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NIXON WINS
BUT FPROBLEMS

REMAIN
ook o o o

Nixon has narrowly defeated Humphrey for the Presidency

of the United States,

Tweedledum has defeated tweedledee,

Two non-

descript candidates have foughta phoney war in which each concentrated on saying
as little as possible and being all things to all men.

Never has the phoneyness of the
American 'democracy' been so clear
and stripped of its glitter. Never for
many decades have so many Americans
been cynical and aware of the true
nature of US 'democracy'.

~ Was it by design that the ruling
circles of US Imperialism chose to
have a contest between two non-descript-
figures, rather than some atractive
figure who would rally the nation and
give capitalism some breathing space ?

Perhaps it is that the ruling cireles
of the USA, which are essentially cons er-
vative, pref erred an easily manipulated
figure to one who might seek certain
bonapartist powers outside the given
power structure.

After all, Johnson dropped out,
among other reasons, because 'the
stockholders were unhappy''(1)

Nixon then cannot hope for any
breathing space for his Administration
in any field, whereas a Kennedy may
have. ..

VIETNAM PEACE TALKS

Precisely because Nixon represents
with slight variation the same ruling
circles as Johnson, there will be no
great variation in the line on Vietnam.
Nixon will certainly seek to wind up the
war as soon as possible, because he
dan see as well as Johnson that it is
already a 'lost war'l

The bombing halt signifies the

SRy
e

the first step along the road to a withdrawal,

If the Saigon regime proves too diffic-
ult, the CIA will stage a coup d'etat
which will provide a regime willing to
accept the inevitable.

The final US withdrawal will not
occur in a few monihs -- an elaborate
ritual of face-saving must occur before
that is done, The situation is however
fundamentally different from Korea. In
Korea the war had ended in a statemate,

a "draw', In Vietnam, it is virtually a
defeat for the USA.

The growing milit ancy of the antiwar
movement in the US is a further stimulus
to withdrawal .The Chicago battle showed
formerly moderate 'liberals' how futile
attempts at reform are. In addition, there
is the impressive movement of dissent
developing among GI's,around such groups
as the American Servicemen's Union and
THE BOND, and RITA in West Europe.

The bombing halt obviously helped
Humphery at the last minute and accounted
for the closeness of the elections.

BLACK REVOLT UNSOLVED

The relative silence of the ghettos
this Summer does not signify the end of the
Black Revolt, Rather, it shows that the
Revolt must take new and more organised
forms than previously. The Summer has
been marked with a rise in consciousness
and thought .The lall should not be taken
as the end of revolt. Perhaps it begins
the transition from revolt to revolution.
That will be Nixon's biggest worry after
Vietnam, 8 November 68
(1) Newsweek Nov.4, 1968




pee S

s e NP L5 . it s

2.

TOWARDS

There has been a growing

Le't of the need for a revolutiouary socialist
coitain within a democratic framework, the different revni

utonary tendencies

A REVOLUTIONARY
eI
sk ok ok s R

rganised revolutionary socialist organ-
satton, which can, in turn, be transitional

SOCIALIST
3

)N THE NATURE OF THE PARTY

s 3
MARXISM IS ABOVE aLL CRITICaL
AND SCEFTICAL

a revolutionary socialist party.

If Marxism is anything, it i material-
ist 3 it is critical.;it is sceptical; it is

awareness in the Australianp

Arty, able tgo

sssness and alienation of the masses

dialectical and historical in its “method.
“Marxist method implies that the indiv-

If the revolt today is againstpower-
idual must, by the use of his critieal facil-

glilreations being discussed in widely
“at:;e:t cireles for protest as such has
g ed a car?aln level where it now
eeds the political clarifieation that
only be achieved ot
framework,
: In a sense,
ng maturity of
movement,
o nJ:I:;}; factors have contriboted to
e Or A revolutionary party being
L al::ll_rger.xtly on the agenda. There is
i 18ation first of all that none of the
g -n_g \:forkingwlasns parties --ALF or
iy Olfer any real alternative to the
,or pruviide a framework in which
action determtii::d?an G
ke ;: a;:‘i;.tvmn Australia iz being effected
- A r:.;g revo!utiunaz-y upsurge in
e “.m e America and for that matt -
/ol ;‘ . The French revalt provided I
e s’.dp € of the revolutionary potentisl
oy 'Vanced capitaligt countries, but
rwolul:‘?:ed the dire need for mass,
o masst;rzrosotc;italist party able to lead
R l;retrg:::rl despite stalinist

theirlt::n French and Czech crises both in
| rrifadg t-.rﬂagfwll:]ighli;ghted'the crisis of

. ere is that cri
evident than in the CPA, as th:E:OI::iZIt'e

ehurn out their falsif;
Pro-Soviet fnrceslaumd Propagands, the

step up thei i
. r
dgehn?e to topple the lead@.mshi::1 M
s on thekdecision that the Moscow
‘® on whether to 8plit the
Signation of Thorez's widow
T possible determin’ation to

this is 2 sign of the grow-
the & stralian protest

Points to thei |

in a party organisatinnn]

=

existin_g in Australia today.

This need is in fact one of the maln .

do 'pré_éisely that.
4 further factor i
student movement that itis lacking
real perspective and that A more geners
pelitical framework is needed to allow
proper discussion and analysis.
Similarly, in the antiwar movement,
following the two militant demonstrat
(in Melrourue on July 4, in Sydney on
Septem ber 20) and the general growth ir
| militancy both here and abroad there i

ethe feeling in the
in an

|
|
|

framework in which these problems cat
be solved, -

also a crisis of perspective. Tradition

routine of arbitration Aand spe

ening
time doing the donkey -

much of s

of the fight for wages, they appear to
little. As = result, the workers retirc
«pathy, resenting union dues as 2 waste

| coucepts of workers self-management

| advanced, that being considered outside

| the scope of unionism, Only in some ¢
the white-collar unions (teachers, nir

vilols) are questions of workers contit
and management raised, but without the!

full potential being developed or recogi:

~ Finally, there are many ex-commui

and independent socialists , unattracted |

cither the CPA or ALF , who now, in
Bevaent npsuige, feel the need for rolif
';“;'t';;“ﬁation and action, They are jout
POIit'e youth who have just emerged in
ieal life and feel that need also.
From theec Jdifferent layers has arise

ih 8]
i» e dewand for a new, democratically-

rom decision-making, then it follows
1at any political organisation which seeksfto the truth of all questions, 2s best he is able,

5 lead and organise that revolt must itsel
ive real power and decision-making
5> its members. i

ry socialist organisation must itself in
a1 terms become a microcosm of the

4ls0 a need for a revolutionary politic:]

In the trade union movement there is

trade unionism is still immersed in d.-

for the State machine, Even at the lev:
“‘gation"when there is a wide gap between

money, With very few exceptions are

ities, himself, imr his own consciousness, come

A scrupulous internal intellectual honesty
s the hallmark of the real marxist. Certain-
ly on some questions , he may accept the opin-
ions and analyses of those whom he trusts,
through experience (and not position), Bat
whenever there is debate , the individual
must carry out his own independent enquiry,
Stalinism and reformism have combined
to crush this independence of the militant,
to glorify the "Leader', to vaunt the superior-
ity of the collective will and intellect of the
Party over that of the individual, In reality,
of course, the collective will of tne "Party"
lhas meant that of one man, or of"a few men,
Any new revolutionary organisation
must then reverse this false pattern of
thought imposed under stalinism and reform-
ism and liberate the individual party mem-
ber with a positive demand for self-express-
ion ,self-education and independence of
lthought. Such independence can ouly emerge
from an abumdance of 3“5%'_‘3‘_"1122 on the
historical background, on the factual mmter-
ial behind the different problems and A
lication of the marxist method

1t is for that reason that the revolutior

For it is only in such a‘democratically
rganised party that the real problems
\cing the militants can be solved, in an
tmosphere of free debate where theoret-
ial study and analysis and research
ervade the whole party.

Butin 2 real sense, the degree of
eal demoecracy will depend on the real
ivel of ideological consciousness and
ducation among the membershipa 2s 2
tole ,as well as their activism and mil-
‘ancy. No matter how democratic the
‘onstitution of a revolutionary orgsanisafon
1ere is always the dauger of bureaucrat-

he leadership and the membership, in 2
eneral atmosphere of low ideological
‘nderstanding, It is in such an atmosphermre complete App,
00, that factionalism (as against tendency ito such problems, ;
wrganisation) (1)develops into a destruct- In a-sense, the duty of a revolutionary
ve force. R, & organisation is to provide to all its 'members
If a reallyeffective cevolutionary forcelintellectual training which in capitalist soe-
s to ke built in Australia, it must be jety as a whole is provided(in a distorted
yxtremely democratic in its organisation |way) to only asmall percentage. In a sensé,
and of a high ideological level, Both con- it is not only a question of turning intellect -
litions are interdependent: one cannot lials into preletarianssin outlook, but alse
exist in real terms without the other. of turn, ing proletarians into i.ntelllectusals.
Let us examine what we mean by "highl Indeed , it is part of the revolutionary
ideological level, " il workers struggle to liberate

(1) We distinguish between Tiaclionalism " and the right of persons i
revolutionary organisation to organise and propagdé a particular view they may hold
in common. Factionalism means rather the attempt to take over a political '_app-aritus
by machine politics (stacking meetings, etc. . Jrather than by political persuasion.




L

9.
tive (though probably not on formal| more srkincts and wish to organise support
ingide the organisation for their viewpoint,

either through discussion organs provided,
for socialistd democracy, based on the Besides this degree of independence |or, if they judge them insufficient, through
principle of self-management, ; of-the bagic party units and the federative|their own tendency publications which in turn
The union of these indépendently -y nature c_)f the organisation as a whole, may in extremecases be published publicly.
ing workers and intellectuals must he other principles of demoeratic control But the right of tendency also fundgmentally
type as to allow them to develop to tt ' ol phould be included in the constitution. At linclodes the right of organisation around

. Nevertheless, precisely because we dojest degree sible thei he hig an levels, for .example, the principle of  |ideas and a platform.

live in a capitalist society in which humanlioning as rrljig'ist th : tilr- AULONOMOUS fung potating chairmen should apply --in other
ff;e:zpmmt is stunted, all the facilities  |of activity, L iy ;fik}; of \words, the bureaucratic and largely decor(SOME_POSSIBLE OBJECTIONS ...

e party may ma 3 - ’ Aasic 3 " : " : B e e S S S T i
SR g R et
its members will play more of a leading fto encas:asse:ghl fun‘c.tlon O.f leadership ic umong 2 number of individuals and not ion to such an organisation would be that ft
role than others, - - e ER I creat{ve rmht:mt_ work of ¢oncentrated in one person. The right of |would be wide open to police spies and lack

But such a leading role must arise  |provid gﬁvernmg basic party unit (2) , 1o pegall should apply at all levels, Referendasecurity.
purely from the critieal confidance that iencesea:d (::;“m i EXF}?an—g_e of exper- ghould be held when balloted for (although | First, the only real guarantee that police
the membership has in the leadership, |and co the cross-fectilization of idess this may be questioned as valid and the  |spies will be quickly spotted or be ineffect-
which must be accountable ¢ all times of ﬂ?tee?tmn of new forms and avenues aggregrate meeting found better suited)...ive is the highest possible ideological level.
f‘“? be subject to the right of recall. Disc- me:;ib: ¥ ks w?ll a8 torabsorb newly-o; All should be done fo throw responsibility | The best atmosphere int which police spies
ipline will above-all be due to the conscioy Loy In existing areas of work, on theindividual and avoid bureaucratis- |flourish is one of ignorance, elitism and
understanding  and conviction of the memdof 1. J;zd‘ a concept does not mesn A deni:! ation as much as possible. cultism around an individual , and in which
bership rather than to any artificially-  |cl o eg_ship or organisation (as it does i Vet that said, the party must also func|nd elaborate iuner-party police system is
assical anarchism), nor does it mean  tiou with-certain centralist forms The set up ... itself open to take -over by the

imposed rules and re i
] gulations, i !
But given the fact that we still live an abdication of leaderchip (as oceurs sor.: functional regional bodies(major city it femacivas.
The decentralisation of power inside the

i s : : ti e ¢ = 3 16
:Jt:e:i:;‘;li{:;fﬁ;w{y, the temptations of ismxz;rgl aips‘\-sp:rl‘;zz_tff functmn of leadersh units, rural regions) elect their own reg- _ _ ¢ et
e e, ‘WIH be ever-present as opposition). The basi genn cralcif down on ional committee, which divides the pr\,.—ty_\-.-'_ll mean that.the police will find it
o ot q‘ s e el?sy solution to prob- (essence o‘f- i A5ic party unit is the secretarial functions among its members. ear-impossible to find out Eotal party fnembarA
the'ﬁ;nctioﬂ o :ural development from - lit, The bﬂlsil:;ar ¥y activity : all else serve  On a national level, a national conference [ship and other details by simply working
de=l of respo _eadlershlp. Hence, a great|and detex;min pq:]'tJf units themselves contrs! will meet based upon election dzfggll'fromthetnselves into higher 'par.ty pos1t10ns_. Be-
i e onsibility rests on these in LEne e their own work; elected 1c+(-the basic party units. It then elects in |eause the basic party units is the one where

8 positions to consciously watch P can only propose , suggest and con- turn a national committee which will in  |most questions are resoclved, the police will

today must be ennceived of as 2 [,
voluntary and conscious union of Dl"o.h;[- .
intellectials and intellectual-prolet, i,
around a tommon programme of str;;.l'

his proletarian condition to become an
intellectual in training. The stalinist

o reaucrats’ glorification of the "prolet-
arian' was in fact a glorification of his
proletarian condition which arises from
his status as a wage-slave.

federa
‘State boumdries but on more realistic

urban and rural functional units. )

THE ROLE OF LEADERSHIP

Perhaps the first type of cbject-

their bur 3 A vince . : : i
eaucratic tendencies and maintain) + It camnot oblige the basic party units turn divide up the secretarial functions ot find the corvenience of highly centralised

A suit
e .aniaibT odesty and a serupulous intell- party organisation waiting for them.
p;—gp;ﬁsn]s Ton all their own beliefs and
i hey should almost weltome
heq]thyor correction on questions as 1
Y correctic, o thei :
gmw‘}ng sense of infauabegft; o
i siertn :{ course, it is insufficient to
i kg hy on self -control by leadershi
i gh level of awarenesg “
€mbership, e
The constituti
on of the
S0 conceived so that g 1
emocrati
:l‘:rm;t zhe leadership can be s:el:dglzmml
~ 1le ve!y maintained, and the f o
est discussion oceur Sl
{ i

The revolutionary socialigt party of

to l‘cjl]‘ow_ any partieular pattern,

i atilﬂ]ia;';y,ﬂfe basie party units should

Rl 1,«,rnn-usre !ield.s of activity at

Sperradlag, ?15, to hold joint meetings, joint

" ox-girn 1: t_even‘ organise permanent 1-v

2 ation fmd coordination which c-
make decisions at-that level,

by territorial
grouping,
?na:td::ie}dble enougli to accept basic
as well fm to organige at other levels
- Siven , too, the federative naturc ol

816 Parhy units s used hore rathc

utiong
@z—ﬂg&@i‘ggfijaﬂ must also be
than branches,

beeause the lastterm has

bure: 5
Aucratic-centraligt connotations,

Besides the normal Structures determine
el the coustitutic

Ay
stralian Bodiety, we Belleve that the 1cvol-

among its members, The exact division
of authority between mmtional and regional
conference must be rather flexiblealthcugh
2 rather obvious division of interest will
exist, Basically, however, the national cor-
ference must take fundamental decisions
on national and international questions.
Such a-constitutional "model "for a
revolutionary socialist organisation.

must be matched by the possible organisa-

and independently-

developing in s

ist- or reforniist~type party.

tion within the party not only of functional

or territorial units and levels, but also the

As for political disruption, they will
have to first convince a highly -educated
minded membership. .-
But what of the danger of f actionalism
uch a demoeratic organisation?
o first of all that in the stalin-
the major

faction" is always the leadership.

In the revoluti onary socialist party a8
outlined above, the full freedom to organise -
on the basis of ideas, plus 2 high ideologieal

we are assuming , will be together the

Let us not

right to organise according to commonly - | leve. :
i ible preventives for-factionalism

held beliefs on one or more issues.Thie is |
the right of tendency , granted to those vt

find fhey hold a common view on one ox

bes possi]
if By that we men
o take over the party mac

n manipulative efforts
hine by 'getting
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£l \rty, In
ith the boss, unity
BATY NS to be iy

15

eonscious, inde per
£, united in

Seious revolutionap
its ranks, seeks to
mass of workers ang

Db must be conceived
et proferred by
?_-‘p’-}.r‘cies. 3
ship is essentially
on, It is given to the

sons, -

sceialists, however
rofoundly rooted in
mAass organisations,

B conceived 45
Amang the masses
‘ties and initiatives
nary militancy. That
L wé have of the
based upon the
ent and control
ife. Thus, the
1e worker and
confidence in
e society, and
for such demands
ower, at each
piges, intotheir own
ong or in what

in form of instructions

Yet we believe also that there is
ittle point in an alliance or new party |
eing formed unless it is both revolutionary |
nd militant, Such a party would still ba a
distinct mivority in the working class, and |
its main task would be to combat the
reformism which exists at all levels in the
orking class organisations. Any concept
of a "front® or-party which is not both |
revolutionary and militant. seems to us to
i e of little point or purpose.

' The need for such & party is incre=as- The role of the CPA as such depends
‘mgly felt among different layers. Concreteronits reformation on two planes : destalin- -
ly, there exist a nomber of revolutionary |isation and rejection of stalinist neo-reform-
groups and journals, as well as many ism in all fields, 5
individuals , who feel this need. To It would, of course, be simipler #“nd more
overcome disparate origins, lack of org- |efficient if the new revolutionary party could
anisational experience, ete..it is-vital - o formed by a reconstituted and reorientated
that such groups link up first i an alliancgCFA. However, being realistic, and without
which would be transitional to a revolution ldenying the valuable cadres who exist in the
Ary party. ranks of the CPA, such a possibility is not in

he offing at the moment, A long educative |

Such a party could possibly be
achieved through the construction of 2 process of the membership ‘is needed:the

militant, youthful, democratically-organisedeonstruction of 2 revolutionary socialist
revolutionary socialist alliance, which ing of importance will be 2 reasonably long
through its attractiveness and rapid growthterm task. i ! o : T
would quickly pose to the members of the | Inthe meantime, the revoluttmary'socml-
Communist P arty the need and desirabilityists existing inside the CFA must be inv:.t.ed
of unity in a single, revolutionary party. o join the new revolutionary snciali.-st alliance
The unity of a left opposition group o fight together for common ohjectives
inside the CPA with the revolutionary and to help build a revolutionary socialist
socialist organisation would mean that ing inside the CPAS ; i
the CPA would be superceded as the Moves are already progressingin 2
major marxist party in Australia and a umber of States to fornitin the nedr future
new, viable grouping take its place. he eadre-force of such a new orgamsa_tmn
It is of interest then that the CFA nd to launch it in the coming months in
through Laurie Aarons has circulated public way. It will be a feature of the Left
» number of left journals =nd individuals litical scene in 1969 which will colour
with an invitation to initiate a conference all future developments.
of left groups to thrash out differences
and get maximum unity in action.
INTERNATIONAL, while welcoming
the initiative has urged that a whole
series of other groups be invited. ( ‘See
letter of reply printed iirthis issue. Vi
* Nevertheless, the calling of such 2
conference shows just how widely felt
is the nerd for some new unified groupi
and the inadequacy of existing parties...

i T

It is high time that marxists forgot
the facile analogy of the working class
with an army. ... with generals on top
giving the orders and the cannon -fodder
below earrying them-out, This concept
was never correct -- it is disastrous
today.

.
HOW TO BUILD A REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY TODAY ? .

DENIS FRANCIS
25 Qctober 1968,

QUT_SOON !

THE NEW WORLD REVOLUTIONARY
§ITUATION by Michel PaBLO

B Tcents from INTERNATIONAL.
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CRISIS IN THE
SCHOOLS
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There can be little doubt that the publie school educatig,
system in Australia is in'deep erisis, It is a crisis which has
many facets : a financial crisis, = crisis in school accomodation and teacher suppy,
 erisis in curriculum content, a crisis in student-temcher -school relatiouships,
and finally a crisis in administration. It is above all a crisis over who shall
control the education system and determine rules and * priorities : the teachers,
students and parents, or the all-powerful Departmental bureaucracies .

Such a crisis is of tourse not unique  in conditions of 2 rapidly=expanding

to Australia -- it is part of a worldwide | scientific and technologiesl revolution,
phenome; d with the crisis in With the sum total of human knowledge
tz{rltargl W s more visible and more | doubling every seven years, and with the
wtdely__puhlicised. In some countries; world in the midst of a social and politi:;o‘
the crisis in secondary education may revolution of unprecedented scale, the 3
appear as a aubsid-ary phenomenon schod curriculum itself is daily questionacd
dependent on the crigis in the universities, nd in need of annual review. Indeed the
"f::;:nundary education crisis .‘however, whole concept of a2 formalised curriculum,
o &uf(:':; specific fefztures which give |the arbitrary division into 's"bjects', and
ot Miw“;mus ; ;u;xctmn separate from eval!:atinn By means of examinations is in

i )ifn cﬁa i continual question and review,

s cn‘s‘. n May 1868, showed how - Certainly, the needs of modern

! 18 in the schools could devel- - industrial sotiety for highly-skilled

oo i Taab
P. Schools were octupied by their teach-and intellectually -trained workers, conflicts

ers and studemts, and often run by joi
£ joint
teacher-stndent'committees. Teachers
and students marched side by side in
:em;:;)strationa, and often fought side
y side in the streets and o i-
g u the barri

with an edueational system whose mnin
objectives in the past were to teach the

erfd-product. The present educational
hierarchy , reflected in all spheres of the
educational ‘system is the antithesis of
democratic self-government of the schocl
community, and therefore the antithesis
of the development of the critical spirit
necessary if the workers is to be
flexibly educated enough to continue to
Adapt to the changes in science and tech-
nology and the soecial sciences,

Students of course have themselves
been in revolt against the ‘straightjacket

THE DEPTH OF THE CRISIS

; The roots of the erisis

in education must he Sought in the
very r?ots of cur capitalist society
Education , in a capitalist soctety, n;ust
churn out finished products able to fit
quietly into their allotted place “in indust-

ry and life, The:

iplined for ‘Indug{;-;:l ?::1: i:uitj:g dise- fof the present educational system for
accept the mores and I‘eg‘ulgttliina n;.ngl}' many decades within the confines of the
society, e of the |classroom, Hemce the continued tension

But equally, education 2nd explosive atmosphere i 5
A must pre re in many schools
the future worker for the needs D:;rmi;z:r ftoday. Now however the student revolt is

ytaking more conscious form , a revolt

three R's and to turn out a well "disciplincd

8.
not only in the classroom (of the Black-
board Jungle -style), but against the -

those of Secand navian countries or

|Canada who realise the vital importance

whole "system', againmst the War, against | of education even for future capitalist dev-

the hypocrisy of capitalist morality, ete.. |e
The flourishing of the student underground:
and of the many underground newsheets [
in Melbourne and Syduey within a period

lopment, in the present scientific and
echnological revolution. i
imen efforts are made to adapt the

|cu1*ricu1um to the modern deinands of 2

of a few months shows just how import- iworlcl in the midst cf 2 scientific and
ant is this revolt, |technological revolution ,as well aB a

“The teachers, too, in honest efforts
to apply an antiquated and irrelevent
curriculum have shared the teusious
and frustrations of modern-day ''educa-
tion',

found outlet in many ways: joining i

the 'fat-race'' for promotion, an attemit
in make the system work through "disc-
ipline', or, on the other hand, a revolt

against the whole system , expressed in
individualistic forms of revolt, or throuzi
the teachers' federation or union, An-
other form of revolt is to "opt out' of
educetion as a seriousc- reer and to

profourid social r

| old,
The frustrations and revoll have ihut the whole burden cf the extra year of

the

-olution, such as‘the
Wyndham Scheme in NSW, uot only are the
"~chemes'" but refuraniched editions of the
with some reforr:s and adaptations,

»ation (as in NSW), the complexiity of

he courses, and new materiale and elass-

15 needed , is thrown on th2 backs of
cachers , students and parents, Minimi-
sreases in educational faonds are allocated,
In Austrelia , the archaic division of
ponsibility and finance between State

i mmonwealth governments allows

a magnificent system of buck-paseing to be
up, and helps both dodge responsib-

o

roomn

leok at tt only as a ninz-to-three job

(a5 in fact it is in present circumstances) il

and seek creative outlet elsewhere. Yet
others ‘'opt out'"into other jobs, or go
to Canada in search of something better..
The discontent arising from the very
nature of the educational system in Ausir
alia is worsened by the fact that conditicas
under wk ich the students are taught are
worsening continually.

{USTRALIA SFENDS HaLF
ON EDUCATION COMEARED
WITH CANADA OR USSR

The fact that-Australia apends oty
half the percentage of its GNP on educ-
ition in relation to Canada or the USSK1)
highlights the degree of backwardness
on this question in our ruling circles.

The extremely low percentage spent
on education is due largely to the benigh
edness of the Australian bourgeoisie whic
with shibboleths of 'free enterprise'(2)
and nineteenth-century fear of governmet

+

expenditure, are even more backward than |employment

+ ong "laissez-faire"

7. Hence the still-¢
deology in ruling circles rules as much
|by default as anything else,

| FROLIFERATING BUREAUCRACY

&
4 But in addition to the current system

Iof go -umental irres ponsibility - ere
exists the proliferating bureaucracy of
the Department of Education , which itsell
is part only of the Public Service Board
empire (in NSW)

1t is difficult “te conceive cf a structure
25 outdated, archaie =:..d so obedient of
| Parkinson's Law as the NSW Department
| of Education, No emall sector ¢ * the
lfrustration of teachers is the huge amount
of paper work demanded by the ever-widen-
jing maw of this bureau sracy.

his bureaucracy, moreover, subjects
era to the pettiest of indignities and
the lives of ycung teachers {and all
ltanchers to a lesger cegree) with an
abrkit eariness that ~amAazos. Security of
in any one school is subject

~lteng
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1970, This , again, is an example of
teacher power.

Similarly, the struggle of the
Queensland Teachers Union under its
newly -elected militant leadership shows
that teachers in-perhaps-Australia's

ution which is shaking our world. Such
democratically self -governing school
communities would have to be matched
with similarly democratically- functioning
bodies throughout education, including the
|administrative level, In addition, the schools
most educationally under-privileged State would have to be freed front the tyranny of
are also on the move, examinations, inspectors and pérhaps even
¢ If the teacher revolt has then already|headmasters, who could be replaced by -
begun, the problems of its future develop-the teacher-student -parent committee. . .
ment are still quite significant,” Not Democratically self-governing school
ieast of these is the fact that teachers' communities then =l ime ¢an end the
unions and federations in Australia Are alienation student and teacher feel: in the
atill -- at best -- confined within trade |present educational system.” They also prov-
union lines of thought, and have not ide the sole means of adaptation to an era
got a policy to match up to the full secale |of rapid social change,
of the teacher revolt. Indeed, within these communities, dis-
cussion would arise as to the educational
validity of the school at all, as a gseparate
institution and "place" cut off from life

The NSWTF has, for many years, |outside. The marxist concept of the school
had a policy for an Education Comimission being linked with the factory and workplace
composed of equal governmentnl and would in modern terms mean a close link
teacher representation, with an indep- of school with not only the factory. but
endent chairman, In 1965 Askin put an research establishmen".s.universi.ty;co!.lege
Education Commission in his poltey ete., and an end to it being 2 separate place.
statement for the elections. So far, however, Teacher -student-parent managemen‘t
after three years, nothing has been done of the school must be conceived however in
to implement that promise. militant terms, otherwise it degenerates

Yet such an Education Commission into utopianism. Capitalist society will
would only operate at the top of the never allow such demoeratically self-
pyramid (replacing the Public Service governing school communities to be general-
Board) while the bureaucratic machine ised, because, in- effect, they -question the
would remain tntact, It is for that’

whole basis of capitalist social relatiens. If”
reagon that teacher participation at the the school or university can be self-managed
summit is insufficient. (The sad exper-

then why not the factory" 2 The logic of the
{ence of the Teachers Tribunal in Victoris

question is such that capitalis m ean at the
shows that. ) What is needed is a policy most allow only minimal participation of
of teacher participation and control at_

teachers in decision-making. (6)

all levels from the school up. Itis
also necessary to destroy the bureaucracy TEACHERS AND STUDENTS MUST
and give more autonomy to the schools, TAKE POWER INTO m@ﬂg@_ggﬁﬁ
which should be run by teacher-student-
parent committees, elected demoecratieally Precisely hecause the system MI;-
from the different groups. Lgot allow™ power to be taken from its han

Only such democratically self-governehe ultimate goal of the teacher -student ;
ing school communities can really cope evolt must be to take control of the schools
with the needs of an educational system [into their own hands, regardless of the
which must needs mieet the demands of will of the authorities, when the situation
the current social and scientific revol- |presents itself and teachers and students

b

TEACHER CONTROL AT ALL LEVELS
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CRISIS IN THE SCHOOLS

Notes:

(1) Australia spends just 4.3% of her gross natioml income on education compared
with 8.5% for Canada, 7. 3% for Russia and the Secandinavian countries, 6.5% for
Italy and the USA and 6, 4% for Great Britain, Only one in five pupils completed the
six-year course in secondary studies (HSC) in NSW last year, while in Japan

4 out of 5 children completed a course of similar difficulty.

(2) Read Bruce McFarlane's ECONOMIC FOLICY IN AUSTRALI# - the case for
Reform (Investigator Books, Cheshire, Melbourne, 1968) for an interesting analysis
on this question,

(3) The story of the strike cannot be told here. The first in 50 years it surprised
aTBy its militancy and elan. It is estimated that over 80% of teachers want out

on strike. The mass demonstration of some 5, 000 teachers outside P arliament
House was reported the largest postwar demonstration by workers there, Yet
there was considerable resistance from the official leadership (including the -
Meft" ) of the Federation until teacher pressure became overwhelming. Militant
teacher associations threatened to go ahead with their own strike if the offieial
stoppage was called off.

(4) The militant Nlawarra Association had been attempting for sometime to have
the Teachers Federation adopt a policy of boycott of any extra periods after a
teacher has been absent more than four days. After several attempts to have
Federation officials give a lead, they went ahead themselves in their own area
and implemented such a policy -- with immediate success., The Illawarra victory
then inspired other areas to go ahead, until the Federation leadership eventually
adopted such a policy as official, The caution the officials of the NSWTF have
inherited from the past continues to place them well behind the membership in
militancy, Fortunately, the NSWTF operates with quite a democratic constitution
and this allows pressure to be fully felt.
5) This resolution adopts as immediate Federation policy limits on class sizes.
They were 37 per class for primary and -1st. , Znd., and 3rd, forms in secondary,
and 26 per class for senior secondary classes ( 4th. to Bth. ) The 1967 resolution
however had no implementing clause (except the usual approaches throug‘h usual
channels, publicity etc..) Special clagses are graded similarly . ~This is only
@ immediate demand -- in countries such s Sweden class sizes are limited by
law to 30. This is also full Federation policy.

o the AUSTRALIAN (21,17, 1068) "Schooling
““What Schooling?" by John McLaren, while pointing put-exactly the powerlessness
of teacher and student in the modern school system: Upar more highly educated
articulate and critical than their predecessors, new tezhers find themselves thrust
into the bottom of an hierarchical system which restricts all real power to those
who have done the long crawl (1) upwards [for 20 years and have learnt in the .
process to mouth all the correct platitudes vihich prevent them understanding the

(8) The extremely interesting article i
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ON THE HISTORY OF THE

COMMUNIST FARTY OF aUSTRaLla
He e e e e o o e v ek e ok ok ok R Rk ke kR

- Many members of FHie Communistha ;

o rty of Australia,caught
u‘fi‘lﬂ the general' atmosphere of questioning which has followed the French Revgot;z
‘and the Czech crisis, are now beginning to examine as bestthey can the history

of their Party. As best they can , because there is little material available, Except

;is:yEw Campbell's HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIaN LABOR MOVEMENT (1945)

and LL Sharkey's OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN COMMUNIST PaRTY

rite a postwar history of the CFPA,

Alastair Davidson'shistory of the

ry least, provide the factual material

‘understand,
It is surely significant that the

‘A has been unable to write an author-
itive history of its own past, or even
to educate its members in some basic
‘outline of political movement, That is
‘a sure sign of 2 movement in crisis,
and searching for some new role.

~ Yet if the CFA is reallyto shedis
its™ stalinist past, then the analysis of
that past in concrete terms is an obvious
essential. 3
~ Atleast we have been spared the
insult of having 'pevised' editions of
arkey's ''Outline " churned out every
iple years, as has been done with
lin's OUTLINE HISTORY OF THE
'SU(B) in the Soviet.
S Yet the CPA not only ignores its
rather shady past:; it also . Reeps .
A mini-cult of Sharkey still alive -- the
‘Sharkey Memorial Library exists, while
in some party office his portrait looks
down beiguly . . -
~ Yet Sharkey, like the whole of its
past, hangs over the CPA4, inhibiting
%: genuine 'destalinisation .
Here, in-these few pages, we shall
to give a "potted ' history d the
in the hope that the assertions we
here will open up discussion on

e ) |
A will certainly fill a gap and , at the |
|

Now discussion of basic questions. It |
d be published in America shortly, |

(1944) there is nothing readily available, except the abortive attempt by Ted Bacon

“the problems it deals with, and serve
as a preliminary discussion preparing
the way to a more thorough one after
Davidson's history is published.

THE RISE OF SHARKEY TO POWER

the n%ﬁ gt‘m{n%;: ggnﬁ?eﬁge gfut‘tvlg r. A
CPA in January 1930. He did so in the
struggle to have the stalinist Comintern's
"Third Period" (1) line applied in
Australia, This line, adopted at the time
that Stalin was embarking on forced
collectivisation in the Soviet Union and
suppressing -all oppositional tendencies,
was an ultra-left swing in stalinist policy.
It-involved fhe equation of social-democ -
racy (labelled social-faseism) with
fascism. Campbell sums up (in 1945!) the
position held then : "' The Long Labor-
Government in particular became notor-
ious for the savagery of its attacks upon
the workers. .. there were more workers
sent to prison for political offences 3
under the Lang Labor Government than at
any other time in the past history of NSW.
... Their actions fully justified the T
Party's characterisation of them as 'social
fascist' governments, The Party was not
wrong in labelling them thus, as is some=
times maintained today (1945) . Sectarian
mistakes were made on oceasions by not
differentiating between teaders and rank
and file of the L=bor Farty. The term
social fascist was often loosely applied

| to all membership or supporters (sic!)
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Al

demanded a halt to the national libera-
tion movement and full support fox the
war effort of the "mother country ',
Bourgeois i ionalists such as Nehru and
Ghandi were able thus to capture leader-
ship of the nationalist movemernt when
they led opposition to colonial domina -
tion in 1942 and after. The Fourth
International, which congidered the
war between Germany end the "demoec-
ratic' imperialistz a5 en imperialist
war, while standing for unconditional
defence of the Soviet Union, urged the
colonial peoples to continue the struggle
for national and social liberation. The
Ceylonese trotskyicts set a rnagnificent
example of how this could be done.
The sacrifice by the stelinists of
the colonial revolution - the altar of
Stalin's foreign policy, wa maiched in
countries such as Australia by an
extremely chauvinistic line fo the "Nips'
{a polite term) and lthuns ", and a demand
that workersforzgo ctrikes or struggle
to maintain standards ageinst the boss.
One of the main functions of the stalinist
was to herd strikebreakers together
wherever workers dsfended their rights
Campbell fulminztce aguinst "militant
strike leaders',
ic erude militants', 'avarchists' and
trotskyite counter-ravolutionarics
Yfomented " strikes during the war aud
whom the "communists' fought "siren-
uously "against....

The CPA certainly swelled its ranks

with "patriots' suitably impresced with
stalinism's fervour in fighting against
strikes and mobilising for the war.
Those elements quickly dropped away
after the war.

THE_COLD WAR
L T

1943-1947 marked a trc nsitional

| in world politics. F:scism was

sration struggies were preceed-
Yugoslavia Chnina and

'

Yeformists', "anarchist-

" who

being defeaterd, whila revoiution-

slsewhere nlear , howzve

*in Asia, The liberated countries of

Europe alseo expericaced revolutionary
upsurges as the nazis were driven out.
The pericd marked a new, revolutionary
fiow of the revolution on a world-wide
scale.

But Staiin at the Yalta and Potsdam |
Conferences had agresd with US and |
British imperialism on 2 carve-up of the
world into spheres of influence. The CP's |
throughout the world were mobilised to [
have these agreements applied. Where-
aver stalinists found themselves emerging
from the Resistance at the head of armed
wurkers and particans, in countries outside
the Soviet sphare of influence, they were
£51d “o persuade ih? workers to surrender

- arme and trust the "Popular Frout"
cats csotablished. These govern--
ats, with ewibonsiastic stalinist partic-
irn , sougit to establish "mormaley.'
£lgeria in 1945, an

ighed by French troops and
Minigter was Tillon, a
=rly in Madagascar, and

y Betif in

» eome stalinist leaders defied
Stalin's edict, In Yugcslavia, Tito established
a Workers State. Tn China, Mao Tse-Tung
continued with the Reyolution. In Australia
however, no indepen
_ - Sharkey continued =2
goverument.

The victorious max
Revoluticn, the continmed revolutionary
upsurge in the world as a whole, decided
imperializm ona "Cold War ' policy,
bolstered by their atomic monopoly.

194 marked a turning point also for
stalinist parties, Then a new, ultra-left
policyv wWas installzd , which lasted until
1954 soon afisr gtalin's death.

Space does not allow comment on
{he more recent swings of CFA policy.

Wa shall take this upina later article.

The potted history of the CPA we have
tyied o give in the past few pages only‘

e of the vital probelms. It is
r, that CPA history,in

i Howeve

pport for the Curtin

-h of the Chinese

poses som

dence was to be expected
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AN INVITATION FRPOM LAURIE AARONS

AND OUR REPLY...

E INTERNATIONAL last month received a letter from Laurie Aarons,
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Australia,in which he sought our
opinion on 'the possibility and value of a conference or 'workshop' early in
1969 to consider all viewpoints on the left -- those of militunt workers, radical
students, intellectuals and others on the chief defeets and inadequacies of our
society,

- such a conferencs ,the various programs and ideas on how to build the
movement of social 23 2n to achieve radical solutions cowl be discussed. Most
of us have general ideas and solutions -- worxers' control, student power, worker-
student alliance, coalition of the left are some concepts advanced as steps towards
basic social change, Such a conference would be a challenge to everyone to go
beyond generalities , to demonstrate their conerete meaning to in the present
Australian context and to articulate the steps forward,.. " Space does not allow
us to quote in full comrade Aarone' letter, which he will no doubt publish in
full at a later date. At the end of the lstter was a list of journals circulated
by Laurie Aarons with the same iavitation, They include Arena, Australian Left
Review , Catholic Werker, Fabian Newsleiter, Internatioral, Our Women, Qutlook,
Overland, Socialist and Industrial Labor, Target and Tribunem,as well as some
18 union newspapers. We understznd a szlected list of individuals have also
received a similar invitation.  The letter we sent in reply is published below
in fuld , [ - .

PEE T O L

P. 0. Box 13,
Balmain,
N.S5.W. -2041
2'1 October 1968

ar comrade Aarons,
| Thank you for your letter of 2nd. Octeher.

We are willing at all times to engage in a dialogue with other leftwing

and individuals on weys and mecans for more effective united action agail.:lat
ism and imperialism in all its facets. Any action which helps develop this
le for social and eccnomiz liberation is assured of our support.

1in the present circumstance = in Australia and the world, with the
marked partic-

of the Revolution in the acvaaced capitalist countries,
by the Frerch May 1968 revo t; and the struggles of the workers, students
ts for socialist demociac y in Czechoslovakia and other \_?Vot'kers States,
ave we must give priority tc lemands which raise the question of power
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In addition, no matter the likely response, we believe that VANGUARD and

| the CPA (M-L) should be invited on principle, as well as individuals such as

Ted Bull,

In g‘e_nez:al. then, we believe that there should be no limitation on those who may
wish to participate in such a conference, given the general acceptance that they
stand on the Left.

We propose also that a preliminary discussion be held of those whom you
have already invited, plus those listed above, to make a joint statement on the
initiation of such a conference , rather than such an announcement being made
by any one individual or organisation.

Yours fraternally,

Denis FRANCIS
for editorial board,
INTERNATIONAL,
S i ! organ of the Australian Section
. of the Fourth International .
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THE C.P.A. AFTER
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
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Infthe three months that have passed since the Czech crisis
blew up, the crisis in the Communist Party of Australia has not ceased deepening.

who w ere unjustly expelled for exercising
their communist right and duty in express
ing their opinions, particularly in the period
from 1956" was shelved on technicalities
and not put. Similarly,a resolution
supporting the National Executive stand
on the Czech crisis and calling for
withdrawal of invading troops and an
end to interference in Czech affairs
was defeated in favour of a simple endorse=~
ment of the Executive stand.
Worthy of note also is the resolution
adopted with one vote against by the
West Australian State Committee which
condemns national committee silence on
the latest Czech-Soviet agreement. (1)
In fact, it seems that a temporary
understanding has been reached between
the different fractiom to stay silent on

The pro-Soviet wing around indiv-

als such as Alf Watt and others in

dney, and with wide support among

de union bureaucrats, seems to be

g its time, At the Sydney District

rence held recently, the official

ras adopted by almost three to one

. e pro-Russians were conciliat-

‘The resignation of Bill Brown from
ey Distria: Committee and
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nly connected with the Czech

Here he tried to justify the
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his denial at the Conference.
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i November U

Beptembar, and decleions of the

Auguat natlonal committes mesting do
nol adequately cover the lssue of an
agrevmoent slgned in Ostobor 10th,

"It 1n our international duty to
tuke such netlon as we can to bring
about the earliest posaible withdrawal
of Boviet troops from Crechaslovalkin

unilke the eommuniats of that eountry
wa nre lnn position to have our voles
honrd loud and clear on this lesue,

"o naglect this duty can anly atreng-
then  the hand of those who seek to
prolong the oecupation, '

Adopted at West Auptralian siate
commitbes maeting November 10685,
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NOT IS

Thig 18 the fourth issus of INTEANATIONAL produced in ite
new format, In addition , in the past slx mounths numerous
hooklets have been produced which have hesn widely distrib-
uted 1in the Australian Left, We belleve from the excelont response
wa have recelved to all these publicadons, almost of wh'ch have bean sold
out , or been reprodused in n second o’ Lan, that there s a widespread need for
publieations sueh as those produced by (NTEATIONAL

e s e

TO READIRS

The burden of producing INTEIN- |
ATIONAL has fallen on a few shoulders,
and although , flnanelally, the repponpe
of randers and subscribers haw been
adeguate, we necd to expand our
elreulation if we are to rench the gonl
of a printed magazine and booklots,
While sales over 1, 000 wre on
lable Inerenss over our past
atlon, we need to double that if
6 to go into print,

of Paulkham Hille , Bydney for the donation
of ten dollars, To those comeades who
vogularly send a fow dollars thanks al m,
and similarly to those /mubscribers who
hnve ndded dollars and cents to thelr
wub, s a denation,

Wa nppenl , however, to all readers
to send INTERNATIONAL a Chrlstmas
box when you make out your end-of-the
year prement lst, We need it If we are
to make a printed INTERNATIONAL n
roality In 1000,

- YOU ean holp by taking out a
Iptlon to INTERNATIONAL
ICATIONS If you haveh't already
handing coples nround to friends
eauading them to subseribe,

Any ldeas for inerensing elreulation
enpecially welcome, Are you preparad
to pell INTERNATIONAL on your camps
job or school 7

We will gend you any number of
of INTERNATIONAL publication:
ou may be able to sell ,

Lastly, n word of apology to thowe
renders who sent in rubs, for the Ceoch
Crialy , contalning the "2, 000 Words",
e pold out of the Mrat edition, and toch -
nleal difficultfen delayed the pucond
adltion, , . .

THE BDITORIAL BOARD.
R

|

donation will be enpoclally
Although we have not made o
acknowledging donatlons,

wapocially ke to thank GI*
4 ‘ﬂiﬂlﬂl**m***t*mmtw*ﬂ-H'*H:HWHa#it*nwwqﬂfh*#uut
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iterranean. Thanks to the fiscal -
penefits and other exhorbiant advantages
granted to foreign firms by the patriotic
junta, a large number of US firms are now
setting up headguarters in Greece,

This small country is gradually
becoming the most important American
base in Europe, gty

- The Kremlin, greatly preoccupied with
Eastern Enrope, has always since Yalta
agreed that Greece is part of the Anglo-
Saxon zone of influence, and has always
used Greece as a bargaining-point with
Washingt on,

The liberation of Greece from the
dictatorship can only be the work , essen-
tially , of the Greek people, who shall have
to battle almost alone over a long period.

Yo

Unless that is really onderstood And
unless there is determtnation to-organise
a new revolutionary leadership and to
better carry on the struggle, the odions
American Protectorate in Greece may
. =11 last a long-time. y o8

Revolutionary forces in Europe must
link with those regrouping in Greece
for- a struggle -- including an armed one --
against the dictatorship and give those
forces mll possible material, moral and
political aid. ¢

“For there can be no revolutionary
strategy for-Europe which neglects or
und-restimates the consolidation of 2
dictatorship in Greece completely enslaved
to American Imperialism,

2 October 1963,
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YUGOSLAVIa APPROACHES

A TURNING POINT
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- This year has been a parti
slavia.

cularly difficult one for Yugo-

First of all opposition to bureaucratic layers in the country exploded.

These layers have developed largely due to their power and advantages through the

role of the State in the economy and the whole of social life.

These Party 'politicians' in import-
posts in the State administration and
rolling , despite self-management, +
tant sectprs of the economy. publié
nously from their position and
on which would make their

in them disappearing.
most egalitarian forces in Yugo

Union Congress and the
nt agitation. 1 :

r Workers States, the

cas and/the whole of society , profit
very obstinantly accelerated demo
superfluous and result in the

se which are most enthousiastic
inely democratic self-manage-other Workers States.

ediaeirstrong discontent dur- |

e contrary of what is happen

y of the leadership, includ-

ing Tito himself, quickly took up the demands
¢ these layers and openly made its own
self-criticism, ~

_ The Yugoslay press widely published
the -~ ~omely interesting debates of the
Trade Union Congress and the student

demands. It continues to publish many -
of Yugoslav life, The level of these discuss-

lions is fundamentally different from the

{ pretence of “ideological ' discussion and
lealf-criticism' found in the press of the

ss is now being

|actively prepared around three main doc-
! : the first, on the development of

luments
‘the economic reform and the new stage of
} nt due to the

econoinic self-manageme ;
‘,formation of large integrated enterpris es;

| - The next YLC Congre

critical and discussion articles on all aspects



'i"thg value of the Yugoslav experienczeq' the world must now bz called upon to

'as a whole, ™ ~ J fend Yugoslavia against all aggression, |
Yugoslavia now finds its elf in tormentpll pressure, =nd all interference, placing |

threatened externally, from the East confidence  in the forces imside the country

and the West, and internally by conserv-- |and their vanguard to guarantee Yugoslavia's |

ative forces which have not been complet - |fre= development on th road to socialism,

d.
ure them matepis i

prngress and deye]
ms in which the wo
of his work ang hi;
tlt in stagnation ang
e subordination, "

ning the continueq

op-
Thay

L detail later on this
» a8 the "Yugoslay
0 exclusively

L the purely economi
sumed on higher
all qualitative levels
oods and services th:
ent , in a striking ws
nin other Workers |
eratic climate, since
kovitch's police
elaxed and that

n have strengthen:
before,

€8 on the difficult

1t ke into consider-

ietors necessary
efforts, The

idations for a social-|

essential economic 8

d fall into a gener- |

ely disarmed r-evoluticnary forces in

5 Octcber 1968, i

IN CHINA THEY

REDISCOVER THE PARTY

The most recent phase of the
to be characterised by

sppears

"Cultural Revolution' in China
the folbwing factors, ;

- - in almost all the country, "Revelutionary Committees ' of the ""Triple

Alliance " rule ;

-- these committers are dominatec by

f i

preparations are being mades o

of those who followed cr still fellcw the former 'revisionist

Lui Shao Chi.

ne Army and formier Party cadres ;
constriuet the Pavty following the purge

t " leadership of

That confirms what we said from the | nationalised economy, centrally “directed

beginning : the essential =im of the

“Cultural Revolution' was the taking over

%f the Party once more by Mao.as the

“main instrument of power i1 China as

sevshere, : A
The use of the "Red Guards'' as

11 ag the Army was cnly conjunctural,

bordinate to this goal.

. But insomuch ag these 1wo forces

atened to act against the central

er of Mao, the 'Triple Ajliance' was

ad, weighed with leading clements,

"working class”' and the "party"

¥

being placed on their essential

inly, a return to the 'Party"
not only a reiurn to an organ-

his rond,

h home and fore

' genuinely marxist
juch" eriticisms

kes allowance

wer instrument, bt also to

berl

®111 A large numoeTg

sentially t ased on 1 voluntar
st schema which exalts the
efforts of the mass»s in a

L jlculs

olicy on Juilding socialism in the ruin
et igtiand talks of Vegalitarianism' in poverty,

by tiie Party-State ,ignoring 'material

| stimulants " and developing in autarchy.
“The ""Cultnral Revolufon' sought to

i create a climnte suited to sush = poliey.

{ Dut in the turmoil which followed the

iattempt to block any economic flexibility

‘of a "WEP" type, including on the world"

‘;mari'.ct, brosd layers of the masses, part-

y among the mass of youth, developed

itendencies which rebelled from the striect

t conirol of the central power of Mao. And

lthat without considering the major difficulty

of reconstructing a ceniralised national

-1

ologically rchabilitated, with the iqpparatua able to apply the econcmjc

.policy of Mao,

| Ta reslity, such a poliey i only

! poseinle through the establishment of 2
repressive dictatorship based on a vast
‘burzaucratie leyer,

E That this dictatorship is erccted on

s of the "revisloalol ' bureaucracy

{in ng way alters iis internal logic and
dynamie.
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) e, the break
offter Workers g,
L"backwAardness |
d a culturally ayq !
‘society., He hopes

Fven more 90 a8 thece is no quest-
of neglecting the necessary industr-
sation , but of basing it first of all -
ransformation industries of animal
agriculturdl products, L -

its  oWn criter : Diversification of agricultural prod-
terial and cu 1y ~ uction , aimed at developing sectors
society, = needed to give the population the

om Asiatic Socigf
century society
ont the externa]

richest and most balanced diet and to
avoid costly imports, is also quite
cari:eqtly part of the general economic
plan.

But it may be well asked if the
effort to produce ten million tons of
Bugar at all costs in 1970 is really so
indispensible. 4

The masses' enthousiasm for the
Revolution certainly continues and cont-
ributes to the widespread and enormous
voluntary work that is seen everywhere.

-~ “It would be sufficient to counter-
balance the inconveniences from food
rationing and the more general Iack of
foodstuffs, in the long rum, with an
adeguate system of distribution of these
products, :

-The almost total nationalisation of
mall trade and handicrafts due to
sibly valid political motives worsens
orthe moment the spartan atmosphere in
hich the Revolutionary Island lives.

o

e}
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o B
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A detailed analysis
olution 1936-1939,
ps. A Trotskyist
00 from . McLean
(e Box 13, Bal

already almost 'communist "' gains, to avoid
unfortunate comparisons with world levels
of productivity in cost of production, quality,
standard of living . There is also atendency
to develop the theme of voluntary and moral
incentives, of the creative "will" of the
masses, producing . wealth, withont -
stressing sufficiently the inévitable inter-
action between the raising of awareness and
"pevolutionary enthousiasm' on the one side
and the continued substantial raising of the
standard of living on the othter, -

The guarrel between partisams of
"moral ' and "material' stimulants is in -
fact a false quarrel ; for marxists the rais-
ing of the material standard of living is
absolutely indispensible to maintain the
long -term productive efforts of the masses,

- Politically, also, the conditions 2rising
in a Revolution besieged by imperialism
do not favour the flowering of 2 genuinely
socialist democracy, institutionalised in
precise organs which allow the class as
a whole to increasingly play its role. The
power of the working-class is formed in
Cuba throught:sint eraction of three
component forces in the political regime :
the personal role of Fidel, the Party and
the Army.

DEFORMATION INEVITABLE IF
REVOLUTION REMAINS ISOLATED

DIFFICULT ROAD TO SOCIALISM

The only real explanation of
 present econoniic and political situ-
in Cuba is that it is a Revolution
ed, isolated by the very severe
rialist blockade and benefiting from
very ‘limited aid from the other
rs States,

‘these conditions the construction
sm is proving particularly

t, subject to grave deformations
itically and theoretically.” For
‘a strong terdency to idealise
of aa egalitarian war economy

assed through

, while the
certain goals,

entatior. of the |
red healthy.
8 from rapid
ole period)
‘able to get
co, coffee.

It would be wrong then té make , econ- -
omically or politieally, any abusive general-
igations from the specific example of Cuba,
which would necessarily be theoretically
incorrect. i

The Cuban-Revilution, which has been
isolated over a long period, lives and
develops under terrible pressure. -

Very great achievements on the mater-
ial and cultural planes, have profoundly
changed the life of the layers which before
before were the most disinherited ithe
peasants , and the majority of the popuiation
who are coloured.

But the deforniation of the Revolution
is inevitable if isolation is prolonged.

,and to present them as being
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d Latin Amerigy, ion to "national-
ected Agrarian

adjourned, as well

'pi_' the police

and mistrust towards any traditional |
leadership , except Ben Bella himself,

Fl?f tl:te hopes they had in the ORP ~
(Organis4tion of Popular Resistance) have |
proved- fallacious, since this organisat ion
ha= passed under the control of former :
?arely "destalinised ' cadres of the Alger-
1an'Ct_)mmlmist Party , whichfollows in
practice a policy of "critical support ' tp
Boumedienne, following the policy of the
Kremlin in his regard: i

Besgides the essentially military oppos=
ition “of Zbiri-Zerdani and the former
Willaya Four cadres, there exists only
the militants grouped around "Courrier

tig necessary tq
s of all revolutionayy,
sification of politicni
3 ided concrete aig
m_American Revolutig
fdetail tothe
e Cubzn Revclution at

its urgen: defence

ce the dismantling of
s which went over in
pposition, the
tially rested on rep-
police.
police, the Boumedienne
nly on certain milit-
ng faithful to it and the
reaucratic'' bourgeoisi
onalised ' enterprises.
prises and in the
ies led By the techno-
is born . develops
new 'bureaucratic

J October 1968,

d'Algerie" with a remarkmble “political
clarity of a principled nature, 3

It is this current which now must rally
and unite the-largest possible number of
of revalutionary forces to “'orepare totake
the-head of the final and radical combat
against reaction, otherwise leaving to the
bourgeoisie (and perhaps adventurers) the
possibilities open, 48 was the case in 19 54,

I'The Left in calling for and placing
itself with Ben Bella,can propose in action
solutions inspired by the Charter of Algiers
and conforming to the traditions of struggle
of the Algerian people. ' (Extract from
the editorial of the August 1968 issue of

Courrier d'Algerie. )
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copy of THE FRENCH REVOLT.. a marxist view

by! Denis Francis. Important analysis and cheonological
summary. Only 10 cents -

copy of THE REVOLUTIONARY CRISIS IN FRANCE
written by Revolutionary Marxists in Paris,.. 10 cents
A5 eopy of FRANCE'S MaY REVOLUTION by Jean-Pierre

| Vigier. Former Central Committee member of French

. Communist, Party, Expelled from FCP in May, A leading

: .marxist intellectual criticises FCP poliey in May. Only 5 cents |
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THE: CZECE CRISIS

i 4

_copy of THE CZECH CRISIS. Contains analysis of
reasons for ‘Stalinist in : im tant Czech
intellectuals' m=nifesto T /i SAND NWORDS
published for first time in AUSTRaLla .., 10 cents '

copy INTERNATION L 3 . Important analys
documents on Czech crisis..

COMI;LIMENT:LRY COFY OF OFEN LETTER TO MEMBERS
D SUEFORTERS OF C. B NITH .ALL ORDERS
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copy of THE. LESSONS OF SPnINl by L_eon "I"rntsllty .
Trotsky's brilliant analysis of Spqmsh‘ Civil War has an
excellent summary of his ideas on civil wat, Popular Front ,
role of Stalinism and Sogial Democracy . ete.. O“nly.‘ 10. cents
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cription to INTERNATIONaL . 2 revolutionary socialist

gazine -~ A vital publication for those wanting to have the
olutionary socialist yiew on australia and thi 1\1’9:1.:1, #1,
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