LENIN AND THE
BOLSHEVIK PARTY

FRONT LINE e

journal of the international socialists

ITALIANS IN AUSTRALIA:
A HISTORY OF STRUGGLE




e ]

Fo

HELLO AGAIN...

Front Line has not appeared for about two years. We
hag to discontinue publication during that time to estab-
lish our newspaper, The Battler. Now we are going to pub-
ish the journal once again.

It will look somewhat different. One of the aims of

‘the old Front Line was to establish some basic theoretical
~ documents, a task that has been more or less completed in

the mean time. The journal will have less of a theoret-

‘ical format in future.

It will try to be a popular educational journal, open
to a working class audience as well as intellectuals.

Another aim of the old Front Line was to produce some
analysis of the major unions, migrant groups, and other

~aspects of the struggles of today. This aim was never
achieved, and we hope to return to it now.

Front Line will appear irregularly, as resources

permit. For that reason we are not taking subscriptions,
‘but if you would like to be assured of getting each issue,
’ d&‘np us a line to PO Box M8, Newtown South, NSW 2042,

?ront Line is being published in Sydney. For that
rgasm\ nig ‘cannot be produced under the direct supervision
of the IS National Executive. Consequently, particular
formulations are mot necessarily official policy of the
1S, but of the authors. Unsigned articles are the respon-
sibility of the IS Education Department. The general
dirhb-'pn- F the journal will, of course, reflect the
the International Socialists.

i
the main article in this issue is a veview

e have included no other book reviews. But we
ure that the last section of the journal will
reviews (books, films, records, etc), of about
0 s in length. We will also consider publishing

sémg pﬁges of debate and critical comment from our readers.
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The ship-builders' demonstra-
tions have been impressive in
their militancy. On the other
hand the BWIU's cavalcade to
Canberra produced scarcely 100
demonstrators, half of them of-
ficials, and was limited to tame
visits to tame MP's.

The Parramatta Unemployed
People's Movement is quite mili-
tant and political, but the other
groups are limited to band-aid
operations.

So the response is still weak,
but at least it is there, which

‘is a step forward over a year

ago.

OQutside New South Wales, the
issue is not so much actual sack-
ings as the problems of youth in
finding a job. Hopefully there
will be more activity around
this issue in 1977.

Meanwhile, with the dafeat of
the political strikes, the wages
issue will move to the fore-
front. As unemployment fipally
stabilises, unions will regain
some of their confidence. Union
leaderships, who have used the
political issues as an excuse
to dodge the wages guestion,
will be put on the spot.

The employers see wages as a
key issue too. They are putting
in claims themselves in wage
hearings. The militancy of one
company, Repco, became obvious
when the workers found out that
the company has deliberately re-
duced production targets to be
able to weather strikes. The
result has already been a number

of lengthy, but unsuccessful strikes
at Repco shops.

With militancy building up on both
sides, the ''phoney war" should end
soon on the wages front.

SOUTH AFRICA

Most observers have been aston-
ished at the staying power of the
black movement, and its ability to
escalate the struggle month by month.

That even includes some of us on
the Left, who always understood the-
oretically that feeling was so high
among the blacks that, once the lid
blew off, there would be no going
back.

It has been widely pointed out
that the South African explosion is
a logical flow-on from the defeats
suffered by imperialism in Angola
and Mozambique, and the black succes-
ses in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia).

In another sense, however, it all
began with the miners in Durban a
couple of years ago. Their strikes
were the first clear indication that
South Africa's black workers were
feeling their power as a class.

The devastating impact of their
political strikes during recent
months shows how effectively they
have learned to use that power.

One other impressive aspect of the
most recent struggles is the degree
to which the coloureds (mixed-race)
have aligned themselves with the
blacks. It is a sign not only of a
high political consciousness, but
also of the confidence which the
black movement inspires.

Finally, we note that the whites
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LEININ

Volume Two of Tony C14ff's work, reviewed by Tom 0'Lincoln

In 1917, the Russian working class seized power. To make this giant step
ossible, it tock a group of trained and experienced revolutionaries.

This group formed the core of a mass party which organised the most mili-
tant sections of the working class, and enabled them to lead their class

to power.

Much of the first volume, and part of the second, of Tony Cliff's work
on Lenin is about the building of the hard core, the cadre. Most of the
second volume is about the mass party that made the revolution. 1o under-

stand the second, you have to understand the first.

THEORETICAL BATTLES

e 1917 in factional battles. The

Lenin spent much of his time befor
od and another socialist

following exchange between the Menshevik Axelr

tells us a lot about him:

Socialist: Do you mean to say that all these splits and guarrels
and scandals are the work of one man? But how can one
man be so effective and dangerous?

another man who for twenty-four
hours of the day is taken up with the revolution, who
has no other thoughts but thoughts of revolution, and
who, even in his sleep, dreams of nothing but revolu=
tion. Just try and handle such a fellow.

Axelrod: Because there is not

out the m_sn_be‘hind the politics. Consequently
the politics of those old debates come alive as we watch Lenin fight them.
It was Lenin's desire for revolution that animated him, mot sectarianism.
In 1903 he fought his volutionary politics.

Cliff's book tells us ab

first two great battles for 1€

 The first was against the neconomists"” who wanted to limit the workers
to economic struggles, while the intellectuals worked for political
reform. Lenin insisted that the class struggle had to be made political
at every opportunity. Revolutionaries had to take up political issues,
and all kinds of oppression, among the workers. If they did so:

The most backward worker will understand, or will feel that
the students and religious sects, the peasants and the au=
thors are being abused and outraged by those same dark forces
that are oppressing and crushing him at-every step of his
life. Feeling that, he himself will be filled with an 2

resistable desire to act.s.
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No drop of blood of a German soldier may be sacrificed to the
power lust of the Austrian ruling group (or) to the imperialist
profit interests. ..The soclalist proletariat refuses all respon=
.i-b_t.ljty for the events which are being conjured by a ruling
class blinded to the point of madness. h

1y four days later, the same Cerman Social Democrats voted for
ary budget. Lenin, having read all the fine words, assumed
heard this news that it wae a forgery published by the German
t,affl- But similar betrayals followed all over Eurape.

did not hesitate to oppose this trend. "The present war is im-
n character," he wrote. 'The imperialist war is ushering in
the social revolution...In all the advanced countries the war
d on the order of the day the slogan of socialist revelution...
ation of the present war into a civil war is the enly correct

ian slogan.

even further. He stated that the defeat of his own country,
as the lesser evil. Socialists in other countries should like-
‘the defeat of their own country. After all, a revolution at
akening the war effort! Many revolutionaries at the time

s position contradictory and imcomprehensible, and formally per-
But Lenin was never interested in being formally correct.

o smoke out the waverers and the renegades, and to separate
them the serious revolutionaries who would fight against war.

‘*.ei‘ui' he exaggerated. Lenin often over-corrected in this way.
the twig" to straighten it, and he didn't mind who was shocked.

rench philosopher has said: '"Dead ideas are those that
r in elegant garments, with no asperity or daring.

ey are dead because they are put into general circulation

‘become part of the ordinary baggage of the great army

philistines. Strong ideas are those that shock and scan-

ze, evoke indignation, anger, and animosity in some,

‘enthusiasm in others.

ite over the war would separate out the enthusiastic ones:

experience of the war, like the experience of any

risis in history...stuns and breaks some people, but
ightens and tempers others.

and political positions were not an end
es. They were a means to building the party and making the
Because Cliff shows us the debates against the background
titudes, they are a hundred times clearer than in many other

political arguments
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PART TWO: ALL POWER TO THE SOVIETS

1917 the Tsarist regime collapsed under the pressure of
es and demonstrations -- and in the face of a dissolving
governments arose simultaneously to fill the gap.

tl_-qg,official government, which claimed the right to rule. But
nment had very little real authority. It represented only the
. The working class refused to accept its instructions unless
so approved by the second government -- the soviets.

I
; Aﬂ‘sovigl" means "'council”. The councils of workers'
1 depaities which sprang up spontaneously after February rep-
ew kind of state -- a workers' state. They were quite capa-

ing the country.

leadership of the soviets was in the hands of parties like the
who wanted to hand over all power to the capitalist official

ment was that Russia wasn't ready for socialism. After all,
d backward country. On paper, the Mensheviks were right.
\e Bolsheviks agreed with them -- until Lenin got back from

d that socialism was impossible in Russia alone. But the
ed the conditions for internationmal revolution, he argued.
kers took power in Russia, it could be the spark for uprisings
urope.

oretical arguments of the Mensheviks reflected their ties to
id middle classes. But the Bolsheviks were based on the most
s. These workers were instinctively moving toward the

ist revolution. Why were the Bolsheviks willing to accept

Tguments?

ad just come back from exile. They
others had developed a conservative
n times past the Bolsheviks had spoken only of a democratic

Russia, to sweep away Tsarism. There was no talk of so-
at revolution. This old theory had been developed by Lenin

‘the Bolsheviks clung to it.

e Bolshevik leaders h
o find their feet. But

uation, Lenin revised his theory at a

£ the workers took power throughout Europe, they could help
d socialism. The workers in Russia should transfer all power
ts, and create a workers' republic, as the first step to the

revolution.

.ing at the world sit
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@s great un-
was

d that Pravda was not a
:

¢ our own national centre.

moderate in Petrograd i 7
Kronstadt. grad, and downright backward in militant cen-

country centres, Bolsheviks and Mensheviks didn't even split
as September. On the other hand the Bolsheviks of the
. :: w:rc c::}l‘l‘l)n% as early as March for the soviets to take
h s a mon efore Lenin returned to Russi i
ey ussia to win over the

lors at Kronstadt were so radical that Leni
5 ¢ nin had to repeatedl
them. There was a continual tendency during 1917 for rrllzlil:arlt!lr
e _g(rnnstadt to push for immediate action, and get themselves

s a result.

st famous case was the July Days. Militant sections demanded
ons, and were moving toward insurrection. The Bolshevik lead-
1ieved an insurrection might succeed in Petrograd, but that

d would be isolated and the insurrection quickly crushed. They

the demonstrations.

Bolshevik workers were angry and frustrated. Some tore up their
ards in disgust. Other went right ahead and organised demon-
in defiance of the leadership. The unevenness of the class
‘expression Tight through the party. The party was not some
sealed vessel suspended above the working class itself.

\KNESS OF THE BOLSHEVIK CENTRE

venness of the membership and the masses of new recruits put
ins on the organisational centre of the party.
confronted with great

it be some consolation to our members,
21 problems, to know that at the time of the February revolution

|sheviks had a treasury of 100 Tubles -- about $200 in terms of
ng power. in September, the sec etariat complained that out

local committees, only 24 of them had sent in dues! Most of the

ere raised not from dues, but by special collections and fund

es complained constantly about the centre. It
he Central Committee was only a vpetrograd Com-
parent concern for the Temainder of Russia.
Wit seems to su that the CC acts
nisation," and another
1y a Petrograd papeT.

ovincial committe
to hear that tl
on account of its ap
pate from Central Siberia said;
\Psid.iary department of the petrograd Orga
national paper but on

discussion before and during our own July National Committee
ong said some similar things

comrades from Sydney and Wollong n
1 The Bolsheviks had two excuses, which
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king class that broke quickest from patriotism. At the
ar, str1k|:-§ were few. But by the second h;.lf.nr 14
_bitter strikes, including clashes with the police. The

began to grow. But their
b 0 v greatest ohle ck
lack of intellectuals, Bttt

'.‘ worker tried to get a leaflet written agai
0 intellectuals who had been members of the party. But
_pro-war, and the rest were frightened. He tried to
» but his Russian was inadequate (apparently he was
ing it would be taken for a German publication because
poor, he again sought intellectuals to edit it. None
the leaflet had to be published mistakes and all.

st the

IES ON THE WORKERS

Bolsheviks arrived at Lenin's anti-war position on their

ce, a group of Latvians reached the conclusion that the

' should be turned into civil war, without seeing Lenin's
thout having any theoreticians among them.

€ available for changes in the composition of the party
e of the revolution but there is no doubt that the bulk
its were workers and soldiers. Figures for individual
jey were almost entirely proletarian in compesition. In
there were 3,182 members: 2,926 were worKers, 209

other reports. K : "local students and teachers
local work'; Finland: "Intellectuals (besides officers)
ow: "New forces of intelligentsia -- practically absent."

rprising that Lenin had immense faith in the working
a pamphlet a month before the revolution, aimed at ex-

prejudice that the workers were too ignorant to wield
" that the state apparatus was too complicated for simple
It was called Can the Bol Retain State Power?

e the 1905 revolution, Russia has been governed by
00 landowners, who have perpetrated endless violence
& 150,000,000 pecple, heaped unconstrained abuse
hem, and condemned the vast majority te inhuman
and semi-starvation. Yet we are told that the
00 members of the Bolshevik Party will not be able
overn Russia...

. have a "magic way" to enlarge our state appaz_-acus

old at once, at one stroke, a way which no cap_utal.(st
ever possessed, or could possess. This n.ugac way is

raw the working people, to draw the poor, into the daily

k of administation.
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party needs routine for stability. .‘fhe Bolsheviks,
ilt up work pat terns, siructures, styles of work -- and
his letters | 2 | to question wliether they w getting moded. Party
world revo- s got into a rut.
\ The Central
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\ final trap. The mas appear unready. Of course they
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volution, there is s tims of explosive spantaneous struggle.

PAGE FIFTEEN




in Australia

hermometer ce S0 little ma-
reflected the subject, we
rved to be pub—

y Italians in

age of discov-
an Italian
dition could be

year, another

‘most important
ion at the
Raffaello Car-

A HISTORY OF STRUGGLE

lzlmgu?ges, was given the job of co-or-
dinating all the Europeans.

;i Not all accounts credit Carboni
with a heroic role in the following
battle. But just to be at his post
was a courageous act of sorts, since
most of the miners who had voted for
insurrection the night before had
disappeared by the time the first
shots were fired.

The miners were arrested, and Car-
boni among others was tried on a
charge of treason. But no jury could
be found to declare them guilty, so
Carboni was released, and proceeded
to write a book about his experiences.

He then returned to Europe to take
part in the Italian wars of indepen-
dence in 1859-60.

GUIDO BARACCHI

Another revolutionary figure was
Guido Baracchi, who was active in the
socialist movement at the turn of the
century. He was the son of an
Italian noble, and had studied at
Melbourne University, but after a
trip to Europe he became a socialist
and joined the Labor movement. In
1920 he was among the founders of
the Communist Party, and together
with Percy Laidler he organised the
Victorian branch.

saracchi who, as editor of

zine Proletarian Review, ifi-

troduced Lenin's ''State and Revolu-
tion" to Australian readers.

paracchi participated in the Com-
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jorkers began hold protest

& a week. Eventually,
eman manhandled a dem-
one march became vio-
e were brought in from
ith pistols and clubs.

ans were accused of
the trouble, although

everal nationalities

i. One barracks, occu-
t entirely by Italians

)y force. Of course

government did little

the causes of the un-

talians and other

ind jobs, they were
ghted with what they
and conditions in the
s ’fpere particularly
ns workers particip

n two famous strikes.

AT FORD AND GM-H

trike was at GM-H
n's Bend, in Mel-
1964, when this fac-
uilt, it was considered
ctory -- a workers'
The workers thought
n mid-May they won
ctories in sections of
At the same time re-
s were announced, and

this fact was widely d
R y discussed in the

}!ass meetings were held and the
union demanded a pay rise of 6 dol-
lars. On 18 September there were
further meetings, which voted for
another meeting to discuss a strike.

At the beginning of October a
strike began which lasted for weeks,
and mass meetings, each larger than
the last, confirmed the determin-
ation of the workers to press on to

tralia struck in solidarity, and
sent tens of thousands of dollars
for the strike fund.

This militancy, from workers who
had been thought docile and submis-
sive, terrified the more conserva-
tive trade union leaders. Taking
advantage of the votes of two bur-
eaucrats who had not been present
at any previous meetings, the unions'
Disputes Committee voted 21-19 to
end the strike more or less on the
employers' terms.

The voting at the following mass
meeting was a farce. Anyone could g
get a ballot paper. One person got
twenty. An announcer on Melbourne's
Channel 7 snnounced that he had
voted! In protest, Greek, Italian
and other migrant workers tried to
disrupt the vote. Only 2000 of the
4500 ballot papers Were Tecovered.

Forced back to work in this man-
ner, the workers naturally felt be-
4. The VBU was forced to dis-
te itself from the voting pro-
A Greek worker told the
press: 'The unions are bullshit.
They sold us out just when we wanted
to fight on."
turn to next page.
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