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to these hours of panic. Afraid to renaj, THE ANGEL OF THE EARTHQUAKE 24
I o o all reserve o, ‘-‘-Iuj .' pohce—system was m process of being irrevoc-
nothing but the clutch of the giant fear (), ably doomed

wandered about the city. Some had lost (1. By seven oclock we began to have some

idea of the proportlonq of the catastrophe.
Certain of the suburbs, Newtown most notably,
had suffered terribly. | Petone was . sub-
merged The perplexed authorities reckoned
that there. Were ‘at least five thousand dead.
In one hotei two hundred persons had perished.
Confirmation of the news of the total wreck
of the Tootﬂaomba brought with it the certain-
' ndred ].lves lost there. All the

menfolk, and some men half unmanned strov,
miserably to pacify. The women,
“their enfranchisement and general confide,
looked to the men, and the men, during (),
worst hours, were themselves distranugh ,
city was full of human creatures that huddled
shrieking in corners or scurried across op:
‘spmces whlmpenng like' scared beast
v -hormr
' Th&stncken town lay utterly at the me:
these new terrors.  The police-force, sca
: imhe duting normal times, was foolishl;
mntnﬂw 1 saw a burly quaking «
ml&mnly arrest 'a drunken sailor ami
kjng"dust_ from a fallen building

us, and the \Wi,um,eered to stand by the house.
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CHAPTER IV,

In a world of this size, the downfall of
comparatively small city like Wellington would
seem to be a matter of slight moment : by
great issues spring from small causes, and (h
overthrow of Wellington stands for all tim:
one of the great events of human history. Thi
being so, I am impelled to tell the truth, how
ever briefly.

When I got back to town, the pani
largely subsided, but what remained
chaos. The very streets were strew:
dead. The looters, many of them unl
sailors who had deserted the drifting shi
the Harbour (but all were not sailors
kempt)—the looters, inflamed with st
liquor, were still beyond control. The n
ng's tale of savage murders so far known \
twelvel  Among the law-abiding popula
there was as yet no cohesion, no system
stant reports of gruesome outrages kept
heads of ‘households in their homes.
h“’_‘dyfﬁdl_resolute men met at nine o’cloc
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the wrecked Town Hall, and there the famo;s
Vigilance Corps was formed. I 'bad t £1:
fortune to be enrolled among the first, and

was sent with a squad to one of the shattel:"ed
hotels in Willis Street, It was heart-br_eakmg
work ; but in the course of the morning we
succeeded in rescuing a few injured folk. More
than thﬁt it was impossible to do at the outset :
but as new recruits came in the operations were
extended. Among the salvage by noon there
were already eight hundred corpses. Heavy
rain had set in again, and the fires had not

~spread. The looting remained virtually un-

checked ; but, beset as we were by grave
‘matters, that passed almost unheeded. Our
corps, now over five hundred strong, was
armed with revolvers ; but throughout that
.dread forenoon the revolvers were not used.
We received by wireless telegraph a good
many messages of condolence and promised
help; and we were informed at 11.30 that
Dunedin had proclaimed a day of humiliation
and prayer. There was a general grim laugh
at this news, the first laugh I had heard that
day.

A quiet, grey-eyed man had been working
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~outrages poured in op us, AL
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CHAPTER XI.
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