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STALINISM RAMPaNT
THE STALINIST INVASION OF /
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Stalinism has once more come alive with a
virulence little expected . The invasion of Czacho-_
slovakia is now [ollowed by menacing growls by the
bureaucrats of Eastern Europe and the USSR in regard
to Rumania and even Yugoslavia, i

This aggressiveness on the part of the Soviet stalinist bureaueracy
is of course largely explained by its deadly fear of socialist demoeracy
and workers self-management spreading within its own borders and
eventually threatening the whole burcaucratic power structure in the Soviet
Union itself, .

However another factor ic undoubtedly the increased strength of the
Soviet Union in the world arena in relation to world Imperialism. This
real strength , which reflects in a distorted way the growing strength of
the world revolution as a whole,h 1 as a side-effect a feeling among the
Soviet bureaucra~ythat it can do what it wishes in its own "sphere '’ given
the implicit tacit agreement that exists between Imperialism and the
Soviet Union, Yet this immense might of the Soviet Union is used to
serve the narrow interests of the privileged bureaucratic social caste
which exists in the Soviet Union and rules there.

Stalin was unable to intervene in Yugoslavia in 1948 both because
of the strong reaction that would have faced him from the Yugoslay masses
who would have gone back to the mountains from which the partisans had |
just come, b1t also because the world balance of forces with Imperialism |
was unfavourable to such an intervention, The USA after all had a monopoly
of nuclear weapons,

Today the picture is vastly different, The cynical and hypocritical
rulers of the USA and Australia of course seek to make political capital
among backward mass s, but they show little real concern, NE VS VEEK
(2.9, 68) reflects this cynicism, The US "had no choice but to play a
leading role in world expressions of outrage against the Soviet aggression'
but "after a decent period of mourning' they intend to continue in talks -
"pretty much as beforz', Clearly, Czechoslovakia is your sphere, Vietnam {
ours, ..

This immense might of the Soviet Union explains its contempt for
the opinion of the vast majority of Cecmmunist P-rties that have protested ‘
and for worker and student opinion in Western Europe and the world, In &
Stalin's day, the CP's in the capitalist world were a vital ingredient in
Soviet diplomacy, Tod:y however,the physical might of the Soviet is such
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i 'Yet this concept took many years before it finally won thr%ugl;.

The Sik reforms attempted to place the Czech industry on a new basis,

P t with decentralisation and an attempt
to have more technocratic managers
appointed in the piace of the stalinist
hacks. Yet this also was insufficient
to meet the needs of the new type of
highly developed secientific and techn-
ological industry the Czechs had to
develop to enter into the modern
indu strislfield. It was also necessary

to involve the workers themselves in
production, "A broad scope for social
ifiitistive. , frank exchange of: views,
and democratisation of the whole social
and political system becomes virtually

tke condition of the dynamics of
socialist society, '"{ACTION PROGRAM
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A CZECH STUDENT  WRITES

TO LONDON TIMES.

We reproduce below

text of letter publish in Loncon

Times of august 24,1968,

"NO CAPITALIST PROTEST

from Mr. Jan Steiner,

Sir, - I am a Czech student here

on holiday, but I know that T will

speak for many of -ny country-

men when I say this :-
| We donot want your Government
| to make a protest about what is
happening-in our country because
itis = Capitalist Government and
like all Capitalist Governments

it only makes its protest when it
1s safe or "political ' to do B0

Your Government is helping an-
other government to ‘exterminate
2 whole people in Biafra, The
American Government is trying
to erush a people in Vietnam,
Whatever these governments say
this in fact is what they are doing,-
So it is hypecritical for these Gow-
eérnments to criticise the Russian
Government, Their support really
does not do our cause any good,
The people who will do our cause
Aany good are the ordinary people
of Poland, Rumanis, Bulgaria, yes
== and Russia, These people, per-
haps very soon, will rise up against
their own governments, Ve only

But if the Czechs began to cons-
ider the whole gquestion of worker part-
icipation in management , theyfell short
of adopting a clear-cut program of -
worker self - management, while maint-
aining however some concepts of workers
control. (3) Yet the discussion- just
before the Russian invasion was already
raising all the questions of workers'
self-management . The active dis-
cussion on this question and the way
to really contest the buremcracy's grasp
may well have been a major reason for
Russian intervention, 4)

Meanwhile the workers were con-
testing the bureaucracy's privileges
installed under the Sik reforms : there
Wwere a number of strikes contesting
the fashion the bonuses had been divided

believe in us, and not just for
up by the managers of different enter-

their own ends , This is compl-

ete hypngr{gy_ Prises. The economic reforms of Sik
Yours faithfully, then had a number of contradictery
JAN STEINER

a_apectg : they maintained the power of
M.}l&:‘enucracy as a whole and . - . F

7 Cromwell Rd, Sw 7,



o:;l factory manager at tpe BRSE. Yet iy
ERRMRURREIRIEREREEE IUA0T0E of the fact,,

the alienation that becomes 2 real hmdmncf t? mth’-!:w
and to lessen the the need to give the worker some role in t‘ e fac
productivity, they felt arginal, The same sort of plienome non is occyry,
manngem::" ?E:::f:e;nd capitalist countries . (See particularly de G-,
in a number o

proposed reforms).

of the 1
strengthening the power
need to maintain some worker

i i ds of the local frctop

ment is really in the han ctor;

e w}"‘:ni.sn;z?::giiible tothe workers thq.n when decisions
mnﬁgemen‘;; Prague Thus the worker is more easily able to contes
iy tgk‘ind isions and eventually the very function of the bureaucrats,

eyl elé‘l:ilssatigfted with simple control and demands .se1r_.mqm‘:\,‘_ e

% t;Me::l;mmanag.emeut moreover can only have real meaning in the fram

El -

work of a fully functioning political socialist demorfrr-\cy.

i ia had progressed most
here that Czechoslovakia i
mark;tbgas ii;i::h;ilirphave to mention the fact that left communist oppos
re . .
i i that openly Trotskyist
itionists ceuld organise and print a paper. ; g
;tt::ni?onrth International documents were published, to show the extent

that demoeracy had progressed, (5}

Yet such demoeracy is incompatible for any I:ength of iimc_‘ ja-iti, the
rule of the privileged bureaucratic caste that exists in Czechoslovaiin .

THE ROLE OF DUBCEK AND SVOBODa

The "liberals' in the Czech Communist Fn f}f‘:
who came to power at the beginning of thllS R
shown the dual character of the 'liberal' tendency [
the bureaucracy. Given the economic necessities of a n'aod‘u.r 1
economy, especially one trying to make a 'take-off "' into the modern
scientific industrial revolution, and the needs for greater free#nfl* -
that this economy also demanded for its citizens-producers, .he Dubc
regime decided that only a real sense of freedom could succeed. 4
socialist democracy must because of the very nature of the @Cﬂn_“-‘
immediately raise the basic questions of who really rules much mo
rapidly and starkly than under capitalism, Capit alism has in the '_mll\‘ ].
countries a well-oiled machinery which ite position as a class with I
historical roots allows it to maintain the illusion (g_tl_eg‘}_o_c‘rff_-?l_"_”_J -
for the masses. The bureaucratic caste  cannot however allow it
such freedom for the m=sses because stch frecdom automatically
its role. Precisely because the bureaucracy claims to rule for the
and has no historical elass role, and because the economy is “““”:,'
that bureaucracy must rapidly disintegrate as a political unit once i
- masses are allowed even the political freedoms the bourgeoisie ¢m
its wage-slaves in the advanced capitalist countries.

“The 'liberals'' then found that within a few months new forces
were ariging questioning the very essence of the rs:-gime. Certainly,
rightist and even counter-revolutionary forc:eg e‘xlsted in Czechoslov-
akia, but the miost certain way of limiting their influence was by the
extension of real socialist democracy and workers self—manag‘ement.
The surest way to extend thei. influence was to send in the Soviet tanks.

However, the most important forces were those for real workers
democracy, These forc es were strongest among the students and the
intellectuals as a whole, However, among the workers the echo of this
agitation was also spreading,

The 'liberal' leadership was caught between these new forces
and the bulwark of stalinism -- the Soviet bureaucracy. Their actions
over the past weeks has been of wavering between 3 determined resist-
ance, even at the risk of their own lives , and capitulation, On-‘the other
hand, some of the leaders of the Czech Communist Party appear more
determined and forthright in their call for resistance. Thus some of the
'liberals " tend to become something more than that , and side decisively
with the masses. This above all occurs at the middle and lower ranks
and among the youth,

It will be difficult to know exactly what knowledge the Soviet had
that Dubcek and Svoboda would order the Czech Army to offer no resist-
ance and call for strictly limited passive resistance, Yet the potential
!mowledge of the Czech leaders attitude may well have prompted the
intervention, It is an essential right of a country on the road of workers
dEMPCPacy to resist by 31l means any attempt to intervene with its
destm;f » €ven if such intervention comes from the Soviet Union. It is
essential ; for instance, that both Yugoslavia and Rumania make crystal
clear. their intention to resist to the last man such military inte‘rventioz;
That is the only language the dictators in the Kremlin understand, ?

o et resistanpe to the Red Army means also that an essential
P ; == eve_n tl}e major part -- of such resistance should be political
in form, agitation to show the Soviet soldie - misled.

A valid comparison is with a i
" )= 1 . 2 group of strike-breakers, They
w:;;;:gbe re}:lsisted, including physically, even though they are (backward)
v i;I‘ ere must Also be political agitation among them, but that

oly be effective if thers is A hard | determined resistance,

A truly revolutionary leadership would have prepared the
! rvention, It would have armed
a8, It would have stated unequivocally that

Dubcek i .
@K and Svobods, subject to €normous mental and even physical

L Tall | e
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mr:;ucmts in the Kremlin, have themgg), ship between workers self-management and workers democracy

lves ty } It seeks tofind a way for self-management in which
ghesbvery | survival gives i, in the political field,
A with their presen; gome of the pitfalls of the Yugoslay examplg could be avoided.

pressure from the stalinist

measure;
?i‘:p:gﬂﬁﬁew:ﬁi:uu for intervention. However,

set for them by Brejnev : .

line Dubcek and Svoboda are “_cti?gl;hear:ll:ar sign that once the stalipiy " (5) The MILITANT also contains news of large extracts published in
and iy S0 the SHEN ham'é:lheﬁlbcek and the others will suffer the . ' {NFORMACNI MATERIALY from a declara‘tl‘on of the United Secretar-
grip on the country is glﬂu"ﬂ d unless Dubecek is prepared to become - iat of the Fourth Internation-l on C_zechoslovakw. Only those extracts ;
same fate as Imre Nagy. In e[s. the only fate awaiting him. Already critical of the USSR had been ommitted, The_ June 24 1968 issue of this
Kadar or a Gomulka, then that into Czechoslovakia, ; journal also contained ~ report from 2 Henri Cigan on the French May
KGB 1is pouring in its hundreds into Revolt and the counter-revolutionary role of the French CP, The snme

( CZECHOSLOVaKIa issue also contained =n interview with Rudi Dutschke with a German
THE_REAL TRaGEDY OF T magazine after a visit by Dutschke to Czechoslovakia,

hoslaevakia lies in wt
real tragedy of Czec 1 v
i ou.{;whnve been and the effects it could hq\l.re‘ hac
t;: whole world -- East and West. The_ Czec-‘}b were
construeting 2 socialist and workers_dem;clll'?
i g d the Russian, Polish, Hun
not only have inspire ;
;vaunuidnd stheryEqst Buropean workers and students

i eal workers ’ , i
it would havti ilioo:te{; ::V:xail::éier:; tfle workers an ' The following was printed in INFORMACNI MATER-
democracy i

i : IALY ,a left communist journal now appearing in
i i well, 1
students in the advanced capitalist countries as Czechoslovakia, June 14,

That Bope e been subghort by Russian s 1.'“.}3‘\', :u' On June 7, 1868, a meeting took place of those responding to-a eall
stalinist dictators of the Kremiin, = Stalinism s alive ~nd living in published in RUDE FRAVO of May 21 for the establishment of ~ left-wing
Moscow, but in the rest of the world, it is now Feachmg its end. Soon 28sociation, In a working discussion we clarified 2 series of theoretical
too the Russian workers and students will give it the coup de grace 2nd practical questions. e agree that we want to work to deepen the revol -
in the Soviet Union itself, ) utionary socialist process begurr in Czechoslovakia in February 1948 and

E i o that we reject all attempts to halt or eveatually to reverse this progress,
- But for the immediate, we may well be entering = period in ik We want to give our most active support to the Czechoslovak Communist
the harsh repression of the stalinist era will return , and the mil ““_1‘.‘ Party “in every way that will deepen the socialist character of our society,
might of the Soviet Union be used to crush socialist dem?cI:"C}' wherever } We fear, however, that many obstacles will be put in the way of our efforts
it raises its head, But that can only render the contrqdlctltfus Rhe © both by :.he conservative forces and the liberal forces, in essence anti-
and the political revolution of the workers and students against the communist, who are growing,

bureaucratic dictatorship more inevitable.
_ : We want to function as
cire.les, In this association, w

31 August 1968 dis‘iuﬁsmn and educational work in active support of the principles of
Notes: ; ‘s;-:;c ta:isn‘u in our country and in the world revolutionary move ment, We
_____ . : - ﬁ»enwa:thtgh;:(on_the development of forms of democratic socialist society
(1) This book is referred to in an article by Dr. 2. A, B, Zerman in ! revoihtién'o fave 1deologica} contact with all elements in the international
London Sunday Times, 25. 8. 68, i 1ﬂformatio:r{ -n‘tl}(:\.remant_. We want to work for an unfettered exchange of
(2)Goted by Eric Aarons in CZECHOSLOVAK ~CTION PROGRAL adopfian of's :ew‘fa:l’gifit-_ £ tfhe dgone thme, we demand the speedy
e : antin; re iati
:.g)nIJSTRnLInN LEFT REVIEW, sugust-September 1968, legally organize oup il g Ireddom of association so that we can
(#) See the-article "How to build workers democracy -- debate in i ad SN : ;
Czechoslovak press' quoted in the MILITANT, New York, mugust £, 1 Address is ; Julie Novakova, Postoyni Schranka 1023, Praha 1,

The article reproduced there is written as the 'first of 2 su.erics" l'":“_‘ 1~ Taken Pham The MILITANT
Professor Zbynek Fiser in the daily NOVA SVOBOD: and in i bt o £ T ey
communist INFORMACNI MaT ERIALY. The article deals with the 2R

August 2, 196877
- ****************#**********t***.
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nh"( 1) has certainly arrived with a
or the CPA. Firstthe French May Revolt posed

k with the neo-reformist aspects of stalinism; then
slovak crisis posingthe need to break with the tradit-
ce to the Soviet Union bureaucracy and examine in
gture of thisbureaucracy. {

article was omgmall v intended to take up certain pointa
‘Rivo Gandini in the last issue of INTERNATIONAL
e to my booklet, the COMMUNIST PARTY CRISIS-- a
., which was published in March of this year. However,
5 of the past weeksh=vemeant that I shall examine more the
risis rather than examine in detail his criticisms and appraisal,

1 think that the Czerhoslovak crisis has verified one of the
points made in the CP CRISIS : that is, the need for a really
arxist analysis of the stalinist past of both the Soviet Union
. Unless that is done, there can be no real understanding
ch crisis. Unless the basie social reality of the Soviet -
lerstood -- the existence of a privileged ruling bureauratic:
k power from the working class under Stalin and still rules
_gtatorshlp over the class -- then, no real analysis can -

irn‘takﬁsts have been accused by some CP leaders of

on "bureaucracy' and using it as a simplistic means
rything from the /CPAto the CPSU and capitalism,

‘is true that Revolutionary Marxists deal with the problem

th, Often,too when speaking to comrades miseducated in

we have to adopt a rather simple method of

 often necessary to repeat that elementary social

Union in the same way as we repeat the existence

and capitalist class as a fact to backward workers

. Of course, capitalist society is infinitely more -

| statement of two antagonistic classes woutd make

ance of that basic fact is fundamental to marxism

it is qunlified and added to afterwardw, /The -

eutqry social fact of the existence of a privil-
cnste in the Soviet Union, whtnh will even

State to defend !ta p.riﬂdlqge ; ;
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ruction of revolutionary socialist parties as real
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nside ine small CPa.

~ right now vhat the CFA, unless it proves willing to
aisal and adopt a revolutionary socialist pesition in

ty, and allow the free functioning of different currents
s in its ranks, including the right of public expreasion,

A will be faced with a sizeable challenge from the left
ouple of yearc,

But such a struggle is essentiz1ly wasteful of the slender resources
Left in this country, Much easier would be the entry of all

ionary socialist elements and groups into the CFA with full right
pression and tendency, including, ‘[ necessary the publication of
ans such as INTERNATIONAL., That would however certainly mean
loss of some old-fime gtalinists (who will probably leave in any case
er the Czech affair) and aven of scme neo-reformist trade union

aders who may support the leadzrship on Czechoslovakia, but would not

le
on such 2 basic change in the Pariy <'ructure and policy.

The  mood of the youth and of the rcvolutionary atmosphere arising
in Australia is incompatible - ' ¢. 1 the modified democratic centralism
(of the stalinist type) which periains in the CFA. It is true now that you
can say anything you like in the CF without getting expelled. You can
assoclate or be known to associate with the "trotskyists" and still remain.
why them not formalise the freedom which does exist by a complete renewal
of the Party rules and structures which would allow the absolute degree
of right of tendency (right to organise as a group in the Party around
different issues or on a series of questions, right to have proportional
representation on Party bodies, minority reports, right' to caucus, right
to eirculate miaterial among members -- and even in extremis , and this
is not 2 tendeney right usually, to publish material externally, in a public
way). Right of recall is also a bacie ~ight of tendency.

Such a struct . :_vi 1 pertain in any revelutio : .
C el | L i y revolutionary socialist organis-
rwnluthua;ym"wm' certainly suit better the mood and needs of the
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powbp i ;I-tnch CF': attitude to students and student
I fact, their attitude ag a whole was a whitew

; I'at-titudg. and one that "t;hq‘;-l?'l!-!nsh é;ll
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ctive ig needed

one can now be in doubt that the world

of radical youth has reached Australia. In

ns which have jolted the sluggish protest movement into

ses sometimes admiring and sometimes indignant, they have

ed the tradition of 'conformist protest "time and again. They

en the struggle for civil liberties onto the streets of Brishane,

the anti-Vietnam war movement to the level of active solidarity

id at Monash) , launched the first attack on a U.S. Consulate in

ia (Melbourne) and forcibly removed security police from a campus

ey) .

R They have thus established themselves as 2 vanguard , in the only
 such A title can be won : not by withering verbal attacks on the othier
ds in the movement , but by undeniably vanguard activity. i

University students supply the core of this vanguard. On their swn

stamping ground, the campus, they have likewise launched -- and sometimes

won -- ‘hnportant atl:uggle against oppressive administrations or unsatis
fsgtory courses. This home-ground activity was seen, for instance, at
Sydney University early in 1967 (the Humpheries case); but the most notable

- arena of this kind is undoubtedly Monash, Some of the enormous possibil-

it_ies__ th_he _”student power' movement were shown there in (successful)
stmggles as that over the sacking of the bookshop manager and, in partic-
ular, the fight against the draft discipline statute,

A However, the student struggles, whether inside or outside the
;ﬁi:&ﬁ:{i;y;a:wt _guided by any particular political perspective -- indeed
Mw_. 'tﬁ minority of tl_'le participants who see any rel_sition at all

een their actions and the wider political scene, Faul Goodman righﬂy
3 on the American student movement :''By such means they will
: power., Butl indeed, they do not want power, they want meaning. "

::; ;: is gr;chﬁely this demand for meaning, a refusal to accept
e ng, dehumanised administration or systematic murder , no
ndly presented, that separates out this generation from :

its predecessor -
b b W% Mo were prepared to accept so much meaninglessness

=y




14,
of parliament, newspaper editors or
5 be little point in aiming
to be said, that there would 1 iming
% har?ih“;eg:wer into the hands of & centralised State administ -
e o s ionalisation of industry which resulted in

ving a nat :
= "u:'.n ac::'ss!ve bureaucratic rule seen in the Soviet Union, Power
::e,;:;tgph:‘:: needs to be put as far as possible into the hands of the

: i i i idding our-
. gertainly this cannot be done' without ri ng
lﬁmedﬁemm::: 'capit-aust_ ownership , but this is not enough in itselr,
"!;:?mcial concept here is that of self- -management  : de;:)lslwe power
2ach v or university for instance being actually
over the running of each factory 0
exercised by those people -- work

ers or academics and students -- whe
are immediately involved.

: This article does not argué for, but sssumes, the need for a radical
change in society of this kind , which amounts to a revolution,

If ‘the
present student upsurge is to have the revolutionary effect that most of its
lenders waunt to see, it is obviously desira

ble to try to estimate the main
lines = revolution could take in Australis ,

-- university administrators,

and base on it a strategy for the

student movement today, The following brief notes are intended to open
up this question, s

. STUDENTS A4S DETONATOR
"It 1= vital at the outset to emphasize that the
on of revolution is a question of 9_&1_53_behqv1(mr.
SRy that !putschist' and "elitist ' ideas of

n by an energetic minority do not need to be

2lch ideas do exist in various
: do

sobut this will not be done here.l

refut: ;
' force in such a

do much more than assert tiat the indispensible .
|, at least in Australia, is the working class as the ony

~ group the force and striking power needed to displace the
ched capitalist class.

sity

this,

~ This imt':_lin;q' that the intelligensia, and in particular the univer
‘do not constitute such a force and indeed few would deny

5 is 8o, we must conclude that the main significance of Swfdt(f”-:
| action is to be sought in its relation to the development of HK
class as a revolution force.
4 outh activity

& in this light that we must evaluate the vanguardy i
above ; and indeed , against the background of = butjeq_UC:— s
abor movement , under leaderships largely agsimil® 5
the status quo, the vitalizing effects of the .rachc"l ¥
tably small, but still undeniable and significant.

outh

: 15 1

; m the May Revolution in France in particular , the useful
iias emerged of the revolutionary role of the student movement

4 detonator, Not itself possessed of sufficient explosive

o shatter the system, its actions and example can yet set off the
class to revolutionary energy which is adequate to the task,

" The fact that a revolution must necessarily involve the masses,
 particular the working class , needs to be taken seriously, A
tionary movement will not come about by arithmetieal addition

e present number of vanguard cadres, and it is quite hopeless to

v to the development of a mass revolutionary movement considera-
( which may be quite valid in their sphere) derived from =a study
the way vanguard elements become radicalised.

This is relevant , for example, to the question of 2 policy of

onfrontations'. thdoubtedly, the direct challenge of oppressive

hority , especially when it is hypocritically camouflaged , is 2 nec-

essary and conti nuing tactic in the building of the movement, But it

- would be formalist and mechanical in the extreme ,to imagine that

each instance of open suppression will automatically '"expose''the

system in a positive way to ever wider sections of the masses , and

lead to ever wider struggles with even more clearly revolutionary eentent,

Even less realistic is the naive and elitist concept of police batons |
stuffing more revolutionary consciousness at each blow int o the thick
skulls of the masses,

In reality , the mass response to repression depends critically
on th&_ai.r concern over the issues of struggle involved . In neglecting this
question, and emphasizing the form of 'confrontation" itself, we certainly \
make things easier for ourselves | since the crucial problem of political
Ieader-ship then disappears -- namely, thz problem of loeating those issues
on which can be developed present struggles having a elear conunection with
3 future revolutionary upheaval, But the price we pay for pushing this !
problem aside is to be politically ineffective in the long run. !

y It-is quite unresl to imagine that the results of ﬁepression are alwa
as:,::s:;:; that the real enemy. then stands more clearly revealed,et:. ., Ve |
o i;;?' the struggle will certainly be damped down, for instauce, |
i 1 €8 are so important t. the masses involved that they will |

ne to overcome the newly-revealed difficulties also,

YHAT ARE THE REVOLUTIONARY ISSUES ?

e, <1l this emphasizes the need for a
e ruggle, If they are not to be simply
Plety. they must be Acceptable to the mag

pa per_e?:ax%gsions of political [
Ses at the present time, and thus

. existence

-System,
These criteria roughly eXpress the concept of 2 ‘

: e e e e e

NR ammimaanal e b 3 ;



IV

evblutionary answer to the major discontent of neo-
ociety. Much of the =lienation characteristic of that society
itgelf to the common man as a certain powerlessness ,an

ice in the face of events which is more than just a feeling'-- in.
umanised worild of all-important technology and unimportant

this impotence is an cbjective reality. As a result, "Black Power'
ved the imaginations of the oppressed black Americans ;''student
r!'has been a pawerful rallying eall against the dehumanized

essing of the hﬂ‘i.irgr"ls'itie'é ; and banners inscribed with the slogan
rkers Power' flew in marches and on factory walls during the |
ral stﬂke in France. . THe principle of self -managerment answers

16,

P g Dt

i eliioh r‘eﬂuy needs more explanation than can be

glven in this article.

T e

But this should be enough o illustrate a erucial point. #hile magg

|
truggles cur) continually and on 2 wide variety of

5 wc;ruﬁ': :;::uel:-l::ve a potentially revolutionary (i. e. trans
v " The existing system has developed a high degree of
v g chn'n::;:' é and accomodating 2 wide range of dissatisfaction --

s !u__t‘Bs d ‘;:‘&the iby e -cat'! behaviour in general of the trade-unigy

e g the first requirement of a revolutionary leader-

;s

- movement. ﬂ'utj,ol:a‘:?the truly transitional issues, stimulate the struggl., this fundamental and justified need, and can illuminate the path to
!MP;;‘-;S* he::a"{;ﬁ'the Saitiative in proposals to raise the level of these reyolutionary reconstruction of a rotten society.
around them i ‘ / e
struggles. : ! i | HE ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY
R +v rel evant to the question we are concerned ; ! LA
2 ﬁi‘.?gﬁiﬁ:s":;i?éﬁt revolt! is to figure in the most effective manncy WhatlconcluSlons follow from this for the academic
with here ., 4 rent, we must have an idea of the gtruggles in Austrelia today ? They emerge quite

: stralian revolutionary move s
in th:hﬁl‘ﬁfﬂ;:e::":; 1ike1yt§ LY clearly if the preced ng arguments are valid. The main.
path ‘ ?;;tva_l t‘.h'a't B e the ?fign‘iflcance of the movement in the Universities is to be found in the
means e“t.hl :hyovei'nent i ; detonator " effect, on the working clags movement. in particular, “The
‘;‘E@_’nﬁngﬂ o G ot Sl : clt::sest links between the academic and working class movement are thus
R ot i e ' B ; _ ; T prime requisites if the universities are not to ~ppear to the worker ag - -

f v of an Australian revolutionary leadership ,and S : g # ki : :
n:_ -iit-i"ﬁr“fctiée of its transitional program, are tasks - still to remote citadels whose doings are quite irrelevant to him.

accomplished . But the movement cannot simply flounder meanwhile

If we accept the above points, this
main transitional demands

not simpl Chats with sympathetic uni fci i

a yinpathetic union officials can prepare for the forging
lacking all sense of the main direction to travel. An i 3 : L prep ;

?‘;th-g . B it i now possitic to ;_f izuzgl;r;aks i b:lt Ein not themselves constitute links of the required kind.
\ ce the May : s y unity in acilon around issues I

_. some confidence the nature of some of the crucial demand Tinks can be Torged, - g afgommadi owingra that Hisec

This unity is obvicusly egsential if the "detonating " effect is to be

NCEPT - : i it 1 ;
A KEY QO LR significant, if it is to be too sizable for the reformist 1abor leaders to damp

B | ; i : i
are relevant to us here will conce! ?:Fra:: t)hey]rauwm certainly try their hardest to do , (like the CGT and CP
gement . For the working eclass, this menns B8 PR Retanasiun oo M SesUee ¥
" . 1 S 3
: e — : : najor TR
council in each enterprise t=king ey 12 ) The answer to tuis question, alss, is implicit in the di :
iR = : ; For 2 { s algo, mplicit in the discuss b

ne relating to production. For If self-ma is the Ay i S

on all stio 4 B nagement is the crucial issue from a revolutionary viewpoint, we

L
t his means staff student government substitutes cannot ignore the quite extraordin iti : : :
blishmentarian ' Senates and Councils, which rule at preset probably no institution in ‘ardinary position of the university;there is .
s - ] W i 1 0 soeisty today where the prospects b
degrees of bureaucracy, and act with different shades O A eampaign for self-management by staff and stud n‘:s s e
a8 auxiliary organs of the State. :hc:?ﬁ:: sertion of student power have already—demon:traéec?‘i:r:::;c
e : 21€se prospects arg no mere. illusion ; 2
e goals of full self-management are the necessary transiti be made which apen up the path to !,'eauys;:g;;:‘at E]ilg_'“‘-flc‘inf“gaiﬂs can
combat hoth the existing ¢~ pitalist.control =nd the f”“"l‘r i R N RO e Nl
ser, [n the light of this goal, day-to-day issues 0cct sor DUt his path will not be consistentl y AR
1 raise the question of partial measures of control :m - ::;l::éme of university _Be;llf-mqnagefnem i: ::;l:; ';dé lldnle‘as_ Hu-a true sig-
! supervision of apprenticeship training ,the oPen e’ | mea ing far beyond the university itself, A wnive g s
‘bools to the workers, or staff-student handling of P sures of self-management -- and of o e N
; gation: {, 28 inthe past, can be e course. it is the students -who,

ecision at preseni arrogated by the administ

expected to dhoy‘thg Way to the academic and

e : i which e
y this general strategic slogan of self-management ™ T m
¢ ; —_— % B T s e 1SN
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ould thuslgémonstmte ta the working class hoy,
accepted rules of everyday life, w‘hether hureﬂ\mhhi

dispensable -qre s the extent that real links existed with the workers:

bt Tfmple thusae.l,woul.dinevitably put on t:e agenda

move!:nent O}t::;:fmnqgement in the factories and workshops,

questions

nen-academic gtaff -- W

SUMMING _UF

Oon the questio
t,

student movemen
first , rather than
cussion of its propo
summarize them : A

i the radica)

f a perspective for 1
:lh?s article is intended as the

the last, word, To facilitate dis-

gitioms, it might be useful to

ne have beenand still are of unquestisn.

e somban s ovement, but suffer from lack of a gen-

able value to the revolutionary m
eral political strategy. i
y must be based on a broxder perspectives :

This strateg
g a whole.

that for the movement 2s ;
3) To achkve this perspecti. , we cannot duck the necessity

i i i he system is
i i which mass action againstt .
i iprit thilf?:::l?:t laonfrontation ' theory evades the questian,

probable .

4) The working class
with the strength to overthrow the sgste_m.

is the only social force in Australia

i 'detonator”
5) * The student movement can act as an essential ''det

of the broader and stronger movement,

k A
8) To achieve an effect of the scale required , the closest unity

in action is needed now between students and workers.

i i tre
7) The crucial revolutionary issues in sur society will cen

armsund self -management.

8) 1t is by the struggle for staff-student governmer:t t;x;é:em 5
" university , and the consequent example of self-management g A

i ignifi the 8y
werkers, that students ean have their most significant effect on the

o
If these theses are valid, then the harm being dene b i
a general perspective seems considerable, What should be t Ccl””“"" 3
concerns of the movement - - practical unity-with the W”r-kmg'mmlv
the struggle for university self-management - are not being g\ Bvinh
pursued in 2 principled way in any Anstralian university, eve i
their general desirability is usually acknowledged. (Something e e
¥o poles of the movement appear : Brisbane, student —worker L
, while at Monash "student power ' ideas have won nota

y the lack &l
two basic

. Spanish Revolution, Only $ 2,00 from INTE

v Mﬁu‘quig. 10 gite

~ 858
a pucces”

(&

. .
19‘ 'Y
ﬁ:%ﬁdent movement, for all its admirable achievements, has
urch from issue to issue without any map to guide it, This is
wAay to get where you waunt to go. It is hoped that this
on may-lead to-a discussion -on this very important question.

A, PaTRICK
31 august, 1968.

i_f_‘” Readers are invited to submit their views on this article
‘and the topics it raised for publication in future issues --
Editor, INTERNATIONAL.

BOOKLET BY LEON TROTSKY JUST PUBLISHED

BY INTERNATIONAL FUBLICATIONS,

a THE ' LESSONS OF SPAIN -- the last warning
was written by Leon Trotsky in 1937 during his exile in Mexico. This
short, acid , succinet analysis of the Spanish Civil War covers some
of the major political questions of today : the Fopular Frout, the role
of Stalinism, Social-Democracy and Anarchism, ; :

An essential part of your marxist library. Cnly 10 cents.

A vital follow-up to examination of th 3 e A5

; o up Lo e Spanish Civil War
E;Totskyé 1s the 221 page nnalysis by Felix Morrow in REVOLUTbI{)N
AND ' COUNTER REVOLUTION IN SPAIN , an american Trotskyist

h - s * |
Who was present in Spain provides a detailed, documented account of the |
RNATF ONaL FUBLICATIONS.

INT : i .
Bqlmxiir:Ngsq; ?Nnr_. 18 published and authorised by 4, McLean, Bos 1 |
" Ig;n. Australia for THE AUSTRALIAN SEﬂTIEN-gF o
- s L'_I}‘EERNATIONAL, “A number of its‘articles:re transl
R e i DRAFEAU DU SOCIALISME, organ of the Rex sl
endency of the Fourth International, bltéhed o

. Lesnier, Clamart- g3, FRANCE"'PU b
In addition, INTERNATION ¢ g
o n, _INTE_RHATIONAL PUBLICATIONS produce regular booklets

movement, Adteay 1y ar
1aN LEFT _F_“‘“"e booklets

Australian g
AFRICAN RE

VOLU



sced the different stages
of the FCP policy over the pasy year,

: due to a fall in combat ivity
'til;:-::;:: had been softem?cl by the_

t any revolutionary im'tin_tweg. 'I_‘Ius _
etensions -- in fact served to justify this
the situation chnged , the CF-would
ECE by increasing its scandalously
by trying through the CGT to keep the
acted a8 » brake on the May movement,

would have-rather called on the students
nd would have held up a8 =n e_xqmple .
o organised for extra-economic demands,

‘hout abandoning its ele'ctoral‘ist
ose orientation =nd st‘rnte%y is out-
"Fhat is a Revolutionary ?’

policy, FCPF policy oscillated between
i'e'gtme itself satisfying the workers
‘wage struggle with one for a left

pplied, with some timid appro::,t.:hle:s
of de Gaulle's first TV speech wh:;.o

Then over the next few days . ‘a
pective of a left government., ':i
rily and negotiations were broker
at).

'30‘1.\‘[::]? speech, the F(_:P qmicl‘lc:‘}
jovernment and lent all its welght
movement-into exclusively Ec?rjulenl.
 increased and became more Vil
TIVE OF ELECTIONS w{tgm:
enne Fajon had in HUMAN 3
eleaguered regime , for:'ﬂr?

the need for electtons there
the FCP and de Gaulle O,EY
FEP's INTEREST LAY
REVOLUTIONARY

e FCP holding some ministerial seals,

'-21_" AT A L

the first round of voting showed that even .

-interest, the FCP had caleulated wrongly,
Order, Wisdom and Moderation and

se, the results of

lonal and nation-Hst sentimenta s B
» the FCP could not assure

icy can be in part expla
8 never questioned de G
neing resctionaries in
1 went only ag fap

ined by perusimg PRAVDA which
aulle's personal position and contented
his entourage -~ PRAVDA's left

28 regretting de Gaulle's anti<commremist

to Soviet
pArtist explanation, For it

e fhe FCP hsas co nation=l plane after thirty

unism,

and especially

features of 4 moye 1968,

ment such as that of May

HOSTILE TO  ATTEMPTS AT
RS SELF-MANAGEMENT

mpts at direct management

at CSF of Brest(zelf-
Donges_(aelf—*mamgement), ete

+« Or the establishment of 5

whose creative nature ig foreign to the FCF machine and
omy be hostile to, It was not only considerations of Soviet
tieat led the #CP to hinder the development of the struggle

that student ami worker actions were outside the preestabl-
8 political practice,

_ié Ehe first ex-mmple of a new experience whose deepening study

' reévolutionary strategy to be developed. The FCP cannot be
Tevent revolt so profound is its neo-reformist sclerosis. The

al world have played little role in the revolution, unless it was
ationary one, d
[t

example of worker and student struggles of a revolutiomiry
industrialised country and the FCF was incapable as a
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THE FRENCH REVOLT
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Written irrthe midst of the crisis, the first authoritative anall

i Ylealendar', In secon
I, crisis to appear in Austyalia. Has important "cal

" Translated into Sinhalese in Ceyl_on. .. ONLY 10 cents = cOPy-:

the crisis.... ONLY 10 cents, e

RANCE'3 MAY REVOLUTION, by Jean-Pierre VIGIER, _
p i ft CE inMaywhen he resigned in protest
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1 :feu.cttona to Czech Events

A New Zealand correspondent writes 'the Secialist

ity Party national chairman , George Jackson, cut a sorry figure

‘on TV the nther night when he said that the USSR, Foland, East

Germany, and 'Hungary are all socialist countries se they must have had

very good reason to move in on Czechoslovakia .omitting to mention
that Czechoslovakia is also a socialist country, Iwas reminded af
Claude Jones's rceent remsrks here, to the effect that the French
a very experienced party and if they did not think that the events in I
April-May warranted a major push, there must be some very good

reason for it, " Our correspondent also tells us that Jones spent some
time in New Zealand rubbishing the Trotskyists, which led our reader

to believe we have some influence o

According to the London Sunda

y Times only ten CFs have supported
the Soviet, including the American 2 ;

3 ok e el
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... "WHEN THE TIME COMES ."

Revolutionar_y Marxists leaf

demonstration on Saturday , 24 August in Ma
friendly considering ... Ho

Wwe received in the mnil 4

leted a rightwing migrant
1tin Place. Reception reaso
Wever here are some extracts from a letter

Your

k. s people came there like red rats,
what we h_a_tﬁe terribly ! we should like to kill all
ed clothing, or have a red flag ! Y to fight against any
mmunist for life ! No mercy for You watch it, .. Sorry Australia
no_t ser}d more troops with all western countries to fight the blrody red .
8 in Vietnam. wWe want to force the government to band the Communist
x:yczz:: arrea: all this gangsters, , + We do not forget about you, if the

es. ..

pirats | - whit red flag
damned people whe wear

¢ ﬂ-******w*******m**

AND EaST GERMaN REACTIONS

. Lon d‘on Times (24, 8, 68) tells of Polish reluctance and fears
Eﬁ_ly of Pigs catastrophe, Editors complained to Gamulka that they
it difficult to present the invasion tn the publie, Gomulka told them

:{lnprint what he teold them, In East Berlin workers refused to
¢ 'S Supporting the invasion, Leaflets were distributed Sayin|
of ‘tllixe reputation of soc E

ou are finally correetly

‘klﬂ!******##**#******#*#****##****

ialism . . Demand that :
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