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IN THIS ISSUE...

The Women's Liberation Movement is at & crossrozds. Behind
it lies a period of growth, enthusiasm, of ever-increasing in-
fluence on the rest of society including some impact on the
working class — both the unions and the ALP. But enthusiasm
as & motive force is not enough, and the movement has hean
going through & questioning pericd: '"Who are we? Where are
we going?" Women in the movement have felt the need to develop
a theory and out of that a strategy that can actually achieve
the liberation of women.

Radical feminism attempts to do this, In our main article
in this issue, Janey Stone analyses radical fominist ideology.
It is the first part of a two-part article. In the forthcoming
second part, she will develop an alternative to the dead end
of Radical Feminism, and outline a strategy for the Women's
Liberation movemant.

The impact of women's liberation on the American working
class is evidenced by the formation of the Coalition of Labor
Union Women. In a survey article, Dilys Kevan discusses this
organisation, anlpoints out the problums caused hy burcaueratic
control by female union leaders.

Notes:

No issue appeared of Front Line in July owing to the immense
amount of work invelved in preparing for our second annual con-
ference. One conference decision was to move toward ths public-
ation of a regular newspaper, Front Line will continue to ap-
pear, but probably not on a monthly basis,

In issue no 2 the word '"not" was ommitted from a sentence in
an article by Ron Flahurty reviewing an article by Pat Vort-Ron-
ald., The sentence should read that Australia's inflation is
not primarily causud by Australian public spending.
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Survey

We wrote last time that Labor
intended to cope with inflation
by deliberately creating an eco-
nomic slump; and while the recent
"mini~budget" was pretty weak
in this regard, there is still
no doubt that the slump is com-
ing. Clyde Cameron sees the com-
ing downturn as a golden opper-
tunity to discipline a trade
union mavement that was becoming
very aggressive, and to draw
the unions into a fancy index-
ation and arbitration scheme
which will tie their hands.

He has said, in essence:
1. "There is going to be
unemployment which will
weaken your bargaining pos=-
ition" and b
2, ."You had better get involved
in my schemes for class collab-
oration while your bargaining
power is still high"...and he
moved the proposed conference
of employers, unions and the
government forward to August.

The conference,in turn, is
meant to adopt the following

scheme for restraining the unions:

l. A "cost-of-living" adjust-
ment will be made in all awards
each quarter. If prices rise by
5 percent, each worker will get
a pay increase of 5 percent of

s Thus the real
wages of workers on the minimum
wa.ge will keep up with prices,
but tl

hose of higher paid workers

will £all behind, Those earnic

3

below the minimum wage will -
get ahead. The idea is to pla,
off more poorly paid workers
against the best organised wor-
kers whose wages are highers

2, Except for increases to
match increased productivity,
the cost-of-living adjust-
ments will be the geilipg

for wage rises. Workers are to
abandon their struggle to
increase their share of the
national income.

It all amounts to a demo-
'gogic proposal to cash in on
the desire for cost-of-living
adjustments while actually
freezing wages in real terms.
Socialists should be busily
exposing Cameron's slick

move. For starters, the

cost-of-living adjustment
should certainly be a
flat rate, but it should
be pegged to the highest
wage rather than the low-
est, If prices go up 5
percent, the eguivalent
of (say) a plumber's 4
wage should be paid to all
workers. This will reduces
inequalities of pay in

the work force without
hurting anyone, Second,
the cost-of-1iving adjust-
ment should be a

below which wages can't
fall, but above which
workers are free to fight
fer additional improvements.,
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1lished any basis of support
amongst the Greck popula-
tion. #As a result of this
they began to lose confi-
dence within the army it-
self and support within the
American strategic cstab-
lishment.

The overthrow of lakarios
by the (mainland) Greck-led
civil Guard was planncd in
Athens and appears to have
had littlc support amongst
Greek-Cypriots. Its main
effect was to provide an
excuse for a Turkish attack
on Cyprus —- winich has becn
a probability since British
imperialism first planncd
withdrawal £rom Cyprus in
the fifties. Its most posi-
tive cffect was to topple
the Greek junta.

The key to the continuing
tragedy in Grecce and Cyprus
over thc whole post-war
period has been the military
nccds of WATA (i.c. UeS. im-
pcrialism} in the castern
Hediterrancan. The makers
of the coup of 1967 used HATO
facilitics bccausec MATO's
planncrs fearcd that a Pap-
andrcou government would
withdraw from UATO and por-
haps cven threaten British
MATO bascs on Cyprus. The
currcnt Turkiszh congucst of
part of Cyprus, while probab-
ly launched without consul-
tation with the US govern-
ment, has ncvertheless re-
ceived the tacit support of
Kissinger and thc State De-
partment to preserve said
bhases. '

The new Greck government's
position is moxc confuscd.
The army handed power to tho
most right-wing group of
democratic exiles i could

sk vt

find. Onc assumes that Kis-
singer approves of them. Ka-
ramanlis! actions since ac-
copting government have boen
contradictory. On the onec
hand he has withdrawn from
HaTO (using the Gaullist for-
mulz of full political sup-
port but no military partici-
pation) and blamed thc US

for the Turkish invasion.

on the other hand he has re-
fused to defend the Greek
Cypriots exactly as the US
would have wished. Whether
this is an exanplc of full
political support or an illus-
tration of thc collapsec of
the post-junta Greck army is
a subject for speculation.
Zither way the Greck Cypriots
have been ill-scrved by the
right-wing Greck junta which
uscd them as pewns and by the
right-wing democratic succcs-
sion which then abandoned
thenm. Heanwhile, Britain as
an alleged guarantor of the
territorial inteqrity of its
former colony washcs its
honds, as is customary for

. governors at crucifixions.

The Turkish justification
for pertition of Cyprus ic
the defense of the Turkish
Cypriot community. Likc the
Protcstants in Ircland, loit-
overs of imperialism providc
an xcellent rationalisation
for futurc imperialism. A~
part from the fact that
Turkcy is claiming 30% of tho
island for 17% of the popu-
lation, a cantonal system of
government is of doubtful
cconomic and political via-
bility. A&s with the Britisn
in Ulster permancnt parti-
tion of Cyprus recguires o
pocrmanent prescnca of troops
%o maintain it. In any rcal
scnse the Turkish portion of
Cyprus would have to be in-



of problems. The formal
requircments for member-
ship and for astublishing
CLUY chaptcers arc 2o rig.d
ag to cxclude o vast number
of women. In tho firct
palec, womei have to ke

o miers of o "kopna £idc!
trade aanion -- ic thosc
holding callcetive bargain-
ing agrucmcits soncwherc.
The situation hae aricen
wherc: a mcmkecer of a ztatc
wiion (Clerical and fllicd
Scurvicece Employecs =-—- CiSH
in California) io not
cligikle for membership

of CLUW deapitc the work
CASE ‘has donc in orgeanising
the predominantly fonalo
ptote clerical vorkcrBSe

Three meetings orc reguir-
cd hofore a chapter can b
set up —- and thesc noctings
have to be run in a cortain
nehiers Movces like this only
gorve to cntrench the lcad-
crship == thce fouw women in
the trade union hicrarchy
-~ by making surc cvarything
io undcr control.

However, if CLUW is going
to he of oay usc to working
wonen, and not just a plot-
form for aspiring woncn
burcaucrats, a2 lot nccds
to be donc. The rank and
filc will nocd to puch for
changed menbership roquirc-
monts to coter for the
women hot covercd by "bonuo
£ide" unions and womcn hot
yet organiscd (3C pereciot
of working womcii). {lco the
structurc will have to he
made more donocratic to
cnable renk and £llw womcn
to coutrol the orgonisation.

The imerdieon group, tho
Intcrnational s5ocialises,
arc involved in CLUW, and

they oce the noxt few
montho o6 boing crucii.ale
only by building thoe orgon-
igation and dcviloping

o ptrong ronk ond £ilc

caoit CLIRT bo provented from
boeconming © femalc orm of
thce Lobor Union Lurcau-
cracdleo.

(Sourcu:: Jorkero® BOvICE,
no. 93, noss 95 = 101.)

==Dilys Kovane



janey Storie - =t

Radical Feminism-a critique

' Radical Feminism, a comparatively recent trend in the
Women 's Liberation Movement in Australia, is based on the
theory that women's oppression is the fundamental political
oppression, that women are a class and that they are "en-
gaged in a power struggle with men". Furthermore, according
to ideas of Radical Feninism, the purpose of male chauvinism
is primarily to obtain psychological ego satisfaction (1) and
is only secondarily found in economic relationships. .

This article will attempt to show that defining women as
a class brings the Radical Feminists back to affirmina the
one thing all women do have in comuon -- the female roles
that the ahistorical approach of personal politics is part
of this female role; and that the lack of a strategy has
meant the movement has reverted to those activities tradi-
tionally open to vomen -- for example ngelf-help" which is no
more than charity dressed up.

After the initial stages of consciousness raising, after
the' 'first rage had died down, the wWomen's Liberation Movement
had begun to question, to ask where the oppression had come
from, and try to work out the way forward. Radical in its be-
lief that a new society was necessary, the movement was strong-
1y influenced by the New Left with its emphasis on conscious
and experience. The social group of which the New Left was
amposed == white, middle class, students and the intellectual-
1y inclined -- had weighed the "affluent society" in the bal-
ance and found it wanting. The housewife epitomised this af-
fluent world of gadgets, and in fact was one herself. As
Betty Friedan put it, she found herself with a vague, inexpli-
cable feeling of "Is this all?" (2). Alienation and feelings
of powerlessness provided the impetus for the growth of the
Women's Liberation Movement. g :

Conscicusness raising groups were therefore the first tasks -
of the movement. Women cameé to understand that personal feel-
ings ofginadequacy and helplessness were shared, ‘that they.
were related to the gogial situation of women. Alienation was
discovered to be a result of lack of control over the condi-
tions of your life. In Women's Liberation terms this meant
no abortion or childcare centres, restricted job opportunities
and low wages, and above all the role expectation that what-
ever the individual propensities or talents, all women must
become wives, mothers and housewives.

‘Betty Friedan's organization, NoO.Wo, had little trouble
establishing a strategy consistent with its limited aims of
improved status for women within the system, and followed the
standard pressure group tactics. However the Women's Libera-
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of relationships." (4)

As Radical Feminism has grown and developed it has retrca-
ted more and more into the femalc role. Women arc described
in depressingly familiar terms:

"Women are organic...Feminists are natural ecologists."(5)

Women don't declarc or fight in offensive wars. War
is a male institution." (6)

".w'c'_vmen don't get decision making jobs: we'd make differ-
ent decisions." (7)

'Women have kept more in touch with the idea that all en-
ergy is sexual, ond that sexual doesn't mean genital." (8)

interested in the personals

"We regard our personal expérience, and ourfeelings about
that experience, as the basis for an analysis of our
common situation." (9}

Thus the constant pressure in the movement to be "sister-
ly", to have no disagreements, and to relate totally to every-
body. Articles are written attacking thought and theory as
"male". Women, "suddenly" develop an interest in crafts,
particularly those not cxactly traditionally regarded as
unsuitable for females, e.g. weaving or crocheting.* when an
action is not completely successful the response of many
Women's Liberationists is to blame themselves. ("what went
wrong? We must need more consciousness-ralsing.')

In Radical Feminist articles the low participation rate
of women in extornal socicty is axoggorated to conclude that
Do woman ever participates. Those that do are cither ig-
noraed (not an original trick) or dismissed as not real women
(i.c. taken in by malc values)s

‘o one will deny that it:s the men who control all
arcas of our society, who determine its nature. Mecn
invest capital...men govern all institutions...men de-
términe intcrnational relaotions, cconomic polieciecsy
men scttle their diffcrences in war..Equally méh domi-
nate the (male) Rovolution; men run trade unions and
socialist organisations...hxceptional women may parti-
cipate in these spheres -- they are exceptions without
substantial powex." (10)

*Off Our Bocks last year had a threc-part scries on quilting.

N



to do, for social power, Radical Feminism looks towards

"modals in past socictics, where women ruled, or fcmale

groupings were powcrful. Llternatively, the "key" is thought
to A:L‘:Lr_a in lesbianism, vegetarianism, or the occult.

In "The First Sex" by Blizabeth Gould Davis, the idca of

. the "noklc savage is given o new twist. This book very pop-

uler with Radical Feminists, advances the theory that the
prehistoric matriarchics were ruled by physically and psy-
chically superior, vegetarian womcile unfortunatcly, meat-

~ dating, lustful men took over, and today we sce the conse-
| gquences. After Lrmageddon, women will again rule:

nghe who was revercd and worshipped by early man be-

causc of her powcr to sec the unsccn will again be

the pivot -- not 25 scx but 2 divine woman -— about

whom the ncxt civilization will, as of old, ,r:cvolve."
(14

Medieval (and modern) witches: and midwives, arc ideal-
ized, with their "greut healing powcrs or skill in mid-
Wwifcry..«s. (they) obtained sills through inborn psychic
gifts, generations of cxperimcntation...or perhaps being
attuncé to their natural instincts by living a quict life

in the woods." (15)

Again we £ind the Rodical Foeminists arguing that women
arc closcr to naturcl p

Even in that “bastian of melc supremacy, the Victorian
family, the Radical Fominists £ind a model for female power:

iyomen may have been excluded from activities in the
world outsidc the home, but insidc it they werc power-
ful and in a majarity...z-iarriec’_- or single, women col-
lcetively coantrolled and dominated domestic rituals
ond superviged the dramas of 1ifc and death..."(16)

The hand that rocks tho cradlc rules the worldl

Short cut theorics, proposing a single universal key to
open the door to feminist heaven, @bound. )

Last ycar the key was yesbianism. A large number of
Radieal Feminists boecame lgsbians, not out of scxual inter-
est, but as a point of political principle. It was argued
simply that "faminism is the theory, lesbianisn is the
practicc." Lesbians maintained that they were the real
rovolutionaries, being women who had refused to submit to
the female role. The rcalization was, however, not long
in coming that rclating to a woman.can still be highly
role-defined.

. This yoar the key is fashion hae been the guestion of
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was the fundamental unit for production of basic necessities.
But with the industrial revelution, the point of production
was moved to the factory, and the family, at least in urban
areas, lost any obvious productive function. The only re-
maining onc, the production of labour power (the production
and maintecnance of the worker him or herself) is invisible,
disguised as a pcrsonal service a wife does out of love for
her husband. The function of the family, apart from the
economic one: of consunption, baecame mainly political. Train-
ing in authoritarian attitudes and sexual repression, soci-
alization of children into the competitive, super-individu-
. dlistic poychology of capitalism -- that is the major task
of the family. ¥

Based on the apparcnt divorce or the family from econ~
omic production, the myth grew of the Lamily as "outside"
society, as a refuge, where personal life is carried on and
where the man may recuperate from the pressures of the
world. Despite the large numbers of women (and children)
who worked, this theory was developed particularly during
the Victorian period. The Englishman's home was his castle
-~ his wife, in her peaceful sanctuary, formed the basis for
.capitalism's version of a woman's place. i

Thus women's oppréesion today ic based on the role of
woman as the centrc and lynchpin of the family. The ap-
parently personal. nature of the family, separatc from soci-
ety, has meant that women tend to sce their problems in a
personal, particularist way. During its carly stages, the
Women's Niberation movement concentrated on breaking down
this falsc consciousncss and through consciousness-raising
groups helped women to perccive the social nature of their
oppression. Thus the conccpt: t¢he personal is political'.

‘Radical feminism has distorted the original meaning of
this phrases

e tricd to analysc how far the movement has come in
the last 12 months. We cavisaged that we could write
about things or events that the Women's movement as a

wholc had occomplishcde...Howcver wWe realized that every -

onc of us ig the movement. 5o any attempts to re-
flect upon the achicvements of the last 12 months can
only be expressed in subjective torms.” (21)

The catchword now amounts to: "the political is per=-

sonal". kverything must ke looked at in a personal subjec-

tive way.

The problem herc is that the Radical Feminists fail to
gce that the personal, subjcctive approach is a historically
conditioncd part of the female role; instead thoy rogard it
ac inhereptly fcmelc. This ahistorical approach traps thom
into acceptance of the essentially bourgeois ideology that



= ignach capitalisn!! How--by chonging governments?
working and giving eway the products of your labour." (28)

= Likc all change~your-hcad theorics, Radical Feminism s’
woluntarist and utopian. It upholds a vision of a new soci-
aty, of fundamcntal chonge, "o female world ' based on love,
trust, frccdom and humenity." (29) But this world remaing
a distant drcam. (

Radical lVendnism cither.declarus this world jwill sponta-
ncously arisc, or that if we try hard cnough we'll get it.
Voluntariom, the idea you con do anythinj you want right
now, is in the long run decmoralizing. when disillusionment
scts in. In the short run, the lack of a strategy condamns
2 movemcnt to zetivity only cround short term objectives.

A strotcgy, on understanding of how to build the movement
and to bridgec the gaop between immcdiocte actions and the even-
tually massive social change -- this is an essential concept.
Radical Peminilsm is lacking such o concepte

The movement, under the influcncc of Radical Femdnism,
has largely revertcd to those immadiatcly actionakle activi-
ties traditionally opcn to women -- good works. The prcscnt
movement around sclfi-hclp is little morc than charity. Sct-
ting up child carc centres, halfway houses, health centres
and ropc crisis groups -=- whdlc thesc may be nccessary and
ugeful, they do not help to build o movemcnt capable of
changing the naturc ok gocicty. In fact, as charity organi-
zations usuclly do, they oxeusc the government and the whole
society imwm toking the responegibility. And an isolated
puch institution can even bc go-opted into the governmental
structure. This is <vident from the dependence of the
Women's Health Clinic in Sydnuy ond the Womcn's Contre in™
Berkeley, California on government grants.

This is not to a@ay we should not act around short-torm.
objoctives. However while doing so we noed to develop an
undcrstanding of how to build, o strategy that takes us
towards our ultimate gools.

We need tolrcally underctand consciousncos, which the
Radical Fominists for all their obscasion with it clearly do
not. Consciousncss is changed in tho procecs of pcople
struggling to change socictye..ond themsclves.

Lotes
1. Politics of the ego: A manifusto for iew York Radical
Feminists. [lotepfrom the Sccond Year, p. 124

2. Betty Pricdan, The Feminine lysticgue, ponguin, p. 13

Barbars Burrisc ct al., 4th World lonifcsto. lokes £rom



Janc, op cit.
% Jenny, op cit, p. 41.

26, lioy, "Destruction of the Family", Uclbournc Feminist
VCollcction, e 9.

27. Kerryn, op cit, p. 36.
20. llaric, op cit.

29. iiarie, "Jatural Superirity", Women's Libcration
ilewsloteer, Licilbournc, May 1974. . 3.




ates the coaclus
dmeh s liberation
wha ?preach oe
@8 a plot ©
ging clasc
§eig canit
Bree. (¥

Whrust of ¢
B BC cafily pro
Ausiral
ressurs
Biepua,; o
of an

indica
The othcr
actor h
hic "ooci
1 1!1.”!‘ ho
hor rcalisco
et roccosion that
i pliding inko
day hit australiae

ingly, akl £alk of
'uuj_)crannuat i
wages for housc—
troin g schaacs

& ant
isleingy

window, uh

1an0n

mn

00

I

ziderations,

lavel

uthors!

disappear out the
ile the ruling
reacts to short=
con

: The
of sclf-

workers

and

cpcaches,

noco cice; blinds

¢ conflict
reac that takeo

scetions

Cous
Liabor

it

would hawe
A=

0o have

tha

authoxs!’

WEONGs

is not surprising
ichce authors gcc Lahor'a

g duc to
1c"snall



lyrice but it's o
: ::\eactianarg Sou-

crocrat lcaning
‘consciouan-_ss, i

tl"\.‘. .196;
ago) but i
ational

Today and YGo-
{relecascd by |

SWErc a group o

y chy

5t of the ul.‘
id by the c
rangor

D pﬂr‘
Y\.-Clr.a UL incra
dir:oct:.onh,w gee-
t on to
thc nlan Pricc
y relcaced a oor
rds with supcrb
and curious i ot
ch ac "Thce Hous<
ack Built' and "8i-
ng

£h and thc Amaz
He ccamed

C Britich jazz-

:cn Today and
Pricc has rcturncd

vy blucs
although
‘ r back grounil
cstration and bra

csent. a8 welle.
-] rcturn is i

The album 1o a unificd
¢ rathor than a collec-
songs. The first

C
luck
know is
tough."

connoets
nd at twe pla-
,cond yide is
today and 18
sn the vicious
rittlc poss ibility of
g5 —- wherc {rlund
ove arc detormined by
The whole album is
licitly autobiogr hic-
The cuum..c'.mg thone
1 Yuuhbr-
arg on bo
5 growing old in

O




1ery anoucrs but
pranlly it's ain.
b A I

‘& sub-culturc
3t knoun for being
h itsclf

In e







