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The Voice of the Angry Dove

ON APRIL 15, in Hobart, anti-nuclear activists will carry
a plece of rope !f\l length of i Trident submarine to achieve
world disarmament. In other places, marchers will lie on the
ground with paper bags on their heads

- The fact that these symbalic actions are all that are proposed
indicates just how narrow the disarmament movements'
strategies have become, While they talk of building a broad
movement the options are steadily being eroded,

A broad perspective in fact requires an understanding of all

facets of oppression within the society, This is why First Strike
tries to 1nnFud_t-d1[aullloﬂ of a wide :3” of lnun.y

If you want to be involved in First Strike or the activities of
g AP, B et
- me be - at 7.30pm, inesday at the
-ﬁ?m oyed s Union, 01'St. Georges Road, Nth Fitzroy,
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| Councillor Duffy then continuegi

with the usual drivel that all this
anti-nuke stuff is naive, idealistic
etc, etc, and that she was proud
to have withstood the “emotive
1| standover tactics of PND".

PND Convencr Joe Camillerinot
| to be outdone indthe absurdity
stakes, was quoted as saying In
reply that a? the momentngND
was bm?r , but that it would
take a stand” with the
rebel councils after the raliy.
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The magistrate did not menti%"}
it but obvigusly his state g
el:nploymem was taken 1n

consideration.
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Long MarchTo

: irl 1ot have
that girls do not
Is it true that g b
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Compromise

Fear of foot-soreness has forced The other two proposals were a
'PND to abandon plans to march  march from the city to the US
to, from, or by the US Consulate,  consulate (St. Kilda PND) supported
Or so some would have us by the “Lefts” and the now (in)-
believe. The three month back- famous radial march proposal which
track, from firm commitment  was effectively a combromise position,
to absolved conscience, indicates When it came to the voting, of course,
much of the political nature of the US Consulate march was vehem-
FND, ently opposed by both those wanting
depoliticisation and those prepared to
At the November General Meeting, accept "compromise”. The few raised
PND resolved to march to or by the hands for the radial march, which at
US consulate and also an appropriate  last stood unopposed, Indicated the
Soviet establishment if available spontaneous support it had gathered.
(which it wasn’t). This reflected the
dominant feeling of the meeting Then, in the formation of the
‘that a more political stance was Committees for the march's arms, northward to opposite the Arts Centre
necessary. Even the PND Convenor, the south arm, coming from the US . accepted. To absolve the collective
Joe Camilleri, adamantly supported consulate and BP House, was effectively conscience of PND though, the
the proposition of politicisatian. ' sabotaged. The "apolitical™ or even meeting voted funds to MAU.‘(A and
“anti-political” elements that the local  FoE, marching from BP House and
In the light of this policy, three  groups are mostly composed of Wopmen for Survival marching from
proposals for the march route put to became in large part the membership the US Consulate, t
the December 14 rally general meeting of the Regional Rally Working Comm-
were significant. ittees, at least in the South and East. So  whence
The former fact meant that the
First, a march north from Queen majority of Southern Regional
Victoria Gardens was proposed by a Working Committee (SRWC) looked
conglomerate of members of local
groups in the eastern suburbs, This,
in fact, misses the US consulate
altogether, a fact well known to
supporters of the proposals who put it
forward as a deliberate attempt to
depoliticize the march. That it arase
indicates not pecessarily anything
about the support for nuclear dis-
armament among local group members
but that most of these members,
perhaps  especially in  the easu:rr;
suburbs, are not prepared to carry
the struggle for nuclear disarmament
beyond the measures that have been
used in the past. It is just a little
-!-'“Lrsn:\g o note that the supporters
of this motion resisted pressure 1o
fifﬂD it from those who feared that
"the left”, those who were committed
o the march’s paliticisation, would

for any excuse to abandon the US
consulate. They found it: length

A last ditch effort was made to get
a march going to the US Consulate
at the February Rally General Meeting
- it failed. Instead, the SRWC, against
PND policy, refused to take the march
up from the US consulate, proposing
that the starting point be moved

politicisation, the
fervent hope of a disappointed left

Jonathan Strauss
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: ' BEERI we might have
’ﬂ"‘."’ to pl'ﬂ‘dlc.t when I'II.IGIB-EI‘ that the U.S. would
ships are coming into Port Phillip the latest federal gove

out (drydocking is not £

'~ Bay. The State Government doesn't know o (drvdocking b nc

armament activity.

foot in it by supporting A.L.P. anti=nuclear

If only it was
ﬁ'i americans can't fail e
response of the Victorian dis
movement to nuclear vis
dismal, Since we w
opportunity to organise
against warships after the
US.S. Goldsborough in
has done virtually nothing

The rally then hac
hastily, after the
PND had strug
prevent any rally
Hiroshima Day. Th

~
student and local
Station Pier saw d
Ygoons” acting as
police, trying to halt tf
of the student march b
the police cordon on tf
is strange that the "go
that they were only
protesters from
Afterall, there are re
marines stood ready W
any protesters manage
board the Goldsb
sborough rally she

not then prepared
visits with any initiali

Now, with the vis
Whipple and Schoficld
exactly the same
response by PND, the
to action and the
lack of coherent
with the visiting warshif

The problems asst
warships issue have
by the (now

“anything about it, ever since Cain put his to the reputed heartlan

committee, But repressive legislation
(the Defence (Visiting Warships) bill
1982 has not yet been repealed),
ALP sellouts, lack of forewarning of
visits, and the problem of maintaining
action when ships are continually
visiting (are they? Or do they only
visit when alittle “gunboat diplomacy "
Is called for?) - are minor compared
with the problem of PND's political
priorities.

Victoria compares badly with the
record of disarmament activists in
Western Australia, where the technical
problems outlined above are comp-
ounded by the continuous invasion
of US forces,

It is obvious that a well thought out
and long-term strategy is called for and
perhaps even some of the “heavies”
realise this, However, the obligations
of religious observance and the lowest
common disarmament factor currently
take precedence over organised oppos-
ition to nuclear targets, nuclear
alllances and nuclear disarmament.

Sounding the Nuclear Alarm-
Alarmingly Silly,

The demanstration at Station Pier
was clearly envisaged as a run-up to
the April 15 Star Rally, This contrasts
to the strategies of other movements
(this even includes Tas. Wilderness),
who base their action on political
targets, and on drawing public attention
‘o them and reveals the relative
importance that PND places on the
actual manifestations of Australia’s
nuclear alliance, Apparently
"Sounding the alarm* on Station Pier
before an invading nuclear ship is
considered 3 runup to a few maore
people “sounding the alarm® oulside
the  Commanwealth Offices, Here,
even the rampant "symbolism" which
&rows out of NVDA* has been turned
into uaHg--buildmg for Palm Sunday

T ) E

Still, sounding the nuclear alarm
at Station Pier compares favourably
with the technigues employed at the
Watsonia Demonstration last year
Here “broadly-based non-violence'
extended to keeping off the road
{or was it the nature strip?) and
welcoming 'States are our Mates”
disrupters into the ranks.

The most militant aspect of the
Watsonia demonstration was a mass
civil disobedicnce action which had
caused great consternation at
organising group meetings, However,
on the day, the State in its tolerance

chose not to charge the 1,000 or so
“militants" when they pointed their
cameras which had no A in them
anyway, It was all a case of “ignored
publicity stuni which just about

describes the whole demonstration

By contrast, the “"Whipple" protest
was a more valuable exercise. Although
there was a scrious lack of arganisation
and nobody had mueh idea of what
1o do once people were confronted
by the warship and armed ame

marines and guns), the fact
that demonstrators actually marched
onta the ship is i ssive in today’s
climate, The protesters  actually
seemed angry and chanted the i-
american  slogans which the PND

leadership considers “premature’

Then again, the very fact that

. .And who's behind the placard?

the Victorian cops and the US
Navy allowed the “most militant”
section of the demonstration 1o
wander freely onto their ship says
a lot about what sort of threat the
movement poses lo the nuclear
armed facilitics of our “alljes",

~If PND had been capable of
organising an  effeciive . protest
various actions could have been
planned For example, the
whole demanstration could have
occupied the ship(s) , and effective
cket blocking the gangplank eould
ly have been organised.

Insicad, all the US was presented

with was a relatively trivial “nuclear
alurm*

PND has failed
. ‘creative protest
technique are no substitute for
litical organization? Or are we
scelng a very effective sabotage of
the  nuclear disarmament struggle
and of the long-term prospects for
"peace”™ by the neutralization of the
oppositional forces in society?

simply

*NVDA - Non-violent Direct Action

Tim Humphrey
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lass Politics and
ranium Mining

anti-uranium movement

d rapidly during the
It grew partly out
other environmental issues

the - still unresolved -
of nuclear wastes, partly
out of a growing awareness of

e health hazards associated
n the uranium industry,
partly because of the potentially
disastrous  accidents  nuclear
power plants can generate, and
more recently, because of a
greater understanding that plut-
onium produced in nuclear
power plants can be - and has
been used to make nuclear
weapons

Yet in  general, opposition to
uranium mining has remained
middleclass activity, Apart from the
involvement of a few unians, the issue
Hias never been taken up by the broad

mas of the working class in any
way,

substantive
,v Wﬁk this?  Despite i comp:

2 hydrogen hamb

wipe out as many factory workers as
social workers, but it is the latter
group and their ilk who seem most
concerned about uranium mining, the
stockpile of nuclear weapons, and so
on,

So let us look first at middle-class
activism. Unless we are prepared to
delve a little deeper, it is pointless
to say for instance that “throughout
the twentieth century, and even before,
certain sections of the middle-class
have shown a propensity to become
do-gooders.” This may be true, but
if so, why is it true?

| suggest it has developed out of a
particular type of socialisation, which
often included enough abstract/theor-

etical knowledge at a certain level to
prick the collective conscicice of this
group into “try 10 do something

about the ills of
in."

he world they live

But because they are in a relatively
comfortable economic position
because they do not perceive their
interests as  being diamctrically
opposed to the interests of the
ruling class  they honestly believe
they can get rid of all the nasty,
threatening, or dangerous elements
in socicty without changing the power
structure in any significant way

Starting Halfway Up the Tree

T'his is what | call “starting halfway
up the tree" - lopping the branches to
Iry to effect a cure when the tree is
diseased at its very roots, |t is perhaps
More than coincidental that middle-
:kas.s do-gonders, half-way up the
social scale, feel they can challenge

certain.  uncomforiable aspects
society from this intermediate p
Their starting point reflects
social position

It is also easy for critics
that the philosophy of non-
put into practice by anti-nuc
conservationists and others s
middle-class wank which cin  nev

be successful against the cconon
power of the ruling class. But unle:
we analyze and explain this statemcent
environmentalists  will  immedia
jump up and down with cries of '
about the Franklin Dam?"!

Well, what about the Franklin Dim

In actual fact, the proposed dam
created something of a schism between
powerful - state-owned  Hydro
ricity  Commission and  Big
Busingss,

The Franklin River

saved

Tasmanian MP's had been searching
the world for private corporations
willing to commit themselves to
establishing industries in Tasmania,
to avail themselves of cheap elect-
ricity. Yet, according to Barry Jones,
MHR, the one and only company
ready to give such an undertaking was
a book-binding firm!

THE MERCURY

FRANKLIN
SAVED IN
POWER
DECISION

Therefore, because private profits
would not be threatened by any
fallure to bulld the dam, virtually
no economic pressure was brought to
bear on the managers of the Aust-
ralian economy, ie. the Federal Govt.
Transnational  Corporations  were
simply not interested in the project,
hence from an economic viewpaint
the Franklin Dam could easlly turn
out to be a bigger white elephant
than the Ord River Scheme.

The Difference with Roxby.

However, the Roxby uranium mine
was in a different category altogether,
Here Big Business had its sights set on
millions - if not billions - of profit
dollars. It was naive indeed for
protestors to think they could make
any impression on the Roxby Manage-
ment by using the same passive
methods they had used in Tasmania,

Most of the demonstrators failed
to realize that this time, the material
interests of the capitalist class made
It imperative that the mining of
uranium should go ahead, They did
NOL seem to  understand that non.
violent tactics can and will be met
with violence if over they become 2
threat o profits, However, generally

non-violent strategies have been so
naive in application that they have
been treated with disdain.

It is very nice and self-virtuous
to believe oneself incapable of violence
but protestors who try to lay down
rules that the opposition can ignore
are out of their political depth,

After all, if Western Mining, British
Petroleum and the other Roxby
Downs partners believed in non-
violence, they would not be mining
uranium in the first place]

It is interesting to note that in
their pamphlet “Strategy Against
MNuclear Power", Friends of the
Earth (Canberra) still advocate that:

‘using the technigues of non-

violence action training - such as

reaching decisions by consensus

- has many advantages over other

technigues - such as voting,"

Though in many respects this
booklet is an improvement on FoE's
recent naivety - at least the major
power structures within capitalism are
being recognized again - nevertheless

CKE

20

Unionists

<

the (modified?) adherence to non-
violent  training and
decision-making indicate there s
still a long way to go. Consensus is
pushed as being non-hierarchical
whereby domination by
or single
But in practice, many of us have seen
meetings dominated by the organizers

consensus

mall groups
individuals is

avoided.

Anather criticism 1 have of this
type of decision-making is that
proposed actions are watered down
until they are acceptable to the most
conservative person, but FoE's booklet
carefully avoids any mention of such
criticism (which has often been
expressed). Strangely, it praises the
feminist movement for initiating this
type of decision-making at the very
time when the more progressive
womens groups are reverting to the
vote,

Experience has shown that strong
actions are dependent on decisons
which can be supported by strong
arguments, whereas the many comp-
romises required to reach consensus
can only result in weak action or no
action at all,

take part in anti-uranium demonstration in Brispane

Vi
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. . Thanks

on. They work
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by the ruling
t their “real

nt. Time spent
only ‘'to earn

diciment of the
italism - a

Rebel MP forces
Roxby Downs
bill through House

Needless to s this group
workers is hardly ly to join an
anti-uranium movement, Some of
them, in fact, have acted as provo
Cateurs at poast demonstrations

A Pessimistic Conclusion.

How then, van we put an end 1o
the mining and cxport of uranium in

there is nothing

Roxby guing ahead,
uranium mines are ik

a8 long as they are seen as pl
ventures.

In the present cconomic climale
the anti-uranivm o v lac
industrial muscle, and ma rkin,
class commitmoent is negligible, Un
workers  pere that it is in |
own interests 1o leave uranium in
ground, they will continue o minc il

1

The one ray of hope on the horiz
Is that nuclear power-plants may pre
to be uneconomic. There are alrcady
grave doubts about their long
profitability, since they are ext
costly te build and main
they have a very short life-span of only
Lwenty or so years.

Yet the Internal dynimics of
capltalism are such thai the drive
lowards capturing and using energy
nust  go  on regardluss  Without

amounts of eneryy apitalism
Il in a heap. No doinli [nvestors
ve that ultimately, the wonsumers
pay as they have in the past, But
would mean a reduction in living
irds of the populace, which in
uld precipitate anvther crlsis

u capitalism.

I'he contradictions within the
capitalist system are increasing and
yming more and more dilficult to
ve. In the meantime, the capitalist
' will not even consider putting an
vl to uranium minin ce energy
huis become its very life blood - unless
we can come up with an alternative
af an rgy source that is

heaper and more reliable.

Ihe other alternative, of course,

revolution, but that would seem to

the futurc. However, with

ses of capitalism growing greater

i closer together, it is quite con-

ceivable that masses of people could

be catapulted into radical politics

aclion much sooner than scems likely
at the present time,

Neile McLaren




% Women and the Distribution of Wealih

CAPITALISM AND THE
DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH

Belinda Probert was quite scathing
about the difference between the
Han{aw of capitalism, with its princ-
iple of equality, and the facr of
«capitallsm, which relies on inequality
for its very existence.

She remarked briefly on the way
capltalism affects womens position
in the pald and unpaid labor force,
Because men and women do not enter
the labor market on an equal footing,
women will always be disadvantaged
while the capitalist system exists.
Gender e_quallty Pre-supposes the end

of capitalism

| agree that the abilit,

! y ol the state
to improve the condition of women is
limited - the state wil always be

?';isgla.med by the resistance of private

A_I!h‘uugh Belinda is hcrseif an
academic, she was not too complim-
entary about the “academic marxism"

which flourished in the sev
saw this as separate fror
ary in importance to, th
movement.

Alternatively, | scnsed ar
lying criticism of those [
naively believe they c
capital from installing
technological equipment
very nature of capitalism tc
its technology, for how
investment capital be used
fan it improve its positic
rivals?

Belinda was critical ab
women shc called “‘femocr
think they can make a contri
the womens mavement |
“feminist opportunists” L
careers. Such women d
help the womens moveme
since they are willing
mans world without trying
It

I am however, critical
claim that all ather politica
inte insignificance against tf
nuclear war. She should rea
is often by getting involved
ISsues that people become
They may then tak
disarmament issue and try
the movement, if it still e
my view, PND is in dani
into apolitical oblivion

Belinda finished on 4
remarking that she was
exchange her role in the v
“the pitter-patter of
dictions".

The Sexual Division of Labor.

Pat Gowland claimed Marxist/
Feminists have had to broaden their
perspective from the traditional Marx-
ist ling, to encompass both unpaid
home labor and emotional labor as
work. Having defined it, it is necessary
1o look at the relationaship between
the sexual division of labor and capit-
alism.

According to Pat, there are three
main streams of socialist/feminist
thought regarding this relationship
which are quite diverse:

1. The first stream claims that capit-
alism determines the form of the
sexual division of labor — if capitalism
is overthrown, gender equality will
automatically follow.

2. The second stream adheres to the
‘dual systems model” — that capitalism
and patriarchy are two separaie
systems. One group of women work
for the capitalists, another group
works aL home for men. This stream
does not seem to come to grips with
the linkages between the two.,

3. The third stream believes that
the sexual division of labor cannot be
separated from the total sacial system.

Pat went on to say that there have
be_!_n many changes in the sexual
]d:mlun of labor in the past decade,

* lthas been reconstituted in a different

~Way.Consequently, women's oppres-
i 15 now less visible,

e content of this talk was okay.
_unfortunately many  womicn
o lose concentration since
fation was not the best,

THE WAGES GAP

Jenny Macklin spoke mainly about
money. She used diagrams and tables to
illustrate her points, and managed to
hold her audience for the fairly short
duration of her talk.

She started off with the wage-fixing
system - in 1912 mens’ work was
clearly distinguished from womens'
waork, hence women became a source
of cheap labor without threatening
the jobs of the men, which were in the
more interesting areas. At that time
the minimum wage for a female was
set at 54% of the malc"wage.

During the second world war, many
wemen took aver mens' jobs, but still
earned only 75% of the male wage. It
was not until the mid=seventies that
equal pay for women became a theor-
etical fact.

But egual pay has existed since
then only in theory. Many devices
have been used to ensure it does not
become a practical fact. For instance,
a man and woman may be doing
exactly the same job, but frequently
the male’s job will be re<classified
with a higher grade.

Jenny had statistics ¢
the posi
was actually wors
been in 1980/81. this
part-time work was ma
into full-time employment
of part-time workers are women

The values of our so
clearly reflected by av
Men are offered overtime
male bosses as ama
women are seldom of
is always assumed wor
home to the family. Hence
more than five times the ar
overtime than women earn

by

Another point - women are
quently employed in industries s
are trying to compete with a
imports such as the textile and
clothing industries, This means they
are often faced with little chance of
improving their position - since the
threat of closure of the factory can
be held over their heads.

All in all, the economic position
for women does not seem too bright
if we just go on as we have been.

Unfortunatley, because this plenary
session started very late, there was not
enqugh time left for questions

-



REPRODUCTIVE
TECHNOLOGY

The workshop on feminist ideology
and reproduction technology  was
Extremely interesting and informative.
In fact, so much interest and enthus-
iasm was generated by the discussion
that moves have been made 1o continue
Meeting, so that women can work

issucs raised by

through many of the i

.glg in vitro fertilization program

~ which have, up to now, been discussed
very little,

Reproductive technology involves
not only the n vitro program alone.
1t may involve methods of contra- «
Ception, treatment of vaginal infect.
io Ppelvic inflammatory disease,

ent of menstruation ang men-

e ancy and childbirth,
ramifications of the
rtilization Program and its
were felt to be an
Breater discussion

Ortant paints
Op was that

itment of
oblem

are

provided to the same extent t
igate causes or real cures
problem, usually some tuba
which has often caused mar
considerable pain, discom
anxiely over many years, Th
profession effectively igr
problems. Why we may well :

One other major con
15 the reasons given by ma
about the nced supposedly
by the program. For man
women involved, the desire
baby is overwhelming. Not
this shed light on ideol:
orly being fulfilled by child
motherhood ie. a woman wi
do this is lacking in some
obiject of pity, but also rai
of children as property. |
Couples must have their
ren, who belong to them
with them in a happily
nuclear family,

The workshop was extre!
attended, and well prescnl
MacKenzie, Although large
within the group progresse
Was certainly an area femin
develop ideas upon, and |
workshop will generate
discussion.

i-Plenary on The Accord

Pha was the first speaker. She claimed that if the ALP refuses to
.mrl: strongly against the pursue the interests of the w:?rkmg
hich she said represented class, in thg long term the “Sacial
llaboration. It is a rejection of contract’” will be broken. This will
T 'sti*uggle, a4 pretence that pave the way for an even more rlg.ht-
and. capttal have common wing gqvernmcnt, if such a thing can
. In fact workers have agreed  be imagined!

defend themselves,

e Accord is based on a number
false assumptions - that wage
ases cause unemployment ( not
that they eat into profits) - that profits
need to increase vis-a-vis wages - that
labor and capital have common
interests.

It abandons the stated objective of
the ACTU - the social ownership of
raduction. The ACTU policy of 1981 § )
Eal!ed for price control, the Accord Linda Rufsenslem spoke If-zsl. Her
calls for price surveillance. It is design~ union, the Liguor Trades Union, had
od to restor profitability, it under- voted in favour of the ‘Accord, which
mines the centralised system of she referred to as a ‘Statement of
wage-fixing with flow-on. Its purp- Economic  Policy”. She sees that
orted attempt to control Transnational Aword.as 4 strategic approach (o
Corporations is clearly ridiculous - economie problems,
purely bait to pull in the rebel unions, hh Al
ceording to Linda, there are other
Megan Delahunt from the Vehicle i it &
Builders Union spoke next, and she g;}ﬁg'm:h ﬁ,s?i:‘:raierr_eng :a::
as ust as strongly againgt the Acord, e R worthwhile. However
m:: ;:‘:1;:’_;‘:? ?ﬁ:“:\.‘:\:ﬁi”g‘:;:: Anna had_ pointed out that the Accord
i i 0 »
:n\;"::ar::?s of iain g Paty value in order 1o #et the thing accepr-
z ed.
She noted that th i i r -
voted furwmehanuiﬁu::gmﬁ::;:h vinda claimed that women wil
themselves with strange bedfellows - fare out if the Accord fails, that a
like NCC unions and so on She mage  S0/I0Ctive rather than a “free.for.all”
the point that the onpy real guarantees :;fr?u arci:e:wli]ehﬂi:fjumrh‘?;o"mﬂ e "gl
in A A ; 15 an unsub-
et vges will be Stantiated argument, for clearly the
i Accord prevents any move by women
i for the fact (rather than the pretense)
B By csttrol prices me: of equal pay, among other things,

Also, since all the delegates ta the
(e ccord .
COUntry ang bringing them Accord were male, the womens case

Was not put by women. If it was put
ﬁ old products atall, it was put by men,

Linda's drguments were weak by
how  the BI‘.r'll'ih comparism with the other wo speak-
ent  adopted right-  ers, Perhaps she sensed she had ,

, how the people  hostile audience, or perhaps there were

and how they just not any valid ar,
BUments in fav
45 an alternative, of the Accord, ‘ g

WOMEN ARE UNEMPL¢ YED!

The Unemplo ed Worker
Womens Caucus helg three
during the conferen e, but
SOMe criticism insofa
labelled only Topic 1
Topic 3 on the Program put put
SF Womens Collecyj instead of
being given an explanatory title

Unioy
vorkshar
therg

the

At the first workshop Chris spoke
about harassment by the state and thq
dependant status of w nen. Strategie
include counter-harassment of s
Field Officers, and a longer term
broadbased campaign for Independant
Status for women,

The second waorkshop was main
about the necessity of a union for
unemployed workers and  for a
womens caucus within it. The categor-
isation of women is seen as a divisive
tactic that tends 1o marginalise
demands (eg. supporting parent,
disabled, unpaid domestic labor).

The third workshop was very well
attended, and generated lots  of
discussion. To that point, it was the
best workshop | had attended, in
terms of differences of opinion and
solid debate. The subject was,
“Unemployment is Not a Welfare
Issue’ - meaning it is a political
issue.

Lyndall put her points clearly,
but some of the welfare workers
etc. felt themselves to be personally
under attack. [odie then talked
a bit about sheltered workshaops,
and I'm sure that most people there
had not realized just what sweat-
shops they were.

However, 1 think this tended to
dampen down the argument, though

it Ot going later. A fourth workshop
would have been better.

Lyndall expressed Surprise that the
Social Security  Act has  been
permanently exempted from the Anti.
Discrimination Legislation. Byt the
State is not always an ass - if they had
not taken such 3 “Precaution”, the
way would be wide open for women
Lo demand their rights - Independant
Status for all women -
benefits paid 1o i women not in the
paid workforce . Can You imagine j¢?



session of all.
: on the last ten
- Wument. Lyn
the cantinuing struggle for
Chery! Buchanan spoke of
inal struggle for identity
§ rights, and finally Sue
s spoke on organization for

ss3 Wheelahan was a very art-
e and forceful speaker. Du‘ring
|ate 60’ and early 70's millions
affected by the Womens Move-
It was a time of intense
on and debate. Since then,
has been an offensive by the
In the early years, the movement
asked to take a stand on other
and broader conflicts. Leesa
that nowadays women
1o the streets, to take up issues
employment, wages and to take
the fight against the Accord.
Nomen need to organise both in and
across unions,

_Lyn Beaton, at the Working
Women's Centre, discussed the history
of the equal pay fight. As was so
adequately revealed during the conf-
erence, women are still paid less than
men. Lyn argued that to rectify this
situation, a campaign needs to be
waged for the achievement of “comp-
arable work” as a guideline for wage
fixation. Such a precedent has been set
n the United States where clerical
workers won a 35% wage rise byhaving
their wage set to that of truck drivers -
on the basis of comparable worth,
Lyn argued that the capitalist state
fhas been forced by the pressure of the
Wwomens movement to

fize discrimination

what we have to
them o act on it

publicly recog.
against women -
do now is force

Cheryl Buchanan Was not original|
Proposed as 2 speaker for this plgenzn;‘.
However,  gpe approached the
and was allowed ten minutes.
spoke on aboriging| identity and
fand was stolen

ation and Strafegy

le consider that a state of war
m. The system has created ‘1117
greatest  divisions wiﬂ-lm_abu?ngma
society - Koories are flghflng ‘bo
break those divisions, to identify
as aboriginal and unite as one comm-
unity. Aboriginal women are cont-
inually frustrated, ﬂje struggle for
day-to-day survival is so enormous
that involvement in broader issues
bocomes a luxury that often cannot
be afforded. Cheryl also madc_ the
observation that capitalism is Itke a
creature from a horror movie - you
cut off one arm, one evil, and another
greater takes its place.

Then Sue Jackson spoke un
Organization for the B80%. The
organizing collcctive wanted to have
more than just an ordinary conference,
to not only look at where we are now,
but where to go from here. It would
be a pity of we didn't move some way
forward. The womens movement has
been characterized over recent years
by a lack of a clear voice or political
clout. We have learnt that there are
no contradictions belween women as
women, and women as workers,

that there are no issues that

dre womens issues in isolation. Sue put
forward the suggestion thal vul of this
conference we set up a womens union,
based on  a socialist-leminist
perspective - not an industrial union
but 3 a model, not to deal with
industrial areas exclusively, but all
areas of concern. We should recognize
that demands made on the state have
obscured the fact that capitalism is
the problem. We need 1o contrast the
development towards the socialization
of the costs of production and the

Privatization of the products  of

prnductmn which is happening. Sue's

ideas were taken up in a workshop

later in the afterncon where a large

number of women discussed  the

PUrpese of such a union, what structure

L ould take, actions, strategies that it
These are heing

the POSL-canference
newsletter, and further meetings,

CONCLUSION

Qverall, the conference pr
a welcomed opportunity
women to come togethe;
discuss issues relevant
socialist-feminist perspectiv
hoped that, unlike many
events, concrete plans and
egies will be developed, and
ongoing discussions, forum
organisation initiated

Like many activities of
nature the conference wa
without faults or prot
Some were organizationa
as seating or catering,
starts and administrative
Others were of a more
mental nature. It was felt
workshops were often tc
to facilitate adequate dis
and despite the provisior
made for workshops
into smaller groups a
speaker had finished
happened. Often, sp
although interesting, w
too long, limiting
time. Overall, many
that too little attenti
to the differences in p
or strategy, and that no
argument or thrashing
issues took place. Many
felt dissapponted 1
conference. It did not li
their expectations - ther
enough gquestioning
Socialist-feminism is 2

However some thu
come out of the confere
carnpaign for egual rig!
been renewed, moves ha
to organize a wom
further meetings
arranged on the issues
ductive technology. Th
ence may not have liv¢
many expectations,
things did come a
result, and something
than nothing.

An  educational  program,
based on the idea of convincing
everyone about the ills of nuclear
weapons, and therefore ending
Australia's part in the arms race,
won't win disarmament. Surely
even the world leaders like
Reagan and Chernenko realise
how destructive this weaponry is,
otherwise they wouldn’t be
building it! So we can’t reduce
the reasons for the arms race to
being the megalomania of a few
misquided individuals. Instead
we can look at the mass of
people who have the interest and
ability to stop it.

So the question of whe can stop
the bomb is unswered when you ask
Whu has the power 10 do this. The
Working class produces the wealth
that the sysiem s based an; 0t
Produces the profits the ruling cl

Ies on 1o carry oul the
W Warkers around the world refused
19 Cooperate in ghe production of
4Mms there would be no bombs, This
can be mcn historically in the succ
king class peace movements,

Russia the warkers' revol.
Russia out of he war,

I 1919 it was qhe
Who forced the Kaiser
m World War One.

ass
d4rms race.

Until recently PND  has  done
little to involve working
the peace movement. The ir
of their involvement can be scen if you
Inuk back to the heyda Ppo:
ter uranium mining, Then, there were
workers taking indusirial aclion to
stop the shipment and
wranium, And, no m.atice
peace  movement s, will

wlling of
g this

3 large

numibers of workers in it, this sort of
dction™tan never happen.. W s are
mn . position  to boycott any work
connecled with nuclear weapans, and
this strength needs to be built (pon.
PNDY has formed a workplac aroup to
start trying to bring workers adtively
intu the peace movement.

Lw1’s look at the progress of the
group so lar. The committee has heen
made up mainly of paid officials from
varinus - unions, like the Plumbers,

I.iquon Trades, Railways and Primary
Teachers. PND has also appointed an

ollicial from the Metalworkers' to act
a5 s trade union co-ordinator, Until
the third mecting much of  the
organising  has  been done through
these afficials, They were going to
unions

to gel their oificial support
amd then send leaflets out 1o all
members of the union. Seme job site
mectings have been discussed.  Bill
Davies of the Plumbers and G isfitter
has been trying to arrange mcetings
at_the Rialto building site. But the
officials  have resisted the idea of
aclivists from the movement going and

talking to workers on the job
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it's much more

Al be ready to do things
3 ﬂ;‘:,, relying on a leaflet sent

union  office. We'll be
leaflet to he handed out

a1 workplaces. Often when you're
 handing out leaflets to people outside
their wark you can talk to them and
‘through this contact get them organ-

ising PND
leaflet will

activities at work. The
include things people can

do at work; sometimes even wearing
& badge can ferret out people who

agree ahout

disarmament and this can

build the basis for a workplace group.
As well, if you're leafletting you can
arrange to have a meeting inside the
building. This is the sort of work
~which needs to be done to begin
- drawing working people into the peace

ment.

- When workers are chucked on the
scrap heap by their bosses, their kids
can't get decent education, and they
can't afford health care, they start 1o

Acti
Calendar

PND RALLY

qual P

guestion the sys
don't fall automat
So socialists in the
need to link up
attacks on welfare
disarmament. We ne
workers' stru
and make the a
link the arms race
struggles.

It was workers
which kept uranium
of the papers,
demos than PNI
over the USS Ge
strikes in the p
that this can be done

Of course makir
going 1o be easy, B
for disarmament
working class has t
out the US bases,
build demos of 10(
challenge the syster
these arms. Only
working class car
darms race

from the SF
ce meeting
ay for
About 2pm-
ed women

Goes
To
Hollywood

FILM REVIEW: SILKWOOD

What has the Watergate scandal got to
do with a young woman factory
worker in Oklahoma City? The phone-
tapping affair that felled a President
{so that we are left with justice the
American way) also led, to the death
of Karen Silkwood. Karen had used
her phone to arrange to meet with her
union members and the press to
present some documents. She never
got to that meeting.

The Hollywood version of Silkwood
ignored many facts and misrepresented
others. This is to be expected. What is
important is that the film ends on such
a note that compels others to find out
more information. The film deals

wfﬂ_t he politicizing experience of
Karen Silkwood which many of the
audis €an identify with and thus
may start them questioning,

The film was lacking in such areas as
not showing that 73 other workers
were contaminated at the time, that
there were other workers who were
aware of what was happening to them
as well. Hollywood movies do tend to
focus on stars: one-person-heroes. As
well the film missed out on showing
un:lion activities such as strikes and
pl_ckel.s at the plutonium plant, It also
misrepresented the fact that the plant
was closed down a year after Karen's
death. The Cimarron plutonium plant
where Karen worked, was closed for a
few months for cleaning up purposes.

It helps to know some of the back
ground information before seeing the
film. Karen Silkwood was an active
union member who was murdered for
knowing too much. She was worried
about the health and safety of workers
and wanted to expose Kerr-McGee
corporation for gross negligence,
spillages, leakages, accidents and
deliberate cover-ups at the plutonium
plant

Karen Silkwood took on the Kerr-
McGee Corporation. The Corporati
by the 70's owned % of all known
uranium reserves in the US and was
the biggest uranium producer in the
country. In the year that Karen wa
murdered, the corporation made
$116 m.profit. They paid Navajo
Indians 90cents an hour for mining
uranium. Karen couldn't fight the
multi-national corporation and all
the state machinery which propped
it up and that has vested interests
without paying the price for it.

After Karen’s death, the charge of
conspiracy brought against KMC
and the FBI in depriving Karen of
her rights (bugging of her phone and
apartment, harassment because of
union activities) was booted out by
courts. This smart move preserve
silente around the involvement of
multi-national corporations such as
KMC, of the CIA, FBI, NSA and othe
insidious machinery of the state. The
Silkwood estate won in a
case against the Corporat
justice is not done.

While Karen was murdered for
activities, other wor
still dying as violently fr

amination in industries suc

uranium, asbestos
also die just

the pla
death, others st

Despite the shortcor
it is still v

money
exploitative

the big bu



| came out of the theatre visibly
shaken. Yes, this was the latest nuclear
war film from America (“A Day
After” clone in fact), but it was then
that the full impact of what 1'd been
watching hit me.

Since seeing ' Testament™ 1've

Started doubting the viability of the
world in general, and American people
in particular.

1f audiences are flocking 1o see

“The Day After” and “Testamen™
there is something grievously wrong,
And if committed anti-nuclear activists
are actually liking and approving of
such soppy shit, worse is 10 come.

V'm not complaining about the
rlmm movie. “Testament” is a well-

F

e

Like “The Day After” (and the
sequels which will come) itis a
disaster movie. |t uses a plausible
disaster: nuclear war, and makes an
entertaining story ahout how the cast
(all fine upstanding no-looting-no-
panic white middic americans) bravely
attempt {and succeed) in surviving it.
The widely acclaimed anti-nuke
message is presumably in showing
how bad surviving (and dying) in
World War 3 would be,

Well thanks a lot, Its good 1o
get such a timely advice from Para-
mount pictures. | suppose no one had
ever noticed Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
and that nebody (in America at least)
has glimpsed how pretty disastrous
even goadold conventional war can
be, as shown on the idiot box cour-
tesy of Vietnam, E| Salvador, Lebanon,
Angola, Grenada, Northern Ireland,
Afghanistan, exc, etc, etc.

And considerirg how wel| thel
movie was received at our scref
by the PND-CICD officialdoj
the fact must be that all the
the streets with anti-nuke bai
simply afraid of the Kellogs ang
Credit Card Services being disH

Well, then | suppose it's goodd
that Hollywood is finally goi
show them why they should @
protesting: nuclear war is bad?
world!

After that major discovery (it}
$7.00, no concession) some pi
may then want to ask how W&
this coming nuclear holocausB

Well, the film didn’t show thal
then it didn't even show wher
bombs came from (supcrpuw_
has them (them], that an ants
movement in fact exists
what the actual symptoms off§
poisoning are (extremely mess)

What the film does show, asd
clear in “The Day After"”, is'H
nuclear war is survivable, and
bit of enterprise, faith in gad
local government assistance S8
suburban communities may BS
through!

Bui the PND officialdom wilk
say that any sort of statemef
nuclear war is good, as lots O
will see it, realise how h;uf thi
be (and are) and soon we hal
of activists. Of course they 198
even bloody pnr\r.wrnl.umns
know how bad war is_ and I:W'
working people are l(lH-\ILIlr
stupid than PND and Param .
think. Maybe morc activisis
appear if PND sl pped appl
commercial disaster movies B8
offer us no new facts, and bej
working on a real stralegy 1
of the nukes,

Manrico Moro






