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"War prevents us from slipping into the abyss
of degeneracy and from becoming flabby....
"War like the glorious beams of the sun has
dried up mists of suspicion with which class
regarded class....

"War has purged us, war has saved us from
physical and moral degeneracy and decay."
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'THIS is not a quotation from a ranting Hitler.
It is an extract from a speech made in London

in 1916 by W. M. Hughes, Prime Minister of
Australia.

CONSCRIPTION -- THE GREAT ISSUE

"No event in the history of the Commonwealth
of Australia created more feeling and interest
in the community than the two referenda in 1916
and 1917 on conscription' so wrote Dr. Leslie C.
Jauncey in his book, "The Story of Conscription
in Australia."

In fact, the conscription campaigns engendered
almost as much bitterness as a civil war, and a
large part of its violence and injustice. As in
a civil war, the people were divided without
regard to class or creed. Large and small
communities and even families were split on the
issue.
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HOW TO DEFEAT CONSCRIPTION

IT was the first and only time that any country in the world was
permitted to vote on whether it would conscript its young men
for war.

Defeated in the 1916 Plebiscite the Government again called
upon the people to vote in 1917 and referring to the Polling Day
of 1916 as a black day for Australia, Hughes said, "It was a
triumph for the unworthy, the selfish and treacherous in our midst."

P Who were the '"unworthy', the "selfish" and treacherous"?
From the ranks of those active in the anti-conscription army came
many people who were significant in later years. Three became
Prime Ministers, 12 became State Premiers, one an Attorney General
of the Commonwealth and one a Judge.

DIVERSITY
THE anti conscription army was sufficiently diverse to include
Archbishop Mannix, the Coadjutor of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Melbourne and Eureka veteran Monty Miller, who was gaoled in
Western Australia at the age of 83 and struck off the pension.
In Melbourne it had the first woman to graduate from the Melbourne
University, Mrs. Bella Lavender M.A. (1883) and Vida Goldstein,
the first woman to stand for Parliament in the English speaking
world (1903).

It had the support of soldiers at the front, of whom the
Director General of recruiting, Mr. Donald Mackinnon, said:-
"I am certain, too, that the attitude of the soldiers who are
abroad - as disclosed by their vote - has influenced public opin-
ion, and renders any proposal to resubmit compulsory service to
a popular vote impossible."

SHIRKERS? COWARDS?
THE anti conscriptionists were labelled as shirkers and cowards
but they suffered arrest, bashing, goal sentences, sacking, dous-
ing in the University lake, immersion in the River Yarra, tarring
and feathering and deportation.

Never before or since have the people as a whole been stirred
to such spontaneous demonstration in Australia. Two mighty armies,
one under the NO banner, the other with the weight of the Govern-
ment and bulk of the Press behind it, under the YES banner were
soon locked in combat.




Sunday after Sunday,
The Yarra Bank was filled to overflowing
with attendances up to 100,000. The Exhibition Building was
crowded with an estimated 50,000 people, addressed by politicians
and trade union leaders from ten platforms and attended by 50
police, several detectives and plain clothes constables.
Dr. Maloney ("the little doctor") chaired Exhibition and many
other meetings.

Country and suburban meetings were held where they were
never held before. Many women for the first time left the dom-
estic circle to take part in a political movement.

EARLY YEARS

EARLY in the 1914-18 War the Labor Party was in power in the
Senate, House of Representatives and all States with the exception
of Victoria. Until the issue of conscription arose the Labor
Governments showed themselves to be thorough war Governments.
Andrew Fisher as Prime Minister promised "the last man and the
last shilling" in support of the war.

In November 1914, three months after war commenced, 30 ships
crowded with troops had been sent to war and a constant stream of
reinforcements was kept up for nearly two years.

At the end of 1915 Fisher was made High Commissioner for the
Commonwealth in London, and William Morris Hughes supplanted him
as Prime Minister.

On March 6th, 1916, four days after England began to enforce
conscription, Hughes arrived in England and attended the War
Conference in London. His fervour for the war increased. He
addressed patriotic meetings around the country and was feted.

Before leaving Australia he had given no hint of favoring
conscription for overseas service - in fact he had said in the
House on July 16th 1915 ... "In no circumstances would T agree
to send men out of this country to fight against their will."

HUGHES _HOME

HE came back to Australia a rabid conscriptionist.

Legally Parliament could have amended the Defence Act to provide
for conscription for overseas service but there were factors
which made Hughes hesitate.

Mainly, the large campaign against conscription which had
developed during his absence in London.

Much credit goes to Maurice Blackburn, M.H.R, He initiated
a move that letters be written to Federal Labor members of Parlia-
ment asking them to pledge themselves to oppose conscription. Many
were tied down in this way. Some of the State branches of the
Labor Party had bound their Federal members. Annual conferences
of the Victorian, Queensland and N.S.W. Labor Party branches had
declared against conscription.

Hughes knew he could not count on the full support of the
House of Representatives and even if a Bill was passed by it he
could not count on the Senate. Hence the decision to hold a
referendum on October the 28th, 1916.

UNITED THEY STOOD

MEN and women who were in the thick of the campaigns comment today
that the greatest single feature of the campaigns was the way in
which people of the most diverse interests combined together on
this special issue. Catholics, Protestants, Atheists, Trade
Unionists, Labor Party members, Socialists, Industrial Workers of
the World members, Pacifists, some war supporters all worked
wholeheartedly for the common goal. Those who believed in refus-
ing to fight in all circumstances (the pure pacifists) were able
to work with I.W.W. members and Socialists who believed they might
support a different type of war at some future date.

The No Conscription Fellowship, an organisation existing in
England and brought into being in Melbourne by Bob Ross had a
pledge made by thousands which included the words - "We refuse to
take human life." After some months a resolution was carried
that this part of the English pledge be struck out. An opposition
had grown declaring that the time might come that they felt just-
ified in taking human life.

BOY CONSCRIPTION

THE Australian public was prepared by earlier events for a fight
against conscription. By operation of the Defence Act 1903-10,
the first army formed under compulsory training in the British
Empire was brought into existence. Training covered the ages 12
to 26.

Opposition was widespread and organised mainly by the Society

of Friends, especially in South Australia. 25 Ministers of relig-
ion signed a manifesto against the Act kmown as Section 125.
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"I am as anxious as anyone can be for a successful issue and
for an honourable peace. 1T hope and I believe that that peace
can be secured without conscription.(applause). For conscription
is a hateful thing, and it is almost certain to bring evil in its
train. (applause)

I have been under the impression, and I still retain the con-
viction, that Australia has done her full share -- I am inclined
to say more than her full share -- in the war. (applause)
....Australians, brave as they have proved themselves to be in
the field, are a peace loving people. They will not easily give
conscription a foothold in this country (applause) .... We can
only give both sides a patient hearing, and then vote according
to our judgment. There will be differences among Catholics, for
Catholics do not think or vote in platoons (applause) and on most
questions there is room for divergence of opinionm.

But, for myself, it will take a good deal to convince me
that conscription in Australia would not cause more evil than it
would avert (applause) .... And I incline to believe that those
who propose it have misjudged the temper of the Australian people
in thg mass and their passionate love for freedom." (loud app-
lause

THE SMALL NATIONS

ON another occasion the Archbishop said that it was a war to pro-
tect small nations, or so he had been told. Well, then, they
could start with Ireland. He would not favour the sending of
troops overseas as long as the causes and purpose of the war were
suspect.

DR. MANNIX UNDER FIRE

THE Archbishop roused the ire of the Protestant Churches, the
Press and all forces for conscription.

An Editorial in the Argus of 19/9/16 referring to the state-
ment of Dr. Mannix that Australia was doing more than its share
said the burning words upon that point delivered by the Prime
Minister should put the Archbishop to shame and compel him to at
least be silent during the campaign.

Archdeacon Hindley of the Church of England said in a speech
"If ever we had the misfortune to have an archbishop whose loyalty
could be seriously questioned, we would send him back to England
(hear hear) -- or we would send him back to Ireland (laughter and




ral but Archbiahop
Mannix.

ipated in large numberg
took part in the cam-

s Peace Army was
It ranged itself in
tein, with election-
e in the first election
oman Voter",) was
suffragette family)

purple, white and
ional justice, white

n for the springing
defended this flag by
| to wrest it away. A
ngs, "I didn't Raise
songs of the campaign.

ed a riot at the Bijou

re, Secretary of the
Teedom, an organisat-

for their vigorous
Daley and Muriel

ent, probably the

ut the whole campaign,
in the Defence Depart-
anised by the Women's

women at the same time
with her mother when
ke the top off (knob
d. With blood

suffragettes in Englang.

breaking up a meeting.

streaming from her forehead she insisted on continuing the march.
TRADE _UNIONS

THE Trade Union Congress in Melbourne in May, 1916, convened to
determine the attitude of organised Labor in Australia towards con-
scription for overseas service, recorded its uncompromising hostil-
ity to any attempt to foist conseription upon the people. The
Congress issued a Manifesto and Report, In an attempt to suppress
this document military squads raided the Melbourne Trades Hall

| Council and the Labor Call printery and seized all printed matter

t and type related to the anti-conscription Congress.

E. J. Holloway, then Secretary of the T,H.C., was awakened

from his bed by a Lieutenant in charge of the raiding party and
E taken to the Trades Hall so that printed literature could be con=-
fiscated. Nonetheless a quantity was circulated.

_ John Curtin, who became Australia's wartime Prime Minister in
| the later war against fascism, was engaged by the Melbourne Trades

' Hall Council as a full-time secretary to concentrate upon the con-
scription fight,

If any Union could be singled out for tribute it would be the
Australian Workers' Uniom.

A one-day strike was called in Melbournme but only a few unions
~ observed it.

The part played by the Trade Union movement can be read in
E. J. Holloway's pamphlet, "The Australian Victory over Comscription
in 1916-17" published in 1966 in commemoration of the Jubilee of
the first plebiscite. (price 25c.)

FIRST STREET BATTLE

THE very night the press announced Hughes' statement that a refer-
endum would be taken the No Conscription Fellowship made an early
ending to a meeting being held under its auspices in the Guild Hall
in Swanston Street and hundreds of people carrying banners marched
down Swanston Street and up Bourke Street to Parliament House.

As the procession moved along an immense crowd followed.
When the marchers reached the top block of Bourke Street the police
began vigorous action. There then took place round the steps of
Federal Parliament House and down to Exhibition Street a riotous
 scene in which military patrols assisted a large body of police to
-r‘_‘" prevent the demonstration reaching the doors of the House.
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Burnie, Tasmania.
l4th October 1916.

GENERAL BIRDWOOD,
"Headquarters, A.I.F. France"
Secret and Personal.

"It is absolutely imperative in imperial interest as well as
Australian interests that the referendum should be carried by a
large majority. Opposition to it here still very strong owing

to wilful misrepresentation disseminated by certain sections which
include Syndicalists, Sinn Fein and Shirkers.

The first and fut, and the second have contrived to capture
Labour organisations and consequently hundreds of thousands of
loyal patriotic men and women seem likely to vote NO. The over-
whelming majority of the Irish votes in Australia, which represent
very nearly 25 per cent of the total votes, has been swung over by
the Sinn Feins, and are going to vote NO in order to strike a
severe blow at Great Britain. If referendum defeated it would be
disastrous, not only dishonouring Australia, but would have far-
reaching effects on the cause of Great Britain and the Allies.
What is wanted is a lead from the men at the front. May I ask
you to use your very great influence to the Very utmost to ensure
an overwhelming majority of the Australian soldiers.

I know how dearly you value the reputation, the honor, of
Australia. In the present crisis I ask you to act without regard
to precedent. Reply urgently required. HUGHES, Prime Minister,"

GENERAL BIRDWOOD'S MESSAGE

BIRDWOOD felt unable to resist this patriotic plea and he prepared
a message to the troops which asked them to vote according to
their own consciences but he also told them of the considerations
perhaps better known to him than to them which rendered urgent the
needs for reinforcements.

The A.I.F, 'ﬂeadQuq:eis:'i_.n London informed him that they
could not get the message through to France that night and Bird-
wood then ordered the postponement of the Poll for a few days to
enable the men to get his mes age. However, when this order
arrived it was found that some units had already voted. Voting

was then broken off.
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Precautiong
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THE TRUTH?

_Sth, 1917, the "Freeman's Journal" in Dublin issued
.Ng statement:-

markable fact that the figures of the voting by the

8 in the Australian Referendum on Conscription have
red in the British Press, although two months have now
ce the referendum was taken. Tt will be remembered
:he early figures of the voting in Australia itself
ished and showed a relatively small majority against

m the advocates of that policy expressed the confident
hen the votes of the men actually serving and other
resident abroad were counted they would be found to
decision of their fellow countrymen at home. The

) publish the voting of the troops was itself extremely
s but we are now in a position to give the figures,
For Conscription 40,000

Against 106,000, "

¥, on March 27th 1917, five months after the poll the
Ster of the Commonwealth announced that the soldiers'
For Conscription 72,399

Against 58,8%

Vote as there is mych
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is your face so white, Mother?
Why do choke for breath?®

“O] have amt in the might, rrgson

That | doomed a man to death.”

doyou hide your hand, Mother? §;

d crouch above it in dread 2"
It beareth a dreadful brand, my son
‘With the dead man's blood tis red.

"lhear hiswidow cty in the might &
| hear his children weep,
And agﬂ%rsdmthm my :.ught

The dead man's blood &
doth leap.

“They put the dagger into Ty
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g CONSCRIPTION
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It seemed but a pencil then,

I did not know it was a fiend .a- gaspy
For the priceless blood of men 'f_

“They gave me the ballot p n[%er
“The grim death-warrant of doom,
And I smgly sentenced the man to dea{h
In that dreadful Tittle room.

“I put it inside the Box of Blood = sy
S o
s T € 0 litle son! 0 my litle son!

God's word-and the Brand of Cain, mﬁ{" God for your Mothers soul,

scarlet. stain may be white again
In Gods great Judgment Roll”
Unitfu. -, k.ﬁ.wmpm,mquauq.ws«m Ploca, Sudrai.

This is a reproduction of ""The Blood Vote' referred to on page 12.



