From the
President

I is hard to believe that the Gaoa hyy-
nothesis has been part of modem

I o g '.-\.I 5
human thinking for over a decade,

. ; -
that Rachel Carson s Sidend
paenly years and numerius reprifils ald;

SpreRgd 15
that President Caner s Wiordd 2N re-
port was gathenng dust on the shelves
before the advent of Ronald Reagan

White Anstralians wene already no
pcing their impact on this couniry as
ong apo as 1882 when Samuel Dhxon, in

i |ufu:'r read to the Roval Socicty of
Souih Australin, wre

The oullook for succeeding poaéra-
riane ic imdeed dismal should the de

ST fhe firrE ST CORTREE 5 IR [Fai
past: owr walersheds wiil erom e
haild kills from which Iorreriial Toids
will devastare the il thevidd plains e

preservafian af o indigemous flora,
wililor fooked wpon as @ fad by the igno
reml @R aAtkinking, G5 oreally inoon
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Itis hard 1o believe that there has becn
5o much written about the fare of the
world and much of it from an era when
the conzervalion mMOovement was a
fledeling association of concerned Tolk
'\-'-'I'--"'-"-'- ere awake bo the diminoiion o 03-
mure and the inevitable conseguenRces
that would follow should no posiDyve
steps be taken 1o wwm back the nde

It = =tilll hard 1o Believe that the Tarn

Back the Tide concert held in Sydney
early this vear gathered 200,000 people
af ];'|-,_'-r.;_':| Beach to protest the fouling ol
the seas: that thousands have made thear
way down io the southeast forests of
Nﬂf"-"-' i proicct the great eocalypts,
giving their ime and their liberty for the
wildemness; or that the Green Independ
ents have become a credible politcal
force in Tasmania. The conservation
movement has come 16 from the fminpes

and = pow muk g 1% claim - which

cannot be ipnored - 1o dve ils values amsd

] ; 1 r
comncerns refiecied 1A e podiiical and

tions and through all s misweses, sl
constiutes an awitede which recognises
that our current way of doing things
altimately serves neither us nor our co-
habiting species very well. The simple
fact of recopnition that we breathe as the
earth breathes, when thrown up against
scientific scenarios of a mugey, leaking
atrmosphiers. accelerates our now chosen
path o move towands a more benipn way
of biving. It is apparent that if we doa't
replace conguering with co-operalion
then we are all at risk.

In the face of mounting and conlinu-
ous ecological threat, it may seem that
the tasks ahead are too hard. Nothing
could be further from the truth. People
everywhere are now questioning the old
ways. They are reaffimming the need 1o
respect and protect nature and are con-
scious of the greal urgency of the mo-
ment. Everywhere people are extending
themiselves by education and action o
n}ﬂhr. thewr passage through life a posi-
Oive and healthy one.

We are faced here with a contradic-
ton of sons, for just as we come o rec-
ogniss the necessity for interdependence
and co-operation as stewards of this
fragile carth, we can also see clearly tha
there are those who still simply seek 1o
exploit the planet 1 secure short term
gamns. The Foundation’s role in this
cntcal survival banle of values is a vital
i,
ACF is now a highly regarded and
imfloential body. The quality of our
resewrch and policies, the commitment
and prodigious skills of our staff, and the
unstinting support of our members,
explains why we have achieved so much
and gaves me confidence when thinking
aboun WEmTW

Our goal. & defined in our new For-
ward Plan, is 1 creale a conserver soci-
ety. Asociety that is based upon ecologi-
cally sustainable values. lencourage you
o embmce this goal and w give it your
suppon. | commend this Annual Repon
L sisuar reading .

Feter Garren
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m“nm“ﬂﬁ;ﬂﬂ
Slalements. are for the year onded M) June 19494

Far night - Rasstorcs, By Lo Meier
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& ot replace con JHET-

HE AUSTRALIAN CONSERVATION POUNDATION 15 a non-profit or

ganisation estublished 1o ensure an ecolorically sustainable future. 1t is made

up ol nineteen thowsand members across Adstralia, 60 staff and many volun
beer workers, The OTEamisalacm 18 'r'l:ll-.'1|'l_'\! nationally by a Counc | ol 1% elecied rep
FESEntiives from esch stute who meet af least every six months ander the cadership
of a President and Executive Commitiee. Boih staff and volunieers work together to
'I"“_""" ¥ PriAnale ecodoqic allv sustainable values

The ACF's vision of an coologically suslamnable TuLune 1= ome in which

W the integrity of the b skphere 1% mainiamed

W o full natural range of penelic, species and environmental diversity is main
fninec;

W hurman population numbers are stabalised

B environmental and sconomic planning ars imtepraled;

B the planet's resources are man yped in o manner which maximises options for
future peneritions;

B cvery individual, group, corporation and government recognises the value ol
human and non human entities and that balance and harmony in the bicsphere
are exsential 10 survival of the planst; and

B thitre i3 Equity wnd socinl justice for all

brought about by the joant cfforis of the
ACE and the Mational Farmers Federa-
tion. This infleential alliance promises
to diy much i ensure a vital improve
ment in the condition of our &8 and a
substantia] reduction ol our land degra

T HE enomous upsurge of inferesi daiion problems

in the environment and in conser The third l_'!'-:'.:l suCcess was the re-
vition caught even the maost opi- cent Cabinet decision o retum 98% of
mistic of us by surprise in 1955, In the mining sone of the Kakadu Stape 111

From the
Director

with o "core stall” ¢ onsisting of o cam

mingn offscer, a branches/nciion group
co-ordinator and an adrmimisirator
membership officer. We will open a new
office in north Australia within the next
couple of years

The primary role of Council will be
10 |,||_-'-.|_-'||p polcy with the Execulve
assuming ultimate respoansibility for
managing the Foundation. Members,

F:n&.' awed by its pril:im: I.:II}' and

response o the growing ||ul1||:. CONCE
about such 155es a5 t_".ll':'-:ll [ :|'r||||||_|.'_..1r|l.!
opone depletion, the Foundation and our
fellow conservalionists in other Organi-
sations, conducied |II_|.'_rI| v effective
campaigns which resulted in remarkahble
membership growth and a noticeable
‘greening’ of Government, the media
and i|'.:_||_|hi'r:_.'

Three profoundly importanl suc-
cestas were achieved thas year

The bi-partisan support e iejecling
Australia’s signature o the Antarchc
minerals convention was the first, Our
long held dream of this great wildermness
becoming a World Park rather than
being commercially exploited 15 now a
possibility. The Hawke Government has
wecured strong support for the inibative
from France, Belgium and other nations
and next year may well see the start of
fresh negofiations 10 credlé 4 CORSErva-
tion accord to replace the failed mining
ane.

This result iz especially pleasing 1o
me because of my visit 1o Antarctca last
summer. Secing that contment was one

A e o

intructably opposed 1o its degradation.
The next conservation high point for
the year was the 5320 million commat-
ment to a national land management
program over the next decade, the centre
picce of the Federal Government's July
environment statement. The bi-partisan
support for this inibative was lorgely

arca o Kakado Mational Park and fo
initiate an inguiry into whether the re-
maining 2t should be mined. This has
been an enormowsly controversial siep,
bhut | am swre history will judge the
Hawke Government s decision well and
place it on par with the Fraser Govern-
ment’s wise decision not o allow ol
drilling on the Great Barriers Rect

I cannot ignore the extracrdinary
clection result in Tasmania where the
Gireen Independents achieved their oul-
standing goal of five seats and the bal-
ance of power in the Parliameni. Mo-one
can doubt that a new erd of environ-
mental enlightenment has followed: the
extension o the World Hentage Listing
of the forests of South-Wes! Tasmania is
tangible evidence ol this

[nside the Foundation things also
reflect the buoyant mosnd in the commu
nity. Ourmembership has rocketed and
will exceed 20,000 before the end of the
year, We should achieve a recruiting
tarpet of 7,000 new members, a 1
increase over last year

The Forwarnd Man, adopted by the

action groups and branches will have an
ncreased role n p-'-lu_:,- development
and in Ective campaigning They will be
full participants 1n &an EAnusad conlerence
ol the Foundation
The key fearure of the Forward Plan
i= & commitment o pro-active thinking:
{orward planning, not ‘hushifire |_||."|11-
g . This means we will be reaching out
Loy L EFCERS th the Auwstralian commar-
nity we hope 1o engage and influence.
i q"\l:;j_1.'||'_||q'. we will have rural liaison
officers in Vicltona and Western Ausira-
|La '-.l.-:_lrhni'._' with farmers and .:-.':-mplf-
mienting our work a3 national level with
the Mational Farmers Federation, an
Abori ginal consultant working with tra-
ditional land owning groups and 2 trade
wnion ligison officer working full time
an greening the union moverment.
We now have two full ame edoca-

tors working with teachers and children
with dramatic and heartening effect - on
environmental issues such as ozone
depletion, This is perhaps the most criti
cal of all the areas we ane working in
because it is the yumg P\.‘UT'I'R.' of Loy

- i I = o5 et ol 5

the history of ACF. It w '
Foundation to be even more effective in
advancing conservation issues in the
coming decades.

Under the Plan we will have new
programs hased around teams of cam-
paigners working in the key theme areas
of global change, biodiversity, sustan-
able futures and natural resources. Our
state offices will be properly resourced

i g :
sk of salving many of the problems
NOW CMHTEINE,

8o - the Foundation is alive and well
and bursting with talent and enthusiasm.
I am impaticnt (o see whal successcs
1900 will brimg.

Phillip Tayne

Inside ACF

B ACF Forward Plan
In July 1988 ACF began o planning
process o develop a Forward Plan o
Buide it wards the year 2020, The
process was completed in October 1989
with the adoption of the Plan by Council,
The Plan was developed from a series of
workshops for members and staff held in
Svdney, Brishane, Melbourne, Adelaide
and Perth in 1988 plus written submis-
sions from members, It includes a new
structure for ACF and a clearly defined
ggenda for the Foundation's environ-
ment progriam.
B ACF Enterprises
Sabes of merchandise increased through-
out |9EEE9, With improvements 1o the
warchouse and computer acilities in
late 1989 g well as the opening of retail
outlets, the capacity of ACF Enterprises
Pty Lad 1o fund the Foundation is ex-
pected to improve dramatically. The
Foundation's Bookelub is now also part
of ACF Enterprises Pty Lid,
B Administration
The workload of administration, recep-
ten, accounting and data entry staff
Increased in [98ERD becawse of heighl-
ened public interest in environmental
issues, plus computer and other techni-
cal difficultics, All administrative staff
Eave many hours of their own time (o
deal with the extra work. In March, the
ACF appointed its first Personnel Assis-
lant to develop o comprehensive human
Tesources policy for the Foundation.
% Equal Opportunity
& Affirmative Action
ouncil adopied a drafi policy express-
INg its opposition o discriminslion on
- basis of gender, race, age, disability,
religious beliefs, and marital or parental
talus, Council particularly encouraged
Women 1o stand for nomination for
clecied positions,

B Fundraising

All major fundraising events exceeded
their targets in 1988789 and the net in-
come of the fundraising department in-
creased substantially above budget
Compuier software was developed o
provide a detniled analysis of appeals
and fundraising activites and this re-
vealed that part of the substantial growth
of fundraising income was due (o the
expansion of ACF's supporier file.

® Industrial Agreement

An industrial agreement 1o cover work-
ing conditions and salaries of stafl is
being negotiated between ACF and the
Federated Clerks Union.

M Library &

Information Service - . :
Demand for information on environ- - |

mental issues from the general public,

schools and industry increased dramali- o g T ate
room for voluntsers. A Major pricory :
for 19940 will be 1o find expa space

for the Sydney office. -

cally during 1988/89.
® Publications "

® Membership & Branches

Membership numbers increased sub-

stantially in 1988/89 and this w:ls‘hmkad

he grecner political climate gen- .
:;;1 rif.v: in m]:g.ia and public concerm ﬁfm“mﬁ!lﬁﬂﬂ: L
about cnvironmentzl issuss, Member- 1989, ACF's natit
chip ot 31 October 1989 was 19,336, Magazine Hahﬁ i
Several new ACF Branches were gsiab-  circulation by &%, e
lished during the year and there are now improvements m‘ ared K
73 active branches around the country, . finued SUCCESS In ARGH
Increased involvement of branches and
action groups in ACF s aclivities isu fea-
ture of the new Forward Plan. !
@ National Conference g
ACF's conference at Sydney's Univer- ritish £
sity of Technology in October 1988 pre- e
sented a range of ideas about leading | FEDgN
Australia towards a sustainable future.
The conference established an impartant
precedent by acceping n:m!niw: AN
soFship from MUjor companies Sympa-
thetic o umnm_mmmmul CAUSE.

® New Buildin .
The Foundation’s me office will
move to  refurbished premises in the
innu::iq-iuhu;hufﬁmuymﬂmnﬂ#
1989, All staff will be accomodatzd in
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Campaigns

B Aboriginal Landcare
A national & borigemal Landcare consuil
B WAL ..,|!"':"-'\-|-":'.I._“-J in 1989 1o invalve
trachitional kand owners 1n land degrada
gion control programs and develop w ith
themm 11.1r':|-.:|":|-..‘rl programs that com
hine :Ell‘llll:"""'hll knowledge with sC1en-
tifec mcthods 1o profect '-""'1"-:"-9"'“"'! Spe
cies
B Antarctica
The ACF campaigned strongly against
the signing ol the Antarchc Minerals
Convention (CRAMRA )} durng the lasi
pwelve months and can claim signihcant
credit for the Austmaban Govemment &
mitiatives in both refusing to sign the
Convenhon amd m ...,'._I“'.I'I;C fior the whote
Antarctic continent 1o be declared o
Waorld Park. The threat to the Antarchc
acosvsiem from current development i
o Of-poing CONCETT
B Cape York Peninsula
ACF and Abonginal communiies pro-
mated the significance of the hodiver-
sity, wildemess and culiurad % alues of
the Peninsula’s Nabonal Estabe areas
Meanwhile the Queensland Govemn
ment targeted Cape York as an “Enter
prise fone”. The sustainable manage-
ment of the Cape will become one of the
Foundation’s major natural envinon-
ment Campsugns
B Commonwealth
Constitutional Reform
The Foundation lobbied for
comsnmtonal reform that would allow
the Commonwealth b0 over-nde state
povernments and corporations acting
apamst the natronal inferest. ALK also
mp:ll_"rb&lj I ERCOUrge the Commion
UI-'-E:.I.IIH LD LSE I8 Eh!h[ll!F L\."llt'-.li‘li.lllll.'l.‘ll
amndd |I_'_|:'_,1'I: POWETs [0 acl on issneEs af
climate chhngc‘ baodiversity, foresis
management and the management of the
oceans and coasial zones,

B Court Actions

ACF challenged a number of govern-
fen! decisons in staie and federal couris
in 1988/89. These included planning
approval for the Wilpena tourist devel-
opment 1n South Auwstralia®s Flinders
Ranges national park and the Federal
Minister of Resounces” role in issuing
wondchip export licences to Harris
Daishran for_their ansrations_in the
SOULheEssr foresis of NSW, The
30om 15 also prepanng acnon i the High
Cionert B0 tesi the constiutonal validiry of
the Coastal Waters State Powers AcL

B Education

The Viclorian Mimstry for Education
seconded a full ime teacher o ACF o
Eftlfage environmental education and
promole the Foundation's educations
resources in 1989, The proceeds of
ACF's Ozone Project Kit, now being
used by seventy percent of Awstralian
schools, allowed the Foundation to
employ uneducation officer. An Antarc-
tc education kit, Beyond the Frozen
Edge, a wopical rainforest kit, a video
Ifgﬂmﬁﬂﬂubbish.midlvﬂiﬂyufﬁm
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issues were

torium on further ive releases pending a
national public engquiry o estabhsh a
universal system of regulation.

B Greenhouse Effect

and Climate Change
ACF liaised with a range of organiza-
tons, both natcnally and imemation-
ally, on climate change. The Foundation
briefed both state and federal povern-
ment departments throughout the year.
ACF's policy proposals on energy effi-
ciency and the role of renewable energy
sources in ameliorating the greenhouse
effect have attracted significant atten-
tion.
B International Networking
ACF increased 15 international profile
govenment policy makers and enviro
menialisis i the
West Germany, Sweden, Morway, Swil
zerland, France and Great Britain on a
range of issues, These included paper
pulp mill pollution problems, acid rain,
energy policy for climate change, tropi-
cal forest destruction, Antarctica, Third
World development, the UN's
Brundtland Report, environmental poli-
tivs and intemational NGO cooperation.
This networking had a significant im-
pact on the development of the Founda-
tion"s policies and campaigns.
B Jervis Bay
The Department of Defence’s decision
to relocate its Australian
naval facilities to Jervis
Bay prompted the forma-
tiom of the Jervis Bay Pro-
tection Committes to save
the Bay from naval incur-
sions,  ACF became ac-
Lively involved with this
commillee and joined lo-
cal Abariginal groups in
establishing the National
Save Jervis Bay Cam-
paign which calls on the
Federal Government 1o
proclaim the threatened
arca as i national pads and
AT MEserve,
B Kakadu
Kakadu's World Heritage
wetlamds and the repion’s
general biodiversity and
culiural significance were
threatened this year by
pln_ms fiog am open cut gold
mune at Coronation Hill in
the Alligator River catch-
mentares, ACE can claim
some credit for the Goy-
emment’s decision o de-
lay mining at Coronation
Hill and 1w retum 984% of
the mining zone of
Kakadu Stage 11l to the National Park,
o Land

soviiel Linean, Japan,

tion 1o the land degradation component
of the Prume Minister's July Environ-
ment Statement. Ongoing research,
lobbying and communiry liaison is being
conducted at both state and national
levels by the Foundation's Land Degra-
dation Lnit,

® Mining

Many areas of natural and cultural sig-
nificance, including World Heritage ar-
eas and national parks, were threatened
duning the year by the mining indusiry.
Arcas of particular concemn 1o ACF in-
clude the Western Australia coast where
sand mining threatens fragile ecosys-
tems; Mcllwraith Range on Cape York,

where the Queensland Government |
Inp ilclEd FEmlores |.. --I'l\.'| 1

wi the PFrench Co

e JELF L

K hiding
Poulenc wants 1o establizh a mre earths

T Pany

processing |'|J.J|'|'. and -.1|:-1.|:3-.l'-.|' ol radiwm
WaklE h-_'. Llni:LZF!l "Jr'l_'“ 1[I_|l.,'l.,'[il_|2l'. 1Ll !w.;j_lll'll_"
aquifers and thorium waste by burial;
und Mt Lesueur, an area of intermational
bodanic significance in WA where CRA
plans to open cut coal and build a coal
fired power station. ACF was repre-
sented at the public hearings of the
ALP's Uranium Policy Review and
supponcd the Ruddall River Aboniginal
Eroups opposed 10 uranium mining.
B National Agenda
ACF's lobbying success over the past
year on issues like land degradation,
climate change, Antarctica, Tasmanian
Wilderness and Kakadu is o reflection of
the Foundation’s growing influence in
Canberra and its determination to work
with other organisations to ensure that
environmental concemns remain high on
the national agenda,
B Ozone Depletion
The Foundation worked throughout the
year 1o influence state and federy) poli-
cies on phasing out chlorofluorocarbons
and h“h.'" gases. Community education
was in impaniant part of this campaign,
The major political success was the
Aunsiralian and MNew Zealund Environ-
mient Council's agreement 1o g NEAr o]

cawmill iechnologies, inte gration of
cling and secondary paper mills and
w=winod Tibre |".I|'|"'II||' n} [NE!

ard
recy
the robe of o

chemical-free
fion refention wens examined

hiTdats uliwre and nabve
vegets : :
@ South East Forests

of NSW Campaign

.-\'[."F"“ Forest Achion Liroup challenged
the NSW Forestry Commission, Harms
Daishowa and the Federal Minister for
Resources s part of a nialional campaign
o save the southeasl forests of NSW
The Foundation, the Environmental
pefenders Officer and the Public Inter-
g1 Advocacy Centre mobilised Sydney
[awyers [0 gIve violuniary legal represen
I.L'I:|I.IIII im the Campalgn

@ Tasmanian Wilderness
(Fver GO0 hectares of wildermess
were nominated us an sddition o the
existing World Heritage Arca of
TS50 000 heciares Ln weslem Tasmania im
jgRg.  The Foundisihon and the Wilder-
nesa Sociely represented the envirom-
menl movemeni 10 negolialing the
boundares of the exiension with forest
indusmes, the trade unioens, Tasmanian
farmers and the State Governmeni.

B Trade Union Liaison

Many sectors of the trade union move-
peent showed imterest tn point action with
ACF in 198E/8Y9. These include ihe
ACTL, the Ausirlian Railways Union,
Metal Workers Union, Australian Fed-
eratcd Union of Locomofive FJI.FLHI:-
men, bullding industry unions, Water-
side Workers Federation, Australian
Clerical Officers Association and
Gippsland Trades and Labour Council
& mrade union linison officer was ap-
pointed in October to foster these rela-
ponships.

B Tropical Forests

A prant from World Wildlife Fund Aus-

iralia enabled ihe
Foundation 1o emplioy
i propect co-ordinator
o produce an educy
trom and wnd ormation
kit on preventing ihe
destruction of trogacal
lorests. This invelved
the Foundation in sn
cial as well as environ-
menial 1sswes relating
i |l'\-rl:"-'| ||'\."-'!|'J-.!Il.ll1
and the mghts of in
digenous
AT
and the
Foundation in work
ng (o save the Brazil
ian forests and estab-

|"\.".-|'\'|:' ]
assisted Suing

H+I||| oresl

lished o fund 1o 'rn_-!|,|
he people of Savan,
W dem Samoa Preserve LhiEir LFeKpuie al

I s s

® Very Fast Train

ALT and the Australian Railwavs Union
called on the Federal Governmen! 1o e

tahlish a full public enguiry into the eco-

noamue, salery, socil and environmental
issucs relating o the Very Fast Train
proposal

B Wildlife

The Foundstion campaigned for the
prokeciiomn of r:n-.‘..mp ered speecies wnder
threat Trom development and prmary in-
dustry im 19B&89, Species included
Leadbeater's Possum, the Long-footed
Potoroo, the Gouldian Finch, the
Hooded Parrot, Pig-nosed Turnle, Cal-
aby s Mouse and Kakado Dunnart. Ome
heanemng success for 19EY was the
i lusion of the more Chrange-bellied Par-
s brecding ground in the new Tas-
manian Wildemess World Herilage
nomination. On the other hand, the

hreeding

caves of the endangerad Cihost
Bar were s troved by '_‘:|I_|.\_l.--ll-\.\.|.\]_|'|.l
Cement Lid at Mt Eina, despite 8 cam
pangn by commatied ACF volunteers and

sEall o save Lhem

B World Heritage
In the LINESC)
added the Queensland Tropical Foresis

sl twelve mamithis

Lo nis World Herilage list, agresment was
redched on the extension o the
rranan World Heritage sres, and mining
would have threatened the
kakadu World Hemiape arca, was de
layed. The Foundation walched with
deep concern as the Queensland Gov-
emment fuled 1o co-operate with s
federil counterpant in developing an
effective managemen! strategy for the
World Henitage runforests.  ACF lob-
bied assertively for the nominaton of
Shark Bay, the Nullabor and the Austra-
lian Alps for furure Warld Hentage list-
ing.

IJ'H

which

Wictomriu:
Ballarat
M ulliem
Portlomd

Gippaland

State by State

B New South Wales
The national campaigns o save the
southeast forests and Jervis Bay were
pires in 1989 from the Founda-
on's Sydney office.  Other issues of
significance to ACF members in this
state include the privatisation of
heaches, subdivision of coastal lands,
the preservation of wetlands, the pro-
cale of National Park land, the
ur Tunnel, the monarail, pollution
E:.'Erumy's beaches and the associated
issue of waste disposal, and the canser-
vation of Sydney's Regent Theatre and
Paddy's Markel. :
® Northern 'I’Brrhnlgl
| degradation on :

opment and the proposed The
use of the chemical arbaricide in

land clearing until its toxicity is inde-
pendently tested and its environmental
"m-.-.:. H—‘--...-

sive recycling directary and worked
put the envis 1t high on the pols
wmmmmh




