may day song book

SRS Celebrating
™\ May Day for
100 years

Commitlee
0 "

‘-'rn



may day centennial
1890 - 1990

May 1st, 1990 celebrates the historic occasion of the hundredth May
Day meeting in Australia. It marks one hundred years of struggle for
improved living standards, shorter working hours, socialism,
opposition to imperialist wars, fascism and military dictatorships.

May Day provides the Australian working class with the opportunity to
reassert support for international workers' solidarity and promotes
socialism as the only answer to exploitation, poverty, inequality and
oppression.

This song book is produced to mark the 1990 Centennial May Day.

The songs included in this book evolved from particular historic
incidents or periods of working class struggle and have been sung by
workers in Australia and throughout the world. Some of the songs are
as old as May Day itself but their message is as relevant as ever.
Music and songs are a powerful medium to convey ideas, and like all
other art forms serve a particular class in society. Historically workers
have understood this and recognized the need to develop their own
artists, musicians, and songs to truly reflect their aspirations and
struggles for a better way of life.

Today the capitalist class are using all their forces to destroy the
working class movement. Part of this process is to destroy the culture
and artistic expressions of people, but they will not succeed.

Songs of the working class, like their demands, are international and

convey political messages that the capitalist class wish we would
forget. The purpose of this seng book, and the ones we hope will

follow, are to make sure this does not happen.
These songs are part of your working class heritage, may you enjoy
them. '

Melbourne May Day Committee
May, 1990..



may day

Throughout the 1800s a strong international drive
devaloped amongst working paople to attain and
enforce an eight-hour working day. In contrast to the
existing len, twelve, and fourteen hour working days,
this eight-hour day represented a giant step farward.
On 18th Augus! 1855, a meeling of the
Stonemasons’ Society in Sydney unanimously
decided: "That in the opinion of this Society, eight-
hours should ba the maximum day's work.”™
Employers were advised thal, from that day, siX
months later, masons woukd werk only an eight-hour
day. However, masons on two church sites struck
and won an eight-hour day, which thay calabrated
with a dinner on 1st October 1855.
During 1855, a campaign was spearheaded by the
Stonemasons in Melbourne to gain an eight-hour day
thraughout the building industry. At a meeting in the
Queen's Thealre on 26th March 1856, Secretary
Galloway of the Stonemasons’ Society moved: *That
the principle (eight-hour day) take effect from April
1he 21sL.” On the "glariaus 21st”, Melbourne building
workers established a world first — an industry wide
eight-hour day.
In Melbourne, a celebration march took place on 10th
May 1856. Labour Day marches took place in March
every year until 1851, when reformists succeeded in
having them disbanded. Labour Day holidays are
calslxalnd annually in 2ll states. The Eight-Hour

the Melb Traﬂls Hall

flag, and fighting One immediate aim: an eight-hour
waorking day, established by legal enactment...The
spectacle we ara now wilnessing will make the
capitalists and landowners of all lands realise that
loday the proletarians of all lands are, in very truth,
united.”

From 1891 onwards, Cangress extended the call for
May Day to cover demands for improved working and
living conditions, peace batween nations and the
deepening of class struggle.

In Australia, the labour movement, in suppor of the
international campaign, held a public maating at the
Malboume Trades' Hall on tha 1st of May 1890. This
meating called for an eight-hour day for all Victorian
workers. Melbourne building workers had already
‘won an eight- hour day in 1856.

It is said that Australia’s first May Day march took
place in Barcaldine, Queensland, during the shearers
strike of 1891, with 1500 marchers taking part.
Melbourne's first May Day march was held on 30th
April 1893, The mareh eoneluded at the Yarra Bank,
where the following resalution was carried:

*That this meeting send fraternal greetings to warkers
of all lands, and rejoices that the celebration of
Labour Day by the workers of the world has bacome
a bond of international brotherhoad and a sign of
impanding emancipation.”

Qver the last hundred years, the message of that first
meeting has found fis echo with May Day

the act of
Melbourne building workers.
On May 1st 1886, the eight-hour movement in the
United States culminated in widespread strikes and
demonstrations, especially in Chicago. Strikers were
subjected to violent palice repression. On 4th May, in
the Haymarket Square, Chicage, a bloodbath
occurred when police attacked workers.
demonstrating against palice brutality. Vielent
rnprnsslun in many parts of the country was

raising the demand for peace, higher living
standards, democratic rights and national liberation.
May Day has raised the call for the advance to
Socialism.

On this Century of May Day, the world's proletariat
has accumulated many experiences. Wa have seen
the victory of the proletarian revelution in a number of
countries. We have seen the counter-attack by
agents of capitalism but we are confident that the

iat will defeat these attempls fo undo the

d labour isation. Finally, a
nationwide strike was called for 1st May, 1890, 1o
pursua the eight-hour day campaign.
The hundredth anniversary of tha fall of the Bastille
prison during the french revolution was observed on

many achievements of half a century.

In Australia the Labor Party was established in the
wake of the great struggles of the 1890s, in the hope
that it would lead the working class to vidory.

14th July 1889, On that day there, in Exp: has shown that efforts to reform
Paris, a Congress of leaders of Sociali have met wihsharp resﬁaf\ca and have
from many lands. Congress called for i lonal not abalished The working

demonstrations on an appointed day, for
achievement of the eight-hour working day. Since 1st
Mly 1890 had already been set in the Umlad States,

that day for i
damonslramns
Wrihng on 1st May 1890, Engels drew attention to the
of the first i I May Day:

“As | wrile these lines, the proletariat of Europe and
America is holding a review of its forces; it is
‘mobilised for the first lime as One army under One

class have recognised that the abolition of
exploitation of man by man can anly lie in the
direction of scientific socialism.

Yet we must remember what all revolutionary leaders
have backs are temporary. We -
must earnestly learn from our experience. We must
nat ba despondent. The crisis of capitalism can only
be solved by doing away with capitalism.

The future is with socialism, We must have a clear
vision and seek to paint the path forward.
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We peasants, artisans and others

Enrolled among the sons of toil,

We'll claim hencefonh the earh as brothers,
Driva the indolent from the soil!

On our flesh too long has fed the raven,
We've too kong been the vuliure's prey

But now farewell spiri craven,

The dawn brings in a brighter day.

CHORUS

No saviour from on high deliver,

No trust have we in prince or peer,

Our own right hands the chains must sever:
Chains of hatred, greed and fear.

Ne'er the thieves will e'er forgo their booty,
And to each give a happier lot,

Each at his forge must do his duty
And sirike while the iron is hat.

CHORUS



ars struck for higher wages
an hour, according to a poer

2 1
Unions sent 30,000 pounds 1o pal? e oo et 4 ‘
i —=
ck workers won, largely due 1, T e e o e e = e ==
a. One London paper carried 5 i =5 T o e =3
| dockers marched up the green ’ £ 5 i
r's tree, with the white and violer 8 f" y 1F———q 1 L il !
; Eh—q:.;_l_ =
alia (the Eureka flag), flanked by e b } =T 4 i —3
rs on poles, in the van. a —1
F a o
i 7 —7 T nh"1
H—— =l e e S
=i ' 0 — |
3
[ o
and base o e e e
0 i o e — 1 I a
I 1 F
#

ixed on pelf and place,
rich man’s frown

d emblem down.

ered swear we all,
fill we fall;

and gallows grim,
oour parting hymn.




@

i

T
; o]
= h”lll.
X~
{ 4m I D_”J
flangy qm
i) '
3 oSy w
o T " I
- v iN N
7 |1 i
m N T w_ He S Wl 1.L.“
, e s xS ooy
| 4 44 w (N Ml I
™ N ™ H M
ol ol S [ ol
- AN, N =8 M ANy
g X Ly
il r i " ] H
o, L L o | .-.en |:#r rm_.ﬁua = n:N
L 4 i D i
1] g3 g ¢ | il
Ty AL..,. Rl R smyl s
Bl £ 41
S ose. s ey d e #i,

is now a rallying call for 1he

the truth is in their hearts,
100, their hearts so bold and

ions we must build;
| be our battle cry,

ion thraugh out Latin America
i1 unity is strong;

rkers' mighty wave.
e-do Ha-mas Se-ra Ven-see-do

he men are sireaming in,
the shape of things lo come
in a million blending parts,

Trade Union and left wing
forests in the south.

south they come to join the throng -

er now. their struggle has begun




lp Spain. Monay was
,Saviet Cantral Council of
on of 12 million

to fight fascism in Spain,
ann Calumn, from

in Spain, progressive

1y political and military

. application by
fascist occupation
lorid War.

under attack from the
political leaders and
concentration camps
antly suppressed.

nder attack from the
Thaelmann Column,
ravolutionary leaders, to

T il £ F (e
7 1 4'. -" 1 r A r X T T - =
(S F (& & c
@' = = —
i F cl F e
A=t ! U‘:'EE’—’—H—-ZEE.
F 1
= -
1
THE THAELMAN COLUMN

Spanish heavens spread their brilliant starlight
High abave the trenches on the plain;

From the distanca, maming comes to greet us,
Calling us to battle once again.

CHORUS
Far off Is our land,
Yet ready we stand;

We're fighting and winning for you
FREIHEIT!

We'll not yield a foot to Franco's fascists
Even thaugh the bullats fall like sleet;

With us stand those peerless men, our comrades,

And for us there can be no retreat.

CHORUS

Hear the trumpets, hear the bugles sounding! -
Beat the drums, Victory our reward!
With our scarlet banner smash their colum ns,

Thael a . b paint,

Y

CHORUS




hans beimler

Hans Baimler was the political commissar of the 1o power. He was ona of the very few to escape from
Thaslmann Column. He had been a member of the Dachau. He arrived in Spaln in time to take part in & D'
Bavarian State Parliament and was among the firstto  the defance of Madrid, where ha gave his life. [é# 7 i J J J J ‘ J - G o .I
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be sent 1o concantration camp when the Mazis came

HANS BEIMLER

In Madrid outlying trenches,

In the hour of danger grim,

With the Intemational shock brigades,
His heart with hatred all ablaze,
Stood Hans, the Commissar

Stand Hans, the Commissar.

Because he fought for freedom

He was forced to leave his home,
Near the blood-stained Manzanaras,
Whare he led the fight to save Madrid,
Died Hans, the Commissar.

Died Hans, the Commissar.

Abullet came a-flying

From his fascist *Fatherland”.

The shet stuck heme, the aim was frue
The rifle barrel well made, too,

A German Army gun

A German Army gun.

With heart and hand | pledge you
While | load my gun again,

You will never be forgotten,

Nor the enemy forgiven,

Hans Beimler, our Commissar,

Hans Beimler, our Gommissar.
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CHORUS

In your daughters and yaur sons,
In your daughters and your sons,

You sowed the seeds of freedom

In your daughters and your sons.

Wovds 299 pusic 0
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‘Without your bass, you'd all be last
You all depend on me.
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