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ONE PENNY

THE STRIKES

BACKGROUND AND LIMITATIONS,

The present inaustrial trouble has
brought forward the usual shiboleths
from the daily press: This war's after-
math is “the work of the Communist
Party" as the last war's troubled end
was “the work of the IW.W." In
each case there is an evident reluct-
ance on the part of those who are
loudest in the anti-strike clamor to
admit the possibility of any objective
<cause for unrest.

Let us admit at onee that we are
Tiot eoncerned to deny that the “Com-
munist” Party uses industrial trouble
to further its own devious policy—in
fact, it is one ot fhe mosl efficient
“band waggoen” riders in existence.
But the present trouble, like that of
the last post-war period, goes deeper
than mere agitation, If any such thieg
exists.

OVERTIME—AT ANY PRICE.

To get to the root of the matter
we must cast our memories back ta
the post depression days just before
the outbreak of war, to the days when
For the first time for many years your
average worker was able to rub a
«wouple of two shilling pieces together
in his pocket. When industry, and
more particularly, heavy industry was
booming, and when, instead of wark-
ing half time, the boss expected, and
found the workers only oo eager to
work, overtime. This was the time
when the prospect of taking home
what was a bulging wage packet com-
pared with two or three years pre-
vigusly, was something which did not
permit of a detalled analysis of the
possibilities (nherent in the situation
as it then existed,

Indeed. such was the anxiety for a
little extra that men in heavy in-
dustry were willing, and thought they
were able, to work twelve hours a
shift, seven days a week. This be-
came so much the rule that all
thought of a reduction of hours, a re-
duetion made possible by the advance
o! industrial technique, was forgotten,

there grew up an acceptance by
all but a few workers, of the longer
hours as the standard working week.

‘This situation was furthered dur-
ing the war by pressure from Chau-
vinistie groups in the interests of in-
ternal propaganda, among whom was
of course the “Communist” Party.
There was now a further incentive to
overtime work, the workers found that

wn to most of them the mech-
anism of prices was on the move in
# upward direction: true to the laws
of ocapitalist society prices were as

h as the market would stand, and
that market was buoyant.

LIVING STANDARDS FALL.

Although few as yet realised if, the
© working class were already on a lower

standard of living than previously,
their overtime pay being watered
down by rises in the prices of prac-
tically every commodity, and further,
they were working on an average of
fifty-two hours a week for this re-
duced purchasing power

And now !ne =pell has been broken;

ith the cess:tion of hostilities over-
lime was drastizally cut, particularly
in heavy industry, and the full foree
of the uced purchasing
Weges was prought home to the work-
ers.  Phis was worsened by the fact
["\'\l taxation was a

0 that as
in production oecur-
ertime was once more locked
saver, but despite the over-

to as &
time a pound on pre-war standards
will only exchange for about twelve
and sixpence worth of goods at the

present time,
easily verify
chases
PRESSURE OF RANK AND FILE.
The reaction has now set in and
the workers are now attempting to

any housewife can
from her daily pur-

be to fix an arbitrary price and ig-
crease the price whenever the pres-
sure of working class demands made
it necessary,

The seller of commodities, that s,
your boss and mine, struggles against
the workers® demands for higher wages
and shorter hours simply because he
realises that other things being equal
an increase in the wage rate of his
particular indusiry means a lower
rate of profit for him,

MILITANCY PAYS!

The workers are told that struggling
for higher wages and the strikes that
arise out of this struggle are no good
to the worker, but the lie direet is
given to this by the fact that those
unions whose militancy and organisa-
tion are unexploited have a lower
wage rate, with fewer extras. and
more pinch-penny classifications, than
those unions whose organisational
strength is exploited at every favor-
able opportunity. A comparison be-
tween the wage rates of the 'hu.‘.uh.lu
trades workers and the . engineeriog
trades workers is sufficient to prove
this.

In this connection the huilding
trades union was particularly active
In the boom period before the lase
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SOCIALISTS WE ARE VERY MUCH CONCERNED
EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN THEIR
STANDARD OF LIVING AGAINST THE ENCROACHMENTS
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1944,

make up the ground lost through their
largely self-im wartime restric-
tion on struggles over wages; the
trade union leaders, reluctant as these
well established bureaucrats are to set
in motion the organisational machin-
ery of trade union resistance, are be-
ing forced into activity by the grow-
ing pressure of rank and file discon-
tent over wages and hours of work

WAGES AND PRICES.

Now the hoary old shiboleths come
thick and fast from the daily press,
with ong voice they shout the warn-
ing about inflation, and point to what
they consider to be an automatic ef-
fect of an Increase in wage rates, an
increase in prices, They allege that
as s00n as a wage increase is gained
prices of commodities produced by the
industry in which the wage increases
take effect, will increase by an amount
proportionate to the wage increase

How easy would be the study of
economic phenomena if things were
run on these lines, that is on the
lines suggested by the daily press! In-
stead of prices ﬂuc!ua:mg about a
norm  according the of
supply and demand, all the seller of
commaodities would have to do would

PP il

war, whereas the engineering trades
unions were not only inactive in the
struggle for higher wages and ima-
proved conditions, but imposed om
themselves certain restrictions with
regard to union activity during the
war, a swell as allowing a terrifis
amount of dilution of the irade.

Enough has been said, we think, to
indicate that those who shout the
loudest about the workers acting in a
“sensible” manner are those whe are
afraid that the worker is learning tee
well to be “sensible” In his own in-
terests he is prepared to seruggle
about the price of his labor power
and not be taken in by the capitalist
apologists’ lack of knowledge of camit-
alist economics.

LESSONS OF WAR FPERIOD.

The worker has only to reflect for
a moment to see the fallacy of all
this talk of automatic increases of
price following increases of wage rates
in his own case his wages have bsen
pegged now for some years, yet prices
bave soared. A familiar example Is
motor cars—at the present time, al-
though the amount of soclally neces-
=ary labor embedied in a mofor ear
hkas not increased, but if anything has
decreased, and although wages have
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d work, hﬂ!ﬁiﬂk i

e ind backward are con-
gl:ga memllyyto the unskilled work_
This does not ent Jewish and
ing together amie-
;rbfmhalm.r ‘however, they are divided
into twe trade union groups, the
Arab  Trade Unions—which = were
formed despite the nppmitlnn nr the

British authorities—an

‘Whilst the Arab 'l‘rnun Unions, as
far as information ean be obtained,
are very liftle different to the Trade
Unions here, Histadruth “is not a la-
bor mgnnlsnﬂnn in our sense of the
wurd ¥ and all its other objec-

tives are co nstantly subordinate to !ls
chief objective—that of aiding in the
establishment of the Jewish National
Home." (“Palestine,” by W. C. Low-
dermilkc, p. 963 It was this Zionist
outlook thaf caused the failure of the
_ afttempt made in 1923 fo unite the
two trade union urgamsatlom

(Conelusion in_ nexl. lssue)

CUTTINGS & COMMENTS

Sir Isaac Isaacs, commenling on the
McKell affair: “The objection of
political  disqualification  could be
applied to other offices. Amng Chief
Judge Drake-Brockman appoint=-
ed to the Arbitration Cﬂﬂl't in 1921 by
the Brupe-Page Government. He was
a senator for Western Australia from
1920 to 1826. He was alsa past presi-
dent of the Employers' Federations of
Australin—a severe test for the judi-
cial position.” —-Me]houme “Herald,"
!24‘11/48.

No

“Two

Tokic'

WL
from Berlin by US. officials, after
German Dewspaper Wwriters
that both war. The critics
complained that it's too hard to ex-
plain to their readers ‘Why Allled war
pictures are different” from Hitler
films banned by the TU8."—] “The

t" TS.A, July 27, 1046,
No Smn for Slum Dwellers,
“We made several other calls. Evem
‘around these off-the-beatem

track ' areas of Fitzroy and North
* Carlton it seemed obvious that if any-
the report erred

thing, Lady Gowrie

on the side of conservatism when it
estimated that 70 per cent of these
homes in these
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 ESPERANTO AGAIN.
Mr. F. R. Banham, Melbourne,

f whe original letter appeared, with
. ulr reply, in the October "Comment,”

Lins written again and asks us to pub-
lish an article of his in reply. Here-
with his main points:

The ‘glaring defect’ of Bodmer is
that he knows next to nothing about
Esperanto, This can be proved page
by page from his “Loom of Language,
which swarms in misliterations and
errors-of fact . . .

Bodmer merits no consideration. His
assertions on the nature of Esperanto
Iave been contradicted time and again
by other scholars . . .

Where [s Basic English making
bheadway? What proof have we that
English is understood by 500 millions?
It is only the administrative language
of colored millions—a different thing
. . - How does the fact that 520 lan-
guage projects have been put for=
ward detract from Esperanto, which
must be judged on its own qualities?
I challenge the assumption that the
tendency is away from artificial lan-
puages. There is absolutely no evi-
dence that national languages are

' tending towards synthesis and the un-

planned evolving of one world speech-
form .

The lcmguage barrier is an advant-
ege to the ruling class in that it keeps
from the workers advantages possible
to those who are able to pay itrans-
lagors where even their own superior
education and faeilitles fail them. The
Yugo-Slavs, for instance, through lack
of & world publicity possible by means
of a common language, cannot get
their case across, and the Anglo-
Saxons are forced to read whatever
their press masters decree. Through
this onesided presentation hostility is
easdly engendered and S0 Wars are
born. The hardly acquired and nar-
rowly disseminated English transla-
tions have many drawbacks—doubtful
fidelity. late appearance, suspect

all tend to dissatisfaction.

_ sourees,
How “internationalists” and men of

universal aspirations can frown on
an attempt to elevate humans from
@ lngual state lower than that of
asses baffles me.  Ome thing seems
cerdmin,  No people will voluntarily,
even compulsorily, accept the cultural
hegemony of another, with its very
real menace of spiritual and economic
absorption

That the coming of an int. lang.
would be easier under socialism I do
not doubt, but the world being what
it i there s all to gain by a generali-
‘sation of the use of some neutral lan-
guage, based on the world's chief cul-
ture tongues and informed by a spirit
sympathetic to the groups character-
ised by agglutination such ms Finnish,
Hungarian, Turkish, Japanese and
others, Such is Esperanto.

REPLY
Mr. Banham atteinpts to sidetrack
the fssue. Our main point was that
he &5 actually he!'plng c:mltn:u.sm by
“compentrating, and urging others to
lnumt'n.h hln efforts In trying to
a linguistic reform which
m leaye poverty, expluleaunn and
war eompletely untouched ™
Now to his letter. (1) We quoted
Befmer's book for the simple reason
that Mr. Banham, in his first letter,

‘gave a quote (which he endorsed)

-~ THE FORUM

Irom it, without giving the page, and
on trying to locate it we found that
he left out & most important part of
the quote. Whether Bodmer makes
mistakes of fact in regard to Esper-
anto or not is irrelevant, but we no-
tice that Mr. Banham did not attempt
to discredit his main points, nor did
he attack Jepsersen—an “authority”
on language, if there ever was one, If
Bodmer is good encugh to be quoted
by Mr. Banham, We s¢e no reason why
we ehould not do likewlse, (20 Mr.
Banham has not challenged the fig-
ures given re the relative number of
people speaking English (200 milliony
and Esperanto (135,000 at the best).
13 While it is true that 520 language
projécts do not invalidate Esperanio
itself, it is also true that this shows
Esperanto’s claim to be an interna-
tional, easy language to be false. Or
would Mr. B. dismiss all other 519
inventors of languages as cranks? (4
We are not prejudiced in favor of
basic English, but merely pointed out
that the general tendency is towards
some sort of basic existing language.
‘We wrote: “A further assumption is
that, granting the adoption of some
aux!lia.ry international language

BASIC ENGLISH OR AN
AR[D:!C‘(AL ONE LIEKE ESPERAN-
TO, I8 IMMATERIAL) this would
help to bring about world peace. This
view is also erroneous.”

(5) Mr. B’s lack of understanding
of Capitalism is revealed in what he
writes about “World publicity.” we
would challenge him, for instance, to
try and get a true description from
an esperanto speaking worker in Rus-
sia, of the State Capitalism prevail-
ing there. It is not a question of
“linguistic censorship” but of political
suppression. The ruling class every-
where control the press, radio, etc
and naturally are not favorably dis-
posed towards using these means for
anti-capitalist propaganda. Would Mr.
B. maintain that an Esperanto press
would be less pro-cpitalist than
non-esperanto one?

(8) Finally, before vou have “cul-
tural Hegemony™ you must have
economic hegemony—not vice versa.
We still fail to see that there is any-
thing to gain, let alone “all to gain
by the use of Esperanto, even if it
were 100 per cent. perfect and truly
international. Workers should con-
centrate their energies on fighting
Capitalism, not on chasing the 1001
will-o’-the-wisps, linguistic or other-
wise, which the well-meaning but
mistaken reformists urge them to
support.

—HH

Justice: Seuth African Version.

“A young native girl was today sen-
tenced to six months' imprisonment
because she bore a child to a Euro-
pean youth. The father . . . was
given a seéntence of ome year's im-
prisonment . . Both were chs u's d
under the Immorality Act.
“Herald,” 4/12/46.

“Unfortunate.”

“Judge Foster sald (in interim basic
wage enquiry) it was an unfortunate
feature of the system that the work-
ers’ WEgH had lagged behind for four
e worker mnever quite
“Herald," 28/11/46.

caught Uﬂ

it Rl o

CUTTINGS ~Continued,
In the Neck.

“The worker s the fellow who bas
got the axe both ways. In the firet
place his wages were pegged, and,
apart from a small war-time loading
and minor eost-of-living adjustments.
his gross earnings are virtually not a
gTeat deal more than before the war.
A goodly slice of taxation decrensex
his gross earnings, so that his ‘take
home’ pay averages 12§ pe. less than
bis .pre-war earnin On top of this,
consumer and utility commodities
have increased by a minimum of 3§
1-3rd per cent, on pre-war prices
Thus, a simple calculation ghows that
his standard has dropped by 15 per
cent. Tn ether words, he cannot live
upon what he gets today”™—“Agc''
28/11/46, their emphasis
A Thought for the New Year,

“Atom bombs can be mode eheaply
in large numbers, and will become
more destructive There {8 no
military defence against the atom

bomb." — Committee of American
Atomic Sclentists q. in “Herald™
18/11/46

Compulsory Unionism?

“Requests by the AC.T.U, that com-
pulsory unionism should pe made the
rule of industry will be zeriously con-
sidered . . . early next

ld 17117486,
are entirely opposed to com-
\'u‘~or unlonism brought about by the
interference of an ouiside body, the
Government. Men who are forced fo
joln unions will not take any ioter-
est in the Union, will form an apathe-
tic group on whose backs “leaders”
will it even easier to climb into
DG“ r than they do now. What &
n, when the ACTU. which is
\.pp«m..i to represent the workers on

the econom to E
against hments of
State, ie.

the mling

p of unions

1 tion would
further en the unions, tle
them even firmer to the State maesh-
ine, provide & happy hunting ground
for job hunters, and hinder, if not
prevent, the growth of any independ-
ent working-class outlook in them

—H

SOCTALISM IN ONE COUNTRY?

his recent interview with Alax-
r Werth, Stalin was asked: “Is
Communism in one colintry poasible?”
Stalin answered: “Communism in one
ountry is perfectly possible, especi~
ally in a country like Russia.'—*Tri-
bune,” official Australian ‘Commun-
ist" Party organ, 27/0/48.

Let us now see what Stalln had to
say on this point in 1924:

“For the overthrow of tha bowr-
geoisie, the efforts of one country are
enough—to this the history of our own
revolution certifies. For the final vie-
tory of socialism, for the organisation
of socialist production. the efforts of

itk especially a peasamt

country ours, are not ensugh—
for this we must have tha efforis of
the proletarians in saveral of the mmt
countries.'—*

Leninism” by J. Stalin, April, WH
editlon, section IIL.

And let Frederick BEngels commsnt
on both statements:

,‘Question 19 ‘Will this revolibom
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be able to proceed in a single coun-
try only?"

Answer: No. The great industry has
already, through the clreumstances
that it has created the world market,
brought all the peoples of the earth,
and particularly the civilised people,
Into &uch eloss connection with one
.nmher that every eingle people is

dent on what happens fo an-
Further, it has equalised so-

dul development in all civilised lands
to the extent that in all these lands
e and proletariat have be-

come the two decisive classes of so-
ty, the struggle between the two,
two prineipal struggles of the day.
‘The Communist Revelution, therefore.
will be no merely national one, it will
. be a Revolution proceeding simultane-
ously in all civillsed countries; that
is, in England, America, France and
Germany at least. It will develop

German Workers Awaken,

guicker or slower in each of these
gountries according as the one or the

other coluntries possessés a mMmore per-
fected industry, a greater wealth, a
more considerable mass of productive
forees, Its accomplishment, there-
fore, will be slowest and hardest in
: Germany, swiftest and easiest in Eng-
land. It will likewise have a con-
" sidergble reaction on the remaining

countries of the world, and entirely
alter and greatly accelerafe their
previous mode of development. It is
# universal Revolution, and will
' = therefore have a universal terrain al-
=0."—Quoted, in {full, from Engels'
“Principles of Communism” (1847}
Workers' Intelligence Bureau Ed, p.
21-32.

; ' CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED.

Melbourne: M, MeD,, 6d; HH., 2/-;
¥L., 6/-. Stanhope, Vic.: RD. 5/8.
Selby, Vie.. J.T. £2. Gilliat, Qld.:

RP, I0/-. Total for December:

“In keeping with their decision A
nmainﬂmm ;:e prices and wages lnlnt: LECTURES
uced onder the Nazis, the =
tlon abthorities forbade naewilg:e gl
unions to press for higher wages ., . Jan, 14th: “Fres Will and
In the atmosphere of discontent . . Boclalism<=%, Gonon
the role of the trade unions is be- Jan. 28th: “Heredity and
coming more difficult. Their leader- Environment."—8 Willis
ship is anxious te aveid conflicts with
the British Military Government. But Other  Tuesdays Branch
it is feeling more and more strongly Meetings. Open to Public
ihe presture for some action (hat All activities at: Temper~
comes from the rank amd file; and it ance Hall, Russell sStreet, 8
eannot felp vielding to L e p.m, :
and voleing the grievances of German o vertis Ag
workers"—"Age,” 1/12/46, our em- Ay il
phasis. Column, A
Beems as if German T.U.'s are not
s0 different from ours, doesn't it? NEW ZEALAND, 4
— o7 e, Auckland: Economic and %
iIlKRA’I‘URE [All prlel.s Discl n Class Very
Monday, 730 pm Ar-
“Bocialism” v Td penters Unlon  Rooms
“SP. Principles and Fﬂ]icy ad Union Bank of Austral- ¢
“Family Allowances” .. 44 aszia Bldgs, East Street and
“Beveridge re-organizes EKarangohape Road,
Foverty” .. 5d, Petone: Watch local Press! #
“Nationalisation or Socialism?” . 1od All Lectures, ete., free, Quas- :
tions, Diseussion Come
% i along!
NOW AVAILABLE: MARKIST
CLASSICS. AUSTRALIAN BRANUHES.
‘Critique of the Gotha Program” SP.A-—SYDNEY: PO. Bax
(Karl Marx}, 7d., post free. 2291, GPO. Meets fort-
“Capital,” Val. I, abridged (Earl g Dnightly, Tuesda: L
Marx), 4/-, post fre ; 89, Station House, Rawson
Have YOU teen our "Sludy Notes"? £ Place. Public invited
21 subjects—free. ; 5
Details from “Press Service,” Melb. # SEA-MELBOURNE: PO. §
it E Box 1440-M. Meets every 5
COMPANION PARTIES i “
S.P, of Canada. X

P.0. Box 1751, Winnipeg, Man.
S.P. of Great Britain.
2 Rughy St., London, W.C.1.

Box 62, Petone,

THREE SOCIALIST MONTHLIES,
“Socialist Standard"

0 5/6 yriy.
S.P. of New Zealand. “Western Socialist” = 2/9 § mths
‘.Z. “Socialist Comment"” 2/6 yriy.

1/3 6 mths.

PO
Workers S.P. of U.8.

27 Dock Sq., Boston 8, Mass. (NZ.: 1/6

per year, post free.)

Our funds ave low, We de-
pend on working-class support.
I you're in sympathy with our
work, send us a donation.

‘Treasurer,
- “Soeialist Comment.”
: PO, Box 1440-M., Melb,

SPECIAL OFFER!

Every NEW subscriber to the 10/-
offer will receive free, and post
free. 6 Back fIssues of the
“Standard.”

State whether interested in some
particular subject.

Stocks limited—so ACT N O W

SPA. P.O. BOX 140-M
Melbourne.

All Three: TEN SHILLINGS A YEAR
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tahonr alene wealth is produe
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OBJECT.—The estibllshmml of a system of society based upon the
common ownership and demucratic control 6f the means and instruments for
nrnﬂuclnc and distributing wealth by and in the interest of the whole
Tlm Socialist Pnrties al Alllkallu and New Zealand hald:
1. That society as at present bmltﬂitut-d is based upon

of living (i.e.
vailways, ete.) by the casitafist or master class, and the
consequant enslavement of the warklnn class,

I|
il g R g
those who possess but do not produce. and those who

3. That this antagonism can he abolished only by the
nmnmﬂpltlun n| the working class from the domination of
ihe lass, e conversian into the common orop-
orty n! soelaty of tho maans of production and distribu-
tion, and their demoeratic control by the whole neople.

order of ;nelll nvnlullnn the working

lnvohru Inn amlnelnntlan

of government,
on. exists only fo conserve the

SPNZ

manopoly by the capitalist class of the wealth taken from
the workers the working class must ormapise consciously
and palitically for the conguest of the powers of govern-
ment. national and local, in order that this machinery.
including these forces. may be converied from an instru-
ment of onpression into tho agent of emancipation and
the overthrow of privilege. aristocratic and nlutocratic,
7. That as all political parties are but the exsression ef
class interests. and as the interest o @ working elass is
diametrically onposed to the In!erest of all sections of the
master class. the party seeking working elass emancipation
must be hostile to svery ather party.
R THE SOCIALIST PARTIES OF AUSTRALIA AND

EW ZEALAND therefors enter the field of palitical
aeﬂcm determined to wage war against all other nolitical
parties, whether alleged lahour or avowedly capifalist. and
ra|l unnn the members of the workln-y (-I‘\ss of this gountry

uster under their hanne: to the end that a speadv

tzrmln.‘n(iun may be wrought to the svstom which deprives
them of the fruits of their hhuur. and that peverty mav
nive nlace to comiort, privilege to equality. and slavery
to_freedom.

Those agreeing with the "lllm'E yrmclu\zs and desiring
enrolment analy to mearest mid
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