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INTRODUCTION.

THERE i3 n0 great public question in which the British
nation has so deep an interest, or in regard to which
a large proportion of the intelligence of the country
is so profoundly and fatally ignorant, as the Colonial
question, or the proper relation of a mother-country
to her colonies. A system of government for the
British colonies has accordingly been suffered to grow
up, as if by sheer accident, and to subsist in great
measure unquestioned, as far at least as its funda-
mental principles are concerned, to the present day—
a system, however, wholly unwarranted by the law
of nature and nations, and not less unjust and op-

. pressive towards its more immediate objects than
disastrous and suicidal in its tendencies and results
to those who uphold it.

There is no subject also on which the literature of
this country presents so complete a blank. Of the
many hooks on the Colonies with which the British
press perpetually teems, where are there any that go
to the root of the matter, and discuss with manly
freedom the fivst principles of colonization ? For my
own part, I know of none. A few glimmerings of

light were, doubtless, struck out on the subjeet du-
A3
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INTRODUCTION. vit

Great Britain has hitherto been all wrong in her
principles and practice in the matter of colonization,
and that, in common with the colonies themselves,
she has been reaping the bitter fruits of this fatal
mistalke for two centuries and a half.

But lest the reader should suppose that such a
thing is incredible, let him bear in mind that all
that is truly great and glovious in the legislation of
this great country for the last quarter of a century
has been nothing more nor less than the successive
confession and abandonment — the successive ac-
knowledgment and repudiation — of one fallacy and
delusion after another, under which the nation had
been duped, deluded, and self-deceived, in some in-
stances for centuries before.

The first of the fallacies and delusions I allude
to was — that it was expedient and necessary for the
good government of this country, to exclude from
the enjoyment of their undoubted political rights, as
citizens and subjects, a large number of the most
conscientious men in the country. If T am not
mistaken, it was Mr. Canning who procured the
national repudiation of this fallacy in the Repeal of
the Test and Corporation Acts — the first step in the
right direction.

Another fallacy and delusion, of a still more
inveterate character, was — that it was expedient and
necessary, for the maintenance of the Protestant in-
stitutions of this country, to deprive at least one
fourth of our fellow subjects of their political rights
and privileges, and to degrade them into the con-
dition of a Pariah caste in their native land. In my

humble opinion, the late illustrious Duke derived
Ad
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INTRODUCTION « ix

On all these important matters, therefore, on any of
which every intelligent person in the United Kingdom
was quite capable of offering an opinion, it has thus
been publicly acknowledged that we were, nevertheless,
all wrong till yesterday, as it were. Ts it not exceed-
ingly probable, therefore, @ fortiori, that on such points
as Colonial Government, the relations of a colony to
the mother-country and the right principles of colo-
nization — points on which not one in every hundred
thousand of the inhabitants of this country is capable
of offering an intelligent opinion, simply because he
has had no experience on the subject, and because the
case it involves is totally removed from his proper field
of observation — is it not highly probable that we
may have been all equally wrong, all under a similar
fallacy and delusion? Nay, if men even of the
highest intelligence in the colonies have only arrived
at the truth in these matters after long study and
reflection, how is it to he supposed that men who have
had no colonial experience, and who have never
thought on the subject at all, should, nevertheless,
be in the right? Many,” says the celebrated Dr.
Benjamin Franklin, in the preface to his Considera-
tions on the Nature and the Extent of the Authority
of the British Parliament,— “ Many will perhaps
be surprised to sce the legislative authority of the
British Parliament over the colonies denied in every
instance. These the writer informs, that, when he
began this piece, he would probably have heen sur-
prised at such an opinion himself. For it was the
result, not the occasion, of his disquisitions. e
entered upon them with a view and expectation of

being able to trace some constitutional line between
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those cases in which we ought, and those E‘nptl;;,c:i
we ought not, to acknowledge th_e powell;_ of g
ment over us. In the prosecution of his ;flq i
he became fully convinced that such @ e iy
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Let the intelligent reader, therefore, examine the

principles and arguments of the following woﬂ.c 0111
their own merits, and in the light of thos.e undeniable
facts and illustrations I have adduced in suPport of
them. I am quite aware of the host of ]gl’l[)l'at-lt
prejudices which the bare announcement of this
hurable effort for the freedom and independence of
my adopted country will array against me —.of the
storm of abuse which it will excite in certain quar-
ters, and the shower of nicknames \'E'hich. will be
rained down upon me. But after having circumna-
vigated the globe, and buffeted with the tempests of
Cape Horn, for the welfare and adva.m.sement of my
adopted country, seven times successively, during
the last thirty years, T may be supposed to have ac-
quired the necessary powers of endurance for such
visitations. Firmly persuaded, therefore, as I am, of
the soundness of my principles and arguments, al-
though I anticipate much personal abuse, I expect
no answer at all worthy of the name.

; My proposal to establish free institutions through-
out the Australian colonies on the basis of universal
suffrage and equal electoral distriets will proba-

. Oanﬂdemﬁlm*m; the Nature and the Eztent of the Authority of
 the British Parlioment. By Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Rivington's

 New m*amh&uaﬂ 30th, 1774,

)
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bly be regarded in certain quarters with scornful
contempt ; and the case of France will perhaps be
appealed to as a sufficient answer to all such alleged
< rayings.” But the case of France is nothing to
the point. Will any man venture fo assert that the
famous Coup d'Etat, and the series of measures with
which it has been followed up, could have been
either practicable or possible in any country in which
the English language is spoken, or of which a large
majority of the inhabitants are Protestants? What,
then, can the case of sheer Despotism, supported by
Romanism, in France, and merely pretending to rest
upon the basis of universal suffrage, have to do with a
constitution for the Australian colonies? Louis Na-
poleon has taught the Kuropeanworld a very important
lesson, which I trust it will get by heart; and it is
this — that there is no security for civil liberty in any
country in which Romanism predominates.  This is
all in reality that the case of France teaches us.

The following work, with the exception of a very
few paragraphs which have been interjected since, was
wholly written at sea in the months of March and
April last, before I was aware that Earl Grey and
Her Majesty’s late ministers generally were out of
office. It is published, therefore, precisely asit would
have been had his Lordship and his late colleagues
been still in power; and any reflections which it con-
tains are therefore to be understood as directed
against the system of colonial government which we
have hitherto been keeping up as a nation, rather
than against the men who have at any time been en-
trusted with its management.

Contemporancously with this volume, another
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work of mine, entitled, An Hz'stoi-ical a‘nd’ Sfo;‘trl‘::;cc;i
Account of New South Wales ?nclludm_q a 1:![ .
the Gold Regions, and a Description of the M Z
with an Estimate of the probablc %iesults -—.mm'a ,
soeial, and poliﬁcal~qf the great dzsco:{ery :h.mht::r](;
vols,, is now issuing from; the: pressst I WS
reader who may peruse both will find a whole serx}els
of proofs and illustrations of the sou.nd.ness of the
views advanced in this volume. As 1t 18 probable,
however, that this worl will fall into the h.anda of
readers, in the colonies cepecially, who will have
no opportunity of seeing the historical work I allude
to, 1 have deemed it expedient and necessarys for
obvious reasons, to embody in this volume & fe'w
pages from that work. T trust this explanation will
be deemed satisfactory by the readers of both.

London, Oct. 25. 1852.

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L

THE RIGHTS OF COLONIES.

Section I. — Definitions and Limitations - - 4
Section IT. — Objects of Colonization - % F
Section ITI. — Is the Extension of the Empire of the Colo-
nizing, or Mother-country, a proper and legitimate Object
of Colonization? - - - - - -
Section IV. —Is the Propagation of Christianity a proper
and legitimate Object of Colonization for any Government?
Section V. — Distinetion between Colonization, properly so
called, and the Modes of Settlement in other Dependencies ;
with the natural and necessary Results of that Distinetion -
Section VI. — Analogy between a Colony and a Child, and
Inferences from that Analogy - - - -
Section VII.— The Australian Colonies have attained their
political Majority, and are consequently entitled to their
Freedom and Independence - - - -
Section VIIL — The Sort of Government proposed for these
Provinces — both Provineial and National - -
Section IX, — A Compromise proposed and considered— Par-
liamentary Representation for the Colonies - -
Section X, — Another Compromise proposed and considered
— Municipal Independence - - b, .
Section XT. — Nationality a real and not an imaginary Good -
Section XII. — An Ohjection urged and considered — Great
Britain planted the Anstralian Colonies, and has therefore
a Right to rule them - - i 4

a7
41

43



CONTENTS. v
CONTENTS:
& ziv 5 Page Page
idered — Wt il Lk Salve for bad Soves; or the Tree of i
N tated and const Section VI, — Quae ]
Section XIIL— Another OI\Zueﬂﬁo‘f‘r I'Freeﬂom and Independ- English Soeiety to be transplanted to the Colonies - 126
The Colonies areé claiming -the:;a:mhar-cﬂuﬂm! which has Section VII. — The Grecian Specific for successful Coloni-
ence, because they hate ﬂle’; i ﬁnjelt}r: the Queen, to gation — Freedom and Independence for the Colonies - 131
done so mueh for them; ﬂ‘;l perali] Decause they are Section VIIL — Roman Colonization, and the Roman Colony
whom they owe all due Aﬂ: EIShwn-io gpirit of Rebellion - 48 of Britain - - 5 - - - 154
cherishing in their I.Ieuﬂ . et.ion Mﬂ_ and considered — Section IX, — American Colonization — its Principles and
Seetion XIV.— A Third f-)ng;cm and Pareel of the Briti-*ﬂ(; Results - - - - - - - 162
itish Colonies al ts, an
g m'fenis_:n Empire on which the Sug ne;e; :f:isve:sal
E;!ip;: far more than any even i g s el]. the Four i
which, R its Sceptre to a e"
EmpmofAnthultyI’ :x md;ﬂ e“rsrp Continent, withont THE PRESENT CRISIS IN THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES ; AND THE
Quarters of the f];;: every Isle: it mnst be glorious, DUTY OF GREAT BRITATN IN THAT CRISIS. |
e A to such an Empire: it capnot but be . ;
therefore, to belong to sU dal, and highly criminal to at- Section I. — Earl Grey and Lord North; or Preparations,
monstrous, unnatural, suieidat, S5 / & B8 51 after the old Pattern, for the Dismemberment of an
tempt to dismember 1t ' ) a idered — Empire - - - - - - - 182
ted and consi
‘Section XV.— A Fourth Ob_]e‘ul:mn :faj'ogitheir Freedom and Section 1I. — Earl Grey and Lord North continued ; or the
The Colonists who are caﬂ“_’S ';;e blicans, and are unfit : Governor-General b - - : - 189
. Independence are A mbse Pacepser 4 ! = 861 Section ITI. — The Discovery of Gold in Australia, and its
fogovernthemselves = - Co 4 ceolian probable political Results - - - - - 196
" Section XVI.— A Fifth O‘JJEC':;" :rg:: rotect themselves Section IV. — Evidences of the Author's Credibility as a
~ Colonies would he unable to defend a P_ .. Witness, in regard to the actual Condition of the Aus-
foreign Aggression, in the event of their obtaming Y )
ﬁm‘!! gn Af Inlie‘ endence, and would, therefore, if tralian Colonies - - . - . - 210
their Freedom and Tndep : oon fall into the Hands Section V.— The Duty of Great Britain in this Crisis - 234 i
abandoned by Great Britan, very 8 \ g B 77 Seetion VL. — Proposed Conditions of the Treaty of Inde- {
of some other Power % & < 1 endence — Half of the Land Revenue to be Appropriated
: & d Independ- P PEEOR
Section XVIL — How the Claim of Treedom an P 8o for the Promotion of Emigration from Great Britain - 9243

: : te - -
ence is likely to be received by the Parent Sta Section VII — Proposed Conditions of the Treaty of Tnde-

pendence continued — no hostile Tariff, no Custom-hounse- 248

CHAP. IL Scetion VITL. — Reasons why the Extent of Territory sug-
gested is desirable for the General or National Government 253
1PLES mm OF THE ANCIENTS, AND ESPECTALLY Section IX. — Reasons why Great Britain should legislate at
1 A!LI; THE GREEKS, IN COLONIZATION. once in this Matter g i . . . 955
I.— The Greek Colonies - - 8 CHAP. EV.

h Colonization before the War of Ameri-

RESULTS TO BE ANTICIPATED FROM THE PROPOSED CONCESSION

- r 2 : H 0F FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE TO THE AUSTRALIAN COLO< |
onization since the American War 111 NTES.
Results of Greeian Colonization ; it
‘ ¥ i # B 14 Seetion T, — A Befitting Career opened up for Men of Talent,
k SEoin Lo ik _ 193 Enterprise, and Honourable Ambition - - - 1263




CONTENTS:

ation to Australia

derful Increase of Fmigr i tﬁe ‘D'mted

1. — Won
se:ioonng the Humbler and Worhng Classes.
i om =
¢ Seft‘l:EdIH _ Realization of -l
LA e rohs‘ble Progreus
A __ Annexation, and its p %
:eﬁx {fv Results to Education, Morals, and Religion
o i

the other Legstsmnte Objeet!

CHAP. V.
COLONTES FOR GREAT BRITAIN:

AN APOLOGY FOR PENAL

Section 1. — Causes of the large and constantly tncreasmg

Crime in the United Kingdom

mﬁu"“x'if “mua:n Safety-valve provided for the Rumedy
X Social

of this fundamental Defect in mmﬂyﬁm@mmﬂs ) the

Populntmn of the British

i

— No Means of
ﬁ,:.:m];ﬂ:y' increasing Criminal

ﬂ Olueeﬂ-unl to Ounvner. Cnlomnhun onnsldered

m—m il £ S R, ales
— Results uf'l‘rm!porhhun in
and Vvu;: Dimm’s I-and no Lrgummn apinst the System

Page

267

- 274
289

299

298

300

301

302

335

337

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE

FOR THE

GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA,

CHAPTER 1.
THE RIGHTS OF COLONIES.
SecTIoN I. — DEFINITIONS AND LIMITATIONS.

A coroxy is a body of people who have gone forth from
the Parent State, either simultaneously or progressively,
and formed a permanent settlement in some remote terri-
tory, whether that territory has been already oceupied by
an inferior race or not.

There are therefore two things necessary to constitute
a colony properly so called; viz. 1st. Emigration from
the Parent State; and, 2nd. Permanent settlement in the
oceupied territory: and if any dependent community is
deficient in either of these essentials, it cannot with pro-
priety be designated a colony of the country to which it
is subject or on which it is dependent.*

* Of colonisation, the principal elements are, emigration and the
permanent settlement of the emigrants on unoeccupied land. A
colony, therefore, is a country wholly or partially unoccupied,
which receives emigrants from a distance ; and it is a colony of the
country from which the emigrants proceed which is therefore called
the mother country.— A View of the Art of Colonisation, §c. By
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, Esq. London, 1849, p. 16.
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Good Hope and Demerara were Duteh colonies acquived
in o similar way; and Trinidad is merely a conquered
colony of Spain. In short, in regard to not a few of the
transmaring possessions or dependencies of the empire,
whiel we are in the habit of designating, with great self.
complacency, ouwr eolonies, we have heen realising pretty
much the popular idea of the cuckoo, which, it is said,
builds no nest of her own, but lays her solitary egg in
that of some other bird and forthwith takes possession.
In all the instances enumerated —and the list might be
somewhat extended if it were necessary —we have merely
seized the colonies of other wenker people; and after de-
positing our solitary egg in them, we have ealled them
ours, 08 if we had planted them from the fivst— British
colonies, forsooth | It is @ most unwarrantable misnomer.
As old Cato well observes, Vera nomina rerum longe
amisimus — largiri aliena vocatur liberalitus : or, in plain
English, “We have long lost the proper names for things
—for instance, making free with other people’s posses-
sions is called British Colonisation I"*  How muny
Britons ever go to the foreign colonies we have thus
appropriated ? — the merest handful comparatively.  How
many of these even go to them merely to make money
and to return?  Almost the whole of them.

Neither are the rveally British islands of the West
Indies— Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. Vineent, &e., including
the Bahama Islands, —entitled to be called British colonies.
At least nine out of every ten of the inhabitants of these
islands are either Afrvicans, or the descendants of Africans
who were originally stolen from their native country, and
made slaves ofy to grow sugar, cotton, and coffee for Eng-
lishmen ; and the very few Britons comparatively who
ever went to them went merely to make money, and Zo
return.  These islands are therefore merely British planta-
tions—they are in no respect British colonies, properly
* Cato's Speech in Sallust, De Conjur, Catilin,
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Secrion II. — Opiects or CoLONISATION,

What then are the proper and legitimate objects which
such a country as Great Britain ought to have in view or
to propese to herself in forming such colonies as these
— Buitish colonies, properly so called? They are,

1. To secure an eligible outlet for her redundant popu-
lation of all grades and classes.

2. To create a market for her manufactured produce
by increasing and multiplying its consumers indefinitely,

8. To open up a field for the growth of raw produce
for her trade and manufactures; and

4. To sustain and extend her commerce by carrying
out all these objects simultaneously.
Now these are noble objects for any nation to pursue;
and no wonder that Lord Bacon should designate the
peculiar work they indicate the heroic work of colonisation.
Nay, it is something more even than a merely heroic
work: it is the course divinely prescribed in the first
commandment given to the human race, Be fruitfil and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it* ; and it
may, therefore, be inferred that it can never be safe for
any nation to neglect this work, if in the peculiar circum-
stances to which the commandment applies. For, as God
made the earth to be infabited, he will certainly hold that
nation, which he has specially called in his Providence to
carry out this divine ordinance, responsible for the neglect
of its proper duty, if it has been neglected, and will afflict
and punish it accordingly. For while Divine Providence
has peculiar benefits and advantages in reserve for nations,
as well as for individuals, who pursue the preseribed
course, whether in polities or in any thing else, it has
pains and penalties of an endless variety of forms, and of

¥ Genesis, 1, 28,
B3
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Condition-of-Ireland question, sufficiently declares what

. these pains and penalties are. They are, 1st. The extra-

ordinary redundance of the population, of all grades and
classes, as compared with the means of comfortable sub-
sistence and eligible employment for these grades and
classes respectively; 2nd. The unnatural and enormous
competition for employment and suhsistence to which this
state of things gives rise among what are called the respect-
able classes of society, of all ranks, occupations, and pro-
fessions; 8rd. The periodical stagnations of commerce,
arising from over-production and the want of outlets, and
the frequent ruin of merchants, manufacturers, and traders
of all kinds, to which this redundance and competition
necessarily lead; 4th. The frequently recurring periods
of want of employment for the industrious classes, and the
wide-spread destitution which it oecasions, together with the
normal condition of ahject poverty and misery into which
whole masses of the humbler classes are constantly sink-
ing; 5th, The fearful increase of pauperism in numerous
localities throughout the United Kingdom, in which such
a condition of society was quite unknown, within the
memory even of the present generation; and, 6th. The
frightful inerease of crime and of a eriminal population,
not to speak of the serious and successive shocks which
the moral principle of the nation generally must sustain
in this downward progress of society.

In the year 1831, during one of those periods of dis-
tress, arising from want of employment, among the working
classes, which are now of such frequent recurrence through-
outthe United Kingdom, I happened to be spending an hour
or, two with the late Rev. Dr. Chalmers, of Edinburgh;
and the conversation happening to turn upon the state of
the poor and the distress of the times, Dr. C. inveighed,
as I thought, somewhat severely against the improvidence
of the humbler classes, and especially their early and im-
prudent marriages; enlarging upon the necessity of apply-
ing the principle of moral restraint somewhat more effec-
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object of colonisation, or merely regarded as a necessary
inference or corollary from it, the mother couniry must
in either case make up her mind to the sacrifice and loss
of all the other objects for which colonisation is either
warrantable or desirable. And this is precisely what has
hitherto been done by every mother country in Europe,
our own not excepted. Like the foolish dog, in the fable,
when swimming across a rapid river with a lump of beef
in his mouth — in order to catch at the shadow, empire, we
drop the substance, beef; and we then find to our un-
speakable mortification, and perhaps disgrace, that both
are gone ! This has been the brief history of European
colonisation, without one solitary exception, ever since
the discovery of America. The final result may not in-
deed have been arrived at as yet, in certain instances, but
we are certainly hurrying rapidly towards it in all.*

Mr. Wakefield, who has a theory of his own on this
subject, which he puts forth, however, somewhat hesi-

* «1t is o most extraordinary feature in the character of the
British Government, that while the people of England itself are
under the mildest possible laws, and enjoy the largest amount of
liberty of any nation in the world, the colonies of England, which
are justly esteemed her pride and her strength, are subjected to a
dominion more assimilated to that of Russia and Turkey than any-
thing else. In the colonies, the genius of British liberty is no longer
to be found. Her mild sway is exchanged for the iron rod of the
despot, and those who were her children in her native land have
become the subjects and the slaves of petty tyrants. The truth of
this will be found in the history of every colony, and felt in the ex-
perience of every colonist; its effects have heen the premature sepa-
ration of the first American colonies, the recent rebellion and blood-
shed in Canada, the ruin of the present settlers of New Zealand, the
extrayagant expenditure of this Government, and the demand upon
England for money to support it.” — New Zealand in 1842 ; or the
Effects of @ Bad Government on a Good Country. In a Letter to the
Right Eon. Lord Stanley, Prineipal Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies. By 8. M. D, Martin, M.D., President of the New Zealand
Aboerigines’ Protection Association, and Iately a Magistrate of the
Colony. Auckland (New Zealand), 1842,
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Mr, Wakefield observes: —

« Regarding colonial _govemmt? O —
of colonisation, the question reiains is equally so.
ment of the colony by the mother country :.h :icountrj',
1s the subordination of the colon]i' to tht:i'lgon :{' e
as respects government, an essential conditio
tion? I should say not.” *

Another able writer, however,
ment, holding office under the presen
speaks somewhat more to the point than
on this important subject : — \ (i

« The contrivance of a subordinate govemmenta‘ o
serves that writer,  renders the government ,(,)f a distant
territory possible, but does not render it good.

And again:— g

« So g%eat are the disadvantages of dependencies, that
it is in general fortunate for a civilised country ‘to be
sufficiently powerful to have an independent gnvernment,
and to be ruled by natives.”

And again:— i

« The disadvantages in question arise principally from
the ignorance and indifference of the dominant cr,)’untry
about the position and interests of the depeudenc:,.r. ;

« The dominant country, in consequence of this igno-
rance, often abstains from interfering with the concerns
of the dependency when its interference would be expe-
dient s and when it does interfere with the concerns of the
dependency, its interference, as not being guided by the
requisite knowledge of these concerns, is frequently ill-
Judged ﬂ-lld‘:l_‘nisqhievous." T

* A View of the Art of Colonisation, §c., p. 17. London, 1849,

f This was written at sea, when it was not known that Lord Johu

Russell's government hud ceased to exist.

1 Essay on the Government of Dependencics, By George Cornewall

- Lewis, Esq,, M.P, London, 1841, pp. 253, 268, 203,

1d paint the shadot,

nt as an essential part

_ o member of parlia-

t Governmentt —
Mr. Wakefield
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Mr. Lewis, however, subjoins a very consolatory re-
flection for all colonists ; to whom he administers at the
same time what he doubtless considers very judicious ad-
vice : —

« If the inhabitants of dependencies were conscious
that many of the inconveniences of their lot are not im-
putable to the neglect, or ignorance, or selfishness of their
rulers, but are the necessary consequences of the form of
their government, they would be inclined to submit pa-
tiently to inevitable ills, which a vain resistance to the
authority of the dominant country cannot fail to aggra-
vate.” #

Mr. Lewis here admits that there are serious “ incon-
veniences ™" or “ills” in the lot of colonists, and that
these are the “necessary consequences of their form of
government,” or, in other words, of the attempt on the
part of the mother country to conjoin empire with colo-
nisation. But whether the ills are “inevitable ” is a mere
matter of opinion, on which certain colonists will pro-
bably take the liberty to differ from Mr. Lewis in due
time. In the meantime they are extremely obliged to him
for his honest opinion as to the utter incompatibility of
empire with the other and legitimate objects of colonisa-
tion.

“ The best customer which a nation ean have,” ob-
serves the same able and honest writer, in further illus-
tration of his views, “is a thriving and industrious com-
munity, whether it be dependent or independent. The
trade between England and the United States is probably
far more profitable to the mother country than it would

have been if they had remained in a state of dependence
upon her.” 4

And again : —
“If a state of dependence checks the progress of a
community in wealth and prosperity, the consecquent

* Lewis, Prefuce. 1 Ibid. p. 225.
B G
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had frequently undergone a material change before the
concerted preseription, good or bad, was applied.”*

To the same effect, the celebrated Edmund Burke well
observes, © The last cause of this disobedient spirit in the
colonies is hardly less powerful than the rest, as it is not
merely moral, but laid deep in the natural constitution of
things. Three thousand miles of ocean lie between you and
them. No contrivance can prevent the effect of this dis-
tance in weakening government. Seas roll, and months
pass, between the order and the execution ; and the want
of a speedy explanation of a single point is enough to
defeat a whole system. . . . . In large bodies the
circulation of power must be less vigorous at the ex-
tremities.” +

Now if even three thousand miles of ocean were suffi-
cient fo render the pursuit of empire incompatible with
the attainment of the other and legitimate objects of
colonisation, in the case of the original British Colonies
of America, how much more strongly must not the in-
crease of that distance to five times this amount, to half
the cireumference of the globe, render empire and the
pursuit of the other objects of eolonisation utterly incom-
patible? It is no answer to this argument to tell us that
Steam has reduced distances so greatly within the last
half century that no part of the world can now be con-
sidered remote ; for Steam can never give a man residing
in London so thorough a knowledge of the state of things,
in o remote a colony as New South Wales, as to qualify
him to legislate for it: and to pretend to such a qualifica-
tion, notwithstanding, is virtually laying claim to Om-
niscience —one of the incommunicable attributes of God.

* Grahame's History of the United States of America, &e., vol, iv.
p. 369, }
 Edmund Burke's Speech on Coneiliation with America, Works,
vol, iii, p. 56. [eh 4
3 i
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Tao this question I would g
answer — certainly not, as fa
Governmente are instituted for the :
ance of the temporal interests of their subjects : they have

nothing to do with the concerns of eternity. A Govex:n—
ment is neither a Christian church nor a missionary 1n-
stitution, and can therefore have no right to usurp the
proper province of either, All that a Government has
to do with the Christian religion is to let it alone — to
give it free scope — and to protect its professors, of all
denominations, in the enjoyment of their rights and privi-
leges as citizens or subjects. As Professor Heeren well
observes, ©the propagation of Christianity formed a con-
venient pretext,” with European Powers generally, in
seeking to gratify their lust of empire through colonisa-
tion; but in no instance whatever was it ever more than
a mere pretext.

But the case is totally different, as regards individuals,
associating for the promotion of colonisation ; although,
with such associations, the propagation of Christianity has

British Colonisation in America informs us that letters
patent were issued by King James L, in the year 1606, to
Sir Thomas Yates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hakluyt,
and their associates, granting to them those territories in
America lying on the sea coast between the 34th and 45th
degrees of North latitude. The design of the patentecs
was declared to be “to make habitation and plantation.
and to deduce a colony of sundry of our people into that
part of America commonly called Virginia;”
main recommendation of the design, it was announced
that “so noble a work may, by the prudence of Almighty

often been a mere pretext also. The able historian of

and as the

vo!'. L p.34. London, 1836,
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God, herealter tend to the glory of his Divine Majesty,
in propagating of Christian religion to such people as yet
lie in darkness and miserable ignorance of the true know-
ledge and worship of God, and may in time bring the
infidels and savages living in those parts to human civility,
and to a settled and quiet government.”*

How the said “Sir Thomas Yates, Sir George Somers,
Richard Hakluyt, and their associates,” aequitted them-
selves of the duties they had thus voluntarily undertaken
“in propagating of Christian religion,” and in bringing “the
infidels and savages to human eivility, and to a settled and
(uiet government,” it is scarcely necessary to inquire. It
was simply one of those “good intentions” with which,
we are told in the Spanish proverb, * hell is paved.” DBut
history informs us of an association of families and indi-
viduals of a somewhat different deseription, which was
formed in England for the purpose of colonisation very
shortly thereafter, and of which one of the main ohjects
was the propagation of the Christian religion, in one of
its purest forms, on the continent of America. In a Pro-
spev:tus which was issued by the projectors of the original
Pul.‘ltﬂll emigration to New England in the year 1620,
entitled “General Considerations for the Plantation of
Ne“lr England," the design was recommended to all
Ch‘l"l,si‘t]t::: !J:D}?:le on the grounds,—

i} it will be a service unt(? the Church of great

sequence, to carry the Gospel into those parts of the
world, and raise a bulwark against the kingdo: £

christ, which th i o b i

e Jesuits labour to rear up in all parts of

the world,” <« For what," they add, «can b & J

more noble k. : ¢ 8 betien g

il andwur s and more worthy of a Christian, than

infancy, and Sllllglilt‘:to:rfgormﬂd l particul GRS fidn

faithful people, as i timel;c;sg;:th such a company of

nd prosper; but for want of it may b ey < E

h“ﬂrd, if not be wholly ruined?'-”f Ay o put to great

i wg 1
" Grahame’s History of the United States of North America g
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Now there has certainly neve | L
before the Christian world, since the dalj;s (‘Jf]'ttel;‘;tspuf i
of more transcendent importance tokt‘ (31 e
Christian religion, as well as of man md t%;erc |
the one declared in this Pm?g;,u:a;':ed, | e
abject more remarsa ; i
?:ii:;l?; aan their results sink into perfec;. “h{]'%;?:iim;:,i;(_’
when compared with the magniﬁ‘ce‘nh Tesu ls' ot. 3
paratively humble project of Chlnstlan colonisatio {- -

The Puritan emigration comsisted altogether ot about
and extended over a period of
from the year 1620 to the year
therefore, prqfessed{y, to
and prevalence of

twenty thousand persons,
about twenty years, viz.
1640. These people emigrated,

is lwark against the progress
rRa:rZazi:J; in No;g-th America; and what has been tl]c-
result of their emigration in this pa.!‘ti(‘.l.lla‘['? Why, in
the year 1840, when I visited the United States, -tllc
ariginal Puritan emigrants had increased and multiplied,
in the six New England States, to a nation, perhaps the
most thoroughly Protestant in the world, of 2,‘229,8_?9
souls. But this was a mere nothing, in comparson with
what they had effected for the Protestantism of the coun-
try generally, in the way of colonisation ; for as their
country is but of limited extent, and naturally poor, they
had been obliged to emigrate from time to time, and had

thus been the great emigrating and colonising people of

America ever sinee the War of Independence ; spreading
themselves over the Middle and Western States, but
especially the latter, in numbers, compared with which the
largest emigration from any European country has been
quite insignificant. For even at the commencement of the
present century, when the whole emigration from Europ:
to the United States was a mere trifle in amount, the emi-
gration to the Western States from New England alone,
notwithstanding the comparatively small population which
it must have had at that period, amounted to three hundred
thousand persons in one year! And these emigrants —
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these Protestant missionaries, — have everywhere carried

out with them, to their remotest settlement in the Far West,

the grand idea of the original Puritan emigration ; eonsti-
tuting themselves the bulwark against the kingdom of

Antichrist ” wherever they go.

Certain second-rate writers on America, who have views
of their own to establish as to the importance of a religious
establishment for any country, and who look only at the
Romish emigration from Ireland and the Continent of
Europe to the United States, are fond of predicting that
that country, and in particular the valley of the Mississippi,
will speedily become a Roman Catholie country. But the
whole Euraopean emigration to the United States is even
yet quite insignificant, compared with the internal and
thoroughly Protestant emigration from the Eastern to the
Western States. In the year 1840, the population of the
United States amounted to 17,100,572; and during the
previous year Dr. Kenrick, the Roman Catholie bishop of
Philadelphia, who was not likely to under-estimate his own
communion, estimated its numbers at somewhat less than
a million — smillionem fere pertingimus. Of that number
I ascertained that one half were located in the Eastern
States, and the other half in the valley of the Mississippi ;
but as the population of that valley was then five millions,
the proportion of Roman Catholics could not be more
than one in ten. Happening to meet at Philadelphia with
an intelligent clergyman from the State of Missouri, of
which the capital, St. Louis, had once been a French
settlement, I asked him what was the estimated proportion
of Roman Catholics in that State; and was told one in fen.
T]llis'then was the general proportion in the valley of the

Mississippi at that period; and I do not think it is likely
to have altered much since. .

It is evident, therefore, that Christian colonisation s,
B o e e e o
subject togthe seriou:g "BT_,‘{ Ea-l'flesﬂy B aeid che

et consideration of all Protestant com-

munions in the United Kingdom,

In ad vocating and
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establishing g e
doing well ; but in neglecting il e
Chriftianising the world, they are (,:orm'ﬂltt;_ﬂgl * Trl[tci{li, :;L
suicide — they are betraying the citadel o tlfB].l 8 n.. gt ..
into the hands of the enemy.* Had the columsln_g pu'\\;-l
\f Great Britain been only turned to agcount, as it might
and as it ought to have been, fm'.the welfare
¢ Protestant Reformation, what a
ht not now have been

have been,
of the nation, since th :
vast extent of the earth’s surface mig
covered with Protestant Christianity ! _ !

Even the ancient Heathen considered the eXt-Cl'J?lOﬂ of
their own peculiar form of idolatry a 'Wortl?y object of
colonisation, and one for which hardships might well be

endured. Virgil speaks of his hero in the following lan-

guage: —
«___ Multum ille et terris jactatus et alto,
Multa quogue et bello passus, dum conderet urbem,
Inferretque Deos Latio.” — Aneid.
And he represents him elsewhere as saying of Italy,
« 8acra Deosque dabo.”

And again,
« Sum pins ZEneas, raptos qui ex hoste Penates
Classe veho mecum, fama super @thera notus,
Italiam quero patriam.” — Jbid. |

Once more,
“ Litora quum patrize lacrimans portusque relinguo
Et campos, ubi Troja fuit. Feror exul in altum
Cum soeiis, natoque, Penatibus et magnis Dis."

Heathen as he was, Virgil had a much higher idea of

the proper objects of colonisation than the British peoplc
have hitherto had. Who is there that ever thinks of it
with us, as a means of extending the Christian religion

* The first Article in the Charter of the French Company, formed
under Cardinal Richelieu, for the colonisation of the West Indic-
and America, in the year 1635, bound the Company D'y fuire passe
quatre mille Frangois Cutholiques, pendant Uespace de wingt annies
To convey to these regions 4000 French Catholies, during the first
twenty years, — Droit Public, ox Gouvernement des Coloniics run
¢oises.  Paris, 1771,
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SporTon V. — DISTINCTION BETWEEN COLONISATION, TROPERLY €0
CALLED, AND THE MODES oF SETTLEMENT IN OTHER DErEN-
DENCIES § WITH THE NATURAL AND NECESSARY ResuLTs or
THAT DISTINCTION.

The families and individuals of the British nation who
go to any of the long list of British possessions, planta-
tions, or dependencies which I have enumerated above,
but which are not British colonies properly so called, uni-
formly go thither for a temporary sedes or settlement only,
to remain there, either longer or shorter, for the accom-
plishment of their particular object, and then fo return to
their native land. They never think of making the place
of their temporary and perhaps reluctant sojourning their
country ; they never regard it as their home. There is
no transference of affection from Britain to the depen-
dency ; and this isthe uniform burden of their song, Dulce,
dulee domum, * There is no place like home | ” — meaning
England, Scotland, or Ireland. There are individual ex-
ceptions, doubtless; but this is the general rule. There
are oceasional incursions also of really British colonists
into the territory of what was once a French or Dutch
colony, as in Lower Canada and the Cape of Good Hope ;
but these are rare cases, and the line of demarcation be-
tween the colonists of the old and those of the new 7¢-
gime is as strongly marked as if it had been staked off
with a line of palisades.*

But the really British colonist goes to a really British

* “To proceed to a new country in a number sufficiently large to
form a ﬂufl‘OY.l or community within itself greatly relieves and mode-
rates the evils of emigration; but to abandon our eountry for an-
other where the people have nothing in common with us but th
bond of the same humanity, is to renounce o a
our race— two things which are not given to man that he may cast the
off ‘wﬁeﬁcuer it pleases lis funtasy.”— Count Strzelecii's Py s;'r"a! Ij ”
seription of New South Wales and Van Dieman's Land, &'j p: 38 lc-
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ached to his nat'n'r_.‘ country as
He may reeh”:::rer and as loth to leave it; and the
the S ah:eis he v:rill only cherish these generous and
an r8AV 1 1
‘uetti!' I;:ae]ingﬂ t;m BRI He may say, with all
manly ;
the d}eep-toned emotion of the poet,

« Nos patrios ﬁues‘, @
. Nos patriam fugimus
i i lainly as God

ivi idence has said to him, as p ) _
b“.t Dwx:l f;::: Get thee ouf of thy country, and from
. h;tdredr avxd}'fom tfiyfather’s house, unto a land that
?Zz:t;l ﬂ,m}; theet; and he has made up his mind to the

In such circnmstances, it is not merely sedes — a

settlement—-which he seeks, l)ut. a lm‘mw and
a country, sedes pafriamgue. And as he bmlcl;.!uT hous
in the wilderness, and clears and cultivates the virgin .\w‘-:l ;
or as his sheep and cattle graze peacefully 1\1‘011nll1 ‘ him
while his children grow up, perhaps with only t?u’: faintest
recollections of their native land, the colonist .{m-i?; that a
new object is gradually filling up the vacuwn n h‘;s 80 |‘\ ;
and without being conscious of any estrangement from the
land of his birth, he finds that his affections are gr-mI ually
and insensibly transferred to the land of his adoption. In
short, the colonist is Jike a free transplanted from its
native soil —it is some time before the shock of trans-
plantation, the tearing up of the tender roots, can be got
over; but, by aud bye, these wounds are healed ; the tre
gets used to the soil; it sfrikes out fresh roots in cvery

¢ duleia linquimus arva ;
i

issue.
temporary

direction, and it probably reaches a far loftier height, -
libits a far more luzuriant growth, and spreads around it
a far deeper  eontinuity of shade,” than it would cvo!

have done in its native soil, :
In one word, whether the colonist has had great diib

* Vigh t Genesis, xil. 1.
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culties to overcome in effecting his seftlement in the
colonial wilderness, or has experienccd a speedy and un-
expectedly abundant return for his labours, a strong
attachment to his adopted country arises insensibly in his
mind; and, as time wears on, and the new interests with
which he has become identified are multiplied and
strengthened, this feeling gradually ripens into a spirit
of what may perhaps he designated colonial nationality.
His native land gradually fades from his view, and his
interest in its peculiar objects becomes fainter and fainter.
The particular colony, or group of colonies, to which he
belongs, engrosses all his affections, and the idea of the
welfare and advancement of his adopted country, like a
new passion, takes possession of his soul.

The spirit of colonial nationality, which necessarily
arises in the cireumstances I have deseribed, is no acci-
dental feeling; it is ungquestionably of Divine implanta-
tion, and designed, not for evil, but for good. The
institution of a family is confessedly a Divine institution,
franght with benefits of inestimable value to mankind ;
and all the attempts of Robert Owenism, Fourierism, Com-
munism and Socialisin, to set it aside and substitute some-
thing better for it, are therefore vain and futile. So also
is the institution of @ nation, or group of many families of
kindred origin inhabiting the same country, and separated
from the rest of mankind by lofty mountains or vast tracts
of ocean, Such a group of families will infallibly have
feelings, and interests, and ohjects centred in their own
country or territory, and differing, in that particular, from
those of every other portion of the human race. In one
:'ml:l}:J a ]j{l::t;shhcolclmyl, pl‘oplerl:y 50 Falled, and especially
Rty B et g
due development, P“ Coolom' m-.],[ verge, enaugh for ita
William Penn “.are th coin o i

3 » e seeds of nations, begun and
nourished by the care of wise and T an
§ populou

§ countries,




2 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENGI KO
2

onceiving them Daat for the inereaso of human stock,
o
benefieinl for eomglﬁﬂﬁ"‘

Mﬂ.ﬂ;ﬂ’ lﬂf'l"WﬂlN A Corany aND A Ciiwn, 4
—I:nnmn WIHOM TIHAT ANALOUY,

Ag every human Deing who M.ll.lill.‘i nmrmu:ylr.r &
yust pays through the Phree suceossive states of infin
of youth, and of manhood, so must every ""'|H'l_'.': and o
the infant must be nourished n’nd chevished, and ||‘,
youth gnided and govemad by his parents, "o must 1l
colony.  But there is  time when the ),'m‘llh in 1o longe:
to be under tutors and governors. He attaing his mijorit
at o certain plﬂOd fixed by]nw, and he is thenceforth L
own master § being expeated; of courue, to support hinll
s well aw to guide and govern himeelf, thenceforward
Now I maintain that there is, in like manner, a time o
evory colony, and especially for every group of colonic

Snomon VI

to attain their mljority, #o Lo #ptmk, and to guide and

ern themselves theneeforward.

The time fixed by the law of the land for a youy
man's reaching his majority is the completion of th
twenty-first year of his age; for if an unrcusonnble «
tyrannical parent should refise to give his son i centh
freedom, or to allow him to manage his own affaiveg ot
he mm"“mmm Taw will at once interfere, o
the appeal of the son, and set him free. Tt will ot Iy
received an & valid argument, on the part of the faho

Hlege thay w not consider his son f‘.:ipnl»lr ol

. um‘h ann take no cognisance ol

golonies, whose object in the o
jor Heeren, of Gottingen, obwerv

- iﬂ}thm. Become landed propricton

in process of time become o il

o the Histary of the Political Syt

H lﬁﬁu-huu'r(-u,l’rnﬁ-n-w of 1

oh, p. 24, London, 1640,

TG GOLDEN LANDH OF AUSTRALIA, an

won haw veached the nge ot which ha ls legally entitled 10
entive freedom from all further purental control, and u
which therefore the pfm'!rt]mlﬂlhm eonnen and determines
and it deeides nocordingly.

But an there s no positive low, elther human or divine,
to fix tha time when w colony, or group of colonies, shall
b held to have attained their |r|ujt|1'i.1y, andl Lo be permittod
to manoge thele own affwivs, and 1o guida and govern
themselves, it may be alloged, with some shadow of
veason, that the analogy fails at this point,  Does it do o,
however 7 By no means,  For the venson asigned for the
decision which the law pronounces, in setting the son
who has attained his majority entively froe from the con-
trol of his unrensonable and tyeannical parent, is that he
in both able and willing to manage his own aflnivs, and to
guide and govern, as well as to maiotain, himself.  Now,
as thin reason is equally applicable to both coses, T mnine
tain, without feur of contradiction, that a colony, or group
of colonies, attaing its poliveal majovity, und s theneolorth
entitled to entive freedom and independence, whenover ft
in both able and willing to manage its own affaivs, and to
guide and govern itself, without cither assistance or [ros
tection from the parent state.  This is the law of TTRITYEN
oty in other words, the ordinance of Giod g and the parent
utate, which in such civeumstances velusen 1o grant entive
frecdom and independence to any colony or group of
colonies, is resisting the divine ordinanee, and is acting
il:n:;::mn:.hly and tyranuically, The authority it sasumen
* usurpation, and the exercise of that anthority is downs
right tyranny,
v:luilrrl:‘“(.::r!.:ll"ﬂmfrr:n.uilﬂally ’;" Y Rquiting o young man to
Binios 1i» il lln r:l;:' ]nll parental eontrol when he
i ¥i an he chooses to remaln in his

LAIRREy and assist him in hiy Business, that s his

own affuir, and s supposed to he a
arrangement betw SR of Private
cen his father and himself, with whiel,

"o law ean interfere,  Bug ig jy natural for u young man
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be referred the case of the voluntary emigration of people
to colonies; for in this way too A NEW AND INDEPEND-
ENT NATION IS BORN.]® )

The parent state therefore is not the .}ud‘ge as tc? w.heth-cr
the particular colony or group of colonies, claiming its
freedom and independence is fit for, or ought to be en-
trusted with such a possession. This is a matter for the
colony, or group of colonies, to determine for itself. The
parent state has as little to say in it as the individual
parent in the case of his son.

SecT10N VIL—THE AvusTRALIAN COLONIES HAVE ATTAINED THEIR
POLITICAL MAJORITY, AND ARE CONSEQUENTLY ENTITLED TO
THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE.

If, therefore, it is true and cannot be gainsaid, that the
desire of freedom and independence is natural to all
“ agricultural colonies,” that is, to all such communities
as British colonies, properly so called ; if this desire is the
natural and necessary result of their peculiar circumstances
and situation, from the fact that “a nation becomes formed
within them ;" if it is divinely implanted, moreover, and
therefore designed for good and not for evil — for the
welfare and advancement of the human family, and not
for its injury or depression; and if such eolonies are
entitled to their entire freedom and independence when-
ever they have attained their political majority, or are

* Administration of the Colonies,

Governor of Massachusetts, P G5,
well-

by Thomas Pownall, formerly
London, 1768.— Pownall was a
meaning man who did his best, as a Member of Parliament in
England, to reconcile hoth parties, during the American troubles ;
but of course without effect, He advocated, what he ealled, in his
own clumsy style, * A grand marine dominion, consisting of our
!)ossessious in the Atlantic, and in America, united into one empire,
B one centre, where the seat of Government is."  The thing was
mmpracticable : it was contrary to the lnw of nature and the ordi-

nance of God, us stated by Grotius in the very passage he cites,
c
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a society — “a society sufficient in itself'_m”all things
conducible to well-being and commodious life.

The group of Australian colonies for which T would

claim entire freedom and national independence, as a
matter of right as well as of policy, are those in the
eastern section of the Australian continent, including the
island of Van Dieman’s Land. For as the eastern and
western portions of the Great South Land are separated
from each other by a great central desert, like those of
Africa and Arabia, of at least a thousand miles in extent,
it must be evident, that the eastern and western divisions
of that land must each be under a separate régime. Be-
sides, the colony of Western Australia, or Swan River,
has recently been transformed, with the consent of its
own inhabitants, into a penal settlement, a condition
which all the eastern colonies strongly repudiate ; and it
is more than probable that the imperial government will
form a series of such settlements along the west and
northwest coasts. There is, therefore, as complete a
separation of the eastern and western divisions of the
continent as if a wide ocean had rolled between them.
The eastern colonies are, according to their seniority, as
follows; viz.

1. New South Wales, with a coast-line of about five
hundred miles on the Western Pacific Ocean, from Cape
Howe, the south-eastern extremity of the land, to the
thirtieth parallel of south latitude; eomprising an area of
three hundred thousand square miles, or an extent of
country equal to all Great Britain and France together,
A very large proportion of this land is doubtless hopelessly
f;terlie i but there is still a vast extent of its surface eqm:l
In quality to any land in the world, and its mining re-
Siiuroes, fn_'om gold to coal, are inexhaustible, From the
height of its m?untuins, and the extent of its table land, it
has a great variety of climate, and a corresponding range
of pmductiolns. Its present population is 189,951, g

2. Van Dieman’s Land, a beautiful island nearly equai
o4
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with the exception of coal, which is abundant and easily
procurable, are as yet unknown, although gold‘ has been
recently discovered on one of its navigable rivers. Its
climate, although rather hot in summer, is one of the
finest on the face of the earth. The present population
of this proviuce, which is still a part of New South Wales,
is 10,896. The inhabitants are at present petitioning for
their separation from the older colony, which the Home
Government is, in such an event, pledged by Act of Par-
liament to grant.

The population of these five provinces (excluding that
of Cooksland, which is included in the census of New
South Wales), is therefore 401,126 ; and in all likelihood
it will be considerably upwards of half a million before
the close of this present year —that is, a population
greater in all probability than that of Her Majesty's an-
cient kingdom of Secotland, when king Robert the Bruce
gained the battle of Bannockburn, and delivered his
country from the intolerable yoke of England. Surely
then a community of such extent, especially when sepa-
rated by half the circumference of the globe from the
dominant country that professes to have both a right and
ability to govern it, must form “a society sufficient in all
things conducible to well-being and commodious life.”

As I consider the waste lands of the Australian conti-
nent the property — not of the actual colonists, as certain
influential members of the Legislative Council of New
South Wales uniformly represent them *, but of the

* The following is one of the items of a solemn protest of the
late Legislative Council of New South Wales, including the district

of Port Phillip, addressed in the form of petitions to Her Majesty
and both Houses of Parliament, in the year 1851,

“*That the revenue arising from the public lands, derived as it is,
mainly, from the value imparted to them by the labour and capital
of the people of this colony, is as muehthsfﬁgrimarty as the or-
dinary revenue, and ought, therefore, to be subject to the like con-
frol and appropriation.” i P

I deny the principle, and I took special care, as a member of (be

c38
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the celebrated German traveller, who first traversed and
made known to the world this valuable tract of eountry,
and whose bones, it is greatly to be feared, are now
blanching on the waste in the midst of the Great Central
Desert of Australia). The coast-line of this province
would extend about four hundred and fifty miles along the
Western Pacific, from the Tropic of Capricorn to about
171° sonth latitude, or the latitude of the head of the
Gulf of Carpentaria. It is somewhat remarkable that on
this parallel of latitude, a tract of broken country forms
the divisio aguarum, or water-shed, separating the south-
eastern waters flowing into the Pacific Ocean from the
north-western flowing into the Gulf. The provinee would
stretch to the westward as far as the south-western angle
of the Gulf, so as to afford the inhabitants a port on the
Gulf, besides whatever ports it may have on the Pacific.
The area of this province would be about three hundred
thousand square miles ; and from all that is known of it,
it contains a vast extent of the richest land for all the
different branches of tropical cultivation.

7. Flindersland (in honour of the late Matthew Flin-
ders, Isq., captain in the Royal Navy, whose maritime
discoveries, and whose personal sufferings on the coasts
of Australia and elsewhere are generally known). This
provinee would consist of the entire peninsula of Cape
York, which forms an isosceles triangle, with its base line
to the south, and its opposite sides fronting the Western
Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of Carpentaria. It would
thus have a coast-line of from eight to nine hundred miles,
while its avea would be equal to that of the island of Great
Britain or the province of Port Phillip. There is little

known of it as yet, with the exception of the highly fa-

vourable report of Dr. Leichhardt, in regard to the cou

\ rd to the country
abuiting upon the head of the Gulf; m?ﬁmdyﬁ
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they would coalesce into one Great Dominion without
some strong pressure from without.

Secrion VIIL — THE SorT 0F GOVERNMENT PROPOSED FOR THESE
PROVINCES — BOTH PROVINCIAL AND NATIONAL.

Supposing, then, that an Act of Parliament should be
passed, constituting a Senate and House of Representatives
on a popular basis, for cach of the existing Australian pro-
vinces, with a proviso for the estension of a similar con-
stitution to such other provinces as might thereafter be
formed, I would propose that a Senate and House of Re-
presentatives should be constituted also for the General
Government or National Legislature. In the House of
Representatives I would have the popular element through-
out the national union represented ; each province having
a number of representatives, to be elected by the peaple,
proportioned to its entire population: but in the Senate,
or Upper House, I would have the provinces represented
equally, without reference to population ; and the choice
of these Senators I would entrust to the respective pro-
vincial Senates and Iouses of Representatives, — these
bodies to meet together in the same house for that special
purpose, as is customary in certain cases in the Norwegian
Storthing.®

Thus, supposing the Province of New South Wales had
a provincial Senate of fifteen, and a House of Representa-
tives of forty-five members; and supposing the number
of senators allotted to each province for the national legis-
lature should be three; the fifteen provineial senators of
New South Wales would meet with the forty-five members
of the House of Representatives, and elect, either by ballot
or otherwise, three senators for the National Legislature.
And supposing that each fifteen thousand of the entire
population should be entitled to return a émber for the

* Laing's Travels in Norway.
c5 il
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SporioN 1X. — A CoMPROMISE PROFOSED AND CONSIDERED — PAR-
LIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION FOR THE COLONIES.

Ameong the various expedients that were Pr'lJFosed_bY
ingenions speculators, and rejected by both parties, during
the American troubles, previous to the War of Indepen-
dence, was that of Parliamentary Representation for the
colonies. It has been suggested, also, in more recent
times, in the Housé of Commons; and fhere have occa-
sionally been colonists of talent and standing who have
expressed themselves favourably in regard to it. The
person who first suggested the idea appears to have been
Oldmixon, an American annalist of the era of Queen Anne
or George I. It was afterwards put forward with appro-
bation by the celebrated Dr. Adam Smith, and advocated
for a time, but afterwards rejected and strongly opposed,
by Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Franklin was too keen an
ohserver of passing events, when sojourning in Londen
as a delegate from the colony of Pennsylvania, not to per-
ceive how utterly valueless for his constituents a seat in
the House of Commons would be for the Representative
of a colony. Only think how the Honourable Member for
Botany Bay would be sneered at on the floor of the House,
and what small effect anything he could say would be
likely to have on the affairs of the nation! Besides, what
possibie interest can the people of New South Wales or
South Australia have in one even out of every hundred of
the questions that are bronght before Parliament? It
would decidedly be unconstitutional, and therefore wrong,
for the people of England to allow a mere colonial mem-
ber to vote on any question of British taxation or of in-
ternal administration ; and would it be acecordant with the
sclf-respect which the colonists owe themselves to allow
their members to sit silent in the Bmﬂsﬁ,ﬂwge of Com-
mons? We ean learn from the publ .iﬂﬁ'ﬂywithout the
circuitous and expensive course of having a Parliamentary

c6 y
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session of Assemblies here is wisely substituted instead of
a representation in Parliament, which, all things con-
sidered, would a# this remote distance be extremely incon-
venient and dangerous.”*
At a considerably later period than the one referred to
by this historian, viz. in the year 1765, * there assembled
in the town of New York a convention composed of twenty-
eight delegates from the assemblies of nine of the colonies;
one of their resolutions was as follows : viz. ** That while
all the British subjects are entitled to the privilege of being
taxed only by their own representatives, the remote situa-
tion of the colonies rendered it impracticable that they should
be represented exeept in their own subordinate legisla-
tures,”

The Assembly of Massachusetts, during the same year,
resolved ¢ That the citizens of Massachusetts never had
been, and never could be, adequately represented in the
British Parliament.”§

To the same effect Dr, Benjamin Franklin « declared
his conviction, that the legislatures of Britain and America
were and ought to be distinet from each other, and that
the relation between the two countries was Precisely ana-
logous to that which had subsisted between England and
Scotland previous to their Union.” §

Seerion X. — AnoTHER CoMPROMISE PROPOSED AND CONSIDERED
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English Colony of Rhode Island and Providence. The
supreme or legislative power was invested in an assembly
consisting of the Governor, Assistants, and Representatives
elected from their own number by the freemen. This
assembly was empowered to enact ordinances and forms
of government and magistracy, with as much conformity
to the laws of England as the state of the country and
condition of the people would admit; to ereet courts of
Justice; to regulate the manner of appointment to places
of trust; to infliet all lawful punishments ; and to exercise
the prerogative of pardon. A governor, deputy-governor,
and ten assistants were appointed to be annually ehosen
by the assembly; and the first board of these officers,
nominated by the Charter, on the suggestion of the pro-
vincial agent, were authorised to commence the work of
carrying its provisions into execution.”*

A charter equally liberal was granted during the same
year to the Colony of Connecticut, by the same manarch
—Charles the Second !

Again, in the year 1775, the assembly of New York
declared, in a petition to Parliament for the redress of
grievances, ““ that exemption from internal taxation, and
the exzelusive power of providing for their own eivil
sovernment and the administration of justice in the
co}uny. are esteemed by them their undoubted and in-
alienable rights.” 4

And again, ¢ The birthri

ght of every British subjeet is,
to have a property of his !

: own, in his estate, person, and
reputation; subject only to laws enacted by his own
concurrence, either in person or by his representatives ;
and which birthright accompanies him wheresoever ll;
wn.nf:lers or rests, so long as he is within the pale of th
British dominions, and is true to his allegiance,’*j; X

* Grahame's Hist, { . p. 31

e f:';ég -r.ke United Staes, v.ol. b ?.sll‘ﬁi

{ Dr. Benjamin Franklin's Histor,

Pennsylvania, Grahame, vol, iy, cal Review of the Constitution of

p. 440,
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One extract more and 1 have .dmfe"  Massachusetts
and New Hampshire—the ooe ERjoyIng & chartered, the
hartered jurisdiction —were Lhc_ only two
Othel: bt England in which the superior officers
provinces of New Eng inted by the Crown, and fron,
of government were appo! e B
the tribunals of which an BRI Tilkcr to the Ring
in Council. In Connecticut and Rhode Island, all th
H:ﬁ of government (excepting the members of the
OCozflr;BDf Ad?niralty), were elected by the 'ill.llfl])-l[:l1lt:<; and
so resolutely was this highly-va.lued privilege defended
that when King William appointed Fletch_or, the governox
of New York, to command the Connectieut militia, the
province refused to acknowledge his authovity. The laws
of these States were not subject to the negative, nor the
judgments of their tribunals to the revicw_nl' the king,
So perfectly demoeratic were the constitutions of Con-
necticut and Rhode Tsland, that in neither of them was
the governor suffered to exercise a megative on the reso-
lutions of the assembly. The spirit of liberty was nof
repressed in Massachusetts by the encroachments of royal
prerogative on the aneient privileges of the people, but
was vigorously exerted through the remaining and im-
portant organ of the provincial assembly. All the pa-
tronage that was vested in the Royal Governor was nevel
alle to create more than a very inconsiderable royalist
party in this State. The functionaries whom he, or whon
the Crown appointed, depended on the popular ass mbly
for the emoluments of their offices; and althongh I
Tost steenuous efforts and the most formidable threals
were employed by the British ministers to free the Go-
vernor himself from the same dependence, they wer
never able to prevail with the Assembly to annex & fixel
salary to hig office. The people and the popular authoritics
“fM“‘M Wwere always ready to set an example ©0
the other colonies of a determined resistance to the en-
croachments of Royal prerogative.”*

* Grahame's Hist, of the United States, vol. i. p. 421

R e
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These American colonists would scarcely have thanked
Mr. Wakefield for what he designates municipal indep.en«
dence, bighly as he esteems it. They looked for something
of a much more liberal character, and on a much firmer
hasis than that gentleman would seem disposed to allow.
For in order to enable the Imperial Government and Par-
liament to correct any false step which might be made in
the way of granting even Municipal Constitutions for the
colonies, by giving the colonists too much, Mr. W. pro-
poses that the Charters granting these constitutions should
be revokable by the Parliament at pleasure !

«n order to retain for the Imperial Power the most
complete general control over the colony, the colonial
constitution, instead of being granted immutably and in
perpetuity, as our old municipal charters were, should, in
the Charter itself, be declared liable to revoeation or alter-
ation by the Crown, upon address from both Houses of
Parliament.” *

And does Mr. Wakefield really suppose that the Aus-
tralian colonists—half a million of people at the ends of
the earth—would be abject and spiritless enough to ac-
cept such a constitution as this? I thought he had known
us better. In one word, there is only one way in which
the question can be settled definitively, and at the same
time satisfactorily for all parties, that is, the way preseribed
by the law of nature and the ordinance of God.

SecTIoN XI,— NATIONALITY A REAL AND NOT AN IMAGINARY
Goon.

If the desire of freedom and independence is natural to
colonists, as I have shown it is—if it is the necessary
result of the circumstances in which they are placed, in-
asmuch as “a nation is formed within t.ham;ﬁ';-'-it n’mst

* View of the Art of Colonisation ns'e B W i
% Ed: ; E
field, Esq., p. 308, London, 1849, ! M “??Q.@_i‘)bon Wake
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pecessarily be implanted in their breasts by the Al
and Beneficent Creators and it is doubtless so implayy,,
that it may be gratiﬁed. The feeling of nationality is p,,
emanation from the nether regions: it comes down ¢ o,
from heaven. It is the gift of God for the welfare 4
advancement of his creature man, and bears 1o resey,.
Dlance to the works of the Devil.

So far indeed from the feeling of nationality heing
mere matter of the imagination, it constitutes a bond of
brotherhood of the most influential and salutary character,
and forms one of the most powerful principles of virtuoys
action.  Like the main-spring of a watch, it sets i},
whole machinery in motion. Like the heart, it causes (],
pulse of life to beat in the farthest extremities of the sys.
tem, It is the very soul of society which animates an
exalts the whole brotherhood of associated men.

And must the young Australian be debarred from th
exercise of that generous and manly feeling, of whicl
every rightly constituted mind is conscious, when he ex-
claims, with deep emotion,

This is my own, my native land !

And must it be held a crime for the Australian colonist
who has gone forth in the vigour of manhood to that f:
land, to labour earnestly for the freedom and independence
of his adopted country, and to identify himself, in reality,
as well as in imagination, with the coming glories of tha!
great nation of the future, of which he forms a part?

In one word, nationality, or their entire freedom an
independence, is absolutely necessary for the social wel-
fgrexnd political advancement of the Australian colonies.
Giw’“‘. Mis, and you g'tve us everything to enable us !
become a great and glorious people.  Withhold zis, an
Jul giﬁj‘.--"h" nothing.  “Is not dependence, however
Sligh6*0bseves that truly eminent man, Siv Jaws

BW"‘W*M&M& of Sarwak, when contemplating 1

abjaet mnﬂﬂ,hj}'gf the Ma!ayan race in the Indian Arch

i iim— = -2 o g
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pelago, under the depressing influence of Duteh domina-
tion for three long centuries—Is not dependence, how-
ever slight, a bar [to national advance{nent rl .I should
answer, Yes. National independence is essential to the

first dawn of political institutions.”*

Section XII. — AN OBJECTION URGED AND CONSTDERED — GREAT
BRITAIN PLANTED TOE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES, AND HAS THERE-
ForE A RIGHT TO RULE THEM.

This was the notable argument of the celebrated Dr.
Johnson, when working as a literary day-labourer for his
Government pension, during the disereditable and disas-
trous struggle with the American Colonies. Forgetting
that these colonies had, with the single exception of
Georgia, been planted without assistance of any kind from
the parent state; and perhaps wilfully forgetting also,
that some of the most prominent among them had origi-
nated in the fierce intolerance and unnatural and atro-
cious persecution of the Government of the day, the
courtly pensioner put forth the natable argument, in
defence of the British taxation of America, that, “as Great
Britain had nourished the calf, she had a right to milk
the cow.” But, to use another of the homely similes of
the distinguished moralist, Great Britain soon found to
her cost that it was the bull she was attempting to milk
all the while;” for he soon kicked her over, pails and
all; a mishap which cost her, at least, a hundred and
fifty millions sterling, besides broken bones and loss of
character.t

* Narrative of Events in Bornco and Celeb . 6
Pibing o, ebes, §c., vol. 1. p. 67.
t At the commencement of the War of Ind
. ependence in America
the national debt of Great Britain amounted to 128,500,000L On
the 5th of January, 1786, when the arrears qfﬂ;g War of Inde-
Pendence had all been paid, it amounted to isyqn,uuul., notwith-
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|

But it must be borne in mind that Great By,
planted the Colonies of New South Wales and Van 1y,
man’s Land, which eventually proved the secdplot for
the rest, for her own purposes exelusively, — for her gy,
convenience, — and probably without even the sliclites
intention of permanently benefiting these colonies ip g,
way.

« From the foundation of the penal colonies,” ohscryes

Sir William Molesworth, in his speech on Transportatiy,
in the House of Commons, delivered on the 5th My,
1840, “to the year 1836, the total expenditure of tlis
country on account of these colonies has exceeded eioly
millions. During that period 98,000 convicts have beey
transported. Their punishment has, therefore, cost af
least 817 apiece up to 1836.”

But if these conviets had heen confined in penitentiarics
at home, — at Millbank, for instance, — they would hay
cost the country 154 per head more than that amoun
besides subjecting it to the serious and intolerable annoy-
ance of their continued presence in the land.*

Besides, the conviet origin of these colonies has en-
tailed on their present inhabifants an enormous additional
expenditure, for the maintenance of their police anl
judicial establishments, beyond what would have Leen

standing the extraordinary efforts and exertions of the war period,
over and above the national loss indicated by the amount of addi-
tional debt incurred. -

* “The average expense of each convict kept in the convict hiul
in England for a period of four years would not be less than 50/
if kept in a house of eorrection, such as those of Waleficld or €0l
bath Fields, would not be less than 550 or 561 ; and if kept

Pmmy,dmﬂnrtu that of Millbank, would not be less than Ut
—M Jolin Russell's Letter to the Prime Minister, quoted by ST
W. Molesworth, Speeck, p. 59.

]‘:‘:"wm-wehhnwwer, in reference to this estimate, ** 1
and “‘W'w!ﬂ be the hulks, the expense of which 1s 1
thfﬁlﬂ noble lord at 30 a convict,”
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recuired for these serviees, had they been originally free
settlements.®  And from the utter want of common sense,
and often even of common honesty, in the carrying out
of the penal system of these colonies from the first, the

# « [n addition to this sum,” adds Sir William, when stating the
amount of the conviet expenditure of the year 1836-7, “ the colonial
expenditure on acconnt of the administration of justice, gaols, and
police, was 90,000% a year; an enormous amount, a5 it is mine times
s great in proportion to population as that of the United Kingdom for
similar purposes, The greater portion of this expenditure evidently
belongs to transportation.”

The extent to which the colony of New South Wales has suffered
from the effects of the Transportation Systeth will appear from the
following Resolutions, moved by the late Joseph Phelps Robinson,
Esq., then Member of Council for Melbourne, in the Legislative
Council of New South Wales during the session of 1844,

“ That an humble address be presented to Her Majesty, setting
forth that according to the Estimates for 1845, laid before the Coun-
cil, it will be requisite to raise, from the general revenue and muni-
cipal assessments, the sum of 96,741L 7s 6d. for police, gaols,
building of gaols, &c., being in a ratio of 12s. per head on the
population of the eolony (165,541); whereas the whole expense of
the Government of the Canadas does not exceed 7s. per head ; and
were a ratio similar to that existing in New South Wales necessary
for the United Kingdom, a sum not less than 16,200,000 would be
required for these purposes.

* That for the eight years, ending on the 31st December, 1843, a
sum of 839,800L 7s. 7d. was paid by the colony for those services.

“ That the number of prisoners who have arrived free, or Lave
been born in the colony, bear a proportion to those who have arrived
as convicts, of 39 fo 72 ; and that, as a matter of equity, instead of
the colony heing subjected to the payment of this enormous sum, it
s]]:ou;;l not (l;e called upon for more than 33,990 &s. 7d., whilst
the Home Government is justly chargeable wil
62,7510 1s 11d, g . th G B

“That of the amount of ssf).s(lu[. 7o 7d. already paid by the
colony, only 205,064L 6y 3d. is its fair proportion ; and that th
balance of 544,736/ 1s. 4d. is due to it b he H; 3 g e

“And that Her Maj - vt | i

; jesty be therefore humbly requested to re-
commend to Parliament that the amount of S44,7864 18, 114, being




46 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCLE FOIR

vast expenditure of British money whieh was incurpeq
oved but of very little permanent valy, ¢,
the colonies, while the matural progress of reformy,,
among the convicts themselves was neutralized, ang ).
structed, and defeated by the very measures of the 1o
Government and its agents il every conceivable wy
The debtor and ereditor accounts between Great Britaj,
and her Australian eolonies will therefore exhibit but
very small balance against even the originally penal coloy,.
ies, if any at all; as it is evident and unquestionable thy;
for all her outlay in the shape of convict expenditure, ;
connection with these eolonies, Great Britain has veceiv
a substantial guid pro quo.

But Great Britain has also received an ample eoupon-
sation for that outlay in another and much more valual|
form — in the magnificent outlet she has thereby esty
blished for her redundant population ; in the valual
and indefinitely extending market for her manufactur
goods of all kinds which she has thus created, and in th
boundless field she has opened up for the production
the raw material required for her manufactures, and fi

the process p

the emplogment of her home population. Assuredly,

the due portion of the expense entailed by the presence of u convict

population in the colony, be defrayed by the Home Governu
Or should Her Majesty deem it more desirable, upon taking

her gracious consideration the fact that 59,788 convicts were trans-

ported to the eolony, and also the present exigencies of
countries, in the éne of which upwards of 4,000,000 of its |
lation are subsising on private and public charities, anid

other, hundreds of cattle are daily destroyed for the mere hides anl

tallow ; it would, in the opinion of this Council, be of equiy
advantage to this colony that the like number of 59,788 free o
M'Wlt:the expense of the Home Government witl
the next five years, and the eolony, through their consum
taxable comm i be reimbursed in the sum annually duc
l‘-' 18 11d., as hereinbefore expressed; v h

the colony, mmm of the United Kingdom.”

fiiestend largely to increase the prosperity O
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Great Britain has never expended any money for which
she will receive an ampler return than she has already
received, 'and will still continue to receive, for all time
coming, from the expenditure she incurred in the esta-
blishment of the Australian Colonies. Independently of
the market for goods of all kinds which these colonies
afford to the mother-country, to an extent unequalled in
any other country of the same population in the world,
Great Britain actually received from the Colony of New
South Wales alone, during the first ten years ifrom the
introduction of the present system of selling the waste
lands of the colony, and devating a large portion of the
proceeds for the promotion of emigration, the sum of a
million sterling ; the whole of which was expended in
relieving the mother-country of a serious public burden
by paying for the conveyance of poor persons from Great
Britain and Ireland to New South Wales.

But even, although Great Britain had never received
any pecuniary or other compensation for the expenditure
she incurred in the establishment of the Australian Colo-
nies, fh:'s would in no way have affected the right of these
colu.mes to their entire freedom and independenee, on the
attammentl of their political majority. The slave has an
absolute right to his freedom, whether his master has
cleared his purchase-money by him or not. The son,
who has comlpleted the twenty-first vear of his age, has
i?h:ti?j:‘f' r1)§h;l to entire freedom from parental control,
education '51:;; f!: “1135’ g o pended ¢ SR i
God, that‘ the are::t “}:” "12 r""wl.‘e P
his non-age wil[l)m ; m-l PI:DW.de {'or the child during

» Without entering him in his ledger as a debtor
for the expense of his up-bringing. If the parent hae
discharged his duty in the case, the child. wilf g
;Ziny tl;e. obligation in whatever way he 0 ;r #: sw:;;

our his father and his mother, from thefﬂgﬂﬂﬁv’é foel.

i g of filial aﬂ'ection é {on
n 0 ; as well as tbﬂtklj'mm b {

in the land whick the Lord hiis Goda‘-l‘dfffgﬁ;e him d
s an
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so far from this feeling being extinguished by the p,,,,
fact of his heing Iegally free from all parental COntrg|

it will still grow with his growth and strengthen wig, |;

strength, till, in the course of nature, he is called 1, (.

posit the remains of his venerated parent with sorpoy

the grave.

Sperron XIIL— ANOTHER OBJECTION STARTED AND CONSIDERy),
_ Tip COLONTES ARE CLAIMING THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEpiy),.
ENCE, BECAUSE THEY HATE THEIR MOTHER-COUNTRY, witicit iy
DONE 50 MUCH FOR THEM, AND HER MAJESTY, THE QUi )
WHOM THEY OWE ALL DUE ALLEGIANCE, AND BECAUSE THEY 4y
CHERISHING IN THEIR HIEARTS THE SATANIC SPIRIT OF REnuLLoy

Now, as British Colonists, we, the inhabitants of th,
Australian Colonies, who are earnestly desiring our free.
dom and independence, repel this peculiarly offensive
charge as being equally false and unfounded. I'rom our
inmost hearts, we can say, and we do say, with the poct:

England, with all thy faults, we love thee still !

And we are conscious of no other feeling towards H

Majesty the Queen,—that pattern of every domestic, every
royal virtue, — but that of unfeigned respect and reve-
rential admiration. But what has all this to do with the
previous question, as to whether we, as British Colonists
who have attained our political majority, have, or hav
nof, an inherent and indefeasible right, under the law of
nature and the ordinance of God, to our entire frecdon
and independence? We are entitled to have this ques-
fion considered and answered first; for personal 1
m@% much higher claim in the eye of the law than mer
ventional rights and reasons of state policy. Weinsis
have such a right — and that is the question-
the'son who has received his education o
88 — hoth perhaps under his fathers
.W a fair prospect of establishing him=
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self in the world, and of rearing and supporting a family
of his own, and who has accordingly fixed his aﬁ'ectl.ons
on some suitable helpmeet, and planned out an estabhsh.-
ment for himself, — is such a son supposed to hate his
father because he is endeavouring to do the best he can
for himself; and is the future intercourse (or rather no
intercourse whatever) which is to subsist between the
parties, to be characterized by such mutual and unnatural
charges and threatenings as the following ? ;

(The father speaks): * That villain, John — to think of
setting up for himself, with the mere doll of a wife he has
got, when I was willing to have kept him about me, and
given him his old seat at my own table for ten or twenty
years to come! I have a great mind to burn his shop
down about his ears; but I will, at all events, cut up his
trade for him, and ruin his reputation ! "

(To whick the son retorts, in great vexation) :  There's
that old fool, my father, at his old tricks again ! annoying
Sally wherever he meets her, and calling her a doll that I
have stolen out of her father's nursery ; and telling every
body to give me no credit, for I am not to be trusted, and
have cheated him to an amount that he could have made
me swing in a halter for! I declare I must swear the
peace against him, and have him put in the stocks or sent
to the madhouse !

Now if these are not the feelings that are entertained
towards each other by a father and son, in the circum-
stances supposed, neither ave they the feelings that either
should, or would, or could subsist between a mother
country and her colonies, even although the latter were
asserting their natural, inherent, and indefeasible right to
entire freedom and independence, on the attainment of
their political majority. :

And as to the charge of our violating or renouncing
our allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen, in claiming, as
we Lll:l., our entire freedom and independence, I repeat it,
there is @ previous question to be put and answered, ere

D
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e determined, ere this offe

50

i int can b
ll;l:rgkenss;l}"i" guhstmtiated—ll mean the qu(-.~|i-m. Bt
whether we, as Dritish colonists who h.avc attained gy,
political majority, have, or have n_ot, a right to our entjy
freedom and independence. For.tf we have such a righ
as T have shown we have, the .nght of Her Majesty 1,
Queen to reign over us necessarily cen.a(:s and determiye.
Under the universal government of God, there canygy
e two inconsistent and incompatible rights; g

nsiy

possibly b : d
the right to obedience or a]legmn.ce m]_ the one par,
is clearly inconsistent and imcompatible with the righ ¢,
freedom and independence on the other. It is preci
where and when the one of these rights ends, that {]
other begins: they cannot possibly occupy the san
place, or extend to the same persons. The alleged rig]
of a sovereign to reign over a people who, by the law o
nature and the ordinance of God, have a right to thei
freedom and independence, and who claim that freedor
and independence aceordingly, is a mere imaginary right
and has no existence in reality. In plain English, it i
downright usurpation, and its exercise is tyranny anid
oppression.

1f, therefore, British eolonists who claim their freedo
and independence beeanse they have attained their poli
tical majority, are aceused of violating or renouncing thei
allegiance to the best of queens, they can, with perfe
justice, retort—not against Her Majesty individual
(God forbid that I should use such language towards Hi
- Majesty personally ), but sunply as the imaginary politi
im) nation of the State— by representing her as *
- Belhsh, 'ﬁﬂ&rﬂem_ uimatuml, eruel mother, who hates to

; ”mm children doing well and establishing them-
”F".‘“'m'thﬁ_w_orld; who congiders only her own sclfi:
ends : dealings with them, and who is doing I
i keep them down.” And is it either righ

10 allow Her Majesty, as th
ﬁ"ﬁmpire, 0 acquire such a chara
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as this, in the estimation of the most valuable,-a]though
hitherto but little esteemed, class of her subjects, the
British colonists? I think not. Let us hear no more
then of this pitiful, this contemptible charge, abm.lt 01}1'
violating or renouncing our allegiance. Thc‘questmn is,
Do we we such allegiance, in the senze in which the term
is used in the charge, as implying that we have no rights
in the case? To which I unhesitatingly answer, No.

THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA,

Section X1V, — A THirp OBJECTION STATED AND CONSIDERED,—
Tae Brrrisg CoLoNTEs ARE PART AND PARCEL oF THE BRITISH
EMPIRE — AN EMPIRE ON WHICH THE SUN NEVER SETS, AND
WHICH, FAR MORE THAN ANY EVEN OF THE EO-CALLED UNIVERSAL
EMPIRES oF ANTIQUITY, EXTENDS IT8 SCEPTRE T0 ALL THE Fovur
QuUARTERS oF THE GLOBE—To EVERY CONTINENT, WITHOUT
EXCEI’TION, AND TO ALMOST EVERY ISLE: IT MUST BE GLORIOUS,
THEREFORE, TO BELONG TO SUCH AN EMPIRE : TT CANNOT BUT EE
MONSTROUS, UNNATURAL, SUICIDAL AND HIGHLY CRININAL TO
ATTEMPT TO DISMEMEER IT.

There can be no question as to the enormous extent of
the British empire, and the colossal character of its power.
Girdling the earth, as it does, in every zone, and covering

- the sea, it is as like a universal empire as possible, and

therefore the more likely to be dismembered, as it is called,
very shortly. For Divine Providence has, for the last
thirteen hundred and fifty years, that is, ever since the
Roman empire, or fourth universal monarchy, fell, set its
face against the establishment of anything like another
universal empire or fifth monarchy upon earth; conse-
quently, the more extensive any empire becomes, and the
more closely it approaches to universality, we have every
reason to believe that it is only the nearer its fall or dis.
memberment, It is instructive to glance at the past his-
tory of the world in connection with this point; as in
comparing the present with the past, we may be enabled

with some degree of confidence, to anticipate the future. ;

D 2
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i The first attempt to gstablish a universal empire o iy,

monarchy upon ganthy sinee the fall of the Roman oy,

in the West, was made by the Saracens ; who, succeed;,,
¢l

to a portion at least of the noble inheritance of Ry,

the East and West; ; _ ‘
but were finally checked at their entrance into Burope 1,

Charles Martel in the south of France.  The Turks, ),

in later times succeeded the Saracens in their

dominion, also received their final check, when apparen),
on the highway to universal empire in the West, fiq,

John subie,kg,lking of Poland, under the walls of Vi),

As to similar attempts among Christian nations, Cha ..

magne endeavoured, with no small degree of success [,
a time, to reunite the scattered fragments of the Ramg,

empire in the West: but the mushroom dominion of thy
great potentate soon fell to pieces again under the goverp.

t of his sons. At the era of the Reformation Chal,

@ Fifth made a similar attempt with preciscly simily
Sesults: and eo did Louis the Fourteenth at a la
period; and 80 also, in our own times, did the renov
Napoleon.

There ave two periods in British history very rema|
able in relation to this law of Divine Providence. 1In tl
year 1753,‘ th#..gﬂﬁﬂus battle of Pl:lss_\,' gave England the
presidency of Bengal and the future empire of Indi
But as if this was not sufficient, the battle of Quchee,
the year 1769, when the gallant Wolfe fell in the am
victory on the heights of Abraham, gave Luogland 1

speedily overran both Asia and Ay, i

¢ of the French empive in North America, as was
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vidence had defermined many ages before that no other
universal monarchy should be established on e.a.rth; :l!ul,
as if in fulfilment of this decree, a spirit of infatuation
was sent forth into the counsels of George the Third; a
series of arbitrary and oppressive measures was enacted
by the Imperial Parliament in reference to the American
colonies; and thirteen noble provinces were at length
wrested from the British empire, just as ten of the tribes
of Isracl had been from the family of David, in remark-
ably similar eircumstances, on a question of iniquitous
taxation,*

Now it appears to me that we are approaching a some-
what similar erisis in the history of the British empire at
the present moment. For a long time past we have been
adding provinee to province in India, till our empire in
that country now comprises upwards of a hundred and
twenty millions of people, nearly an eighth part of the
whole human race! We have also been adding provinee
to province in Africa, and subjecting the country in the
process, through the grossest mismanagement on the part
of our local rulers—half saints and half merry-andrews,
as certain of them are—to all the horrors of an extermi-
unating war.  We have humbled China, and planted a
colony, as we call it by courtesy, and a line of posts, on
her frontier. We have annexed New Zealand to our
Australasian dominion ; and we are threatening to annex
Borneo, in addition to Aden, Singapore, and Labuan, to

of all Cunadil and ‘Flcrida. Never did British authority seem more
firmly established in these regions; but events soon proved that it
never was less so.— Europe and its Colonic
2 P ulanies, by Professor Hem
* THE KING HEARKENED Nom UNTO :

THE PEOP 3
CAUSE WA8 ¥rox THE Lonn, * & # Sy whe off Im:ﬁﬁ:?la:‘ :;:L
hing hearkened not unto them, the people ansioered the hing, sayi 1
What portion have we in David ? neither have we Mwﬂ:ﬁ;:‘f F‘:;‘f:
son qf Jesse : to your fents, O Israel: now see to thine own }::n;:
David.  So Isracl departed unto their tents,—1 Kings, xii. 15, 15 g

il . il g
n3
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our empire of the East; and eertain political enthusiasts ;,
the colonies are actually pmmi%ing us the whole my;.
tude of the isles of the vast Pacifie. In short, never v,

the British empire more extensive than it is at Present.

never was its power more formidable, in every land gy
on every sed. ‘The press everywhere is !.('llin;: Us wsg
ad nauseam that the sun never sets upon it, and a certaip
idolatrous limner at the Great Exhibition, catching t,
yainglorious spirit of the age, has actually represeneg
the four quarters of the globe paying homage to Queg
Victoria !

Now no man of the slightest discernment can be bling
tothesewéﬁy significant signs of the times.  Such nationa)
pride, accompanied as it is with such national derelict;
" of duty towards the poor in the land, for whom this vas
onial empire is held in trust, necessarily precedes a fall ;
it cannot but be peculiarly offensive in the eyes of th
. t Governor amonz the nations. We are evident]y
hastening to another great erisis in the history of o
country. We are on the eve of another dismemberm
and T shall be greatly mistaken, if, in a very few vears

hence, both the eastern colonies of Australia and the
British colonies of North America shall not have ceased t
: mitish empire. Which of the two great
§SE no man can tell; but it is certain,
they are both getting ready.
ﬁyﬁﬁﬁlﬂd they not?7 And why should a gre
¢ nuiw,hkb urs seek to prevent them ?  If it is the rigl

2t

ance. God, to form two great nations, instead of a
%iﬂféﬁ'&lﬂe and miserably governed dependencies
e prominent and highly influential posi-
sfined o occupy in that capacity on th
Why should Englishmen endeavour, il
dness, to delay ¢q consummation st
"
OESERsions are stubborn things in all c5°;
J'YOBEtinate, than in rclirnqni»llin-' letached
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Besides, how can we — Britons and Protestants as we
profess to be —how can we pretend to object to the claim
of that <Italian Man,” the Pope, to govern the whole
Christian Chureh, in all its numerous, diversified, and
widely scattered settlements —on which the Sun never
sels ; when we ourselves actually set up a sort of political
Pope in Downing Street, and empower him to govern the
whole Colonial Empire of Britain, in all its numerous and
endlessly diversified and widely scattered settlements —
on which also the Sun never sets?  The pretended right
to govern is in both cases the sheerest usurpation —a
mere trampling under foot of the sacred and inherent
rights of men. In both cases, also, that pretended right
is based upon the same Dblasphemous assumption — an
assumption of two of the incommunicable attributes of
the Godhead — Omniscience and Infallibility! For ex-
ample, — “the Pope knows everything throughout the

parts of an unwieldly extended empire ; there not being, I believe,
a single instance in all history of any nation surrendering a distant
provinee voluntarily, and of free choice, notwithstanding it was
greatly their interest to have done it. The English in particular
have given remarkable proofs of their unwillingness. For though
it was undeniably their interest to have abandoned all the provinces
which they held in France, yet they never gave up one of them, till
they were compelled to it by force of arms. Now, indeed, and at
this distance of time, we see clearly that onr forefathers were
wretched politicians in endeavouring to retain any one of the French
provinces, which, if it was a little one, would be a continual drain,
and perhaps an increasing expense ; and if it was a great one, might
grow up to be a rival, and become the seat of empire. I say, we
can see these things clearly enough at present: yet, alas! -g:.hm_
advantages do we derive from the discovery? And what application
do we make of such historical mementos to the business of the
present day? The remotest of our provinees in France were hardl
800 nlmiles distant from our own coasts: the nearest of th o
America are about 3000.—% Humble Address and euarnest A :s;, i
Javour of separation. from America, by Josiah Tucker DPDP P::r_) 2
of Gloucester, p. 70, Gloucester, 1:75. Look at Sum‘h A-fril.,gu !'ﬂn
n
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Christian Church, as well a8 everything that is ey,
for it 3 aud therefore BEEaN never go wrong in goy.y;,

it” — this is Popery in Re]ngu).n. 1“ I;:‘ll'l Grey kngy,
everything throughout the Colum".‘] }j“‘l‘ll"' of Britain, ,

well as everything that is needful i.m‘ it; and thereforg |,
can never go wrong in governing L g ’a_"i* i1s Popery i,
Politics : the first cause or moving spring of the tyo
enormities being also precisely the same — an unhallgy
lust of empire, on the part of the two bodies whicl,

Pope and the olonial autocrat respectively represoy
contrary alike to the ordinance of God and the rights

men,

1t is not Cardinal Wiseman, therefore, but Earl (e
that ought to be gricked out in the harlequin attire o ;
red hat and scarlet hose, with this blasphemous inscriptiy
on his forehead, INFALLIBILITY GREY! What possibl
harm can the pitiful envoy of “the Italian Man” do t
the rights or liberties of Britons, either at home or abroa
if they are only true to themselves? But here is a rel
formidable power — formidable, I mean, to the ri

liberties of Britons, both at home and abroad — here, |
say, 18 a really formidable power, this Political Poper
or Popery in Polities; devil-born, like the other; and
existing only, —as it has done for two centuries past in
one form or other— to hurt and to destroy.

As to the glory of belonging to such an empire ast
of Britain, “I am of opinion,” says Mr. Wakefield, in th
language of a supposed speaker whose sentiments h
adopts, &that the extent and glory of an empire are soli
advantages forall its inhabitants, and especially those who
infabit its centre. 1 think that whatever the possession
"f"“"@lﬁnim may cost us in money, the posscssion 5
wunh_m“,lfﬂ-iﬂ money than its money cost, and infinit Iy
mure.m', 'MIET Tespects, For hy ovcrawing foreign natior
and lmp%& mankind with a prestige of our might
f‘.n&hlel ?‘mw the peace of the world, which we haveno
mmmhndﬁm}-‘@gi a8 ibwould enable us to disturb the

1w B
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e advantage is, that the posses=
s the mere
the

THE GOLDE
world if we pleased. Th
sion of this immense empire by Englam? cause
name of England to be a real and a m:ght{ power ;
t now exists in the world.”*

I admit that for those who are at the centre ” of the
national system, where all its life and heat S guncen-
trated, it may be very pleasant and self-satisfying to look
around on their vast domain of colonies of all sorts, of
plantations, possessions, and dependencies, and to say,
with Robinson Crusoe,

% We are monarchs of all we survey;”

greatest power tha

but the condition of those who are at the extremities of
the system may, from that very circumstance, be supremely
uncomfortable ; and whether the latter are to surrender
their natural and inherent rights, merely to gratify the
vanity, or to minister to the self-importance of those
who are at the centre of the system, is a question which,
I conceive, admits but of one answer. It so completely
sets aside the golden rule of doing to others as we
should wish to be done hy, that one can scarcely hélp
feeling ashamed at hearing of such a proposition from any
person calling himself an Englishman.  Again, to talk
of England keeping the peace of the world, while she has
eight hundred millions of debt of her own, incurred through
her generally unjust and unnecessary wars, is amusing
enough ; but it can surely be no reason why British colo-
nists, who have a natural and inherent right to nationality,
should be forced to continue in the very subordinate and
mfsatisfactory condition of mere dependents and vassals.
ﬂ::;tiz;afesi-be made free,. says the upost]ei Paul (and
i applies to commuuities as well as to mdividuals),

use it rather.g h
aﬂIei:;zliﬁgin;hceg:ts}le(lsered supremely ridiculous, as well
s and unfeeling, for a%ﬁﬁ?’qéplantw

* View of the Ar ek S
1 1 Curt{hﬁ‘ Vﬁ ;deﬂﬂWﬂﬁm, Qﬂ Ffm
D s
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in Sonth Carolina, on Jearning that his “niggers”
anxious for their freedom, to tell them that “ he consideyeg
ble ereatures indeed ; that the owpe,

them very unreasona! 4 j
chip of so many of them gave him a standing and influenc,

in society, an importance inthe country, which he coulg
not otherwise possess ; that he had three votes for a Cop.
gress-man for every five of them, and that in such cireyy.
stances it was very ungrateful in them to seek to lessen /s
consequence in the world by desiring their freedom.” ¢
is equally ridiculous, however, and equally unfeeling ang
ineulting to British colonists, to tell them that it is pe.
cessary for England, in order to maintain her dignity and
importance in the world, to retain in miserable and humi-
liating vassalage thosc to whom God has not only given
the desire of freedom and the right to assert it, but the
means and ability to use it for their own welfare and ad-
vancement. There is much sympathy professed by men
of all ranks and classes throughout the United Kingdon
for the unhappy condition of the American slave; hut
i true that  the man who hates his brother is a murderer”
at heart, then I maintain that the man, of whatever rank
or influence in society, who uses his influence to prevent
those British colonists that have attained their political
majority, from obtaining their freedom and independence,
mevely beeause hie imagines that the honour and glory of
England would thereby be somewhat impaired, is a slave-
holder at heart; and when he tells me, in the maw kish
language of the day, that his heart bleeds for the slave,
I tell him in the plainest English in reply, that “ he is a
hypoerite and a liar:” for if he has no sympathy {0l his
colonial brother whom he fAas seen, how can he sym-
pathise with' the poor African slave whom he has never
seen ?

I dm!! h?wever, that England has anything to lose 1n
the M'M1 maintain that she has everything to £ 1in.
w Wakeﬁgi,&fj prestige is merely another name for sha-
dow : it has no substance in it, no real value. The ques
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tion is simply — What solid advantages does E"gland
really derive from her possession of such ch‘*_‘lde“c‘f"-f as
the Australian colonies? In auswet‘_ m‘thlS quf-‘ﬁtlf_m,
George Cornewall Lewis, Esq., M. P., in his Bipla; knd Sy
gularly honest work, on the Government of D epen(i'encze.?,
enumerates the advantages which a parent state or domi-
pant country derives from its supremacy over a depen-
deney as follows: viz. .

1. Tribute, or revenue paid by the dependency. — This,
it is well known, was the system in universal practice
among the ancients in the government of their depfendent
provinces ; but the attempt to enforce it in America led
to the War of Independence in that country, and the
claim was at length formally renounced by the 18 Geo. ILL
cap. 12.*

9. Assistance for military or naval purpeses. — Such
assistance was very frequently rendered by the earlier
colonists of America, in the wars of the mother country
with France, which had then an extensive empire in that
country ; but no such assistance could either be expected
or would be necessary now. [t is worthy of remark that
the celebrated Dr. Adam Smith considered the contribu-
tion of revenue and military force as so essential to the
very idea of a colony that he regarded any dependency
utterly valueless that did not contribute either the one or
the other. His words are as follows: —

« Countries which contribute neither revenue nor mili-
tary force towards the support of the empire cannot be
considered as provinces. #hey may perhaps he considered
as appendages, as a sort of splendid and showy equipage
of the empire.” — Wealth of Nations, b. v. c. 8. el

3. Advantages to the dominant country from its trade
e Se e A
B ‘c]. S | %yment of any ‘“m.@ﬁ#ﬂ-dﬂ_jved by

gland from her colonies.— The Colonies of England, by Jofin
Arthur Roebuck, Esq, M.P. London, 1849, Al ud

E: Lo I AR




60 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE TOR

with the dependency.—Siﬂﬂe the commencement of
present Free Trade system, Uﬂ'ad"a“mge can be deriygg
by the mother country Sthis source.

4. Facilities afforded by deg)(iﬁd!?il(‘i{’.(‘ to the dominan
cawitryfb?‘ the ma'gm&“idn of its S?f?’])[ifis _popnhm’w_ and
Jfor an advantageous employment of its mf;mfd._ Mr. Leyis
admits, however, that in order to secure this advantage ¢,
the mother country, it is not necessary that the colony
should be a dependency of the parent statc; of wlic)
abundant proof will be given in the sequel.

5. Facilities for the transportation of convicts to o .
Pmdem,-y,—These facilities, however, are now at an cng
in the colony of New South Wales, and they camnot
possibly be continued longer, under existing circun-
stances, in Van Dieman’s Land.

6. The glory of possessing dependencies.—This, there.
fore, is the only real advantage, if it is one, that remains,
Onthis point, however, Mr. Lewis very judiciously observes
that A nation derives no true glory from any possession
which produces no assignable advantage to itscll or to
other communities.  If a country possesses a dependency
from which it derives no public revenue, no military or
naval strength, and no commercial advantages or facilities
for emigration shich it would not equally enjoy thoug
the dependeney were independent, and if; moreover, 7h
dependency suffers the evils which are the almost incvitabl
consequences of ils political eondition, such a posscssio)
cannot justly be called glorious.®
- My. Lewis also enumerates the advantages derivable by
a dependency from ifs dependence on the dominun!
country under the following heads, viz.

; 1‘-‘%)5‘9&0#50?3 by the dominant country.—This I sh I
show in the sequel is quite unnecessary in the case of the
Anustralian colonies.

2. ‘ Hdny assistance by the dominant couniny.—
) N 4 "
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Nothing of this kind i8 required in the Anustralian

col;nlzf;mmercial advantages.—But these have all been

ith under the Free Trade system.

dm’;‘i:iai‘:;erefore not one substantial adyantage, de-
rivable either by the mother country on the one ha.nc!, or
by the Australian colonies on the oLher,‘ frotn the continu-
ance of the present connection of dom‘matlon and depen-
dency. The only advantage remaining to the mother
country is a merely imaginary one—the glory of the
thing ; which, Mr. Lewis admits, is utterly valueless, and
which is surely not to be considered for one moment as
an adequate compensation for the loss which the mother
country herself sustains, as well as for the unspeakable
evil which is entailed on the colonies, by the continuance
of their bondage.

Secrton XV.— A FourTE OBIECTION STATED AND CONSIDERED —
Tue COLONISTS WHO ARE CALLING OUT FOR THEIR FREEDOM AND
INDEPENDENCE ARE A MERE PACE OF REPUBLICANS, AND ARE
UNFIT TO GOVERN THEMSELVES.

After nearly thirty years' experience in the Australian
colonies, and especially after nearly ten years’ experience
of the working even of imperfectly representative institu-
tions in New South Wales, I have no hesitation in ex-
pressing it as my belief and conviction, that the very
worst government which it is possible to suppose could
ever emanate from popular election in these colonies, in
the event of their attaining their freedom and independ-
ence, would be incomparably better than the very best
we are ever likely to have under their conneection with
Great Britain, The celebrated Adam Smith informs us
that the thirteen American colonies, containing at the
time a population of three millions, were not only go-
verned, but well governed, previous to the War of Inde-
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pendence, for the inér_edibly small amount of 64,7607, g
annum, or at the rate of fivepence per head* By ¢
government of New South Wales (including the g,
of Port Phillip), ‘gontaining a population of not more g,
265,503, on the 515t December, 1850, actually cost g,
that year 56’4:,'5873- 15s. 1d., or dedll{.'ting 171,5051. 6. 1
expended for immigration, 892,982L. 8s. 9d.; or qf 1),
rate of 14 9s. 7d. per head! But colonial governmg;
under the present system, is throughout a government ‘
corruption ; under whieh the people’s money is abstryeteq
from them by men who have no right to take it, and ey.
pended in great measure in the maintenance of unpe.
cessary offices, or in the payment of extravagant salarics,
swhile the general improvement of the country in an ¢,
less variety of ways is utterly neglected, and public works
of urgent necessity, for the welfare and advancement of
its peaple, are indefinitely postponed.
Nay, so utterly helpless are the colonists, for the redress

* % The expense of their own civil government has always heen
very moderate. It has generally been confined to what was
sary for paying competent salaries to the governor, to the
and to some other officers of police, and for maintaining a few of th
most nseful public works. The expense of the eivil establishment
of Massachusett's Bay, before the commencement of the present
disturbances, used to be about 18,0007 a-year. That of New
Hampshire and Rhode Tsland 3,500L each. That of Conncenicit
4,000/ Phat of New York and Pennsylvania 4,500% each. Thit
of New J?ﬁ?!._‘ly?ﬁ_m- That of Virginia and Sonth Carolina 300 )
each, Tl}q-.ﬁi‘ﬂ_'igmhlishments of Nova Scotia and Georgia are
partly supported by an annual grant of parliament. But N
pays, besides, about 7,000/, a-year towards the public
_ﬁf"ﬁhe colony; and Georgia about 2,500/, a-year. AlL the
: i civil establishments in North America, in short, exclusive
Mmhﬂd and North Carolina, of which no exact accon!"
mmﬁm Before the commencement of the present 41
ne il;hn.bitants above 64,760l a-year; @ eVer
at how small an expense three millio

L. i, p. 372,
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of their own wrongs under the WTetched system j of
government that prevails in the colonies \‘mder Downing
Street domination, that even Acts of Parliament that are
passed for {heir better government are effectually burked
by the political knaves and swindlers whom the system
has created, that that system of misgovernment and cor-
ruption may be continued and promoted. For example,
an Act of Parliament was passed in the year 1850 for Fhe
better government of the Australian colonies; reducing
the previously high franchise to a Ten Pound rate, but
leaving the Blectoral Districts to be arranged by the actual

Couneil ; of which, however, one-third of the members
y of the others under

THE

were Crown nominees, and so man
the influence of the Government as to give it a decided
majority. The Tlectoral Act was accordingly so framed
as almost entirely to exclude the popular element from
the new Couneil, and to give the corrupt Government a
much move preponderating influence than it had before.
For under this infamous act, as it was generally designated
in New South Wales, every fifteen thousand of the citizens
of Sydney, the capital of that colony, were allowed only
the same political weight and influence in the new Legis-
lature as fifteen hundred in an Electoral District on the
frontier, about seven hundred miles distant! DBut the
people of Sydney are in general strongly imbued with
the spirit of freedom, and earnestly desirous of a thorough
veform, while those of the frontier district are either
tenants of the Crown or their servants; and it was there-
fore necessary, in order to depress the former, to elevate
the latter. The Act of Parliament would have been a
real benefit to the colony, if it had only been honestly
carried out: but of what avail are even the best Acts of
Parliament to the colonists, if they have not the means of
carrying them out?

As to the charge that the cclonists who desire their
freedom and independence are somewhat tinctured with
republicanism, I fear it must be admitted. The fact is,

B R
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Shere is no other formof government either practi,
or possible, in a British colony obtaining its freedqy, I‘I“l'l
independence, than that of a repul_llic. Without iny.
ing, therefore, as o whether one form of govern, :n :
better than another, we must be prepared, as By
colonists, if we are ever to become free and independ, |I:
at all, to take that particular form “ for bette, 1-(,'.
worse,”* I

And why should we be either unwilling or afraid o
so? Itis now fifty years and upwards since the celel
Charles James Fox characterized the British governme;
as a disguised Republic; and the Reform Act has sine,
taken away & considerable portion of the disguise. Wy,
then should Englishmen object to a 1{(!})"-'!“0 e
disguise for their emancipated colonies?  Why shoul
e form of government which hun.-‘ given

* My, Wakefield seems to have arrived at a somewhat differens
gonelusion on this important point, as will be evident from the fyl-
Jowing passage of his recent work :—
“The Imperial Sovereign is a person as well as an institution,
we reverence the one as much as we value the other. To transplant
a complete offshoot of the whole is, therefore, simply imposs
The nearest approach to doing so would be by the erection of
Canada, for example, into an independent monarchy, and filli
throne with a child of the British sovereign. But fhe 1re
i_'nb‘ém:fa:ri to be subordinate to the empire, and though it would, I thi
be e to make the younger branches of a royal family, whos
social position here 18 anything but agreeable, subordinate sovere
of ﬂlﬁ more important colonies, yet subordination requires that {1
?ahm“lduef magistrate should be appointed and removable by the i
{ W-"—"Vﬁw of the Art of Colonization, p. 307.
«&-’Whﬂ‘lﬂl‘thls beautiful theory of subordinate sovereig

T’Bmﬁmhlem Canada, §0 very near as it is to the United 5

RMM ideéa whatever. I can safely state, however, thil the

: 3 atterly impracticable in the Australian colon

adyisable to put forth theories of this kind, whi
of all ¥anks in England would probably vl
would most certainly lead to civil war, if
out in the colonies generally.
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ment of human excellence, to a
d noblest men that have ever trod

the earth? Why should they l"ﬂinly attempthﬁf’sis.l’a;ligvz
hose glorious republics of antiquity, from whict we e

;raherited <o much that exalts and embell{shes_ humanity,
and whose invaluable annals are soO prf)hﬁc in thedn;ost
splendid achievements that the pen of lustcfry records. :

No wonder that there should be a wide-spread an

deep-rooted, although in many instaflces., I.beheve, an
affected prejudice against Republican institutions, among
the hangers-on for office both at home and abroad —
among the numerous horde of helpless and hungry ex-
pectants of a share in the spoils of the people.  But that
such a prejudice, whether real or affected, should ex‘tpjnd
to men professing the Christian religion, and receiving
the Holy Scriptures of both Testaments as the Word of
God, I confess, surpasses my comprehension.  « The
Christian religion,” says Novalis, an able German writer
of the present century, *is the roob of all democracy, the
highest fact in the rights of man.” + Besides, it is matter
of sacred history that the only form of human government
that was ever divinely established upon earth, was the Re-
publican —in the wilderness of Sinai— and that God
himself interposed, in the person of his own accredited
minister, to protest against the unwarrantable innovation,
when that form of government was at length set aside in
the commonyealth of Israel, and monarchy established in
its stead.f Monarchy doubtless prevailed for a long

birth, in every depart
series of the greatest an

# In (ancient) Mexico, small colonies (of Indians), wearied of
tyranny, gave themselves republican constitutions, Now, it is only
after long popular struggles that these free comstitutions can be
formed. The existence of republics does not indicate a very recent
civilization. — Humboldt, New Spain, book ii. 6. i

T Novalis, quoted by Carlyle. i il e

+ Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and
came to Samuel unto Ramah, And said unto him Behold, thou art
old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to
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period in that GOUBGRRNDY Divine permission, o
things else do in this lower world, that are |-|-|‘L:1inl”w.‘ll
of Divine appointment ; but Republicanism pxi\f_“i'\l-.“”'
the first by Divine appointment ; and it cannot, T g ¢ ‘f
be a very bad form of government, which can pleaq i
an authority in its favour. pr

I shall be told indeed that the Israclitish govery,

was a theocracy, and therefore forms no pru(‘v‘.l.-m l,,,.h 3
But it was evidently quite as much a theocracy m,(;‘l.,‘ ,I:‘“
kings, as during the commonwealth. Nay, in the Be
Magna Charta of Israel —that famous Constim;:,,w,;' ;I
which came down from Heaven, bearing the Sign ‘1;,,_._
of the Eternal, for the establishment of a Republic 11.;‘
glorious, and happier far, while it subsisted, than ﬂ.u:‘ :“
either Greece or Rome — there was an express l”"’\"‘l-.‘
for the foreseen contingency of the estal1li-:hmm‘1,-..|" :
monarchy ; and the theocracy was, therefore, as (-‘,.;,J.‘,.-‘
in every part of it, during the reigns of David and ﬁ'."..
" mon, as under the presidency of Joshua and Samuel,

judge ns like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samn
when they said, Give us a king.to judge us. And Samuel priy
unto the Lord.  And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearlen 1 l
voice ?f the peoplé in all that they say unto thee: for they ho
not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I shonld not reig
:‘]:ﬁfm ~.Mﬂqrdi‘ﬂg to all the works which they have done sine
w]: dﬂy.ﬁl&ﬂl bronght them up out of Egypt even unto this day,
th:l':;:h they hiave forsaken me, and served other Gods, s
-]T unto thee.—1 Samuel, viii. 4—9.
s When thou art come unto the land which the Lord thy Go
i mmee,md I_hnlt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and st
say, I will set a lflng over me, like as all the nations that a7
:;Igmm in any wise set him king over thee, whom the Lo
kiné od'shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thot
i WMM e: thon mayest not set a stranger over thee, whicl
o But he shall not multiply horses.to hims i
A réturn to Egypt, to the end that le houiC
ﬂmamuch a8 the Lord has said unto you, Y
B no more that way. Neither ghall he multiph
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t of the theacratic government set aside
he introduction of monarchical institu-
mand, in regard to the outward
form of government, Was merely set at nougl'.lt,‘ just as it
was in a thousand other {nstances ; but the Dn‘rme Con.sm-
tution subsisted in every other particular notw1thstar_1dmg.
It is impossible for amy man of common underst:m‘dmg to
come to any other conclusion on reading the beautiful and
affecting passage quoted below.

In that ancient Magna Charta, moreover, we find all
the principles of manly freedom established and develo-ped
__universal suffrage, perfect political equality (combined
with one of the most beautifal and affecting devices
imaginable to preserve it,) and popular election ; the three
grand fundamental principles of Republican government.
‘As this, however, may perhaps be regarded as an unwar-
rantable assertion, I beg to subjoin the proof, which can
casily be verified, as the authorities are in everybody’s
hands.

When the congregation of Israel, therefore, were as-
sembled on the plains of Maab, previous to their entrance
into the promised land, it had become a matter of neces-
sity to ascertain who were thenceforth to be considered
the nation, for all political purposes; and among whom,
and on what principles, the national domain, which was
about to be acquired, was to be parcelled out and divided:

THE

There was no par
or abrogated on t
tions : the Divine com

wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he
greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. And it shall be, when
he sitteth upon the throne of bis kingdom, that he shall write him
a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests
the Levites: And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all
the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to
keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: That
hi.s heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not
aside from the commandment, fo the right hand, or fo the left: to
the.: end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his
children, in the midst of Israel. — Deuteronomy, xvii, 14’-—-2'0.
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for the ancient conquest of Canaan was atteyqe :
very different results to the great body of the p ople .,
were thenceforth to inhabit the land, from thoge 1
famous Norman Conquest of England. 4 (i, N
accordingly taken by Divine cummmnl:_ not of g| ¢,
people, however, but of all the nm{r’s, Jrom twenty Years
old and upwards,- who were thenceforth to he considere
for all political purposes the nation. For on their niumbey
being ascertained to be 601,750 (Six hundred ang
thousand, seven hundred and thirty), it was fu),,
divinely direeted that the land should be equally divig.g
among these males, without partiality and without ;.
tinetion ; the families which had a larger proportiog ¢
such males to have the larger extent of land, and (1
which had fewer to have the less.* And in order g
much as possible, to preserve this political equality

the equality of property which was deemed necessury
to maintain it, it was further provided that, every fiftict
year, all those who had in the mean time been soli/ off or

* And it came to pass after the plague, that the Lord spake un
Moses and unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying, Tak
the sum of all the congregation of the children of Isracl, fi
twenty years old and upward, thronghout their father’s house, o
that are able to go to war in Isracl. And Moses and Eleazr t
priest spake with them in the plains of Moah by Jordan neas i
saying, Tuke the sum of the people, from twenty years old I
wards as the Lord commanded Moses and the children of lstac,
which swent forth out of the land of Egypt. * * These were the -
bered of the ehildren of Israel, six hundred thousand and a thous:
seven hundred and thirty, And the Lord spake unto DMoses, s
ing, Unto these the land shall be divided for an inheritan
ing to the number of names. To many thou shalt give th
inheritance, to few thou shalt give the less ipheritance: to ever)
one shall his inheritance be given according to those that wer
numbered of him, Notwithstanding the land shall be divided b)
!ot: to'the names of the tribes of their fathers they
inherit. kemﬂiasw thie 1ot shall the possession thereof be divided
between many and fewv,— Numbers, xxvi. 1—4. 51—56.
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h mismanagement or misfortune,
ossession of his family.*
i t?l:?];riir::i;(:eih;;l been in so far reduced
o Whenwe Jearn, from an interesting incident, that
the mode of appointment to public offices was bg popular
clection. For after a portion of t.he land had ; een t}sur--
veyed and settled, under the presidency of Joshua, lere
ctill remained seven tribes to be located. In the‘s,e cn;
cumstances, Joshua assembled thc? people, -and directe
them to elect whomsoever they rm.g?lt. consider “fit and
proper persons” to survey and divide .th.e land, and h'e
would appoint them accordingly, by giving them their
Commissions and Instructions, as the Head of the

sold out, whether throug

to practice,

Executive.t s
Here then are the three grand fundamental principles
of Republican government — Universal Suffrage, Perfect
Political Equality, and Popular Election — in full opera-
tion, under the Divine sanction and appointment, in the

# And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven
times seven years; and the space of seven sabbaths of years shall
be unto thee forty and nine years. Then shalt thou canse the trum-
pet of the jubile to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month, in
the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout
all your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim
liberty thronghout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it
shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his
possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family.— Leviti-
cus, xxv. 8—10,

1 And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes,
which had not yet received their inheritance. And Joshua said
unto the children of Israel, How long are ye slack to go to possess
the land, which the Lord God of your fathers hath given you?
Give out from among you three men for cach tribe : and I will send
them, and they shall rise, and go through the land, and describe it
according to the inheritance of them; and they shall come again to
me, find they shall divide it into seven parts: Judah shall abide
in Ehelr coast on the south, and the house of Joseph shall abide in
their coasts on the north, Ye shall therefore deseribe the land into
seven parts, and bring e description bither to me, that I may cast
lots for you here before the Lord our God.— Joshua, xviii, 2—.
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commonwealth of ancient Israel.  And surely, if ¢, God
of Heaven deemed it jost and l’]G‘CPSSL}r“,' to establish g
Principles of natio.nal government for the welfay, ang
advancement of His own chosen people, I appeal,
perfect confidence, to prof:esse(l Chrmhans of all dengy,;.
nations throughout the United Kingdom, as to whehe, ;
can be either wrong or um\‘arra.ntahlc to advocate ),
establishment of such principles for the government of ,
cammunity of British origin at the ends (_.Ii the earth,

In the year 1635, the mere handful of Puritan-sett]e,
who had then but very recently gone forth from Englay
to plant the new colony of Connecticut, on the banks
the beautiful river of that name, in North America, met
together; by appointment, 1 @ barn, to form a Constitutiy
for the future government of their country, as they wer
empowered to do under their Charter. They accordingly
framed a Constitution, based on the three principles |
have indicated as the eharacteristic features of the Consti
fution of ancient Israel — Universal Suffrage, Perfec
Political Equality and Popular Election — and that Con-
stitution remained unchanged for upwards of a hundred
and forty years, or until the Revolution of 1776! Itl p..
necessarily to undergo some change on an event of such
mighty moment for the whole country ; but what was th
amount of that change ? Why it was simply the subsitu-
tion of the word People for the word King ; for with th!
necessary alteration excepted, the Constitution of Con-
necticut remains wnehanged and in full operation a1
was originally framed, to the present day ! In ~|u>\l.. thest
honest men did the right thing at first, and it rc quired W
mending afterwards. But where, it may be asked, di
they get such objectionable principles, which are nows
generally referred by political writers and statesmen ‘.
Chartism, Communism, and Socialism ; as it 1s matts ; ol
hiﬁfm’y it none of these dsms were ever heard of U :
f_““ century and a half after their time ? Why, they
them, as is fuite evident from the preceding argume! '
précisely*fhe game place in which I have got the™ ™
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in which any person may get them still, in that Word of
God which endureth Jfor ever. : :

As to the question whether the Australian coloms?s are
fit to be trusted with a government based on sth l:-bera].
prineiples, the very proposal of such a question is an
insult to the understandings, and an outrage on the rights
of British freemen. Let it be remembered, that the people
for whom the singularly free constitution of ancient Israel
was established, were living under the mere twilight of
Judaism, and were oppressed, morcover, with the weight
of its burdensome ceremonial, while we, a community of
British origin, rejoice in the light and liberty of the
Gospel. Let it be remembered, moreover, that only a
few years before this free constitution was proclaimed,
the whole nation of Israel were a nation of slaves. In
short, the only preparation for national freedom is free-
dom itself.*

There are, doubtless, people in England who peck and
laugh at the idea of universal suffrage for any community
of British origin, on the ground of its alleged injustice in
excluding the women and children; who, as they allege,
ought also to have votes. Let these “minute philoso-
phers,” however, explain, if they can, why the God of
Heaven authorized Moses and Eleazar to leave out the
women and children of ancient Israel, when they were
numbering the nation (as it was thenceforth to be consi-
dered for all political purposes), and we shall meet them
on the point. It is comparatively easy for « iniquity es-
tablished by law,” and rendered venerable by the practice
of ages, to make itself merry with the rights of men; but

* Many politicians of our time are in the habit of laying it down

as a self-evident proposition that no people onght to be tree till the
are fit to use their freedom, The maxim is worthy of the fool iﬁ
the old’ story, who resolved not to go into the water till he had
learned to swim. If men are to wait for liberty ﬁ.ll!’&hdy.ha.ve be-
they may indeed wait for ever,

come wise and good in slavery,
Macauluy's Essays, i. 42,




72 PREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE 1o

it ought to be cemiemberedy that it is not always ey,

safe in these stirring times.

I cannot allow the gubject to pass without dircetiy,
attention of the reader to the remarkably different iy ;-
ples on which the two communities of ancient Israq]
the one hand, and the British nation on the other, e,
established in regard to property in land. In the gu.‘;_
munity which, we all admit, God himself set up, they
were 601,730 (six hundred and one thousand, seven Jyy.
dred and thirty) pmprietors of land, each having an qual
share, for a population not exceeding at the utmost thy
millions of souls! But in Great Britain and Irelang
under a constitution, doubtless, the most glorious a |
happys both in church and state, that was ever devised
by man, there are, according to Mr. D'Israeli,* not mo
than about 240,000 (two hundred and forty thousand)
proprietors of land for a population of twenty-eight mil-
lions of people! Hine ille lachryme ! Hene
enormous competition for a subsistence among all class
throughout the three kingdoms., Hence the perpetual
ecurrence of scenes of frightful destitution, from the want
of employment, and the want even of the commonest
necessaries of life, among whole masses of the peopl
Hence the peeuliarly ominous aspect of the condition of
England question to all concerned | §

* In one of his speeches in the House of Commons 2l
years ago.

A time there was, ere England’s griefs began,
When every rood of ground maintained its mar
For him light labour spread her wholesome store,
Just gave what life required, and gave no morc
Tis best companions, innocence and healtl;

And his hest riches, ignorance of wealth.

Famine is the prevailing type in which peasant life seem
be printed throughout the whole district I traverse. It has bt
my habit, from time to time, to leave my car, and enter the cat
by the roadsides it was enough to melt a heart of ston |
people in them. In one instance, under the roof of a tum ile-t
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Let it not be supposed, however, that, in making such
a comparison, I have any wish for a redistribution of the
property of the country. I am no Communist or So-
cialist, although any man who honestly advocates the
cause of the people, whether at home or abroad, will be
sure to be subjected to that reproach. My object is very
different. Conceiving, as 1 do, that colonization is the
grand necessity of the times for the British people, it is
simply to inform the struggling classes of all grades of
society at home, for whom there is evidently no inherit-
ance provided in the land of their fathers, that there is
land enough and to spare for them all in the noble colo-
nies of Australia. We have seen the land ; and behold, it
is wery good ! and the gold of that land is good also. Let
them come to us in any numbers, under such able and
honest leadership as may easily be found, fo assist us in
setting up a government in that land, somewhat more on
God's model than on that of man,— a government based,
like that of ancient Israel, on universal suffrage, perfect
political equality, and popular election ; and under which,
moreover, they may all literally sit, each under his own vine,
and under his own fig-tree, and none lo make them afraid.

In regard to the bearing of Republican government on
the development of national spirit, national character, and
national virtue, I would beg to quote the following re-
1?1arks of the learned and eloquent historian of Greece on

house, I found a mother and some small children, the latter quite
n‘ak‘ed, mere skeletons. At another spot, a scarce-clad girl was
sitting at the door of a wretched hovel : I took from the well of m
car a loaf which I threw to her, In a moment a crowd of bei .
rushed from the eabin, and a struggle began for the prize, in w]Jl.;gs
all feelings for sex and age were forgotten. The pru.sh; eed, i
corn kail, with nettles, is now so sought after, that serio wdaml e
;s now gone to ;he corn by the poor creatures wli'r :]I::s tr;‘ﬁ
ive.— Corres, “Times™ .

g vrrespondent of the ““Times™ from the West of Treland, June,

B
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the result of the establishment of popular governmep ’
the City and State of Athens, after the subversion of 4,
selfish, effete, and unprincip[ed an oligarchy as that whi,,
has hitherto premiled; under the fostering care of .
Colonial Office, in the Australian Colonies.

«The grand and new idea of the Sovereign Peaple,

composed of free and equal eitizens, or liberty and equali,
— to use words which so profoundly moved the Frene
pation half a century ago — it was this comprehensiv,
political idea which acted with electric effect upon the
Athenians, creating within them a host of sentiments,

Il

motives, sympnthies, and capacities, to which they i
hefore been strangers. Demoeracy, in Grecian antiqui
possessed the privilege, not only of kindling an earnest
and unanimous attachment to the constitution in the
bosoms of the citizens, but also of ereating an energy of
public and private action, such as could never be ol-
tained under an oligarchy, where the utmost that could
be hoped for was a passive acquiescence and obedience,
. . . Herodotus, in his comparison of the three sorts
of government, puts in the front rank of the advantages of
demoeracy ‘its most splendid name and promise,’ its
power of enlisting the hearts of the citizens in support of
their constitution, and of providing for all a common
Dond of union and fraternity. This is what even demo-
eracy did not always do; but it was what no other go-
vernment in Greece could do : a reason alone sufficient to
stamp it as the best government, and presenting the
greatest chance of beneficial results, for a Grecian com-
munity.” ¥
I happened to reach the city of Rio de Janeiro, in the
Brazils, where I remained a fortnight, on my first voyi=
to New South Wales, in the month of January, 16
only a féw days after the country had thrown off the ¢
9f Pﬂrhlsﬁla and proclaimed its national existence and 1t

Y,

* History of Greece, By George Grote, Esq., vol. iv. - 24
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Tt was a period of extraordinary excitement
and enthusiasm ; and ¢griumphal arches, thrown across the
principal streets of the city, bearing in large letters the
inseription, Tndependencia 6 Murte, “Independence or
Death,” proclaimed the new-born liberties and awakened
spirit of the people. Don Pedro, the eldest son of the
King of Portugal, who happened to be in the country at
the time, adroitly placed himself at the head of the
movement, and guaranteeing liberal institutions to the
people, probably secured the country for a generation or
two for his family. But ¢ the new idea of the Sovereign
People” was evidently working the same changes at Rio
as it had done at Athens, and was visibly infusing new life
into thewhole community. T have twice visited the country
since (not at Rio, however, but at Pernambuco), in the
years 1839 and 1846 ; and depressed and borne down, as it
gtill is, under the prevalence of the two grand calamities
and curses of humanity, Popery and Slavery combined, it
was impossible nat to recognize the transforming influence
and beneficial working of popular freedom and national
independence. All public improvements in the country
were dated from the era of Independence. A National
System of education had been established on a popular
basis, free from all priestly control ; and a bill had been
actually under the consideration of the Brazilian Senate
for the legalization of the marriage of priests. The
bishops were complaining, in the meantime, that they
could find no eandidates for the priestly functions to keep
alive their effete superstition ; and the case of a Brazilian
fen}ale taking the veil was scarcely heard of. The monas-
tl.?l".lES were tumbling down, but schools and colleges were
o et e, v o
the c,reation of a BZchelr ¢ (;‘ La Eu l:Opean Unl!:re_rsity ek
versity of Olinda, the ml::si?a B s Bramh.an ¥ai-
America; and in ;'eturn for ’1"‘31‘311'? A et of

i 3‘2 etter of congratulation and
E

dependence.
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i
hich I addressed, in the Latin language
the graduate, 1 had the honour, some time after my 4.
of receiving a diploma of hongpy,,

rival in England, ¢ d
membership from the Literary Institute of that anciey

Cltiyn regard to the pearing of Republican institutions g,
public and private morals, and_o‘u the prevalence ang
practice of pure and undefiled religion, I think it must |y,
evident to the readers of Holy Secripture, that notwith-
standing their frequent national defections, the morals o
the nation of Israel were much purer under the Judges o
Presidents of the Hebrew Commonwealth, than under the
Kings : and as to the prevalence of that high-toned piet
which the law of God enjoins, we have an express testi-
mony on the subject which cannot be gainsaid. In that
dark and dismal period which preceded the fall of Jeru.
salem, and the temporary extinction of the Jewish State, it
_vas natural for the patriot and prophet Jeremiah, when ai-
ticipating and lamenting over the approaching ruin of his
country, to look back with a melancholy pleasure to thos
brighter and palmier days of its past history, when lsrael
valked with God, and God blessed Israel. And to what
period in the past history of his nation does he look fi
these glorious days? Is it to the reigns of Josiah and
Hlezekiahy these reforming kings of Judah? Isit to th
period of the warrior David, the sweet singer of Tsrael?
By no means. The prophet at once overleaps the whol
period of the monarchy, and recurs instinetively to the f
brighter and palmier periad of the infaney of the Hebrev
Commonwealth. I vemember thee, the kindness of Y
youtly the love of thine espousals, when thow wenl st after
e in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 1570
was holiness unto the Lord, the first-fruits of his t1eri’ i
Tliere isno reason to fear, therefore, eivher for more
or for religion, under a popular form of governmelt

good wishes w

* Jerem. ii. 2, 3.
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on the ancient and divinely aceredited basis

established ” ;
of universal suffrage, perfect political equality, and popular
election.

Sgerrony XVL.— A Frerm OnsECTION URGED —THE AUSTRALIAN

UNABLE TO DEFEND AND PROTECT THEM-
IN THE EVENT OF THEIR
AND WOULD,

CoLONIES WOULD BE
SELVES FROM FOREIGN AGGRESSION,
OBTAINING THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE,
THEREFORE, IF ABANDONED BY GREAT BRITAIN, VERY SOON

FALL INTO THE HANDS OF SOME OTHER POWER.

This is an argument against colonial freedom and in-
dependence, which is often put forth triumphantly by
those who find it to their personal advantage to keep
things as they are, and which is not without considerable
weight with timorous and nervous people ; but it only
requires to be looked at for a moment to feel assured of
its utter worthlessness. For who, I ask, are the enemies
with whom the Australian colonies, if free and independent,
would have to contend? Is it the wretched Aborigines
of their own territory ? Alas! most of them have already
disappeared from the face of the earth; the lust man of
the Sydney tribe or nation, once a comparatively nume-
rous hody of people, having died a few years ago! Is it
the New Zealanders or the South Sea Islanders? The
very idea is absurd. Isit the Malays of the Indian Archi-
pelago, or the adventurous subjects of the Emperors of
China and Japan? These inoffensive and unwarlike
people could never even find their way to the Australian
colonies. They have no idea where they lie, and have
probably never heard of them. It is evident, therefore,
e, e e S
B i Austmli:g;:ra.tlleople within the vlast
northwards and eastwards from ‘tl?ecg;tre’ B;ld ‘eXtendmg
to Cape Horn. N i pit Hlope

We must therefore louklf(:- the future enemies of free
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and independentAMiB among the civilized and O}y,
tian nations of Europe e Ameriea; and hefore o,

taining the very iden that any of these nations v,

commit any act of unP"D‘“’kt“I aggression upon g, ,
must do them the honour to supposc that they ape

better than the Seandinavian Sea-kings of the i),

ages — mere pirates and robbers — which they woulg ,

doubtless consider a very high compliment.  Away yig,

the unnatural and anti-Christian policy that would
proclaim the whole human race but ourselves «rogy,
and vagabonds,” and get Acts of Parliament passed, o
treaties and alliances formed, to denounce them, and

andl armies hired to put them down ! This was the poli ..
that saddled Great Britain with her eight hundred millions
of debt, and that has reduced whole masses of Tier popul.

tion, in the midst of all the elements of national w
and universal prosperity, to a state of suffering
wretchedness utterly discreditable to any civilized nai
. Considering then that we have nothing to |
external aggression in Australia, within the vast seni
circle extending northward and eastward from the
of Good Hope to Cape Horn, and that we have all
substantial proteetion besides that a four months’ vo
which it takes to reach us, implies, against the suppo:
Sea-kings — the pirate and robber States — of modin
Europe and America, we can easily afford to b
famous question of National Defences very coolly. T
Great Brtain herself, the only maritime powcer: in (
tendom that eould be supposed capable, even if they ]
sessed the inclination, of committing acts of aga'™

on free and independent Australia, are France, ©

sia, and America ; but so far from any of these g
Powers having the slightest inclination to m ddle with t
i‘“’mﬂcﬁ, I appeal to every intelligent reatt
S0 whether it would not be a far likelier cvent. ™ ’
E“’W‘ Wld have to send to these count
the Hidings of our freedom and independenc
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be received at Paris, and Petersburg, and Washington,
ywith the most cordial weleome, and be admitted at onee
into the great family of nations with the liveliest demon-
strations of joy.

The fact is, the only chance we have of hearing of war
in any shape in Australia for a century to come, lies in
our connection with Great Britain, as a group of her
many dependencies, And considering the warlike pro-
pensities of our worthy mother, and the character she has
so long sustained of being the prize-fighter and pay-mis-
tress of the world, our chance of peace under her wing is
at best but very precarious.™ If she chose to go to war,

* Colonists have generally mo predilection for war: they have
almost uniformly been dragged into it by the mother country, for
her own purposes, and not for theirs. Take a case in point: * Three
years before this period (anno 1698), King William had concerted
a plan for the general defence of the American settlements against
the French forces in Canada and their Indian allies; in conformity
with which, every colony was required to furnish a pecuniary con-
tingent proportioned to the amount of its population,—to be admi-
nistered according to the directions of the king. This plan was
submitted to all the provincial legislatures, and disregarded or rejected
by every one of them; the colonies most exposed to attack being
desirous of employing their forces in the manner most agreeable to
their own judgment and immediate exigencies; and those which
were more remote from the point of danger, objecting to participate
in the expense, Governor Nicholson clearly perceived the utility
of King William’s plan as a preparative of the ulterior object of a
General Government of the colonies: and though peace had now been
established, he determined to signalize his recent promotion, by
reviving the royal project and retrieving its failure. He ventured
accordingly to introduce this unwelcome proposition to the assembly
?f Virginia; and employed all the resources of his address : .
ingenuity to procure its adoption. He asserted that a fort on the
western frontier of New York was essential to the rity of Vir
ginia; and insisted that the legislature of this proy ' .
qmﬂylengnged by every consideration of pruden
generosity, to contribute to its erection and snp
ments, though backed by all the aid they could 1

]
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which she might do at any time, and on ayy Pt THE GOL i
in which we may not have the slightest imagi,,, 2 ense of war, as she would be bou_nd to do. I Yiai
. i . i \ o off Cape Leeuwin ; she would have others

terest, with any of the three great Powers I Ly, | frigates eruising 0 p g
tioned, what a noble chance there would bhe f, 1 ¥ off both Capes of New Zealand, a“ow t\)‘-riting and scarce
jan, or American frigates : T smy Cape Horn, where you are I 3 ;i ¢

French, or Russian, erican frigates an Privat stormy Cap ¢ o e Ll -

able to guide the pen :
the ship in this tempestuous sea.” Bemdes., she would
have ships of war eruising along our whole line of 'coast,
: S i P ol

- i and oceasionally enlivening us with their presencein o
B u°n ond Liverpool h: bﬁt‘ ; d{vhat is best of all, she would make her own
their valuable eargoes of fine wool and tallow, coppep g0 harbours ; an ; 4 e
1d! Beside hould I b [ and peaple pay all the expenses, without asking a farthing fron
g ¥ L e ws!”t Now thisis a great deal too much for Great Bri-
occasional interlude as‘the burning of our towns oy { tai;n o do for us, We lave o < Ay S,
coast, and the destruction of our ships in port; whic her to the slightest trouble or expense in the matter, or to

would be enacted from no imaginable hostility to us 4 tax her people 2 single farthing for our protection and

to cruize off Cape Leeuwin to pick up the oy
JULWard.

bounders, or off the North and South Capes of \-

Zealand, to alter the destination and ownership of |,

A-ustralians, or colonists, but simply to annoy our puena. defence—simply because it is quite unnecessary. Let her
cious parent mn Lof‘d‘mf only give us our freedom and independence, and we pro-
#“0h! but that is the very case in point,” 1 shall | mise her we will live at peace with all the world, — for
told. * Great Britain would defend and protect us i this good reason, if for no better, that we could not afford
‘ . and she will in the meantime save the ex-
:xn ;h:hWis:l anc.lﬂsuggestiog of :ihe king, proved totally una ;(:E; ?f“];il; ’p:oI?o;ed :;,va]l armament for the protectiun
(= osition experienced an un ified rejection fi bl
Assembils]r.opmcholson,pasmnished andm;_tf‘i__:ij{ ""l;l‘l" and defence of Australia in the event of a European
_ﬁtme, hastened fo transmit a report of the proceeding to the king g
in which he strongly reprobated the refractory 'spil‘i[. of the Vi The notable idea, which was seriously put JpNE bwo or
nians, and urged the propriety of compelling them yet to acknoy three years ago by the London Morning Chronicle, that
ledge their duty, and consult their true interests. William vwis s if Great Britain should abandon her Australian colonies,
anr moved by this re!msemmnn? Rt dommend to the Pros some other European power would take them up, scarcely
ssembly a'more deliberate consideration of the governor's propos deserves the slightest notice. From the passage above

;f;n‘i and he even condescended to repeat the arguments whi
c olson had?h‘endy unsuceessfully employed. But these reasu
Bdined 1o additional currency from the stamp of royal sa

quoted from Mr. Grote’s History of Greece, the reader
will doubtless infer that fo fake a free and independent
g;k::fzpmject encountelred again the most determined reject :::il::r{);v;]:l?ss: Ecl:nm;t\hmgdvery dlﬂ'ere.nt fom e me?e\'
i B BiE aroument clicited from them only . gf by 8 eu'bpen ency. Be:ﬂdes,_a‘lthough the
b sespecHful remonstrance, in which they declared (hei* ¢ yoke of Britain is galling enough to the British colonists
bt ) that .l}t‘.lther the forts then in being, nor any other t
deguehhmt' a0 the province of New York, could in the _
ﬂtﬁl‘ﬂﬂm defence and gecurity of \"jr;,-_inin: for that el

* This was written when actually doubling Cape Horn, with a
strong northwesterly gale, and a heavy sea, in latitude 582 South.
50 SRR ok -

J‘e: ?ﬂmgwf mﬁ ._‘x_mnhem Indians might invade this colony, 4™ 1Vhelh e ddll'ﬂ?lt el plecmm:’ WL
HSwithin 100 miles of any of those forts’ Gra er the war be with Johnny Heki or with the Kaffirs,

hame:, Pl
-‘.I e m"‘“"? of the United States of Ameriea, vol. iil. p- 14 John Bull must pay the expenses;;‘gl‘}ﬂc Translation,
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to the different States of Greoce ; as it served, iy Numergy,
instances, to presesvatha public peace when there )
otherwise have been fleree commotions and civil v,
But in far move BUMErOUs INStances cimipag,, -
colonization in ancient Gﬂe::" ";“h'rhim'l'-w:-w:.«-u in
lation. Fith a fine climate, 4 fortilo
:;ﬁ:l:d;::{l::l:wmd trade, and o popular govep,
ment, mul“u sould aoubtless incrense, on (e main
land and in Gh.i“ﬁl Gireoce, with prodigious rapidity
and an outlet for that population would soon come ).
considered one of the fivst necessitios of every Gy,
State,  Certaln portions of their tervitory alvo, ay for i,
stance Attiea, and eertain of the islands, being nnturally

sterile and unpraductive, the inhabitants necessily |1,
came & maritime and commercial people; who won

obtained & suflicient acquaintance with the cnpubilitios of

semote countries for the settlement of colonics, and 1
svhom thevefore emigration would be a far less formidible
affair than to the ploddillg il.gl'i(!ll]flll‘i.-«l. Girecinn colonis
avere thus formed suecessively in all the distant Joealiie
enumerated MVQG some adventurons individunl of stand
ing and talent putting himsell at the head of the move
ment, and mhiﬂg & numerous party amoug his fellow
citizens to form & settlement in some new-found-lond, o
Ahie State asswming the initiative in the matter, by o deor
of mw’wplﬂ. and sending forth the colonists
with the best wishes of their country, and with all th
solemnities of H“gl(m. The Grecian colony wa IIH.
m m‘ m!ﬂ'd betore it embarked ; and it went
Mﬁa waswarm of bees from the parent hive, to

pRodusethe hiole framework of socicty, according 10
dthdl’ native llulll, in the |\|;u‘|- of their op
settlement, fur, far away.

:-_ .—“ difference there must hove been
golonization in such cireumatanc
BRSRAble affuie thiat we call coloniz
oCkaeks, man of all ranks in ocic!
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-ﬂg{hnlmm and oceupations, went forth on the great
ndertaking, and staked their eharacter and their fortunes
1 the issue; but they all went forth from the same
miother-city or State, and they were all perfectly ne-
quaintod with each other before they started on their
noble undertaking.  Aw an embryo community, they had
all from the fivst the same interesting associations, and
'ﬁp same endearing recollections of the land they had
ft; they had all the same objects and interests, the same
feclings and views in the land of their adoption,  The
: ightly and enterprising Tonian from Athens was not
neommoded with the presence of the dull Beeotian from
hebes, or the plodding Dorian from the plain of Argos,
Jonians, Aolians, and Doviens had all their separate
~ colonies; and every Greek emigrant found himself on his
- arrival in his adopted country in the midst of his old
~ neighbours, and countrymen, and friends, They all left
the same locality in the old country, and they all settled
- together in the new.
~ Under our colonization system, people of a eertain
- eluss only—people who have somehow lost their way in
the world—people who have tried every thing at home
and have uniformly failed == people who have already
enched, or are fast verging towards the lower walks of
e=people of this kind assemble from all quarters of
@ threo kingdoms, and meet together for the first time
some great shipping port, as, for instance, Liverpoal.
like the companions of Aneas, they requive no Iong
Agation to earry them to the land of the Harpies ; for,
ukelihnud, they find them there ; and they suffer fur
@ from the sharks on land than they are ever likely
om the sharks at seq, They pay their fare at longth,
h did when he went to go unto Tarshish i and they
wi into the sides of the vessol, with heavts perhaps
ither for sleep or for tears, ench ay utterly unue-
od with Dis numerous f‘ulluw-plmm' us they
" m. On arriving in their adopted country, after
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a few weeks’ intercourse and acquairftmmo on hoard ship,
they again separate for ever, one going to the north g,
another to the south, and a third to the west; an falling.
as they now do, among utter strangers, the mora| .
straints of their native vicinage are gradually weak .,
and perhaps completely lost.*

# The following graphic description of modern British e0loniz.
tion is extracted from the celebrated sp(.'ceh. of the late Chrleg
Buller, Esq., M.P., on Systematic Colo.nmatmn. delivered in the
House of Commons, on the 6th of April, 1843. 1 cannot ady:
however, with Mr. Buller, Mr. Wakefield, and Bishop Hinds, tly
it was the formation of eonviet colonies that brought emigratiog
into disrepute in Greéat Britain. The thing had been done, o whole
gentury before conviet colonization was thought of. It was (i
Iust of empire on the part of the mother-country, and British mis-
government of the colonies, that brought emigration into disfavour
from the very first; but this must now be too obvious to require
additional proof.

“ And thus was colonization always conducted, until all our ideas
on the subject were perverted by the foundation of conviet rn]cw~.
and emigration being associated in men’s minds with transportation
was looked upon as the hardest punishment of guilt, or necessity of
poverty. It got to be resorted to as the means of fclnumnu parishes
of their paupers; and 8o sprung up that irregular, ill-regulated e
gration of a meré labouring class which has been one of the
anomalies of our time. The State exercised not the slightest con-
trol over the hordes whom it simply allowed to leave want in 0n¢
part of the empire for hardship in another; and it [Jw']‘lll'\-’i-l‘\l I.l..ll
conveyance of human heings to be carried on just as the avidity 2
rashness of shipowners might choose. I am drawing no picture of
4 mere faneiful nature, but am repeating the solemn Llr-ﬂ‘l“""l"'
the legislature of Lower Canada, confirmed by Lord \I““h.l“‘.‘,l..-
report, when I say that the result of this careless, s‘h;mwinﬂl neg o
of the emigrants was, that hundreds and thousands of ||l‘:'l.=«,
damilies walled in their rags from the quays of Liverpool : e
WM unsound ships, in which human beings wer <"-|=“'h-l :
wkh empty space which timber s m] }.',{,h‘:.'.:\rﬂull‘u-;
m. RERAES Yoyage. Ignorant themselves, :m:l B pufere

the of the requisites of such a voyage, the)
privations of necessary food and clot]

. - . ] the
e i igee ; and
M bad air were sure to engender diseast; 2

] by

H T gLuel
1ing ; Bt
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What is termed Government Emigration is something
lly exceptionable with all this — equally heartless.
stead of directing the emigrant ships to proceed suc-
vely to different ports in the United Kingdom — as
or instance to the east and west coasts of England and
otland, respectively, and to the north and south of
land — where there would at least be some chance of
ple emigrating in considerable numbers from the same
cality, the Government Bounty emigrants are collected
y a regular staff of whippers-in from all parts of the
ree kingdoms, and forwarded by steamboat to Ply-
mouth — a place which nineteen out of every twenty of
them have probably never heard of before — where the
Government commissioners have adepdt, into which these
emigrants (many of whom are exceptionable enough) are
- collected from all quarters, like slaves from the interior of
- Afvica in some great barracoon on the coast: the sequel
. being precisely the same as in the Liverpool private ships.

And this is what we presume to call colonization, for-
sooth, and to compare with that of the ancient Greeks |

‘ The third of the causes of emigration and colonization
~ in ancient Greece was, according to Seneca, the favour-

ships that reached their destination in safety, generally deposited
ome contagious fever, together with a mass of beggary, on the
uays of Quebec and Montreal. No medical attendance was re-
ed by law, and the provision of it in some ships was a creditable
ception to the general practice. Of course, where o little thought
taken of men’s physical wants, their moral wants were even less
for; and as the emigrants went withont any minister of re-
or schoolmaster in their company, so they settled over the
deserts of Canada without church or schaol among them.
table tradesmen and men posscssed of capital shrunk from
Aassociations ; and if their necessities compelled them to quit
Own country for a new one, they went as a matter of course
United States. The idea of a gentleman emigrating was
it unheard of, unless he emigrated for a while as o placeman ;
[ recollect when Colonel Talbot was regarded as a kind of
t monomaniac, who, from some strange caprice, had com-
8 folly of residing on his noble Canadian estate.”
G

nt
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able reports that were given of the new or intendeq .
lony. When the settlement was once successfully fo,, d,
it would naturally attract emigrants from the mothe,
or State, in ymportion to the tidings of the success of rhl-
first adventurers; and thus all the three great divisioy, of
the Grecian race— the Ionians, the /Eolians, apg
Dorians, corresponding to the English, Irish, and Scq,
of our own muntry,-—had each their whole series of colo-
nies, both in the east and west, which would all serve 44
favourite centres of attraction to the adventurous youtl, of
their respective races.

In the meantime the extensive commerce which woylg
originate in so vast a colonial system would afford 4
boundless market for the various products of the national
industry of Greece, and supply her looms, her workshoys,
her dockyards, and her furnaces, with the raw produce
for her different manufactures; while the lofty fame of

_ her statesmen and generals, her historians and philoso.

phers, her orators and poets, her architects and sculptors
and painters, would fill her academies with the ingenuous
youth of every remote colony, and concentrate upon her
the admiration of the world. In such a state of thing
erime would be eomparatively rare; for there would be
plenty of employment at remunerating wages for all classes,
while all would enjoy in comparative abundance hoth th
necessaries and the comforts of life. In short, I can coi-
ceive of no substantial advantage of colonization which
Greece Proper must not have enjoyed in a very higl
degree in the midst of Ler vast colonial empire; and it
amostifying to reflect that while Greece so nobly fulfillcd
‘her evident and undoubted mission in the ancient vorld
a8 the great colonizing power of antiquity, that }’H“'“
which has so evidently been called by Divine Provide I
10 ocenpy the same distinguished place in the ]-th F
world, and which enjoys facilities for the purpose of W™
the oftiest Smaginations of Greece could never i
dreamt, should have hitherto neglected in great “""xllllll
tofollowherbright example, and failed for the 10! pas
to realize the same magnificent results.

have
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SectioN V.—Is CoLONIZATION ONE OF THE LosT Arts?
-u
It seems to be the general impression that, like several
~others of the useful arts of life, that were long success-

 fully practised by the ancients, but are utterly unknown

iﬁ the moderns, colonization, that noblest of all the arts,
has been entirely lost; and the comparative results we
have given above of Grecian and British colonization are
_‘El-‘ll'e.ly sufficient to prove that the idea is well founded.
For whole centuries in succession, colonization served to

-~ carry off the redundant population of Greece, and to se-

cure plenty of employment at remunerating wages, and
abundance of all things for those who remained. Has
British colonization ever had the slightest effect on the
cnormous redundancy of the population of Britain, with
the single exception of the recent depopulation of Ireland

~ —a faet, taking it with all its attendant circumstances, in
 the highest degree discreditable to any civilized country ?

Has it done anything to ensure to the myriads of la-
ourers, and artisans, and operatives of all classes, « a fair
's wages for a fair day’s work,” For the redundant
ulation of the higher and middle classes of society, for
m an eligible outlet is as prime a necessity of life as it
or the most unskilled labourers in the land, British
ization has hitherto done nothing whatever, And
t has it done in the way of carrying off the dangerous
s of society of all grades, from the Parliamentary
or to the humblest socialist and leveller in the
~ Why, they are all here yet, ready for anything
ay present itself in the mysterious future ! It has
nething indeed in the way of showing what might
under a system at all charaeterised by common
common honesty, for the creation of a market

duce of the mother-country, and for raising
e 2
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raw material for her manufactures. But the tiif ), I

done in either way, in eomparison with what g, Mgk
have done, is perfectly contemptible. I think it quite fyiy,
therefore, to regard eolonization on a system at 4] ade.
quate to the urgent necessities of the case, as one of the
lost arts.

It is so regarded at least by some of the ablest o
of the day. Mr. Edward Gibbon Wakefield, one of (J,q
writers, very justly speaks of our national system of ¢oloy;.
zation in the following disparaging terms: —

o use a heedless expression of the Quarieriy Royioy,
it renders the colonies ‘unfit abodes for any but conviets,
paupers, and desperate or needy persons.” It cures thos
who emigrate in spite of it, of their maladic du pays. It
is the one great impediment to the overflow of Britajn’
excessive capital and labour into waste fields, which, if
cultivated into new markets, would increase the hom
field of employment for capital and Ilabour. It ha
placed colonization itself among the lost arts, and is thus
a negative cause of that excessive competition of capital

with eapital, and labour with labour, in a limited field of

employment for both, which is now the condition of Ing
land and the difficulty of her statesmen.”
It is remarkable,” observes the Rev. Dr. (now Bishop
Hinds, late Dean of Carlisle, in a paper embodicd in M.
Wakefield's recent work, “that notwithstanding the greater
facilities which modern times afford for the settlement zll‘it.|
growth of colonies, the ancients were more successiul
~with theirs than we are with ours. If we look back on
H‘my of Greek emigrations especially, we find many
10us enterprises indeed, owing sometimes to the -‘“”"‘
the new settlement being ill-chosen, som times
Ities and dangers of rude and unskilful nav*
times again, to the imprudence of settlers, s

neighbours embroiling the infant stiie ;:'
€ it was strong enough to }mﬂ"'f'F A II
golony to escape accidents of this kind;
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was generally so efficient in itzelf, so well organized and
uipped, as to thrive; and this at far less cost, it would
m, and with less looking after, on the part of the parent
e, than is usually bestowed (and often bestowed in
) on our colonial establishments. After a few years,
2 colony was seen, not unfrequently, to rise into a condi-
on of maturity that afforded support or threatened rivalry
to the state that had lately called it into existence.
4 ¢ Qur colonies are, in fact, far less liable to those acci-
~dents which have been alluded to as occasionally inter-
ring with the success of those of ancient times, hoth
om the greater stock of useful knowledge, and from the
greater power and wealth possessed by those who now
send out colonies. And yet how many instances are there
f modern European states, carefully providing for a new
lantation of its people — expending on it ten times as
" much money and labour as sufficed in earlier ages; and
~ still this tender plant of theirs will be stunted and sickly ;
- and, if it does not die, must be still tended and nursed
~ like an exotic. At length, after years of anxious looking
after, it is found to have cost the parent state more than
Jit is worth; or, perhaps, as in the case of the United
Btates, we have succeeded in rearing a child that disowns
parent — that has acquired habits and feelings, and a
1e and character incompatible with that political aropyy
Fhich colonies formerly are represented as entertaining,
tough generations, for the mother-country,”
nd again, — .
“Want presses a part of the population of an old-esta~
ed community such as ours. Those who are suffering
7 this pressure are encouraged to go and settle them-
elsewhere, in a country whose soil, perhaps, has
‘ascertained to be fertile, its elimate healthy, and its
b cireumstances favourable for the enterprise.  The
ion of our arms, and the benefit of free commer-
tercourse with. us and with other nations, are held
inducements to emigrate. We are liberal, perhaps
G 3
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profugg, in our grants of aid from the pllbll(‘ purse, W,
moreover furnish for our helpless community 5 goven,.
ment, and perhaps laws; and appoint over they, S0me
tried eivil or military servant of the state, to be succe, ded
by others of the same high eharacter. Our ney spapers
are full of glowing pictures of this land of milk and oy, v,
All who are needy and discontented — all who see) i
vain at home for independence and comfort and fyyyy,
wealth, are called upon to seize the golden moment, yg
repair to it
“iFal
Quid statis? Nolint. Atque licet esse beatis!’

Those who do go, have, for the most part, made a reluc-
tant choice between starvation and exile. They go, often
indeed with their imaginations full of vague notions of
future riches, for which they are nothing the better: Lu
they go, with a conseiousness of being exviled ; and when
they arrive at their destination it is an exile.”

And again, after alluding to the wonderful superiority
of the Greeks in the art of colonization, the worthy
bishop adds, —

“1f the art of founding such colonies as theirs be in-
deed one of the arfes perdite, it is well to be sensible of
the difference and the cause of it, that we may at least not
deceive ourselves by calculating on producing similar ef-
fects by dissimilar and inadequate means.”

Seorrox VI — Quick SALVE For BAD Sorps; or THE TREE O
EXGL18H SOCIETY TO BE TRANSPLANTED To THE COLONIES!

And what is the panacea which this worthy Dbishop,
who has evidently had no colonial experience, pl<'|>"‘
mwy e cure of these serious national evils’
nust 4 Lim to state it in his own words:—

e mair cause of this difference may be stated 1t
few mﬁ"”‘ send out eolonies of the limbs, without
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) lly and the head ;—of needy persons, many of them
upers, or even criminals ; colonies made up of «
class of persons in the community, and that the
b helpless, and the most unfit to perpetuate our na-
al character, and to become the fathers of a race
habits of thinking and feeling shall correspond to
ose which, in the meantime, we are cherishing at home.
ancients, on the contrary, sent out @ representation of
2 parent state — colonists from all ranks. We stock the
m with ereeping and climbing plants, without any trees
firmer growth for them to entwine round. A hop-
ound left without poles, the plants matted confusedly
together, and scrambling on the ground in tangled heaps,

- with here and there some clinging to rank thistles and
- hemlocks, would be an apt emblem of a modern colony.
- They began by nominating to the honourable office of

captain or leader of the colony, one of the chief men, if
not the chief man of the state, — like the queen-bee lead-
ing the workers. Monarchies provided a prince of the

- blood royal; an aristocracy its choicest nobleman; a
- democracy its most influential citizen. These naturally
carried along with them some of their own station in life,

their companions and friends ; some of their immediate
pendents also — of those between themselves and the
vest class ; and were encouraged in various ways to do
The lowest class again followed with alacrity, because
y found themselves moving with, and not away from
state of society in which they had been living. It
s the same social and political union under which they
been born and bred; and to prevent any contrary
ression being made, the utmost solemnity was observed
sferring the rites of pagan superstition. They
ed with them their gods— their festivals — their
3 all, in short, that held together, and kept entire
bric of society as it existed in the parent state.
g was left behind that could he moved, — of all

heart or eye of an exile misses. The new colony
G 4
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was made to appear as if time or chance had redyee ih
whole community to smaller dimensions, leaving g ;)
1 1

essentially the same home and country to its Survivin,

members. It consisted of a general contribution of menm-

bers from all elasses, and so became, on its first set]oy,, o
a mature state, with all the component parts of that J.Jr!j
sent it forth. It was a transfer of population, therefore
which gave rise to no sense of degradation, as if th ¢,
nists were thrust out from a higher to a lower description
of community.”

Again, speaking of the emigration of the humls
classes — “the unedueated clown, the drudging mechanic
— the bishop proceeds :—

¢ He has been accustomed, perhaps, to sce the Squire’s
hiouse and park; and he misses this object, not only wi
his wants, which found relief there, recur ; but simply 1
cause he, from a child, has been accustomed to see oentry
in the land.” T

And how is this desideratum to be supplied, that a
veritable eolonial aristocracy may exist, so that the “ w-
educated elown, or drudging mechanic,” may cnjoy the
interesting and enlivening prospect of a < squire’s house
and park, and of gentry in the land” of his adoption?
Why, the bishop shall again answer the guestion himself: —

“ Offer an English gentleman of influence, and comye-
tent fortune (though such, perhaps, may fall short of lis
wishes) a sum of money, however large, to quit his hom
permanently and fake a share in the foundation of @
eolony; and the more le possesses of those generous
; M of character which qualify him for the part he would
~liave to act, the less likely is he to accept the bribe. Dul
Mm a patent of nobility for himself and his heirs,—
offer him an hiereditary station in the government of the
fM"‘wt}F; and there will be some chance of hi:
%ﬁa proposal.  And he would not go alone
H’”W%ﬁ»éf@lh“@d by some few of those who ar
woving in the same soeciety with him, — near lations,
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te friends. He wonld be followed by some, too, of
ermediate grade between him and the mass of needy
ons that form the majority of the colony, — his inter-
e dependents, — persons connected with them, or
the members of his household, And if not one, but
half-dozen gentlemen of influence were thus tempted
‘the sacrifice would be less felt by each, and the num-
of respectable emigrants which their united influence
Id draw after them so much greater. A colony so
ed would fairly represent English society, and every
w comer would have his own class to fall into; and to
atever class he belonged he would find its relation to
e others, and the support derived from the others, much
he same as in the parent country. There would then be
little more in Van Diemen’s Land, or in Canada, revolt-
‘ing to the habits and feelings of an emigrant than if he
- had mevrely shifted his residence from Sussex to Cumber-
land or Devonshire,—little more than a change of natural
@ scenery.”

. And again the worthy bishop adds: —

- The desirable consummation of the plan would be,
hat a specimen or sample, as it were, of all that goes to
ke up society in the parent country should af ance be
nsferred to its colony. Instead of sending out bad
dlings, and watching their uncertain growth, let us try
@ perfect tree will not bear tramsplanting : if it
eds, we shall have saved so much expense and trouble
€ rearing ; as soon as it strikes its roots into the new
b will shift for itself.”

he same effect, the late Charles Buller, Esq., M. P,
s famous speech on Systematie Colonization, delivered
ouse of Commons on the 6th April, 1843, insists
the same specific of a complete transference of the
e fabric of English society to the colonies*

you wish colonies to be rendered generally useful

serted as an Appendix to Mr, Wakefield’s work,
a5
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to all classes in the mother-country — if you wig|, (.,
to be prosperous, to reflect back the civilization, g4
habits, and feelings of their parent stock, and 1o b 4,
long to remain integral parts of your empire — care shouiy
be taken that society showld be carried out in something of
the form in which i i seen at home — that it should .
tain some, at least, of all the elements that go to mal. i up
here, and that it should continve under those influcices 1,
are found Wfar keeping us together in harmony,
On such prineiples alone have the foundations of s
cessful colonies been laid.  Neither Phaenician, nor Greel
nor Roman, nor Spaniard — no, nor our own great fore.
fathers — when they laid the foundations of an Europea
society on the eontinent, and in the islands of the Wester
World, ever dreamed of colonizing with one class of
society by itself; and that the most helpless for shifting
for itself. The foremost men of the ancient republic:
ded forth their eolonies ; each expedition was in itscll an
epitome of the society whieh it left; the solemn rites of
religion blessed its departure from its home; and it hor
with it the images of its gountry’s gods, to link it for ever
by a eommon worship fo its ancient home. The govern-
ment of Spain sent its dignified clergy out with some of
its first colonists.  The noblest families in Spain sent theil
youngest sons to settle in Hispaniola, and Mexico, and
Peru, R‘lﬂish quitted a brilliant court, and the highes
spheres of politieal ambition, in order to lay the founda-
ﬂﬂl of the Golony Of Virginm; Lord Baltimore and the
best Catholic families founded Maryland ; Penn was o
~courtier before he beeame a colonist ; a set of noble pro
w established Carolina, and intrusted the framing
‘of its econstitution to John Locke ; the highest hereditary
rank in this eountry below the peerage was established 1n
connexion with the settlement of Nova Scotia, an .,‘,.-!.
Mp Sir Harey Vane, Hampden, and Cromvet
did Mmﬂ the prospect of a colonial carcer. In al
mmmhiﬂs&ion was of every cluss. The ma
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does the mass everywhere, contributed its labour alone ;
ut they were encouraged by the presence, guided by the
nsels, and supported by the means of the wealthy and
“educated, whom they had been used to follow and honour
their own country. In the United States the constant
nd large migration from the old to the new states is a
ration of every class; the middle classes go in quite as
rge proportion as the labouring ; the most promising of
e educated youth are the first to seek the new career,
d hence it is that society sets itself down complete in
all its parts in the back settlements in the United States ;
- that every political, and social, and religious institution of
~ the old society is found in the new at the outset; that
- every liberal profession is abundantly supplied ; and that,
 as Captain Marryat remarks, you find in a town of three
or four years’ standing, in the back part of New York or
Ohio, almost every luxury of the old cities.”

In short, Mr. Buller's panacea is precisely the same as
the Bishop's — the tree of English society must be care-
fully taken up, with a good ball of earth round the roots,
- and transplanted whole and entire to Canada or Australia.
- I suspect, however, that both the Bishop and Mr. Buller
- got this tree originally from the Wakefield Nursery ; for
it was generally understood that, in the year 1840, when
the article of which the following is an extract was pub-
lished in the late Colonial Gazette, on the 21st of May,
that year, Mr. Edward Gibbon Wakefield was the
nspring and chief supporter of that journal :—

It has been mooted, of late years, whether coloniza-
be not one of the lost arts. The question was sug-
ed by a comparison between the signal advancement
f the colonies of Ancient Greece, which commonly
lled, and sometimes surpassed, their Parent States in
‘than a century, and the slow progress of modern
nization towards wealth and greatness. But the
on was solved as soon as asked : if the art of colo-

on were lost it has been recovered, by the inquiry
a6
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which has made known the eauses of rapid advancey,, ¢
in the one case, and of stagnation in the other,

“In ancient eolonization the powers of society .,
transplanted complete. The colony was matured 1,
its departure, by the most eareful preparation ; it (o,
prised all ranks and elasses — the most eminent citiy,
in war and learning; & martial army for land or seq; 4
abundance of slaves, as the means of ample producti,
It earried with it, too, renowned teachers for inten e
schools; and the sacred fire, which was religious pre-
served, for temples to be built. Its removal was like the
transplanting of' a full-grown tree, with sufficient prcq-
tions for its growth in a new situation ; so that the only
change was the change of place.

“Modern colonization, on the other hand, has, for th
most part, been a loose seramble, and, at best, very de-
fective in some important particulars. A good lalf, it
has been reckoned, of the settlements which have ema
nated from Modern Europe, actually perished from want
of foresight and preparation ; and the most prosperous of
them have exhibited a long struggle of a moral or ccono-
mical kind, which might have been averted by the
adoption of the Greek principle of forecast and com-
pleteness.” 1

This idea, which passed for a profoundly original on
at the time, ook remarkably well in the United Kingdon
It made the complete round of the British periodical
press, and served, like the celebrated Paganini’s singl
mng, as the cord on which every “able editor” in

the land, whether metropolitan or provincial, played off

'&"“Mﬂ" or “series of articles” on ¢ Systematic
‘mr” forsooth | explaining, till the thing Iu-f'llwltl
: eous, that what fe meant by “ colonization
‘emigration,” or a mere “ghovelling out of
it the tnnlplantation to the colonies of th

glhish soeiety and civilization, roots and
i for granted, therefore, that, in the
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ng settlement of No-man's-Land, which was
formed about that period, on the newly disco-
principle of colonization, this tree will be found
ng with remarkable luxuriance ; so that the famous
an “hbird called the Roc” will build its nest every
its topmost hranches, while that ancient mariner,
bad the sailor,” will be seen reposing under its shade.
'he fact is, this idea of the transplantation to a colony
e whole tree of English society, is the merest fallacy
inable. It has no foundation whatever either in
on or in experience; and the circumstance of its
ng taken so remarkably at the time it was put forth,
ly shows how exceedingly gullible both the press and
the people of England uniformly are on all subjects
ating to the colonies. The truth is they see and feel
‘universally that they are all wrong somehow, and  out of
order” in their colonial system; and they catch at any
Morrison’s or Holloway’s pills that may be offered them
to “ put them to rights.” And when such national « pills "
are duly ¢ gilded” and advertised by men of mark in the
world, like the late Mr, Buller, Bishop Hinds, and M,
akefield, who is there who would not provide bimself
a four and sixpenny box ?
 The simple truth is, the tree of English society is inca-
ble of transplantation to any colony under the sun. It
uld never stand the salt.water. It would be sure to lose
etative power in crossing the Line. And ifit lived at
reach Australia or New Zealand, it would soon
and die in the midst of the far stronger and
er indigenous vegetation. I
idea of the transplantation of the tree of English
to the colonies proceeds on the notable assump !
such a transplantation took place, the diffe
It society — the trunk, the roots, the branches, and
aves — would preserve the same relative proportions
other, and maintain the same relative distances as
ent soil.  Now any person who has had the
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slightest colonial experience knows that the very reverse

this is the fact. Suppose, for instance, that the popula,,
of a whole English county eould be transplanted — ¢y,
individual with the precise amount of property and qualifi-
cations he possesses at home — to some favourable localit
comprising perhaps a million of acres of land of averyg,
quality in Australia, the goodly tree of English socie,
would be nowhere recognizable in a single twelvemont), -
the relative proportions of its different parts would |
hopelessly destroyed, and the relative distances perhaps iy
no instance preserved. The man who had carricd ous
plenty of money with him, without the requisite ability to
lay it out advantageously, would be sure to lose it, if no:
in extravagant living, at least in unnecessarily expensiy

improvements, and in unprofitable and ruinous specula-
tions; while * the uneduecated clown” Joe Tomkins per-
haps, who commeneed as a day labourer, and had reared
a comfortable cottage for his family with his own hand

on the bit of ground he had purchased with his first
savings, would very soon work himself up into the pos-
session of a well-eultivated and well-stocked colonial farm;
and as he looked around him on his rapidly increasing
property, and his fat white-haired urchins of colonial
children playing happily around him, instead of being
oppressed with the absence of  the squire’s house and
park,” about which the worthy Bishop fancies he must be
perpetually dreaming, he will have learned to sing, what
was once the old English, but is now the colonial, song—

“When Adam delved and Eve span,
Where was then the gentleman ?”

*“Hal but I am much mistaken if that is not the old
squire himself, riding up leisurely among the trees yonder,
on his old racer. He has been spending a great deal of
money o no good purpose in draining a swamp, and has

‘got rather behind. He is coming [ dar
say toaskSome assistance from Tomkins, who 4
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' a common labourer in his parish in England,
very badly of. He used then to call him Joe;
are a little changed now. 1 will just make a note
‘conversation.

Tomhins.— Good morrow, Squire.

g.— Good morning, Mr. Tomkins! Pray, would
ae me with the loan of one of your teams for a
two, to help me in with my stuff; for these fellows
ving me in dozens, and we are sadly behind with
thing ?

Tomhins.— With all my heart, Squire; I'll send
two of my lads, with a couple of teams ; for we have
oot all #» here, and can help a neighbour at a pinch.

- Squire.— Thank you! Thank you! Mr. Tomkins.”

" Theidea, therefore, that colonization, properly so called,
‘bears any resemblance in its nature and results to the
transplantation of a full-grown tree from its native soil in
England to some favourable field beyond seas, is utterly
untenable ; being based on an assumption which is con-
trary alike to reason and to uniform experience. What
then, it may be asked, does colonization resemble ? Why,
suppose a chemist should take a handful of chemical salts,
all of different component parts and qualities, and throw
them all together into some common solvent, say boiling
r,— they will all dissolve, and nothing but the pure ele-
nent will appear for a time to the naked eye. But as the
ater cools and evaporates, a number of specks, or centre-
of crystallization, will appear throughout the liquid ;
these will gradually attract the floating particles of
nial character, till the whole mass arranges itself
» new forms of crystallization, as perfect and heautiful
he first, but in all likelihood totally different in their
nent parts and qualities. In like manner, take
n any number from all classes of society in the
ountry,— from Prince Albert to Albert, ouvrier,—
them down together upon the shore of some colony
found-land, the original qualities and proportions of
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the different component parts of the mass will so ;
; g

appear; society, so to speak, will assume a new for,
0

erystallization, exhibiting totally different phases 4,
qualities from the first ; and nature’s own aristocracy l“.l‘l ;‘
rise to the surface in the process, and assume, by m,“”
versal consent, the place to which it is entitled. Typ il.i-
pre-eminently absurd, and contrary to all experience Tﬂ'
suppose that society can possibly exist long in anv (-rjpu‘,l
try without exhibiting /eads as well as (ails. With f'];[
permission, therefore, of Mr. Wakefield, Bishop Hinds
an.d the executors of the late Mr. Buller, I will hew :Ium;
this beautiful tree of theirs, and burn it off; as it stands
very much in the way of efficient colonization. l
Before doing so, however, I must have one word more
with the Bishop about the notable expedient of creating A
uistocra.cy for the colonies, which he suggests as a :‘Fr?r
qua non towards efficient colonization, It is the more
necessary to attend to this point, as the idea has recently
bhen started in New South Wales by Mr. Justice Dickin-
son, one of the puisne judges of that colony. Mr. Dickin-
gon proposes that there should be a certain number of
B.aronet.cies of New South Wales, obtainable on the con-
dltmn. of purchasing a certain extent of waste land, and
carrying out a eerfain number of free emigrants to occupy
and eultivate it; while the Crown should have the ]mw"t'
of ereating a certain number more without purchase; and
that out of these rich and rare materials an Upper House

- of Legislature should be constructed, on the good old

ilﬁmdltary pringiple ; it being a well-ascertained fact thal
“fﬂ_lbﬂltyto make wise and good laws for any people is
m‘b‘e by natural descent from any pf,‘l‘s(;ll who has
mﬁ a sufficient extent of waste land, or who happens
to m’tﬂ i8 eonsidered by the Crown, or, in other
Wmtwh Colonial Office, merit or desert, which sim-
ﬂy‘.melm of relationship to somebody in

owning m tet. In short, the Bishop's scheme is pretty
much the W“ the Judge’s, althofjgh the latter goes
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1. I have only three objections

osal.

sly unjust to the actual colonists,
ated in any colony whose inhabit-
ticle of the spirit of freemen. What !
golonists of Australia, after having
hat it is, by our toils and sacrifices,
ions, to be degraded into an inferior
Pt d country, that we may bear up upon
jushroom aristocracy, without a leg of

would by no means question the right
\greate an aristocracy, with hereditary
five privileges, for the colonies,—seeing
lo no wrong,—1 have no hesitation in
decided opinion, that the minister who
dvice to the Crown as the proposal im-
deserve impeachment. As the source of
‘the Crown is mercly a trustee for the
s perilous to exercise the right of creation
2 service has been rendered to the State,
1k and title would certainly not be recog-
ble. For I do question the right of the
gervices performed in England  with
I 4he colonies, in the way of creating a
acy. Justice demands that the service
d to the particular community which is
gnize the rank and title. The case of a
enting the Crown pro (tempore 15 very
avistocracy of the kind proposed would be
aptible. It is not less true of an aristocracy
poet, Pocta nascitur; non fit. 1tis of slow
' cannot be made to order. « Aristocracy,’
'.hateaubriami, «has three successive ages:
periority, the age of privilege, and the age of
ing emerged from the first age, it degene-




r
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rates in the second, and perishes in the third, "+ .
lonial aristocracy would veverse this process: it
begin with an age of vanity, and would lay clain |

rlyi.

leges without superiority; the claim would therefoy, be

disallowed, and the elaimant be overwhelmed witl, e e
contempt.

At the same time, I admit that there are people iy ).
colonies who would delight in seeing such a scheme copyiog
out, in the hope of sharing in the rank and titles 1 ),
conferred, “ Probably,” observes the historian of Americy,
“ there has never existed a single community of men iy
the world entirely pervaded by the love of liberty ; o sey.
timent which can never prevail in its highest foree, or
merit the name of a generous passion, except when united
with the virtues of self-denial, humanity, moderation, and
Justice. Inservile sentiments and practices, there is much
to flatter the natural inelinations of mankind: to ohey,
accommodates the indolence,—fo corrupt, and be cor
ﬂlpt&d, the avarice and ambition of human nature. To
regard with peeuliar veneration one or a few individuals,
lifted by general consent and homage to a vast though
faneiful superiority over the rest of mankind, ministe
gmtiﬁcltion to every shade and intermixture of human
pride, vanity, and idolatry.” 4

Besides, in a country like New South Wales, in which
a species of despotism has been long prevalent, as was
mwb“dly the case in that coluny during the |l!'l'\'u[\-lif‘i'
of the eonvict system,~in a country also in which large
revenues are expended upon unworthy objects, withoul
the sanction or eoncurrence of the people, as is ghill the
case in MW!OHY.-—H’. is to be expected that the wor-

shippers of rank and title should form a pretiy numerous

“denomination.” But I feel perfeetly assured that nothing
W;ﬂ speedily to bring matters to a crisis in
¥ l‘h‘ -

Lt :*.Mﬂqfﬂkut‘aubriand, pt. i, e 40
1 Grabame, iii. 308,
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ian colonies generally as the attempt to create
and titles there. It is somewhat remarkable that
should even have been worshippers of rank and title
erica before the Revolutionary War,  « There had
ye,” says Grahame, “hbeen some individuals, and now
was a party among the colonists, certainly not con-
erable in numbers, who longed for such an assimilation
‘the colonial ingtitutions to those of the Parent State as
ght enable themselves to indulge the pride and partake
s splendour and ease of the titles, trappings, and pen-
sions of Europe, even at the expense of exalting the royal
prerogative in America, and proportionally restricting and
depressing the liberties of their countrymen.” *

THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA.

Secrron VIL— Toar GreEcraN SprciFic Fon SUCCESSFUL COLONI+
ZATION ~— FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR THE COLONTES.

What, then, was the secret of the wonderful success of
~ the Greek colonies of the ancient world?  Why, the an-
- swer is plain and obvious to every person who will honestly
admit the fact—THEY WERE FREE AND INDEPENDENT
#rom THr virst. This, conjoined with the spirit and
energy of the people themselves, was the cause, and the
jole cause, of their rapid advancement and extraordinary
prosperity.

“The migrations of the Greek colonists,” says Bishop
hirlwall, “were commonly undertaken with the appro-
tion and encouragement of the States from which they
ued ; and it frequently happened that the motive of the

it of superfluous hands, or of discontented and
ent spivits.  But it was seldom that the Parent State
i forward to any more remote advantage from the

* Grahame, v, 61.
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colony, or that the colony expected or desired any .,
the Parent State. There was in most cases nothing ¢,
suggest the feeling of dependence on the one side, o
claim of authority on the other. The sons, wlhey they
left their home to shift for themselves on a foreign sl
carried with them only the blessing of their fathers, ay,
felt themselves eompletely emancipated from their o).
trol.  Often the colony became more powerful than i
parent, and the distance between them was generally s
great as to preclude all attempts to enforce submission

bl

But though they were not connected by the bands of

mutual interest, or by a yoke laid by the powerful on ti
weak, the place of such relations was supplicd by the
gentler and nobler ties of filial affection and religions
reverence, and by usages which, springing out of tlese
feelings, stood in their room, and tended to suggest then
where they were wanting. Exeept in the few cases where
the emigrants were forced, as outeasts, from their nativ
land, they cherished the remembrance of it as » duty
preseribed not merely by nature, but by religion. The
colony regarded its prosperity as mainly depending on th
favour of the tutelary gods of the State to which it owed
its birth. They were invited to share the newly-con-
quered land, and temples were commonly dedicated to
them in the new citadel, resembling as nearly as possible.
in form and position, those with which they were honoured
in the mother-country ; their images here renewed the
old model ; and it is not improbable that the priests who
ministered to them were sometimes brought from (L
ancient seats. The sacred fire, which was kept constantly
burning on the public hearth of the colony, was taken
from the altar of Vesta in the Council-hall of the cldo
State. The founder of a colony, who might be considered
48 Tepresenting its parent city, was honoured after his
death-wiﬁh,wd rites, and as a being of a high order; and
when the eolony in its turn became a parcnt, it usualls
soughta leader from the original mother-country, to direc!

ng manifested itself more regularly in embassies and
gs sent by the colony to honour the festivals of the
nt city, and in the marks of respect shown to its citi-
who represented it on similar occasions in the colony.
the most valuable [ruit of this feeling was a disposition
mutual good offices in seasons of danger and distress,” *
“The Greek colonies,” says Baron Niebuhr, “were
nted at a distance from the Parent State, usually by
sons who emigrated to escape from commotions and
il feuds, and not under the direction of the government
t home; or if a colony went forth in peace, and with the
lessing of the Parent State, and the latter retained hono-
ary privileges, still #he colony from the beginning was Jree
- and independent, even when founded to serveas a safe mare
- Jfor commerce.”

To the same effect, the laborious and accurate MeCul-
loch, in his Dictionary of Commerce, under the Article
Colonies, observes:

“The Greek colonies of antiquity seem to have been
. chiefly founded by citizens whom the violence and fury
of contending factions forced to leave their native land ;
‘but they were sometimes formed for the purpose of re-
lieving the mother-country of a redundant population, and
sometimes also for the purpose of extending the sphere of

History of Greece. By the Rev. Connop (now Bishop) Thirl-
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, vol. ii. p. 98.

Niebuhr's History of Rome, vol. ii. p. 43. In a posthumons
orl, just published, Niebuhr repeats the same idea in the following
nage : B
*The very fact that the mother-city made no claims to rule over hier
ies, as modern States do in vegard to theirs, and that the colnnie?é,
5es of emergency, assisted the parent city, produced in anti-
f a cordial relation between the mother-city and her colonies;
hich we find but few exceptions, as, e. g., between Corcyra and
h."— Niebuhr's Lectures on Ancient History.  Translated by
chmitz, of the High School, Edinburgh, 2 vols. London,
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commercial transactions, or of providing for their sep,.
rity. The relations between the mother-country ang .
colony depended, in a great measure, on the mofjyeg
which led to the establishment of the latter. Wy, ,
colony was founded by fugitives, forcibly expelled fry,
their ancient homes, or when it was founded, as was fie.
quently the case, by bodies of voluntary emigrants, wh,
received no assistance from, and were in no respect cop.
trolled by, the Parent State, it was from the first inde-
pendent ; and even in those cases in which the emigration
was condueted under the superintendence of the parent
city, and where the eolony was protected by her power and
influence, the dependence was, mostly, far from heing
absolute and complete. The great bulk of the Greek colo-
nies were really independent States; and though they
commonly regarded the land of their forefathers with
filial respect, though they yielded to its citizens the place
of distinetion at public games and religious solemnities,
and were expected to assist them in time of war, they did
80 as allies only, on fair and equal terms, and never as
subjects. Owing to the freedomn of their institutions, and
their superiority in the arts of civilized life to the native
inhabitants of the countries among whom they were gene-
rally placed, these eolonies rose, in a comparatively short
period, to a high pitch of opulence and refinement ; and
many among them, as Miletus and Ephesus in Asia
Minor, Syracuse and Agrigentum in Sicily, and Taventum
and Loeri in Italy, not only equalled, but greatly sur-
passed, their mother cities in wealth and power.”

Even Mitford, whose history appears to have bheen
written for the express purpose of bringing all popular
government into diseredit, and of inducing men to TH‘J“’"‘
without murmuring to the most arbitrary rale, admits this
remarkable fact in the following language :

“Few of the Grecian colonies were founded with any
view to extend the dominion of the mother-country:
When a State by a public act sent out a colony, the pw
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was generally no more than to deliver itself from
rs too great for its territory, or from factious men,
means of power at home were unequal to their
on. Corinth, however, early, and in later times
ns, had sometimes further views. Possessing naval
, they could give protection, and exact obedience ;
ich the Grecian eommonwealths in general could do
ther.  For the most part, therefore, in the colonies, as
n Greece itself, cvery considerable town claimed to be an
endent State; and, unless oppressed by a powerful
ghbour, maintained itself by its own strength and its
ances.” *

The maritime State of Corinth, as this historian informs
was the first Grecian State that attempted to lord it
over her colonies, and to hold them in subjection. Thucy-
dides informs us of the first attempt of this kind which
‘she seems to have made, and of the spirited manner in
which it was repelled. The Loerians, a Corinthian colony
on the north coast of the Gulf of Corinth, having, in the
~usual way of the times, exhibited their determination to
‘think and act for themselves, the haughty Corinthians,
who seem to have been a regular Tory community of the
old school, designated them as “ refractory subjeets,” and
proceeded to treat them accordingly. But the Loerians
ly asserted their freedom and independence ; protest-
in a remonstrance which they addressed to the Co-
ithian government, and of which the historian has given
the substance, ¢ that they had emigrated, not to become
aves or subjects, but the equals of the Corinthians,
at this had been the original understanding and
ion of their emigration.” + It is humiliating to
to acknowledge that, with all our boasted eiv
; and our professed Christianity, we are still
e 50 far behind fhese ancient Pagan Greeks, who 0

tory of Gireece. By William Mitford, Esq., i, 385.
U yap eme 7o Bovhol, aAN' emt T duotor evar enmepmorTa, Non
Ot servi sink, sed ut pari jure sint, dimittuntur. —Thueyd, 1ib, i,
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fully understood, and so nobly and successfully vindicqq |
the prineiples of manly freedom, two thousand five |,
dred years ago!* In the noble art of colonization, (),
were unquestionably our masters ; and we shall oy,
practise that art suceessfully till we follow their iy,
trious example. They planted colonies on every sl
and everywhere they prospered —simply because the eol,.
nists were everywhere their own masters, and had n,
Colonial Office to thwart their eflorts, and to blast apg
curse their prosperity

The brightest and palmiest period of Grecian coloniza-
tion appears to have been the seventh and sixth centurics
before the Christian era; of which Bishop Thirlwall speaks
in the following langnage of well-merited admiration,

% How far political changes were connected with the
prime spring of that wonderful activity which was dis-
played by the Asiatic Greeks, more especially the Tonians,
in the seventh and sixth centuries before our era, can
only be conjectured. It seems probable that the fall of
the ancient aristoeracies which suceeeded the heroic
monarchy, and the emulation between a growing com-
monalty, and an oligarchy which grounded its political
claims solely on superior wealth, were conditions, without
which the Ionian genius wounld not have found room to
expand itself so freely. On the other hand, the inferior
degree in which the Dorians and Aplians were animatel
with the spirit of commercial adventure, may have been
owing to their political institutions, not less than to 2

* % In the eircuit we have traversed,” observes an able writer by
~ nomeans favourably disposed to the claims of colonists in mod m:
times, “no vestiges have appeared of any disposition, in the several
parent states, to impose taxes on their colonies, or even to 1t s
sovereignty over them.”— History of the Colonization of the I
ﬂ& i_#.hﬁqm’lg, p- 46. London, 1777.

“The only connection known, for many ages, hetween the

mm and the [Grgek] cglony was that of affection and
alliance.” — Thid. y. 32.

THE GOLDEN LANKDS OF AUSTRALIA. 145

nce in their national character. Tt is however
- that in the two centuries just mentioned the
ress of mercantile industry and maritime discovery
oupled with the cultivation of the nobler arts, and
opening of new intellectual fields, in a degree to
h history affords no parallel before the beginning of
e latest period of European civilization.” *

e enemies of public freedom, and especially of re-
ican institutions, are fond of representing the govern-
of the petty republics of ancient Greece, as  a
stituted anarchy ;” but the magnificent remains which
have left us of their inimitable architecture — the
ndoubted evidence of their civilization and refinement—
ciently demonstrate that the government under which
such buildings could have been erected must have been
both strong and stable, and that both government and
- people must have been pre-eminently the patrons of the
 liberal arts. Although the Greeks were unfortunately
unacquainted with the representative principle, which, I
- agree with Chateaubriand in thinking, is rather to be
traced to the polity of the primitive Christian Church
an to the forests of Germany, the colonies of each of
e three great races that occupied the west coast of
sia. Minor, formed distinct federations of sovereign
d independent republics; which had regular places of
ting, and which were doubtless serviceable in main-
ing a good understanding among their component

The meetings of the Lonians,” says Bishop Thirlwall,
ere held in a spot at the northern foot of Mount
e, called {rom its destination — that of receiving

whole Ionian body — Panionium, and consecrated to
 national god, Poseidon. In them too the religious or
e object was almost exclusively predominant. Yet
Id appear that in early times there was among the
s a tendency of disposition and of eireumstances
* Thivlwall's History of Greece, ii, 105,

H
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toward a closer union than subsisted among either thc),
northern or their southern neighbours-*_ R

These federations, however, were sufficient ¥ loose, and
{from circumstances with which we are unacquainted, were
soon dissﬂlw':d' ities” adds Bishop Thirlwall “ were soo,
B« Ion_‘m;:';‘;“ No provision was made either for
pareae 31mt for.eigu enemies, or for the maintenance
defﬁnce g willity : there was no common treasure,
« mt‘em:lnltm:-]ma.gistu , nor laws. Yet it may have
. :llo though the time is uncertain, that the
be&‘_‘ i Ao exnmgle of the manner in which the
Lyommugemofn: close i]':deral union might be reconciled
04.7 :.l'nd ndence. They distributed their twenty-
vz 'm.“.“ '1 toer:ree elasses : the cities of the first rank
Wd‘h““ i mh three votes, those of the second two, those
of the leas?:ne, and each contributed to a chm?].]OII 1iumt
in proportion to its weight in the common c_cmnc;l; .-[' ,h{:
was held, not in any fixed place, so as t.o raise "m;L.I :): 1.:
the rank of a capital, but in one appou_:terl for the .!Itlc‘
mon consent. A supreme maglstrat‘c u-ml r»14|‘r 1‘
s ere here elected; and a court was instituted for
:hiw;:i:ion of all disputes that might ‘”"“‘f I;clix\[:‘:i:
members of the confederacy ; the citics c‘ontrnlumfnf .\1
proportion to their rank to fill the places in the .n:mmj;l“
judicature and magistracy : in the same ‘llsse“,l?hjf:‘r:;“.
discussed all questions relating to peace and war, (l e
general interests of the united states.' I_{aclltlw“ 'mm«
on the western coast of Asia adopted similar IHFTI‘“:,“”I.:I

their history, and even that of the m(;thm‘-cof_mtl}, g
have been very different from what it lJL’('{‘LIiiL. | .
“ But whatever ill effects may be at|,1'1|.)utn-tr K.
'.!ﬂ of union, it does not seem imr;lt‘.(lllftl:['t\]w l‘]wi-i“
. : to have diminished the prof 4
mwg:ihi;.or'fhey may perhaps have \]m|l'lug
vigor y and luxuriantly from the absen

] esultel
all m *THI advantage undoubtedly also 1¢
‘“m‘lu'l History of Greece, ii. 102.

Hll
|
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. the abolition of the monarchical form of government,
h probably took place every where within a fey
merations after the first settlement, though the good
balanced by great evils,” *
ut even taking it for granted that the Grecian re-
s were merely “constituted anarchies,” there is
truth, as well as meaning, in the observation of the
d historian of the Middle Ages, which applies
Y to the ancient Greeian republics, and to those of
ern Italy : « The wildest excesses of faction are less
onouring than the stillness and moral degradation of
vitude.”t The ancient Greeks doubtless felt with our
eat writer and poet, Sir Walter Scott, when lie observed,
he feast of fancy will be over with the feeling of inde-
ndence.”t And they would certainly have sympathised

ith that poet, when he says, in the very spirit of their
own immortal bards,

“ Sound, sound the clarion, fill the fife ;
To all the sensual world proclaim,

One crowded hour of glorious life
Is worth an age without a name,” §

Agrecably to the maxim of the eminent French philo-
opher — ¢ L'usage que nous devons faire de notre liberté,
t'est de nous en servir autant que nous le pouvons;” Il
The use we ought to make of our liberty, is to avail
selves of it as much as we can” — agreeably to this
xim, when the Greeks were precluded from the full
ment of their national freedom in one city or State,
°y emigrated, and straightway recovered it in the found-
of another.
cannot be denied indeed that, in the course of Q,hﬂr
Thirlwall's History of Greece, ii. 103. AT
llam, vol. i. p. 483.
¥, in Life by Lockhart, vol. vi. P 163
Walter Scott.

shranche, De Tnquirenda Veritate, 1ib, i, cap. 2, — French
slation,

H 2
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great Persian war, and chiefly as one of the natur|
results of that event, an important change took place iy
the political condition of a eonsiderable number of
Grecian colonies, and that, from being independent hefore,
not a few of these communities became thenceforth mere
tributary states. In such a erisis as that war presente
for the whole Greek nation, the idea of a common trea-
sury, to which each state should contribute in proportion
to its means, for the general expenses of the war, as well
as of a common head to divect both offensive and de-
fensive operations, was perfeetly natural ; and who so fit
to undertake the highly responsible and delicate duty of
managing this national treasury, of fixing the due pro-
portions for each of the allies, and of undertaking th
eneral management of the war, as the metropolitan City
and State of Athens ? The two great Powers of Grecce af
that period were Athens and Lacedemon or Sparta; the
former a naval Power, like Great Britain, and the latter
a military Power like France; but as a large portion of
Greece consists of islands and of lands accessible chiefly
by sea, it was natural that the maritime Power should
acquire the predominance over the inferior States
Annual contributions, however, for any common object
are always dangerous to the liberties of such States; for
when once acquiesced in by the weaker party, and a
precedent established, a ready pretext for their con-
tinuance will always be found by ambitious and unscru-
pulous statesmen ; insomuch that a political eonnection
originating in the friendly alliance of sovereign an inde-
;undent states, is sure to ripen into the supremacy and
domination of one, and the compulsory subjection of all
the others. Henece the real result of the Persian war v

not 8o much the liberation of Greece as the elevation of

Athens to the rank of a metropolitan Power or dominant
country *bm head of a great federation of tributary and
subject states.  The Athenians,” says an able but @'
nymous m i the interest of Great Britain in
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se of the American troubles,  the Athenians suddenly
uired the sovereignty of almost all the islands of the
chipelago, and of the whole of the eastern coast of that
" The Ionian colonies became their zealous friends,
| the ZHolians their subjects. Both followed their
ndard in war, and advanced contributions for the
hlic expense.”

Vhen the relation of a dominant country and a series
dependencies had thus been established between Athens
the one hand, and the free colonies of Ionia and Folia
e other, the Athenians appear to have reckoned on
he permanence of this relation, and to have carried
tters with a very high hand towards these subject
tes; for in the course of the famous Peloponnesian
var, or the long and desperate struggle between Athens
‘and Lacedemon for the supremacy of Greece, the Les-
hians, who had never been a colony of Athens at all, took
the first opportunity to revolt, and joined the Lacedz-
maonians.

. “The Leshians, an Zolian colony,” observes the same
writer, “revolted from the Athenians in the fifth year of
the war, and joined the Lacedmmonians. The Athenians
~ were provoked beyond measure by this unnatural and
ungrateful rebellion. In the first transports of their re-
sentment, they passed the most cruel and bloody vote,
that all the males of Lesbos, arrived at the age of puberty,
hould be put to death, and the women and children sold
or slaves ; and they sent the same day a ship with com-

gsioners to see the decree put into execution. :
« When their passions subsided, they began to retlee
at they had done. A meeting of the citizens

efore convened next day. The former sentence
wed, and after much contention, it was carried,
_majority, to prevent the execution of the former
r. The deputies of Lesbos, who had come to plead
History of the Colonization of the Free States of Antiquity, p. 68,
on, 1777.
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their cause at Athens, returned on board this last vessg|
They procured changes of rowers, that one party migj,
sleep while the other was employed. They offered they,
the most palatable provisions, and promised them t}e
highest rewards, to procure their most vigorous exertioys,
The former ship had departed full twenty-four hous
before them, and they could not overtake her in hep
course. They arrived, however, before the Atheniay
commander had finished the reading of the first order.,
The Lesbians were immediately assembled, and informe
both of their danger and their safety.” *

When the Laced@monians acquired the supremacy of
Greece, as the result of the Peloponnesian war, they seem
to have outdone the Athenians in the tyranny they ex-
ercised over the subject or tributary states; proving, if
indeed the thing required any proof, that the liberties of
any one people can never be safe in the hands of another,
But these successive instances of successful usurpation
over the inferior states of that country, on the part of the
two great maval and military powers of ancient Greec,
are no evidence whatever against the view I have given
above of the principle on which colonization uniformly
proceeded among the ancient Greeks, viz., that of entire
freedom and national independence.

«[f the Corinthians tell you,” observe the deputies of
the eity of Coreyra, a Corinthian colony, in their address
to the people of Athens, when soliciting an alliance with
the latter,— if the Corinthians tell you that it is not right
for you to form an alliance with us, because we are their
eolony, they ought to learn that a colony is obliged to
‘respect its mother-country, only when well used by it.
If; on the eontrary, it is ill used by it, it becomes its
enemy. It is not to be its slave that it is sent forth as
a colony by the mother-country, but to enjoy entirc

* History of the Colonization of the Free States of Antiquity, p. 5%
London, 1777.
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freedom, and to have the same rights and the same pre-
rogatives as its mother-country.” *
Indeed the Athenians themselves never pretended to
‘base the authority they exercised, in the period of their
%&Jwer and glory, over the subject states of Greece, on
the right of a mother-country to rule over its colonies ;
r it was notorious that certain of these states, as for
nstance the Lesbians, were not Athenian colonies at all.
When certain of the minor states called in question the
ght of Athens to exercise such authority shortly before
he Peloponnesian war, the Athenian ambassadors put
he matter on its right footing by replying very coolly,
the historian informs us, “In all past times the strongest
ave been masters : we are not the authors of that law ;
it is founded in nature.” ¥ In short, the Athenians pre-
~ tended to no higher right in the authority they exercised
~ over other states, whether colonies or not, than that of
- the famous Rob Roy Macgregor, —

“ That they should take who have the power,
And they should keep who can.”

In regard to the natural good feeling that continued
~ to subsist for ages between the mother-country and the
many Grecian colonies that were successively planted in
Europe, Asia, and Africa, on this principle of entire
freedom and independence, 1 will only give two instances
in proof of the fact: the first in the case of a Corinthian,
. and the second in that of an Athenian colony. * The
. Syracusans,” observes the writer I have just quoted,
. “oppressed by the tyranny of Dionysius the younger,
- and harassed and plundered by the Carthaginians, applied
- to Corinth for aid (in the 108th Olympiad). They re-

* Thueydides, lib. i. 34. 38.
1 Clest de tout tems que les plus forts sont les maitres ; nous ne

- Thueydides, lib. 1. 84. TFrench Translation,
H 4
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ten gallies loaded with supplies ; to which afterwarqgs
were added ten more, furnished in the same manner,
Timoleon banished Dionysius, and expelled the Carihy.
ginians. He made free all the Greek cities in Sicily,
and established democraey in Syracuse. The constan
wars, however, with which, for a long time, Sicily hag
been wasted, had almost depopulated the country. Tin.-
leon, therefore, supplicated Greece for a recruit of jn-
habitants. He caused it to be proclaimed through all
the states of Peloponnesus, that the senate and people
of Syracuse offered habitations and lands to all persons
who should repair thither to possess them. The repu-
tation of Sicily for opulence and fertility was so great,
that no fewer than 50,000 people emigrated to take pos-
gession of the vacant territories; and before this event,
5000 persons had arrived from Corinth.” *

The other instance is remarkably in point, and is only
the more interesting, as the manifestation of kindly feel-
ing which, it shows, subsisted between the mother-country
and her colonies, led to a series of the most memorable
events recorded in the history of nations, and eventually
gave the Greeks the empire of the world.

‘When Cyrus, king of Persia, was preparing to sub-
jugate the Grecian cities of Asia Minor, Aristagoras
the political chief of the Tonian city of Miletus, who had
been stirring up his fellow-countrymen to resist «the
barbarians,” was deputed by the Ionian Confederation to
proceed to Greece, to solicit assistance in their approach-
ing struggles in the Old Country. He accordingly pro-
ceeded in the first instance to Lacedzmon, which was
then the head of the most powerful and warlike of the
states of Greece. But he was unsuccessful in thai
quarter, the Lacedmmonians, who were of the Dorian
race, bﬂiﬁs rather a phlegmatic and unimpressible people

* History of the Colonization of the Free States of Antiquity, p. 40
London, 1777,
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he therefore proceeded to Athens, the recognised
of the Ionian family, and of which his own native
filetus, had been an ancient colony. Aristagoras
ingly addressed the sovereign people of that illus-
City and State in their national assembly ; remind-
hem that Miletus was an ancient colony of their
, and soliciting assistance, on behalf of the Ionian
federation of Asia Minor, against ‘‘the barbarians,”
‘common enemy of the Grecian name. This appeal
ved irresistible; the generous Athenians immediately
the assistance required, and twenty ships of war
e accordingly dispatched, in aid of their oppressed
struggling fellow-countrymen, and soon rendezvoused
the harbour of Miletus. No doubt, as Herodotus in-
forms us, “these ships were the beginning of evils both
to Greeks and barbarians;” * for this generous and fra-
ternal procedure on the part of the Athenians undoubtedly
led to the invasion of Greece by the Persians, and to the
subsequent subversion of the Persian Empire by Alex-
‘ander the Great. But it is impossible not to admire the
generous spirit that animated the Athenians on the oe-
jpasion, in so readily affording the assistance required in
their necessity by the people of Miletus, although nearly
four hundred years had elapsed since the original settle-
ent of that eity by an Athenian colony. And is Chris-
anity, in the middle of the nineteenth century, less
ely to maintain a generous and kindly feeling between
a mother-country and her free and independent colonies,
‘than the worship of Jupiter and Apollo five centuries
‘before the Christian era? Shame on the men who for
one moment could seriously entertain a sentiment so un=
‘warrantable in itself, and so supremely dishonouring tq,
the Christian name ! s

* History of Greece. By William Mitford, Esq., vol. ii. p. 61.
tory of Greece. By John Gillies, Esq., LL.D,, vol. i. p. 369,

HE
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SecrioN VIIL —RomAN COLONIZATION, AND THE Romax Corayy
OF BRITAIN.

Baron Niebuhr, in his celebrated History of Rome,
gives the following definition of a Roman colony : —

“ A colony is a company of people, led at the samc
time and in ene hody to a certain place furnished witl,
dwellings, in order to live there under certain legal con-
ditions: they may be citizens or dependents sent out to
form a commonwealth, according to a decree of thei
state, or of that fo which they are subject; but not such
as have seceded during a time of civil dissension.”*

There was therefore this essential difference between a
Grecian and a Roman colony, that whereas the former,
although oceasionally the result of an act of the state,
was not necessarily so, and was often indeed an associa-
tion of families and individuals opposed to the party in
power, the latter was always the result of a decree of the
Senate. The Grecian colonists almost uniformly defrayed
the expenses of their own emigration and settlement; while
the Roman, like the earlier settlers in New South Wales,
had grants of land and a free passage out, with rations
and other indulgences, ineluding an ample supply of slave
labour, from the State. The Grecian colonies, moreover,
were founded, either to relieve the mother-country of the
pressure of a redundant population, or to provide places
of refuge and settlement for those, whether unquict spirits
or not, for whom the mother-country had become a great
M too hot; but the Roman colonies were formed ex-
pressly to extend the limits of the empire, or to hold, by
military occupation, territories which had been acquired
by force of arms. The Grecian colonies were therefore
free cities, supporting themselves by agriculture and com-

* Niebuhr's Rome, ii, 43,
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ce, and defending themselves from the surrounding

rbarians, till they could subjugate and civilize them, by

own warlike prowess: the Roman colonies were

ere garrison towns on the frontiers of the empire, and

e lands were held by the leading colonists on a tenure
mewhat similar to that of the feudal system, each large
heing a knight's fee.*

It was under this peculiar system of colonization that
island of Britain was conquered and colonized by the
omans under Julius Ceesar, about fifty years before the
hristian era; and the following incidental notice, which
given us in the letters of Cicero, of the state of the
sland at that early period, and of the Roman estimate of
inhabitants and capabilities, is certainly by no means
flattering to our national vanity : —

¢ Britannici belli exitus expectatur. Constat enim
~ aditus insule esse munitos mirificis molibus.  Etiam illud
. jam cognitum est, neque argenti scrupulum esse ullum in
illa insula, neque ullam spem predz, nisi ex mancipiis :
. ex quibus nullos puto te literis aut musicis eruditos ex-
. pectare.” + :

.« Weare all on the tiptoe for news of the issue of the
~ war in Britain: for it appears that the approaches of the
sland are defended with works of prodigious strength.

% MecCulloch, in his Dictionary of Commerce, under the Article
\Colonies, gives the following account of the Roman colonies. The
man colonies were, for the most part, founded by and under the
ity of Government ; being intended to serve both as outlets
poor and discontented ecitizens, and as military stations, or gar-
ns, to secure the subjection of the conquered provinces over
they were scattered. The most intimate political union was
iys maintained between them and the mother city. Their in-
| government was modelled on that of Rome; and, while their
ior officers were mostly sent from the capital, they were made
mtribute their full quota of traops and taxes, to assist in carry-
&n the contests in which the Republic was almost constantly
ged. { y
Cicero. Epist. ad Atticum, lib. iv, 16.

i H G
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As for money, it has already been ascertained that they,
is not one silver sixpence to be got in the island, and thyy
there is not the slightest hope of booty, except from slaves ,
and I presume you will searcely expect any schoolmaster,
or fiddlers from such a quarter.”

Cicero’s correspondent, Atticus, had probably requested
him to purchase for him some well-educated slave, pro-
bablyas a private tutor for his nephews, Caius and Mareys,
and especially to teach them instrumental music; but
British-born slave of that period possessed such hiol,
qualifications | The reader will probably suppose that it
would be out of the question to talk of slaves from the
British islands in any part of the world now. Let hin
only wait a little: we have not got so far down yet.

There was a good deal of hard fighting, as usual, in the
Roman conquest of Britain, of which the reader who de-
sires it will find a full and particular account in the
proper place; but Britain, or rather the southern portion
of the island, was fairly conquered at last, and proclaimed
a Roman colony with the customary formalities; liberal
grants of the waste lands in the island being held forth to
intending emigrants of the requisite qualifications, with
the other indulgences enumerated above. From the first
Eelogue of Virgil, which may be regarded as a sort of
Anti-Emigration Cireular of the day, we learn that
Britain was one of the regular Emigration Ficlds of the
empire for carrying off the redundant population and the
unquiet spirits of Italy. during the reign of the Empero
Augustus; although it does not appear to have stood vers
’wﬂh in public estimation at Rome, being regarded by in-
tending emlgrants in much the same light as the /- Zalkland
Jslands in our own time. This is pretty evident from
w.mmng it last of all, with anything but a not

adation ; for he hints that where there might
of getting home again from other colonics
pe of returning if you went tiere.
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¢ At nos hine alii sitientes ibimus Afros,
Pars Seythiam, et rapidum Crete veniemus Oaxem,
J gemtus toto divnam Sﬂ.’ﬁﬁ Britannos.”

ut we, alas, must leave our native land,

m&mmm Afrie’s burning sand,
Scythian wilds with weary feet,

r wigwams on the streams of Crete ;

Britam s distant shore,

ﬁe:;.or hm of mankind more |

Bﬁﬂu mvllmﬁly as far from Italy in Virgil’s
as New Zealand is from England in ours; while the
rs of the voyage wlareﬁi‘ﬁ&mymhly greater, consi-
ﬁhe cnmparativél facilities of aneient and modern
fune o A ) o i

\nd yet the island did get colonized nohuthstan !
and became in time a ﬁmﬁﬂmﬁ!&pmau colony ; the g
- son towns all over the country Beiﬁg transformed su
 sively, as they became wealthy and ‘populous, into Ra
mumﬂmﬂd cities, e @nymg; ‘within certain well-de

n :mjcipniiﬁes, which were originall
» Camps or Forts; and they
Nlmhl& manner, the extent
colonization in our island. It

‘north as the Friths of Clyde
Antoninus threw a wall
f which grh nbw' M&d “
colonists fro
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“ preferring the shepherd to his flock.” *  These incursiop,
became so frequent and disastrous that the Emperor
Severus at length contracted the limits of the colony, 1,y
throwing a second wall across the island from the Sn.nlwui\-
Frith to the German Ocean; and within these limits i
continued to increase and prosper till the beginning of i
fifth century, when it numbered not fewer than ninety-
two considerable towns, ineluding thirty-three munieipa
cities, having all the privileges and appendages of such
cities throughout the Roman empire. As an interesting
particular in the history of the times, as exhibiting the
state of Roman civilization in the colony of Britain, we
learn from the poet Juvenal, who flourished in the reign
of the Emperor Nero in the first, and of Trajan in the
second century, that it was customary, in his time, for
young gentlemen of Britain, who were studying for the
bar, with a view to the practice of their profession in the
Roman courts of the municipal cities of the island, to
cross over to France for their education.

Such then was the state of Britain at the commence-
ment of the fifth century. It was a Roman colony of four
hundred and fifty years’ standing ; wealthy and populous,
with all the appendages and advantages of Roman civiliza-

* This is related of a Caledonian tribe of the period, whose head-
quarters were somewhere near the site of the present city of Glasgow
and who were called the Atfacotti. But Gibbon was probably not
aware that savages are in the habit of accusing other tribes of their
own countrymen, with whom they are at variance, of cannibalism.
to prejudice the eivilized race against them, and thereby to serve
their own purposes. There is nothing more common in New South
‘Wales. T am somewhat concerned in this matter personally, being
a native of the town of Greenock, near Glasgow, If the ancicnt
savages of that neighbourhood ever did eat any Roman colonists, |
hm to use the language of the late Rev. Sidney Smith, that
they must have ““disagreed ” with them, as their posterity have an
utter aversion to everything Roman now,

t “ Gallia causidicos docuit facunda Britannos :
De condueendo loquitur jam rhetore Thule,” — Juvenal.
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on, and having a degree of freedom, moreover, under the
! micipal institutions of Rome, such as no British colony
the present day in Australia is permitted to enjoy.
nd yet there was one thing wanting — that one thing which
Greek colonies uniformly had from the first — that is,
ir entire freedom and national independence; and the
st opportunity that presented itself of achieving these
at benefits and blessings for their adopted country was
cordingly seized with avidity by the Roman colonists of
itain, who thenceforth became free and independent.
s important event, so deeply interesting to every Briton,
ut especially to every British colonist, is related in the
ollowing langunage by the eloquent historian of the Decline
- and Fall of the Roman Ewmpire: —

~ “ Whilst Italy was ravaged by the Goths, and a succes-
- sion of feeble tyrants oppressed the provinces beyond the
Alps, the British island separated itself from the body of
the Roman empire. The regular forces, which guarded
that remote province, had been gradually withdrawn ; and
. Britain was abandoned, without defence, to the Saxon
- pirates and the savages of Ireland and Caledonia. Z%e
Britons, reduced to this extremity, no longer relied on the
tardy and doubiful aid of a declining monarchy. They
assembled in arms, repelled the invaders, and rejoiced in
e important discovery of their own strength. Afflicted
by similar calamities, and actnated by the same spirit, the
Armorican provinces (a name which comprehended the
ritime countries of Gaul, between the Seine and the
ire) resolved to imitate the example of the neighbour-
 island. They expelled the Roman magistrates, who
d under the authority of the usurper Constantine;
d a free government was established among a people who
s0 long been subject to the arbitrary will of a master.
independence of Britain and Armorica was soon con-
ed by Honorius himself, the lowful Emperor of the
Y and the letters, by which he committed to the new
s the care of their own safely, might be interpreted as
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an absolute and perpetual abdication of the exercise ang
rights of sovereignty. This interpretation was, in some
measure, justified by the event. After the usurpers of
Ganl had successively fallen, the maritime provinces were
restored to the empire. Yet their obedience was imperfect
and precarious; the vain, inconstant, rebellious disposition
of the people, was incompatible either with freedom or
servitude ; and Armorica, though it could not long main-
tain the form of a republic, was agitated by frequent and
destructive revolts. Britain was irrecoverably lost (anno
409). But as the Emperor wisely acquiesced in the inde-
pendence of a remote province, the separation was not
embittered by the reproach of tyranny or rebellion ; and
the elavms of allegiance and protection were succeeded by
the mutual and voluntary offices of national firiendship.

% This revolution dissolved the artificial fabric of civil
and military government, and the independent country,
during a period of forty years, till the descent of the
Saxons, was ruled by the authority of the clergy, the
nobles, and the municipal towns. Zosimus, who alfmc
has preserved the memory of this singular transaction,
very accurately observes, that the letters of Honorius were
addressed to the cifies of Britain. Under the protection
of the Romans, ninety-two considerable towns had arisen
in the several parts of that great province; and, among
these, thirty-three cities were distinguished ahove t‘lm rest,
by their superior privileges and importance. lmcll_ of
these cities, as in all the other provinces of the ernpl.l‘t‘,
formed a legal corporation, for the purpose of regulating
their domestic policy; and the powers of municipal go-
vernment were distributed among annual magistrutr.f, a
select senate, and the assembly of the people, according
to the original model of the Roman constitution. 'J.‘hlv
management of a common revenue, the excreise of civil
and eriminal jurisdiction, and the habits of public counscl
and command, were inherent to these petty republics;
and when they asserted their independence, the youth

THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA. 161

- the city, and of the adjacent districts, would natu-
lly range themselves under the standard of the ma-
ate.” * ]
From this very interesting narrative, we learn —
. That the colonists of Britain, although enjoying a
nsiderable degree of freedom under the admirable
anieipal institutions of Rome, nevertheless embraced
> first opportunity that offered, of achieving their entire
edom and national independence; which were after-
rds formally guaranteed to them by the Emperor
Jonorius : and,
- 2. That for forty years, previous to the Saxon irrup-
ion, the government of the island was administered by
Confederation of Sovereign and Independent Republics,
n the model of the ancient Republic of Rome.
It was no disparagement to the Roman ecolonists of
- Britain, that their country was so speedily overrun, and
 their whole national system subverted and destroyed by
.~ the northern barbarians. In that gloomy and disastrous
 period, this was the common fate of every Roman pro-
inee in succession, till Rome itself fell, and was sacked
y the Goths, A people long habituated to the arts of
eace were but ill fitted to withstand the furious onset
the half-savage hordes of the north, especially at a
e when fire-arms were unknown ; but the circumstance
- every vestige of Roman civilization, as well as of
Roman language, was swept away, and no trace of
left in the Anglo-Saxon institutions, or the Anglo-
tongue of the country, sufficiently declares how
a struggle the Anglo-Saxons must have had ere
¢ conquered the island, and how every successive eity,
ell, must have been put to the sword by the ruthless
eroTs.
e is only one reflection that suggests itself on the

bon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Enpire, vol. iv. p. 169.
, 1825,
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review of this transaction, —and it is this: if the Romy,,
colonists of Britain were entitled to their freedom qyq
independence, under the reign of the Emperor Honoriys,
when they seized upon that freedom and independence
themselves, why should we, the British colonists of Ays.
tralia, be refused our freedom and independence under
the reign of Queen Victoria? Why should we be uc.
counted either rebels or eriminals, if we earnestly desire
and endeavour to accomplish that freedom and independ.
ence for ourselves? Is it because we are nearer Great
Britain, than the ancient Roman colonists of Britain were
to Rome? This will surely not be pretended. What
then will stand in the way of the attainment of our na-
tural and inherent rights as British colonists, able and
willing to manage our own affairs in every thing? No-
thing, I answer, but that unhallowed lust of empire that
has been the fruitful source of ¢ woes unnumbered” to
Great Britain already — nothing but that vain pursuit, on
the part of a deluded people, of an empty shadow, for
which the invaluable substance is sacrificed and lost. Let
her Majesty be only advised to follow the good example
of the Emperor Honorius, and no part of her present
Colonial Empire will ever be half so valuable in its actual
condition, even to Great Britain, as free and independent
Australia.

SecTioN IX.— AMERICAN COLONIZATION — 11§ PRINCIPLES AND
REesuLTs.

In a work which I published in the year 1840, on my
return to London from a tour of observation in t]fo
United States, entitled Religion and Education i
Ameriea®, I showed that those states and territorics

* Religion and Education in America, Ward, Paternoster Row
London, 1840,
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ie American Union, which have been either acquired
ttled since the War of Independence, including the
valley of the Mississippi, bear precisely the same
jon to the original Thirteen States, as the numerous
lonies of Britain do to the United Kingdom. They are
| intents and purposes the colonies of the United
; for as far as the relation of a mother-country
a colony is concerned, it is of no importance what-
whether the latter is planted on the same continent
island as the mother-country, or is separated from it
vast tracts of intervening ocean. This idea, I per-
e, has since been put forth by John Arthur Roebuck,
Qs M.P., in his recent work, entitled 7he Colonies of
“ngland, with a view to contrast the progress and extent
of colonization in the United States with its progress and
' extent in the British Empire since the peace of 1783.
~ And with what a contrast does this view of the two
countries present us! The United States commenced
. their national existence with a population of scarcely
three millions, and that population is already increased
g onsiderably more than sevenfold; the increase being
hiefly in the colonies, in which a population of upwards
ten millions has heen ealled into existence, making
due allowance for the natural increase of the popu-
on of the original Thirteen States, But Great Britain,
i a much larger population to start with, — a popu-
n five times greater than that of the United States
the year 1783, — has only a colonial population, pro-
erly so called, of about a million and a half! In
rt, while Great Britain has been enjoying, as abun-
tly as America, the Divine benediction implied in the
. commandment given to mankind, Be fruitful and
ly, she has utterly neglected Ler proper duty, so
fly enjoined in the second part of that commandment,
lenish the earth and subdue it, — she has not been
g the world with her cities, like America ; she has
een making the wilderness and the solitary place

G
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rejoice with the happy abodes of a numerous, Virtuous,
and Christian population,

In order, however, to set this matter in its proper light,
it will be advisable to limit the field of vision to a par-
ticular instance of American, as compared with Britis),

colonization ; and the instance I shall take is that of

New England, or the group of Northern Free States,
consisting of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode [sland,
New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine. New England,
I have already had occasion to observe, was colonized,
almost exclusively, by the twenty thousand Puritan cni.
grants who settled in that country between the years 1620
and 1640 the subsequent additions of population from the
mother-country being quite insignificant, In the year 1790,
when the first census of the United States was taken,
the population of New England amounted to 1,009,522
having doubled itself every twenty-seven years or thereby,
from the year 1640. During the next fifty years, how-
ever, it little more than doubled itself, its amount in 1510
being only 2,229,859 ; but this arose entirely from the
enormous emigration of the intervening period, which we
are now to compare with that of Great Britain, — the
great colonizing power, forsooth, of modern times. The
population of Great Britain, therefore, or rather of the
United Kingdom, in the year 1790, was 15,684,906, and
it had not even doubled itself during the next fifty years;
the amount in 1841 being only 27,041,031. In so far
therefore as the internal inerease is concerned, there i
no great disparity, although the balance is considerably
in favour of New England, In regard, however, to then
respective colonizing powers, the two countries were 10-
markably different from each other; their population
being respectively as follows ; viz
Old England — Population in 1790 = 15,681,900,
New England — Population in 1790 = 1,009,522.*

* The population of Great Britain doubles itself gyery 48 years,
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I will not introduce any disturbing element into the
estion, by reminding the reader that Great Brifain
| the advantage of all the American Loyalists to start
h, in Nova Scotia and elsewhere ; for it is quite evident
t these Loyalists must have been the merest handful
people, — and the circumstance constitutes, without
: !m'eeption, the most condemnatory sentence that has ever
een pronounced upon the colonial policy of the British
Empire to the present day. That after an imperial rule
f upwards of a hundred and fifty years, — with all the
imberless means of acquiring and consolidating power,
xtending influence, and practising corruption, which
~that rule had given the mother-country throughout this
long period, — there was nobody to take her part in the
- great struggle with her colonies but the miserable handful
" of American Loyalists ;

“"T'was strange, 'twas passing strange !
"Twas pitiful, *twas wondrous pitiful "

“For dust was thrown upon her sacred head,
And no man eried, God bless her!”

- but this insignificant handful of American Loyalists, who
- probably expected to be well paid for their loyalty all
‘the while, and who certainly never dreamt that the
Americans would gain the day !

Behold, then, these two brave countries, — Old Eng-
d and New England, — starting fair in this race of
nization, in the year of grace 1790; the former with
fifteen millions and a half of people and her boundless
urces in ships, colonies, and commerce ; the latter
only one million of people, almost all as poor as
us, as they had but just escaped with the shin aof their
k from an unnatural and calamitous war!

that of the United States every 30 years; but the numbers
Ve given are sufficiently near the truth for all practical pur-
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It is an interesting and very remarkable fact in ¢},
history of the internal emigration and colonization of .,
United States, that it has uniformly procecded upoy
parallel of latitude from the point of departure; i,
Northern, Middle, and Southern States throwing off thej,
respective swarms of emigrants every year to the regions
due west of them respectively ; deflecting very little, if
all, from that parallel either north or south. Since (he
annexation of Texas and California, indeed, this order of
things has been somewhat deranged; but from the peace
of 1783, till the year 1840, it had been, with only few, and
these unimportant, exceptions, the general rule in the
United States; each state, or group of states, colonizing
the unoceupied territories due west of itself. New Iing-
land, as being the most densely peopled, as well as the
most limited in extent, and the least fertile, portion of the
original Union, was first in the field as a colonizing coun-
try ; for emigration had thus become a matter of necessity
for the inhabitants of that region, and the highly favour-
able accounts that were received from time to time from
the first emigrants to the westward, soon rendered it a
perfect passion ; insomuch that the emigration from New
England alone, which had commenced soon after the peace
of 1789, reached in one year at the commencement of the
present eentury, when the whole European emigration to
America was perfectly insignificant, the almost incredible
amount of 300,000 souls [ *

The country that was first colonized in this way from
New England was the western portion of the State of
New York, and the State of Ohio; both of which coun-
tries ave literally New England colonies. A large portion

* Dr. Seybert, an eminent American statistical writer, estimates
the number of foreign emigrants who arrived in the United States
from the year 1790 to the year 1810, at 120,000 altogether, or
6,000 per annum ; and Mr. MeGregor estimates the number from
1810 to 1820 at 114,000, These were evidently but inconsiderable
additions, when compared with the patural increase from the
American stoel,
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f the waste lands in these extensive regions had heen
“allotted by the National Congress, as the only recompense
which the country had to give them for their services, to
he soldiers of the Revolution; many of whom sold their
ickets of location for the merest trifle to the leaders of
" the successive colonies from New England. One of these
tickets happened to be given by his client, an old Revo-
 lutionary soldier, to a country lawyer in the State of New
- York, as the only fee he could offer him for conducting
and gaining a law-suit for him. The lawyer placed it in
. his desk, as an article that might one day have some as-
ignable value, but had none then. A good many years
thereafter, when the flood-tide of New England emigration
had been flowing for years in the direction of the region
' to which this location ticket referred, the lawyer wrote
to a friend in the western country, inquiring what the
value of his property thereabout might be, — and the .
answer he received was ¢ Seventy-five thousand dollars,
and rapidly rising 1”7 It was the possession of this pro-
perty that enabled that lawyer, who proved to be a man
of superior ability, to devote himself to the service of his
country, first in the legislature of his native State, and
afterwards as a member of Congress, at Washington, where
I had the honour of being introduced to him, in the year
1840, as President of the United States. The distin-
-‘ guished individual I allude to was Mr. Martin Van Buren.
When the emigrants from New England had spread
themselves over the western portion of the State of New
ork and the whole State of Ohio, they afterwards over-
an and occupied successively the subsequently formed
ates of Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan. It is perfectly
fair, therefore, to consider the whole of these countries as
Bthe colonies of New England ; for although a consider-
e number of emigrants from the Middle States, and
o from Europe, settled in all of them from time to time,
a4 much larger number of New Englanders had in the
an time been scattered over the whole of the other
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States of the Union, and particularly of the State of I,
tucky, in the various eapacities of professional men, ypey.
chants, traders and artisans of all kinds, as well as plantey,
and farmers. The population of these New England
colonies in the year 1840 was as follows, viz.: —

Western half of the State of New York - 1,214,460

Ohio - - - - 1,519,467
Indiana - - - - 688,314
Illinois = - - = 474,403
Michigan - - 211,705

Total Colonial population of New
England in the year 1840 = 4,108,349

Such then were the magnificent results of the colonizing
efforts of New England during a period of fifty years;
commencing, although it did, with a colonizing power
of only one million of souls, and the scantiest resources
otherwise. But the entire colonial population (properly
80 called) of Great Britain, originating, although it did, in
a colonizing power of fifteen millions and a half of people,
with boundless resources of every kind, amounted — two
years later for the North American, and eleven years later
for the Australian eolonies (see page 112)— to not more
than 1,878,688 souls; even throwing the whole convicl
emigration of the Empire, with all its increase for fifty
years, like the sword and belt of Brennus, as a malke-
weight, into the scale |

Surely then if the art of colonization has been lost, as
it seems to have been, in Old England, it has been found
again in New Ingland ; for I question whether even the
ancient Greeks ever surpassed the New Englanders iv
that noble art, that heroic work.

What then is the reason — for there surely must e
some adequate reason — for the prodigious difference in
the two results? Why, the answer is plain and obviows
to the meanest capacity : — America, like the ancien!
Greeks, gave her colonies freedom and independence from
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the first; whereas Great Britain has uniformly withheld
every thing like manly freedom from her colonies, has
treated them with the eoldest neglect and the grossest in-
justice, and has harassed and oppressed them in every
possible way with the incubus and the curse of her Colo-
nial Office to the present hour. Yes! instead of insulting
her eolonies by offering them, what certain soi-disant co-
al reformers in England think it would be a great
| indeed for Great Britain to offer hers, viz., municipal
_independence, — which signifies allowing them to manage
for themselves in all little matters, and leaving all important
ones to be managed for them at home, or, in other words,
by the Colonial Office — instead of insulting her colonies
by offering them municipal independence, America gives
them at once complete independence ; that is, the entire
control of all matters affecting their interests, as men and
citizens, in every possible way. In short, America realizes
the beaw ideal which the ancient Loerians indignantly
reminded the Corinthians was the implied condition of
their own emigration — she makes her colonies in every
respect like herself; she treats her colonists not as her
slaves or subjects, but as her equals.

In particular, whenever a number of American colo-
nists, equal to about one-fourth, or at all events one-third,
of the present number of the inhabitants of the British
colony of New South Wales, are congregated in any
American colony, they have a right, under the American
colonization system, to mect together and form a Con-
stitution for themselves. They may have a Legislature,
either of one or of two Iouses, as they please ; they may fix
the franchise either high or low, as they choose; they may
elect whatever public officers they think necessary for the
Mmanagement of their affairs, and pay these officers what-
ever salaries they think proper; they may make the best
ssible arrangements that suggest themselves to their
minds for the eonstruction of roads and bridges, the
ntenance of schools and colleges, the dispensation of

I
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Jjustice, and the punishment of erime ; and they may choose
whomsoever they consider the fittest and properest persons
to represent them in the National Legislature, to deliberatc
upon all those great questions of foreign relations, peace
and war, customs’ duties, public lands, and the general
post office— in which they have a common interest witlh
the rest of the nation. In one word, America gives hep
colonies all that the ancient Greeks ever gave theirs —
entire freedom and independence; admitting them upon
perfectly equal terms with herself into the great National
Confederation.

Contrast with this the system pursued in a British co-
lony — and the reader will observe that the particulars I
shall enumerate represent the actual state of things, up to
the present moment, in the British colony of New South
Wales. i .

Imprimis, no conceivable number of BI‘]t}Sh SUI)IJ('r\t-~.
congregated together in any British colc'nmal territory,
have a right to frame a Constitution for their own govern-
ment. They may petition for one, and they may have to
repeat that petition for years together, as the penp}lu’ of
Port Phillip had to do for ten years sucecessively, suffering
the utmost inconvenience, hardship, and injustice, all th
while, before they get one at all; and when they do get
one at last, it may not have the slightest resemblance to
the one they would have chosen for themselves. But th
humiliating fact is, they have no choice in the matter i
like common beggars, British colonists must take what i

offered them by their betters, and be thankful. :

Ttem, the franchise is fixed by authority, and so fixed o
to exclude from all political rights and privileges a large
proportion of the intelligence and moral worth of t,l“' co-
lony ; and the natural and necessary consequence 1s lh“.t
a large proportion of the community become (.‘ILIIL*:[' pe t—t
fectly indifferent about their government, or avimaict
with the fiercest hatred towards the institutions of then
adopted country.
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Ttem, instead of being allowed to choose their own
legislators, a third of them must be nominated by the
Crown, or in other words, by the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, or his principal Turnkey, the Governor; and
in all likelihood, they are so nominated that for any ser-~
vice they are of to the community — otherwise than by
voting on all possible occasions against its proper interests,
and for the support of heartless extravagance and general
corruption — a majovity of the nominees might he repre-
sented by as many empty beer barrels, with moveable
heads on, to second motions! The Treasury Bench of
the first Legislative Council of New South Wales, con-
stituted under the Imperial Act of 1842, was a perfect
Refuge for the Destitute; and it was quite humiliating to
see the sorry figure its occupants made. = Yet these were
the men who were holding the highest offices and receiv-
ing the largest salaries in the country!

Ztem, nearly a third of the Ordinary Revenue of the
colony, besides the whole of the Land Revenue, is taken
out of the control of this insult and mockery of a Legis-
lature by Act of Parliament, and appropriated for the
payment of salaries enormously above either the necessi-
ties of the case, or the means of the people —as for
instance, in giving a salary to the Governor of less than
two hundred thousand colonists, equal to what is allotted
to the President of the United States, the first magistrate
or head of a sovereign and independent nation numbering
upwards of one-and-twenty millions of souls !

Item, the little knot of officials, Crown nominees, and
lickspittle colonists, into whose hands so preposterous a
system virtually throws the whole legislation of the colony,
arrange the electoral districts by an Act of the Local Le-
gislature, as they are permitted and authorised to do by
Act of Parliament, so that fifteen thousand of the citizens
of Sydney shall have no more political weight O.i"inﬂ-uence
in the country, than fifteen hundred of the inhabitants of
a frontier district seven hundred miles distant from the

12
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seat of government ; the reason for this Avful Dodge being
that the inhabitants of Sydney are anxious for political
improvement and general reform, while the inhabitants of
the frontier distriet are almost exclusively tenants of the
Crown and their servants, who can of course be very easily
managed, especially at so great a distance.

Ttem, under this artful system, and in order to extend
the influence and increase the number of the retainers of
the Local Executive, the enormous revenue which is
raised in the eolony, in proportion to its actual population,
is expended in great measure in the maintenance of un-
necessary offices, or in the payment of salaries enormously
disproportioned to the services rendered to the community;
insomuch that the construction of all public works of ur-
gent necessity for the welfare and advancement of the
colony, such as roads, bridges, tanks, reservoirs, break-
waters, &c., &e., is either not undertaken at all, or re-
tarded and stopped for want of funds, while the appro-
priations even for the education of the colonial youth are
paltry in the extreme.”

# One of the first duties of a Government in such a country as
New South Wales is to keep the public roads in a state of vepair;
and with so ample a revenue as there has hitherto been available
for public purposes in that colony, this duty ought, unquestionably,
to have been efficiently and satisfactorily discharged. Irom a
yecent colonial paper, however, containing a return of the amount
expended for this purpose for five or six years past, it appears thad
the total amount voted and expended in New South Wales, inchud
ing the district of Port Phitlip, for making and illlln'm'ing the roads
of the colony, from the 1st January, 1846, to the 31st October, 1551,

was mly 52,703l 10s. 1d., being an average annual expenditure of

not more than about 8,800, This paltry amount was all that wis
expended for the last six years on the roads of New South Wales
and Port Phillip, countries larger than all Great Britain and Franct,
and producing a revenue, available for general purposcs, of half o
million & year! But it stands to reason that if the public money 1
expended, a M’*Bml“y i, in the support of useless or extravagantly

paid Mﬁm Be available also for the formation or repdi™

of voads; and therefore the public must suffer, The loss which
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Ttem, instead of having a fixed and liberal system for
the disposal of waste land, as in the American colonies,
the system in the Australian colonies has been changed,
within my own recollection, like the wages of Jacob, ten
times, to the unspeakable annoyance and loss of the colo-
nists; while the system at present in operation has often
been so illiberally and oppressively administered, and the
delays interposed by interested and corrupt functionaries
so extremely vexatious, as to prove in numerous instances
absolutely ruinous to the bond fide settler.*

colonists sustain from this single item of bad government, government
from Downing Street, is incaleulable. On returning to Sydney from
the Gold Regions, by the public road over the Blue Mountains, in
October last (1851), T observed quite a succession of parties, who
were so far on their way to the diggings, encamped under the heavy
rain that was falling at the time, in the open forest on the road side;
as the shafts in some instances, and in others the axles of their
drays, had been broken on the wretehed roads they had had to
traverse. There they had to remain for days— perhaps for weeks
—in the utmost discomfort imaginable, till they could get their
shafts replaced or their axles mended forty or fifty miles off. On
my last journey overland between Sydney and Melbourne, I en-
quired on the way for two postmen—very civil, obliging men, with
each of whom I had travelled a whole day on my former journeys,
but who I found were no longer on the road. One of them 1 was
told had been drowned in swimming with the mail-bags across a
narrow gully,—where a few pounds would have been sufficient to have
construeted a wooden bridge,—while the other had been lamed for life
from the overturning of his vehicle, T have been twice thrown ot of
the mail-carviage myself on that route, escaping on both occasions
with my life, almost miraculously. Butindependently of the lossof life,
whichis considerable, the colonists lose far more in this way every year
than would be sufficient to keep the roads in a state of complete repair,
* It is quite amusing to hear Lord Stanley, now Earl Derby, —
after giving the colony of New South Wales the wretched burlesque of
a Constitution, of which I have thus sketehed ont the leading features,
—in the year 1842, expressing his hope in a despatch to the Gover-
nor, of date 5th September, 1842, that the colonists would be duly

grateful for the “ small mercies they were going to receive.”
“In conclusion, T have only to express my anxious, but confi-
dent hope, that the Act which I_ :;ow transmit to you, conferring

1 }
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Such, then, is the miserable and suicidal policy whic,
Great Britain has been pursuing, in the government of he,
colonies, ever since the War of American Independence,

upon the inhabitants of New South Wales, powers so extensive fo,
the administration of their own local affairs, will be received by
them with feelings corresponding with those which have indneed

her Majesty, by my advice, to divest herself of so large a portion of

her authority over the internal management of the colony, and, with
the aid of Parliament, to grant so large a measure of self-govern.
ment ; — that the powers thus vested in the Local Legislature will
be wisely and temperately exercised ; —and that her Majesty may
have the high satisfaction of witnessing, as the result of her gl-;u‘;‘,,;.
boon to the eolony, its continued advanee in religion and morality .
its steady progress in wealth and social improvement; and the I!Jr.
manent happiness and contentment of her people.— 1 have th
honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
“STANLEY.”

The following Notes, appended to a Return to an Address of the
Legislative Council of New South Wales, in the year 1846, exhibit-
ing the amount derived from the sales of waste land throughout the
territory, during the ten years from 1836 to 1845 inclusive, will
show the way in which this most important department of the pub-
lic service has hitherto been managed in the colonies under Down-
ing Street domination.

“In the year 1831, Lord Ripon’s regulations for the abolition of
free grants, and the sale by auction of all Crown lands, were first
promulgated in the colony.

‘1839, —In this year the minimum price was raised from 5s. to
12s. per acre.

41841, — In this year the system of sale at a fixed price of 17. per
aere was introduced into the district of Port Phillip.

%1842, —1In this year the system of sale by auction was resumed
throughout the colony, at a minimum upset price of 12s. per acr
for country lands, with liberty to select portions not bid for at the
upset price.

*1848. — In this year the minimum price was raised to 1/. p
acre, by the Act of the Imperial Parliament 5th and 6th Victoria,
cap. 36.”

Here were six different systems, all established by authority, in
successive operation for the disposal of land in New South Wales,
within the short period of twelve years!
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Like some old withered hag, she has been gratifying to
the full her fust of empire, and sacrificing every thing tha:.
was really valuable and desirable for the gratification of
the unhallowed passion — the hopes and prospects, nay,
the very existence, of myriads of her people at home, and
the welfare and advancement of myriads of her -people
abroad. It is recorded, as one of the golden sayings of
the good King Henry of Castile, “that he fear-ed the
curses of his people more than the weapons of his ene-
mies” Would God we had rulers in Britain that really
feared the curses of their people, either at home or abroad !
Deep and hollow, like a voice from the sepulchre, they
rise to the listening ear of heaven from the cheerless
haunts of wretchedness in every city of the land; and
they ave wafted across the ocean with every breeze from
her remotest colony !

At an early period after the great Protestant Reforma-
tion, Great Britain was elevated to the high and honour-
able position of the first Protestant nation in Christendom ;
and there was given her a colonial empire such as no other
Protestant nation has ever possessed. Her peculiar mis-
sion among the nations— her high and holy mission —was
therefore to colonize the waste places of the earth with
her Protestant people; and we have only to look at the
magnificent results of the colonization of New England,
that noblest colony ever planted by man, to have some idea
of what Britain might have done for the cause of God and
of Protestantism, had she only done her duty, had she only
fulfilled her mission. In two centuries exactly, the twenty
thousand Puritans of New England had become a great
people of two millions and a quarter; and during the last
half century before the close of that period, they had called
into existence a colonial and thoroughly Protestant popu-
lation besides, of upwards of four millions of souls !

“We often hear it said,” observes the eluqng’p’_t{'_j}f.wﬁnn
of England, *that the world is constantly | ecoming more
and more enlightened, and that this enlight ing must be

14
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favourable to Protestantism, and unfavourable to Catholie.
ism. We wish that we could think so. But we sce great
reason to doubt whether this be a well founded expec-
tation. We see that during the last two hundred and fif
years the human mind has been in the highest degree
active ; that it has made great advances in every branch of
natural philosophy ; that it has produced innumerable in-
ventions tending to promote the convenience of life; that
medicine, surgery, chemistry, engineering have heen v
greatly improved ; that government, police, and law |
been improved, though not to so great an extent as the
phyiscal sciences, Yet we see that during these two
| and ﬁfty years Protestantism has made no con-
vm-th speaking of. Nay, we believe that as far as
Mhas been a change, that change has, on the whole,

“In fifty years from the day on which Luther publicly
‘renounced communion with the Papacy, and burnt the bull
~ of Leo before the gates of Wittenberg, Protestantisin

attained its highest ascendency, an ascendency which it

: 1 lost, and which it has never regained. Hundveds,
who could well remember Brother Martin a devout Catho-
lic, lived to see the revolution, of which he was the chief
author, vietorious in half the States of Europe. InEngland,
Emﬁu!lﬂ, Denmark, Sweden, Livonia, Prussia, Saxony,
e, W Gmburg, the Palatinate, in several cantons of

e Northern Nethevlands, the Refor mation

. p- 208, 1 Ibid. p. 221.
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to her uniform and systematic refusal of that self-govern-
ment, that freedom and independence, to which her colq-

nists had an inherent and indefeasible right by the law of

nature and the ordinance of God.

Instead, therefore, of pluming herself for the services
slie has rendered to the Protestant Reformation, let Great
Britain hang her diminished head, and listen in silence to
the sentence that awaits her, for having ruined its interests
and betrayed its cause. For it is entirely owing to her
neglect of duty, her breach of trust, in regard to this vital
interest of Protestantism, that the Reformation cannot
now number up millions and millions more of a people of
British origin and Protestant religion, in countries that
are still tenanted only by the grizly bear or the timid
kangaroo. Whether the lamentable shortcomings of Grear
Britain, in the non-fulfilment of her high and holy mission,
are not sufficient to involve a forfeiture of her colonial
empire in the high court of heaven, it is not for me to
determine ; but methinks I see the handwriting against
hier upon the wall —methinks I hear this forfeiture de-
clared by a voice from the Eternal !

The loss annually sustained by the British nation,
through this gross mismanagement of the British colonics,
is incalculable, while the gain to the United States is
correspondingly great; for much, if not all, that we lose
through our bad system, they gain through their good one.
In particular, no foreigners ever emigrate voluntarily to
the British colonies; but the influx of foreigners — many
of them people of substance as well as of respectable
standing in society—into the colonies of the United States
is very great; and the Union receives annually a large
aceession both of wealth and strength from this source.
In two years very lately, not fewer than twenty-five thou-
sand Germans emigrated to the United States from the
kingdom of Prussia alone, carrying with them not less
than five millions of German dollars. By dint of great
exertion in certain quarters, there has of late been a con-

THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA. 179

siderable German emigration to South Australia and Port
Phillip; but the voluntary and self-originated emigration
from Germany is all to the United States; and the fact

«can only be regarded as a strong condemnation by foreign-

ers of our colonization system, as compared with that of
the United States.™

But the number even of British subjects, of the middle
and more respectable classes of society, who annually
emigrate to the United States, is beyond all comparison
greater than that of those who emigrate voluntarily to
the British colonies.+ I have myself known many in-
stances of persons of this class who greatly preferred our
Australian climate to that of the United States, and who
would gladly have cast in their lot with a British rather
than with an American community; but who made up
their minds at last to emigrate to America from their
thorough detestation of our colonial system. Now, when
it is considered that every inhabitant of the United States
consumes only about seven shillings and sixpence worth
of British produce and manufactures annually, whereas
every inhabitant of the Australian colonies consumes from
seven to ten pounds’ worth, the loss which Great Britain
sustains in this way must be immense. There has no
doubt been a considerable emigration of families and indi-

. viduals of this class to the colony of Port Phillip, since

that province was opened for settlement about sixteen
years ago; and the Colonial Office has most unwarrantably
taken much credit to itself from the fact. For that fact
merely demonstrates the irrepressible desire for emigration

* The number of individuals who annually emigrate from Ger-
many to the United States is 30,000, who carry with them at least
5,000,000 Prussian dollars, or about 750,000L The emigration from
Bavaria alone, during the five years from 1835 to ]BEWFI amounted
to 24,500, with a capital of 7,000,000 florins, or 675,000/, — West-
minster Review, for 1849, p, 97, R

t I allude of course to the period preceding the discovery of an
extensive gold field in Australia, b
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that pervades all classes in the mother-country ; for if sycl,
an emigration has taken place, even under the wretehe
system I have indicated above, what amount of emigration
might there not have been, had there been a liberal system
in operation all along !

But the strangest and most humiliating fact of all, iy
illustration and in condemnation of our colonization
system, as compared with that of the United States, is
the wholesale emigration to America from Ireland for
years past, and the abject character and condition of
large proportion of the emigrants. These emigrants, it is
well known, are “ the hewers of wood and the drawers of
water” in the United States; they are employed in all
manner of servile work, as diggers of canals, as labourers
upon the earth-works of railways—in doing every thing, in
short, that the humblest Americanworkman disdains to do.
Now, what a humiliating and degrading condition is thig
for any country in Christendom, and especially for any
portion of the United Kingdom, to be reduced to — to be
a mere breeding state, like Virginia, for the rearing of
“white niggers,” as they are technically called over the
water, for the haughty republicans of America! The
very idea is sufficient to make one's blood boil with vir-
tuous indignation. “Look at Ireland,” said the Duke of
Sotomayor to Lord Palmerston, when the latter was ten-
dering his advice, somewhat unseasonably, as to the in-
ternal government of Spain: ¢ Look at Ireland!” For
my own part, as a Christian man, I cannot help thinking
that it would have been far less dishonourable to Great
Britain to have heen defeated either at Trafalgar or
Waterloo, than to have allowed a foreigner, and tha
foreigner a Spaniard too, to speak these three words to &
British Minister. It is no disgrace to a great nation to
be defeated in a just cause, taking it for granted that the
cause in both of these cases was a just one, which is some-
what doubtful ; but it is a deep disgrace to any nation to
allow whole masses of its people to sink into such a cou-
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dition of social degradation as to warrant the whole
volume of charges implied in the speech of the Duke of
Sotomayor, * Look at Ireland!” We may naturally feel
indignant at Cicero’s telling us that there was nothing to
be got in Britain in his time but slaves, and even these of
so inferior a class, that one could not pick out either a
schoolmaster or a fiddler from a whole shipload of them !
But there is a much worthier ohject for our indignation
here; for what is this wholesale emigration from Ireland
to the United States but a species of  white slavery”
with which we condescend to furnish Ameriea, simply be-
cause her colonization system is incomparably better than

'ours, and because that better system alone enables her to

employ our surplus poor, whom we are glad to get rid of]
after having first degraded them to the level of slaves?
For I have no hesitation in expressing my decided opinion
that, if the extraordinary facilities which the British
empire affords for colonization were duly turned to ac-
count, by giving her Australian colonies entire freedom
and independence, on condition of their co-operating with
the mother-country in carrying out a great system of na-
tional emigration, every overburdened class of society in
the United Kingdom would speedily be relieved ; compe-
tition in every branch of business would be diminished ;
poverty and destitution would in great measure disappear
from the face of society, and crime would be wonderfully
lessened in amount. It is her colonies that serve as the
safety-valve for America; and I am confident the time is
not too late even yet for her present colonies to prove the
safety-valve for Great Britain also. The extent of desti-
tution and suffering that result from a redundaney of
population is much greater, and the amount of emigration
that is necessary to have a salutary effect upon a country
suffering from such a redundaney, is much smaller than is
generally supposed. It is the last ounce that breaks the
back of the camel —it is the last drop that makes the

pitcher overflow.
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CHAP. IIL

THE PRESENT CRISIS IN THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES; AND
THE DUTY OF GREAT BRITAIN IN THAT CRISIS,

SecrioN I.— EARL GREY AND Lorp NorTH; orR PREPARATIONS,
AFTER THE oOLD PATTERN, For THE DISMEMBERMENT OF AN
EMPIRE.

Ir Earl Grey had heen studying how he could best
alienate the affections of the Australian colonies from the
mother-country, so as to ensure the speedy dismemberment
of the empire, he could scarcely have adopted a fitter
eourse of procedure for the attainment of his object than
the one he has been pursuing for years past. Lord North
has evidently been his “Great Apollo,” and the spirit of
that defunct statesman, whose name will ever be asso-
ciated with the disasters and dishonour of his country,
appears to have been the evil genius of the Colonial
Office since the year 1846.

The grand object of Earl Grey’s administration has
been to force upon the Australian colonies a continuance
‘of the transportation-system, in direct opposition to his
‘own express pledges on the subject, and to the almost
‘unanimous protest and remonstrances of the colonists. A
great deal of casuistry has been employed by the Colonial
‘Office and its men of business, of that peculiar description
which characterized the special pleading of the department
in the case of the West India dispatches, to prove that Eal
Grey never pledged himself not to continue transportation
to Van Dieman’s Land. But I confess I regard it as &
matter of very little moment indeed whether he pledged
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himself or not ; for I have yet to learn that the opinion of
_any Secretary of State, on any subject whatever affecting
the interests of colonists, is to be weighed for one moment
against the deliberate opinion of a whole series of British
colonies. Every insult has been heaped upon the colonies,
and especially upon the unfortunate colony of Van
Dieman’s Land, in connection with this matter; every

 discreditable manceuvre has been resorted to to steal a

‘march upon them, and to worm out of them something
that may be interpreted as an expression of acquiescence
in the meditated infliction : everything has been sacrificed
‘to promote the conviet policy of Earl Grey.

I had the honour, as one of the two Representatives of
the city of Sydney in the late Legislative Council of
New South Wales, during the year 1850, to present the
most numerously signed petition that had ever been pre-
sented to the Colonial Legislature, against the renewal
of transportation to that colony. It had 36,589 names
attached to it, — names of persons of all ranks in society,
and from all parts of the colony.* But although I had
cordially participated from the first in the anti-trans-
portation movement, and had protested, in the strongest
manner, against the continuance of transportation to any
of the actnal colonies of Eastern Australia, or to any
part of the eastern coast of that continent, I took oc-
‘casion, in my speech on the subject in Counecil, —as I
had done before a Select Committee of the House of
Commons in the year 1837, — to express my decided
approval of transportation in the abstract, as a speecies of
punishment for crime. I cannot therefore be regarded
as a prejudiced witness in the case, or as being actuated
by mere party spirit, in opposing a measure of import-
ance in the eyes of the Colonial Office. On the contrary,
1 consider the continuance of transportation as one of

ARR VR A

* The number of signatures to the petition }nM‘@ the con-

tinuance of transportation on the same oceasion was only 525,
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the political necessities of the British Empire; and |
regard the punishment itself, if properly carried out
both humane and reformatory in a very high degree,
But as there is no political necessity for the continuanc
of transportation to Van Dieman’s Land, or for its ex-
tension to any part of the eastern coast of Australia,
it was folly in the extreme on the part of Earl Grey, —
it was something akin to political insanity, like Torq
North's, — to force upon the colonies a measure so ex-
ceedingly distasteful, and thereby to imperil their con-
nection with the British Empire. The Australian Ang-
Transportation League, which his Lordship’s impolitic
measures virtually called into existence, is one of those
characteristic features of the times, which cannot pos-
sibly be without important results. It has given the
colonists the idea of a Union of the Colonies. It has
taught them, moreover, that union is strength ; and it has
furnished them with an instrument which they may use
on some other occasion, and with still greater effect.

The Australian Colonies Bill of 1850 was supposed, by
ill-informed people at home, both in Parliament and out
of it, to have been a great improvement on the previous
system. As far as the colony of New South Wales is
concerned, it has been quite the reverse. It lowered the
franchise, indeed, from twenty to ten pounds, — a con-
cession, be it remarked (as a proof of how little either
the people or the people’s House care for the colonics),
for which the colonies were indebted, not to the House
of Commons, but to the House of Lords, — but in leaving
the apportionment of the electoral districts to the actual
Legislature, it virtually provided for the establishment
of a worse system of government than the one previously
in existence. For to suppose that the interests of the
people would be safe in the hands of a Legislature con-
sisting, to the extent of one-third of its whole number,
of government nominees, with a revenue of enormous
amount, as compared with the actual population, to ap-

) as
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propriate for the extension of official patronage, and the
purchase of political adherence, was pre-eminently absurd,
Earl Grey was not left in ignorance as to the probable
issue of so unwarrantable an experiment. Sir William
‘Molesworth had stated distinetly, in his speech on the
Australian Colonies Bill, that the interests of the colonists
could not be safe in the hands of the actual Legislature ;
and it was therefore the bounden duty of the Colonial
Office to have sent out instructions to the local Execu-
tive, to ensure the carrying out of the Act on the prin-
ciples of common sense and common honesty. But as no
such instructions were sent out with the Act, and as the
Act itself was actually carried out by the Government-
packed Legislature to which the colony was subjected at
the time, on the principles of political swindling and
downright knavery, Earl Grey is chargeable with the
entire result, agreeably to the maxim Quod Jacit per
alium, fucit per se. The best part of the colonists have
been cheated and robbed of their political rights and
privileges, as I have already shown in the case of the
city of Sydney, under the mockery of an Act of Par-
liament, which official influence was permitted to mutilate
on its passage, so as to deprive the colonists of all the
benefits it designed. It is generally believed, indeed, in
New South Wales, that all this was clearly foreseen in
Downing Street, and was artfully contrived in order to
elicit from the mock Legislature, which would thus be
created, an expression of opinion in favour of a resump..
tion of transportation to that colony ! ,
This peculiar species of political knavery,—in ﬂtmtma
the electoral systems of the colomes, 80 a3 to repreas, ¢

was one of the regular devices of Lord No d‘ his
sociates, and one of the fruitful causel,@ W
evolution. T )
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“In North Carolina, at this juncture,” observes the ;..
forian, “a general ferment was excited by the efforts of
Dobbs, the Royal Governor, so to alter (partly by creating
new boroughs and counties, and partly by other rnuauun:s;
the system of popular representation, as to ensurc to the
Crown an entire ascendant over the deliberations of tl¢
provincial assembly. From these measures, after e had
pursued them so far as to kindle a high degree of public
spirit in the province, he was at last compelled to depart,
by the resolute opposition of the assembly, accompanicd
by such expressions of popular indignation as strangly
betokened a revolt against his authority.”* '

Again, “ On a question from New Jersey in 1773, witl,
respect to the number of representatives from ecertain
counties or places, the attorney-general Raymond adviscd
the King that he might regulate the number to be sent
{rom each place, or might restrain them from sending any
at his pleasure. In 1747, on a similar question from
New Hampshire, the Crown lawyers, Ryder and Murray,
informed his Majesty that the right of sending represcn-
tatives to the assembly was founded, originally, on the
commissions and instructions given by the Crown to the
governors of New Hampshire.” — ¢« These question:,
Pitkin [an American writer] very justly observes, could
be settled only by a Revolution.”}

A third particular in which Earl Grey, as the Autocrat
of all the colonies of Britain, has identified himself with
the real authors of the American Revolution, and in
which he has even surpassed King James the Second,
King William the Third, and Lord North himself, is the
appointment of a Governor-General for the Australian
‘colonies, under the sole authority of the Colonial Office,
and without any Act of Parliament whatsoever. The
idea of combining the whole of the American colonic

* Grahame's History of the United States, iv, 75, (Anno 1760.)
1 Thid, iii. 58,
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nder one general government, and subjecting them to a
rnor-General, to be under the sole authority of the
own, originated with a British monarch, whose opi-
s and practice, in what his worthy grandfather used
call # kingeraft,” doubtless deserve all honour and imita-
from the Colonial Office of the present day,—I mean
ng James the Second [11 The fact itself, with the views
objects of its worthy projector, is thus detailed by
e historian of America : —
“The project of a general government, embracing all
e colonies, which had been devised by James the Second,
but rendered abortive by the Revolution, was now (1692)
~ revived by this enterprising politician (Nicholson, gover-
nor of Virginia), who beheld in it at once the most
effectual means of securing the absolute authority of the
Parent State, and the fairest promise of his own ascent
to the pinnacle of provincial greatness. By his merit in
promoting an object so agreeable to the English Court,
added to his boasted influence and experience in America,
he hoped to entitle himself to the appointment of Go-
vernor-General ; and this ambitious vision seems to have
mainly influenced his Janguage and actions during his
second presidency in Virginia.” * -
Again, “ He [Governor Nicholson] cooperated (anno
1698) with his friend, Colonel Quarry, another function-
ary of the Crown in North America, in the composition
of the memorials which were presented in Quarry’s
name to the Commissioners of Trade and Plantations in
England. These memorials represented the colonists of
America, and the Virginians in particular, as deeply _'"”;'_
bued with republican principles ; strongly recommended
immediate recourse to the most rigorous measures f
~ preserving the ascendancy of the Royal prerogative ; a
~ especially suggested, “that all the Englis

* Grahame's History of the UﬂﬂM
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one viceroy, and that a standing army be there kept oy
foot to subdue the encmies of Royal authority.” #

But the American colonists, of the Anti-Revolution
period, were too watchful over their own rights ang

liberties, ever to permit such an appointment as that of

a Governor-General to be made in their midst ; and the
project had therefore to be abandoned, with every in-
clination in the proper quarters to carry it out, BB
mark the progress of the true principles of government i,
our period !  Without consulting either House of Pap-
liament, and certainly without censulting the Australiay
colonies, Earl Grey merely nods * to Lis underling ; and
forthwith the parchment, with the sign manual attached,
is duly issued, and a Govermor-General is created for
Australia !

I am strongly of opinion, however, with that able po-
litician, Nebuchadnezzar, that it is of no use to set up
a golden image for the people to worship, in the plain of
Dura, unless you can make that worship compulsory :
and as red-hot fiery furnaces are no longer in use as
instruments of government, a hue and ery must he got
up in the proper quarter about the Defences of Port
Jackson,” and urgent dispatches must be written calling
for «Protection for the colony, and especially for the
gold mines,” to ensure the regular and approved sub-
stitute of the times, viz., plenty of red-coats, to be paid
for by the people. These are the ariful dodges actually
in progress to maintain the state and dignity of the
Governor-General. So far, however, as the thing has
gone, this Downing Street demonstration has proved a
signal failure. So sheer an insult was the appointment
considered to the colonies generally, that some of them,
as for instance South Australia, got up an expression of
indignation on the occasion ; but so utterly useless, as

* Grahame's History of the United States, iii. 15.
T Nutu quatit Olympum, (scil, Jupiter) — VirciL.
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unealled for, was the appointment, that the rest
y thought it worth while to be angry. In short
ing Street exclaimed,

overnor-General ! A Governor-General for Australia "

0 m;__ﬁ the exal;lple, fell down and worshipped accord-
 But the colonists looked on in utter scorn, and
y replied,

« A Popinjay! Good friends! A Popinjay

1%

1105 1L — EArt Grey AND Lorp NowTm continued; oR Tae
GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

But who, it may be asked, is the man whom Ea.rl Grey
elights to honour with the new and dignified appointment
of Governor-General of Australia? The present governor
of New South Wales is his Excellency, Sir Charles Au-
gustus Fitz Roy, of the ducal House of Graftou.. I-{e
had previously been Governor of the island of Antigua, in
the West Indies ; and on his arrival in New South Wales,
he was accompanied by his lady, the late qugMary
Fitz Roy, a daughter of the Duke of Richmond, and two
sons, who had both reached man’s estate, &
arrival, Lady Mary, who was much liked,
nately killed by a fall from her curricle ;

taken fright, when the Governor was i

It is very questionable policy, as well as an ev
to introduce upon the stage a function
not wanted, and for whom there is
e maxim of Horace is as good in politics as
' “ Nee Deus intersit, nisi dignus

Inciderit.” — Horar. Ars
was certainly no such nodus i 4




190 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR

Excellency or not, the reader will judge from the sequel,
For my own part, I presume to offer no opinion on (),
subject.

To all appearance, as well as in the general opinion of

the colonists, Sir Charles Fitz Roy is a man wit], neither
head nor heart —

* Suns eyes, sans ears, sans taste, sans everything,”

By orders from Home, we pay him 5000/ a year, witl,
various valuable perquisites besides, for governing the co-
lony; but as he is universally understood to be somewha
effete and incapable in matters of government, we have to
pay 1500Z a year to a Colonial Secretary, as governor's
keeper; the latter doing much of the work, without shar-
ing the responsibility. From the distinguished position
which his Excellency and his two sons—one of whom i
his private secretary — hold in the colony, they arc ne-
cessarily the observed of all observers ; and their influcnce
on the community, whether for good or for evil, is corre-
spondingly great. As the reader will therefore desire to
have a glance at their likenesses, I beg to refer him to the
following full-length portrait, which was drawn ecighty
years ago by the ablest limner of his day. It is a family
picture; and the beauty of it is that it still exhibits the
family likenesses as true to the life as ever.

“There is a certain family in this country, on which
nature seems to have entailed an hereditary basencss of
disposition, As far as their history has been known, the
gon has regularly improved upon the vices of his father,
and has taken care to transmit them pure and undiminishcl
into the bosom of his successor. In the senate, their
abilities have confined them to those humble, sordid sc1-
viees in which the scavengers of the ministry arc usually
employed. But in the memoirs of private treachery, they
stand first and unrivalled. The following story will sexve
to illustrate the character of this respectable family, and
to convinee the world, that the present possessor has as

it
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elear a title to the infamy of his ancestors, as he has to
their estate. Tt deserves to Be recorded, for the euriosity
_of the fact, and should he given to the public, as a warn-
g to every honest member of gociety. The present Lord
Drnbam, who is now in the deeline of life, lately eultivated
the acqnaintance of g younger brother of a family, with
whigh he had lived in some degree of intimacy and friend-
ghip. The young man had long been the dupe of a most
unhappy attachment to g common prostitute, g friends
and relations foresaw the consequences of this connection,
and did every thing that depended upon them to save him
from ruin; But he had a friend in Lord Irnham, whose
- advice rendered all their endeavours ineffectual:  This
hoary lecher, &o.”* , PLb s
1 The hoary lecher I—Qood —hut we must stop here, and
proceed with our illustrationg, . o e el
As Her Majesty makes a Royal progress at home aver
year, it is natural that Her Representatives in the aolbp;,eﬁ
should do the same. . Whether they imitate the good exr
amplo of their Royal mistress in other respects is not, quite
80 cvident. At all events, Sir Charles Fitz Roy was e
. gaged in one of hiy Viceregal progresses in New Soa
ales, when he reached the inland town of Berrima, about
ghty miles from Sydney, and toole up his abode at a re-
spectable < hostelrie” in the town, In the domestic estah-
aent of the innkeeper, there was a young woman, the
hiter of a settler in the neighbourhood, of the name of
who, T helieve, was a native of the colony, and had
been the champion of New South Wales, Misg
b seems, was by no means destituto of personal
3@5 d appears to have fixed the regards
teneral himself.  What ocourred at
1 mﬁ:mm;-tnm due time 1
g enceinte, the fact wag inhumanly laid
¢ Most Giracious ok Vi

s S’ B
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honest man wounld be likely to do, whether a pugilist or
yot ; and he came at length to Sydney for redress: hut
meeting with some such cold reception ag humble people
like hLimself are likely to do when asking redress of any
kind at the mansions of Governors-General, he placed Lig
case in the hands of an able solicitor in Sydney—William
Thurlow, Esq.—the Right Worshipful the Mayor of that
city for the past and present years. ;

My, Thurlow accordingly stated his case, and preferred
hig claim upon his Excellency, in the usual style, demand-
ing compensation for the loss of the services of his client's
child. = As there were other members of “the household”
't Berrima on the occasion in question, it would doubtless
have been very difficult for Mr. Thurlow—shrewd lawyer
though he is—to ascertain (as it was alleged he should
have done beforchand,) to which member of the exem-
plary family the paternity in the case was to be assigned;
Put as this was no part of his client’s cage, he stuck to the
‘Governor-Genéral, and the result was that a sum of two
Tumdred pounds, as wag reported, was paid to C—— to
‘prevent exposure and disgrace ¥
" Tf the reader should feel inclined to question the pro-
priety of my entering into these details, T think he will
searcely do go on reflection, for the following reasons i—

1. “No nation, or people,” I quote from the able writer
on America whom I'have repeatedly cited, ““ can ever be

"!Ilk indifferent to the moral character of its political
” chiefs and lea&ra o) and therefore if that character
A ” a"; MW “f ﬂﬂm’i%ﬁy: that i statement to the effect of l.h-(: UIH!‘
0 above was made to the Duke of Newcastle, on the anthority of
; of tionable character and standing in Sydney, by a gen-
¢ ’ﬂm in New South Wales, but now in office in England.
A4 has sinoe been: contradioted, however,: from o high quarter in the
! | has expressed bimself satigfied that there was
}\ﬂ‘ln only say that His Grace is very cosily

A e ‘
w.hg imbued with the persuasion, (which
n subsequent experience tonded to illus-
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& virtue and. prudence afford the surest (est of the purit
of patrmtlc purpose and resolution, — Grahame, iv, 316
* Sir Walter Scott’s Life, by Lockhart, 4
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happens to be notoriously bad in any P“"ticu}a"b;f’:m““";
it ought, for the benefit of lacfetY- to be pu ';“Y "T‘"‘
fearlessly exposed. No doubt, it may be. s “‘t' it
sardous to make the attempt; but, as Sir Walter hcr{tt
observes in his Diary, «If we do not run :s.ome haz:tr'(l”m
our attempts to do good, where is the merit of them ol
It has been an ancient practice with the Colonial Office
to send out men for the highest appointments in the
colonies who have been bankrupt alike in character
and in purse; and if this practice has been continued
to the very latest period in New South Wales, it has
“doubtless been because the people have hitherto had so
little to say in the management of their own affairs. 1
confess,” says Oldmixon, an American annalist of the
earlier part of last century, “it gives me a great deal of
pain, in writing this history, to see what sort of governors
I meet with in the Plantations.”t And, in reference to
a perviod much nearer that of our great Apollo, Lord
North, another writer on America observes —

“It unfortunately happened for our American provinces,
at the time we now treat of, that a government in any of
our colonies in those parts was searcely looked upon in
any other light than that of an hospital where the fa-
vourites of the ministry might lie till they had recovered

their broken fortunes; and oftentimes they served as
- asylums from their ereditors.” |

We seem, however, to have improved in Australia, even
upon Lord North and his times: for, without descending
to paxdgu[nrs, there is no place in New South Wales that

trate and confirm), that a nation can never be safely indi,
: na Y indifferent to the
moral characters of its political chifs and leaders; and thag private

‘ Diary, vol. vi, 139,
Oldmixon, qnot_ad by Grahme. vol, ii, 302, y’_ ,i "
Wl'y'nne (an Amermnl writer), also quoted hydriﬁ’im‘, vol, iii,
: §40 Wil B,
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could furnish so large a contribution to the Scandalous

Chronicle as Government House, Sydney.

9. As the citizens of Sydney have, on two different occa-
sions during the past two years, dO{le me the 11‘0[10111‘ to
elect me one of their representatives in t-he Colonial I,(-gl_;_‘
lature, placing me on the latter occasion uft the. head of
the poll by the largest majority ever known in the colony,
I have not merely a right, but I am loudly called on, to

interfere for the protection of the public morals, in a
e best and dearest interests of the eiti-

r in which th
. It is reported that when

ens ave so deeply concerned. ted
the Earl of Shaftesbury was consulted within the last
two years, as to whether the city of Sydney Was a proper
place for Mr. Sidney Herbert’s fema!e.emlgramlsl;o .lu-
sent to, he replied in the negative, giving our fair city
and its inhabitants a very indifferent character. Now,
without deeming it necessary to inquire wh'cthur his
Lordship was right or wrong in this condemnation of the
city of Sydney, 1 have only to express a hup.e., that \\;ln-n
he nest condescends to characterize the citizens of the
metropolis of Australia, in which, I am happy to. state,
there are thousands of families and individuals as virtuous
as his lordship, he will adopt the poet’s maxim — Pru_m-
piuin a Jove—and begin with Her Majesty’s Representative.
For, connected as his lordship has formerly been with t]ul-
Royal Commission of Sewers for the cities of London and
Westminster, I can assure him, that there is no lncum_\;
in these cities that requires a more liberal app]i('.aliion of
the disinfecting fluid — of the moral ehlorate of lime —
than Government House, Sydney : there is no back slum,
gither in London or Westminster, that stands mor
“urgently in need of a thorough elean-out. :
"Phe last instance T shall adduce of the complete ident:-
fication of Earl Grey with his

% Most noble, reverend, and approved good masters &

of the Lord North school is the idea which his lordship
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has repeatedly put forth, that the governors of all the
British colonies should have their salaries paid by the
mother country, or, in other words, that they should be o
sort of out-door paupers, supported by the parishes in
Eungland! Whether any of the Australian colonies would
be abject enough to consent to such a proposal, the real
object of which is to make the governors the complete
tools of their paymasters, I shall not say; for under a
Government-packed Legislature, with nearly half a million
a year to appropriate in salaries for offices of all kinds,
whether necessary or not, there will always be plenty of
people abject enough for any thing — plenty of “four-
footed beasts and creeping things:” but it is positively
refreshing, while it tends to raise one’s opinion of human
nature, to contemplate the manner in which so insidious a
proposal was received by the patrviots of the olden time
in America. The following passage from the American
historian relates to events that took place during the ad-
ministration of Governor Hutchinson, the last Royal
Governor of the Colony of Massachusetts : —

“ Hutchinson had enjoyed his commission as governor
but a very short time, when he acquainted the provincial
assembly that he no longer required a salary from them,
as the king bad made provision for his support. By this
measure, the British Court expected gradually to intro-
duce into practical operation the principle for which it
had already contended, of rendering the emoluments, as
well as the communication and endurance of executive
functions in Amu’erica.,'whollyr dependent on the pleasure
of the Crown; and doubtless it was supposed that the
Americans would give little heed to the principle of an
innovation of which the first practical effect was to reljeyve
themselves from a considerable burden. But the Ameri-
cans valued liberty more than money, and Justly aceounted
it the political basis on which reposed the stability of every
temporal advantage. Hutchinson’s communiecation was
maturely considered ; and about a month afterwards the

x 2
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assembly, by a message, declared to him that the royal
provision for his support, and his own acceptance of it,
was an infraction of the rights of the inhabitants recog-
nized by the pmvincial charter, an insult to the assembly,
and an invasion of the important trust which from the
foundation of their commonwealth they had ever con-
tinued to exercise.” ¥

Again, on his subsequent “avowal, that he 'C(H.llil no
longer authorise a provincial provision for the judges, as
the king had undertaken to provide for #2eir remuneration
also, the assembly instantly passed a resolution declaring
that this measure tended to the subversion of justice and
equity ; and that while the tenure of judicial office con-
tinued to depend on the pleasure of the king, ‘any of the
judges who shall accept of and depend upon the pleasure
of the Crown for his support, independent of the grants of
the assembly, will discover that he is an enemy of the con-
stitution, and has it in his heart to promote the establish-
ment of arbitrary power in the province.’ " *

Now, if ¢ coming events cast their shadows before,” it
can scarcely be difficult to anticipate the events in which
the proceedings I have related above are likely to issue in
Australia.

Sperron 111 — THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD IN AUSTRALIA, AND 115
PROBABLE POLITICAL RESULTS.

The late Legislative Council of New South Wales,
which had been constituted under the Imperial Act of
1842, met for the last time on the 3rd of May, 1851, after
having made the requisite legislative provisions for the
comstruetion of the present Council under the Tmperial
Act of 1850 ; the principal business of its final session
being the passing of the famous Electoral Act, which de

* Grahame's History of the United States of America, iv. 5253
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prived nearly one half of the inhabitants of the colony of
their proper share in the general representation, and de-
livered over the country, bound hand and foot, into the
hands of a government in which the people could have no
confidence. In such circumstances, the prospect as to
reform and political advancement for the colony was
dismal in the extreme; but light and deliverance happily
appeared in this erisis, in a quarter from which they were
least of all to be expected. On the sixth of May, 1851,
only three days after the Legislative Council had done its
deed of darkness, and virtually breathed its last, the dis-
covery of a gold field of unknown extent in the interior of
New South Wales was publicly announced in the city of
Sydney !

It is not my intention, neither is it at all necessary, to
enter into any details, in the present work, as to the dis-
covery of the gold fields of Australia, or as to their antici-
pated or ascertained extent; my business heing simply with
the probable political results of that discovery.

It is perfectly evident, therefore, that this wonderful
discovery has virtually taken the settlement, or peopling,
of Australia out of the hands of the Imperial Govern-
ment. With facilities for colonization superior to those
of any other country on earth,— with millions of acres
of the finest land, in the finest climates, lying open for
settlement in Australia alone, and millions of pounds of
animal food annually destroyed in that country, simply
for want of consumers, for the sake of the tallow,— the
British Government had never made a single effort, at all
worthy of the name, for the settlement of these vast soli=
tudes ; although myriads of the inhabitants of the British
Isles — industrious and virtuous families and individuals —
were generally in a condition bordering on starvation !
By this discovery, however, Divine Providence has vir-
tually declared that these lands shall no longer be suffered
to lie waste —that Australia shall be inhabited—and has
accordingly taken the work of Australian colonization into

K 3
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its own hands. It may be difficult, indeed, to ascertain
beforehand of what materials, and in what relative propor.
tions, the future population of Australia will be constituted:
butthatavastpopulation,numbering hundreds of thousands,
and probably millions, and comprising numerous respect-
able families and individuals of all grades, occupations,
and professions, with innumerable adventurers of all de-
scriptions, will ere long be congregated in that country,
there cannot now be the shadow of a doubt. 7%he gold
discovery has thrown the colony of New South Wales fifty
years in advance of its previous position ; or, in the words
of Mr. Wentworth, one of the present members for the
city of Syduey, if will precipitate the colony into ¢ nation.
Another, therefore, of the certain results of this won-
derful discovery is that Australia will, in spite of cvery
effort to the contrary, very soon be free and independent;
and Great Britain must therefore make up her mind to
the issue with the best possible grace.* DBut while thi
will undoubtedly be the result in any circumstances, there
are causes at present in operation which, if not counter-
acted in time, will precipitate the issue, and deprive the
mother-country, for all time coming, of the most valuable
national advantages, which might otherwise be secured
from her present possessions with the utmost facility.

In the first place, therefore, there is an utter want of

confidence in the present Local Government, on the part
of a large proportion of the intelligence and moral worth
of the eolony, and a thorough contempt for it among th
‘energetic and industrious classes of the community. "Il
~ persuasion that it consists of men who care nothing fo
the people, provided they eaun abstract the largest possibl
w of their funds for their own purposes — for th

¢ which is being peopled at the rate of five thousant

' Il.‘-ﬂed in freedom will soon be able to demand as 2
she now entreats as a favour.” — T'imes, July 5.
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maintenance of their own system, and the pensioning of
their own friends and adherents — is all but universal.
The Colonial Electoral Aet is proof positive of such a
state of things, and no man can be blind enough not to
see it

This feeling is not a little strengthened and enhanced
by the American experience which a congiderable portion
of the present mining population of the colony have re-
cently obtained. On the announcement of the discovery
of the Gold Mines of California in the Australian colonies,
there was quite a rush of adventurers from these colonies
—many of them carrying with them their wives and
families — to the American mines; for people who have
once fairly left their mother-country, and made a long
sea voyage to any remote settlement, are much more
easily incited to repeat the experiment, and try some
other and better place, than if they had never left their
native land. But as soon as the news of the discovery of
a gold field in Australia reached California, the tide
turned immediately, and the emigrants found their way
back again in whole ship-loads to Australia. The first
steam ship —a screw propeller — that ever crossed the
Pacific, arrived in ‘the harbour of Sydney, with a whole
cargo of returned emigrants, including a few Americans
even, from San Francisco, the evening before I left the
colony. Now a large proportion of these returned emi-
grants have not ounly been acquiring valuable experience
in gold-mining in California, but have also been observing
the working of free institutions among a people of kindred
origin in that country ; and it is not to be wondered at if
in such circumstances the feeling of dissatisfaction with
the present political state of the Australian colonies should
have become both general and intense in whole masses of
the community.

Be.sides, the Gold Regulations of the Local Government
constitute a positive grievance of rather a serious cha-
racter. Lvery miner must take out a license to mine,

K 4
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for which he pays thirty shillings a month. To any
person who is at all successful, this is but a very light
tax: but gold-mining is everywhere a lottery, in which,
although there are splendid prizes, there are also many
blanks: and to the man who has drawn a blank, for
months perhaps in succession, as is the case with some,
the payment of a monthly tax of thirty shillings besides
is a serious grievance. The aggravating part of the affair
to any person who has the slightest regard for the welfare
and advancement of the country, is that only a compara-
ti;rely small portion of the large revenue which is raised
from this license fee finds its way into the public trea-
sury, so as to be available for the general improvement
of the country. A large portion of it is absorbed in the
payment of the salaries and appointments of a whole host
of Gold Commissioners and Assistant Gold Commissioners,
and their clerks and attendants, who have in the mean
time been palmed upon the colony to an extent perfectly
astounding.* Certain of these trumpery officials, more-
over, are mere boys, just from school; the relatives and
friends of course of those who can assist in any way in
keeping up the system. That these functionarics ave not
yet out of their “teens” may be inferred from a circuni-
stance which I learned at Bathurst, when returning to
Syduey from a tour to the Turon Mines in the month of
October last. The Gold Commissioners and Assistant
Commissioners had been holding a meeting, it seems, in
that inland town, to determine, doubtless among other
matters of equal importance, what sort of button they
should have for their contemplated uniform. There was
* one, it appears, which, in the language of shopmen, “mcl
with general approbation;” but, on consulting an ol
military officer in the neighbourhood, he told them it wu

e
i um‘ﬂhﬁ effrende des offices est la marque assurce de 1
mm dun etat, — Sully. The unrestrained mult-
plication of offices is the sure sign of the approaching fall of a State
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a Navy button, in use among the marines, and that if they
adopted it, they would be called the Horse-Mar.ines i
Of course, the knights of the button, who had evidently
put off their pinafores too soon, had reluctantly to make
another choice.

For my own part, I am strongly opposed to the license
fee and these Gold Commissionerships altogether: I would
have a mere nominal fee, not exceeding five shillings a
month, to enable the authorities to mark out the proper
limits of each miner’s claim, and to maintain a small
police force ; but I would subject the whole of the crude
metal raised from the mines to an impost of five per cent.
for the State. This was the system to which the Spanish
Government was obliged to come at last, after many ex-
periments and many failures, in the management of its
South American mines.

“The search after precious metals,” observes Professor
Ieeren, “was left to individual enterprise, with the re-
servation of a tenth to the Crown. * . #. The
proportion paid to the king [of Spain] it was found
necessary to diminish by degrees from twenty to five
per cent.; notwithstanding this, in the richest regions of
the earth, mining was so hazardous a game that by far
the greater number of speculations ended in ruin.'"*

The attempt to realize a large per-centage for Govern-
ment from the produce of mines has uniformly proved a
failure, and it is surely not the policy of any Government
to lead its subjects into the strong temptation which a
large per-centage on the results of mining implies. If
the Spanish government had to be satisfied with five
per cent. at last, so should we, from the first.

Inregard to the probability of ensuring this per-centage
for the State, gold is so precious a metal, and people ex-
porting it are so anxious to ensure its safety, that there
would be no difficulty whatever in subjecting it to a duty

* Europe and its Colonies, §e., p. 57.
K5
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slative enactment, makino
subjeet, and subjecting ko
p exported without paymen;
thus be treated fairly, and
comparatively large revenue,
ges, from the mines. DBut ,
ew South Wales or Port Phillip
fairly, and appealing to their
‘sueh eireumstances, is the only
ng the public peace. Zheir
ing men is force ; their only in-
 the bayonet : and, accordingly,
Defore I left the colony, that the Local
vesorting to the universal specific of inca-
had applied for a large military
for the Australian mines.
part, I consider a military force totall
“the mines, and far likelier to create than
| otion and disaffection among the
The idea of occupying the vast ex-
mines with a military force, or, in
military cordon of a thousand
ghest degree preposterous and
t force would necessarily be,
1 fuel to the existing, although
' to some collision or outbreak,
sannot be foreseen. It is nol
guired for the mining district

Ur.

s, a mortal antipathy to standin
1 always took standing armies t
aof the fumily for heeping his own
seived that a prince who could
enary troops, must needs have
gubjects : although I am o'
which a corrupted ministry
support o faction against th¢

to Pope, 1720.
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Besides, the temptation of a gold field is one to which
British soldiers have never yet been exposed; and if
that temptation has proved strong enough to turn the
heads of the wisest men in our Australian colonies, there
is no calculating its effect on theirs. At all events
they would soon discover that there is no better in-
strument for picking out gold nuggets from the crevices
of the Australian rocks than a Birmingham bayonet :
and to what issues such a discovery might lead, under
colonial tuition, I leave the reader to conjecture.

. 1 hold it, therefore, to be absolutely certain,

1st. That the large population that will be found in
Australia, within a few years hence, will on no account
tolerate the present irrational and nefarious system of
government in that country : 4

2d. That the idea of controuling the mining popula-
tion, and maintaining things as they are, by a military
foree, is out of the question : and

3d. That, unless immediate preparation is made for
effecting a thorough and entire change of system, that
change will be effected by other means and instruments;
when the power to regulate and controul the moyement,
and to give it the right direction for all parties con-
cerned, and for all time coming, will have been lost for
ever.

“The generality of revolutions,” observes a British
officer, after a tour of some years among the recently
formed states of South America, “ have been effected by
two or three thousand badly armed men.”* There wi
very soon be a hundred times that number at the
tralian gold mines; and the reader will perceive
the following extract of a letter, of date 11th
1851, on the subjeet of the grievances
which I received shortly before leaving the
Ry i)

i papo s g0

Al * Wanderings in mqf”m
George Byam, late 481d Light
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the Secretary of an Association recently {'01‘1118[.1 in the
principal mining district for their mutual protection, that
the idea of something of the kind has actually been cross-
ing their minds :— e 1

« Affairs are rapidly approaching a €rsis, and it is high
time for every man whose mind is imbued with the spirit
of patriotism, to think deeply, disinterestedly, and truly,
Were we desirous at present of exhibiting a demonstra-
tion of physical force, the ability to do so is ours ; but we
prefer intellectual and moral force, so long as it may
operate unfettered and free! We are trae men, and our
acts are constitutional.

« We are deliberating whether it be advisable to hold
simultaneous meetings throughout the Diggings — each
meeting to resolve itself into a committee, to send a de-
legate to some central convocation. I eannot be more
explicit now.

« We deeply regret your untimely withdrawal from the
Legislative Council, and deprecate the idea of your re-
turning to Europe, before your noble advocacy of the
rights of the people shall have been duly rewarded.”

At the same time it would be exceedingly unwise to
speculate too much on the alleged invincible attachmen:
of British colonists to the British Crown and empire. As
the poet Burns sings, —

“God save the king's a cuckoo sang,
That’s unco-easy said, aye:”

and when a Government has several hundred thousands 2
year to appropriate for the maintenance of ¢ things i
they are,” lip-loyalty is very easily purchased. Dritish
government has hitherto been so wretchedly administer d
in all the Australian colonies, that if a revolutionary
movement, in any one of them were successful in it

outset, it would very soon communicate itself to the whole

of them_;’;m nineteen out of every twenty of the colo-
nists, with the exception of those only whose sole depend-

——
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ence is on the continuance of the present order of
things, would see that government fall without an effort
to preserve it, and without a sigh.

Mr. Wakefield doubtless speaks of “a peculiarity of
colonies, as distinguished from dependencies in general,
which furnishes a reason,” as he conceives, ¢ for wishing
that they should belong to the empire. I mean,” he con-
tinues, ‘“the attachment of colonies to their mother-
country. Without having lived in a colony — or, at any
rate, without having a really intimate acquaintance with
colonies, which only a very few people in the mcther-
country have, or can have — it is difficult to conceive the
intensity of colonial loyalty to the empire. In the colonies
of England, at any rate, the feeling of love towards
England and of pride in belonging to her empire, is more
than a sentiment; it is a sort of passion which all the
colonists feel, except Milesian Irish emigrants. I have
often been unable to help smiling at the exhibition of it.
In what it originates I cannot say: perhaps in a sympathy
of blood or race, for the present Anglo-Americans feel in
their heart's core the same kind of love and respect for
England that we Englishmen at home feel for the memory
of Alfred or Elizabeth : but, whatever may be its cause
I have no doubt that love of England is the ruling senti-
ment of English colonies.” *

Now, with all his acuteness, Mr. Wakefield has here
confounded two things that are essentially distinet from
each other, viz., ¢ the love of England” and ¢ the love of
her empire,” or government, in the sense of a strong desire
to be, or to continue, under it. The love of England —
meaning the love of the country, of its people, of its institu-
tions, and of its prosperity, is a generous and manly feeling,
which, T am most happy to admit with Mr. Wakefield, is
the characteristic of all British colonies : and so far from
there being anything either strange or unaccountable in

* Art of Colonisation, §e., p. 101.
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it, as Mr. W. seems to imagine, it is thsi most natural
thing in the world. For, according t? the Scotch ]n‘nw;rh.
« Blood is thicker than water,” or, in other words, “we
shall always be more kindly-affectioned towards our own
kindred, our own country, our awn'race, than towards
mere strangers or foreigners,” provided cz{u.»a.ys that no
disturbing element shall have intewsr}ed, as in the case of
the War of Independence in America; which I am sorry
to say has generated very extensively Bomes ‘hat different
feelings in that country from those wl?lch D.’[r. W.' con-
siders universal. But Mr. Wakefield is demdedly.m the
wrong in taking it for granted, as he doe:s, t]latlihls _h?\.-p
of England, which is both natural and un.wersal in British
colonies, necessarily implies a desire to live ul.mdcr her go-
vernment, as mere dependencies of her empire. 1 deny
that it does. T deny that the two things have the Sh;.:]lh'-'[
connection with each other; and it is throwing dust in the
eyes of the people of England, and rendering them stone
blind both to their interest and their duty, to gimunde
them that they have, or that the equally generous and
manly desire of freedom and independence, on the part
of British colonists in certain circumstances, implics any-
thing like a hatred of England, or of her people, of ‘hw
institutions, or of her prosperity. Away with such folly
— such madness | |
~ In a passage I have quoted above, the great ITugo (.ruT
ius, one of the ablest and best interpreters of the law ol
e and nations that has ever lived, lays it down as a
[ ‘ndjunqaeatimble maxim, that in such c'n'(-.ulm—
‘as those of the British colonies of North America
tralia, respectively, novus populus sui Juris nas-
new and independent nation is born.” J\IIV\‘
3 1 authority in politics either, confirms this
7, in a passage I have also quoted :1|an.
of independence is natural to agricul:
e a new nation gradually becons
~And this natural, and therefore
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divinely implanted, desire, with the new and multiform
attachments from which it flows, constitutes one of the
strongest prineiples — one of the strongest passions — of
human nature. In short, the love of England, and the
desire of national independence, on the part of British
colonists in the circumstances I have indicated, are in
perfect harmony with each other; like all the other works
of God ; which both of these generous and manly feelings
undoubtedly are. It is highly presumptuous, therefore,
to say the least of it, for mortal man to imagine that Ais
puny arrangements for the welfare and advancement of
society in this lower world, should be preferable to those
of the Supreme Creator, and Lord of all — that Aés noto-

~ rious device of Downing Street, for instance, should be a

better device for the government of such countries as
British America and Australia, than the one indicated in
the law of Nature and the ordinance of God; which pro-
claims, with a voice from heaven, that these countries
should be free and independent, as they will certainly
both be very soon, in spite of all the efforts of Downing
Street to the contrary.

There has doubtless been a disturbing element at worlk
in the case of British America, which has deranged in
some degree the natural tendencies of things in that
country — I mean the late American war, and the feel-

~ings of bitter hostility which it unhappily engendered on

both sides of the boundary line; for such feelings ave the
regular stock in trade of your * British empire men,” and
your “zealots for British connection,” as opposed to the
advocates of national independence. Then there are the
antipathies of race, within the boundary line, aggravated
and enhanced as they must have been by the Canadian
Insurrection of 1838. But we are happily free from all
such disturbing elements in Australia, There are no

- hostile races there, as in Canada; there are no unreason-

able antipathies towards America, to mahqulu what

- we do not feel; and least of all, is there any temptation
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in the Australian colonies to the folly of annevation, in
the Canadian sense of the phrase. We love England as
warmly as Mr. Wakefield can wish us to do, and from our
inmost hearts we will ever pray Jor her prosperity ; but
we cherish at the same time that generous and manly
desire of national independence, which God and nature
have implanted in our breasts. ‘

Mr. Wakefield has also fallen into a serious mistake in
considering *the attachment of colonies to th(.air mother-
country a peculiarity of colonies, as distinguished from
dependencies in general, which furnishes a reason for
wishing that they should belong to the Empire.”  On the
contrary, it furnishes no such reason whatever, but the
very reverse. The British subject who goes to any of the
other dependencies Mr. Wakefield speaks of — to the East
or West Indies, for example; to Ceylon; to the Mauri-
fius; to Hongkong, Singapore or Labuan; to Aden, St.
Helena, the Bermudas, Gibraltar, Malta, or Heligoland —
uniformly carries his patria, or country, along with him,
in imagination, and returns to it in reality, as soon as he
can ; never for one moment seeking for another patria or
country in any of these dependencies. But the British
colonist, properly so called, leaves his patria, or native
country, for ever, and seeks for another patria, or adopted
country, in the land of his emigration.* It must be ob-
vious, therefore, that Mr. Wakefield’s wish that those
colonies, in which hundreds of thousands of his fellow-
countrymen have actually found the patria, or country,
they were in search of, when they left their native land,
#should belong to the empire,” rather than the other de-
pendencies in which there can be no such patria either
sought for or found, is, to say the least of it, somewhat
unreasonable.

* This is the remarkably appropriate langnage in which emugra-

tion and eolonisation are uniformly described by the ancients: /s
PATRIAM fugimus — PATRIAM quarentes,” — Virg. ‘@ Cuausa RELIN:

QUENDI QUERENDIQUE PATRIAM,” — Seneca, as quoted above.
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If these principles are well founded — and I challenge
all and sundry to prove that they are not — it follows
that much, if not the whole, of what we are in the daily
habit of hearing from all quarters, as to the bensfits and
blessings of “belonging to the British Empire,” in the
sense of being mere dependencies of that empire, and of
being governed as such, is the sheerest cant and the
grossest delusion. Nay, it is a mere artifice of the
devil, to extend and perpetuate human misery, by setting
men’s minds and hearts against the adoption of those
beautiful and perfect arrangements, which the All-wise
and beneficent Creator has established, for the welfare
and advancement of society in this lower world.

So far, indeed, from the British government of the eolo-
nies, properly so called, having ever been either a benefit
or a blessing to these colonies, it has uniformly, and with-
out one solitary exception, been the bane and the curse
of the colonies, from the time when the first of them was
planted, under that Solomon of his age, King James the
First, to the present hour. And if it has been “ destrue-
tive” to the best interests of the colonies, as Heeren testifies
it has, it has been infinitely worse for the mother-country
herself. With a virgin soil and a propitious sky, with a
luxurious climate and a country of boundless resources,
we colonists can struggle on, even under the worst go-
vernment, and prosper notwithstanding. But— to take
a single instance of the genuine domestic effects of this
lust of empire, on the part of Great Britain, this grasping
at the shadow and losing the substance®this virtual stop=
page of the healthful perennial stream of emigration that
would otherwise have flowed from an overcrowded coun-
try for two centuries and a half, — what can you do, in
your present circumstanees, ye poor needlewomen of Eng-
land? Instead of pining in the hopeless wretchedness of
your cheerless lot, ye might, every one of you, had Great
Britain only discharged her proper duty to herself, and to
you, in the matter of colonization, have been the happy
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mothers of hopeful ehildren in the colonics; and your
sons and your danghters would have been l'xi..rml.uq;‘ our
noble language, our .qu!ubla laws, our froe Ill:'-til.l.ullulw‘
and our Protestant religion over every continent and

every isle.

Sportoy 1V.— EVIDENCES OF THE Avrmon's CREDIDILITY Ad A
WrrNEss, IN REGARD TO THE ACTUAL CONDITION OF e Avs-
h

TRALIAN COLONTES,

As every effort that self-interest and malignity ean ‘m--
vise will be made, for obvious reasons, by my political
. opponents. in the Australian eolonies, to damago my
reputation in England, and thereby to throw '(lisl-l'vllil
on my representations of the actual state of I.h.ng.q: and
especially of the state of public opinion in N'l'w South
Wales, I am virtually obliged — for the sake of .i.]ln- good
enuse with which I have the honour to be identificd s
tribune of the people — to submit to the reader, what |
should otherwise have willingly withheld, the few following:
particulars, as to my own standing and aceeptance with the
colonists, as the author and advocate of the opinions ad-
yaneed in this work. Forif Lam the very questionable and
unworthy character I have been represented o be, on fhe
ﬁm q«'mm New South Wales, in (!t‘.l'l.l.lill ”I'-l||.*-J|
periodieals, my statements ought to have no weight with
‘_‘“lﬂlll‘ yublic. and even my arguments should ]Iu- r:‘.
ceived with suspicion. It is characteristic of the line of
heedu 1 hl‘ followed for years past, to awalkoen
flercost hostilities, as well as the strongest altach-
s 3 and any man must have formed a very fallacion
of human nature, if' he supposes that he can pub-

wealth, in the work of deceiving and pilla:-

L impunity.  Although, therefore, Tmipght
to of this work, in favour of the view

nt I have been advocating, to work

stion ﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬁ by which whole classes of
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way with the publie, it is pradent at all evonts, if
absolutely necessary, to prevent their being subjeeted
ehand to any disparaging and damaging influence
e quarters 1 have indicated,
annot, therefore, but be regarded as a very signifi-
ication of the state of public feeling in New South
in the years 1850 and 1851, that nothing — at
nothing to speak of — should have been contributed
at colony to the Great Exhibition! The Local
ment attempted indeed to get up the steam on the
~— doubtless with a view to stand well themselves
authorities at home — but without effect. The
ent of New South Wales, the oldest and largest -
ustralian colonies, and the one whose produe-
the most diversified, remained empty during
ibition I The faet was, that the colony had been
lalously used by the Home Government for years
chiefly through the avtifice and trickery of the
Office on the conviet question, that it had be-
pletely disgusted ; and it therefore took no
the Great Exhibition, and contributed literally
the World's Show | Whether it is either politie
| 1l statesmen to disregard sueh moods of mind
ole people I leave the reader to determine, In
they are somewhat like the settled sullen calm
s a storm.
gh New South Wales contributed nothing to
hibition in London, all the world knows that
t Exhibition of its own in the meantime, and
likely to have much more important results
' _gifnn even the one in London,  In these eir-
rtain ultra-loyal people — publie funetiona-
considering the discovery of gold a fit and
n for getting up o public demonstration of
Her Mujesty, doubtless for their own
oposed to have a Royal diadem of Aus-
lrueted by subseription, to be forwarded



212 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR

as a present to Her Majesty. Preliminary meetings
were accordingly held in Sydney, and a provisional com-
mittee appointed to carry out the design, with the usual
appendages of a chairman, secretary, and treasurer. Dut
the grand Parliamentary Sham of 1850, facetiously called
“ An Act for the better gavernment of the Australian colo-
nies,” having in the meantime arrived in New South Wales ;
and the infamous Electoral Act of the Local Council, which
deprived one-half of the colony of its proper share in the
representation, having just been passed, the colonial public,
rightly conceiving that, in such circumstances, public
demonstrations of loyalty to Her Majesty would be inter-
preted as an approval of the procedure of Her ministers
and Parliament, as well as of the local rulers, the proposal
was groaned upon at a Public Meeting held for the pur-
pose in Sydney, and the idea had consequently to be
abandoned ; the only memorial that remained of the move-
ment being the soubriguet of Diadem W, which attached
itself to its author. The affair, it may be said, was not
of much importance in itself, but it had nevertheless con-
siderable political significance; and the intelligent reader
will doubtless infer from it that the people who can act in
this way are not to be trifled with.

These feelings of bitterness towards Her Majesty’s
Government have been prodigiously enhanced and aggra-
vated by the obstinacy of Earl Grey in persisting in the
eontinuance of transportation to Van Dieman's Land, in
the face of the repeated protests and remonstrances of
the vast majority of the reputable inhabitants of all the
Eastern Colonies. The Port Phillip branch of the Great
Anti-Transportation League having sent home as their
delegate, in the year 1851, John C. King, Esq., recently
Town Clerk in the City of Melbourne, to advocate their
interests in this important matter with the Government and
the publie, Mr. King had, up to the period of my leaving
the colony, obtained no satisfaction on the subject from

-fx
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Earl Grey, and the colonists were accordingly exceedingly
exasperated.®

* Tt appears that Mr. King has since sent out a printed Minute
of his interview on this question with Earl Grey, with his lordship's
observations on the occasion corrected by himself, intimating his
fixed determination to continue transportation to Van Dieman’s Land.
A general meeting of the New South Wales branch of the League
was accordingly held in Sydney, to take the subject into considera-
tion, on the 8th of April last, and the following is the leading article
of The Empire, a Liberal daily paper, published in Sydney on the
9th April, commenting on the proceedings. The pervading idea of
the meeting was evidently that of « cutting the painter:"” —

“ The League Meeting.

% The report of the important public meeting held on Tuesday
evening, which we published yesterday, will be read both in the
colonies and in England with more than usual interest. The great
event of our gold discovery has had the effect already of exciting
public attention in the mother-country, to an extent not yet appre-
ciated on this side of the ocean, to every passing circumstance in
which we are actors. Eyes that never looked in this direction be-
fore, are now calmly surveying the changeful character of Aus-
tralian society, and the far fields of enterprise and fortune which
are opening in the southern hemisphere. The better class of men
throughout Great Britain, who may have in contemplation the
adoption of this country as their home and their children’s heritage,
will wisely look to the moral aspect of the people with whom they
are to cast their household lot for the future. Such men — men of
sterling worth and character—would be slow in. yielding to the
temptation of gold, if coupled with social degradation. The tradi-
tionary piteh which yet sticks to our whispered name, with the
eraven spirit of a degenerate race, would make even a mine of
gold loathsome and intolerable to minds enamoured of honour and
liberty. The spirit of Tuesday’s meeting will be to British emi-
grants an assurance that the Anglo-Saxon breast has not grown
effeminate under a warmer sun. The spirit was worthy of the
parent stocl, and equal to the high and enduring interests which
render so sacred this hard-fought cause,

“ It we employ the word * respectable” to represent the property
as well as the intelligence of a community, the late meeting was
thoroughly respectable. 'We do not remember any similar public
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In regard to the Constitutional Act of 1850, the fol-
lowing was the comment of a highly influential Colonial

demonstration, more fairly representing the different classes of
society. Many gentlemen, moving in our more retired circles, who
have hitherto abstained from mingling in these anti-transportation
excitements, were, on this last occasion, brought into immediate
association with the old friends of the cause, by the intensified in-
terest which the whole question now presents. The sobriety and
earnestness which characterised the proceedings, were not less re-
markable than the general respectability of the audience. The
unanimity was perfect. Not a single hand was raised 'against any
of the resolutions: not a murmar of disapprobation met any of the
bold expressions of the speakers. On the contrary, every resolution
was carried amidst a general burst of applause; and the sentiments
of resistance, uttered by each successive speaker, were again and again
responded to, by increased enthusiasm. The feeling of the meeting
might be read in every countenance —that feeling could not be mis-
interpreted. It was that which, once awalkened by injustice, cannot
be stifled by power—once lighted in a community oppressed, can
never be extinguished except by the hands of liberty. The fea-
tures of levity and confusion common to most popular meetings,
were wholly absent ; the business seemed to be, as it onght to be, a
personal affair to all.

& At this numerous, influential, and earnest meeting, convened by
public announcement in the largest city of the Australian colonies,
where any man could attend, and express his own sentiments or his
dissent from those of any other man—at this meeting the Secrctary
of State is plainly told—for the first time in serions earncstness —
that the colonists, rather than swrrender their vights in this struggle,
will * cut the painter, and drift away from the mother-country in their
Srail bark of freedom. And the Venerable Archdeacon, who spoke
these words, was stopped by the meeting with ¢ tremendous cheering.’
This ‘cutting of the painter’ was the master-thought— the all per-
vading idea, running its electric light through the varied tissues of every
speech, and diffusing its influences like @ moral atmosphere round that
congregated body. The determined spirit thus manifested is the true
spirit; and we do not anticipate that it will be lightly regarded,
even by the perverse and relentless author of our wrongs. To the
struggling colonists of Van Dieman’s Land last Tuesday's proceed-
ings will impart new strength in their work of patriotism. 'They,
at all events, will not throw away the moral lesson which such pro-

ceedings teach,”
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Journal on that measure, on the 9th of April, 1851, immedi-
ately before the passing of the Electoral Act of the late
Legislative Council; which was passed professedly to carry
out the provisions of the Constitutional Act, and to bring

it into operation : —

« In the first number of this paper ( The Press) we stated
it as our opinion, that if New South Wales Proper had
stood alone at present, the proper course for the Legis-
lative Couneil to have taken in the matter would perhaps
have been to have treated the new Constitutional Act, or
Government Sham, exactly as their Honours the Judges
usually treat the eriminal who has been found guilty of
“some capital offence, —viz. to have caused the said Act “to
be taken back to the place from whence it came, and there

Tt appears from a still more recent paper, The Empire of the 6th
May, 1852, that this desire of entire freedom and national indepen-
dence has been becoming stronger and more prevalent in the colony
from day to day, as the following extract from that paper will
show : —

« It will be remembered that some two years ago a League was
talked of, in certain quarters, for the whole of the Australasian
colonies, by which they were to be ushered into birth as one nation
having its prospective independence in view. The idea was borrowed
from the constitution of the provinces which subsequently became
the thirteen United States of America, To this scheme, no one is
ignorant, there were loud objections, attended with opprobrium.
But, strange to say, that very idea, then so offensive to some people, is
now familiar to all ears—runs through public meetings like an electric
stream, and that without the remotest agency or influence of the
party who first struck out the spark, only, as it appeared, to see it
quenched. The spark has been struck out again by the hand of
Government— the Imperial Government chiefly. To change the
figure —a charmed wand has been employed by our very Govern-
ment to reveal objects in mew and wondrous shapes, We have
learned, by the aid of this talisman, in two years, not only to tole-
rate the idea of the monster of frightful mien, but to think of him as
a possibly pleasant companion, We do not positively wish for his
presence, but we will vastly prefer him to the Giant Convietism.
¢ We will have independence of England rather than convictism :’
this is in every mouth not sold to sycophaney.”



216 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR

(in Downing Street) to be hanged by the neck, till it be
dead, dead, dead!’—Earl Grey and Lord John Russell
to be witnesses of the fact. In short, as a gross outrage
upon the common sense of this colony, as a vu:tuul d(—:.:ml
of our rights as freemen and Britons, the Act in question
deserves no other treatment at our hands; and both the
Legislature and the community would be los.t to all proper
feeling of self-respect, if some such 'expresslon of opinion
should not be given forth on the subject. ] 3

“ Buat, unfortunately, we do not st:m.d a.lor.le u-1 this
matter. Our Port Phillip friends are still rowing 1n f:h:z
same boat with us; and as this Act will enable us to give
them the boon they have been calling for so loutl!y {r.n-
years past,—viz., ¢ Separation and the mana‘gement 01. their
own affairs,” — we are bound, on the prineiple of (?omg to
others as we wish they should do to us, to retcer:“.fc ;m.:l
carry out the Imperial Act, and to give them their Tickets-
of-leave in due form. « .

« But, as we have already ohserved in a former article,
bad as the New Constitutional Act is, it has two F(‘-(il.'{‘l\l‘l-l
ing qualities that would still p.revent our unf”f](ht]“-];i:]
rejection of it, independently of the case of. Port P |; 'Ill.
altogether. The New Act lowers the E'lectw? Frane |l‘m
to Ten Pounds, and leaves the distribution of the repre-
sentation under that franchise entirely in our own l.zu'nls.
For our own part, strong as our opinions are on the .511‘1].](‘61.
of the franchise, we consider the latter of these ]ll‘{vw](-_t__:rw'
of far greater importance to us at prescnt tl?an the f:_nnlnur :
for even if the franchise were lowered to Umverszlxl bui‘h'ugl‘
itself, what would this avail us if, in the exercise of that
political legerdemain in which the firm of Thomson and
Co. are such adept proficients, we should have such an
artful shuffling of the political cards as to throw the greal

bulk of the representation into the hands of a mere frac-

tion of the population?” b
As a member of the late Legislative Council of Nev

South Wales, I was doing my utmost at the time when
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these remarks were published, viz,, in the month of April,
1851, to obtain for the people a fair and honourable ap-
portionment of the representation of the colony, on the
basis of population and property combined, agreeably to
what T conceived and maintained was the spirit and in-
tention of the Act of Parliament. But the Local Govern-
ment and their standing majority decided it otherwise, and
the leading features of their unprincipled Act were ac-
cordingly characterised as follows in the same colonial
journal of the 14th May following : —
“ The people of this colony were almost to a man dis-
appointed and dissatisfied with the New Constitutional
Act of last session of Parliament, — still, however, they
were willing that it should be honestly carried out, and
that the experiment it proposed should be fairly and fully
tried ; more especially, as it conceded two points of real
importance to this community, by reducing the elective
franchise to ten pounds, and by leaving the distribution
and apportionment of the representation in the hands of
the colonists themselves, through their representatives in
council assembled.  But the thoroughly unprineipled men
into whose hands the rights and interests of the people
have unfortunately been committed for the present, under
the wretched constitution of the expiring council, have,
at the bidding, and under the leadership of that crafty old
fox, the Colonial Seeretary, — that superlatively ungrate-
ful man, whose bread the people of this colony have been
buttering on both sides these many years, at the enormous
rate of 1500/ a-year, but who has thus betrayed and sold
them at last, — concocted a system of representation which
effectually robs a large proportion of the inhabitants of
the‘colonly of all the advantages they might otherwise have
(tl;a:;'v;t ti’rg:ld t‘i’ll(;?zhre;eemir}g ‘clau?es of %he Pax_'lia.men-
(& Dy conjuring into existenee a mere
mock-representation for the remote and thinly inhabited

districts of the eolony —a representation which will be

entirely under the leading-strings of an unprincipled exe-
L
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cutive, and its host of lickspittle and conterf}ptible no-
minees — will virtually subject a large portion of th‘c
colony to taxation without representation, and fix upon it
the brand of political degradation. We allul%e., of course,
to that piece of monstrous and shameless political villainy
__ the concoction of the Thomson, Wentworth, zf.nd Do-
naldson Socialist clique — which consists in allotting or‘:ly
six elective members to that portion of thet colony wh'mh
contains upwards of three-eighths of its .entu'e popula:tlfan,‘
intelligence, wealth, and enterprise, wh‘ﬂe the remaining
five-eighths are to be honoured with thirty !

« FerLow-COLONISTS, THIS IS AN INJURY, TO WHICH,
1¥ YOU HAVE ANY REGARD FOR YOUR OWN INTERESTS AsS
BRITISH COLONISTS, YOU WILL NEVER SUBMIT: 17 IS AN
INSULT, WHICH, 1F YOU ARE NOT UTTERLY DEVOID OF
BRITISH SPIRIT, YOU WILL NEVER CONSENT TO BEAR:

«Instead, therefore, of waiting patiently until you are
driven into the polling-booths, like sheep into a Went-
worth squatting pen, to vote for the members allowed you
under the new Electoral Act, our advice to you, and we
give it calmly and deliberately, is simply to do everything
in your power either to prevent that infamous Act fruna
ever coming into operation, or to enable us .to get rid of
it as soon as possible if it does. And there is much 'r.hnt‘
may be done in this way — much to advance the cause ni.
public freedom — without proceeding to the e ph(.s ultra

of physical force. There are cases, indeed, in wlunl-h the
resort to physical force in defence of men’s 1-1g_hts 38 un-
questionably justifiable — cases in which the right ‘ut re-
sistance is acknowledged by the ablest and best of men.
Listen to what is said on the subject by that great mar.
Oliver Cromwell — ¢ You say,” he observes, in his letter
to Colonel Hammond, then Governor of the Isle of Wight,
you say, ¢ God hath appointed authorities among thu.uu—
tions, to which obedience is to be yiclded. This vesides
in the Parliament, &c. But I do not therefore think the
authorities may do anything, and yet such obedience he
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due. Al agree that there are cases in which it is lawful
fo resist.
« And what is the case before us? Why, it is that of
a body delegated by Act of Parliament to distribute and
apportion the representation of this colony among its
actual inhabitants, agreeably to the principles of the Bri-
tish Constitution, that is in proportion to its population
and property ; but who, in utter defiance of that Consti-
tution, have allotted only six members to three-eighths of
the population and property of the whole colony, and
thirty members to the remaining five-eighths! This,
therefore, is clearly one of the cases in which it is lawful
for the people to resist the constituted authorities — if
they choose, and if they can. The colonists have as clear
a right, under the Act of Parliament, to resist such an un-
principled attempt to deprive them of their just rights in
the representation of the colony, as they have to resist a
company of burglars attempting to break into their houses
by night. ¢ He that steals my purse steals trash,’ says the
poet, but he that robs me of my just rights as a citizen
and a freeman, is a robber indeed, and deserves to be
treated as such by all honest men.

“ But we have other authority than that of Cromwell to
appeal to in favour of the rights of resistance in such a
case as the one before us. ¢If the feudal aristocracy,
says M. Guizot, the able but unfortunate minister of the
late Louis Philippe, King of the French, <If the feudal
aristocracy took part in the development of nations, it
was by struggling against royal tyranny, by exercising
the rights of resistance, and by maintaining the maxims
of liberty.""— Guizor, Hist. de la Revol. &’ Angleterre.

Strong as this language may be supposed to be, it is in
perfect accordance with the language of the friends of
freedom in all past ages. “ Although, in a constituted com-
monwealth,” observes the celebrated John Locke, in his
Essay on Government, “standing upon its own basis, and

L2
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acting according to its own nature, that is, acting for the
preservation of the community, there can be but one su-
preme power, which is the legislature, to which all the rest
are and must be subordinate; yet the legislature being
only a fiduciary power, to act for certain ends, there re-
mains still, in the people, a supreme power {0 7emove or
alter the legislature, when they find the legislature act con-
trary to the trust reposed in them. TFor all power given,
with trust for the attaining an end, whenever that end
is manifestly neglected or opposed, the trust must neces-
sarily be forfeited, and the power devolve into the hands
of those who gave it, who may place it anew where the:
shall think best for their safety and security.” *

« 1 rejoice,” exclaimed Lord Chatham, *“that the
Americans have resisted. Three million subjects of the
British Empire, so dead to any generous impulse as to
submit their necks to such a yoke, would be fit instru-
ments to make slaves of the rest.” But let it be remem-
bered —the Americans never had grounds of resistance to
be compared for one moment with those of the present
colonists of Australia.

At the General Election for the New Council that cu-
eued in the month of September 1851, my unsuccessful
offorts on behalf of the people in the Old Council were not
forgotten; as the following account of the Declaration of
the Poll, at the City Election, from the Empire, a Sydney
Daily Paper, of the 18th September, 1851, will sufficiently
show : —

« Yesterday afternoon (17th Sept. 1851), at four o’clock,
a great number of the citizens assembled before the
hustings in Macquarie Place, for the purpose of hearing

the official declaration of the poll taken the previous day.

«The Right Worshipful the Mayor said, it was now his
duty to declare to them the result of the polling yesterday,
which differed only in a trifling degree with the announce:

* Locke on Government, book ii.
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ment he had made at the Town Hall on the previous
evening. The votes polled for each candidate were as
follows : —

“ For the Rey. Dr. Lang - - - 1191
John Lamb, Esq. (R. N.) - - 1015
William Charles Wentworth, Esq. =991
Alexander Longmore, sq. - - 900
Charles Cowper, Esq. - - g 870

He therefore certified to them, and declared the Rev. John
Dunmore Lang, John Lamb, Esq., and William Charles
Wentworth, Esq., duly elected to represent the City of
Sydney in the Legislative Council, He begged to con-
gratulate his fellow-citizens on the peaceful and orderly
manner in which the election had heen conducted. It was
a circumstance highly creditable to them, and worthy of
being held up as an example to the whole world. (Cheers.)
He would now call upon the Reverend Dr. Lang to address
the meeting.

“The Rev. Dr. Lang, M. C,, then came forward amidst
enthusiastic and long-continued cheering. He said, he
heartily congratulated them on the result of the present
election, not because of any merit personally inherent
in himself, as having led to the gratifying result, but be-
cause it was the triumph of those liberal prineciples which
were the glory of the age in which we live—the hope of
long oppressed and suffering humanity. (Loud cheers.)
This election had not turned at all upon the question of
T.ransportatinn. The real pivot on which it turned was the
infamous Electoral Act. (Cheers.) The members re-
turned had been returned because of the strong opinions
which a large majority of the electors had taken up upon
that question. He disclaimed all idea of any parsol:ml
merit in himself as having led to the result; he felt that
he owed his election entirely to the fact that he had !d@nti-
fied himself thoroughly with those principles of political

freedom which they desired to see applied in all these colo-
L3
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nies. (Cheers.) They were all aware that within the 5.
few months the local government had been entrusted wit},
the transcendantly important duty of establishing a const;.
tution for this territory on the basis of the Act of Parlj,.
ment which had been sent out for that purpose. During
the progress of the Constitutional Ac_t;, he .(Dr: Lang) had
repeatedly but vainly entreated the Colonial bll_\(-l-ptu,‘}. e
the mouth-piece of the government, as th.e mainspring of
the measure, to do justice to all classes of the population,
and to make a proper distribution of t}‘u‘, representation
among those who were entitled to the franchise ; and
had predicted, at the time, that all those.concernml in the
concoeting of the infamous Electoral Bill would suffer 4
heavy punishment sooner or later. (Loud cheers.) They
were well aware that on that occasion, the Local Govern-
ment, acting through the Colonial Secretary, had con-
cocted a system of representation which he could only
designate as a downright fraud upon the electors. (Vo-
ciferous cheering.) A countryman of his own, arguing
on this very subject with a native of the sister isle, asked
if one man was not as good as another? ¢ Yes, replied
the Irishman, ¢ and a great dale better.” (Loud laughter.)
Now he (Dr. L.) did not go quite so far as the Irishman
(laughter) in this matter. He would confine himsell to
the positive degree. But he maintained, without fear of
contradiction, that any one man entitled to the clective
franchise was just as good as any other man. (Cheers.)
This was the principle on which the present election had
turned. The Colonial Secretary had been the mainsprine
of the Electoral Bill, as far as the (Government was con-
cerned; but feeling his inability to carry that measie

- himself, he had looked about him for an accomplice (cheers

and laughter), and he was fortunate enough to find one in
a quarter in which one would not have expected such &
character — namely, in the honourable and learned men-
ber, hiﬂ;m mlleague. (Laughter and cheers.) And
agreeably to the system concocted between them, they
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had established it as a rule, that 14,700 inhabitants of
the City of Sydney, 8000 inhabitants of the Hamlets, and
11,000 inhabitants of the County of Cumberland, were no
better than 1400 or 1500 inhabitants of the outskirts of the
colony, 600 or 700 miles off ! (Groans.) Now he appealed
to them — but they had yesterday decided the matter —
that this was nothing but a gross outrage on the common
sense as well as on the rights of the citizens of Sydney.
Their decision yesterday was emphatically a sentence of
condemnation on those who would defraud them of their
just rights. (Cheers.) The result afforded a melancholy
spectacle, he must acknowledge. The man whose towering
talent would have given him the most pre-eminent station
in the colony, had he stuck to their interests and to his own
duty,—whose distinguished intellectual qualities ought to
have ensured him that station to the latest day of his exist-
ence:; he who should have been the leader, the virtual
dictator of his country, presented now the melancholy
spectacle of coming in third best. (Cheers.) Nay, gentle-
men, he may be thankful to the diggings for being in at
all (cheers); for if the 1001 of his (Dr. L.’s) countrymen,
instead of going to the gold mines, had remained to dis-
charge their duties as electors—(mind, he did not say
which was of the greatest importance), they would have
said to him in the very broadest Scotch, ¢ Ye'll gang nae
mair till yon toun.’ (Laughter and loud cheers.) He
repeated it: the people of this metropolitan eity had
pronounced in the most unmistakeable manner, and in the
most intelligible language, a sentence of condemnation on
all concerned in getting up this infamous Act— they, the
people of a eity which would shortly be second to none in
importance and influence on the face of the earth. The
-tidings of this sentence of condemnation on all coneerned
in this case of pfzblic fraud would come like a thunder-
cI:'jmp on th_e Colonial Executive. But the tidings had fallen
with heaviest effect on that false old crone, My Grannie O !
No wonder she was hurt, no wonder she raved, as she saw

that the days of fiddle faddle and of the Sydney Morning
b
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Herald were ended !~ She found that it was men, and y,
mistake! and not scarecrows, that would henceforth 1,

sent to represent the people- But it was proper to say

nothing of the dead; and he would therefore say nothing
more about the Sydney Herald. (Laughter.) The prac.
tical effect of this sentence of eondemnation on the framers
of the Bifjetoral Act was, that that Act must be amendeq,
and amended forthwith. (Cheers.) One of the first
duties of the New Council would be to amend that Act,
and he was sure his honourable and gallant colleague, why
had been sent into Council on this oceasion, would Lolg
himself equally bound with him to obtain an immediate
amendment of the Electoral Act. The constituencies of
Sydney, of the Hamlets, and of the County of Cumber.
Jand, were determined to have justice done them as soon
as possible. The other anomalous constituencies had been
called into existence for the express purpose of giving the
Government a larger power than the Act of Parliament
contemplated, in the manufacture of Crown nominees,
But they would spare no exertions to do away, as speedily
as possible, with this sham and mockery. Only when
justice was done them in this matter, could they hope to
obtain responsible government. If they had responsibl
government, no doubt the prime mover in this infamous
business, the honourable the Colonial Secretary, would
have to march out of his place, and make way for some
abler and better man, (Cheers.) Not that he (Dr. L)
would let him down completely and suddenly — he would
do so gradually and gently — for instance, he would offcr
lim the Professorship of Bunkum in that notable abortion,
the Sydney University. (Laughter and cheers.) e
congratulated his fellow-citizens on the position which th

d*!_lud taken up as the political hearvt of the whole

A"m group. They knew it was essential to the right
actioin ﬁw body, that the centre of the system should
be he: ‘v: '_,'_r_h(i heart of the colony was in healthy

condition,

ﬂlﬁ blood it would send into the limbs and
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branches of the other colonies would infuse new life into
the whole political system. Personally, he thanked them
for the certificate of character which they had given him.
and which he doubted not would serve a future purpose,
not only in the colony, but in England, if it should be his
fate once more to go home. They were all aware of his
efforts to arouse public feeling at home, in order to obtain
justice for the colonists of the empire generally; but in
making those efforts he had aroused the wrath of the Colo-
nial Office against himself. The certificate of character
given him by the city of Sydney would, however, enable
him, in the phrase of military men, to open the trenches
before Downing Street itself, and its committee of inca-
pables (laughter), and ultimately, he trusted, to carry the
place by storm. (Loud cheers.) He recollected that
some time after his election for the city last year, some
comments had appeared in the London Daily News,
stating that his election had been accidental, and that the
constitueney took no part in the extreme views he held,
particularly as to the right of a colony to entire freedom
and independence (loud cheers), sa soon as it was able and
willing to manage its own affairs. e had risked his pre-
sent election, and he knew that he risked it, on a strong
expression of this opinion. It was from no feeling of dis=
loyalty that he professed these opinions. God forbid that
he should feel disrespeet for the authorities of the old
fatherland! = No one entertained higher sentiments of
respect and regard than he did towards Her Majesty the
Queen and her royal consort. He contemplated with the
greatest pleasure the domestic felicity of that happy family
— a family which uniformly set a virtuous example to all
‘arc?und tl-lem, which he deeply regretted was not always
;1(111:,13.:e:] ;1:1 till11e ::;onies.. (Cheers.). But whil:st he yielded
m pect, in veneration for the constituted
authorities o'f the n}ot.her-country, he would never hesitate
to express his conviction of the right of any colony of the
Crown, as soon as it could stand on its own legs, to entire
LS
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freedom and independence- If Great Britain had acteg
on this principle towards America, she would have saveq
150,000,000Z. of her treasure; she would have spared the
spilling of much of the best of her blood, ﬂ:nt\ Ill‘l!‘.‘lmlt‘.(]
those feelings of alienation and hatred w_lnch prevailed
and would still prevail between the th nations. He held
that a common language, a common literature, R‘Cmnmcm
law, and a common religion, constituted an infinitely
stronger and more pinding tie than those which kept them
now under the domination of Downing Street; and when-
ever the day came when they should haw.a a ﬁdg Ut'l their
ow‘n——(uheers)fﬂoating over the splendid series of colo
nies founded in Australia, he felt confident that Great
Britain would rejoice with them and say, ¢ Many daughters
have done virtuously, but thou, Australia, hast excelled
them all !’ (Immense cheering.)” ‘ ‘

W. C. Wentworth, Esq., barrister, a native of the
colony, of supereminent talents, but of questionable p.:"mv
ciples, had always stood highest on the poll before,
against all rivals; but as he was supposed at the 1,;::
election to have sold himself to the Government, by
voting as he did for their Electoral Bill, he was left Ilij.-
the indignant citizens at the bottom. Asa large number
of the middle and industrious classes of the inhabitauts
of Sydney were absent at the time at the gold mines, on
of the two seats for the extensive agricultural county of
Durham was kept open tiil after the election in Sydney,
that I might be returned for that county, if thrown out
in the capital. I had also been requested to become
a candidate for the counties of Northumberland aud
Hunter, and was promised extensive and active suppor
if Idid. T was proposed, without my own previous know-
ledge, for the united counties of Brisbane, Bligh, and
Phillip, and ‘continued an involuntary candidate, i/ after
( election *: and I was invited to becont
Bydney election was as yet andecided, a papt
fing is a copy, was numerously and most respect
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candidate for the town of Bathurst, in the midst of the
gold mines. I happened to visit that district shortly after
the election, and experienced a more cordial reception
from the miners generally than any other colonist of any
rank or class in society had previously met with; and
previous to my leaving the district a public meeting of
the miners was held on the plain of Sofala on the Turon
River, of which the following account is extracted from
the People’s Advocate, a colonial weekly paper of the
11th October, 1851 : —

« Great Public Meeting to address the Rev. Dr, Lang,
at the Turon, on Monday, October 6th.

“ A public meeting took place at Sofala, Turon River,
to present an Address of Congratulation to the Rev. Dr.
Lang, M. L. C. ; it was numerously and respectably at-
tended. It being generally known that the honourable
and reverend gentleman was about to depart for Bathurst,
on Monday morning, a large assemblage of diggers col-
lected round his quarters, to testify their respect and
esteem for his past political conduct, and to intreat him
not to desist from urging upon the people the necessity
of large and extensive reforms in our Colonial Govern-
ment until a greater share of public freedom shall be
meted out to them.

At ten o’clock the meeting assembled in the open air,
on the beautiful valley of Sofala, near Burton’s Royal
Circus.

“ After the meeting had been constituted and a chair-

signed by the electors of these counties, and afterwards published in
the Sydney papers :—
(Copy.)

““ We, the undersigned electors of the United Comnties of Brisbane,
Bligh, and Phillip, being of opinion that the absence of the Rev. Dr.
Lang from the Legislative Council would be a severe publie calamity
and that such a contingeney as his rejection by the constituency o;‘
Sydney, although highly improbable, is by no means impossible,
hereb_y determine to exert ourselves to ensure his elaction for these
counties.” :

L6
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man appointed to preside, the latter, in a concise apg
appropriate speech introduced the Honoprable and Re-
verend Dr. Lang, M. C. L., to the meeting; who wa:
received with loud cheers.

« Tt was then proposed by Mr. A. M‘Lean, and seconde
by Mr. W. Baker, that Mr. Quinn be requested to read
the Address which had been prepared by the Turon Gold

Miners.
« My, James Quinn then came forward and read the

Appress T0 THE Rev.Jom~ Duxmore Laxc, D.D.,
M.L.C.

« ¢ Rev. Sir,— We, the Gold Miners of Sofala, in public
meeting assembled, most respectfully and cordially heg
to congratulate you on your first visit to the Turon
Diggings, after your triumphant return at the Lead of the
poll as Member of the Legislative Council for the City of
Sydney.

& ¢ Unlike any of the hypoeritical leaders of that bue
and grovelling faction of obstructionists (now fast falling
into decay), your name will henceforth be associated with
¢human progress; it will be a watchword for liberty;
and when your career of usefulpess shall have beon
brought to a close, it will occupy a distinguished place
in the history of your adopted country.

& ¢«To your immortal honour, you have been the fir
legislator to promulgate the principles of self-governmen!
for this great country, — principles which, from thcil
being based upon equity and the general good of man-
kind, ean never die; but ultimately must preponderate
thy out the whole civilized world. Your mission
‘ re a noble one, and for this reason we tender yor
our esteem. You are the Apostle of the Independenc
of Australia, and this will be the foundation of you

10 become the wealthiest and most powerii!
thern hemisphere, all we want is —?

liberal and ﬂ‘htened government, willing to advanc
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with the spirit of the age;j we therefore conjure you
to use, in every legal and constitutional way, all your
interest, which is great, and all those splendid talents
which nature has so plentifully endowed you with, to
accomplish this grand object.

« ¢ We sincerely regret that the limited period of your
stay amongst us, precludes the possibility of testifying
our acknowledgments in any other way than simply pre-
senting you with this short address.

« ¢ May Divine Providence assist you in all your under-
takings ; and more particularly, when you shall be ne-
cessitated to wage political hostilities against the enemies
of the young nation of Australia

¢« ¢ When you leave here, you may assure yourself, that
you will carry with you our warmest wishes for your
welfare; and in whatsoever place you may be, we shall,
at all times, learn with supreme satisfaction, that you are
surrounded by every comfort which can contribute to
render your happiness complete.

« ¢ Signed on behalf of the Meeting,
« ¢« JAMES QUINN, Secretary.’

¢« The Address was read amidst great demonstrations
of applause, after which the chairman said: ¢ Reverend
Sir, it is now my pleasing duty to present you with
a bag of pure virgin gold, which has just been placed in
my hands for your acceptance. It was dug out by the
miners’ contiguous to this spot this morning, and it is
almost wet from the cradles.’

“The reverend gentleman then returned the following'
reply : —

¢ ¢ Gentlemen,— I cannot but feel exceedingly gratified
with the Address which you have now done me the ho-
nour to present to me, although I am not vain enough to
suppose that T can be at all deserving of the very high
terms of commendation in which you have been pleased
to allude to my past efforts as a member of the Legislative
Council of this Colony, g .

“¢I have simply studied in that capacity to obtain
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political justice for my fellow-colonists, believing (i ;,
the attainment of that object, the greatest happinesy v,
infallibly be secured for the greatest number ; bt
stituted as our Colonial Legislnturc has hitherto heey,
and still is, those who follow such a course will ajy,,,
be left in a very small minority (hear, hear). Ty ),
result of the late Sydney election has shown that ),
principles of public freedom, and of the vights of 10,
are now at length in the ascendant (cheers); for “.-|”.“,H:
it was the evident and undoubted object of the [0,
Government, and their standing majority in the |y
Couneil, to frame the recently passed Electoral Acp o,
as to swamp the popular element, and throw the repy,.
sentation as mueh as possible info the hands of ¢,
,',-,@?aurnment, the largest constituency in the colony |y,
p ed a sentence of condemnation upon the ini-
ml pmceeding, which cannot fail to he productive
~of the most important results for the cause of puli;
freedom and general advancement (loud cheers). (-
tlemen, I beg to eongratulate you on the recent discoven
of gold in this territory, and on the political, as well a8
the social and economical significance of that wonderful
discovery. It will not only prove a source of incaleulull
wealth to the eolnny, but ensure to us, at a comparatively
early period, a numerous, industrious, and virtuous e
immigrant population from our fatherland (hear, Lear),
and enable us to hold out the vight hand of encourage-
\.'m to myriads of our unfortunate fellow-countrymen
at home, who will now gladly cast in their lot with v i
golden land. And it will not fail to accclerat: «
tion, for which, in the ordinary course of human
lllﬂtsll be prepared, whether we desire it or
our entive political frecdom and national
-‘,GIWBH)- Gentlemen, it was — partly af
t with my own eyes this great exhibiton,
@it in my power to offer an intellizont
0N conneeted with it that may con
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before the New Council, that I was induced to visit the

gold regions before the opening of the Logislature, 1

need not say that, from all I have scen, I have been

gratified beyond my own highest anticipations ; am‘l when

1 look around me, and see §o MimMerous, 80 peaceful, “"_‘l
so orderly a community, formed instantancously, as it
were, from such heterogeneous materials, I eannot but feel
proud of my adopted country (mueh cheering), — 1 can-
not but anticipate for its inhabitants the highest destiny
that ean await any people in the whole civilized world
(enthusiastic cheers). Gentlemen, I beg to bid you fare-
waell; and while I thank you for the substantial testimo-
nial which you have presented me, I cannot but feel
exceedingly grateful for your kind wishes on my hehalf.
I beg, in return, you will receive my best wishes for your
guccess, and that of all your fellow labourers, in the im-
portant enterprise in which you are engaged ; and if
it should he within the compass of my humble abilities as
a member of the Legislative Council to contribute in any
way to your comfort and welfare, you may rest assured
that no effort will be wanting on my part.’

“ When the Rey. gentleman finished his reply, three
hearty cheers were given. Some grievances were re-
ported, in reference to the post-office, and other irregu-
lavities; then the meeting, after seeing the honourable
and Rev. Member mount his horse and start for Bathurst,
peacefully separated.”

These expressions of public opinion, to which I should
certainly never have adverted had it not been absolutely
necessary in order to counteract the influence and effect of
whole quires of misrepresentation and falsehood, that will
doubtless be transmitted to England respecting myself and
my procedure, from the highest places in the colony, will
incontestibly prove that the opinions which I have advo-
cated in this volume, and which I had taken repeated op-
portunities of advocating in the colony, both in lectures
and from the press, for upwards of a twelvemonth before
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the discovery of gold in New South Wales, are not those
of an insignificant handful of low people, as they will
doubtless be represented, from Government House and
elsewhere, but those of a large proportion of the intellec-
tual and moral worth of the Australian community. Lot
it be remembered by all whom it concerns, that ¢ the
dissensions between the two countries, which afterwards
terminated in the dissolution of the DBritish empire iy
America, were not a little promoted by the pernicious
counsels and erroncous information transmitted to the
English ministry by the governors of those provinces in
which the appointment to that office was exercised by the
King.”‘

But I am not singular in holding the opinions I advo.
cate, as to the inherent and indefeasible right of any
community, such as a British colony, able and willing to
miﬂ and protect itself, to declare its entire freedom
and independence. The Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, President
of the College of Princeton, New Jersey, in America, had
only been six years out of Scotland, where he had previ-
ously been one of the most eminent parochial ministers
in that country, when he was elected a member of the i
National Congress of the United States, and signod the
famous declaration of independence at Philadelphia, in th
year 1776.% The sentiments of Dr. Witherspoon, and

# Grahame, vol. i. 389.
- 4 Iwas told by persons of the highest intelligence in America
“in that country in the year 1840, that, next to Washington,
was 1o man to whom the Americans considered themselv
ore deeply indebted for the achievement of their national frecdom
w@nﬂe, than Dr. Witherspoon, IHis high chavacter and
its had siven effectual support to the eause of freedom,
1€ M embraced at an early pﬁl’i()(l in their great national
ind during the subsequent progress of that struggle, wi 1l
the gloomiest, and not a few even of his coadjutors
I W‘lhl! contest as utterly hopeless, Dr. Withe
mated their drooping spirits, and cncourtzts
: efforts which were ultimately crown (| with
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also of the celebrated John Wasley, on the relations of
mother-countries and their full-grown colonies, will
appear from the following extract from the able and ex-
cellent historian of America: —
« It was the opinion of Dr. Witherspoon and many
other persons of sincere and profound piety in America,
. that when collisions arise between different authorities in
the same empire, every main possesses the right of choos-

sucoess.  But no sooner were the liberties of his country effectually
gecured, than, without looking for either office or emolument for
himself, he returned, like an old Roman, to his quiet college, and
even volunteered a pilgrimage to Scotland, where his name and
character had always stood very high, to engage ministers, and can=
didates for the ministry, for those parts of his adopted country which
had been left desolate by the war, and to collect funds for their
settlement,

It is somewhat remarkable that one of my own earliest recollee~
tions should have been connected with the memory of this great
and good man, and especially with that event of his life to which [
have just alluded. My mother, who was born in the year 1770,
used to tell me, when a little boy, that the first Charity Sermon she
ever heard was one preached in the open air at Beith, in Ayrshire,
Scotland, where she was then on a visit to a velative, by the Rev.
Dr. Witherspoon, from America. She was fourteen years of age
at the time, which must consequently have been in the year 1784,
the year after the Peace. Dr. Witherspoon had been the parish
minister of Beith many years before; and the concourse of people
from the surrounding country was so great on the occasion, that the
parigh church could not hold them, and the service had to be held
in an adjoining field, where Dr. W, preached from a moveable
pulpit, or as it is technically called, in the west of Scotland, a fent.
My mother used to deseribe to me his venerable appearance and
snow-white locks, and the peculiarly impressive character of his
oratory, the whole scene having evidently made a deep and indelibla
impression upon her mind, I was afterwards at school for a short
time in Beith, and the schoolmaster, in whose house I resided, had
the same feeling of veneration for the memory of Dr, Witherspoon,
These apparently trivial cireumstances naturally led me at an after
period to enquire into the public career of Dr, Witherspoon, and
may perhaps have had some influence in shaping out my own,
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ing which side he shall support, bounded by the dy¢, -
consulting the interests of peligion and liberty, ang
respecting the opinions and wishes of the majority of 4,
community. The seviptural precepts veferred to by (),
Quakers and other advoeates of submission, they thoug|,
were intended (in so far as their application might be
supposed universal) to ineuleate the duty without definip,
the limits of obedience to civil authority, and to reeop,.
mend a peaceable, moderate, and contented dispositioy,
and averseness to wanton and unnecessary change. Johp
Wesley was at first opposed, upon religious principles, to
American resistance, and in letters to the Methodists in
America, endeavoured without effect to dissuade then
from embracing the cause of their country. DBut /e very
soon changed his opinion, and even encouraged the A -
ricans to revolt by expressions of his good wishes and
approbation.” *

-

Sgoriox V. — TrE Dury of GREAT BRITAIN IN THIS CRISIS

& Tt is the trade of the colonies,” observed the citizens
of Boston nearly a century ago,  that renders them be-
neficial to the mother-country : our trade, as it is now, aul
always has been conducted, centres in Greal Britain."

« King Tullius (in Dion, Hali.) says, we look upon it
to be neither truth nor justice, that mother-citics ought of
necessity and by the law of nature to rule over (i
colonies.” |

“If a dominant country,” observes Mr. Cornev all
Lewis, with equal truth and honesty, * understood the
‘true nature of the advantages arising from the relation of

* Grabame's Hist, of the United States, iv. 315.  Also, Southey’

il to the Representatives of the City of Duston, t
e of M husetts, May, 1764.
{ Grotius, de Jure Belli, §e., b. 2. c. 9. sec. 10.
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supremacy and dependence to the related communities,

it would voluntarily recognise the legal independence of
such of its own dependencies as were fit for independence ;
it would, by its political arrangements, study to prepare
for independence those which were still unable to stand
alone ; and it would seek to promote colonization for the
purpose of extending its trade rather than its empire, and
without attempting to maintain the dependence of its
colonies beyond the time when they need its protection.” *

« [Under the present system of management,” observes
the celebrated Dr. Adam Smith, ¢ Great Britain derives
nothing but loss from the dominion she assumes over her
colonies.”

To the same effect Mr. Roebuck observes, as follows,
although he could scarcely have anticipated the event that
will enable Australia so speedily to realise his predietion,
and to take her place in the great family of nations: —

« The colonies, which we are founding in America,
Australasia, and Africa, will, probably, at some future
day, be powerful nations, who will also be unwilling to
remain in subjection to any rule but their own. But this
withdrawal from our metropolitan rule ought not to offend
or wound us as a nation ; we should feel in this case as a
parent feels when a child has reached unto manhood —
becomes his own master, forms his own separate house-
hold, and becomes, in his turn, the master of a family.
The ties of affection remain — the separation is not the
cause or the effect of hostility. Thus should it be with a
mother-country and her colonies, Having founded them,
and brought them to a sturdy maturity, she should be
proud to see them honestly glorying in their strength, and
Wi.smf]g for independence. Having looked forward to
this time as sure to come, she should prepare for it. She
should make such’ arrangements in her system as to put

* Essay on the Government of De Y o
wall Lewis, Esq., p. 334. Lou'gon, f;:ffm?' l:g Fg% Corne-

t Wealth of Nations, e. vii.
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An Act of Parliament adopting the principle of thes fOE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA. 241
n : 4 e tabl : ; i 4 :

Resolutions would provide for the establishment of 5 House of Assembly and Senate in each colony or provinee;

the former to be elected by the colonists in the manner

:ch are now of indispensable necessity for the general welfare, indicated in the Resolutions referred to; and the latter

pic }:' -:3 instrumentality. il by the House of Assembly. To the legislature so formed

i this meeting i IR o opinion. that the time lus should he surrendered all the revenues arising from all
L + Legislative Couneil should be supersedeq hi b

arrived when the preser ngwD B iy e sources whatsoever, within the particular colony or

! province (with the exception of the revenues arising from
Ballot, and Equal Electorul Bieta the sale or oceupation of the Waste Lands), and the entire
and a Senate, to be clected by th, control over all such revenues, together with all the
for Six Years, so that each house of other powers of government necessary for the constitution

re to consist ©

by alapees £ Representatives, to be chosen on the princip

viz., a House 0
Universal Suffrage, Vote by
and to subsist for Two Years ;

said Hnﬂset.‘Jf Rgr::e;::tgﬁ: election of senators, shall have the of a provincial legislature. The proposed Act would
reprs:etl::illevcﬁne-third of the whole number of senators; provided therefore provide a constitution of precisely the same
Ezjv; that every such senator shall ]jm*el ﬂu;mt(dd the iffu:h. ) IL-I:In- of form and character for the five colonies or provinces of
his age, and shall have RESIERRE RiayELy clEClec. A MEmber of the New South Wales; Van Dieman’s Land ; South Australia;

Victoria, or Port Phillip ; and Cooksland, or the Moreton
Bay country ; to be afterwards extended to the other two

use of Representatives. y ; )
Hoﬁ That this meeting desires to express its entire concurrence in

£ s, Esq., late member of the
the resolations pm_f‘;ﬁdﬂz ::;EEZL?YIL{];SSU B constitution colonies or provinees to be formed to the northward —
:ﬁgi::t;:ﬁ):;g%ew AN Wz;les —ould be acceptable, permancr: say Le‘ichartsland, extending to the Gulf of Carpentaria,
g‘beﬂeﬁcial, ~which did not embrace th? following requisites, s .'/\ fmd Flindersland, .comprising the pen_insula of Cape York;
L An explicit recognition of the right of t'ha.a c(al:nn:ﬁ-_‘ of Nex in all seven colonies or provinces.
South Wales to have their government administered by persons The proposed Act should also contain & proviso, aud

thorising Her Majesty, in the event of not fewer than
four or five of these colonies or provinces agreeing to
form a General Government for the whole, on a certain

responsible to their representatives.
1I. A Governor removeable by the vote
ture, and invested with all eolonial patronage.

of the Colonial Legish-

minated by tl

. ly in which no person no ; ral |
cII]. Aﬁt&gxgz ;is:mbr basis to be indicated, and on certain conditions to be

“I);n The placing the sum of 81,0007 contained in the schedults specified, to vecguivs the  said GeneralBRMRIRBITE:
. and 6 Vietoria, chap. 76., 102 vernment, and to grant entire freedom and independence

A. B. and C. appended to the Act 5

{her with the expenses of the Customs Department, at the 4 to the whole Australian Union.

The General or National Government should eonsist of

of such assembly. B . and the tond g
g vﬁom’f ?F}'.; .J]‘f-l;.u-u-nw-l" ot : dezite and House of Representatives, with a President
-to = 11:‘;21 Gf‘:'vh:rz:;::t a:::].1‘3.1;.(;1?51E‘;'(":l\tllj.::l‘(:M:‘,[]l:.l:"l\'t'dL lll'!;II them ::latiolncse f}"lI:sPldi)?t, ia,nd have controul over all Fﬂrﬂig“ "EJ
“;fe’l'htt n: it is extre{x’lely probable that parliamentary TI2% ; over all ,matterg olf(': sti?(j;sl;’ an(:;'th:'lPOSt Office—in short,
ings, involving the rights and interests of the p«_‘npl}' of this y nation concemm.egt.’.wm
will be instituted by the Imperial Government during ”"" ; ‘.\ : person duly authorized to advoeate and support the same h fzrith

sion @'Fﬂﬂment, in consequence of the tidings of the disco? the Imperial Government and with the British Publi!:,??‘%'

o 41t i '-.\l'l ' -
the 1 ol mines, it is the opinion of this meeting tl (Signed) W, Tt
rﬂﬂm Ws be for;rarded to England by som¢ fit and pro; 27th December, 1851, Mmﬁﬂw

R~
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National Legislature I would.dESig“amp neither aftey 4,
American, nor after the I‘rench—al(.jtmgmss or g
National Aggembly-—but after the BI‘I‘:.IS!] example, ,
Parliament. The House of REPl‘eSt?ntatlves should re.
present the population of the Union; each proyip
returning a number of mem.bt?rs equal to thu‘ multiple it
should contain of a eertain minimum amount of populasiy,
—say ten, fifteen, or twenty .thousand: the t%ennlc‘w shonld
represent the different fRoKinces on a foating of perfect
equality ; each province returning the same nun'lh‘:,\ o
senators—say three or five. The senators of the Nation
Parliament I would propose to be elected b\ the Senate
and House of Representatives of each province, meeting
together for that express purpose in the same Im!lf as is
eustomary on certain preseribed occasions in the Norye-
gian Storthing. ]

The reasons why I would reserve for the General or
National Government the entire controul of the Public
Lands are, g

1. It would be absolutely necessary for the :\ﬂt]'ll‘ili.
Government to have such controul, in order to enable it
to fulfil the conditions of the Treaty of Independence to
be hereafter specified ; for that Treaty could -c)m_\"lu'
made with the National Government, and not with that
of any particular province.

9. It would prevent the enactment of inju:liv.iuu‘ WT-
probably wasteful measures, in regard to the disposal of
the waste lands, which might otherwise be passed by some

of the provincial legislatures ; for this is just the p “"’
on which a check would require to be placed upon [
action of these legislatures by the national mind.
8. It would introduce uniformity of system o
action throughout the Union, in regard to the dispot
Public Lands ; and .
kﬁ&L;‘;“Id El‘e;ﬂY strengthen the National Gover
ment, and form a national boud of union.

and of

el g 7 a , the
The W Government would therefore have U

Y y : o , , g1 les 01
controul of the entire revenue arising from the =

THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA. 243

public lands throughout the Union; with this proviso,
however, that the revenues arising from this source in
any particular province should be expended in emigration
or otherwise for that province exelusively. It would also
have to decide on all questions as to the price of land
and the mode of sale; the circumstances of every par-
ticular case or province to be taken into account. A
Land Office would thus be created by the National Go-
vernment in each province, and be independent of the
Provincial Legislature,

Sectron VL —Prorosen CoNprTioNs ofF THE TREATY ofF INDE-
PENDENCE — HALF oF THE LAND REVENUE To BE APPROPRIATED
¥oRr THE PromoTION OF EMIGRATION FROM GREAT BRITAIN.

As one of the main objects of colonization is to pro-
vide an eligible outlet for the redundant population of
the mother-country, I would take it for granted that
Great Britain would never concede independence to any
colony, or group of colonies, at all adapted for such a
purpose, without providing for the carrying out of this
great object as fully as if the colony, or group of colonies,
had continued a dependency or group of dependencies.
And it is chiefly on the vast importance of such an ar-
rangement to Great Britain, and the unspeakable advan-
tage she would gain in this particular from the proposed
change in the condition of her colonies, that T would base
any hope I have of the favourable entertainment of my
proposal in influential quarters.

The particular reasons why it would not be expedient
for Great Britain to surrender the controul of the waste
lands to the provincial governments, are, First, that if
these lands were to be surrendered unconditionally to the
provincial governments, these governments might deter-
mine that no part of the proceeds arising from their sale
should be appropriated for the promotion of immigration * :

* The following extract of aletter from Barl Grey to ﬂi; Governor
of New South Wales, of date, * Downing Street, 27th May, 1851,
M2
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of a ]arge H.l'lIllla] contribution to the British tl'{\ngm.,{ Fro
Australia — probably mot less in amount than a ;.

a year. 4
T can imagine no difficulty whatever in the way of ),

carrying out of such an arrangement as I propose, o o

the creation of the yequisite guarantees to ensure g,
fulfilment of the pmposed condition. Great Britain y ould
have this completely in her own power, and could easijy
enforce the fulfilment of such a condition, if there er,
the slightest disposition exhibited on the part of the Ay,
tralian government to set aside the treaty. DBut this i
scarcely conceivable; for the arrangement would he g
beneficial to both parties that there could be no i
position to withdraw from the terms of the engagement,
T would limit the arrangement, however, to the period of
rieTy yeArs, If at the close of that period, a future
generation of Australians should deem it expedient to
renew the treaty, on the same conditions, they would
have it in their power to do so; but if not, they would be
free to do as they pleased. And in the mean time, I ca
think of nothing that would be likely to interrupt the
friendly intercourse that would be sure to subsist be-
tween the two countries, on a basis of such reciprocil
advantage.

T am happy to find a confirmation of some at least of
these views in the following passages of the work of
G. C. Lewis, Esq, to which I have already repeat-
edly referred. I concur entirely with Mr. Lewis in th
view he takes of the vast importance of colonization for
the advancement of mankind; and it is for this reasol
that 1 would endeavour above all things to ot @
thoroughly British population for the colonies of Australia;
for how good soever other people may be, There's na
MWW ain folk,” * for the Aeroic work of colonizatio™
I was told by a gentleman in Sydney recently from -‘*.:“li
mem about a third of the inhabitants of that il

A

..::,_". . * Old Scotch Song.
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are French immigrants: I confess I should be sorry, on
various accounts, to see such a proportion of foreigners,
even from La belle France, in any city of Australia. I trust
also that Mr. Lewis will recognize, in the plan I have just
sketched out, as favourable a prospect for extensive and
efficient colonization as has ever been submitted to the
British nation. But I shall recur to this part of the
subject more particularly in the sequel.

« The system of defraying the expenses of emigrants
from the proceeds of the sale of public lands in the
colony does not necessarily suppose that the new settlement
is a dependency of the country which sends out the
emigrants. If it were advantageous for a new settlement
to employ a portion of its public revenues (whether
arising from the sale of lands or from any other source)
in procuring immigrants, its government would naturally
devote a portion of its revenues to this purpose, whether
the settlement were independent or dependent.”

«“On reviewing the history of the Greek colonies, the
conquests of Alexander and of the Romans, and the
settlements of the modern European nations in Asia,
Africa, America and Australia, it will be seen that the
advancement of mankind is to be expected rather from
the diffusion of civilized nations than from the improve-
ment of barbarous or half civilized tribes. The promotion
of successful colonization is, therefore, one of the best
means of advancing and diffusing civilization, and raising
the general condition of mankind; and whoever can
devise or earry into execution any effectual means for
facilitating and improving it, is among the greatest bene-
factors of his race. But there is nothing in the colonial
relation which implies that the colony must be a dependency
e o o e A ETE M A

ould exist, even in the case of a newly
Jounded Settlement.”*

* Essay on the Government of D, . s
2 ependencies.
Lewis, Esq., p. 235, By Ge il i

4
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from customs’ duties on Australian P"O‘l_“"" in Englang,
as Mr. Roebuck proposes for the co!.omea, on the regj.
procity system. We should only desire :0 be placed o
the footing of the most favoured nation. _

9, Custom-houses are a grea‘t obstacle m_ the way of
trade, and frequently & perfect mculf_us upon it. It is upj.
versally wknow]edged that the pu%)hc 10548 far more in t),
additional price they have to pay for their ta.xvd comug-
dities, than the State derives from the taxes in the shape
of duties: and all this loss has to be sustained by the

community. +
t singular that in one of the most ancient treatics of

# It is somewha : : .
peace and commerce in existence —Vviz. between the Carthaginians ang

Bamms.—:ﬁ'eé-trade and no customs’ duties forms one of the stipula-

tions. Polybius (Book 3. chap. 22.) has preserved a copy of o
of peace and co : :

concluded so early as in the year after the expulsion of the ki

Rome, under the consulship of Junius Br}ltns m?d I\.[;:n-uh lm‘:n.

that is, 28 years before the expedition of Xerxes into Grecce, and 24l

from the building of Rome. It ig remarkable for the entire free-
dom of trade which it establishes between the rival republics, while

it jealously guards against expeditions of war or invasion, The
Free-trade proviso, translated into Latin by Isaac Casaubon, is o

follows : —

« Qui ad mercaturam venerint, ii vectigal nullum pendunto, extrd
unam ad prmwnis aut seriba mercedem.” Let those [Romans it

:m [anl‘fh&se}ﬁrpﬁrposes of trade, pay no (-:.-.w.rnnr.s‘ d‘rr.’l‘.'t.‘\.
the Wﬁoﬂ Qfmﬁ“ Qf the auctioncer and clerk qf the market.
t «The last remedy which I would propose 15
uaded would not only be attended with beneficial resu ;
Zealand, but also to all the Australian colonies: —-n 15 the
away with the Customs, and declaring the ports of Ne3 e
free, 'The impetus that such a measure as this would f_':.\\w' I 3
: * this and the neighbouring colonies is incaleulable. 1 hl|'l
conld ensily and equitably be made up by mesns ‘ 8
income tax, which I doubt not the people woult ©
. The present taxes on imported j_'ﬂlulls are ma
honest trader alone, the faciliti i
@ country possessing guch fine harbours, a1%
line as New Zealand as to :
than that of England or Ireland for 1ts

|';‘|‘||l!\' i
|||'| yenti

mmerce between the Romans and Carthaginians,

is one which I feel
1ts to New
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3. The taxes levied through the custom-house are un-
equal in their pressure, and consequently unjust in their
operation : they are paid chiefly by the humbler classes,
who are least able to bear them. The industrious me-
chanic consumes perhaps as much sugar and tea as the
squire himself, especially if his wife happens to be a tidy
body, and at all fastidious in her taste; but he virtually
contributes greatly more to the State.

4. The cost of an efficient custom-house establish-
ment for such a country as Australia would be enormous,
and out of all proportion to the amount of revenue to be
derived from it. Already the cost of the custom-house
establishment at Twofold Bay, in New South Wales, ex-
ceeds the whole amount of the duties received by it; and
there are several suspicious places along the coast that
must be vigilantly watched, and defended by a custom-
house foree, without the least prospect of duties, in the
way of a Preventive Service. Such a service, for a coast
line of several thousand miles in extent, with numberless
bays, ereeks, and roadsteads, would be greatly too costly
for any country, but especially for a young country to bear.

5. The custom-house system is already interfering
materially with the productive industry of the colonies,
and promoting extensive demoralization. The cultivation
of the vine, for example, is now becoming both extensive
and profitable in New South Wales; but it is found, in
the process of wine-making, that much of an inferior
quality has to be made into brandy, as for instance when
the grapes happen to have been saturated with rain. But
the Government derives an import duty on all French
brandy imported, and to prevent the diminution of the

To such an extent is smuggling carried on in the article of tobaceo
alone that a short time ago it eould in this country be bought at
10d. per pound, duty paid, or said to be paid, while the duty itself
was a shilling.” — New Zealand in 1842, or the Effects of a bad
Government on a good Country. By S. M, D, Martin, M, D., Auck-
land, New Zealand, 1842, : pr
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ad. If it is desirable for Great Britain herself, ;¢
as for Australia and the whole civilized world, thgs l-):l1.<|h:|‘
Australia, in the event of the actual colonies bvwmm
free and independent, should form one Grea .\;utin:h
instead of a series of small ones, she must provide f“?lh;
issue beforehand, in the way I have supgested. I.I\‘r
otherwise, there is not the least likelihood of its |y,
realized at all. Under the present colonial system, ”m?
are always petty jealousies subsisting between the diffopey
eolonies, even of the same group; which, if they wep (l.‘_l
free and independent, would prove a source of repulsi,
vather than of attraction. The Power that is to fuse they
into one homogeneous mass must therefore be exerte
from without. For example, the people of Port Phily
have hitherto had a substantial grievance to complain of,
in regard to New South Wales, from the fact of & large
portion of their land revenue having been appropriated
for the service of the older colony, of which Port Phillip
was a mere dependency, till last year. But the fact way
the appropriation was made by our Downing-Street go-
vernor, over whom the colonists of New South Wales had
10 control ; and so absurdly was the whole affair managed
a5 I have shown in my account of the period ¥, that, insteat
of benefiting anybody, it almost ruined everybody in the
older colony.

Again, the newswriters of Port Phillip are foolish enough
to imagine that theirs is the central province of the Eastern
group of colonies, because they form a sort of half-way
m Between Van Dieman’s Land and South Austrai
Bave New South Wales behind them ; forgetting !
is another province, thrice the size of Port Phillip,
northward of New South Wales, and other tvo 0
in the same direction in the course of a fey
uch circumstances, a National Government
Australia must have its head quarters o' the
' Statistical Aecount of New South Wales (under
of Sir George Gipps).
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Pacifie, and not in Bass' Straits; and Great Britain alone
can effect such an arrangement —an arrangement so de-
sirable for all parties concerned — in the way I have pro-
posed. From the present petty feeling on the subject,
the probability is that, if all the colonies were free and
independent, Port Phillip would endeavour to form a
separate State, in conjunction with Van Dieman’s Land
and South Australia, and break off from New South
Wales and the northern colonies altogether. But T repeat
it, it is not for the interest of Great Britain, or of the
world at large, to permit such an arrangement to take
place ; and so long as it is in the power of the mother-
country to bind together the whole of the eastern pro=
vinces into one great nation — one mighty power in the
Pacific, that will condescend to play “ no second fiddle ¥
to Brother Jonathan, but will claim perfect equality with
him from the first — her proper course in the matter is
plain and obvious, and cannot be mistaken.

4th. It is equally necessary, 1 conceive, that Great
Britain should interfere in the way I propose, for the
maintenance of the internal peace of the colonies. The
friends of freedom in the Australian colonies will certainly
not permit the present monstrous system of government to
subsist much longer. They will risk a struggle by and by ;
and “the odds,” I think, are greatly in their favour. The
present enormous expenditure of the Local Government
would of itself support a considerable army for the
achievement and maintenance of freedom ; and is it to be
supposed that such a temptation as it offers will be long
resisted by men determined to be free? * No doubt the nu-
merous host of cormorants and vampires, who are at present

* « As to what is called a Revolution principle,” observes the
ce{ebraﬂed Dean Swift, “ my opinion is this ; — That whenever those
evils, which usually attend and follow a violent change of govern-
ment, are not in probability so pernicious as the grievance we suffer
unc.ler a present power, then the public good will justify such a Revo-
lution,” — Dean Swift, Letter to Mr, Pope. Dublin, -Iuﬁ. 10. 1720.
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preying upon the vitals of the country, would scayc, 1
disposed to surrender their respective shaves in ), i
of the publie, withouta strong effort to engage (1 mnmfl_
country on their behalf': and, accordingly, professing t‘ml‘.-
profound and exclusive attachment to the British p{.‘],:‘n"
that gmmmﬂa, whom all the world ?i'.r)l',\'friul,l”;,w}‘
_« The Groans of these Britons,” forsooth, would ;m:lin ]
addressed f,gmhe_'-'\-lmperial Power, like those of the help.
less inhabitants of our own Fatherland, when Britaiy ],,,".‘
self was a colony of Rome.* But the timely interferep,
of the Imperial Parliament, in the way I propose, wou
effectually prevent all such possible collisions, and ally,
we_gy?,'ﬁoéiﬂ‘ul reform to be effected in perfect peace.
. 5ih, But whatever may have been the necessity [

5

’ -‘Mmemary interference before, the urgency of the
ﬁue has been increased tenfold since the discovery of
gold in Australia. By that wonderful event, the Aus
tralian colonies have been virtually taken out of the hands
e British Government, like a boat out of the handsof
‘rower in the rapids of an impetuous river; and the
- are now swept along by the current towards freedom and
. Mendenue, with a velocity which the Imperial Parli-
ment may guide, as I have shown, for the accomplishment
of the highest and noblest national objects, but whicl
i ,'mﬂi‘lﬁm;either to stem or to check. During
the Australian colonies have virtually
Mm; and can any reasonable man suppost
: will W‘ feel the new life that is in them, an
ll the usual evidences of national vitality?
of freedom and national independence is one
st generous and disinterested, as well as one 0!
gﬁd most ennobling passions of human nature;

as a Roman colony, and the Emperor, having
ps to defend the central provinees of the empl"
fians, recalled the legions that were .\1;|1iu'jn-l 2
left the colony exposed to the incut
a humble Petit‘lﬂﬂ, entitled The ‘f#-‘-w---‘ll
to anel' P“a}'iug for military !H‘-‘-’f'f"’"

f
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and when it once animates a people, they become capable
of deeds, and sacrifices, and exertions, of which they could
never have supposed themselves capable befove. Besides,
this spirit is highly contagious ; and when it is once forced
into a country, through imperial injustice and oppression,
it soon communicates itself to the whole mass of the
people.

Doubtless the Local Government have called for a strong
military force — the last and crowning argument of inca-
pacity and dishonesty — to keep down, or to put down, the
people; but there are countries in which either a naval or
a military force must act at great disadvantage against
even a comparatively small body of resolute men. There
are no rivers on the coasts of Australia, which an armed
vessel can ascend, like the Potomac at Washington ; and
the passes of the Blue Mountains, on the road to the Gold
Mines of the interior, like the Straits of Thermopyle,
could be defended by a mere handful of Australian Greeks
against the whole power of Persia. If even ¢ two or three
thousand badly armed men” should attempt a revolution-
ary movement at the Australian mines, there is no calcu-
lating the possible issue.

« There are conjunctures,” says the Abbé Millot, “in
which the destiny of a people,” as possessing a distinet
nationality, “depends upon a single head:”* and there
can now be no doubt whatever that, in the natural pro-
gress of events, some such head will soon appear to give
a distinet nationality to the British colonists of Australia,

The fatal consequences that resulted from the scornful
negleet of the truly wise and patriotic counsel of Dean
Tucker, eighty years ago, should read a solemn lesson to
the men of the present generation; but as another Dean
very justly observes, No wonder if men will not take
advice, when they will not even take warning.”

# Tl est des circonstances ot la destinée des peuples depend d'une
seule téte, — Millot,
1 Dean Swift.
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RHAP. TV.

RESULTS TO BE ANTICIPATED FROM THE PROPOSED CoNcrg.
SION OF FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE TO THE AUSIp,.
LIAN COLONIES.

Seemox IL.— A BERITTING CAREER OPENED UP For Mey
PALENT, ENTERPRISE, AND HONOURABLE Anprrioy

gmoma then that Her Majesty’s Government shoyl|
grant Freedom and Independence to the Australian colo.
nies, on the conditions I have suggested ; these colonies,
or provinees, having each a Senate and Touse of Repre.
sentatives, with a governor and other functionaries to be
Md bythe people, would open up a wide field for men
*l‘ﬁﬁty. enterprise, and honourable ambition, both at
Bome and in Australia. For the reader will bear in mind
that the * Seven United Provinces of Australia ™ woull
individually be much larger than average-sized American
states * ; New South Wales being as large as Great Britain
aaﬂ?mn mguﬂm-; Victoria, or Port Phillip, as large as
wmﬁ 5 and Van Dieman’s Land, as large as Ire-
m yrovineial field would, therefore, be both wide
mising for men of character and ability.

those who could establish for themselves a high
reputation in any one of the provinces, \\l"ll?'i
higher and wider field opened up to them in
or National Government. The A ustralian
would be open to them, as genators, and mem:
se of Representatives; and the highest

1d gach

i, Cooksland, and Leichartsland woul
of seven nveruge-sizul A merican ptate
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offices’ of the country, including those of President
and Vice-President, together with embassies to foreign
states, would be within their reach. In short, the maxim
of the late Emperor of France, La carriére ouverte aux
talens, o, as it is quaintly transiated by Carlyle, T%e tools
Sfor those who can handle them, would be fully realized
in Australia; and the emigration of persons of the higher
classes, from the mother-country, including all the liberal
professions, would be great beyond all former precedent.

It has hitherto been a prodigious error in the colonial
system of Great Britain, that it has held forth no suitable
career in the colonies for persons of these classes in the
mother-country ; who have consequently been left to over-
stock every profession, every branch of business above the
condition of mere manual labour, so that, to use the feli-
citous expression of Mr. Wakefield, there is @ universal
want of room throughout the United Kingdom for all
grades and phases of British gentility. It is from the
numerous disappointed persons of these educated classes,
that the humbler forms of dissatisfaction and disaffection
usually obtain their leadership and their organization;
and the consequent danger to society only becomes the
greater, the longer the evil is allowed to exist, and the
more numerous these classes become. Under the Gre-
cian system of colonization, such unquiet spirits were
from time to time drafted off, and disposed of in the colo-
nies; where they became leaders of the people, and
realized those offices, and honours, and distinctions, from
which they were virtually precluded at home. And so
would it be also under the system I propose, Hundreds
and thousands of the disappointed, unquiet, and restless
spirits that are always floating about upon the surface of
society at home — eupidissimi novarum rerum — would
betake themselves to the United Provinces of Australia;
where a new and highly promising field would be opened
up to them —a fair field and no favowr, The value of
such an outlet to Great Britain, and its importance, in
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regard to the future stability of her institutions, ,,, I
calculable. ! ;

Even for the actual colonists, the ehange in thig ety
would be one of prodigious .lmpm"tance. Hitherto ey,
respectable office, in eonnection with the different ol
governments, has been hopelessly S:hut against the sopg
the soil; as well as against British emigrants, indeeq,
of whatever ability or talent, if without interest o o,
nections at home. Indeed, the possession of Superior
ability of any kind has usually been a complete by, o
admission into any office connected with Governmey; i
the colonies; as it served to cast a sort of invidious ye.
fection upon the dull medioerity around it.

" Besides, the young Australians have generally but lit;
‘chance of rising in the world as merchants, as they can
ave no English connections ; and if they dislike going
‘into the interior, to keep sheep and cattle, and are aboye
taking a butcher’s shop, or applying for a publican’s |i-
| gence, the only resource for them is_ to enter a solicitors
office — a branch of business which is consequently pretty
well stocked already in the older colonies. No wonder,
therefore, that the respectable classes in these L'.(J]"P.!\il\-.
especially those who have sons, should il'ltens(-W‘\: tlu_--‘nw-..]
thorough and entire change in our colonial relation:. No
wonder that the young Australians, whose mtu:-lnm‘vm to
their native land i8 intense, and whose opinion of its -
peri l‘ityﬁﬂ all others is universal, should ;1||':‘:1w|‘\"|"
;ﬂmﬁﬂiﬁ' @t@ﬂng into the spirit of this Australian

—_—

“8ons of the soil, the die is cast !

: d our brothers are nailing their flag to the mast

:  shout on the land, and their voice on the se
d of our birth is a land of the Free!

e colonies have genera!ly reproac
undeservedly, with their inor
characteristic and exclusive Pas
‘inhabitants. « [Infortunately,

“hed thems

lH.a-idﬂl ol

says

linate lov
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Mr. Wakefield, ¢ the ruling passion of individuals in our
colonies is a love of getting money.”™ But it is scarcely
fair to reproach colonists generally with their money-malk-
ing propensities, when we have effectually closed every
door of honourable ambition against them otherwise,
through the bad system of government we have forced
upon them, in the gratification of our lust of empire. We
mete out to the colonies precisely the same measure of
injustice as we do to the Jews, whom we ridicule and
decry for their money-making propensities, after we have
shut up every other respectable and honourable walk of
life against them. But let ability and desert of every
kind have a fair field opened up for them in the colonies
— let the colonists know and feel that they Zawe a coun-
try to labour for, and not a mere Downing Street pre-
serve for pitiful incapacity— and the same generous and
manly feelings will forthwith be developed, over the whole
face of colonial society, as have uniformly characterized
the birth of freedom and independence in every land.
About twenty or twenty-five years ago, before free
emigration had begun to set in strongly for the Australian
colonies, the cause of public freedom, in New South
Wales, had got into very questionable hands. The %pa-
triots,” as they were then called, were — many of them at
least — men of exceptionable character ; while not a few
of them were mere ticket-of-leave-men and emancipists,
whose legs were still blue with the marks of their double
irons. Mr. Wentworth + — an ominous name for the
cause of public freedom — was the demigod of their hero-
worship, and was ever and anon bawling out lustily, at the
public meetings of the Patriotic Association of the period,
for a five pound franchise, and the rights of the people.
The Local Government of the day could therefore afford

* A View of the Art of Colonisation, §e. p. 101,
T Now one of the members for the city of Sydney, on the old
Emancipist interest, which is fast wearing out.

N
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to sit very much at its ease, even in the midst of th;, L
tation ; for it knew pesfeetly that “the patriots” 1y |
confidence in each other; that their leaders coy)g |,
bought off at any time, as the result has shown ; and thy,
their patriotisnt would very soon Burn out.*  The rey)y
respectable colonists pfithe period also took no inter
in the matter, and looked on with indifference, if not i

contempt.t

* Religiﬂﬂ, in the generous, not sectarian, meaning of the wopg
la:r:.]-nswa;goit it the struggles of the ]abO'lll"ll.lg classes for
and dignity are anything but hopeful. — Channing.
4+ The following was 2 poetical comment on the politic:
of the colony, at the period referred to, by an eye-witness : —
: « Uphappy land! where demagogues uprear

Adulterous foreheads, reeking with pollution !
Catching full oft the unsuspecting ear .

Of innocence with their villainous elocution ;
And eke presenting to the mob each year

A thumping bastard and a Constitution !
There's B—y W-—h. What a tale he weaves!
A House of Commons for a den of thieves!

4T Jove thee, Liberty, thon blue-eyed maid !
g Thy beauty fades not in the hottest clime !
: Tn purple or plebeian garb arrayed,
1 love thee gtill! The great in olden time,
Roman and Greek, worshipped thy very shade
And sung thy beauty in their song sublime
Pis Paradise to live beneath thy smile,
i 'i.'hau #lmmgod.dess of my native isle!
: « But he that loves fair Liberty must be
Virtue's sworn friend : the vicious is 2 slave
: Mlﬂrm a tyrant, nor can e'er be free.
: ~ Of old her wooers were, like Brutus, brave ;
 Like Marvell, incorrupt ; Milton, like thee!
LA recreant race wooes now, and digs her gt
their leader, whose high-lineaged )i\'w
, vile pimp, and caters for the stews:
a's altar ere [ place strange fire,
arm withered from its ghoulder-blade

distinetion — that whilst it Testrains, it elevates vo
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But the cause of public freedom in New South Wales,
aswell as in all the other Australian colonies, has got into
very different hands now — into those of intelligent, vir-
tuous, energetic, and, in many instances, thoroughly Chris-
tian men, that is, men, who, like Cromwell’s troopers, fear
God and nothing else —men, in short, who are deter-
mined that, as far as they are concerned, this grand out-
rage upon the sacred rights of Britons, as well as on
the common sense of mankind, % Government of the colo-
nies by Downing-Street,” shall come to an end. And
although it may suit Mr. Wentworth, who is now a Go-
vernment man, and thinks even a twenty pound franchise
too low for the people, to stigmatize these men with the
nick-names of communists and socialists—a class of people
with whom they have nothing in common — he knows
right well that a spirit has now been conjured up in the
colonies which ean never be laid, till the country obtains
its entire freedom and independence.

Secrion IL. —WoxperFuL INcrEAsE ofF EMIGRATION TOo Aus-
TRALIA AMoNG THE HumBLER AND WorkiNG CLASSES OF THE
Uxrrep Kingpon.

I have already observed, that although the waste lands
of the present Australian colonies would be under the
exclusive control of the National Parliament, in the
event of the arrangement I have recommended being ac-
ceded to by Her Majesty’s Government, the revenue
arvising from the sales of such lands in each province,

Yea, were I lord of great Apallo’s Iyre,
I'd sooner rend its chords, than e’er degrade
Its sweet seraphic music to inspire i
One vieious thought ! When built on vice, fair maid,
Thy temple’s base is quick-sand : on the rock
Of virtue reaved, it braves the whirlwind's shoek 1

Diary of an Qfficer in the East.
¥ 2
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sideration of getting an equivalent in land ip Austry
such payment would virtually be an addition to . H
able fund, and eould easily be placed to the crediy of ;I;‘;
provinee. _ -

I would not propose that these provincial agents shoulq

have anything to do with the shipping of the emiyyg,.
They would only have to report their selection t, 5,
Commissioners of Emigration, who would make the yq,;.
site arrangements for their® passage out, as at 1]1‘_."H'L
But the agents would be personally responsible to tle pra.
vineial authorities, for the sort of people they should .
spectively send out, and for the amount of benefit |
the respective provinces would derive from their servire,
Their characters would therefore be at stake in the ma.
ter, and the best interests of the respective provie:
“would be greatly promoted.

Tnder such efficient machinery, there would very som
be a vast amount of emigration of the very best descrip-
tion from the United Kingdom to the Australian pro.
'vinces; and a large portion of the mighty stream of po-
Wﬁn, that is annmally directed to the United Slates
would forthwith be directed to Australia. It is nol be
cause emigrants of the humbler classes (with the ceep
 tion, perhaps, of the lower Irish) prefer America, that they

go thither; but because the cost of passage is much less

than to Australia, and because nobody cares for them, o
 assists them to go elsewhere. But if such machine as
“have deseribed were in operation, and if an interestic
1 in the humbler emigrants by the respective provin-
‘agents, and assistance afforded them for their pas
 there can be no question but that a large proportith
present British emigration to the United Stals
once change its direction for the golden lan®s

, I need searcely add that Great Dritall
material benefit from such a change
 stream of emigration setting out from 1¢
Australia, from the much better mark!

of di-
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which the same amount of population in the latter country
affords for her produce and manufactures.®

Under the present system, there is no provision made
for equalising the demand and supply in the matter of
immigration, over extensive tracts of the colonial territory ;
<o that, while labour is comparatively plentiful and mode-
rately priced in one district, it is often scarcely procurable
at all, or if so, only at exorbitant rates in another. This
evil has been felt very seriously of late in Cooksland, or
the Moreton Bay country ; where the increase of all de-
scriptions of stock has of late years been quite unprece-
dented. This increase necessarily creates a great demand
for pastoral labour, to tend the rapidly increasing flocks
and herds. But although there has been a pretty large
amount realised from the sale of waste land and town
allotments in this district, there has been no free emigra-
tion directed to it of late, because it has been the policy

* There is nothing more remarkable than the extreme ignorancé
that prevailed even among men of the highest intelligence otherwise,
about the middle of last century, on the subject of emigration. They
deprecated it as a mnational calamity, and one of Dean Tucker's
arguments in favour of a peaceful separation of Great Britain and
her American colonies was the hope he entertained that emigration
to America would thereby cease.

“ Granting,” he observes, “that emigrations are bad things in all
respects— granting that they tend to diminish the number of your
sailors, as well as of your manufacturers, yet how can you prevent
this evil? And what remedy do you propose for curing the people
of that madness which has seized them for emigration ? I answer :
Even the remedy which hath been so often, and all along proposed,
A Total Separation from North America. For most certain it is
that, as soon as such a separation shall take place, a residence in
the colonies will be no longer a desirable situation. Nay, it is much
more probable that many of those who are already settled there,
will wish to fly away, than that others should covet to go to them.
# * * [Inder such circumstances, there is no reason to fear that
many of our people will flock to North America.” — Dean Tucker's
Humble Address, recommending Separation from America, p. 68.
Gloucester, 1776,

N 4
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of Downing-street, and consequently of the |
vernment, to force the transportation systen, upon
distriet, to which a large majority of the im,;mi‘-ﬂ.:
are decidedly averse. In these circumstances, the "I_‘I'
prietors of stock have been virtually comp(-l]ml. to hJI;I‘.:
to a somewhat singular expedient — the impm-r:m...““f
whole ship-loads of labourers from China, chicqy 1,
the cities of Amoy and Shanghae. Each of these ( |, I
Jabourers eosts the importer 13/, for his passage t, \‘
tralia; and as there had been about a thousand (Jjy,.
imported into Moreton Bay alone, besides those imm.m..
into other parts of the colony, before T (_-unm-;.;j..-{
England, that district had actually contributed not |
than 18,000/ for the importation of foreigners rln‘u._@ A-:
ruinous poliey of the Colonial Office. ‘
Every person, who has the slightest regard for the 1e)
welfare and advancement of the country, regrets ang
reprobates this importation exceedingly.u ko Chines
labourers are a miserable-looking people, many of then
it is believed, having been conviets in their own countr
— entirely ignorant, of course, of onr language and 1o
— andallmales! Butwhen it is considered that the s
expenditure would have carried out to the Moreton Day
country a thousand of our own suffering countrymen, o
the semi-pastoral population of the Highlands and islands
of Seotland — the very description of people that ar
needed in the pastoral country of Moreton Bay —on
cannot help feeling deeply indignant at the manne
which the best and dearest interests of both countries 2
thus compromised and sacrificed through official inca
city, Had the management of the Land Fund hecn
the hands of a National Government, in the way I pi0-
pose, thEre would have been the utmost facility in 7¢50°
lﬂﬁﬂﬁ the demand and supply of labour for the Maoreton
Bay ﬂ!m'wt from the very first; as Government, cveil &
Aﬂm_mn always obtain any amount of money at ?
reasonable interest on debentures, secured on the Lant

Ocal 3.
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Fund, while the provincial agent at home could have

selected, and sent out through the Emigration Commis-
sioners, the precise number and description of people re-
quired in the district. When I left the colony several
thousand Chinese emigrants were expected to fill the
places that, under a better system, would have bee‘:n gladl‘y
filled by our own countrymen from home. Besides, this
Chinese immigration — disguise it as its advocates may —
is merely a peculiar form of slavery! It is introducing
into the country an inferior and abject race ; and there are
other evils attending it which I cannot venture to mention.*

* At an out-station in Moreton Bay, where a number of Chinese
immigrants were employed as shepherds, stockmen, and general
labourers, one of their number, conceiving himself injured in some
way by the overseer, made a rush at him with a spade, and would
probably have killed him, had the overseer not had a musket at
hand, which he presented at the infuriated creature and shot him
dead. Knowing the character of the men he had to deal with, and
that they would make no allowance for justifiable homicide, the
overseer immediately fled for his life to the head-station, and placed
himself under the protection of the superintendent. But he had
scarcely reached that station, and been placed under covert, when
the whole of the Chinamen, from the station at which the man was
killed, came up in full foree, brandishing a sort of clasp knife which
they wear, and surrounding the house, demanded that the overseer
shonld be given up to them that they might dispateh him imme-
diately. This the superintendent refused to do, endeavouring to
explain to them, as well as he could, that the man would be tried
and would forfeit his life, if found guilty. But nothing would
satisfy them, till after surronnding the house for hours, they at
length departed, but returned a second time. In the meantime,
however, the superintendent had enabled the overseer to effect his
escape. He was tried in due course, and, I need scarcely add, was
acquitted. One of the Chinese, however, who had been brought up
as a witness in the case, hanged himself in prison, simply from not
understanding the object of his detention ; for, it seems, it i§ ‘Doing
of justice in China to consider the person who is fonnd nearest a
dead body as the murderer, and to treat him according[‘jﬂ.:-..skch
then, is another of the results of Downing Street colonization, :

N5 R
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Sporion TIL — REABIBATION' OF ALL THE OTHER Ly,
' MA
Opagers oF COLONIZATION, I

When the first Bfthe four I(‘gitil]l:ll(_‘ (11111_\(-“ of col i
: . G un
zation has been seeured in any instance by a coloni,

country, in providing an eligible outlet for its rl‘1|mni|;:

population, all the other three legitimate objects of o,

nization will also be attained in a greater ov lesser degp,
according to the capabilities of the country coloniz .ll_ the

variety and value of its productions, and the industry g

crgy"sﬂh inhabitants: in other words, a market of ,

constantly improving character will be created for o,
pﬁim‘hue and consumption of the manufactured goads of
fhe mother-country ; a field of, perhaps, boundless exten
will be opened up for the growt]t of the raw produce 1
wm these manufactures, as well as of other valuabl
goods and produce, and the trade of the mother-couny
will in the mean time be progressively and indefinitel;
extended.
I have already noticed the impulse which the aftain-
ment of freedom and independence would give to emigi-
tion to Australiay but as the actual inhabitants of th
country consume annually British goods and manufucture
to the extent of about 7/ 10s. per head of the « itire
i Wﬂ. it fd;ilbws @8 a mecessary cousequence that a
greatly inereéased emigration to that country will vive:
m’md impulse to the manufacturing industy
the MMMtry, and afford more extensive enr
yment, and a higher rate of remuneration to the ma-
and the operative — it will make trade Drisk
manufactures,
thhich the eolonists are enabled to consuil
mount of British manufactured goods 18 by
8ein the colonies, to be given n
@ goods, and to be worked up 1 Uy
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manufactures of the mother-country or otherwise con-
sumed. Thus the vessel in which I am now writing is
conveying to England a cargo of Australian produce
which, it is expected, will be worth in the London market
about 124,0007 ; consisting of wool, tallow, hides, horns
and hoofs, preserved meat, timber, wine, and gold. Now
all this variety of valuable produce is to pay for British
goods that have either been sent out already or are yet
to be sent out in return. And if the number of the inha-
bitants of Australia were only increased twenty-fold, as
they would doubtless be very shortly, if the country
attained its freedom and independence, the variety and
value of these productions would only be proportionally
increased.

Now it is in this mutual interchange of products and
good offices, and not in any domination that Great Britain
exercises over us, that the real value of the Australian
colonies to the mother-country consists; and whatever
would promote and augment this interchange (as the
freedom and independence of these colonies would un-
questionably do to an indefinite extent) would only
render Australia the more valuable to Great Britain,
whether dependent or not.

Of what possible benefit, for instance, can it be to the
people of England, that we, the people of Australia,—the
growers of wool for the manufactures of Leeds, aud the
diggers of gold for the Bank of England, — should have
some rotten limb of the British aristocracy, a man per-
haps like the present apology for a ruler, without either
head or heart, to rule over us, instead of a man of our
own choice, such as the urgent necessities of the colony
demand in the present emergency—a man and no mistake?
And of what benefit can it be to us, the wool growers
and gold-diggers of Australia, to have the worst possible
example set us in the sacred name of Her Mqih’ﬁy'the
Queen, and to be obliged to pay for it too at the rate of

50001 a year besides pickings? This unreasonable amount
N 6
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ay by Act of P.'u‘limnm.[,,__ml P
the same sort of right as that v |‘|iqi_‘l
own formula of the Bighy, .].
For I challenge all ang Sln:h.\, ;l‘.‘
hat other right such ay i\t'L“{-n;:
of might, the right of force, fh,
If we colonists have a yig)
wil and ears for instance — o have
ey 3 and no power or Parliayey
vight to touch or appropriate |y
pmission.  The best paid goven,
rnor of the State of Louisiang, iy,
n to govern than that of New Soy,
of only 15007 a year. Now the very
eould be got for that amount, and
the honour and distinetion, if we Iy
ehoose him ; and the difference in the
income, as compared with the present
| énable us to give salaries of 507 a year
sehoolmasters in the thinly peopled
pior] It is these enormitics that e
J:Ty--Acts of Parliament and Rescripts
that keep us down as colonists, and
half so valuable to the mother-
otherwise be. It is these acts of
 that compel us to leave our youlh
educated, our roads and bridges
ants of our pmaplc in a hundred
led to and unsupplied.

to say which of the two parties,
money of the colonies and applies 110
without giving them in exchange any
p 18 searcely worth while to argic whe-
& Declaratory Act of 1778, 1t1 nele
justice, and will be submitted to &
B EeRRatully ; but not one MO

y long

i
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s, has suffered the most
hitherto characterized
‘Great Britain — that

THE GOLDED

the mother-country or tl
under the monstro v

the government o "
system which for ¢ d & half has sacrificed
more or less all the ibjects of eolonization for
the gratification of ed lust of empire, unwar-
ranted by t , laws of God, and trampling under foot the
rights of men — and it is one of the most gratifying signs

of the times that the true relation of a colony to its
mother-country is beginning to be understood in influ-
ential quarters, and that the way in which alone such
dependencies can ever be valuable to the Parent ﬁtate is
beginning to be fully appreciated. Is it a secret to
you,” asks the celebrated Jeremy Bentham, in his famous
Address to the French Convention of 1793, raeommendigg
them to emancipate their colonies, *Is it a secret to you
any wore than to ourselves, that our colonies cost us
much, that they yield us nothing — that our government
makes us pay them for suffering it to govern them — and
that all the use or purpose of this compact is to make
places, and wars that breed more places ? " * L
« With respect to Canada,” observes the late Sir Henry
Parnell,— ¢ With respect to Canada (including our other
possessions on the continent of North America) no case
can be made out to show that we should not have every
commereial advantage we ave supposed now to have, if it~ *
were made an independent state. Neither our manufac-
tures, foreign commerce, nor shipping, would be injured
by such a measure. On the other hand, what has th
nation lost by Canada? Fifty or sixty millions hay
already been expended ; the annual charge on the
Treasury is now full 600,000Z. a year ; and we |
the Second Report of the Committee of Fi
plan of fortifying Canada has been for two or
in progress, which is to cost 8,000,000,
- * Emancipate your Colonies.  Jevemy '
t Linancial Reform. By t
Dundee, Vel
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« A country,” says MeCulloch, “which founds 5 Bl
on the liberal prin-cipl’& of allowing it to trade frec]y \\}HI
all the world, necessarily possesses considerable aq \-;[,l,” :
in its markets from identity of language, religion, (‘u\m:,:
%e. These are natural and legitimate sources of preferen ;
of which it eannot be deprived ; and these, combined v, ith
equal or greater eheapness of the products suitaple g,
the colonial markets, will give its merchants the complet
command of them.”*

«{Under the present system of management,” obsery
the celebrated Dr. Adam Smith, © Great Britain depjy,
nothing but loss from the dominion which she assupe
over her colonies.

%o propose that Great Britain should voluntarily giy
up all aﬁthm'ity over her eolonies, and leave them to elee
their own magistrates, to enact their own laws, and

Make peace and war as they might think proper, would
be to propose such a measure as never was, and never
will be adopted, by any nation in the world. No natio
ever voluntarily gave up the dominion of any provin,
how troublesome soever it might be to govern if, and
Tow small soever the revenue which it afforded might b
in proportion to the expense which it occasioned. Sucl
sacrifices, though they might frequently be agreeable «
the interest, are always mortifying to the pride of every
nation. * * * The most visionary enthusiast woul
scarce be capable of proposing such a measure, ¥ ith any
serious hopes at least of its ever being adoptel If it
was adopted, however, Great Britain would not only b
lediately freed from the whole annual expense of th
establishment of the colonies, but might s ttle witl
such a treaty of commerce as would ¢ff eetually sectrt
(fiee trade, more advantageous to the greal 0
ole, though less so to the merchants, than th

Statisticsl Account of the British Enpre ™
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monopoly which she at present enjoys. By thus parting
good friends, the natural affection of the colonies to the
mother-country, which, perhaps, our late dissensions have
well nigh extinguished, would quickly revive. It might
dispose them not only to respect, for whole centuries
together, that treaty of commerce which they had con-
cluded with us at parting, but to favour us in war as well
as in trade, and, instead of turbulent and factious subjects,
to become our most faithful, affectionate, and generous
allies ; and the same sort of parental affection on the one
side, and filial respect on the other, might revive between
Great Britain and her colonies, which used to subsist
between ancient Greece and the mother-city from which
they descended.” *

But the world has been making great advances since
the days of Adam Smith; for even while these pages are
passing through the press, I observe the following gene-
rous and enlightened sentiment in an article on Australia,
in the leading journal of Europe: —

«The people of England have long ago renounced any
wish to retain by force of arms remote seftlements, in-
habited by people of our own race, in unwilling and com-
pulsory subjection. Henceforth the bond of union which
unites Britain to her colonies must be free.” +

There are still, indeed, individuals, both in our own
and in the other mother-countries of Europe, who cling
to the old fallacy of empire, and regard either the actual
or the possible loss of dominion over distant colonies as
an event in the highest degree to be deprecated and
deplored. M. de Chateaubriand, for instance, in his
“Travels in North America,” laments over the loss of
the French empire in that country with the most piteous
ululations. But another Frenchman, of less brilliancy of
genius indeed, but of far keener discernment in matters

* Wealth of Nations, vol. iil. e. 7. '
1 Times, July 30, 1852, doho I

g

e = .



280 FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR

of every-day life, passes a very different judgment o ¢
event, in regard to its real bearings on the mateyiy) :It
terests and social welfare of France. L%

«Jt is high time,” says M. Say, the eminent Fy,,
political economist, who wrote much about the g,
period as M. de Chateaubriand, “to drop our absuyq ] _
mentations for the loss of our colonies, considered g ‘“
source of national prosperity. For, in the first plog.
France now enjoys @ greater degree of prosperity tly,
while she retained her colonies : witness the i-“(ﬂ'[“\l\(; of
her population. Before the Revolution, her revenues
could maintain but twenty-five millions of people; the
now (1819) support thirty millions. In the second place,
the first principles of political economy will teach us, thas
the loss of ecolonies by no means implies a loss of the irad.
with them. With what did France buy colonial pr.
ducts before? With her own domestic products, to be
cure. Has she not continued to buy them since in the
same way, though sometimes of a neutral, or even of
enemy ? * \

And again: —

&The ancients, by their system of colonization, mal
themselves friends all over the known world ; the moderns
have sought to make subjects, and therefore have madle ene-
mies. Governors, deputed by the mother-country, feel not
the slightest interest in the diffusion of happiness and real
swealth amongst a people, with whom they do not propo
to spend their lives, to sink into privacy and retiremeit
or to conciliate popularity. They know their consider-
ation in the mother-country will depend upon the fortunt
‘they return with, not upon their behaviour in office. Add
1o this the large discretionary power, that must unavoid-
!ﬂfhﬁ vested in the deputed rulers of distant possessions
and there will be every ingredient towards the comosition
of a M detestable government.*

% ML Say, Political Economy. Paris, 182U
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Many thanks, M. Say, for the correct definition you
have given us of colonial government ; for I have no hesi-
tation in acknowledging it as the general result of my own
experience and observation for mearly thirty years past,
that the British government of the Australian colonies
has, in comparison with what the government of such
communities ought to have been in the present age of free
institutions and general enlightenment, been, during the
whole of that period, “ detestable government "’ —suicidal
for Great Britain herself as a great manufacturing and
commercial country, with a redundant but peculiarly
energetic population, and ruinous for the best interests of
the colonies, both morally and materially, in an endless
variety of ways.

All the great names in the literature, both of our own
and of foreign countries, are decidedly in favour of the
entire freedom and independence of colonies as the best
possible condition both for the mother-country and for
the dependency. I have already enumerated Grotius,
Heeren, Milton, Franklin, Dr. Adam Smith, Mr. Lewis,
M. Say, and Jeremy Bentham. I may add Turgot,
Talleyrand, Storch, Chardozo, Dr. Thomas Cooper, of
America, Malthus, Brougham, Huskisson, Baring, Ri-
cardo, Torrens, Senior, and last, but not least, the eminent
political writer, Mr. James Mill. These distinguished
men are unanimously of opinion that dominion over colo-
nies is of no real use to a mother-country in increasing its
commercial prosperity, and that its actual and never-fail-
ing tendency is to produce or to perpetuate bad govern=
ment for the colonies.

-« A word of recapitulation,” says Jeremy Bentham to
the French Convention, in summing up his argument,
which is equally applicable to the case of Great Britain
and her Australian colonies, “and I have done — you
will, I say, give up your colonies — because you have no
right to govern them; because they had rather not be
governed by you; because it is against their interest to
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be governed by you ; because you get nothine Bt o
ing them; because you can’'t keep them ; :R.;'..‘.‘H\I‘I r
expense of trying to keep them would he ruinous .‘L;I\;l
your Constitution would suffer by your k(‘{‘]li]]’fr‘hr;::!
because your prineiples forbid your keeping tl,:m‘w
because you would do good to all the ws'n-l;i 1
with them.*

There are three articles of agricultural produce, ady;»
ably adapted to the climate and soil of Australiy, ;:‘;J‘]“nrlh
which there is a eonstant demand at a renn_un‘r:uiu-; o

5 ]‘]'il

to the ggrieu-lturist in the British market, of which
production would be increased to an unlimited (-w-;.: 1
the event of the Australian colonies attaining theiy ‘i'r: ‘
dom and independence ; while the production of 11.‘.;
articles for the home market would increase the trade oy
wealth both of the mother-country and of Australia 1 \
degree scarcely conceivable, :
The first of these articles of Australian produce is wine.
The eultivation of the vine is now pursued as a branch of
colonial industry to a considerable extent; and in thos
parts of the country that are of trap formation, as in the
distriet of Hunter’s River, the produce is so remarkably
abundant that my brother, Mr, Andrew Lang, J. P. o
Dunmore, Hunter’'s River, has actually had 1800 gallon:
of wine, and a ton of fruit besides from a single acre ol
vines, The wine of Australia is a light wine, like thos
of the Rhine or the South of France ; and under the judi
cious superintendence and stimulus of colonial associations
fﬂl' the eultivation of the vine, it is improving in its che-
racter as well as inereasing in its quantity every
; There is no extent to which this branch of culti
amight not be earried with a large population in New Sou!
Wales; and as one of the first considerable exports
wm Wine — 29 casks — has been cffected by the
"Miﬁl?ﬂrhieh I am now writing, there is no doubt tha
bW

thy
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I :
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)Y Parting
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it could be produced in any quantity for the home market
at a considerably cheaper rate than most of the wines of
the continent of Europe.

Another article of Australian produce for which the
soil and climate are admirably adapted is tobacco. The
plant is indigenous in New South Wales, and its produce
is beyond all comparison greater than in the United
States ; for while the usual produce of an acre of tobacco
in the new State of Texas, in precisely the same latitude
as New South Wales, but in the opposite hemisphere, is
usually 700 lbs., a ton to the acre is not an uncommon crop
in New South Wales. This article is grown exelusively by
slave labour, both in the United States and in the other
foreign countries from which it is at present imported
into Great Britain ; but in free and independent Australia
it would be grown to an unlimited extent by a people of
British origin exclusively, and entirely free.

The third article of agricultural produce for which the
soil and climate of Australia are admirably adapted is
cotton. Tt has now been satisfactorily ascertained, chiefly
through experiments originated by myself, that this article
of indispensable necessity for the manufactures of Great
Britain, for the supply of which the United Kingdom is
almost entirely dependent on the United States, can be
grown to any conceivable extent, by means of European
labour, along 500 miles of the Australian coast to the
northward of Sydney; and as water-carriage is available
along this whole line of coast, the facilities for its produc-
tion are extraordinary, while the climate is in the highest
degree salubrious. There is room enough, indeed, on that
coast alone, and a highly eligible field besides, for the em-
ployment of agricultural labour in the produetion of this
article of unlimited demand in the mother-country, for
the whole redundant population of Great Britain for half
a century to come; and as this commodity is grown ex-
clusively by means of slave-labour in America, there is
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reason to believe that it could be importeq into @

Britain from Australia, the produce of Britis, f,,, |, "
exclusively, at so eheap a rate as to drive the g,
produce of the Unmed States out of the market %

c'hl)[._r

=80y

* The ﬁ;ﬂmring-iﬁ the Report of the President of the Chay,
of Commerce at Manchester, on nine samples of Austyy);, an o e
which I brought home with me by way of specimen, fiqy, five .
on the east coast of Australia along a coast line of 350 1l T
preliminary remarks on the subject are from an article in the 1)
News of the 21st July, 1852 : —

“ ﬁoma specimens of cotton grown in Australia have :M i

mitted, by the Rev. Dr. Lang, to the examination of 1[,. Tho ]j
Bazley, President of the Manchester Chamber of C omme s
the opinion of this gentleman, who is acknowledged to he '1]‘ st
mjndge of the qualities of cotton, will be read with great infepeg
as showing that this quarter of the world gives promisc of heconiy,
one of the finest cotton-fields which have yet been discovered iy r|||;
colonies, if not, indeed, in the world. The samples of cotton e
accompanied by the following schedule, giving a brief bi istory of
each description of cotton : —

€1, In the small canvass bag, grown by Dr. Hobbs, of Brishan,
Moreton Bay, in latitude 27 deg., from seed lnbelled © Oyen
superior.” The loeality is on a tide river, about fifteen miles from
the sea.

%2, Small specimen of cotton in the seed, grown at Ipswich, o
the Bremer River, a tributary of the Brisbane, about forty mils
from the sea, in the same latitude.

“EN.B. This specimen deserves particular attention, as it is fhe
only one that affords satisfactory data for estimating the produce
per acre, which, in this instance, was 920 Ib. in the secl.

~ Wwas grown by a Mr. Douglas, of Dunlop, who had no means of
-_ﬂﬂlliﬂx it and who gold it to Mr. Brierley, of Sydney,at ; d.
-’#m’ Ilm sown on the 1st of October, corresponding 1o 0ul
April; it did not come up till the 21st of the month, whe
‘had been some rain; the season afterwards was dry and warm,
drought in no way aﬁected the pldnt:. ; they began to bloom

It

) there

g_nutm England ; and it lasted four mumh- ,1”‘.,
' plants continued blooming and producing i
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" There are twelve tide rivers, all available for steam na-
-yiginion, and all having a large extent of land of the first

?nds till checked by the frost. Estimating the wages of a labourer
at 20 a-year, with liberal rations, the cost of labour, in preparing
the ground and picking the cotton, &e., was 5L, which, even at the
gate at which it was sold, left 41 11s. 8d. as profit on the experi-
'mb, Tt could be grown fo any extent when there is a central
f* plishment on the river for picking it, which could easily be
s the two rivers are traversed in both directions every
d.uy by two steamboats.
3. A small specimen of “ Big Cream” cotton, grown by the
. Gibson, formerly of Jamaica, now of Clarence River, in
de 291 deg. south.
4, Another specimen from Mr. Gibson’s plat in the seed.
Gibson considers it admirably adapted to the soil and climate.
5. Also grown by Mr. Gibson, Clarence River, from different

From Dunmore, Hunter’s River, latitude 32} deg., grown

Lang, Esq., J.P.

‘Small specimen in the seed, from the same river, opposite

own by Mr. Scobie.

'Grown by J. Bucknell, Esq., Patterson’s River —the second

p from the same plants. They stand the winter quite

Mr. Bucknell says the yield is finer and more abundant

d year than the first, The Patterson is a tributary of the
latitude 32} deg.

An additional specimen from Mr. Bucknell’s in the seed.’

following is Mr. Bazley’s answer, as submitted through the

of the Chamber : —

#¢ Chamber of Commerce and Manufactures,

: Manchester, July 15. 1852.

nd Sir,— I have submitted the samples of Australian

t by you to the Chamber yesterday, to the criticism of

ent, Thomas Bazley, Esq., whose knowledge and judg-

 matters are not surpassed by any gentleman connected
e. He has instructed me to make the following

on, according to the numbers adopted in your sche-

Grown by Mr. Hobbs, of Brisbane; excellent cotton,

t condition for the spinner; value 22d, per 1b.

. Grown by Mr. Douglas, of Ipswich ; really beautiful

if perfeetly clean, 2s. per b,
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‘of cotton, on the east con
to the Tropic of (
n degrees of latitude, o nearly
ailes : and I have no Lesitatig, i
ed opinion that if hey Majesty
concede entire freedon ang u
alian colonies, on the highly g,
to Great Britain which | have
s half a million of the redyng,,
n of Great Britain and Iy
I ehildren, might be settled fo, ¢,
along these rivers, within a very foy
costing her Majesty's Governmen

St of
apricop .

1 )

,m 'hyﬁu Rev. Mr. Gibson, ““ Big Crean ;" vy
not well got up; worth 21d. per Ib.

¥n by the same : very excellent, and in good oy
per 1b.

1 b

Dby the same: excellent cotton ; worth 22/

‘Lang, Esq.: short-stapled cotton, of the
53d. per Ib.
by M. Scobie: good cotfon; worth 20

" Bucknell, Esq.: good and useful cotton,
elass ; now worth 18d. per Ib.

me: like the preceding; worth 17

to assure you, that in the preceding

 been careful to keep within the Lt
of their worth would Lave led hin®

xeels

opinion that such supevior and ¢
have been rarely seen in Man
tably prove the capability of Au
‘beautiful cotton, adapted to the En
e from 6d. to 2s. 6d. per Ib.
’h,_ your most obedient Hl‘l'\. ant, b
L ¢ Trros, Boormuaxy, Secietdf
B,
hester.’

GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA. 287

Our Land Fund, properly managed,
the whole expense. The effect of such an
he pauperism and erime of the United
endently of its results to the cotton-spin-
chester and Glasgow, would be salutary in the
It would certainly not permanently di-
e population; but it would greatly im-
nstances and condition of those who should

obable effects of such an emigration, for
on the commercial relations of the mother-
msive production of cotton in Australia,—
fident is destined to bring far more wealth
than all its mines, — would at once put
ent dependence of Great Britain on the
r the raw produce for her national manu-
‘as it is now no longer a matter of doubt
v cotton of superior quality for the
, at a cheaper rate than the same quality
by the American slaveholder, we should
ompel the latter to break every yoke, and
L go free.t

the Hawkesbury, the Hunter, the Manning,
y, the Clarence, the Richmond, the Tweed,
the Wide Bay, the Boyne; besides seve-

The Hawkesbury has been long settled
n of small farmers, who grow wheat and
On the Hunter, there is much capital
d in the cunltivation of the vine and of
not be desirable to interfere with ; but all
- and remarkably adapted for cotton cul-

country in Christendom that ‘has a
ining things as they are, as far as we are
Gﬁm Britain from conceding :
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The much greater distance of Australia fron, ), Eurg
pean market, is commonly I'Egard.ecl as an in:sumu;mn:.i,t;
obstacle to our suceess in competing with the Americgy,
but it is really no obstacle at all. The vessel iy which !
am now writing is actually carrying hore nearly 9
bales of Ausmﬁnﬂ WOOL at a ’la{fj}ﬁ’!?ly a ]?mrmf’. whil
the usual freight of eotton (which can be packed 5,
more closely without hurting the fibre), from New (11,
to Liverpool, is three farthings a pound. But even sup-
Pogiﬂg:ﬂ‘]ﬂf.ﬁ"ﬂigm of Australian cotton to be a penny
pound, which it is not likely to exceed, what is
amount on the value of an article worth from one to 1y,
-sb%gg.-a, pound ? We compete successfully with all |,

~ world in wool, notwithstanding the distante. Why, the,
should we not compete successfully with the America
‘in cotton ?
But brilliant as this prospeet is for Great Dritain, a
~ especially for the manufacturing interests of the Unitd
" Kingdom, I confess I despair of anything of the kind being
 ever realised till we obtain our entire freedom and inde-
-_'_?%f?@an&ence, and are fairly rid of the éncubus of the Colo-
~ nial Office for ever.

“ Now's the day, and now’s the hour,”

'ﬁ)!‘.fhs; settlement of this great national question — it
‘be too late to-morrow.

1 Akl 4

¢ obtain our frndmn and independence, do a serious injury ©
: in several most important respects. b
should direct a large portion of the stream of vml.'-'"i“]'" .
M leﬁ so strongly to the United States, to the land o
and Gold in the Southern Hemisphere. .
houlc certainly be able to undersell the Americar ok
tions of cotton in the Liverpool and Mancie
am « ent also that

jeculia!
thereby give such a deadly blow to the

. THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA, 289

[V.— ANNEXATION, AND ITS PROBABLE PRoGRESS,

a National Government established for the
inces of Australia, in the way I have proposed,
ss which is technically called annevation would
hood proceed as rapidly in that country as it is
n the United States, and in a far less excep-
. I am confident, at all events, that three
not elapse, from the period of its establish-
the mother-country would be earnestly peti-
e co]ony of New Zealand for permission to
t of the great Australian Union, as an eighth
e — of course, on precisely the same conditions as
and no hostile tariff, as the provinces of
r the benefits of a Local Government for all
ters on the spot, and the head-quarters of a
rnment for all higher matters within a week’s
able — especially to any colony that has
 enough to experience the enormous evils of
And I am equally confident, that so
Great Britain would rise exceedingly in
' the whole ecivilized world, from adopting
ommend. Her colonies would then be an
enefit, instead of being a burden, as they
been, to the nation; and she would then be
the most devoted attachment on the part
lonists, instead of being, as she is now,
dissatisfaction and constantly increasing

ernment in Eastern Australia would
t, make immediate and energetic ar-
ceupation and settlement of the great
inea, immediately to the northward of

(4] '

it
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West India islands together, could scarcely be coloniy b
any European power, without great expense and loss,
could be colonized with the utmost facility by ¢, v,
tional Government of Eastern Australia, from any gy
ment formed at the head of the Gulf of Carpentaria, |,
is questionable whether the climate. would sustain Ty,
pean life, so as to he fit for the residence of persons bid
families of the industrious classes ; but there are cery,
Christian Malay islands in the Indian Archipelago, of
which a large portion of the redundant population coy)
easﬁy be conveyed to that island, and settled in suitah);
localities along the coast, under the superintendence of
intelligent Europeans, as artisans,. B:gl‘if:llltlil'ist,s) it
Sraders. The valuable nutmeg tree is indigenous in Ney
Guinea, as well as in the Molucca Islands; and its Alyg.
rigines appear to be a decidedly improvable race, as con.
pared with their congeners in Australia. Some of its
ibes are agriculturists in the interior, while others are
ermen and traders on the coast ; and, like certain of the
'ﬁburiginal tribes of the archipelago fa}' to t!]e ws‘.xll\\ '.mL.
'ffléjr construct immense wooden buildings, in whm\.. T‘h
the families of a village live together, each however in it
separate compartment as on board ship, the unmarried
men having a separate house for themselves. :
After being occupied in this way for a time, New Guinea
would ultimately beeome a ninth province of the Austri
lian Union, but without the condition as to emigration,

in the Seven United Provinces. It would prove like

and West Indies to the adventurous ymnth‘ of the
p who would there grow tl‘Opical l)l'miu('tulm by
of Aboriginal, Malayan, or Chinesc labour. o
other provinees might also be formed, as p:n\l;
Australian Union, from the islands nf: the t.‘
S with the island of New Caledonia, WT‘U{
quarters of one of them. And iLlLIIU“{I‘ '._
expedient to divert any portion of the ‘Lil-wi

‘and New Zealand for the promotion
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ion to these provinces from the continent of

pe, I can see no reason why a similar fund arising

the sale of land in the islands of the Western Pa-

nd New Guinea, should not be appropriated for that

When the late German Parliament at Frank-

essed, during its ephemeral existence, to take up

ibject of emigration as a national concern, I caused
hlet which I had written on the capabilities of the
f New Caledonia for the settlement of a European
‘to be translated into German, and published at
for circulation among the members; showing them
y they could form a flourishing German colony
noble island, which I felt confident the British
t would at once sanction their doing. But [
would be much better done by the future
Government of Australia.

word, it is quite in the power of Great Britain,
le Act of Parliament (which, so far from imply-
1 sacrifice on her own part, would be produe-
traordinary and incalculable beuefits to her
 give existence to one of the mightiest Powers
in the Australian seas —a Power that would
ily formidable rival to the United States out of
th a coast-line extending from the South
Dieman’s Land to the Equator (including
f New Guinea), and with whole groups of
Western Pacific looking up to her National
as their common parent and protector, where
e on earth the prospect of so vast a power
to existence, and within so short a period
which this entire ideal might be fully real-
s to me peculiarly desirable for Great
ch a power in these regions bound to
supposed would necessarily be, by the
sidering the vast ambition of our brother
Far West. We are incomparably better

a for commanding the trade of the
02
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‘Eastern Seas, than the Americans are in Californi, and
Oregon territory; and it must evidently be t},e highe

interest of Britain that we should grow and Prosper. Ty,

boundless extension of her own trade, and the happine
myriads of her people, are indissolubly bound up i, il
freedom and independence of Australia. Why then o,
she imperil these mighty and substantial adva ntages fop 5
mere empty and valueless possession — the mere whisge of
aname? Icannotimagine anything either more interesti,,
or more beautiful for the moralist, for the p j-lunt.:mt,, st.
for the Christian man, than the strong and devoted 1.
tachment which would immediately spring up and eve,
afterwards subsist on the part of the whole Austialiy,
people towards Great Britain, if she were only to do s
“this one act of justice —to give us freedom and inde-
pendence.

" Sporion V. — ResvrTs 1o EpvcArioN, MonaLs, AND RELtcioy,

I am strongly of opinion that the freedom and in-
dependence of the Australian provinces would give a
wonderfol impulse to the cause of popular education
throughout these provinees. Hitherto, nothing compa-
ratively has been donme in this matter in the Australian
colonies ; the object of the public functionavies having
umf’ormly been to get as much of the public money @
possible appropriated in the way of salaries, and as i ftle
as possible for anything else. In the new States of Americt
there are uniformly large appropriations of the public
lands made by Congress for general education from the

(first ; and these sehool-lands are placed under able
H ant trustees, who realise the largest possible ré-
inable from them, for the ]]rutmnlm object of
on ; it being the general belief of men of
M public spirit in the United States that

D institutions of the country could 1ot he

: "Mﬁ!ﬂﬂ} ﬂ MWEAB were not generally a well-¢ ducated

85 of
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The proportion set apart for the support of
n in the new states is every 36th allotment ; and
interesting fact, as illustrative of the effect whlch
n institutions have upon a people, in inducing
o support institutions for education, that the state
:hcﬁcul:, having had a portion of waste land in the
' Ohio, as large as the whole state of Connecticut,
o it after the Revolution, in lieu of certain

for territory to the westward which it agreed to
' for the public benefit, nobly resolved to set
whole of this princely domain for the support
ion. It is lamentable, however, to think that
e of public land has ever yet been appropriated
for education; but this is only one of the
ts and blessings of Downing Street colonization,
at I know of the Australian colonies, I am
ﬂ:at liberal appropriations would most willingly
any popular government in Australia for edu-
| kinds in that country — for common schools,
for colleges, and for universities — and
‘ﬁeld would thus be opened up for emigrants
1d ability in all the liberal professions, and
all departments connected with the education
t education should become popular in any
s absolutely necessary that its professors should
and this very desirable consummation can
at by giving them salaries that will place
evel with other respectable men. The
lic academy or high school in the city of
chusetts, receives as high a salary from
governor of the state, *

nd memorable feature in the character of the
d especially of the people of New England,
,in all its branches, was highly honoured
no civil functionary was regarded with more
more distingnished praise, than a diligent
ster,” — Grahame, iii, 345,

o3
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It will scarcely be necessary; after the sketo
felt myself constrained to give of the pre
Government Iouse, Sydney, to inform the readey (. At the
morals of the people would be promoted to g + onderfy]
degree by the achievement of their national fy eedom, Ty,
influence of an immoral and worthless ruler, i lrmnn T
the standard of public morals throughout an entire goy
munity, is incaleulable. Like an iceberg in the o eat
Southern Ocean, it lowers the moral temperature f,,
leagues around.

Besides, the virtual exclusion of the great body of the
people, including even the respectable classes of socie fy,
from all concern in the government of their country,
under the anti-popular institutions to which we are stj|
subjected in the Australian colonies, renders them yogi.
tively indifferent on the subject, and makes them c(m-(-l-n.
trate all their hopes and affections on the grovelling pur-
suit of wealth. It is indispensably necessary for the
moral welfare and advancement of society, that men should
both know and feel that they Zave a country; but it is

~quite impossible that men should do this under the cxist-
ing system.

The glorification of wealth, as the only object worthy of
men's pursuit or ambition, is, as I have already had occa-
sion to observe, the necessary result of our present insti-
tutions ; and although it is therefore rather our misfortun
than our crime, it has necessarily a debasing influence on
the entire community. The circumstance of the late
General Harrison, President of the United States, living
in his own log-cabin, on the great bend of the Obio
river —or of the late President Polk dying worth only
25,000 dollars, that is, only about 5,000L — reminds us of
the glorious days of old Rome, and of the veal and not
w contempt of riches for which her heroic people
wagzw mrknble-

0 ®Privatns {llis census erat brevis H
; - Commune magnum.”

hes 11 hay,

Sent inmages of
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&
- salaries of their public functionaries, and the

of private individuals, were then comparatively

but the wealth and power of the state were pro-

bly great.”* The creed of the Mussulman is,

is no God but Allah, and Mahomet is his Pro-
but the creed which is virtually taught by owur
institutions is, * There is no God but Mammon,
are all his worshipers.”

qually confident that the triumphs of Christianity,
est forms, would be rapid, signal, and exten-
the flag of entire freedom and national inde-
in Australia. The present Australian colonial
upporting all forms of religion equally from
- of the state, is essentially latitudinarian and
ts character, and therefore necessarily irreli-
emoralising in its tendency. It would never
d to subsist under the reign of freedom and in-
. There would then be a fair field for all, and
ﬂm' any; and as the truth is great, it‘ would

entatus, having been presented by the Roman people
land, on account of the great ability and bravery
in gaining a victory over Pyrrhus, king of Epirus,
also been honoured with a triumph, declined
which he thought too great, and was content with
0 allotment of seven acres. — Columella, i. 3. (I
Iﬂﬂd for this illustration to Niebuhr, but I have
_the reference.) I wonder what this honest old
thought of our Mr. Wentworth— a patriot, like
from the late governor of New South Wales,
his right to the whole of the Middle Tsland of
the notorious pretext of his having purchased it,
the natives! It is impossible, in the nature
e patriotism can co-exist in the same breast
d; and, therefore, it was one of the most
world for Mr. Wentworth to turn his coat and
man, as he did, and vote for the infamouns
ved half the inhabitants of his native land
of the general representation,

o4

,
1

e S



w ately prevail. At the same time it is one of ()
foundest mysteries in the hit{tory of man, as I haye Noticg
elsewhere, that the progressive landing of 50,00/ Britisy
eriminals on the shores of Australia should havye 1,¢,, By
first in that series of events which is evidently destineq, ;,;
the counsels of Eternity, to issue in the OcCcupation apg
settlement, the civilization and christianization of , large
.purt.i-on of the southern hemisphere. It reminds ys, all
events, that God's thoughts are not our thoughis, .y,
are our W-H‘ik-w&y&- For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are His ways higher than oy ways,
and His thoughts than our thoughis.*
~ Australia is at this moment one of the most important

centres of moral and Christian influence on the faep of

* the globe. It possesses this character in a degree incon.
“parably higher than the United States of America. Tpe
Mﬁy millions of the Mahometan and Pagan inhabitayts
of the Indian Archipelago, whom Christian Europe Las

~ left almost entirely uncared for these three centurics, vil
%& brought within a few days’ sail of our first settlement
on the Gulf of Carpentaria. New Guinea, one of the
Jargest islands in the world, is at our door; and the mul-
quf the isles of the Western Pacific are close upon
our eastern coast, while China looms in the distance from
the northern extremity of the land. There is clearly,
therefore, no part of the habitable globe on which it is of

more importance at this moment to plant a thoroughly

C an people than the shores of Australia. The Cluis-

lian settlement formed, through my own instrumentality,

;matm Bay, sufficiently shows how much may be

hed in this way, with very limited means, and

' every discouragement on the part of 2

¢ heartless, blind, and unprincipled Government.

‘ ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂ.,ﬂ of people of the same class and cha-

| there would be no diffienlty in finding them
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ralia would have a moral machinery to bring to
on the heathenism of the earth, unsurpassed by
any other Christian country of equal population
orld. I confess I entertain the highest hopes of
d country in this important particular. I he-
lestined, in the counsels of Infinite ‘Wisdom, to
of one of the first of the Christian nations of
and that while #he number of its Christian
yet be as the sand of the sea which cannot be
numbered, it shall come to pass that in the
it was said unto them, Ye are not my people,
be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living

* Hosea, i. 10.
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CHAP. V.

AN APOLOGY FOR PENAL COLONIES IFOR GREAT BRITAIN,

SecTioN I. — CAUSES OF THE LARGE AND CONSTANTLY INCREASING
AmovNT oF CRIME IN THE UniTED Kinaponr,

I mave already had oceasion to contrast the social sys.
tem of the ancient commonwealth of Israel, in the article
of the distribution of property in land, with that of the
United Kingdom at the present day. In the nation of
Israel, when originally constituted, there were 601,730
proprietors of land, each holding an equal extent, out of
an entire population of about three millions, that is one
for every five: and there was a provision bt’..sidt'.ﬂ, in the
Constitutional Code of the country, to the effect that any
person who had lost his landed property in the interval—
no matter from what canse — should return into the pos-
session of his family every fiftieth year.

The object of this peculiar political institution was un-
questionably to preserve as much as possible a .(:muhmln
of equality in the distribution and possession of rh_o 1"“::[
property of the country, as being the most conducive, ,”{
the eye of the legislator, to the moral welfare and socia
happiness of the people. This object, and the reason on
which the peculiar political institution to \\'hmh‘_[ have
u&rred was based, are clearly stated by that ancient FI}IE
able politician, Agur, the son of Juakeh, in his ]_)L‘E}lllllli!
prayer, Remove fur from me vanity and lies: Ir;u'{:_rﬂ:;
neither ﬁmn:y nor riches ; feed me with food m?jlu'r it ,;‘
Jor me: Lest 1 be full, and deny thee, and say, Who a.\-.z‘-u
Lord ? or LesT 1 BE POOR AND STEAL, AND TAKE T7E
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oF MY GoD 1IN varn* ‘Passing over the other
nd political aspects of this ancient record of cop-
political wisdom, it is here laid down as a fixed
blished maxim of soejal polity, “that a condition
rty leads directly to dishonesty and theft, 1o irrelj-
to all manner of crime.” I find precisely the
put forth by that able but eccentric political
late William Cobbett, in the following ener-
nguage :—* Poverty and migery have always heen,
s must he, the prolific parents of crime.”
m was a social system of God’s planning and
1: let us now sce one of man’s under our own
happy constitution in Church and State.
herefore, to Mr. D’Israeli, we have consi-
250,000 proprietors of land in all Great
Ireland, for a population of twenty-eight mil-
one in every hundred and twelve of the
lion ; while the land, so held by this mere
prietors, is in all manner of unequal pro-
1 whole counties down to mere potato gar-
so far are we from having anything equi-
utiful Jubilee institution of the ancient
ﬁtm we from having laws to equalize
of real property after periodical intervals
se and object of our legislation for cen-
to accumulate landed property in the
ly few individuals, and to depress
st of the rest of the community to
ed condition. That grand iniquity,
al system, has left us, as a sacred
imogeniture and entail, to depress
es of the people.
o have it supposed that I had any
d a substitution of the political
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institutions of Moses for those of the Uniteq Kingdop,
or to hint at the propriety of a redistributioy of the
landed property of the country, on the principle of
Hebrew Jubilee. I have nothing in common with M.
Prudhomme and the French Communists, noy g
with them the monstrous and dangerous doc
“Property is robbery."* All T mean to assert i, that 4
right prineiple for the organization of a socia| system
must be equally applicable to s and to (he ancient
Hebrews, and that a wrong one will be productive of
precisely the same effect in both cases. And if every
tree is to be known by its fruits, it is at least questionable
whether the tree of our own glorious and happy consti-
tution should be classified under the category of good
trees, or under that of bad ones; for it cannot be denied
that it produces a fearful, and a constantly increasing,
amount of poverty, and misery, and crime,

ol hold
trine that

SEeTIoN I — NATIONAL SAFETY-VALVE PROVIDED Tor THE
REMEDY OF THIS FUNDAMENTAL DEFECT IN 0UR SOCIAL SySTEY.

But Divine Providence has beneficently furnished the
British nation with a safety-valve, so to speak, for the
periodical escape of much of this peecant math‘:r—.t!n!
product of our peculiar social system — and for turning
it to the best possible account. It has given Great ]3ripun
a colonial empire of vast extent, comprising every variety
of soil and climate, fit for the settlement and suslmmnlf‘ﬂ
of European life, It has given her facilities for coloniz-
ation, such as no country in the world ever possesst d
before. And it has called her, as if by an audible voice
from heaven, to fulfil her proper mission — the highest
and holiest mission ever assigned to any nation upon
earth — to extend, by means of her enterprising and ener-

* Propriété c'est le vol.— Prudhomme.
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her noble language, her equitable laws, jep
utions, and her Protestant religion, over a vast
e habitable surface of the globe. And what
en doing all the while — with these glorious
ore us, and this mighty machinery of means
mand ? Why, like unskilful engineers as we
far two centuries past, been placing that
d, the Colonial Office, upon the national
colonization, to prevent the waste steam
till we have all but burst the hoilers, and
noblest ship that ever sailed the seas.

No Meaxns or PERMANENTLY DISPOSING OF THE
SING CRIMINAL PoPuLaTiON OF THE Brrtism

tances there is no possible means of
ing of the constantly increasing crimi-
the United Kingdom, in Great Britain
;ny what form of punishment for crime
hulks, or penitentiaries ; the silent and
silent and solitary system — the result

s there is a constantly increasing
population, which it is utterly impos-
ther safely or advantageously, at
mal is thrown back upon society,
‘his term of punishment, under any
ety rejects him with abhorrence ;
will employ a man who has served
Whatever purposes of amendment,

[ cases, the principal end of punishment;
To remove the offender, to preserve
at are to be apprehended from his in-
ne of the ends. In the case of such a

a5 Thurtell, it is very important
i p. 142
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therefore, the criminal may have b:?en. led to form quriy,
his period of punishment, he finds it impossible to realjs,
them on his return to society, there being no suityy,
field open for him in any quar_ter, and every door being
closed against him. In such circumstances he has 3 .
source but to return to his {'ormfar courses, al1{l he returs
accordingly ; like the dog returfun_q' to his 'rf)m'rf, or the sgu
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. i

It appears to me, therefore, to be an a.b:s_uh‘xt(: 1.[‘.|mr.”1
necessity for the British empire, ‘undnr e}.{mtl.”‘(; ciroum.
stances, to have a system of convict colon_:zatmn, as [‘.;“.[
of the national machinery for the repression :unl.pum\l..
ment of erime ; such a course being equally tluz.clu:r;u..-”f
humanity towards the criminal., an(} a matter of absolute
necessity for the well-being of socicty.

Seerion 1V, — Onsections To Convier COLONIZATION CONSIDERED
— Lorp Bacon’s.

Tt is a shameful and unblessed thing,” nh:-‘\.:'l'\n-f. L.”M
Bacon, “to take the scum of people, and \\'lr:ifml »1-”“.'1.
demned men, to be the people with whom you le[nlT . .‘u:”
not only so, but it spoileth the plantation; for tlnll\h.\/\
ever live like rogues, and not fall to work, I'm!-'| . I\
and do mischief, and spend victuals, and be qmt‘,?\l }.\.‘ il';l :J;-
and then certify over to their country to the discredit
lantation.” * e
theN!:)W I entirely agree with Lord Bacon as f’lll 1!1(' T:II:::::
principle laid down in this passage ; and. if G |¢1L (3 ,|I‘;,U
had no other system of colonization llll pmglr-‘-““:ru-lhh
conviet eolonization, I would join with his Iu)rlls}npl 1‘.r1 -
nouncing it with all my heart. But Lord Bacon b 28
exper ice of such a state of things as the presentn

[ roent
J‘mh'l; for if it has become a matter of wge

e Essays, No. 38, “ Of Plantations.”
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¥ the well-being of society, as well as a measyye
y towards the criminal, to establish a system
lonization, there must necessarily be o parti-
tion to his excellent general rule ; for all such
of such exceptions,* 1If Tord Bacon haq
times, he would most certainly have recog-
exception in the case in question ; and while
urged the observance of his general rule in
I national colonization, for the relief of the
sery, and for the gradual withdrawal of the
and disaffection of the empire, he would
tted the necessity for a system of conviet
the disposal of its constantly inereasing
on.
me, Lord Bacon was, as Mahomet says
ers, ““in a manifest error,” + when he laid
im for such cases, that conviets “ will
es, and not fall to work” in a plantation.
all eolonial experience in penal colonies ;
: comparatively has actually been got
in such colonies, it has arisen princi-
system on which these colonies have
ed and managed. If crime in Great
measure, as I firmly believe it is, the
rty and misery so prevalent in the
if that poverty and misery is the ve-
¢ institutions, in regard to the distri-
combined with the pressure of the
f lead on the national safety-valve,
ility is that, in a large majority of
nvict, if relieved from the further
~misery, and placed in cireum-
d him a certain prospect of
condition, would ¢ live like a
to work” in right earnest.

303

1 Sale’s dlcaran, passim,
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SecrioNy V. — Resurrs of TRANSPORTATION 1§ Nyw Sovry
Wares anp VAN DIEMAN'S LAND NO ARGUMENT AcA1Ngp T
SYSTEM GENERALLY.

No person in the least acquainted with the histo,y ¢
New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land, l]m‘illgﬂl_im
continuance of the Convict system in the former of g,
colonies, can fail to be astonished at the utter want both
of system and of common sense, as well as at the grs
mismanagement, that were everywhere apparent ; and the
only wonder is that, in circumstances so peculiarly un.
favourable, such results, as were actually attained, coulq
have been realized. When examined before the Seleet
Committee of the House of Commons on Transportation,
in the year 1837, I gave it as my opinion that transport.
ation to New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land should
forthwith be discontinued; as these colonies were then
no longer fit places for carrying out the objects of
transportation, in consequence of the mismanagement of
former years, and as they were also sufficiently advanced
in their material interests mot to require such an ap-
pendage any longer. But regarding the continuance of
transportation as a political necessity for the British
empire, and a measure of humanity towards the convic,
I recommended that it should still be continued, and
carried out, with all the improvements which the cxpe-
rience of half a century would suggest, in some other
locality. And to these opinions and recommendations I
still adhere.*

~ * “The vast amount of crime which is chargeable on the colony”
(of New South Wales) “almost entirely proceeds from its -
mm population, for whose moral improvement and wﬂ‘f’”'

tint little has, at any period of its history, been done, and, of the
former at least, little in comparison with the necessity is even y¢
in m””w Burton, Article on the Moral Condition of
New South Wales; Colonial Magazine, May, 1840.
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strous, therefore, for the Britis), Government
ag it has been doing for years past, af 1;}10
arl Grey, in maintaining a froitless and din-‘
pontest, first with the colony of New South
afterwards with that of Van Dieman's Land,
finuance of transportation to these colonies,
ion had been for the continuance or discon-
ransportation absolutely, there would have
ason for holding out for its continuance ;
ook the form of a contest with a particular
ntinuing and carrying it out in that colony,
ons, and remonstrances, and protests of
ity of the colonists, the procedure of the
ment was as impolitic as it was oppressive
‘and could only be met, as it has been,
resistance,
of gold in Eastern Australia has placed
- a very different light from what it has
before. The probability is that the
on the western slopes of which the
efly found, ave auriferous throughout
to the northern extremity of the land,
be folly in the extreme, besides being
m on crime throughout the United
riminals to a Gold Field. Besides,
Jooksland, or Moreton Bay, as Earl
€1 proposing to do, would virtually
mding them to New South Wales,
W expressly excluded ; the houn-
untries being a mere imaginary
enal settlement on any part of
her to the northward, would be
facilities of escape for the
inhabited isles of the Western
part of the coast being so still
nd the islands so near, 8o far,

a6 of the transportation system
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of the United Kingdom is concerned, the islang of Vay
Dieman’s Land, and the whole eastern coast of A ustralig,
must be given up and abandoned.

Seorron V1. — OBIECTION, FROM THE ALLEGED PERPETUATION 5
CrIME 1§ A PENAL COLONY, CONSIDERED AND REFUTEY,

There are men who would benevolently, as they con.
sider it, order home all the actual convicts fion g,
existing penal colonies, but who protest strongly agajng
the idea of founding any other colony of the same kipg
on the ground of the alleged immorality of the thing, ang
of the supposed tendency of a colony so framed ¢,
produce nothing but erime. The proceedings of {1,
Select Committee of the House of Commons on Trays.
portation, in the years 1857 and 1838, called into exist-
ence a whole host of these well-meaning, but exceedingly
ill-informed, and wrong-headed people. Without troubling
themselves as to what they were to do with the constantly
inereasing number of conviets — the natural product, in
80 many instances, of poverty and misery—in the United
Kingdom ; and without troubling themselves as to what
the liberated eonviet eould do for himself in the mother-
country, after the completion of his period of plmi..-']nmwn.
they got up a senseless hue and ery about the m‘hm-m
immorality of a Penal Colony ; and formed, in their own
fertile imagination, a sort of inclined plane, dnsr:-mlﬂf?’
from the actual level of society to the bottomless it
down which a eolony o formed would be sure to de
seend, with the perpetually increasing velocity of o falling
body. ;

Oue of these well-meaning, but ill-informed ;.m:i W rcmg;
headed people, is the Rev. Dr. (now Bishop) H‘mr{‘h (l”l'“
Dean of Carlisle, who, in a Paper on Colmm.;tvhnn. JI.)‘
pended to Archbishop Whately's Thoughts on St ondary
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A » thus delivers
is great idea — referring all the while to the

 colony of New South Wales,
 the case of a household most carefully made
ked specimens from all the idle, mischievous,
usly bad characters in the country | Surely
ould be mad or wicked enough to bring
monstrous family, and to keep up its num.
acter by continual fresh supplies, would be
the society he so outraged, — would be
the author of a diabolical nuisance to his
and his country, and would be proclaimed
ing at nought all morality and decency.,
r, that, instead of a household, it is a
have so brought together, and are so
at it is the wide society of the whole
of a single country, against which the
itted ?
tion be, What can be done for this
should say, by breaking up the system ;
all the unemancipated conviets. 1 do
0int out the best mode of disposing of
n be brought home and disposed of in
\_ remain. There is no chance for the
minary step be taken. In the next
measures, which may be compared
pestilential apartments, or to the
the Israelites in every recess and
for the purpose of casting away
e beginning to make the unlea-
ver. There should be a change
if possible, of the seat of govern-
| the colony, but as yet untainted
ns of erime and infamy.”
ok forward without a shudder,
hich a few generations hence
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may be doomed to witness in Aush‘a'lia? Pass by
to come as it has taken the U!.llt(*.d States of Amg,
g in to thell pu*esent maturlty, and here will
s :ﬁtamnew world with another new people, Stretel
0 'fr opulation unehecked ; rapid in its inepey, of
out its p gagt, anil power ; taking its place in the Con.
R o ightiest mations ; rivalling, perhaps, ruling
gress of me(ﬁfen think what stuff' this people will j,,,,
them ; — anf'. .an(}whﬂ it is that posterity will thep Curse
been [.mu%e oﬁ'ﬁs mildew on the social intercourse of the
for brmglﬂg_t is that ‘Ivi]l be answerable for the injury
world;wh: lwl human virtue and human happiness, p¢
gomz.a; more distant, but more awful even (),
; PN
posterity. ly say that such sentiments as these aye not
oniyc::it:nu{lwsﬂrantable, and contrary to all Cxﬁﬂ.i Sas.
in penal colonies, but utterly unworthy of any Chuistia
:;f ?Z * My, Cobbett, exceptionable character as he was
ivine. 4
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a8 mayy
i
he

\]E]LQ

* To the same effect, Archbishop Whately, in his speech in the
¥ h May, 1840, thus expresses himself: — :
House of Lords, 19t] e .
i far better— wounld it have been that the ands ¢ :
ﬂunfhse%e:les should have remained till the end of mlm‘ 1‘:: their
primitive wildness,— better for the mother-country, — for [nu. .h
'B'melv and fér’the setilers themselves, — that the 1\\'th‘1- 1;-_@:.}
| ' d i than that it should
should have been swallowed up in the ocean, el
been erected into such a monument of national folly o 5
h::;t}' such a stronghold and seminary of wide-spreading and
2 - ; L AT
I i i hibits.
permanent moral corruption, as it now ex .
And again, “ To persevere, I say, knowing v gl
thus eréating a profligate nation, and by continual fresh su|
! f ke lg;‘ tion to gemeration the most
making and keeping it from genera s o
hopelessly corrupt community that ever the sun shone upor, o
h‘iﬂlﬁ:’nﬂ erime and folly which I do trust there is too It
ro0d feelin and good sense among us to endm-e.." -
in, “The more such a colony flourishes in T [I% o
ity, — the more it population increases, —(
o "minly with a practically bound st
I'ﬂWB‘ ’ﬂf eommereial and political un]""‘l' i
will its evil tendencies be developed,

t of

ess extent 0f

it
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» and lefg ¢ to
8 of diminig}-

18 to remove its causes or sources,

of the poverty-and-misery
e only to be placed in
the development of the petter parts of
ature, and for thejy acquisition of the means

rtably in a more reputable way,
 the paths of virtue, Besides, it is anti-
absolutely inhuman, to maintain that there

e blood, in the family, in the race,

A large
-made eriminals of
circumstan ces more

to ensure

of a
y-made criminal, so that the offspring
re should Decessarily either equal or

Bt in crime. I know of numerous in-

uth Wales, of the offspring of conviet
sides becoming reputable,

industrioys,
bers of society; and I sho

uld have no

ore powerfully will it diffuse jts pestilential
.u portentous curse,
1d at large.”
South Wales was discontinued in 1840,
rears before, had heen greatly increased ;
doubled, from that source alone, during
George Gipps. The change, therefore,
better in the colony generally during
rful, Still, however, the sweeping and
ehbishop Whately, as to the necessary
tion, even under the old system, bad
and the sheerest exaggeration. So
Sydney, in 1836, by Sir W. Moles-
t of the Select Committee on Trans-
ey would be much the same as
of Bt. Giles’s, where drunkenness and
more apparent than in the capital of
By at present, this would simply
€ven in 1836, it was the grossest

as well as disgrace, to
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fears whatever for the morals even of conviel colony
in the second, and still less in tlm. third and fou), gene
rations, if founded on a right principle and _'[u.lim...\h
mannged. The colonies of New South Wales and Vo
Dieman’s Land, as well as all the other colonies of th
group to which they belong, are destined, on (he attain.
ment of their freedom and independence, to take 4 higl,
place, both in morals and in cvur_w,rthling 1:.|Tl‘, in the greg
family of nations; and there are few, if any, cities
Great Britain and Ircland, of equal ||n-pu|nlim|‘ and
forming at the same time a haven for H]..u\, that hay
a more guiet, orderly, and, I will not .In-m.;.lt.‘ to add,
virtuous population than a large majority of T.iu- il
bitants of the city of Sydney. Certainly, I.|w!'r~ iy no ity
of equal extent in the United Kingdom in \'\\m-h 2
general eleetion, even in a time of universal excitoment,
is condueted throughout in so peaceful and decorous g
manner.
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14 (800 ‘mN AL CoLony
Seerion VIL — Thae Privcirnns oN wiicn A Pevan Co

OUGHT TO BE FOUNDED AND MANAGELL

It is one of the wige sayings of Homer, Ilnja.T L I.I[t- day .
man loses his freedom, he loses hall his virtue; ‘:mlll \
were well for mankind if the principle were recognizer ‘\
regard to communities, as well as in regard to indi u]n.lu
for I have no hesitation in expressing my helicl and .‘..n‘
vietion, that the acquisition of entire '|'|'(-t1|n|||l Ilsf.l LH:'II“
community, now existing as a British colony, or ‘.d|l.l.[‘ p
Mlﬂﬂial, would pmdigiuusly increase the sum tota
public and private virtue of its illlmlhil.:m.l..w. ‘ o

But there is no case in which this principle jo 4o
more ”mpletely lost !ight of than in tllm| mn:ln(l: Irl,li‘...,”“.
criminals als i 1 eolonies, T'he conviet in s RE
stances h:: P::t?'ormly been regarded and “.“.Im‘l.l ag o
slave ; lﬂd if the Local Government has not retail

| him
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ds, and for its own Purposes, o mastop pqs
| him — and perhaps o tyrant - “while the
n 1o which he has been subjected has, gone-

regular and uncertain in i

nees unjust and erue

operation, g
Lin the highest degreo,»

is a desoription of the situation and condition
d servico in New South Wales during the penal
ony, It is extracted from n chapter on the * iy,
ent, condition, and character of (he conviet popu-
in the second edition of my Historieal and Statis-
Colony, published in 1837 the whole of the
B expunged in the prescnt or thind
conviet population in the
of a convict in New South
his master: it is in the power of the latter
d'ly and his burden light; it is equally in his
malke him superlatively miserable, Tn general,
in the colony is by no meuns o hard one: for
- better clothed, betier fed, and e
o labouring agricultur
‘while, at the same time, his labour is beyond
dess oppressive. In a gront many ingtanees,
ﬁlﬂ conviet evidently is to get as much in the
10 do as little in the shape of hard labour,

af o

ition, os
colony ;

Wales depends greatly
Lo

tter lodged,
al populution of Great

the management of convict-servants is to
and at the same time with firmness ; 1o
08 conciliating monner, and at the same
ily employed : and it is nothing less thun
i interest, and n want of COMMON genge
infatuation, that can lead any master o
must be acknowledged, however, that
in New South Wales to o lamentable
ded the advancement of the colony on
much misery on the other,
Who has perhaps been rviding about the
lecting bis own affuirs and troubling
8 farm, and finds that his conviet-ger-
his absenco: he tallks to them on
8 a8 he talks; and he curses and
his degreo at Billingsgute, instead
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And how, I ask, can a man be expected to recover ey},
the whole or the half of his lost virtue, in such a it uation ?
In general, the thing is hopeless ; and in so far I cordjy,
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of being a free landed proprietor in New South Wales. (l:.m of the
conviets —a man who has perhaps seen hlettm- d:.lys _.1-01,1“.‘,. i
measured terms; and the master immediately exclaims, with ),
highest indignation, ¢ You convict-scoundre.l, do you speak to me o
this rate?’ and, taking the overseer to Tltngss that the may hag
spoken insolently to his master, he forthwith lncs.hmh overseer ""“f‘l
man to the nearest magistrate, who perhaps remdus‘ ten miles off
and gallops after them himself an hour or .two afterwards, Oy
arriving at the magistrate’s, the settler, who is a remarkably ‘gn“..l
Protestant, kisses the book, and swears that the n':an s]}<,}ic [,.‘L,m
insolently : the overseer, who is a stanch Roman € athuhc,‘ (‘.J“]{H”‘\
his master’s deposition by kissing the same book on the f)T\‘II(:l‘ side ;
on which the worthy magistrate — W].ﬂ(‘l knows thz'xt .thc _I»[.\I{; was
sent him for kissing and not for readm{;-has‘ mf‘f’"ﬁ’“‘f ]1:\“‘1\_-[1’::‘
hit of whity-brown paper, cut with a pair of scissors, m]t ?o 1r]1 m lnr)
a cross. When this religious ceremony has been gome throug w t :w.
magistrate, assuming a very grave aspect, sent‘ences the ‘cm?\%u‘ \1
receive twenty-five lashes for insolence to his ma?rui’..l““‘],ul]w.
accordingly delivered over to the sconrger ?f the dlSi)l “,.t‘ﬂ ! lmi
meantime, the farm is deprived of the Supcrlutem]f?m:l. (lj .j I]‘“
ter, the exertions of the overseer, and the .lahmu. of ll;_ ,Ul‘\.:mll\:
while the other convicts, disheartened and disgusted Lt t.li ol ‘, :u‘.[
injustice with which their fellow-labourer has been treated, do |

i ible. 5
a.s;lal tAﬂ: ::.;.EO:: the man who has been flogged is fit .ful‘ ];ﬂv.um::‘ I:‘.\I
ordered to the plough; but perceiving that a thick h.t!tllll]]‘;.“- M
crogses the furrow at a particular point, he co’utrwes t.hc mlx‘ g
bullocks reach that point, to run the plough right ugalu]s.t: u g
snap it asunder. “ You did it on purpose, you scound Iu ,,l].\‘ .M i
iﬁfuriated settler, who has indeed good reason to be ‘m‘,,ﬂ_”,w g
season for ploughing is perhaps nearly over, and t.\;fo, -0-11\ el
must elapse before the plough can be repaired, as t l“.ll (,;--l il
no blacksmith within fifteen miles. The man, to ;\ ‘1 ..11-,.-.‘\\ o
nature revenge is 8o delicious that he does not deny t ¥ _:1“']“?\ hied
who is perhaps the best ploughman on the farm, is :1clwlm“;;_ o
off WH to his worship again; and, after tml k-‘--ncd b
ceremony of kissing the calf’s-skin binding of the d'ﬁ-}‘l‘({.]l;[1_-11(‘(".1 ?
and the whity-brown-paper cross has been reacted, is ¢
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the opponents of transportatioy
onducted.
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as it has hi-

; , to the use of colonial
0ws a spark to fall from his tobaceo-pipe, on hig way

ery near his master’s largest wheat-stack, at a time

happens to be off the farm; and in less thap ,

after the stack is observed to be on fire. One
uppose that in such a ease of emergency, all the
would immediately run to extinguish the flames :
on, however, would he very far from the truth.

§0 conscientious, forsooth, that they will not do
 their master has not particularly told them to do;

told them to extinguish the flames when any of
accidentally catch fire. Besides, they have a task
h they must not leave: in short, nothing gives
@ than to see their master’s stack burning ; for
give them the regular ration, procure it where
Hbaek to Government, in which case they will
ing assigned to a better master. By and by,
at full gallop in time enough to see where his
S reason to suspect that a conspiracy has heen
by his men ; but to save him the trouble of
Justice, four of them immediately ta/e to
h-rangers, or runaway convicts, subsisting
L or two after, two of them are apprehended

on the highway, and tried, and convicted,
and the wretched men assure the minister
1 0 visit them in the jail or attend them on

dsuch information in such cireumstances
te to falsify) —that it was the arbitrary
their master alone, that brought them to

not ocenrred in any single instance,
tether they have or not, as T can testify
they have all occurred singly.

necessary, forsooth, to humble their
¢ them fear them.  An {nstance of this

g
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I would therefore recommend t‘hat':, in nrganiz.ing any
future penal colonies for Great Britain, ﬂ?e }1‘u111511111(!hlt.
properly so called, should be undergor‘m m‘ Luglaml_‘ in
hard labour or otherwise, in some ]’JE}‘IIltellt‘lal‘y 0.1- house
of correction; and that after undergoing this pum,-.]mwltt
for a certain period, proportioned 'to the term O-f' his sen.
tence, or the magnitude of his erime, the convict shuu.ld
be transported to the penal .colony, and !:here tl‘eat:\:l‘ i
all respects as a freeman; with t.he excephc.m of not being
permitted to leave the co;ony, till the period of his sey.

e expired.*
1;En()c':l s‘i];;l Ife::]:;]men%ation of Archbishop Whately, the

kind I have heard of in the colony with .ind_ignation and llltll‘l'f'\l"
A settler, requiring some office of a very l.‘!.lsagl‘ee:ﬂ.ble an.cl rjﬁc;]s;l\-:.:
character to be performed on his premises, czrdered one o 11‘\
convict-servants to perform it, instead of adopting the. 1111.1::E1 more
efficacions mode of offering him a small. rewar:d on his doing 1(_[1
a piece of tobacco, for instance, or a little wine. .'I‘hc m:m] ]1::"
perhaps seen better days, and therefore, feeling indignant m“‘f”,lfh
set to such an employment, flatly refused. Th'e master ("_'(Tl.) \ { 1
dered him off to a magistrate, who sgntenced him to rec‘mw‘ ul ul;
twenty-five or fifty lashes for disobedience. The man .1u‘u;1-|;g! :m
his master, who gave him the same order a secorEd time ; b\ 1\01]“. e
man a second time refused to obey: he was again taken be t i
magistrate, and sentenced to be flogged as before: and it \\’.d b
till this degrading and brutalizing operation ha.d be,m? TCE;;;;M;
third time, that the spirit of the miserable convict vrldn strl gy
broken to allow him to obey the mandate 'oi: his rele:}t 58 [\ ‘.M .H)o
“Man, indeed, is essentially a tyrant:. it is educm',mufr . ;l e
word in its widest sense—that makes him hurflane in zm,)- nrll.“-‘m!]
Whatever arrangement of society, therefore, invests a}lg j;:mm "
such power over the person and happiness of his fellow ufﬂ-;q-m‘. .
i8 possessed by the master of a convict or the h(ﬂdcrlc?:l : 1 U-{“-M:‘\.“
essentially evil, and ought doubtless to b‘e deprecated as
of an unhealthy state of the body politic. R
o It is possible that transportation might he usefully (;‘]]l?‘-n.;-ilLill!
combination with efficient penitentiaries, as a mcjuns.‘n {mlm.“;
for convicts who have completed their terms of imprisont
Lewis, on the Government of Dependencics, 239.
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immittee of the House of Commons
the year 1838, adopted and emb
omewhat similar idea as to th
onvicts who had undergone a s
some Penitentiary at home,
hop’s letter, which the committ,
effect : —
reformed system of secondary punishmen;
transportation abolished) it strikes me as de-
view to the preservation from a return to evil

itentiaries, &e., afier
y have indi-
should he, at thejr own desire,
means of emigrating to various colonies,
n, in which they may mix, not with suych
‘associates in crime, hut with respectable
ainted with their past history, and may
as the phrase is, to “turn gver a new
1se implies, that they should not emi-
0 any one place, and as a distinet class.”
between the Arehbishop’s suggestion
pose are as follows, viz, : —
hop would afford the means of emigra-
as a favour, to be granted to the well-
conviet, at his own desire ; allowing all
mvicts to be turned loose upon society
e contrary, make banishment to a
.fﬂ;e original sentence, and enforce
r the double purpose of giving the
ince in the world, and of ridding
his presence, Agreeing as I do
Molesworth, in thinking that
h more than any other punishe
oral character of an offender,"* T

315
on Tl‘ans;pmt,.
odied ip their
€ mode of (js.
entence of hard
The Passage of
ee adopted, is to

h in the House of Commeons, 5th
the United States in the year 1840,
2
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would subject the convict for seven years, to 10“(, ?\m,"“
imprisonment in England under this s;(stem; tl.e (‘_{.]‘m:“'"
for fourteen years, to eighteen m?nths or two years' im.
prisonment, and the convict for 'hf'e to two years, or tw,
and a half, if two were adopted in Fhe other case : m“.] at

he close of these periods respectively, I woulq subject
‘:hem all to banishment to the penal colony; ],Omilu]:g t]l“_,m
no choice as to where they should be sent to_, tm‘c‘ ceping
them there under safe custody for the remainder of thej;

senzteﬁji-hbishop Whately and the Committee would

ish the well-disposed liberated convicts with the means
furms' ting, in a sort of clandestine manner, to some
gil:::;grlhﬁaritifl’l or foreign, “in which they.may mi‘x,” 1’01“.
sooth '["6 with respectable persons, unacguainted mt!: t.]!ul'.l.
i 7. And what right, I ask, can Great Britain

o hlsmr)ti ersons of this description, to the number
e tol seH{' scfveral thousands annually, to any colonies,
R YB[’ itish or foreign ? What right can Great Britain
:ﬁ::llzrpr:etise so gross and unmanly a -d‘egeptio.n u‘]:u:.l
the colonies? Every colony, whether BFltksh Of‘ fom:“
on which it was attempted, would lsucgesls.?’ely;r{ﬁ?t:?t :::]
ise indi against it, as the anorn‘.a £ 8
;:':n;?géﬁn:;:t:iﬂyg{lid against a similar immigration of

I visited several of the prisons in diﬁ'e?ent States‘fl I::{“:;:{P‘:Ll‘\,]“
on the Silent and Social System, in Balt'lmorel, Mar }] a 1, ‘1 el
he Separate and Solitary System, in Philadelp! 11.1j i o
;?e;er the latter of these systems. At my O“:Dtre‘il:(g:e‘n-“rt\l,‘“_-1 -
i viets, E
- su‘?eess“e}l? Wtf:tf::; ?1: ‘gﬁﬂfdg;;h?;? that I Il]i.‘_r}ﬂf. -('nm-m‘.\‘.c
“e_n" Ao e:;:e subject ; and the result of my enquirics \\:.\: l
g c°mt.' n that the separate and solitary system was 'I,-.:-l\;
'ufonsdegreeconvf t]:lc; humane and reformatory, while it is evidently ;w [llll-'
= formidlble. I also examined the Medical Rupm:ltr \(.; m;
m for a considerable period, and found that ‘;}h; E:L.T:[ll b
i i )stantiated ;
dency of the system to produce insanity was not su

op any other
ases of insanity being not more numerous than under an]
€

system of punishment.
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shop and the Committee know ey that the
l-misery-made crime of the United Kingdom
f *-‘L”' in its amount, as to be thus disposeq of
pbservation, even after it has undergone the .
; discipline of penitentiaries at home, Great
t act opendy and honestly with the colonies in
“and must therefore provide a separate place
¢ liberated convicts, after they have under.
cipline, in some penal colony formed on the
 in which, while the mother—country would
S presence, the convict would have the fairest
ning the position of an honest and repu-
m totally at issue with the Archbishop as to
ral and social results of colony formed
sisting, although it would, of liberated
exclusively.
€xpense to Government in op
¥ would, under such a system,
effect on the conviets themselves would
 highest degree ; for whereas, under the
. operation, the convict has always re-
, whether Le wrought for them or not —
trived to do as little as possible — he
stem, receive no rations, but be
ence for himself from the wages of

ganizing
be pro-

| acquiring property of any kind is
I&bour—-among convicts, as well
s of people — for it is only when
t working for nothing, that he has
Nay, the hope of acquiring
bour, and the powerful influence
pon the individual, are, in general,
ng upon the convict and of en-
Punishment may have lost jts
id any indulgence that could be
8
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i is a mere Government slave, mg,
s hfm,ds'0 l:ozg]e?h];:ll:;y feel and know that he is 1;;,
e :ejtl:::ie; th];t he ean acquire property by means
zi‘: labour, t’hat he can make himself a man o‘f 5:.'1_1b,.-,|¢-l“‘“.(.‘
and therefore of consequence, in the land of his banis),.
t, and you have thenceforth the strongest hold upo,
r}i‘: i,ndividual that human natun? aﬁ"orf]ﬁ. .
But there is one thing wantmg: still, wi lou\ v ich
d lse would be worthless in the way of :ls(*(‘urm?_r:
E_ver‘ythmg e1 or permanent reformation; and that is, the #;,
o genemWhaE is property, in such circumstances, to 5
fo'amly. who has nobody to think of, and nobody
bamsrl'lee‘ifol:a::;t himself? The probability is, that if, n:
::1:1? circm,nst,ances, he acquir_es p‘rf:)[;l(;ril;]{l:i;hz;ll:n(}Iar:lz\ :
issipation, i
“ o ILI]; mci';llrigbf:: g(l)is;p;zle, ,ancl perhaps accumulate
- soi : bztwbeing an isolated individual on the .l'.’tl‘t!\.
t:!:gl.:al]yc:body to care for, and nobody to cal'}iz fo;: -I:Im;l]lm
i ness, when the spirit of the
:ill,: t::::&ﬁ;?ﬁngiir:sglfiit of’ the man hlas fled ]f'n;'
t]f:s time, have a vegular blow-out, as {L’leﬂl Ufi;hl.i.d; :]:1}“1
tion frequently have in the actual pena 'c‘ciontl,,.;. n e
the whole of his property in reck.less dlbblp-ﬂ :3 '“—'1['0 <
such a man have the opportunity of: ha\rf{:r la\ e
children, and the process of reformation wi | e wo
fully accelerated, and its permanence gl .
It would therefore be indlspensal.)ly necessa .3’1 v
to ensure the progress of reformatlon. in a }w n;lle E
constituted as I have proposed, to provide a }cln‘i llii(-v]\|I w
as a male population for the colony; and ft I;Is (‘Xl:m ke
done in the three following ways, to the full e
; ives and
qu;l:eg):i;r conviets that were married, and l_}ilul.“ 1:}: ﬂlm
children, might be sent to the penal colonies ":t e
instance; the wife and children to be. scn? f;l B
Government, passage free, after a certain bricf |
probation on the part of the convict.
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le convicts might, after the
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establiahmem of the
to enable the lattep

Ong persons qf their

¥ had acquirved » name ang 5
ssage out to it might e offereq
rtain number of the female
itentiaries in the Uniteq Kingdom, to eng
y for whom there is now no opening at ho
est of the chance which
d afford them, of re

2

t home, a free pa
o time to a ce in~
ble
me,
emigration to such »
gaining that position in jts
they had forfeited in their own country ;
ords, to afford them the chance of becoming
thers. Tt might even he Practicable to
yment of the passage money of such female
their future husbands, as the Virginia
the case of the female emigrants they sent,
F purpose to that ancient colony.*
religious societies of the mother—country
0 take a warm interest in any penal colony
prineiples as these, angd would gladly
f religion and missionaries to labour
ts for their general reformation ; and
such ministers ang missionaries would
e the carrying out of the great ohjects
f would be desirable, however, for the
this matter entirely in the hands of
that case a revenue would very soon
ly for the support of the ministers or
b entirely, at least in part.  There is
the reformation of persons in the
fectual as that of giving them an

ine qua non in such g colony, that the
married men, to set o proper example
oint d'appui for all well-disposed
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opportunity of being recognised as members of
Christian congregation.

To enable the Government to carry out a plan of (;
kind in any newly formed colony, it would be 11(‘('1*»'.:-4;“-\-.
to have certain works in progress, requiring hoth skilled
and unskilled labour, in the first instance, to enable .
liberated convicts to earn reasonable wages for their gy,
sistence ; the Government supplying the necessary proyi-
sions at a reasonable price, till merchants and dealers shoy||
spring up in the ecommunity, which they would be sure 1,
do, almost immediately. These works would consist of t]e
erection of such publie buildings as would be indispensally
necessary for the purposes of government, as well as of
liouses for the liberated convicts; the clearing, fencing,
and cultivation of the land; and the construction of
wharfs, roads and bridges. The outlay for such purposes
would not require to be large, and a considerable portion
of that outlay would eventually be repaid to the treasury,
from the progressive sale of the houses and allotments of
ground so erected and eleared ; which the colonists would
be glad to purchase at a reasonable rate. This, of course,
presupposes that the locality would be well chosen forsoil,
climate, and means of communication.

Such, then, are the prineiples on which a whole series of
penal colonies might easily be formed and managed by
Great Britain, at a comparatively small expense, for the
transcendantly important purpose of relieving her of the
present and intolerable annoyance of her constantly in-
creasing eriminal population. And I appeal to the reader
as to whether such a mode of disposing of that popula-

80Im¢

tion would not be incomparably more humanc to the

convict, as well as incomparably safer to the State, than
immuring them for a series of years in prisons of any kind
in Wmd, and then throwing them back upon society a5
liberated felons. As to the prospect of eventually forn-
ing a reputable society even out of these hasc materials,
I confess T am totally at issue with such men as Sit
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olesworth, Archbishop Whately, and T
- their opiflion, it must be observed, on the
al eolonies, or vather their theory s 1o whiat
ny, however founded and managed, must 0.
and must necessarily become, has been
out sufficient evidence, and without one tittle of
gperience ; whereas, the opinion I have expressed
ae result of nearly thirty years’ ohservation and
e of the capabilities of human nature, under the
if a penal colony, The idea that the second
generations of a penal colony, so formed and
have recommended, would be such a com-
~throats, villains, monsters in human form, as
men take it for granted they would be, is con-
experience in the Australian colonies. T am
at long before the third generation of a colony,
i anaged as I have recommended, should ap-
stage of existence, most of the traces of its
in would have disappeared.
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I, — PLACES WHERE sUcH PENAL COLONIES MIGHT BE
AGEOUBLY FORMED — THE FALELAND ISLANDS.

)

i lio place in Her Majesty’s dominions so suit-
respect for the formation of a Penal Colony,
have indicated, as the Falkland Islands : and
inds have no native inhabitants, and have been
olonization to the British public unsuccess-
{east ten years past, there can be no possible
the proposal on either of these grounds.
o Aborigines to contaminate, and no Euro-
onists to interfere with,

d Islands are a group of islands belonging
n, and situated in the Southern Atlantic
northward and eastward of Cape Horn ;
51° to 5° south latitude, and from 57° to

[ ]
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62° west longitude. They consist of two prinecipal islap .
— the Eastern and Western Falklands—with a nypyl,,
of smaller ones; and their coasts abound in bays, hay.
bours, sounds and fishing banks, to an extent perhaps
unequalled in any other islands of equal avea in 1},
world. The following is the superficial extent of ),
islands : —

Sq.
East Falkland, 95 by 53 miles : mean 85 b
by 40 - - . = 3000
West Falkland, 80 by 25 miles - = 2000
Smaller islands, at least 90 in number = 1000

6000
Or, 8,840,000 acres.*

The Sound that separates the two larger islands is from
seven to twelve miles broad, and forms a series of superior
harbours. The thermometer ranges from 70° of Fahren-
heit in summer, to 30° in winter ; the climate being pretty
much like that of Scotland, but considerably milder in
winter, snow seldom lying more than forty-cight hours on
the ground, and the vegetation being chiefly evergreen. The
islands have no standing timber, which would have to be
procured from the Straits of Magellan, where it is obtain-
able in any quantity for all purposes ; but peat, for fuel, is
abundant, and the soil is a beautiful black mould, from six
inches to two feet deep. Wheat and flax have both been
grown on the islands; and potatoes, cabbages, turnips,
and other European roots and vegetables, grow ahundantly
and of excellent quality. Besides, there are 30,000 horned
cattle on the eastern island, the produce of a few head
that were left on that island, where a French settlement
was formed and afterwards abandoned about a century
ago— in consequence of a dispute about the proprietor-

* Parliamentary Paper. Report, by Lieut.-Governor Moody, 1t
1842 : with other authorities.
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inds—with many horses, pigs, rabbits, goats,

Islands are about half way from (e Aus-
to London, on the homeward voyage
They would form an excellent place for

trade to touch at for refreshments; thejp

ur, Berkeley Sound, being quite in the
happens to be fayourable. I have passed
ies, but have seen them only once; as ships,
jes, not intending to touch (which they
ely), generally keep away from the land,
ons, when we had intended to touch at
, the wind was unfavourable, and we were
e former of these occasions was a very
. We had doubled Cape Horn on the
11833, and were steering for the islands
lwa.-f'ferwards, when a northerly wind drove
s eastward to beat back, which we con-
ne at the time. But I afterwards as-
t contrary wind was one of the most pro-
nees in my life; for on the 26th of
ter we had doubled the Cape, a hor-
the Europeans at the Sound was per-
ber of Buenos Ayrean conviet Guachos,
) were there in the service of a few
establishment of a French merchant
e islands not being at the time in
the British Government. Had our
¢ Y

only a small one, gone into the Sound
ch an occurrence, we should probably
ed, before we had learned what had
5 as the Guachos would have been
such a vessel to carry themselves
» South America.

ment Establishment on the Falkland
rmed in the year 1842, with a view
f the Islands, costs the mother-coun-
PG

by
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try 50007 a year; but no colonization has taken place gq
yet, the whole number of the inhabitants, including the
Government Establishment, being still considerably undey
a hundred. As a free colony, therefore, the project has
been a complete failure, and a very expensive one, too, 1,
the mother-country ; but the islands are unquestionably
one of the fittest places possible for the establishmeng of
such a penal colony as I have described. And if ¢,
convicts, to be sent out to them in the event of that sug-
gestion being adopted, should in the first instance be may.
ried men exclusively, with their wives and children, two
very important objects would be attained — the ey
would have no inducement to leave the islands, while ay
island population would soon be created, strongly attached
to the place, and peculiarly fitted to engage in every oc-
cupation which its soil, and climate, and seas, might
render suitable and desirable. That it is a suitable place
for the habitation of Europeans is unquestionable. That
it is exceedingly desirable that a British settlement should
be formed in so promising a locality, is equally undeni-
able ; and that no such settlement is likely to be formed
in that particular locality in any other way, must now be
pretty evident to all parties. The present Government
Expenditure at the Falkland Islands, for which Mr. Hawes
found it so difficult to account, when taken to task on the
subject, last year, by Mr. Cobden, would be quite sufficient
for the mere government of the place, as a penal colony,
for a considerable time to come, while the change would
give the present officials something to do. The climate,
which is somewhat rigorous, would compel the liberated
conviets to labour for their subsistence; but that labour
would be sure to meet with an abundant reward : and it
would surely redound to the honour and glory of Britain
thus to form, from the very refuse of her population, as I
am confident she would suceeed in doing, a noble British
colony in this remote locality. Such a colony would in
all likelihood lead eventually to the occupation of much
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h is still open for colonization

> in the extensiy
b - 7 & e
known, region of Patagonia. * ;

— OTHER PLACES WHERE Prxar, CoLONIES MicHT nE
i T OB0ED — THE WEST AND NomTH Weer Coasrg
IA.

IS to me that a series of small penal colonies,
dI have suggested, would be much more likely
uceessful, in ensuring the general and rapid re-
of the liberated convict population, than a single
With this view, while one such colony miéht
in Berkeley Sound, on the north-eastern coast
stern Falkland Island, another could with equal
formed on the south-western coast of the
sland, either subordinate to the other, or inde-
it.  There is room, indeed, for half a dozen
sments on the Falkland Islands alone.

18 a far more extensive field for the formation
eries of such colonies on the west and north-
8 of Australia, including the present colony of
or Western Australia; in which considerable
recently been made, with the concurrence of
thabitants, in the formation of a convict esta-
‘on the old principle. Whatever may be the
that experiment, it appears to me that it would
ly preferable, in forming a series of new penal
n the plan I have recommended, to occupy a
ew field, where there would be no colonists
ent description to be interfered with: and the
hich it would be advisable, on many accounts,
this way, is the Victoria River, on the nortl.l_
" This noble river, as yet the largest known in

gervations were written within about two hundred
dland Islands.
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Australia, was discovered by Captain Wickham, RN, ¢

her Majesty's surveying ship ¢ Beagle,” now Police-M agis.
trate at Brisbane, Moreton Bay; and it is thus describeq
by Captain Stokes, who succeeded Captain Wickham i,
the command of the expedition, and conducted the explo,.
ing party up the river; —

“The Victoria [river] falls into the Indian Ocean, in
lat. 14° 40 8. and long. 129° 21" E., being, at its con.
fluence with the sea, twenty-six miles wide. The lang
upon either side as you enter the river is bold and we]]
defined ; but from the margin of the western shore, gy,
extensive mud and mangrove flat, not entirely above the
level of high water, and reaching to the base of o range
of hills, about seventeen miles from the water's edge,
seemed fo indicate that at one time the waters of fle
Victoria washed the high lands on either side.

“ For the first thirty miles of the upward course, the
character of the river undergoes but little change; the
left side continuing bold, with the exception of a few ex-
tensive flats, sometimes overflowed, and a remarkable
rocky elevation, about twenty-five miles up, to which we
gave the name of The Fort, as suggested by its bastion-
like appearance, though now ealled Table Hill, in the
chalk. To the right the shore remains low, studded with
mangroves, and still, from appearance, subject to not un-
frequent inundations: towards the mouth, indeed, it is
partially flooded by each returning tide. Thirty-five
miles from its mouth its whole appearance undergoes the
most striking alteration. We now enter the narrow defile
of a precipitous rocky range of compact sandstone, rising
from 400 to 500 feet in height, and coming down to the
river, in some places nearly two miles wide, in others not
less than twenty fathoms deep, and hurrying through, as
if to force a passage, with a velocity sometimes not loss
than six miles an hour. It continues a rapid stream during
its passage through this defile, an extent of some thirty
miles; and beyond it is found slowly winding its way to-
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-gga. a,ct.'oss a rich alluvial plain, fifteay miles i
bout this plain is found second range, of 7 &
r and formation to that befgre men:\i{:nedt.uzld
wever, having of course somewhat |egg lm%h “:'
~depth, and flowing with a decreased ra 'uiito
pion of the hills on either side was at ﬁrst};ntez.
erably less than in the fopmey range; they ha[hl
uch of their steep and Precipitous appearance .
gradually proceeded up, the former distinctiv;
tics returned : the hills rose higher and more
nost immediately from the water’s edge a,mi
each mile to present a Joftjer and more n;gged
er, however, attaining the extreme altitude of
r Sea Range. Above Reach Hopeless the
he alluvial land lying between the immediate
ithe river and the hills which b, und its valley
increased ; and just in Proportion as the high
proached the channel on one shore, it 1'ecedZd
€ opposite, and left an extensive alluvial flat
- bank and the retreating hills. The whole
ened out, so that, supposing the stream at
 have filled it from the bases of the high land
e, it must have had a breadth above Reach
from three to five miles, and this still in-
1 I traced its presumed course beyond Mount

eme altitude of Sea Range is from 700 to 800
the hills last seen, near Mount Regret, from
The distinctive formation common to hoth
heir level summits, within twenty feet of which
wall of rock, of a reddish hue, runs along
~ The upper portion of the valley through
passes varies in its nature, from treeless,
0 rich alluvial flats, lightly timbered with a

ed gum. The banks are steep and high,
he ‘with the acacia, drooping eucalyptus, and
he various lake-like reaches had, of course,
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no perceptible stream, but their banks, no less thay the
dry patches in the bed of the river, satisfied us that the
Victoria had recently been, and in all probability woulq
s0on again become, a large and rapid river,” *

“Our last regretful view of this part of the Victoyi,
was taken from a position in lat. 15° 36" S. and long.
108° 52' E., 140 miles distant from the sea: but still 500
miles from the centre of Australia. Its apparent dipee.
tion continued most invitingly from the southward — ],
very line to the heart of this vast land, whose unkngwy
interior has afforded so much scope for ingenious specy-
lation, and which at one time I had hoped that it was
reserved for us to do yet more in reducing to certainty,
And though from the point upon which I stood to pay
it my last lingering farewell, the nearest reach of water
was itself invisible, yet far, far away, I could perceive the
green and glistening valleys through which it wandered,
or rather amid which it slept; and the refreshing ver-
dure of which assured me, just as convincingly as actual
observation could have done, of the constant presence of
a large body of water, and left an indelible impression
upon my mind, which subsequent consideration has only
served to deepen, that the Victoria will afford a certain
pathway far into the centre of that country, of which it is
one of the largest known rivers.” +

There is evidently a splendid field for colonization on
this noble river, which, it seems, is navigable for the
largest vessels sixty miles from the sea, and for small craft
ninety miles higher: and as it rises in the south-eastern
interior, it must conduct, in following it up, to more ele-
vated land and a more agreeable climate. The position
of the outlet of the Victoria River is most commanding,
whether for trade with Europe by the Cape of Good
Hope, or with India, China, and the western portion of the

* Discoveries in Australia. By Captain Stokes, ii, 115,
-t 2b. ii. 83,
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ip elag.'o; and t.hem cannot be a doypt
distant period, form the head quarters of
. “l 5 i
and powerful State, Ag there is ye
it the climate is highly salubrious, thcr’
to the locality on account of its
witude. And if French artifice
— work regularly at their several handicrafts
of Tahiti, as I have ascertained to be the facfh
2 same latitude, I should have g miswi\'intr;
iﬁsh conviets to the Victoria River Zn a:
tropical climate. Mere heat js by no means
health, where the climate is dry, as is uni-
ease in Australia: it is an atmosphere sur-
. moisture, and with the malarig arising from
etation, as in the Fast and West Indies, and
of Africa, that is so generally fatal to Euro-
The indigenous vegetation of Australia js
ous, and the leaves, or rather spiracles, of
trees are strongly charged with an empyreu-
ich counteracts the tendency to putrefaction,
the exhalations are highly favourable to

that it

ason to
e can be
compm»a_
TS — soldiers

e would be no prospect of colonizing the
by means of free emigration. Free emi-
the United Kingdom would certainly not go
such a locality, till it had become a place of
om its produce and trade ; and surely it is, or
to be, one of the legitimate objects of penal
3 to prepare the country to be colonized for
ntually the chosen resort of a free emigrant
and for taking its place among the free states
As the Gulf of Carpentaria is evidently
‘the outlet of a large portion of the trade of
m section of the Australian centinent, and
eller steamboats will in all likelihood be
'ortly between London and the head of that
Cape of Good Hope, the Victoria River
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would be quite on the route for such vessels, both oy and
home, and might econsequently have its intercourse with
the mother-country maintained at a very inconsiderap)
cost to the public treasury.

The available land on the Vietoria River and its 1),
taries would in all probability be equally fitted for ¢y,
and horses, and probably also for sheep, with the o),
settled portions of the Australian continent; and iy pro-
duets would therefore in the first instance be, like ]
of all the other Australian settlements, wool, tallow, oy
hides ; and perhaps horses for the India market. Byt ¢,
agricultural productions of the colony would be those of
the intertropical regions generally; viz. cotton, suca;
coffee, indigo, tobacco, &e., and there is reason to |-
lieve that all the intertropical fruits of other countiics
would grow luxuriantly.

The Victoria River would of itself form a sufficient;
extensive field for a whole series of small penal colonic,
of the kind I have suggested ; having the necessary Go-
vernment Establishment at the principal settlement, and «
resident magistrate at each of the others. But the occu-
pation of that central point would lead gradually to the
discovery and occupation of a whole series of others, 1o
the southward, as the eapabilities of the country in that
direction came to be known; for the more important dis-
coveries in Australia have generally been made by land
explorations and not by sea. Men of superior intelligenc:
‘and observation, who have resided for years on the wes
‘coast, and have travelled over a considerable portion of

Jits known extent, affirm that its capabilities for colonizi-
h“‘ﬂm to those of the eastern; and th
teresting account of the discovery and exploration of th
River by Captain Stokes sufficiently provc: the

y is not “all barren.”
‘of a whole series of penal colonies, est-
principle I have suggested, would be <o
o the mother-country. After getting
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ey would pay for their own Maintenance, gy
. p - {

¥> Tepay a considerable portion, if 1,,,1 i

gxpenditure incurred in their original form.
the sale of either cleareq or \\‘Justc land
ts, and cottages, or other buildiy gs erecteri
?f the colony, to afford employment ¢, the
tis a fatal error, and one of the many bad
Downing Street mismanagement, to suppose
on of any kind must necessarily be a very
Tocess for the colonizing country. It has
0 in any instance in which the colonization
the right description — based on a rational
eonducted in a judicious manner. For if
has uniformly heen enormously expensive to
as well as unsatisfactory in its general re-
ply because it has always been based on the
et principle, and counducted under the su-
of the Colonial Office.
Britain, therefore, be disposed to grant
ym and national independence to the Seven
ces of Eastern Australia, and to leave the
g emigration from the United Kingdom to
gs — to be conducted under an equitable,
d highly advantageous treaty, such as I
— she would still have a vast field for the
other empire on the western and north-
of Australia at some future day; and in
il the meantime for such a consummation, by
g line of penal colonies along that extensive
ald be consulting her own best interests
Under such a twofold system of
Ppoverty and misery would disappear from
jés in the United Kingdom, and crime would
s while the trade of the country, and the
elasses of its inhabitants, would be in-
il all former precedent. Extensive coloni-
ght kind would certainly not diminish the
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population of the mother-country ; on the contrary, i
would tend rather to inerease it: but, as every free emigrayt
becomes a valuable eustomer to his mother-country, ang
a grower of raw produce for her manufactures, it woulq
enable the mother-country to support a much larger po.
pulation than at present, and in a mueh more comfortahle

way.
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CONCLUSION.

d this volume exactly a month
ific Ocean, ahout twq thousand
f _‘Cap.e Horn: I am now writing its coneludine

lat.ltude 42° South, in the Southern Atlantica.
.h-a,vmg l')een chiefly a succession of violem:
mes fair and sometimes foy), This will
count spfﬁciently for occasional defects of
* perhaps Hnnecessary repetitions of the same
8 searcely possible, in such circumstances, to
her one's thoughts, or papers, as in a com-
our or library on shore, What reception
may meet with in the mother-country, I
sibly divine; for the range of speculation in
ulges on Colonial subjects is doubtless very
the usual track, while the language in which
2d may, in certain quarters, be deemed oeca-
@ plain than pleasant. But I have an earnest
L ds a strong persuasion, that it will at least
ice to the good cause it advocates, and that
faithful representations of things as they are
es will work conviction in the minds of many;,
and abroad, as to the entire accordance of
objects with the deductions of right reason,
th the law of nature and the ordinance of

since, in the
miles to the

oubt, indeed, that the publication of this
omewhat accelerate «“ a consummation so de-
wished,” for the interests and welfare of all
erned, as the freedom and independence of
Lands of Australia. Colonists, generally, stand
d of information on the subject of their
ions to the mother-country; and when they




334 THE GOLDEN LANDS OF AUSTRALIA,

come to understand their real position — their sacred
rights, and their brilliant prospects—they will be the less
likely to be troubled with doubts and misgivings as to
the course they should pursue when the time for action
arrives. I am satisfied, at all events, that as far as the
mother-country and the Australian colonies are concerned,
I have given the best possible advice for the present
emergency. If that advice is only taken in time, Great
Britain herself will gain immensely by the arrangement
proposed, while there will be peace and joy and uninter-
rupted prosperity in all the associated colonies. But if this
advice should not be taken in time, as I scarcely think it
will be, the people of England will have leisure enough
by and by — when both Australia and Canada are gonc*
—to reflect whether they have been in the right after all,
to sacrifice everything that is really valuable in coloniza-
tion for the gratification of that unhallowed lust of empire
which they have been cherishing these two centuries
past, so fatally for themselves, and for all the Dritish
colonies.

In one word, after the gross injustice which the Aus-
tralian Colonies have so long experienced from the
mother-country, and the unworthy treatment they have
received at her hands, I am decidedly of opinion that
there is nothing really worth struggling for in Australia
but entire freedom and national independence. This
is our natural, inherent and indefeasible right, by the law
of nature or the ordinance of God; which I maintain,
without fear of contradiction, is of infinitely higher
authority than mere Signs-manual or Acts of Parliament.
And I am firmly persuaded that it is the highest intercst,
not only of Britain, but of the world at large, that that
right should be recognised immediately.

. a8 they are from each other, there is a certain secret
lymp 1y between these two countries; and I am strongly of opi-
when they do go, they will go together.

MMPPENDIY
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“ Sous le joug de l'autorité, une colonie naissante fait des progyig
beaucoup plus rapides que si elle jouissoit d'une entiére indépen.
dance, L'usage de la liberté ne convient qu’ i une société hien étaplie,
et non point 4 celle dont les membres sont réduits & un état faible ¢
précaire, Mais cette méme autorité doit nécessairement diminuer 3
mesure que le nombre des colons augmente, on étre abrogie quang
leurs besoins cessent. Tout rentre alors dans l'ordre impertnrbable e
la nature ; les liens de politie se forment par de nouvelles conven.
tions, et les droits de gouvernement s'ctablissent sur des nouveanx
fondemens.” *®

Coceeins, a Dutch commentator, commenting upon the famous say-
ing of Grotius quoted above, viz. that, in the case of a colony, “a new
and independent nation is born,” observes, somewhat strangely and
in downright contradiction of his author, as follows: —* Coloniy est
nndum instrumentum populi mittentis, et migrat mon ut cives esse
desinant, sed ut alibi habitent ; indeque manent sub potestate et imperio
mittentium.” t

“ A colony is the mere instrument of the colonizing or mother
country: its inhabitants, in emigrating, merely change their place
of abode, but not their citizenship; and, therefore, they continuc
under the power and government of the mother country.’

Coceeins was the courtly advocate of their High Mightinesses the
States of Holland, whose government of their colonies was in the
highest degree unjust and oppressive. His definition of a colony,
which is exactly that of Downing Street, was evidently “ made to
order,” and it simply denies all rights to colonies.

Singularly enough, there is a perfect parallel to this impudent
Dutch definition of a colony in the Westminster Review for the
present month, in an article entitled * Our Colonial Empire,” but
which ought properly to have been entitled, “ Milk-pap for Bearded
Men!” The Radical Reviewer, forsooth! would allow of a © Calo-
nial Representative Body,” as he calls it, to consist of Delegates from
all the Colonies, to meet here in London, but “to be restricted in its
functions to discussion and advice !” He takes for granted *the
necessity of preserving unity in the central authority,” and admits
“ the difficulty of separating in all cases between Imperial and Co-
lonial subjects;” but he would make all odds even by *limiting the
power of the Colonial House to the free public discussion of all

subjects, and the recording of its views!!!”

* De I'Btat et du Sort des Colonies des Anciens Peuples, Philadel-
phie, 1779, p. 216.
1 Henrici Coceeii Comment. t. ii. p. 547

ATPPENDIX,

sider myself degraded, as a Tribune of the
ny of New South Wales, to reply to such
Let the Reviewer know that We, the men of progress
hold with that great authority, Dr, laeniﬂmi[: EE:?,I,::R :
@mic'm on such subjects is worth that of a hun:.h- r}
Reviewers, that such a.constitutional line,as he sup mq:-
perial and Colonial interests, doth not exigt; m.dl ,;1
rollary from the principles and arguments of this lmlrk‘
ep further, with the said Benjamin ,
the Imperial Parliament to legislate

Pur.plc in
dri ‘.‘(‘”ing

yand simply deny
for us in any ease

tham on Parligmentary Representation Jor the Colonies.

they will send deputics : and those deputies will govern us
f govern thgm'“_lnll:lﬁifiﬂ !— What is that but doubling
instead of lessemng it? To gii'c yourselves a pretence
a million or two of strangers, you admit half a dozen.
a million or two of people you don't care about, you
(dozen people who don’t care about you, To govern a
whose business you know nothing about, you encumber
ith half a dozen starers, who know nothing about yours.
nity? Is this liberty and equality ? Open domination
grievance. Were I an American, I had rather not
ed at all than represented thus, If tyranny must come,
githout a mask. Ok, but information! True, it must be
give information, must a man possess a vote?
ging is a Resolution of the Original American Congress
subject: —
4. That the foundation of English liberty, and of all
nent, is a right in the people to participate in their
ounecil ; And as the English colonists are not represented,
i local and other circumstances cannot properly be repre-
e British Parliament, they are entitled to a free and
er of legislation in their several provincial 1L';_§'l.\'m.lﬂl'l.'-:‘,
right of representation can alone be preserved in all
tion and internal polity.”— Resolutions of the Congress at
A.D, 1774,

THE END.
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