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1934.

HE closing months of 1933 were marked

by a great increase in propaganda put
forth by the ruling class throughout the whole
world, stating that the end of the crisis is in
sight. It is true that these bourgeois propa-
gandists admitted that there is a long road to
travel to the “prosperity” which they desire;
but they nevertheless pointed to certain im-
provements in trade and production which,
they said, marked the commencement of a
general improvement in capitalist economy.
How do these statements compare with the
facts?

A host of events has shattered the illusions

which the bourgeoisie has attempted to create.

The crisis is deepening in Germany. Profound
disillusion with #the fascist regime exists
among the great masses of the population.
The working-class, despite the maintenance of
the most ferocious terror, is rapidly gathering
its forces and consolidating them. War pre-
Parations are being pushed ahead. The whole
capitalist world has been shaken by the violent
revolutionary events in France and Austria.
The ruling class is having recourse, more and
more, to naked white terror. The revolution-
ary upsurge in the Balkan States is evidenced
by the fresh wave of terror there ; for example,
the shooting of the Roumanian railway
workers, the torture of political prisoners on
4 gigantic scale, etc. Poland is the scene of
constant fierce conflicts. The peasants, especi-
ally in White West Ukraine, are becoming
More and more insurgent. In Ireland the
Workers are putting up a fierce struggle
against the bourgeoisie and their fascist Blue-

shirt agents. In Britain, as elsewhere, the
Reichstag fire trial has worked a great anti-
capitalist ‘outburst. In Spain, the working-
class is continuing its persistent struggle
against the forces of counter-revolution. In
Italy, especially in the northern areas, numer-
ous mass movements of workers and peasants,
against the Mussolini regime, have taken place.
In America the Roosevelt plan has proved to
be incapable of solving the crisis of capitalism,
but has resulted in a great intensification of
the class struggle. In Japan the revolutionary
crisis is rapidly approaching. The burdens of
the Chinese war have opened wide the cracks
in Japanese Imperialism. Fascist terror is
more and more necessary to maintain capitalist
rule.

In a number of colonial and semi-colonial
countries great anti-imperialist struggles are
taking place. The Cuban workers are prepar-
ing for the decisive struggles. In Palestine
the Arab workers have made a powerful
counter-thrust against British Imperialism,
masking itself under the cloak of Zionism. In
China the Soviets have again defeated the
armies of the Kuomintang and the foreign Im-
perialists. In India revolts are constantly
occurring.

All of these events indicate that the crisis
in the capitalist system is producing violent
convulsions within that system. The conira-
dictions between capitalism and socialism are
being accentuated. But the growth and
strength of socialism in the U.S.S.R., together
with its consistent peace policy and the reve-
lutionary upsurge in all capitalist countries on
the one hand, and the antagonisms between the
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imperialist powers on the other, have so far
prevented a renewal of armed intervention
against the workers’ republic. But the 1m&
perialist banditry of Japan in the East, an
the savage threat on the European front, make
the danger of war on the Soviet Union the
main problem for the international prole-

tariat.
Despite this situation, the U.S.S.R. has had

numerous victories, of which the most 1ml-
portant is the resumption of diplomatic
relations with America.

From this brief outline it will be seen that
1034 is to be a year of storm. Wars and revo-
lutions are already in progress. It will be
possible to deal here only with some aspects
of the crisis, with the acute threat of war, and
with the latest developments in Australia.

Bankruptcy of Roosevelt Plan.

The tremendous wave of propaganda de-
signed to confuse and obscure the real issues
has now largely died down as a result of the
exposure of the plan in practice. It was easy
for Marxists to predict this failure. We knew
at the outset that the ultimate result would be
an aggravation of the crisis. From its incep-
tion it was obvious that it was designed to
seize more profits for the big industrial and
finance capitalists by crushing out their small,
unorganized competitors, by impoverishing
millions of farmers, and, above all, by con-
ducting a nation-wide campaign against the
working conditions and living standards of the
working-class on an unheard-of scale. The
shortening of working hours has meant a great
intensification of labour. Ruthless wage-
slashing, combined with inflation, has resulted
in'a sharp fall of real wages. The rapid ex-
tension of forced labour schemes for the un-
employed shows clearly that American capi-
talism is making frantic attempts to improve
its position at the cost of untold misery for
the great mass of the population.

~ There has been a revival of industry to some
extent. Especially in the steel, textile, and
aptor_nobile industries there has been a sharp
rise in production. But this is the result of
two main factors—first, the wild speculation
which is the result of inflation; and second,
the increase in armaments and war prepara-
tions evidenced by the expenditure of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars on naval building,
the construction of scores of new aeroplanes,
etc. This is the true face of the “recovery”
‘which, it is alleged, has taken place. ‘

Rie,

PROLETARIAT

It was recently announced that to ¢}
4,400,000 families receiving relief last winger
(i.e., about 20,000,000 people), there has beeq
added a further 1,000,000. This does not
include several million people who are receiy-
ing relief from private charity schemes. Wha
is the significance of such facts as these?

They indicate that the crisis is not passing,
In actual fact the true explanation is that
American capitalism is making a prolonged
and savage onslaught on the conditions of the
whole population, particularly the workers,
while at the same time ncreasing the produc-
tion of the means of destruction. The out-
come of the Roosevelt plan can now be seen
to be an wncrease in the instability of American
capitalisin, and hence of world capitalism, and
the preparation of an attempt at solving the
crisis by an armed conflict.

In the closing months of 1933 industrial
production again declined rapidly, following
the increase which amounted, at its peak in
the middle of June, to 50.8% more than at the
beginning of 1933. At this time the index
of monthly production (1928=100) was 894.
In August it fell to 83.8, in September to 780.
It has since continued to decline.

Of great importance is the fact that
American capitalism is unable to increase its
production in the basic heavy industries. In
past crises it has always been the rule for an
increase in engineering production and the
building of new industrial establishments t©
herald the end of the crisis. No such move
has yet occurred, and, despite the pressure
which Roosevelt brings to bear on them, many
of the trusts, especially the railway companics.
are extremely unwilling to renew their stock,
because, in the past few years, they have been
working only 30-40% of their capacity In
addition, the increase in exports which was
expected to follow inflation has not occurred,
because of a general shrinkage of the world
market and increased foreign tariffs. ,\_cumlh
a drop in exports can be noted. Thus 1t hap-
pened that, just when the plan seemed to be
succeeding, it suddenly and “ynexpected))
failed.

It has aggravated the class-struggle (02 ¥ ry
high pitch. The wave of strikes which broke
out almost at the commencement of th¢ plan
has continued right up to the presen Lj.‘i;
These struggles are becoming wider in thelr
scope, and there is an increasing tendency 0f

those participating in them to follow revolu-




Bitter struggles are taking
and steel industries. The
‘these is Pennsylvania, where
fought against the steel code.
extended to 14 other States.
was declared in New Mexico,
‘martial law existed in many other
following happened at the town

Armed guards in hundreds
puty sheriffs. They attacked un-
pickets. In a struggle lasting 45
workers were shot dead and
sly wounded. “In the words of
 the picket lines were shot out of

s among textile and clothing workers,
> meat workers in Chicago, in the
le industry, and a widespread struggle
s several million farmers in the wheat-
States, give the lie to the talk of

v the American capitalist class, but
class throughout the whole world,
“the progress of the Roosevelt plan
interest. They felt that its success
ng about a revival in world trade,
Jld be a severe blow to the rapid up-
the revolutionary movement. In this
were supported by the Labor par-
attempted to convince the masses
ople that the Roosevelt plan was the
out of the crisis. It was a “blood-
ution.”
pid worsening of the workers’ con-
. impoverishment of the farmers,
s of the murdered miners and steel
Pennsylvania, the growth of naval,
and air expenditure, the militariza-
‘unemployed, all expose the plan in
of the toilers as an attempt ‘on the
e bourgeoisie to force an even larger
the burden of the crisis on the shoul-
. workers as a prelude to the armed
ich is threatening.
ways it seems that British capital-
ed less during the crisis than

rialist power. In the state-
i 2ts there has been an air of

been an increase in the number of
d. There has been a definite
ction in the last six months.
t of the Means Test, which
diture on unemployment in-
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surance, the Budget has been balanced. Share
quotations have risen steadily. :

Since the war Britain has suffered from a
chronic crisis in its economy and, even before
the present economic crisis commenced, indus-
trial production had not touched the 1913 level.
Thus 'the crisis was less intense than in France,
America, and Germany, only on the basis of
the chronic stagnation of production. Stabili-
zation at the present level has been attained in
the following ways:

~ First, by abandoning free-trade and adopt-
ing an aggressive protectionist policy, Great
Britain made use of its position as the only
large importer of agricultural products (now
that Germany, France, and Italy have made
themselves self-supporting) to compel agrarian
countries which supply Britain to take in
return larger quantitiec of British products.
Denmark, for example, must purchase 80%
of its coal, iron, and steel goods from Britain.
Thus Britain has practically succeeded in in-
corporating “independent” countries into its
home market.

Second, Britain is the country richest in
colonies, and has, thanks to the Ottawa Agree-
ment a strong position in the Dominions.

Tinally, following the abandonment of the
gold standard, Britain has been able to stabilize
its currency to a large extent by establishing
a sterling “bloc” comprising about one-third
of the world’s population, and more than one-
third of the world’s trade.

As a result of these measures, British 1m-
ports have been reduced by one-half in the
past two years, while exports have risen
slightly. Britain is now the greatest exporting
country in the world. Nevertheless, its exports
have fallen 50% during the crisis.

It will be seen that British optimism is based
upon the exploitation of weaker competitors,
and further oppression of the workers. The
bourgeoisie themselves admit that a general
improvement in capitalist economy is neces-
sary before a marked improvement in British
economy is possible. As in America, too, the
export of munitions is very important at the
present time.

This brief consideration of the state of the
economic crisis in the two most important Im-

rialist countries leads us to the conclusion
that capitalism is not passing out of the crisis.
Desperate manoeuvres follow one another in
quick succession. Sudden and dangerous rifts
appear. The violent contradiction between
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ment proposals, those of the
, have been turned down almost
ion. Disarmament conferences
used to mask war preparations.
ion of Germany from the League
reflects the increasing antagonism
‘rance and Germany. Central Europe
come a powder-magazine, especially
recent events in Austria. Britain,
tending to vacillate on the question
re-armament, is openly assisting
re-arm.,
ions and war supplies of all kinds are
red into Germany. Britain wishes to
nany against the Soviet Union and
inst France. But at the same time British
miﬁ;l&sm is threatened by America, and
ust therefore remain as friendly as possible
~ with France. Hence its policy of apparent
e can be no doubt regarding the undis-
d preparations for war which are being
d out in every capitalist country. Secret
rations are also very extensive. We
It in a preceding section with the effect
th these preparations have had on capitalist
y, and showed the increasing economic
which must inevitably result. There is
ice here to deal with the matter in detail.
Il suffice to quote Radek’s summing-up of
position :—
The imperialist powers are afraid of war,
@ war which, according to the well-founded
presentiment of Baldwin, ‘would lead to the
. of capitalist civilization, but at the
time they are doing everything possible
e this war.”
15 the true analysis of the situation.
‘solution of the crisis lies in the hands of
king class.

Australian bourgeoisie has also con-
a campaign of “prosperity” propa-
‘That there has been a slight upward
production covering a number of im-
industries cannot be denied. The build-
d engineering industries have improved
recent months. A part of this improve-
be ascribed to the acceleration of
tions. Several factories are being
1ed, all of which will be capable
not only increased quantities of
t also new varieties such as
shells, the latest pattern machine-
ch were formerly imported. The
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remainder of the increase must be ascribed to
the necessity for replacing machinery and
buildings which fell into decay during the
earlier years of the crisis.

But no real evidence has been brought for-
ward, or can be brought forward, to prove
that the crisis is over, and that Australian
economy will gradually return to its old level.
Although the price of wool has gone
up considerably, the main profit has been
shared by the wool-brokers and the wealthiest
graziers. The price of wheat is still at its
former low level, and it is freely admitted that
the position of the poorer sections of the
farmers is becoming more and more disas-
trous. The discrepancy between the prices of
industrial and primary products is still gradu-
ally increasing, with the result that the far-
mers are being even more severely exploited
by the machine and fertilizer companies, which
have reduced a large percentage of working
farmers to a condition which is literally serf-
dom.

An investigation carried out during the past
vear by the Auditor-General’'s Department in
South Australia revealed the following fan-
tastic position of a number of farmers (taken
at random from a group of 1500). Column I.
contains the price which the farmer would
have needed in order to clear himself of all
debts (not to make a living), and Column II.
the price actually obtained : —

No. of Settler. 1 NE
oo o o 152 2/3
. T 24/9 pish
T2 Rape Tl 9/10 2/2
F5 - REINTI 2/8 2/3
FTS T A Y 4/3 2/

That these cases are not exceptional is
shown by the Auditor-General's own words
that “this group is roughly typical of upwards
of 50% of the settlers in 1931, and of more
than 50% in 1932.” (His report goes up to
June, 1933.) He revealed, also, that in the
season 1932-33 there were 5.4% total failures
among the farmers; 49.8% partial failures;
while another 34.1% could pay only advances
and interest. In all, 89.19% of the 1500 far-
mers of S.A. considered in the report were in
desperate straits. And these conditions apply
generally to the whole of Australia. Mort-
gages, loans, interest, rates, and taxes form a
multitude of ways whereby bankers and in-
dustrial monopolists are squeezing the life-
blood out of the toiling farmers of Austraha.
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 developments of note have taken
nt months. First, there is the
d increase in the militancy of
class, as shown by a wave of
the election of militants to high
positions, by the great success of
v candidate at the Flinders by-
In opposition to this there has
increase in the organization of
~and the fostering of fascist
lements by Kent Hughes and
conference of Young National-
featured by the capitalist Press.

‘remiers’ Conference one of

» be discussed is “Communism
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and Revolutionary Activity.”
breeding counter-revolution !
Of great importance are the developments

within the Labour Party. Although it still in-

ﬁ_‘uences the great masses of the workers, this

Party has lost greatly in prestige. It has

fostered disunity. It has assisted the Aus-

tralian ruling class in a thousand different

ways. Large masses of workers have become
aware of this. At a meeting held by the Labour
Party to protest against the flour tax, Scullin,
the Federal leader, received a very bad recep-
tion from the workers present. Nevertheless,
the Labour Party continues to manoeuvre under
the slogan of “Unity.” But this proposed
“unity” is nothing but an agreement between
the same old bureaucrats as to how the worker
can be deceived. It is merely unity in words.
The Labour Party still remains the same in
its attitude towards the Soviet Union, towards
the anti-war movement and revolutionary
organizations. How to deceive the workers by
using revolutionary phrases—that is the main
problem confronting the Labour Party at pre-
sent. Just as fascism is counter-revolution in
its outspoken form, so is this left manoeuvring
of the Labour Party a result of the increased
militancy of the Australian proletariat.

We have dealt very briefly with some of the
main features in the world situation at the
commencement of 1934. On the one hand we
see violent war preparations, intense national-
ism, economic collapse, and white terror
cloaked under hypocritical talk of prosperity,
disarmament, and peace; on the other the
growing revolutionary struggle of the prole-
tariat, and the success of the Soviet Union, The
danger of war, the danger of fascism—these
are the main things confronting the working-
class at the present time. Above all, the con-
tradictions between the two systems, Socialism
and Capitalism, are intensifying.

1934 will not be a year of fair weather and
prosperity. Violent class-struggles and savage
wars are the order of the day. The barometer

indicates storm.
—-Tan C. Macdonald.

Revolution is

1 Know the Causes of War?

Come to the Easter Anti-War Conference.
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Train was the express, which
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and chuckles.

snoring,” chuckled Frank, amid
being credited with all the night
bull.

ge to do more than sleep here, chaps
to live here,” continued Billy. “Yes,
three months, and if we don’t
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anyone else to. The heads
ey hold all the cards; they cer-
d this deal from a cold deck, and
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Elect a committee, and give it the
e on to the trumps bug at the

nd the motion,” spoke up Mac.
on the dole work that the only way
y and improve conditions, prevent
slave-driving, and stop intimida-
nization of workers the ganger
, was to have job committees.
is urgent, and those elected are
their hands full, so I hope the
d and that we get a good, live

1. Carried unanimously.
and returned with an arm-
‘wood, which he proceeded to
douching the flame and caus-
“of smoke.

“Leave the fire alone!™

“What the blazes are you doing#*

“Cut it out!”

A chorus of protests from the men to wind-
ward. “What's the matter with you?" snarled
Bill. “Den’t you want a fire?”

“Why the hell don’t you get dry wood?"
snapped back Paddy, making a dive at the of-
fending green timber. “Gee! you're a flea. Sit
down and stop mucking about.”

“How did 1 know it was green?" excitedly
shouted Bill. “That's the thanks I get for
trying to do you a turn.”

“Do us a real good turn, Bill,” drawled back
Paddy. “Go and bury yourself."

“Order!” “Chair!” ““Sit down!" drowned
Bill's excited reply.

“Now, Bill,” admonished Bob. “Try and
behave yourself.”
“Why pick me?” barked Bill, “I—"

“Order!” “Chair!” “Behave yourself!” re-
duced Bill to a sulky silence.

“Righto, next business, nominations for
president,” announced Bob. “I take nomina-
tions.”

“] move Bob,” spoke several voices at once.

“Any further nominations?”

“No race, Bob; you've got it all your own
way.”

“Next position. We want a secretary.”

“Billy’s the boy for that job,” said Charlie.
“Too right,” quoth Mac, “I nominate Billy.”
“Tll second that,” announced Paddy; “if we
give him plenty of work to do, it might stop
him from making funny noises with that voice
of his.”

Billy's reply to this, “Funny noises, bunk!
Do vou know, boys, my voice won me my
wife.” was greeted with howls of derision.

“She had no ear for music,” respond
Paddy. “The poor girl must have been deaf,”
emphatically answered Bob.

“No. Bob, vou're wrong," replied Billy, “T
used to sing to her, ‘I wish 1 had someone
to love me, and she married me to shut me

a3

“And no darned wonder,” unanimously
voted the gang.

“Any further nominations " demanded Bob.
“Billy does me,” said Mac. “But,” emphati-
cally, “he’ll- have to cut out snoring.”

“Hear, hear!" applauded the mob.

“Now three cheers for the committee.”

Bill again left the circle and, reappeanng
with his billy, to place it over the
fire to boil.
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“You're always thinking of your ‘stomach,”
said Paddy.

“That’s all tight,” replied Bill, “an army
always travels on its stomach.” :

“So does a snake,” said Bob. “But that is
no reason why you should get snaky and muck
up the meeting.” &

“Who is mucking up the meeting (o (éle-
manded Bill. “I'm not,” he asserted indig-
nantly, jerking himself erect, tipping contents
of biily into the fire and smothering everybody
in ashes and steam. :

When the uproar had somewhat subsided,
Bob demanded an explanation from Bill,
“Listen, Bill, if you are not trying to muck up
the meeting, then what the blazes are you
doing?”

“Garn,” defended Bill, “I didnt do it on
purpose. Any of you mugs could see it was
an accident.”

Fhaict Chairl
draw,” indignantly from Paddy.
us mugs.”

“Yes,” agreed Bob, “most unparliamentary.
I'm surprised at you, Bill. Plain, ordinary
mugs wouldn’t come to a job like this. We're
a lot of silly bloody mugs.”

“Hurrah!”

“I'll move,” announced Billy, “that Bill get
on to his belly and do what the army and the
snakes do—travel.” Hearty “Hear, hears!”

“No, Gentlemen,” ruled Bob, “just for this
once we'll temper justice with mercy; let Bill
off and get on with the business. Nominations
for the committee.”

MMac™ " Yes® . “George” ) - “¥es”

“We must have one of the card-sharps on.
_\i\ﬁmt about you, Frank?” “Sure, I'll be in
it.

“Paddy.” “No, you've got the best three
there already. I'll move that Mac, George,

STOP PRESS

I demand that he with-
“He called
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‘and Frank go on to the committee.” “He,,

hear! Tl second that,” from Charlie,

“All those in favour say, ‘Aye!”” “Aye1»

Against, Carried unanimously.

“Well, that’s that,” said Bob. “We will <
the ganger in the morning and place the pos
tion before him. Let’s see, we want an
to start with—drying sheds, fireplace,
decent water. That right?”

“Yes,” agreed old Alf, “and there’s ano:
thing, too. We want latrines at the c:
That blasted water has given me dysentc
and it’s bad enough having to wear out v
bottom without having to wear out vour I
walking 300 yards to and from the statio

“VYes,” concurred Bob, “we want latr
and also some disinfectant; that refuse
beginning to walk!”

“Anything else we should take up wl
are on the job?” enquired Bob.

“Yes, put it on him for a copper
kerosene tins to boil water in. We can’
our clothes in our billies,” suggested Char

“T’ll take care Mr. Ka-Hent Hues d
catch me in another joke like this,” gr
old Alf.

“Huh, the Fascist without a shirt,” s
Paddy. “If I could have got my claws o
when our blankets didn’t arrive, he'd have
a Fascist without a skin.”

“Too right,” agreed Mac. “It’s just as
they arrived to-day. If they hadn't, t
would have been something doing.” S
ments in which the whole gang, with memor
of an extremely miserable night, heartily
curred.

“Every dog has its day, boys,” comme:
Bob. “We’ll have ours, and we’ll deal
that gent then.”

Sanyilmax elser” . .. “Nor” “Wel
the billy, Mac, and we’ll have a cup of U
declare the meeting closed.” —]J. Hanna

ANOTHER SHORT STORY COMPETITION.
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RENCY and Williams had once
jends, drawn together by their
en the misery and chaos of the
had adopted, however, very dif-
of doing this, Montmorency
nge human nature; and he be-
could only be done by means of
Williams, on the other hand,
re was nothing for it but a social
for he considered that it was the
em, and not human nature, that was

of this difference, a certain cold-
ness sprang up between them; but neither of
them content to let the matter rest at that,
ach wanted to explain himself more fully,
that the other could not hear his point
, without eventually agreeing. While
still s state of mind they met, and very
soon got to grips on the subject.

rency : So you think, Williams, that
ing a dead-end by going in for

ns: Yes.
fou are too uncompromising in your
nd what is more, you are extremely
your thinking. You would do any-
advance the material welfare of
wouldn’t you?
is what I want.
And yet you despise education.
[ don’t despise it, Montmorency. I
an extremely powerful weapon.
—the most powerful of all weapons
of the lover of humanity. Let me
Williams : every man, at the bot-
heart, needs and desires something
erial welfare. It isn't just being
. matters; it’s self-development; it'’s
m a nonentity into someone worth
d that is what education can do for
change people, by developing all
- by making them use the in-
sensitiveness, the powers, which
them. It can enlighten them;
s to the beauty of the world;
ft of culture. i
what I admire so much in
- Education there is enlighten-

iving them all-round develop-
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ATION THE SOLUTION ?

--A DIALOGUE

ment ; and in particular it is making them feel
that they are worth while, not mere nonen-
tities. Soviet children are learning to respect
themselves, to feel responsible; and responsi-
bility is one of the keys of self-development,
Do you know that those children have their
own theatres and clubs, which they run them-
selves? And that the Young Communist
League—whose members are from 15 to 18
yvears of age—has an important place in the
building of Socialism? During the campaign
to liquidate illiteracy, each of its members
undertook to teach at least one other citizen
to read and write. That is the way to make
children develop all their faculties.

M. : Why, that's just why I am so interested
in education; that's what I want to do with it.
There i1s a world-wide movement to reform
education, Tt aims at giving more liberty to
the child; at making him responsible and self-
reliant; and at making him learn by doing,
instead of being spoon-fed by his teachers.
You admit yourself that those things are worth
doing; you say that they are being done in
Russia; very well, if they can be done there,
why not here?

W.: Because education is a weapon in the
hands of society.

M.: Yes; it is a weapon, or rather a tool,
by means of which society develops all the
potentialities of the individual.

W.: No; it is a means by which society
adapts the individual to itself.

M.: Prove that.

W.: I think history proves it. Take the
education of a savage, for instance. The
savage learns very little besides hunting,
fighting, and a few tribal ceremonies. Why?
Because that is all that his society requires of
him.

M. : I don't consider that a fair example. If
your rule does not apply to civilized races, it's
not worth much.

W.: Then take the case of Athens and
Sparta. There you had two very different
forms of society, existing at the same time and
within a short distance of each other. Sparta
was a purely military state, autocratically
ruled, always fighting for its life, and living
only for war. Spartan children were trained
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w that?

‘a Socialist - society needs
fully developed, mentally
They must have physique, be-
lo be workers and builders of
hat is no light task; they need
gence to grapple with the prob-
them. They must be practical
re theorists. They must be at
¢, because they are living by
, and creating a new culture.
need to be responsible and
_ mselves.

| how are you going to give them

new education, which can only
revolution, not precede it. Soviet
. education more seriously than
Since the revolution there
endous growth in education all
y, even in its most backward
illiteracy has fallen from 68%
ss than 1%.
ve heard of this, and rather ad-
jid development of education in a
used to be, culturally, somewhere
of the Dark Ages. But what we
not more education so much as
type of education.
that is just where Russia has
st remarkable advances, The
‘about our educational system is
s the child passive by giving him a
not a practical training; he is
ged in sitting still listening to the
reading or writing, instead of
putting what he has learnt into
Soviets have done away with
a system called polytechniza-
tes theory and practice.
heard of polytechnization, but T
hat it means, Explain it.
idea is to teach the child
ral processes of industry and
the part they play in a Social-
't understand industry and
t a scientific training, so he
s, physics, chemistry, and
and the teaching of them is
productive activity.

\ that the child learns to
ke things, at school?
school has workshops and
en begin by playing with
- go on to creative labour.
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So the child begins with the right attitude to
work. He acquires both skill and understand-
ng. He learns that his economic life—his
importance as a worker—is inseparable from
llis political and social life as a builder of
':mm:\hs!n. So that instead of being a
mechanical labourer he is a thinker. In this
way, a perfectly new intelligentsia is being
created—"an intelligentsia which possesses the
culture of the intellect that is closely connected
with labour and action, ., ., These are people
who think and reason for the sake of acting,
and who act and build consciously and intel-
lectually.” 3

M.: It sounds very fine. In fact, it's just
what I want to make of IEducation, But I
fail to see why we must wait for a revolution.

W.: But it would be madness for a ruling
class to train up its workmen in this way! Do
you suppose that this nmew intelligentsia—an
intelligentsia of action—would submit to be
ruled? No; as long as the class division lasts,
the ruling class must keep the workers “loyal” ;
it must teach them to respect the bourgeois
method of living, to think highly of bourgeois
culture, to believe in nationalism and im-
perialism, Teach the workers to think for
themselves, to criticize their “betters,” to ac-
cept responsibility, and there will be an end
of class divisions.

M.: I agree with you. A man who has
attained that perfection which mental and
physical maturity bring can have no superiors,
and will seek to have no inferiors. He will be
satisfied only with equals. In a society built
up of superiors and inferiors, such men have
no place, except as the destroyers of society.

W.: Yes, and that is why our educators
dare not try to produce such men.

M.: Do you know, I think that fundamen-
tally we are aiming at the same thing. I too
am trying to create a society composed of
equals. But I have always thought that edu-
cation is the only means; whereas you think
that we must first have a social change, fol-
lowed by a change in education,

W.: Yes, and the experience of the Soviet
has shown the truth of my viewpoint. Just
read this article, published in the “Student
Vanguard.” It is a report made by three
American students who visited the Soviet
Union in 1932. You will see how it bears
out my contention:
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“The impression we got from our study of
Soviet education is that their §ystem is com-
plex and varied in form. This, however, 15
only to be expected, for besides the task of
educating the youth, the government, faced
with a tsarist legacy of millions of illiterates,
and with a lack of greatly needed skilled and
technical workers, was forced to institute a
most comprehensive and necessarily multiform
system of adult education. One of the things
that struck us most on this tour through the
U.S.S.R. was that almost everyone we met
and everyone we spoke to was a student. Men
and women, old and young—all are studying.
One need not even talk to people, but need
only to look at the kind of literature sold at
the newspaper stands to realize how wide-
spread is the demand for technical and politi-
cal information. In the obscurest bookshops
and on the smallest newspaper stands, one
finds pamphlets and books on higher mathe-
matics, physics, chemistry, engineering, poli-
tics, and economics; and these are not popular
digests or ‘Relativity Made Easy in 10 Les-
sons’ stuff, but really rigorous text-books.

“Not only do 80 to 85 per cent. of the
students receive stipends, but many of them,
particularly ‘Shock-brigaders,” are sent away
to a summer resort or rest home for 2 months
during the year at government expense. Other
students may go to these resorts on payment
of a very small fee. Student living expenses
are further cut down by the reduction of rates
they receive on railroad, trolley, theatre and
cinema tickets.

“In addition to the government aid
enumerated above, the students receive full
workers’ pay, workers’ insurance, sick benefit

PROLETARIAT

and so on when they work in shops, factor.
mines or schools, during their practice perio |
It must be borne in mind that Soviet stydens
never study theory alone, but always combin
their theory with practice. Whether the,
students of engineering, mining, physics |
pedagogy, they always spend as much t
working in their respective fields as thes
in acquiring theory. Students usually -
two and a half months of every semestcr |
the academic year) in school, and they -
two and a half months either as com
labourers or as engineers, according
year they are in and the amount of theor
knowledge they possess. Their pract
not a haphazard affair, but follows c
their theoretical studies.

“It is so arranged that the work th
during the two and a half months of p
is as far as possible an application
theory they acquired during the two and :
months period of study. We found that
pedagogical students, in addition
practice in schools, are also sent to a f
for a month every semester so that th
become acquainted with manual labour
knitting together of theory and practic
an accident. It is a direct outgrow
Marxian teaching that theory and practic
not opposed to each other, but are co
mentary.

“The full implications of this we sha
go into, but one thing is certain, the S
student is not a creature apart from s
(workers’ society), but an integral part
He does not and cannot feel superior t
fellow workers, for he himself is a w

—N.5.!

WAR IN THE PACIFIC

THE acceleration of the forces driving
towards a new imperialist world war in-
creases from day to day. Over the last six
months a tremendous increase in this velocity
has been remarked. What last year were only
hinted at have now become incontrovertible
facts. Veils have been dropped or cast aside,
revealing war plans in all their naked brutality,
Antagonisms the world over have intensified,

have become so manifest that he who runs may
read.

The Pacific presents itself as the threat
scene of a new world war. Here all pos:
antagonisms clash. Let us consider the

- The pound, the dollar, the yen—the -
ciation of these in a race of recklessne
undercut competitors by dumping goods
lowest figure, has been an outstanding -
of capitalist economy during the p:
months. The British and American
(notably textile and chemical), whi
themselves hard hit by Japan's lead
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test loudly and bitterly. But from
come equal protests against U.S.A.’s
subsidized shipping competition: in
the antagonism between Britain and
U.S.A., which manifested itself openly at the
World Economic Conference, has intensified
during the past year. It is responsible in large

+ for Britain’s temporary support of
ﬁq&n’s policy in the Pacific (in spite of the
‘economic struggle between them), and is
doubtless one factor in U.S.A’s rapproche-
ment with the U.S.S.R. Britain’s heavy in-
dustries have a market in Japan, which must
be protected against the encroachment of
U.S.A’s steel interests; they counterbalance
for the moment Japanese attacks on British
trade. Britain is also interested in Japan as
a menace to the U.S.S.R. on the eastern front.
But the alliance is essentially unstable and has
in itself the germs of its own decay.

Unstable alliances of this kind entangle all
the imperialist nations in the Pacific. Until
recently the interests of Britain and Australia

(read British and Australian capital) were as-
sumed to be identical. Australian capital is of
fairly recent growth, but long enough to have
embraced both an anti-Japanese propaganda
campaign, which enabled it to carry on war
preparations, and a swing-over from that to a
policy exemplified by Latham’s Goodwill Mis-
sion. Australia has a favourable trade bal-
ance with Japan; the markets which Japan
been capturing in Australia are not for
the most part those of Australian capital, but
of European (including British). Hence the
strengthening of the bonds between Japan and
Australia will proceed coincidentally with the
weakening of those between Japan and
Britain. The time will come when the inter-
ests of British and Australian capital do not
coincide. As yet, however, they are sufficiently
n agreement to work as a political and mili-
tary alliance.

On one point alone can the interests of all
the imperialist powers be reconciled—that of
toward the growing power of the
and the Chinese Soviets. Japan’s in-
s of conducting an interventionist war
early date have long been flagrant.
land U.S.A. give support from the back-
the press of both countries represents
SR. as similarly preparing in im-
fashion for this war. U.S.A,, in spite
eaty signed recently, would be by no
pointed to see Japan's attacks
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made on the eastern front of the Soviet
Union; two enemies would thereby be weak-
ened, and an opportunity opened for inroads
on Japanese markets. In China the Kuomin-
tang Government has signed a truce with Japan
in order to direct all its efforts against the
spreading Chinese Soviet Republics. In Janu-
ary we saw the accumulation of warships of
U.S.A., Britain, and Japan assembled at Foo-
chow, capital of Fukien, against the impending
“rebel” attack. Foochow—the last strategic
point on the Chinese coast not directly undex
the control of imperialist forces — was the
centre of fierce competition among the very
imperialists who were seeking to “save” it
from the Chinese Soviets. The competition
gives us a foresight of future clashes in the
Pacific, on a much larger scale, between the
same competitors.

Not only the revolutionary movement is at-
tacked by these contending imperialisms. All
China is marked out for division among them,
and the growing national-revolutionary move-
ment threatens to wrest from their grasp rich
prizes of markets and raw materials. National
movements in India, the Philippines, Indo-
China, Malaya, Burma, etc., likewise directed
against imperialist exploitation, form a great
and growing menace to the hegemony of
Pacific imperialisms.

And the fundamental antagonism underlying
all these, the very source from which they
spring, is that between the imperialist-capital-
ists and their own proletariat.

These antagonisms are reflected in the war
preparations of the various Pacific powers,
now no secret.

Japan, following on her conquest of Man-
churia, has transformed it into an armed
camp; the concentration there of troops (and
with the troops, tanks and airplanes to an un-
precedented degree), and besides this the pro-
vision of new railway lines of strategic impor-
tance, converging upon North China and
Soviet Mongolia—these are now admitted war
preparations. The Tanku truce, referred to
above, set Japan free to attack Soviet Mon-
golia on withdrawing troops from China. (The
situation was becoming rather hot ; Britain and
U.S.A. approve Japan’s advances to the north-
west, but not the threatened limitation of their
interests south of Manchuria.)

The Soviet Union’s response to these pre-
parations has been primarily to pursue her
steadfast peace policy, making agreements so
far as is possible with one or other of the im-
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ditions which war brings. It has therefore
the support of wide masses of the Japanese
people, and so strong is that support that the
renegade Trotsky recently advised the Japs
ese militarists not to be too precipitate; the
Japanese people wished for peace, and war
might mean revolution. His advice amounted,
in fact, to this: “Delay your attacks in Asia
until vou have stamped out the workers' anti-
war movement at home—that is the only
guarantee for success.”

That the majority of the people of the world
are opposed to war, we know. The very foun-
dation of the League of Nations testified to
their weariness and disgust with war. That it
still has the support of many not yet aware
of its role is due to the same opposition to
war, as vet largely uninformed and unorgan-
ized. Only the clearest exposure of the causes
of war and the propounding of concrete
measures of opposition to it can establish a
strong and effective organization against war.
The development of such an orgamization be-
comes increasingly imperative with the present
trend of events in the Pacific.

—J]. Hunter.

BITION OF THE FAMILY” ===

Abolition of the family! Even the most radical flare up at this infamous
osal of the Communists.” (Marx a nd Engels:

“Communist Manifesto.”)

digging for roots, and so on. By degrees,
therefore, the gap between him and the ani-
mals widened. The discovery of fire and the
use of fish as food then caused him to leave
the forests and follow rivers and settle on sea-
coasts. The changed mode of life and the
changed environment naturally caused him to
have a different thought-world (a different
ideology), just as it caused a change in his
physique.

Even before he left the animal world, man
had learnt the value of living in a tribe; that
is. of co-operating with other animals of the
same species for the purpose of resisting at-
tacks and getting food. The size of these
tribes was determined by two factors: firstly,
they had to be large enough to meet hostile
attacks with fair hope of success; and, see-
ondly, they had to be not so large that they
would exhaust the food supply. Within these
tribal associations of fairly rigidly determined
size, therefore, primitive man lived.
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can already see that
women and their equality with men are im-
possible, and remain so, as long as women are
excluded from social production and restricted
to domestic labour.” (Engels: “Origin of the
Family.”) Restricted as she was to domestic
labour, however, there was nothing for it but
for the woman to be taken by her husband to
his home, there to be jealously guarded so that
he would know that she could bear no other
children than his.

Monogamy, therefore, came into existence
as a direct result of the private ownership of
property; it is as much a part of such owner-
ship as class society is. It is natural, then, that
it should be sanctified by the church and legal-
ized by the state, these being institutions
which are also products of the same society.

Abolition of the Family.

The time has now come when the private
ownership of the means of production is a de-
structive force in society. In one country,
therefore, this property has already been taken
out of private hands and given back to the
community ; and in most other countries there
is 2 Communist Party that works for this end.

With the abolition of the private ownership
of property, there is naturally no longer any
problem of inheritance, and the basis of the
monogamic family is destroyed. Therefore, the
legally enforced “faithfulness” of a wiie to her
husband comes to an end, and also the depen-
dence of the children on the father. The mar-
riage ceremony becomes a matter of simple
registration, and can be cancelled at will by
either member. Legal compulsion has gone.

Moreover, the development of large-scale
industry makes it a foolish waste of labour
power for woman to continue the old drudgery
of housework. Most of this work can now
be done outside the home, with infinitely less
expenditure of energy, by modern industrial
methods. Add to this the fact that children
may receive expert attention and tuition at
communal créches, and it becomes obvious that
the old foolish shut-in family life of women
can at last come to an end. Woman becomes
once more a productive member of the com-
munity, and the equal of man.

This will have far-reaching effects. The
monogamic marriage to-day is supported by
three kinds of compulsion: the compulsion of
law, of economic pressure, "
judice. When all these kinds of compulsion
have gone, will monogamy go, 100, Of will a
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a spontaneous one, arise, let it go. “If like a man of inferior |
founded on genuine attachments between argued a Ruslsum revolutionary, “the fami,
people? In other words, if we were not forced must alwa;lys _t;a_n gnttan c]mt\\..nd crutch for
by social conditions to have monogamy, should: " SUPPOTE, then 1t 15 better that 1t go down
we choose it? ; dust. . :

It is an everyday thing for love to spring up In any case, the family will lose its im,
between man and woman, and for this to lead tance 1r}ione respect. We shall not see ey
to sexual intercourse. If there were no com- where “men and women studying, plan;
pulsion whatever, would their relationship  scheming, achieving, investing, sacrificing
naturally tend to become a permanent one? the purpose, somewhere in the foreground
Would this man and woman wish to live and the_lr minds, of ‘evemuall_‘\‘ having families
work together, and to have their friends and their own on which to lavish their acquisitio.
interests in common? And would their chil- and with which t6 share their triumphs.”
dren prefer to live with their parents, or to does not mean that we shall beconi
leave them? vidualists and work only for ourselve

We cannot answer this question. Only the stress will still be on the social group, |
future can answer it. All we can say is that social group will no longer be the famil
such marriages and such families will be far will be much larger—ultimately the wh
more possible under Communism than under mankind will be the object of our [
any other social system, because of the equality With this change will come a new
of the sexes, and the eliminating of the bar- and a deeper sense of social respon
riers that now exist between them. Men and Already it is happening in Russia. “I!
women will be pursuing the same studies, youth,” says Maurice Hindus, “is not ta
facing the same tasks and the same problems; to deny the family or to regard it in th
it will be possible for a friendship and com- light as private property and religion,
radeship to exist between them that is very symbol of a brutal age fit for the garlas
rare nowadays. Engels, therefore, considers of history. It is merely being habitua
it is possible that monogamy “not only will not the belief that the big tasks, the big
disappear, but will rather be perfectly realized. tures, the big glories, lie outside of its
s . are to be found only at the doorstep o
__And what if this does not happen? What they regard as the largest, all-embracin:
if monogamy has no roots in human needs, noblest of all families—the collectivist <
and could never appear spontaneously? Then —].M

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN CUBA —

“'I:he front of cqpita]ism will not necessarily United States have a total amount
be pierced where industry is most developed; million dollars invested in Cuba ("N
it w1_11 be broken where the chain of imperial- Times,” Feb. 5, 1933). Many Amieric
1sm 1s weakest, for the proletarian revolution panies, for instance, have enormous
is the result of the rupture of the chain of the vested in the sugar’ industry, and t
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new monogamy,

IHH;E&;;LB.I}Stt }fmn;f at its weakest point. . . . . extent in the tobacco-growing trad
I the cham going to be broken next? this the fact that 70% of Cuba's :

g;t:;f:;t :U”;‘ig;“?}ii . r'e?-}oi}h;“? it may be in_a exported to the United States, and |
enemy a foreign imperiaji;;:ag kas JO?' its qf America's interest is obvious. (
moral authority.”  (Stalin » deprwed of all  tion, moreover, makes it an importa
Amesicns a0 Cuba:) and military base for the United S
Cuba’s. indiatesds ave’ Blbiel We cannot be surprised, then
Astericars canttty dc Jlargely financed by United States taking care to suic
bt witg p;‘in?;.Iry l;rrt;gu(t:rsmm:;pphes terests gn Cuba by controlling the
: . Tdw  tions of authority. For instance
::I:::eiﬁl?:riafits rle therefore a colony of Ameri- Iﬁhir}:}d the scene to discover how
p Bt gL achado kept office as Presid
ve‘;&g eiXteItlli offAmencas domination is re- from 1924 top1933 we find that he
n the fact that capitalists of the connected with American Impc



eral manager of the Cuban
iy before he was elected as

s also one of its largest
Not only this, but the man who
al in placing him in power was
, American representative of
ic Bond and Share Co., which
Cuban Electric Co. Machado’s
‘made more secure in 1928 by the
of his son-in-law to the position

er of the Havana branch of the
al Bank, from which his Govern-
{ its financial support. No won-
onsidering the source of his power,
do assured Wall Street: “Under
) strike in Cuba will last more than

¢ Crisis in Cuba.
omic crisis has brought about a
se in the export of sugar. This
arily to the diminished consumption
and Great Britain, owing to the
" But not only has the sugar export
' to a very considerable extent; the
orters have also had to face an
reduction in the prices they receive.
ey were receiving less than one-fifth
in 1923.
of the smaller export, great stocks
were accumulated in Cuba.
's method of meeting the situation
of his class. In order to reduce
serves, and to exert some influence
g of prices, his government re-
restrict the amount produced. An
‘was issued to this effect, the result
the output of sugar declined from
tons in 1929 to 2,000,000 tons in
nsequently there was a budget de-
- 8 million dollars in 1932-33. One
's methods of balancing the budget
gher import duties on articles of
and make large cuts in the

of this policy was an increase in
decrease in wages, the workers’
cut in some instances as much as
restrictions on sugar production,
ised a number of sugar-refining
down, thus increasing unem-
unemployed—of whom there
000 at the beginning of 1933—
f, as there is no social in-

on the sugar output had an
effect on the small land-

21

holders f‘md tenant farmers, as the sugar-
refining industries refused to work up sugar-
cane produced by these people, finding it more
profitable to work only on what was produced
on their own plantations, or on those of the
large land-owners. The petty-bourgeoisie of
the towns were also hit hard by the crisis.
The inevitable result of such an attack on
the standard of living came with the revolu-
tionary events of August and September, 1933.

The Beginning of the Revolution.

In 1930 and 1931, the upsurge of the revo-
lutionary movement had already begun. Thus,
on March 20, 1930, 200,000 workers took part
in a general strike, and in August, 1931, 50,000
took part in a solidarity strike supporting the
tramwaymen of Havana, and protesting
against police terror; while for three months
at the beginning of 1932, 15,000 tobacco
workers were on strike in Havana. TFollowing
this came a wave of strikes on the plantations
and in the sugar-refining factories, as well as
revolutionary mass demonstrations of thou-
sands of unemployed. Furthermore, at this
stage the petty-bourgeoisie became aggressive,
refusing to pay taxes and high rates for elec-
tric current, etc.

The students also were a significant element
in the ranks of the militants, many of their
leaders being imprisoned or killed when open
revolution broke out.

Another section which supports the Com-
munist Party of Cuba is the negro population,
which is fighting for independence and self-
determination, and sees in the revolutionary
workers its real leaders.

The Treachery of the “National Opposition.”
The movement of the middle classes in the
towns and the country is only slightly con-
nected with the revolutionary movement of the
proletariat. It is led chiefly by the bourgeois
land-owners and forms a so-called National
Opposition to American imperialism. When
Machado was in office, the real purpose of its
struggle against him was to gain an advantage
for the Cuban capitalist against the American
financier. It was a struggle that lasted from
the beginning of Machado’s rule to the end,
despite the efforts made by American im-
perialism to unify the ruling classes of Cuba.
The National Opposition endeavoured to
mislead the revolutionary movement of the
workers, and to use them as tools against
Machado. For this purpose they formed a
“revolutionary” society, the “A.B.C." which
countered the terrorist activities of Machado
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h on those tractors!
r down there
b you took on
the whole world?
rkers !
5 you are making of things—
unt of yourselves.

d Putilov’s steel workers in
tter to the tractor plant on the

blazoned across the face of

you vied with Kharkov Ros-

binsk

our first tractor plant

owsy one-horse town woke to life

ou won?

What are you doing?

ng disgrace on us all

e laughing stock

es in New York and Europe.
a white elephant,” they say.

can build but not run their giants.”

g? Prove it!

in their scorn

g of machine guns

ers to the East and West!

des

en 7

open 518 new factories—

tractor works, Moscow’s Amo;
Urals, Siberia’s wastes, for

itogorsk Kuznetstroi;

jat of Stalingrad?

c earth crying out for steel

We of Red Putilov challenge you

It is our right

We've kept our steel pledge

Sealing our land’s new foundations
We call you

As we once called you

To the barricades _

For our deathless October
Brothers, to the fight for technique!
On to the front of socialist construction!?
To work—in a new way!

Consternation |
Shame in Stalingrad
Along the Volga floats the black banner
Shop meetings, heated discussion,
fresh brigades forming
Finally these words back to Red Putilov
“Dear Comrades you are right
We shall answer
Not with words
Bt ... . Tragtors:"
Mac . . Natasha . . old Michael . . and the
entire country
Watch for daily reports in “Pravda”
Yesterday forty tractors
To-day forty-six
To-morrow Fifty
sixty
sixty-five
Stalingrad is coming through!
BREAD
SOCIALISM
Answering Putilov the whole earth
Not with words
But
Tractors.
—Myra Page.
(Selection from a forthcoming novel,
“So This Is Moscow.”)
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THERE IS NO GOD

ELIGIOUS people say the Communists
R will never succeed in obliterating the
belief in God from their minds. According to
them, this belief is a deep-seated instinct—an
integral part of human nature, and those who
lack it are unfortunates — spiritual sub-nor-
mals, who do not know what they are missing.
Any attack on God springs from a deficiency—
an inability to know him—and should be re-
garded with pity.

The Communists reply that they really do
understand what “spiritual” insight is, but de-
plore its existence, regarding it as one of the
greatest enemies of human progress. They
quote Spinoza: “Religious prejudices and
superstitions transform people from rational
beings into beasts, since they altogether pre-
vent the use of one’s reason to differentiate
truth from falsehood.” They want people to
see that though the belief in God certainly
exists, it has become unworthy of mankind,
being nothing more nor less than the inevitable
complement of ignovance and fear. To them,
religion is a dope which offers a way of escape
from the task of grappling with harsh facts;
in other words—‘the peace of God which
passeth all understanding.”

The roots of ancient religion lay in the
savage’s fear of the forces of nature. To him
they were unknown powers, over which he
had no control. He could not tell what they
would do next, or understand why they should
threaten him with destruction. When they
sPared him, he was grateful, and offered them
gifts. Soon, too, he learnt to offer up sacri-
fices in order to placate them, and predispose
them to continue sparing him. If the savage’s
activities had rested at this, the human race
would almost certainly have been destroyed at
an early stage of its evolution, through its
inability to cope with its environment. Even
if it had not been destroyed, it would certainly
never have progressed beyond the state of
savagery.

_Fortur_lat‘el'y, however, in the struggle to sur-
vive, primitive man slowly and laboriously
gained some degree of understanding and con-
trol of his environment. This gradual emerg-
ence from an animal state resulted from the
making and improving of weapons and tools
with which he could control his environment :
and not from any religious inspiration, The
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fact that religion is a conservative factor iy
human life is apparent even at this early stage,

As man proceeded to strengthen himself in
the face of nature, its powers became less
mysterious and terrifying to him, and ),
ancient gods lost their power.

But at that period of man’s history, w
he passed beyond the stage of merely app
priating the products of nature, and learn
how to increase these products through his
own efforts—that is, at the stage when
began to assume real control over natur
that stage, class society first came into «
ence. With the necessity for more worl
slave-class made its appearance; with
necessity for central control, a mastel
came to power. Therefore, as soon as
were freed from the fear of nature, a i
fear was born in them—the fear of having
means of life taken from them by other
There was, therefore, still room for a g

But now he was no longer a personifica
of the forces of nature; after all, the force
nature were no longer very fearful. Wha
fearful was human nature, with-.its ten
new power, which it used for the exploita
of others. And not only did men fear
other; they also feared themselves—the hal
prompting in them that said: “Enslave o
men, or you will be enslaved yourself.” I
became sin-ridden; conscious of their in
fections, and unable to grapple with tl
How mnatural, then, that they ghould bu
new God, and how natural that® this new
should be—the perfect man; the one wh
bade killing and stealing and adultery ; th
who said expressly: “Thou shalt not cove
neighbour’s ox, nor his ass, nor his
servant, nor his maid-servant.” How na
too, that with the establishment ot
society and the consequent need for 1
tions of government, a priest caste
arise and sanctify the existing systen
quently, indeed, we find that the priests |
selves were the recognized rulers; in Fg
the early history of Israel, and amo!
ancient Britons and the Brahmins of In
find the priests in power. The kings
tains of the tribes were their puppets
whether they were the recognized
merely tools in the hafds of these rulers
social function always has been, an
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society, and to keep the ex-
passive in their subjection.

we see God again acting, not as an
spiration to men, but as a conserva-
in their minds—the chief character
naginary world where they retired for
wal” consolation. Men could not make
God's commandments the simple accepted cus-
toms of their society, for that society was
pased on the direct antithesis of these com-
mands—on class; that is, on slavery and rob-
bery and all their consequent evils. Therefore,
underlying the belief in God and the pretence
at wanting to do his will, there is always the
sneaking knowledge that this is impossible—
that, at the best, one can do no more than
establish a sort of compromise, for the forces
of society are pulling in a completely opposite
direction. A typical expression of this anti-
thesis between what social life actually is and
“what God wants it to be,” is the manner in
which exploitation and charity go hand in
hand.

Throughout its history, class-society has
turned some strange somersaults, and naturally
enough its God has done the same. Every rul-
ing class that has existed has gone through a
period when it has developed the forces of
production and felt confident of its power over
society, and its ability to exploit the slave-
class. Confidence in itself and in the future
has made it feel in a position to dispense with
God: this has invariably happened in the
periods when the ruling class has felt itself to
be the progressive force in society. The time
comes, however, when the property relations
accepted by the ruling class act as a fetter on
the forces of production they have developed.
The ruling class loses its grip; it becomes re-
actionary ; the progressive force now lies with
the dispossessed class, which suffers through
the dislocation of society, and has nothing to
ose by changing the existing property rela-
m When this period comes, naturally and
inevitably, the ruling class becomes God-con-
seious again; and just as inevitably the upris-
ng class becomes atheistic. It holds the future
hands—God is superfluous.
ly, the overthrow of class rule has
d to the establishment of another
rule. The reason for this is that the
of production have never before been
developed for society to be able to
ith a slave class. That time, how-
now come.
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie,
and the establishment of a classless

in an
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society, God enters upon a new phase of his
existence. Society no longer lives a life inde-
pendent of man’s control. “Fear of the blind
force of capital—blind because its action can-
not be foreseen by the masses—a force which
at every step in life threatens the worker and
the small business man with ‘sudden,’ ‘un-
expected,’ ‘accidental’ destruction and ruin,
bringing in their train beggary, pauperism,
prostitution and deaths from starvation: this
is THE tap-root of modern religion.” (Lenin:
Religion: p. 19.) When the “blind” force of
capital is understood and destroyed, and social
planning takes the place of economic anarchy
—when society no longer controls man, but is
controlled by him, then the basis for the belief
in God has gone.

You may say, the God that is based on fear
may vanish, but what of the God of the scien-
tist—the Power that must surely be behind the
wonders and the harmonies of the physical
universe?

He is a myth of the bourgeois philosophers,
says the Communist. Of course, there is a
great degree of harmony in nature, for every-
thing that is inharmonious is ruthlessly de-
stroyed. If you like, the physical world is
wonderful—but then, it has produced us who
can control it, so we must be more wonderful.
Why God?

And what of the Christian God—the God of
love?

The Communist replies: “The working-class
must turn the whole world into a single con-
cern working for itself, make the brotherhood
and freedom of the people a realized fact”
(Lenin: Bourgeois Democracy and Prole-
tarian Dictatorship). With Communism, the
God of lcve will go, for there will be no reason
to exalt to the heaven that which has become
a simple custom on earth. The God of love
is a product of class society, being the pro-
jection into a divine form of that which it is
impossible to attain in class society. Christians
should remember that, for every good turn
they do an individual, the colossal forces of
Capitalist economy do him a thousand bad
ones. Their Christian love, therefore, is no
more than a mawkish kindness—the inevitable
complement of the brutality of Capitalism.
Their “spiritual” life is a wretched and fanci-
ful compensation for their barren material life.
Tt will be unnecessary in a Communist society.
God will disappear ; for man, for the first time,

will have full control of his life. £
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CAPITALISM, COMMUNISM =—0rHmo

AND

HE evolution of man from the brute

world is at the same time the evolution
of human consciousness and organized know-
ledge. Step by step humanity has built up its
experience of the world into a series of
sciences, reflecting with ever-growing accuracy
the processes of Nature. The barriers of ig-
norance and the no-man'’s land of superstition
which lies beyond them have been gradually
pushed back, winning for science new fields
of whose very existence primitive man was
unaware,

At an early stage in the development of
science the universal reign of law was estab-
lished in relation to inanimate Nature.
Mechanics, physics, astronomy, and with them
mathematics, were the first fields in which ex-
perience and experiment brought to man the
knowledge of natural law. The extension of
this knowledge to the field of living organisms
was a much later development; to man him-
self, later still; to human society, it has begun,
but has yet to fight its way to recognition.
And the fight is all the harder because, in the
actual growth of human society, the field which
the onward march of science must bring under
the sway of natural law is already encumbered
with not only the superstitions of the past but
the institutions of the present. It is not to be
wondered at, therefore, that from the first the
study of society has been at once the expres-

sion and the spiration of acute struggles
within society itself. :

Political economy, or economics as it is now
generally called, is the science of the laws gov-
erning the production and exchange of the
material necessities of life in human society.
These laws can be studied in the actual work-
ing of a given period, or as they operate over
a long succession of periods: that is, as laws
governing production and exchange in a given
social system, or as laws governing the change
from one system to another. The study of
these two sets of laws can be carried on in-
dependently up to a certain point. But just as
in biology the development of the foetus could
only be fully understood in relation to the
stages in the evolution of man, so in economics

the significance of existing factors can only
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be fully grasped in relation to the historical
development of society. '

It is not merely a question of tracing t}c
origin or the first forms of a particular thing
such as money. Money as a medium of e~
change can be traced back to the cowrie
the cow ; bank notes and credit in genera] cay,
be traced back to the certificates of gold
posited with the merchant houses: but mo;
in action, the functions and effects of th.
of money, can only be understood in rela;
to the changing forms of production and
change within society. It is the sam
every other economic factor; just as in zoolom
there are no final, permanent forms,
economics nothing is final and unchan
And the forms of one economic system
not only derived from the past but also
on to the future, bring into existence
ditions through which the old system i
stroyed and a new system arises.

It is this fact of constant and uni
change in Nature and in human society v
gives science in general, and economic sci
in particular, its practical aim. “Abst
science is an illusion of the laboratory s
tist who does not know and does not car
will eventually make practical use of his
coveries, in contrast to the “practical” s
of the technical expert who is directly
ciated with production. In the last an
all science is practical : man is constantly s
ing to increase his knowledge of natural
in order to use that knowledge for pr
aims, in order to use natural laws t
him to adapt his surroundings to his
In economic science this purpose is
avowed, from the earliest Mercantilist tre
to the latest works of Sir Josiah Stamp
Mr. Maynard Keynes.

But economics is the science of the la
production and exchange in human soci
not human society in the abstract, bt
human society, which as it exists t
divided into classes. The practical ain:
the science are therefore not the same
members of society. The class which !
privileged position in the existing svsic
proaches economics with the fundament
sumption that the main features of th

3
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‘eternal; that no system based on
ositions can “work.” From this
logical conclusion that any eco-
which puts forward an analysis
 possibility and even certainty that
r system will arise is the product of
or mere charlatanism. Because of
 economics of the privileged class is
of a scientific analysis of the laws
tion and distribution in capitalist
" It remains a superficial account of
statistical trends, of the machinery of produc-
tion and distribution, without any understand-
ing of cause and effect; like the pseudo-science
of medicine in the Middle Ages it abounds in
0 remedies and superstitions. But the
presentation of these quack remedies and
superstitions in pseudo-scientific form has a
practical aim: to maintain the existing system;
to gloss over the growing conflicts within
society and to present a “‘theoretical” solution,
within the system, of contradictions which are
inherent in it.

:I'he subject class—in existing society,
Qrsmarily the industrial working class, the Sp_e-
cial product of the existing system—can have
1no sug:h aim. From the early stages of large-
scaif.-‘mdustry, when its effects on the working
class began to be evident, the desire for a new
system which would remedy the defects of the
old found expression in the writings of the
utopian socialists, giving the first vague out-
lines of a new economic system. But the
economics of the subject class was first made
nfo a science by Marx. Marxist economics
18 ot only the scientific analysis of the exist-
system; just because it explains the facts
relations of capitalist production, it is also
ble, on the basis of this analysis, to show the
laws of motion within society. The analysis
e within the existing system factors
make for the destruction of capitalism
s replacement by a new system. Pre-
because of this, it is the economics of
t class, the class whose practical aim
lition of the effects of capitalism and
of the capitalist system itself.
cause Marxist economics is scientific,
shows the laws of production within
¥ system and sees that their opera-
inevitably change the system; in a
it understands the facts, it has
plain the facts of the world to-
king supernatural forces like
“economic blizzards,” “lack of
“America’s short-sightedness”
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?.nd other psychic entities which are the stock-
in-trade of the economists of the privileged
wass. The latter are totally unable to explain
on the one hand the condition of the capitalist
world to-day, and on the other the new organi-
zation of production and distribution in the
Soviet Union. They cannot explain them be-
cause the explanation is completely outside the
range of their economics. Capitalism has
reached a stage in which the completely un-
scientific character of its economic pseudo-
science has become manifest. Capitalist econo-
mists flounder helplessly among the new facts
of a period of capitalist decline which ob-
stinately refuse to fit into the conceptions and
“laws” which were at best a superficial de-
scription of the system in its earlier stages.
The new facts which have emerged in the
final stages of capitalism are not, however,
outside the range of Marxist economic science.
In fact they come as a confirmation of the
whole theory of Marxism. The ultimate test
of the natural laws as they are formulated by
man from his experience is whether he can
use them to shape his surroundings to his
needs. The laws of capitalist economics have
broken in the hands of those who tried to use
them to shape society: the governments of the
privileged class. But working class economics
is to-day proving its validity by solving in
practice the contradictions which are more and
more deeply undermining capitalist society.
The economics which first carried through a
complete analysis of capitalist society and dis-
cerned within it the factors which would de-

stroy it, was also able to foretell the process
of change and the basic features of the new
And men

society which would take its place.
were able to use this science, this knowledge
of the natural laws of social development, in
order to bring about the new society, just as
they are able to use the laws of chemistry to
create artificial fertilizers or explosives, and
with equal certainty. So it is that now the
movement of society can be seen not merely as
an interpretation of past history, not merely
as a deduction from an analysis of existing
society, but in concrete reality.

The purpose of this book is to outline “the
historical movement going on under our very
eyes.” As the starting point of the process it
is necessary to take the existing capitalist sys-
tem—but not because it is the primary stage
in the history of man, On the contrary, the
nature of the capitalist system and its place
in history cannot be fully understood unless
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it is at least realized that it is only one link
in a long chain of economic systems. So far
as this development is known, it began with
‘the system of primitive communism, survivals
of which have existed up to recent times in
the village communities of India, Russia, and
other countries; and it continued with the suc-
cessive emergence over the greater part of the
“world of the tribal system, the dynastic and
slave-owning system, and the feudal system,
which in turn have paved the way for the
existing capitalist system.

In all these different systems, after the stage
of primitive communism, society has been
divided into classes. This division into classes
had its basis in the functional division of work
at a time when there was as yet but little
technical development in production. In Anti-
Diihring Engels points out that:—

“The division of society into an exploiting
and an exploited class, a ruling and an op-
pressed class, was the necessary outcome of
the low development of production hitherto.
So long as the sum of social labour yielded
a product which only slightly exceeded what
was necessary for the bare existence of all;
so long, therefore, as all or almost all the
time of the great majority of the members
of society was absorbed in labour, so long
was society necessarily divided into classes.
Alongside of this great majority exclusively
absorbed in labour there developed a class,
freed from direct productive labour, which
managed the general business of society : the
d_irectiqn of labour, the affairs of State, jus-
tice, science, art, and so forth.”

The division of society into classes, and the
successive economic systems which replaced
primitive communism, have steadily helped
forward the development of man’s productive
powers; and this growth has been enormously
accelerated under capitalism. In “The Com-
munist Manifesto” of 1848, Marx and Engels
wrote :—

“The bourgeoisie, during its class rule of
scarce one hundred years, has created more
powerful and colossal productive forces
than all past generations together.” I
The productive forces in the world to-day,

however, are prc:bably a hundred times greatér
than they were in 1848. :

_ But precisely because the division of society
into classes_a:_‘qse from the low productive
level of primitive society, and because the
technical development of society has now
reached a stage in which only a small portion
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of the time of society need be absorbed i,
labour, the historical justification for the djyi.
sion of society into classes has disappeareq
This does not mean that class society no longer
exists. On the contrary, within the capitalist
system, still dominant in five-sixths of
world, class divisions have reached their mos;
extreme form and are continuously widening
It is therefore only through the destruction
capitalism that a new, classless society can
arise. The study of capitalism as one phase
in a succession of systems of production and
exchange therefore involves a study of the fac
tors within it which lead to its destruction:
and, secondly, an examination of the |

of transition—the parallel destruction of
talism and building up of the new cl g
society—as well as the general chara f
the new social order.

When Marx first put forward his sci
analysis of the existing system, and sho
place in the series of changing systems of
duction and exchange, the conclusions r
were necessarily incapable of proof
only finally conclusive method: applica
praftice. Now, however, not only are tl
tors making for change more obvious
sistent ; through the Soviet revolution o
and the subsequent transformation of t!
tem of production and distribution in f
covered by the Soviet Union, a mass
has been accumulated with the aid of
economic science—necessarily, as alre:
plained, the economic science of the »
class—can test the theoretical conclus
ready reached and formulated by Marx
the same time develop them in more «
and detailed form.

And because economic science has
tical aim, an examination of the data
lated in the experience of the Sovi
must necessarily be followed by the
tion of the conclusions reached to othe
tries, particularly to countries in win
capitalist system has reached its hig
velopment: that is to say, Britain, (
and the United States. The concrelc
application of the laws .of social ch
pends on the concrete, detailed circu
in which they operate; above all, tl
change, the length of the transition
system to another, depends on the spet
of development reached within cacl
as well as the general stage rcache
process of change viewed as a wh



nt of economic laws is
statement of political aims
“objective.” In the last
the struggle of classes in
basis of that struggle, how-
be covered up in abstract
the mode of production and
the material necessities of life,
subject matter of economics.
is not practical does not exist;
pic science is political economic
conception of non-political eco-
the product of an abstraction,
raction at that—the abstraction
. from their production; and the
wulate economic laws in relation
without reference to their pro-
tempt to represent and explain
. between things processes which
ons between persons.
e of this abstraction that the
the privileged class finds itself
xplain a situation in which the
en persons stand openly re-
the development oi the system
asunder the veil of things and re-
tural laws of production and dis-

: the past three or four months the
ns Department of the Federal Gov-
been swiftly and silently at work,
a wholesale censorship of
books. In other words, this
government has been occupied
the minds of its subjects by pre-
from coming into contact with
oroad. The facts are as follow:

July last year, consignments of
had already been purchased by
sellers were held up by the
als, and, after examination,
were sent to Canberra for
e, after some months’ delay,
were banned as “seditious
fact that the books were sub-
ther sifting at Canberra, all
the Customs officials, and no
nsored by the Government,
(as elsewhere) the word
t official 1s law. The Book
by the way, has just de-
it has no work to do. These
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tribution operating in and through a brutal
struggle between classes. But the brutality of
the typhoon and the earthquake does not dis-
prove their reality, nor does it make it any
the less necessary for man to study their
causes and effects. Man’s knowledge of all
the forces of Nature, of the conditions which
give rise to them and the laws of their opera-
tion, is the basis on which he can adapt himself
to them, and progressively bring them under
his control. So it is also with the natural
laws of social development, as Engels pointed
out in Anti-Diihring :

“The forces operating in society work
exactly like the forces operating in Nature:
blindly, violently, destructively, so long as
we do not understand them and fail to take
them into account. But when once we have
recognized them and understood how they
work, their direction and their effects, the
gradual subjection of them to our will and
the use of them for the attainment of our
aims depends entirely upon ourselves.”

—Emile Burns.

—From ‘“Capitalism, Communism and the
Transition” (London: Victor Gollancz Ltd.).

banned books have already been destroyed,
and the supplies already in Melbourne are
beginning to run out.

It is impossible to get a complete list of
these books; but the following works have
already definitely been prevented from enter-
ing Victoria. The list differs slightly in dif-
ferent States:—

The Communist Manifesto. Marx and Engels.

The State and Revolution. Lenin.

The Task of the Proletariat. Lenin.

The Paris Commune. Lenin.

Letters from Afar. Lenin.

What is to be Done? Lenin.

Imperialist War, 1914-1918. Lenin.

Towards the Seizure of Power.
Lenin.

The Only Way Out. Emile Burns.

The Crisis, Tariffs, and War. Palme Dutt.

The Bolsheviks in the Tsarist Duma. Badayev.

Memoirs of a Bolshevik. Piatnitsky.

The Second Five-Year Plan. Molotov.

The Class Struggle in Britain. (2 Vols.) Fox.

Conditions of the Working Class in Britain.
Hutt.

(2 Vols:)
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Gathering Storm. Myra Page.

Storm Over the Ruhr. Marchevitza.
Barricades in Berlin. Neukrantz.

Roar China. Tretialt{kov.

Bill Haywood’s Book.

Ten Da?s that Shook the World. John R_eefl-

A conspicuous feature of this censo_rshll? 18
the silence with which it is being carried out.
Ban “Red Heap” or “Brave New Worl‘d,"
and the liberal press will protest loudly against
this flagrant interference with the “liberty of
the subject.” But this far more sweeping
confiscation is greeted with silence; hundrec}s
of students may never have heard of it. This
makes it all the more important to bring to
light the facts of the censorship, and make
their significance plain.

What is their significance? To the worker
it is that an attempt is being made to render
the struggle against worsening conditions a
blind one. Censorship cannot stop this struggle,
for it is bred by economic oppression; but if
knowledge of the causes and development of
this oppression, and of the methods for scien-
tific struggle against it, are prevented from
reaching the workers, then their struggle is
made ineffective.

So out go the Communist Manifesto and
any other books from which the workers can
find what capitalism is; out go books like
“What is to be Done?” which give them
methods of organization against it; out go
novels like “Gathering Storm,” which are a
literary reflection of working class life and
struggles. All these are condemned and de-
stroyed by the government before they can
reach the workers, '

And what is the significance of the censor-
ship to students? It is that an attempt is
being made to limit them to a one-sided view
of social _theory. Certain sources of know-
ledge which they need for discovering the
trut}} about the nature of the State, the eco-
nomic system, .and so on, are forbidden by the
bC::tDms officials. The necessity of these

ks for an all-round knowledge of social
tl}eory is revealed by the faf.t that a number
%‘h them appear on t}_le University syllabus,
S g R luicorn” T
S , and Stalin’s “Lenin-
Ism are recommended as text books in
?‘.[odei:n Political Institutions, while the Mani-
esto 1s recommended for Economic History
;’[;31 The State and Revolution” for Political

osophy. Also, despite the neglect of con-
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temporary authors by the English school, t},
students who are interested in literature,
as an academic subject, but as a vital socig
force, must feel the loss of the censored yorl..
ing-class novels.

The bare text of “The Communist Mani.
festo,” “The State and Revolution,” and sec.
tions of “Leninism,” are being printed in Ay
tralia, and therefore they will continue to }e
available for a time ; but commentated and 7y
editions of these works are becominy -
rare. Moreover, though nothing has been (
so far to prevent the distribution of
books provided they are printed withi
country, it is hard to tell how complet
government intends its ban to becom:
how quickly it intends to carry it out.
for instance, books published by Gollan
still being admitted.

But it is clear that the governme:
attempt to continue and even to incre
censorship, for it cannot relieve the ec
conditions of the workers, and it 1s the
ditions which give rise to the class st
and the consequent need for revolu
literature. This also explains why the |
“seditious” literature is being enforced
present time, when some of the censored
have been freely admitted for years.
as only a few of these books came int
tralia, the government did not troubl
them. But the economic crisis was {
by a great increase in the demand for 1
tionary literature, which, during the |
years, has been pouring into Australia
literature is being read by all kinds of
and the demand for it is still growing
government has taken alarm: hence t
sorship. This censorship, thereforc
one more manifestation of the crisis in
ism and the consequent intensification
class struggle.

The crisis explains, moreover, why
bourne, and more especially in Sydne)
dealing with the real nature of war ar
spicuous on the censorship list. The |
capital in Australia is attempting to
itself, not only against its own work
against its economic rivals in other «

The final step of economic rivalr)
Hence the war-fever which this clas:
tempting to stimulate in connection W
“defence” of Australia; and hence the
any kind of literature which might
fever by showing that the workers




in order to preserve
wn exploitation. This
s “The Attitude of the
‘War,” and Lenin’s

‘then, is a weapon in the
that lead to fascism and

SPRING

! ~ Our heads broken,

~ Or silent as to-morrow.
- Or the shooting wall,
- Or the guillotine.

You can’t stop all of us—

~ In China.

We're like those rivers

Diplomats and liars,

Denuded of the past—

For time has given us

Our spring
At last

But you can’t kill all of us.
You can’t silence all of us.

Our spring has come.
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against fascism and war. The University must
be one of the centres of this fight, for the
University, of all institutions, is surely the one
that is particularly concerned with freedom of
thought. We students, therefore, must use
every means in our power to drag this sur-
reptitious censorship into the open, and to
organize protests against it.
—Q.B.G.

IRRING us with our hands bound,
- * Our teeth knocked out,

Bring us shouting curses, or crying,

Bring us to the electric chair,

Kill Vanzetti in Boston and Huang Ping rises

- That fill with the melted snow in spring
~ And flood the land in all directions.

‘The pent-up snows of all the brutal years

Are melting beneath the rising sun of revolution,
The rivers of the world will be flooded with strength
And you will be washed away—

- You murderers of the people—

Killers and cops and soldiers,

- Priests and kings and billionaires,

Makers of guns and gas and guillotines,
You will be washed away,
And the land will be fresh and clean again,

—Langston Hughes.
—From “International Literature.”
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES ——————

have been deceived by bourgeois “defepce

Melbourne.

HE New Year's work will soon be com-
mencing at the University. Several
hundred Freshers will be brought into contact
with a new sphere of activities. Those stu-
dents completing their courses are f;ced with
the problem of “What they are going to do
next:” For the students as a whole there are
problems of increasing complexity to be con-
sidered—both in Australia and overseas.
What is the position of the majority of the
students in relation to international events, and
to the rapidly changing Australian situation?
It must be admitted that the students as a
body are lagging far behind the rate of de-
velopment of the class struggle here, and have
no accurate conception of the real nature of
recent international moves. Above all, interest
mn and knowledge of particular student prob-
lems are practically non-existent. It is per-
fectly true that there are several fairly active
societies in the University which hold regular
meetings, debates, discussions, and even study
classes. DBut these societies embrace a very
small minority of the students, and, without
exception, approach the problems which they
deal with in an abstract manner without any
correlation with the specific problems of the
students at this University. An example will
suffice to prove this. The Labour Club has on
a number of occasions dealt with the subject
of how war is being prepared at the present
time, in whose interests it is being prepared,
and has pointed the way to struggle against the
war danger. Its propaganda has been sub-
stantially correct. It has insisted on the im-
portance of the working class as the main
force opposed to war. But this is not sufficient
to interest and organize the masses of the
students. It is also necessary to point out the
part students should play in-opposing war, the
relationship of war to cultural reaction and
decay, t_he prostitution of literature and art to
the service of the imperialist bourgeoisie, etc.
From another angle it should be possible to
organize considerable opposition to war. The
Melbourne University Rifles is a military body
organized for the purpose of training officers.
At the time of writing this body is encamped
at Portsea, with a total of three hundred men
—the highest number since the introduction of
voluntary training. Many of these students

propaganda. Some .are quite definitely

tagonistic to war, but nevertheless take par

an-
i

preparing for it. It should not be very difficy
to convince them that this talk of “defence”

is only a bogey used to conceal furthe;
parations for an imperialist war. This

Another question closely linked with
war is the question of fascism withi
University. There are indications that a {
group will be formed during the coming
Our information suggests that there i
troversy between the organizers as to
the club should follow the “German
“Ttalian” brand of fascism. It is obvi
such a controversy can result only from
plete ignorance of the true nature of f
for German and Italian fascism are in
the same. The difference between th:
pends upon the fact that Italian capital
stabilized temporarily under the rule o
solini precisely because world capitalis)
whole underwent a process of relative
zation following the tremendous crisis
immediate post war years, while Hitler
into power during a terrible economi
which has deepened under his regim
course, Italy is now being very hard
the crisis, and despite all the demag
Mussolini (who now declares that fas
different from capitalism™ ), the Italias
class is attempting to solve the crisis |
only methods known to the bourgeo:s
attacking the living standards of the
and pushing forward to war.

*Mussolini in his speech at the recen
tions of the eleventh anniversary of th
march on Rome stated: “We come
question. Can the corporative principle |
in other countries? There is no doubt ab«
there is a general crisis of capitalism, solut
corporative state seems to he necessal
countries.” The “Manchester Guardian’
this Fascist tripe very aptly when it
“Does Fascism want to save Europe |
With its low wages and vast unemployn
take years to do this.” Not, of course,
‘w111 ever solve Europe's problems
*Manchester Guardian” is a bourgeois |
British bourgeoisiec may some day ha
Fascism.

has not yet even been started by the [ahg
Club, although it would prove very fruitf



violent form of capi-
- It represents the height of
s terror and chauvinist
%roducts of capitalist decay.
bloody war: that is the true

inst the growth of fascism
: University will therefore be
des pointing out those aspects
d it should be possible to
sure of the cultural reaction
rom fascism—an exposure not
ously reactionary character of
against revolutionary intellec-
the disguised reaction which is
much current literature. Dis-
d be arranged on such topics
and Italian Literature” (the
sche, glorification of intense in-
and nationalism and the creation
es), and “Humanism” in its
- which serve as a cloak for
tion. These discussions should
consideration of such subjects as
d philosophy. Great use can be
oviet Union as an example of
n of Marxism to all problems of
. School of Education and the
ng College nothing is taught
rinciples lying at the root of
n. The profound significance
education is not mentioned.
essential class character of edu-
lly ignored. All these prob-
raised by the Labour Club dur-
r year. The task is certainly a
‘absolutely necessary before any
be built up on the vital issues
cism.
emarks apply to “Proletariat.”
ect for us to deal with political
-oblems, and even some of the
s of the working class
t these must be linked up with
cial interest to students and
his issue an attempt has been
s to some extent; but much is
The delay in publishing the
partly due to financial diffi-
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culties, but mainly to improper organization

ﬁ?ed c]l?'(:l; of support. Those who should be
et supporters of the paper — the stu-

dents—-are those least interested. The reasons

have been outlined above,

Sydney.

The Labour Club in Sydney has much the
same problems as those facing us in Mel-
bourne. It is characteristic that they are able
to sell 100 copies of “The Soviet To-day” in
the University, while they are unable to in-
terest more than a few students in current
student affairs. However, towards the end
of last year an excellent start was made with
the publication of “Student,” a regular organ
which is distributed free in the University.
The first issue contained a note regarding cer-
tain irregular proceedings in the election of
student representatives. This sharp comment
won considerable favour among the students.
New Zealand.

The fact that we have very little news to
report indicates the weakness of the student
movement in Australasia. There is practically
no contact.

A Labour Club with twenty-five members
has been formed in the Auckland University.
Further suppression of student papers and
radical thought is being carried on systemati-
cally in the Universities.

In America the National Student League has
grown to large proportions. In the City Col-
lege of New York big demonstrations in sup-
port of the Cuban revolution were held. The
vast expenditure in war and intervention in
Cuba were very effectively contrasted with the
general poverty of the students and raising of
fees. A strong movement developed against
the Officers’ Training Corps. Numerous stu-
dents were dismissed as a result.

English Students are active in the anti-war
movement. Good support has been given to
the unemployed hunger marchers. In one
demonstration a very effective slogan used
was: “Scholarships, not Battleships.”

Australian students should learn from the
experience of their colleagues overseas. It is
time to take a hand in events instead of looking
on.

now How to Prevent War ?

Come_ to the Easter Anti-War Conference.
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THE REICHSTAG FIRE

N the 27th February, 1933, at about
O 9.15 p.m., the streets of Berlin' were
illuminated by the leaping flames of the burn-
ing Reichstag building, symbol of German
constitutional government. ~ Watching the
flames, Hitler turned to Sefton Delmer, Ber-
lin correspondent of the “Daily Express,” and
made the cryptic statement: “You are witness-
ing the beginning of a great new'ep’_och”m
German history. This fire is the beginning.

Through a unanimous press, and by means
of wireless announcements, speeches and pos-
ters, the Communists were immediately ac-
cused of having wilfully set fire to the build-
ing. It was announced that Van der Lubbe,
who was found in the building and arrested,
had in his possession a membership booklet
of the Dutch Communist Party, and that he
had made a full confesssion. On the follow-
mg morning, Ernst Torgler, chairman of the
Communist fraction in the Reichstag, who was
Communist faction in the Reichstag, who was
accused of complicity, voluntarily presented
himself at Police Headquarters to deny the
charges levelled against him by the Fascist
authorities. He was arrested on the spot. On
March 3rd, three Bulgarians—Dimitrov, a
leader of the Bulgarian Communist Party;
Popoff and Taneff—were also arrested. The
burning of the Reichstag was to have the
character of an international Communist plot.
In the days after the fire, the Fascist propa-
ganda instigated a great wave of atrocities
against Communists, Socialists, and Pacifists.

What was the hackground of this? And
what was the hidden meaning of the state-
ment Hitler made to Sefton Delmer? Ger-
many was suffering more than any other coun-
try from the economic collapse. This led, on
tI.1e one hand, to a steadily increasing oppres-
sion of the workers by a series of governments
ruling by “emergency decree”—those of
Briining, Papen, and Scheicher; and on the
other to the increasing militancy of the
workers, as demonstrated, for example, by
the Berlin traffic strike of November, 1932,
On January 28th, 1933, Hitler agreed to join
In a government of “national concentration”
with the industrialists and Junkers, whom he
had so furiously denounced. Hitlerism, which
so far had been making rapid strides, was now
on the wane, while, with the Communists and
the rank and file of the Social-Democratic
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workers, anti-fascist feeling was running hi,
Election day, March 5th, was drawing c|ose
and bourgeois papers abroad were predictine
a preatly increased Communist vote and ,
sharp decline in the National Socialist -
Now was the time to act! The Nationa|
cialists must be given power, and the |
munists exterminated at all costs. The Beyl
police passed under National Socialist co;
and plans for bloody revolution were su,
“found” in Karl I.iebknecht’s house (de-
the fact that in previous searches
incriminating” had been found). And
the press campaign against the Comm
was its height, when every effort wa
made in a desperate attempt to com
people of the terrorist nature of the (

ist Party, the cry went up: “The Rei

in flames.”

From the outset it was clear that t
tional Socialists had everything, and th
munists nothing, to gain by the fire
“Temps” of March 1lst pointed out, “
Communists had nothing to gain by
and everything to lose, is obvious Ir
actually did occur.” Further, as was
out by the German Communist Par
statement issued on March 25th:
who has even the slightest knowledge
munism, of the teachings of Marx an
of the decisions of the Communist
national, and of the German Con
Party, knows that the methods of in
terror, arson, acts of sabotage, and =
do not belong to the tactical methods
Communist Movement.” On the othe
the Nazis desperately needed a provoc
which would drive the Communist I’
illegality and disrepute, and enable its
activities to be ruthlessly suppressec
fact, even without further evidence
fairly clear that the Nazis themsel
the criminals.

But further evidence was to han
convinced the World Committee for
tims of Fascism that Dr. Goebbels ¢
the plot. Capt. Goering directed
Heines, a murderer and prominent 1
tionary, led the incendiary group
a few outstanding facts, selected f1
account of the Nazi conspiracy th:
in “The Brown Book of the Hitle




en, chairman of the National-
the Reichstag, and a well-
fidant of Hugenberg's, wrote a
in which he set down what he
. preparation and plans made by
r the burning of the Reichstag.
this became known in Germany,
ih a reference to it in the “Manchester
" (Goering puts his justice machine
, with the result that Dr. Ober-
s soon found dead in his flat. He
itted suicide”—so the Government
ed. Two other persons who knew
of the Reichstag fire—Erik Han-
Dr. Bell—were also murdered.
stated that Van der Lubbe was a
st, though the Leyden Young Com-
t League reported that he had been con-
s counter-revolutionary activity for
ime, and that he resigned from the
April, 1931, in order to forestall his
The first reports also stated that
in his possession when arrested a mem-
booklet of the Communist Party, and
munist leaflets. But so incredible
that a criminal would carry such con-
proof of his political party when
a political crime, that this piece of
e was allowed to lapse.
re was lighted simultaneously at many
and it has been estimated by experts
least ten persons must have been con-
All made successiul escape except
fwit. Further, a considerable amount
ndiary material must have been used,
chief fire brigade director (Gempp)
hat, on entering the Reichstag after the
had seen large quantities of unused in-
material lying around. How was
ueeled in? Here Goering and Goeb-
themselves in difficulties, and the
k the defensive. First, judges, prose-
unsels, and defending counsels made
ate attempt to prove that Van der
committed the crime alone. Again,
made for some days to prove that
material was not used, but some
liquid fuel, which could have been
through the closely-guarded doors.
ese attempts failed, it became clear
. remained only one means of en-
' the material and exit for the in-
and that was the underground pas-
connects Goering'’s house with the
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Gempp also stated that the fire brigade had
been summoned too late, and that Goering had
expressly forbidden him to sound a general
call for reinforcements to fight the fire. Need-
less to say, he was later ignominiously dis-
missed from his position. Finally, there is the
interesting fact that, although the election
campaign was at its height, the principal Nazis
— Hitler, Goering, Goebbels, and others—all
happened to be at Berlin on the night of the
fire. Goering burnt the Reichstag well, but he
left an ineffaceable trail behind him.

The trial commenced at Leipzig on Sep-
tember 21st. The counter-trial held at Lon-
don and Paris had found the Nazis guilty, and
the Communists innocent, so that Nazi “jus-
tice” was put on its mettle. For eight months
the accused had been in prison, and five of
these months they had spent in chains. But
they were not broken, and Dimitrov’s first
words were a fighting challenge: “T am here
not as the accused, but as the accuser.” This
is the spirit with which the four Communists
faced the court throughout.

It was Dimitrov’s courage and intellect
which forced Goering himself to appear in
court. Before the onslaught of this drug-
addict, the alleged “objectivity” of the court’s
procedure was shattered. Not only did he
rave about Communists, and how /e had sup-
pressed them, but also he made some bad
mistakes. For example, he declared that he
first knew of the fire at 9 o'clock; that is, at
a time when only those preparing to start the
fire could have known of it. Before the
whole court he roared that the accused were
Communists, and therefore guilty. When
Dimitrov attacked him with penetrating ques-
tions, he shouted threateningly: “You wait
until you are outside the power of this court.”

Dimitrov calmly replied: “Are you afraid
of my questions, Mr. Prime Minister ?”’

Whereat Goering—a witness—ordered his
removal from the court.

All the Fascist witnesses were failures, be-
ing proved perjurers by the accused. Grothe,
the witness on whom the Nazis had staked all,
committed perjury so often that even the
Bench reluctantly reprimanded him. Ex-

Major Weberstedt thought that Lubbe both
had and had not a cap on, when he had seen
hini in the Reichstag. Heines and Schulz had
previously been sentenced to death for mur-
der. Heisig, a Nazi detective, who was sent
to Holland to investigate the affairs of Van
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der Lubbe, returned and made statements
about the depositions of two Dutchmen—
Albada and Uink—which were later denied on
th by these men.

0::I'I'htigf repeated lying disturbed the Govern-
ment so much that orders were issued to Ger-
man newspapers not to publish more than
sixty lines daily. The well-known American
jurist, Garfield Hays, Soviet journalists, and
other foreign reporters who did not write
“favourable” reports, were excluded from the
court.

Such travesties of justice have been staged
before under capitalist rule—Sacco, Vanzetti,
Mann, etc.—but never before, perhaps. has
there been such world-wide realisation of the
guilt of the accusers. The voice of the inter-
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national proletariat was raised in such protes
that it caused Fascist justice to hesitate 1,
cower, and to pronounce Dimitrov, Torgler
Taneff and Popoff not guiliy.

But Fascist justice still went on. TFor
months the four Communists were kept ip
gaol, and in danger of their lives. Their ac
cusers, however, stood condemned b,
workers of the world, who continued to rajse
protests against them. The result of this was
that, suddenly and secretly, the acquitted Bul
garians were taken by ’'plane to Moscow
Torgler, however, as a German subject, is <
in close confinement, waiting further justic
at the hands of the Nazi government of (
many. It rests with the workers of Germa
to see that he gets it. —E. Vanshel.
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We wish to thank all friends who contri-
buted entries to our short storv competition.
We hope to conduct similar competitions in
the future when our finances permit.

Our appeal for funds did not bear much
fruit. Only one donation (£1) was received.
We thank this comrade very heartily for it.

We would like to draw the attention of our
readers and subscribers to the state of our
finances. We are urgently in need of support
if we are to expand, or even to maintain pub-
lication. We can record a growth in our
circulation from 2200 to 2600 approximately
for our last issue. To maintain this means a
heavy burden on our slender resources. So we
again appeal for assistance. Donations of all
sizes will be welcomed.

Publications Received:

As evidence of our firm position at the
present time we publish the following list of
magazines and papers which we receive
regularly :—

“The Labour Monthly”—A magazine of In-
ternational Labour. This is edited by the well-
known Marxist writer, Palme Dutt, who
contributes the Notes of the Month to the
magazine,

“International Literature” — Organ of the
International Union of Revolutionary Writers.
This is a quarterly magazine, containing short
stories, extracts from forthcoming novels,

poems and articles of criticism by revolution-
ary writers. ¥

“The Student Vanguard”—Published by
English revolutionary students.

“The Student Review,” which is the mo
piece of the National Student League u
United States.

We receive a number of journals fron
Soviet Union, of which the most impo
are :—

“The 1J.S.S.R. in Construction,” whi
pictorial form depicts the mode and ra
development of Socialism in that counts

“The Soviet Culture Review,” which
monthly magazine devoted to the practica
theoretical problems, together with the ach
ments, of Socialist culture.

“School in the U.S.S.R.”—A new maga
which again deals with all aspects of Soc
education. Here, for the first time, it is
sible to obtain a complete view of the M
approach to education.

We also receive such newspapers s
“Daily Worker,” organ of the Comnu
Party of Great Britain; several Frencl
German anti-fascist papers, the organ ©
Communist Party of New Zealand, and
sional copies of the “Daily Worker,” whi
the organ of the Communist Party of |

This list indicates the widespread
which “Proletariat’” has aroused. We v
extend our contact, and hope to exchang:
other magazines in the near future.
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