATE
COUNCILS

b

[

Janet Burstall

Member Rozelle East (NSW| i
iy cnaselln) { | ALF Blunch.,Mun.imnal

Large ALP and affiliated unlon con
; tingents af de: -
tlons; ALP Branches and MPs acting in sulldmlyr::\r‘gll::

lons In dispute; joint action be

tween ALP Branch
cnm::mnhy ETOUDS, are not common In the NSW KLS: as?td
mghel:::ugh bt that send 1 and delegate fo
l:nmmonm. 1o apparent etfect is, unfortunately, very

ctl'l:::mmg":rlxwl very Inspiring If you don't see yourself

e :epl;;.?ezt‘:egr E:I{i.trl:ﬁuemlal Pposition. The
ngthen

flle soclalism in the labour muvemerﬁ.t Bnlnﬁ' afumlmbg

possible without more widespread soclalist

Federal parliamentarians .

Federal candidales

Stle candidaies

Councijlars

and this Is a political as well
as
In the meantime, 1o Promote socl

+ we have to use the tradj
imotlons and elections. Bt |f ‘u:rl:'::a' s Al o of

Include financial donations, dis

, marchi
i ng(l:;.demonmallnns. affiliating

M..lo yalu;ll need fo uptt.nl:t;l kevery Annual
wﬂ"m“m‘mﬂ L‘:‘;ﬁ"g’l}!ﬂ Office should be The

: bilcatl

mostly dull.buiwl_:n ukn;a“'o;u?lmﬂgmel:ﬂvg%
‘m. i mk&:tmmui esses
secretaries - ﬁum .!m_u_bm_.l_ 's, sell-

u

Local government
candidaies

RANK
AND
FILE

FEC's

Municipal
Committees

FPLH
FECs

Admi

YLA S

BRANCHES

nual conference

EN'S CONFERENCE =t

LABOR COUNCIL =

LIATED UNIONS

fen selected by

liee of
r similar body)

; |
o the ALP

fo be a member of the NSW ALP without belng a

p of a Branch, since membership records were |
sed at Head Office last year.
*opportunities for activism In the ALP will be shaped

¥ which of these areas you are active in. They will
‘course be affected by the regime in your Branch, un-

2 National Execuiive members

e arrows) f:; National Conference delegates
1_1-59 COMMITTEES OF
NCES / CONFERENCES
FERENCE
Administrative commitiee
[ 7 and office bearer:

60 per cent direct

from unions

B00 delegates ﬁ

COUNCIL

Policy committees
(prepare policy for

same proportion I Conference and Council)

Labor Women's Commitiee

YLG execulive

YOUNG LABOR

t
Managemen ASSOCIATIONS

lon or YLA. The right to organise Is qulte restricted (n some
areas. In both affillated unfons and YLAs, only full members
of the ALP may become delegates to higher ALP bodles

Polley motlons may be referred from any of the rank and
file bodles, to State Conference or Labor Women's
Conference. Matters that are not dealt with at State
Conferences are referred to State Counclls that meet twice a
vear {(after the first and third quarters of the year), The
closing date for agenda Items is usually well in advance of
the Conference dates, so make sure you are aware of that.
You can propose that any motion be referred to Conference,

50 remind your secretary.

Motlons from Branches and unlon bodies are usually
referred to the relevant policy committees which present
reports to Conferences and Councils. It Is a good idea to find
out who are the members of the relevant policy committees
so they can be lobbled.

The same principles apply with regard to the Natlonal
Conference which Is held once every two years. Agaln polley
motions can be referred to relevant polley committees.

Motlons that are adopted at Branches are often referred to
Federal or State Electorate Councils. If they get past these
bodles they have acquired more welght. It Is also a good Idea
to send coples of motlons to the relevant State and Federal
Labor ministers and to the Premler and Prime Minister if
they concern major Issues, At least this makes these people
flgure out some kind of reply to the Branch.

Some speclfic points concerning different areas of oppor-
tunity for actlon:

1) Branches. As a Branch member of some months
standing, you are eligible to stand for election to the Branch
executive, or any of the delegated bodles shown on the
dlagram. The requirement for length of membership In-
creases with the status of the position you seek. When you
stand for any position, Including preselection for public of-
fice, you are entitled to a list of the Party members eligible
to vote. It is not possible to bind delegates’ votes, and there
are no provisions for removal of office bearers and
delegates on grounds of the members having no confldence.

However, it Is possible to remind position holders that they
have to face electlon some time.

Party membership entitles you to visit any Branch, and,
with permission of that branch, to speak at its meeting. _

2) Rank and file preselections. MPs and local government
councillors, strictly speaking, have to face preselection
prior to each general electlon, although Head Office has a
habit of devising schemes for some MPs to avold this.
Preselectlon in the NSW ALP for lower house and local
government positions is by ballot of Branch members in the
area. A

"~ 3) Young Labor Assoclations. Where no YLA exlsts, 1
members of the ALP can Initlate one by applylng to the YLC
Executlve. YLAs are usually based on Federal Electorates.
Only YLA members who are full members of the ALP may
become Young Labor delegates. But people under 25 may
Join the YLA In thelr area without joining the ALP. Because
of the lack of young people in most ALP Branches It Is nat
hard to become a delegate to Young Labor Councils. Just
ask.

4) Labor Women, As with Young Labor, It Is unusual fo
find a queue of women In any Branch eligible or willing to
become delegates to Labor Women's Conferences. It Is ex-
tremely valuable to attend these conferences. For a number
of years they have been the best forum in NSW for discus-
slon of key policy matters. Once you become a delegate (o
the Conference you can attend Labor Women's Committee
meetlngs.

5) Electorate Councils, These bodies are made up of
delegates from all the Branches In thelr areas, and usually

Continued on page 1t
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Activist’s guide
‘Continued from page 15 d
?ﬂlmmh].vw-bimt}ﬂy. Often the more active members
 of branches are Electorate Councl delegates, so by being a
‘delegate you can make contact with other actlvists in you
~ local area. orate Counclls will sometimes recommend
“actlvitles to thelr constituent Branches. You can place items
on the agenda of an FEC or SEC by having them referred
‘from your own Branch.
6] unions. The channel from affillated unlons fo

ALP Co Is usu, ditfieult to find. In
‘most cases union executives or State Counclls simply ap-

wolnt their delegates to Conference and Councll, so rank and
3 3 do not get a look in. Most unions then impose

on thelr so the

to vote with the officials no matter what
k. In most cases unions of the Right b

igh
1 t and “Left" simpl;
Il their delegatlons with hand-raisers. e
It Is also extremely rare for union officlals to or;

1 ‘ganise dis-
cusslon in the ranks about ALP policy, before or after
Conferences. As a result there Is Httle knowledge of, or in-
terest In, what the union delegations do on behalf of the

e 5.

‘Most officials tell their members that politi
concern of the unlons. And then Iheypsoleei:s annét'a'}g
‘ﬂnm’srgm on behalf of the union membership. This
‘abysmal lack of accountability needs fo be challenged, As an
mnh’:ﬂwergmw you are entitled to attend State Conference as
EII "M'ha;fen Wu.al.:'fnabilemm ﬂ::ii out how your union

ﬂ!ﬂl_ wvoted, useful to
tlon with ?gur fellow uln:ymgmhers. e
~ You tobea gate from your

%{E‘Wﬁm the brutal war against the Viet.
nAmes| e provided a powerful case agains
ANZUSS il Cileimiovin, .
Alie Vietnam war completely
S: 1s primarily Interested in
" In Vietnam the U.S.

d re an exploita-

was a partner In this crime.
The Australian Government also operates In tandem with
the U. lon In military aid

.8,

to pro-imperialist regimes in coun

el _:1 sl tries like Indonesia and
Australla has not loped its own nuelear

! : but It

pagtldpatesinlhenunle;r “arms race” by hosting the bases

and by allowing regular vislts by nuclear-armed and
nulc]eg-pg?md U.S warships and bombers.

n the Asian and Pacific reglons Australia is an im-
glevr:g:; p:swer In its own right. Australlan capitalists have
miliary alance vith the US: d e Sosinnt i sz

e U
iD'Il'l;Tp' lérmect those Interests. T
e “'defence” policles of the Hawke government ar
|
reallty, aggressive, pro-war policles. But Hawke andE'hlI;
supporters are committed to such a military strate
because they are committed to defending the interest. g);
Australlan capitalists at home and abroad e

‘union to State Conference, YLC or Labor W i
Conference and see how you go. Good luck! it s

The alternative Is to link an anti-w:
capitalist domestic policles. And ma]l;?;‘:l‘:ﬂn\;dlh HIIIllH.
faces the Left at the forthcoming Conference S

Socialisation Units
Continued from page 21

vent the growth and consolidation of 5

lh;ymmnlﬂ obstruct the central leadnrslucl hpagatllll:ajg‘;‘;e;';:'
cwd@x‘aﬁ;‘p’lamth; 1850 :amusngnmmmmmee had dis-

] ttee a bod,

ms%htgisnlge}— lhq,n presided over, the S«:u'lalles.a‘t}I'élnI
B, Cﬂnfzen It succeeded In getting a motion through
i Tence giving the new Soclalisation Committee
S xfuhﬂ u!;r;-tﬂpt Tepresentatives from groups of union
< Cmuerse'n not already represented by those ap-
ity luchwd' The new commiliee arranged for the
e ol weremzmb:mlegm“' and 12 of the successful
e of the Socialism In Our Time cur-

m?"ﬁ.ﬁ!ﬁ’éﬁ :;u‘ljdE ::;In}lz:hﬂll.ﬂ;tm over the commitice,
8 Tanl's support,

o gﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁllg;nma:mlﬂng e?i“ 17 co-opted :tplla;iuarlesp\l::l':ﬁ:

T a voting majority of 4 10 3 on a

became the ultimate decision-makin
tivists. The structure was flexible, Mﬁoﬂ‘:?u;‘l’rnﬁgeragi
delegates from each Unil, though it was standard procedus
for the president and secretary of each Unit to nl:telld i
Delegates from Units outside the Sydney metropoillnn
reglon came when they could. But this was diffleult since the
Aggmgam Meetings were held almost every week for the
first 10 maonths of 1931 and thereafter on a menthly basis
The Inner Unit was effectively the executive of the Aé-
ﬁ{;ﬁ.‘e M{ef}lﬂlngs and the overwhelming majority of
gruup:rs of both bodies were from Soclallsm In Our Time
The Langites may have had the
Slocjallsation Commlittee, but they hT:I:;:;?'I.:Pﬂ[ehl!naﬂgal
v\léi:?cme mD:ETfm at large. S
ause the Unlts attracted activists,
?lefme the best activists In the ALP Brantchrf:sell:e:r%? §lg'?:
4 |:1r r: ':-lem;lled new converls to the Soclalism In Qur Time
Be‘wﬁenur::”{his In furn began to dominate the Branches,
Sl L s;md 1933 a very substantial proportion of
Newuaslle;t:er tdale Electoral Counclls In both Sydney and
T e e dominated by adherents of Socialism In Our
Membership of the U

members, The first § Units was ot restricted to ALP
a

.sys:em of full membership of the Units for ALP members

d associate membership, without votlng rights, for all

in the next issue

ng is the second part of an
with Joan Coxsedge, Vic

and prominent member of
list Left. The first part of the
, which concentrated on the
SI0 and the implications of the
wanoy affair, was published in
ch, 1984 issue (Volume 4,
1). The interview was con-
by Reihana Mohideen, a
of the Preston (Vic) ALP

neation: Can you glve an outline of
activity of Australian Security
oe Service, especially iis role

abilising progressive govern-
the Third World?

er: ASIS is Australla’s overseas

gence body, set up in 1950 and

fing mainly in South East Asla.

{ pperates by sending agents into
ries in the guise of businessmen,

ising embassles as bases

&lsn know ASIS has been involved

ining the Vietorian Police Special

erations squad, the paramilitary

of the State police force.

MEIS s Into all sorts of James Bond

actlvities, skin diving and all that
and dagger stuff.

ey are currently centralising,

Which Is the trend now; security agen
are being concentrated in Canber
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ra. ASTO headquarters were in
Melbourne, but are going to Canberra,
along with ASIS, At the moment, they
are still at the big Defence Department
building in St. Kitts Road, Melbourne.

Back in 1974 I was involved in work to

expose the role of ASIS n Cambodia,
when It helped to undermine the
Sihanouk Government, acting directly
under CIA orders. ASIS was also in-
volved In operations in Chile in 1973
against the Allende Government, work-
ing with the CIA

ASIS was doing something there
directly contrary to government policy,
acting on behalf of a foreign power. Yet
the Government, a Labor Government,
did nothing to stop them.

Whitlam got very outraged In
November 1975, when he found out that
ASIS operatives were In East Timor
and that they were trying to decelve
him, so he kicked out the head of ASIS,
Bill Robertson. But he should have
closed down the whole outflt, because
that is how it normally operates.

Even conservative people llke ex-
Liberal Prime Minister Bill McMahon
are on record as saying they can't see
much good that ASIS does,

There is one person who serves to 1l-
lustrate what ASIS s all about and that
is John Ridley. He was president of the

Australian Union of Students in the

ot

eraton raid showad these secrat po|

he role of ASIS exposed

1960's, and, after working as an ASIS
agent for many years, went to work for
Andrew Peacock as personal private
secretary. Then he went to work for
ALCOA In Portland. The Porfland peo-
ple used to say it was amazing how
much ALCOA knew about the group op-
posing ALCOA’s plans. However, this
was no surprise with Ridley working
there, with all his connections with the
security police.

John Ridley has now gone fto work for
the Victorian Liberal Party, where he
will no doubt be able to use all the dos-
slers they have on Labor people, to help
the Liberals In dirty campalgns.

Question: At the time of the ASIS raid
on the Sheraton Hotel last year, it was
sald that this was a training exercise.
What Is your view on that?

Answer: Although it s not yet com.
pletely clear what was involved, T don't
accept the story that it was a slmptre
case of a botched training exercise. We
have been told only a fraction of what
actually happened.

It N fainly highlighted again its
juvenile idea of what Its role Is, you
know, to go around kicking down doors
and all that dramatic stuif, with sub-
machine guns and a real jack boot at-
mosphere.

Continued on page 18
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secret police B .

Continued from page 17

It is very frightening, If you look
beyond the sheer Idlecy of it all,
because there are these secrel groups
gelting around who are unknown and
unaccountable to anyone, even the
elected government.

* The Sheraton case was only one of
many similar incidents that we know
of, let alone of all those we have never
even heard about.

When people claim that the Sheraton
raid was a falled exercise, what do they
mean by a successful one, what would
they achleve in a real one?

It highlights all the points that we
have made for eleven years, that these
people threaten our democratic rights,
in ways that many Australians are only
beginning to see.

They are supposed to be there ta
protect us, to ensure natlonal security,
but they threaten the security of all of
us, with antles like the Sheraton raid.

t would have happened, for ex-
amnple, if someone at the hotel had chal-
lenged them, or died of a heart attack,
or If the Victoria police speclal opera-
tlons group had been called with all its
weapons and gung-ho approach.

You might claim that all this
hypothetical and unlikely, but none of it
1s impossible.

Question: Much of the ASIS activity
at the Sheraton could easlly have heen
dealt with under civil law, as criminal
Mﬂl:i.m(:n ¥0u comment upon its ap-

unity from prosecution?

Answer: If It was you or I that com-
mitted those acts, we would have been
arrested forthwith and our names

have been front-page headlines.

1t highlights the power of the secret
agencies, that they were able to carry
out such an exerclise, get picked up by
the police, and then senior ASIS person-
nel could still go to the police head-
quarters and get them off scot-free,
with thelr names being kept secret
from the Australlan people.

1 think the Victorlan Government is
1o be commended for iis attempt to
m;f:;me the case.

e 15 no doubt of the serlous
breach of Victorian laws in this matter.

But they are protected by a "D

', which Is not even exactly legal,
Itis more like a gentlemen's agreement
that the medla should protect the es-
lablishment by not publishing detalls of
securlty operatlons, especially agents’

S0 our conservative medla

ost certainly
If the Government were to try o chal-
lenge the power of ASIS by providing
the names of the agents to the public,
1

Question: What should the Federal
government have done In relation fo the
Sheraton

rald?

Answer: It should have come behind
the Victorian Government in its call for
a full and open explanation of all the
event around the Sheraton rald. It
should have Insisted on the publication
of names, because the public has a rlght

Question: Prime Minister Hawke left
the inquiry to Justice Hope. What do
you think of that?

Answer: Hope is a conservative and
last time around, he was so concerned
for the welfare of ASIO that he altered
the law to sult It even better than ever.
He found that it had been breaking the
law, 50 he altered it to make Its activity
legal!

To have him Ingulire Into an organisa-
tion that he has had such a big role in
shaping is absurd, The ASIO Act was
passed In 1979, and other changes were
carried out, all based on recommenda-
tlons from Hope's first Royal Commis-
slon Into security, under the Fraser
Government.

Question: I understand the Hawke
Government has given ASIS a 25 per
cent increase in its budget.

Answer: Yes and ASIO got a 50 per
cent rise last budget, they are a growih
Industry, about the only one under this
Government!

While we have essenilal Jobs being
slashed because of “'lack of money," we
have the security Industry, which
threatens not only our elvil liberties,
but alse our entire democratic rights,
getting vast increases. This says a
great deal about where the country ls
belng taken at present,

o Inm: Wnnl:a the state of ALP
cy In relation to ASIS and
ET:.nmi Mm‘l‘h level? St
wer: The natlonal policy has o
got stuff about controls ap:d ﬂ¥ldﬂ!. Sb!:
this is meaningless, toothless.

The Victorlan Branch position is
much stronger,

Our position is for abolition of ASIO
and the rest, and It goes a bit further
than that. We have got now a more com-

prehensive policy, which, as a forerun-
ner to abolltion of ASIO and ASIS, calls
for a full open and public inquiry, a real
one, not like the spurlous Hope one.

This would enable Australlans to see
how many agencies there are, what
:vh:i:t t:\]vlerseas 'a!ill::latlau are, and

ey actua

A?&mn. ¥ Y get up to In
nk that most Ausiralians would
?ve:;l;;gg .l:rhen they see what {s real-
our own soclety, with us
!onﬂngﬂl?m%enlsaytg& the
bill, I don't exclude the fact that these

mumgzl,g of mon:

outslde sources, under the table.

We also had a polley for abolition of

Speclal Branch in this State, and this
has been implemented. There Is still the
nasty feeling that games continue in the
rest of the Victorla police, but at least
we had the declaration of where we
stand in this State, that we don't like
secret police, which Is what all Special
Branches are. ASIO is very closely
linked to them, so If you condemn one,
you are really taking on the lot.
~ Special Branches also play dirty
tricks and destabllise, as was
graphically shown in the NSW Hilton
bombing and frame-up of the Ananda
Marga.

We spent years writing the book
Rooted in Secrecy about our concerns,
about how they really do threaten our
security, in very basic and drastic
ways. If Australlans don't wake up,
they will find out one day that they are
living in what has become a fully
fledged police state, because a stand
was not taken soon enough.

So natlonally, It Is a battle, because
many of the people at that level get
sucked in by all the nonsense about con-
trol and accountabllity of the secret
police.

It Is fundamental to thelr nature, that
you cannot control these agencies.
Firsily, because of the overseas affilia-
tions. Secondly, because they operate
on this “need-to-know" basis, so the
government of the day not only does not
know what the agencies are up to, but
also does not even know who they all

are.

Whitlam was not told abo) e
istence of ASIS until he heca“mle“l;:'i::e
Minister. It had been golng for 22 years
when he first was told about it,

Very few people know even now about
the most important of them all, the
Defence Signals Division. The DSD is
the one that the Americans most rely
on, it Is tled up with the [ncredibly
g;wutulmuils. National Security

ency, which Is even m
pEHCy Wl ore important

To talk about controlling them all
when we don't even kmow all about
them, Is plaln nonsense.

That Is going to be the main argu-
ment at the upcoming National
Conference In July. The people who
really support the secrei agencles will
be pushing the same tired old argu.
ments of control and accountabllity.

They will be saying, *'We have got to
make them more open and more ac-
countable,” when In fact they have got
:? :n“teminn or possibllity of doing that

These peaple are quite happy to s
the agencles keep on doing ?I{‘at th:;
always have done.

W Socialisation Units, 1930-32

 the first of two parts on the powarful movement
loped in NSW around the Party's socialisation ob- |
n the early 1930s. The first part deals with the
‘of the movement and the early batles it had with ‘
ortars of the Labor Premier of NSW, Jack Lang. It |
the way the Units were organised
'second part will examine the divisions that eventual- |
foped within the movement and will assess its
and weakensses ‘

ril 4, 1931, Bill McNamara — the son of & founder of
gue and manager, until 1929, of |
ra’'s Bookshop — moved a mglmn ‘
contained the following clauses at the State
ence (then called Easter Conference) of the NSW

s e Plan’ of
That a plan, to be known as the “Three Year
I:l'a:nsrl’llnn. be propagated to provide for Government
sulations, such regulations to aim at the establishment
Be years of a Soclalist State by:
]E'I');le vesting in the people’s governn_mem of all |h'e
of ownership and the control of SPECIFIED pr\.wpprt\
) The administration of all specified industries 42;1
i of ernment, inc! y natlonal In-
'Irg:f Cuglfxvmlssions and Sub-Commissions, WITH
CT Wi

* AND PRODUCERS' L‘.OI\_U'R(JL ]_')UR-

THE ’.I?HRI-{(]?ggAR PERIOD OF TR;‘\NSlTlC“t\“ i
4(3) The establishing of Compulsory Pools for the ha
of the natlon’s entire production
4) The encouragement of
ntrolled Cooperatives.”

ter heated debate the motion was &
9.

workers-and-farmers-

dopted by a vote of

mber of Livingstone (NSW) ALP_BTcl

mier, Jack Lang,

t day the State Labor Pre g )
;13::\:“::”0& speech that had been def;gnl%d —':,\tpﬁ‘cll
off growing demands for action on the pdhl |)3 ! n:\rmc o
| Socialisation objective. He had suggested lhe P‘\:}g\mﬁ aned
ach was (o support his so-called Lang L the credit
simply for greater Government control m]t;“w By
system and a propaganda campaign 10 pOpUIaris
lisation. g
mﬁlaf; i‘;cd}ieen shocked to find that his decoy .:?1]\;‘0 ‘!:d':':é
prevented further debate on fhe subject. Wl' e
" argued that the Lang Plan was all right, in as 'dflll\u.Jﬂi’ll\' o
but that much more was needed. And the L
delegates had agreed.

However, Lang was not prepar
slon. That night he had his polﬂlcul h
called Inner Group lobby intensively an
managed fo secure a recision of the Three Ye
by a margin of 65 to 35.

In its place they Inser!

. U deci-
ed to tolerate such a ¢
enchmen in the 0
d the next day they
ar Plan motion

ted the following motion: il
““That the Soclallsation Committee be |ns[rurl_:,t:[.£|l'radql ldl::‘

up a plan of operation indleating the steps 1o U“d‘ et

varlous stages of transition are reached, and e

soclallsation of credit s achieved, Labor [J.m i e e

make provision for co-operative societies (0 engage

Ing and insurance.”

This, of course, was a deliberately va

meant nothing In practice. But it did no

Labor Militant, April 1984

gue pmpnsmon that
t end the fight over

werful movement for

i

T
¥

are brightening up. Last week | o
\ the dog; this week there’s encn

‘ ONLY ONE REMEDY FOR/THIS = SUCIALISATION'

alisation ob-

| the adoption of a plan for implementing the so
jectlve.

| MecNamara had present

| socialisation Commitiee an

ed his motion on behalf of the
d that committee. {n turn, drew
its strength from the existence of 97 Socialisation l.lnl[s (=
‘ tlastl:l:;geg by Party Branches during the previous ):Eedr{ A
The defeat in 1931 caused a division in the ranks o
One wing, led by McNamara and
that the Three Year Plan should be
mented after the collapse of

Socialisation Units
Kilburn, began to argue
seen as something to be imple:
capitalisi
group, led by T
ower by the working cla§§ tzam‘mj e
alist state as an immediate objec 3 o
('aglutl {his, rather fundamental, difference ' appmad; drlld
not cause the immediate demise of the Units. In [;r[ll_g
movement as & whole continued to grow to the peak of 1T
Jnits in late 1832, i i
Ll{i was only after Lang declared open warfare on :l\r: u ru!;
in 1933 that the tide began to turn. Using Left lll:mdgqu !
bureaucrats manoeuvering, and a cat_’npalgn In fhe ga%:;wc
{he Labor Daily, Lang and his gnngr (_.Lj;“p ﬁ;? oﬁl: :vdnew
ctory over the leaders of the s at
;&elro;alilan conference In 1833 — pushing through a motlon
ng the Units to dissolve. i i
ﬂr?r?rtil:egiace of this attack the Revolutionary soglah_m.ww]g
(that Initiated by Payne and his supporters} le\:[l| to join the
Communist Party and the movement coLlapa&: L
However, this movement remains an extremely P
ne to study. It was, In fact, . j
;i::-gmcnl this country has seen. It provides us ““?:11“‘11\“\}-:
1essons for revolutionary soclalist strategy today Al'l.[l .I.I L'-‘
important to have a good understanding of the movermnen

Continued on page k)
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Socialisation Units

Continued from page 19
strengths and weaknesses, and the reasons for its demise.

To understand this movement it is first of all necessary to
trace its origins.

Many of the key figures already had long involvement in
bullding sociallst currents. Quite a few had been actlvists (n
the one Big Union movement. Some had even been involved
in the formation of the Communist Party of Australia and
for many years there had been rather disorganised
mm:.lnsﬂm In (:n; T‘Zﬁergt-mups T;I?Ln the ALP which had

uences erican s
Lt I.nnrlrm‘y ocialist writers llke de Leon,

Among the early leaders of the soclallsation movement
were Donald Grant, one of the 12 International Workers of
the World leaders jailed during World War I, and Jack

Kilburn, secretary of the 5
e e 0}33 e Bricklayers’ Union and former

. Strangely enough, the movement that was to ETOW s0 lar
owerful in 1931 and 1932 had a very L5
e ad a Innocuous beginn-

Acting as an Individual, A.W. Thompson, former OBU ac-
;lfv]st. secretary of the Milk Emplayee;" Union and pmsid:;l
ngt:le Enfield ALF Branch, moved a motion at the February
ropolitan Conference recommending that the Annual
General (Easter) Conference '‘set up a committee 1o devise

Ways and means to propagate the first and principal plat-

— - — . o -

BL
o! Labor! must there be
Farm and Factory Work
Sl

 form of the party — the Soclallsation of Industry."
' The motlon was seconded by W. Jones and supported by
Donald Grant. It carrled unopposed.

Presumably the Langites could see no harm in such 4
rcommittee, but the former OBU members considered i 1,
have greal potential. They therefore put their weight behing
the motlon to the Easter Conference, moved by Kilburn, and

of Kilburn, Mc-

 all members of Soclalism In Our Time group — was an.
polnted as the Sociallsation of Industry Commitice. “The

 mame was soon shortemed to Soclalisation Committee

Kilburn was appointed president and McNamara secretary.

nl e of the committee in

a letter to the Labor Daily and called on Party members 10

asslst the campaign In the following ways:

d“nil) By ndli_uss[ng public meetings either open air or in

x ;

*(2) By distributing leaflets on soci i

Calllnnmlee R mﬁme T ocialisation which the
Dg) By organising Units Oor groups for the above pur

A ¥ 4
*“(4) By donations to {
which the Committee hnps: tgﬂ e:gﬁxg i
1) By any other means .. %
was In response o the third polnt that some P.
E;;:;c!;;:; began to establish the first sucir:ﬁsafll:;
B aun[ls,lllerea_lleda.ln_lpl_yS?qlal_isatlonUnits. on

iy N
0ODY, BUT hUNBOWED )
e yet another Easter Crucifixi

er unite to hail the gﬁ:;o;“igﬁ:m

Socialisation Call, April 1933

movement was to be based.
allsation Committee also began to publish a week-
day Supplement in the Labor Dally under the

Soelallsation of Industry and this clearly struck a

th many Party members. It wasn't long before

anches were discussing the Ideas proposed by the
ee, Inviting Commiftees representative to address

etings and setting up more U,

g second half of 1930, the movement was given new
by the gathering gloom of the Depression.
clalisation Units proved to be attractive to young

r& who had not previously considered joining the ALP.

anted to take action to save their jobs and the Units

ed an opportunity to pursue that objective In the
sphere. In many cases the Units grew much larger

e Branches that had established them. After just one

here were 97 of them

n the fact that they eventually conjured up every

K they could concelve to smash the Socialisation Units, it

haps surprising that Lang and his supporters did not

jaoner to try and contain the growth of the movement

e are a number of reasons for this

1930 Lang himself was using liberal doses of Left

Bogy to maintain his electoral standing.

pre entering Parliament he had been a real estate

it and in his early career had been consldered a conser-

. As State Treasurer from 1920 to 1922 his economic

gs had been anything but radical.

wever, when he became Premler in 1925 his Govern-

t had Initlated reforms which had given Lang the

tation of being a partisan of the working class. These in

ed:

(1} Introduction of the widow's pension,

(2) Introduction of a workers' compensation scheme

(3) the restoration of the 44-hour week (which had been

away under the pretext of military needs during the

H
4) restoration of seniority to railway workers who had
n demoted for their role In the 1917 general strike.

In the late 1920s, Lang had been an outspoken Left eritic of
the Federal Labor Government — demanding, for instance,

@t It use the army to open mines when miners were locked
out by the mine owners in 1929 “

In 19830 he put forward his mier's Plan (Lang Plan) in
position to reactionary economic advice glven to the
overnment by Otto Niemeyer of the Bank of England.
So 1t would have been difficult for Lang not to have tar-
' nished his own image by attacking the soclalisation move-
. ment In Its early stages. <

Secondly, Lang knew that as long as he could keep his
machine — the Inner Group — together and in tight control
of the Party execufive; and as long as he could tie up the
" vote of trade union delegations at Conference, he would be in
4 position to out-manoeuvre the leaders of the Soclalisation
Unlts,

In fact, It was only when the Soclalisation Units began
serlous work to penetrate into the ranks of the unions that
Lang launched his all-out attack.

One key aspect of Lang's sirategy had been an alllance he
‘made in 1925 with Jock Garden and his so-called Trades Hall
“'Reds."

Garden had been a member of the Communist Party In its
early days and had been Involved in an effort to setup an In-
dustrial Soclalist Labor Party in 1919.

But, after beecoming secretary of the NSW Labor Council
in 1919, he steadily evolved in a rightward direction and his
group of Left bureaucrats played a big role In sirengthening
the Lang machine that eventually defeated the thrust of the
Soclalisation Units., As long as Garden could dellver the
votes of key trade union delegations at ALP Conferences
Lang was safe.

So Lang and his Inner Group had the organisatignal struc-
ture of the ALP under tight control and, furthermore, the

Labor Milliant, April 1884

leaders of the Soclallsation Units were slow to see the need
to break this control. In 1930 and 1931 McNamara and
Kilburn campaigned against proposals to stand candidates

for the Party executives, belleving that they could actually
convince existing Party leaders to support the campalgn for
soclalisation

In fact, it wasn't until about mid-1932, after Lang had
backed away from organising a fight agalnst the sacking of
his Government by Governor Phillip Game (and had lost of-
fice in the ensuing electlons) that the leaders of the Units
declded on a campaign to capture control of the Party ap
pa:'alus.

But it was a bad time for such a move. The mood In the
Party ranks was a mixture of sympathy for Lang because of
his sacking and the constant attacks on him in the capltalist
press, and of demoralisation at Labor's fallure to really
fight the sacking. So a campaign, that might have succeeded
a year earller, ended in faflure.

There is another major reason why Lang was unwilling to
try to smash the Socialisation Units earller than he did. This
was the fact that he was also Involved in a major fight with
the right-wing leadership of the Federal ALF and, after 1931,
with a right-wing splinter group from the NSW Branch.

In 1931 Lang had presented his economic plan — which, at
this point, included a proposal to defer payment of debts to
British shareholders untll interest rates were readjusted —
to a Premiers' Conference.

It was rejected by the Federal Scullin Labor Government.
The Federal executive of the Party then directed the NSW
Branch to defend the proposals put forward by the Scullin
Government. However, the Langites on the NSW Branch ex-
ecutive defled this and fought a by-election in 1831 on the
basls of the Lang Plan. Thelr candidate, Eddle Ward, won
but was not allowed Into the Federal caucus.

This soon led to a split. The Federal executive expelled the
NSW Branch and the Langites expelled members of the
Scullln Government from the NSW Branch. The Federal ex-
ecutive trled to form a new Branch in NSW around the
Treasurer in the Scullin Government, and former Premier
of Queensland, E.G. Theodore, In return Lang began
organising a caucus of his own supporters In the Federal
Parllament.

The splinter group around Theodore did not serlously
weaken Lang's position in NSW. But, In view of the fact that
he was trying to outmanoeuvre the Right In the Federal
sphere, 1t would have been a bad time to launch a purge of
the Left in NSW.

While not prepared to gamble on an all-out attack on the
leaders of the Soclalisation Units until 1333, Lang was deter-
mined to contain the growth of thelr influence from the
beginning of 1931.

In February 1931, Garden presented McNamara and
Kilburn with an ultimatum, If they did not accept the
nomination of three Inner Group members on the Soclalisa-
tlon Committee at that year's Easter Conference, {he Inner
Group would ensure that McNamara was prevented from
being elected as a delegate to that Conference.

So, the Soclalisation Commiitee was left with three
representatives from the Inmer Group, and four previous
members of the committee.

“This wouldn't have been so bad except that Garden and his
cronies had also been secretly working on Donald Grant and
soon after Conference It became clear that the man who
galned fame as a martyr for the IWW, had switched sides
and was voting with the Inner Group representatives.

Grant's defection proved to be something of a turning
point for the movement, For, while the Inner Group
representatives on the committee could do nothing o pre

Continued on page 16
21



victoria

Young Fabians’ seminar

Forum for Hawke’s supporters

Fablans are supposed to be in favour
of ""democratic socialism.” But a re-
cenl seminar organised by the Vic-
torlan Young Fablans on the title “U-
nions and the ALP' simply gave
members and supporters of Bob
Hawke's Labor Unity faction the oppor-
tunity to explain why they supported
the affiliation of unions dominated by
the extreme right (and strictly anti-
mdemocraﬂc} National Civic Council to

Paul White
Secratary Kensington (Vic) ALP Branch.
Subbranch secretary ACOA

This confirmed the fact that the Fa-
bians in Victoria have become a front
group for Hawke’s faction.

The seminar was opened by well-
kmown right wing witch-hunter Rob
Bladler, who is himself a good
barometer of just how far 1o the right
Labor Unity has travelled. Six years
ago, Bladier was a key operative in a
move to unseal a pro-NCC leadership in
the shop assistants’ union. Now he is ac-
tively seeking the admission of his
former enemies inta the Labor Party.
Bob Hogg was the first speaker.
Hogg, of course, used to be a leader of
the Soclalist Left, as well as State
Secrefary of the Victorian Branch of
the ALP. That Is until Bob Hawke of-
fered him & job as his Senior Adviser in
reward for his leading role in destroy-
ing the Party's anti-uranium policy at
the 1882 National Conference.

Hogg's speech was generally ramb].
Ing, repetitive and not very infor-
mative. He droned on, in thoroughly
abstract style, about the benefits of un-
lons atfiliating to the Party. He could
have been giving an “educational” talk
10 high school students.

Hogg was not amused by some of the
Qquestions put to him following his
mon; €. One person pointed out that

Bob Hogg: um to disguise rabid right-
wing flavour of seminar

lons coneerned on the question of ALP
affiliation now. Later on, however, the
mask of neutrality slipped a litile. In
answer to another question, he alleged
that there was ‘much paronoia’ about
the NCC In the labour movement.

S0 what point was there in having
such a non-committal (and frankly
boring) speaker? The answer Is sim-
ple. He wasn't there for his eloquence,
or lack of it, but in the hope that his
former reputation as something of a
Lefty would help disguise the otherwise
rabldly right-wing complexion of the
seminar.

Next came Jim Patterson, Victorian
secretary of the traln-drivers' union,
AFULE. Patterson was filling In for
Ffdaraled Clerks Unfon officlal Mike
O'Sullivan, who was unable to aftend,
He quickly left us in no doubt about
where he stood, He regards Left forces,
such as the Socialst Party of Australia,
as blgger threats than the NCC, and
crowed about his defeat of a left-wing
leadership in his union. He sirongly
denied that any of the four unlons had
s_nown any disloyaity to ALP policy.

Patierson could not control an urge to
inject erude racism into the procedings.
W'J!E‘n explaining why he thought the
NCC-dominated unions should be in the
Party, he sald: “Irs a question of
whether you want an Arab outside your
tent pissing in or inside plssing out.”

Pastrycooks Union secretary Bill
Nowak followed, Like the AFULE, his
union has traditionally affliated to the
ALP. Yet, after hearing Nowak, one
wonders whal the rank and file of his
union have ever got out of It. Nowak's

Did he think that sup-
should be a question
by the Party in accepting or

reject applications f
h’mp.% nll;mauon nrslhengm‘éS: Ul:
Hogg refused 1o be drawn, V)
rather lame excuse of “the ...‘?ﬁ'%'«'
‘my job” (as Hawke's ‘adviser), he
would only state that It was *up to the
3 € lons." He ¢ :lﬂmn |

main point seemed to be that ALP af
fillation was a good Idea for unions
because they can use it to get their of
ficlals into parliament!

The final trade unlon speaker was
Tony Tuchey, Victorlan Branch presi-
dent of the Municipal Officers Assocla-
tion. The MOA split from the Municipal
Employees Unlon some 25 years ago.
According to Tuohey, the spiit was due
to opposition to affiliation to the ALFP
and the ACTU, The union Is now recon-
sidering affiliation, he reported.

The right-wing politics and duplicity
of these trade union bureaucrats was
further shown in the question period
which followed their contributions. For
Instance, Patterson was challenged
about the real motives of the four un-
lons In seeking affiliation. It was
pointed out to him that all four
organisations were supported in their
move by the Labor Unity faction in
order to enhance its own strength.

Replying to this, Patterson conceded
that the NCC was not dead: “But the
rank and file members of these four un-
lons will remain In the wilderness if
they are not brought into an arena
where falr comparisons can be made
with the wages and conditlons of other
unions." Such an arena, he maintained,
was the ALP. Once these unions are in
the Party, he claimed, ““we can expose
some of those leaders."

He refused to respond when someone
;:::ld :h{mlhese leaders had not

lously been exposed In t
AL Xp n the arena of

Patterson also repeatedly evaded
answering another point. He supported
hlck}qq Party membership for known
pro-NCC figures like Maynes of the
clerks' unfon. But he would not com-
ment on the point that these ultra-right
leaders would still control the policies
of thelr union's delegates because of the
undemoeratic nature of thelr control.

The three unlons represented at the
seminar revealed an Interesting at-
titude to democratie declsion-making in
their own unions, Only one — the
AFULE — elects Its ALP Conference
delegates through a direct rank-and.file
ballot (a procedure that predates the
current right-wing leadership), Nowak
reported that his union leaves the selec-
tion of Conference delegates to the com-
mittee of management. And Tuchey
praised this procedure and indicated
the MOA would do the same if It Is ac-
cepted s an affiliate. According to
Tuohey: *“Any unlon officlal that can't
control his own numbers doesn't
deserve 10 be a union officlal,”

The day ended with a session entitled

Continued next page

victoria

Meeting condemns
aid to Marcos

“agricultural development" Is based on
expensive Inputs such as fertllisers
which poor farmers cannot afford.

““This meeting calls on the Australlan
Government to take a much stronger

stand towards the Marcos Government,
by ceasing all military ald to that
Government, and by reassessing
Australla’s economic and development
ald.” Lt

The above resolution was passed at a
meeting of over 200 people in
Melbourne on March 20.

Chris Slee
Membar Blackburn Sauth (Vic) ALP Branch
and ATAMOEA s

The meeting, organised by the Philip-
pines Solidarity Committee, was
focused on the case of Fr. Brian Gore
-f and the “Negros 9, but also dealt with
5 the whole question of human rights in
he Phillppines.

; Jeff Klﬁiea. representing the Catholic
Commission for Justice and Peace,
described the poverty and exploitation
of farm workers and particularly on the
island of Negros where ‘_:;DIE wq;ked.
He explained that the “Negros 9"’ saw
the role of the Church as being to
‘teach people to stand up for their
rights.” This was thelr real crime in the
eves of the big landowners and the
sovernment.

: ?Eg?‘a also criticised the Australlan

ald project on the island of Samar,
M which fails to benefit the poor. Road
- s e = ¥ Lullding 1s not much use to those who
Rieone: M Meating condsmnsd cannot afford road transport, while

%]

Cliff Dolan, President of the ACTU,
spoke on the repression of trade unions
in the Philippines. He said he was not
happy with the attitude of the
Australian Government. He said it
should be more forthright in taking up
human rights Isssues.

Ana Marla Nemenzo reported on the
oppresslon of women under the Marcos
regime. She sald that Australian
military aid *coniributes to the repres-

ur people.”

SlTL“P[ g‘.ena%orp.\/lichnel Tate called for
the suspension of the “‘defence co-
operation agreement’’ between

Australia and the Philippines untll it

can be proven that it does not con

tribute fo the suppression of human
rights. 1n noting that 112 Filipino
military personnel were trained In

Australla In 1982/83 he argued that the

expenditure of Australian taxes in ways

that aid the suppression of dissent was

o ceplable.’”

“]g; .iclﬁrel:i MeCoy spoke of the decline
of the Marcos dictatorship and the rise
of a popular revolutionary movr-me;r.
pased particularly on the peasants'. e
pointed out that the Australlan Govern
ment, while it protesis over the lmrle
case, supports the Marcos regime l
views the U.S. bases in the Philippines
as essential to the ANZUS alliance

Australian aid to his regime

: on "‘making ine Accord work."
mainly on g g

Continued from previous page His centr a‘] dpu]t"!'a]wrzslallons
P J0Ver = Ly alla's Industr
Unlons and a Labor Government, hy;:ﬁ:oauses wage inflation.” Echo-

which began with a talk by Bob Carr
Carr Is currently a member of the
NSW parllament for the seal of
Maroubra. He was formerly an official
in the right-wing Ducker machine at the
NSW Trades and Labor Council. He
also worked for six years as senlor in-
dustrial and political journalist for the
reactionary Bulletin magazine In this
latter capacity, he penned the cover
story on the Ships Painters and Dockers
Union which sparked off Fraser's
witch-hunting Royal Commission. (The
Hawke Government has continued with
the witch-hunt of the Painters and

Liberals' propaganda, he as-
.sr:\?t(‘-gelhal wage rises cause inflation,
He then went on fo say that an in-
policy would only work If
snalties were provided for unions that
g:nwpd outside wages guldelines. He
sald he agreed with what he claimed
was the opinion of Bob Hogg, that i* Is
“iyery unfair for the BLF to take advan-
tage of the fact that the (Juvelr_nmenl is
pumping money into housing,"' by mak-
|ng new wage elaims. He suggested the
BLF claim ''was sectlonal, Indefensible
and will affect jobs."” He stressed his
“‘Hawke Is entlrely right to

comes

Dockers). yiew that

Carr is a prominent front-runner for re\-ivi E(;gregistruttun threats agalnst
the NSW Centre Unity faction, so his  the BLEF.
contribution provided a good Insight Carr praised the Swedish trade union

\nto the politics of that group, He spoke  movement, which suffered under an
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2 i saveral
Accord-style soclal contract 1or sev fra
years. He thought Swedish unions were
to be especlally commended for Ue_ir!g
to live with a drop in real

prepared a d L AL
S| e interest of “'natlonal co
e I ! And e concluded: "This

petitlveness.
is where we

m-Nm surprisingly, Carr did nurrauppnn
one aspect of the Accord — price con-
trol. In his view, 'a strong Prkﬂ:ﬁ
Survelllance Authority would culrlu
owth. Only when firms again De(ome'
profitable will they again employ
ore,” On a similar basls he a_lst? ex-
cused the faflure of the Hawke (_.mmn;
ment to increase the real value of
welfare and soclal security pg}'mt‘ms
At lease the Young Fablans' seminar
was good for one thing. It (“posed.lhe
policies and practices of those wha sup-
port the reaffillation of the unions
dominated by the exireme right

've got to get unions here

-}
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Opposing U.S. war plans

Marlo Carascalao, and the church have

g Is an interview with Pat

Lrear editor(s), "
L military thinking

1 wrote the enclosed for our local disarmament grouj 5 1

:I:;::;l:,gr: It Is informative though not with it mg::ﬂ:gﬂgnﬁli:!wﬁ] a!ﬂil one of deterrence. However her of the East Timor As-

AL 1:\:&1; Nmr:h:am ymu'(':m-) readers may find Stagmmed i MmeAE :’oel ght ignur:lear war have tran- d East Timor adviser for deplored the ongoing Indonesian
7 rminin -ategies for working within the anin, Errence. Council for Overseas military activity and called for m
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A tlon year wh your view of the Question: Can you t about ef-
he states there can be no winners in a s s £l of the 1984 ALP you commient about &
nuclear e L s by ctions of
QET: for work in solidarity with f;::: ::cds;':\nl‘s l;:;:r.-nl!}.; {’Jeé‘:'ﬁ;:%m
Timor is exclusively a hard-line left-

of East Timor?

With the ALP now well es-
national Governraent, the
fee is of deep interest to
‘concerned about Indonesia's
ational self-determination (o

But through his (and previous) admini:
stration’s mil
preparedness, the U.S. Is moving towards a ﬂrsl-;ittr?g

wing cause?

Answer: The fact Is that East Timor
is of concern to the broad Australian
community.

Support ranges across the whole
{deological spectrum In the ALF, as Is
reflected in the firmness of policy at all
levels

Even the Australlan Democrats and
some Individual Liberals are for self-
determination in East Timor.

Those who promote the left-wing con

This year visliing warships and s
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erring

T
e to help ensure that the ALP
srament, If T can make the dis
petween the Government and
* will come to grips with the Is-

are scheduled for prod
ry a 200kt nuclear mr“fe'i‘mwlm and 60 per cent will car- war. But the more that
In the past, visliog w"d. fighting are refined ‘MW'T‘"MN detalls of nuclear war
'ships and submarines have car- Parallel with this ll}rlmq(mf possible It becomes, asserting Party feeling and 4 i .
hinking is the integratlo the Conference, we want 1o en- — spiracy myth on this, do It to isolate
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withstand Indonesien bliz and launch yp,1 qwikward issues will eventually

ried nuclear weapons, Bul
. But thelr potentlal use in nu
clear war nuclear weapons (nto conventi,
lonal war flghting scenar|
0s.
fade away
Just look at the ALP State

was confined to a theatre role and
to be used primaril; Gl
ly tron bomb 1s one example of this. Its value for the e e

onfident that the conscience of
head of the Indonesian

against other naval craft
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Couneil for Overseas Aid
ACOA strongly supports the Easlt

As Gerald Smith, chief
. negotiator for SALT1
‘the depl under Nix bombs may be prefered
] e % the military and accepted by a
Timorese, yel the 50 affillated non

e missiles sedated U.S. publie o bludgeon its opponents into early sur
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the growing
“ tear that the U.S. is not render. ilicy implementation ought to be Teft

o the Government.

> diplomatic front, FRETILIN

only planning to tight
anuclear
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Question: It is often said that the

policy. 1€}
1 ojther inter Indonesia to the conference table
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erence. > tion, gave notice of the onslaught in Ju- 'I‘lr:ar. \ﬂla\t do y]u_u 1hi:;ﬁ::j e
R . s tol 1y Answer: Australia could do far more.
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slan Government hoping that, as in  to influence Indonesia, because of our
. they could quickly subjugate the geographic proximity and economle

further undermines 1
he Hawke Go g
port nuclear disarmam, Vernment’s clalm 1 blackm
1€, 0 51, all — not
Pacitlc Oceans 4s Zones ot peace. 2" A1 South Wari | mewly emerging m‘m““; st the Sovlets but also against the
. There 1s an old dlefum that s CcLalst states.

It also Indicates the
Inabi
ity of successlve Australlan polities by other means, This fs iy
7 0less true today than It wa:
S

1,800km North. W
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Tet underw and, Is nuclear disarm: g
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Government, a re-rui
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ment in Indonesia’s

East Timor.
Prime Minister Hawke and Forelgn
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misslle submaries s mﬂt 15 to track Soviet ballistic Middle East and Cﬂ?’,‘;f;f“’:#ﬂm canfllcts, such as the
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Whitlam Govern-
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1975 invasion of
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g uclear war. But we “mmun'conlrlbule & sh lmdlnl z IIE Spns E ”‘-. are diverting pressure from the east Indonesia from the current offensive,
gy g | orll ‘p or:ﬁ = L‘ﬂmpai'gn = ' and south: which was openly being planned at the
feautiant ST RaIRAIl. Question: Is there a danger of a time. j

1f anything, this was a worse failure

and along the West Australlan eoast, the possiblllty that nuclear =l
ons could also be used

on
Australla con
tes significan
Hly to U.S. naval actlvitles in against non-nuclear states,
SR e i repeat of the famine and social
than 1975, since Hayden and Hawke g

used by Indonesian opera-
present

the Indlan Ocean,
Mutual Assured The U.S. fou
(MAD) o ght Its war
ner stone of the deferrent theory, M1m theece colonial master, Britaly on during 1983 was also very much an
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4 spar r the use of nu; 4 donesian military offensive reported in already happening. action to influence Indonesia, including

the Australian media earlier this year” Both the Governor of East Timer,  withdrawal of military aid
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for global nuclear war.
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> the film does not confuse
the Sandinistas understood
throw of Somoza was es-
1t does not convey much of
ve alms.

1t Is nearly 5 years since the
trayed In Under Fire, Its
timely. Not only are the
s desperately trying to de-

ey are also holding their
st genulne elections. This Is
ontrast with Somoza's elec-
e (as Stryder points out In the
ballots appeared In the
‘the number of registered

also Imagine that El Salvador
very much like Nicaragua
Fire. El Salvador Is having a
ectlon on March 25 where the
‘get to choose between a man
ready failed to stop the violence
onths as president and a man
alleged to have directed the
uads and ordered the murder
bishop Romero in 1980,
Talia, even under Labor,
s asslstance to U.S. efforts
it the Central Amerlcan revolu-
U.S. warships in Fremantle
their supplies and refresh
' marines for service, possibly
Nicaragua and the Salvadoran
. After vislting Ronald Reagan In
te House last year, Hawke sald
“We recognise the legitimate
n of the American government In
s to developments In this area.”
e are safe in our cinema seats,
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Ire more Australlans to take the
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even from this distance.
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On the Waterfront

Waterfront had all the Ingredlents of
successful television — violence,
romance, prejudice and herolsm.

Like many other TV dramas It was
set In the past. But what was unusual
about It was that It deplcted an Impor
tant part of Australlan labour history.

Tony Brown

Member Rozelle East (NSW) ALP
Branch

The six-hour serles told the story of
the waterside strike of 1928. Many of the
characters were based on real people
and the events were similar to those
that took place during what has become
known as the “employers’ offenslve.”

This offensive came at a time when
the effects of post-War prosperity were
beginning to wane and the emplayers In
the shipping, timber and coal Industries
launched a drive to reduce wages an-
d/or take away working conditlons.

The pretence that the arbltration
system Is an Instrument of soclal
justice was shattered by the coerclve
methods (ntroduced during this perlod,
especlally In the waterfront and timber
disputes.

On September 10, 1928, Justice Beeby
(a former Labor politiclan} handed
down an award that required wharfles
fo attend two pick-ups a day rather one.
This meant that labourers could walt a
whole day, not get picked up and go
home without any pay.

The east coast ports struck in protest
and, by the next week, Fremantle and
Adelalde were also out.

Stanley Bruce, the Conservative
Prime Minister introduced the Tran-
sport Workers Act which Max Wood-
bury (Jack Thompson) of the TV serles
called the 'Dog Collar Act.” This Act
meant that all waterside workers were
to be licenced and that thelr licence
could be withdrawn If they refused to
accept an Award.

By early October, most of the 50 poris
had given ln, but not Port Melbourne.

Against this background, Waterfront
was able to give a view of life in the
community of the striking waterslde
workers and thelr familles, and In the
Itallan community from which many
scabs were drawn to break the strike.

Many of the Itallans had come to
Ausiralia to escape fascism, They were
desperate to find work In their new
country and were often unaware that
they were being used as scabs. Raclsm
was fuelled by the legitimate anger at
the use of scab labour.

The serles succeeded In portraylng
the disorlentation of the Itallans In an

unfamillar country. Tt showed the
determination of the wharfies and their
tamllies; the toughness of unlon
secretary Sam Elllot; and the raclsm of
the Australians

It showed signs of an emerging
fasclst movement in Australla and
revealed the the links between the
Pollce Commissioner General Blamey,
the Conservative Opposition leader and
the Governor.

The bitterness of the dispute Is well
captured, particularly when the
violence came to a head. On November
2, police opened fire on unarmed
workers demonstrating agalnst the
scabs. Four were wounded and one,
Alan Whittaker, dled.

At the tlme Victorla had a Labor
Gavernment although Premler Hogan
became a deserter In the mould of Bllly
Hughes and Justice Beeby.

The hatred of scabs Is also well
portrayed. You see why the wharfles
took to bombing migrant clubs and
boarding houses and throwing two
Italian workers from a rallway bridge.

In the book Weevils In the Flour Tom
Hills, who was a wharfle in 1928, recalls
how intense the antl-scab feeling was at
the time. He recounts seeing a funeral
processlon one day and being told not to
take his hat off by a fellow wharfle
because the dead man was a scab,
“When was he a scab?" asked Hills.
"In 1890, came the reply.

The use of scabs on the wharves led to
a serious undermining of hard-won con-
ditlons. And It was not untll 1935 that the
first steps were taken 1o unlonise the
scabs. The last port where this hap-
pened was Bundaberg In Queensland
where any wharfle found talking to
scabs was fined 5 pounds by the unlon —
the equivalent of a week's wages.

The best aspect of Waterfront was the
fact that the characters developed
throughout the course of the strike,
Max Woodbury gets a crash course n
unlon politics and his romance with
Anna (Greta Scacchl) establlshes con-
tact between the iwo warring com-
munities.

The closing scenes show Anna and
one of the women In the wharfie com-
munliy, Vera, embrace and agree that
the fight must go on. It Is a welcome
change to see such a conclusion belng
drawn by two women who have learnt
much from thelr participation In the
siruggle.

1f Waterfront Is an Indleation of what
they can do, let's hope that more televi-
slon scriptwriters will turn thelr atten-
tlon to other eplsodes In Austr
labour history.
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The February 3 editlon of Rupert
Murdoch’s Perth paper, the Sunday
Times, sald this about the economic
policles of the WA Labor Government
of Brian Burke:

“What! . .. A Labor Government
outliberalising the Liberals?

“ps fantastic as it may seemn that ap-
pears 1o be the way that Mr Burke Is
heading

Frank Noakes
Member of the Whitfords (WA) ALP Branch

“The news this week that private
enterprise may s00n be invited to take a
share in some state government
businesses must have Ben Chifley, who
lost office over a proposal to nationalise
banks, turning in his grave.

“Mr Burke and the ruling elements of
the WA Labor movement should be ap-
plauded at having learnt their lessons
from the days of Gough Whitlam.”

The Government's economle pollcles
have also won endorsement from other
unlikely sources, such as the former
senlor executlve of Western Mining
Corporatlon, Sir Lawrence Brodle-Hall,
who told a meeting of the WA School of
Mines advlsory councll in the first week
of March that:

I am a supporter of free enterprise
and political parties that support free
enterprise. It was with some foreboding
and some fear that I greeted the change
of government. The events of the past
12 months have dispelled those fears."

Al the same time some of the worst
fears of soclalists In the Party have
been conflrmed.

The same Issue of the Sunday Times
which editorialised in support of
Burke's economle policies carried what
1t described as the “‘Burke Manlfesto,”
This was the first time that Burke had
published a broad outline of hils
economie policles and philosophy.

Burke propesed that there have been
Iwo maln ways in which Labor Govern-
ments have approached economlc
policles which: “‘I've termed the
‘primitive way' and the ‘traditional
way' . . ."" He contlnued:

The ‘primitive way' s the most
direct: Blunt Iimposition of contral
through natlonallsation or soclalisa-

n.
“*Not only Is this approach Irrelevant
to today’s A it 1

Magazine

The Pramisr looks at his first yoar in offi
Eo oo ——

Against these two courses Burke
proposes a different solution:

‘“The 'positlve way' accepts that the
eritical conslderation Is not the direct
Involvement of government in wealth
creation, but maximising wealth
created so that the share accepted by
the community as legitimate for the
Government Increases.'

Just what Burke means by this
gobbledy-gook Includes such *‘positive”
measures as:

® The selling off of part of the State
Government Insurance Office to
private enterprise.

® Selling large tracts of Houslng
Commission land.

® Getling rid of 2000 Jobs In the public
service In one year.

® Supporting the wage-cutting Prices
and Incomes Accord,

® An Increase of Government rates
and charges by 30 per cent.

Apparently It also Involves sooling
cops onto Perth Clty Councll garbage
workers and supporting deregistration
proceedings agalnst the Electrical
Trades Unlon.

Burke says that hls Government's
policles will “stimulate growth and in-
crease the community's wealth. . . .

5
ly and politically impossible for an
State Gup:;mme:r g 4
““The ‘traditional way* 1s a mixture of
small doses of the ‘primitive way' com-
bined with what Is generally regarded
as ‘high tax government,' "
28

, the only wealth that Is grow-
Ing is In the form of private profits, and
the “distribution of resources to be
devoted to public purposes' Is really a
cover for disiributing resources away
t{n;ln the vast majority to the rullng
rich.

Burke ‘outliberalises’
the Liberals

Of course, Burke explains that selling
off part of the SGIO will expand In-.
come, as will the sale of Housing Com.-
mission land, But they do not create
wealth, They merely run down Govern-
ment assets.

He also presented the Government's
purchase of flve per cent of the Ashton
diamond jolnt venture as an example of
the “‘positive way.” But the Govern-
ment obtained this by a fluke that Isn't
likely 1o be repeated.

Under exlsting State laws any new
mining venture In the remote areas of
the State, employing a large number of
workers, has to provide housing and
other facllitles. Since the Ashton pro-
ject is near the township of Kununurra,
most of these facllitles will not be re-
quired, so the Government let the com-
pany off the hook In return for the flve
per cent share.

In reality, the Government's pollcles
cannot be credited for creating any new
wealth, much less for distributing any
more of it to working people. In fact,
on closer Inspection, Burke's *'positive
way'' looks susplelously like what he
rightly termed the *'traditional way"" of
Labor Governments: ‘‘small doses of
the ‘primlitive way' combined with what
Is generally regarded as ‘high tax
government.' "

In his zeal to throw out the ‘primitive
way,"” Burke has to lle. For example,
when he says that natlonallsation of in-
dustry Is “‘constitutionally . . . impos-
sible for any State Government,” he
contradlcts no less an authorlty than
Commonwealth Attorney-General
Gareth Evans. In his contribution to the
book The Soclalist Objective Evans
wrote:

*"There Is no constitutional difflculty
about the states nationallsing
enterprises and Industrles operating
solely within thelr own borders."” And
further: “Any state government can
acquire any business operating on a
purely Intrastate basls at any time, for
any purpose; whether It pays any com-
pensatlon In return and whether that
compensatlon 1s adequate are matters
for state law to determine."

Burke's real objectlon to natlonallsa-
tlon Is that It leads In the opposlte direc-
tlon to where he wants to go.
Natlonallsatlon means deprlving some
capitallsts of their private assets and
thelr ability to rake In private fortunes.

t means turning these sources of °
wealth Into public assets for the good of Z
the whole community. Burke prefers to 5
strengthen private enterprise by &
boosting profit levels. As the Murdoch 3
press put It, he wants to “outliberalise
the Liberals.”
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