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PREFACE

This pamphlet was originally published as
‘Anarchism and Anarcho-Syndicalism in Australia
Today' in April 1986. Although it was written and
published by members of the Melbourne group of
the Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation, it was not an
official ASF publication. In the same year, it was
reprinted in serial form by Black Flag magazine in
London and as a pamphlet by the Workers Solidarity
Movement in Ireland. It was also translated into
Spanish and appeared in CNT magazine. This second
edition has been updated to take into account the last
ten years. :

INTRODUCTION

This pamphlet is intended as a means of
stimulating some much needed debate in the
- Australian anarchist movement with regards to the

questions “What is Anarchism?” and “What is
Anarcho-syndicalism?” It is also seen as a means of
dispelling certain misconceptions about anarchism
and anarcho-syndicalism which are currying favour
in the broader anarchist movement. This debate is
vital to the development of anarchism in Australia, It
18 not attempting to draw lines or write people
Off—this is a debate of ideas. What is sought here is

basis for taking action together to bring about
what we want—an anarchist society.
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During the course of discussion from which this
pamphlet grew, it appears that the pressing issues
confronting us are the following: Power and class
analysis; non-violence and direct action; organisation
and the individual; internal and external
confrontation and education, organisation and
action. Further, it seems there is widespread
misunderstanding about anarcho-syndicalism in
Australia. Briefly, that anarcho-syndicalism is
irrelevant, that it ignores or has ignored questions
relating to gender politics and ecology, and that
anarcho-syndicalist organisation is only a shade away
from some sort of leftist vanguard party. Others
believe that anarcho-syndicalism is concerned only
with the workplace and that class issues are the only
issues of any relevancy. These misconceptions are not
just confined to the broader anarchist movement.
There are currents in the anarcho-syndicalist
movement who labour under such confusions.
Because of this, a definition of anarcho-
syndicalism in the context of anarchism is needed.
Anarcho-syndicalism is an anarchist strategy for
bringing anarchist ideas, organisation and social
relations to the workplace and the community
through the formation of industrial associations and
local community groups on the basis of federation
and equal decision-making. It is hoped that this
pamphlet brings into focus more clearly the nature of
anarchism and anarcho-syndicalism.
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PACIFISM

Many anarchists assert that anarchism i
essentially pacifist that ‘to reject pacifism is‘ to [1,&
involved with violence, and violence is the tool of t?E
state’. This idea is particularly popular amonc:;
anarchists involved in the struggle to defend the
environment. According to the dictionary definition
one is a pacifist if one believes it is desirable and
possible to settle disputes by peaceful means.
However, this is contingent upon both parties
agreeing to do so! Unless we can imagine some mass
laying down of arms, a defection from the ranks of
power (history convinces us this is highly unlikely)
. how do we achieve the desired anarchist society?

~ The view of pacifism as a strict moral rejection of
violence is the prerogative of those in a relatively
passive (peaceful?) country, where the violence of
the state is not experienced by most people. This type
of moralist pacifism can also be seen as fear of strong
emotions such as anger, passion and the desire to
resist the violence of others. These moral
justifications of pacifism are not so easy for those
who are the victims of the arbitrary violence of the
pohce, }:he state and the factory owners—workers in
industrial accidents, squatters harassed and beaten by
tl'}e police, the harassment and arrest of workers on
picket lines and indigenous Australians who have
experienced the attempted genocide of their people.

Non-vmlent resistance is a tactic of direct action
and has, as Gandhi stated, more to do with war than
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with peace. Implicit in non-violent direct action is
the threat of escalation. Thus, if the general strike,
the closing of the shops, civil disobedience and
sabotage do not work, and if the army threatens or
commits violence, do we all go home, back to work,
to school, to prison, and wait until we can fulfill our
desires peacefully?

Rather than use violence, a word used by the
state and the media to discredit our actions, these
activities are better described as resistance, direct
action, and self-defence. Anarchists have always
taken and maintained the right to defend themselves
against attacks. :

INDIVIDUALISM—ANARCHY MEANS DOING
WHAT YOU WANT.

One characteristic of the anarchist ‘movement’ in
Australia is tendencies toward an individualist view
of anarchism and individualist behaviour. This seems
to take two main forms.

First is the view that “anarchy means doing
whatever you like”, or it means the individual liberty
to be spontaneously self-expressive. This is running
the risk of two things—being individually
irresponsible (violating another’s rights) and
imagining that anarchy is what you make it. Anarchy
entails equal rights and equal responsibilities and not
the individual liberty to act arbitrarily. Anarchy is a
form of social organization which implies that
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individuals govern themselves, that is, that
accept within themselves their personall’ anczii -thvv}l
rights and responsibilities. In this sense it do N‘ma!
mean total freedom, but an individual and ccﬂ-lcefitl'u-jt
~awareness Of what freedoms are possible. To tatijw\ :
belief in individual liberty to its logical conclusio 2
to say that everyone has the right to do as thef wirll?
This is the justification right-wing libertarians
(spmetlmgs known as ‘pan-anarchists’) use for 3
laissez-faire economy and minimal governmer;t
interference in people’s lives. This is not anarchy as
anarcho-syndicalists understand it. Anarchy isynoLt
what you or I individually make it, but what we
i:}c:llectlvely' make it. Thus decisions are made
: rough dlSC.l.lS.SiOI'l, negotiation, and mutual
rﬁ::rgent_. This is not to say that anarchy is a set of
i ime?ml‘; 13 it to say that anarchy implies collective
. tﬁ Aa on. It implies an awareness of self and
ers. An awareness of who makes the mess, and
who does the cleaning up. .
WhoTrl;llz sicac:rnd position seems to be from people
i the.gr —E an understanding of anarchist history
o seem}; -but are reluctant to work with others.
o In par’t, to come from a desire to keep
el puri and ‘unsullied’. Therefore a
confrontation:vor dm groups in case this means the
i » and at times compromises, of group
i practices challenging their positions, or
% ) the;fa lcégasl or their bodies on the line.
vl ghe Ft,ye l:enfd to work in only ones or
pe of action they can take. For

r
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example, producing newspapers and journals.
Behind this type of individualist anarchism are
assumptions similar to the “doing what you want”
individualists, that if enough people “change their
heads” then society will change. These assumptions
do not take into account the real interests that are
threatened by anarchism or provide a mechanism by
which these changes occur. That mechanism is
struggle. People change through the struggle to
change society.

Anarchism is a form of socialism that has the
same roots in the early labour movement and
utopian socialist thought as do state socialism and
communism, trade unionism, social democracy, and
revolutionary syndicalism. What has been important
has been the similarities (class analysis and the
struggle of working people) and the differences
(power analysis and the rejection of the state).
Anarchism is not a brand of individual belief or a
mere set of ideas. It has been sustained and
developed by the thinking and action (praxis) of
groups and federations of anarchists.

POWER ANALYSIS

Many anarchists now believe that class analysis is
no longer relevant and a pure power analysis 15
sufficient to explain the forms of exploitation and
domination we experience today. Power apalyen_s
suggests that it is domination that is the main basis
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ression in this society. [t's
 that it is somehow beyond class
~_s_'yndicalists believe that class
for anarchists—because class and
ably linked. Class analysis does not
is clear that power, in all it’s forms
ts of those who benefit most from

can be direct or indirect. The sexist
f domestic work in the family, for
fits men directly—but also benefits
through the division of men and
yments of concepts of domination
and through the reproduction of
. It provides the material base for
er in the workplace as well as for
culturation of children and
on.
class analysis is not that it is
some anarchist and anarcho-
- hasn't been updated from its
atury formulations. Anarcho-
e the contribution by some
~some socialist-feminist),
e_c_:mlbgical, and modern
loping the analysis of power
tents made showing the
onships between gender,
gy, and power are

as many limitations.
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It seems to suggest a generalised and disembodied
domination that we must struggle against in our
individual lives, but seems to play down the social
basis of this power or the social struggle against it. It
is not true that class analysis is essentially Marxist
~and therefore un-anarchist. Peasants and workers
~ knew they were peasants and workers long before
- Marx walked into the British Museum. This is
" because we experience class (exploitation,
powerlessness, prejudice) in our everyday lives.
] Some people suggest that western societies are
now “post-industrial” societies and that class analysis
is therefore no longer relevant. That is, that the
“working class” (the traditional industrial
proletariat) have sold out to materialism and that
workers have all become middle class. There is some
truth in this—yet it cannot be universally applied.
Some sections of the industrial workforce are very
conservative—yet some others are quite militant
despite substantial material benefits from the system
(eg. the Builders Labourers, Tramways and Railways
workers, nurses, airline pilots). Unemployment has
led to the-intensification of the exploitation of some
workers, especially young people, recently arrived
migrants, women and part-time workers, illegal
immigrants and others in the cash economy. This in
turn %as led to pressures to reduce incomes and
worsen working conditions for the industrial
workforce and we are yet to see the effects of these
developments. The passivity of recent years may be
more apparent than real. -
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While “post-industrial” critics of class analysis
point out the increasing importance of a small
number of technical, scientific, and managerial
workers, another of the effects of this process Ts the
de-skilling of many areas of employment. There are
significant numbers of workers who find that their
position (income, industrial bargaining power and
sense of trade identity) is under threat. This creates
the potential for a new, large “proletarianised”
section of the workforce with much less commitment
to supporting the existing system. For example, the
growth in the number of “outworkers” such as
migrant women in the textile industry who work

long hours in their flats for low piece rates with nor

guarantees of regular income, holiday pay or sick
leave, workers compensation, industrial health and
safety protections, maternity leave, etc. The
burgeoning tourism and hospitality industry is
another example of where “hyper exploitation”
through casual employment of young people,
students, women and migrants shows that economic
exp’lmta.t]on is not a thing of the past in Western
economies.

Many workers have been “de-skilled”. Railwa
:itf:lgtﬂ ts:taff, for example, who ran all the activities a)i
b ];aslqn now find parcels and goods, ticketing,
i 'etf:i have all been centralised and
Watc%er .‘:lsed and they have become passive train
s Slan ticket checkers. This makes them much
g Vvulnerable to sacking or “redeployment” on

bosses terms! As capitalism develops new forms

i
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of exploitation develop. The desire for the latest
consumer gadget keeps the worker going to work
allowing the continuing extraction of profit despite
most basic material needs having being met for
workers in Western countries. Recent times have
seen great strides in the creation of new
“needs”—VCRs, computer games, compact disc
players and other products are examples of the
commercialisation of leisure time.

Some of the coming of “post-industrialism” in
the west has to do with the shifting of western

" industries “off-shore” to countries where, owing to

poverty, workers are less organized. Industrial based
class society hasn’t disappeared—indeed for many
people in the world it is becoming the new form of
exploitation. The class nature of these societies is
very clear, especially in free-trade zones and under a
range of authoritarian governments. Class relations
may appear to becoming outmoded for some people
in the west, but with an international perspective
they are a common form of exploitation and
oppression.

We acknowledge that it is not easy any more to
determine strictly who profits and who doesn’t from
systemic exploitation. Who is an order giver and who
is an order taker? Many people are both beneficiaries
and victims of this system, they both control and are
controlled. This is not necessarily an argument
against class analysis. An analysis of class explains
some of the particular nature of power relations in
this society. Class analysis allows us to choose a

10
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".;:ipa-te the likely development
1e state and have a chance t,

ions in a capitalist society can
n terms of simple economic
he whole nature of the current
ows us to understand the links
2; opposition to Aboriginal land
d grazing interests; the position
me and marriage and their
y ‘hands’ and outworkers:
nass media culture and the
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and protection of the
| possible to determine who
erially-economically, power-
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as it is. There are some people
is to change it. A pure power
al basis, implies that it is in
change society. If this is the
ly changed? What power
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cs of the last twenty years
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movement politics has not
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propel some people to positions of greater power or
profit making within the existing system.

Class analysis, on the other hand, implies an
allegiance to others in the same class—and the
existence of an opposing class. It explains the real
opposition and retaliation when class interests are
challenged by revolutionaries. The ability to identify
- who we are struggling with and who we are fighting
against has important implications in the struggle
against Capital and the State.

MOVEMENT POLITICS

Groups involved in ‘movement politics’, be they
third world solidarity, peace, women’s, animal
rights, environmental—tend to have a number of
characteristics in common. Firstly, links between
them are rare, small scale or incidental. This reduces
possibilities for development of co-ordinated
responses to the state and capitalism. The focus of
single issue or area of concern reduces the possibility
of developing a coherent analysis of the causes of
these social, political and environmental problems.
The anti-conscription campaigns during the Vietnam
war, for example, presented opportunities for
consciousness raising about “the system”, but most of
these analyses were imported to the movement from
Marxist-Leninist, Maoist or libertarian politics. When
onscription, then later the war itself, ceased so dl_d
most of the activity of the movement. In Australia
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~ of business, ‘welfare’, environmental ‘controls’,
~ public housing and transportation, etc.) it is
~ increasingly difficult to separate purely industrial
struggles from broader community struggles. Many
anarcho-syndicalists see much value in addressing
~ the relationship between these sorts of struggles. This

is discussed in greater depth later in this pamphlet.
- Anarcho-syndicalist groups and union have

always included un-waged workers—unemployed.

~ people, houseworkers, pensioners, prisoners and

others. Anarcho-syndicalists recognise that these
people have to, or have had to, labour to live. They
are part of the reserve labour force to be used when
economies are expanding and to be used against
~ already employed workers where economies are
 contracting (strike-breaking, attempts to reduce
conditions and wages, etc). Anarcho-syndicalists seek
to break down the artificial distinctions between
‘worker’ and ‘non-workers’ created by the state to
divide the revolutionary movement.

~ In Spain in the 1930’s unemployed members of
the anarcho-syndicalist CNT were among the most
militant and active. In Spain, too, many anarcho-
syndicalists were also involved as anarchists in the
broader libertarian movement that involved the
- affinity groups of the FAI rationalist schools,
- women's’ organisations and much more, as well as
~ anarcho-syndicalist cultural activities and centres
 (‘Atefieos’). Many members of the CNT rejected state
- and church involvement in their personal lives,
~ preferring to live in a committed relationship with

16
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social struggle is not on an equal footing with
nal struggle, struggle becomes unbalanced.
uld work hand in hand. Social struggle and
onal struggle together help us to understand
take control of all life’s processes.

CLASS ANALYSIS

lass analysis shows us in who's interests it is
ociety is maintained and in who's interest it is
ange socicty. The question of the nature of the
mic system we live under is recognised not just
e traditional workforce—usually said to be the
tituency’ of anarcho-syndicalism. Women
se the importance of their economic position
ing for economic equality. Environmentalists
ise the direct relationship between industry
logical destruction.
archo-syndicalists believe that class analysis
s to go beyond the linking of exploitation
dividual oppression to a single source, as in
1t politics, and look at the social and
bases—and therefore what can be done.
he changes in the nature of work in
a—a decreasing organised workforce,
g unemployment and a growing cash
“automation and computerisation, it is now
portant that those workers who remain in
nised workforce recognise their real
It is also important that those in the new,
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ent is more likely to talk than when one

on strike and the rest are still on the job!

1 unionism also creates the possibility of
taking over and running industries in a
nary situation. All the expertise is there and
rs are used to working together in the one
aim is not, as may ‘anarchist critics of
ndicalism would suggest, to merely take
dustry and run it as before. “The Workers’
rgy Plant’? ‘The Collectivised Useless
'Factory’? Not bloody likely! But who
nsform an industry than the workers
‘and who turn out to also be members of
ommunity that is determining what its
!

‘that some of the rejection by anarchists

ent with people who may not share the
anti-racist, and environmental positions

dustrial left” This seems to arise from a
onting these issues and experiences with

\ge through struggle. But this involves
, first in in our own organisations and
‘wider society.
analysis is linked to the question of
Anarchists in Australia are avoiding the
how we stop capitalism (and state
d how we will organise the meeting of
he period of revolutionary change.
alists believe that is important that

ent in industrial struggles involves fear .
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ce of understanding power relations. For

, Rudolph Rocker, one of the early

ans of anarcho-syndicalism and an activist

| in the founding of the International

‘Association, is also the author of a major
culture and power—Nationalism and Culture.

yndicalists are still keenly aware of the use
yy the state and the effects of domination
ty in all aspects of our lives. The last half
h century has seen the expansion of the
ification of culture. Artists, musicians and
s are now occupying positions of
1d cultural power. More recently, sports
indergone this change in status with the
ts about amateurism dispearing under
‘of the onslaught of pay-TV. Rupert
's recent victory in the High Court to
“Super League” represents the triumph of
culture. Nevertheless, the failure of the
er Australian football clubs Hawthorn
1e show the threat that culture poses to
zy of Capital that sees sport as only a
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on is international. Governments co-
. or otherwise to isolate any mutual
on-Intervention Agreement’ between
ts of Britain, France, Germany and
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‘the European Union (EU). When Britain
o join the European Union in the early
‘meant an end to the preferential trade and
icy that Australian primary producers
Nhen the United States responded to the
g bloc by initiated and established the
merica Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
1 capital found itself out in the cold. It was
ime Minister Bob Hawke who initiated
hard for the establishment of the Asia
mic Co-operation agreement (APEC).
e already seen many examples of strikes
lermined by multinational companies
oduction elsewhere in the world, getting
Is from alternative suppliers overseas,
984 Britain imported coal from
ere workers lived under martial law—in
- to starve out the British miners. States,
arently supporting nationalist ideology,
ry between nations in sport, trade,
and war, in fact act together in highly co-
d ways in areas of vital interest. The
government has given up much of its so-
vereignty to allow U.S. bases to operate
pletely outside its control. The police and
es of many counties have a high degree
ation—sharing information about political
techniques of surveillance, torture,
sation, disinformation and other forms of
ntrol. The Australian Security Intelligence
(ASIO—Australia’s internal security
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rs in the industries that are
y destructive. '
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ght the development of parks
edential areas into shopping centres
ad little success until the support
involved had beeen won. The ‘green
t initiated by the Builders Labourers
saved many parks, buildings and
ue to the community from the
ernaut. In the 80’s and 90’s,
oups formed groups to support
in industrial disputes. These
activly engaged in a number of
lth, building and public transport
the 1990 Tramways dispute, the
s operated from within the depots
‘trammies and further broke down
on between the workers and the
ipport groups are a good example
calist practice and its attendant
 to the development of anarcho-

teresting example of this attempted
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time...?
In the future anarchist soc
be on the production of sociall
: y useful com itie
Workplace and community co-operatjolzn?itm'
essential element in this possibility / vision, e

iety the emphag;s wil]

MILITANCY

In our attempts to achieve world wi i
revolution there will be violent resista‘:llccéetgof)ﬁi
de51.res. Thus we must face the fact of violence, and
retrfun the option of retaliation, of self defenée of
resistance. To think otherwise is to not accept ‘the
ramifications of our desire for a different society
which means contesting the power of those who
control soclety now. Of course it is easier to believe
that if we all just change our minds. ..

. This does not mean that we desire or glorify

violence. It simpl :
= Y means that we resist vi
continue our activi : olence, and

_ ties in the face of violence. our
:ﬁ;ogztitgen become a question of tactics—when it
s N most useful, what is the best way to

er}‘(e};-lel 'OE respond to a situation?
; desiri li it pacificism and non-violence is in fact

_ ‘0 avoid confrontation (by labeling it
ecting the,u§e of physical force) and a
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at is suspicious, and to not talk about it
Non-violence and pacifism are not the
non-violence has little to do with being
submissive Or cowardly. However the
Jf violence destruction of property, civil
and non-cooperation is simply to avoid
ar. It is a question of practice. There are
want a different society, one that is
But to concentrate on all the “nice” aspects
ture society (co-operation, mutual aid,
awareness, a living community) can blind
ealities of struggle here and now.

ORGANISATION

t of our experiences of organisations in this
are negative ones—school, work, sporting
cal groups, movements, even ‘anarchist
Hence organisation is easily equated with
tion and loss of identity. There is in a
of organisation a fear of losing individual
\d identity, the fear of being submerged
inated, which in turn stems from an
g lack of trust in our own personal

ociety alienates ourselves from ourselves. A
1ers is what drives the individualistic and
e elements of our culture. We are all
d to believe that co-operation and mutual
~only possible within the confines of a
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elegate is sent to a meeting of
- assemblies, she or he presents
positions (often decided from a
alated agenda) and any relevant

es discuss the information and
assemblies, then come up with a
. positions of the assemblies, or a
ons. These decisions and information
or delegates then is brought back to the
y the delegates for further discussion
n of decisions. Thus information and
; both ways between the different
of the federation from local assemblies,
gional meetings of delegates to
d international congresses, and back.
action achieves more than individual
anised activity implies a threat to power
Individuals and small, isolated groups
face the ramifications of their beliefs
ecause they never become a threat. Ultra-
nce is often the result of being small,
and isolated with no community support.
archist organisations are the place where
ent and equality are possible, where
be transcended, where attitudes and
h as sexism and racism are confronted
nted. If anarchist organisations are not
these, then they aren’t anarchist.
wdicalists consider that we cannot
‘the future society without
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organisation—assembljes,
federation—where equal decision making ig POssible
This organisation will have to, and can, cope, for
example, with the concentration of large numberg o
people in cities. The prospect of a wor]g of smal
communities of like-minded people does not come
terms with this actuality. Anarcho-syndicalis;.
‘believe that people begin to exercise their full
potential in a human community based on equal
POwer, participation and federation.

delegatmn,

CONCLUSION

What anarcho-syndicalists are seeking is a basis for

taking action with other anarchists to bring about
what we want—an anarchist society. ism i
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